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accidence
‘ak-s&-d&n(t) s
Latin accidentia inflections of
words :
: a part of grammar that deals
~with inflections
building
‘bil-di[ngl.
< - a usually roofed and walled
structure built for permanent
- use (as for a dwelling)
- : the art or business of .
- assembling materials into a
structure -
cellular
‘sel-y&-1&r

-New Latin cellularis, from cellula

_living cell, from Latin, diminutive
of cella small room
-2 of; relating to, or consusbng of
cells
: containing cavities : havlng a
- | porous texture <cellularrocks>
: of, relating to, orbeinga: -
radiotelephone system in which

-__~a geographical area (as a city) is

divided into small sections each
served by a transmitter of ~ -
. limited range so that any
- . available radio channel can be
“~ © used in different parts of the
‘area simult.aneously
e Mlddle English from Mlddle £
French circuite, from Latin

circuitus, from circumire, circuire -

“to go around, from circum- + ire
to go. — more at ISSUE ;
: :ausually circular line
encompassmg anarea ;
i the space enclosed withm such
aline .
-~ = acourse around a periphery
- tacircuitous orindirect
- route
: a regular tour (as by a
traveling judge or preacher)
around an assigned district or
= territory:
: the route traveled
: a group of church
congregations ministered to by
one pastor
: the complete path of an
electric current including usually
the source of electric energy
: an assemblage of electronic
elements
: HGOKUP ;
: a two-way communication path
between points (as in a
- computer)

: an association of similar groups :

: LEAGUE
: a number or series of public
outlets (as theaters, radio’

= 3

In these apparently forgotten places, the memory of the past seems to
predominate over the present. Here only a few residual values survive,
despite the total disaffection from the activity of the city. These strange
places exist outside the city’s effective circuits and productive structures.
From the economic point of view, industrial areas, railway stations, ports,
unsafe residential neighborhoods, and contaminated places are where the
city is no longer. Unincorporated margins, interior islands void of activity,
oversights, these areas are simply un-inhabited, un-safe, un-productive.

Ignasi de Sola-Morales Rubio
“Terrain Vague.”
Anyplace. 120
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Medieval Latin civitat-, civit
= s : ; > from Latin, citizenship, stat
S : ; of Rome, from civis citizen
= 53 = :aninhabited place of grea
size, population, or importa

= S - than a town or village

the people of a city
: slang — used with a prece
- adjective or noun naming a
abundant or quintessential
- - feature or quality
connection
k&-nek-sh&n :
Latin connexion-, tonneﬂo
conectere.
:the actof connecting:
; state of being connected
4 't causal or logical relation o
; sequence <the connection
between two ideas>
: contextual relation or
association <in this connec:
g : A the word has a different
=2 meaning>
0 3.Slfe e g : _] 8 “: relationship in fact <wante
e oA £ _ -~ connectionwith a robbery>
52 -~ -:.arelation of personal intin
ey (as of family ties)

i

= & COHERENCE,CUNTINUIT
: 60 == : something that connects
: LINK <a loose connection

0 5 precedenis
 the wiring> :
_: a means of communicatior

0 6. blbllOgl’Oth o o 14
A N Sriston Ve ALY N connected with
- another especially by marria
-~~~ *-.  kinship, or common interest
= -~ <has powerful connections>
~ . : apolitical, social, professic
_or commercial relationship
"~ :POSITION, JOB
~ 1 an arrangement to execute
- orders or advance interests
- another <a firm’s foreign
: connections> c : a source o
- contraband (as illegal drugs)
- aset of persons associated
hogether as S S
) Dzno}gmnon e

‘lﬁn—'telst £ s :
+-Etymology: Middle English; -
weaving together of words,
Latin contextus connection o
words, coherence, from
-1 conhexemto weave togeﬂxel
. from com- + texere to Weav
more at TECHNICAL®
" * the parts of 3 dlscourse th:
- - surround a word or passage
cani throw light on its meanir
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1.1.contention

The fragmented condition of the twenty-first century city has left voids
of opportunity in anticipation of occupation. Fragmentation from the
insertion of transportation infrastructure has created adjacent residual
voids within its surrounding urban fabric. The city has been pulled away
from its association with the human by the insertion of infrastructure
into the spaces of which humans occupy. The disparate scales
surrounding these voids leave them with no membership, no belonging
to their bordering conditions. The resultant condition is fertile for

exploration.

Ignasi de Sola-Morales Rubio has coined the term ‘terrain vague’ to
describe voids in relation to the city, an example being the residual voids
of transportation infrastructure as it slices through urban fabric. Sola-
Morales’ description of the terrain vague positions these spaces not as
negative spaces that must be renewed but as opportunistic spaces for a
different type of urban architecture. Sola-Morales describes this in his

o
o
o~

essay 'Terrain Vague.'

When architecture and urban design project their desire onto a vacant space, a
terrain vague, they seem incapable of doing anything other than introducing
violent transformations, changing estrangement into citizenship, and striving at
all costs to dissolve the uncontaminated magic of the obsolete in the realism of
efficacy. To employ a terminology current in the aesthetics underlying Gilles
Deleuze’s thinking, architecture is forever on the side of forms, of the distant, of ;
the optical and the figurative, while the divided individual of the contemporary
city looks for forces instead of forms, for the incorporated instead of the distant,
for the haptic instead of the optic, the rhizomatic instead of the figurative.’

