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Zduceticn In general rurmoses to wicen one's hori-
1
) o0

zon and to rive ¢ deeper understanding and enmclmﬂnF ki

hat hes alrcody been exverienced a2ad to provide new elr-
periences. Cclleze ecducation should he so orwanizeg that
it carn e used later. Curricul'm nlaniiing and evaluation
has bcen an ImDortant rvart of tie education presrani. lanir
co'leges and universities have lavnched self-evaluation
studies in -n eifort to araise anc irprove their hone
econoiiics progrei, that it may He a verr r-al wvrevaration
Tor lore and Tanily livwin:. Spafford states:

The achieving oi a satisivin~ and vnctioning

philosoony ol lif'e .7ith emphasis ol versonal and
fawilv livin- should he set as the bprimery nurpose

o: horne -economics - - provide tre fcuncdaticn Ior all

the tezchiing « o o o

“he develcninrs of a wli-lesc:ie perscnality and
tie working ouvt or satisfact .y humzn relationships
is the second uvroad objective wiich concerns hcrne
econonics « o o o

The broadinc ond envriching of life is the third

lorge onjective of interest to home econonics « « .
The acquiring of techniques and sliills necded
in iimodiate personal and home living, learnine to

use one's resources to attain ti:e valve set vp as
r.ost wort wiile in liife, is tlie Tcurih nojor oriec-

.)u -
ive w?i01 concerns hore econcricsSe o o o .

The findings oI one's relation to and plac~ in
tile veeav: on\l world and precparin~ for it is the
Sifth majer owurpese of iuportance to hone econorniics



Thece 2:¢ notv serarate »ursozes to he
achieved one Yy cnc, zor :ill home ccorncuidcs bve
tie onl s field to centribute to their attein-
ment. 2Rather the: ars vurnoses which s':o:1d run
throurh all educction and throush all horie
ecornouic teaching. or shcld the:” e seen as
pur-oses of the studen® out of relatisnshin to
the fa:.llv group or the larrer society in which
he liwves,

Lehnman, in describing plans o ti:e evaluation
o- the goel ef’ectiveness in homenaking, suggesis some
o the grouninz o ocualities that an effectivec horme-
naker woulc lave:

The effective lonernialier has a rich store c¢f
information on which to draw in geing about her
vork, and 'n naking decisions.
She lmo's where “o ~o Tor reiianle in ornma-
vion.
She has certezin basic siills.
She ras reas-nable standsrds to guide her
» ciholce making.,
She ras sound #«clues.
She can thini: eZfectivel: on problems ol
the homg.?

'J-
<

This studv purnoses %o netermine to what extent

)

the need: ol the honenaker nhave teen met oy her collere

education. The particuler factérs consicdered by this
protlen are:
1. Evidence if any of satisfector: fariil: living
due to application of subject matter learned.
2. Sinilarities or differences in interest oi

-~

ome eccononics treined homenaliers ond those ol

I Ivol Snafford, Fundamentals in Teaching Ecme
Econo:inics, John ‘liley and Sons, Inc., llew York, 1951,

pp' 2"4','--

N

Ruth T. Lelman, Avpraisins the Collece Procran
in “orie Zconoiiics, American Home Econoiiics Association,
‘ashineton, D.C., 1930, p. 87.



homenakers with a general education.

The more realistic approach to famil:-- living -
that of the home economics vrogramn or that of
the general education progran.

Bvidence indicative of needed curriculum
changes in the honie econcmics »nrogram in

light of the homemaker's opinion.



CHAPTZR 1II
REVIEY OF LITERATURE

LITERATURE ON VALUES OF COLLEGE EDUCATION

e —— | T e

Leaders in all fields were recognizing the need
i

for an emphasis in education toward the solution of I
fariily problems. The President's Commission on Higher
Education included education for family living as one
of the immortant areas in general education for all

students:

As a minimvm, »sycholozical »nrenaration
~for the enotional adiustments commonly called
for in marriage: child care and training, the
planning of the home, the vhysical environmnent
of the family, consuner education in budgeting
the family incornie, in wise buying and spending,
and the ovrinciples of Eutrition for the proper
feeding of the family.

Other leaders vho are not home economists have

expressed a concern for a need to re-examine their

purnoses:

Home economists are aware, vhere they have
iven thought to their »urposes of this problen
specialization). Specialization within the

field has gone forward at such a pace that its
initial interest - family living - is now but a
speciality among specialities.”

> Hicher Education for Democracy, A report of
the Presidents' Commission on Eigher Education, Yashing-
ton: Govermment Printing Office, 1947, p. 56.

L H. Gordon Hullrish, "The Job Ahead in Central
EQﬁgﬁtio§;, Journgl of Home Econornics XXXVIII (November,
9 b 57 .




The thouglit of every college is its graduate.
The nature of the gradvate's performance in his job or
life situation riar serve as neans of evaluating the
curriculum. Komarovsky rurposes to “rinz to light the
problerns of hicher education:

Any girl graduates future is uncertain and
may follow not only different but contradictory
patterns which will require conflicting skills
and attitudes of mind. No one can be sure dur-
ing her college years of just vhat a girl's Xife
path will be, whether she will marry or remain
single: whetiier it is worth while to invest
time and monev for her nroressional trainin~. A
colleze girl hell-bvent on a career may Zind her-
self sperding the years after college in a round
of cleaning, cookinsg, washing and mending.
Another who announced in college that all she
wanted was "lots and lots of cixildren® may later
be forced to help support her family. And there
is still the nmore ccmplicated problem of the
woman who rust be prepared Tfor the transition
from a vocation to full-time famil:r life, and
perhaps later for a return to a career. Vhat
should the philosoph of worien's educafion be in
the face of all these uncertain roles?5

White's corment on family living in our curricu-
lum is:
e« o e+ o o o o One may prophesy with con-
fidence that as worien begin to make their dis-
tinctive wishes felt in curriculer terms, not
merely will every women's college and coeduca-
tional institution offer a firm nuclear course
in the Family but from it will radiate curricu-
lar series dealing with food and nutrition,
textiles and clothing, health and nursing, house
planning and interior decoration, garden design
and applied botany, and child developnent. Each
of these series will begin at tie non->rofession-
al level and continuve into professional training
for specialized advanced students.

> llirva Komarovsky, "7Jhat 8hould Colleces Teach
jomen'", Harper Nagazine, CXCIX, (November, 19h§), 36.
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hese <fields are not only relctivelr unde-
v-loped at present but the. seeri often to be
concsived and taught without iiragination. I have
asxed man: wonen gradustes whetiier they tock eny
vork in Tone ecornoniics at college ant, if not,
wiotiier they regretced it. The aliiost universal
answer is "lo! ‘hen I got married I bought Fonny
Tarmer, and how I can ccok. In college I read
Fegel, and I never would rave got ~round to that
since graduation". The verdict, I fear, is just,
at least in terms of howe economics as it has
generally been tau~ht. But would it be inpossible
to nresent a veginning course in Toods as excit-
inz, and »s 4ifficult to work up after college, as
a course in »nost-iiantian vhiloso»hy wculd be?
Let's scrap the tiro weels spent bakinge bread, fol-
lowed Ly a weell on beaten bHiscuits. ow for the
first time, than'ss to repid trans»ort, canning
and deedn-freezinz, all the food materials and
seasonings of the irorld are available to us, and
all methods of vreparation are known. Let's
avand-n talk of oroteins,carihohydrates and the
like save incidentall -, as Ior example wien we
point out that a “ritish hyper-:oile:t 3russels
sorout is inferior to a Chinese -egetablz not mere-
1o in rlavor and texture but in vitanin contentl
“Wh not study the theor:r and preparation of Basque
vaelle, of a well-marinated shish kebab, lanb lid-
neys sauteed in sherry and authoritative curry,
the use ol herbs, even such siuple sophistication
as serving cold articholzes with: fresh uills, A girl
majorine in history or chemistry could well find
tiie for one such course which, w: mnar ce sure,
vvould do much te enliven her life and that oI her
familwr ond friends in later years. 1t is ruiored
that the divorce rate of hone econonics majors is
oreatly celow that of college -omen as a w.ole. O

A review oi the literature on follow-up studies oZf
school and college graduates shiows that te underlring
purnose, in manr cases, is tle iiprovement ol educaticnal
exveriences. i.onv 2f the studies place eriphasis upon the
vocazionel or occupacional aga-tation ol graduates. Also

a ow ol the studies reveal a minor concern Zor the

Vel ——s .
~ Lvnn White Jr., =Zducating Our Daughte:, Harper
and 3rothers Publishers, New York, 1550, po. 77-/8.




graduate's success in vpersonal and social livine,

There are other studies that show an interest in dis-
covering both the vocational and the personal and social
adjustments.

