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Abstract

The purpose of this project was to author a historical narrative of a community
engagement program, AmericaServes, implemented by the Institute for Veterans and Military
Families. AmericaServes aids veterans, service members, and their families
navigat through the-the-rumerous? 2 -non-profit and public
services offered to them. This program uses a model called Collective Impact (Kania & Kramer,
Collective Impact, 2011) as oritspp 2the-basis Smce

, there has not vet been a proper
therecord chronicling the history of program, the key players involved, and lessons learned from
challenges faced during each stage of

To conduct this project.-guatitative, qualitative information was
collected from various sources. Friirst, interviews were used as primary sources of information
for each stage of the initiative, as well as the challenges, and lessons learned.
Individuals chosen for the interviews were IVMF, Accenture, and Unite US staff. Additionally,
staff members from the coordination centers in Charlotte, NC, and Pittsburgh, PA were
interviewed . Background information was collected from news releases from each
organization, and information already collected and used by the IVMF. Information on collective
impact, and veteran health and wellness were collected from journal and other published papers
from experts in the field.

From the collected, the story of AmericaServes Coordinated Network
was separated into three case studies for the three initial cities in the pilot program: NYServes in
New York City, NY; NCServes in Charlotte, NC; PAServes in Pittsburgh, PA. From the cross
case analysis my recommendations for the AmericaServes staff; and for the communities were as
follows:

AmericaServes Staff:
1) Treat each community with a fresh lens.
2) Actively engage service providers for community feedback.
1H3) Ensure communication and education to all levers of the service providers.
- " .
%—GWW%%WHWW i j = 0

AmericaServes Communities:
——The coordination center needs to set the example for the community.
1)

2) Educate all Ievels of your orqamzatlon
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Executive Summary
AmericaServes is a coordinated network implemented by the Institute for Veterans and
Military Families of Syracuse University. This community engagement program is currently in
pilot stage in major cities on the east coast of the United States, including New York City,
NY, Charlotte, NC, and Pittsburgh, PA. The program began from a realization in New York City
that among the veteran non-profit service providers was a duplication of services. In the veteran
community, there are currently 45,000 service providers in the United States to s

this population_(Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015; Pollard, 2015). Also called the Sea of

Goodwill (Copeland & Sutherland, 2010), many of those capable of receiving services find the
process confusing, often with many barriers.

A solution to this problem came in the form of AmericaServes Coordinated Network
which provides veteran service providers in the same geographical area a software tool to
increase collaboration. The goal for the service providers is a new form of collaboration called
Collective limpact 2(Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011). Discussed by John Kania and
Mark Kramer ins 2011, collective impact is defined as, “commitment of a group of important
actors from different sectors to a common agenda for solving a specific social problem.”
(Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012; Heifetz, Kania, & Kramer, 2004; Kania & Kramer,
Collective Impact, 2011) With the software, each community can offer a clear and concise path
for veterans to receive services. Additionally, veterans that need

services than a provider has to offer,; can be connected to other providers in the network in
the best position to aid the veteran, service member, or family member.

The AmericaServes program began in New York City, NY, in October of 2013. Since

, there has not been a proper record of history kept by the IVMF (Institute for



Veterans and Military Families). Filling this gap, the purpose of the project was to investigate the

process of AmericaServes to author a historical narrative of the program

. To conduct this project,_qualitative and quantitative data-irfermation was

collected through interviews of IVMF and their partner’s staff and individual AmericaServes
coordination centers staff. Additionally, information was collected via formal past

studiesresearch from-theconducted by the IVMF, on topics ranging from -2 dataon

-veteran wellness;-and-cellective-impact., policy, and collective impact in

the veteran non-profit sector.

The AmericaServes model health care coordination models
-that allow health care providers to transfer and share reliable information to increase the

effective of treatments (McDonough, 2016; U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services, 2016). Applying this model to the lack of coordination and collaboration duphication

ofamong -veteranveteran -servicesservice providers, fDan-willyvou-documentthis duplicationaf]

created a network of service providers connected through a software platferm-platform from a

veteran owned and operated company, Unite US (Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015;

{Cleland, 2015). This platform s the service providers in an area to connect veterans

to other providers that specialize in a specific service. For example, a veteran service provider
that offers legal services may not offer health services. The AmericaServes network allows the
legal service provider to create a file that can be sent to the health services provider, allowing aid
to reach the veteran in need promptly (Cleland, 2015). Each city in the network is managed by a
coordination center which aids in organizing and communicated among all of the service

providers in the network. Additionally, the coordination center also serves as the call center for



the phone lines of the network, allowing the coordination center to refer veterans to any of
providers in the network (McDonough, 2016).

The significance of this project can be seen on multiple levels. First, this project serves as a
method of collecting pertinent information to the history of the Institute for Veterans and
Military Families. It will allow a clear record to be kept on the beginning of this ground breaking
program, offering an example for future use. Additionally, this project serves as a learning
platform for each of the cities in the AmericaServes network to increase the number of veterans
served. From the challenges and lessons learned, current AmericaServes cities initiatives may be
able to make necessary changes to their networks, increasing the effectiveness-ef-theirnetwork.
Lastly, this project can serve as a realistic example of utilizing collective impact, taking it from
theory to reality. Future cities in the AmericaServes network can now see first-hand how this

program can change the lives of the veterans in their communities, and how it can be

accomplished.

Vi
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Chapter 1
Introduction
The Needs of the Veteran Population

As of 2015, there were nearly 45,000 service organizations dedicated to veteran and
military family support (Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015). The existence of these
organizations scattered across the United States and other countries, when combined with the
work of the Department of Veteran Affairs, demonstrates a huge undertaking to support the
military veterans and their families as they return home and try to reintegrate back into society

(Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015; Berglass & Harrell, 2012; Copeland & Sutherland,

2010). While only 1% of our population currently serves in uniform, an additional 9%, or 21

////{Formatted: Font: (Intl) Times New

Roman, }

million people, are military veterans no longer currently
. This large portion of our society struggles with many aspects of health and wellness
not traditionally seen in the civilian population (Berglass & Harrell, 2012).
Among these 45,000 organizations, originally referred to as the “Sea of Goodwill” by
Copeland and Sutherland, there is also a high degree of disorganization
(Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015; Copeland & Sutherland, 2010). In the publi¢
sector, the Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs are currently working
hard to reform how veterans’ needs are fulfilled, however. it is unrealistic to expect these
organizations to overcome this challenge alone (Copeland & Sutherland, 2010; Berglass &

Harrell, 2012). In order to fill the gaps between service providers with various purposes, and

allow for veterans to reintegrate into the community, stakeholders must be able to operate under
a common goal and use a scalable model which each community can adopt (Berglass & Harrell,

2012).
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Full reintegration of veterans involves linking

to achieve a fully adapted and healthy
veteran population.
Veteran Wellness
To determine what differentiates military veterans from civilians in health, first
must defin health. Some definitions are simple, such as the mere absence of disease.
However, this definition, and many others, leave out specific factors long term effects of health
and wellness the veteran population may experience from their military service (Berglass &
Harrell, 2012). The World Health Organization describes the social determinants of health as the
“conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work, and age.” (WHO, 2015) Social
determinants have now been realized to have a much more profound impact on health that
originally thought (Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015). Applying this view to military
veterans offers a much deeper understanding of the many issues they face in our country.
When defining veteran health and wellness, new factors mu
. The definition used for this paper-project comes from a paper published by the
Center for a New American Security, titled, “Well after Service: Veteran Reintegration and
American Communities.” The authors state that veteran wellness is'a “dynamic and

multidimensional quality of one’s existence” including both “physical and psychological health

which can be described by four “key dimensions.” (Berglass & Harrell, 2012) /i Commented [Officel]: Isany of this their direct

wording? If so, place quoted phrases in quotation marks

1. Social and Personal Relationships (Berglass & Harrell, 2012): This includes relationships

in which the veteran interacts on a daily basis including “family, friends, and social



networks” and faith communities allowing veterans to feel “nurtured, supported, or
otherwise upheld by others.” (Berglass & Harrell, 2012) Social and personal relationships
allow a veteran connection with surrounding community offering mental, emotional, and
possibly physical support (Berglass & Harrell, 2012).
Mental and Physical Health (Berglass & Harrell, 2012): While this is a very broad
dimension, Berglass and Harrell state that access to healthcare is foundational to having
proper mental and physical health (Berglass & Harrell, 2012). For veterans, access to
healthcare is primarily with the VA System;; however, many
prevent this includ internal VA barriers, lack of community resources, and
not actively seeking help (Berglass & Harrell, 2012).

Satisfaction of Material Needs (Berglass & Harrell, 2012): This represents the
“requirement for financial and legal stability, safe and appropriate shelter, access to
goods and services necessary for a complete and rewarding life.” (Berglass & Harrell,
2012) An important consideration for veterans is that material needs were satisfied by the
military for the duration of their service, some last

Fulfilling this need after leaving the military requires a large increase in
personal responsibility (Berglass & Harrell, 2012).
Purpose (Berglass & Harrell, 2012): Purpose is described as the “need to fill time with
activities that a person enjoys, finds stimulating and rewarding, that facilitate their well-
being.” (Berglass & Harrell, 2012) | believe this is one of the most important aspects of
veteran wellness. the satisfaction of material needs, the
military provides this to active duty service members. This can be demonstrated by a

study complete by the Institute for Veterans and Military Families called “Missing



Perspectives”, in which authors found that a large portion of veterans connected their
military careers with a sense of purpose. When asked, “Why did you joiniag the
military?” subjects were allowed to rank their top 5 reasons. 3 of the top 7 responses
included a “sense of purpose”, “a history of service to your family”, and “defend your
country.” (Zoli, Maury, & Fay, 2015). Once an active duty service member leaves the
military, this sense of purpose can be lost. Additionally, many veterans may not be able
to fulfill their sense of purpose through a civilian career due to injuries sustained during
service (Berglass & Harrell, 2012).