M

The contention is to reposition terrain vague into the urban fabric
recreating a continuum of the urban system, while attempting to detract
neither from the scale of the infrastructural system, nor that of the
human body. Terrain vague must be approached in a different manner
than that of the traditional urban city. Establishing continuity through

13111INY

terrain vague should be done by measure of the forces, flows, and
rhythms of the space.

Albany, New York contains an expectant void close to its effective
circuits of the city. 1-787 connects the center of the city, the capitol
complex, with I-87, the major freeway passing by Albany from New York
City going north. As I-787 travels along the Hudson River it
interchanges with Routes 9 and 20, allowing access to the capitol
complex. This access cuts through the city leaving a void running from
the capitol complex down to the river and separating the main business
district from a dense mixed-use area to the south.

The intention is to occupy this void with multiplicity of programmatic
elements that respond to the forces of the surrounding neighborhoods.
The ability of the program to mediate these forces allows it to connect
the disparate systems of the city, meshing them into a smooth cohesive
system. The program will consist of a Community Center, Salvation
Army Center, park and recreation, regional bus station, small stores and
offices, and parking garages. Each element responds to the needs of
the surrounding communities - their social, economic, and
infrastructural disabilities that have forced them apart around the void of
the site.

1 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Terrain Vague.” Anyplace. 122-23

interstitial

relating to or sit
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2.1.terrain.vague

The urban fabric, the underlying structure of the city, is traditionally
based on the relationship of built form to that of the human body, but
the terrain vague created by infrastructure is not understandable at the
scale of the human. These are vast landscapes, devoid of the tactility of
urban fabric. They are disconcerting to occupy, difficult to position
oneself within, and overbearing in size. The disparate scales between
the void of infrastructure and the surrounded spaces of the urban fabric
have distanced the experience of these spaces from the human body.
Due to the lack of resolve in scale, and not merely the physical scale,
the occupation of terrain vague, while it lies expectant, is seldom
achieved by the human.

The opportunities for manipulation of the terrain vague bring forth many
complexities. Multiple systems are layered upon one another disturbing
clear readings of the urban fabric. Infrastructure weaves through the
urban grid of space, pulling, pushing, deforming, and tearing. While
rifts are created in the spatial continuity of the city, the adjacency, the
proximity of tight clearly defined urban fabric to that of the undefined
horizon in the void causes a sharp inflection point, a threshold, the
interstitial space, vagueness. Crossing the threshold brings the
individual from a place of comprehension of scale in relation to one’s
surroundings to being overcome by a loss of scale in an expansive
undefined area where measurement occurs at much faster speeds than
can be readily comprehended. Proportion is no longer of the body.
Horizons shift from tight verticality to the infinite of horizontality, leaving
the individual with little to reference oneself by.

2.2.void

Vague descends from vacuus, giving us ‘vacant’ and ‘vacuum’ in English, which
is to say ‘empty, unoccupied’, yet also ‘free, available, unengaged”. The

PR R PR R R R R R R R R R PR RRRRRRRRY

relationship between the absence of use, of activity, and the sense of freedom,
of expectancy, is fundamental to understanding the evocative potential of the
city’s terrains vagues. Void, absence, yet also promise, the space of the
possible, of expectation. *

Sola-Morales references voids as not only being empty or vacant but
also expecting to be filled, to be occupied. A void, by definition, implies
the lacking of something, a hollowness into which something belongs.?
The void of terrain vague is an empty space, not necessarily empty
physically, but vacant from the urban system. The void is no longer
connected to the city in a productive manner. No one stops in these
places. They pass by at a rate in which only glimpses leave static
images of the vague, the undefined, wondering if something is to be.

2.3.minimal

It is apt that Sola-Morales uses the photographer to begin his
discussion. Photography is the way that these spaces can begin to be
appreciated. It is photography that holds still the glimpses, frozen
moments of the passerby. Photography flattens the image to a picture,
removing us from the site, from the unnatural experience of occupation
but allows us to appreciate form, the raw minimalist form of the
industrial nature.

The photographic images of terrain vague are territorial indications of
strangeness itself, and the aesthetic and ethical problems that they pose
embrace the problematics of contemporary social life. What is to be done with
these enormous voids, with their imprecise limits and vague definition? Art's
reaction, as before with “nature” (which is also the presence of the other for the
urban citizen), is to preserve these alternative, strange spaces, strangers to the
productive efficiency of the city. If in ecology we find the struggle to preserve
the unpolluted spaces of a nature mythicized as the unattainable mother,
contemporary art seems to fight for the preservation of these other spaces in
the interior of the city.?

The minimal nature of terrain vague becomes apparent at the inflection
point between the surrounding urban fabric and the void of terrain
vague. It is at this point that the profound emptiness of terrain vague is

either of the two points where

et or comet

vibrating body or system that is



today is one of desolate landscapes, of still lifes in which the void is an intensity
to be resolved simultaneously in the imagination and the memory. This
contemporary architecture of the void provokes, rather than soothes.?

