
South Dakota State University
Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional
Repository and Information Exchange

College of Nursing Faculty Publications College of Nursing

2015

Rural Characteristics Tool
Heidi A. Mennenga
South Dakota State University; University of Nevada, Las Vegas, heidi.mennenga@sdstate.edu

Laurie Johansen
South Dakota State University, johansenlauriejo@jacks.sdstate.edu

Becka Foerster
South Dakota State University, becka.foerster@sdstate.edu

Lori Hendrickx
South Dakota State University, lori.hendrickx@sdstate.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con_pubs

Part of the Nursing Commons

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Nursing at Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional
Repository and Information Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Nursing Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of
Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. For more information, please contact
michael.biondo@sdstate.edu.

Recommended Citation
Mennenga, Heidi A.; Johansen, Laurie; Foerster, Becka; and Hendrickx, Lori, "Rural Characteristics Tool" (2015). College of Nursing
Faculty Publications. Paper 8.
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con_pubs/8

http://openprairie.sdstate.edu?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con_pubs?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con_pubs?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/718?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://openprairie.sdstate.edu/con_pubs/8?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fcon_pubs%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:michael.biondo@sdstate.edu


Rural Characteristics Tool 

© 2015 South Dakota State University 

Developed by Heidi Mennenga, PhD, RN; Laurie Johansen, MS, RN; Becka Foerster, MS, RN; Lori Hendrickx, EdD, RN, CCRN 

For permission to use this tool, please contact lori.hendrickx@sdstate.edu  

 

This tool examines current knowledge and confidence in teaching rural characteristics. There are no right or wrong answers.  Please be honest and 

report your true reaction to each question by circling the number for the response that best describes your answer.  
  How do you rate your knowledge regarding the following rural 

characteristics? 

 How do you rate your confidence in teaching the 

following rural characteristics?  

 Not at all 

Knowledgeable 

Somewhat 

Knowledgeable 

Neutral Knowledgeable Very 

Knowledgeable 

Not at all 

confident 

Somewhat 

confident 

Neutral Confident Very 

confident 

Rural Environment   

1. Longer distances  1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
2. Travel conditions 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
3. Availability of 

transportation 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural Health 

Risk/Issue 
  

4. Occupational safety 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
5. Weather exposure 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
6. Health literacy 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

7. Underinsurance or 

lack of insurance  
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural Health Care 

Access 

  

8. Availability of health 

care services 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

9. Availability of 

primary care providers 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

10. Availability of 

specialists 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

11. Impact of public 

policy on rural health 

care 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural Health Care 

Technology 

  

12. Telehealth 

availability 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
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13. Availability of 

equipment 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural Nursing Practice       

14. Confidentiality and 

anonymity  
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

15. Availability of 

professional 

development 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

16. Expert generalist 

role 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

17. Recruitment/ 

retention of nurses 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

Rural Characteristics       

18. Delays in seeking 

treatment 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

19. Social support 

networks 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

20. Strong work ethic 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

21. Determination 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
22. Frugality 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
23. Lack of privacy 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

24. Church 

affiliation/religious 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

25. Resourcefulness 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
26. Self-reliance 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

27. Insider/outsider 

differentiation 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

 

Additional Comments:  
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