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TA® RUNT PROBLEN IV LIVISTOCK

Are runts a necefsary evil or can they be largely, if net
waclly, prevented; Several hundred practical stockmen wer
interviewed on this subject by the United States Depariument
Agriculture, and aceording to their opinions, pvased on exper
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ence,; the rpunt problem can largely be prevented.

Ay grieiat, vardabion' da “sizie of "animezils exisits., The” wriSer
for instance has sezn mature bulls on the 8+, Louls narkets

grown in the Ozark Mountains , that would weigh
200 pounds. ‘At the American Royal Livesiock Show, held in
YVansas City, Misscuri, during the same year, a 5,100 pcund bull
vonr grand championship, The name of this bull was Hartland
Woodford and hs wvas from the adjoining state o

Judgement .of . gooG stockmen reliable .

The farmers interviewed were stoclkmen willh suite depénd-
able judgments. The average run of -farmers Were not consider-
ed. Thkat the people interviewed werc good students of the
livestock business, as well as practical stockmen, is indicat-
ed by the fact that a large pereentage 61 thea ewntd catile
officially accredited as free from tukerculosis. Others were
cooperating with tne United States Depertrient of Agriculture 1in
a "Better Sires - Batter Stock? campeign.

Losses verv great

Replied from 588 stoekmen show-that With even this better
clagis el stioclk-ralsers), #kere: is al runtidng ©F (7 sercent jof Hhae
animals, These stockmen likewise estimated that the runtiing
of Siwir s#sek cut down their Tinameial returas by 13 perbenit.
Thefe peFeentages ' given wmaturally would be cofisidewred low hie-
cause of Hhe Tact that they apPly & the figures giwen L Hhe
better class of farmers, Suppose, nowever, that the figures
Wer e aveRaieels Feor the, demesitile Yilvelsikock, the %-sSrigent of Hhe
200,000,000 donmestic animals would mean that there exists
14,000,000 head of runted stock in this country. Hogs, accord-
inig e 18416 of these stock-raiseres, developsd the highest per-
cantage of runts., The average runting of hogs was a little
above 19 percent which would of course be a low average for
the general run of hogs in this country.

Defeetive Wecding and feedipng aFe e ehicf caouses Tof

& g
runts, The purebred animel has vary few natural borr runts in
comparison to the runts born from scrub stock. On tihe other
hand 85 percent of the runty animals becore such before ovirth
gnd shex¥hy after weaning, Tals €ach shiowE thie sign if icgnee of
good feeding during the early life of the animal.




PRIVCIPAL CAUSES
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