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1.
SECTION I.

INTRODUCTION

The Vocational Agriculture Progrem in South Dakcta has been
in operation for twenty-one years. There have been many interesting
developments during this pericd of years and the writer has attempted
to trace the development of the program through this period.

All data and factual material have been taken from the minutes
of the meetings of the State Board for Vocational Education, the Annual
Reports of the State Supervisor to the State Board and the Descriptive

and Statistical Reports made to the Federal Board for Vocational

M

Education.
No attempt has been made to trace in detail the development.

of the agriculture teacher training as the writer felt that this was

a topic suitable for a special study. Also the Future Farmers of

America was only touched upon briefly as it is hoped that in the near

future someone will make a special study of the history and development

of this organization.



SECTICON II.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROGRAM OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL

EDUCATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA

The program of Vocational Education in the United States has
developed in conformity with the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act,
6Lth Congress, approved February 23, 1917, as a cooperative enterprise
between the States and the Federal Govermment.l

The 15th Session of the South Dakota Legislature, in session
January 2, 1917 to March 2, 1917, passed the following act accepting
the congressional act relative to Vocat:i’f)nal Education:

"That the State of South Dakota does hereby accept the benefits
of an act passed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled entitled 'An Act to provide for
the promotion of Vocational Bducation; to provide for cooperation with
the States in the promotion of such education in Agriculture and the
trades and industries; to provide for cooperation with the st;tes in
the preparation of teachers of vocational subjects; and to appropriate
money to regulate its expenditure,' and will observe and comply with

n2

all the requirements of said Act. and a8 a pert of the ecceptance

®

1U. S. Office of Education. Vocational Education Bulletin
No. 1, Statement of Folicies for the Administration of Vocational Educa-
tion. Revised February - 1937

2Session Laws of South Dakoss 1916-1917



act created a State Boalrd of Education to administer the provieions of
the Act in South Dakota and made provisions for the handlinp of the
money paid to the mtete from the Federal mppropriation for the pro-
motion of Vocational Education.

The first State Board of Education in South Dakota (1917-
1918)3 consisted of the following members:

C. H. Lugg, Stete Superintendent

Robert L. Slagle, President, South Dekote University

Elwood C. Perisho, President, -FI-'.f.'-uuth Dakota Stete College

J. W. Herton, President, Madison State Normal

Willis E. Johnson, President, Northern Normal

Mrs. Grace Resd Porter, Principal of Ft. Pierr® High School

Nellims G. Warren, County Superintendent, Lawrence County

This newly created board held its first meeting in the office
of the State Superintendent on December 1, 1917. This meeting wms
extended over a two-day period for the purpose of adopting pleans for
the administration of the.program of Vocational Education in South
Dakota. Mr. L. H. Garris, representing t.he Federal Board, wes present
at all meetings of the board and presented & preliminary plan for the
consideration of ths Board. Mr, J. C. Wright and Mr. W. I, Cremer of

the Federal Borrd were present at the second day of the mmeting and

SMinutes of Proceedings of State Board for Vocmtional Education
December 1, 1917.



13
took part in the discussions. The plans were completed and adopted by
the Board on December 3, 1917 and on December L were sent to C. A.
Prosser, Director, Federal Board for Vocational Education, for con-
sideration by the Federal Boamrd. On December 18, 1917, the State
Superintendent was notified that the Federal Board had approved the
plans as drawn, thus the first formal step wes taken in the establish-
ment of the program for Vocational Education in South Dakota. This
action assured the Board that they would have the full cooperation
of the Federal Board in putting the program into operation.

At the regular State Board megting on January 29, 1918 there
was considerable discussion concerning courses of study to be followed
in schools participating in the program, how schools were to be selected,
and how teacher training funds were to be distributed. It was decided
that all teacher training work in preparing teachers of Vocational Agri-
culture should be done at South Dakota State College, Brookings.
Prof. E. D. Stivers of Brookings was appointed as Director of Agri-
cultural Education and was instructed to formulate a course of stud&
for Vocational Agriculture to be presented to the Board. He was also
authorized to investigate schools desiring approval for Smith-Hughes

=

aid and make his recostendations to the Board.



SECTION III. . -

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROGRAM FROM 1919 TC 1940

Apparently no schools made application for approvaml during
the mchool yemr 1917-1918, am the records show that the first depart-
ment approved was at the Ravinia Congolidated School on October 7, 1918.

