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SECTION I •. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Vocational Agriculture Program in South Dakota has been 

in operation for twenty�one.years. There have been many interesting 

develepments during this period of years and the writer has attempted 

to trace the development of the program through ·this period. 

1. 

All data and factual materia.·1 have beeh taken from the minutes 

of the meetings of the State Board for Vocational Education, the Annual 

·Reports of the Sta.te Supervisor ·to the State ·Board and the Descriptive 

and Statistical Reports made to the Federal Board for Vocational 

Education. 

No attempt has been made to trace in detail the development. 

of the agriculture teache.i: training a..s the writer felt that this l'i'8.S 

a topic suitaqle for a special study. Also the Future Farmers of 

America was only touched upon briefly as it is hoped that in the n�ar 

future someone will make a s pecial study of the history and development 

o·f this organization. 



SECTION II. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROGRAM OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 

EDUCATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

2.  

The program of'  Vocational Educatio:n in the Uni ted States · has 

developed in conformity with the provisions of  the Sm:i, th-Hughes Act , 

64th C ongress , appr oved February 23 , 1917 , a s a cooperat ive enterprise 

between the States and the Federal Government. 1 

The 1 5th Ses sion a f  the South Dakota Legislature , in se s s ion 

January 2 ,  1917 to March 2 ,  1917 , pas sed the following act accepting 

the congressional act relative to Vocationa l  Education : 

"That the Ste:te o :f  South Dakota does hereby accept the benefits 

of an a.ct pas sed by the ?�nate - and House of' Repre sentative s of the United 

States of Amer ica in Congres s  as semb led ent itl ed 'An Act to provide  for 

the promotion of  Vocational Education ; to provide for c ooperation · th 

the States in the promotion of such education in Agriculture and the 

trades and industr · e s ;  to p rovide for cooperation with the state s in 

the preparation o f  teachers of vocational s ub jects ; and to appropr iate 

money to regulate its expenditure , '  and will observe · and comply with 

all the requirements o f  said Act . n2 and a a part of the acceptance 

1u .  S • . Office o f  Education. Vocational Education Bulletin 
No. 1 ,  Statement of  ol i c ies  for the Administration o:f Vocational Educa
tion. Revised February - 1937 

2�es sion Laws 0£ South Dako -� 1916- 1917 



act creat d a State Board of' Education to admini s ter the provi s ions o f'  

the Act i n  South Dakota and made provi s ions for the handl in o f  the 

money paid to the ta.te from t;he Federal ppropria tion for the pro

motion of Vocational Educatio n . 

The first State Board of Education in South Dakota ( 1917-

1918 ) 3  consisted of the following member : 

C. H. Lugg , St te Superintendent 

Robert L .  Slagle , Pre s ident , South Dako ta University 

Elwood C .  Per i sho ,  Pre s ident , uth Dakota State Col lege 

J. W. He ton , Pre s ident , Mad is on State Norm.al 

Willis E. Johnson , Pre sident , Northern Norm.al 

Mrs. Grace Re d Porter , Pr incipal of Ft . Pier High Schoo l  

Nelli G. Warren , c_ounty Superintendent , Lawr ence County 

This ne ly created board he ld its firs t meeting in the off'ice 

o f  the S tate Superintendent on Dec embe r 1 ,  1917 . Thi s meeting s 

extended ove r a two-day period for the purpose o f' adopt ing plans for 

the administration of the . p ro ram of Vocati onal Education in South 

Dakota . Mr. L. H . Garr · s ,  representing the F dere.l Board , was pre ent 

at all meetings of the board and pre s ented a pre l iminary plan for the 

consideration of th Board . Mr. J .  C .  Wright and Mr. W. I. Cramer of 

the Fede ral Bo  d were  pre s ent at  the s econd d ay of  the m eting d 

�inutes of Proce edings of State Board for Voe tione.l Education 
December 1 .  1917 . 



took part in the di scuss ions. The plans we re c_ompleted and adopted by 

the Board on December 3 ,  1917 a.nd on December 4 ere s ent to C . A. 

Prosser ,  Director , Federal Boa.rd for Vocational Education , for con

s ideration by the Federal Bo rd. On December 18 , 1917 , the State 

Superintendent was notified that the Federal Board had approved the 

plans as drawn , ·thus the first formal step was taken in the establish

ment of the program for Vocational E�ucation in South Dakota. This 

action assured the Board that they would hav.e the full cooperation 

of the Federal Board in putting the program into operation . 

4. 

At the regular State Board me ting on January 29 , 1918 there 

was cons iderable d i scus s ion concerning courses of study to be followed 

in schools participating in the program, how school s  were to be selected , 

and how teacher training funds were to be d istributed. I t  was decided 

that al l teacher training work in p reparing teachers of Vocational Agri

culture should be done at South Dakota State College , Brookings. 