The definition offered by Berglass and Harrell gives a full understanding of health and wellness

for the veteran population, and how it might iffe the civilian population.

These key dimensions can be applied to the current population, offering a-guidelines by which

veterans service organizations can base their services.

AmericaServes
AmericaServes is a coordinated service network meant to fill in the gaps among the
45,000 veteran serving organizations, allowing veterans, military members, and their family
members to receive services needed to fully support their health and needs (Armstrong,
McDonough, & Savage, 2015). This coordinated network is based on the kollective impact
model introduced by John Kania and Mark Kramer is 2011. Collective impact allows
organizations move past simple forms of collaboration, and move toward a common goal with

one another in a structured manner [(Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011)]. Originally, this

Commented [EL2]: Credityour source with this and
define it based on their ideas? When was this idea
| introduced?
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network was formed to fill a need in New York City for the disorganized veteran service

organizations (McDonough, 2016). From this initial program, AmericaServes is now on its way




to being a fully functioning, local community led service approach that, given time, can lead to
success on a national level.

This paper is divided into four sections. The first section provides background
information to help readers understand the people behind the initiative, and also the evolution of
the Institute for Veterans and Military Families (IVMF) work with communities. Second, I will
discuss three case studies which illustrate inception-to-current operation evolutions of the
AmericaServes network, in the first three cities in which the networks were utilized: New York
City, Charlotte, NC, and Pittsburgh, PA. Third, a cross case analysis will compare each of the
three cities, discussing similarities and differences between the cases, and how they contributed
to the network’s success. Finally, recommendations will be made for future implementation of
the AmericaServes network, and collective impact models in general.

Purpose of the Project

This paper serves various purposes. First, serves as a historical record
of the AmericaServes project, focusing on first three AmericaServes cities or
markets that were launched, including New York City, Charlotte, NC, and Pittsburgh, PA.
Second,

From each case study comes an understanding of the
challenges faced by the AmericaServes organization-, and how these challenges were overcome,
further strengthening the entire AmericaServes network. In addition, success stories from each
case study will be discussed in order to highlight the factors which led to that success. Third, the

paper will discuss lessons learned each city branch of AmericaServes
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O0verall, this paper serves to increase the overall success of the AmericaServes initiative

through review of past experiences, and -add to the discussion of implementing Celective

Impactand-how-to-implementthe-Collective-lmpact-model-Collective Impact successfully in the

veteran space.

Chapter 2

Background of AmericaServes

Leading up to AmericaServes
The concept for AmericaServes started with James McDonough, a retired U.S. Army
Colonel. His vast experiences in the military, followed by experience in the veteran non-profit

community, led him to establish connections, and partnerships to creat

AmericaServes. McDonough served in the U.S. Army for 26 years, starting his career with a
commission as an air defense artillery officer, and serving in a large array of leadership roles
throughout his service. After retir from the Army, McDonough direct
of-the New York State Division of Veterans” Affairs. During this time, he was responsible for
nearly one million veterans and their families in New York State him key
insights into how veterans were being served at that time (Institute for Veterans and Military
Familes (IVMF), 2015).

Upon leaving his position at the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs,
McDonough became the CEO of Veterans Outreach Center Inc. Veterans Outreach Center or

NOC, located in Rochester, NY, \is the nation’s oldest community based, non-profit organization
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for veterans and their family members. McDonough’s time at the Veterans Outreach Center
allowed him to witness first-hand the impact non-profit organizations can have on the veteran
population. Following his work at the VVeterans Outreach Center, McDonough served as the
Senior Fellow for Veterans Affairs at the New York State Health Foundation. During this time,
goals for the NYS Health Foundation included: expanding choices and access to community-
based services and care beyond the VA-run facilities; leveraging federal and private funding
opportunities for veterans; and serving as a thought leader and advocate for veterans (Veterans
Outreach Center Inc., 2012).

Each of these positions allowed McDonough to experience the broad spectrum of veteran
assistance between the public, and non-profit sectors. Additionally, McDonough was able to
foster connections in New York to respond to a challenge made by the Robin Hood Foundation
to connect veteran services. However, prior to this, McDonough began his work with the
Institute for Veterans and Military Families of connecting non-profit organizations together, all
of which were rallied around a single mission of decreasing veteran homelessness.

The precursor to AmericaServes was the SSVF and Community of Practice program,
utilized by the Community Engagement Team of the IVMF. The Supportive Services for Veteran
Families (SSVF) Program provides supportive services to very low-income veteran families
(U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, 2014). The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs provided
grants to non-profit organizations around the country to aid in decreasing veteran homelessness,
with the idea that community organizations collaborating around this purpose can solve the
problem faster and more efficiently than government agencies alone (U.S. Department of
Veteran Affairs, 2014). In New York State, the IVMF engaged the service providers of the SSVF

community by creating a Community of Practice in which to provide technical assistance to



veteran and military organizations. McDonough was a key component to this; he created the base
model for how to bring organizations together to provide them with best-practices, aiding in their
implementation of the program. However, the services provided in this case related

to veteran homelessness, and did not ai-in other services veterans
need around the country. Also, the community engagement from the IVMF offered
organizations to better collaborate with one another, did not
follow the practices of Collective Impact. In this case, collaboration meant that the organizations
communicated on a regular basis, and shared ideas, but did not fully embrace sharing the same
measurement tools and systems. What was next needed in this community was full collaboration
or coordination in which service providers follow the same model, and use the same tools to
create a larger impact. The SSVF organizations in New York State, aided by the IVMF, were the
basis for the AmericaServes network. The next step in the process was to unite organizations
together to offer a wide range of services for the veteran population through true coordination of
the large number of veteran service providers.

Collective Impact
Collective Impact is defined as the “commitment of a group of important actors from

different sectors to a common agenda for solving a specific social problem.” (Kania & Kramer,

Collective Impact, 2011)] The scope of this approach is through collaboration from all players in " Commented [EL5]: Again, publicly credit the source in |
your sentences

the civilian sector: public, private and non-profit stakeholders. However, Kania and Kramer’s
definition of collaboration is much more in depth to facilitate successfully implementing this
model to solve a complex social problem. Simple collaboration is defined as a practice by which
individuals work together to a common purpose to achieve benefits (AlIM, 2015). However, this

conception is not specific enough and does not provide enough structure that is needed to solve



complex problems. Collective impact is different from collaboration in that it involves having
infrastructure in place, dedicated staff, and a structured process to focus and lead the
organizations involved, effectively (Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012).

The premise of collective impact differ from how the philanthropic sector
works, in that it focuses on bringing organizations together. Currently, this sector is focused on
what is called Kania and Kramer called “Isolated Impact”, in that “a single organization
competes with other organizations to solve a complex problem”, often trying to “reinvent
independent solutions” to do so (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011). This can be seen
over the broad range of spaces in the non-profit sector of homelessness, education, health, and
veteran services (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011; Berglass & Harrell, 2012; Copeland
& Sutherland, 2010). When solving a “technical problem”, or a” problem with a known solution”
such as cost of a particular service or product, the isolated approach can be successful if an
organization has the appropriate expertise and resources available (Heifetz, Kania, & Kramer,
2004). However, trying to solve an “adaptive problem” is quite different (Kania & Kramer,
Collective Impact, 2011). This type of problem is one in which a solution is not known, and has
a great deal of complexity such as healthcare reform or education reform (Heifetz, Kania, &
Kramer, 2004). Social problems of any kind are adaptive problems with many stakeholders

will be affected by the outcome (Heifetz, Kania, & Kramer, 2004). For example, when

trying to solve the social problem of reintegration of veterans into the American society, there is
no organization with resources solv this immense ‘

issue (Copeland & Sutherland, 2010).

Success of Collective Impact
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any model social change, certain preconditions
must be met before utilizing collective impact (Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012):
1. An influential champion (Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012): A person or small
group capable of leaders from various sectors together.
2. Adequate financial resources: Resources to support the process for more than one year
(Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012).

3. Sense of urgency for change: Ability of organizations to recognize a problem the need for

change due to underlying factors (Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012). ___{Formatted: Font: (Intl) Times New Roman,
] Do not check spelling or grammar

Once these preconditions are recognized, and met, utilization of the collective impact
model may begin to be added to collaborative efforts already underway-established in a
community (Hanleybrown, Kania, & Kramer, 2012). In addition to the preconditions, there are
five conditions that must be met to bring about change for an adaptive problem (Kania &
Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011). First, all participants must have a “common agenda” in which
they share a common understanding of the problem, and a vision for solving the problem through
cooperation (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011). Second, the organizations must have
“shared measurement.” (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011) This allows for consistent
collection and interpretation of data, and aids in accountability (Kania & Kramer, Collective
Impact, 2011). Third, participant activities must be “mutually reinforcing” each
organization focuses on specific strengths all working toward the same goal (Kania
& Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011). Fourth, “continuous communication” must be maintained
among the organizations in the form of frequent, focused meetings (Kania & Kramer, Collective
Impact, 2011). Lasthy, for collective impact to succeed, there must be a “backbone organization”

to “plan, manage, and support” the initiative (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011).
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AmericaServes Model
The AmericaServes model is based heavily health--care coordination models
(McDonough, 2016). These models were because supplying high quality
health care has been increasingly difficult as chronic diseases become more prevalent in the
population (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2016). To effectively help patients
receive the care that they need, collaboration between multiple care providers allows for reliable

information to be shared, leading to safer and more effective care (U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services, 2016). Sharing information becomes incredibly important if a patient needs
to see multiple health care professionals for a complex illness or problem. In this case ‘
collaboration creates a network, or connected group of providers that communicate with one
another to provide the patient with the most efficient and effective care possible (U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, 2016).

