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ABSTRACT

THE SCOTCH-IRISH OF PROVINCIAL NEW HAMPSHIRE

by

RALPH STUART WALLACE 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Hampshi re,  May, 1984

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x a mi n e s  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  as a 

d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  group i n e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New Hampshi re.  

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  a r e  seen i n l i g h t  of  t h e i r  e t h n i c i t y  as 

w e l l  as t h e  r o l e  t hey  p l ayed i n the growth and development  

of  p r o v i n c i a l  New Hampshi re.

When t h e  f i r s t  ,:wa v e "  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  f rom U l s t e r  

came t o  New E n g l a n d  i n 1718,  t hey were mi sunders t ood and 

m i s t r e a t e d .  Town and p r o v i n c i a l  l eader s  in Massachuset t s ,  

n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  occas i ona l  Boston mobs, f r e q u e n t l y  confused 

t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  w i t h  n a t i v e ,  C a t h o l i c  I r i s h .  Since t h e i r  

a r r i v a l  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  f o o d  s h o r t a g e s  and ou t br eaks  of  

s m a l l p o x  i n  B o s t o n ,  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  were h a r d l y  welcome.  

I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  we r e  s e n t  t o  f r o n t i e r  areas i n Maine and 

c e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  where t hey  s u f f e r e d  at  t he hands of  

l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  n e i g h b o r s ,  and h o s t i l e  

I n d i a n s .

I n  New H a m p s h i r e ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number  o f  New 

E n g l a n d ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  f ound  a haven in the

-  v  -
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v i c i n i t y  o f  N u t f i e l d ,  or  Londonder r y .  Yet  i t  was a haven 

t h r e a t e n e d  by c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  town and 

p r o v i n c i a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o r y  i n  

L o n d o n d e r r y  had both e t h n i c  and p o l i t i c a l  d i mens i ons .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  Londonder r y  sought  t o  c o n t r o l  

t own a f f a i r s  i n o r de r  t o p r ese r ve  t h e i r  communi t y ' s  e t h n i c  

i d e n t i t y .  Toward t h a t  end,  t hey encouraged emi g r an t s  f rom 

U l s t e r  t o  j o i n  them.  Yet  out  of  p o l i t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  town 

p r o p r i e t o r s  had t o  a l i g n  t hemsel ves  w i t h  New Hampshi re ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  O f f i c i a l s  i n Londonder r y  and Por t smout h 

w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  New Hampshi re f rom 

b e i n g  a b s o r b e d  by i t s  much l a r g e r  sou t her n  n e i g h b o r .  In 

t h e  e n d ,  t h e y  succeeded.  New Hampshi re not  on l y  s u r v i v e d ,  

b u t  t h e  boundary d e c i s i o n  of  1740 expanded New Hampshi re at  

the expense o f  Massachuset t s .

I r o n i c a l l y ,  w h i l e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n the 

New Hamps h i r e - M a s s a c h us e t t s  boundary c o n t r o v e r s y  r e s u l t e d  

i n  p o l i t i c a l  v i c t o r y ,  i t  a l so c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a weakening o f  

e t h n i c  b a r r i e r s .  As t h e  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  came to a 

c o n c l u s i o n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  l e f t  L o n d o nd e r r y  to 

s e t t l e  new t o w n s h i p s  i n western New Hampshi re,  where t hey 

l i v e d  among " t h e  p e o p l e  o f  New Eng 1 a n d " - - s e t t ! e r s  f rom 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and even C o n n e c t i c u t .  A s s i m i l a t i o n  r e s u l t e d .  

By t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  cont emporary  accounts i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had d i sappear ed as a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  

g r o u p ,  o n l y  t o  be r e v i v e d  a g e n e r a t i o n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r i e s  and commemorat i ve l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s .

-  v i  -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



INTRODUCTION

Much has been w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  The 

l i t e r a t u r e  v a r i e s  in q u a l i t y ,  t emper ,  and scope.  I t  ranges 

f r o m  f o l k s y  t o  s c i e n t i f i c ,  g e n e a l o g i c a l  t o  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  

l o c a l  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  Some of  t he l i t e r a t u r e  b u r s t s  w i t h  

e t h n i c  p r i d e ;  o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  doubt  t he  e x i s t e n c e  of  the 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  as a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  g r oup . ^

T h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  have been d e f i n e d  g e n e r a l l y  as 

P r e s  by t e r i  a n s o f  S c o t t i s h  descent  who mi g r a t ed  t h r oug ho u t  

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f rom U l s t e r  to the B r i t i s h  c o l o n i e s  

a l o n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  s e a b o a r d . 2 By t h e  t i m e  o f  t he  

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t hey were the second l a r g e s t  European 

e t h n i c  g r o u p  i n  N o r t h  Amer i ca .  Yet  even t he name of  t h i s  

g r o u p  of  i mmi gr an t s  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  i s  an 

A m e r i c a n  t e r m ;  i t  has v i r t u a l l y  no European an t ec eden t s ,  

and i t  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  p o p u l a r  usage u n t i l  a f t e r  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  had a s s i m i l a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Eng l i s h  ne i g hb o r s .  

The t e r m and the l i t e r a t u r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t  were pe r pe t ua t ed  

as much by e t h n i c  ha t r ed  as e t h n i c  p r i d e .  By the t u r n  of  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h  h i s t o r y  had f a l l e n  

v i c t i m  t o  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  I r i s h  and I r i s h - A m e r i c a n  

p o l i t i c s .

V e r y  l i t t l e  has been w r i t t e n  about  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  who came t o  New Hampshi re,  or  even New England.

-  1 -
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T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  a m a t t e r  o f  n u mb e r s .  Mos t  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr a t ed  to Penn s y l v an i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and the 

C a r o l i n a s .  Those who emi g r a t ed  f rom U l s t e r  t o  Boston were 

n o t  w e l l  r e c e i v e d .  T h e i r  exper i ences  in Massachuset t s  and 

Ma i n e  we r e  g e n e r a l l y  n e g a t i v e ,  and few were encouraged to 

f o l l o w  i n  t h e i r  wa k e .  On l y  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  d i d  New 

E n g l a n d ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i n d  a haven t h a t  met t h e i r  needs.  

Y e t  w h i l e  t h e  nu mb e r  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  

p r o v i n c i a l  New H a m p s h i r e  was s i g n i f i c a n t  i n such a t i n y  

p r o v i n c e ,  i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  when compared to 

t h e  nu mbe r  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  mi dd l e  and 

s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  New 

H a m p s h i r e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r egarded as somethi ng o f  a s i deshow 

to S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n  i n g e n e r a l . ^

New H a m p s h i r e ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  hav e  been 

a p p r e c i a t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  e t h n i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  E x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

b o t h  p r i m a r y  and secondar y ,  ment i ons t h e i r  P r e s b y t e r i a n i  sm, 

t h e i r  f i n e  l i n e n  c l o t h ,  t h e i r  p o t a t o e s ,  t h e i r  "broad Scotch 

t o n g u e , "  and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  rugged New 

H a m p s h i r e  w i l d e r n e s s .  L i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  in t he second 

h a l f  o f  the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  embe l l i shed  t hese bare f a c t s  

w i t h  a number o f  l ess  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t r a i t s .  The r e s u l t  was 

a f u l l - b l o w n  S c o t c h - i r i s h  my t h ,  one t h a t  g a v e  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  U l s t e r  a c l e a r ,  i f  

s o me wh a t  e x a g g e r a t e d  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y .  Accor d i ng  t o the 

l i t e r a t u r e ,  as S c o t c h - i r i s h  e t h n i c i t y  began to f a d e ,  the
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r e s u l t i n g  A m e r i c a n  " b l e n d "  became a l l  t he r i c h e r  f o r  the 

S c o t c h - i r i s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n .

Ye t  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  S c o t c h - i r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  di d more 

t h a n  s p r i n k l e  a few e t h n i c  customs around t he c o u n t r y s i d e .  

T h e i r  a r r i v a l  in New Hampshi re in t he years  f o l l o w i n g  Queen 

A n n e ' s  War  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c  

r e p e r c u s s i o n s .  T h e i r  d i s l i k e  f o r  Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  

( and  v i c e  v e r s a )  c o mb i n e d  w i t h  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  of  New 

Ha mp s h i r e  o f f i c i a l s  to " adop t "  t he S c o t c h - i r i s h ,  meant t h a t  

t h e  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  New H a m p s h i r e  and 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a new d i m e n s i o n .  The 

S c o t c h - i r i s h  gave New Hampshi re a p h y s i c a l  presence in i t s  

w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r .  I n r e t u r n ,  P o r t s m o u t h  o f f i c i a l s  and 

t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  Lon>'on gave New Hampsh i r e ' s  S c o t c h - i r i s h  

f a r m e r s  more p o l i t i c a l  muscle than i mmi gr an t  groups u s u a l l y  

w i e l d e d .  The a l l i a n c e  worked we l l  d u r i n g  the New Hampshi re 

- M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y .  The b o u n d a r y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n 1740 g u a r a n t e e d  the c l a i ms  o f  Por t smouth 

o f f i c i a l s  and Londonder ry  f a r mer s  a l i k e ,  and i t  opened the 

d o o r  f o r  S c o t c h - i r i s h  e x p a n s i o n  i n t o  l a n d s  beyond the 

Merr imack R i v e r .
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Chapter  I

The U l s t e r  P l a n t a t i o n

The S c o t c h - i r i s h  came s w i f t l y  t o  New England.  When 

t h e i r  vesse l s  began d r i f t i n g  i n t o  Boston Harbor  in 1717 and
4

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  1 7 1 8 ,  f ew i n  New Eng l and  knew an y t h i ng  

a b o u t  S c o t c h - i r i s h  r e l i g i o n ,  s k i l l s ,  l e v e l s  o f  wea l t h  and 

e d u c a t i o n - - e v e n  S c o t c h - i r i s h  i d e n t i t y .  New Engl anders were 

u n i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  I re I arid in t he e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

and t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  d r o v e  t he  S c o t c h - i r i s h  out  of  U l s t e r  

and i n t o  Boston Harbor  were as f o r e i g n  t o  t he " P u r i t a n s "  of  

New E n g l a n d  as t h e  e m i g r a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  These f o r c e s  

f o r me d  one s m a l l  c h a p t e r  i n t he sad r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

I r e l a n d  and Engl and.

S i n c e  t h e  r e i g n  o f  He n r y  I I ,  E n g l i s h  o f f i c i a l s  had 

made r e p e a t e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  s u b j u g a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  I r i s h  

c h i e f s ;  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  E l i z a b e t h ,  ma i n l y  f o r  reasons of  

d e f e n s e ,  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  had become more s e r i o u s .  Of the 

f o u r  p r o v i n c e s ,  U l s t e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h  had been the most 

r e s i s t a n t  t o  c h a n g e .  I t s  geogr aph i c  i s o l a t i o n  f rom "The 

P a l e "  a r o u n d  D u b l i n  h e l p e d  U l s t e r  t o  r e m a i n  t h e  most 

t r a d i t i o n a l  ( t h e  E n g l i s h  w o u l d  have  s a i d  t h e  mo s t  

" b a c k w a r d " )  o f  t h e  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s ,  w i t h  i t s  C e l t i c  

p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e  o f  i t s  a n c i e n t  c h i e f s .  

Y e t  by t h e  end of  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n ,  t h i s  began to change.

- 5 -
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T h r o u g h  a m i x t u r e  o f  w a r f a r e  and h a r s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

E l i z a b e t h  f o r c e d  t he  r e b e l l i o u s  I r i s h  c h i e f s  o f  U l s t e r  t o 

s u b m i t  t o  E n g l i s h  r u l e . ^  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  James I ,  

U l s t e r  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  mo s t  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e  y e t  

e x p e r i e n c e d  by any o f  t h e  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s .  The mos t  

t r a d i  t i o n a l l y  I r i s h  p r o v i n c e  i n  I r e l a n d  became t he l e a s t  i n 

l ess  than t wen t y  y e a r s .

Much o f  U l s t e r ' s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  f rom i t s  

p r o x i m i t y  t o  S c o t l a n d .  At  i t s  n a r r o w e s t  p o i n t ,  a mere 

t w e n t y  mi l e s  o f  w a t e r  separ a t e  t he t w o - - a  d i s t a n c e  e a s i l y  

t r a v e l e d  by s e t t l e r s  and i n v a d i n g  a r mi es  in the Mi dd l e  

Ag e s ,  and a d i s t a n c e  t h a t  seemed t e m p t i n g l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

t o  S c o t t i s h  i n v e s t o r s  and f a r m e r s  a l i k e  by 16 0 0 .  

B e g i n n i n g  i n 1 6 0 3 ,  t h e  y e a r  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  death and 

J ames '  a c c e s s i o n ,  two S c o t t i s h  l o r d s  f rom nearby A y r s h i r e  

a c q u i r e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a mo u n t  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  U l s t e r  

c o u n t i e s  o f  Down and A n t r i m .  By 1606,  t hey were b r i n g i n g  

o v e r  L o w l a n d  S c o t s  t o  s e t t l e  on t h e i r  h o l d i n g s .  At the 

same t i m e ,  a s u c c e s s f u l  E n g l i s h  p l a n t a t i o n  began i n the 

l a n d s  a r o u n d  B e l f a s t ,  w h i l e  y e t  ano t her  s e t t l e m e n t  took 

p l a c e  i n  Monaghan  County.  Thus began t he " P l a n t a t i o n "  of

U l s t e r . ^

The f o r m a l  " P l a n t a t i o n "  i s  u s u a l l y  assoc i a t ed  wi t h  t he 

name  a n d  p e r s o n  o f  James I ( o f  E n g l a n d )  and VI  ( o f  

S c o t l a n d ) . 4 Ye t  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  U l s t e r ,  l i k e  t h e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  b e i n g  at t empt ed under  James in Amer i ca,  was a 

c o m p l i c a t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t .  James gave h i s  b l e s s i n g ,  but
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o t h e r s  took t he r i s k .  I t  was a comb i na t i on  of  r oya l  p o l i c y  

and p r i v a t e  money .  U n l i k e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A m e r i c a ,  

h o w e v e r ,  James t o o k  a p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the U l s t e r  

p l a n t a t i o n ,  as i t s  success had much to do w i t h  h i s  o v e r a l l  

p o l i c y  i n Sc o t l a n d .

J ames '  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  a l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n 

U l s t e r  came i n  1 6 0 7 .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  most promi nent  

I r i s h  c h i e f s  o f  U l s t e r  f l e d  t o  E u r o p e .  Wi t h  t h e i r  

d e p a r t u r e ,  r e i n f o r c e d  by t he d e v a s t a t i o n  of  t he p r o v i n c e  

u n d e r  E l i z a b e t h ,  E n g l i s h  o f f i c i a l s  p l a n n e d  a compl ete 

c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  Nor t hern I r e l a n d .  E l i z a b e t h  had at t empted 

I r i s h  c o l o n i e s ,  o n l y  t o  have them absorbed by t he n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n .  James wo u l d  be more s u c c e s s f u l .  The n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  U l s t e r  had been demor a l i zed ,  reduced in s i z e ,  

and f i n a l l y  deser t ed by i t s  n a t u r a l  l ea d e r s .

The mos t  a c t i v e  a g e n t  i n  the c o l o n i z a t i o n  scheme in 

U l s t e r  was  t h e  L o r d  D e p u t y  o f  I r e l a n d ,  S i r  A r t h u r  

C h i c h e s t e r .  F o l l o w i n g  the f l i g h t  of  the p r i n c i p a l  no r t he r n  

c h i e f s ,  he q u i c k l y  had most  of  the r emai n i ng U l s t e r  c h i e f s  

s we p t  a s i d e  i n p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a t r a n s f e r  of  t h e i r  l and to
c

t h e  c r o w n .  Upon t h e  r e mo v a l  o f  t h e  I r i s h  l e a d e r s ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n  acres of  useable f arm land 

i n  U l s t e r ,  l oca t ed  i n s i x  of  U l s t e r ' s  n i ne c o u n t i e s ,  passed 

t o  J ames . ® C h i c h e s t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  put  f o r t h  a proposal  

f o r  c o l o n i z i n g  t h e  n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  t e r r i t o r y . 7 I t  was 

C h i c h e s t e r ' s  hope t o keep S c o t s  as we l l  as I r i s h  out  of  

U l s t e r .  H i s  p r i n c i p a l  concern w i t h  Scots was t h a t  Lowland
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l e a d e r s  would open t he door  to H i g h l a n d e r s ,  whom Ch i c h e s t e r
O

c o n s i d e r e d  as t r o u b l e s o m e  as t he I r i s h .  His adv i ce  was 

at  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  h e e d e d .  I n  t he f i n a l  v e r s i o n  o f  the 

p u b l i s h e d  O r d e r s  and C o n d i t i o n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t  was 

u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  S c o t t i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n v i t e d  to the U l s t e r  

p l a n t a t i o n  w o u l d  be " i n l a n d  S c o t t i s h  i n h a b i t a n t s " - -James 1 

f e l l o w  L o w 1 an d e r s - - a nd  t h a t  t he  "mere I r i s h "  were exc l uded 

f rom most h o l d i n g s . ^

The f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e l i c a t e  m a t t e r  o f  l and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  U l s t e r  was c o m p l i c a t e d .  Much o f  the l and 

we n t  t o  w o r t h y  E n g l i s h  and S c o t t i s h  g e n t l e m e n - - o f t e n  as a 

r e w a r d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  t h e  c r o w n .  Thes e  

" u n d e r t a k e r s "  we r e  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  l a n d s  w i t h  Eng l i sh  

f a r m e r s  and L o w l a n d  Scot s .  In - a d d i t i o n ,  Eng l i sh  m i l i t a r y  

men,  o r  " s e r v i t o r s , "  were a l so g i ven much of  t he l and ;  t hey 

c o u l d  s e t t l e  n a t i v e  I r i s h  on t h e i r  l ands i f  t hey chose.  

Land was a l so  se t  as i de f o r  t he Church of  England,  D u b l i n ' s  

T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  and f o r  d e s i g n a t e d  t o w n s ,  f o r t s ,  and 

s c h o o l s .  I n a d d i t i o n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t e n t h  of  t he 

a l l o c a t e d  l a n d s ,  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  Londonder ry  County,  was 

g i v e n  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  London and i t s  t we l ve  companies,  or  

g u i  I d s  — a g r o u p  a l r e a d y  i n v o l v e d  in s t a r t i n g  a p l a n t a t i o n  

in V i r g i n i a . ^

The n a t i v e s  of  I r e l a n d  were g i ven what  l i t t l e  was l e f t  

o v e r .  O f f i c i a l l y ,  t h i s  may have amounted to on l y  about  

o n e - t e n t h  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  f arm land in U l s t e r .  However,  

t h e  I r i s h  we r e  ev e r y whe r e  t h r o ug h o u t  U l s t e r ,  and bands of
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" w o o d c a i r n s  , " o r  s i m p l y  " c a i r n s , 11 roamed t he c o u n t r y s i d e  

c o n d u c t i n g  a k i nd  of  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  g u e r r i l l a  wa r f a r e  

upon t h e  E n g l i s h ,  S c o t t i s h ,  and even I r i s h  s e t t l e r s .  The 

L o n d o n  C o mp a n y ' s  l a n d s  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  

h a r d  h i t  by o u t l a w  b a n d s .  George Canni ng,  agent  f o r  t he 

I r o n m o n g e r s ,  c o m p l a i n e d  i n  1615 t h a t  " t h e r e  were never  

s i n t h e n c e  I came h i t h e r  soe many kernes  out  i n t he woodes 

as n o we ;  t h e y  a r e  i n  f i v e  or  s i x  s e v e r a l !  Companies,  soe 

t h a t  men can t r a v e l  no way,  near  an i e  woods,  w i t h o u t  g r ea t  

d a n g e r . . . . " ^  C a n n i n g  w r o t e  f r o m  A g h a d o w e y ,  a p a r i s h  

t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c o r e  o f  s e t t l e r s  f o r  Londonde r r y ,  New 

Hampshi re,  a hundred years  l a t e r .

At  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t he U l s t e r  p l a n t a t i o n  was not  meant 

t o  be a S c o t t i s h  v e n t u r e .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  E n g l i s h  i n v e s t o r s  

we r e  g i v e n  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  and i t  was hoped t h a t  

many '  i f  n o t  mo s t  o f  t he a c t u a l  s e t t l e r s  would be E n g l i s h ,  

n o t  S c o t t i s h . ^  Ye t  S c o t l a n d  was U l s t e r ' s  n e x t  door  

n e i g h b o r ,  and S c o t t i s h  f a r mer s  made b e t t e r  t e n a n t s  than di d 

t h e  unemployed o f  London.  As e a r l y  as 1610,  C h i c h e s t e r  had 

become d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  some of  t he En g l i s h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  Sco t t i shmen came w i t h  

g r e a t e r  p o r t  [ s h o w ] ,  and b e t t e r  accompanied and a t t e n d e d ,  

bur. i t  may be w i t h  l ess  money in t he p u r s e s . " ^  By 1611,  

3 1 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  had been g r a n t e d  t o  S c o t t i s h  

i n v e s t o r s ,  many o f  whom came f r o m  A y r s h i r e  and o t h e r  

L o w l a n d  c o u n t i e s  l o c a t e d  n e a r e s t  t o  I r e l a n d . ^  I t  was 

n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  S c o t t i s h  t enan t s  began pou r i ng  i n t o  U l s t e r
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t o  s e t t l e  under  Eng l i sh  and S c o t t i s h  l andowner s .  In t i me ,  

o n l y  M o n a g h a n  o f  U l s t e r ' s  n i n e  c o u n t i e s  r e m a i n e d  

p r e do mi n a n t l y  in t he hands of  the n a t i v e  I r i s h .

S c o t l a n d ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n t he U l s t e r  p l a n t a t i o n  was 

n o t  s t r i c t l y  a m a t t e r  o f  p r o x i m i t y .  One o f  dames '  

p r i o r i t i e s  as Ki ng of  England and Scot l and was t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  k i n d  of  c o n t r o l  over  t he S c o t t i s h  K i r k  t h a t  he had over  

t h e  Church of  Engl and.  By 1610,  James had won the r i g h t  t o 

i n s t a l l  b i s h o p s  w i t h i n  t h e  K i r k .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  a 

nu mbe r  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  f e l t  o b l i g a t e d  to l eave 

t h e  Lowlands and f l e e  to the more r e l a x ed  r e l i g i o u s  c l i m a t e  

o f  U l s t e r .  The r e s u l t i n g  e a r l y  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  U l s t e r  

p l a n t a t i o n  was a b l e n d  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  P u r i t a n ,  and 

A n g l i c a n .  Ma n y  o f  U l s t e r ' s  e a r l y  b i s h o p s  we r e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s  a t  h e a r t  and o r da i ned  m i n i s t e r s  known to be 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  sympat h i ze r s  in o r de r  t o care f o r  a p o p u l a t i o n  

t h a t  was becomi ng more S c o t t i s h  every  day.  In a d d i t i o n  to 

c h u r c h  r e f o r m  i n Sc o t l an d ,  James moved to s top the age- o l d  

b o r d e r  wa r s  al ong the S c o t t i s h  bo rder  wi t h  England as we l l  

as t o  b r i n g  the S c o t t i s h  Hi gh l ands  under  more d i r e c t  crown 

c o n t r o l .  T he r e s u l t  of  t hese church and c i v i l  r e f orms in 

S c o t l a n d ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  was t h a t  both Lowland and Hi gh l and Scots l ooked to 

U l s t e r  f o r  r e f u g e . ^

The ebb and f l ow of  S c o t t i s h  s e t t l e me n t  r e i n f o r c e d  the 

" S c o t t i s h "  n a t u r e  o f  U l s t e r ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  some 

r e g a r d e d  U l s t e r  as a S c o t t i s h  co l ony  f i l l e d  w i t h  unbending
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P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  Ye t  S c o t t i s h  pr edomi nance in U l s t e r  was 

n e v e r  c o m p l e t e ,  and d u r i n g  t r o u b l e d '  t i m e s ,  more Scots 

r e t u r n e d  t o  S c o t l a n d  t h a n  i m m i g r a t e d  to U l s t e r .  By t he 

1 6 3 0 ’ s ,  S c o t s  and E n g l i s h  t o g e t h e r  were f i r m l y  r oo t ed  in 

t h e  new p l a n t a t i o n .  Thomas Wentwor th,  Lord Deputy under  

C h a r l e s  I ,  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t he r e  were about  100,000 Scots 

a l o n e  i n  U l s t e r  w h i l e  he was in I r e l a n d .  And they brought  

t h e i r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  f rom Scot l and  as w e l l .  The 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Ch u r c h  gave much g r e a t e r  cohes i veness  to the 

S c o t t i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  of  U l s t e r  than cou l d  be found among the 

E n g l i s h  o r  I r i s h  r e s i d e n t s .  W e n t w o r t h  and C h a r l e s ’ 

A r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a n t e r b u r y ,  W i l l i a m  Laud,  were concerned by 

t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church in U l s t e r ,  both 

b e c a u s e  i t  t h r e a t e n e d  r oya l  ab s o l u t i s m and because i t  was 

w i n n i n g  c o n v e r t s  among the En g l i s h .  In Laud ' s  e f f o r t s  in 

t h e  l a t e  1 6 3 0 ' s to get  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  to conform to 

t h e  Church of  England,  the P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  of  U l s t e r  

wer e  de p r i v e d  of  t h e i r  l i v i n g s .  By 1640,  most P r e s b y t e r i a n  

p a r i s h e s  i n  U l s t e r  we r e  w i t h o u t  c l e r g y ;  some S c o t s  

w o r s h i p p e d  s e c r e t l y ,  and c r o s s e d  over  to Scot l and t w i ce  

each y e a r  t o  t a k e  Communi on.  Others cont empl at ed l e a v i n g  

U l s t e r  f o r  A m e r i c a .  I n 1 6 3 7 ,  a s h i p l o a d  o f  w o u l d - b e  

e m i g r a n t s ,  l ed by t h e i r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s ,  s a i l e d  f o r  

New E n g l a n d .  The F a g 1 s Wing was t u r ned  back by l eaks and 

bad w e a t h e r ,  h o we v e r ,  and no o t h e r  voyages were at t empted 

f o r  sever a l  d e c a d e s . ^
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I n  O c t o b e r  1641,  t he Scots o f  U l s t e r ,  al ong w i t h  t h e i r  

E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s ,  f o u n d  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  even mor e  

t r o u b l i n g .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  C h a r l e s '  problems w i t h  both 

P a r l i a m e n t  and S c o t l a n d ,  C a t h o l i c s  i n I r e l a n d  dec i ded to 

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  b a r g a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n  by t a k i n g  over  key 

E n g l i s h  c a s t l e s  and f o r t i f i e d  towns.  The "Old E n g l i s h "  

C a t h o l i c s  f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t empt  to take Dub l i n  C a s t l e ,  

b u t  t h e  I r i s h  t o  t h e  n o r t h  we r e  more s u c c e s s f u l .  I r i s h  

b a n d s  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  s e t t l e r s  i n  U l s t e r  and 

c a p t u r e d  s e v e r a l  f o r t i f i e d  t o w n s .  The " a t r o c i t i e s "  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h  t a k e o v e r ,  wh i l e  t r u e  in some 

c a s e s ,  w e r e  g r e a t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  by P u r i t a n s  and 

Pr e s  by t e r i a n s  a l i k e . ^  Several  t housand P r o t e s t a n t s  l o s t  

t h e i r  l i v e s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u p r i s i n g ,  and numbers of  

S c o t t i s h  s e t t l e r s  f l e d  to Sc o t l a n d .  The a r r i v a l  of  t hese 

r e f u g e e s  s t i r r e d  t h e  s y m p a t h y  and i r e  o f  S c o t t i s h  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S c o t l a n d  was 

m a i n t a i n i n g  an army i n  E n g l a n d  a t  t h e  t i me ,  a f o r c e  of  

2 , 5 0 0  s o l d i e r s  was s e n t  t o  U l s t e r  t o  p r o t e c t  S c o t t i s h  

s e t t l e r s .  The pl an worked w e l l .  Not on l y  d i d the S c o t t i s h  

t r o o p s  push the wors t  of  t he I r i s h  r e b e l l i o n  out  o f  U l s t e r ,  

b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  S c o t t i s h  t r o ops  s t r eng t hened  U l s t e r ' s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  eas t e r n  n e i g h b o r .  Perhaps as a d i r e c t  

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  presence,  the P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church in U l s t e r  

moved c l o s e r  t o  t h e  S c o t t i s h  K i r k  and began co r r es p on d i n g  

d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t he  general  assembly i n S c o t l a n d . ^
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When p e a c e  f i n a l l y  came to I r e l a n d  in 1652,  Scots in

U l s t e r  f o u n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s o me wh a t  i m p r o v e d .  The

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Ch u r c h  had- s u f f e r e d  under  Wentwor th ;  i t  was

t o l e r a t e d  u n d e r  C r o m w e l l .  T r a d e  i mp r o v e d  as w e l l .  To

p r o t e c t  E n g l i s h  i n t e r e s t s ,  Wentwor th had out l awed woolen

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  in I r e l a n d ,  a l t hough  he so f t ened  t he blow by

e n c o u r a g i n g  t he manuf ac t u r e  of  l i n e n .  Since U l s t e r  f a r mer s

r a i s e d  s h e e p  and depended upon the woolen t r a d e ,  t hey  were

h u r t  by  W e n t w o r t h ' s  a c t i o n .  C r o m w e l l  r e v e r s e d  t h e

W e n t w o r t h  p l a n .  Wool  c o u l d  once more be manuf ac t ur ed i n

I r e l a n d ,  and as an added bonus,  the l i n e n  t r a d e ,  encouraged

by W e n t w o r t h ,  d i d  w e l l  a l s o .  As a r e s u l t ,  Scots began

m i g r a t i n g  once again to U l s t e r  i n the 1650 ' s .  The c o u n t i es

o f  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  became an a t t r a c t i v e  h a v en  f o r

r e l i g i o u s  d i s s i d e n t s  o f  C a l v i n i s t  p e r s u a s i o n ,  and

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t he  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,

P u r i t a n  d i s s e n t e r s  in England and French Huguenots ( a f t e r

168 5 ) i m m i g r a t e d  t o  U l s t e r .  Many of  t hese were s k i l l e d  

19weaver s . ^

Ye t  w h i l e  U l s t e r ' s  ec onomy  f l o u r i s h e d ,  r e l i g i o u s  

p r o b l e m s  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  the R e s t o r a t i o n  of  Char l es  I I .  I t  

was t h e  c r o w n ' s  p o l i c y  t o  b r i n g  t he churches in England,  

S c o t l a n d ,  and I r e l a n d  i n t o  a g r e a t e r  degree of  c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  t h e  Chur ch  of  Engl and.  As a r e s u l t ,  s i x t y  or  sevent y  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  in U l s t e r . ^  

C h a r l e s '  p o l i c y  was en f or ced  more l e n i e n t l y  i n I r e l a n d  than 

i n  Sc o t l a n d  and England,  however .  D i s s e n t e r s  sought  r e f uge

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  14 -

i n  U l s t e r  as the l e a s t  of  t h r e e  e v i l s .  Si nce some of  t hose

f l e e i n g  t o  U l s t e r  were among the most  r a d i c a l  C a l v i n i s t s ,

t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  i n t e r e s t  in U l s t e r  p r oba b l y  gained ground

9 1as a r e s u l t  o f  crown p o l i c y .

The R e s t o r a t i o n  p r oved  more t r oub l esome when i t  came 

t o  U l s t e r ' s  e c o n o my .  A number o f  n a v i g a t i o n  act s  passed 

d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  C h a r l e s  I I  not  on l y  p r o h i b i t e d  I r i s h  

f a r m e r s  f r o m  e x p o r t i n g  c a t t l e ,  s h e e p ,  s w i n e ,  and most 

a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s  t o  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  v i r t u a l l y  exc l uded the 

I r i s h  f r o m  t h e  c o l o n i a l  t r a d e .  The p o l i c y  c r i p p l e d  any 

h o p e s  I r e l a n d  had o f  b e i n g  a t r a d i n g  n a t i o n ,  and i t  led 

J o n a t h a n  S w i f t  t o  c o n c l u d e  at  a l a t e r  d a t e :  " The

c o n v e n i e n c y  o f  p o r t s  and harbours  which na t u r e  bestowed so

l i b e r a l l y  on t h i s  kingdom,  i s  o f  no more use to us than a

b e a u t i f u l  p r o s p e c t  t o  a man shut  up in a d u n g e o n . " ^  y ^ g

one i t e m I r i s h  f a r mer s  could send to England f o r  p r o f i t  was 

w o o l .  Y e t  even  t h i s  p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  was taken f rom them 

as t h e  c e n t u r y  came t o  a c l o s e .  By 1700,  U l s t e r  f a r mer s  

had o v e r s e a s  o u t l e t s  f o r  a l m o s t  no t h i ng  r a i se d  on t h e i r  

f a r m s  o r  made i n  t h e i r  househo l ds .  The one excep t i on  was 

l i n e n ,  and i t  was upon l i n e n  t h a t  t h e  U l s t e r  economy 

s u r v i v e d  d u r i n g  t he e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

The p l a n t a t i o n  in U l s t e r  had to endure one more severe 

t r i a l  b e f o r e  i t s  success cou l d  be guar an t eed .  Dur i ng the 

f i n a l  y e a r s  o f  C h a r l e s '  r e i g n ,  t he k i ng and h i s  C a t h o l i c  

b r o t h e r ,  James,  Duke of  Yor k ,  t r i e d  to subdue P r e s b y t e r i a n  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  b o t h  U l s t e r  and S c o t l a n d .  The r e s u l t i n g
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p e r s e c u t i o n  l ed to the emi g r a t i o n  o f  a handf u l  of  m i n i s t e r s

f r o m  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  La g g an  to Amer i ca in t he 1680 ' s .

When James s u c c e e d e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  Char l es  i n 1685,  t h i n g s

g o t  w o r s e  f o r  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  in both U l s t e r  and Sco t l an d .