Prof. E. D. Stivers of �rookings was appointed as Director of Agri

cultural Education and was instructed to formulate a course  of study 

for Vocational Agriculture to be presented to the Board. He was also 

authori zed to investigate school s  d e s iring approval for Smith-Hughe'S 

aid and make his reco endations to· the Boa.rd. 



5 .  

SEC T ION II I . · · 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROGRAM lt1ROM 1919 TO 1940 

Apparently no sohool made application for approv 1 during 

the ohool ye r 1917-1918 ,  a the reoords show that the first depart-
\ 

ment approved was at the Ravinia Con olidated School on October 7 ,  1918. 

At the regular State Board .of Education meeting : held on 

January 28 , 1919 , Profes sor C .  H. Brady o f  South Dakota State College , 

who had succeeded Mr . Stivers  as State Supervisor o f  Agrioultural 

Educ e. tion , was ask d to make a complete ·eport of all schools  that had ·-
applied fer Smith-Hughes aid in Agriculture • . After cons idering Mr.  

Brady ' s report and recommendations, the Boa.rd ·approved application\ 

including th�t of Ravinia, ' from the following schools : Viborg , We s s ington 

Spring • Brookings , Hur0n, a�d Watertown effective February 1 , 1919 ; 

Clear Lak and Mad ison effective March 1 . 1919 ; and Belle Fourche effective 

April 1. 1919. c cording to the record·s on file in the Of.fice of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction ,  these schools were the first to 

establi h departments of Vocational Agriculture. 

and Salem were approved beginning September 1919 . 

oon ocket, Mt . Vernon, 

The app o intment of Fred E ·. Smith as State Sup e rvisor of 

Agricultural · Educ tion was. approved by tni3 St te Board at a meeting 

he ld J nuary 15 � 1.920. Mr. S i th performed the combined duties of 

High School Sup ervi sor and· Supervi so r  gricultural Education . 

Mr . Smith served in this dual capac ity until the appointment of Profes s or 

• R. Wiseman o.f South Dakota State C ollege a s  upervi or of Ag · u tural 
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Education in the fall of 1920. Mr. Wiseman wa s  to devote one fourth 

of his time to the supervision of vocational agric ulture and three

fourths of his time wa to be spent as instructor in the Education 

Department of South Dakota State College. 

El ven schools received reimbursement for salar i e s paid 

instructors of vocational a griculture. for the yea r  1919-1920. There 

re 185 boys enrolled in vocational agriculture clas ses this year , which 

was the first full school year in which the plan had b.een in operation. 

The growing intere st in · this e of ark was reflected in 

the rapid expansion shown in the scope of the _ program during its second 

year of operation .  There were eighteen approved d partments of voca-

tional agriculture with an enrollment of 367 boy s .  This a 61% 

increa s e  in departments and a 100% increase in e nrollment . In hi 

report to the Federal Board , Mr. Wis eman , St te S upervis o r  of Agri-

cul tura.l Education makes the se comments , "The s ituation for Vocational 

Agriculture looks brighter all the time . .. .  Practically al� or the 

school now maintaining such course s will continue and several others 

have applied for the work next year • • • • We l o ok forward to a fine 

year next year. " 

The appointment of Mr. M .  A. S :lrp a s  State Sup ervisor of 

Agricul tura.l Education wa s  announced August 1 ,  1921 . This wa a gre at 

step :forward, a s  it s the first time ""t a upervisor had been able 

to devote his full time to the program of Agr i cultural Education. On 
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the same date , Profe or iseman began giving his full time to teacher 

training work at South Dakota State College. This ins�r d a supply 

of South Dakota trained instructors for the voe tional agriculture 

departments within the state. 

Despite adverse crop conditions and low prices for farm 

products in 1921 , six new departmen�s ere added and only two schools 

discontinued the work. As a result there were twenty-two departments 

in the state with 462 boys enrolled in the clas ses. During the year 

four schools also conducted part-time cl ·s es for out-of-school youths 
- �  

and adult farmers. 

Evidently there was considerable interest in vocational 

agriculture among the schools thi ye r as Mr. Sharp reports , "No 

effort has been made to get �ew school on the list for next year as 

there are several schools wanting the work as soon as funds are 

available. "4 

Five new schools were added for the year 1922-23 bringing 

the total number of vocational agriculture departments to twenty-seven. 

Considerable empha is was placed upon shop work during the period. A 

special two-weeks summer cours in shop f r  agriculture instructors was 

conducted by Mr. Sharp at State Coll ge i11 an effort to improve the 

quality of shop instruction in th schools. 