At the regular State Board of Education meeting held on
January 28, 1919, Professor C. H. Brady of South Dakota State College,
who had succeeded Mr., Stivers as State Supervisor of Agricultural
Educetion, was ask®d to make a complete! ieport of all schools that had
applied fer Smith-Hughes aid in Agriculture. After considering Mr.
Brady's report and recomrendations, the Boerd approved applications
including that of Ravinia, from the following schools: Viborg, Wessington
Springs, Brookings, Huron, and Watertown effective February 1, 1919;
Clear Lake and Madison effective March 1, 1919; and Belle Fourche effective
April 1, 1919. According to the records on file in the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, these schools were the first ;:o
establish departments of Vocational Agriculture. TWoonmocket, Mt. Vernon,
and Salem were approved beginning Septem_ber 1916.

The appointment of Fred E. Smith as State Supervisor of
Agricultural Educ®tion was approved by the State Board at a meeting
held Jsnuary 15, 1920, Mr. Smith performed the combined duties of
High School Supervisor and Supervisor of Agricultural Education.
Mr. Smith served in this dual capacity until the appointment of Professor

. R. Wiseman of South Dakota State College as Zupervisor of Ageisultural



Education in the fall of 1920. Mr. Wiseman was to devote one fourth
of his time to the supervision of vocational agriculture and three-
fourths of his time was to be spent as instructor in the Education
Department of South Dakota State College.

El#ven schools received reimbursement for salaries paid
instructors of vocational agriculture for the year 1919-1920. There
wore 185 boys enrclled in vocational agriculture classes this year, which
was the first full school year in which the plen had been in operation.

The growing interest in'this igype of work wes reflected in
the rapid expansion shown in the scope of the program during its second
year of operation. There were eighteen approved dspartments of voca-
tional agriculture with an enrollment of 367 boys. This was a 61%
increase in departments and a 100% increase in enrollment. In his
report to the Federl Board, Mr. Wiseman, Stmte Supervisor of Agri-
cultural Education mekes these comments, "The situation for Vocational
Agriculture looks brighter all the time.... Practically all of the
schools now meintaining such courses will continue and several others
have applied for the work next year .... We look forward to a fine
year next year."

The appointment of Mr. M. A, SMérp as State Supervisor of
Agricultural Education was announced August 1, 1921. This was a great
step forward, as it wss the first time-#fiit e supervisor had been able

to devote his full time to the program of Agricultural Education. On



the same date, Professgor Wiseman began giving his full time tec teacher
training work at South Dakota State College. This insured a supply
of South Dakota trained instructors for the vocztional agriculture
departments within the state.

Despite adverse crop conditions and low prices for farm
products in 1921, six new departments were added and only two schools
discontinued the work. As a result there were twenty-two departments
in the state with L62 boys enrolled in the classes. During the year
four schools also conducted part-time c!iszes for out-of-school youths
and adult farmers.

Evidently there was considerable interest in vocational
agriculture among the schools thism yesr as Mr. Sharp reports, "No
effort has been made to get new schools on the list for next year as
there are several schools wanting the work as soon as funds are
available."t

Five new schools were added for the year 1922-23% bringing
the total number of vocational agriculture departments to twenty-seven.
Considerable emphasis was placed upon shop work during the period. A
special two-weeks summer cours®# in shop for agriculture instructors was
conducted by Mr. Sharp at State Collmge Eﬁ an effort to improve the

quality of shop instruction in the schools.

-

¥

bAnnual Report of Statm Supervisor of Agricultural Education
June 30, 1922.



The following statements taken from the State Supe#rvisor's
report for the year give briefly the status of agricultural education
in the state at this time:

"The MAgricultural Education situation within the state has
improved somewhat during the past year. The superintendents and school
borrds are becoming more familiar with the requirements of the Smith-
Hughes laws and the state plans. The patrons of the schools are be-
ginning to appreciate what the work is doing for the boys and the
teachers as a whole are doing better womi= On the other hand the
state legislature reduced the general fund for the entire education
department and for th#® next two years there will be practically no
state funds to match fedaral funds &s has been done in the past."