In b o t h  p l a c e s ,  James I I  t u r n e d  t o  m i l i t a r y  men f o r  a

s o l u t i o n .  Whi l e  James Graham of  Cl averhouse t e r r o r i z e d  the

S c o t t i s h  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  R i c h a r d  T y r e c o n n e l ,  an I r i s h

C a t h o l i c ,  was made c o mmander  o f  t h e  ar my i n  I r e l a n d .

T y r e c o n n e l  r e p l a c e d  h i s  P r o t e s t a n t  o f f i c e r s  wi t h  I r i s h

C a t h o l i c s ,  and be f o r e  l o n g , P r o t e s t a n t s  i n I r e l a n d  began to

7 ?f e a r  a r epea t  o f  t he a t r o c i t i e s  of  1641.

J a me s '  o u s t e r  i n the " G l o r i o u s  R e v o l u t i o n "  made t h i n g s  

even w o r s e  f o r  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  in U l s t e r .  Knowing t h a t  

h i s  C a t h o l i c  s u b j e c t s  i n  I r e l a n d  wo u l d  p r e f e r  him to a 

C a l v i n i s t  mo n a r c h  l i k e  Wi l l i a m of  Orange,  James br ought  a 

F r e n c h  ar my  t o  I r e l a n d  i n  1689 . Tyr econnel  had a l r e a d y  

e l i m i n a t e d  P r o t e s t a n t  o p p o s i t i o n ,  w i t h  the ex c e p t i on  of  a 

f ew P r o t e s t a n t  s t r o n gh o l d s  in U l s t e r .  James'  C a t h o l i c  army 

m a r c h e d  n o r t h  and l a i d  s i e g e  t o  t h e  U l s t e r  t o wn s  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  and E n n i s k i l l e n .  Hi s  p l a n  was to q u i c k l y  

c a p t u r e  t h e s e  t wo towns and then to t ake p a r t  of  h i s  army 

t o  t h e  S c o t t i s h  H i g h l a n d s ,  wh e r e  he e x p e c t e d  t o  f i n d  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t .

Ye t  t h e  U l s t e r  c o l o n i s t s  r e f u s e d  to c ooper a t e .  To 

e v e r y o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  and E n n i s k i l l e n  r i s k e d  

c o m p l e t e  s t a r v a t i o n  and h e l d  o u t  f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s . 24 

When t h e  be s i e g e d  town of  Londonder ry  was f i n a l l y  r e l i e v e d
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by a s u p p l y  s h i p ,  James l i f t e d  the s i ege .  The next  y e a r ,  

h i s  army was d e f e a t e d  d e c i s i v e l y  by Wi l l i a m ' s  army at  the 

B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Boyne R i v e r .  The p l a n t a t i o n  of  U l s t e r  had 

p a s s e d  i t s  f i n a l  t e s t ,  and t he h e r o i c s  o f  t he P r e s b y t e r i a n  

d e f e n d e r s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  became l a r g e r  than l i f e  i n t he 

P r o t e s t a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  both I r e l a n d  and t he Un i t ed  St a t es  

(see Chapter  I I ) .

I n t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a f t e r m a t h  of  W i l l i a m ' s  v i c t o r y  over  

James ,  U l s t e r  became mor e P r e s b y t e r i a n  and more S c o t t i s h  

t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  Be t we e n  1 690 and 1700,  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  

50 , 000 S c o t s  came over  to U l s t e r .  By 1715,  out  of  a t o t a l  

I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2, 100,000,  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  200,000 were 

Scots l i v i n g  i n U l s t e r . ^

One o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  move t o  U l s t e r  was the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  cheap l and .  In t he wake of  war ,  and gi ven 

t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of  U l s t e r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  r e n t s  were 

e x t r e m e l y  l o w .  B e t t e r  s t i l l ,  s e t t l e r s  i n U l s t e r  could 

o b t a i n  l o n g - t e r m  l e a s e s  l a s t i n g  e i t h e r  t w e n t y - o n e  or  

t h i r t y - o n e  y e a r s .  Anot her  advantage of  l i v i n g  in U l s t e r  as 

o p p o s e d  t o  Sc o t l and  was the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  advancing one' s  

e c o n o mi c  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  Whereas Scot l and  had y e t  to 

shed i t s  f e u d a l i s m ,  i n  U l s t e r ,  a S c o t  c o u l d  move hi s 

r e s i d e n c e ,  c h a n g e  h i s  j o b ,  and even hope t o  become a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n .

A f i n a l  a d v an t age  to U l s t e r  l i v i n g ,  at  l e a s t  to some, 

was t h e  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church in 

U l s t e r .  By 1 7 1 7 ,  t h e  Synod o f  U l s t e r  was d i v i d e d  i n t o
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e l e v e n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  and 140 c o n g r e g a t i o n s - - m o s t  of  which 

we r e  l e d  by a S c o t t i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  o f  good 

s t a n d i n g .  Ther e  i s  even ev i dence t o  suggest  t h a t  U l s t e r ' s  

b r a n d  of  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  was more r i g i d  than t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  

i n S c o t l a n d .  As a haven f o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e f u g e e s ,  U l s t e r  had 

a t t r a c t e d  some o f  t he more outspoken P r e s b y t e r i a n  l e a d e r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " C o v e n a n t e r s "  c h a s e d  f r o m  S c o t l a n d  by 

C l a v e r h o u s e  d u r i n g  J a me s '  b r i e f  r e i g n . ^  I n t i me ,  t he 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n U l s t e r  r i v a l e d  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t  l eader s  and l a n d l o r d s  combined.  The e s t a b l i s h e d  

a r c h b i s h o p  i n  U l s t e r  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

m i n i s t e r s  " m a r r y  p e o p l e ,  t hey ho l d  synods,  t hey  e x e r c i s e  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  as i s  done  i n  S c o t l a n d ,  

e x c e p t i n g  o n l y  t h a t  t hey have no a s s i s t a n c e  f rom the c i v i l  

m a g i s t r a t e ,  t h e  wa n t  o f  which makes the m i n i s t e r  and h i s  

e l d e r s  i n each d i s t r i c t  s t i c k  t he c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r ,  by which 

means t h e y  have a l m o s t  an ab s o l u t e  government  over  t h e i r  

c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  and at  t h e i r  communions t hey o f t e n  meet f rom 

s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  t h e  n u mbe r  o f  4 , 000 or  5, 000,  and

t h i n k  t h e m s e l v e s  so f o r m i d a b l e  as t h a t  no government  dares

? 7m o l e s t  t h e m . !l<: B o l s t e r e d  by t he h e r o i c s  o f  Londonder r y ,

w h i c h  was i n t e r p r e t e d  as a " P r e s b y t e r i a n "  v i c t o r y ,  S c o t t i s h  

c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  i n U l s t e r  were c o n f i d e n t ,  even to the p o i n t  

o f  c o m p l e t e  a r r o g a n c e  t o w a r d  o t h e r  P r o t e s t a n t s  and 

m i s s i o n a r y  work among the n a t i v e  I r i s h .  ^

U l s t e r  emer g ed  f r o m  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a ver y  

d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e  t h a n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t h r e e  p r o v i n c e s  o f

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  18 -

I r e l a n d ,  and i t s  p e o p l e  were d i f f e r e n t  as w e l l .  One key

d i f f e r e n c e  was t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  l i n e n  t r a d e .  An

o b s e r v e r  noted t h a t  i n 1760,  " t h e  no r t h  o f  I r e l a n d  began to

we a r  an a s p e c t  e n t i r e l y  new; and,  f rom be i ng ( t h r ough  want

o f  i n d u s t r y ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and t i l l a g e )  t he a l most  exhausted

n u r s e r y  o f  our  Amer i can p l a n t a t i o n s ,  soon became a popul ous

s c e n e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  t r a f f i c ,  w e a l t h ,  and p l e n t y ,  and i s

a t  t h i s  da y  a w e l l - p l a n t e d  d i s t r i c t ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r

n u m b e r s  o f  w e l l - a f f e c t e d  u s e f u l  and i n d u s t r i o u s

s u b j e c t s .  y e t  o t h e r s  noted d i f f e r e n c e s  between U l s t e r

and t h e  r e s t  o f  I r e l a n d  a t  a much e a r l i e r  da t e .  Lord

M o l e s w o r t h ,  w r i t i n g  i n 1723,  observed t h a t  " i n  the n o r t h  of

I r e l a n d ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  h o l d i n g  smal l  f arms which d i d  not

f u r n i s h  t hem w i t h  l a b o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n t e r ,  nor  w i t h

n e c e s s a r i e s  t h r o u g h  t he y e a r ,  set  t h e i r  women to sp i n  and

t h e i r  y o u n g  l a d s  t o  weav e  when t hey cou l d  be spared f rom

o t h e r  w o r k . "  The l i n e n  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e i r  e f f o r t s

" b e c a me  t h e  sup po r t  o f  t he  n a t i o n .  Thus the women, who in

L e i n s t e r ,  M u n s t e r ,  and Connaught  are scar ce o f  any o t h e r

use t h a n  t o  b e a r  begger  c h i l d r e n ,  i n t he  no r t h  gave b i r t h

t o  a l l  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t he  k i ngdom,  and bear  a race of  brave

and  a b l e - b o d i e d  men t o  d e f e n d  t h a t  w e a l t h  f r o m  a l l  

 ̂ni n v a d e r s . " J W h i l e  M o l e s w o r t h ' s  c o mme n t s  we r e  a b i t  

e x t r e m e ,  he was one o f  many wno saw in t he U l s t e r  l i n e n  

t r a d e  t h e  one e l e m e n t  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  i n a l l  of  I r e l a n d .  

S k i l l e d  we a v e r s  f rom France and the Ne t he r l ands  had j o i n e d  

w i t h  w e a v e r s  f r o m  S c o t l a n d ,  and by t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t he
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e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  I r e l a n d  became synonymous w i t h  f i n e  

l i n e n .  I n I r e l a n d ,  t he l i n e n  t r a d e  was cen t er ed  in U l s t e r  

( see Chapter  X ) .

D u r i n g  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  y e a r s ,  S c o t t i s h  f a r mer s  had 

l e a r n e d  a f ew o t h e r  t r i c k s  to g i ve  t he U l s t e r  l andscape a 

s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  l o o k .  Much o f  t h e i r  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  were 

d e v o t e d  t o  e l i m i n a t i n g  U l s t e r ' s  f o r e s t s  and d r a i n i n g  

swamps .  Both a c t i v i t i e s  were l ea r ned  f rom the E n g l i s h .  The 

S c o t s  i n  U l s t e r  a l s o  be gan  t o  p l a n t  po t a t oes  as a f i e l d  

c r o p ,  and t h e i r  n e w 1 y - c 1 e a r e d f i e l d s  were kept  c l e a r  by 

l a r g e  f l o c k s  o f  s h e e p .  The S c o t s  wer e  a l s o  e x p e r t  

f r e s h - w a t e r  f i s h e r m e n ;  g r e a t  c a t ches  of  salmon and ee l s  

came o u t  o f  the Bann and Foy l e  r i v e r s  i n U l s t e r .  A l t hough 

some o b s e r v e r s  we r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t he unkempt appearance of  

S c o t t i s h  f a r m s ,  r ecor ds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  many Scots i n U l s t e r  

b u i l t  s u b s t a n t i a l  homes o f  s t o n e  wh i c h  c o n t r a s t e d  very 

f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  " h u t s "  o f  the n a t i v e  I r i s h .  And these 

h o me s  we r e  l i k e l y  t o  be c l u s t e r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  s m a l l  

v i l l a g e s .  O b s e r v e r s  n o t e d  the e v e r - p r e s e n t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

c h u r c h e s  and even schoo l s  i n t hese f ar m v i l l a g e s ;  t he Scots 

i n  b o t h  U l s t e r  and Scot l and  devel oped a system of  p r i ma r y  

educa t i on  t h a t  was s u p e r i o r  t o t h a t  i n England.

Y e t  i n  s p i t e  o f  numerous v i l l a g e s ,  U l s t e r  remained a 

r u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i on  e a r l y  in t he e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I t s  p o r t  c i t i e s  o f  B e l f a s t ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  P o r t r u s h ,  and 

L a r n e  had p o p u l a t i o n s  we l l  below f i v e  thousand and were so 

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  as t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  t h a t  much of  U l s t e r ' s
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o v e r s e a s  t r a d e  and e m i g r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he l i n e n  

t r a d e ,  we n t  t h r o u g h  D u b l i n . I n  s p i t e  o f  t he l ack  of  

a m e n i t i e s  o f  c i t y  l i f e ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t r a v e l e r s  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a l i k e  a g r e e d  t h a t  U l s t e r  was t h e  most 

a d v a n c e d  and p r o s p e r o u s  of  t he  f o u r  I r i s h  p r o v i n c e s .  I t  

seems s o me wh a t  i r o n i c ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  mass 

e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  I r e l a n d - - a t  l e a s t  t he  f i r s t  vo 1 un t a r y  

mass e m i g r a t i o n - - s h o u l d  have t aken p l ace  in U l s t e r .

To some d e g r e e ,  U l s t e r ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  was i t s  own 

u n d o i n g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t he undoing o f  i t s  t enan t  f a r m e r s . 33 

By t h e  s e c o n d  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r  l e a s e s  a c q u i r e d  i n the a f t e r ma t h  of  t he 

W i l l i a m i t e  w a r s  w e r e  e x p i r i n g .  U l s t e r ' s  n u me r o u s  

l a n d l o r d s ,  many of  whom were absent ees ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  peace 

and a p r o s p e r o u s  l i n e n  t r a d e  me an t  h i g h e r  l and v a l u es ,  

h e n c e ,  h i g h e r  r e n t s .  I n Aghadowey p a r i s h ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

r e n t s  b e g a n  g o i n g  up i n 1 7 1 7 . 34 I n s t e a d  o f  s i m p l y  

r e n e w i n g  t h e  l e a s e s  o f  o l d  t e n a n t s ,  l a n d l o r d s  adopted a 

p o l i c y  o f  " r a c k  r e n t i n g , "  whereby l eases would go to the 

h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  S c o t t i s h  t e n a n t s ,  t hey 

m i g h t  n o t  o n l y  l o s e  a f a r m  t hey  had worked most of  t h e i r  

l i v e s ,  b u t  t h e y  m i g h t  even l ose i t  to the I r i s h .  In the 

w o r d s  o f  A r c h b i s h o p  W i l l i a m  K i n g  i n  1 7 1 9 ,  " t h e  

P a p i s t s . . . w i l l  a l ways  o u t b i d  a P r o t e s t a n t . . . . T h i s  i s  t h a t  

w h i c h  f o r c e s  P r o t e s t a n t s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o u t  o f  t h i s
o C

k i n g d o m . . . . "  The I r i s h  somet imes o u t b i d  P r o t e s t a n t s  by 

p o o l i n g  t h e i r  r e sou r ces .  Some l a n d l o r d s  a c t u a l l y  p r e f e r r e d
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I r i s h  t e n a n t s ;  n o t  on l y  were t hey  w i l l i n g  to pay a h i g h e r  

r e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  we r e  r e g a r d e d  by some as b e i n g  l e s s  

t r oub l esome than t he P r e s b y t e r i a n s . ^

P r o t e s t a n t  f a r mer s  i n e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  U l s t e r  

e n c o u n t e r e d  a n u mbe r  o f  o t h e r  probl ems as w e l l .  In t he 

y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1714 and 1 7 1 9 ,  n o r m a l l y  r a i n y  I r e l a n d  

s u f f e r e d  f r o m  d r o ug h t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  f l o c k s  of  I r i s h  sheep 

we r e  dec i mat ed by a d i sease c a l l e d  " r o t "  i n 1716,  and crops 

s u f f e r e d  f r o m  h e a v y  f r o s t s  t h a t  same y e a r .  F i n a l l y ,  

I r e l a n d . w a s  h i t  by an out br eak  of  smal l pox  i n 1718.  Thi s  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s  was enough t o b r i n g  even t he most  

p r o s p e r o u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  t o  i t s  knees.  The 

P r e s b y t e r y  o f  T y r o n e  l a m e n t e d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  v a r i o u s  

e c o n o mi c  probl ems upon i t s  chur ches ,  c l a i mi n g  t h a t  " t he  bad 

s e a s o n s  f o r  t h r ee  year s  pa s t ,  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  t he hi gh p r i c e  

o f  l a n d  and t y t h s ,  have a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  to t he gener al  run 

t o  A me r i c a ,  and to t he r u i n  of  many f a m i l i e s ,  who are d a i l y  

l e a v i n g  t h e i r  houses and l ands d e s o l a t e .

I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t he e m i g r a t i o n ,  an 

U l s t e r  p r e s b y t e r y  s h o u l d  have ment i oned economi c f a c t o r s  

ahead o f  " t y t h s , "  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  

l i s t e d  as t h e  c e n t r a l  c a u s e  b e h i n d  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  of  

1 7 1 7 - 1 7 1 8 .  I n  1 7 0 3 ,  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g

s t r e n g t h  and con f i denc e  of  t he P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church,  a " Tes t  

A c t "  was p a s s e d  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  i n I r e l a n d  to 

t a k e  s a c r a m e n t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a ws  of  t he Church of  

E n g l a n d .  Not  o n l y  d i d  t h e  a c t  b a r  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  f r om
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h o l d i n g  c i v i l  o f f i c e s ,  b u t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  were

d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  l i v i n g s  and f o r c e d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  

3 9m a r r i a g e s .  S i n c e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  were among t he 

l e a d e r s  o f  t he  e mi g r a n t s ,  i t  on l y  seemed l o g i c a l  t o assume 

t ha t  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was t he m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r .

Ye t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  would have been among t he l eader s  of  

t h e  e m i g r a n t s  no ma t t e r  what  t he cause.  The P r e s b y t e r i a n  

m i n i s t e r s  o f  s m a l l  p a r i s h e s  s c a t t e r e d  around U l s t e r  were 

s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s '  e c o n o m i c  

need s - - p a r t  i c u 1 a r  1 y s i n c e  t he m i n i s t e r s  t hemsel ves  coul d 

b a r e l y  e a r n  a l i v i n g  wage.  In a d d i t i o n ,  t he Test  Act  was 

n o t  e n f o r c e d  r i g i d l y  i n  U l s t e r ,  a n d  i t s  r e p e a l  

( a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  1 7 1 9 )  was seen as i n e v i t a b l e .  In t he 

wo r d s  o f  A r c h b i s h o p  Hugh B o u l t e r ,  " i t  i s  not  t he t y t h e  but  

t he i nc r eased r e n t  t h a t  undoes t he f a r me r .

B e g i n n i n g  i n  1 7 1 7 ,  and l a s t i n g  on l y  u n t i l  about  1720,  t he 

f i r s t  " w a v e "  u f  P r o t e s t a n t  e m i g r a n t s  l e f t ' U l s t e r  f o r  

A m e r i c a .  C o n t e m p o r a r i e s  n o t e d  t h e  e v e n t .  I n 17 18,  a 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  f ea r ed  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be a 

g r e a t  d e s o l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t he r n  p a r t s  of  t he  Ki ngdom by 

t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  t o t he Amer i can 

p l a n t a t i o n s .  No l e s s  t h a n  s i x  m i n i s t e r s  have demi t t ed  

t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  and g r ea t  numbers of  t h e i r  peopl e go 

w i t h  t  h e m . " ^  I n  a l l ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  

e m i g r a n t s  l e f t  U l s t e r  i n 1717 a l one.  Many went  to New York 

and P e n n s y l v a n i a .  Ye t  b e t we e n  1714 and 17 20,  at  l e a s t
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f o r t y - f i v e  vesse l s  f r om I r e l a n d  en t er ed Boston Har bor ,  most
A O

of  them c a r r y i n g  P r e s b y t e r t a n s  f r om Nor t her n  I r e l a n d .

I n t h e  year s  be f o r e  t he Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n ,  t he r e  may 

h a v e  been  as many as f i v e  waves of  e mi g r a t i o n  f rom U l s t e r ,  

o c c u r r i n g  r o u g h l y  i n  1 7 1 7 - 1 7 1 3 ,  1 7 2 5 - 1 7 2 9 ,  1740-1741,  

17 54 -  1 7 5 5 , and 1 7 7 1 - 1 7 7 5 . In a l l ,  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  200,000 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  came t o Amer i ca be f o r e  1775 . Whereas hi gh 

r e n t s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t b a c k s ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  

r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c a u s e d  e m i g r a t i o n  f r om U l s t e r  

b e t w e e n  1714 and 1 7 2 0 ,  new s e t s  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  were 

b e h i n d  t h e  wav es  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  Most  i mp o r t a n t  was t he 

g r o w i n g  l i n e n  i n d u s t r y .  As t i me passed,  U l s t e r  depended 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  upon l i n e n  f o r  i t s  economi c l i v e l i h o o d .  I t  

was l i n e n  t h a t  made t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Nor t h more pr osper ous 

t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  I r e l a n d ,  y e t  i t  was l i n e n  t h a t  caused 

p r o b l e m s  i n  U l s t e r  as w e l l .  Wi t h p r o s p e r i t y  came h i ghe r  

r e n t s .  F a r m e r s  f r e  qu e n t l y  worked t hemsel ves  out  of  t h e i r  

own f a r m s .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  was ma g n i f i e d  by t he f a i l u r e  of  

wages  i n U l s t e r  t o  keep pace w i t h  r e n t s .  Li nen al so pl aced 

U l s t e r  f a r m e r s  and w e a v e r s  i n  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mar ket .  

S i n c e  l i n e n  was r e g a r d e d  as more of  a l u x u r y  than woolen 

c l o t h  made i n Engl and,  t he l i n e n  market  was more s u b j e c t  to 

f l u c t u a t i o n s .  Wh e n e v e r  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  l i n e n  dr opped,  

U l s t e r  was d e v a s t a t e d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t he manuf ac t ur e  of  

l i n e n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i t s  own r e l i e f .  Dependi ng on when 

f l a x  i s  h a r v e s t e d ,  i t  i s  good f o r  e i t h e r  i t s  seed or  i t s  

s t a l k - - b u t  not  f o r  bo t h .  Hence,  when U l s t e r  f a r mer s  p u l l e d
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t h e i r  f l a x  f o r  t he manuf ac t u r e  o f  t h r e a d ,  t hey l o s t  most  of  

t h e  s e e d s .  Mor e was needed f o r  t he next  gr owi ng season.  

The i n c r e a s i n g  nu mber  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s  i n Amer i ca 

s o l v e d  t h e  pr ob l em.  F l ax  was grown i ri Amer i ca l a r g e l y  f o r  

i t s  s e e d .  Sh i ps  l e f t  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  every year  

f o r  I r e l a n d ,  b r i n g i n g  t he much needed f l a x s e e d .  On t h e i r  

r e t u r n  v o y a g e ,  t h e y  b r o u g h t  U l s t e r ’ s t wo b e s t  known 

e x p o r t s :  I r i s h  l i n e n  and I r i s h  i mmi g r a n t s . 44

A l t h o u g h  e m i g r a t i o n  f rom U l s t e r  sl owed a f t e r  1720,  i t

p i c k e d  up a g a i n  by 1725 and was heavy f o r  t he next  f o u r

y e a r s .  The t h i r t y - o n e  y e a r  l e a s e s ,  t a k e n  o u t  i n  t he

a f t e r m a t h  o f  t he W i l l i  am i t  e war s ,  were beg i nn i ng  to e x p i r e

i n t h e  1 7 2 0 ' s .  As was t h e  c a s e  t e n  year s  e a r l i e r ,  t he

" r a c k  r e n t i n g "  o f  t h e  l a t e  1720' s  was accompanied by bad

h a r v e s t s .  Worse s t i l l ,  t he l i n e n  market  sl umped i n t he l a t e

1 7 2 0 ' s ,  and g e n e r a l  po v e r t y  r e s u l t e d .  Ar chbi shop B o u l t e r

may h a v e  e x a g g e r a t e d  when he c l a i m e d  i n  1728 t h a t  t he

p r o b l e m  " a f f e c t s  o n l y  P r o t e s t a n t s  and rages on l y  i n t he

N o r t h , "  b u t  U l s t e r  was c l e a r l y  d e v a s t e d . 45 Even t he

B r i t i s h  Par l i amen t  was concerned by t he l oss of  P r o t e s t a n t s

i n  I r e l a n d ,  but  t he r e  was l i t t l e  anyone coul d do.  Agai n i n

1728,  B o u l t e r  summed up t he s o r r y  s p e c t a c l e :

The humor  o f  goi ng t o Amer i ca s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s ,  and the 
s c a r c i t y  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  c e r t a i n l y  makes many q u i t  us:  
t h e r e  a r e  now seven shi ps  at  B e l f a s t  t h a t  are c a r r y i n g  
o f f  a b o u t  1000 passenger s  t h i t h e r :  and i f  we knew how 
t o s t o p  t h e m,  as most  of  them can n e i t h e r  gat  v i c t u a l s  
nor work at  home, i t  would be c r ue l  to do i t .
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By 1 7 4 0 ,  U l s t e r  was upon h a r d  t i m e s  onc e  mo r e .  

I r e l a n d  was h i t  by f ami ne ,  and an es t i ma t ed  400, 000 peopl e 

may have d i e d  as a r e s u l t  i n 1740 and 1741.  Edmund Burke 

f i g u r e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e l v e  t housand peopl e l e f t  

I r e l a n d  each  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f a m i n e ,  a l t hough o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  mass e mi g r a t i o n  may have t aper ed o f f  

by l a t e  1 7 4 3 .  Uo t ham O d i o r n e ,  a New Hampshi re mer chant ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  over  I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s ,  but  h i s  

b u s i n e s s  c o n t a c t  i n Cork wr ot e back i n September  1743:  "The 

g r e a t  P l e n t y  o f  P r o v i s i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  t h i s  Count r y  

p r e v e n t s  t h e  m i d l i n g  k i nds  of  peopl e f r om hav i ng t he l e a s t  

t h o u g h t s  o f  go i ng abroad,  Capt .  8ax t e r  c a r r i e s  about  h a l f  a 

dozen be i ng a l l  he coul d g e t . " ^

B e g i n n i n g  i n  1 7 54 , e mi g r a t i o n  f r om U l s t e r  once agai n 

p i c k e d  u p ,  t h i s  t i me as a r e s u l t  o f  d r o u g h t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

U l s t e r  f a r m e r s  we r e  bei ng encouraged t o emi gr a t e  by t hose 

a l r e a d y  i n  A m e r i c a .  L e t t e r s  f r o m f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  

c o n v i n c e d  many i n  U l s t e r  t h a t  p a s t u r e s  were gr eener  i n 

Pennsy l van i a  and V i r g i n i a . ^

E m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  U l s t e r  sl owed d u r i n g  t he Seven Years 

War and d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  p i ck  up agai n u n t i l  1771.  In t h i s  

y e a r ,  t h e  l i n e n  m a r k e t  f e l l  a p a r t .  In t he words of  one 

a n a l y s t ,  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  1771 r e s u l t e d  f r om t he " t oo  

r a p i d  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h e  Depr ess i on a f t e r  t he Seven Years 

W a r . "  3y 1 7 7 2 ,  t h e r e  was a g l u t  i n  t h e  Lo n d o n  l i n e n  

m a r k e t .  As l i n e n  p o u r e d  i n  f r o m  Ger many,  expor t s  f r om 

I r e l a n d  f e l l  by n a i f  between 1771 and 1773.  Appr ox i ma t e l y
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t h i r t y  t housand emi gr an t s  l e f t  U l s t e r  i n 1772 and 1773,  and 

at  l e a s t  t en t housand of  t hese may have been weaver s .  Even 

s o ,  i t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  of  U l s t e r ' s  weavers 

were unempl oyed i n 1 7 7 4 . ^

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o probl ems i n t he l i n e n  mar ke t ,  t h e r e  was 

g e n e r a l  u n r e s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U l s t e r  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n t he 

y e a r s  p r i o r  to the Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n .  Both rack r e n t i n g  

and t h e  p o l i c y  of  enc l os u r e  r e s u l t e d  in d i s p l a c e d  f a r me r s ,  

w h i c h  i n  t u r n  l e d  t o  v a n d a l i s m  and r i o t s  i n t he B e l f a s t  

a r e a  i n  Nov e mbe r  1 770.  Amer i can agent s t ook advant age of  

t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n  U l s t e r  by s e n d i n g  r e c r u i t e r s  i n t o  t he 

c o u n t r y s i d e  i n search of  p o t e n t i a l  i nden t u r ed  s e r v an t s . ^ ®

T h e r e  i s  no way o f  k n o w i n g  how many S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  came t o  A m e r i c a  as a r e s u l t  o f  probl ems i n 

U l s t e r .  S e c r e t a r y  James Logan  e x a g g e r a t e d  when he 

c o m p l a i n e d  f r o m  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n 1729 t h a t  “ i t  l ooks as i f  

I r e l a n d  i s  t o  send a l l  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  h i t h e r .  . . . "  ^  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n 177 5 , t he number 

o f  U l s t e r  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  A m e r i c a  was p r o b a b l y  a r o u n d
C O

2 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  A p p r o x i m a t e 1y h a l f  o f  t h i s  number may have 

come t o  A m e r i c a  as i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s ,  s e r v i n g  t erms of  

i n d e n t u r e  o f  f r o m  f o u r  t o  s e v e n  y e a r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

a n o t h e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  may have come t o 

Amer i ca i n t he i mmedi at e a f t e r ma t h  of  t he R e v o l u t i o n . ^

T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  

A m e r i c a  l a n d e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  By t he t i me t he t h i r t e e n  

c o l o n i e s  d e c l a r e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n 177C, about  90% of  t he
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  A m e r i c a  l i v e d  i n Pennsy l van i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,

and t h e  C a r o l i n a s .  Al t hough about  sevent y  communi t i es  i n

New E n g l a n d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  had a s u b s t a n t i a l  S c o t t i s h  or

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o n l y  a b o u t  t w e n t y  t h o u s a n d

S c o t c h - I r i s h  had mi g r a t ed  t o New Engl and f r om U l s t e r  i n t he

year s  between 1650 and 1776 . ^

A n y  a t t e m p t  t o  e s t i m a t e  n u mb e r s  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h

i m m i g r a n t s  i s  l i k e l y  t o encoun t e r  probl ems wi t h  t he s ma l l e r

b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i g r a t i o n  of  Lowl and Scots to Amer i ca.  For

t h e  mo s t  p a r t ,  S c o t t i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  have

s i m i l a r  names .  L i k e  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  many Lowland Scot s

came t o  A m e r i c a  as i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s .  Vet  t he t o t a l

n u m b e r  o f  S c o t s  i m m i g r a t i n g  t o  A m e r i c a  b e f o r e  t h e

R e v o l u t i o n  w a s  m u c h  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f

S c o t c h - I r i s h - - p e r h a p s  o n l y  as much as 20 t o  25% as 

5 5g r e a t .  The mo s t  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  account  of  e i g h t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  S c o t t i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  A m e r i c a  r e j e c t s  any  

d r a m a t i c  11 w a v e s "  o r  " s w e l l s "  o f  S c o t t i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n .  

I n s t e a d ,  t he S c o t t i s h  m i g r a t i o n  to Amer i ca i s  dep i c t ed  as a 

s m a l l  but  s t eady  " s t r e a m, "  f r om t he 1680' s  u n t i l  1768,  when 

t h e  r a t e  of  f l o w i n c r e a s e d .  From t he end of  t he French and 

I n d i a n  War t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t he War of  I ndependence,  

a b o u t  e i g h t  t housand Lowland Scot s came to Amer i ca,  ye t  i n 

t h e  b r i e f  p e r i o d  f r o m  1771 t o  1773,  28,600 S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  came t o  A m e r i c a . ^  A f u r t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  

c o n f u s i o n  i s  added when Hi gh l and Scots began i mmi g r a t i n g  to 

A m e r i c a  a f t e r  17 4 6 ,  b u t  t h e s e  S c o t s  wer e  u s u a l l y

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 28 -

G a e 1 i c  - s p e a k i n g  C a t h o l i c s ,  and s t o o d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e
c 7

Pr e s b y t e r i a n s  f rom U l s t e r  and t he S c o t t i s h  Lowl ands.

Fo r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o 

d e t e r m i n e  what  per cent age of  t he Amer i can p o p u l a t i o n  cou l d  

be c o n s i d e r e d  ' ' S c o t c h - I r i s h "  a t  any one t i m e .  Census 

f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r e  i n c o m p l e t e  and 

u n r e l i a b l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h  names are not  on l y  

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f rom t he names of  Lowland Scot s ,  but  at  

t i m e s ,  t h e y  have names commonly f ound i n Engl and,  Hi gh l and 

S c o t l a n d ,  and o t h e r  pa r t s  of  I r e l a n d .  .When a s s i m i l a t i o n  i s  

added t o  t h e  e q u a t i o n ,  i t  becomes ho p e l e s s l y  compl ex.  By 

1 7 7 5 ,  many o f  t he s o - c a l l e d  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  were one and two 

g e n e r a t i o n s  removed f rom I r e l a n d .  They no l onger  l i v e d  i n 

t o w n s  t h a t  were e x c l u s i v e l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and,  at  l e a s t  i n 

New E n g l a n d ,  t h e y  may w e l l  h a v e  mar r i ed  i n t o  an Eng l i sh  

f a m i l y  and a b a n d o n e d  t he P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church.  T h e r e f o r e ,  

i t  w o u l d  n o t  be o u t  o f  l i n e ,  g i v e n  a f i g u r e  of  200,000 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  and a t o t a l  Amer i can p o p u l a t i o n  

e s t i m a t e d  a t  between two and t h r e e  m i l l i o n  peopl e i n 1775,  

t o  assume t h a t  a t  l e a s t  10% o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t he 

t h i r t e e n  c o l o n i e s  we r e  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  at  t he t i me of  t he 

Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n . ^

Even t h i s  g e n e r a l  es t i ma t e  f o r  t he t h i r t e e n  c o l o n i e s  

does  n o t  t a k e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n t o  account ,  nor  does i t  say 

a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a t i o n .  Even w i t h i n  New Engl and t h e r e  was r e g i o n a l  

v a r i a t i o n .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r e s e n c e  was s t r o n g e r  i n
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n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  as i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  U l s t e r  moved 

q u i c k l y  t o  t he  f r o n t i e r  areas of  New Hampshi re,  Mai ne,  and 

t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  G r a n t s  ( Ver mont ) .  Al t hough p o p u l a t i o n  

e s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  groups in t he Amer i can 

c o l o n i e s  v a r y  g r e a t l y ,  i t  seems r easonab l e  t c  assume t h a t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10% o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was
C Q

S c o t c h - I r i s h  at  t he t i me of  t he Re v o l u t i o n .