4Annual Report of Stat Supervisor of Agricultural Education 
June 30 1922 . 
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The :fo llowin statements taken from the State Sup rvisor ' s 

report for th year give bri fly the status of agricultural education 

in the state a t  this time : 

"The gricultural Education situation within the state has 

improved s ome ha. t dur ing the past yea r. The superintendents and chool 

bo rd s are becoming mor e  familiar wi t.h the requirements of the Smith

Hughe s l aws and th s tate pl ns . The patrons of the s chools are be

ginning to app reciate what the work is doing for the boys. and the 

teachers a s  a whole ar e doing better wo On the other hand the 

state l eg i s lature reduc ed the genera l  fund for the entire education 

department and £or th next two years there wi l l  be practically no 

state funds to match £ed ra.l funds a s  ha s been done in the past. " 

Ther e  were thirty-�wo approved vocational agriculture depart

ments in 1923- 1924.. More school s  were de s irous of establi shing the 

work but this was not possible due to the curtailment 0 £  the appro-

. priation made by the legisla,ture £or the Education Department bringing 

about a reduction in £unds availab le for vocational work. The State 

Superv i s or in hi s annual report to th State Boe.rd of Education mentions 

several p o int s in whi ch improvement has been made during the pa t year. 

He point out that a gr at improvement in classroom methods , a hi her 

grade of home pro j  ct , and improvement o f  quality of equipment has 

been made . A new method of doing _par - p work was tried out this  

year. Under this plan the work for the regular clas s  is divided into 
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definite complet_e uni t s  and the out-of- school boys come in t_o a regular 

.class for as many of these units as they have t ime to take. Five schools 

tried out thi s  p lan of p art-t ime work and report it wa s  very s ucces s ful . 

In hi s report for the year 1924-1925 Mr. Sharp calls this 

the best year vocational agriculture has ever had in South Dakota . 

Much improvement over p revious years -was shown in p rojects. Plans for 

a long time proj ect pro gram were developed this year. The boys were 

encouraged to have mor e  than one pro ject in operation and to enlarge 

the scope of the i r  pro j ect program each · r they were in the work. 

He states , "We are rea l ly attempting to prepare these boys for farming. " 

· Twelve schoo l s  offered classes to out-of-sehoo_l youth and 

adult farmers. this year . Three teacher s conduct ed evening s chool s and · 

nine conducted part-t ime clas�es. The plan of the previous year for 

part-time clas s es wa s  followed and proved to be  very · succes s f'ul . Many 

of the agricult ure departments took an act ive part in the b ovine tuber

culos is campaign that was in progre ss. The previou s year the agri

culture teachers had a.s one of their goa l s  the eradicat ion o f' tuber

culos i s  in cattle  in their distr i ct by 1926 . Considerab l e  progress 

has been reported thi s year. 

The report :f'or 1924-25 sho s tha.1;; there were fewer de

partments this year than last year but th supervisor stat e  this 

was due to the discontinuance of severa .,, ,ak department s . 5  

5Federal Board for Vocat ional Education for 1925 - De cript ive 
Report by State Supe rvisor of Agr icul tural Education. 



10. 

Mr. P • •  Danielson was appointed Stat Supervisor of Voca

·tional Agricultural Education on July 1, 1925 .  Twenty- seven depart

ments were in operation this year and although unfavorable eather 

conditions prevailed , a very succe ssf�l year in vocational agriculture 

s indicated. More emphasis was placed on community activities of 

the instructor than ever before. 

The State Fair Board offered prizes for vocational agricul

ture exhibits in crops and shop work and als o  free admission r ibbons 

to the Fair for the instructors and the bgys. There was much fav-orable 

comment regarding the entries of the vocational agriculture departments 

in their division. Twenty· part-time and evening s chools for out-of-school 

groups wer conducted during the year. 

De p te a continued , lack of rainfall during 1926 , resulting 

in poor crops and a low 'f rm income , considerable progr ss was made 

in the vocational education program. There was a n ine per cent in

crease in enrollment although only one new department was added this 

year , making a total of twenty-eight departments with . an enrollment of 

476 .  Sever 1 other schools made inquiries concerning departments but 

were not approved because of the lack of sufficient funds for reimburse

ment. The Vocational Agriculture departments had much larger and 

better exhibits at the St te Fair which encouraged the State Fair 

Board to make arrangements to include s · al more entrie the follow

ing year. T enty-eight local schools and community fairs were promoted 
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by the agriculture instructors through the. cooperation of bankers , 

. merchants , and farm organi zations. There were nine part-time and twenty

one evening schools  held during the year. There was no special re

imbursement for this work. Arrangements were made to ·s end the winning 

teams in livestock and dairy cattle judging at the State C ontests 

to the National Vocational Agricultu�e Judg ing C ontests held in Kansas 

City at the time o f  the American Royal Livestock Show. Two state-wide 

conference s for vocational agriculture instruct·ors were held this year. 