A similar model is to the veteran population to solve

the complex needs of the veteran population (Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015). Often,
non-profit service organizations may not offer a full range of services needed to aid the veteran
in all stages of health. An organization may be able to offer services for housing a homeless
veteran, but may not be able to aid the veteran in connection to benefits offered by the
Department of Veterans Affairs or education services. AmericaServes solves this problem by
connecting a large group of veteran service providers in a geographical area of need (Armstrong,
McDonough, & Savage, 2015). The providers are connected via software from Unite US, a
veteran-owned-and-operated company. Unite US software is used in multiple capacities. The
first capacity is a free platform that connects service members to service providers in their local

communities by listing all the service providers available, and allowing that member to create a
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request for services (Unite Us, 2016). The second form of the Unite US software can be used by
service providers in which the provider can create a case management file outlining the veteran’s
needs, and either help the veteran internally, or refer the veteran to another provider with the
Unite US software in that community (Brillman, 2015).

The second purpose of the Unite US software is the basis for the AmericaServes
networks. The IVMF; and partner organizations first establish relationships in a community with
the need or want for the software. Service providers in the community are then linked together
via the Unite US software, with an organization to serve as the backbone or leader in that
community (Cleland, 2015). The leader of the community is called the CEoordination enter,
which acts to coordinate services between the various service providers. Once the network is
launched, a veteran can self-refer into the network via a website in the area served, or can be
referred into the network by a service provider member. Once the veteran

network, the veteran’s information can be shared with the large array of service
providers which the veteran with any need including veteran benefits, disability,
education, employment, financial services, healthcare, housing, legal services, mentoring, sports
and fitness, spouse support and volunteering. Each of these various services
increas quality of life in fulfill various aspects of
health and wellness
Case Analysis Introduction

The following chapters will three separate case analyses of the original
AmericaServes networks, also called “markets”, in New York City, NY, Charlotte, NC, and
Pittsburgh, PA. Each case analysis will introduce the city or market by the official title. For

example, the AmericaServes initiative in New York City is officially called NYServes: New
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York City. Similarly, Charlotte, NC is named NCServes: Metrolina, and Pittsburgh, PA is named
PAServes: Greater Pittsburgh. Following the introduction, | will discuss the inception of the
initiative into that region, including events and relationships that led to the beginning of the
market. Next, the analysis will discuss the planning and implementation portion, which evolved
from community to community. Additionally, I will discuss how the market was launched, and
success of the market in numbers and demographics of veterans served.
Lastly, challenges faced and lessons learned , followed by the

way ahead or future of the city.
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Chapter 3
Case Analysis of NYServes: New York City

AmericaServes did not officially begin as AmericaServes, but rather a single initiative in
New York City called NYServes. As the first city, it set into place a series of events that acted as
a catalyst for the movement which is now AmericaServes. The mission of NY Serves was to
“empower a coordinated network of service providers in the New York City area, and equip
them with the technological and informational resources need to efficiently guide service-
members, veterans, and their families to the most appropriate services and resources.” (IVMF,
2015) This network currently has 41 service providers whe-that cover the range of services
needed, including disability, education, employment, financial services, healthcare, housing,
legal services, mentoring, sport and fitness, spouse support and volunteering (IVMF, 2015). Key
players for NYServes include the Institute for Veterans and Military Families (IVMF),
Accenture, Unite US, Metis, Gotham Culture, and Services for the UnderServed (SUS). Funding
to support this initiative through a combination of the Robin Hood Foundation,
the New York State Health Foundation, the Walmart Foundation, Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, and United Services Automobile Association (USAA).

Inception
Although the N'YServes initiative did not launch until 2015, the partnerships that laid
foundation were set in place years prior. The official relationship between the IVMF

and Robin Hood began in 2010 with the Robin Hood Summit held in New York City (IVMF,
2012). Dr. Mike Haynie, the Executive Director and founder of the IVMF, was a featured
speaker at the Summit, in which he announced a partnership with the Robin Hood Foundation

and McKinsey & Co (IVMF, 2012). The purpose of the partnership was to expand the scope and



15

reach-depth of the IVMF’s employer-focused work to help bring training and resources to
employers in New York City, as well as across the country. (IVMF, 2012) The Robin Hood
Foundation, founded in 1988, is New York City’s largest poverty fighting organization, featuring
programs to help New York’s lowest income neighborhoods. In 2009, Robin Hood recognized
the issues faced by more than 250,000 veterans in New York City and began to serve them
through initiatives for homelessness, jobs, mental health, veteran benefits, legal assistance and
education (Robin Hood Foundation, n.d.). From these initiatives, and working with other local
partners, the Robin Hood Foundation a duplication of services
between the local veteran service providers, combined with little coordination between those
service providers (McDonough, 2016). The purpose, from then on, was to minimize these
duplications in a way that would maximize the services that veterans received from the service
providers in New York (Pollard, 2015).

other new initiatives or startup companies, one of the most important
ingredients to success the building of human relationships. In response to the need in New
York , the Robin Hood Foundation reached out Jim McDonough, the IVMF Senior Director
for Community Engagement and Innovation. McDonough was asked by Robin Hood to come to
New York City, and to devise a strategy to aid in the problem of duplication of services (Pollard,
2015). The main idea behind this was a “no wrong door” approach meaning that they wanted to
create a network of services in which an individual can enter through one door, and be directed
to the services they need (McDonough, 2016; Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015)}. In
October of 2013, the IVMF publically released news that the two organizations would be
working together over a period of 12 months to improve New York City’s existing services and

resources for military veterans and their families (IVMF, 2013). The intent from this partnership
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was to design an improved coordination system that included the public, private and independent
sectors to ensure veterans could easily connect to services (IVMF, 2013). Connection to these
services would allow military veterans, from any era, to fully integrate back into society.
Planning and Implementation

Planning officially began after the press release in October 2013 (McDonough, 2016).
The first step was te-determin how to build this initiative. McDonough decided to base
NY Serves on care coordination models currently utilized by many public
organizations, such as Medicare, to offer patients more efficient care with increased
collaboration from doctors and healthcare workers (Armstrong, McDonough, & Savage, 2015).
The basic overarching idea was to create a “coordination center” that could act as the backbone
organization in a community. Very similar to Administrative Service Organizations of Care
Coordination Models, a veteran could enter the network through the Coordination center, and it
could then send the veteran to a specialist within the community who could serve the veteran’s
need (McDonough, 2016).

Next, the community of New York City needed to become involved in the planning

process. In a meeting in October, Robin Hood Foundation approached public and veteran

specific service providers in the five boroughs to determine the N'Y'Serves project
could be successful. After the IVMF took the reins to lead the initiative, the
planning phase included determining partners . he planning

phase lasted approximately six to seven months, beginning in October of 2013 (McDonough,
2016).
The planning phase of AmericaServes has now been formalized and streamlined into a

specific process. Not having the luxury of this process, the NY Serves team, led primarily by
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McDonough of the IVMF, and Pollard of Accenture, put into place a series of meetings for the
community of New York City. With a total of approximately seven meetings, the purpose of the
first meeting was socialization between the service providers and leaders of the community
(Ahmadi, 2016). Although all of the meetings in the planning process were equally important,
the socialization meeting is paramount because it sets the tone for the duration of the planning
process, and determines the community will accept and participate in the initiative.
The next step of the planning process was to set the vision and shape for the initiative, which
would start to create the ‘buy-in’ or acceptance from the community (Cleland, 2015; Ahmadi,
2016). Also, during this time, service providers and users of the network were identified,
meaning those interested in participating came forward to continue in the process. Input was also
taken to include others initially included or participated in‘
the process. After these steps were completed, the next meeting in the planning process was to
determine the service area and coverage of the providers (Ahmadi, 2016; }{McDonough, 2016).‘
Coverage area can be separated by various factors including geography, and services provided.
In New York City, the geography was based on the five boroughs, The Bronx, Manhattan,
Queens, Brooklyn, and Staten Island. Service providers were found to cover each of these
boroughs through a large range of services (Ahmadi, 2016).

Next, the coordination center needed to be chosen to become the leader of the community
for this initiative. To accomplish this, it was decided to open up the opportunity, which included
leadership and funds, to a competitive selection process. IIn NYC, aRe for Proposals

(RFP) was published May 15, 2014, with

(Commented [EL6]: Ah, proposals! #WRT 307. ©

)

submissions being accepted until June 20, 2014. From the release, two service providers

submitted proposals to become the coordination center of NY Serves: Services for the
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Underserved (SUS) and Mental Health Association of NYC. RFP submission reviews were
conducted by a committee on July 15, 2015. From the review, Services for the UnderServed was
chosen to be the first coordination center for NY Serves.

Services for the UnderServed began in 1978 with dedicated services in support of
individuals and families facing homelessness, mental illness, disabilities, unemployment and
poverty in New York City and surrounding areas. main programs focus on services for

intellectual/developmental disabilities, homelessness, housing, behavioral health, veterans and

urban farms [(Services for the UnderServed, 2015)] . Due to the wide variety of services, the size Commented [EL7]: Transition needed here—this
paragraph is an orphan

of the organization, and its capabilities, SUS was an ideal candidate for the first AmeicaServes

coordination center.-

the-CC-

After the coordination center was chosen, the planning process continued with the

onboarding of the service providers into the network (Cleland, 2015). This process was [cOmmented [EL8]: #WRT 307 again. Ha!

completed by collecting all of the relevant information for the providers, including areas of
coverage, services provided, and eligibility criteria for the veteran, as determined by the
providers. Additionally, agreements were between the providers and
NY Serves around their duties and responsibilities, and licensing agreements were finalized with
Unite US for technology (Ahmadi, 2016; }{Pollard, 2015).
Launch and Progress

NY Serves operations January of 2015 with a “soft launch”. The soft

launch meant that there was no official ceremony or solidified communication around the launch.

