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based on the plan of rank in class or comparative standing of pupils is
not a satiafacfory method of reporting pupil progress.

In contrast there are those who believe the best way to have max-
imum parental cooperation is to share all information with parents and
that pupi;s are stimulated to better and greater things when they know
their progress and where they stand. The latter claim that competition
is fundinantal in the American way of life., It is not the purpose of

this problem to say which of these theories is the more nearly correct.





















The questionnaire consisted of two general areas. The first of these was
related to specific information in regard to the recording of student
marks, reporting to thc‘parents. type of marking and explanation of marks.
The second area of this questionnaire asked the administrator to state his
opinions as to the type junior high school organization and the method

of recording of pupil marks which he preferred. The administrators were
also ukcd‘ whether they had ever evaluated their marking system and by
whom and how and with what results.

The junior high schools used in this study are located in 25 of
102 counties of the State. A map of the State with school locations
that were included in the survey is shown in Figure I on page 10.

The questionnaires were mailed to-the administrators of the 31
schools to be surveyed, and were returned promptly. Twenty-nine of the
31 administrators completed the questionnair which gave a return of 93.5
per cent,

The schools surveyed, with title and name of. the administrator to
whom the questionnaire was sent, are shown in Appendix F of this report.

A list showing schools, by county, town, number of teachers and
enrollment, is given in Appendix G. |
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TABLE I
REPORTING TO PARENTS

!, Intervals of time pupil progress reports are sent to

parents,
Interval ; School
Six weeks 18
Hine weeks 8
Twelve weeks 3

2, How pupil progress report is sent to parents.

. Pupil 28
‘Mail 1
3, Number of schools sending letters warning of impending
failure.
Yes ' 26
No 3
4, Number of schools sending special letters for accomplishe
ment, .
Yes (T8
No 22
No reply 1

S5 Number of schocls holding teachereparent conferences.

Yes : 29
Ne 0

6, Number of schools holding administration-parent conferences,

Yes - 23
No i
No reply 4

Table I shows that 62 per cent of the schools send reports home at
the end of the six weeks peried. All schools but one, send the reports
home with the pupil. Ninety per cent of the-schools sent warning letters
of impending fallure, but only 20 per cent send letters to parents report~
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could be spent in guidance of his or her homerocom pupils,
TABLE 1V
PREFERRED METHOD FOR RECORDING PUPIL MARKS

Ltem Erequency
Homeroom teacher g 15
Classroom teacher ]
Building secretary )

The best time for reporting pupil progress as preferred by the ade
ministrators surveyed is shown in Table V.
TABLE V
BEST TIME PERIOD TO REPORT PUPIL PROGRESS

Item Erequency
Six weeks 18
Nine weeks 8
Twelve weeks 1
No reply 2

Twenty-four administrators believed that failure notices should be
sent to parents,

In the three types of conferencess teacher-pupil, teacher-parent,
and teacher=parent-pupil conforcngn, all had value. The opinions of
the administrators on this item are found in Table VI.















15 There was disagreement among administrators on grade
' levels to be grouped in a junior high program.

Recommendations
In view of the modern philesophy of education which recognizes
that reporting is an impertant factor in pupil evaluation and appraising
the curriculm, the writer recommends further study on methods of reporte
ing pupil progress "school to home."
It is specifically recomended th;ta
l. Competent clerks should record routine marks.
2. More attention should be given to sending commendatory
letters to parents concerning the accomplishment of
- their children, :

3. Every junior high school should have a handbook availe
able for the use of pupils.












Please return to: Gale B. Anderson

Park Forest Junior High School :
240 Orchard Drive Appencix C

Park Forest, Illinois

A STUDY OF PUPIL REPORTING PRACTICES,.
SCHOOL TO HOME, IN ILLINOIS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
ORGANIZED ON A SEVEN-EIGHT GRADE BASIS

Name of reporting administrator:

’ Name of School:

Position of person reporting:

Length of time employed in this school district:

Length of time in present position:

Building principal
School secretary

Students

Building principal
School secretary
Students

1. Junior High School enrollment ('55-'56) pupils.
" II. Grades included in Junior High . , 3 .
III. Who does the recording of student's marks?
A. On permanent records:
Home room teachers
Class room teacher
Class counselors
Others (specify)
B. On pupil reports:
Home room teacher
Class room teacher
Class counselors
Others (specify)
IV. Reporting to parents:
A. How often is the pupil progress report'sent to pafents?

Weekly
Six weeks
Other (specify)

Monthly

Nine weeks

B. How do you send the pupil progress report to the parents?

Mail Pupil
Other (specify)

C. Does your school send home special letters warning of impending failure?
yes no.

D. Does your school send home special letters for accomplishment?

yes no. -






D. What is the best time period for reporting pupil progress? 26

___ Weekly ____Nine weeks

____ Monthly Twelve weeks
Six weeks : ' s

____ Other

E. Should a warning of failure notice be sent home?

yes no.

F. Evaluate the results of the following:

1. Teacher-pupil conference: excellent good fair poor.
2. Teacher-parent conference: excellent good fair poor.
3. Teacher-pupil-parent conference: excellent good fair poor.

IX. Please enclose any hand books, syllabi, report cards or direction sheets which you
use in reporting pupil progress.

b, 8 Do I have your permission to mention your school system in reporting exceptionally
worthwhile practices peculiar to your Junior High School program? yes no.
XI. Has your school ever evaluated the system of pupil reporting practices? yes no.

e

A. By whom?

Teachers Survey agency
Parents Parent-Teacher group
Community Administration
Other
B.. How?
Questionnaire ) Door to door canvas
Opinionnaire . Teachers meetings
Conferences Parent-Teacher Association
meetings
XII. Results:
Would you like a copy of this study ? yes no.
THANK YOU

Gale B. Anderson






BOARD OF EDUCATION

| , &
PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS ’ . : Appendix E

SCHOOGL D|'STR|C'T 163 e+ GERALD L. SMITH, Superintendent

Board of Education Office
_ 576 Lakewood Boulevard
Park Forest, lllinois

Telephone SKyline 5-7050

Date

Administrator

Sehool
District Ne.__
City, State

Dear Administrater:

As a part of our program to evaluate our pupil progress
reporting we are currently investigating practices being
followed by other districts in the area. Since Mr, Gale
Anderson of -our staff has expressed an interest in deoing
research on this subject at the seventh and eighth grade
1evel he has been delegated this responsibility.

Enclosed 1s 2 copy of brief questionnaire he has formulated.
Both he and I would appreciate your taking ten minutes from
your creciod schwdule to fill 1t out and return it to us in
~ the enclosed envelope. Since we are contacting only thirty-
five districts it is important we hear from each of you.

Mm!ummmumddthmlumrua
successful school year.

Sincerely,

‘Gerald L. Smith
Superintendent
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