A recent study of a large number of college
women graduates was conducted by the Education Commit-
tee of the American Association of University Women.
This survey was directed and conducted by Doctor
Patricia ‘ioodward Cautly, with Lrs. Rhoda lMetraux and
Doctor Margaret Mead acting as consultants. In the
1948 fall issue of the Journal of the American Associa-
tion of University Women a questionaire form was en-
closed. There was an article in this issue aslking for
the cooperation of all the members of the association
in filling and returning the blanks to the Education
Cormittee., The form asked for factual information and
the members were asked to write on the guestion: "As
vou think over your college education in what ways do
you feel it is of value in your 1life todav. In the
light of your later experiences, what kinds of im-
provement or changes would you suggest?"

The resnonse to this survey was 30,0CC indivi-
dual replies from 120,000 members and reports of dis-
cussions in more than 200 branches.,

It is of interest to note the reaction of the
hone economics majors from this surverv:

Fewer of them than any other groupv say
their college training has been of value in a



general cultural way, or socially or intellec-

tually. And along with the majors in physical

and hiolozical sciences, fewer of them mention
the versonal value of their college training.

But they are outstandingly higher than any of

these groups* in their mention of the value of

their college training in marriage and home-

making, particularly in "managing a home". A

few riore of them than in other groups say their

training was too svecialized, and that ther
would now like to add training in_the liberal
arts to their college background.

The value of this group study revealed that two
needs were emphasized: (1) "that a college education
snould give more specific skills, more practice in
doing things and (2) that a college education should
be broad enough to cover every aspect of each woman's
life". The revort showed that the group Ielt that
collece education should prepare women for makine a
living, for the role of homemaker, and for leadershio
and parcticipation in community affairs.

QA

Hillier® made a study that dealt with three
tvoes of behavior of the homemaker: recognizing orob-
lems, recognizing satisfactions, and establishing goals.

The basic problems designated by the homemalkers were

% Qroups are humanities, education, social
science, nhysical and biological sciences, home econom-
ics and pre-vrofessional fields.

7 Patricia Woodward Caultev, AAUW liemobers Look
at Collegze Education an Interim Report, Vashington:
Anerican Association of University Women, (October, 1949), 36.

8 Elizabeth Charlotte Hillier, The Homenaking
Problems, Satisfactions, and Goals of Recent Home
Economics Graduates and Their Imnlications for the
Colle~e Curriculum; Unpublished Doctor's dissertation,
Department of Education, Ohio State College, 1952.



relationshins and management. These 83 homemakers

(home economics majors) found their greatest satis-
factions through the ability to manace time and cnergy,
riakinc imoprovements in their homes, their children,

the success of their husbands and their relationship

in the community. The homemakers also made an evalua-
tion of their curriculum. They mentioned areas that
cave special nelp. Suggestions were given that courses
should be made more practical or based on everyday
problems. There was a relationship that existed be-
tween the values of their home economics training and
the listed satisfactions.

Foster and ‘.‘.’ilson9 made a study of wonrien after
colle~e as to the eifectiveness of their education.
This study was done through the Advisory Service for
Collese Viomen at the Merrill-Palmer School at Detroit.
The 100 women in the survey were holders of the bach-
elor's degree, cranted since 1920. The vpurpose of this
study was to: present an over-all view of the problems
of the vomnen, to classify problems according to relative
dezrees of importance, consider individual problems,
and to apply the findings of the study to the education
oI vomen.

From this studr they found that the parents of
the women had not wvrepared them for certain inevitabilities
~— 9 Robert G. Foster and Pauling Park Wilson,

Women After College, Merrill-Palmer School, Columbia
University Press, New York, 1942, pp. 186-275.




10
of their lives. Some of the sugrestions for wonen's
cducation irere relative to: Dbetter selection and
training of the teachers, councelings service, a curri-
cvlum desigcned to meet more adequately the needs of the
worien students, less rigidity in the course of study,
and ruidance in making the transition from high school
to college. Other sugmgestions nertained to the organi-
zation of student life in relation to the academic life
and other adjustments, education for parents of students,
post college ecucation, and education of men that
would take into account their need to understand and
live in a world with women and children. There was
little relationship between social, cultural and re-
creational life opvnortunities after college and the
lzind of education and social trainins received in
colleze. Thne courses designed to understand the per-
sonal and social economic problems of life were not
adeocuate. The courses which were surposed to ready
worien for a vocation were often imoractical and a
handicap to her when she began to work at her vocation.
IMost of the worien had little skill or experience in
nandline tne housekeering in a home before collere and
:ad no osmeortunity to acauire this in college. The
Tields of knowledge which could have helped seems to
nave done little to lielp the student achieve an orienta-
tion about religion or an adequate philosophy of life.

The art and science courses did not improve human



11
relationships or contribute to nersonalit:- develov.ent.

The Roc}cwoodlO studv dealt with the differences
that occurred between the alumnae, seniors and fresh-
men at Skidmore College which is a v»rivate woman's
college. The differences noted were in the kinds of
problems the woren recognized, the areas in which they
expected problenis in the future, the extent of recogni-
tion of problems and to get information and the kind
of information wanted concerninsg personal and family
1ife.

It was found in the fore-mentioned study that
the problems of the alumnae were much greater than the
future concerns of the seniors and freshnien. The
sincle alumnaze were more like the seniors and fresh-
men than like the married alumnae. Most of the con-
cerns of the alumnae were with marriage and family
oroblems as wife and mother. The problems of home
manacerenc, religion, education, community, leisure
cnc health had the larger concerns checked than the
provlems involving marriage and family relationships.
The alumnae and the undergraduates who had oproblems
wanted information about them.

2,

o 4

+v  Catherine Rockwood, The Personal and Family
Life lieeds of Colle~e ‘omen, with Implications for
Education) Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Department
of Education, Universitwv of Chicago, 1952.




CHAPTER ITI
TATIRTAL (SED ALD GROUZS STUDIED

HOV DATA “WAS OBTAINED

— s .

The area around lladison and Brookinzs, South
Dal:ota was chosen as the location of the homemaker
to be studied. Two bases lfor eligibility were used:
first, the honericker must hold a college degree, and
the second, the homenaker nust have a family. Family
is knovm as a group of related persons including wife,
husband if living and children or foster children.
\iidows were not excluded from the study.

The plan was to interview 25 honmemalers with a
hore eccnomics major and 25 homemakers with a general
education major. These could be chosen at randon from
the membersrip iists of American Association of Univer-
sity Wonen and from knovm college gradvates in the se-
lected area. Iermbers of the AAUV organization must
be graduates of approved colleges and universities.
These homemakers must have, at least, a bachelor of
science or arts degree.

The check sheet was used in trial interviews of
both home eccnomics and general education college
rraduate homeniakers. It was found that all information

desired could be ascertained during the interview.
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trial interviews were tabu-

O
i
]
&
Y
(89
ch
[
i
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cr

“esults of
loted an” certain chances vere rode thab sirplified the
oreration. Aprointients for interviews were nade by
t,elerhonre, at tl:2 convenlence or the horicriakers.

e awproach in opcnine tile interview as to
introduce cne's self zs the honienieking teacher of Cen-
ticl Hirh Schicel vho is interested in visiting :ith col-
lersc nonemaliers sbout values :eceived -rom tieir college
cducation tilot had been o:f use to Lamily livine.

—ach interview was Ircm one to twe hours in
len—-th. & schedule of recordine Tindines was #illed out
b-- the intervicwer irn the wresence of the homenale:r.

LI. IT.vICIS OF THZ STUDY

T

“here cre certain

[

imitaticns that exist as the
homenaizers contacted nad a technical o nrofessional
ecncation. “he teacrers were reavilr renresented in
the 3trd - 2s nineteen of thrs horis econonics majors haad
tauri:it and twentv-three oI the other ncjors were or had
Leen teachers.

e intzrviets checl: list contained inZormetion

- hich these homenalers vere aslked to give "dith little

re to vecall their collere dar's and their family

(2D

.
livin~., It 1is »ossit:le that sone of tie grour did not
rie cleer definite ans--ers.