Originally, this pilot program was meant to last for 1.5 years, which then was extended to 2 years

soon afterafter (McDonough, 2016). As of March 2016, 1514 members have been entered into 'Formatted: Font: (Intl) Times New Roman,
Do not check spelling or grammar
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the N'Y'Serves network creating 2,089 . The VetFile representf
the case file created to serve a veteran, service member or family member. VetFiles are created
for each service requested, allowing an individual to have multiple VetFiles in their record. Of
the 1514 members entered into the network, 87% were military members, 4% were spouses and
family members, and 9% were . From the 87% or 1310
that were military members, 56% were veterans, 23% were active duty, 16% were reserve or
National Guard, and 5% were retired, or undisclosed . Veteran Era rates
included 30% Post 9/11, 6% Persian Gulf, 3% Post Vietnam, 6% Vietnam Era, and 55% did not

know their era—era. Military Branches served included 51% Army, 18% Navy, 14% Marines, 8%

Air Force, 1% Coast Guard, and 8% did not disclose this information. 64% of those entered into
the network were Men, 20% were Women, and 16% did not disclose the information. The most
sought after needs included housing with 30% of the VetFiles created, followed by 27% for
employment services and 11% legal services. The rest of the VetFiles created consisted of 9%
for benefits services, 7% for financial services, 6% for education, and 10% for family support,
and, healthcare, mentoring, meeting veterans, meeting supporters, sports and fitness, disability,
and volunteering |
Challenges

Challenges faced by AmericaServes offered unique insights into how to best serve
veterans in the future. First, and foremost, a major challenge faced was “buy-in” or confidence in
the software and the initiative. To achieve this confidence, the IVMF and partners, must
effectively communicate the value of the initiative to all levels of the community. However,
much of the sales were done on the leaders of the service providers in the area of service. While

this was good for the leaders of the organizations, the knowledge of NY Serves was not
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communicated to all levels of the organizations, including the case managers, who directly
contact the veterans. Without the information of the network reaching all levels, if the initiative
moved forward, case managers, or other employees not directly involved with the planning
process were surprised by the use of a new software system. Because of this, employees were
less likely to be confident in the system, because they were not educated properly of the benefits
and usage. (Cleland, 2015; Kubala, 2015) Without confidence, there is no participation, leading
to a low number of veterans being helped at the start of the initiative. (Cleland, 2015; Kubala,
2015)

challenges lack of system usage and provider
adoption of the system. ultiple factors includ lack of
confidence in the system, as previously discussed, and perceived additional workload
case managers . Perceived additional workload was due to the case-workers using Egrﬂg';tgﬁ : Cioglt)é |§:2;IngéT§§m2(ﬁw Roman,
a new software system that did not communicate with the systems already in place in the
organization. For the network to successfully be used, and veterans to be served, veterans must
be placed into the network by the service provider. With many providers not participating, this
led to a slower-than-hoped increase in referrals into the system (Cleland, 2015). Additionally,
this software was originally intended to only be used the by the service providers, and did not
allow for veterans to request help from the providers in the system. Because of this, veterans had
to physically visit one of the service providers in the network to receive services. This was a
problem for two reasons: first, if the providers did not use the system correctly, a veteran would
not get all of the services they needed; second, it left out a large portion of the population of

veterans that needed assistance - . Formatted: Font: (Intl) Times New Roman,
Do not check spelling or grammar
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Prior to launch, another challenge was lack of measurement and evaluation among the
non-profit partner organizations in New York City (Cleland, 2015). Measurement and evaluation
is paramount to determining how successful a non-profit organization is by measuring their
impact on their target population (W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 2004). Additionally, measurement
and evaluation can provide data to aid an organization improv their practices
serve their population better (W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 2004). However, non-profit
organizations often do not conduct measurement and evaluation to

these factors (Cleland, 2015). This issue has an additional effect on the start of

an initiative like AmericaServes. Without measurement and evaluation in place, it was difficult
to obtain a baseline or starting point indicating how many veterans are currently being served,
and indicating the outcome to this service. Determining the effectiveness of N Serves was then
more difficult, with no previous data how many morg
veterans were being served because of NY Serves.

Additionally, there was add providers to the

NY Serves network -(Kubala, 2015; Cleland, 2015). Onboarding of providers into the system is

important because it determines the criteria needed for that organization to serve a veteran, such
as discharge status, economic status, etc. Without formal processes in place to conduct this
portion, onboarding providers because a difficult and tedious process for the IVMF staff
members. Service providers were also continuously being onboarded after the official launch of
the network, leading to lack of education and knowledge of the system because the providers did
not attend the initial training. (Cleland, 2015). The constant onboarding process also

compounded other challenges such as confidence in the software and provider adoption.
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Lessons Learned

Challenges in any start up organization or program, while incredibly difficult to navigate,
offer a unique perspective to help that organization adapt and continually progress. NY Serves
challenges - valuable lessons, including how to decrease
provider onboarding time, how to dramatically reduce the planning phase, how to increase buy-
in, and how to increase provider adoption resulting in increasing users
and number of referrals in the network.

One of the first lessons learned from this new initiative was that of organization and
management of the service providers. To allow each of the organizations to participate in the
program, they were onboarded by being educated on the network, and officially signing an
agreement with N'YServes. Also in the onboarding process was determining the eligibility
criteria of the organization, including who that organizations can help. This process was done by
hand, via excel spreadsheets provided by the IVMF. While effective, this process was incredibly
time consuming, and lacked a formal process plan. From this issue, a formal process was set in
place allowing for more effective and efficient provider onboarding. This provider onboarding

was also now known to best be

completed to decrease confusion from
the providers. Stemming from this challenge came an
official electronic onboarding form, added to the website, decreas time and resources

spent on his effort.
As previously discussed, buy-in or confidence in the network was a prominent challenge
from the beginning of the initiative. Any new initiative in a community can and will most likely

meet resistance;; however, this situation worsense¢ if the users of the program are not



23

properly educated. In New York City, this was the case. Many of the employees of the service
organizations were not involved in the planning process (Cleland, 2015). This led to little

knowledge of the software and the overall purpose of the program. Because of this lack of

support, NY Serves had the longest planning process, with about [nine ]planning meetings. After |
the planning phase was complete, an estimated thirty additional supportive meetings were |
conducted by the IVMF staff to fix the problems not solved in the official planning process
(Cleland, 2015). This lesson was valuable moving forward from NY Serves to help increase the
awareness of the program in following communities. Additionally, due to

time-- and resource the N'Y Serves meetings, the planning process
was streamlined, by providing preliminary meetings in communities prior to an official start
(Cleland, 2015; Kubala, 2015).{Dan:-check documentcarefully there seem-to-be-missing

Another major challenge for NYServes was provider adoption of the software system.
Provider participation is paramount to success for two reasons. First, initially only service
providers could enter veteran referrals into the software system (Cleland, 2015; Kubala, 2015).

Since this was the only entrance to the system, serving providers not using the system would

drastically reduce the number of veterans that needed the benefits from AmericaServes. Fhis

communication-between-organizations-Second, once service providers used the system, the
value from the software confidence in the system increased,
to more case managers using the software for the benefits provided. To increase the

usage , Unite US developed a self-referral entry point to the network via the

network website: nycserves.org. Once a veteran located the website, a form was created allowing

Commented [EL9]: Write out numbers under 100
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a veteran to request help for a specific need. This allowed referrals to enter the system,
demonstrating the value to the service providers of the network, increasing the confidence and
usage of the system (Cleland, 2015).
Once the self-referral system was established, usage of the network increased,
leading the
IVMF staff to develop a marketing strategy. A marketing plan was then established, including

cards and pamphlets, search engine optimization analytics, and social media usage of

Facebook and Twitter. The marketing veterans without relying
fully on the veteran’s service providers in the network decreas workload of the
provider (Cleland, 2015). Additionally, the self-referral system the network to

a wider range of veterans and their families, by using new and

The Way ahead

The way ahead for NY Serves is exciting for various reasons. This initiative was the
first time collective impact was used for the Veteran population in order to increase collaboration
and services. the program faced many challenges, the success seen in this city set
the example for the following communities in the AmericaServes network. Lessons learned,
either positive or negative, allowed for the IVMF to increase the confidence in the network,
while also increasing the network’s effectiveness in helping the veteran population.
Since it has proved successful, N Serves can continually function, and now has the
opportunity to be taken in to the management of the public sector such as federal, state or local
government. Additional options could be private funding and management . The

AmericaServes network continues to expand into the Upstate New York region, with the
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upcoming planning and launch of AmericaServes: New York State. Given the wide array of

options for future management of NY Serves, a successor must be selected carefully as to find th

appropriate fit for the program.pBe

[Formatted: Highlight

the network continues to grow, options and future innovations to the network will continue

expand, leading towards a bright future.

Chapter 4

Case Analysis of NCServes: Metrolina
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NCServes: Metrolina officially began as the second area to go live in the AmericaServes

network, -with a purpose serv the Charlotte region of North Carolina. North Carolina
to nearly 770,000 veterans, 116,000

active duty service members, and 22,000 members of the Reserve component, has a long history
of supporting veterans through public and private initiatives led the way for NCServes
(IVMF, 2015). Key players for NCServes included the IVMF, Accenture, Unite US, and
Charlotte Bridge Home. Funders for this initiative included the Walmart Foundation, Levine
Family Foundation, and Foundation for the Carolinas . Eg”ﬁi?ﬁﬂ e cioggé |§: EglngéTgEmgiw Roman,

Public support for veterans, service members, and their families, in North Carolina has
been on the rise since 2001 (IVMF, 2016). In 2006, North Carolina participated in the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) / TCA Conference called; “The
Road Home: The National Behavioral Health Conference on Returning Veterans and their
Families.” (IVMF, 2015) In the years , numerous SAMSHA program policies
and collaborations were conducted focusing on the health and support for veterans and their
families (IVMF, 2015). On April 17, 2014, Governor Pat McCrory signed Executive Order #49
creating the “Governor’s Working Group on Veterans Service Members and their Families”, or
“Working Group”, to extend previous policies and to make North Carolina a more
veteran--friendly state (IVMF, 2015).

