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Amer ican beginnings were largely dependent upon water travel.
With the establishment of new cities, Importing and exporting was
done by sea. People and goods came from other countries and
arrived at cities by boat, which, In turn led to the growth of
the city at the water fronts. The railroads began to bring people
and goods to the center of the city, which put focal interest on
the business center. As time went on, and the maln source of
transportation moved away from the water, the water front areas
became neglected and began to deteriorate. The water's edge began
to be wunused and abandoned, and left for crime and "seedy"
people. The costs to maintain the water fronts became too high,
and most areas were left to die.

Today's citles have turned their backs on the water fronts,
leaving them for Industrial areas, and polluted by wastes. This
caused the public to have an unfavorable view of the water front
areas, which led to further abuse and poor development of these
areas. The water front areas began to be congested with major
traffic corridors and elevated highways. This led to further
strangulation of the water fronts, causing decay and

Iinaccessiblil ity of these areas by the public.



Most plers of today have become rundown and deserted. Now
ma jor water front cities are beginning to re-evaluate their water
front values. Many <clities are starting to reallize the economic
and socilal potenélal of these spaces, and the benefits they can
produce. A drastic positive change has begun to occur along major
water fronts during the past twenty years. Such <cities as
Louisville, New Orleans, Boéton, and New York have started
redevelopling their water fronts Into parks, markets, apartments,
public marinas, etc.

Past attltudes towards the water fronts have left the areas
with the problem of physical and visual pedestrian access
Interrupted by major trafflic corridors, and elevated highways.

Today there are many development projects going on in major
Amer ican citlies. Most of these projects deal with the Inner zones
of the city, and do not have relevance to the exterior edges. Two
relatively recent development projects In Manhattan are; Battery
Park Clity, and South Street Seaport. Although these two
developments deal with simllar Issues of this proposal, that
does not, and should not, take away from the Intentions of this
proposal .

It is the !ntent of this proposal to redevelop a specific
water front site, rejuvenating the area Into one that people will
want to be a part of, rather than shy away from. It will be
through thorough exploration and experimentation of this special

site condition (plier), that this will be achieved. It Is Intended



that of this proposal will develop a catalyst, that will generate
further development along the zone of the water'’'s edge. This
catalyst will attempt to break away from the form and function of
the exlIsting pler bulldings, which will make the further
development of these sites a more attractive proposition. This
proposal will deal with the following Issues:

1-The water's edge: working with the Interaction between the
hard regular urban edge, and the softer Irregular water's edge,
and making for a better transition between the two.

2;The examination, and thorough Iinvestigation of past uses of
the piers, and finding possible present uses for them. To show
that the piers do not have to be restricted in function to boat
landings.

3-Dealing with the Idea of setting up an example (prototype) for
the further development along the water’'s edge.

LA
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Manhattan, a city which grew rapidly from its water’'s edge,
began to organize its Internal space about a grid system as early
as the 18th century, while it was held together by Its outer
water ‘s edge. The outer edge became an International zone for
people and goods. While the grid was the organizer for the people
of the <clity, the Irregular edge of the water belonged to
Internatlénal affairs. These Issues have led to the choice of
vehicle to be used to accomplish the Intent of this proposal.

This vehicle will deal with the Issue of making a sense of place

to unite and gather. The bullding will also deal with the Ideas
of the edge as an international zone. "There Is an essential fact
of New York: A merchant metropolis with an extraordinarily
heterogeneous population. The first shipload of settlers sent out
by the Dutch was made up largely of French speaking Protestants,
British, Germans, Finns, Jews, Swedes, Africans, lItallans, Irish
followed, beginning a stream that has never yet stopped Iin New
York Clity. Ethniclity and class and religion are Inevitably tied
to each other." (1)

The vehicle to be used Is a mixture of typologles. It will be

an Iinternational school for foreign students, and a cultural
awareness center open to the public. The school will be for
approximately 1200 International students, ﬁo study in New York
and learn more about their own culture, and other cultures. The
school will have close ties with United Nations various consulate

offlices In New York, as well as with international business



having headquarters in New York City. Children of United Nations

officials will attend the school, as well as other students from
all parts of the world. It will be a prep school at the
equivalent level to that of a high school. This school will teach

courses such as: mathematics, scliences, social studies, art,
music, English (as a primary and secondary language), languages
(such as Iltallan, Spanish, French, German, Russian, Hebrew, and
Chinese), and religion classes. Most of the students will live
with American famllies to further thelr experiences of other I|ife
styles.