When t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  began e mi g r a t i n g  f rom I r e l a n d  in 

t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t hey  had no 

d e s i g n a t e d  ha v e n  i n  w h i c h  t o  i m m i g r a t e .  U n l i k e  t h e  

E n g l i s h ,  some of  t he Lowland Scot s ,  and t he Quakers be f o r e  

t h e m,  no p r o p r i e t o r s  had carved out  a " p l a n t a t i o n 11 f o r  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h .  The U l s t e r  S c o t s  had,  at  bes t ,  a l i m i t e d  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  Amer i can c o l o n i e s ;  a- few i n d i v i d u a l s  had 

m i g r a t e d  f r o m  U l s t e r  t o  A m e r i c a  i n  t he  year s  s i nce t he 

R e s t o r a t i o n ,  and f r om them,  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  l ear ned 

s o m e t h i n g  o f  l i f e  al ong t he A t l a n t i c  seaboard.  Ot hers in 

U l s t e r  l e a r n e d  o f  A m e r i c a  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  d i r e c t  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  Eng l i sh  o f f i c i a l s  and l and s p e c u l a t o r s ,  

and f i n a l l y ,  wo r d  o f  m o u t h .  Ve t  t h e  g e n e r a l  l eve l  of  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  was l i m i t e d .  Even t h e  best  i n f or med and 

w e a l t h i e s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  we r e  l i k e l y  t o  be 

d i s i l l u s i o n e d ;  t h e '  f i r s t  t o  i m m i g r a t e  t o  New Engl and 

f r e q u e n t l y  we n t  t h r o u g h  e x t r e m e  d i s c o m f o r t  and sever a l  

moves be f or e  s e t t l i n g  in towns in sout her n New Hampshi re.

Some o f  t he e a r l i e s t  con t ac t s  between U l s t e r  Scots and 

A m e r i c a  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  M a r y l a n d .
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C e c i l i u s  C a l v e r t ,  s e c o n d  L o r d  B a l t i m o r e ,  commi ssi oned 

W i l l i a m  S t o n e  t o  be Ma r y l a n d ' s  gover nor  i n 1648,  o r d e r i n g  

hi m among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t o " p r oc u r e  f i v e  hundred peopl e of  

B r i t i s h  o r  I r i s h  d e s c e n t "  f o r  s e t t l e me n t  i n h i s  c o l o ny .  

C a l v e r t  f u r t h e r  o f f e r e d  t h r e e  t housand acres of  l and to 

a n y o n e  b r i n g i n g  t h i r t y  s e t t l e r s  i n t o  M a r y l a n d . ® ^  A 

n umber  o f  E n g l i s h  P r e s b y  t e r i a n s  s e t t l e d  al ong Ma r y l and ' s  

E a s t e r n  Sh o r e  a r o u n d  mi d - c e n t u r y ,  p o s s i b l y  as a r e s u l t  of  

C a l v e r t ' s  i n d u c em e n t . ®  ̂ Ex ac t l y  how many " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  

m i g r a t e d  t o  M a r y l a n d  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  moves i s  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y .  C a l v e r t  w r o t e  i n  1 6 7 7  t h a t  

" t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  [ o f  M a r y l a n d ]  a r e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  I n d e p e n d e n t s ,  Anabap t i s t s  and Quaker s . "  A 

y e a r  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  he had no i d e a  how many 

i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  we r e  i n  t h e  c o l o ny ,  he guessed t h a t
c p

mos t  w e r e  ei  t h e r  Eng l  i sh o r  " I r i s h . "  Some of  t hose 

c o m i n g  t o  M a r y l a n d  at  t h i s  t i me were c l e a r l y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

S c o t s  f r om U l s t e r .  Ot hers were Lowland Scot s ,  who at  l e a s t  

by name and r e l i g i o n ,  we r e  e a s i l y  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h . 00 A t  l e a s t  one c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e  

s u g g e s t s  t h e  number  of  emi g r an t s ,  or  t he p o t e n t i a l  number 

o f  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  U l s t e r ,  was q u i t e  h i gh .  George Scot ,  

L a i r d  o f  P i t l o c h i e ,  and a l e a d e r  o f  S c o t t i s h  c o l o n i a l  

e f f o r t s  i n East  Jer sey ,  noted i n 1634-85:
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I had an a c c o u n t  l a t e l y  f r om an acqua i n t ance  of  mi ne,  
t h a t  t h e  P r o v i n c e  of  U l s t e r ,  where most  of  our  na t i on  
[ S c o t l a n d ]  a r e  s e a t e d ,  cou l d  spare f o r t y  t housand men 
a n d  wo me n  t o  an A m e r i c a n  p l a n t a t i o n ,  and be 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  peopl ed i t s e l f .  The gent l eman who gave me 
t h i s  i n f o r ma t i o n  i s  s i nce  s e t t l e d  i n Mar y l and .

The U l s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  c o m i n g  t o Mar y l and in t he 

w a n i n g  y e a r s  of  t he r e i g n  of  Char l es  I I  were p r oba b l y  p a r t  

o f  a g e n e r a l  e x o d u s  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  Quakers,  B a p t i s t s ,  

and o t h e r  " d i s s e n t e r s "  f r o m 8 r i t a i n - - a n  exodus t h a t  sent  

s e t t l e r s  t o  V i r g i n i a  and B a r b a d o s  as we l l . 55 I nc l uded 

among t he U l s t e r  i mmi gr ant s  t o Mary l and at  t h i s  t i me were a 

n u mbe r  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s .  As e a r l y  as 1669 t he r e  

was a t  l e a s t  one I r i s h  P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r  on Ma r y l and ' s
r c

E a s t e r n  S h o r e .  One o f  t h e  e a r l y  p r o m o t e r s  o f

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  S o m e r s e t  C o u n t y ,  M a r y l a n d ,  was Co l o n e l  

W i l l i a m  St evens.  Stevens sought  out  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  

i n  U l s t e r ' s  La g g o n  P r e s b y t e r y  i n  1 6 8 0 ,  and h i s  e f f o r t s  

p r o b a b l y  l e d  t o  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Reverend Wi l l i a m 

T r a i l l  and h i s  b e t t e r  known c o l l e a g u e ,  t he Reverend Fr anc i s  

Mak e mi  e . ^  T r a i l l  had been o r d a i n e d  by t h e  l o c a l  

p r e s b y t e r y  a t  L i f f o r d ,  I r e l a n d ,  i n 1672,  but  i n 1681,  he 

was i m p r i s o n e d  as a n o n c o n f o r mi s t .  Rel eased a year  l a t e r ,  

T r a i l l  s a i l e d  f o r  S o m e r s e t  Co u n t y ,  and i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  

f o u n d i n g  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church at  Rehobot h.  Hi s t enur e  

i n  A m e r i c a  was b r i e f ,  however ,  f o r  i n 1690,  he r e t u r ned  t o 

S c o t l a n d .

F r a n c i s  Makemi e  has been c a l l e d  t he " f a t h e r  of  t he 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h "  i n  A m e r i c a . 58 He was a n a t i v e  of

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  32 -

I r e l a n d ,  p o s s i b l y  e d u c a t e d  at  t he U n i v e r s i t y  of  Gl asgow,  

and l i c e n s e d  to preach i n t he Pr es b y t e r y  o f  Laggon i n 1681.  

S h o r l y  a f t e r  b e i n g  l i c e n s e d ,  he i s  t h o u g h t  t o  hav e  

e m i g r a t e d  t o Barbados.  By 1683,  he was i n Somerset  Count y,  

M a r y l a n d ,  wher e he f ounded t he P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church at  Snow 

H i l l .  F o l l o w i n g  h i s  m a r r i a g e  i n  1690 t o  t h e  e l d e s t  

d a u g h t e r  o f  a w e a l t h y  V i r g i n i a  mer chant ,  he seems t o  have 

made h i s  o f f i c i a l  r es i dence  i n V i r g i n i a .

In t h e  year s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  F r anc i s  Makemie championed 

t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  in Amer i ca,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he 

r i g h t  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  to preach open l y  under  t he 

s t i p u l a t i o n s  of  t he T o l e r a t i o n  Ac t .  He t r a v e l e d  w i d e l y  f o r  

h i s  c a u s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t wo t r i p s  t o  E n g l a n d  and one to 

B o s t o n ,  and he was i mpr i soned b r i e f l y  i n New York by Lord 

C o r n b u r y  i n 1707 f o r  p r each i ng  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e .  In 1705,  

he r e t u r n e d  t o  M a r y l a n d  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  s e c o n d  t r i p  to 

E n g l a n d .  Accompany i ng him were two P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  

f r o m  I r e l a n d :  George McNish and John Hampton.  A few months 

l a t e r ,  M a k e m i e ,  McNi sh,  Hampton,  and f o u r  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  

f o u n d e d  t he  Pr e s b y t e r y  of  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Makemie was chosen 

m o d e r a t o r  i n  De c e mb e r  1 7 0 6 . 59 T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  mi ght  have j o i n e d  

Ma k emi e  i n Maryl and as e a r l y  as 1684,  but  w i t h  t he deat h of  

Char l es I I ,  t hey  changed t h e i r  mi nds . ' ' 0

8y  1 6 9 2 ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  Sh o r e  c o u n t y  o f  S o m e r s e t  

c o n t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  n a t i v e s  o f  U l s t e r .  Edwar d  Randol ph 

c o m p l a i n e d  i n  t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  Somerset  was " p e s t r e d  wi t h
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S c o t c h  & I r i s h . "  He e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  two hundred

f a m i l i e s  had come o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two y ea r s ,

j o i n i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one hundred f a m i l i e s  a l r e ad y  t h e r e .

He w e n t  on t o  say  t h a t  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  had begun  t o

m a n u f a c t u r e  l i n e n  c l o t h . ^  T h i s  was c o n f i r m e d  by Si r

Thomas L a u r e n c e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Mar y l and,  who r epo r t ed  in

1 6 9 5 :  " I n  t h e  t wo c o u n t i e s  o f  D o r c h e s t e r  and Somerset ,

wh e r e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  a r e  mos t  n u m e r o u s ,  t hey al most

c l o t h e  t h e m s e l v e s  by  t h e i r  l i n e n  a n d  w o o l e n

7 ?m a n u f a c t u r e s . . , . "

Y e t  t h e r e  i s  no ev i dence t h a t  more than a few hundred 

U l s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  mi gr a t ed  to Mar y l and ' s  East ern Shore 

i n  t h e  sevent eent h  c e n t u r y ,  and t h i s  would have c o n s t i t u t e d  

t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t a t i o n  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gant s  in 

A m e r i c a  p r i o r  t o  17 1 8 .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a number  o f  

" P r e s b y t e r i a n s "  i m m i g r a t e d  t o t he Mi ddl e Col on i es  i n t he 

1 6 8 0 ' s ,  but  t hese were g e n e r a l l y  Sco t s ,  En g l i s h ,  Wel ch,  and 

F r e n c h  H u g u e n o t s .  ^3 j n g e n e r a l ,  U l s t e r  Scots t r i c k l e d  to 

A m e r i c a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t e  seven t een t h  c e n t u r y ,  making 

t h e m s e l v e s  as c o m f o r t a b l e  as p o s s i b l e  among E n g l i s h  

n e i g h b o r s .  I t  f e l l  t o  New E n g l a n d  t o  accept  t he f i r s t  

"wave"  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  to Amer i ca.

A g h a d o w e y ' s  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  Reverend James MacGregor ,  

a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  were among those who chose to 

s e t t l e  among t he peopl e of  Massachuset t s .  Ot hers f rom the 

Bann V a l l e y  j o i n e d  t h e i r  Aghadowey n e i g h b o r s - - P r e s b y t e r i a n s  

f r o m  C o l e r a i n e ,  B a l l y m o n e y ,  Ba 1 1 e y w i 11 an , B a l l y w a t i c k ,
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K i l r e a ,  and Macosqui n.  Most  were o f  S c o t t i s h  descen t ,  some 

even n a t i v e s  of  Sc o t l an d .  They had never  a s s i m i l a t e d  w i t h  

t h e i r  " I r i s h "  n e i g h b o r s ,  choos i ng i ns t ead  to t h i n k  of  t he 

I r i s h  as e n e m i e s .  M a c G r e g o r  and many o f  h i s  f e l l o w  

e m i g r a n t s  f rom Londonder r y  County had been w i t h i n  the wa l l s  

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  d u r i n g  t h e  f amous  s i ege of  1689.  Yet  i f  

t h e y  we r e  n o t  " I r i s h , "  t h e y  c o u l d  not  escape t he s i mpl e 

f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  f r o m  I r e l a n d .  Home was a v i l l a g e  in 

U l s t e r ;  S c o t l a n d  was not  even a memory f o r  most .  Over t he 

y e a r s ,  l i f e  i n t he p l a n t a t i o n  of  U l s t e r  had devel oped al ong 

d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s  than l i f e  i n Scot l and and sout her n I r e l a n d .  

The c i t i z e n s  o f  B o s t o n  d i d  not  under s t and t h i s ;  t hey di d 

n o t  even  know wh a t  t o  c a l l  t h i s  new wave o f  i mmi gr ant s  

e x c e p t  " I r i s h . "  I n  t i m e ,  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  and t h e i r  

d e s c e n d a n t s  w o u l d  s o r t  o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  p i eces  of  t h e i r  

i d e n t i t y - - r e a s s e m b 1 i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  as a whol e new " r ace"  

c a l l e d  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h .
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NOTES

1. Leybur n,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 87.

2. The I r i s h  l i k e  t o  t w i t  t he Scot s by c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t he 
l a t t e r  d e s c e n d  f r om I r i s h  t r i b e s  who mi g r a t ed  t o Sc o t l an d .  
Ho w e v e r ,  t he S c o t t i s h  Lowl ands have been mu c h- t r av e l ed  over  
t i m e ,  and by 1 6 0 0 ,  a Lowl and Scot  mi ght  we l l  have been a 
mi x  o f  n i n e  o r  t e n  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l  g r o u p s .  Leybur n,  
S c o t c h - I r i s h , 6 5 - 6 6 ;  He n r y  Jones  For d,  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  
Tn A m e r i c a  f P r i n c e t o n ,  N . J . :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  Pr ess ,
r m i T ^ - 7 5 .

3. Fo r  an a c c o u n t  of  t he e a r l y  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n U l s t e r ,  see 
C h a r l e s  A.  H a n n a ,  The S c o t c h - I r i s h , 2 v o l s .  (New Yor k ,  
1902) ,  I :  486- 95;  Leybur n,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 87- 88.

4. The p l a n t a t i o n  as a S c o t t i s h  v e n t u r e  i s covered in 
d e t a i l  i n  M. P e r  c e v a 1 -M a xwel  1 , The S c o t t i s h  M i g r a t i o n  to 
U l s t e r  i n  t h e  R e i g n  o f  J a m e s !  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t l e g e  and 
Keegan  Pau l ,  19 7 3) .  For  a d e t a i 1ed o l d e r  s t ud y ,  see George 
H i l l ,  An H i s t o r i c a l  Account  of  t he P l a n t a t i o n  i n U l s t e r . . .  
1608-1620 ( Se l T a s t :  M'Caw, Stevenson & Or r ,  1877 ) .

5. See H i l l ,  U1 s t  e r , 60-64,  f o r  t he removal  of  t he I r i s h  
l andowners i n 1607-08.

6. T e c h n i c a l l y ,  t h e  l and was " eschea t ed"  t o the K i ng ;  i t  
r e v e r t e d  t o t he crown.

7. Ford,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 24.

8.  H i l l ,  U l s t e r , 73-74.

9. H i l l ,  U1 s t  e r , 78 - 8 8 .  A c t u a l l y ,  i t  i s  more c o r r e c t  to 
say  t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  we r e  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  but  not  c o mp l e t e l y  
e x c l u d e d .  Some l a n d l o r d s  p r e f e r r e d  I r i s h  t e n a n t s .  H i l l ,  
U l s t e r , 96n.

10. H i l l ,  U1 s t  e r , p a s s i m ;  L e y b u r n ,  Sc o t c h - I  r i  sh , 88- 91;  
For d ,  S c o t c h - I r i  sh , 17-32.

11. Q u o t e d  i n  H i l l ,  U l s t e r , 4 4 0 - 4 1 .  See a l s o  F o r d ,  
S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 114,  125.

12. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 91 ;  H i l l ,  U l s t e r , 1 3 6 - 4 4 ;  
For d,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 26-33,  548-54.

13. Quoted in H i l l ,  U l s t e r ,  446.
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14. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  92 ;  Ha n n a ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  2: 
344.

15. F o r d ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 8 4 - 9 0 ,  1 0 5 - 1 4 ;  L e y b u r n ,  
S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 99- 107,  116-19 .

16. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 1 20 -  22 ; F o r d ,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 
127,  139,  140,  167;  Hanna,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 1: 559-63.

17. S.  R. G a r d i n e r  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  
t h o u s a n d  P r o t e s t a n t s  were k i l l e d  i n  t he i n i t i a l  r a i d s ,  w i t h  
p e r h a p s  a n o t h e r  t e n  t h o u s a n d  deat hs  r e s u l t i n g  f r om “ i l l  
u s a g e . "  F o r d ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 1 4 4 .  F o r  an e x h a u s t i v e  
s t u d y  o f  t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l  i sm su r»r.ound i n g t he Oct ober  1641 
u p r i s i n g ,  see W. E. H. Lecky,  A H i s t o r y  of  Engl and in t he 
E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y , 6 v o l s .  (New Y o r k :  D. App l e t on and 
C o . ,  1 8 8 7 -  1 8 8 8 ) ,  2: 140-68.  Th i s  i s  t he Amer i can e d i t i o n  
o f  L e c k y ' s  w o r k  and a p p e a r s  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s .  I t  i s  
u s u a l l y  c i t e d  as h i s  H i s t o r y  of  I r e l a n d  i n t he Ei gh t een t h  
C e n t u r y . E i t h e r  t i t l e  i s  m i s l e a d i n g ;  Lecky had q u i t e  a b i t  
to say about  I r e l a n d  i n t he sevent eent h  c e n t u r y .

18. J .  C.  B e c k e t t ,  T h e  M a k i n g  o f  Mo der n  I r e l a n d :  
1603-1923 (New Yor k :  A l f r e d  A. Knopf ,  1966) ,  87,  113-14.

19. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  1 1 5 ,  1 2 1 ,  1 2 7 - 2 8 ;  L e c k y ,  
Engl  and, 2: 228-29.

20. B e c k e t t ,  M o d e r n  I r e l a n d , 1 2 5 ;  L e y b u r n ,  
S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 126.

21.  F o r d ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  154 ;  L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  
127.

22.  S w i f t  q u o t e d  i n  L e c k y ,  Eng l  a n d , 2:  2 2 7 .  See a l so
L e c k y .  E n g l a n d , 2 :  2 2 6 - 2 7 ;  R. J .  D i c k s o n ,  U l s t e r
E m i g r a t i o n  t o  C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a :  1 7 1 8 - 1 7 7 5  ( L o n d o n :
Rout l edge and Keegan Paul ,  19*66), 6.

23. Leybur n,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 128-30 .

24.  The s t o r y  o f  t h e  s i e g e  has been t o l d  and r e t o l d  i n 
v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  a c c o u n t s .  See ,  f o r  exampl e,  Thomas 
W i t h e r o w ,  D e r r y  and E n n i s k i l l e n  i n  1688-1689 ( B e l f a s t ,  
1 5 8 5 ) .  New Hampshi re audi ences woul d p r obab l y  have l ear ned 
o f  t h e  e p i s o d e  t h r o u g h  town h i s t o r i e s ,  and most  n o t a b l y ,  
i n  E d w a r d  L .  P a r k e r ,  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  
c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  Towns  o f  D e r r y  and L o n d o n d e r r y ,  N . H.  
( Bos t on:  Per k i ns  and Whi pp l e ,  1851) ,  7 ^ 2 9 .

25. D i c k s o n ,  U l s t e r  E m i g r a t i o n , 3 ;  L e y b u r n ,  
S c o t c h - I r i s h , 131;  Hanna,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 1: 614.

26.  L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 140 - 43 ; Hanna,  S c o t c h - I r i  sh,
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1: 6 1 7 - 2 0 .

27. Quoted i n Lecky,  Engl  and, 2: 438.

28. On P r e s b y t e r i a n  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  see Bo l t o n ,  S c o t c h - I r i  sh 
Pi  o n e e r s , 69- 76.

29. Quoted i n Lecky,  Eng l and, 2: 362.

30. Quoted i n Lecky,  Engl  and, 2: 2 7 5 n .

31. Lecky,  Eng l and , 2: 231-32,  234-36,  375.

32. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 1 1 5 - 1 6 ,  1 5 1 - 5 2 ;  B o l t o n ,  
S c o t c h - I r i s h  P i o n e e r s , 5 1 - 5 2 ;  Ha n n a ,  S c o t c h - I r i  s h , 1: 
6 1 6 ;  D i c k s o n ,  U l s t e r  E m i g r a t i o n ,  7 - 9 ;  L e c k y ,  Engl  and,  
2: 323,  358- 60.

33. T h e  b e s t  s t u d y  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  
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Chapt er  I I

The Devel opment  o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  Myth 

i n New Hampshi re

We a r e  s u r p r i s e d  to hear  ou r s e l v es  t ermed I r i s h  peop l e ,  
when we so f r e q u e n t l y  vent ur ed our  a l l  f o r  t he B r i t i s h  
c r o wn  and l i b e r t i e s  a g a i n s t  t he I r i s h  p a p i s t s ;  and gave 
a l l  t e s t s  o f  o u r  l o y a l t y ,  w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  of  
I r e l a n d  r e q u i r e d  and a r e  always ready to do t he same 
when demanded.

C l e a r l y  t h e  Re v e r e n d  James MacGregor  had no l ove f o r  

t h e  t e r m  " I r i s h "  when he wr ot e t he above l i n e s  to Samuel  

S h u t e ,  g o v e r n o r  o f  Massachuset t s  and New Hampshi re,  i n t he 

w i n t e r  o f  1 7 1 9 / 2 0 .  At  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  bei ng des i gna t ed  

" I r i s h "  i m p l i e d  q u e s t i o n a b l e  l o y a l t y  t o  the B r i t i s h  crown 

and  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  N e i t h e r  

a t t r i b u t e  was d e s i r a b l e  i n  e a r l y  ei  g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 

Engl  and.

Ye t  w h i l e  M a c G r e g o r  and h i s  f e l l o w  i mmi gr an t s  f r om 

N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  may have d i s l i k e d  bei ng c a l l e d  I r i s h  ( t he  

l a b e l  " r o m a n s "  was even mor e d e t e s t a b l e ) ,  t h e y  we r e  

a p p a r e n t l y  u n a b l e  o r  u n w i l l i n g  t o come up w i t h  a b e t t e r  

name f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  The i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  U l s t e r  were 

g e n e r a l l y  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  o f  S c o t t i s h  d e s c e n t ,  but  t hey 

r a r e l y  c h o s e  t o  be c a l l e d  Scots or  Pr e s b y t e r  i an s . Si nce 

mos t  came f rom the no r t he r n  c ou n t i es  of  I r e l a n d ,  t hey mi ght  

have d e s i g n a t e d  t hemse l ves  Ul st ermen or  U l s t e r  Scot s ,  but
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t h e s e  t e r m s  have more r ecen t  o r i g i n s .  In t h e i r  p e t i t i o n s ,  

and i n  o t h e r  cont empory document s,  c l umsy phrases were used 

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y .  They  we r e  s t y l e d  

" P a s s e n g e r s  L a t e l y  A r r i v e d  here f rom I r e l a n d " ;  "Numbers of  

P e o p l e ,  t h a t  a r e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t hemsel ves h i t h e r  f rom t he 

N o r t h  o f  I r e l a n d " ;  s e t t l e r s  " o r i g i n a l l y  f rom no r t h  B r i t a i n  

b u t  L a s t  f r o m  I r e l a n d " ;  " p e o p l e  l a t e l y  a r r i v e d  f r o  in 

I r e l a n d " ;  " i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t he Kingdom of  I r e l  and . . .  bei  ng 

P r o t e s t a n t s . " S i n c e  c o n v e n i e n t  l a b e l s  were hard t o come 

b y ,  mos t  " I r i s h "  i mm i g r a n t  s . s i mp l y  s t y l e d  t hemsel ves  as 

i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  New England town or  p r o v i n c e ,  

l e a v i n g  t h e i r  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y  u n s p o k e n .  Th e i r  Eng l i sh  

n e i g h b o r s ,  however ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose f rom Massachuset t s ,  

f o u n d  i t  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  n e wc o me r s  as 

" p r e s b y t e r i a n s , "  or  s i mp l y  as " I r i s h . "

The s e t t l e r s  " l a t e l y  a r r i v e d  f rom I r e l a n d "  would have 

been b o t h  s u r p r i s e d  and amused a t  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

e f f o r t s  t o  r e d e f i n e  them as a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  group i n New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  and i n  so d o i n g ,  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a conven i en t  

e t h n i c  l a b e l .  Yet  t h r oughou t  t he c e n t u r y ,  a " S c o t c h - I r i s h  

m y t h "  d e v e l o p e d  among t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  U l s t e r  

e m i g r a n t s .  The New H a m p s h i r e  v e r s i o n  of  t h i s  myth was 

s i m i l a r  t o  v e r s i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  i n Pennsy l van i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  

t h e  C a r o l i n a s ,  and e l s e w h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  had a f ew 

r e g i o n a l  t w i s t s .  By t he end of  the c e n t u r y ,  a r easonab l y  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  was be i ng 

r e p e a t e d  i n  t own h i s t o r i e s  and p a t r i o t i c  speeches.  I t
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s u r v i v e d  t h e  heated c r i t i c i s m  of  I r i s h  n a t i o n a l i s t s  at  the 

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and i t  has t r a v e l e d  r e l a t i v e l y  

u n s c a t h e d  i n t o  t he p r esen t  day.  In o r de r  t o s o r t  ou t  f a c t  

f r o m  f i c t i o n  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o know somet hi ng about  t he 

devel opment  of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth i n New Hampshi re.

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s ,  e t h n i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e  seemed u n i mp o r t a n t ;  t he 

e m i g r a n t s  f r o m U l s t e r  had g e n e r a l l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

New E n g l a n d  n e i g h b o r s .  I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  

c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  war  w i t h  B r i t a i n  a l l  

c a l l e d  f o r  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  not  e t h n i c  s qu abb l i ng .

By t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s ,  however ,  t he i mmi gr ant s  f rom Nor t her n  

I r e l a n d  r e s u r f a c e d  as a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  g r o u o - - i n  

l i t e r a t u r e  and l o r e ,  i f  not  i n r e a l i t y .  The occas i on f o r  

t h i s  r e i  n c a r n a t i o n  was a s e r i e s  of  c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  

w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  towns in 

s o u t  h - c e n t  r a 1 New Hampshi re between r ough l y  1820 and 1850.  

The l o c a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  accompani ed by some s o r t  of  l ear ned 

" a d d r e s s , "  " d i s c o u r s e , "  or  sermon,  honored the c e n t e n n i a l s  

o f  b o t h  c h u r c h  cov e nan t s  and town c h a r t e r s - - t h u s  a l l o w i n g  

each t o wn  t o  have  at  l e a s t  t wo c e l e b r a t i o n s .  Vet  t hese 

p a r o c h i a l  a f f a i r s  d i d not  oper a t e  i n a vacuum. The v a r i ous  

c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  gave descendant s  of  t he o r i g i n a l  

s e t t l e r s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  and g l o r i f y  t h e i r  

b e g i n n i n g s  at  the same t i me t h a t  Amer i can h i s t o r y  was ready 

f o r  a mi nor  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
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A n u mb e r  o f  e a r l y  ni  n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t r e nds  c o l o r ed

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  d i s c o u r s e s ,  addr esses ,  and

s e r m o n s .  The l i t e r a r y  s t y l e ,  and n o t  a l i t t l e  o f  t he

c o n t e n t ,  was shaped by t he b e l i e f  t h a t  h i s t o r y  ought  t o  be

a l i t e r a r y  a r t .  The poet  and t he h i s t o r i a n  were t o p r o v i d e

J a c k s o n i a n  A m e r i c a  w i t h  m o r a l  l essons i n a r t i s t i c  f o r m.

Wher eas  many l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s  pr epared t h e i r  c e n t e n n i a l

s p e e c h e s  w i t h  e x a g g e r a t e d  l i t e r a r y  f l a i r ,  o t h e r s  of  more

l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  s i m p l y  p r e s e n t e d  f a c t s  and " t r u t h s , "

s t e p p i n g  a s i d e  on occas i on  t o a l l o w one of  t he town poet s

to r e c i t e  ( or  s i ng )  a few d e l i g h t f u l  l i n e s .

Through dev i ous  ways,  and pat hs unknown,
Through f o r e s t s  dark and d r e a r ,
Our f a t h e r s  sought  t hese mount ai n s t r eams,
To p l a n t  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  her e.

A c c o m p a n y i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c  t r e n d  was t h e  

d i s c o v e r y  i n  Amer i ca of  t he novel  as a f or m of  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Wh e r e a s  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  g e n e r a t i o n  t h o u g h t  n o v e l s  

f r i v o l o u s ,  by t h e  1820 ' s ,  Amer i cans were both w r i t i n g  and 

r e a d i n g  n o v e l s  as n e v e r  b e f o r e .  Mos t  of  t he n o v e l i s t s  

p o p u l a r  i n Amer i ca were En g l i s h ,  y e t  Scot l and was i mp o r t a n t  

as w e l l ,  b o t h  f o r  i t s  S c o t t i s h  w r i t e r s  and as s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r .  Jane P o r t e r ,  an Eng l i sh  woman r a i s e d  i n Ed i nbur gh ,  

p u b l i s h e d  h e r  n o v e l ,  The S c o t t i s h  C h i e f s , i n 1810.  Th i s  

i m m e n s e l y  p o p u l a r ,  f i v e - v o l u me  work i s  a r omant i c  account  

o f  S c o t t i s h  p a t r i o t  W i l l i a m  Wal l ace and h i s  def ense of  t he 

S c o t t i s h  " n a t i o n "  ag a i ns t  t he Eng l i sh  armi es of  Edward I .  

I t  came o u t  i n  v a r i o u s  E u r o p e a n  and A m e r i c a n  e d i t i o n s
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t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Yet  t he most  popu l a r  

n o v e l i s t  o f  t h e  d a y  wa s  J a n e  P o r t e r ' s  c h i l d h o o d  

a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  S i r  W a l t e r  S c o t .  S c o t ' s  name became 

s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  r o m a n t i c  n o v e l s  t h a t  un f o l ded  i n e x o t i c  

s e t t i n g s .  H i g h l a n d  c h i e f s  i n  c o l o r f u l  t a r t a n  appeal ed t o 

A m e r i c a ' s  r o m a n t i c  i m p u l s e s  and became i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  

S c o t t i s h  n a t i o n a l  p r i d e .  Not  on l y  was Scot  t he w r i t e r  most  

r e a d  and quoted i n  Amer i ca ,  but  more t han any o t h e r  w r i t e r ,  

he made f i c t i o n  an accep t ab l e  a r t  f o r m . ^

S c o t  was i mp o r t a n t  i n Amer i ca,  bot h as a w r i t e r  and as 

a n a t i v e  of  Sc o t l a n d .  As Amer i cans l i n e d  t h e i r  bookshe l ves  

w i t h  S c o t ' s  Waver l y  n o v e l s ,  t hey  cou l d  not  hel p but  n o t i c e  

o t h e r  S c o t t i s h  w o r k s  as w e l l .  Rober t  Burns,  Adam Smi t h,  

D a v i d  Hume,  Wi l l i a m  Rober t son ,  and Thomas C a r l y l e  were a l l  

g i a n t s  i n t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s .  S c o t t i s h  ph i l o s o p h y  had 

p e n e t r a t e d  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e s  as w e l l ,  and i t s  o p t i m i s t i c ,  

" common s e n s e "  a p p r o ac h  was we l l  s u i t e d  f o r  t he expandi ng 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . ^  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he U n i v e r s i t y  of  Edi nburgh 

was w o r l d - r e n o w n e d  i n t he e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f o r  i t s  

a d v a n c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  med i c i ne .  A l l  of  t hese f a c t o r s  

h e l p e d  t o  g i v e  A m e r i c a n s  a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  

S c o t l a n d .  Wh e r e a s  S c o t l a n d  had al ways been regar ded as a 

p o o r ,  weak  c o u n t r y  w i t h  l i t t l e  h e r i t a g e  t o speak of  and no 

c u l t u r a l  p r e t e n t i o n s ,  A m e r i c a n s  v i e w e d  Scot l and by the 

18 2 0 ' s as t h e  c e n t e r  of  the c u l t u r a l  u n i v e r s e .  S c o t l a n d ' s  

a g e - o l d  a n i m o s i t y  t o  E n g l i s h  t y r a n n y  s i mp l y  r e i n f o r c e d  

A m e r i c a ' s  l o v e  a f f a i r  w i t h  t he r oman t i c  l and of  Burns and
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S c o t .  I t  was a r a r e  Ame r i c a n  who coul d not  i d e n t i f y  t he 

1i n e s :

Scot s wha ha'  wi ' Wal l ace b l ed ,
Scot s whom Bruce has o f t e n  l ed .