There were thirty-two approved vocational agriculture depart-
ments in 1923-192l;, More schools were desirous of establishing the
work but this was not possible due to the curtailment of the appro-
_priation made by the legislature for the Education Department bringi.ng
about a reduction in funds available for vocational work. The State
Supervisor in his annual report to ths State Boerd of Education mentions
several points in which improvement has been mede during the past year.
He points out that a great improvement in “classroom methods, a hipher
grade of home projsmctm, and improvement of quality of equipment has

been made. A new method of doing _part--lfl[_e work was tried out this

year. Under this plen the work for the regular class is divided into



definite complete units and the out-of-school boys come in to a regular
class for as many of these units as they have time to take. Five schools
tried out this plan of part-time work and report it was very successful.

In his report for the year 192,,-1925 Mr. Sharp calls this
the best year vocationel agriculture has ever had in South Dakota.
Much improvement over previous yeers was shown in projects. Plans for
a long time project program were developed this year. The boys were
encouraged to have more than one project in operation and to enlarge
the scope of their project program each ru:'n.r they were in the work.
He states, "We are really attempting to prepare these boys for farming."

" Twelve schools offered classes to out-of-school youth and
adult farmers this year. Three teachers conducted evening schools and
nine conducted part-time classes. The plan of the previous year for
part-time classes was followed and proved to be very successful. Many
of the agriculture departments took an active part in the bovine tuber-
culosis campaign that was in progress. The previous year the agri- |
culture teachers had &s one of their goals the eradication of tuber=-
culosis in cattle in their district by 1926. Considerable progress
has been reported this year.

The report for 1924-25 shows that there were fewer de-
partments this year than last year but the supervisor states this

was due to the discontinuence of severdl sesk departments.”

——

5Federa1 Board for Vocational Education for 1925 - Descriptive
Beport by State Supervisor of Agricultural Education.
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Mr. P. W. Danielson was appointed State Supervisor of Voca-
‘tional Agricultural Education on July 1, 1925. Twenty-seven depart-
ments were in operation this year and although unfavorable weather
conditions prevailed, a very successful year in vocational agriculture
whs indicated. More emphasis was placed on community activities of
the instructor than ever before.

The State Fair Board offered prizes for vocational agricul-
ture exhibits in crops and shop work and also free admission ribbons
to the Fair for the instructors and the bgys. There was much favorable
comment regarding the entries of the vocational agriculture departments
in their division. Twenty part-time and evening schools for out-of-school
groups were conducted during the year.

Despite a continued lack of rainfall during 1926, resulting
in poor crops and a low farm income, considerable progress was made
in the vocational education program. There was a nine per cent in-.
crease in enrollment although only one new department was added this
year, making a total of twenty-eight departments with an enrollment of
Li76. Severml other schools made inquiries concerning departments but
were not approved because of the lack of sufficient funds for reimburse-
ment. The Vocational Agriculture deparé;ehts had much larger and
better exhibits at the Stute Fair which encouraged the State Fair
Board to make arrangements to include ;:;éral more entries the follow-

ing year. Twenty-eight local schools and community fairs were promoted
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by the agriculture instructors through the cooperation of bankers,
merchants, and farm organizations. There were nine part-time and twenty-
one evening schools held during the year. There was no special re=-
imbursement for this work. Arrangements were made to send the winning
teams in livestock and dairy cattle judging at the State Contests
to the National Vocational Agriculture Judging Contests held in Kansas
City at the time of the American Royal Livestock Show. Two state-wide
conferences for vocational agriculture instructors were held this year.
Twenty-nine high schools offefed courses in vocational agri-
culture during the year 1927-1928 and a continued increase in enroll-
ment was shown. The departments had an exhibit at the State Fair and
a large number of instructors brought their classes to the Fair for
at least one day. Many schools also promoted school and communii:y
fairs during the year. Twenty-six of the twenty-nine departments
entered the state judging contests conducted by South Dakota State
College. South Dakota was also represented at ‘the National Livestocic
and Judging Contests for Vocational Agriculture students held at
Kensas City and Memphis. Plans were made at the time of the state
judging contests for a state organization of vocational agriculture
students. It was reported that all of the departments had local
organizations and plans were made to perfect a state organization
by the end of the next year. Consider#ble emphasis was placed on

the program of supplementary supervised practices to be carried on
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by the boys in addition to their regular productive projects. Two
.state-wide conferences and one district conference was held during

the year. Part-time and evening school classes were conducted at
eleven departments with a total of 371 in attendance. The reports
indicated a very successful year. Crop conditions were somewhat
better resulting in improvement of productive pro jects carried on by
the boys; contests were participated in by more of the schools; the
part-time and evening school program was fairly successful; and plans
for a state organization of students off viucatiOnal agriculture depart-
ments were made, all of which causes the writer to believe that a very
successful program was carried out during the year.