The totel erovn of 50 is not lerrme enouri: to

Jrstif hroad ~-neralizations. The conclusions dravn

1993¢3

SOUTH DANOTA STATE COQLLIZZ LIDRA%Y

R



14
from the data concerning the groups oI homemakers vho
were emplored and non-employed, those with grown chil-
dren and those with young children must be considered
in licht of the small numoer contacted in each group.

Even though different types of majors were re-
presented in both groups, the large proportion of edu-

cation nejors, 84 per cent tends to influence the total

ricture.



CHAPTER IV
VALUZS REVEALED FOX FAMILY LIVING

FROM COLLEGE LIFE and CURRICULUM EXPERIENCES.

Classificstion of group accordineg to husband's occuvation.

It is often said that individuals will do well to look
within their own educational and intellectual levels when
in search of a mate. Twenty-four of the Home Econcmics
rio jors married men ~ho were collece graduates, and thre
no:-:orre Economics majors had twenty :ho married college
~raduates. learly two-th:iirds of th- Fome Econcmics groun
narried teachers, doctors or ministers, while thirty-six
per cent oI the other group merried professional persons.
Indicative of the area surveyed, none of the homemakers
married farmers, seri-skilled or unskilled vorkers. One
o: the vouns women was teaching to help send her husband
to collere,

The following ocuvalities have a bearing on happi-
ness fer {famil-—- living:

fomen wlio marry men superior in mental abil-

ity, or at least ecual, see:: to be heppier than

those with zusvands whko are inferior to trem in

rental a ilitv. Cne study shows that the happi-

ness scores o wives with rusbands o: superior or

ecual ability averaged 70 or above. liives with

inferior husbands had a ha piness score of cnly

a little nore than 50. This study finds that hus-

cands are hacpiest wien they have wives oI equal

anhility. Husbands with the lowest harpiness scores
have wives mmuch their inferior.



,

1o

e wives of sone ccllece “roessors are
vnha o necavse ther have nct hcd colles: educa-
tion. “ecause o: their lack of traininec, thev
cannot helr their husbands professicnallr as they
rnisht if ther felt at home with college neovle.
In manry cases these women are charming people and
would fit in well if they did not feel inferior
and 111 at ease because of their lecl: of collere
education.

‘/hether or not couples need to “ave sirilar ed-
vc-tionel experierice is a question with -hich research
hkas nhad an ective part, rourteen of the FEome Economics
majors met their husbsnds at college, while twelve of the
non-maiors married thzir collsece friends.

Tre relationshin of age at marriags to hawupi-
ness in marriace hes been made the subiect orf
several imnertant studies, It is a nroved fact
that age of merriage does cffect happiness in mar-
riarce. Girls who marr— under twenty have lower
havrpiness scores than those who marry later. The
findings of onre study are especiall- striking.
Almost half of the wives who married between the
ares of sixteen and eighteen made v»oor adjustments
in marriage, and only avout fifteen per cent made
good adjustments. Good edjustments were more
frequentl- found when couples married at a later
age, About LC per cent of the oune who rarried
un er twen-rv-ti.c vears of ace mcde poor adiust-
nents ‘n marriace, angd onlv about 27 per cent made
good adiustments. Those over twentv-twc were able
to make gcod aciustments in a greater »rorortion
of czses. Those marrying arter thirty had - high
verc:ntage of docr or only fair adjustments, al-
thougi» not as high a percentage as trose marrving
under twentv-two,.

Another stud-- of 200 married men »nd 2CC
na-ried women showed that those marrving later were
happier., 12

This study shows eirhteen of the Home Economnics

L. Paul H. Landis, Your Marriage and Family Living,
I.cGraw-Hi"l Book Comnanv, Inc., New 'ork, LG40, p. 1l25.

12 1vid., pp. 127-129.

———
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majors married at the ages o twenty to “venty-five. Of
the other groud ninetcen married at this a~e interv:1,

Five of ¢ e non=m2jors nariied before ther received a

)

degrce., Four of the Home Zconomics women marriec wefore
the corplete their colle~e education. Thre remzining
homem~kers were older when they married and three mar-
ries idowers. This is due to the fact that they mar-
ried at the end of their college education and more than
hall worked befcre thev married.

The four homemakers whose husbands are <Zeceased
are workins to send their children to collcgz. Cne h-one-
maker is a librarian =nd the otiier two are tcachers.

Summary 2f the findings of {Table 4 in Apneandix)
indicates similarity <f e-“ucationsl experience of husband
an:. ~ife oI bot: groups, which is one of tne ractors that
leads te marital success. Aside from a few coumments made
the author is not i a —osition tc exnress eain ominion

re~erding the relationshir bet.een age of marriage and

Tpe of colleze attended. o doubt most of these

homemakers selected their college because of sc.e con-
n2ction with it through familv or friend. Ilian— of them

attended these colleges because they were near home.
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TABLE I. HNumber and Percent of Homemakers and
Tvpe of Colleges Attended.

T 1les = Home Economics_ || Hon-iajors
S CO ege == lvo PCt. I‘Io PCt.
State surorted Schoel 21 8L, 15 6L
Church 3 12 8 32
Private 1 L i L

“omen's

 ——— e —— e ——
e ———

o)

Of the Home Economics majors over four-iifths of

ther attended state schools. This is due to the fact
that eleven o these -vomen graduated from a state in
which the state schools are the only ones that were of-
fering home economics. COf the other majors over half
~-acduates froi. state schools. FfFive of these graduated
0. statve teachers cclleges. The churcii schools vere
hi-nlv recommended by the 4L per cent who attended.
The helieve that the spirital value has added a great
o2l to their feoil - living. Three of theze homemakers
stresse the ilea that tiheir wanted to send their children
to a church school. ~rewer Home Economics mejors grad-
vatine Troi: church schools mi~ht im-lv that better or-

re given at state institutions.

H
o)
=
lJ.
ot
L3
(6]
)

From this table it +s concluded that the majority
o: noneickers received their education at a state school,
Tz oover three-fourths of thie Horie Economics and over half
oY Lhc non-majers gradvated from a state cclle~e or uni-
versit -, Coecucation vas the usual pattern for higher

edcntion Tor these honienal:ers.
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Iumser of rec:'s since ccmnletins education. For

this surver the homenckers had Zammilies vhi h accounted

for tre small ner cent of horiemalers that graducted from

)

0

each group less than five years ago. Of the Hore Econom-
ics majors gbout three-fourths of them: graduated “etween

ten anc thirty years arco.

TABLE II. Iatzer and Percent of Homerakers as to
Humber of Years Since Comnletins Their

Zducation.

v= i Home Economics || llon-l.cjors _ Total

fesT I FEh. I, Pct. Il 1. Bel,
Under 5 2 & 2 2 L 8
5 - 9 L 16 ¥ 32 12 2L
10 - 1¢ o 36 3 12 12 24
20 - 2° 6 2L 6 2 12 21,
3C or more L 16 6 21, 10 20

Twice as nan~— homemckers of the other nsjor were
ccntacted who craduates from 5 to 9 years ago than were
in the rome Zccnomics grouw. There vere interiuntions
in the collere education ol seven of tl. ncn-najors and
two of the lorie Economics majors. The other nmajors hed
twro homenalkers that continued their ecucetlon Lo receive
a ilasters degrce and thc Home Econonics niajors had thrce

het continuved their education.

A fairly satisfactory semnling freom each vear
intervcl of ecradusticn shows that a +eried range in yeears
sin:e eraduation is revresented 1n the groun of homenck-

ers contacted.
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3rsic satisfactions o horienalzer cerives Iron

education. The satisfzctions Irom social contects were
rated high by both groups. Four of the non-major
homeneakers ccmmented that ther did net ex:erience much
social 1life as their working schedules were heavy. All
homemalers eottended coeducationzl colleges. Their
social contact satisfzctions were lich, therefore our-
teen o the Hore Economics and twelve of the other majors
marriec college “riends.

According tc Table III an ecual numhrer Irom each
group values the feeling of independence while attending
collere. OCver four-fifths of the Home Eccnomics and
over helf of the nen-rajors valued the learnin~s that
would be of use in their homes., Competinc =ith men had
little satisfection for either group.

