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SERVICEABILITY OF FABRIC BLENDS
OF NEW AND RECLAIMED WOOL

(A Progress Report)
By Helen M. Ward, Research Assistant

What is the wearing quality of garments made
from blends of new and reclaimed wool? How do
they compare with clothes made from all new wool?
"that percentage of reclaimed wool may be used in
a fabric without seriously decreasing its ser-
viceability? »

These are a few of the questions in the
minds of many homemakers today as they buy
clothes for their families. They realize that
wool manufacturers are now making a common
practice of extending their stock of new wool
by blending it with reclaimed wool. They also
¥now that these manufacturers are required by
law to indicate in the form of labels the per-
centage of each type of wool used in any product
containing wool.

In order to help answer these questions, the
Textile Ressaroh Department of the South Dakota
Agricultural Experiment Station has been experi-
menting for the past three years with skirts made
of fabrics containing different proportions of
new and reclaimed wool. New wool from Rambouillet
sheep raised at South Dakota State College and a
high quality of sweater clippings (wool waste
from processed but unused knit material) were
blended and woven Into four fabrics having dif-
ferent proportions of new and reclaimed wool,

The fabrics were then dyed navy blue.
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