Inception

Although:; the official planning process for NCServes began in 2014, the foundation for
NCServes was laid in combination of the success of a non-profit organization in Charlotte, called
Charlotte Bridge Home, and private funding and support from the Walmart Foundation (Bourne,

2016; IVMF, 2015)
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Charlotte Bridge Home was founded in July of 2011 by Tommy Norman, an Army
Special Forces veteran with a mission to help severely wounded Iraqgi war veterans
wanted to make Charlotte their permanent home. Originally, it began with Tommy; and his wife
Patty, inviting veterans into their home. However, they quickly outgrew this, officially opening
Charlotte Bridge Home with an overall mission to support veterans throughout the life cycle
(Charlotte Bridge Home, 2012).

In 2012, Charlotte Bridge Home; saw an opportunity to collaborate with other
organizations to ensure service organizations were working together efficiently to serve more
veterans (Bourne, 2016). To determine the priorities of the veteran community in Charlotte,
Charlotte Bridge Home was able to receive funding from two organizations to take part in an
environmental scan of the geographical area to challenges (Bourne, 2016).
From this research a report was published called “Coming Home: Support for Returning
Veterans in Charlotte-Mecklenburg”, in which two priorities were set (Bourne, 2016):

1) Better education and connectivity from veterans to employers (Bourne, 2016).

2) Better connectivity in the non-profit provider space including helping non-veteran

providers feel comfortable with helping veterans (Bourne, 2016).

Once the priorities were established, Charlotte Bridge Home started filling in
the community gaps (Bourne, 2016). In, 2013 the Charlotte Alliance for Veteran Employment
was as a community--wide employer network acting as a forum for employers to

share successes and challenges for veteran employment, and also to develop standards for

Veteran transition support (Charlotte Bridge Home, 2012). Once CAVE was established, the
next priority was determined by the environmental scan of increasing connectivity between non-

profit service providers (Bourne, 2016). In 2014, to increase connectivity, Charlotte Bridge
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Home identified 127 service providers in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg area to determine what the
differences were between service providers, and worked to intimately understand those providers
(Bourne, 2016). Following this collaboration, in July of 2014, McDonough and Pollard from
AmericaServes approached Charlotte Bridge Home to forge a relationship and discuss the
opportunity for a program similar to NY Serves in Charlotte.

While Charlotte Bridge Home pav the way for veteran service providers in
Charlotte, sector support for a veteran initiative came from the Walmart
Foundation. After; NY Serves was launched, it became a prime example of how the collective
impact model can be applied and adapted to the veteran population, on a large scale. Seeing this
in action, the Walmart Foundation contacted the IVMF aunching a similar
initiative across the entire state of North Carolina. Throughout the process of relationship
building, and communication, a plan of action was formed, later to be called Welcome Home
North Carolina (King, 2015).

On September 1, 2015, as part of the Welcome Home North Caroline initiative, Gov. Pat
McCrory announced a gift of $1 million from the Walmart Foundation to help veterans statewide
assimilate to civilian life (King, 2015). This gift was in conjunction with support from the IVMF,
and from the sector via Gov. Pat McCrory. Additional support came from the N.C.
Department of Veterans Affairs via NC4VETS, a resource guide produced and published to

assist and educate veterans about state and federal benefits (NCAVETS, 2016).

Planning and Implementation
Planning for NCServes began on September 25, 2014 with a meeting at Charlotte Bridge

Home led by Jim McDonough of the IVMF and Maggie Pollard of Accenture. This phase of
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NCServes was funded by the Wal-Mart Foundation in support of veterans for the state of North
Carolina. The strategy sessions for NCServes followed a similar plan that was able to be
completed in six planning sessions from September 2014 to January 2015.

Charlotte Bridge Home hosted 115 individuals
representing 62 service providers from the Charlotte region, with an overarching purpose to
increase collaboration (Bourne, 2016). In the presence of a professional facilitator, individuals
were divided into groups or functional areas based on the types of services offered, working
together to determine the strengths of their organizations for the populations they serve,
eligibility criteria for their services and gaps in services (Bourne, 2016).

the collective impact model, this meeting
celebrated organizations’ specialties and differences the
determination of five common factors pertaining to their service areas that all of the providers in
attendance agreed upon (Bourne, 2016; Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011; Price, 2015).
Included in this historic meeting, McDonough from the IVMF, Pollard from Accenture, and
representatives from the Walmart Foundation; participated by sharing their thoughts and
expertise, continually building the relationship between the Charlotte community and the IVMF
(Bourne, 2016). Between the dedication to serve veterans of the North Carolina, relationship
building between numerous organizations, and a new level of collaboration between the
organizations, the groundwork was set for the planning process of NCServes to begin.

From September of 2015 through January of 2016, the Charlotte region completed six
strategy sessions, similar to that of N'YServes (Bourne, 2016; Cleland, 2015) The first meeting
introduced the service providers from the community to the NCServes network, including the

functionality of the software, how it provides value to the community, and background
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information o collective impact model (Ahmadi, 2016; Kania & Kramer, Collective
Impact, 2011). The next step in the planning process which
service providers should and wanted to be part of the network, including the service providers
not present at the initial meetings. Coverage area of the service providers was also
important to determine. Unlike New York City, the landscape of Charlotte allowed for a much
larger area to be served, making it more difficult to de boundaries for the
network. From the large area of Charlotte, eight counties were chosen to support the
AmericaServes - NCServes initiative: Cabarrus, Catawba, Gaston, Lincoln, Mecklenburg,
Rowan, Iredell, and Union. Once the service area was established, the following meeting
determined the functionality of the network such as network and consumer affairs, and
identifying goals and targets (Ahmadi, 2016). The final planning session finished in January of
2015 focused on service provider onboarding. From the experience NY Serves,
onboarding became a more formal process consisting of providing technology training on the
software, and collecting any key information that was not previously collected (Ahmadi, 2016).
On February 20, 2015 the Request for Proposal (RFP) was released for the backbone

organization or coordination center for NCServes. During this time, it was thought by the
community that Charlotte Bridge Home would be chosen as the coordination center, as
already filled a leadership role for veteran services in the community. Despite this, a competitive
selection process was again chosen, identical to NY Serves, to determine which organization was
most capable to serve as the coordination center. The RFP was open from February to March 31,
2015, during which time Charlotte Bridge Home was the only organization to

fulfill the duties of the Coordination center. A selection committee was formed, and

Charlotte Bridge Home was selected on May of 2015, with contract start date of June 1, 2015.
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Launch and Progress

On August 1, 2015, NCServes: Metrolina officially launched and began serving veterans,
service members and their families in Charlotte, North Carolina. Charlotte Bridge Home was
now serving as the coordination center, and an estimated 32 service providers were onboarded
into the network. From August to December 13, 2015, NCServes received 939 total service
requests, with a total of 459 network members served (Unite US, 2016). A vast majority of the
services requested were employment needs with 288 requests, 31% of the total. The next two
most highly sought after needs were housing with 16% and financial assistance with 15%.
Healthcare and Benefits consisted of 11% each, with the following service categories of
education, meeting supporters, legal, disability, volunteering, sports and fitness, mentoring, and
spouse support, making up the left over percentages (Unite US, 2016). Among the service
requests, 57% were Post 9/11 era, 20% were Persian Gulf Era, 13% were Vietnam Era, and 10%

were Post Vietnam Era—{Era (Unite US, 2016). Branch of Service data collected showed that

Branch of Service percentages served were Army: 56%, Navy: 18%, Air Force: 11%, Marines

9%, and Coast Guard 1% (IVMF, 2016). Among the total number of military affiliated

individuals, 74% were veterans, 9% currently served on active duty, 6% served in the National

Guard, 5% were retired, and 4% served in a reserve component.-Differs fromearlierinno

Challenges Faced

While, NCServes has been the most successful network of AmericaServes to date, it did
own obstacles. Charlotte was chosen the first location of
NCServes due to the high level of collaboration from the non-profit, and public sectors,

combined with the leadership abilities of Charlotte Bridge Home. However, from the
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, apprehension from the community in trusting the outside
organizations and entities was challenging for the IVMF; and its partners (Bourne, 2016). To
overcome this challenge, trust and relationship building became a high priority for the
coordination center to establish buy-in from the community service providers. In addition, many
service providers viewed the Unite US technology platform as “just another electronic health
record”, which created a form of redundancy in their internal processes (Bourne, 2016). This
redundancy was viewed as additional labor, which resulted in resistance to change, with also
little incentive to change as well (Bourne, 2016).

NY Serves, measurement and evaluation largely
underutilized by the non-profit organizations in Charlotte (Bourne, 2016). This
very little tracking of veterans through their systems. Without this tracking, few
organizations had accurate data for number of veterans served, outcomes of the served veterans,
and, how to better serve veterans in the future. Lack of measurement also made it
difficult to forecast an increase or decrease in the volume of veterans that would be served once
the technology was launched (Bourne, 2016).

