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South Dakota  
State and County 

Demographic Profiles

Introduction
South Dakota’s Demographic Trends
Several of South Dakota’s demographic trends are 
particularly important for planning. This introduction 
highlights significant trends that are occurring in South 
Dakota’s counties.

Rural Depopulation 
Many of South Dakota’s rural counties reached their peak 
populations during, or even before, the 1920s. Addition-
ally, several of the counties that lost population between 
1990 and 2000 are projected to continue losing popula-
tion, due to out-migration and low birth rates. Farming-
dependent counties are particularly vulnerable to popu-
lation loss, particularly those that are not adjacent to a 
metropolitan area.

Population Growth in Metropolitan Centers, Along the 
I-29 Corridor, and Among Counties with High Ameri-
can Indian Population 
Each of South Dakota’s eight metropolitan counties 
gained population between the 1990 and 2000 Census. 
Sioux Falls and Rapid City continue to attract migrants 
from rural counties. Also, most counties along I-29 expe-
rienced population growth between 1990 and 2000 (only 
Deuel and Grant counties experienced population loss). 
Finally, most counties where at least 50% of the popula-

tion is American Indian experienced population growth 
from 1990 to 2000. Only Mellette County experienced a 
population decline. Most American Indian counties have 
young populations and high fertility rates.

Out-Migration of Young Adults  
One of the clearest trends is the out-migration of young 
adults. The exodus of residents aged 20 to 34 is apparent 
in many of South Dakota’s counties. This is especially 
true for farming-dependent counties. Out-migration has 
created an age imbalance that is evident in the population 
pyramids, showing an echo among the youth because of 
the many women of childbearing age who left.

Increasing Elderly Populations  
The median age of many of South Dakota’s rural coun-
ties show that we are getting older. Of South Dakota’s 66 
counties, 24 have 20% or more of their population aged 
65-plus. Again, the out-migration of youth leaves a higher 
percentage of older residents behind, concentrating the 
aging population in those counties. 

Declining Number of Farms  
The 2002 Census of Agriculture makes it quite clear that 
South Dakota’s total number of farms is declining. This 
occurs as farms grow in size and net earnings. 
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Considerations 

These trends pose some important issues for consider-
ation. For example, what do county commissioners need 
to consider as they plan for a declining population? As 
residents leave, basic services such as grocery stores 
and health care also decline. Higher fuel prices make 
it difficult for rural residents to travel to get necessary 
services. Also, depopulation continues to impact South 
Dakota’s schools. As the school-age population continues 
to decline, rural areas face increasing likelihood of further 
school consolidation. Finally, the relative scarcity of 
young workers keeps people working well past ordinary 
retirement age. 

Possible solutions include focusing on economic develop-
ment in rural populations. Also, SDSU’s Horizons Project 
has built a community-based approach that has empow-
ered community members to seek solutions to community 
issues they see as important. Members may be able to find 
some way to retain or attract youth into their county. 

Methodology 

Population Trends and Projections Population projections 
for this report were taken from the State Data Center in 
Vermillion. A cohort-survival model was used to calculate 
state and county projections. This rate uses a set of rates 
for births, deaths, and migration to determine the popula-
tion at a later point in time. This technique assumes that 
these rates will grow linearly, meaning they won’t change. 
The limitation to this method is that projections are based 
off a mathematical equation that has no way of predicting 
economic and social events that impact the population. 
For example, the drought may make the migration rate 
higher than would be expected using the cohort-survival 
method.

2000 Population Pyramids Data for the population 
pyramids comes from the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau. A 
pyramid was created in Microsoft Excel for both each 
county and the state. The age and sex of each cohort must 
be known to construct the pyramid. Pyramids graphically 
display the age and sex characteristics of the population.

2020 Population Pyramids Data for the 2020 population 
pyramids comes from South Dakota’s State Data Center. 
Population-projection figures are calculated using current 
fertility, mortality, and migration growth trends. These 
projections assume that past growth trends will remain 
constant and are calculated using a linear regression 
model. Caution is necessary when using the 2020 popula-
tion pyramids because social changes were not included 
in the model. For example, an industry may move into 
a rural county but the population projections will not 
capture the impacts of this new industry. In general, the 
further away the time interval, the more difficult it will be 
to predict social impacts, thus making it more difficult to 
project accurate population pyramids.   

Household Bar Charts The Household bar charts were 
constructed using data from the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau. 
The bar charts were constructed in Microsoft Excel. The 
charts are best interpreted by comparing one county or 
area with another. For example, these charts clearly show 
that American Indian counties have a higher percentage of 
single-parent households compared with other counties. 

Race/Ethnicity Pie Charts Race/Ethnicity pie charts were 
created for each of South Dakota’s counties. Data came 
from the 2005 American Quick Facts. These figures are 
based off population estimates. This means that the data 
is not based off a population count. The reliability of this 
data is not 100% but is still considered one of the best 
measures for current population characteristics. 

