
Chapman University
Chapman University Digital Commons

Communication Faculty Articles and Research School of Communication

1-30-2017

Chinese Communication Studies: Three Paths
Converging
Wenshan Jia
Chapman University, jia@chapman.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/comm_articles
Part of the Asian Studies Commons, Chinese Studies Commons, Communication Technology

and New Media Commons, Critical and Cultural Studies Commons, International and Intercultural
Communication Commons, Journalism Studies Commons, Other Anthropology Commons, Other
Communication Commons, Social and Cultural Anthropology Commons, and the Social Influence
and Political Communication Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Communication at Chapman University Digital Commons. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Communication Faculty Articles and Research by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact laughtin@chapman.edu.

Recommended Citation
Jia, W. (2017). Chinese communication studies: Three paths converging. Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture, 12(1):
33–34, doi: 10.16997/wpcc.251

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Chapman University Digital Commons

https://core.ac.uk/display/215756124?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/comm_articles?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/communication?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/comm_articles?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/361?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1081?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/327?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/327?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/328?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/331?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/331?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/333?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/324?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/339?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/339?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/323?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/337?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/337?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:laughtin@chapman.edu


Chinese Communication Studies: Three Paths Converging

Comments
This article was originally published in Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture, volume 12, issue 1,
in 2017. DOI:10.16997/wpcc.251

Creative Commons License

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.

Copyright
The author

This article is available at Chapman University Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/comm_articles/30

http://dx.doi.org/10.16997/wpcc.251
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/comm_articles/30?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fcomm_articles%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Jia, W. (2017). Chinese Communication Studies: Three Paths 
Converging. Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture, 
12(1), 33–34, DOI: https://doi.org/10.16997/wpcc.251

COMMENTARY

Chinese Communication Studies:  
Three Paths Converging
Wenshan Jia
Renmin University of China and Chapman University, CA, CN
jia@chapman.edu

This contribution presents the possibilities for anthropological and neo-Marxist 
media within the hugely expanding sector of Chinese communication studies. China 
has sourced mostly from the American positivist tradition but is increasingly  taking 
on board European critical thinking but it also needs to absorb some of the depth 
and diversity of indigenous scholarship existing in Chinese.

Jia, Lu, and Heisey (2002) presented an influential meta-analysis of every 
 example of communication studies in China at that time. The book chapter which 
talks about the rise of the discipline and scholarship of Chinese communication 
as an academic discipline (Jia et al., 2014) summarises some of Chinese language 
scholarship in Chinese and called for the creation of a humanistic tradition of 
Chinese and East Asia communication studies informed by indigenous perspectives 
and China’s rich repertoire and vocabulary of concepts– face, guanxi or relations, 
goutong, harmony, and personhood etc.

Concluding that there is a need for all parties to do research on journalism 
and  communication/ media in Asia, (particularly in China) from an anthropological 
 perspective, this contribution argues that Asian scholars have a responsibility to 
create Asian approaches to communication and media studies. The effects of global 
neoliberalism is now being followed by a government response in China  characterised 
in part by anti-corruption campaigns and a revival in Marxist approaches. A version  
of media studies that takes on board all the three elements would find fertile 
ground in the long run, supporting a more egalitarian and just China.

Keywords: Chinese communication studies; anthropology; indigenous; positivism; 
critical theory
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