Twenty-nine high schools o ffe e cours e s  in vocational agri-

culture during the year 1927-1928 and a continued increase  in enroll

ment was shown . The departments had an exhib it at the State Fair and 

a large number o f  instructors bro�ght their classes to the Fair for 

at l east one day. Many scho ols  also promoted school and community 

fairs during the year. Twenty-s ix o f  the twenty-nine departments 

entered the state judging contests conducted by South Dakota State 

College . South Dakota was also represented at the National Livestock 

and Judging Contests for Vocational Agriculture . s tudent s held at 

Kansas C ity and emphis . Plans  were made at the time of the state 

judging c onte sts for a s tate organi zation of vocational agriculture 

students. It m reported that all of  the-e departments had local 

organi zations and plans were made to perfect a state organi zation 

by the end of the next year .  Cons ide bl emphas is was p laced on 

the program of supplementary supervi s ed practices to be carried on 
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by the boys in addition to the ir regular productive project�. Two 

. state-wide conferences and one district conference was held during 

the year. Part-time and evening school classe s  were conducted at 

eleven departments with a total of 371 in attendance. · The reports 

indicated a very succes sful year. Crop conditions were some hat 

better resulting in improvement of productive pro j ects carried on by 

the boys ; contests were participated in by more of the school s ; the 

part-time and evening school program was fair ly successful ; and plans 

for a state organization of students o v. cational agriculture depart-

ments were made , all of which causes the writer to believe that a very 

successful program was carried out during the year. 

Mr. P • •  Danielson re igned the position as State Supervisor 

of Agricultural Education on _september i ,  1928 to take up supervisory 

wo k in agricultural education in the Indian Service. He had served 

as state supervisor for the past three years. C .  R .  Wi s eman ,  who wa s  

i n  charge o f  agricultural teacher training in South Dakota State 

College , was appointed to s erve as both state supervisor and teacher 

trainer ·until January 1 .  On January l,  1929, Mr. W . P. Beard , 

Agriculture Instructor at Brookings High School , was appointed State 

Sup ervisor  of Agricultural Education and immediate ly as sura.ed his new 

duties. There were only t enty-five schools appr oved for federal 

aid this  year with an enrollment of 5 ... ys . Of' the s e  twenty-five 

departments , eighteen were full time departments and s even were half-time 
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departments . More interest in the program . was indicated by an increas·ed 

appropriation by the legislature. One of the most important" develop

ments of the year was the. organization of the South Dakota Assoc iation 

of the Future Farmers of America. The development of this organi zation 

will be given in another  section of this · history. · 

Twenty-four of the twenty-five s chools had teams entered 

in the annual judging contests at South Dakota State College. Two 

state-wide conferences for instructors and f ive district conferenc-es 

were held. The proper method of teaching was demonstrated and discussed 

at these meetings. A long-time program fo� vocational agriculture in 

South Dakota was worked out by the State Supervisor and presented to 

the instructors at the annual conference. 

Twenty-seven departments were approved in 1929-30 for 

aid with an enrollment of 613 � boys. Indi cative of the increasing 

interest and recognition of the value of the work, no s chools are 

dropping it this  year. The first F.F.A. public speaking co�test  

was held in connection with the State Vocational Judging Contests 

at Brookings. A , charter was granted to the State Assoc iation by the 

National Association in October of 1929. lans were made this year 

for working out a course of ·study for vocational agricult�re. A 

committee from three farm organizations, the Farm Bureau , the 

Farmers ' Union , and the Grange, worked with the State Supervisor in 

laying plans for the development of this  cfmrse of study. Previous 

SO-UJK DAKOTA StAfE COLLEGE LIBRARY 



to this time a vocational agriculture newsletter had been i ssued 

by the Teacher Training Department of South Dakota State College since 

the inception of vocational agricultural education in 1918. Beginning 

in September, 1929, a mimeographed monthly newsletter was sent to 

the teachers, superintendents , and others interested in Vocational 

Agriculture from the State Supervisor ' s Office. Special efforts were 

made to improve the ' records kept by the boys on their pro jects by 

encouraging greater accuracy and more complete records. Efforts 

were also made �o increase the scope of the supplementary supervised 

practices , carried on by the· boys in addiinon to their productive 

projects. 

The year 1930-1931 was a difficult year for vocational 

agricultural education in South Dakota. The crop and economic condi

tions in the state were worse � tha� at any time since vocational educa

tion· had started. These conditions caused many boards to begin think

ing seriously of a retrenchment program in the operati on of their lo�al 

schools. To add to the uncertainty, the 1931 legislature eliminated 

the state appropriation provided for state aid to school s  with 

vocational departments . Despite these unfortunate conditions , there 

were thirty vocational agriculture departments this year, an increase 

of three departments over the previous year and an enrollment of 812 

boys in agriculture classes compared to 613 en�olled in 1929-1930 . 



15 . 

Thi s  increas e  in enrollment was due to increas es in eighteen of the 

old de�artments and the addition of three ne  departments . There 

were nineteen dep artment s operating on a full . time bas i s  and the 

r emaining eleven departments were on a half-time basi . Sevent en 

departments had exhibits at the State Fair filling all but five of 

the forty-five lots lis ted . There was a marked decrea e in the number 

of departments offering part-time clas se and in the enrollment in these 

clas ses but an increase was no'ted in the evening schools . There  was 

a reported enrollme t ..9f 567 in the evening school clas.s e s  conducted 

by twelve instructors . ork was  continued on the cours e  of study for 

vocat_ional agriculture and p ermanent record card s were furni sh�d the 

departments to keep records of students after they had left s choo l .  