Mr. P. W. Danielson rerigned the position as State Supervisor
of Agricultural Education on September 1, 1928 to take up supervisory
work in agricultural education in the Indian Service. He had served
as state supervisor for “the past three years. C. R. Wiseman, who was
in charge of agricultural teacher training in South Dakota State :
College, was appointed to serve as both state supervisor and teacher
trainer 'until January l. On January 1,_ 1929, Mr. W. P. Beard,
Agriculture Instructor at Brookings High School, was appointed State
Supervisor of Agricultural Education and tmmediately assumed his new
duties. There were only twenty-five schools approved for federal
aid this year with an enrollment of SE‘,J koys. Of these twenty-five

departments, eighteen were full time departments and seven were half-time
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departments. More interest in the program was indicated by an increased
appropriation by the legislature. One of the most important develop-
ments of the year was the organization of the South Dakota Association
of the Future Farmers of America. The development of this organization
will be given in another section of this history.

Twenty=-four of the twenty-five schools had teams entered
in the annual judging contests at South Dakota State College. Two
state-wide conferences for instructors and five district conferences
were held. The proper method of teaching was demonstrated and discussed;
at these meetings. A longtime program for vocational agriculture in
South Dakota was worked out by the State Supervisor and presented to
the instructors at the annual conference.

Twenty-seven departments were approved in 1929-30 for
aid with an enrollment of 613 boys. Indicative of the increasing
interest and recognition of the value of the work, no schools are
dropping it this year. The first F.F.A. public speaking contest
was held in connection with the State Vocational Judging Contests
at Brookings. A .charter was granted to the State Association by the
National Association in October of 1929.s Flans were made this year
for working out a course of study for v?cational agriculture. A
comnittee from three farm organizations, ﬁhe Farm Bureau, the
Farmers' Union, and the Grange, worked fith the State Supervisor in

laying plans for the development of this cburse of study. Previous

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY
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to this time a vocational agriculture newsletter had been issued

by the Teacher Training Department of South Dakota State College since
the inception of vocational agricultural education in 1918. Beginning
in September, 1929, a mimeographed monthly newsletter was sent to

the teachers, superintendents, and others interested in Vocational
Agriculture from the State Supervisor's Office. Special efforts were
made to improve the records kept by the boys on their projects by
encouraging greater accuracy and more complete records. Efforts

were also made to increase the scope of the supplementary supervised
practices, carried on by the boys in a&;ition to their productive
projects.

The year 1930-1931 was a difficult year for vocational
agricultural education in South Dakota. The crop and economic condi-
tions in the state were worse than at any time since vocational educa-
tion had started. These conditions caused many boards to begin think-
ing seriously of a retrenchment program in the operation of their local
schools. To add to the uncertainty, the 1931 legislature eliminated
the state appropriation provided for state aid to schools with
vocational departments. Despite these unfortunate conditions, there
were thirty vocational agriculture departments this year, an increase

of three departments over the previous year and an enrollment of 812

boys in agriculture classes compared tq_613 enrolled in 1929-193%0.
il .
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This increase in enrollment was due to increases in eighteen of the
old departments and the addition of three new departments'. There
were nineteen departments operating on a full time basis and the
remaining eleven departments were on .a half-time basiz. Seventeen
departments had exhibits at the State Fair filling all but five of
the forty-five lots listed. There was a marked decrease in the number
of departments offering part-time classes and in the enrollment in these
classes but an increase was noted in the evening schools. There was
a reported enrollmeat of 567 in the evening school classes conducted
by twelve instructors. Tork was continued on the course of study for
vocational agriculture and permanent record cards were furnished the
departments to keep records of students after they had left school.
-Despite adverse agricultural conditions in the summer of 1931
which resulted in poor crops and a lowered farm income, only three
departments were discontinued and to offset this loss, two new depart-
ments were established leaving a total of twentj-nine departments
for the year 1931-1932 as compared to the previous year's total of
thirty departments, There was a slight increase in enrollment swven
though there was one less department. As evidenc# of the continued
interest of adult E‘arfners in the vocational agriculture program,
sixteen evening mchools were held with a reported attendince of 659

farmers. Five mi;naugraphed units of the agriculture course of study
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were distributed to the teachers during the year and work is con-
.tinuing toward the completion of the course of study. A number of
schools shifted to the ninety-minute period for their agriculture
classes. This provides an opportunity for the boys to have four
years of vocational agriculture rather than two or three as was pro-
vided under the old plan.