I n  s h o r t ,  i t  became p o p u l a r ,  ev en  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  f o r  

Amer i cans to r e d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  S c o t t i s h  h e r i t a g e .

He n c e ,  by c o i n c i d e n c e ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n t he c e n t e n n i a l  

c e l e b r a t i o n s  of  New Hampshi r e ' s  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  towns f ound 

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e .  By 

h a s t i l y  s k i p p i n g  o v e r  t h e  I r i s h  " i n t e r l u d e , "  l o c a l  

h i s t o r i a n s  c o u l d  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  S c o t t i s h  o r i g i n s  of  the 

v a r i o us  towns and church f a t h e r s .

As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  hel d 

among t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  in n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New Hampshi re 

t o o k  p l a c e  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t he o r i g i n a l  S c o t c h - I r i s h  town 

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I n  honor  of  t he f i r s t  s e t t l e me n t  o f  the 

t o w n ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Edwar d  L.  Par ker  d e l i v e r e d  a " Cent ur y  

S e r m o n "  i n  1 8 1 9 . ^  T h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s e r mon  i s  a

h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  wh i c h  f ormed t he bas i s  f o r  P a r k e r ' s

l a t e r  h i s t o r y  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  His n a r r a t i v e  says al most  

n o t h i n g  a b o u t  I r e l a n d  o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  I r i s h .  I n  hi s 

t r a d i t i o n a l  Whig account ,  h e a v i l y  i ndebt ed to New Hampshi re 

h i s t o r i a n  J e r e my  B e l k n a p ,  P a r k e r  s i mp l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t he 

a n c e s t o r s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  s e t t l e r s  wer e  n a t i v e s  o f  

S c o t l a n d ,  l i v i n g  i n  I r e l a n d ,  who had been d e l i v e r e d  f rom 

t h e  " p e r s e c u t i o n s "  of  Char l es  I I  and James I I  by t he ascent

o f  W i l l i a m  and Ma r y .  T h i s  " s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  t he Popi sh
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p a r t y "  d i d  n o t  r e l i e v e  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Scot s f r om "many 

e m b a r r a s s m e n t s "  i n  I r e l a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i g h  r e n t s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  seve r a l  of  t he Scot s ,  l ed by t h e i r  "Moses, "  t he 

R e v e r e n d  James MacGregor ,  dec i ded t o mi g r a t e  to t he savage 

w i l d s  o f  Amer i c a .  In Londonder r y ,  " t hey  l i v e d  to see many 

o f  t h e i r  d e s c e n d e n t s  s e t t l e d  around them;  and t he f o r e s t ,  

i n t o  w h i c h  t h e y  had p e n e t r a t e d ,  conver t ed i n t o  a f r u i t f u l  

f i e l d . " 6

P a r k e r  r e a s s u r e d  h i s  r eader s  t h a t  t hese s e t t l e r s  were 

o f  " S c o t c h  o r i g i n . . . a n d  are no t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o be bl ended

i n t h e i r  c h a r  a c t  e r  wi th t he o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  who are

o f  C e l t i c  o r i g i n . . . "  V i r t u a l l y  no t h i ng  e l se  i s  sa i d  about  

t h e  C a t h o l i c  I r i s h ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  more than t he b r i e f e s t  

r e f e r e n c e  to the s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I r i s h  u p r i s i n g s  or  t he 

f a mo u s  s i e g e s  of  Londonder r y  and E n n i s k i l l e n .  The t one i s  

p o s i t i v e .  P a r k e r  d w e l l e d  upon t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  b e i n g  

S c o t t i s h .  Hi s  r eader s  are t o l d  t h a t  the Scotch " a r e  by no 

means i n f e r i o u r  t o t h e i r  sou t her n  n e i g h b o r s , "  and t h a t  " f ew 

n a t i o n s  have  g i v e n  mor e u n d e n i a b l e  p r o o f s  o f  g e n i u s ,  

a d o p t e d  t o  s c i e n t i f i k  and l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s ;  or  t h a t  have 

s u p p o r t e d  a h i g h e r  d e g r e e  o f  mo r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . " 7

Ov e r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  o t h e r  l oc a l  " h i s t o r i a n s "  

f o l l o w e d  P a r k e r ' s  l ead in e x t o l l i n g  t he S c o t t i s h  h e r i t a g e  

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i m m i g r a n t s .  John M. Whi t on ,

a n o t h e r  Pr es b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  and a c l ose f r i e n d  of  Par ke r ,

w r o t e  b o t h  s t a t e  and l oc a l  h i s t o r y  i n t he 1830 ' s .  In hi s
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18 38 s e r m o n ,  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t he f i r s t  h a l f  c e n t u r y  of  t he 

A n t r i m  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church,  he was sure t o l e t  h i s  r eader s  

know t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  of  A n t r i m - - t h e  I r i s h  name of  

t h e  t own n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g - - w e r e  descended f rom peopl e coming 

f r o m  " We s t  o f  S c o t l a n d ;  some o f  t hem f r o m  t h e  Or kney 

I s l a n d s . "  The f a t h e r s  of  An t r i m had al so "been educat ed i n 

t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a i t h  and d i s c i p l i n e . " ®  At  t he 1839 

c e n t e n n i a l  of  Pe t e r bo r ough ,  New Hampshi re,  t he p r e s i d e n t  of  

t h e  ceremony r emi n i sced  about  " t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  and ha r dsh i ps  

o f  o u r  f a t h e r s , "  n o t i n g  t h a t  P e t e r b o r o u g h  ' s e a r l y  town 

m e e t i n g s  o f t e n  c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  " o l d  Scot ch 

s o n g s . "  The t own  o f  B e d f o r d  had been s e t t l e d  f o r  j u s t  

o v e r  one h u n d r e d  y e a r s  when t h e  Rever end Thomas Savage 

p r e p a r e d  h i s  H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h  i n  1 8 4 1 .  B o r r o w i n g  

h e a v i l y  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g s  of  Par ker  and Whi t on,  

Sav age  r e mi n d e d  h i s  audi ence t h a t  t he " S c o t t i s h  emi g r an t s "  

who p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  I r e l a n d  t o  s e t t l e  i n  A m e r i c a  were 

" w a r m l y  a t t a c h e d "  t o t he P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church of  John Knox.  

T h e y  w e r e  a " w e l l  p r i n c i p l e d  p e o p l e ,  f r u g a l ,  h a r d y ,  

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  a p e o p l e  t h a t  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t hem a sacred 

a t t c h m e n t  t o  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  Savage went  on to 

c o mp a r e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  w i t h  t h e  P i l g r i m s  of  Pl ymout h 

P l a n t a t i o n ,  " a s  r e s p e c t s  t h e  m o t i v e s  whi ch l ed them to 

emi g r a t e . "

One o f  t h e  mo s t  u n a b a s h e d  p r o m o t e r s  o f  S c o t t i s h  

c u l t u r e  was s t a t e  h i s t o r i a n  George Bar s t ow.  His Hi s t o r y  

o f  New H a m p s h i r e , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1842,  e x t o l s  t he v i r t u e s
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o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  “ S c o t t i s h "  s e t t l e r s .  T h e i r  a r d e n t  

P r  e sby  t e r i a n i s m  i s  emphas i zed,  wh i l e  a l mos t  n o t h i n g  i s sai d 

o f  t h e i r  s t ay  i n I r e l a n d .  I n s t e a d ,  t he r eader  i s  t o l d  t h a t  

" t h e y  f e l t  t he  b l ood of  t he  an c i en t  Scot s s w e l l i n g  i n t h e i r  

v e i n s ,  and t h o u g h  f a r  removed f r om them by t i me ,  and f a r  

d i s t a n t  f r o m  home,  t h e y  s t i l l  r emember ed  Sc o t l a n d ,  and 

c h e r i s h e d  as h o u s e h o l d  words t he l o c a l  names of  Moray and 

C a i t h n e s s ,  G a l l o w a y  and S t r a t h  Cl yde.  I t  was n a t u r a l  f o r

men t o  f e e l  some p r i d e  of  c o u n t r y ,  whose ances t e r s  had been

led t o b a t t l e  by such heroes as Wal l ace and B r u c e . " * *

R o m a n t i c  r e f e r e n c e s  to Wal l ace and Br uce,  t o F a l k i r k  

and Bannockbur n,  s u r e l y  aroused t he p r i d e  o f  Sco t t i sh - named 

r e s i d e n t s  i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New Hampshi re t owns.  Yet  

n o t  a l l  we r e  w i l l i n g  t o  r e l e g a t e  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s '  I r i s h  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  v i r t u a l  o b l i v i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  some were so 

c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  home i n I r e l a n d  t h a t  t hey 

r e v i s e d ,  o r  r e v i v e d ,  a p e c u l i a r  e t h n i c  t i t l e  to honor  t he 

I r i s h  i n t e r l u d e .

At  P e t e r b o r o u g h ' s  c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n 1839,  t he 

R e v e r e n d  J oh n  H o p k i n s  M o r i  s o n - - a  P e t e r b o r o u g h  n a t i v e ,  

U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  and l a t e r ,  b i o g r a phe r  of  P e t e r b o r o u g h ' s 

J e r e m i a h  S m i t h - - d e l i v e r e d  t he keynot e address. **^ Un l i ke  

t h e  p o s i t i v e  t o n e  t a k e n  by Parker  and Bar s t ow,  Mor i son ' s  

o r a t o r y  r i n g s  w i t h  a combat i ve chauv i n i sm t h a t  i s de c i ded l y  

a n t i - I r i s h  i n  t o n e - - s o  much so t h a t  he had t o o f f e r  a

d i s c l a i m e r  when t h e  s p e e c h  was p u b l i s h e d .  I ns t ead of

p l a y i n g  down t h e  I r i s h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  Mor i son r e i n t e r p r e t e d
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t h e  y e a r s  i n  I r e l a n d  as a t i me of  c h a r a c t e r - b u i 1d i n g . The 

r e s u l t  was a e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l  b r e e d :  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h .

Much o f  Mo r i s on ' s  account  o f  P e t e r b o r o u g h 1s s e t t l e me n t  

i s  p a i n f u l l y  d e v o t e d  t o  d e f i n i n g  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  

A l t h o u g h  he c l a i m e d  t h a t  P e t e r b o r o u g h ' s  e a r l y  p i oneer s  

" w e r e  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h , "  i t  appears t he p r a c t i c e  

was n o t  u s u a l  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  nor  was t he t erm much under s t ood.  

He d e f i n e d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n two ways:  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and 

r a c i a l l y .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were t he "Scot ch 

and E n g l i s h  s u b j e c t s "  of  James I who s e t t l e d  i n " t he  nor t h  

o f  I r e l a n d "  e a r l y  i n t h e  sevent eent h  c e n t u r y .  Mo r i s on ' s  

b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  summary f ocuses  on t he " Pop i sh  r e b e l l i o n  

o f  1 6 4 1 , "  a n d ,  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  l o r e  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  " r a c e , "  t h e  s i e g e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  by the 

C a t h o l i c  a r m i e s  o f  James I I  i n 1689.  Verbal  account s  of  

t h i s  o r d e a l  had p a s s e d  down t o  P e t e r b o r o u g h  r e s i d e n t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  M o r i s o n ,  The au t hor  remi nded h i s  audi ence t h a t  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  at  L o n d o n d e r r y  i n  1639 was 

e s s e n t i a l  " i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t he 

e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  nor t h  of  I r e l a n d . " * 3 I f  t he event s  of  

1541 and 168 9 do no t h i ng  e l s e ,  t hey ser ve t o emphasi ze the 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  and t he n a t i v e ,  or  

C a t h o l i c  I r i s h .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  were " o f t e n  

c o n f o u n d e d  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h . . . a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  

e m i g r a t i o n ,  t he r e  were perhaps no two c l asses  i n the Uni  ted 

K i n g d o m  m o r e  u n l i k e ,  o r  m o r e  h o s t i l e . " * 4 Th e
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I r e l a n d

t h o u g h t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  as " a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S c o t c h

P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h . "  Rather  than a s s i m i l a t e  i n I r e l a n d ,

" t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r o n g  t r a i t s  whi ch separa t e  t he  Scotch and

I r i s h ,  had been g a t h e r i n g  s t r e n g t h  t h r oug h  more than a

c e n t u r y  o f  t u r b u l e n c e  and b l oodshed,  i n which t hey  had been

c o n s t a n t l y  e x a s p e r a t e d  a g a i n s t  each o t h e r  by t h e i r

i n t e r e s t s ,  by s e c r e t  p l o t s  and open r e b e l l i o n s ,  by c r ue l

m a s s a c r e s ,  by c i v i l  wars c a r r i e d  on t hr ough t he most  bl ack

1 *5and ma l i g n an t  o f  a l l  pas s i ons ,  r e l i g i o u s  h a t r e d . "

M o r i s o n ' s  " r a c i a l "  o r  " c l a s s "  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e

S c o t c h - I r i s h  as peopl e i s  not  e n t i r e l y  c ompa t i b l e  w i t h  h i s

h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e .  The gr i m r e a l i t i e s  o f  1641 and 1689

make an u n u s u a l  backdrop f o r  Mo r i s o n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t he

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  o f  P e t e r b o r o u g h  had a c q u i r e d

l i g h t n e s s  and l e v i t y  w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n I r e l :. . . The same

I r i s h m a n ,  who i n  1641 was g u i l t y  o f  " t h e  mos t  c r u e l

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i v e s  and p r o p e r t y . . .  t h a t  has ever  s t a i ned

t h e  b l o o d y  pages  o f  h i s t o r y , "  and who i n  1689 f o r c e d

t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t he besieged P r o t e s t a n t s  of  Londonder ry  i n t o

s t a r v a t i o n ,  somehow i n f e c t e d  h i s  n e i g h b o r s  w i t h  h i s
1 fic o n t a g i o u s  good humor .  The r e s u l t  was a new c h a r a c t e r .

" I t  was t h e  s t er nness  of  the Scotch covenan t er  so f t ened  by

a c e n t u r y ' s  r e s i d e n c e  abroad amid p e r s e c u t i o n  and t r i a l ,

wedded t h e r e  t o  t h e  c o mi c  humor and pathos o f  the I r i s h ,

and t h e n  gr own w i l d  i n  t h e  woods  among t h e s e  o u r  New

1 7E n g l a n d  m o u n t a i n s . "  Mor i son was qu i ck  to add,  however ,
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t h a t  t he  I r i s h  h e r i t a g e - - " t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to humor,  r i o t i n g  

and 1 a u g h t e r  " - - w as s u p e r f i c i a l ,  " w h i l e  the s t r o ng  g r a n i t e  

f e a t u r e s  o f  S c o t l a n d  we r e  f i x e d  deep in the s o u l . "  The 

a u t h o r  was n o t  ab ov e  b l a m i n g  d e f e c t s  i n S c o t c h - I r i s h  

c h a r a c t e r  on t h e  I r i s h  as w e l l ,  and hi s l i s t e n e r s  were 

r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  we r e  bes t  known f o r  " t h e  use of
1 o

ar den t  s p i r i t s . "

M o r i s o n  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i n New 

H a m p s h i r e  t o  w r i t e  about  the e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  i mmi g r a n t s  f rom U l s t e r  and t he m a j o r i t y  of  

n a t i v e  I r i s h .  I n a s t a t e  h i s t o r y  pu b l i she d  in 1834,  John

W h i t o n  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  i mmi g r a n t s  of  1718 were f r e q u e n t l y

c o n f u s e d  w i t h  " t h e  p r oper  I r i s h ,  f rom whom t hey  e s s e n t i a l l y  

d i f f e r e d  i n l a n g u a g e ,  m a n n e r s ,  and r e l i g i o n . " * ®  Yet  

M o r i s o n  i s  n o t a b l e  as one of  t he f i r s t  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

w r i t e r s  t o  use t h e  t e r m " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  i n New Hampshi re.  

The t e r m  a p p e a r e d  s p a r i n g l y  between Mo r i s o n ' s  speech in 

1839 and t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t he I r i s h  i mmi grant s  f l e e i n g  f rom 

f a m i n e  in the l a t e  1840 ' s .  Amos Had l ey ' s  speech be f o r e  the

D u n b a r t o n  Lyceum i n  1845 d i f f e r s  l i t t l e  i n  t o n e  f rom

P a r k e r ' s  e a r l y  s e r mon  on L o n d o n d e r r y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  he 

r e f e r r e d  to t he e a r l y  Dunbar ton s e t t l e r s  as " S c o t c h - I r i s h . "  

S t e p h e n  A l l e n ' s  c e n t e n n i a l  s p e e c h  i n  M e r r i m a c k  a l s o  

f o l l o w s  P a r k e r ' s  l ead.  In the t e x t  of  h i s  address ,  some of  

M e r r i m a c k ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  are s t y l e d  " S c o t t i s h , "  y e t  i n 

h i s  a p p e n d i x ,  he r e f e r s  to one Wi l l i a m McClure as "one of  

the S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s . " ^
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Be y o n d  t hese f r a g me n t s ,  t he ac t ua l  t erm " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  

and i t s  u s a g e  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  r e m a i n  a m y s t e r y .  The 

n o m e n c l a t u r e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  ( s ome t i mes  S c o t s - I r i s h )  has a 

h i s t o r y  a l m o s t  as f a s c i n a t i n g  as t h a t  of  t he peopl e i t
9 1

d e s i g n a t e s . x A l t h o u g h  t he  e x p r es s i o n  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  i s

known t o  hav e  appeared a coup l e  of  t i mes in Eng l i sh  usage,

i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t o  be an Amer i can i n v e n t i o n .

The t e r m  i s  known t o  have been used i n Mary l and as e a r l y  as

1 6 9 5 ,  p r o b a b l y  as a m e a n s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e

9 9S c o t c h - I r i s h  f r o m  t h e  Lowl ands Scot s .  As S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a t i o n  p i c k e d  up in Pennsy l van i a  and Delaware i n  the 

1 7 2 0 ' s ,  t h e  t e r m a p p e a r s  i n f r e q u e n t l y  i n documents,  w i t h  

t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  t hemsel ves  may have 

used  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n .  O t h e r  sou r c es  i n d i c a t e ,  however ,  

t h a t  n e i g h b o r i n g  Qu a k e r s  and E p i s c o p a l i a n s  may have used 

t h e  t e r m  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  i n  d e r i s i o n ,  much t o  t he  

d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  U l s t e r . A l l  of  

t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a r e  b a s e d  upon a mere handf u l  of  

s o u r c e s ,  and none r e f e r s  to use of  the term S c o t c h - I r i s h  in 

New E n g l a n d .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i t t l e  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t he term came i n t o  popu l a r  use at  a l l  i n the 

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and v i r t u a l l y  no r e l i a b l e  ev i dence t h a t  

i t  was e v e r  used b y ,  o r  in r e f e r e n c e  to the S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  o f  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  New Hampshi re.

T h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  t h e  t e r m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  among 

e i g h t  e e n t  h - c e n t  u r  y r e c o r d s  l e n d s  c redence to charges by 

I r i s h  n a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y
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t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  t h a t  the term was n o t h i ng  more than an 

i n v e n t i o n  used by A m e r i c a n  n a t i v i s t s  i n t he 1850' s  and 

b e y o n d  t o  c r e a t e  f a l s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between the I r i s h  of
O A

n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  Yet  w h i l e  t h i s  charge 

has m e r i t ,  some q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s  necessar y .  For one t h i n g ,  

t h e r e  was b o t h  a pe r c e i v e d  and r ea l  d i f f e r e n c e  between the 

P r  e s b y t  e r  i a n s  o f  No r t he r n  I r e l a n d  and the n a t i v e  I r i s h  in 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  For an o t h e r ,  t he term S c o t c h - I r i s h  

was  u s e d ,  a l b e i t  s p a r i n g l y ,  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  f a m i n e .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  s t a t e  h i s t o r i a n s  l i k e  W i l l i a m  Smi th of  

New Y o r k ,  R o b e r t  Proud of  Pe nn s y l v a n i a ,  and Jeremy Bel knap 

o f  New H a m p s h i r e  d i d  n o t  use t he t e r m,  i t  had a p p a r e n t l y  

w o r k e d  i t s  way i n t o  t he  language by t he 1 8 3 0 ' s - - p r o b a b l y  as 

a r e s u l t  o f  a n t i - I r i s h  and a n t  i - C a t  h o 1 i c s y m p a t h i e s . ^  

C h a r l e s  Hodge, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  used the term at  l e a s t  once in 

h i s  1 8 3 9  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h . ^ ®  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  t h e . t e r m  i s  used w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  

r e g u l a r i  t y .

The f l o o d  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  t h e  wake o f  I r e l a n d ' s  

p o t a t o  f a m i n e  o f  the l a t e  1840'  s r e s u l t e d  in the i nc r eased 

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t he t erm S c o t c h - I r i s h .  Mo r i s o n ' s  use of  t he 

t e r m ,  as w e l l  as h i s  d e r o g a t o r y  remarks about  the C a t h o l i c  

I r i s h  and h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  " c l a s s , "  a l l  s e r v e d  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  a p o l o g i s t s  and n a t i v i s t s  a l i k e  t h r o u g h o u t  t he 

s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Whi l e n a t i v i s t  

r e a c t i o n  to I r i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n  may have been l ess  ou t rageous
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i n  New H a m p s h i r e  t han i n Boston d u r i n g  t he 18 5 0 ' s ,  i t  was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  p e r s u a s i v e  to put  an avowed Know Not h i ng in 

t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  i n  1 8 5 4 .  In t h i s  l i g h t ,  t he term 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e r v e d  a d u a l  p u r p o s e .  Descendants o f  t he 

e i  g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  cou l d not  on l y  use 

t h e  t e r m  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  themsel ves f rom the " w i l d  I r i s h "  

c u r r e n t l y  b u i l d i n g  New Hampshi re ' s  r a i l r o a d s  and wor k i ng  in 

New H a m p s h i r e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  but  t hey cou l d  use t he term 

f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Local  h i s t o r i a n s  compared 

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  w i t h  t h e  P i l g r i m s ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  w i t h  

P l y m o u t h .  Descendants  o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t t l e r s ,  l i k e  

t h o s e  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  P i l g r i m s ,  w e r e  n a t i v e  

A m e r i c a n s - - " t r u e  Amer i cans . "

By m i d - c e n t u r y ,  t o wn  h i s t o r i a n s  i n New Hampshi re ' s  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o w n s  had begun t o  assemble a S c o t c h - I r i s h  

" m y t h "  t h a t  s u r v i v e s  t o d a y .  The p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t s  of  

t h i s  my t h  we r e  t h e  Reverend Edward L. Parker  and I saac 0.  

Barnes.

P a r k e r  s e r v e d  as t h e  m i n i s t e r ' o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Ch u r c h  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  l a t e r  D e r r y ,  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s - - f r o m  

1 8 1 0  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 5 0 . 27 S i n c e  h i s  " C e n t u r y  

Se r mo n "  i n  1 8 19 ,  P a r k e r  had dabbled in town h i s t o r y ,  but  

mo s t  o f  h i s  t ime was devoted to h i s  p a r i s h  d u t i e s .  Late in 

l i f e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c h u r c h  r e l i e v e d  him of  some of  t hese 

d u t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  he wo u l d  w r i t e  a 

h i s t o r y  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  A l t hough he di ed be f o r e  t he j ob  

was f i n i s h e d ,  h i s  son e d i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  manusc r i p t  and
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had  i t  p u b l i s h e d  i n 1 8 5 1 .  The r e s u l t i n g  H i s t o r y  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  r e m a i n s  t h e  s t andar d  account  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n New Hampshi re. ^®

Wher eas  P a r k e r ' s  1819 sermon was l a r g e l y  based upon 

t own  and c h u r c h  r e c o r d s ,  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  and a t horough 

r e a d i n g  o f  J e r e my  Be l knap ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  New-Hampsh i r e , h i s  

m i d - c e n t u r y  H i s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s .  

M a c a u l a y ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  E n g l a n d  had been pu b l i shed  s i nce  

t h e  1819 ser mon,  as had John Graham's account  o f  t he s i ege 

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  P a r k e r  r e l i e d  on t h e s e  two sources to 

w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r s  i n  I r e l a n d .  On the l oc a l  scene,  

P a r k e r  used W i l l i a m  W i l l i s '  H i s t o r y  o f  P o r t l a n d  and 

M o r i s o n ' s  c e n t e n n i a l  a d d r e s s  i n  P e t e r b o r o u g h  i n  h i s  

Hi  s t o r y . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h i s  s e c t i o n  on e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

h i s t o r y  was s ha ped  i n  p a r t  by a growi ng body of  Amer ican 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  The r e s u l t  was a town h i s t o r y  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  o u t l i n e d  in 1819.

The mo s t  o b v i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e  between P a r k e r ' s  1819 and 

1 8 5 1  h i s t o r i e s  i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  I r i s h  

e x p e r i e n c e .  The f i r s t  of  P a r k e r ' s  f i v e  chap t e r s  i s devoted 

t o  I r e l a n d ,  and i n p a r t i c u l a r ,  t he s i ege of  Londonder r y .  

L i k e  M o r i s o n  b e f o r e  h i m,  P a r k e r  used I r i s h  h i s t o r y  to 

d e f i n e  t h e  " S c o t c h  I r i s h , "  a term he di d not  use in 1819.  

L a r g e l y  t h r ough t he e f f o r t s  of  James I ,  Scots f rom A y r s h i r e  

w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n  U l s t e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Ye t  t h e  key  t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t h e  much l a t e r  s i e g e  o f
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L o n d o n d e r r y ,  where "undaunted b r a v e r y ,  unwaver ing f i r m n e s s ,  

and h e r o i c  f o r t i t u d e "  were shown by the de f ende r s .

U n l i k e  h i s  e a r l i e r  s e r m o n ,  P a r k e r ' s  H i s t o r y  a t t a c k s  

I r i s h  " P a p i s t s . "  He des c r i be d  t he s i ege as "an ev en t ,  i n 

w h i c h  a r e  d i s p l a y e d ,  i n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t ,  t he c r u e l t y ,  

p e r f i d y ,  and o p p r e s s i o n  o f  P a p a c y ,  and t h e  r e s o l u t e ,  

d e t e r m i n e d ,  u n y i e l d i n g  s p i r i t  of  P r o t e s t a n t i s m . " 313 The 

s i e g e  and s u b s e q u e n t  d e l i v e r a n c e  by W i l l i a m  o f  Orange are 

c o v e r e d  i n s i c k e n i n g  and t r i u m p h a n t  d e t a i l ,  not  so much f o r  

t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m ,  but  as a l esson .  Accor d i ng  to Pa r k e r ,  

t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  b e l o n g s  i n  " t h e  a n n a l s  of  

f r e e d o m , "  and he lamented t h a t  " f ew comparat i  v e l y , of  t he 

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  b r a v e  defender s  of  t he p l a c e ,  i n t h i s  

c o u n t r y ,  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t he h i s t o r y  of  t h a t  ev en t ,  upon 

w h i c h  was suspended the r i c h  i n h e r i t a n c e  t hey  have r ece i ved  

f r o m  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  and w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  t o  t r a n s m i t  to 

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s . " 31 Pa r ke r  took p r i d e  t h a t  t he f i r s t  

t wo m i n i s t e r s  o f  Londonder r y ,  New Hampshi re,  were ve t e r an s  

o f  t h e  i n f a m o u s  s i e g e ,  a n d ,  a l m o s t  as i f  t h e  wa l l s  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  had been e t h n i c  as we l l  as m i l i t a r y  b a r r i e r s ,  

he b o a s t e d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  " r e t a i n e d  unmixed the 

n a t i o n a l  S c o t c h  c h a r a c t e r . " 33 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  P a r k e r  

t h o u g h t  o f  the s i ege as a t r i a l  whi ch helped to prepare  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  " t o  e n c o u n t e r  t he har dsh i ps  and 

e n d u r e  t h e  t r i a l s  of  f o r mi ng  a new s e t t l e m e n t ,  and to l ay  

the f o u n d a t i o n  of  a communi t y . " 33
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Mos t  o f  P a r k e r ' s  Hi  s t o r y  d e a l t  w i t h  t he s e t t l e m e n t  

and g r o w t h  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  and i t  i s  here t h a t  he touched 

upon a number of  o t h e r  themes t h a t  made up t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

m y t h  i n_ New H a m p s h i r e .  One o b v i o u s  t h e me  m e n t i o n e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o ok  was t h e  r u g g e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 

s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  as t h e y  s u b d u e d  t h e  

w i l d e r n e s s .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  p i o n e e r  i s p h y s i c a l l y  and 

m o r a l l y  s t r o n g ,  mo t i v a t e d  by t he a r den t  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  of  

J o h n  K n o x ,  l i t e r a t e  ( b u t  n o t  l i t e r a r y ) ,  f r u g a l ,  

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  w i t ' t y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  f r i v o l o u s ,  and 

s o b e r  - - us u a 1 1y . I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  who moved 

on t o  s e t t l e  n e i g h b o r i n g  P e t e r b o r o u g h , Parker  noted " t n e  

h a r d s h i p s  . . . we r e  s e v e r e ,  f a r  mor e  so t h a n  t h o s e  now 

e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  p i o n e e r s  i n  our  western t e r r i t o r i e s .  

B e i n g  r e c e n t l y  f r om a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  unaccustomed to t he 

a x e ,  and by ' no means a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t he best  method o f  

c l e a r i n g  away t he t i m b e r ,  t hey  were here in the mi ds t  of  an 

u n b r o k e n  f o r e s t  and exposed to ac t s  of  I nd i an  c r u e l t y . " ^  

Y e t ,  b e f o r e  l o n g ,  " t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and s o l i t a r y  p l ace  was 

made g l  a d .  1135 y ^ g  $Co t c h - I r i s h  p i o n e e r  of  p r o v i n c i a l  New 

Ha mp s h i r e  adapted q u i c k l y  t o  the u n f a m i l i a r  w i l d e r n e s s ;  t he  

l a n d  was s u b d u e d  and so we r e  t h e  I n d i a n s .  P a r k e r ' s  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  q u i c k l y  t u r ned  Londonder r y  i n t o  t he 

p r o v i n c e ' s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  town,  w h i l e  Londonder r y  n a t i v e  

R o b e r t  R o g e r s  became Ame r i c a ' s  most  famous I nd i an  f i g h t e r .  

Ro g e r s  and h i s  r a n g e r s ,  many o f  whom were S c o t c h - I r i s h
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n e i g h b o r s ,  e p i t o m i z e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  and 

courage.

A n o t h e r  el ement  i n t he New Hampshi re S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth 

was t h e  u n f l i n c h i n g  p a t r i o t i s m  of  t he  s e t t l e r s  d u r i n g  t he 

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n .  N e i t h e r  t h e i r  S c o t t i s h  bl ood nor 

t h e i r  P r  e s by t  e r  i a n i s m l e d  t hem to be f a v o r a b l y  i n c l i n e d  

t o w a r d  t he  E n g l i s h .  Parker  even proposed t h a t  " t h e  form of  

t h e i r  c h u r c h  p o l i t y "  was a f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  to 

f i g h t  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e . ^  The Londonder r y  f a rmer s  were 

" p r o m p t  to r e p a i r ' t o  t he scene of  a c t i o n , "  and General  John 

S t a r k ,  a n a t i v e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  was the p e r f e c t ,  he r o i c  

l e a d e r  f o r  t he  o c c a s i on .  L i ke  Rogers in the p r ev i o u s  war ,  

S t a r k  was a s y mb o l  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e l p i n g  the 

o n c e  d e t e s t e d  " I r i s h "  g a i n  t h e  r e s p e c t  of  t h e i r  Eng l i s h  

ne i ghbor s  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e a de r s .

I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  P a r k e r  a l s o  b o r r o w e d  some t h e me s  f r o m 

B e l k n a p ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  N e w - H a m p s h i r e . The S c o t c h - I r i s h  

we r e  s t i g m a t i z e d  as " I r i s h "  by t h e i r  Eng l i sh  ne i ghbo r s ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  had v i r t u a l l y  evapor a t ed by t he end 

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The f i r s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

had a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  p o t a t o  as a f i e l d  crop in New 

E n g l a n d ,  and t hey were renowned f o r  t h e i r  s k i l l  i n growing 

f l a x  and mak i ng  l i n e n .  Accor d i ng  to Pa r k e r ,  l i n e n  made in 

L o n d o n d e r r y  was f a mo u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t he Amer ican c o l o n i e s ,  

and some L o nd o n de r r y  merchants made modest  f o r t u n e s  in the 

l o c a l  l i n e n  t r a d e .
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Edwar d  P a r k e r ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  Londonder ry  has y e t  to be 

s u p e r c e d e d  as a c o m m u n i t y  h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and 

P a r k e r  r e m a i n s  one o f  t h e  mos t  q u o t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  on 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e  i n  Amer i ca.  I saac 0. 

B a r n e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i s  l ess  we l l  known t oday .  Yet 

h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  m y t h ,  as 

u n d e r s t o o d  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  and c o mmo n l y  used in town 

h i s t o r i e s ,  i s  no l ess  s i g n i f i c a n t  than t h a t  o f  Par ker .

I n  1 8 5 0 ,  t h e  t own o f  B e d f o r d - - l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t he 

M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  f r o m Londonder ry  and s e t t l e d  by a m i x t u r e  

o f  E n g l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  p i o n e e r s - - u s e d  the occas i on of  

i t s  one h u n d r e d t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  t o  p u b l i s h ,  n o t  j u s t  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  a d d r e s s ,  but  a f u l l  sca l e  town h i s t o r y .  Whi l e 

t h e  t own h i s t o r y  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  the 

h i s t o r i c a l  address by I saac Barnes i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  f o r  what  

i t  says  a b o u t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h . ^  Barnes was a n a t i v e  of  

3 e d f o r d  l i v i n g  i n  B o s t o n  at  t he t ime of  h i s  address.  He 

had  a p p a r e n t l y  r e a c h e d  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  Pa r k e r ,  us i ng as one of  hi s 

s o u r c e s  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t u d i e s  of  Wi l l i a m Henry Foote in 

V i r g i n i a  an d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  B e i n g  s omewha t  mor e 

c o s m o p o l i t a n  in both hi s  sources and o u t l o o k ,  Barnes gave a 

new d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r  po r t r a y e d  by 

Parker .

