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‘Resolved, That winter dairying is more profitable than
summer dairying under present conditions in South Dakota.’

Briefifor the-Afif irmative

Winter dairying is more profitable than suminer dairying-be-
cause:
A. Prices of butterfat are higher in the winter than in the
summer.
1. "hile it is true that less milk is produced in tne vin-
ter, the price is’ enodough higher to more tham o0fiset thifl
feet,

Cows freshening in the fall produce more butterfar th

o)

cows frechening in the spring.
1. They produce all winter and then when the grass gets
green tiney practiczally "freshen" again, while
2. Cows calvifig in the spring go down im tThéir milk flew
during July and August -on account of
A. Wxcessive heat,
O. Flies,
c. Short pastures, and
3. It is seldom possible to get them vack to profitavle
production again.
C. Labor is cheaper and more plentiful in winter than in the
summer.
1. Tne monthly wage for hiired help is lower.
2. Where winter dairying is practiced nen are often hired
by the year and suckh labor 1s cheaper and more depend-

able than that hired for short seasons.




1
fae}
]

[}
+h
=g
=
m
b
+
!'—l.
'»-';
(¢}
ct
o
Qv
>
4
V]
p.a

rLoTe

?'J/

3. The operator 1a;
can fird profitable enployinent for several mentlis
when he weuld not ctherwisce te Tully emploved,

4, VWinter dairving thus balsiices the farm Yusiness and

a full wear's work for the men on

=

ot
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makes possit

w

the farn.

D. Fall calves do better than spring calves, for,

i

=

There is-more time %o care fcr them pRopely im the
winter.
2. Trhey are ready to googasture in the syring.
BE. COHCLUSIOF., Vinter dairying is thus niore profitable
than suminer dairying, because

1. Prices of outterfat are higner in winter then in

2. Cows freshening in the fall produce more butteriat

thian tiiose Treshenin

e}

in the spring,
3. Labor is cheaper and mecre plentiful in winter than i=n
sumrer.,

4, Pall calves do better than syring czlves,

L -

Brief for the Negative

INTRODUCTION  'Resolved, That wirnter dairying is more

profitable than suwmer dairying UNDER PRESEYT CUNDITICKHS in
South Dakota.!' The Hegative grants that muci: of what the
Affirmative has said in favor of winter dairying 1is irue, or
would be under icdeal conditions. Howvever, the affirmotrive
has missed the .issue entirely, for
1. We are not debating this question for southern Wiscon-
sin, nerthern Illbnois or ¥immesota, but for

2. South Dakota UNDZER PRESENT CONDITIONWS.
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The Yegative contends that UNTDR PRESENT CCNDITIONS in

dairying, because
A. Most farmers are noi equipped for winter dairying, for
1., They do 29t have the large, warm, weil-ventilated,

well-lighted btarns that are necessary.

a. These dairy barns are expensive,

surance and depreciation.

ar
1

wouth Daketa] swmer dairyine i@ more profitable fhen winte

t, They cause a high overhead for taxes, interest, in-

c. They are beyond the reach of noest South Dakota farn-

ers under present conditions,
2. Theyq.do noi ‘heve the right kind gf feed,

a. Silage 1s aliiost a necessity for winter dairying

and few farmers in South Dakota have silo®, #

4

Alfalfa hay is another imporiant winter feed for

o'

dairy catile, and, while the acreage of alfalfa is

increasing, there is not enough of it grown in South

Dakota UNDER PRESEIT CONDITIONS to justiiy our recom-

mending winter dairying. #
3. They do not have a conveniernt water supply.
a. In some parts of the state water for stock must

<=

come from artecsian welle or from daxnis.

(1} The artesian wells are expensive and UNDZR
FRESFNT COWDITIONS nary farmers do not have

(2) The dems are usvally some Gistance from the

barns ang during severe weataer,

(a) The eattle must go thirsty, or

tnem.,

# The State Tax Commission's Report for 1922 shows that there
are 3500 silos and 518,351 acres of alfalfa on the 7€¢,000 farms

in the state.




{b) Suffer 1rom celd and exgeosure in going to and from
the cdam, and

(e) 1n either case the miix flow is lessened and profits

S

{
Y

are reduced.

B. Cows producse more butterfat on pasture tran on dry feed.
1. While it is true that buttierfat is cheaper in thre
suminer than in the winter the large production more

than overcomes this difference in price.

- Ly

2. Green grass is the cheapest fezed we have.

]

3. It is Naiureis great milk-producing rasion.
C.Family labor can be utiliized to a greater extent in the

sumrer than in the winter, for

1. Chiidren are not in school and cen help with the
milking.

2. Women, who would object to milking in tae winter
under ccaditions that prevail on many farms at the
precsent time, will often help in the summer.

