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Recent National Center for Health Statistics data show a record low birth 
rate in the United States, and no evidence of any upturn in this birth rate. 
Though other social and economic factors may also be influencing U.S. 

birth rates, the impact of the Great Recession persists. I estimate that in 2017, there 
were 700,000 fewer births in the United States than would have been expected had 
pre-recessionary birth rates continued among current women of childbearing age. 
The longer-term impact of the recession is reflected in the 4.8 million fewer births 
in the United States between 2008 and 2017 than would have been expected given 
pre-recession trends. Though there are more women of prime childbearing age 
now than in 2007, there are significantly fewer births. And nearly 2.1 million more 
women than expected have yet to give birth to their first child. A critical question 
now is: how many of these 4.8 million births are just delayed, and how many will  
be foregone entirely?
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Ten years after the Great 
Recession began, U.S. 
fertility continues to decline.
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