The cultural awareness center will be open to the public. lts
purpose |Is to educate the people further about their own

herltage, and about other heritages. The intention of the center

will be a celebration of all cultures. The center will present
shows and lectures on art, religion, drama, and |lterature on a
diverse range of cultures. The center will intend to unite the

cultures by bringing them together and helping people become more

open and educated about other cultures.



PROGRAM:

Cultural Center:

Slide Exhibition: A series of spaces designed for the exhibiting
of slides as a learning device. Shows will take place
continuously, throughout the day. Each space will provide shows
on different subjects, and will change periodically.

Sl ide: Rooms 6 @ 750 $.F. : caeaiviesssovwsions s s s i 4500 s.f.
Exhibitlon Spaces: These spaces will exhibit art work from all
parts of the world. The exhibits will be temporary. Space will be

provided for small lectures and dedications.

EXhIBItING Ar€a; cuesis s o8 6 8eieies s s 6 3 Taiiani s 55 o se 9000 s.f.
Demonstration area ..........ci ittt tneenenneen 800 s.f.
SEORAGE wivieiie s o & srmvasenanone o « & & sveeEsEe & § o o SEEHERIEH 5 5 5 & S 1000 s.f.

Auditorium (for 200 people): This will be for small shows, films
and lectures that will take place throughout the day. This space
will also be avallable for small groups to hold thelr own

lectures and flims.

SCALING AF€A i :iviviviiio 55 5 & HETRE R 5 6 5 sxsuonosamee s o o e 2000 s.f
ProJect:lion DOOTN .. o o o swemmmues o & & 8 ssusammn 6 § 8 8§ seuasrans 100 s.f
LOBDBY. o s 5 » ¢ sneverevassns & & ¢ & eleeesss 5 8 Sesenlani ¢ & ¥ & eheeis 300 s.f
Theket Area :scuwinivsg s 5 5 Rt 65 8 6 L eeisemis & o o sueyexerersss 200 s.f
£ o o - e = 500 s.f.
Grieen ROOGM: . cumcawse s » & & sammmies § & & sileaaieds & § & o S o 350 s.f.
2 dressing rooms @ 150 €aCh .. ... .t ii ittt nnnnnn 300 s.f.
BAENFOOMSE: . vmncenie » s » 8 sroumanamins & & & 0EERE@E B & 5 ROTHGEWEOE B ¥ X 200 s.f.



Auditorium (for 800 people): This will be a larger

formal auditorium for daily performances.

SCALING ArCA v w o & & svswuminas & ¥ 5 suE EPEURS & 5 & & SUGEEEEES § @ ¢ 8000
ProjJectlon /7 1IghtIng BOOtRN . ceuwieises o anaiessies s s 250
OrchesStra Area (s i s s s s dmTRE R 55 5 tusemmmae s o o 5o 800
LOBBY: o susuosonsnens o & & somermsaionnie & w o suexeseemsss s & § seqeeEemms & & & & & 1200
THCKEE. BFEA i s v « ¢ suvwvanane % ¢ v @S 5 % 8 ¥ GFOSeiedis ¥ 5 8 & ok 200
SLORAGE: waniin i & & ¢ §@eeWin G 5 6 S SRERTE s 45 5 Laemsib 3 e 5 sdue 750
4 dressing rooms @ 150 €aCh ... ..ttt it ittt nnnnnns 600
GreEeN ROOM & ittt ettt ettt e it ettt et teeennennas .. 500
BALNFOOMS s « 5 o o scostanomne § & ¥ osiia@s 3 % ¥ SEI0mss s & § 5 ek 500
SELAQE wriiiawn i ¥ 8 5 dERRRE ¥ 6 v RTINS § 6 5 Bl sieusese e e o eie 2000

S.

S.

and more

f.

f.

Communitive Space: The hierarchically space of the center. It

will act as a space for people of different heritages to meet and

Interact (a literal melting pot). There will be space allocated

for the permanent exhibiting of palntings and sculpture.