The limit is a place defined only by the opposition between an institutionalized
center, powerful and technologized, and a periphery that dissolves away into
virgin territory, uncontrolled and empty. The limit exists by virtue of the tension
between those who wish to instrumentalize it and the indefinite into which it
disappears. Minimalism is the experience of the limit in a reflected dimension.* While photographers capture the spaces, discovering their beauty of
strangeness, the architect is provoked by the will to occupy the void, to
The minimalist quality of terrain vague relies not only on its formal

qualities in relation to those of the city but also in its vagueness that
perpetuates an unclear reading of the indefinite space. The ability to

most apparent. As terrain vague approaches its greatest emptiness it churches and pastoral landscapes, more beautiful, by modern taste.” . amitary

becomes more minimal. It is reduced to the limit of the void. This eritique of undesirable spaces extends to architecture. o, shigisges of
The topography of contemporary architecture that might be drawn up criticism i s R

" fill the emptiness. The architect can see the opportunity that lies in

these places, the forces, the dynamic qualities that intrigue our senses

but are problematic in reality. But architecture has never strived within

B e : ith it
PGSR T M ORSOHT Iy e el g ” reality. Architecture has always pushed reality beyond its limits, the

OEEEC B " system of inhabitation, its structural capacities, the forces of gravity, the

. : magni f form, the plastici ial, i
Artistic minimalism constitutes an ambitious refounding of the visual o g. itude of form, the plasticity of material, even the tectonics of the
arts. Its intent is clear: to draw back to the limits. Its method is to ” detail.

carry aesthetic and thus significative experience to the frontiers of the
insignificant and the obvious. This degree zero of aesthetic signification .‘ In this situation the role of the architect is inevitably problematic. Architecture’s

is generally resolved in a reductive manner, based primarily on ” destiny has always been colonization, the imposing of limits, order, form, the
abstraction and in opening up the fissures of signification by those slight mtrodu;tnon lr!to strange space of the elements of identity necessary to make it
gestures, movements, or events that the subject is incapable of ” recognizable, identical, universal. In essence, architecture acts as an

14 !

P N : ; S instrument of organization, of rationalization, and of productive efficiency
eliminating, that is, incapable of removing from the /imes, the limit. ” capable of transforming the uncivilized into the cultivates, the fallow into the

) } productive, the void into the built form.®
This is the strength of weakness; that strength which art and architecture are ' -

capable of producing precisely when they adopt a posture that is not aggressive ”

and dominating, but tangential and weak.® This is not to say that traditional urban spaces are not the most effective

” treatment for the majority of the city, but that when terrain vague is
Terrain vague is a weak system, relying on its contrast with the strength ” encountered, the traditional urban system is incapable of properly

of the city to give it importance. Terrain vague’s greatest position is ” solving the problematics of scale, speed, and shifting horizons.

within the urban fabric, where the inflection point is most clearly defined. ” Furthermore, traditional urban space does not allow the retention of any
It is at this point that the interest occurs, where the contrast is the of the qualities of terrain vague. Traditional urban space only covers up.
greatest between positive and negative and intrigue into the disparity of ﬂ It masks instead of pulling the good qualities out and addressing the

the colliding forms occurs negative ones.

o

Similarly, Susan Sontag, in her theoretical treatise On Photography, finds @ : 2.4.urban space - traditional

in contemporary photography that the “bleak factory buildings and
billboard cluttered avenues look beautiful, through the camera’s eye as

o
o 11
o



Platonisn

Platonism

Rob Krier provides us with an apt example of the problems that
traditional urban space meets when encountering rifts in the urban
fabric. By his definition urban space is “geometrically bounded by a
variety of elevations. It is only the clear legibility of its geometrical
characteristics and aesthetic qualities which allows us consciously to
perceive external space as urban space.”® Urban space is clearly
defined, a scale in which the human eye can perceive its boundaries and
formulate a clear geometric form from the space created.

Krier breaks urban space into two parts, that of the square and of the
street. It is the street that is possibly more interesting. The street is
what allows one to traverse distances, to connect nodes, to pass from
one area to another. Unlike the square, it is a place where two scales
meet, that of the car and of the human. The street of traditional urban
space reflects the scale of the human and disregards that of the car.
The street is “planned to the scale of the human being, the horse and
carriage. The street is unsuitable for the flow of motorized traffic, whilst
remaining appropriate to human circulation and activity.””* Krier finds
the car-oriented street of the twentieth century to be a problem. He
admits that “solutions must be carefully worked out which will keep the
irritation of traffic noise and exhaust fumes away from the pedestrian,
without completely distancing one zone from the other...the number of
cars, and their speed, remains a source of anxiety.”? But Krier's
examples of how the streets of Stuttgart might be redesigned to
maintain a continuity of urban structure are problematic to his thesis.

As a result of the devastation of the Second World War, the constraints imposed
during the reconstruction period and the subsequent ‘car-oriented’ programme
of costly civil engineering projects in the center of Stuttgart, the former
coherent urban structure which had been responsive to local conditions was
destroyed to a catastrophic extent. The heart of the old city, a bare thousand
metres across, was broken up into a large number of small islands battered by
waves of heavy traffic.