Work was begun in three new departments in the fall of
1932 bringing the total number of departments up to a new high of
thirty-two. In line with the general egomnomic conditions, some
changes in standards were approved. Shop;wnrk was made optional
and equipment requirements were reduced. Another financial set back
for vocational education occurred when the legislature appropriated
only enough money for this program to provide for state supervision of
the work. Considerable emphasis was placed on the quality of the
supervised practice program. At the district conferences this problem
was discussed and the supervisor demonstrated with the class the de-
velopment of some phases of project work.

Although the downward trend of general agricultural conditions
continued, there were more school# with agriculture departments during
the year 1933-193L than at any time pre¥#isus and there was also an
increase in enrollment in these departments. There were no departments
discontinued this year. Mr. Beard, Sefte Supervisor, in his annual

report gives us one of the chief reasons why vocational agriculture
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Ten departments carried on evening schools and five held
"a-rt-time classes, serving a total of 522 out-of-school youth and
adult farmers.

' Although no new departments were id;aed during the school
'.Far of 193,,=19%5, certain encouraging signs were noted. There was a
increase in enrollment reaching a total of 1257 boys and a
increase in the interest and development in the F.F.A. cul-

in the election of a South Dakota boy, Andrew Sundstrom, as

i ]
. National President of the F.F.A. There was a definite upward trend in

# " "
Inquiries were received from many sthools requesting informa-
_tion regarding the procedure to follow in the establishment of vocational

E a =
agriculture departments. That these schooi# Were actually interested

B
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in teking part in the program was evidenced by the progress made during

~the following two years.

Fifteen schools added vocational agriculture departments in
I the fall of 1935. This made a total of forty-nine schools maintaining
. approved departments with an enrollment of 1721 boys. In addition to

”.those schools fspproved, a considerable number had applied for approval

- which could not be granted due to the lack‘of.qualified instructors.
Improved weather conditions during the mummer of 1935 resulted in a
much improved supervised practice program wiihfa large share of the
- boys showing a profit in their productive enterprises and a corres-
1 ponding increase in optimism regarding their future success. A course
of study for vocational agriculture was completed, although it was not
printed until the fall of 1936.

This course of study included suggested courses for each of

the four years of vocational agriculture, time allotment and sequence
lrfor both general farming areas and ranch areas, a course outline with
suggested activities, and also a unit on building a supervised farming
program which included budget planning, recor? keeping and the develop=-
ment of a long time program.. This course of study is used as a guide
by all instructors when making out a course £o be followed in their
local department. This course of study was developed through the com-
¢Hn Teacher Training Depart-

- bined efforts of agriculture instructors,

ment and Mr. W. P. Beard, State Supervisore.
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AlThough there was an almost total small grain crop failure
in the summer of 1936, and a very small corn crop due to the extreme
drouth, twrlve ®chools mdded vocational agriculture departments in the
fall of 19%6. This concrete evidence of the high regard that both
gchool men and farm people have for the vocational agricul ture program
¥as never mor® clearly shown than by this tremendous m®pansion in the
face of discouraging agricultural conditions.

Sixteen agriculture instructors conducted mither part-time
or evening mchool classes this year for over 200 put-of-school youth
and mdult farmerse.

In the summer of 1936 Mr. Beard, the State Supervisor, took
over the mgriculturs teacher training duties in the Education Depart-
ment at South Dakota State Collece. He served in the dual role of teacher
trainer and state supervisor until January 1, 1937 when Mr. H. E. Urton,
of Canton, was appointed State Supervisor and at the same time Mr. Beard
accepted an appointment in the Department of Agriculture in Washington,
10 B () Mr. R. R. Bentley of Mapleton, Iowa,wa® selected to carry on the

agriculture teacher training wofk.

The State course of study in vocational agriculture ¥m=s

publighed and distributed in the fall of 1936 and wa® immedi®tely

put into use by the instruastors.
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The state was divided into districts and the instructors in
these districts held several meetings during the year. The time at the
fall meetings was devoted to F.F.A. leadership training and at the
other meetings general problems were discussed.