MAIN: SPACE s » » & scsvmuserin » & & & ssedecoe ¥ § & ¥ FEEES 58 8 ¥ 00 9000
WATTINg AP@AS . cowivnisiss s iehiadiG s & Fesmsiie s 5 5 enene 2000
Permanent EXIIDIET .o oo cmmmemie 2 2 5 sissoseaons & 5 & eae 1000
Administration:

CUTALOr'S OFFICE wavanw s 55 v @weon s 5 & » sereniing & & 8 & o5l 200
Manager’'s OfflCe . ...t erieneeeeeeeeeneeoencneensas 200
Assistant manager’'s office .......cieveeereeeennnn 150
ReCeptionliSt : ;ouwvemis s s oo vmaies & s ¥ S aEuedn s ¥ & 8 seelves 150

FlLIECS / FECONTUS iiiiiini i i 5 sveomsma s o 5 o srarensuae ¢ o o o amreeesais 400



General:

Lounge: 7 ReSEAUNANE v » o o cmmimie o & » arcaesess » 5 & 8 o 2500 s.f.
KIECREN avvvivan s o ¢ siwicsiaion ¢ 6 & & Seeivinde © 3 & & eweeees & 5 § & o 1000 s.f.
Conference ROOM i xision s s s eG4 5 5 5 sudhiniosus o o o s o 4000 s.f
£ =T o [ o I < 160 s.f.
CONCESSIONS o v v cnvnmienie & o » evverreess & o & sararesers & § o & Wil 800 s.f.
GIFE ShOD wuiss o i mdines e s s s 555 80005 m%0 3 5 § o ocemes 500 s.f.
Bathrooms .. ...ttt ittt ittt eeseneennenneen 600 s.f.
Entry Spaces:

FOYEr /ENXrY: SPACE i s s s vieicaoress s s & ohleiion s & s s &aw 1000 s.f.
TIHCK@E AF@A: ; it ss o5 # 5 aidaing s s o o suseomms ¢ o o 8 sswnsissions 100 s.f.
Reception ZINFOrmaAtIlOn: .. .coweess e s oamass s s s & smeesisse 250 s.f.
CoAL ROOM « & & swivvewme % o o smvoewivs § § & SREEER § & & & dalars 350 s.f.
Provisions for Handicapped ........cccceeeeecennnns 500 s.f

Mechanical and Circulation as needed.

JOQTAL: vommwrem & 5 & & sasaras 58400 s.f.



SCHOOL :

Learning Spaces: Classrooms and studios of the school, where

students will receive their formal education.

Classrooms 12 @ 800 s.f. each ........ciiiinnnnn.. 9600 s.f.
Labs 4: @ 1000 S.f. CACH s viovisinsies sameansssssas 4000 s.f.
Prep area 4 @ 200 s.f. each .........iiiiiivennnnn. 800 s.f.
Art studios 2 @ 2000 s.f. each ........ccvivn... 4000 s.f.
Music rooms 6 @ 300 s.f. each ........civn... 1800 s.f.
Work shops 2 @ 2000 s.f. each .........vieunnn. 4000 s.f.
Computer room 6 terminals @ 60 s.f. each .......... 360 s.f.

Gallery and Exhibition: Spaces for the exhibiting of students
work. There wlill also be space designated for temporary work
from outside the school.

Ga.l [8ry SPACES. cawwns s « & semmnes 5 8 SSEEEEE § § § § DR 12000 s.f.

SHEE SN n 5 2 DU E § & § SIS § £} SIS § & § S 200 s.f.

Library: The learning center of the school. A thorough collection

of llterature, on art, religlon, and culture from around the
world.

REAA I NG AFCA. iiiivieins 555 s:aiolleonss o o o sroueisisraie n a o o aiesene e 2500 s.f.
Private Reading Rooms 20 @ 100 s.f. each ......... 2000 s.f.
Reading Area for Reserve BOOKS ...t inteeennnnnns 750 s.f.
Music and Listening Rooms 10 @ 100 s.f. each ..... 1000 s.f.
DEACKS i s v » comvmommioie = 5 & pwEcaTwEs ® € ¥ © GRS X E B SR 2000 s.f
LilIbrarlan®s OFfflCe ..:.owwwnsg s v ovhioms s s s v oalsensnm 250 s.f
Reference Materlal ::.iomvionsiss ol seims e s e e omsiaies s 250 s.f.

CircUIation DesSK v i ittt it ittt ettt et e e e eneeeneeees 200 s.f.