TABLE III. Humber and Percent of Fomemzkers iw/ith
Basic Satisfactions Derived “rom Their

Education.
. .~ .. [Home Economics || HNon-lHzjors
Basic satisfactions 1 | Pot. in o

3ocial Contacts 2L 96 22 68

Feeling of indevendence 22 88 22 g8

Learnings of use in own

hone 22 88 1. 56

Competing with nzen 6 2L 2 g

Learnin~ tr get zlong

with others 18 72 20 &

Coeducation 12 1.8 5 20

“lorking toward o decree 1. 56 1/ 56

liew interests 17 68 14 56
== e e —_
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About three-fcurtks of tlhe Mome Econciiics women
and over three-fourths of the oth'rs valued the satis-
factions cerived froni learnings to cet along with: others.
Vorkings toward a degree was of value to over half of the
homer:akers of eacl: grouwn,

The Home Dconcmics majors derived satisfactions
from new interests as: interior decoratins, apprecia-
tion of music and art, crafts, nlanning devartment fashion
sho's, modern architecture, and oil painting. Cne of the

omenalers sans in o chorus for the first time. Two of
the women hcd not taken zhysical ecducation in high school
anc received satisfzction in learninc to =lay tennis and
cclf, Three of the other group enjoyed cetate and =ublic
sneakin~ as the irere not n»narticirants during high school.
The non-nrtajor groun had homemakers who became interested
in art, »oetr—, the vhiloso»nir- of literature and oil vaint-
in=. One in this grouz acquired an interest in Svanish
as her marents srpent nmuc'. o their time in the south and
when she visited ti:em she was able to use her knovledge.

Findings fro:: this tavle show nutual satisfactions
of the grouss as tc the feeling of indepencence and vork-
in~ tovard a degree. The satisfactions from social con-
tacts, learnings of nse in ovn horme, lerrning to rcet
2long with otlers and new interests did not wvar:s too much
between the two groups. Thre Home EZconomics mejiors siowed
a creater satisfaction zrom cormmetins with men, and vet
mawr of their classes do not include m+=n. The Ione Iconomi-
ics mafors also receivecd the grester satisf-ction iro.. cc-

education,
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ireas of curriculum found helpful and/or lacking

 —

in heln to homemaker. It was difficult for a tradi-

tional scholar - one who.attended college thirty years
ago - to evaluate subject material in the light of its
value to family living. Those who majored in Home
Economics differ from the others in mention of the value
of the courses in child development, clothing, tex-
tiles, home furnishing, home management, nutrition

and food for their family living. According to Table IV
seven of the non-majors took these courses. One other
najor who majored in Latin thirty-seven years ago was
required to take a year of sewing in the church college
which she attended. Also the dormitory life was such
that the girls were taught to be good hostesses and
assume responsibility in entertaining. Another non-
major who graduated in 1918 took courses such as house-
hold chenistry and cooking which were of value. Other
majors took dress aprreciation, child care and guidance
which to them were of value to their homemaking. Cne
of the non-majors vho changed to an English major had
taken foods, nutrition, textiles and clothing and is
still very interested in the home economics program.
Zleven of the other majors value English and litera-
ture, while only one of the HYome Econonics majors con-
sidered this course of valve. These homemakers stated
its value was broadening, gave one a better speecking

knowledge, and contributed to the ability to express
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TADLE IV, llumters ancd Percent of ‘omericlers as
to L>cas of Curriculum Found llecl lul
and/or Lacliin~ in Kelo.

HeInful to HF'rLacking in
homemaker Help
Areas Home ilon=- Homne Hon-
Ega oo Jajors Ec. liaiors
N, | 2ct{ Li.[Pct SEER A RIS

Art L 15| 7
3iology 1 Ll Ll 2 8
Botany 2 Lt 1 L
Chemistry 1 Ly 3 281 1 Ly
Child Develoznent 15 501 1
Clothing 19 | 76| 2 L
Costume Desimn i L1l
Drematics
Bducation L. Li | 3 12
Economics 1 Lyl L
Experiments1l Foods 12
Jenily Relationshins L 16 | L
(larriace-Family)
Foreign Lanrrage 2019 | 36
~eolosy L1 1o
Histor:s 2 5 20
Home Furnishin- £ 20 11
Home lianagenent 5 20 20
Home Nursing 1 L ]2 L
Household Ecuipment
House Plannins
Literature-zZn~lish 1l L |11 1 L,
Mathmatics 3 815 |20
lusic 5
Nutrition-Foods 15| 60 2 3
Physic 1 L
Psychology 5120 |10
Political Science
Religion 21 8 |3
Sociologr 11 4 ]2 1 L
Soeech 1 L
Textiles 5116 |1
Zoology 1 3 |1 L
m'—'—r—;—:—-—‘—-—_r-.—.azl—_.::-:____ <1-— e
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develop more reasoning. Another stated that the courses
were not realistic and set levels bevyond reach. Educa-
tion courses were mentioned as not being helpful be-
cause of too much theory. The purpose of these courses
are to vrepare for a profession and are not directly
related to family living. One Home Economics graduate
of 1924 had to take millinery and dairying, which she
considered of no value. Chemistry, to one-fourth of
the Home Economics majors was rated as not too helpful
in the home. Experimental foods was listed by a few
as not being of value to their family living.

Two of the non-majors and one of the Horie Econo-
mics majors stated that all of the courses that they
toolt were directly or indirectly valuable to their
homemaking. It was the homemakers who graduated after
1946 that began to evidence family living in the
curriculum of home economics. This comprised approxi-
mately one-fourth of the Home Economics group.

All of the women felt a definite contribution of
their maiors to family living, but over one-third of
the non-majors would like to have taken home economics.
i/hile only 8 per cent of the Home Economics majors

expressed a desire for another field, if the opportunity

was ofered now.



11 THE HOMT

Ervloves and non-emvlo—red homemolkers accordins to

period of time married. . Accoiding to Duval and Hill 13

with nodern conveniences the working vives of today are
doing the samc things thei: great-grandiothers cid, ex-
cent ther are doingz tire joo:s outside the homes. Earning
wower is low and ex-enses high the first vears ol mar-
iage, and -ives desire to carry their share of the
econoniic load.
TABLE V. Illumber and Percent of Em»nloved and lion-

Emnlovesd Homemakers Accordins to Period
of Time Iliarried.

ay Home Lconomics — | Non-i.ajors T
Years l.arried | Emnl _uon Tmol. || _Emnl. Non Emnl.
| Bt Potsl e hoctadl Red.Poad el P ote.
1 - 2-vears
2-3:€JS
3 - L4 years 1 L 1 g
L - 5 years 1 L 1 L 2
0 - § vears 7 23 & I 12
1C - 1¢ vears 3 12 5 20 1 L 5! 2L
Over 20 years all L 5 20 |3 12 L | 16
Over 30 vears 1 L 2 81 31|12
A S =

Of those women who have been riarried less than ten

In
]

vears, the t-ble shows only one entloyed. This ennloyed
homenaker (a lione Economics major) is a teacher, and has
one daughite~ vho is beings cared for by the grandmother
durineg the school das. The homemake:rs of the other grouon

who are ennloyed are those who have peen married more then

15 Evelyn Millis Duvell, and Rueben Hill, then You
Iiarry, D. C. Heath and Comparny, Wew York, 1953, DD. . 225274,



27
ten vears. Less than one-fourth of the homenakers
interviewed are employed. An interesting fact noted
from Table V is that the number of enplored and non-
erinloyed of both grouns are exactly the sarne.

Of the six Home Economics najors who are employed,
five are teachers and one works in an insurance office.
Cf the other group four are teachers, one working in a
library and one doing secretarial work. Teaching seerns
to be a job that homemakers consider combining with their
homemaking. Also of the group emploved we have four
vridows of the older married interval.

From this table findings show that few of the
homenaliers are emploved in the area surveved. Those that
are emdlored have older children who attend school.

Children of homemal:ers of age intervals. Table VI

shows a significant difference exists between the age
intervals. There are almost twice as many children
in the age interval from 7 to 12 years for the Home
Economics majors in comvarison to the others. The
largest per cent of children are between the ages of
one and six in both groups.

The nean for famil:r size of the Home Economics
~roup was 2.2 anc the mean for the non-majors was 2.1l.
The largest size families for the ~roupns were four.
The study shows that 6 per cent of the Home Economics
rmajors had the large families and 12 per cent of the

other majors. From the age interval of 20 years or more,
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all the children are attendingz or have ctzended college.
-hese children are havin~ equal opvortunities in ~ettine

their education.