B a r n e s  l e t  h i s  a u d i e n c e  know t h a t  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  

came o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m Sc o t l a n d ,  not  I r e l a n d :  " t hey  were no 

mor e I r i s h m e n ,  t h a n  i s  a C o n n a u g h t  o r  Munster -man,  who
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O Q
w o r k s  upon o u r  R a i l - w a y s ,  a yank ee . "  Both t he s i ege of

L o n d o n d e r r y  and t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church of  John Knox have

h e l p e d  t o  f o r m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c h a r a c t e r  and d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t

f r o m  t h e  I r i s h .  "The Scotch are zea l ous  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  and

P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  The I r i s h  as zea l ous  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  The

S c o t c h  we r e  t h e  b e s i e g e d ,  and t he I r i s h  the bes i ege r s  at  

3 9L o n d o n d e r r y . " U n l i k e  P a r k e r ,  however ,  Barnes r e t u r n ed  

t o  an e a r l i e r  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  S c o t t i s h  c u l t u r e - - a  reverence  

t h a t  i s  a p p r o  p r  i a t e l y  r o ma n t i c .  I g n o r i n g  ol d d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e t w e e n  H i g h l a n d  and Lowl and  S c o t l a n d ,  Barnes noted t h a t  

B e d f o r d ' s  e a r l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  cou l d  " c l a i m a common 

f a t h e r - l a n d  w i t h  B r u c e  and w i t h  B u r n s ;  t h a t  t hey  coul d 

s p e ak  of  t he w i l d  h i gh l and  c h i e f s  as of  t h e i r  own ' k i t h  and 

k i n  ' - - t h a t  t h e y  could t a l k  of  John Knox,  as the f ound e r  of  

t h e i r  c h u r  c h . . . . " ^  He f u r t h e r  i n v i t e d  h i s  audi ence to 

d r eam w i t h  h i m o f  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  r a m p a r t s  of  S t i r l i n g  

C a s t l e ,  of  wa l k i n g  the h a l l s  of  Hol yrood House to " f i n d  the 

b l o o d - s t a i n s  o f  R i z z i o , "  o r  t o  d a n c e  " w i t h  w i t c h e s  and 

w a r l o c k s , "  t o  c o n s o r t  " w i t h  B r o w n i e s ,  K e l p i e s ,  and 

Wat  e r - w r a i t h s , "  and to behold the ghost  of  Banquo. I t  i s  a 

S c o t t i s h  f o l k  c u l t u r e  r i n g i n g  w i t h  songs l i k e  " B r u c e ' s  

F a r e w e l l , "  " Ba n k s  and Br a e s  o f  Bonny  D o o n , "  and "Flow 

g e n t l y ,  sweet  A f t o n . " ^

L i k e  P a r k e r ,  B a r n e s  d w e l l e d  upon t h e  s i e g e  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  when d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  y e a r s  in I r e l a n d .  Yet 

B a r n e s  had mor e t o  say a b o u t  t he  process of  e m i g r a t i o n ,  

e v e n  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  E a g l e  Wi ng  e p i s o d e  c f  1 6 3 6 .  By
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f o c u s i n g  upon e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  as o p p o s e d  to 

i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  Barnes '  account  i n c l u d e s  the 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o r y  i n  t h e  Mi dd l e  Co l on i es  and the South,  

w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on the work of  F r a n c i s  Mackemie.

H i s  wo r k  i s  l e s s  p a r o c h i a l  than t h a t  o f  Pa r k e r .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  o f  l i t t l e  Bed f o r d ,  New Hampshi re,  had 

c o u s i n s  i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and t h e  C a r o l i n a s .  

P a r k e r ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  were rugged i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

h a r d e n e d  by the s i ege  o f  Londonder ry  and u p l i f t e d  by t h e i r  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a i t h .  B a r n e s '  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

c o m p r i s e d  a n a t i o n  o f  p i l g r i m s - - a  l o s t  t r i b e  o f  Scots and a 

" d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  " - - w h o s e  c u l t u r e ,  

f a i t h ,  and o r d e a l s  bound  them t o g e t h e r  i n s p i t e  of  bei ng 

s c a t t e r e d  around t he Uni t ed S t a t e s .

T o g e t h e r ,  Edwar d  P a r k e r  and I s a a c  Barnes gave New 

H a m p s h i r e  r e a d e r s  a f u l l y - d e v e l o p e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  myt h- -one 

t h a t  wa s  g e n e r a l l y  c o p i e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  a 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p a s t ,  but  w i t h  a few i n g r e d i e n t s  p e c u l i a r  to 

t h e  G r a n i t e  S t a t e .  At  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  the myth goes 

l i k e  t h i s .  Upon t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  K i n g  James I of  

S c o t l a n d  and Engl and,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

S c o t s ,  s t e e p e d  i n  S c o t t i s h  l o r e ,  mi g r a t ed  to U l s t e r  e a r l y  

i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  o c c u p y  l ands dese r t ed  by 

I r i s h  " r e b e l s . "  Throughout  the c e n t u r y ,  t he Scots r e t a i n e d  

t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y ,  and d i d  n o t  mi x  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  the n a t i v e  I r i s h .  A f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  t h r ough two 

b l o o d y  u p r i s i n g ?  by I r i s h  " P a p i s t s , "  and v i r t u a l l y  sav i ng
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W i l l i a m  o f  O r a n g e ' s  c r o wn  i n  t h e i r  s t o u t  d e f e n s e  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t h e  S c o t s  we r e  " r e w a r d e d "  by t h e i r  Eng l i sh  

m a s t e r s  by r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and hi gh r e n t s .  Hence,  

i n  1717 and 1718,  t hey  began m i g r a t i n g  to Amer i ca i n l a r g e  

n u mb e r s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  church w i t h  them.  They were s t u r d y  

S c o t s ,  t o u g h e n e d  by the s i ege of  Londonder r y ,  ye t  so f t ened  

a t  t i m e s  by a m i x t u r e  o f  S c o t t i s h  r oman t i c i sm and I r i s h  

w i t .  As p i o n e e r s  t hey  were hardy and p r o l i f i c .  They were 

e f f e c t i v e  I n d i a n  f i g h t e r s  and f o r emos t  among the p a t r i o t s  

d u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t hey  had a s s i m i l a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Eng l i s h  

n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  " A m e r i c a n s , "  and among t h e i r  

d e s c e n d a n t s  we r e  some o f  Amer i ca ' s  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r s .  As w i t h  most myths ,  p a r t  o f  t h i s  was 

t r u e ,  p a r t  was d i s t o r t e d . 4^

At  t h e  s t a t e  o r  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  we r e  f r e q u e n t l y  confused w i t h  

I r i s h  " P a p i s t s , "  a c h a r g e  h o t l y  d e n i e d  by t h e i r  f i r s t  

s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s .  New Hampshi re ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  were a l so 

c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t a t o  and t he 

c r e a t i o n  o f  a c o m m e r c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  l i n e n  t r a d e .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  my t h  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  i s  

p u n c t u a t e d  by t he  h e r o i c s  of  Rober t  Rogers and John S t a r k .  

Th e s e  " e m b e l l i s h m e n t s "  s a t i s f i e d  the p a r o c h i a l  l ea n i ng s  of  

s t a t e  and l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  y e t  w e r e  i n c i d e n t a l  e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  New

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 64 -

H a m p s h i r e ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  to remain s a f e l y  w i t h i n  

t he  n a t i o n a l  my t h . 4 *5

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  remai nder  of  t he n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a 

number  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  town h i s t o r i e s  bor rowed f rom the 

a c c o u n t s  o f  P a r k e r  and B a r n e s  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n . 44 

Wi n d h a m ' s  L e o n a r d  M o r r i s o n  was one of  the most  amb i t i ous  

New H a m p s h i r e  t o wn  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  Not o n l y  d i d  he w r i t e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  town h i s t o r y ,  

b u t  he t r a v e l e d  t o  U l s t e r  and Scot l and  in search of  the 

" r o o t s "  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c u l t u r e .  Hi s  f i n d i n g s  wer e  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  books,  but  most  n o t a b l y  i n a 

S u p p l e m e n t  t o  h i s  e a r l i e r  t o wn  h i s t o r y .  4  ̂ Ye t  even 

t h i s  account  adds v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i ng  to t he e a r l i e r  works of  

P a r k e r  and Bar nes ,  except  t o assure h i s  r eader s  t h a t  t h e i r  

v e i n s  a r e  f r e e  o f  " t h e  b l o o d  o f  t he C e l t i c - I r i s h . "  The 

S c o t s  o f  U l s t e r  hav e  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  " c l a n n i s h "  ways,  and 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  M o r r i s o n ,  have y e t  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  w i t h  the 

n a t i v e s  of  the Emerald I s l e .

As New H a m p s h i r e ' s  ve r s i on  of  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o r y  

moved i n t o  t he t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  l i t t l e  was a l t e r e d .  Some 

o f  P a r k e r ' s  a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  was  p u r g e d ,  h i s  

P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  was m o d e r a t e d ,  and t h e  l i s t  of  famous 

A m e r i c a n s  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  d e s c e n t  c o n t i n u e d  to g r o w . 4*’ 

The b a s i c  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o r y  i n I r e l a n d  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  be M a c a u l a y ,  n o t  t h e  mor e b a l a n c e d  and 

s c h o l a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  W. E. H.  L e c k y . 47 The b i a s  was 

c l e a r l y  P r o t e s t a n t  and Wh i g  i n t o n e .  The s t o r y  o f
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  New En g l a n d  was researched 

t h o r o u g h l y  by C h a r l e s  K.  Bo l t on  e a r l y  i n t he c e n t u r y ,  and 

h i s  b o o k ,  S c o t c h  I r i s h  P i o n e e r s  i n  U l s t e r  and Amer i c a , 

f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1910,  i s  s t i l l  t he  bes t  r e g i o n a l  s t udy  

o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t . 4® L i k e  some o f  t h e  town 

h i s t o r i e s ,  B o l t o n ' s  work t ends at  t i mes to be g e n e a l o g i c a l .  

He had much more to say about  c o n d i t i o n s  in I r e l a n d  in the 

s e v e n t e e n t h  and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  than was common among 

" S c o t c h - I r i s h "  h i s t o r i e s ,  and he gave l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  to 

t h e  1689 s i e g e  o f  Londonde r r y - - t hough  he d i d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

use t h e  word " P a p i s t "  i n r e f e r r i n g  to t he n a t i v e  I r i s h .  In 

s p i t e  o f  some we l come c o r r e c t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s ,  however ,  

B o l t o n ' s  s t u d y  does l i t t l e  to a l t e r  t he bas i c  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

my t h .  Hi s  c h a p t e r  on Londonder r y ,  New Hampshi re i s taken 

l a r g e l y  f rom Par ker .

I t  w o u l d  be i n c o r r e c t  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  my t h  

d e v e l o p e d  by S c o t c h - I r i s h  h i s t o r i a n s  won u n i v e r s a l  

a p p r o v a l .  Even among descendants o f  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  t he r e  

wer e  d i s s e n t e r s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  at  the f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  

o f  D e r r y ' s  P i n k e r t o n  Academy in 1866,  guest  speaker  James 

Mc Co l l u m s t a r t l e d  hi s  audience when he announced t h a t  the 

f o u n d e r s  o f  the Academy "were Scotchmen;  not  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  

as t h e y  we r e  c a l l e d ,  but  Scotchmen . " 49 McCol lom d i s l i k e d  

t h e  t e r m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  because i t  i mp l i ed  t h a t  h i s  ances t or s  

m i g h t  be p a r t l y  I r i s h .  Accord i ng to the eminent  speaker ,  

t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  "never  i n t e r m a r r i e d  w i t h  them 

[ t h e  I r i s h ] ;  n e v e r ,  i f  t hey could we l l  avo i d  i t ,  admi t t ed
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t hem t o  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  h e l d  t hem a l o o f  as i f  of  an 

i n f e r i o r  r a c e .  Ye t  M c C o l l o m ' s  d i s s e n t  was mor e  a

m a t t e r  o f  d e g r e e ,  o r  p e r h a p s  m e r e l y  s eman t i cs ,  and the 

o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  somewhat u n c o mf o r t a b l y ,  

g l ossed over  t he appar ent  break i n r a nk s .

Of  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  the n a t i v e  

I r i s h  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth.  As C a t h o l i c  

I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  came to Amer i ca t h r o u g h o u t  t he  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  e n t i r e  concept  o f  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  " r a c e "  must 

have  seemed to be j u s t  anot her  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  adopted 

c o u n t r y .  The t e r m  " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  was unknown i n I r e l a n d ;  

i t  was as " f o r e i g n "  t o  t h e  ears of  an I r i s h  i mmi gran t  as 

we r e  t h e  names o f  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e s .  When Thomas 

D ' A r c y  McGee p r e p a r e d  A H i s t o r y  of  t he I r i s h  S e t t l e r s  i n 

N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  he d i d  not  even t ake the 

t e r m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e r i o u s l y .  He d i smi ssed i t  c a s u a l l y  in a 

f o o t n o t e .  The " i n a c c u r a c y  of  c e r t a i n  New Hampshi re o r a t o r s  

and o t h e r s ,  i n  i n v e n t i n g  a mi x e d  r a c e ,  whom they c a l l  

' S c o t c h - I r i s h ' "  i s  absurd,  s i nce  I r e l a n d  and Scot l and have 

a common h e r i t a g e .  "We are t he  same peop l e .  Our o r i g i n a l  

l a n g u a g e  i s  t h e  same.  Our  f a t h e r s ,  s p e a k i n g  a common 

G a e l i c  t o n g u e ,  f o u g h t ,  i n t e r m a r r i e d ,  and p r a y e d  

t o g e t h e r . " ^  He n c e ,  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

I r i s h m a n  and Scot  came of  common s t o c k ,  any i mmi grant  f rom 

I r e l a n d  was " I r i s h , "  even those who mi ght  have so j ourned 

f o r  a f e w  c e n t u r i e s  i n  S c o t l a n d .  Amer i ca ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

and I r i s h  h e r o e s  a l i k e  are lumped t o g e t h e r ,  a l t hough  the
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P r o t e s t a n t i s m  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  p l a y e d  d o wn ,  w h i l e  t he 

C a t h o l i c i s m  of  the l a t t e r  i s  p r a i s e d .

Two champion "debunker s "  of  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth came 

f r o m  New Hampshi re .  The f i r s t  was an I r i s h  i mmi gran t  named 

John C. L i n e h a n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  A m e r i c a  in 1849,  L i nehan 

s e t t l e d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  i n Penacook,  where he spent  t he  

r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  He was a c t i v e  in t he  C a t h o l i c  Church,  

t h e  Gr a n d  Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  a number of  l oca l  c i v i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i n  s t a t e  government ,  

wh e r e  he s e r v e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  as t he  s t a t e  i nsu r ance  

c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  he t o o k  an a c t i v e  

i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  I r i s h  h i s t o r y .  He 

p u b l i s h e d  a n u mb e r  o f  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e  I r i s h  o f  New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  some o f  w h i c h  we r e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  and 

r e i s s u e d  i n  1902 by t he A m e r i c a n - I r i s h  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

i n  a b o o k  e n t i t l e d  T h e  I r i s h  S c o t s  an d  t h e  

" S c o t c h - I r i  s h . " ^

L i n e h a n  debunks t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth t h r ough a number 

o f  a r g u m e n t s  s i m i l a r  t o t hose ment i oned b r i e f l y  by McGee. 

J u s t  as t h e  " g e r m t h e o r y "  o f  Amer i can h i s t o r y  would ask 

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  P i l g r i m s  and P u r i t a n s  t o  search f o r  

t h e i r  t r u e  o r i g i n s  in t he German f o r e s t ,  L i nehan suggest s  

t h a t  d e s c e n d a n t s  of  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  l ook back to 

t h e i r  I r i s h  o r i g i n s .  A l t h o u g h  s e t t l e r s  o f  towns l i k e  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  A n t r i m ,  and Pet erborough con s i de r ed  t hemsel ves 

" S c o t t i s h , "  t h e y  we r e  o r i g i n a l l y  I r i s h - - e v e n  i f  i t  was 

n e c e s s a r y  to go back to Roman t i mes to make the c o n n e c t i o n .
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" F r om I r e l a n d  t o  A r t h - G a e h d a l  ( A r g y l e )  t he Scots went  i n 

5 0 3 .  To I r e l a n d  f r o m  A r g y l e  r e t u r n e d  t h e  S c o t s  i n  

1 6 1 2 - ' 2 0 ;  and t o  Amer i ca t h e i r  descendant s  s a i l e d  away i n
C 0

1 7 1 9 . " 3 L i n e h a n  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  a s t u d y  o f  l a n g u a g e ,

na mes ,  and even  a r t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  Scots and I r i s h  are one

p e o p l e ,  and t h e i r  r e a l  h o me l a n d  i s  I r e l a n d .  Nor shoul d

t h e y  be ashamed o f  t h i s .  " P r e h i s t o r i c "  I r e l a n d  had an

a d v a n c e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  f o r  i t s  t i me and was r i c h  i n c u l t u r e :

" I n  t h e  d a r k e s t  day  o f  t he  dark ages,  t h e r e  was a b r i g h t

f i r e  o f  i n t e l l e c t  i n I r e l a n d . " 54 L i nehan a l s o  noted t h a t

t h e  t e r m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  was a r ecen t  i n v e n t i o n ,  one unused in

e i g h t  e e n t h -  c e n t  u r y  New E n g l a n d .  The ei  g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y

s e t t l e r s  f r o m  U l s t e r  f r e q u e n t l y  gav e  t h e i r  communi t i es

I r i s h ,  n o t  S c o t t i s h  names .  They  f o r m e d  t h e  C h a r i t a b l e

I r i s h  S o c i e t y  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  e x c l u d e d  S c o t s  f r o m  

5 5m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  

r o s t e r s  f r o m  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r evea l ed  a s u r p r i s i n g  

number  o f  names common t o  s o u t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  even though 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  w r i t e r s  c l a imed many of  t hese t o be Scots f rom 

U l s t e r .

The s e c o n d  m a j o r  I r i s h  champion in New Hampshi re was 

P e t e r b o r o u g h  n a t i v e  James F. Brennan.  In s p i t e  of  being a 

member  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Ch u r c h  and the Democrat i c  P a r t y ,  

B r e n n a n  was a h i g h l y  r espect ed l awyer  and won sever a l  terms 

as P e t e  r  b o r o u g h ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n t he s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

N o r  d i d  he l a c k  c o u r a g e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

a n t i - I r i s h  f e e l i n g  i n  t own ,  Brennan used t he occas i on of
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P e t e r b o r o u g h ' s  1 5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  1889 t o  r i d i c u l e  the 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  m y t h . ^  I n  h i s  s p e e c h ,  and in subsequent  

a r t i c l e s ,  h i s  l o g i c  was s i m p l e .  S i n c e  the s e t t l e r s  of  

P e t e r b o r o u g h  had been b o r n  i n  I r e l a n d ,  and s i nce most 

d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  s e v e r a l  ge ne r a t i on s  o f  I r i s h  f a r m e r s , what  

c o u l d  t h e y  be but  I r i s h ?  Obv i ous l y  t hey  were " I r i s h "  when 

t h e y  m i g r a t e d  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  j u s t  as p e o p l e  b o r n  i n 

A m e r i c a  and whose ances t or s  t i l l e d  Amer i can s o i l  were t o be 

c a l l e d  " A m e r i c a n s . "  The term S c o t c h - I r i s h  was nonsense to 

B r e n n a n .  I t  has no h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s ;  t he " o r i g i n a t o r s  and 

p r o m o t e r s "  of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth were " s t r i c t l y  p r oduc t s  

o f  o u r  own t i me and or  our  own c o u n t r y . "  The term was not  

used i n t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b e c a u s e  " t hese  I r i shmen 

c l a i med no Scotch r e l a t i o n s h i p . " ^

B r e n n a n ' s  l a s t  essay on t h i s  s u b j e c t  was pub l i shed  by 

t h e  A r n e r i c a n - I r i s h  H i s t o r i c a l  So c i e t y  i n 1910, e i g h t  years  

a f t e r  t h e  same g r o u p  p u b l i s h e d  L i n e h a n ' s  b o o k .  By 

d e b u n k i n g  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth and e x t o l l i n g  t he v i r t u e s  

o f  I r e l a n d  and t h e  I r i s h ,  Brennan and Linehan were doi ng 

mor e  t han appea l i ng  to e t h n i c  p r i d e .  There was a p o l i t i c a l  

m o t i v e  as w e l l .  T h e i r  wo r k  was i m p o r t a n t  t o I r i s h  

n a t i o n a l i s t s  who w i s h e d  t o p o r t r a y  I r e l a n d  as a u n i f i e d  

n a t i o n  i n  sear ch  of  i ndependence ( o r  at  l e a s t  "home r u l e " )  

f r o m  E n g l a n d .  I r i s h  a p o l o g i s t s  l i k e  Linehan and Brennan 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  r o l e  of  the I r i s h  in h e l p i n g  Amer i ca gain i t s  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  E n g l a n d  in 1776 , and they were e q u a l l y
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q u i c k  t o  n o t e  t h a t  I r i s h m e n  i n  g e n e r a l  p u t  r e l i g i o u s  

d i f f e r e n c e s  as i de in the i l l - f a t e d  I r i s h  r e b e l l i o n  o f  1798.

J u s t  as t h e  term S c o t c h - I r i s h  had been dusted o f f  and 

p u t  i n t o  use f o r  reasons o f  e t h n i c  p r i d e  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  i t  was b e i n g  l a i d  to r e s t  f o r  reasons of  

I r i s h  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  i n  the years  be f o r e  Wor ld War I .  Yet 

t h e  t e r m  s u r v i v e d  i n  p a r t ,  j u s t  as E n g l a n d ' s  h o l d  on 

I r e l a n d  s u r v i v e d  in p a r t .  H i s t o r i e s  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c o n t i n u e  to d e p i c t  t he 

" S c o t c h - I r i s h "  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  an e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n  of  

t own  h i s t o r i e s .  Recent  s c h o l a r l y  accounts c o n t i n u e  t o  r e s t  

h e a v i l y  upon B e l k n a p  ( who s a i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h )  and Edward Par ke r .

I f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  myth has p r ov i ded  

t we n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i a n s  w i t h  a s o l u t i o n  to the problem 

t r o u b l i n g  t h e  Reverend James MacGregor i n 1720.  The l abe l  

" S c o t c h - I r i s h , "  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  dubi ous  a u t h e n t i c i t y , i s  at  

l e a s t  c o n v e n i e n t .  I t  i s  now the g e n e r a l l y  accepted name 

f o r  a g r o u p  o f  r o u g h l y  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  i m m i g r a n t s ,  m o s t l y  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s  o f  S c o t t i s h  descen t ,  who mi gr a t ed  f rom U l s t e r  

t o  A m e r i c a  b e f o r e  the Amer ican R e v o l u t i o n ,  not  to ment i on 

t h e  many t h o u s a n d s  o f  U l s t e r  S c o t s  who came to Amer i ca 

a f t e r  1730.

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  be a wa r e  o f  the myth assoc i a t ed  

w i t h  t h e  l abe l  when s t ud y i ng  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  p r o v i n c i a l  

New H a m p s h i r e .  The f a c t o r s  i n  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o l o r  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  and l ead to a somewhat d i s t o r t e d
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p i c t u r e  of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h .  Somewhere behind t he t a l e s  of  

W a l l a c e  and B r u c e ,  t h e  b l o o d y  annal s  of  the Londonder r y  

s i e g e ,  t h e  a r d e n t  and uncompromis i ng P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m ,  and 

t h e  e x p l o i t s  o f  Ro g e r s  and S t a r k  l i e s  a r e a l  p e o p l e ,  

r e mo v e d  f r o m  us i n  t i m e ,  whos e  s t o r y  f o r m s  a c r u c i a l  

c hap t e r  i n New Hampshi re h i s t o r y .
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NOTES

1. James Ma c G r e g o r  t o  Samuel Shut e,  27 February  1719/ 20;  
q u o t e d  i n  J e r e m y  Be l knap,  The H i s t o r y  of  New-Hampshi  r e , 3 
v o l s .  (Dover ,  N. H. ,  1812) ,  2: 260.

2. Fr om an " Od e "  w r i t t e n  by N a t h a n i e l  H. Mo r i s o n  and 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  John Hopkins Mo r i s o n ,  An Address D e l i v e r e d  at  
t h e  Ce n t  e n n i a  1 C e 1e b r a t i o n  i n Pe t e r bo r ough ,  N.H.  ( Bos t on :  
I saac R. B u t t s ,  1839) ,  64.

3. R u s s e l  B l a i n e  Nye,  S o c i e t y  and C u l t u r e  i n  Amer i ca:  
1830-1860 (New York :  Harper  and Row, 1974) ,  89-91.

4. Nye, S o c i e t y  and C u l t u r e , 321-24.

5. Ed wa r d  L.  P a r k e r ,  A C e n t u r y  Sermon D e l i v e r e d  i n  t he 
E a s t - P a r i s h  M e e t i n g  House , L o n d o n d e r r y  , New Hampshi re 
(Concord ,  N. H. :  George Hough, 1819) .

6 . Pa r k e r ,  Cent ury  Sermon, 11.

7. Pa r k e r ,  Cent ury  Sermon, 12.

8 . J ohn  M. W h i t o n ,  A H a l f  C e n t u r y  Sermon,  D e l i v e r e d  at  
A n t r i m ,  N. H.  ( C o n c o r d ,  N. H. :  Asa McFar l and,  1838) ,  13-14,
16 . See a l s o ,  John M. W h i t o n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Town o f  
A n t r i m ,  N.H. (Concord,  N.H. :  McFar l and and Jenks,  1852) .

9. Mor i son ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 65.

10. Thomas  S a v a g e ,  A H i s t o r i c a l  Ske t ch  o f  Bed f o r d ,  N.H. 
(Manches t er ,  N.H. :  Emerson and Mur ray ,  1841) ,  6 - 7 .

11. G e o r g e  B a r s t o w ,  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  
(Concord ,  N. H. :  I .  S. Boyd,  1842) ,  127-31.

12. See n o t e  2.  As w i t h  mo s t  of  these pu b l i s h e d  sermons
and addr esses  of  t he per i od  1820-1850,  Mo r i s o n ' s  address i s  
a p p e n d e d  w i t h  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  l e t t e r s  and speeches o f  v a r i o u s  
p o l i t i c i a n s  and d i g n i t a r i e s .

13. Mor i son ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 5-8.

14. Mor i son ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 8 .

15. Mor i son ,  Pe t e r bo r o u g h , 8 .
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16. Mor i son,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 5 - 7 ,  52-53.

17. Mor i son ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 52.

18. Mor i son ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h , 52-53.

19. J o h n  M.  W h i t o n ,  S k e t c h e s  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  New 
H a m p s h i r e ,  Fr om I t s  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  1623 t o  1833 (Concord,  
N. H. :  Marsh,  Capen and Lyon,  1834) ,  66-67.

20. Amos H a d l e y ,  Two Add r e s s e s . . .  b e f o r e  t h e  Dunbar t on 
Lyceum ( C o n c o r d ,  N . H . :  Asa M c F a r l a n d ,  1845) ,  19. Al so 
known as The L i t e r a r y  Ho u r s  o f  t h e  L a b o r i n g  Man: Ea r l y  
H i s t o r y  o f  D u n b a r t o n ^  S t e p h e n  TT A 1 1 e n , An A d d r e s s ,  
D e l i v e r e d  i n  M e r r i m a c k ,  A p r i l  3, 1846,  at  t he Cen t enn i a l  
C e 1 e b r  a t  i o n o f  t h e  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t he Town ( Bos t on :  S. 
N. Di cker son  & Co. ,  1846) ,  28-29,  62.

21. See L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 3 2 7 - 3 4 ,  f o r  a b r i e f  
hi s  t o r y  o f  the term S c o t c h - I r i s h .

22. F o r d ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  180 ;  L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  
248,  329-30.

23. Wa y l a n d  F.  Du n a wa y ,  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  o f  C o l o n i a l
Pen n s y 1v an i a ( C h a p e l  H i l l ,  N . C . :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nor t h
Ca r o l i n a  Press ,  1944) ,  7-8.

24. L e y b u r n ,  Sc o t c h - I r i s h , 332-33;  Donald Harmon Akenson,  
T h e  U n i t e d  " s t a t e s  and I r e l a n d  ( C a m b r i d g e :  H a r v a r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  Press ,  1973) ,  90-91.

25. Ray  A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  The P r o t e s t a n t  C r u s a d e :  
1 8 0 0 - 1 8 6 0  (New Y o r k :  M a c m i l l a n ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p a s s i m ;  Oscar  
H a n d 1 i n , B o s t o n ' s  I m m i g r a n t s :  A Study i n A c c u l t u r a t i o n , 
s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  ( C ambr i dge: Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  Press ,  1959) ,  
p a s s i m .  Fo r  a n t i - I r i s h  and a n t i - C a t h o l i c  v i o l e n c e  in the 
d e c a d e  b e f o r e  Mo r i s on ' s  speech,  see B i l l i n g t o n ,  P r o t e s t a n t  
Cr usade, 70-76;  Ha n d l i n ,  Bos t o n ' s  I mm i g r a n t s , 186-90.

26. C h a r l e s  Ho d g e ,  The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Ch u r c h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Wi l l i a m S. Ma r t i e n ,  1839) ,  63.

27. P a r k e r ' s  c h u r c h  was a c t u a l l y  not  P r e s b y t e r i a n , but  a 
" u n i o n "  c h u r c h  r e s u l t i n g  f rom an e a r l i e r  s p l i t  and reun i on  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  P a r k e r  was P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  however .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  church was o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t ed  i n Londonder r y ,  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  was p a r t i t i o n e d  in 1828,  l e a v i n g  t he church 
i n  t h e  town of  Der r y .  The meet i nghouse s tands t oday in the 
v i l l a g e  of  East  Der r y .

28. I n f o r m a t i o n  on P a r k e r  and the w r i t i n g  o f  the H i s t o r y  
o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  may be f o u n d  i n t h e  b o o k ' s  " M e m o i r , "
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w r i t t e n  by P a r k e r ' s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  Samuel  H. Tay l o r ,  and 
l o c a t e d  on pp.  i x - l v .  By " L o n d o n d e r r y , "  Parker  meant both 
D e r r y  and L o n d o n d e r r y ,  a l t hough  he appended the book w i t h  
s h o r t  h i s t o r i e s  of  some o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns,  i n c l u d i n g  
Wi n d h a m,  mos t  o f  w h i c h  had been a p a r t  of  t he o r i g i n a l  
Londonder ry  g r an t  u n t i l  1742.

29. Pa r ke r ,  Lo nd o n de r r y , 7.

30. Pa r ke r ,  Lo n do nde r r y , 9.

31. Par ke r ,  Londo nde r r y , 28.

32. Par ke r ,  Londo nde r r y , 68.

33. Pa r ke r ,  L o n do nde r r y , 28.

34. Pa r k e r ,  Lo nd o n de r r y , 184.

35. Pa r ke r ,  L o ndo nde r r y , 101.

36. Pa r ke r ,  Londo nde r r y , 102.

37. H i s t o r y  o f  B e d f o r d ,  New- H a m p s h i r e  ( B o s t o n :  A l f r e d  
Mudge ,  1851) .  The Barnes address i s  on pp. 17-51.  Barnes '  
a d d r e s s  was a l so  pu b l i s he d  s e p a r a t e l y :  I saac 0.  Barnes,  An 
A d d r e s s  D e l i v e r e d  a t  B e d f o r d ,  New Hampshi re,  on t he One 
H u n d r e d t h  An n i  v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  t he Town 
( B o s t o n :  A l f r e d  Mudge, 1850) .  C i t a t i o n s  are taken f rom t he 
ve r s i o n  o f  the speech pub l i shed  i n the 1851 town h i s t o r y .

38. I saac Barnes in B e d f o r d , 23.

39. I saac Barnes in B e d f o r d , 23.

40.  I saac Barnes in B e d f o r d , 24.

41. I saac Barnes in B e d f o r d , 24-25.

42. One o f  t h e  b e s t  v e r s i o n s  o f  t he n a t i o n a l  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
my t h  may be found in Samuel Swet t  Green,  "The S c o t c h - I r i s h  
i n  A m e r i c a , "  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A n t i q u a r i a n  
S o c i e t y ,  New Ser i  e s , 10 ( Wor ces t e r ,  Mass. :  by the S o c i e t y ,  
1896) :  32-70.

43.  I n  1889 ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  S o c i e t y  of  Amer i ca was formed 
f o r  t h e  avowed purpose of  " t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
h i s t o r y ,  t h e  k e e p i n g  a l i v e  t h e  e s p r i t  d e c orps of  the 
r a c e ,  and p r o m o t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  and f r a t e r n a l  
f e e l i n g  among i t s  members,  now and h e r e a f t e r . "  A l t hough a 
f ew l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s  f rom New Hampshi re j o i n e d  the gr oup,  
t h e y  we r e  s omewha t  out  of  p l a c e .  The rea l  purpose of  the 
S o c i e t y  was  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  b i a s e s  o f  New E n g l a n d  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  w h o ,  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s
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p r e d o m i n a n t l y  s o u t h e r n  and P e n n s y l v a n i a  me mb e r s ,  had 
s l i g h t e d  t h e  a c h i e v e me n t s  of  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  in f a v o r  of  
t h e  P u r i t a n .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n Amer i ca:  Proceedi ngs  of  
t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  C o n g r e s s  a t  C o l u m b i a , T e n n e s s e e  
(C i nc i n n a t  i : Rober t  Cl ar ke and Co. ,  1889) .

