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Taken from American Potato Journal, volume 22, no. 1, pp. 18-21. 1945.

G. H. Starr

SUGGESTIONS FOR GROWING RING-ROT-FREEL POTA“OLS

A, Where grower has ring-rot in the potatoes that he now iz growing.

1.

2.

Dispose of alil potatoes known te contain ring-rot and do not use any
for seed the following year. ' - S

As soon ag the crop is removed from storage, clean out all bing and
the entire storage cellar where ring-rot infected potatces have been

~stored. Ventilate well to allow all surfaces to become dry.

Disinfect the cellar thoroughly by sprayving the soil, bin bocris and
all surfaces that have co.e in contact 74k the storﬂd potatoes. Coppsr
sulphate (1 pound to 10 gallons of water) or formaldehyde (1 pint to 15
gollons of water) may be used. Chlorinﬂted‘ccmpound such as B-K and
ouu\rs have been used successfully for this purpose, For a 2000 pp.u.

£ B-X use 6% ounces per 10 gallons of water. These should probably be
recommended in the order given. After snrayl-o, the cellar should bec
closed up tightly for several hours, cspecially where formaldehyde or
chlorine compounds are used. Later, it shculd be ventilated to dry it
out.

Disinfect all equipment that hes been used in connection with the
igging, sorting and storing of the potato crop. '

a. For sack disin

available. KA Tow minutes' exposure tc steam will kijl all ring-
rot bacteria. Coppor "uiuhuvc (at strength given above) nay be
used especially on older bags if the discoloration of the bags is
not considercd as impairing their valuc. In usging copper sulphete
soak the bags well in the solution for a few minutes, drain off an
spread out to dry. If formaldehyde is u sea, soak the dsgs in the
solution (of strength given above) for a few minutes, drain off
excess solution and cover for cne hour or more to sllow fumes to
act, Later, spread out to dry. Mcrcurnox or any other acid golution
should not be used on burlap bag

1fe ctlon, st Lam sterilization is reccmme adcq where
_("

QJ\.

UI

b. For basksis, sorters and similar equipment copper sulphote, formal-
dehydn or chlorine cempounds may be uscd o5 disinicctants. Whers
either formeldehyde or chlorine compounds are ussd, the spraving
can best be done in the cellar ot the sawe time tuuu the cellar is
disinfected. This gives a better concentration of the active vapors
with more effective results.

c¢. For the disinfection of planters and diggers, copper sulnhate may be
o

used at the strength proviously mertioned. All parts of these machinec
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