TAZLE VI. Humber of and P.rceuv cf Homenmalers
with Shildren by Age Intervals.
e T " e —— —— e ——— —
A I %o"e scononics Non-mg]ors Total
O -1 veor 5 20 12 3 16
1 - © vears 20 &0 76 3G 78
T l?ﬁrears 11 Lh 2L 17 3L
17 - 1% vears 6 2L 32 1. 23
20 vrars and .
over 13 52 72 31 062
— . -

A FTanily of two to three children is recarded as
ideal Ly these homemalers.

i.eans used DLy homemaler to enrich lier lile. Few

m

orien from either grou» attended adult classes. The
classes these honenakers atitended arz those stonsored by
the ILxtension Denartment. Art and ty»ing vere :zlasces
that two of the non-major homerakers -tere teacning to

adults. At least half of the Home Eccnomics group nake

use o: the availale »ulletins issred b the Z:tension.
Accordin~ teo Table VII less than one-ifth ol t©th. other
-mmajors nake use of this material.
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CASL T VEILL  lhyther and Yercent o Homenalkors tAdth

i.eans to nrich Their Lives,.

=L - L — —— E -t
) liome aconoraks | lion-nciors
i.eans uscd N, PRt i, ke,

Avtendin~ aduls classes 7 283 2 G

Usinr exsensicon bulletins 13 512 L 15

Belon~ to child study

groun L 16 3 12

Belong to art groun 1 I

Belon~ to professional

sroun 14 56 17 68

Listenin~ o ;atcnin:s hoiie-

makine wrosrains on TV or

radio 2 % Q 36

Stud¥ clubs 11 Ll 5 32

Church erouvns 21 8l 21 3l

“ridee clubs 3 12 7 24

_— o T s e g g .. EETEERTRELT

A few Trom each croud “elon~ to a child study
erou?, and this ~roun 1s soonsored br American Associa-
tion of Universit - Jcmen, Cne of tie noa-iajors atitends
an art group wialch is also a nart of this organization.
1.7 of each ~rou» helon~ te a nrofessiornz2l orr~an-
ization +hiielr ha~nens to be Anerican Association of
University “jomen as the lists Zrom the local Aierican
iosociation ¢ Universit - ‘Jorien trerc :sed to o™tain
names of collegz grzduates. The teachnris pDelonz to the
South Dakota iiucation Association and the Katicnal Zd-
uca-ion sissociation. TFew honemalkers listen to homeinrizing
procrars on the radio and the television homimakine »ro-
rrans Trom the lecal channel are nostly advzrtisin~. A
few o° the honenake:s “rom each groun bhelons to study
clibs and bridere cluhs. A common ¢ ent made v the

honenmalzers o~ hrth srouns was that ol heing involved in

tco man organizations and groups. Almost all of the
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A out one-fifth of tie femili.s ¢f cacr groud read
hobb:- marmazines and a larger ner cent o the non-ma jors

rezd swort nagazines then did those -ithin the Hcme Zco-

e

nori.cs najor groun. Rnelicious magezines were found in
over helf of t'e nomes of cach gro:p contacted. Conrion
reli~ious ne-e22 nes found in tihe homec were: Lutheran
Herc1ld, Pres'iyterian Life, Catholic Digest, and Christian
Advoceate.

There czn be nc¢ doubt thal the homemakers ‘rom
noth =rcups are interested in world events and nevest
trends of homeneking, as they have a wice selection of
nagazines eveileble for thel:r femilies. Religious mega-
zines were reac by over half of the homenckers contacted.

Homernp ers inteirests outside tlle home. These

wonen have <eveloved interests outside the home or haove
2. continous interest Iror: home to %l hustand's occu=
vatiori, Thesc interests can enrich the fa:ily living
or mononolize the homermzker's time. The homeniakers are
receivins 2 social satisfaction oy leadinge or takine
nart in these outside interests. i'rom Teble IX, the
church and scrool (including college) are the main in-
terests of tiie homeraliers Three of the homenakers have
nmarried riinisters, therelore o great deal cf tire is
svent by these hromemakers with the church. Four of the
Home Zconomics and "hree of the cther teach Sunde:-
school. The homeraliers interested in church are elso
nemters ¢l church grouus. One oI tihie non-houenmckers is

so involved in church life that she feels she is losing
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contact witl the livin~ o: cuher Tecnlec,

fraAT -

Laowl Las tumher snl ercent o: lomernclers iith
Intercsts Ouvtside tie [ one.

e r Tote Sconomics ~Tion-najors

uisice Interests I, Pct. ‘e Pols
Art 2 33
B3ridge-nlayvine 1 L 5 20
Cabin at lcke 1 L
Church 13 52 1L 55
Jivic Alfeirs 3 L 12 3 12
“‘ardenin-~ ¢ | 36 L 16
Golfin- 5N 20 G 36
Fusbant's job 3 12 2 12
Librawy sork L L
lusic L. 16 1 L
Crecanizetions 5 20 L 15
~ducation 1L 535 1C ,C
lravelluf il L.

et e — =— o — e et —

=

“he education intercst oo over hal? of the lome
Zcononics majors end & littie less than Lkall of the non-
majors is rccounted for br the nine homemalers -~'ho are
tecchers end the eleven Home Econonics ond seven non-
najos hushrnds hie are alfiliated with education. 4Elso
because treir chilfren are attendin school thery have
acouired an interect.

A scattered interest is shown by tie homemakers
“or ari, risic, bridge nlaving, traveling and ~olitics.
Art 1s a relrted subject o 'ome Icecnoriics and none of
thhese ma“ors ccrsicered it o2s an o tside in erecst. The
orcanizations that t' ¢ groun ig intereste’ in are

. 5. C,, Camrfire Tirls, Girl Scouts, 2¢l Cro3zs and
Anerican Jlosociaticn of Universit - "Jemen. Over onec “ourth

1

of the Houe iconomics ond

L

avout one-sixth ol te non-majors
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are interested in rardening. About one-fourth of the
lhomenckers -re interestec in =oli.

The findinrs inficate that the main outside inter-
este of tie horemakers are chwch and school. Thouch
interests are vericd the total number ol interests are
tiie same “cr each group.

Pleasures husvand and 'ife share. While many

husvands zrnd wives have di.r‘erent wleasure interests,
each tendin~ to gc his own wa~, it is ev'd=nt in these
~rcups that husbands and wives have common interests.
Table X indicates that over four-fiitiis of both sroups
are interested in s»orts. i.any of ‘- hese arz s ectator
sports, suci: as besket -z2ll, footiel’ and races. Twice
as man:® non-rniajors narticipate in golf -ith treir hus-
tands. Cre homemeker stzted it was cdefinitel s a family
s»ort.. Each weelr end and on holidars, the Tfamilv goes
gclfine, She spends marn - of her afternooiis goliin« with
her high school son. About half of the homemekers and
their husteards enjov fisiing. Again this is a sport
that 211 the family can enjors A few from each group
engage in tire sports o horse back riding, dancing and

virming.,



h ercent of usbtends & ive's
Thet Suers Pleasures.
“ore cononics][ ilon-rajors
- T i o o =
“leasures P Pct. i, Pet

dports 22 68 23
icnics 21, 96 19
Hoobies 15 60 12 1.8
Car riding 2 80 23 g2
iovies ¢ 36 1L 56
“elevision 7 28

~adio 17 68 20 80
‘raveline 19 76 1. 56
Zeadinz aloud ) 21 L 15
music 12 L8 11 Ll

N g e Y | T mae 1
P e - — —_— =T - = o - r—

About half fror: each groun share hobbies as onho-
togranhs, gardening, relinishing ‘urniture and stam»
ccllecting. around three-fourths ol eac: ~rouv shrred
the olezsvr-s of traveline and’ listenine to the radio.
Cver four--:-t''s of tle Lus-ands and wives enjov car
ridins, which is also a nlessure I the chil<iren. i=
sout hal? of therm enjov so..e type of music ~ith their
tushands and children. One homemcker stated, '"tihe only
tire ther sang wat -s-en they went car riding wvhich was a
definite part ¢f erniorin~ tre »ricde.” The area survered
sad good televisicn reception but only about one-forrth
o. the Home Lcononics and less than cne-half of the nen-
naiors hrd sets. The coaxients rere that the progrens
did no- meet their sta:dards. It a»ncars ‘rom this sur-
ve thet ccuples of the lYome Icoromics group particinate

to o rrecter e:xtent in picnics, hobbies, and travel than

do those o tme non-maiocra.
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These homemakers have a rreat deal in common with their
husands ard families. ot onlr do they enio- sharins
shectator snorts Hbut actualls participate in man s~orts,
It mar be inTerred that pleasures shcred now are the re-
’

sult of comnon ccllece exneriences,

Resnonsibilities hushand and wife share. Three-

fourths of the husbands and -ives share the res»ond bhi-
lity of raisineg their children. As on= Home Economics
honemaker stated, "tre children bothered me so much when
thev were babies that it was really my husbani who cared
for them" This romemaker had been married for 25 years.
Cther fa*hers assune thr duties of helping in the even-
inegs and on week ends.