Card Catalog /Computer Area ..........ooeuuueeennnnn 500 s.f.
Seminar: ROOM ssviiis o s o sieieiois &6 5 6 6e@ohias @ s § susieeinems e s 2000 s.f.
ReprodUCt ion Ar€a ... i i ittt ittt tteneeesoeennnsnnnes 300 s.f.
Slide /Micro Storage and Viewing ........coiivu... 750 s.f.
Workroom and StOrage .. .ceossssicanaoassessssoanssss 300 s.f.
Audlitorium and Drama Department: Auditorium for students to put
on plays, lectures, and concerts. There will also be classrooms
for drama courses.

Classrooms 2 @ 800 s.f. each ..........iiviu... 1600 s.f.
Seating (for B00) . . coewsvms s s o s oaweeme 5 o ¥ eoaemEmmes o @ 6000 s.f.
STAGE « i ¢ sncoramim % & & @ PEERIRG & § & SERAIINEE & § 5 & CEIeTSIe G ¥ e 1500 s.f.
Stage SOt AVOR i iicvenisssioeanaiisssdaansaia 1000 s.f.
Projection and Control Booth ..........0iiiiienn.. 500 s.f.
Dressing Rooms 4 @ 150 s.f. each .......oiiuuun.. 600 s.f.
Orchestra AFea .. ::sueeiinss vy de/oeinins o8 Sa0emiGg s e 600 s.f.
SEOFAGE: iicicnin i 5 s w snevonssnusne & o & sominssraiore & & o suassio osatiase o o & o 750 s.f.
Multi Use Spaces: The hierarchically space of the school. It will

act very similarly to the communitive space of the cultural

center. It will house permanent exhlibltions and make direct

reference to the communitive space of the center. This space will

be a place for students to get their informal education, and

learn from each other.

Maikn, LoUnge: AFCA. caeinn o & » seoimmsasein & & 5 of eusseonssios & & o 5w 5000 s.f.

Private LOUNGe AF€aAS i i ewiwni sss s asaomcs s e 1000 s.f.

Permanent EXhIbIlt Area ........coeeeeeeeeeosccesas 1000 s.f.



GV s s p i i s S B TRt U B S I REEDE G KB bttt o & & 8 4000
Boys Locker Room and Showers .........ceeiueueenna. 1200
Boys Instructor’'s OFfflICe :.:.ciwiiwiveiess sermsiiviss sss 250
Girls Locker Room and ShOWErS ...cicssecasssovosiess 1200
Glrils Instructor®s: OFfICE . . . cemmoms s s o swewmons = s @ s 250
Equipment ROOM s s caomms 5 8 o ensemssese 5 5 & & Geneesnes s 5 ¢ & § 500
Cafeteria:

Dining Area ............ Jon m @ 8 e eemenesane ® B 8 B SEHeOAeEAEe B 8 B & 2500
FACUILY: LOUNGE . . « coneieemes s & » & suasssoreme % 3 & & aasawesess R 500
KITECHEN wsviravavin v 5 5 & owviare s § & & ¢ o8eiaisas 4 5 5 S LS RR%E 54 ¢ 7 1300
Service Lines 2 @ 250 s.f. each .........cuiivvun.n.. 500
Dry Storage . ...ttt ittt e e e e e 300
DISAWASHING i v o ¢ o wicssmme 5 5 & & semerues 5 § & soleesss & 5 & ¢ 06 250

Walk-In Refrigerator and Freezer 100 s.f. each .... 200
OFTLCE Siaaiiid i o o & sevesaounys & & % srmistsssors B o « sEmEaseis s & & & 65 150

Staff Locker Rooms /Restrooms 2 @ 300 s.f.each .... 600

GATDAGE oo 5 4 v & swEeeis & 5 § S HEENEHE 3 4 § JERETR S 5 5 ¥ danae 300
Administration Offices:

PEENCHIPE&] « v o ¢ v savmes 5 5 & sostessmeses v & SRyt 5 6 & 6 seiee 250
ASSISTaANt PrinClPAL :i:ss dmuees s oo smnieiai s 3 5 5 tibastes 200
Reception /Informatlion . ....... ittt ennenns 150
Clerical AF@a: ..scuwmuis s » » sremmsarss o« ¥ & SBEHEGES § 6 ¢ & EWeHeRe 500
Reproduction /Office Machlnes .........cieevveennn. 200
Secretarlal AFeA i i s i imna s s damamens s o & & udgexsanene 500