44. Mos t  n o t a b l y :  C.  E. P o t t e r ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  Manchester  
( M a n c h e s t e r ,  N . H . :  C. E. P o t t e r ,  1 8 5 6 ) :  E l l i o t t  C. 
C o g s w e l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  New B o s t o n ,  New H amp s h i r e  ( Bos t on :  
Geo.  D.  Rarfc] & A v e r y ,  1 8 6 4 ) ;  J . l l . Merr  i 11 , ed . ,  Hi s t o r y  
o f  A c w o r t h  ( A c w o r t h ,  N . H . :  by t h e  Town ,  1 8 6 9 ) ;  A l b e r t  
S m i t h ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Town of  Pe t e r bo r ough ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h  
C o u n t y ,  New H a m p s h i r e  ( B o s t o n :  Ge o r g e  H. E l l i s ,  r"376 ) ,  
w h i c h  r e p r i n t e d  Mo r  i s o n ' s  c e n t e n n i a l  a d d r e s s ;  W. R. 
C o c h r a n e ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Town o f  A n t r i m ,  New Hampshi re 
( M a n c h e s t  e r"! N . H . :  M i r r o r  St eam P r  i n t i  ng Press , 1880) ;  
L e o n a r d  A.  M o r r i s o n ,  The Hi  s t o r y  o f  Wi ndham ( B o s t o n :  
C u p p l e s ,  Upham & C o . ,  18 83 ) ;  and H i s t o r y  o f  Bed f o r d ,  New 
H a m p s h i r e ,  f  rom 1737 (Concord,  N. H. !  Rumford P r i n t i n g  Co. ,  
19 0 3 ) w h i c h  r e  p r  i n  ted I saac Barnes '  speech at  the Bedford 
c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n 1850.

45. L e o n a r d  A l l i s o n  Mo r r i s o n ,  Supplement  t o  The H i s t o r y  of  
Windham in New Hampshi re ( Bos t on :  Damrel l  & Upham, 1892) .

46. See ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  J o n a t h a n  S m i t h ,  "The S c o t c h - I r i s h  
S e t t l e r s  o f  P e t e r b o r o u g h , "  The Gr a n i t e  Month l y  29 (1900) :  
2 5 1 - 5 8 ;  Go r d o n  Wo o d b u r y ,  " T he S c o t c h - I  r i  sh and I r i s h  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  S e t t l e r s  o f  New Hampsh i r e , "  Proceedi ngs o f  
t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  4 (Concord,  N.H. :  by 
the S o c i e t y ,  1906) :  143-62!

47. Samuel  Swet t  Green,  " S c o t c h - I r i s h  in Amer i ca , "  d i d  t u r n  
t o  L e c k y ' s  w o r k ,  and as a r e s u l t ,  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t he 
P r e s b y t e r i a n s  i n  U l s t e r  has l e s s  i n the way of  po l emi cs 
than the work of  Macaulay or  Froude.

48. T e c h n i c a l l y ,  B o l t o n ' s  s t udy  i s  not  r e g i o n a l ;  t h e r e  are 
t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  d e v o t e d  t o  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a  and t he South.  However,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  hi s  
p r i m a r y  r e s e a r c h  r e g a r d s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n New Engl and,  and 
most o f  h i s  t e x t  i s  New England in scope.

49. C o m m e m o r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  S e m i - C e n t e n n i a l  
A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  P i n k e r t o n  Academy, Der r y ,  N. H. ,  September  
12, 1866 (Concord,  N. H. :  McFar land & Jenks,  1866) ,  17.
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Chapter  I I I  

The Great  M i g r a t i o n  i n Massachuset t s

How St r ange ,  0 God t h a t  r e i g n s  on h i g h ,
That  I should come so f a r  t o  d i e !
And l eave my f r i e n d s  where I was bred,
To l ay  my bones w i t h  s t r a n g e r s  dead!
But  I have hopes,  when I a r i s e ,
To dwel l  w i t h  them in yonder  s k i e s .

Gravestone i n s c r i p t i o n  o f  .
Hugh C a r g i l l ,  Concord,  Mass.

Mos t  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  who had "come so f a r  t o  d i e "

among t h e  " s t r a n g e r s "  of  New England began t h e i r  Amer i can

a d v e n t u r e  i n  B o s t o n  H a r b o r .  T h e r e ,  huddl ed upon smal l

v e s s e l s ,  t h e y  s t a r e d  c u r i o u s l y  at  the town b e f o r e  them.

Boston s t a r ed  back w i t h  equal  c u r i o s i t y .

The i m m i g r a n t s  mu s t  have been impressed by t he s i z e ,

b e a u t y ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  t he
0

l a r g e s t  t own  i n  B r i t i s h  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  Th o u g h  t h e  

p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  B o s t o n ' s  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  was na r r ow,  the 

h a r b o r  i t s e l f  was a v a s t  body of  wa t e r  h o l d i n g  scores of  

s h i p s  and b o a t s  o f  e v e r y  s i z e  and d e s c r i p t i o n .  Next  to 

l a r g e  s h i p s ,  c a r r i e r s  o f  Bos t on ' s  i mpor t s  and e x p o r t s ,  were 

s l o o p s  used i n-  t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e  a l o n g  w i t h  woodboats 

b r i n g i n g  much-needed f i r e wo od  to Bos t on ' s  homes and shops.  

D u r i n g  t h e  b u s y  summer  m o n t h s ,  t h e  naked masts of  many

- 77 -
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v e s s e l s  a p p e a r e d  as "a k i n d  o f  Wood of  T r e e s , "  f l o a t i n g  

upon the har bor  w a t e r s . ^

In A u g u s t ,  1 7 1 8 ,  many o f  t hese vesse l s  were t i e d  to 

m e r c h a n t s '  w h a r v e s .  I t  was here t h a t  manufactured goods 

f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  wine f rom Madei ra and sugar  f rom 

t h e  Wes t  I n d i e s  we r e  u n l o a d e d ,  wh i l e  the same sh i ps  were 

r e l o a d e d  w i t h  l u m b e r ,  d r i e d  f i s h ,  naval  s t o r e s ,  cand i es ,  

p i p e  s t a v e s ,  and even h o r s e s ,  c a t t l e ,  and p i g s . 4 There

we r e  o v e r  f i f t y  o f  t h e s e  wharves i n Boston Harbor .  Most

e x t e n d e d  outward r rom a mer chan t ' s  warehouse or  perhaps h i s  

home.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he r e  were at  l e a s t  a dozen sh i pya r ds  

i n  and around t he ha r bo r ,  p r oduc i ng  about  two hundred shi ps  

each y e a r . ^

The most  conspi cuous el ement  of  Boston Harbor  was Long 

Wh a r f .  P l a n n e d  i n  1 7 0 9 ,  Long Wh a r f  was r e a c h i n g  i t s

p r o p o s e d  l e n g t h  o f  1600 f e e t  by 1718. 6 I t s  no r t he r n  s i de

was l i n e d  w i t h  w a r e h o u s e s ,  and any wher e  f rom t h i r t y  to 

f i f t y  sh i ps  cou l d  be moored at  t he whar f  at  one t i me .  Long 

Wh a r f  was p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  r a p i d l y  c r u m b l i n g  "Old 

W h a r f , "  and was a i med d i r e c t l y  at  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r  of  Boston.

As Long Wh a r f  e m p t i e d  o n t o  K i n g  S t r e e t ,  t he weary 

t r a v e l e r  m i g h t  stop at  t he Bunch-of -Grapes Tavern,  l oca t ed  

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f rom Andrew F a n e u i l ' s  warehouse.  Beyond 

l ay  the town of  Bos t on . ' 7

E i g h t  e e n t  h - c e n t  u r y B o s t o n  sat  e n t i r e l y  upon a smal l  

p e n i n s u l a  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d  by a s t r i p  o f  l and,
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f o r t y  y a r d s  i n  w i d t h ,  known as t h e  " N e c k . "  I t  was 

a p p a r e n t l y  an a t t r a c t i v e  t o wn  f r o m  t he  h a r b o r - - a  " v e r y  

a g r e e a b l e  P r o s p e c t , " ' i n t he words of  one c o n t e m p o r a r y - - f o r  

w h i l e  t h e  t o w n  a r c h e d  a r o u n d  t h e  bus y  h a r b o r ,  t h e  

u n d e v e l o p e d  s l o p e s  o f  B e a c o n  H i l l  r o s e  i n  t h e  

b a c k g r o u n d . ^  Beac on  H i l l  was b a r e  o f  t r e e s  as w e l l  as 

h o u s e s  i n  1718,  as Bos t on i ans  were r e po r t e d  to be "enemies
Q

of  t r e e s , "  and few grew anywhere on the p e n i n s u l a .

T h e r e  we r e  p r o b a b l y  j u s t  o v e r  t e n  t housand peopl e 

l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t own  i n  1 7 1 8 ,  a l t h o u g h  some 

c o n t e m p o r a r y  e s t i m a t e s  we n t  as h i g h  as t w i c e  t h a t  

n u m b e r . ^  They  l i v e d  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  t housand 

d w e l l i n g s ,  one t h i r d  of  which were made o f  b r i c k ,  and which 

l i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one h u n d r e d  s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s . ^  

B o s t o n ' s  ma i n  s t r e e t s  we r e  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t he day;  t hey  

we r e  w i d e ,  paved w i t h  s t one b l o c k s ,  and in some cases,  had 

an u n d e r g r o u n d  sewer  system.  The t own ' s  e i g h t  scavengers

k e p t  t h e  s t r e e t s  c l e a n ,  and p r i v i e s  were l o c a t ed  at  l e a s t

1 9f o r t y  f e e t  away f r o m  any s t r e e t .  Yet  Bos t on ' s  s t r e e t s  

w e r e  c o n g e s t e d  as w e l l  as c l e a n .  P r i v a t e  c o a c h e s ,  

h o r s e m e n ,  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  c a r t s ,  and occ a s i ona l  

s t r a y  an i mal s  a l l  f o u g h t  f o r  t he same r i g h t  of  way,  o n l y  to 

be t h w a r t e d  by l o a d s  o f  t i m b e r  s t o r ed  in the s t r e e t s  by
1 O

Boston s h i p w r i g h t s . 1-0

The s omewha t  r e f r e s h e d  t r a v e l e r ,  emerging f rom the 

B u n c h - o f - Gr a p e s  T a v e r n  and p r o c e e d i n g  westward on King 

S t r e e t ,  wo u l d  see be f o r e  him t he proud,  b r i c k  wa l l s  of  t he
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Town Ho u s e ,  r e c e n t l y  r e b u i l t  f o l l o w i n g  t he  f i r e  of  1711.  

M e r c h a n t s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  worked in t he same t empl e ;  t he  

Town House c o n t a i n e d  a " W a l k "  f o r  mer chan t s ,  along w i t h  

c h a mb e r s  f o r  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  and t he 

p r o v i n c i a l  c o u r t s  o f  j u s t i c e .  The Town House shared i t s  

c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  t he  F i r s t  Church o f  B o s t o n - - a n o t h e r  

r e p l a c e m e n t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t he  1711 f i r e - - a n d  a number of  

books t o r es  and smal l  shops.

Fr om t h e  Town Ho u s e ,  t r a v e l e r s  c o u l d  move e a s i l y

t h r o u g h o u t  B o s t o n ' s  s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s ,  v i s i t i n g  i t s

t a v e r n s  and " v i c t u a l l i n g  houses , "  i t s  f o u r  co f f eeh ous e s ,

i t s  r e t a i l  g r o c e r s ,  i t s  dr y  goods s t o r e s ,  i t s  f i v e  p r i n t i n g
1 5h o u s e s ,  o r  t h e  shops  o f  i t s  v a r i o u s  c r a f t s m e n . 3 Being a 

s h i p b u i l d i n g  c e n t e r ,  B o s t o n  b o a s t e d  seve r a l  r opewal ks .  

T r a v e l e r s  m i g h t  a l s o  e n c o u n t e r  b r i c k l a y e r s  and bakers ,  

c o o p e r s  and c a r p e n t e r s ,  and a l m o s t  any f o r m of  s k i l l e d  

l a b o r  i m a g i n a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

w e a v e r s - - f  o r  B o s t o n  made l i t t l e  c l o t h .  ^  The pr ospec t s  

c o u l d  be u n p l e a s a n t  as w e l l ,  f o r  Boston had i t s  share of  

bu t che r s  and t a n n e r s .

F o r  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  w a i t i n g  i n vesse l s  anchored al ong 

Long W h a r f ,  h o w e v e r ,  Bos t on  r e t a i n e d  an i mp r es s i v e  aura.  

To t h e  r i g h t  was Bos t on ' s  crowded Nor t h End. Nor th Church,  

l o n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  I nc r ease  and Cot t on Mat her ,  dominated 

t h e  N o r t h  End s k y l i n e .  A l s o  v i s i b l e  were t he homes and 

w h a r v e s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  l i k e  W i l l i a m  C l a r k  and Thomas 

H u t c h i n s o n .  Several  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  houses cou l d  be seen
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f r o m  t h e  h a r b o r .  These homes were o f t e n  owned by Nor t h End 

m e r c h a n t s ,  who i n  ma n n e r s  and t a s t e  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  f rom 

m e r c h a n t s  i n  L o n d o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o one c o n t e mp o r a r y , "a 

Ge n t l e ma n  f r om London woul d al most  t h i n k  h i ms e l f  at  home at  

B o s t o n ,  when he o b s e r v e s  t h e  Number  o f  P e o p l e ,  t h e i r  

H o u s e s ,  t h e i r  F u r n i t u r e ,  t h e i r  T a b l e s ,  t h e i r  Dress and 

C o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w h i c h  p e r h a p s  i s  as spendi d and showy,  as 

t h a t  o f  t h e  mos t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  Tradesmen i n London. "  Nor 

was B o s t o n ' s  c u l t u r e  sk i n  deep:  "Humani t y  and t he Knowl edge 

o f  L e t t e r s  f l o u r i s h  more here t han i n a l l  t he o t h e r  Eng l i sh  

P l a n t a t i o n s  p u t  t o g e t h e r . "  I n  s h o r t ,  t he Nor t h End was 

Amer i can s o c i e t y  i n i t s  most  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f o r m . ^

To t h e  l e f t ,  or  sout h of  t he Town House,  was Bos t on ' s  

S o u t h  End .  The I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  anchored at  Long Whar f  i n 

1718 woul d have no t i c e d  F o r t  H i l l ,  South B a t t e r y ,  Old South 

C h u r c h ,  and t he r e c e n t l y  compl et ed New South Church as t hey 

l o o k e d  t o  t h e  Sout h.  Beyond t he South End l ay  t he  45- ac r e  

Common,  s i t e  o f  Bos t on ' s  m i l i t a r y  mus t e r s .  Whi l e  t he  Nor t h 

End was more p r e s t i g i o u s ,  t he South End was not  w i t h o u t  i t s  

e l e g a n t  b u i l d i n g s .  The homes and shops  al ong C o r n h i l l  

S t r e e t  w e r e  made o f  b r i c k  and r e c e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  ( t he 

1711 f i r e  a g a i n ) .  The o l d  Pr ov i nce  House on Mar l bor ough 

S t r e e t  and t h e  Faneu i l  House on Tremont  S t r e e t  were wor t hy  

o f  any b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  Nor t h  End.  Vet  t he South End was 

t h e  n e w e r ,  l e s s  d e v e l o p e d  h a l f  o f  Bos t on i n 1718.  I t s  

g a r d e n s ,  p a s t u r e s ,  and open f i e l d s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t  f rom
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t h e  c r o w d e d  N o r t h  End,  and gave t he South End a p l e a s i n g  

appearance t o t hose e n t e r i n g  Boston f rom t he N e c k . ^

B e h i n d  i t s  i m p r e s s i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f acade ,  however ,

l a y  a t o wn  w i t h  p r o b l e m s .  In t he c l o s i n g  year s  of  Queen

A n n e ' s  Wa r ,  Boston had t w i c e  run sho r t  of  f oo d ,  l e a d i n g  t o

s t r e e t  r i o t s  i n  1710 and 17 1 3 .  19 Sandwi ched i n between

was t h e  f i r e  o f  1 7 1 1 ,  a c o n f l a g r a t i o n  whi ch burned t he

h e a r t  o u t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  many homes

and s h o p s .  The war  l e d ,  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y ,  t o  a

s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  o f  w i d o w s ,  i n f l a t i o n  and t h e

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e a l  wa g e s ,  and f i n a l l y ,  an

i n c r e a s e  i n t he per cent age o f  wor ker s  f o r c ed  t o r e n t  r a t h e r
on

t han own t h e i r  homes.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  Peace o f  U t r e c h t  i n  17 13 ,  B o s t o n  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  t y p i c a l  p o s t w a r  p r o b l e m s .  

I n f l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  w h i l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r o s e  and t r ade  

d e c l i n e d .  P r e d i c t a b l y ,  B o s t o n  p o l i t i c s  f ocused on the 

e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y .  The l eader  of  t he " po p u l a r  

p a r t y , "  E l i s h a  Cooke,  J r . ,  proposed a p r i v a t e  l and bank,  in 

o r d e r  t o gener a t e  t he needed cu r r ency  f o r  Bos t on ' s  economy.  

C o n s e r v a t i v e ,  pr o- gover nment  l eader s  de f ea t ed Cooke' s l and 

b a n k ,  b u t  q u i c k l y  gave  h i m a n o t h e r  " p o p u l a r "  i ssue when 

t h e y  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  B o s t o n ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  town 

g o v e r n m e n t . Cooke c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h e  i s s u e ,  w i n n i n g  

e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  General  Cour t  i n 1718.  In 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  he was a r e g u l a r  cho i ce  f o r  moder at or  

o f  t o w n  m e e t i n g .  B o s t o n ' s  p r i n t i n g  h o u s e s  emer ged
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v i c t o r i o u s .  The Cooke and p r  o -  go vernment  f a c t i o n s  t o r e  

away a t  each  o t h e r  i n  p a m p h l e t  w a r f a r e .  More t han ever  

b e f o r e ,  B o s t o n ' s  i n n s  and v i c t u a l l i n g  houses came a l i v e  

w i t h  s t i r r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e . ^

M e a n w h i l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r e m a i n e d  h i g h  in Boston in 

1718 ,  and f ood shor t ages  over  t he coming w i n t e r  seemed ver y  

p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Boston r egar ded t he 

sudden  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  w i t h  s u s p i c i o n  and 

f e a r .  c £-

The I r i s h  v e s s e l s  began appear i ng in t he ha r bo r  near

t h e  end o f  J u l y .  S u r v e y o r  General  of  t he Customs Thomas

L e c h me r e  had t h i s  t o  say  one J u l y  e v e n i n g :  " Shi pps  are

c o m e i n g  i n  h o u r l y ,  but  no news;  I r i s h  f a m i l y s  enough;  above

2 0 0  s o u l s  a r e  c o mi n g  i n  a l l r e a d y ,  & many now h o u r l y

e x  p e c  t  e d  .  .  .  .  "  ̂3 gy f  i r s t  week i n  August ,  Lechmere

was v o i c i n g  a common concern when he wr o t e :

I am o f  o p i n i o.n a l l  t he Nor t h of  I r e l a n d  w i l l  be over  
h e r e  i n  a l i t t l e  t i me ,  here bei ng a t h i r d  v e s s e l !  w i t h  
I r i s h  f a m i l y s  come i n & 5 more,  t hey  say,  expec t ed ;  & 
i f  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  as I t h i s  d a y  h e a r d ,  o f  t h e  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  g i v e n  t o  t hese  be l i k e d  in I r e l a n d ,  20 
m i n i s t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w i l l  come over  i n 
S p r i n g .  I w i s h  ?t.h e i r c o m i n g  so o v e r  do n o t  pr ove 
f a t a l  1 i n t he end.

By t h e  s e c o n d  week i n  A u g u s t ,  L e c h m e r e ' s  t one had

h a r d e n e d .  " T h e s e  c o n f o u n d e d  I r i s h  w i l l  eat  us a l l  up,

p r o v i s i o n s  b e i n g  mos t  e x t a v a g e n t l y  dear  & scar ce of  a l l  

9 5s o r t s . "  On A u g u s t  1 3 ,  t h e  s e l e c t m e n  o f  B o s t o n  

a p p o i n t e d  an a g e n t  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  the S u f f o l k  County 

C o u r t  of  General  Sessi ons to o u t l i n e  a pl an " t o  Secure t h i s
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Town f r o m  Charges whi ch may happen to accr ue or  be imposed

on t hem by r e a s o n  o f  t h e  Pa s s e n g e r s  L a t e l y  A r r i v e d  here

f r o m  I r e l a n d  a n d ’ e l s e  w h e r e . "  By Oc t ober ,  t he sel ect men

had begun t o  wa r n  t h e  I r i s h  o u t  o f  t o w n ;  by December,

Boston was r unn i ng  s h o r t  o f  g r a i n . ^

As many as e i g h t  hundred i mmi gr an t s  f r om I r e l a n d  may

have  come i n t o  Bos t on  Harbor  i n 1 7 1 8 . ^  Never  be f o r e  had

t h e  I r i s h  come t o  A m e r i c a  i n  such numbers.  Most  of  t he

i m m i g r a n t s  came f r o m  U l s t e r ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e  of

I r e l a n d .  W h i l e  some we r e  "men of  Es t a t es "  who had " pa i d

t h e i r  p a s s a g e  w i t h  S t e r l i n g  i n I r e l a n d , "  o t h e r s  had pa i d

t h e i r  p a s s a g e  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  b a r g a i n

w i t h - - t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  f u t u r e  l a b o r - - a n d  t hey were sol d at

docks i de al ong w i t h  t he r e s t  of  t he car go .

S u n d r y  Boys t i mes f o r  Years by I n d e n t u r e s ,  young Women 
and G i r l s  by t he Year ,  p o r t a b l e  L i nnen,  Woolen and Beef  
t o  be d i s p o s e d  o f  by Mr .  W i l j j a m  W i l s o n  at  h i s  
Warehouse i n Merchant s Row, Bost on.

New E n g l a n d  l e a d e r s  wer e  conf used and f r u s t r a t e d  by

t h e  s u d d e n  e x o d u s  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  They  we r e

i g n o r a n t  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  I r e l a n d  and o f  I r i s h  h i s t o r y  i n

g e n e r a l .  Th ey  assumed most  I r i shmen to be backward peopl e

c l i n g i n g  s u p e r s t i t i o u s l y  t o t he C a t h o l i c  Church.  They were

r e l i e v e d  t o  hear  t h a t  t he " I r i s h "  who sa t  i n Boston Harbor

i n 1718 we r e  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  ye t  t h e i r  r e l i e f  was mixed w i t h

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  " I  cant  but  ask out  t he meaning of  such

P e r s o n s  i n  Such N u m b e r s , "  w r o t e  Gu r d o n  Sal  t o n s t a l l  t o

C o t t o n  Mat her ,  "come,  and coming f r om t he Nor t h of  I r e l a n d ,
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w h e r e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  has S t o o d  mor e  f i r m l y  f o r  t h e  

P r o t e s t a n t  I n t e r e s t  t hen i n B r i t a i n  I t  S e l f . " ^

P r i o r  t o  1 7 1 8 ,  New E n g l a n d ' s  exper i ence  w i t h  U l s t e r  

S c o t s  had been l i m i t e d .  F o r  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  New Eng l and ' s  

E n g l i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  had shar ed t he l and w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no 

o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p  t h a n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  o f  Al gonk i an  

I n d i a n s ,  and t hese  had been s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  pushed as i de i n 

a s e r i e s  o f  I n d i a n  w a r s .  I n  1 6 5 2 ,  a b o u t  250 S c o t t i s h  

p r i s o n e r s ,  c a p t i v e s  o f  t he b r i e f  encoun t er  w i t h  Cr omwel l ,  

we r e  s e n t  t o  B o s t o n ;  as many as t h i r t y  of  t hese were sent  

t o  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  Great  Bay area as i nden t u r ed  s e r v a n t s .  

Ye t  t h i s  was an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r ,  even i n s pa r s e l y  

p o p u l a t e d  New H a m p s h i r e .  I n a d d i t i o n ,  a smal l  number of  

C a t h o l i c  I r i s h  s e r v a n t s  w e r e  t o  be f ound i n New England 

f r om t he l a t e  seven t een t h  c e n t u r y  o n . ^ 0

The mo s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t a c t  between New Eng l and ' s  

E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  and t he Scot s i n U l s t e r  had come w i t h  t he 

i l l - f a t e d  E a g l e  Wi ng e p i s o d e  o f  1636.  Thi s  v en t u r e  was 

p a r t  o f  t he gener al  f l o w  of  d i s s e n t e r s  to Massachuset t s  Bay 

i n  t h e  16 3 0 ' s ,  and i t  be gan  when a n umber  o f  U l s t e r  

m i n i s t e r s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  Rober t  B l a i r  and John L i v i n g s t o n ,  

made " E n q u i r i e s "  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n t he Bay 

C o l o n y  f o l l o w i n g  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  John  W i n t h r o p ,  J r . ^  

A p p a r e n t l y  t he  response was s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  f o r  on September  

9 ,  1 6 3 6 ,  t h e  s h i p  E a g l e  W i n g , l o a d e d  w i t h  a b o u t  140

p e o p l e ,  s e t  s a i l ’ f r o m  Lough Fer gus ,  I r e l a n d .  The vessel
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made i t  h a l f  way a c r o s s  t he ocean be f o r e  be i ng f o r c e d  to 

t u r n  b a c k - - m u c h  t o  t h e  d e l i g h t  of  s c e p t i c s  who r i d i c u l e d  

t he a t t e m p t . 32

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e ma i n d e r  o f  t he sevent eent h  c e n t u r y ,  

l i n e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  were kep t  open between New Engl and 

s e t t l e r s  and P r o t e s t a n t s  i n I r e l a n d .  Dur i ng Ki ng P h i l i p ' s  

War ,  a s h i p l o a d  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  was s e n t  t o  Boston f r om 

D u b l i n .  Some o f  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  made t h e i r  way t o 

P l y m o u t h ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a day  o f  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  The 

p r o v i s i o n s  came l a r g e l y  f r o m  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  I n c r e a s e  

M a t h e r ' s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  N a t h a n i e l ,  who was p a s t o r  of  t he 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  D u b l i n  i n  1 6 7 7 . ^ 3 When e q u a l l y  

h a r d  t i m e s  f e l l  upon I r i s h  P r o t e s t a n t s  i n 1689,  Eng l i sh  

s e t t l e r s  i n  New Engl and were s y mpa t he t i c  t o t he p l i g h t  of  

t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  i n  r e l i g i o n .  The P l y mo u t h  congr ega t i on  

s p e n t  a day  i n  p r a y e r  and f a s t i n g ,  p a r t l y  i n response to 

t h e  " D i s t r e s s e  o f  I r e l a n d , "  w h i l e  Samuel  Sewal l  donat ed 

money f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  i n  I r e l a n d .  34 Qn 

J a n u a r y  31 ,  1 5 9 1 ,  t he chur ch at  Pl ymouth j o i n e d  o t he r s  in

c a l l i n g  f o r  a day  o f  T h a n k s g i v i n g  t o  c o mme mo r a t e  t he 

v i c t o r y  of  W i l l i a m ' s  f o r c e s  in I r e l a n d . 35

Be t we e n  t h e  Or a n g e  v i c t o r y  i n  1690 and t h e  f i r s t  

" w a v e "  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  B o s t o n  in 1718,  

p r o b a b l y  no New Engl and l eader  had more c o n t a c t s  in I r e l a n d  

t h a n  C o t t o n  M a t h e r .  U n l i k e  h i s  m u c h - t r a v e l e d  f a t h e r  

I n c r e a s e ,  C o t t o n  M a t h e r  never  l e f t  New Engl and.  Yet  hi s  

c o s m o p o l i t a n  and v i r t u a l l y  g l o b a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  hi s  many
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o v e r s e a s  c o n t a c t s ,  and h i s  b e l i e f  i n a " C h r i s t i a n  Uni on"  

c o m p r i s e d  o f  " t r u e "  C h r i s t i a n s  l ed him to keep abr eas t  of  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d .  H i s  I r i s h  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  wer e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g .  H i s  u n c l e s ,  

N a t h a n i e l  and Samuel  M a t h e r ,  a l t h o u g h  n a t i v e s  o f  New 

E n g l a n d ,  had b o t h  m i g r a t e d  t o t he B r i t i s h  I s l e s  as young 

men,  and b o t h  served f o r  a t i me as d i s s e n t i n g  m i n i s t e r s  i n 

D u b l i n . 0 At  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  Cot t on Mather  

p r a y e d  t h a t  " t r u e "  C h r i s t i a n i t y  would sweep away t he "Hi gh 

F l y e r s "  ( i . e . ,  High Church A n g l i c a n s ) ,  Ca t h o l i c s ,  and o t he r  

n o n - b e l i e v e r s  i n  Engl and,  Sc o t l an d ,  and I r e l a n d .  Through 

h i s  many l e t t e r s  he kept  a cons t an t  v i g i l ,  " t h a t  Engl and,  

S c o t l a n d ,  and I r e l a n d ,  mi ght  s p e e d i l y  undergo,  mi gh t y  and 

h a p p e y  C h a n g e s . "  To hel p speed up t hese changes,  he sent
*5 7

r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s  t o  h i s  v a r i o u s  o v e r s e a s  c o n t a c t s . '  

M o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  we r e  h i s  n e v e r - r e c o g n i z e d  p l a n s  t o 

e s t a b l i s h  " S c o t c h  Col on i es  to t he Nor t hwar d"  of  Boston in 

1706 ,  as a ha v e n  f o r  " Pe r s o ns  of  Honour both i n Scot l and 

and i n  E n g l a n d . " ^  i f  a r e f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  be 

t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  New Engl and t o Europe,  perhaps t he best  

p e o p l e  i n  E u r o p e  cou l d  be br ought  t o  New Engl and.  Hence,  

when P r e s b y t e r i a n s  f rom Nor t her n  I r e l a n d  began pour i ng  i n t o  

B o s t o n  H a r b o r  t w e l v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Cot t on Mather  was both 

r e c e p t i v e  and f u l l  of  sugges t i ons  and adv i ce .

I n 1 7 1 4 ,  t wo f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  t h e  c o mi n g  " wave "  of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  a r r i v e d  i n New Engl and.  The Reverend Wi l l i a m 

H o m e s  a n d  t h e  R e v e r e n d  T h o m a s  C r a i g h e a d  w e r e
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b r o t h e r s  - i n - l a w  when t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  Boston w i t h  t h e i r
o q

f a m i l i e s  i n  O c t o b e r  a b o a r d  t h e  Thomas and Jane. They 

wer e  g r e e t e d  a l most  i mmed i a t e l y  by Judge Samuel  Sewal l  and 

L t .  Gov.  W i l l i a m  T a y l o r ,  " i n  o r d e r  t o know what  was bes t  t o 

be done as t o  t he s h i p ' s  coming up . "  Appa r en t l y  t h e r e  was 

some concer n as e a r l y  as 1714 about  t he d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  " t he  

I r i s h . "  Homes and C r a i g h e a d  were g i ven some t u r n i p s  and 

c a b b a g e s  by J u d g e  S e w a l l ,  and Homes was l a t e r  i n v i t e d  t o 

d i n n e r  by S e w a l l  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  ^  Yet  

a s i d e  f r o m  t h e i r  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m,  t h e i r  I r i s h  backgr ound,  

and t h e i r  f a m i l y  t i e s ,  Wi l l i a m  Homes and Thomas Crai ghead 

seem t o  hav e  had l i t t l e  i n  common.  No sooner  had t hey 

l anded i n Boston t hen t hey  began t o p a r t  ways.

Les s  i s  known o f  Thomas C r a i g h e a d  t han  of  Wi l l i a m 

H o m e s ,  and C r a i g h e a d ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n t o  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n New Engl and i s  l i m i t e d .  By 1723 he had moved 

t o D e l a w a r e ,  and f r om t he r e  t o  P e n n s y l v a n i a . 4* Crai ghead 

began  h i s  t r o u b l e d  New Engl and i n t e r l u d e  w i t h  t he best  of  

c o n t a c t s .  Not  o n l y  was he i n t r o d u c e d  t o such p r e s t i g i o u s  

f i g u r e s  as Sewal l  and T a i l o r  upon a r r i v a l  i n Bost on,  but  i n 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  A p r i l  he pr eached i n p l ace of  t he Reverend 

B e n j a m i n  Co l eman  a t  t h e  B r a t t l e  S t r e e t  C h u r c h . I n  t he 

i n t e r i m ,  he had made t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  of  Cot t on Mat her ,  

a c t i n g  as an i n t e r me d i a r y  i n Ma t h e r ' s  a t t empt  to woo Lyd i a  

Ge o r g e  f o r  h i s  t h i r d  w i f e .  Crai ghead must  have done h i s  

p a r t  w e l l ,  f o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  Ma t he r ' s  weddi ng to Lyd i a
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Ge o r g e  i n  J u l y  1 7 1 5 ,  Ma t h e r  t hanked Crai ghead by l e t t e r .

In h i s  d i a r y ,  Mat her  l a t e r  r ecor ded :

Mr .  Cr a i ghead  has been so near  t o me on many o c c a s i o n s ,
t h a t  I w i l l  ass i gn him a Pl ace i n my Memor i a l s  among my
R e l a t i v e s .  I w i l l  ever y  Day ment i on him in my sec r e t
P r a y e r s ,  t h a t  he may be Kept  ho l y  and made u s e f u l .  I
h a v e  t h o u g h t s  o f  g e t t i n g  h i m t r a n s p l a n t e d  i n t o  a 
compr ehens i ve Se r v i c e  at  t he Eas t - war d .

W h e t h e r  M a t h e r  hel ped h i s  f r i e n d  f i n d  a p u l p i t  i s  not  

k n o w n ;  w h a t  i s  k n o w n  i s  t h a t  C r a i g h e a d  d i d  n o t  go

" E a s t - w a r d , "  b u t  s o u t h ,  t o  t h e  B r i s t o l  Co u n t y  town of

F r e e t o w n .  Freetown had been i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n 1583 under  t he 

o l d  P l y m o u t h  p a t e n t ,  b u t  t h e  t own  f a i l e d  t o  o b t a i n  a 

m i n i s t e r  u n t i l  p r e s s u r e d  by a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  B o s t o n .  