TABLE XI., Number and Percent of Husbands and
‘/ive's " ho Share Responsibilities,

= = p——i e _———
Home Hconomics Norn-maijors

— Resnonsihility R, f Pet, Lo g Potd T
Care of children 23 92 22 38
iZleal preparation 13 52 ¢ 36
Dish prevaration 14 56 12 L8
Upkeen of “he house 13 52 9 36
Upkeen of the -rard 17 68 15 &0
Control of svending income 25 96 24 96
Shopning 17 68 1.4 56
lMakine home iunrovements 23 92 21 96

- - & = L e ——

Findines show most of the homemakers pre~arine the
meals. A few -~ the hushan-ds elv if the :ife -rorks, and
some enjov the cenm style of wockin~, Accordinc to Table
V, six of :he homemakers :Irom each rroun are emnloved,
One non-maior hod to learn frein her husband how to pre-

pare simnle dishes, About half of the lusbands of both

~roups help with the dishes. 4 non-maior housewife
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stated "that husband wanted to help »ut didn't do it well
enourh, so she would rather do it herself." Over half of
the wives and rusbands share the upkeev of the ard.

I ny of these couples care for the flowers jointly. Al-
most all of the homemakers share control of the income.
One vile denosits her husband's check, pays a>l bills and
does the buying as her husband is toco ‘usy.

Husb:-nds shop vith their wives as over half from
each group share this responsibility. One non-major's
husband buys all trke food on the week end for the weeks
meals. The wife plans her menus from the supply he brings
home. This husband acquired this hacvit for his mother and
then continued the vractice after he was married.

Alrmost all of the husbands from both zrouprs share
in making hcme improvements. The three husbands that do
not are not interested, haven't a knack for fixing and
it causes a state of frustration. One non-mz jor homemaker
stated their home was too small for their Tamily and they
would r~ve to secure ano her house. FHelping to build a
hcuse once was ero gh for her. Her husband was not in-
terested so they would buy a house alreadr built, so there
wouldn't “e an:- problems or decisions to make.

According to this tarle, in three-fourths of the
cases the f=milv responsibiliti=s are shared jointly. It
appears the hussands of home eccnomics share the resvon-
sibilit- to a rreater extent in meal prevaration, uvkeep

o house and slopring, than do husbands of non-riejors.
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Whether this is due to interest instilled bv the vife or
due to necessity cannot be determined from this date.

lelation of resvonsi:ilities hushand asnd :zife

share to homenaker's enrlovment. According to Table V

there zre six homemnakers from each group emvloyed. “he
husbends of the wives of both grouns who are ennloyed
do assure greater resvonsibility, as shovn by Table XII.
Over three-Iourths of the husbands of the employed wives
helr with neal vwrenaration. In conparison to *‘he unen-
ployed, le:s than half of tle LHome Zconomics majors and
less than one-"ourth of tie ron-majors heve husbands
thot share this responsibilit:,

TA3BLS XII. TGiumber arnd Percent of Homemakers in

Relation to Zlesponsibilities Husband
and Yife Share to hHomemalker's Emplov-

ment.
o — | Home Economics | llon-majors

Help Shared Zmploved*| Non-emp.f Emnloved}: llon-emp.

¥ fle | Pct N, JPct AN.J Pct.JN. [Pct.
i’eal prenaration 5 83|l 8| 425 83| 41§ 21
Dish washing O 100 8 L2 || 2 23110 53
Upkeep of house 5 €3 & | 42 |3 501 6] 32
Shopping 5 O 12 63 ]2 33|12 63

*[lumber of horiemakers emvloved “rom each group are six

Though the numhe:r is siiall, hushcnds of Home Zico-
nomics hoi.emakers helr with dishes tliree tires as much
as hush ncés of non-majors. Cver three-fourths o the
erplover Home Ecr-nomics and half of the non-majors hus-
hands share the upkeep o7 the house, while less than half
of the non-emnloyed of both gro::ps share this responsibi-

litv. Acain over three-Iourths oi the e:i:ploved Home
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Zconomics cnd less thon a third of the non-nzjors share
shonnin~, Cver hal? of the non-emnloved -sives are assis-
ted with the shopning.

In conclusion, the findings show that the hus-
ands of the emnloyed Eome Economics majors heln» more
rith these r~esv»onsinilities than do the husbands of the
non-major groun. Also, more husbands o7 the emvloyed
wives share the responsibilities of the home in compar-
ison to hushands of wives that are not emnloyed in both
grou»s.

“elp needed b homenakers for expressed pro:lems.

These homemakers have expdressed the »roblem helps neefed
socially as skills and interests that have not been ful-
£illed.

TABLE XIII. Number and Percent of Homemakers with
. Hel»ns Needed.

—

Home nconomics|l Non-majors

Problens N. Pct. N. Zche
Art 2 8
Cookinm=foods 3 12 5 21,
Child care 2 8 3 2
Humanities 2 g
Interior deco:ration 2 8 3 12
Nanagement of home 1 L
Lioney 1 L
Patience 1l L
Married children 1 I,
Sewinz 1 L, 10 40
Social 1 I
Time lManssenent 11 L, L 10

Tire management was the main need of these hone=
e kers., As almost half of the Heme Economics majors were

concerned it the amount of work and not enouch time.

Nine of the Home Eccnomics ma jors wanting heln» with time
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rranacment were young mothers. The remaining ones were
older "om n who were involved in many activities out-
si’e the hone.

One of the women w0 wanted help in art was in-
terested in antiques. Accor-dines to Table VII only one
non-major took a’'vantage of belonging to an art grouv.
w0 of the non-majors who iranted e:zira help in child
care were members of a child stud - group.

Some of the Home Economics majors desired extra
helo in child care, foods, interior decoration and sew-
ing. A few homemakers felt thev needed help sociallv,
in rmoner managenent, 2nd in managment of the hcme and
patience. The mother -ho was concerned +ith her mar-
ried children has two children who have three children
eachhs The mothers are vounc and tiie chiliren are spaced
close. Grandmother is plavin~ a definite role in rear-
ing these children.

Azcording to thie findings from Table XIII the Eome
Economics majors ~ere 2ble to recognize such nroblems as
tie management and r-ealigzed the need for ext:ra help in
some of the related subjects. Helvo in sewing was the
sreatest nees for the non-majors. It is difficult to
rnoi: to what extent situations encountered b non-:ajor
homemakers a2re recocnized b7 them os prcblems.

rovlens observed in the home., Few -roblems were

notice<” in the homes visited. No doubt this was true

because t™e homemakers vere college giraduates and had
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Hecn exvosed to various sudject material and e:zperiences.
Als> ve can say that there were no noticeabl: uifferences
in problems of the Home Ecconomics and the non-majors.
Observation leads one to ruestion the child guidance in
the homes of three of the non-majors =s will be noticed
by Tatle XIV, One child insisted on “eing the center of
interest and assumed that she was the one being inter-
viewed.

There were twice as many Home Economic majors who
lacked skiil in hoie arrangements. The homes of these
homemakers were not cozy or homelike. Also the homes
that were “isorderly were those with Home Eccnomic maj-
ors. As one homemeker stated, "Iy husband came from an
orderly home, but he has becomne accustonied to my house-
keeoing."” Only one home gave the impression of poor
rioney managemenc.

TA2LT XIV.e Rumber and Percent of Homemekers with
Selected Problams Observed in the Home.

— -

Home Economics Non-majors
| N. Pct. N, PEh,

Problems OUbserved

Poor adjustment to iealth 1 L
Overcrowding in home

Poor =djustment to new situa-
tions ;
Poor relationshi» between
husband and ife 2
Lack of skill in homne
arrangenent L 16
Low standard of personal
cleanliness

Question the 1onev management 1 L
Question the child guidance 3 12
Inefficiency in getting jobs
done 1 L
House disorderly 3 12 _

ok

13%)
oo
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<he onc non-major who was having trounle in get-
tins in%s done, scemed to be involved in too many ac-
tivities. Dur'ng the interview it was a continuous
ringin~ of the telepnhone for some event or sone nosition
that she held. The voor rclationship between hushand
and wife of the ei~ht per cent of the non-najors was
expressed as lack of interest of the husband in the
ferrily. The husbands were too busv with svorts that ex-
cluded <hr family.

e can sav from T ble XIV that few of th2 home-
makers h-d »robl:ms that interferred wit: their family

1omes o. Home

[

livine. The problems ooserved in the
Eccnomics majors as lack of skill in home management,
cuestion the moner management ‘and house disorderly in-
dicates either a lack of adenuate training or the
acquirirn~- of th~ ability <o apply learnings to hone
situations.