Numerous coordination center internal challenges were also present during the planning
and launch of NCServes. As a grassroots organization, Charlotte Bridge Home, was a less
mature organization in terms of budget, and formal processes. Additionally, this organization
was also much smaller in staff and management than that of the N'Y Serves coordination center.
During the beginning of the launch phase, simple problems such as using various brands of
computers that were not properly linked, and inadequate phone lines prevented smooth da

operations. (Bourne, 2016). One of the most difficult internal challenges was

of veterans utiliz the services of Charlotte Bridge Home as the
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coordination center (Bourne, 2016). Because this initiative was still in the infant stages,
determining the number of veterans; and family members would use the network
difficult to predict. Primarily this was due to lack of measurement and evaluation of
the service providers, as well as the unique qualities of each community. Prior to the network
launching, Charlotte Bridge Home served approximately 10 to 15 veterans or service members
per month. Once NCServes launched this number increased to between 87 and 120 veterans,

service members, or family members, with an average of approximately 100 individuals

(Bourne, 2016). h number does not represent the number
of veterans physically entering the coordination center, those calling in to
request services. Additionally, the lack of predictability timing and number of

new staff members was difficult to determine; from an operational standpoint (Bourne, 2016).
Despite the large numbers of veterans served, the coordination center’s primary role as a
service provider had now dramatically . Charlotte Bridge Home originally
functioned as a veteran service provider, however, once became the coordination center,
role shifted to one similar to a
center (Bourne,
2016). primary responsibility was now to enter veterans into the NCServes network,
primarily from phone requests for services, replacing the need for veterans to physically enter
(Bourne, 2016). Although; Charlotte Bridge Home was highly
capable of serving veterans, a focus was also on tasking other organizations in the network to aid
these veterans as well. , due to the lack of physical interaction, maintaining a

personal touch to a veteran’s file is much more difficult, turning a human into a number or case
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file (Bourne, 2016). Details of the veteran’s life; and struggle lostin
searching for how best to serve them (Bourne, 2016).
Lessons Learned

While the success and growth of NCServes continues to increase, the challenges
presented allowed valuable lessons learned not only to the Charlotte community, but also to the
AmericaServes partners. One major difference in Charlotte, compared to other
locations such as New York City, is that the community was already in a collaborative state, with
a backbone organization in place (Bourne, 2016; Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011).
Although role as a backbone organization was informal, it offered leadership to the
community, helping to bring the nonprofit organizations together around a common purpose. All
of these factors allowed for easier acceptance from the community, once the realization was
made that it was in best interest. Additionally, finding a coordination center to act as the
lead of the initiative in Charlotte was simple because Charlotte Bridge Home was already filling
this role, only without the software of the network. Each of these factors demonstrates the unique
capabilities offered by the various communities in the network, while at the same time
highlighting the differences in collaboration.

Entering a community as an outsider can be difficult due to a cultural gap and lack of
trust. A major learning point to entering a new community is that local communities need to feel
like they have a voice, and maintain some control over the functioning of the network. This pairs
well with the goals of the IVMF, and for serving communities in the
future. At the same time, it must be completely clear to that community the reasoning behind
what the IVMF is doing and why. In Charlotte, Charlotte Bridge Home served as a liaison

between the IVMF and their partners, and the community, helping to bridge the gap and build
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trust. The cultural gap can include many factors such as language used, business processes, and
the large difference between “grass root” organizations and organizations based on business
practices. Charlotte Bridge Home was able to accomplish this because the collective impact
model resonated with mindset for serving veterans (Bourne, 2016).

Since a gap between an academic institution like the IVMF, and the community can be
large, and some of the providers may not agree with the direction of the network, it was also
learned that it is very easy for a strategy session to stall. From meeting to meeting, it is very
important to maintain progress while still meeting the needs of the community, allowing for the
process not to feel rushed or be-mov too quickly (Bourne, 2016). Recognition must also be
made between the various each community may progress
differently, and a tactic that allows one community to be successful may not work in another.
Customization to the community in question must be the focus, rather than a one-size-fits-all.

Customization and the success of the network rely significantly on building trust and
relationships in the community (Bourne, 2016). These relationships must be built between the
IVMF and the community, but also within the community between the various service providers,
and between the coordination center and the providers. As stated by Blake Bourne of Charlotte
Bridge Home, “Face time and trust cannot be underestimated or replaced, building relationships
between providers is a top priority.” (Bourne, 2016) uccessfully act building relationships

the responsibility of the coordination center have a deep
understanding of the service providers in the network (Bourne, 2016). This allows various
benefits. First, if buy-in from the community or a specific provider is low, or the provider has
little confidence in the network, understanding a provider will allow for the coordination center

to demonstrate the value of using the network.
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the network to the community and to the providers

essential to . In this case, selling the network fulfills the
purpose of serving as many veterans as possible, while increasing collaboration among the
community.

Another aspect is car

to the network (Bourne, 2016). For NCServes, a of the
success is based on the case managers responsible for connecting with veterans one on one. Case
managers will not only be the ones using the network to create VetFiles, but will also be the ones
benefit-the most from the advantages the software.
he coordination center and the service providers car
the individuals completing the necessary work, leading to the success or failure of the

network.

Lastly, the coordination center

to the volume increase of
learn to properly receive and enter referrals into the system. A side effect
of the acting as the coordination center is receiving a high volume of phone calls to enter
veterans into the network. As previously mentioned, this changes the and
feel of the coordination center from original intent
et processes in place to effectively coordinate the volume of referrals; can make a
difference in how smoothly and efficiently the coordination center conducts business day to day.
The Way Ahead
The way ahead for NCServes is bright and will continue to lead the way for the

AmericaServes network. Since success in Charlotte, NCServes is now expanding with
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plans to include cities across the state of North Carolina. The next city in the works for

NCServes is currently Raleigh/Durham, which has now been through the planning phase, with
plans to launch in June of 2016 (Kubala, 2015; McDonough, 2016) NCServes has a large amount
of support publicly and privately;; however scaling this initiative may prove to be challenging in
the future, including rural areas. Another factor to consider includes penetration rate. That
is, currently, NCServes is s ing a small percentage of the population next

challenge is how to serve those not being reached
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Chapter 5
Case Analysis of PAServes: Greater Pittsburgh
PAServes was the second city to start the planning phase, and the third city to launch in
the AmericaServes network. PAServes currently includes 28 service providers, covering the
Greater Pittsburgh area, including Westmoreland, Alleghany, and Butler counties in which an
estimated 140,000 veterans live. The key players for PAServes includes the Institute for Veterans
and Military Families, Accenture, Unite US, and Pittsburgh Mercy Health System serving as the
coordination center. To support the initiative in Pittsburgh, funding for the various stages came
from The Heinz Endowments, Hillman Family Foundations, and DSF Charitable Foundation, all
located around the Pittsburgh area . ggrmgttgg : CEOQSé |§: Rslg rT; Tgfnmgiw Roman,
Inception
NCServes, the inception of PAServes was born from the success seen
in New York City from NY Serves, in combination with relationship building and networking
from key players . Interested in finding new and innovative initiatives in which to invest
, The Heinz Endowments became aware of the NY Serves; through association with
the Robin Hood Foundation (Kubala, 2015). A discussion formed surrounding the newly
launched coordinated network of NY Serves. Interested in a similar initiative
, a representative from the Heinz Endowments contacted the IVMF to
request a meeting with the key players of the AmericaServes network. From the following
discussions, the Heinz Endowments agreed to support a PAServes initiative via funding,

the way for the planning phase (Pollard, 2015).
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Planning and Implementation

The planning phase for the PAServes began in late 2014, soon after the start of the
planning phase for NCServes. This phase was conducted in four sessions, which was an
improvement from the seven to eight sessions conducted for N'Y Serves, and the six sessions for
NCServes. The planning sessions were conducted in a consistent with the
previous communities. To begin the planning sessions, community service providers and
supporters of veterans in the Pittsburgh area were invited to learn about a new initiative that was
PAServes. The first meeting was an introduction to AmericaServes including the mission, vision,
and the technology platform to support it (Ahmadi, 2016). Importantly, this meeting also gauged
interest level in the initiative, and allowed for relationships to begin forming; that could latey

lead to the success of PAServes (Ahmadi, 2016).

The next strategy session of the planning process which
providers should and wanted to be part of the network. any of the providers
the meeting, but also included service providers not
present. A determination
coverage area. NCServes, determining a cutoff point; or border for the
network would determine the number of veterans assisted how many service

providers were needed (Ahmadi, 2016).

The third strategy session the functionality of the network, dividing
service providers into categories based on their services offered to veterans. During this time
eligibility criteriasn w discussed, which is the a veteran must meet to be

served by a service provider (Ahmadi, 2016). Eligibility criteria depends on the purpose of the

service provider, including details such as type of discharge from the military (honorable,
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dishonorable, etc.), era of service, branch of service, income level, etc. The final strategy session
acts as the provider onboarding workshop in which information is gathered from providers for
them to effectively participate in the network itself (Ahmadi, 2016). At this point, all agreements
between the various partners were determined; and outlined. As a further step in the technology
introduction process, user profiles and network profiles were made to allow the organizations to
function inside ofthe network (Ahmadi, 2016).
After all planning strategy sessions were completec, the Request for Proposals

(RFP) for the PAServes coordination center was released on April 30, 2015.

other communities in the network, the process for choosing a coordination center was
conducted competitively, allowing an organization offering the most value to become the
coordination center. In response to the RFP, four organizations submitted proposals
Checkpoint, Interim HealthCare, VetAdvisor, and Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System
(McDonough, 2016). The application process closed on June 15, 2015, and a committee was
convened to determine the choice. In July of 2015, Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System was
chosen to be the coordination center by a selection committee, and was then notified.

Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System
has a long-standing history with helping to meet physical, mental and spiritual needs of people in
need. This unique organization can trace its roots back to the Sisters of Mercy, a religious
congregation founded in 1831 in Ireland (Coyne, 2016; Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System,
2015). From Ireland, members came to America founding the Sisters to America, which opened
the first hospital in Pittsburgh in 1847 (Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System, 2015). Since then,
they have focused on community based services, helping communities in all aspects of care

(Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System, 2015). Realizing the need to aid veterans and their
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families, combined with the belief that PAServes would fit well into their community, they

submitted their proposal to act as the coordination center (Coyne, 2016).