The raisond’ &tre of these studies was to fill the gaps separating these isolate
fragments of town as effectively as possible.”3 :
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Krier's designs do completely distance one zone from the other, if not
spatially, then certainly experientially. While the street may still exist, it
gets buried, ignored, filled, so that a new plane, a clean slate can be
established on which the forms of traditional urban space easily work
themselves out. This separation is shown clearly in Krier’s example for
the redesign of the Osterreichische Platz and his statement that “there is
only one way in which some measure of tranquility can be guaranteed
and that is to provide a total shield between people and traffic.”*

2.5.urban space — rhizomatic

This thesis is nét about the separation of infrastructure and the human.
Spaces created by infrastructure can be fascinating but difficult to
occupy. This proposal is about a way to permanently occupy and
traverse these spaces without destroying the fascination of the space,
but rather enhancing or at least capturing it. The occupation of the
terrain vague should create relationships between the human body and
infrastructure as built form. This does not predicate a necessity for a
physical association of tactility, but rather an association like that of art
to its viewer; infrastructure as sculpture.

As Sola-Morales provides clues to a way in which terrain vague may be
approached he references Gilles Deleuze and his theories of the
rhizomatic. While Deleuze’s theories of the rhizomatic are not meant to
be directly translated into form, they certainly provide a proposed
method of how to organize form. The rhizome is an analogy to a plant
like structure composed of nodes that are connected horizontally in a
non-hierarchical collection. Deleuze’s theory extenuates the rhizome as
having “no beginning or end, it is always in the middle, between things,
interbeing, intermezzo.”’s

abilitation

rhizomatic
rhizome

adjective

beiow the lines of a

3 boundless thres-dimensiona
extent in which objects and

events occur and have relative



Rhizomatic organization can provide a way to position terrain vague in
its varied surroundings of which perpetuate its vagueness. The
vagueness of terrain vague does not result from the absence of forces or
the inability to position a categorization of use onto the site, but rather a
multiplicity of forces compete for the site’s use. The boundaries of
demographics, zoning, politics, economics, culture, and circulation all
intersect in this void creating a palimpsest of readings with no distinct
clarity, therefore vagueness. While the site is full of forces, it is the
regression of physical form that creates the void, its horizontality in
contrast to the verticality of the city. The void stretches out in its urban
tear, being manipulated by its surrounding forces, flexing and inflecting.
It is the interstitial space between the points of the effective city, the
space where time increases and space decreases due to their inverse
properties in relation to the rate of passage.

The middle is by no means the average; on the contrary, it is where things pick
up speed, between things does not designate a localizable relation going from
one thing to the other and back again, but a perpendicular direction, a
transversal movement that sweeps one and the other away, a stream without
beginning or end that undermines its banks and picks up speed in the middle.¢
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upon the void. It allows for a non-hierarchical ordering, not
repositioning in a Platonic or absolute sense but defining the forces,
allowing for a relative reading of the site as it exists in its vague
condition. This allows for manipulation of the site to retain the
characteristics that the contemporary eye has found so intriguing and
has fought to protect while allowing the site to reinsert itself into its
surrounding urban system.

Stuart Kaufman, a scientist at the Santa Fe Institute, has approached
rhizomatic structures as a root of organization fundamental to the
universe. His experiments in nodal connections illustrate the highly
organized system inherent to rhizomatic structures and their properties
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of creating cohesive systems. While the organization lacks formal
cohesiveness, it is the abstract properties of the relationships between
nodal points that allows for a highly complex and variable system of
connections to occur that create a singular system with fairly predictable
number of connections.

Kaufman gives an example of threads and buttons, threads being
connections and buttons being nodes. A rhizomatic structure is begun
with the threads randomly connecting more and more nodes. At a
certain point, the system becomes a cohesive organism, all points being
connected to one other, if not directly, then indirectly through other
nodes. By Kaufman’s calculations, it is at the point of about a ratio of
1:2 — threads to buttons — that the system begins to take on a
rhizomatic structure. The cohesion exponentially increases until the
ratio reaches 1:1 when no apparent increase in cohesiveness occurs and
the connections become redundant.

It is in-between the ratios of 1:2 and 1:1 that the inflection point occurs,
roughly at 3:4. It is at this point that the structure achieves its
maximum intensity. While the structure is not yet redundant nor may it
yet be complete, it is at this point that the magnitude in relation to the
number of connections is the greatest, the most activity is occurring
within the system.




2.6.smooth.striated

As Deleuze’s positions the rhizome within the smooth of the smooth and
the striated space, spaces of terrain vague also lie within the smooth
cycle of the smooth-striated relationship where “smooth space is
constantly being translated, transversed into a striated space; striated
space is constantly being reversed, returned to a smooth space.””’ Itis
the position of terrain vague at the interstices of many forces that
makes it a smooth space with the potential to become striated, and
smooth again. The force, the vector defines the smooth space whereas
the point creates the striated space.

The smooth space has the intrigue. How it is striated becomes the
complexity that draws attention. It is as when urban fabric—the striated
grid—is destroyed, making smooth space—the terrain vague—by
reduction, and then striated by infrastructure, a highway as a direct
representation of the vector-force passing through smooth space. And
while the highway may be the only force physically represented in the
terrain vague, it is not the only force that desires to fill the void.