Value of college education in »nresent livinec.

Considerine the zroup as a whole, collese education is
believ:-d to be of value in almost every aspect of life.
lianr specific comments were made ~bout the trainings
which the homemeker received. The factors of age, type
of collegce attended, i'ind o” ma jor or if em~loyed or
not, dic not seen to cause large differences in the
attitudes held rerarding the valu: of their collece

education.
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Over half of tie homemale s Irou eaci: groun say
it has helvned themn in their social relations. Some
exnhasize the ability <o get along -ith other peozle
and to rneet new ~eovnle easily and enjoy them. As one
hcmemaker ztates, "It is a sense of social satisfaction
instead of dollars and cents. It is valuable in a college
towvn as nost of our Iriends are college graduates. The
ones without have a feeling of insecurity. iy daughter
sas, 'It is herd to realize the: some weople do not go
to collere!' " IFriendshivs were mentioned by many of the
homemakers. Cne hcmemaker has car:'ied on a round robin
viith collegz friends for ten vesrs and this surmer they
are havine a reunion. JSorme feel that ther are more
tolerant o ovhers through their college experiznce---
partlv through knowin< people of different races and
areas a:d —artl- froii the courses that they toolz. One
homenaker values the idea ti::2t she con belong to American
Association of University Women and L moving to a dif-
Zerent localit it is & means of meetinc women =ith
colieze b-rckgrounds.

A Tew of the homemakers value the personal sat-
isfacticns of their college education to their presen:
livineg., T. e  have a more rounded versonality. Some
f el that ith their education ther are able to b: lead-
ers in their church grouns and take an -ctive nart in

cormmutits and civic affairs. One homemzlker states that
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there isn't a dar that rcu don't have direct benefits--
as "~u pick u» 2 newsparter your viewpoinis are iniluenced
bv your collece cducation.

Some of the homemrkers believe that intellectua’ly
their education hes influenced them in makin - decisions,
to reason and think clearl-s and it has stimul-ted threm to
Turther their education and to do a vast amount o reading.

Over hali of the honiemakers from each group realized
the cultural value of their education. Some live a fuller
and richer life, and are more appreciative of their home

nd surroundin-s, One homemaker st-tes, "You get more
out o. living as it hel=ws wou find gozls and you know
vwhat is imrortant to vou. It enables -rou to keen inter-
ested in chenging times and to continue gocd reading ha':-
its." ©rcr some it has developed an appreciation of lit-
erature, art, music and a respect i'or others!' viewpoints.
Another homemaker states that it has given her a desire
Tor better things in l1life--a drive. It effects discrinm-
ination in ever: choice.

Over half of the Home Economics and less than half
of the non-majors mention the value of their education to
‘their nmarriage and homemaking. The hcme sconomics majors
feel the are »<iter able to understand and train their
children becauv:e o the child cevelooment courses trat
t»e - took. 7The non-majors also riention thev value the

home but ther <o not mention the asnects of homemakingz.
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Onc homenmaler 1:ith a Heme Economics 12 jor states, "Fome-
makins comes 1much easier Zor those with a major in hHome
Scononics as Zor meal plannin-c end weirching values.”
Another Home _cr-nomics major states that a Home Zconom-
ics major does nore ~lannins -hich makes the task easier.

As all of the homemakers have a proiessional ec-
ucation the—r vaiue the economic security of their
education. Three of the non-najors menticned that they
kent their certiiicates in force so i the had to teach
the could. tian of the Home Economic majors value the
ability to sew, tierelore bein- =ble to red:ce cost of
t~e clothes Zor their children. Also because of tleir
training tiiev thought the;” could save because t:..e - vere
better »urers.
The homemakers that valued the religion to their present
living believe tuat a Christian education stabilizes
rour faith and character. Also if var are relizious you
feel more secure in your being.

The attitudes expressed b~ the homemakers were
fairly homogenous. All of thie homemclers valued their

education Zor their ramily living.



CHAPTHR V

SUIZ ARY, COLCLUSIONS and RECCIIMENDATICLS

SUI1TARY

Higher education of women does present a complex
problem in »revaring hcr for living and making a living.
The outcome of this study shows homogeneous results and
ex ressed attitudes in relation to family living,

Tre facts ‘rom this studr can be reiterated as
being similar in i:any areas. ..ates selected had simi-
lar educational experience, which is one of the fac-
tors that leads %o mraritel success. The homemakers
were definitely interested in their majors vhile at-
tending college. Coeducation and attending a stecte
school was the usual rattern for higher education. The
basic satisfactions the homemakers derived from their
education were, social, a feeling of indewendence,
learnings of use in the home, learning to get alon~ with
others, and the many new interests that the: acquired.
Le:s than one-fourth of the homemakers from each group
were erm~loyed. Religion with its emnhasis on non-mza-
tcrial values and its contributions to full and e:fective

living has a cefinite part in the lives of these hone-
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mekers. These wviorien are interested in torld events and
trends of homemaking, accordins to the types of marazines
found in the homes. Three-fourths of tle cases show Tam-
ilv resnonsibilities os being shared by :ife and husband.
Fusbands of emnloyec rives share greater responsibilities
than those that are unemployed. The homemakers have a
great deal in comiton with their husbands and families.
Ilot onl+ do tiey share spectator sports but cctrally par-
ticipate in many s»orts. Lacl of skill in home arrange-
ment, house disorcderly, and need of child'guidance were
rroblems noticed in the homes., Professional organizations,
and church ercups take up niuch of the hone.iakers leisure
tire. All of t. e homemakers value their college education
for their present famil: livines. The main interests out-
side the home are church and school.

There were differences that came te light from
tiris study. The other majors realized tie valve of cer-
tain courses i;..en cne-=third vould like to teke hLome
economics. The horie economics women only wantzd addi-
tional "iteral art courses., Lowe economics maiors atten-
ded adult clas:zes and nake use of the material aveailable
from the Extension Devartment. FEome economics wonien
recosnizec¢ probhlems in whici: the:” neeced extra !-elp.

Tir e manarerent vwas e <efinite rrorlem Zor these home-

ralzers. tiien-niajors neede< help in sewing.



CO:.CLUSION

This study of liome Zconomics majors and Home
Economics non-majors has added information to that al-
ready knovm abvout the effectiveness of education for
family living. One emphasis of this study was the evi-
dence, if any, of satisfactory family iiving due to
application of subject matter learned. The Home Econom-
ics najors were critical to the extent of taking required
courses that ';ere too specialized, not practical and did
not develcp reasoning. The homemakers who attended col-
lege from twenty to thirty years ago 'ere handicapped by
not being able to take subjects in family living or have
a choice of varied niajors in the field. In evaluating
their education to present living the Home Zconomics
and Home Economics non-majors were equal in realizing the
social, mersonal and cultural values of 'heir education.
Twice as rany non-majors mentioned the intellectual value
gained from their college education. In the American As-
sociation of Universit: Women stud: made of colliege woiien,
it was found tha: ferer Home Economics majors recognized
the social, cultural and intellectual values than did the
other majors. The author found that in this study the
liome &Lconoriics majors valued <heir related subjects for
family iiving. In the Eillier,study there was 2 rela-
tionship that existed between values of Home Economics

and tre listed satisiactions. .Tiie Foster-i/ilson studr
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concluded tha® courses designed to rnderstand the per-
sonal, social and economic problems of lie were not
adequate. Cf{ten the courses were impractical. In con-
trast, th: éuthor found that the homenakers considered
their e<ucation as »nriceless and indirectly used every
dav.