Sources

Rural Life and Census Data Center: South Dakota State 
University  
South Dakota Data Center (Vermillion, SD)
South Dakota Labor Market
South Dakota Vital Statistics
U.S. Census of Agriculture (2002)
U.S. Census Bureau (2000)



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

3

South Dakota



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

4

South Dakota



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

5

South Dakota



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

6

South Dakota



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

7

aurora



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

8

aurora



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

9

aurora



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

10

aurora



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

11

BeaDle



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

12

BeaDle



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

13

BeaDle



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

14

BeaDle



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

15

Bennett



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

16

Bennett



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

17

Bennett



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

18

Bennett



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

19

Bon homme



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

20

Bon homme



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

21

Bon homme



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

22

Bon homme



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

23

BrookingS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

24

BrookingS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

25

BrookingS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

26

BrookingS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

27

Brown



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

28

Brown



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

29

Brown



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

30

Brown



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

31

Brule



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

32

Brule



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

33

Brule



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

34

Brule



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

35

Buffalo



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

36

Buffalo



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

37

Buffalo



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

38

Buffalo



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

39

Butte



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

40

Butte



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

41

Butte



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

42

Butte



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

43

CampBell



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

44

CampBell



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

45

CampBell



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

46

CampBell



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

47

CharleS mix



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

48

CharleS mix



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

49

CharleS mix



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

50

CharleS mix



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

51

Clark



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

52

Clark



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

53

Clark



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

54

Clark



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

55

Clay



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

56

Clay



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

57

Clay



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

58

Clay



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

59

CoDington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

60

CoDington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

61

CoDington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

62

CoDington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

63

CorSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

64

CorSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

65

CorSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

66

CorSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

67

CuSter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

68

CuSter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

69

CuSter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

70

CuSter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

71

DaviSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

72

DaviSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

73

DaviSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

74

DaviSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

75

Day



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

76

Day



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

77

Day



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

78

Day



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

79

Deuel



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

80

Deuel



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

81

Deuel



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

82

Deuel



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

83

Dewey



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

84

Dewey



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

85

Dewey



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

86

Dewey



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

87

DouglaS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

88

DouglaS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

89

DouglaS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

90

DouglaS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

91

eDmunDS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

92

eDmunDS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

93

eDmunDS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

94

eDmunDS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

95

fall river



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

96

fall river



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

97

fall river



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

98

fall river



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

99

faulk



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

100

faulk



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

101

faulk



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

102

faulk



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

103

grant



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

104

grant



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

105

grant



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

106

grant



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

107

gregory



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

108

gregory



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

109

gregory



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

110

gregory



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

111

haakon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

112

haakon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

113

haakon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

114

haakon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

115

hamlin



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

116

hamlin



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

117

hamlin



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

118

hamlin



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

119

hanD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

120

hanD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

121

hanD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

122

hanD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

123

hanSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

124

hanSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

125

hanSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

126

hanSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

127

harDing



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

128

harDing



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

129

harDing



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

130

harDing



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

131

hugheS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

132

hugheS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

133

hugheS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

134

hugheS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

135

hutChinSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

136

hutChinSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

137

hutChinSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

138

hutChinSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

139

hyDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

140

hyDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

141

hyDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

142

hyDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

143

JaCkSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

144

JaCkSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

145

JaCkSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

146

JaCkSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

147

JeraulD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

148

JeraulD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

149

JeraulD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

150

JeraulD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

151

JoneS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

152

JoneS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

153

JoneS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

154

JoneS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

155

kingSBury



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

156

kingSBury



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

157

kingSBury



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

158

kingSBury



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

159

lake



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

160

lake



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

161

lake



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

162

lake



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

163

lawrenCe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

164

lawrenCe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

165

lawrenCe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

166

lawrenCe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

167

linColn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

168

linColn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

169

linColn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

170

linColn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

171

lyman



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

172

lyman



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

173

lyman



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

174

lyman



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

175

mCCook



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

176

mCCook



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

177

mCCook



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

178

mCCook



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

179

mCpherSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

180

mCpherSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

181

mCpherSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

182

mCpherSon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

183

marShall



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

184

marShall



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

185

marShall



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

186

marShall



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

187

meaDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

188

meaDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

189

meaDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

190

meaDe



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

191

mellette



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

192

mellette



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

193

mellette



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

194

mellette



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

195

miner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

196

miner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

197

miner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

198

miner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

199

minnehaha



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

200

minnehaha



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

201

minnehaha



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

202

minnehaha



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

203

mooDy



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

204

mooDy



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

205

mooDy



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

206

mooDy



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

207

pennington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

208

pennington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

209

pennington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

210

pennington



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

211

perkinS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

212

perkinS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

213

perkinS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

214

perkinS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

215

potter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

216

potter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

217

potter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

218

potter



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

219

roBertS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

220

roBertS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

221

roBertS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

222

roBertS



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

223

SanBorn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

224

SanBorn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

225

SanBorn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

226

SanBorn



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

227

Shannon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

228

Shannon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

229

Shannon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

230

Shannon



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

231

Spink



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

232

Spink



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

233

Spink



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

234

Spink



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

235

Stanley



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

236

Stanley



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

237

Stanley



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

238

Stanley



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

239

Sully



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

240

Sully



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

241

Sully



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

242

Sully



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

243

toDD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

244

toDD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

245

toDD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

246

toDD



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

247

tripp



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

248

tripp



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

249

tripp



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

250

tripp



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

251

turner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

252

turner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

253

turner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

254

turner



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

255

union



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

256

union



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

257

union



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

258

union



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

259

walworth



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

260

walworth



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

261

walworth



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

262

walworth



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

263

yankton



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

264

yankton



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

265

yankton



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

266

yankton



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

267

ZieBaCh



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

268

ZieBaCh



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

269

ZieBaCh



B755 South Dakota’s Demographic Trends

270

ZieBaCh


	South Dakota State University
	Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange
	5-1-2008

	South Dakota State and County Demographic Profiles
	T. Brooks
	M. McCurry
	D. Hess
	Recommended Citation


	AES B-755