PI3S3S33030033303333833333333333333

1 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Terrain Vague.” Anyplace. 119
2 Viod: empty space
the quality or state of being without something
a feeling of want or hollowness
Merriam-Webster Online. < http://www.m-w.com>
3 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Terrain Vague.” Anyplace. 122
4 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Difference and Limit.” Differences,
Topographies of Contemporary Architecture. 113
s Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Difference and Limit.” Differences,
Topographies of Contemporary Architecture. 113
& Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Weak Architecture.” Differences,
Topographies of Contemporary Architecture. 71
7 Sontag, Susan. On Photography. 78
8 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Topographies of Contemporary Architecture.”
Differences, Topographies of Contemporary Architecture. 26
9 Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Terrain Vague.” Anyplace. 122
10 Krier, Rob. Urban Space. 15
11 Krier, Rob. Urban Space. 17
12 Krier, Rob. Urban Space. 21
13 Krier, Rob. Urban Space. 89
14 Krier, Rob. Urban Space. 123
1s Deleuze, Gilles and Felix Guattari. “Introduction: Rhizome.” A Thousand
Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia. 25
1s Deleuze, Gilles and Felix Guattari. “Introduction: Rhizome.” A Thousand
Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia. 25
7 Deleuze, Gilles and Felix Guattari. “1440: The Smooth and the Striated.” A
Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia. 474

The striated is that which intertwined fixed and variable elements, produces an
order and succession of distinct forms, and organizes horizontal melodic lines
and vertical harmonic planes. The smooth is the continuous variation,
continuous development of form; it is the production of properly rhythmic
values, the pure act of the drawing of a diagonal across the vertical and the
horizontal...In striated space, lines of trajectories tend to be subordinated to
points: one goes from one point to another. In the smooth, it is the opposite:
the points are subordinated to the trajectory. p 478

The smooth and the striated are distinguished first of all by an inverse relation
between the point and the line (in the striated, the line is between two points,
while in the smooth, the point is between two lines); and second, by the nature
of the line (smooth-directional, open intervals; dimensional-striated, closed
intervals). Finally, there is a third difference, concerning the surface or space.
In striated space, one closes off a surface and “allocates” it according to
determine intervals, assigned breaks; in the smooth, one distributes” oneself in
an open space, according to frequencies and in the course of one’s crossings
(logos and nomos). p 480-81
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Newlatin from Latin, carer, g 9 cpe g

This thesis will anélyze a site of terrain vague in the urban fabric and .T';
propose a solution to how to occupy and transverse the site. The site ”
must exhibit layering and meshing of infrastructural systems that can ”
provide an intriguing complexity. Urban fabric must surround the site, ”
) enclosing at least two opposing sides. The site is therefore not an edge, ”
 ceaneucn Eendie makedt but a void within the urban structure. : i

Introd

genome of an i Albany, New York contains a condition in the heart of its urban fabric q,
vem_c? Eaa where a highway has created a condition of terrain vague. Route 787 ”
B and Routes 9 & 20 intersect between the city and the Hudson River in a ”
circular configuration sending Routes 9 & 20 straight into the Empire ”
State Plaza, the governmental center for all of New York State. The ”

scale of the intersecting roads resulting from the technical requirements ”
to meet the needs of the car, its speed, size, and turning radius have
created a void that divides the surrounding city structure. This terrain
vague is characteristically horizontal, lacking buildings and only
populated by parked cars. A small bus station occupies the east end of " |
enedy e S the site, to the west is the capitol, to the north is the main business |
district and to the south is a dense residential area. This space is at the
intersection of transportation, government, business and residential.
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The history of Albany begins in 1609 with the explorations of Henry
Hudson. Fort Orange, located on the current ‘Pastures’ area was built in
1624 and the Dutch started the first permanent settlement in 1629, then
called Beverwyck. When surrendered to the British in 1664, Beverwyck
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vithout ' a o
nztur of il malice was renamed Albany in honor of James, Duke of York and Albany, later
hav lrg no empers or -
examples; specificaily of a suit King James II.
having no cards represented in a
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Albany has played a significant role in the early forming of our nation,
serving as a site of intercolonial conventions and the Albany Congress
prior to the Revolutionary War. In 1797, Albany officially became the
state capitol of New York. In the 19 century Albany served as a major
outfitting station as settlers moved west and when the Erie canal
opened, it provided a gateway to the Michigan Territory from the

Hudson.!

In the last century, Albany’s downtown has undergone major changes
with the introduction of 1-787 along the Hudson River, effectively cutting
off the downtown from its early economic roots and the construction of
the Empire State Plaza and its accompanying urban renewal. The
Albany metro area now includes many suburbs leaving the city itself
with a population of nearly 100,00 as of 1998.

Albany’s architectural heritage stems largely from its Dutch Colonial
roots but also includes Georgian and French-Gothic Revival architecture.
The state capitol is a mix of “French Chateau” style and Richardson’s
own hand bringing in heavy Romanesque characteristics. The recent
capitol plaza, the Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza is
of the international style with a strong modernist aesthetic.