D. Spring calves do better than fa21l calves, for

X. They are raisecd out- >

3. After a suwrmmer on grass they are better able to
treughk it"® thru the next winter as many of them have

~

B. CONCLIJSION. The burden of proof rests with the Affirma-

tive and they have spernt most of thzair time yproving

things whichk we aamit to be trus. However, they have
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riiesed the issue in this detate in tnat their agruments do not

apevly to Soutk Dakota UNDER PRESE¥MT COFDITICONS, The Negauive

hae sought to prove that DER
Dakota summer dairying is more profitable than winter dairying,
because

1. Most farmers are not equipned for winter dairying,

2. Cows produce more butierrat oh pastiure than or dwy feed,
3. Family labor can be utilized to a greater extent in the

summer, and

4, Spring calves do better thar fall calives,
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asons for Ereshemnimg" bx H. H. Jenes
is included shis =2id 1 E eR T ehds s
Jjeet, which “n; Ye got y i tc the LDxtension Ser-
vice, State Celliege, Brookings, is listed Dderow;
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"Raw Materials for the Dairy (Feeds)", by H. M. Jones,
"Does Dairy Farmivg Bay?" by H. M. Jones.
The Housing of Lairy Catile," by ®E. ¥. Jones.
"HMore fows or Beswer Care, Whieh?! ents Mo SOR@S.
vane Delry @ a Fourde ef Profit." By B, M. Jpeed.
"Green Teed for nter.® by H., M, “Jones,
"Green Feed for Swuzmer.' by By M. Joriess
“Markets for Dairy Producis.' by EL W -FUnes
"Water for Dair: by H: M. Jdones.
Arnual Eeport, & te Dalr : cliation 1306,

Annuzl 7vko:t, : et g TS EDL

Ty f lilenlee o ; on rroauption and ircome
from Dairy Ccws" 2nzsrtment of Agriculture Bulietin 1071




V.1

SEASONS FOR FRESHENING

The proper time of the year for dairy cows to freshen
s a swbjeet of freguemt diseuseion. The gemerad tendency if
tec have cows freshan in the spring of the year. For instance,
in South Dakota in 1922, about 67 percent of the volume of
dairy products was produced during the period from April 1 to
Oetober 1, and the remaining 33 percent during the balance of
the year, the winter months, This indicates that the greater
portion of cows freshen in the spring. During the previous
year, 1931, only 27 percent of the dairy products were produe~
ed during the six so-called winter months, Apparently there
were more cows freshnening in the fall in 1922 than there were
in 1921, Are farmers on the right track in thus shifting to
more fall freshening?

There are arguments in favor of both fall and spring
freshening. Obviously, the farmer who is suvplying a city re-
tail milk trade must have cews -freshening at all times of the
year, But he is in the minority so far as the dairy business
in general goes, Qur chief concern is with the isclated farki-
er who separates the milk, sells cream, and uses the skinmilk
for growing livestock. He represents the average farmer and
does perhaps 90 perceent of the dairying.

There are several advantages in having cows freshen in
the Fall provided sufficiént Labar and adeguate howsing are
available. Butterfat brings a higher price during the winter
men'tias: labgr is usually eheaper and more plentiful; there is
more time in which to care for the calves properly and they

are ready to go on pasture in the spring; the pasture season
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acts as a stimulus to production and thus wvirtually gives two
"Freshenings" a year: and the period of low production, July
and August, comes at a time when flies and heat would cause
low production anyway.

The eqw fresheming in the SpEing, em the other hand,
yields exceptionally well during a period of cheap product-
ien. Unfortumately, however, butterfat is alse wusually very
low in price at that time., The spring freshened cow is al-
most sure to receive a set-back with the coming of heat,
flies and short pasture and it is unusual for her to rally in
production for the winter months. Yevertheless she must be
fed all winter and probably on a very small margin of profit,
if any, until she freshens again the following spring.

The United 8tates Dairy Division has compiled some in-
téyetting faets in regard te the most profiteble seasotis for
freshening and has reported them in Departiment Bulletin 1071,

Their results may be summarized Briefly as follows;

Season of i No. of cows » Butterfat : Income cver
freshening - studied « pEodueliion . . ceost of feed,
Spring . 3,196 i 236 i_ $70.30
Summer ; 1,328 ; 236 X 66,59
Fall : 2 862 : 268 ; 75.65
Winter s B.sgd ; 258 ; 75, 66
Total or Ave. E 10,870 ; 252 j 735.36

Cows freshéning in October yielided the most busterfat,
274 pounds, while cows freshening in June produced the lowest
average, 224 pounds, Cows freshening in December returned
the largest income over cost of feed, $81.01 while those fresh-

ening in July returned the least, $63.93.



IvV-3

The cost of feed was considerably higher for the winter
months than for the summer montha with their cheap pasture,
But when the total feed cost for the year was considered,
thers was not much difference between cows freshening in the
various seasons,

The cost of roughage was found to be practlcally the
same regardless of season of freshening. The cost of grain,
however, was #9.23 more for the fall freshening cow than it
was for the spring freshening. In spite of the increased feed
cost, the fall freshering cow produced 32 pounds more of butter-
fat and $5.92 more income over cost of feed thar did her sis-
ter freshening in the spring. Thus the evidence is in favor
oif the eow freshening in the fall ¢r ¥The yezr,

It must net be inferred that under &l]l conditions falk
freshening is the plan to rollow, It would be folly for a
farmer with littlie or no barn room to plan for fall freshening.
He must make the best of a bad situation and continue his
surmer dairying until he can avail himeself of 2 geod barn,
and anple feed and water. But a man who is forcecd to follow
such a practice cannot expect the maximum profit from Lis cows.

The time to plan for winter dairying is during the pre-
ceding breeding scason. The mistake of payving no attertion
to the breeding dates is a costly one. A time should be set
for Preeding amd a reverd kept of the date, Winter dairying
is unquestionably the most »nrofitable for the farmer who is
éguipped to carry it on. If a farmer want€ to engage in the
dai®y¥ business in earncst, he should plan to do a2 large portion
of his milking during the winter mcnths, at any rate more than

ig being done at present,
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