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FARM LAYCUT AND ¥IELD ARRAIIGEMSIT

Farm layout involves the location of the fTields with
respect to the farmstead and public highways, the size, snape
and number of fields, and the location of hog-lots, feed yards,
etc. In arranging or re-arranging a farm layout the most im-
portant considerations are convenience and economy @f opera-
tion. An ideal farm layout is so arranged that there shall
be a minimum of time consumed, no retracing of steps and no
lost motion in deoing the routine work of the farm.

Relation of Ficlds to Farmstead and Highways

The distance from the farmstead to the fields and the
ease or difficulty of access to them is an important con-
sideration. The land to be farmed by one outfit should be
in a compact body. Men often rent additional land from one
to three miles from their home farm. The time lost in going to
and from work on this land may very easily eat up the profit
from the additional acreage. TFields should not only be located
. as near the farmstead as possible, but they should be easily
accessible, As many fields as possible should border on the
farmstead. This avoids the necessity of having lanes, which
are wasteful of land and fencing. When lanes arc necessary
they should be wide and considered as an extension of the pas-
ture. When made in this way the sod is less likely to be ruin-
ed by the tramping of the stock in wet weather. Wuch time can
be saved by having gates to ficlds and lanes of a sort that are
eaSily opened and closed. Since most peoduets of the fieclds
are hauled to the bams or directly to market, the relation of
the fields to the public highways is important. Other consider:
tions are economy in fencing and ease of shifting stock from ci-

fileld te laneothe®,



The Sige, Shapée sngd Number of Fields

T — —

large fields are easier to cultivate than small ones,

Seee famms lanre cut up. by dakebedd, slowghs; gullies or rails

3

roacs and have many esmall, irregular-shaped fields. The many
commers and the large amount of turning necessary in tilling
them meke fields of this sort uneconomical in the use of labor
and machinery. For the most part, the land in South Dakota is
level or rolling andé the fields large enough for the economical
use of mocdern farm . macliinery.
Rectangular faelds half agein or twice as long as wide
are well suitecd to the use of machinery. Square fields re-
guire less flencusmgh . cut umless they are very large and can
e cut in two when harvesting, are not so convenicent to work
as rectangular fields. A square 40-acre field requires 240
ROCS ©ff Hencunrg,  whi le a-fieldd of the same size U660 neWSs
long and 40 rods wide rcguires 340 rods of fencing to inclosée it.
The number of fields should correspond toe the number of

years in the cropnping system that is followe

o

on the farm,

@

Thus, if the plan calls for egqual acreages off wheat, corn,
anc sweet clover, there should be ihree fieldls. If a five-
year rotation is followed there would logically bhe five
fields., It is desirable that the fields on a farm be nearly
equal in size so as to call for albcocut the sane amount of labor
and the same machinery year after year. The number of years
in the cropping system that is followed will therefore de-
termine not only the numbesr of fields, but on a given farm,
tlde 'sazietof the fields.

Other factors afiecting the size, shape, and number of
fields are the type of farming follawed, the amount of live-

stock kept, the size of the farm, and the wishes of the in-

dividual farmer.



Hog-lois and Feed-yards

The raising of pigs and calves is an important enterprige
on most South Dakota farms. Pigs and calves m2ke econtmical
gains on pasture, especially when they have an abundanca of
fresh water and a certain amount of skimmilk and gradin. For
convenience in feeding and watering, the pasture should be
near the farmstead. On many farms the pasture is divided into
two, three or four fields and the .stock rotated from one field
to another. This makes it possible to have a variety of pas-
ture crops and let one field recover while another is being
used. It also lessens the possibility of infecting the pas-
ture with diseases and parasites.

Shelter is a primd requisite for feed-yards, as is also
good drainage and sunshine. Buildings make the best shelter
and high-board fences can often be used to connect two or
mere budldirdgs te inerease the sige of the yawd ang provide
additional shelter. Wind-breaks and shelter-belts are helpful
85 ary® alse siraw-stacks mear the bamm, bwt they do wot bake
the place of buildings and board fences in providing a warm,
comfortable feed-lot for stock on winter days. If a feed-1lot
faces the south and has a good slope it is doubly sure to be
warm and dry.

On the fecllowing pages are sketches of two farms showing
field and hog-lot arrangement. .Study them and then make a
sketch of your own farm ag it is and another as you would like
to have it, making any changes that you think would meke for

convenience and the saving of time and labor in doing vour work,

NOTE: A study of farm layout and field arrangement is hardly
complete without some reference to the location of the farm-
stead, the arrangement of buildings, water supply, wind-breaks,
garden, and dwelling. A good discussion on these subjects 1is
found in Farmers' Bulletin No. 1132, "Planning the Farmstead"
and club members are urged to read it. '
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This pictures a very good arrangement of fields, farmstead and hog.lots on a 320.-acre Scuth Dakota
farm. It contains five 60-acre fields, four 3.5-acre hog-lois and a 6-acre farmstead loccoted on the high-
way and near the center of the farm. The crops grown last ycar were:; Field A, pasture; Field B, meadow;
FRi8 € conns Hield Dy wheat) leud mies Fiedd B, oatie and barley. Field &' s a pesmenskbrasture, FisidiB
ic partly native hay and partly alfalfa., The other fields are rotated so that corn is grown on each field
cvery third year and small grain the other two ycars. The hog-lots furnish plenty of pasture for the pigs
thaot are grown., One lot is planted to flint corn and soy beans, two to alfalifa and the cther to a mixture
cf cvals, barley, rape and peas.
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This sketch shows a suggested field and hogf-lot arrange-

rnent for a iI80-acre farit in 3outh Daketa. I¥ eortains fiye 27-

acre fields, three 6-acre hoz-lots and o 7-acre iaristcad. The

: cfonning systen suggested for the far on the nreceedins vmie

n =
itight be wsed here, or, i fiel A aml the heg-lots would Iurs

nish' enowgh faay smd .vasturs for Teel stech:, thea Two of the
other fields could bde nlanted to corn and the oL MY Lwg Uo

b T
srall grain., This would reculire plowing of these Tields only
gvery other vear. The hom-lots might then all be seedesd to
alfalfa or soie other leswic and used as Dasture for cattle

as well as hogs.



i
*;
]
P
i

|

i

[
i
i

in -

Sketeh your farm shewing location of fields, farmstead
and hog lots.

Compare . your sketch witn those ocn the preceeding sages.

Cowld" yooy fields rand Lows be re-aramged o &S Ho:
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On ‘this paze -sketeld your farm ae you would like to have
it, making any changes from your present plan that you think
would save time and labor in doing your work and thus make for

grgater aeffieciency and economy in operating the farm.
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