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3.
Table 1. Percent of Farmers Reporting Various
Types of oteady Workers by Areas
$ : Types of Workers
¢ Total Farms : ¢ Paid Family : Unpaid Family : No Regular
Area Reporting :  Hired Men : Workers* Workers* s Worker*
All
Aress 1101 : 30.8 : 1.2 : 43.0 : 5.0
I : 30 : 3.1 : 11.3 : 43.0 : 43.3
II : 137 : 3z.8 : 11.7 : 43.8 : L1.6
III : <216 : 31.5 H 11.1 : 472 : 21.0
Iv 116 : A : 1l.z : 48 .2 : 35.
v oo 84, : z2.6 : 11.9 : 48.8 : 35.7
Vi : 81 : 32.1 : 11.1 59.3 : 19.8
VII : 165 : 35.2 : 17.0 55.8 : 26.7

#fxeluding operator.

These data tend to beer out the conclusion of a previous study of the farm

labor situation in South Dzkota that most of the labor on the typical South Dakota

farm is supplied by the operzior himself and
In 1939, cccording to the United States

farmers hired lzbor by the month.

by members of his immediate family.
Census, only 14.3% of South Dakota's

The percentage noted in the present study (43.0%)

means that a disproportionate number of those keepling hired men replied to the

questionnaire although with better crops and prices it may also reflect a temporary

rise in the proportion of farmers keeping a regular hired worker; possibly during

194« many farmers hired replacements for former family workers.

Seusonal Hired Help:

Men between the ages of 18 and 45 constitutad the principel source of

hired help during the 194« crop year.

reported having such workers,

seasoncl

Nearly six out of each ten farmers (56.8%)

Men over 45 years of age and boys between the ages of 14 and 18 were used to

some extent, the proportions of farmers employing them being 29.5% and <1.1% re-

spectively.

Wiomen were hired for seasonal farnm work by 1..6% of the 1101 farmers.

How many of these women actually worked in the fields it is imposzible to stute.

~4{ Walter L. Slocum, Vartime Mobilization of Farm Labor in South Dakotz, S. D.
Agricultural Experiment St-.tion, Rural Sociology Pamphlet No, 98, May 1942.







Figure 3. Percent of Revorting Fermers iho ixpect to Have no
vtoady Help Whatever in 1943, by srecs.
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necded by them. The machivnery listed most fregquently was o follows: grein bindar,
listad oy 5« farmers; threshing machine or combine, by 46; corn picker, by 40; tructor,
by 31; haying equipment, by <0; disc, by 1li; and cultivator, by 10.

Aoy L%

Transportation waes listed as 2 wajor obstucle to production by «h.9% of the

The interpretation to be piuced on these data, in view of ks impressive 1943
production plans of farmers, to be discussed in detail later, is thui South Dakotis
frrasrs are planning to do an "all-oul' job of war production bty sacrificing personal
comforts and working even longer hours then ucual. 1t is evident thet the farm
opsrator, who has wzdwiye been the major labor foree on most oScuth Dekotz forms, will
now constitute almost the whole of thatl lubor force on six out of ten farams. Evidently

we must depend upon the Yone-man fara® for most of cur wertime foud proauction in this

stute.

joN

mperabtive that machinery needs, especially for repairs be nei, an

".‘J.

It is

tiiat provizions be made te supply sdditional help during harvest and threshing periods.

Ey






Yuble 3. Comperison of 194« Production and
1943 Production Plins on & Poer Form Basiek

Number Per Fsarm
ftem 194 194

(o2

Percent Chunge

et

Totxl wervs in farm unit 731.0 7:0.0 - 1.5
Acres cropped <80.2 <75.0 - 1.9

.
O

Number of cows milked A
Number ¢f other cuttle =
Nunber of sheep und lambs 13
Bumber of hogs and pirs 6
Rumber of chickens 256.9

+ 6.0
.
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#1101 ferms.

Rather large increases in the nuaber ¢ lwoss v the nuaber of

chicikens arce irdicated. In thls connecticn it wwy be of intersot to nobe that

. o T e o R R T I A
a supplecerniery tubuletion shows that on 4.5% of tun 1101 {farms Ube number of

W

SN

mitk cows is being decrcused while on the seme firms tie number of hogs is being
incrzased.

Probavle 1942 Productloun Chcnges by ~raens:

inspection of the ures date precented in Tatle 4 und Figure 4 chows thut with

respect to most items of prodaction there is a remerkible =mount of conslstsncy in

tne 19543 production plung of the average furmer vegardless of

iil.

The avorage number of weres in the furm units of the reporiing farmers will
decline slightly in 1947 in all areoas except in aresz V shere 1t will increase
schewnat.

The average number of wcres devoted te crops will decline olightly iu every
arcu except sres VIL whers it is expected to increase ziightly. (Figure 4).
The cveraze nuaber of cowg milked will increszse in every zrsu--incrusases
runging up Lo 10% ars indicited for farmers in area ITL.  (Fi

o

There from arce Lo are. in rline owifectling other

in Lres LI plan to decresss bhe wieregs nuaboer ol such

]

-~

<iinels whils incrsures, renging up to 200 in areq V, wre indicuted for the other

areas. (Figure 4).
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