In the 1960's, the Empire State Plaza and its subsequent urban renewal
tore a swath through Albany, just south of the central business district
and stretching from the Hudson River where 1-787 was built up the hill
to the actual platform of the plaza. The complex, designed by Wallace
K. Harrison - also architect of Rockefeller Plaza in New York City —and
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built under the care of Nelson A. Rockefeller, then Governor of New York ”

State was meant to transform Albany into “the most beautiful capitol
city in the world.”? The result of such an extensive project was the
wiping out of many working class neighborhoods and slums, almost 100
acres in total.> While the Empire State Plaza occupied the west end of

o

the urban renewal plan, the east end, from the plaza to the river served
as space for a viaduct connecting I-787 to the plaza.

3.3.context

The site, its void created by urban renewal, has been vacant for the past
forty years, effectively separating the residential and mixed-use
neighborhoods to the south from the central business district and the
entire city from the river. The Pastures neighborhood was the primary
neighborhood affected by the insertion of the viaduct, with the Mansion
Hill slightly higher to the west and the South End just to the southwest.
The central business district is directly to the north of the site, thinning
out as it touches the site’s northern boundary. The river lies to the east
beyond I-787 which acts as a physical and visual barrier from accessing
the river. Relatively flat until its western edge, the site rises as it meets
the Pepsi Arena and finally the high walls of the Empire State Plaza’s

podium.

The Pastures has had a history of constant changing character. Named
after the fields which once dominated the area and served as grazing
land for the settlement’s cattle, the Pastures was first developed in the
early 19* century as Albany size increased due to the economic boom of
the Erie Canal and the trend toward westward settlement. The Pastures
began as a homogeneous extension of the primarily Dutch and English
settlement, but by about 1840, the Irish and German immigrants
dominated the South End. By 1880, eastern European Jews began to
join the German Jews on the site. The 1900’s brought another
transformation in demographics with a large number of Italian
immigrants settling in the South End. And finally, after WWII, black
families, coming from the south, made the South End their home.*
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Today, after serving as the introduction point to Albany for many
immigrants, the South End is largely a black neighborhood while the
small Pastures Historic District — what is left of the Pastures after urban
renewal — contains a mix of demographics, but largely transient.

In its current state, the South End is bound to the north by the viaduct
spur of I-787. Just to the south of the spur lies the Pastures, and to the
north, a void of parking lots followed by the central business district.
South Pearl and South Ferry streets to the west and east, Dongan and
Madison avenues to the south and north bind the Pastures Historic
District. Madison avenue travels partway beneath the viaduct. Merely
one quarter of the historic neighborhood remains and of that, only a
small fraction of the historic buildings remain, those that were
structurally unstable could not be saved.®

Of the remaining structures, several are notable. Three churches
remain in the Pastures, Congregation Beth El Jacob — now Saint John’s
Church of God in Christ - Saint John’s Roman Catholic Church — now
vacant, and Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church — now Saint John’s School. In
addition several distinguished townhouses remain from the early 19*
century. There remains a house at 96 Madison by Albany’s ‘first
architect’, Philip Hooker, in the Greek Revivalist style. Several Federal
period townhouses remain as well as some Italianate style examples. A
unique style to Albany is the traditional Dutch gable fronted townhouse.
Most of these townhouses have incorporated mixed-use programs or
were planned with developments with commercial use on an adjacent

property.

The central business district, just to the north of the site is also the city’s
most intact historical area, once considered the town of Beverwyck. Its
roots are grounded in Dutch tradition with the Dutch Reformed Church
as the center of the community since 1656. This district maintained a
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strong relationship with the river and its docks until the end of the
Hudson shipping industry and still references its early roots with narrow
streets and a dense urban fabric.

The area just north of the site, in the central business district, contained
many warehouses close to the river and several notable commercial
buildings, chiefly among them, the old Delaware and Hudson Building,
now the State University of New York Central Administration
Headquarters. Among the surrounding commercial buildings is plaza
row, an entact row of 120 year old storefront commercial buildings
located just to the north east of the site.®

Historically, Albany was closely tied to the river, its economic success
being dependent on it. Albany’s relationship with the river is a now in a
tragic state. I-787 completely cuts the city off from the lifeblood that
once provided its success. No abilities currently exist for the city to
touch the river in any direct way. The hard edge of the highway
disallows the city from any outlet to the east.

3.4.forces

The site exists in the vague area between four distinct forces, simply
classified by their cardinal direction: business to the north, government
to the west, residential to the south, and nature to the east. While
these forces are far from straight and hard orthogonal trajectories, they
are distinctly different and separate, formally, socially, and economically.