, D e  p i  te adverse agricultural c onditions in the summer o f  1931 

which resulted in poor crop s and a lowered farm income , only three 

departments were dis continued and to offs et this  los s , two ne e 

ments were e stabl i shed leaving a total of twenty-nine departments 

for the year 1931-1932 as compared to the previous year' s total of 

thirty departments . There wa a sl ight increase in enrol l  e t 

though there was one les department. As evidenc of th 

intere t of adult £arfuers in the vocat ional agriculture pr 

s ixteen evening chool s ere held with e. reported attend 1 c e  o:f 659 

farmers . Five mim g,rap hed uni ts of the agriculture course of' study 

t-
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were distributed to the teacher during th� year and work is con

. tinuing toward the completion of the course of study. A number of 

s chools shifted to the ninety-minute period for their agriculture 

classes . This provides an opportunity for the boys to have four 

years of vocational  agriculture rather than two or three as was pro

vided under the old plan. 

ork was begun in three new departments in the fall of 

1932 bringing the total number of departments up to a �ew high of 

thirty-t o. In line with the general e o omic conditions , some 

changes in standards ere approved. Shop work was made optional 

and equipme t requirements ere reduced. Another financial set be.ck 

f or vocation�l education occurred when the legis lature appropriated 

only enou h money for this program to provide for state supervision of 

the work. Considerable emphasis was p laced on the quality of the 

supervised practice program. At the dist · ct conferences this problem 

was discussed and the supervisor demonstrated with the class the de

velopment of some phases of project work. 

Al though the downward trend of gener.al agrioul tural condition s 

continued , there were more school with agriculture departments during 

the year 1933-1934 than at any time pre us and there was a lso  an 

increase in enrollment in these departments . There were no departments 

discontinued this year. • Beard, S Supervisor, in his annual 

report gives us one of the chief reasons why vocational agr iculture 
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has not fol lo ed the general agri cultural trend as fol lo s :  

"There is an increased recognition of the fact that the 

future of the s tate res t s  upon the future of its farm people and 

therefore t he s chool s should contri bute to the training of the se 

people. "  

Ten departments carried on eve�ing schools and five held 

part-time cla sses , serving a total  of 522 out-of- s chool  youth and 

adult farm rs . 

Al though no new departments ere d.o.ed during the school 

year of 1934- 1935 , c ertain encouraging signs were noted. There was a 

decided increase in enrollment reaching a total of 1257 boys and a 

decided increase in the interest and development in the F .F .A. cul

minated in the ele ction of  a Sou�h Dakota boy , Andrew Sundstrom, as 

National President of the F.F.A . There wa s  a definite upward trend in 

the salaries of ins tructors this year indicating a rea li zation on the 

part of the s chool boards . and communit ies of the value of the work 

bein offered in the s e  departments . There was a cons iderable turn

over among the ins tructors this year due largely to more attractive 

sal ries offered in various federal positions . 

Inquiries  were received from many s ·hool s  requesting informa

t ion rega din the procedure t o  follow in the e stablishment of vocational 

agriculture departments . That these a choo ,':l ere actually  interested 
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in t kin part in the program was evidenced by the progress made �uring 

the following two years. 

Fifteen school s added vocational agriculture departments in 

the fal l  of 1935 . This ma.de a total of forty-nine schools maintaining 

approved departments with an enrollment of 1721 boys. In addition to 

those s chool s pproved , a considerable number had applied for approval 

which could not be granted due to the lack of . qualified instructors. 

Improved weather conditions during the ummer of 1935 resulted in a 

much improved supervised practic.e program wi m 2a. large share of the 

· boys showing a profit in their productive enterprises and a corres

ponding increa.'se in optimism regarding their future success. A course 

of study for vocational agriculture was completed, although it was not 

printed until the fall  of  1936 . 

This course of study included suggested courses for ea.ch of 

the four years of vocational agriculture, time allotment and sequence 

for both general farming areas and ranch areas, a course outline with 

suggested activities, and also a unit on building a s.upervised farming 

program which included bud et planning, record keeping and the develop

ment of a long time program • .  This course· of study is used as a guide 

by all  instructors when making out a course to be followed in their  

local department. This course of study was developed through the com-

bined efforts of agriculture instructors , t 

ment and Mr. w. P. Beard, State Superviso r. 

acher Training Depart-
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Al hough there was an almost total small· grain crop failure 

r of 1936 , and a very small corn crop due to the extreme 

drouth, tw lve chools dded vocational agriculture departments in the 

fall or 1936 . This c ncrete evidence of the hi h regard that both 

chool men and farm people  have for the vocati onal agricul ture pro ram 

s never mor clearly s hown than by thi tremendous pans ion in the 

fac e  of discoura in a ricultural conditions. 