Launch and Progress

The PAServes coordination center contract officially started on August 1, 2015, with the
search to expand the Pittsburgh Mercy team beginning as well. On October 1, 2015, PAServes
was officially launched to begin serving veterans, service members, and their families in the
Greater Pittsburgh area. As of March 2016, PAServes has added 316 veterans, service members
or family members to the PAServes network, creating 524 VetFiles . Of the 31¢
individuals added 92% are military members

5% are military spouses, 2.5% are family

members, and 0.5% are civilian supporters . Of the military members, 17%

were post 9/11 era, 15% were Post-Vietnam, 9% were Persian Gulf, 8% were Vietnam Era, 2%
were Korean or Post-Korean Era, and 49% did not know their era. From those various eras, 51%
were veterans, 28% were active duty, 13% were reserve or National Guard, 2% were retirees,
and 6% did not disclose the information . 71% of those entered into the networ
were male, 16% were female, and 13% did not disclose the information. f the 524
VetFiles created 23% were for family support, 20% were for housing, and 15% were for benefit
services . The remaining services requested were 13% for financial assistance,
9% for employment, 7% for legal services, 7% for healthcare, and 6% for education, mentoring,

meeting veterans or supporters, sports and fitness, disability, and volunteering
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Challenges

While NY Serves, and NCServes both provided valuable learning opportunities,
PAServes faced challenges other AmericaServes
communities, unique challenges the Greater Pittsburgh area. The level of

collaboration that of Charlotte, with no clear leader in
the community for veteran services. he planning strategy sessions
be more difficult to bring the community together. he planning
phase was not rigid enough for the community (Coyne, 2016). Service providers, for various
reasons, did not attend meetings regularly, resulting in increased workload to reteach the
providers missed information (Coyne, 2016).

A unique challenge for PAServes was the community was initially much more
hesitant of the-outside organizations than that of NCServes (Coyne, 2016). Also unique to
PAServes was the introduction of the program to the community; via a funder rather than
th community members. In the case of
NCServes, the community was already functioning with a high degree of collaboration, and with
an eagerness toward to program. While the PAServes funders were eager for the opportunity, the

community service providers were much more hesitant (Cleland, 2015).

Similar to NY Serves, and NCServes, PAServes challenges with service
provider adoption. Many providers in the community felt threatened
organizations community; and did not fully
understand how to use the network (Coyne, 2016). Other organizations did
not feel that their community was in need of such a service. Additionally,

providers did not collective impact,
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celebrates the differences various organizations, to produce a no wrong
door approach (Coyne, 2016). Service providers also an improper choice
for the coordination center. If a proper coordination center was not chosen, one organization may
not refer a veteran to other organizations, based on a biased view of service providers in the area

Service providers m lose or gain traffic depending on how veterans are directed to the

various providers in the community (Coyne, 2016).

For many in the community, the planning strategy sessions felt fast, or rushed, causing
some service providers te-not to complete onboarding, training, etc. (Coyne, 2016). Providers did
not fully understand how to use the network, which ¢ impact i-the
success or failure of the program in the region. Many in Pittsburgh viewed Unite

US software as a database, however the software is not taught as a database. This caused

miscommunication and confusion among the providers the overall purposg
of the software and how it could be-benef to their organization (Coyne, 2016).

A ing challenge also repeated through the-various
communities was leadership the service organizations

such as the executive directors and program managers, were aware of
the initiative . However, employees of the organizations working with
veterans one on one, including the case managers and service coordinators, were not as open to
the idea of PAServes. Many viewed the network and
software as just another system in which to input information
cases program or case managers
knowledge of the due to lack of communication within

(Bourne, 2016; Coyne, 2016). Leadership from the
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coordination center was needed in a fundamental way to increase buy-in among the case
managers allowing trust to form, which would later turn into cooperation; and collaboration
(Coyne, 2016).
Many organizational challenges during this time as well. Pittsburgh
Mercy Healthcare System was chosen in July to be the coordination center. The time between
July and the live launch in October was a difficult due to the preparation process (Coyne, 2016).
An example of this would be hiring employees to staff the coordination center. Hiring employees
is no easy process, especially in larger organizations. Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System was
not able to navigate through the hiring process until October, after the launch of the network,
put behind the curve (Coyne, 2016). Prior to adding employees, the
coordination center was managed by one employee, putting a high amount of pressure
employee; and the organization. Due to the late hiring, training the newly on--boarded
employees took more time than the organization felt comfortable (Coyne, 2016). Additional
internal challenges unique to PA technology literacy (Cleland, 2015).
Depending on the organization’s experience with certain technology platforms, onboarding or
using that organization as the coordination center became much more challenging. because extra

time needed to be spent on basic technology literacy (Cleland, 2015; Coyne, 2016)

Lessons Learned
major lessons learned from PAServes was that of how the initiative was
introduced to the community. NCServes was introduced to their community by a service

provider leader, already trusted by the other service providers (Bourne, 2016; Cleland, 2015).
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PAServes was introduced to the community from a potential funder, causing lack of trust and
understanding behind the purpose and usefulness of PAServes (Cleland, 2015). The planning
process and launch felt rushed to the community, increasing apprehension the initiative
(Coyne, 2016). A learning point from this is that each community must be treated in a unique
manner. Four planning strategy sessions may work for one community, but might not fit well for
another community that has a lack of trust the outside organizations. Without a
leader in the community to vouch for the outside organizations,
and respect was a lengthy process in PA.

NCServes, attention must be given to

properly training; and onboard. g to develop a full understanding of the network, and

how it benefi the community. This must not only be done at the
leadership level , but at the case manager level, because the case managers
utilize the system . Input from the-case manager prior to engaging in the

planning process might also give a more accurate view of how the community will react to the
outside organizations including the IVMF, Accenture, and Unite US. emphasis
must also be placed on the coordination center to understand their purpose in leading the

community, and continu building trust after the

formal planning process has ceased and the network has launched.

A deep understanding of the community must be present to enhance cooperation.
Recognizing that each community is unique, the IVMF strives to do, is key to the ‘
success of any AmericaServes location. For example, Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare System was
not deeply engrained as a veteran service provider compared other ‘

coordination centers. This organization does serve veterans, but also other populations in their
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community, as opposed to a provider solely focus on veteran care. This detail is
important to how much training is needed for the coordination center to effectively operate in the
veteran space, with other veteran-only service providers. Additionally, community
may feel that if there is a duplication of services from multiple
, their organization will not be useful to the network

witness a decline of number of veterans served.

Communities must fully understand the collective impact model each
organization is needed due to specialty (Kania & Kramer, Collective Impact, 2011).
Competition between service providers may also be perceived while not being A

duplication of services may be needed due to geographical or population differences in each
community. For example, a veteran may not want to travel to certain communities to receive
care. In this instance, duplication of services is not only allowable, but ne to fully
serve the various populations of veterans . Giving communities
this information may increased trust and cooperation
less fear of how organizations will survive the collaboration.
The Way Ahead

The way ahead for PAServes is vastly different from the other communities in the
AmericaServes network. This is not to say that all of the communities will not be connected
through the nation, or that expansion into the rest of Pennsylvania will not happen. However,
PAServes is at a completely different stage of collaboration inside of the community when
compared to other communities. Their level of collaboration should not be viewed negatively
when compared to other communities, but should be viewed as unique. Work must continually

be done by the coordination center to continue building trust inside-of the Pittsburgh area. As
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relationships and trust grows inside the community, collaboration and collective impact will
, increasing the success of the network. Success can be measured irj
various ways, including how well the community is working together, and how many veterans,
service members, and family members are receiving services. As the network
in the community, a goal of the coordination center is to increase the number of
service provider referrals, in hopes of decreasing self-referrals (Coyne, 2016). Completing this

will demonstrate true collaboration among the community providers.

Chapter 6
Cross Case Analysis

This cross case analysis highlights the similarities and differences between the
AmericaServes Communities. | will discuss factors such as demographic data of each region, and
the similarities and differences of the various stages of the initiative. The analysis will also help
to provide final learning points, which will be discussed in the conclusion and recommendations
section.

While the underlying purpose of AmericaServes is to serve veterans, service members, and
their families, and this purpose is being put into practice in the various communities of
AmericaServes, each of the communities has characteristics. Based on

Department of Veteran Affair’s statistics, the NY Serves service area of the five boroughs has the
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largest of veterans, approximately 193,000 (U.S. Department of Veteran

Affairs, 2015). The PAServes service area of Allegheny, Butler, and Westmoreland counties has
the second 145,000 veterans, and the
NCServes service area of Cabarrus, Gaston, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Southern Iredell,

and Union counties has approximately 130,000 veterans_(U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs,

2015). These numbers do not include service members on active duty, those in the reserves and
National Guard, or family members. Demographic these are incredibly
difficult to determine, and will depend on the area of interest.
Demographic data differences between the communities include a

the top three services requested. The top three requested services of
NY Serves included housing, employment, and legal services. For NCServes, they were
employment, housing, and financial assistance, and in PAServes they were housing, family
support and benefits services. Th data represent high need for

housing and employment services. Additionally, there were gaps of

knowledge in the service eras. For data collection purposes, the software system separates
veterans by the era or time frame in which they served. For example, Post 9/11 Era veterans are
those that served after September 11, 2001. While the most served populations in each of the

service eras is Post 9/11 Era, almost half or more of the individuals
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entered into the system did not know their era of service. This represents a gap in the data
, especially when 55% in N'Y Serves, 33% in NCServes, and 49% of PAServes did

not know the era in which they served. This gap of knowledge could lead to an improper

understanding of veterans based on their era of service . For example,
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determining which era of veteran has the most needs and why cannot be determined with
improper information.