Business forces affecting the site stem from the site’s relation to the
downtown. The site’s current program is comprised of supporting
services to the business district strictly in the form of infrastructure.
Along with the spur of I-787 is a vast field of parking and a regional bus
station. Hundreds of commuters use the site as a gateway to the




3.5.site.specifics

property, it has been relegated to a service relationship with the

! downtown, the back door to the vitality of the city. The site itself is bound by Hudson Avenue to the north, North Pearl

Street to the west, Madison Avenue to the south and Liberty Street to
” the east but may extend to the river to the southeast under the

podium on the hill houses the state government, high in its walls away @™® viaducts. The site is largely made up of vacant lots used for surface
from the locality of the void beneath. Its connection to the world is the @®  parking. On the eastern edge is the bus station serving thirteen buses
viaduct, like a drawbridge over the void of the site. The state " and nearby a major nexus of local buses beginning their city bus routes,
government’s ignorance of the site contrasts its visual presence. The ”

horizon to the west is dominated by the complexes presence, its podium ”
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The government’s force on the city is the viaduct spur from I-787. The

but no structure supporting that function. At the northeast edge,
corners of Hudson Avenue and North Pearl Street exists a cluster of

‘ R PR 8N <prouting with towers and the ‘egg’. ” buildings that may remain, a large newer facility with offices and a : =
Se TG ” parking garage and a few historic buildings that escaped the urban
” renewal of the sixties, most notably the Radliff House of 1759. Although
historical, this house resembles little of what it once did when first

ouss f o 2 The neighborhoods to the south are primarily residential with a mix of

smaller commercial uses. In a survey conducted in 2000 by the Council ”
of Albany Neighborhood Associations [CANA] six categories of possible ”
concern where given to the residents. Of these six categories, family ”
issues where the major.concern for the south end. In the mansion . '
district, family issues took up 21% of the marked votes and in the South ”
End, 40%. The issue that sparked concern with almost 100% of the

respondents, 100% in the South End and 79% in the Mansion District,

was drug dealers and drug houses. The second highest concerns

averaging at about 18% between the two neighborhoods was health of

the physical environment - garbage, street upkeep, and dog messes.

constructed but is notable for its typologically intact remnant of the
Dutch gable facing the street that can be seen behind a latter facade
addition.

The site is crossed at a diagonal through its western edge to its and
southeastern corner by the viaducts of the spur from I-787 and on its
eastern edge by I-787 itself. The viaducts impose a scalar element
vastly different from the typical circuits of the city upon the site. The
viaducts are composed ‘of primarily six sections over the site, four of
which are converging two lane arterials, the remaining two are entrance

The river to the east is one of Albany’s least utilized forces. It provides or exit ramps. The entirety swirls into a circular interchange at the

the opportunity for a natural outlet from the city. While Albany takes
pride in its large parks to the west and southwest, no eastern connection
is made even when there is such an opportunistic ability to provide a

southwestern edge of the site, intersecting with I-787 and the primary

nmmm

bridge that crosses the Hudson River to Rensselaer.

largd incilsion of hatiie intd the diy: The insertion of the spur of viaducts coupled with urban renewal has left
this site as a void within the center of Albany. The site’s unique location
at the crossroads of many disparate forces gives it the opportunity as a

transition zone, one of mediation between its contextual forces.
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1“Albany” Encyclopaedia Britannica Online. <http://
search.eb.com/bol/topic?eu=5457&sctn=1>
[Accessed 29 November 2001].

2 McEeneny, John J. Albany: Capitol City on the
Hudson. 174.

3 Rabrenovic, Gordana. Community Builders: A tale
of Neighborhood Mobilization in Two Cities. 46.

4 Waite, Diana S.. Albany Architecture. 111.

s Waite, Diana S.. Albany Architecture. 111.

§ Waite, Diana S.. Albany Architecture. 93.
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park

055.000:salvation army

4.1.program

The program is a'response to the void present on the site in Albany.

The physical, sociological, economic, and political gaps left vacant by the
absence of an affective system in relation to the city provides the
opportunity for the program to provide an introduction of a system that
responds to the forces acting upon the site.

As with the architectural methodology, the program does not fill the void
but mediates the void, providing a transition through the site. In
response to site analysis the program can mediate the disparate
incongruous forces that act on the site. By linking the forces through
the site, the void is not filled by a new autonomous program, but rather
serves as an interstice between the surrounding context. It incorporates
the latent activities of the site with a program that facilitates the
mediation of the disparity created by the incongruous forces present on
the site. In this manner, a multiplicity of programs of transition can
allow the site to maintain its vagueness in response to its surrounding
urban conditions while still allowing it to reside within the effective
systems of the city.

The resulting progr_ammatic combination is a smooth system, pliable in
response to the existing contextual and formal forces that seek to striate
the void. Program creates new smooth systems from the striating
forces of the void.

What interests us in operation and smoothing are precisely the passages or
combinations: how the forces at work within space continually striate it and
how in the course of its striation it develops other forces and omits new smooth
spaces. Even the most striated city gives rise to smooth spaces: to live in the
city as a nomad, or cave dweller, movements, speed and slowness, are
sometimes enough to reconstruct a smooth space.!
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Program is the ‘other force’, the resultant force. Program is not the sum
of forces, but the mediation of the forces allowing for forces to connect
and superimpose one another. It is this meshing of forces that redefines
an urban system through a smooth space.

The programs response to the forces of the site conditions — the
economic, political, religious, social, infrastructural, and formal forces
are mediated by six major programmatic elements. These elements
consist of a community center, park, Salvation Army, regional bus
station, parking garages, and commercial activities. Each element
responds to more than one of the multitude of forces acting upon the
site while also relating to one another in a seemingly incongruous
fashion as a whole but indirectly becoming cohesive.