E x i s t i n g  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Freet own was a f a c t i o u s ,  

u n s e t t l e d  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t a i n i n g  a number of  B a p t i s t s ,  and 

t h e  t o w n ' s  a c t i o n s  were u n p r e d i c t a b l e .  To t he s u r p r i s e  of  

many ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t he Freetown town meet i ng voted i n 1707 

t o  a p p l y  t o  t he Bi shop of  London f o r  a m i n i s t e r .  In 1717,

F r e e t o w n  once agai n needed a m i n i s t e r .  The town r ecor ds  of

S e p t e m b e r  9,  1 7 1 7 ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Thomas Cr a i ghead  was

a p p r o v e d  as t h e  new m i n i s t e r  by a vot e of  t w e n t y - f i v e  to 

t h r e e ,  a l t h o u g h  f i v e  p e o p l e  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  shoul d have been made to t he Bi shop of  London.  

C r a i g h e a d  was t o  r e c e i v e  no f or mal  s a l a r y ,  a s t i p u l a t i o n  

t h a t  was bound  t o  l e a d  t o  pr obl ems.  Seeki ng r e l i e f  f r om 

h i s  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n s ,  Cr a i ghead t ook t he town t o c o u r t ,  

a s k i n g  f o r  an a n n u a l  s a l a r y  of  L65.  The t own,  angered by 

t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ' s  a u d a c i t y ,  v o t e d  to d e c l a r e  Cr a i ghead ' s
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e l e c t i o n  as m i n i s t e r  vo i d on June 19,  1719.  Cot t on Mat her  

t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  save h i s  f r i e n d ' s  j o b ,  w r i t i n g  t o a town 

l e a d e r :  " M r .  C r a i g h e a d  i s  a man o f  S i n g u l a r  p i e t y  and

H u m i l i t y  & meekness,  & p a t i enc e  & s e l f  d e n i a l  and i n d u s t r y  

i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  G o d . " 44 One wonder s,  however ,  i f  Cr ai ghead 

was r e a l l y  p a t i e n t  and meek when l o o k i n g  at  t he d i a r y  of  

h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  W i l l i a m  Homes.  Less  than two weeks 

a f t e r  b e i n g  f  o r  m a 1 1 y c a 1 1 e d t o  t h e  chur ch  at  Fr eet own,  

C r a i g h e a d  v i s i t e d  Homes,  wh e r e  " he  s p o k e . . . o f  goi ng t o 

B a r mu d a s . "  Homes not ed w i t h  r e l i e f  t h a t  t h e i r  meet i ng "was 

f r e e  w i t h o u t  any hea t  or  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . " 4  ̂ Regar d l ess 

o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  Crai ghead and h i s  f a m i l y  moved 

s o u t h  t o  D e l a w a r e  and t hen t o Penn s y l v an i a ,  where he d i ed 

i n 1739 . 46

I t  was C r a i g h e a d ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Wi l l i a m Homes, who 

made a more l a s t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e me n t  

i n  New E n g l a n d ,  i f  not  be d i r e c t  a c t i o n ,  at  l e a s t  by good 

e x a m p l e .  Homes was born i n I r e l a n d  i n 1663 . 4 ̂  Hi s exac t  

b i r t h p l a c e  i n  not  known,  and v i r t u a l l y  no t h i n g  i s  known of  

Homes '  f i r s t  t wen t y - t wo  y e a r s ,  except  t h a t  he was somet i mes 

s t y l e d  " t h e  meek. "  I n 1686,  he came t o Ma r t ha ' s  V i neya r d ,  

w h e r e  he t augh t  school  u n t i l  1689,  i f  not  l o n g e r .  In 1691,  

Homes r e t u r n e d  t o  I r e l a n d ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year  was 

o r d a i n e d  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  at  St r abane.  On September  

26,  1 7 9 3 ,  he m a r r i e d  Ka t h e r i n e  Cr a i ghead,  daught er  of  t he

Re v e r e n d  Rober t  Cr ai ghead of  Londonder r y .  In h i s  d i a r y ,  he 

r e c o r d e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  each o f  h i s  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n ,
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b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  son R o b e r t  i n J u l y  1 6 9 4 .  Thr ee  of  hi s 

c h i l d r e n  we r e  ba p t i s ed  by b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  Thomas Cr a i ghead.  

One o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  d i e d  as a smal l  c h i l d ,  wh i l e  ni ne of  

t h e  r e ma i n i n g  t en emi gr at ed f rom I r e l a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  par en t s  

i n  1 7 1 4 .  R o b e r t  Homes,  f r e q u e n t l y  s t y l e d  " C a p t a i n , "  

p r o b a b l y  came ahead o f  h i s  f a m i l y ,  and l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  

t a u g h t  s c h o o l  on M a r t h a ’ s Vi neya r d .  Samuel  Sewal l  d i ned 

w i t h  R o b e r t  on A p r i l  6 , 17 14 ,  and a l o n g  w i t h  ne i ghbor

Thomas Mayhew and some unnamed o t h e r s ,  hel d t a l k s  w i t h  a
A O

group of  l o c a l  I n d i a n s  on Mar t ha ' s  V i n e y a r d . 0

Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Wi l l i a m Homes r e t u r n ed  to Mar t ha ' s  

V i n e y a r d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n Bost on.  Ther e,  he was 

we l c o me d  by o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  and o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r  of  

C n i l m a r k  p a r i s h  on Sep t ember  15,  1715.  He succeeded the 

R e v e r e n d  Thomas Mayhew,  who had d i e d  t h a t  summer of  a
a q

h i d e o u s  a i l m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e  " k i n g ' s  e v i l . " 7 Homes 

remained at  Chi l mar k  u n t i l  h i s  death i n 1746.

U n l i k e  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  Thomas Cr a i g h e a d ,  Homes 

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a s o o t h i n g  p r e s e n c e  among h i s  

p a r i s h o n e r s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  a f r i e n d  o f  Bo s t o n ' s  most  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  spokesman,  Samuel  Sewa l l .  The ol d j udge began 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a g i f t  o f  t u r n i p s  and cabbages,  

f o l l o w e d  t wo y e a r s  l a t e r  by a P o l y g l o t  B i b l e  and l o t s  of  

a d v i c e  a b o u t  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  I r e l a n d .  ^  S e w a l l  had a 

p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  g i v i n g  away copi es of  Homes'  sermons in hi s  

t r a v e l s .  Homes had t h r ee  r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s  pub l i shed  du r i ng  

h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  and Samuel  S e w a l l  made a p o i n t  of  g e t t i n g
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some o f  t hem i n t o  t he hands o f  t he r i g h t  peop l e .  In 1720 , 

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  S e w a l l  ha n d e d  o u t  c o p i e s  o f  Homes '  

D i s c o u r s e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P u b l i c k  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  Hol y 

S c r i p t u r e s  ( B o s t o n ,  1 7 2 0 )  t o  " t h e  Counc i l  and Dep u t i es ,  

and many o t h e r s . " ^  Homes n o t e d  S e w a l l ' s  d e a t h  i n  a 

d i a r y  e n t r y  of  Januar y  11,  1729/ 30,  a l t hough i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  

t h a t  S e w a l l  would have d i s t r i b u t e d  Homes'  next  p u b l i c a t i o n  

had he been a l i v e .  Homes'  Pr oposal s  of  Some Thi ngs t o be 

d o n e  i n  o u r  a d m i n i s t r i n g  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  

( B o s t o n ,  1 7 3 2 )  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  p r e s b y t e r i e s  

t h r oughou t  New Engl and.

A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  Pr es  by t e r i a n i s m ,  Homes seems to have 

b r o u g h t  a l a s t i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n I r i s h  a f f a i . r s  i n t o  t he New 

Wo r l d  as w e l l .  Not  o n l y  d i d  he c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  Sewal l  

a b o u t  I r e l a n d ,  but  he noted in h i s  s l i m d i a r y  on August  24,  

17 2 9 :  " I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t he poor  i n I r e l a n d  are i n g r ea t  

d i s t r e s s  t h r o '  a f a m i n e  o f  b r e a d .  Of  much g r e a t e r

i n t e r e s t  i s  Homes'  p o s s i b l e  r o l e  i n t he I r i s h  m i g r a t i o n  of  

1713.

The e v e n t s  o f  1717 and 1718 are somewhat  sket chy  at  

b e s t ,  and Homes '  l e v e l  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  i mpo s s i b l e  t o 

d e t e r m i n e .  He c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  act  a l one ;  h i s  e f f o r t s  

wer e  p a r t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  movement  f rom Nor t her n  I r e l a n d  t o 

A m e r i c a .  I t  began w i t h  a t r i c k l e ,  even t h e  h i n t  of  a 

t r i c k l e .  I n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 1 3 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h r e e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  i n  I r e l a n d  p e t i t i o n e d  t he Lord 

L i e u t e n a n t  o f  I r e l a n d .  I n  s t a t i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e i r
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t r o u b l e d  c h u r c h ,  t h e y  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  

e n t e r t a i n e d  " t h o u g h t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

A m e r i c a . " 6  ̂ A f ew l i k e  Homes and Crai ghead di d more t han 

e n t e r t a i n  t h o u g h t s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n .  At  t h e  B o s t o n  

s e l e c t m e n ' s  meet i ng o f  Januar y  25,  1714-15,  Jav i ce  B e t h e l ! , 

an I r i s h  s h o e m a k e r ,  who w i t h  h i s  w i f e  had come t o Boston 

f r o m  N e w f o u n d l a n d  i n August  1714,  was admi t t ed a r e s i d e n t  

of  B o s t o n . 6^

I n  t h e  t wo  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  " f i v e  

s h i p s "  i n 1718,  as many as f i v e  t o s i x  hundred S c o t c h - I r i s h
C C

i m m i g r a n t s  may have  come t o  New Engl and.  3 Some of  t he 

e a r l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s  to New England may have come 

o v e r  as i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s . '  John Wi nt hr op compl ai ned i n 

1717 t h a t  he was hav i ng t r o u b l e  w i t h  h i s  " I r i s h "  housemai d 

i n  New L o n d o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t . 66 Ye t  t h e  n u mbe r  o f  

i n d e n t u r e d  s e r van t s  among t he e a r l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  

was p r o b a b l y  s m a l l .  Samuel  Shu t e  r epor t ed  t h a t  between 

J u l y  1717 and J un e  1718,  125 i nden t u r ed  se r van t s  had come 

i n t o  M a s s a c h u s e 11 s - -  o n 1 y t w e n t y - t h r e e  of  t hese had come 

f r o m  I r e l a n d . 6  ̂ I n d e n t u r e d  or  no t ,  however ,  some of  t he 

e a r l y  i mmi gr an t s  were poor .  In September  1717,  an I r i shman 

by t h e  name of  James Goodwin won the dubi ous d i s t i n c t i o n  of  

b e i n g  t he f i r s t  o f  many I r i shmen t o be warned out  of  Boston 

f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  show means of  s u p p o r t . 6^ Yet  i n s p i t e  of  

a m i x e d  r e c e p t i o n ,  t he I r i s h  kept  comi ng.  As many as f i v e  

t h o u s a n d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  may have  emi gr at ed f r om U l s t e r  i n
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c q
1717 a l o n e .  T h e i r  b e a c o n  l i g h t s  a l o n g  t h e  Amer i can 

shore were hel d by p i onee r s  l i k e  Wi l l i a m Homes.

On N o v e m b e r  3,  1 7 1 7 ,  Homes was v i s i t e d  by John 

M c C l e l l a n  and James Jami son,  l a t e r  known f o r  t h e i r  r o l e s  in 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n Wor ces t er  and F a l m o u t h . ^  I t  

i s  n o t  known what  was d i s c u s s e d ,  but  i t  may we l l  have been 

r e l a t e d  t o  an e n t r y  made t h r e e  wee k s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

m i n i s t e r ' s  d i a r y :  " T h i s  day  [ N o v e m b e r  2 4 ]  I r e c e i v e d

s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  t wo f r o m  D o c t o r  C o t t o n  Mat her  one f r om 

s e v e r a l !  gent l emen p r o p r i e t o r s  of  l ands at  or  near  to Casco 

B ay . " 61

A l t h o u g h  t he c o n t e n t s  of  t he l e t t e r  f r om t he Casco Bay 

p r o p r i e t o r s  i s  not  known,  t he event ua l  removal  of  numerous 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  Casco Bay suggest s  t h a t  t he 

" s e v e r a l l  g e n t l e m e n  p r o p r i e t o r s "  were l o o k i n g  f o r  Homes'  

s u p p o r t  f o r  s u c h  a move .  C o t t o n  M a t h e r  was e q u a l l y  

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t he f a t e  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  i n t he 

f a l l  o f  1 7 1 7 ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  f o r  mor e a l t r u i s t i c  

m o t i v e s .  E a r l y  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  Mat her  had t r i e d  to f i n d  a
9

p o s i t i o n  f o r  an u n e m p l o y e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s c h o o l ma s t e r . 11 

Yet  t h e  p r o b l e ms  mount ed,  and on September  20,  Mather  went  

t o  " G e t t  t h e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  D i f f i c u l t i e s  and De l i v e r enc es  

a t t e n d i n g  t h e  S h i p  f r o m  I r e l a n d . "  The n e x t  day  he 

l a m e n t e d ,  " M o r e  o f  t h e  p o o r  Men f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  wa n t  

Emp 1 oymen t . " ^  A mo n t h  l a t e r ,  on Oct ober  24,  Mather  was 

s t i l l  pl agued by the pr ob l em.  "The T r a n s p o r t  a t i o n  of  g r eat  

Number s  o f  good Peop l e  f r om I r e l a n d  h i t h e r ,  i s  a Concern,
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w h e r e t o  I w o u l d  g i v e  my h e l p i n g  Hand. "®^ Hence,  Ma t her ' s  

t wo l e t t e r s  t o  Homes i n  No v e mb e r  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  had 

somet hi ng t o do w i t h  i mmi gr an t s  f r om I r e l a n d .

I n t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 7 1 8 ,  e v i d e n c e  suggest s  t h a t  both 

M a t h e r  and Homes had a d i r e c t  hand i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  t he 

l a r g e s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  da t e .  On A p r i l  4, 

C o t t o n  M a t h e r  s e n t  some o f  h i s  wo r k  t o  I r e l a n d  f o r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  " t h e  M i n i s t e r s  of  Londonder r y  and Par t s  

a d j a c e n t . "  The mi ss i on  was e n t r u s t e d  t o "a young Gent l eman
C C

g o i n g  t h i t h e r . "  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h e  y o u n g

g e n t l e m a n  was R o b e r t  Homes.  Homes was due t o s a i l  f o r  

I r e l a n d  i n  A p r i l ,  and he was c e r t a i n l y  we l l  connect ed wi t h  

t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t r y  t h e r e .  Not on l y  had h i s  f a t h e r  

b e e n  a r e s p e c t e d  c l e r g y m a n  i n  S t r a b a n e ,  b u t  h i s  

g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Rober t  Cr a i ghead,  was a pr omi nent  Pr e s b y t e r i a n  

m i n i s t e r ,  s e r v i n g  as moder at or  of  t he U l s t e r  synod a year  

l a t e r ,  i n  1719 . ®® At  t he t i me of  Ro b e r t ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  hi s 

f a t h e r  W i l l i a m  Homes t r a v e l e d  to Boston f rom Chi l mar k  and 

s t a y e d  w i t h  h i s  o l d e s t  son,  pr each i ng  on one occas i on f o r  

C o t t o n  M a t h e r  a t  Nor t h  Church.  On A p r i l  13,  1718,  Rober t  

Homes s a i l e d  f o r  I r e l a n d .®' 7

T h e r e  i s  no d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  R o b e r t  Homes'  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  U l s t e r .  J e r e my  B e l k n a p ,  w r i t i n g  a h a l f  

c e n t u r y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  noted t he "One Hol mes,  a young man, son 

o f  a c l e r g y m a n ,  had been h e r e  [New Eng l and]  and c a r r i e d  

home a f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t  of  t he c o u n t r y . "  Bel knap went  on 

t h e  say  t h a t  " H o l m e s "  c o n v i n c e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s
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James Ma c Gr e g o r ,  W i l l i a m  Cor n we l l ,  and Wi l l i a m Boyd,  al ong 

w i t h  member s  o f  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  t o  come t o  New
C p

E n g l a n d . 00 Ye t  B e l k n a p ' s  i n f o r ma t i o n  i s  ske t c hy ,  and in 

a t  l e a s t  one d e t a i l  i n c o r r e c t .  He f e l t  t h a t  Rober t  Homes 

had c o n v i n c e d  h i s  f a t h e r  t o  emi gr a t e  wh i l e  i n I r e l a n d ;  as 

n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t he f a t h e r  was a l r e ad y  i n New Engl and.  I t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  R o b e r t  Homes had been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  

p e r s u a d i n g  h i s  f a t h e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  and 

Ma r t ha1s Vi neya r d ,  back in 1714,  but  t h i s  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n .

Wh a t e v e r  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Rober t  Homes'  s t ay  i n I r e l a n d  

was b r i e f .  I n  m i d - O c t o b e r ,  he had r e t u r n e d  to Boston 

a b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  M a r y and E l i z a b e t h , whi ch had s a i l e d  f rom 

L o n d o n d e r r y  and was f i l l e d  w i t h  i mmi g r a n t s . 69 There,  t he 

Mar y  and E l i z a b e t h  j o i n e d  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  f r o m I r e l a n d .  

W i l l i a m  Homes was t he r e  t o g r ee t  them.  When he had f i r s t  

come t o  New E n g l a n d  i n  1 6 8 6 ,  he had been a S c o t c h - I r i s h  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  i n  t h e  l and of  t he Engl i sh P u r i t a n - - a  l o n e l y  

f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  f l o o d  t o f o l l o w .  By 1718,  he was among 

hundreds of  hi s  count r ymen.

The f a mo u s  " f i v e  s h i p s "  f r o m  I r e l a n d  t h a t  sat  in 

B o s t o n  H a r b o r  i n August  1718 have had t h e i r  s t o r y  t o l d  and 

r e t o l d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s t o r y  has not  been t o l d  and 

r e t o l d  v e r y  w e l l ,  and i t  has a c e r t a i n  my t h i c a l  q u a l i t y .  

I t  i s  n o t  k n o wn ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  why so much a t t e n t i o n  has 

been p a i d  t o  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  f i v e  s h i ps ,  f o r  a l e a s t  tan
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s h i p s  came t o Boston f r om I r e l a n d  in 1718;  between 1714 and 

1 7 2 0 ,  C h a r l e s  K n o w l e s  B o l t o n  d i s c o v e r e d  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  

f o r t y - f i v e  v e s s e l s  c o m i n g  f r o m  I r e l a n d  t o  New Engl and 

p o r t s ,  m o s t l y  B o s t o n . 7 ® y ̂  e f i ve sh i ps  were not  even t he 

f i r s t  I r i s h  vesse l s  t o  a r r i v e  in Massachuset t s  i n 1718.  An 

unnamed s h i p  f r o m  D u b l i n  l a n d e d  at  M a r b l e h e a d  i n  May

c a r r y i n g  S c o t t i s h  and I r i s h  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s .  Davi d

B l a c k  was one o f  t h e  s e r v a n t s .  In Febr ua r y ,  he i ndent ed 

h i m s e l f  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  W i l l i a m  Gi bb ,  mast er  of  t he

v e s s e l ,  " t o  s e r v e  i n  suc h  s e r v i c e  and Empl oyment ,  as t he

s a i d  W i l l i a m  Gi b b  o r  h i s  A s s i g n s  s h a l l  t h e r e  e m p l o y  

h i m . . . . "  I n  r e t u r n ,  G i b b  would pay f o r  B l a c k ' s  passage,  

" an d  t o  f i n d  and a l l o w  M e a t ,  D r i n k ,  Apparel  and Lodgi ng 

w i t h  o t h e r  Necessar i es  d u r i n g  t he sa i d  T e r m. " 7^

C l e a r l y  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t he " f i v e  s h i p s "  between Ju l y  

25 and A u g u s t  4 was p e r c e i  ved by B o s t o n  l e a d e r s  as an 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  "wave"  of  I r i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n ,  but  t h e i r  f e a r s  

o f  f a m i n e ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  and p o s s i b l e  d i sease r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  t h e  s u d d e n  r u s h  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  w e r e  gr ounded upon 

e x p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  I r i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n  over  t he p r ev i ous  t h r e e  

y e a r s ,  i f  n o t  l o n g e r .  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e r e  had been a 

" P a d d y ' s  A l l e y "  a l o n g  t h e  B o s t o n  W a t e r f r o n t  s i n c e  

1 7 0 8 - - p e r n a p s  a haven f o r  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  who had s t r ayed 

i n t o  Boston s i nce t he beg i nn i ng  of  t he c e n t u r y . 7 -

Many ,  i f  n o t  most  of  t he I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  a r r i v i n g  i n 

B o s t o n  i n  1713 seem t o  have come f rom t he V a l l e y  of  t he 

Bann .  T h e i r s  i s  t h e  b e s t  known s t o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  many
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e s s e n t i a l  d e t a i l s  r e m a i n  h i d d e n . 78 on March 26,  1718,  a

g r o u p  of  319 men f rom U l s t e r  s i gned a s t a t ement  t o Governor

Samuel  S h u t e  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o " T r a n s p o r t  our

s e l v e s  t o  t h a t  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t  and renouned P l a n t a t i o n "  of

M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 7 ^ The " m e m o r i a l "  was sent  t o Boston by

one o f  t he s i g n e r s ,  t he Reverend W i l l i a m  Boyd of  Macosqui n.

Boyd a r r i v e d  i n  B o s t o n  on J u l y  25 aboard t he  W i 11i am and 

7 5M a r y . A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  memor i al  i n Boyd' s  possess i on ,  

t h e  319 s i g n e r s  wi shed  t o come t o  Massachuset t s  "upon our  

o b t a i n i n g  f r o m  h i s  E x c e l l e n c y  s u i t a b l e  i ncour  agement . "  78 

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  many o f  t h e  s i g n e r s  and t h e i r  f ami  1i es 

l a n d e d  i n Boston w i t h i n  a few days of  Boyd' s  a r r i v a l ,  i t  i s 

o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  " s u i t a b l e  i ncour agement "  was l i t t l e  more 

t h a n  a f o r m a l i t y ,  and Boyd was r e a l l y  a c t i n g  as an advance 

s c o u t .

Boyd w a s t e d  no t i me seek i ng out  I r e l a n d ' s  best  f r i e n d  

i n  B o s t o n .  On t h e  day  t h e  W i l l i a m  and Mar y  1 a n d e d , 

C o t t o n  M a t h e r  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y :  "A M i n i s t e r  a r r i v e d  

f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  w i t h  I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  e n q u i r e  a f t e r  t he 

C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  Count r ey ,  i n o r de r  t o t he coming of  

many mo r e ,  g i v e s  me an O p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  many S e r v i c e s . " 77 

M a t h e r  was  n o t  o n l y  i n t r i g u e d  by t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a 

l a r g e - s c a l e  I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  but  he seems to have been 

u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  would be poor .  The 

n e x t  day  he r e c o r d e d  t h i s  t hough t  i n h i s  d i a r y :  "The many 

F a m i l i e s  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  w i l l  a f f o r d  me many 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  f o r  Ki ndnesses to t he I n d i g e n t . " 78
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N e i t h e r  M a t h e r  n o r  8 oyd had l o n g  t o  w a i t  f o r  t he 

" I r i s h , "  a l t h o u g h  i f  Thomas Lechmere i s  a r e l i a b l e  j udge ,  

t h e  I r i s h  f a m i l i e s  i n  B o s t o n  Har bor  on J u l y  28 were not  

" I n d i g e n t . "  Lechmere had been asked by h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  

John W i n t h r o p  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  f i n d  a good i nden t u r ed  

s e r v a n t .  L e c h m e r e ,  w r i t i n g  a t  " E l e v e n  of  t he Cl ock at  

n i g h t "  on J u l y  28 ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  about  two hundred I r i s h  

had come i n t o  p o r t ,  but  none was i n d e n t u r e d .  I n s t e a d ,  t hey 

a l l  had pa i d t h e i r  own passage,  "upon some encouragement  t o 

s e t t l e  upon some uni mproved Lands . , . . " ' 75 L i t t l e  i s  known 

o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r a n t s ;  t hey 

w e r e  p r o b a b l y  a b o a r d  t h e  W i l l i a m  a n d  M a r y  f r o m  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  John W i l s o n ,  m a s t e r ,  b u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

a f f i l i a t i o n  of  t he group wi t h  Wi l l i a m  Boyd i s unknown.

At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  two of  t he " f i v e  s h i p s "  were in Boston 

H a r b o r ,  a l t h o u g h  B o y d ' s  v e s s e l  may have  c a r r i e d  f ew 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  a s i d e  f rom B o y d . ^  On August  4 

and 5,  t wo o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f i v e  sh i ps  came i n t o  Bost on.  

T h e  R o b e r t  and t h e  W i l l i a m  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c a r r i e d  

s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t h e  V a l l e y  of  t he Bann.  These were Boyd' s 

p e o p l e ,  l e d  by t h e  R e v e r e n d  James Ma c G r e g o r  and James
O 1

McKeen .  The Mar y  Ann f r o m  D u b l i n  came i n  on August  

7,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  seems t o  be no way to as s o c i a t e  t h i s  

v e s s e l  w i t h  t h e  R o b e r t  and W i l l i a m . I t  was at  t h i s  

p o i n t  t h a t  Thomas Lechmere began t o wor r y  about  the f l o o d  

of  I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s . ®^
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No s o o n e r  had v e s s e l s  f r om I r e l a n d  a r r i v e d  i n Boston

H a r b o r  t h a n  t h e  i mmi g r an t s  began t o d i s p e r s e ,  or  at  l e a s t

t h e y  t r i e d  t o d i s p e r s e .  Those w i t h  means had more o p t i o n s ;

James M c C l e l l a n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  bought  a s e v e n t y - f i v e  acr e

t r a c t  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t own of  Wor ces t er  on August  

ft ft9 . OJ O t h e r s  we r e  d i s p e r s e d  as i nden t u r ed  s e r v a n t s .  In 

t h e  N e w s - L e t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  4,  m e r c h a n t  W i l l i a m  Wi l s o n  

a d v e r t i s e d  " S u n d r y  Boys  t i m e s  f o r  Year s  by I n d e n t u r e s ,  

y o u n g  Women and G i r l s  by t h e  y e a r , "  as we l l  as beef  and 

l i n e n  and wool en c l o t h  at  h i s  warehouse.

Samuel  S e w a l l  and Cot t on Mather  both t ook not e of  t he 

f i v e  s h i p s  i n  B o s t o n  H a r b o r .  On August  9,  t he same day 

James M c C l e l l a n  was buy i ng l and i n Wor ces t e r ,  Judge Sewal l  

i n v i t e d  MacGregor  and Boyd to h i s  home f o r  d i n n e r ,  much t he 

way he had hos t ed Wi l l i a m Homes f o u r  year s  e a r l i e r .  Whi l e 

t h e  d i n n e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  went  unr ecor ded,  i t  i s  known t h a t  

he gav e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s p i r i t u a l  l eader s  each a copy of  

h i s  " P r o p o s a l s . " 88  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  are not  

k n o wn ,  b u t  some o f  h i s  t h o u g h t s  a r e .  As t he shi ps  l ay  

a n c h o r e d  i n  t he ha r bo r ,  he f r e t t e d  about  t he we l f a r e  of  t he 

i m m i g r a n t s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  "Kingdom of  God in t hese 

P a r t s  o f  t h e  Wor l d"  and what  mi ght  be done f o r  i t  "by t h i s  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . " 88   ̂e m a ^ have  w o r r i e d  w e l l  i n t o  t he 

n i g h t ,  f o r  on t h e  n e x t  day ,  he recorded in h i s  d i a r y :  "A 

V a r i e t y  o f  new Ser v i ces  t o be done f o r  t he Kingdome of  GOO 

among o u r  I n d i a n s ,  now occu r  unt o me. " 87 Thi s  s t a t ement  

i s  open t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  a l t hough cyn i cs
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m i g h t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n d e d  " S e r v i c e s  . . .  among our  

I n d i a n s "  we r e  h o s t i l e  i n na t u r e .  Thomas Lechmere was more 

b l u n t .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  W i n t h r o p ,  d a t ed  August  11,  he 

i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  i mmi g r an t s  were bei ng gi ven- l and " g r a t i s  

t o  s e t t l e  o u r  f r o n t i e r s  as a b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Indi an s ."^

A s i d e  f r o m  a p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  to I nd i an  pr obl ems,  

v a r i o u s  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  l i k e  t h e  " s e v e r a l l  gent l emen 

p r o p r i e t o r s "  who had w r i t t e n  t o Wi l l i a m  Homes i n November 

1 7 17 ,  we r e  i n  a h u r r y  t o f i n d  s e t t l e r s  f o r  t h e i r  ho l d i ng s  

i n M a i n e .  Ye t  o f f i c i a l s  i n B o s t o n  had mor e i mmedi at e 

c o n c e r n s .  The s ud den  r u s h  of  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  i n t o  t h e i r  

t own r a i s e d  f e a r s  o f  f a m i n e ,  d i s eas e ,  and an i nc r ease  i n 

r e l i e f  r o l l s .  S t a r v a t i o n ,  al ong w i t h  i t s  dreaded c ous i ns ,  

d i s e a s e  and c i v i l  d i s o r d e r ,  t h r ea t ened urban cen t e r s  al ong 

t h e  A t l a n t i c  s e a b o a r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h
O Q

c e n t u r y . 03  B o s t o n  was ha r d l y  an e x c e p t i o n .  S c o t c h - I r i s h

i m m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  Boston du r i n g  t he second and t h i r d  decades

of  t h e  c e n t u r y  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a p e r i o d  o f  a c u t e  f ood

s h o r t a g e s  and t h e  o u t b r e a k  of  sma l l pox .  The c o i n c i d en c e

d i d  l i t t l e  t o make t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  wel come.  As

e a r l y  as 1 7 1 4 ,  t h e  s h i p  E l i s a b e t h  and K a t h r i n , w i t h  i t s

I r i s h  p a s s e n g e r s ,  was f o r c ed  to de l ay  i n Boston Harbor  and

pu t  i t s  s i c k  on Spec t ac l e  I s l a n d .  In 1716,  t he same i s l a n d

was used f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e . 90 S m a l l p o x  became a

p r o b l e m  i n  B o s t o n  by 1717,  and in a May town meet i ng ,  i t
■»

was de c i ded  to l ease l and f o r  a h o s p i t a l  or  pest  house " f o r
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t h e  r e c e p t i o n  & e n t e r t a i n me n t  of  Si ck persons comei ng f r om 

b e y o n d  t h e  S e a . . . . "  The p e s t  house,  or  " h o s p i t a l , "  was 

a p p a r e n t l y  b u i l t  by Col .  Samuel  Thax t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  a l t hough 

n o t  c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 7 1 8 . 9 1  w h i l e  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  was be i ng c o n s t r u c t e d ,  about  sevent y  i mmi gr ant s  of  

unknown n a t i o n a l i t y  were dumped on t he i s l a n d .  The owner 

o f  S p e c t a c l e  I s l a n d  compl ai ned i n November 1717 t h a t  t hey  

had " c u t  down sever a l  v a l u a b l e  Trees t h e r e ,  and s p o i l e d  t he 

G r a s s . . . . " 9 2  y w0 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  Au g u s t  1719,  Capt a i n 

P h i l i p  Bass  had h i s  v e s s e l  st opped by Boston a u t h o r i t i e s  

b e c a u s e  of  smal l pox  on board.  He c a r r i e d  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  two 

h u n d r e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  f r om L o n d o n d e r r y . 93 j n 

N o v e m b e r  o f  t h e  same y e a r ,  R o b e r t  Homes '  s h i p ,  t h e  

E l i z a b e t h , a r r i v e d  i n  B o s t o n  and was i m m e d i a t e l y  

q u a r a n t i n e d  f o r  s m a l l p o x .  The p e s t  house on Spec t ac l e  

I s l a n d  was t o o  s m a l l  t o  handl e a l l  o f  t he 150 passenger s ,  

so t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  or der ed t he sel ect men of  

Boston t o f i n d  separ a t e  l od g i ng  f o r  t he r e s t . 94

A l l  o f  t h i s  t ook p l ace  be f o r e  t he v i c i o u s  ou t br eak  of  
Q 5s m a l l p o x  i n  1 7 2 1 .  I t  i s  p e r h a p s  no c o i n c i d en c e  t h a t  

C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  to i n o c u l a t e  

B o s t o n i a n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r e a d e d  d i s e a s e  i n  1 7 2 1 ,  al so 

o f f e r e d  h i s  p r a y e r s  on b e h a l f  of  t he " s ev e r a l  St r anger s  

a r r i v i n g  f rom I r e l a n d . "96

I f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  t h o u g h t  t o  be p a r t i a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of  sma l l pox ,  i t  was c e r t a i  n 

t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  p l a c e  i m p o s s i b l e  demands upon Bos t on ' s
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d e p l e t e d  g r a n a r i e s .  Thomas Lechmer e' s  f e a r s  t h a t  " t hese

c o n f o u n d e d  I r i s h  w i l l  e a t  us a l l  up "  was echoed by t he

B o s t o n  s e l e c t m e n  when t hey  appeal ed t o  the S u f f o l k  County

C o u r t  o f  G e n e r a l  S e s s i o n s  i n August  1718 f o r  r e l i e f  f r om

t h e  s u d d e n  r u s h  o f  I r i s h  i mmi g r a n t s . 97 The f o u n d a t i o n  of

B o s t o n ' s  c o n s t a n t  f ood sho r t ages  d u r i n g  t hese year s  was t he

i n a b i l i t y  o f  New Engl and f a r me r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  war

y e a r s ,  t o  r a i s e  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u r p l u s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  feed.

an u r b a n  a r e a  o f  B o s t o n ' s  s i z e .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  was

compounded by Bos t on ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o e s t a b l i s h  a good market

9 8w i t h i n  c i t y  l i m i t s .  As i m m i g r a n t s  began pou r i ng  i n t o  

B o s t o n ,  some of  t he t own ' s  f ood pr obl ems were r e f l e c t e d  in 

t h e  r i s i n g  p r i c e  o f  wheat .  In t h r ee  y e a r s ,  f r om May 1716 

t o  May 1 7 1 9 ,  a b u s h e l  o f  w h e a t  r o s e  i n p r i c e  f rom f o u r  

s h i l l i n g s ,  s i x  p e n c e  t o  t e n  s h i l l i n g s . 99 Fear i ng  t h a t  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o r n  w o u l d  al so become e x o r b i t a n t  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f i v e  s h i p s ,  t h e  s e l e c t m e n  vot ed on 

O c t o b e r  14,  1718,  t o open t he town g r ana r y  and t o s e l l  corn 

a t  f o u r  s h i l l i n g s ,  s i x  pence per  b u s h e l . E a r l i e r ,  i n 

S e p t e mb e r ,  Cot t on Mat her  t r i e d  t o hel p i n hi s  own smal l  way 

by g i v i n g  money t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t h r ough one of  t h e i r  

m i n i s t e r s ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  g e s t u r e  s o l v e d  B o s t o n ' s  f o o d  

p r o b l e m s ,  and t h e  s e l e c t m e n  we r e  f o r c e d  t o  open t h e  

g r a n a r i e s  a g a i n  i n  D e c e m b e r - -  1 imi  t  i ng each buyer  t o  one 

bushel  of  co r  n . ^

Had t h e  f i v e  sh i ps  been t he  end o f  t he y e a r ' s  f l o w  of  

i m m i g r a n t s ,  t h e  f o o d  shor t ages  mi ght  have been l ess  acut e
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i n  B o s t o n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 7 1 8 - 1 9 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t hey  

we r e  n o t .  A f t e r  a t h r e e  week b r e a k ,  " t he I r i s h "  began 

s a i l i n g  i n t o  B o s t o n  H a r b o r  agai n on September  1 w i t h  t he 

a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  D o l p h i n  f r o m Du b l i n .  Thi s  vessel  c a r r i e d  

" S e r v a n t s ,  b o y s ,  t r a d e s m a n ,  h u s b a n d me n ,  and mai ds"  f o r
i n p

i n d e n t u r e .  u c S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  M a c c a 1 1 urn 

a r r i v e d  f r o m  L o n d o n d e r r y .  The t wen t y  f a m i l i e s  aboard t he  

Mac c a 11 urn w e r e  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  t he  Bann V a l l e y  and l ed by 

t h e  R e v e r e n d  James Wo o d s i d e .  Some or  a l l  o f  t h i s  gr oup,  

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  a p p a r e n t l y  went  t o  Maine l a t e r  

t h a t  m o n t h .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  B e g i n n i n g  and t h e

R e t u r n  a r r i v e d  i n  B o s t o n  c a r r y i n g  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  

a l t h o u g h  t he most  n o t a b l e  I r i s h  e n t r y  f o r  t he month was t he 

M a r y  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  f r o m  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  " f u l l  o f  

p a s s e n g e r s . "  The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Mar y  and E l i z a b e t h  

marked t he r e t u r n  of  Rober t  Homes.