Planning stages for the communities ranged widely, depending on many factors such as
experience of the IVMF in serving communities, collaboration among the communities in the
veteran non-profit sector, and how quickly the communities wanted the initiative to begin. The
NY Serves planning phase was the most intense, with seven meetings taking six to seven months
of planning, and a large number of support meetings held by IVMF employees for the
Coordination center after launch (Cleland, 2015). The NCServes planning phase consisted of six
sessions in approximately five months, and PAServes planning phase lasted approximately eight
or more months from late 2014 to a launch of August 2015. NY Serves was the first initiative
with a very hands--on planning phase, however, the entire initiative was in its infant stages. Wit?‘r
little experience with collaboration, teamwork among the service providers took time to
implement. NCServes demonstrates the efficiency at which a community can maneuver through
the planning phase of AmericaServes, however, this is due to a high

degree of collaboration among the service providers of the Charlotte
area. Also, Charlotte Bridge Home acted as a leader among the community, facilitating
discussions and allowing the community to agree upon a plan to improve veteran’s’ service.
With such a solid foundation in place, the community was completely ready for the

AmericaServes initiative. This readiness to begin and willingness to change their current way of

operating made Charlotte an ideal location for the use of collective impact.
Lack of experience with collective impact and collaboration in a community can be seen
again with PAServes. Unlike Charlotte, this community did not have a clear leader in the veteran

community to collaboration among providers. Without thij
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head start, the community felt that the planning phase was incredibly quick, and were not as open
to changing how they conducted their services (Coyne, 2016). Despite this, PAServes is
currently successfully serving veterans, and the coordination center is stepping up as a leader in
the community.

After the planning phase, a among the communities was the
choice of coordination centers. For NY Serves; and PAServes, larger organizations were chosen
with a long history in the non-profit sector. Because of the long histories of these organizations,
many challenges were avoided simply because they had business processes and an organizational
structure already in place. This was not the same for NCServes, with Charlotte Bridge Home as
the coordination center. Charlotte Bridge Home, when compared to Pittsburgh Mercy Healthcare
System and Services for the UnderServed, was an incredibly small organization with a start-up
frame of mind as an organization. This caused many internal struggles, for example, not having a
full staff including IT personnel, and facing issues of hardware not working in the building.
These issues are very rarely faced for by organizations with longer histories and a higher funding
budget. Despite this, Charlotte Bridge Home served as the right choice for the coordination
center because w already leading the community in collaboration and teamwork
among the veteran facing organizations.

Despite the many difference in the communities of AmericaServes, each faced similar
challenges as well. Among each of the three communities, buy-in for the initiative, and trust for
the IVMF and partner team was a challenge. In each of the communities, although this seemed
especially true with NYServes; and PAServes, there was lack of trust for the IVMF and the
purpose behind AmericaServes. From the lack of trust, lack of buy-in for the system was

prevalent, especially for the ground-level employees, including case managers. AmericaServes,
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for many, seemed like another system to use creat more work for the employees and
not serv a purpose. To aid with this,
to the community the value in using AmericaServes, thereby
increasing collaboration in the community. This challenge was lessened in Charlotte
the high degree of buy in from Charlotte Bridge Home. The staff and leaders in th
the gap between the IVMF and the community
Stemming from lack of trust and buy-in for the software, provider adoption was a

common challenge faced by all communities (Bourne, 2016; Cleland, 2015; Coyne,

2016; Kubala, 2015). This means that service providers did not utilize the software when they
should have, if at all, in some cases. Without using the software, success of the network was
decreased leading to further lack of trust in the system. To increase provider adoption, each of
the coordination centers participated in working closely with the service providers. This was
done via face-to-face interactions, at which point the representatives from the coordination
centers highlighted the value from using AmericaServes. Not only does trust need to be formed
among between the IVMF and the community, it also must be formed between the coordination
center and the providers of the network. Provider adoption issues also stemmed from lack of
communication between the leadership of the IVMF and service providers to the case managers.
In one instance, case managers of service providers in the system of PAServes did not have any

knowledge of the system or the initiative.

ach community, and in the non-profit sector as a whole,
lack of measurement and evaluation among veteran service providers. Many
organizations accurate records of how many veterans enter their

organization and receive services, nor records of the success rates of the services rendered.
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his lack of data determin
the network was increasing the number of veterans served in the communities.
ecause each community is unique, it is difficult to determine the increase in volume of
veterans requesting services from these organizations. This may also difficulties
within the organization when the organization needs to hire additional employees reflecting the
demand for services.

Lasthy, a large distinction should be made between communities in which funders request
the implementation for AmericaServes versus communities in which service providers request
AmericaServes. For example, NYServes; and PAServes are cases in which a funder or
foundation that provides financial support to non-profit organizations wanted AmericaServes
implemented in their communities. | believe this is the reason behind lack of trust of the IVMF,
and lack of provider adoption; each community did not this was a choice. The
opposite can be seen by the success of Charlotte. The community of service providers w
open and ready to change, which ed provider adoption, leading to increased

success of the network.
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Chapter 7
Conclusion and Recommendations

hese case studies how collective impact is being utilized tﬂ

serve the veteran community and how it can be scaled to new communities around the country.

From each community, lessons will be continually learned that not only add to conversations

of success of AmericaServes seen‘

in future communities. Although each community is unique, similar challenges and lessons
learned have helped to form key takeaways for the AmericaServes staff, as well as for the ‘

AmericaServes community.

AmericaServes Recommendations

1. Treat each community with a fresh lens. One major takeaways from the case ‘
studies is that each community was at a different stage of collaboration when
AmericaServes began. How well a community can work together will set the stage for
future success. If a community already has a leading organization in place, it is far more
likely for that community to accept the changes brought by AmericaServes, and utilize
them effectively. Additionally, a one-size-fits-all mentality for implementing
AmericaServes in a new market may not be as effective as a more fluid model. For
example, NCServes conducted five to six planning sessions in preparation for launch,
with PAServes conducting only four. However, the Charlotte market was ahead of the
curve with collaboration and teamwork among the organizations in the area. Using a
structured model in new markets may prevent future success if the community is in the

beginning stages of collaboration and teamwork among the key stakeholders. In this case,
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more planning sessions or preparation meetings may be necessary to ensure confidence in
the initiative and the organizations supporting it.
Actively engage Reeeive-community-feedservice providers for community

feedbackbaek-throughoutthe process. Community feedback throughout each phase of

the initiative is incredibly important for the IVMF and partners, and the community itself.

This can serve dual roles: it can determine if the initiative will be a good fit for the

community, and allows for adaptations to be made for future success. Community

feedback will also let those organizations responsible for the success of the network
have a voice throughout the process. This trust

between the community and the IVMF, building buy-in for the program and reducing the

timeline of the initiative.

Ensure communication and educationCemmunicate- to all levels of the service

providers. A common theme among each community is that many of the case-workers or
personnel using the software, who are in direct contact with veterans, did not have

enough information about the software or the initiative. Active steps should then be taken
to ensure that the leadership, as well as other employees in the organizations, are properly

educated. Proper education of the system cannot be emphasized enough, with the success

of the network relying heavily on the lead-edge employees. {Ban—itcould-be-argued-that

than-the-initialagreements-among the leadership T} This step will, again, increase buy-in
for use and effectiveness of the software, and in-depth
dialogue with those responsible for using the software. An example of how this could be

accomplished would be to invite the leaders of an organization to introductory planning
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sessions, while also extending that invitation to a case-worker in the organization. Case

worker adoption can also be increased by presenting an understanding of their challengeq,

and actively promoting the value from using the AmericaServes network . PAthataare-the

Community Recommendations

The coordination center set the example for the community. Not only
does this include serving the duties and tasks assigned, it also includes acting as a leader
in the community in the network. The leader sets the example for the rest of the
community, actively works to establish and maintain relationships with the providers, and

large in the success or failure of the network. roper
leadership the confidence in the network

because the coordination center is a trusted member of the community. This
allows the coordination center to liais between the

community and the support organizations including the IVMF, Accenture, and Unite US.
AHew-the-details-of the-initiative-to-reachEducate all levels of-the your organizations

velved. A common theme among each community is that many of the case-workers or

personnel using the software, who are in direct contact with veterans, did not have
enough information about the software or the initiative. This is not only a learning point
to the AmericaServes staff but also the service providers in each community. Without
proper communication and education of the initiative and network software,

of the network will dramatically decreased. As discussed previously, this can
have a snowball like effect on a community. Increasing awareness will increase

confidence in the system, and also increasing usage. From usage, value from the software
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will be seen from the organization using the software, but also to all of the organizations

in the network.
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Future of Collective Impact

Collective impact is now having a profound impact for veterans, service members, and
their families around the country through the AmericaServes initiative. While a complex
problem still exists around lack of coordinated services in which to support them through their
lives of service and their transition into becoming a civilian, communities are now realizing how
to effectively come together to solve this problem. AmericaServes is a prime example of how
various communities from different geographical, cultural, and demographic backgrounds can
utilize collective impact to form a common agenda around lack of coordinated veteran services,
utilize software to share measurement, engage in mutually reinforcing activities to support one
another, and share in continuous communication through regular, focused meetings while being
led by a backbone organization in the form a coordination center (Kania & Kramer, Collective
Impact, 2011). AmericaServes is currently acting as a catalyst for this process as it utilizes
collective impact as a tool to rally support of important actors from various sectors to form
public and private partnerships. From this groundbreaking work, organizations on all levels of
the spectrum, from large corporations such as Walmart to grassroots organizations such as

Charlotte Bridge Home; are finding new ways to serve veterans. ‘

Future Concern |
While the work being done by AmericaServes is changing the way our communities are
serving the veteran population, ways to improve as the initiative
continues to grow. Some questions brought forth during my interviews from the
communities included:

1. How can we reach the veterans that we are not currently serving, such as those in rural

areas?
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2. Will coordination centers be needed in rural areas with much smaller populations?

3. How can we serve veterans living outside of a network who reach out to a network for
help?

4. How can we serve communities that may not be ready for the collective impact?

From these questions, as well as future challenges and lessons learned, AmericaServes
will continue to serve veterans, service members and their families in communities around the
nation. Currently, AmericaServes communities have expanded with the inclusion of Raleigh,
North Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina, and plans for Upstate New York as well. Each
initiative adds to the knowledge base of how to best serve our nation’s veterans and the

communities supporting th
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