4.2.programmatic.annotation

The park is a variable condition that serves to accentuate the present

_qualities of the site. It is a minimal gesture that preserves the

horizontality of the sit. The park has the ability to serve as a mesh that
ties the other programmatic elements together. It is highly flexible and
allows a great amount of variables to exist in close contact. The park
consists of hard-scape and green-scape that focuses on the
manipulation of the ground plane. As a force of the horizontal, the park
refrains from vertical elements. As a mesh linking the other
programmatic elements in a rhizomatic system, the park should be
highly reflective of the forces acting on the site.

The park is a place for the city to breath, an outlet to nature. The park
contains recreational activities that are appropriate for the restrictions of
the site and the parks need to remain pliable. Recreational activities
include a skate park, basketball courts, and bocce ball. These elements
encourage spontaneous gaming by a wide range of users. Community

(@a]
(@8]



018.000:commercial stores

018.000:business/offices

022.000:bus terminal

wn

>

gardens are also available in a cooperative structure. The park has
maintenance and storage facilities in a structure within the boundaries
of the site. The administration of park elements is taken relegated to

the administration of the onsite community center.

The community center serves the south end neighborhoods as a place of

gathering, assistance, social programming, park administration, and
political action. It is a place where the residents of the south end may
come to train themselves, search for a job, share their ideas, find a
residence, and organize clubs. While the center may function as a
general service point for the community, its primary function is to create
connections from the neighborhoods to the central business district.

The location a community center on the community’s northern edge is
an attempt to focus the community’s relationship to the central business

district.

The adult learning center holds seminars, hosts lectures, and assists
further learning outside of the center. The center has use of the multi-
purpose room for larger gatherings, its own smaller classrooms, a
computer lab, and administration offices. Its goal is to provide the
south end community with a means to equipping themselves with the
knowledge they need to compete in the job market. The center is not
designed as a complete solution to learning but merely a catalyst for
encouraging, motivating, and facilitating residents with their pursuit of

an education.

The Salvation Army is focused on meeting the needs of the community
in the south end. The organization is committed to helping the poor
with economic, physical, mental, and spiritual assistance. Salvation
Army’s programs aim to allow destitute people to resituate themselves
back into society. The Salvation Army consists of four interrelated
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elements. The administration offices are the core of a facility that
includes a rehabilitation center, halfway houses, and a thrift store.

The rehabilitation center is for men and women with alcohol and
chemical dependencies. The center provides housing, meals, medical
care, and work therapy to meet the basic needs of the people it serves.
Group therapy, spiritual guidance, and counseling are provided in order
to assist a break from alcohol and chemical dependencies. This center
is designed to meet the community’s need for a positive force against
substance abuse.

The rehabilitation center is one facility comprising all of the elements
needed to serve its goals. The environment is a highly controlled and
ordered system. Men and women are housed in separate sections of
the building, public areas are clearly delineated from private areas,
security is present at a controlled entry point, and programs are
mandatory. Housing is in the form of two person bedrooms with
bathrooms being shared between rooms. Living areas are also private
areas and are clustered with the bedrooms. A dining facility is equipped
with a kitchen to provide meals to all of the residents. Multipurpose
rooms allow for group therapy sessions and a chapel provides space
gathering to worship. A shop is a key function of the program by

providing work training as well as supplying repaired goods to the thrift
shops.

The half way house serves as a semi permanent residence for mentally
handicapped individuals or those that are having temporary economic
difficulties. This is a group home where little supervision is needed
beyond a secure environment to call home. Residents are fully involved
in the community, should have full time jobs, and are contributing rent
when possible. The group home provides a secure social atmosphere
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national movement, is an
Christian Church. Its message
ry is motivated by the love of
 gospel of Jesus Christ and to
me without discrimination.

The Salvation Army, an i
evangelical part of the univer
is based on the Bible. Its mi
God. Its mission is to preach
meet human needs in His
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that residents can depend on for support and counseling. Residents
share rooms, have communal living spaces, and dine together.

The thrift store is a first entry point for allowing residents of the
Salvation Army to access the work force. It is a training ground for work
skills and experience. The thrift store is also the Salvation Army’s most
public front. It is at this point that there is the most interaction between

the community and the residents as a whole.

Stemming from the community’s and program’s added need for
employment opportunities is a small amount of commercial shops and
offices. This programmatic element also extends the forces of the
central business district directly onto the site allowing for a greater
interaction between contextual forces. These commercial elements are
intended for small businesses with no specialized needs.

The bus station replaces the current structure, which has failed to
provide adequate service for passengers. The new station will provide
passengers with a more pleasant transition between bus and city. In
addition to the physical requirements of the bus, the station includes
ticketing, baggage storage, administration, security, information, a
waiting area, restaurant, and restrooms. The bus station also connects
to local modes of transportation — local buses, taxis and the car.

Parking garages are essential to the site. Parking must be provided for
the current users of the site in addition to users of the new
programmatic elements. Surface parking should be kept to a minimum
and emphasis should be placed on parking structures, underground
when possible.

Ipeleuze, Gilles and Felix Guattari. “1440: The Smooth and the Striated.” A
Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia. 500
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Sola-Morales Rubio, Ignasi de. “Terrain Vague.” Anyplace. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Defacto essay on terrain vague and its relation to art, architecture and the city. This essay coins the term and
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