S CORRAGE: sievnicssiurn = v 5 seuvpemiem X s ¥ 9 CIOBFE & & © & SEELARAERIS & K 5 ¥ 200 s.f.
Guldance 2 @ 200 §.f. ®ACH i vowwwnss v s onweins s s s s 400 s.f.
WaIEING AFP@A i s s insaviaing & ¥ 8 Wanaisioms & o 8 o ontedane s 5 &8 200 s.f.
Health Area:

NUFrSe’'s: DFfPICE ... covecwnmn g e v wamemme s 5% 6 SEVEPEE S 5 9 5 6 250 s.f.
WA CING o s oo s wvrmens s 3 5 6 OReSEveE 5 5 8 Daiems s 55 6 5 200 s.f.
Exam Rooms 2 @ 200 s.f. each .........ciiiiinrnnnn.. 400 s.f.
R o e T - ¥ o 100 s.f.
Bathrooms 2 @ 50 §.f. CACH .vwvwnsinsss aenawstsssss 100 s.f.
General:

BOOKStOr® ... iccciovcccooccssnsancsssssososonsesscssss 300 s.f.
BALNrOOMSE .cviwis o o 5 o woanwiwiwes & & & SEEREHE 5 § ¥ & GRS § 5§ § 1000 s.f.
Custodial /Repalr and Maintenance ............00... 500 s.f.
Loading DOCK Ar€a .. ii it ittt nentneeeeeneenenneens 1000 s.f

Mechanlical and Circulation as needed.

JOTAL: .« cwerenwns s s @ 6o 80210 s.f.

OULAOOr SPACES & ittt ittt ittt e ettt e s e eneenneens 20000 s.f.

JOTAL PROGRAM ........... 159610 s.f.
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The site |Is located in Manhattan at the end of West 57th
Street, along the Hudson River. The area Is primarily composed of
Industrial bulldings along 12th Avenue, and changes to
residentlial and commerclial bulildings along 10th and 11th Avenues.
Further north between 59th and 72nd Streets |Is the new
development projected by Donald Trump. This project will Include
apartments, retall space, offlices, television studios, and parks
and outdoor spaces. Further south between 34th and 39th Streets,
along 12th Avenue Is the new Javits Convention Center by |.M.Pel.
Located at 46th Street and the Hudson River, Is the Intrepid
Museum. Along 8th Avenue runs the A, E, AA, and CC Subway |l Ines.
At Columbus Clircle (59th Street and 8th Avenue) the B, D, 1, 2, 3
Subway lInes can also be caught. Bus |ines M-103, M-128, M-27,
and M-11 all run within 8 blocks of the site. There are several
large parking lots within 6 blocks of the site. The population of
the area between 11th and 10th Avenue averages 600 people per
block. The population increases to approximately 900 people per
block between 10th and 9th Avenue. The massing of the area Is
falrly consistent, with most buildings being Ilow to medium
height. The site Is a pler, surrounded on three sides by the
Hudson River. The west side highway cuts the site off from the
rest of the city. The De WIitt Clinton Park exists between 52nd
and 54th Streets along 12th Avenue. The site was occupied by a
boat shed which was removed In the last month. There are two
adjacent plers, which were part of the removed pier shed, which

willl have an effect on the out come of this proposal.



The site has very speclal conditions which make It unique and
different from other sites In Manhattan. This Is why this thesis
becomes unique from other redevelopments going on in New York
Clty. Because of the morphological structure of Manhattan, it is
not necessary for the site to make a direct link to the city
(l.e. bridge or tunnel through the zone of the highway). There
exists distinct layers of the <clty: the urban zone, the zone of
the water'’'s edge, and the separation zone of the highway. These
zones exists by themselves, and there Is no reason that they must
be connected through artificial means(l.e. bridge or tunnel) .

Conclusions can be drawn from the site Investigation conducted
In this proposal. There are a series of distinct layers of the
clty which can and do exist by themselves. The site condition
(pler) Is a continuous rhythm of repetitive pieces. The system of
the piers are self supportive, although all the systems of the
city Interact In some way.

It Is not the intention of this proposal to redesign the
entire west side of New York; but rathgr 1§ Is the anticipated
hope that this project wlll/;;t a spark that will ignite Into

further development along the west side of Manhattan.

)
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