Three new departments were established in the fall of 1937
making a total of sixty-three active departments serving forty counties
in the state. The early summer drought of 1937 and the invasion by
grasshoppere in some sections resulted in a discouraging productive
project situation in most sections of the statﬂf.:i Many of these projects
resulted in complete failures. There was an increased enrollment in
the vocational agriculture departments due to the three new departments
added although very few of the established departments showed any de-
crease despite the discouraging outlook. Thirteen instructors con-
ducted evening schools for adult farmers and three part-time classes
were carried on. The long period of adverse weather conditions have
mede it very difficult to expand this phase of the vocational agricul-
ture program as much as is desirable but continued stress is being
placed upon the importance of the development of this field of activity.
Considerable emphasis was placed on the improvement of the supervised
practice program, through better planning and m;f% complete records,
and a steady improvement is noted in this phase of the work.

The same number of schools were oPef‘lfpg departments in

1938-1939 as the previous year but there was an increase of almost

e e o R g

ST .i-'-i-
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' 200 in the enrollment indicating that the interest in this work is
growing. As a further indication of the increasing realization of
the importance of the work, the average salary of the instructors was
approximately $100 higher than the previous year. In contrast to
previous years when a large number of men were changing to other
positions, only three men moved to new positions during the year
which is a great step toward the stabilization of the program.
District eliminations in the F.F.A. public speaking con-
test were held for the first time this year, the winner in each
district being eligible to compete in the state contest held at
Brookings. Five new departments were added in the fall of 1939
bringing éhe number of schools with vocational agriculture departments

to sixty-eight and & new high enrollment of 2l43 was reached.
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SECTION IV.

TABLES AND GRAPHS SHOWING DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

As shown by Tables I and II and Graphs 1 and 2 on pages
23 - 32, with one or two years' exception, there has been a steady
growth in the number of departments and the enrollments in the voca-
tional #mgriculture classes since the establishment of the work in
1919. This is especially significant when it is remembered that South
Dakota ham experienced a number of years of severe drouth and crop
failures resulting in a serious agricultural situation. It will also
be noted that with two exceptions the growth has been gradual which
indicates that the growth has been a result of the recognition of the
value of the program. "Judging from the inquiries that have been re-
ceived from schools interested in establishing this work, there is
every reason to believe that this expansion will continue for a
number of years and that an increasingly large number of farm boys
wifl be able to avail themselves of this opportunity to become

better fitted to enter the buminess of farming.
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(6)
(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

KEY FOR TABLE I

Approved October 7, 1918

Approved effective February 1, 1919
Approved effective March:l, 1919
Approved effective April 1, 1919
Approved September, 1919
Agriculture Department established

Report for year 192,-1925 states, "This department will be discontinued for several reasons

mainly, lack of room in the new building."
Dropped July 1, 1921

Federal descriptive report for 192L4-1925 states that department will be discontinued
as there are not sufficient boys in the community to meet the minimum enrollment.

Dropped September 1, 1926, due to lack of adequate room.

28 departments received reimbursement for year ending June 30, 1929 although there wers
only 25 departments during the school year. Humboldt, Franklin, and Clear Lake retained

instructor after June 30, 1928 to supervise projects but dropped departments before
September 1, 1928.

Bonesteel dropped August 1, 1929

Salem and Spencer not given in statistical report but listed in finencial report and
d&gectony : i i

Descriptive report for 192; states 8 new departments. This would meke the number for

1922-1923 - 2l

Report for year ending June 30, 1932 states, "Geddes had a vocational agriculture course
for one year about ten years ago.

Cresbard, Farmer, Highmore, Hurley, Newell, discontinued in summer of 192l
State Report for 1925-26 states, Madison and Timber Lake were dropped due to lack of"

adequate room. Ravinia feels that the small attendance does not warrant keeping ths
department due to the high per capita cost.

ol



TABLE II.

NUMBER AND ENROLLMENT

OF

* 304

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Year

1918-1919
1919-1920
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-192L
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1930
1930-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-193L
-.193L-1935
1935-193%6
1936-1937
1957-1938
193%8-1939
1939-19L0

* No figures available

Number of Schools

1918-1940

9
11

18
22
27
32
26
27N
28

(4

Enrollment

185
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Number of

Departments
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Graph 1. Number of Vocational Agriculture Departments in South Dakota

1918-1940*

*by school years
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SECTION V.