S ixteen agriculture instructors conducted ither part-t ime 

o evening chool classes this yea� £or over 200 �ut-of-s chool youth 

and dult farmers. 

In the sunnner of 1936 Mr. Beard, the State Supervisor, to ok 

over the gricultur te cher trainin0 duties in the Education Depart

ment at South Dakota State Colle�e  • .He served in the dual role of teacher 

trainer and state supervisor until January 1, 1937 when Mr. H .  E. Urton, 

of Canton, was appointed State Supervisor and at the same time • Beard 

accepted an appointm nt in the Depa tment of Agriculture in Washington, 

D . C .  Mr. R. R. Bentley of Map leton, Iowa ,wa selected to carry on the 

agriculture teacher training wo k. 

The State course of study in yocational agri culture 

publi hed and di tributed in th fall  of 1936 and �wa immedi tely 

put into use by the in tru tors . 
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The state was divided into districts and the instructors in 

these districts held several meetings durin the year . The time at the 

fal l  meetings was devoted to F.F • .A.. leadership training and at the 

other meetings general problems were dis cus sed � 

Three new departments were established in the fall of 1937 

making a total of sixty-three active departm nt� serving forty counties 

in the state . The early summer drought of 1937 and ·the invasion by 

gras shopper in s ome sections resulted in a dis couraging productive 

p roject situation in most s ections of the stat . ; Many of these projects  
-r 

resulted in compl ete failure s . There wa s  an increased enrollment in 

the vocational agriculture departments due to the three new departments 

added although very few of the established departments showed any d e

crease despite the dis couragin outlook. Thirteen instructors con

ducted evening s chools  for adult farmers and three part-time clas s e s  

were carried on . The long period of adverse eather conditions have 

�� it very difficult to expand this phase of the vocational agricul

ture program as much as i s  desirable but continued stres s is  being 

placed upon the importance of the development of this field of activity. 

Considerable emphasis wa placed on the imp·rovement of the supervi sed 

practice program , throu h better planning and mor� complete records , 

and a s teady improvement is  noted in this phase of the work . 

The same number of s chools were oper , 1p.g departments  in 

1938-1939 as the previous year but there was an increase of a lmost 



· 200 in the enrollment indicating that the intere s� in this work is 

growing .• As a further indication of the increasing realization of 

the importance of the work , the average salary of the instructors was 

approximately $100 higher than the previous year. In contra·st to 

previou years when a large number of men ere changing to other 

pos itions, only three men moved to new positions during the year 

which is a great step toward the stabili zation of the program. 

District eliminations in the F .F.A. public speaking eon

test were held for the first time this year , t e �'\Vinner in each 

d istrict being eligible to compete in the state contest held at 

Brookings . Five· new departments were added in the fall of 1939 

bringing the number of s chools with vocational agriculture departments 

to sixty-eight and a new high enrollment of 2443 was reached. 
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SECTION IV . 

TABLES AND GRAPHS SHOWING DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 

As shown by Tables I and II and Graphs 1 and 2 on pages 

23 - 32 , with one or two years ' exception , there has been a steady 

growth in the number of departments and the enrollments in the voca

t ional griculture classes since the establishment of the work in 

1919. This is especially s ignificant when it i s  remembered that South 

Dakota ha experienced a number of years of sever� drouth and crop 

failures resulting in a ser ous agricultural s ituat ion. It will also 

be noted th t with two exceptions the growth has been gradual which 

indicates that the growth has been a re sult of the recognit ion of t he 

value of the program. · Judging from the inquiries t hat have been re

ceived from s chools interested in establ ishing this work, there is 

every reason to believe t hat this expans ion will cont inue for a 

number of years and that an increasingly large number of farm boys 

will be able to avail t hemselves of this opportunity t o  become 

better fitted to enter the bu iness of farming. 
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SCHOOL 1918 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 
1919 20 21 22 . 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

Canton . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Carthage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X 

Castlewood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X x ·  

Centerville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X 

Chester . . . . . . . . . . . X X X ·  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ---) · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X 

Clear Lake 0 X X X X X X X X X X ( 5 ) 

Cresbard . . . . . . . X X X ( 10 ) 

Dallas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X 

Dell Rapids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . X X X X 

Desmet· L· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . X X 
? ,:, . • 4'(�. . �- , : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �·""="· · 
&/:.., 

� t, . 
1, ·w � .. r "' 

Dupree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X x X X 

Egan • . . . . . . . . . x " X X X X X X X X X X X 'X X X X X X ·  

Emery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . X X 

Farmer . . • . . . . .. . · X · X ( 10 )  

Flandreau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •· . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X 

Frederick • . . . . . . .  . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X - x X X 

Garretson . . . . . ·/ · " . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

eddes 
" . ' . x. X . . . ' . . . . . X X X X X X X X 
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Gettysburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X x 

