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The Best Variety of Corn to Plent:

There is no best verietv of corn to plant for South Dakota,

Our state 1is too large and different sections nave widely vary-
ing conditions, making it impossible to pick any one variety
which is =2 Anted to all sections of the state.

The best variety for any one to pHlant would be the variety that
does the best in his wmarticular locality. Generally sneaking,
it is not advisabhle to transport seed corn long distances,

In practically everyv district of the state there are certain
rarieties that ~re unusually successful, Usually it is safe

te zrow these outstanding varieties, In Circular We. 101, of
tedls 9ame series, jyou will Timd the standard-bred variet ies for
South Drketa, Do not try to raise 2 corn that has noor chrences
Of meNEurinE Often you see indivicduals who claim they can
raise big "e corn in certain sections anc they then import some
larger varieties. fiern tea® gtare, bat until the warleyy
becomes acclimated, thne bro“rer is not at all sure of getting a
crop,

The wariety o g¥ovg bher, 18 the wariety thet will mature snd
one that is pure-bred ard is o~ good yield

The Kind of E~rs to Seiect for Planting:

It is always n~dvisnble to save more then sufficient seed corn
Yor plenting the next season's crop in order to afford an oppor-
tunity for further selection. This selection snould bhe done
durans The sifditer op eaTly shkime, aftel fhe edrn Has hecome
fully dried, On most farms the month of February 1s the most
convenient time fer thnis work. The cornrn should e taken Jown
from the hangers or curing racks and shrend out on a takle

in a well-lighted room. The room should ~2lso be warm and com-
Tortabvle so that you can devote your entire attention to the
study of corn.

Coonerative Extension Work In Agriculture and Home Economics, W. F.
iTumlien, Director. Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress
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After spreacding the corn on the tatrle, carefullv examinre each
ear, removing one or more kernels in order to study the kerrnelis
as well as the ear., Discarcd those ears which are objectionablie
as regards purity, ‘Soundness, maturity, size, shape and uniformi-
ty, or which are very d0f1ﬁ¢€ﬁt in any of the essential points
that distinguish a good secsd ear.
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The shape and size of the kernel is very important in the selec-
tion of a good seed ear De ira®vle and undesirable shapes are
given in the drawing bclom.
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The kernels in the upper row are all of good shape, well propor-
tioned and strongly developed throughout. Pair 5 is weak at

tHe tip ahd tob Founded at thie evowh. Pals @ 18 dhclined 4o be
chafi®. Pair 7 is toe bread and shallew. Pair 8 iz teo point-
ed and weak at the tips. The germs should be large and smooth,
The backs of the kerncls should be clear and horny in composition.

Testinrg Corn for Germin~tion:

Seed corn, which has bheen carefully gathered and cured, should
sprout all right but there is only ope-salfe plan-eof nrov1ng its
vitality and that is by testing 1is germination. Weak and decad
ears must DE Avolded 1f & IUll cFop iS5 t0 De hervested. The
following table shows the rcsulis of a test conducted by the
Iowz. Experiment Station:

¥o. of kernels No. of No. of Y ieliligl per Decrease in
tested from strong kernels Acre(bush- yicld per acre
each ear kerncls desd els) (tushels)
6 6 0 o, B 5 @IS
6 5 1 65.4 QY
6 4 e R b5, B
6 S 3 §¢. il 25.0
6 < 4 42. 1 33.0
6 1 g 39.4 5 e

From this experiment we car readily see that it pays to s>lect
only those ears that have a2 test of approximately 100 per cent.
O0f course, there arc other causes that might reduce the stand
but this one cause can be entirely controlled,

Complete 1nstruct10ns and pictures of the rag-dcll seed tester
are given in Farmers' Bulletin, 948, which accomprenies this
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Other methods include the saw-dust Tox and the soné hox which
ale 21so memy ageod metlio@s i -Tor 211 erdimary purposes the
Enl

reg=doll metBod, 28 outlined iw FTermers' Bulletin 948, is very
sati sf cetpi.

Prepar ing the Good Ears for Planting:

When the seed corn has bheen selectecd and tested and the weak

and dead' ears hawe been diseardeld,; tire: small irreszular tEip
xernels and the large butt kernels shouwld be shelled off, main-
1y because: tiiey will noit drep evenly fzom, the nlanter, iy it
best to shell each ear by hand senaratelv in = rasin or hox

and observe the size and quality of the kerneis. In case an ear,
wihen ishe lled” shéwsy meny! molldy, retten lor Teracked kernels, the
grain may be discarded, and it is possible also to grade the
dernels in this way in regard to size and uniformity.

TieMest importen t Feasel for grading according. e sipe of
leempiellla 1is) F dny (eRder Ealt tie planter “may: kel gidjusted fop pllant-
ing each grade uniformally, which may te done by testing the
pllantter, Suskn a8 Bilfiferentt pllates, »unt ily the rigkt plate 2rdiprop-
enk aldijus tmensewofs thien milAnter|lis idevermined which willl dreptohe
reginred numserSol Nlcern@ls" ner+hidld, This method of shelling
ard grading seed corn by hand does not require any special
machinery but a fanning mill o ~ simnie hand grader moy be used
to advantage to take out the thin end ill-shaped kernels and

gkl Meside. offt ™ el claaifity  Ef mzchl chali ddilrerels) to thie) jisipee okt - ke
lzcionels) ailf nayaniticrficre wilttia ‘thel meign liemisty (of | thel "drompn Lo
is well to beat the grain in a sack or tread it in a *ox for

a few minutes before running it throush the grader or fanning
TEINLSNS

Hand somt nrgsticissheilflied commnisisiisomeininels! ipraiciviiceic s lnntifianis
method can hardly he recommended for general use tecause of its
expense and slowness., When larse guantities of seed corn are
prepared for plarnting, tGhe opeErster 18 justified in using mas
chines for skelling and grading and thus hasten the work and
reduce the cost., A good seed corn grader will remove most of
aesNireEuiizn=ishapedildeneiist ahldi siorttl e 'sleed clorn, wba' Hwe on
three grades almost as well as it can Ye done by hand, Wiaen-

e secd los BEER Snaded, Elemed ghd fested for the vilanier,

it should ke put in sacks containing atouit- one-half trushel each,
carefully labeled and hung up in a safe div place until ready to
ekt

References: "Testin,; Seed Corn®" Agri. Ex. Pul. No, 59,
Iowa. State College, Ames, Iowa,

"Top Notclr Corn Crops” Farmers' Bulletin No. 4
Emerson-Brant ingnam Implement Company,
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