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

A brief history of the South Dakota Association of Future
Farmers of America is included with this History of Vocational Agri-
cultural Education as } feel that this organization is a vital part
of the vocational agriculture program. Previous to 1929 some effort
had been made to perfect an organization for the boys enrolled in voca-
tional agriculture classes. and many of the departments had local
organizations. No official name had been adopted ;br these organizations
but there seemed tq be considerable interest in them which was given
added impetus by the formation of the National organization of the
Future Farmers of America at Kansas City in the fall of 1928.

At the time of the vocational agriculture judging contests
held in Brookings in May, 1929, State Supervisor W. P. Beard called
a meeting of the instructors to discuss the possibilities of organizing
a South Dakota Association and a temporary constitution was drawn up.
After considerable discussion, it was decided by the instructors that
such action would be desirable and at a joint meeting of the boys and

instructors it was decided to proceed with the or%?nization of the

South Dakota Association of Future Farmers of America and state officers

were elected.

Thirteen schools had representatives at this meeting. A com-

mittee was sappointed to make necessary constitutional revisions and
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report at the time of the agriculture instructors! conference in
August. At this time the constitution was approved and an application
was made to the nationel organization for a state charter. This charter
wes granted in October 1929 and applications for local charters were
immediately received for consideration. Fifteen charters had been
issued at the time of the first annual mmeting of the South Dakota
Chapter of Future Farmers of America with 354 paid up members.

The increasing interest in the Future Farmers of Americe is
evidenced by the ever widening scope of activities !'-'irticipated in by
its members. Many chapters are engaging in cooperative activities such
as the growing of low prussic acid cane, hybrid corn, new varieties of
grains, certified smed, which provides for an opportunity for the boys
to obtain practical experience in the production and smle of new and
improved crops and in addition m distinet service to the community is
performed by the introduction of new and improved crops and practices.

During the 10O-year period since the establishment of the F.F.A.
one hundred forty boys have been raised to the State Farmer Degree, the
higzhest eward which can be given by the State Associ_ation. Nine boys
have received the American Farmer award and on® of these nine, Andrew
Sundstrom, was elected national president of the Fufdre Farmers of
Americe.

The organization has grown steadily and '.JE'.'{‘:l;-i.dly. The annual
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report, dated August 1, 1939, disclosed the fact that there were fifty-
nine active chapters with 1954 paid up members with indications of.a

continued increase in both number of chapters and membership this year.
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TABLE III. NUMBER OF CHAPTERS AND MEMBERSHIP OF SOUTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION
OF
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

1929-19L0
e e DeEheTERty
1929-1930 15 5 351,
1930-1931 20 Lo5
1931-1932 23 538
1932-1933 25 1406
1933-193L 30 L63
1934-1935 31 766
1935-1936 8 1216
1936-1937 50 1411
1937-1938 51 1630
1938-1939 59 : 1954

1939-1940 56 2182
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l. Agar 35. Lemmon

2. Alcester 36. Lennox

3. Armour 27. Leoln

L. Barnard 38, Latcher

5. Beresford 39, McLaughlin

6. Bowdle LO. Madison-Eastern
7. Bridgewater Ll. Madison-Orland
8. Brookings L2. Menno

9. Brookings - School of Agriculture L3. Milbank

10. Bryant Llj. Miller

1l1l. Burke L5. Monroe

12. Canton L6. Newell

13. Centerville Li7. Onida

1ll4. Chester LLlB. Parkston
18, @lark L9. Platte

16. Dallas 50. Redfield

17. Dell Rapids * 51. Roslyn

18. DeSmet 52. St. Lawrence
19. Dupree 53. Rutland

20. Egan 5L. Salem
21. Emery 55. Scotland
22. TFlandreau 56. Sisseton
23. Frederick 57. Valley Springs
2L4. Garretson 58. Veblen
25. Geddes 59. Volga
26. Gettysburg 60, Wagner
27. Gregory 61. Takonda
28. Groton 62. Wakpala

29. Hartford 63. Waverly

38. Hill Ciwy 6lL.. TWebster

31. Hitchcock 65. Wessington Springs
32, Hudson 66. Wessington

33, Java 67. White River
3l,. Lake Preston 68. TWolsey

Gi@» Counties in which vocmtional agriculture departments hmve bmen
established previously but which now have none.

Counti#s in which vocational agriculture departments have not been
established.

D Counties in which vocational agriculture departments are now
established.
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