Gregory . . . . . . . . . . � X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Groton . . . . . X X X X X X X 

Hartford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Hecla . . ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X X· 

Highmore . . . . . X X X X ( 10 )  

Hill  City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . X X X X X 

Hitchcock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . el •· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X · x  X X X 

Hudson . . . . . . . . . . . . ,i . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X 

Humboldt � ,� 
• . • • . . . . . . • . . . . X X X X ( 5 )  

if ' li. -..... i'1J 'j",·� 

Hurley /\ . • i\;..e . :.• ( . . X X X ( 10 ) "' .r- -
Huron -· X X X 

Java ' • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X 

Irene . . . . . . . X 

Lake Andes • . . . . . . • . .x . x  

Lake Preston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •· . . . . . . • . . X X X 

Lane . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . X X X X X 

/ 
Lemmon . . . . .. . . . . . . . • i • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . - - . . • . . . . X X X X X 

Lennox . . .. . . . . . x  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
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Leola. • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . X X X X X X X X X 

Letcher . . . . . X X X X Xi X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Mc Intosh . . . . . . . . . . . X X ( 3 ) 

�cLaughlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X 

Madison 0 X . x  X X X X X ( 11 )  

Madison-Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X 

Madison-Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X ( 5 )  

- Madison-Orland . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X x; X X X X X X X X X X 

Menno . . . • · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .X X X 

Mi lbank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . X X X . . . . . 
I 

Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X 

Mis sion . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X 

Monroe :&_. \I . . . �. • t. • '! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rt'IJ . <Bi,} . . . . . . . X X X X X X . '. .. - . . 
'·' .. 

A,. "' ,, . 
Mt . Vernon n 

X . . . 
Murdo . • • . . . • .. . • ! . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • X X 

Newell  . . . . . . . ' . .x . X ( 10 )  X X X X 

Northville . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • • . • .. . . • • • • . • . • . • . 4! • . . X 

Onida X x X X . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Parkston . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X 
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( 1 )  

( 2 ) 

( 3 )  

(4) 

( 5 )  

( 6 ) 

( 7) 

Approved October 7 , 1918 
Approved effective February 1 ,  191q 
Approved effective March ;l , 1919 
Approved · effective April 1 ,  1919 1 
Approved September , 19'19 
Agriculture Department established 

KEY FOR TABLE I 

Report for year 1924-1925 states, "This department will  be discontinued for several .reasons 
mainly , lack of room in the new building. ' 

Dropped July 1 ,  1921 

Federal des criptive report for 1924-1925 states that department will be discontinued 
as there are not sufficient boys in the community to meet the minimum. enrollment. 

Dropped September 1 ,  1926 , due to lack of adequate room. 

28 departments received reimbursement for year ending June 30 ,  1929 although there wer 
only 25 departments during the school year. Humb6ldt , Franklin , and C lear Lake retained 
instructor after June 30 , 1928 to supervise projects but drqpped departments  before 
September 1 ,  1928. 

Bonesteel dropped August 1 ,  1929 

Salem and Spencer not given in statistical report but li sted in financ ial report and 
dn.'.Wectolj' * "' � � . . � 

,,-.. �.. ,, 1 .  .,., ,, . 

( 8 )  Des criptive report for 1924 states 8 new departments. This would make the number for 
1922-1923 - 24 

( 9 )  Report for year ending June 30 ,  1932 states ,  "Geddes had a vocational agriculture course 
for one year about ten years ago . 

( 10 )  Cresbard , Farmer , Highmore , Hurley , Newell , discontinued in summer of 1924 

( 11 )  State Report for 1925-26 states , Madison and Timber Lake were dropped due to lack or · 
adequate room. Ravinia feels that the small attendance does not warrant keeping th 
department due to the high per capita co!t. 



TABLE I I .  NUMBER ANb ENROLLMENT 
OF 

. . 30 . 

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

1918-1940 

Year Number of Schools Enrollment 

1918-1919 9 * 
1919-1920 11  185 
1920-1921 18 ,! 367 ·-l" 

1921-1922 22 462 
1922-1923 27 458 
1923-1924 32 468 
1924-1925 26 484 
1925-1926 27- 511 
1926-1927 28 476 
1927-1928 29 547 
1928-1929 25 535 
1929-1930 '2:7 613 
1930-1931 30 812 
1931-1932 29 815 
1932-1933 32 962 
1933-1934 34 995 

• . 1934-1935 34 1257 
1935-1936 49 1721 
1936-1937 60 2025 
1937-1938 63 2081 
1938-1939 63 2285 
1939-1940 68 2456 

� 

* No figures available 

- �  
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SECTION V. 