As to similarities or differences in interests of
Home Economics trained homemakers and those with a ¢ener-
al education, the groups were hoitzogeneous. There vere
similarities as to size of family, education of their
children, emoloyment outside the home and types of mag-
azines in t e home. ‘‘he resmonsibilities and pleasures
husband and vwife share vere much the same. The Hone
Zconomics majors seem to take a greater interest in
adult clesses and using extension bulletins. Both
groups nave efinite interests in religion and education.
Accordinz to the study by .'oster and ‘/ilson, education
did not achieve religious orientation. The »resent study
implies that training in Home Economics seemed to make
family living adjustments easier than that of general ed-
ucation. ‘iusbands of Home ‘conomics majors share the
resnonsioility to a greater extent in meal prevaration,
unkoen of the house and shoppin~, than do husbands of
non-majiors,

This study cannot conclude$ that the Home Economics

major hoes the more realistic aporoack to family living.



lianv of the Home Zconcmic ricjors choose their najors
because of a nrewvaration Zor maerriage as well &s for a
career. Also the Homc Zcornonics maors were able to
recornize provlems ir their nomes, and realized the
nzed for extra help in some of tie related subjects.

As to the need <l curriculum chaznges in the hone
econonics program the non-majors expressec a desire to
take some of the r-lstec home economic courses. The
Forre Zcernomic majors desire additionel liberal art
courses, The lacl o skill in home arrangement, house
disorderl-s and nced ¢ help in money manarerient could
ir»nly that the courses should e rore practical, in
lhome Zcoromics.

Tre interview check list pnrovided deta necessary
in setting up the tsbles. This study has pointed up
some of the oprcilems in the horie and has revesled to
tl:e honenalker an avoreciation of the degree to which

she in her horie nas attained a satisfvying fanmily life.




RECCiZ_1Da TCK O STURYHER STUDY

A study like this, in addition to answering
definite ocuesticns and adding enphasis to facts al-
ready knovn, has brought to light the fact that
Horme Economics majors are not superior to other
majors in all aspects of fam:lv livins. It is the o=
pinion of the author that this ray be due to the fact
that ceneral education is raving mcre attention to
family living.

In relation to other areas of the countryv it
vould be interestin~ to do the same investigation to
see 1f results would e consistant for other sections.
Alsc a studv of & larger sampling, and of women vho
graduated rrom college at a niore closely related year
interval (such as 1642-1952) could be made, tc ncte if
rcsults "ould be consistant. Tie immortance of family
living education is on thle increesc and a‘ditional re-
search is nee~ed in corder to ceternine means to encour-
age other majors toc take these sibjects as electives.
lesearch is also directed to men taking courses in famn-
ily reletionsiiips, so that men and women heve the op-
pertunity to e:xnlore orovlems tegetier, ccrie to common
understandines and resvect other's viewooints. Another
point is to h<lp men o -ce the* the- ave more res»non-

cibilities tc their femilv tlan ‘fust the economic as:ect.
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A. TABLES

TABLL A, CLASOIFICATION OF GRCUZ ACCCIDING
TC OCCUPATION OF HUSZAND

Home Economics_dﬁon-mgiors
Grouping of No  Pect. N, Pct,
Professional persons 16 6L Q 36
Proprietor, manager, official & 32 1z L&
Clerks
Skilled worker--foreman
farnex
Semi-skilled worker
Unskilled worker
Ilember of Armed Forces
Student 1 L
Unemploved
Retired
Deceased* o L 16
Total 25 100 2D 100

%“Two husbands i;ere professiznecl nen and the other two
viere proorietors.,

TABLE B. VALUE OF CCLLEGE EDUCATION 7O PRESENT LIVING

Hone Economics lon-majors
Values Ve Pct. N. Dot

Social Relations

Social standin- 5 20 2 8

friendship--college 3 12 1 L

Other friendships 5 20 5 20

Understandins 1 L 1 l

Social skills 1 L 2 &
Personal Values

Self-con’idence, roise 3 12 3 iz

Sense of valurs o 2L, o 2L
Intellectually 3 12 6 2L
Sultural value

Znrichine<, broadenin~ life 10 LO 12 1,5

Art e=vpreciation L 16 1 L
liaarriage--Fomennkins

Better mother 7 28 6 2L

Happy Narriage 3 1z 1 L

Better hcmernaker 7 28 5 20
Cconomic Security 10 LO 18 72
~eligious Security 5 2C 2 8



TABLE C. IuALS USLD FCR FIFAICILG CCLLLGE EDUCATION

L e ———

Home Iconomics Iion-mzjors

licans used N, Pct. Iie ek,
Parents or relatives 20 80 22 88
Part tie work 10 L 9 36
Mull ti:ze work 2 8 3 12
Zducation fund 2 8
Loan I 16 3 12
G. I. Bill 1 L
b= ———y————————————— e e— e ]

TABLE D. BASIC REASON FCR HUI:zMAKKR SEIECTING LAJOR

Hore iconomics Non-majors
Besic reasons revealed __ N, Pct. Ile Pct,
Choice of -arents 1 L i L
Influenced b Zriends or
relatives S 32 3 12
Interested i that type
of course 20 80 2L 96
Had a job after rsradustion 1 L L 16
College offering nvar home 10 .0 L 16
Preparation for merriage as
well -5 a carcer ¢ 36
Didn't know vhat else to take 1l L 3 »r
Good field as wositions are
oren 2 8 1 L
TABLE E. Hiils U./HERSHIP O THE HOLELAKER
Home Zconomics :on-riajors
Home tenure N. Pet, = W, Rk
Heme oirned g 36 13 )
Horie beines bourht 6 2L 5 20
Horie rented 7 28 L 16
nent furnishecd 3 12 3 12
Totel 25 1CC 2 100




TABLL . 7I3ALS CF L.~

RIACGH I ELATICH

S
T0 HOE

OwWliaRSIP ALD BUYIRG

o —
——

—

Home ovmershin

Buyinz home

Years rnarried

Home Ec. Non-majors

Hcme Ec. Non-majors

N. Pct. N, Pet. MW. Pct. K. Pobe
O-+ver‘s 2 3 1 -I'.|.
5 - 9 years 2 8 1 L 1 L (] L
10 - 19 L 16 3 12 3 12 3 12
20 - 29 3 12 2 3 1l L 1 I
3C or no-e 1 L 5 20

TABLZS G. OCCUPATION OF

HOLY W NERSHIZ?

HUSBAID I RELAT
OR BUYIIG

TION TO

e

Horle ovmersnip

Suying Home.

Grouping of “Tome Zc. Nonema) Hor 2

] Ec, —majors  home Lc. lion-tiajors
occupation R et T, Pat.
Professional 6 2L 2 8 > 20 4 16
Proprietor,
manager, OIrli- 3 .
cial 3 % 9 36 1 b1 b

Students
Deceased 2




17

18l

2L

21.

23.

_ 3. Zducation fund
C. Pzrt tine work
_ _ D, Full tine work
el . LOan
vWhat »ractices did vou learn at colle~e that were a
carry over to -our hone?

- — = e—

Tflat res-onsivbilities do husband and wWite sShare?
A. Care of children

B. lleal nrevaration

. Dish washing

. Unkeep of house

Uvkeen of yard

Control of spending family income
Shoppinrg

. liaking home imorovements

HO O

vy

lar i}

- -

Whicn of these pleasures do husvband and vi_e share?
Soorts

Hobhies

Picnics

Car riding

Ilovies

Television

Radio

“raveling

Readin~ aloud

U e
L]

| 1
L=J' .tjl .C)

]
(S e o [ 15!
[ ] [ ]

|

Are leisure activities consciously planned by all
family menbers? Yes No
Tvpes of magazinass subscribed to or purchases made
A.Historyr
_B.oports
C.Hobbhies
D.Farm
" B.Aninals
F.Fiction

How is homemaker enrichins her life?
A. Attending adult classes

B. Using extension bulletins

C. Belons to child study groups

D. Belons to art groups

"E. Zelongin~ to professional organizations

F. Listenins or vatching homemaliine Hrograms on
o radio or television
_ G+ Study Clubs

H, Churcn grouns

'hat are your main interests outsice the home?

=
——
—_—

e e ———
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Problens
interview

T
[} [ ]

Q«H

Of what value is

aiolears

noticed that were not mentioned in the

Poor adiustment ts health (tecth--gzeneral
anpearance)

Poor adjustments to new situations

Lac! ohvsical necessitics as over crovd-
ine in housins.

Poor relationshi»n hetireen husbon:
wite.

Lac: of needed skill including skill
home arrrngement.

Lo s ndard of nersonal cleanliness
f.uestion t!.e money management
Question the child guidance
Jneffiency in gettin~ jobs done
House disorderly
your education

anal

in

“0 your nresent liv-

B =

e —




	South Dakota State University
	Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange
	1954

	The Effectiveness of College Home Economics for Family Living
	Imogene Van Overschelde
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1516297658.pdf.B2woA

