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lt is ten in the morning on a hot day
in Saudi Arabia and a business man is still in
bed. At this time most of Saudi Arabia’s em-
ployed are already immersed in a normal
days’ work eager for the clock to strike twelve
so they can break for lunch. The digital clock
on the nightstand watches the business man
sleep, wishing that it could yell to awaken
him. It has been four years since the clock
has been purchased, and not once has it
been allowed to speak. Its only function is to
tell anyone who glances at it the current time.
The clock displays ten thirty five. The lifeless
body steals a glimpse at the clock and does
not like what it sees. It rolls over and goes
back to sleep and the clock rolls its eyes in
frustration.

The man gets up when the time on
the clock finally pleases him. He takes his
phone and calls for breakfast to be made and
gets in the shower. The clock finally gives
out a sigh of relief. Downstairs in the dining
room, a business memo lies on the breakfast
table waiting to be read. Every morning, Sat-
urday through Wednesday, a memo is placed
on the breakfast table. It brings the news of
the forthcoming day, and it tells the man what
his day has in store for him. On this particu-
lar day, the memo will not be touched until
eleven o'five.

The business man is Hamza Moham-
med Al-Salem. He is the third of nine kids
from a Saudi father and a Lebanese mother.
He has five kids of his own: Ahmed, Rasha,
Ibrahim, Sara and Nouf, three girls and two
boys. He entered the Saudi military at the
age of sixteen with his elder brother believing
that the country was about to declare war on
the state of Israel. The war never happened
and his zeal for warfare faded as quickly as it
came. But he remained in the Saudi military
for twenty five years and fought in “the Siege
of Mecca” and also alongside the Americans
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in the First Gulf War. He remained in the mili-
tary despite his wishes to leave because the
Saudi military is a fraternity that is extremely
difficult to withdraw from. He eventually re-
ceived his chance in 2006 after a year long
protest where he refused to go to work. The
Saudi military let him retire and he started his
own business which was something he could
not do if he was still an active member of the
military. He currently owns a consulting firm
in Saudi Arabia with his business partner and
also writes two weekly columns in the largest
newspaper in the capital city of Riyadh.

The way in which he starts off his day

is peculiar. Mr. Al-Salem enjoys his sleep and © ;

will not get up unless he has a full night of
sleep. He is a man who enjoys late nights
more than he does early mornings. “There
are twenty four hours in a day and it does
not matter to me when | work as long as ev-
erything gets done within those hours,” he

explains. This is one of the many benefits of =

owning a business and he takes advantage of
it everyday. When asked if his schedule ever
interferes with his work, he sighed and said,
“Never...except if | let it.”

Mr. Al-Salem is a great Arabic writer.
While he was stationed in Mecca he spent
thirteen years studying Islam and the Ara-
bic language at one of the most prestigious
Islamic universities in the world. He memo-
rized every page of the Holy Quran by heart
and since modern day Arabic is based on the
Quran, he knows every grammar rule in the
language. | asked him to explain the com-
plexity of the Arabic language, and | had to
interrupt him after twenty minutes of an in-
tense and detailed explanation. He constant-
ly writes throughout the day both at work and
at home.

The first professional written work
he looks at every weekday is the memo. He
writes it the night before, and it details every-
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