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

A brief history of the South Dakota Association of Future 

Farmers of America is included with this History of Vocational: Agri- . 

cultural Education as I feel that this organization is a vital part 

of the vocational agriculture program. Previous to 1929 some . effort 

had been made to perfect a.n organ i zat ion for the boys enrolled in voca

tional  agriculture classes. and many of the departments had local  

organi zations. No  official name had been adopted rt:>r these organi zations 

but there seemed to be considerable  interest .in them which was given 

added impetus . . by the formation of th� National organi zation of the 

Future Farmers of America at Kansas City in the fall of 1928. 

At the time of · the vocational agriculture judging contests 

held in Brookings in May , 1929 , State Supervisor W. P. Beard called 

a meeting of the instructors to discuss the possibilities of organizing 

a South Dakota Association and a temporary constitution was drawn up. 

After considerable discussion , it was decided by the instructors that 

such action would be desirable and at a joint meet ng of the boys and 

instructors it was decided to proceed with the organi zation of the 

South Dakota Association of !1,uture Farmers of Ameri ca and state officers 

were elected. 

Thirteen s chools had · representatives a t  this meeting. A c om

mittee was appointed to make necessary constitutional revisions and 



1 ,  

34. 

report at the time of  the agri culture instructors ' co�ference in 

August . At thi s  time the cons titution was approved a.nd an appl ication 

was made to the national organization for . a state charter. Thi s charter 

was granted in October 1929 and appl ications for local charters were 

immed iate ly rece ived £or cons ideration. Fifteen charter s had been 

i s sued at the time of the first annual m eting of the South Dakota 

Chapter of Future Farmers of Amer i oa with 354 paid up members .  

The increas ing interest in the Future Farmers of Amerio is 

evidenced by the ever ' dening scope of activities ·rticipa.ted in by 

its member s. Many chapters are engaging in coop era.ti ve activ ities such 

as the growing of  low prussic acid cane ,  hybrid corn , ne varietie of 

grains, certified s ed , which provides f'or an opportunity for the boys 

to obtain pract ical experience in the p r?duction and s le of new and 

improved crops and in addition distinct service to the conununity is 

performed by the introduction of new and improved crop s and practice s . 

During the 10-year period s inc e the establishment of the F.F .A. 

one hundred forty boys have been raised to the State Farmer Degree , the 

h ' ghest award which can be given by the State As s ociation. Nine boys 

have rece ived the American Fa.rme award and on · of these nine , Andrew 

Sundstrom, was e lected national pre s ident of the Futdre Farmers of 

· Americ • 

The organi z  tion ha gro�m steadily and � -· dly. The annual 



35 . 

r·eport , dated August 1, 1939, disclosed the fact that there- were fifty

nine active chapters with 1954 paid up members with indications of a 

continued increase in both number of chapters and membership this year. 
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TABLE I I I . · NUMBER OF CHAPTERS AND .MEMBERSHIP OF SOUTH DAKOTA ASSOC IATION 
OF 

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

1929-1940 

Year. Number of Chapters Membership 

1929-1930 15 � 354 � 

1930-1931 20 405 

1931- 1932 23 538 

1932-1933 25 406 

1933-1934 30 463 

1934- 1935 31 766 

1935-1936 39 1216 

1936-1937 50 14.11 

1937-1938 51 1630 

1938- 939 59 1954 

1939-1940 56 2182 

.,; 
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'Y TO GRAPH 5 

1. Agar 
2. Ale ter  
3. Armour 
4. Barnard 
5. Beresford 
6. Bowdle 
7 . Bridgewater 
8. Brookings 
9. Brookings - School of Agriculture 

10. Bryant 
11. Burke 
12. · Canton 
13 . Centerville 
14. Chester 
15. Clark 
16. Dallas 
17 . Dell Rapids 
18. Desmet 
19. Dupree 
20 .  Egan 
21. Emery 
22. Fland eau 
23. Frederick 
24. Garretson 
25 . Gedde 
26. Getty burg 
'Z7 .  Gregory 
28. Groton 
29. Hartford 
30 . Hill City 

35. Lemmon 
36. Lennox 
37 . Leol 
38. L tcher 
39. McLaughlin 
40. Madison-Eastern 
4l. Madison-0 land 
42. enno 
43. Milbank 
1J4. Miller 
45. Monroe 
46. Newell 
47. Onida 
48 . Parkston 
49. Platte  
50 . Redfield 
51. Roslyn 
52 . St. Lawrence 
53. Rutland 
54. Salem 
55 . Scotland 
56. Sisseton 
57 . Valley Springs 
58 . Veblen 
59. Volga 
60. Wagner 
61 ·. ak:onda 
62. akpala 
63. averly 
64. eb ter 

39. 

31 . Hitchcock 65. re ington Spring 
32. Hudson 
33. J va 
34. Lake Preston 

66. es s ington 
67. 'White Riv 
68. olsey 

1 _ .  ·., Count ies in ich voe tion l agrieul tu e department h ve b n 
established previously but which now: have none . 

Count i s in which vocational agriculture department s  hav no� been 
established. 

c::::) Counties in which vocational agriculture departments are no 
e t blished. 
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