The O c t o b e r  a r r i v a l s  were a p p a r e n t l y  t oo much f o r  t he 

B o s t o n  s e l e c t m e n .  Not  o n l y  d i d  t hey open t he g r a n a r i e s  

t h a t  m o n t h ,  but  t hey  began t o warn I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  out  of  

t o w n ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  men and t wo women who had 

a r r i v e d  i n  A u g u s t . ^ 5  i n  December ,  t he . selectmen he l d a 

m e e t i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  t he op t i o n s  f o r  buy i ng a d d i t i o n a l  g r a i n  

f r o m  a n o t h e r  p r o v i n c e .  The r a i s e d  L I , 500 i n o r de r  t o f eed 

t h e  p o o r  by s e l l i n g  a p i ece of  l and at  "Bl ue H i l l , "  and at  

t h e i r  Ma r ch  1719 t own  m e e t i n g  t hey t ook measures t o buy 

addi  t i o n a l  g r a i  n„

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 105 -

E x a c t l y  wh a t  p r o p o r t i o n  of  Bos t on ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were 

b l a me d  on t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  to de t e r mi ne .  

T h e r e  was o n l y  one r ecor ded a n t i - I r i s h  i n c i d e n t  i n Boston 

f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  f i v e  s h i p s  i n  1 7 1 8 .  On 

F e b r u a r y  7,  1 7 1 8 / 1 9 ,  W i l l i a m  Boyd was v e r b a l l y  assau l t ed  

w h i l e  b r o w s i n g  i n  G r a y ' s  B o o k s t o r e  by one Edward E l l i s .  

The c a u s e  o f  t he a s s a u l t  i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  a l t hough E l l i s  made 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  B o y d ' s  p o s s i b l e  immoral  conduct  w i t h  a maid 

s e r v a n t  i n t own.  E l l i s  was a r r e s t e d ,  t r i e d ,  c o n v i c t e d ,  and 

f i n e d  f o r  v e r b a l l y ,  i f  not  p h y s i c a l l y  a t t a c k i n g  Boyd . ^ ' 7

I n t h e  r emai nder  of  1719,  t h r e e  groups of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  we r e  w a r n e d  o u t  o f  B o s t o n  by t he se l ec t men,  

p a r t l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  at  l e a s t  s e v e n  v e s s e l s  e n t e r i n g  

B o s t o n  H a r b o r  f r o m  I r e l a n d .  T h e  s e l e c t m e n  wer e

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  coming i n t o

insB o s t o n  f r o m  " E a s t w a r d  and Mer r ymeet i ng Bay. "  Some of

t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  we r e  p r o b a b l y  r e t u r n i n g  t o  B o s t o n

f o l l o w i n g  a m i s e r a b l e  w i n t e r  in. Maine,  wh i l e  o t he r s  were

c o mi n g  t o  B o s t o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i me by way of  Mai ne.  In

J a n u a r y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  o v e r  f i f t y  S c o t c h - I r i s h

f a r m e r s  we r e  wa r n e d  o u t  o f  Bos t on  on l y  two months a f t e r

t h e i r  sh i ps  had come i n t o  p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a group of  t h i r t y

who had been brought ,  t o Boston by Rober t  Homes in November

1 7 1 9 . ^ 0 9  $ ome 0 f  ^ ^ e s e l e c t m e n ' s  ac t i ons  may have been

p r o m p t e d  by G o v e r n o r  Shut e,  who in November 1719 r epor t ed

the f o l l o w i n g  t o t he house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

I hav e  l a t e l y  w i t h  the Advi ce of  t he c o u n c i l ,  d i r e c t e d  
t h e  S e l e c t - M e n  o f  Bost on,  to t ake t he pr oper  ca r e ,  to
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p r e v e n t  t he  heavy char ge ,  l i k e l y  t o a r i s e  t o t h i s  t own,  
by t h e  c o m i n g  o f  p o o r  Peop l e  f r om Abroad,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  t h a t  come f rom I r e l a n d ,  but  I shoul d t h i n k  Tha t ,  
a m a t t e r  o f  such w e i g h t ,  as to deser ve th.e. t hough t  and 
car e ,  even of  t he  General  Assembl y.

I n  a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  330 peopl e  were warned out  of  Boston

b e t w e e n  1715 and 1720,  and most  o f  them seem to have been

S c o t c h - I r i s h . ^ ^ - Ye t  t h e  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  di d l i t t l e  or

n o t h i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  f ood s ho r t ag es .  L i ke  t he yea r  b e f o r e ,  

i n  De c e mb e r  1719 t h e  s e l e c t m e n  we r e  f o r ced  t o open t he

g r a n a r i e s ,  s e l l i n g  w h e a t ,  c o r n ,  and r y e  t o  a h u n g r y

112p o p u l a c e .  I t  was p e r h a p s  w i t h  a s i gh of  r e n e r  t h a t

G o v e r n o r  Sh u t e  i n f or med t he New Hampshi re assembl y i n l a t e  

A p r i l  1720 t h a t  no s h i p s  had y e t  come i n t h a t  year  f r om 

B r i t a i n . ^ ^ s r e i i  e f  was s h o r t  l i v e d ,  however .  That  

v e r y  month a sh i p  s a i l e d  i n t o  Boston f r om Cork.  At  l e a s t  a 

do z en  sh i ps  ent er ed New Engl and p o r t s  f r om I r e l a n d  i n 1720;  

t wo o f  t h e s e  l a n d e d  i n  Sal em,  anot her  at  Mar bl ehead,  and 

t h e  r e s t  i n  B o s t o n .  R o b e r t  Homes a r r i v e d  i n Boston w i t h  

h i s  t h i r d  s h i p l o a d  of  passengers on August  28.

The e x a c t  number  of  i mmi gr an t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t he f i r s t  

" w a v e "  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

d e t e r m i n e .  G o v e r n o r  Shute r e po r t ed  i n Febr uar y  1719 t h a t  

" w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  pas t "  about  f i v e  or  s i x  hundred I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  had come t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  " t o  s e t t l e  t he 

E a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e ,  & El se w h e r e . . . . " H ^  Yet  

as t h e  f l o w  of  i mmi gr ant s  f r om I r e l a n d  sl owed a f t e r  1721 or  

1722,  the p l i g h t  of  many a l r e a d y  i n New England worsened.
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A s u b s t a n t i a l  n u mb e r  who t r i e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  

" E a s t e r n  p a r t s "  soon f ound t hemsel ves  back i n t he crowded 

s t r e e t s  o f  B o s t o n  i n  1 7 2 2 (See Chapt er  I V ) .  At  a Boston 

t o w n  m e e t i n g  i n  May 1 7 2 3 ,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  many 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  had r e c e n t l y  come i n t o  town "by Reason of  t he 

p r e s e n t  I n d i a n  w a r  a n d  o t h e r  A c c e d e n t s  b e f a l l i n g  

t h e m . . . . " 1 1 ** j ^ e i mmi g r an t s  who had gone t o  Maine

b e t w e e n  1718 and 1721 became t he  most  p a t h e t i c  v i c t i m s  of  

an I n d i a n  war  known v a r i o u s l y  as Dummer ' s or  L o v e w e l l ' s  

War .  F o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  s m a l l  f ar ms w i t h  l i t t l e  more 

t h a n  t h e  c l o t h e s  on t h e i r  b a c k s ,  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  were 

c e r t a i n  t o  become t o wn  char ges i n Bost on.  The sel ec t men 

r e s p o n d e d  q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  e me r g e n c y .  They passed a town 

o r d i n a n c e  d i r e c t i n g  any " I r i s h "  who had come i n t o  Boston 

w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  r e g i s t e r  h i s  name and 

o c c u p a t i o n - - i f  m a r r i e d ,  t h e  age o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  and 

s e r v a n t s .  I mmi gr ant s  were gi ven f i v e  days t o compl y.

Ov e r  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s ,  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  comi ng i n t o  

B o s t o n  H a r b o r  f aced a number of  p o s s i b l e  f a t e s .  Some were 

q u i c k l y  w a r n e d  o u t  o f  t o wn .  I n t he Cq S c  0 f  t he n i ne t een  

p a s s e n g e r s  a b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  Boot !  e i n 1736,  t he se l ec t men 

r e f u s e d  to a l l ow them ashor e,  choos i ng i ns t ead  to send them 

t o  V i r g i n i a .  T h a t  same y e a r ,  120 passengers aboard t he 

s h i p  P r u d e n t  H a n n a h  f r o m  Co r k  we r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  

d i s e m b a r k  i n Bost on,  but  f o r c ed  to move on q u i c k l y  t o  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  of  P h i l a d e l p h i a . 117 Yet  i t  was more 

common f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and f a m i l i e s  t o be warned out  of
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t o w n ,  g e n e r a l l y  on g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e y  coul d not  suppor t  

1 1 fit h e m s e l v e s .  I n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  who

r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  s e l e c t m e n  we r e  ab l e  to pr ove t h e i r  

w o r t h .  At  a s e l e c t m e n ' s  meet i ng on 9 September  1730,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t wo  j o i n e r s  f r o m  I r e l a n d  we r e  a d m i t t e d  as 

r es i  d e n t s .

A s i d e  f r o m  b e i n g  w a r n e d  o u t  o f  t o w n ,  at  l e a s t  two 

o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  f a t e s  awai t ed t he poor  I r i s h  of  Bost on.  An 

u n d e t e r m i n e d  number came over  as i n d en t u r ed  s e r v a n t s ;  t h e i r  

i n d e n t u r e s  we r e  s o l d  at  t he docks i n much t he same way as 

a n y  o t h e r  i m p o r t .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  say  how many 

i n d e n t u r e d  s e r van t s  remai ned i n Bost on,  a l t hough t he  number 

was p r o b a b l y  s ma l l .  Whi l e i nd en t u r ed  se r v an t s  out numbered 

Neg r o  s l a v e s ,  on l y  one Boston f a m i l y  i n one hundred had an 

i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t  i n  t h e  y e a r s  be t ween  1685 and 1745.  

G o v e r n o r  S h u t e  c o u n t e d  o n l y  126 i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  

i m p o r t e d  o r  s o l d  i n  a l l  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  1717 and
19 0

1 7 1 8 .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  number  o f  I r i s h  i n d e n t u r e d

s e r v a n t s  a p p e a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  B o s t o n  t own  r e c o r d s ,

a l t h o u g h  n o t  al ways under  t he best  of  c i r c ums t an c es .  At  a

s e l e c t m e n ' s  m e e t i n g  i n  1 7 4 3 ,  one Sarah Wi nsl ow " i n f o r ms

t h a t  C a p t .  C u n n i n g h a m i mpo r t e d  Ann Holden i n t o  t h i s  Town

f r o m  I r e l a n d  & t h a t  She i s  now a t  h e r  House b i g  wi t h

191C h i l d . . . "  The s e l e c t m e n  t o o k  C u n n i n g h a m  t o  c o u r t .  

G i l b e r t  A s h e ,  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t ,  had an even more 

u n u s u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  as an i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t .  Ea r l y  i n 

1 7 2 1 ,  h i s  i n d e n t u r e  was purchased f o r  t l 3  by Pet er  Gr ee l ey ,
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a c o r d w a i n e r  f r om Por t smout h ,  New Hampshi re.  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  

a r r i v i n g  a t  h i s  new home, Ashe was i mpressed by t he Royal  

Na v y .  Gr eel ey  managed t o  get  h i s  se r v an t  back on l y  t o have 

Ashe e n l i s t  as a v o l u n t e e r  t o  f i g h t  I nd i ans  i n Mai ne.  The 

f r u s t r a t e d  G r e e l e y  p e t i t i o n e d  t he gover nor  and c ou nc i l  o f  

New H a m p s h i r e  t o  have Ashe r e t u r n ed  t o Por t smout h ,  say i ng 

t h a t  i t  " w i l l  be much t o my P r e j u d i c e  i f  not  Re l eeve ' d  by 

y o u r  H o n o r s ,  and I n c o u r a g e r n e n t  t o o t he r s  t o do t he L i k e  

w h i c h  w i l l  have  an E v i l  T e n d e n c y .  " 12  2 y  ̂g at,s e n c e o f  

ma n y  s i m i l a r  a c c o u n t s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

i n d e n t i n g  s e r v a n t s  p r o b a b l y  w o r k e d  w e l l  i n most  cases,  

however .

A n o t h e r  o p t i o n  f o r  t h e  poor  I r i s h  of  Boston was t he 

a l m s h o u s e  and t h e  workhouse.  At  a se l ec t men ' s  meet i ng i n 

17 3 5 ,  " T i mot hy  Brown a Si ck man t h a t  came f r om St .  Ma r t i n s ,  

b e l o n g i n g  t o  I r e l a n d , "  was s e n t  t o t he al mshouse.  Nine 

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  one Sa r a h  M a g i n ,  f rom I r e l a n d  and " i n  poor  

C i r c u m s t a n c e s , "  was a l s o  s e n t  t he r e .  I r i s h  c h i l d r e n  

f o u n d  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  B o s t o n  A l ms h o u s e .  In 1744,  t he 

s e l e c t m e n  s e n t  t h r e e  b o y s  and s i x t e e n  g i r l s  t o  t h e  

a l m s h o u s e ;  a l l  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  f rom I r e l a n d .  1^4 Many of  

t h e  I r i s h  who wound up i n t he al mshouse i n t he 1720' s may 

n o t  have r e a l i z e d  j u s t  how poor  t hey  were u n t i l  r each i ng  

B o s t o n .  Si nce I nd i an  wa r f a r e  i n t he f r o n t i e r  areas made i t  

i m p o s s i b l e  o r  i n a d v i s a b l e  t o  s e t t l e  t h e r e ,  some I r i s h  

l o o k e d  i n t o  l ands c l o s e r  t o Bost on.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  due to 

r a m p a n t  i n f l a t i o n ,  h e n c e  h i g h  r e a l  e s t a t e  p r i c e s ,
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i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  Engl and and I r e l a n d  were,  i n t he words of  

T h o ma s  L e c h m e r e ,  " i n  a g r e a t  m e a s u r e  d e b a r r e d "  f r o m  

b e c o m i n g  l a n d o w n e r s . * ^  As i n f l a t e d  p r i c e s  at e away at  

me a g e r  s a v i n g s ,  t he al mshouse became t he  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  f o r  

some.

By 17 29 ,  Bos t on ' s  " I r i s h  pr ob l em"  had reached a l a r mi ng

p r o p o r t i o n s ,  w i t h  no end i n  s i g h t .  A second "wave"  of

I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  o u t b r e a k  of

s m a l l p o x .  P r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  wo r r i e d  by an i nc r ease

i n  t h e  n u mbe r  of  vesse l s  f r om I r e l a n d  d u r i n g  t he  summer of

17 29 ,  met  i n  S e p t e m b e r  and d r a f t e d  a b i l l  t o d e t a i n  a l l

I r i s h  v e s s e l s  a t  S p e c t a c l e  I s l a n d .  As f o r  t he I r i s h  who

s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h ,  j u s t i c e s  of  t he peace were t o i ssue search

w a r r a n t s  t o  f i n d  a n y  I r i s h  s u s p e c t e d  o f  h a v i n g  

1 ? fis m a l l p o x .  Some B o s t o n i a n s  t o o k  more d i r e c t  a c t i o n .

I n J u l y  1 7 2 9 ,  a mob t r i e d  t o  keep  an I r i s h  vessel  f rom 

un l oad i ng  i t s  passenger s . * ^

The s i t u a t i o n  con t i nued  t o  worsen.  Whereas town poor  

c h a r g e s  were 4800 i n 1727 and 4940 i n 1729,  t hey  were up to
1 O O

4 2 , 0 6 9  i n  1 7 3 5 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B o s t o n ' s  s e l e c t m e n ,

t w o - t h i r d s  of  t he poor  i n the al mshouse were not  n a t i v e s  of  

B o s t o n ,  b u t  we r e  " P o o r  Persons who have c r e p t  i n amongst  

U s . "  S i n c e  t he  a d d i t i o n a l  expenses of  c a r i n g  f o r  t he poor  

wer e  n o t  B o s t o n ' s  d o i n g ,  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  asked t h a t  t he 

p r o v i n c e  t a k e  o v e r  some o f  t h e  c h a r g e s .  * ^  They  put  

t h e i r  c a s e  mor e  s u c c i n c t l y  i n 1738 , d e s c r i b i n g  Boston as 

" b e i n g  t he Recept ac l e  of  al most  a l l  t he Poor t h a t  come i n t o
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t h i s  P r o v i n c e ,  by reason t h a t  most  Fo r e i g ne r s  f i x  her e,  and 

c a n n o t  be p r e v e n t e d . . . "  Local  a u t h o r i t i e s  would welcome 

t hem i f  t h e y  w o u l d  " b r i n g  w i t h  t hem t he va l ue of  F i f t y  

P o u n d s ,  o r  be a b l e  b o d i e d  T r a d e s - m e n ,  o r  I n d e n t u r e d
i o n

S e r v a n t s ,  o r  S a i 1 o r  s . . . " 1 J u Ye t  many o f  t h o s e  coming 

i n t o  Boston had none of  t hese asse t s .

Some " F o r e i g n e r s "  t r i e d  t o he l p  t h e i r  own k i n d .  The 

C h a r i t a b l e  I r i s h  S o c i e t y  .was formed i n 1737 , composed of  

" s e v e r a l  g e n t l e m e n ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  and o t h e r s  of  t he I r i s h  

n a t i o n ,  r e s i d i n g  i n  B o s t o n . "  They t ook p i t y  upon t h e i r  

f e l l o w  count r ymen "who may be reduced by s i c k n e s s ,  o l d  age,  

and o t h e r  i n f i r m i t i e s  and unf or eseen acc i dent s . "  ^   ̂ The 

S o c i e t y ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  l i m i t e d  membershi p t o P r o t e s t a n t s  at  

' f i r s t ,  a l t h o u g h  by m i d - c e n t u r y ,  some C a t h o l i c s  we r e  

t o l e r a t e d .  I n  s p i t e  o f  good i n t e n t i o n s ,  however ,  t he 

C h a r i t a b l e  I r i s h  S o c i e t y ' s  r esour ces  were l i m i t e d .

I n 1 7 3 5 ,  a n u mbe r  of  l ea d i ng  Boston c i t i z e n s  came up

w i t h  t he  i dea of  a " Wor khouse. "  Th i s  workhouse was f o r  t he

p u r p o s e  o f  e m p l o y i n g  " t h e  I d l e  and i n d i g e n t  be l ong i ng  to 

t h e  T o w n . "  I t  was t o  be b u i l t  and o u t f i t t e d  f o r  an 

e s t i m a t e d  L3 , 500,  and i n May of  t h a t  y e a r ,  121 s u b s c r i b e r s  

p l e d g e d  s u p p o r t .  The t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  on t he 

Common was o p e n e d  i n  1 7 3 9.  By 1741,  t he r e  were t en men, 

t h i r t y - e i g h t  women, and seven c h i l d r e n  employed t h e r e .  ^ 2

Fr om t h e  s t a r t ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  exper i ence  i n 3ost on

had been one o f  t r a n s i e n c e ,  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  and p o v e r t y .

B o s t o n  had r e c e i v e d  t he I r i s h  g r u d g i n g l y  at  bes t ;  t he town
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f e l t  b e t t e r  once t hey  had moved on.  Most  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  

t o  New E n g l a n d  l a n d e d  i n  B o s t o n ,  and many r e t u r n e d  t o 

B o s t o n  a g a i n  and a g a i n ,  eac h  t i m e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a new 

s t a r t - - p e r b a p s  i n  M a i n e ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  c e n t r a l  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  o r  ev en  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  B o s t o n  r e m a i n e d  a f o c a l  p o i n t  w i t h o u t  an 

i d e n t i t y .  The I r i s h  p a s s e d  i n  and out  of  Boston at  t he 

m e r c y  o f  g e n e r a l l y  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  w i t h  no 

r e c o g n i z e d  s p o k e s ma n  of  t h e i r  own,  and w i t h  no f r a t e r n a l ,  

r e l i g i o u s ,  o r - p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t hey  mi gh t  c a l l  t h e i r  

own.  Th i s  changed i n 1727 w i t h  t he a r r i v a l  o f  t he Reverend 

J o h n  M o o r e h e a d .  U n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 7 7 3 ,  Mo o r e h e a d  

s h e p h e r d e d  a s c a t t e r e d  f l o c k  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  

i n  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a ,  and i n  so d o i n g ,  gave t he I r i s h  of  

Boston an i d e n t i t y  o t h e r  t han one of  s h i f t l e s s  t r a n s i e n t .

J o h n  M o o r e h e a d ' s  l i f e  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  

d o c u m e n t e d .  He was b o r n  i n  1703 near  B e l f a s t  and l a t e r  

e d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  E d i n b u r g h . H e  mi g r a t ed  

t o  New E n g l a n d  i n  1 7 2 7 ,  and i n  1 7 3 0 ,  was or da i ned by a 

g r o u p  i n  B o s t o n  c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  " C h u r c h  o f  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  s t  r a n gers . "  That  same year  he mar r i ed  an 

Eng l i sh  woman named Sarah Par sons.

T h e  " C h u r c h  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  s t r a n g e r s "  l a c k e d  

g e o g r a p h i c  d e f i n i t i o n ;  t h e  " s t r a n g e r s "  were s c a t t e r e d  in 

an d  a r o u n d  B o s t o n ,  and Mo o r e h e a d  spend  much o f  h i s  

p a s t o r a t e  t r a v e l i n g  to s u r r o u n d i n g  towns v i s i t i n g  the known 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  Nor  d i d  t h e  " s t r a n g e r s "  hav e  a church
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b u i l d i n g  of  any f or mal  d i g n i t y .  I ns t ead  t hey  wor shi pped in 

a b a r n  on Long Lane.  The barn and l o t  had been donat ed by 

a g a r d e n e r  named John L i t t l e .  O n l y  i n  1744 d i d  t h e
1 o c

c o n g r e g a t i o n  r e p l a c e  t he barn w i t h  a r ea l  chur ch .  The 

c h u r c h ' s  e a r l y  b e n e f a c t o r  n e v e r  saw t he new s t r u c t u r e .  

John L i t t l e  d i ed i n 1741.  In h i s  w i l l ,  he made p r o v i s i o n ,  

i n  t h e  e v e n t  h i s  sons d i ed young or  w i t h o u t  i s s ue ,  f o r  t he 

p r i n c i p a l  o f  a t r u s t  f und t o be gi ven t o  pay a schoo l mas t er  

f o r  t h e  " p o o r  P r o t e s t a n t  c h i l d r e n  whose Par ent s  are of  t he 

K i n g d o m o f  I r e l a n d  and I n h a b i t a n t s  of  Bost on.  " ^ 6  y ^ s 

p r o v i s i o n  n e v e r  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  b u t  t he  sen t i ment  i s  

significant.
A l t h o u g h  Mr .  Moorhead coul d  o f f e r  h i s  s c a t t e r e d  f l o c k  

o n l y  a b a r n  f o r  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  c o mf o r t ,  he seems t o have 

met  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  needs a d mi r a b l y .  Wi t h i n  s i x  year s  of  

h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  he had a p p r o x i ma t e l y  250 communi cant s i n hi s 

c h u r c h .  Many of  t he communi cant s had come t o Boston be f o r e  

M o o r e h e a d ,  c a r r y i n g  t e s t i m o n i a l s  as t o t h e i r  wo r t h i n e s s .  

T y p i c a l  o f  t hese i s  t he t e s t i m o n i a l  of  W i l l i a m  Ca l dwe l l  and 

f  ami l y . ^ 7

The b e a r e r ,  W i l l i a m  Ca l d we l l ,  h i s  w i f e  Sarah Mo r r i s o n ,  
h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  t o go to New Engl and in 
A m e r i c a - - T h e s e  are t h e r e f o r e  t o t e s t i f i e  t hey  l eave us 
w i t h o u t  s c a n d a l ,  l i v e d  w i t h  us s o b e r l y  and  
i n o f f e n s i v e l y ,  and  may  be a d m i t t e d  t o  Ch u r c h  
p r i  v i 1 i dges .

Gi ven at  Ounboe A p r i l  9,  1718

Jas.  Woodsi de,  J r .  M i n i s t e r
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T h e s e  t e s t i m o n i a l s  we r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  as on l y  proven 

c h u r c h  member s  c o u l d  r e c i e v e  Communion i n a P r e s b y t e r i a n  

c h u r c h .  He n c e ,  one o f  M o o r e h e a d ' s  f i r s t  t a s k s  was t o 

l o c a t e  p o t e n t i a l  chur ch members i n Boston and s u r r ound i ng  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  Th i s  was no easy t a s k ,  f o r  t he f i r s t  wave of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r a t i o n  had spl ashed i n t o  v i r t u a l l y  ever y  

t own i n  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a .  The 11 I r i s h "  coul d be f ound in 

C o n c o r d ,  L e x i n g t o n ,  B r a i n t r e e ,  C h a r l e s t o w n ,  Cambr i dge,  

M a l d e n ,  and a h a l f  do z e n  o t h e r  communi t i es  near  Bost on.  

Many  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  e v e n t u a l l y  became p a r t  o f  

Moorehead' s f o l d . ^ 8

At  l e a s t  f o u r  t i m e s  a y e a r ,  t h e  communi cants would 

come t o  t he bar n,  and l a t e r  t he church at  Long Lane.  There 

Mr .  Mo o r e h e a d  w o u l d  h o l d  Communi on i n t he S c o t t i s h  way,  

u s u a l l y  a s s i s t e d  by a n o t h e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  d i v i n e  such as 

J a m e s  M a c G r e g o r  o r  M a t t h e w  C l a r k  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  

Mo o r e h e a d ,  who was n o t  known f o r  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  and who 

p u b l i s h e d  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  spoke t o h i s  

p a r i s h o n e r s  i n  l o n g ,  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  sermons.  He l a t e r  

became one of  t he most  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s uppor t e r s  of  t he Great  

A w a k e n i n g ,  w e l c o m i n g  Ge o r g e  W h i t e f i e l d  i n t o  h i s  crowded 

b a r n  t o  a s s i s t  i n  a Communi on s e r v i c e .  He remai ned t he 

c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  among t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  Boston and eas t er n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  u n t i l  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ;  " v i r t u o u s  s t r ange r s  

f r o m  N o r t h  B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d  were sure t o f i n d  a f r i e n d  

i n  h i m . " ^ 8 9
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At  l e a s t  t h r ee  o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  m i n i s t e r s  s e t t l e d  in 

e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  f o l l o w i n g  t he f i r s t  wave of  I r i s h  

i m m i g r a t i o n  i n  1 7 1 8 .  I n  t he case o f  t he Reverend Rober t  

S t u r g e o n ,  who was t h e  s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r  i n Water town f rom 

1721 u n t i l  h i s  d i s m i s s a l  a year  l a t e r ,  t he exper i ence  was 

b r i e f  and u n p l e a s a n t .  S t u r g e o n  f ound g r e a t e r  happi ness 

l a t e r  on i n  W i l t o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and B e d f o r d ,  New 

Yo r k . 140

The Reverend James MacGregor  had an e q u a l l y  b r i e f  s t ay  

i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  town o f  Dr ac u t ,  a l t hough c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 

a g r e e a b l e .  M a c G r e g o r  c h o s e  n o t  t o  f o l l o w  many of  h i s  

p a r i s h o n e r s  t o  Ma i ne i n  t he w i n t e r  of  1718/ 19,  but  u n l i k e  

W i l l i a m  Bo y d ,  he d i d  n o t  have t he means t o spend an i d l e  

w i n t e r  i n  Bos t o n .  He needed wor k ,  and he t ur ned to Cot t on 

M a t h e r  f o r  h e l p .  I n  e a r l y  Oc t ober ,  on l y  two months a f t e r  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f i v e  s h i p s ,  Mat her  wr o t e  t o  Dr acu t  i n 

b e h a l f  o f  " o u r  F r i e n d  and B r o t h e r  Mr .  Ma c Gr e g o r e . . . . "  

M a c G r e g o r ' s  " v e r y  e x c e l l e n t  c h a r a c t e r "  was p r a i s e d ,  and i t  

was n o t e d  t h a t  " f r om a s i n g u l a r  goodness in h i s  Temper ,  he 

was u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  peace- maker ,  i n t he c oun t r ey  f rom 

whence  he came. "  Less t han two weeks l a t e r ,  MacGregor  was 

f o r m a l l y  appr oved as D r a c u t ' s  m i n i s t e r  at  an annual  s a l a r y  

o f  -fc55 . * 4 * I n  D r a c u t ,  MacGregor  l i v e d  near  a smal l  group 

o f  f e l l o w  i m m i g r a n t s  s p e n d i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  New Engl and 

w i n t e r  i n  A n d o v e r .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  seem t o  have  been 

t r a n s i e n t s ;  many l a t e r  m i g r a t e d  t o New Hampshi re,  where 

they were j o i n e d  by MacGregor  e v e n t u a l l y . * 4 ^
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The R e v e r e n d  John Mc K i n s t r y ,  l i k e  MacGregor ,  had been 

a b o a r d  one o f  t h e  f i v e  s h i p s .  A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  a b r i e f  

p e r i o d  i n  W o r c e s t e r ,  he was i nv i ' t ed  t o preach i n  Su t t o n ,  

wh e r e  he was o r da i ned  i n November 1720.  E i gh t  yea r s  l a t e r  

he  w a s  d i s m i s s e d  by h i s  l a r g e l y  E n g l i s h  ( a n d  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l )  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o v e r  a f u n d a m e n t a l  

d i sagr eement  about  chur ch gove r nmen t . 14^

T h e r e  was one o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ;  some i mmi gr an t s  mi g r a t e d  en 

masse t o  u n s e t t l e d  l ands i n t he c e n t r a l  and wes t e r n  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  Some o f  t h e s e  v e n t u r e s  a r e  n o t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  r e c o r d e d . 1 4 4  The mo s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  

m i g r a t i o n  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  stemmi ng f r om t he f i r s t  wave of  

i m m i g r a t i o n  came i n  t h e  move t o  W o r c e s t e r .  I n  1718,  

W o r c e s t e r  was a f r o n t i e r  communi t y about  f o r t y  mi l es  west  

o f  B o s t o n .  E a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e t t l e  t he t ownshi p  had 

f a l l e n  p r e y  to Ki ng P h i l i p ' s  War and Queen Anne' s War.  In 

1713 ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  and a few hardy s e t t l e r s  

wer e  w i l l i n g  to t r y  once more.  By 1718,  Wor ces t er  boast ed 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t wo h u n d r e d  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  i n  a b o u t  

f i f t y - e i g h t  c r ude d w e l l i n g s . 14^

I n  t h e  f a l l  of  1718,  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  began t o a r r i v e  

i n  t o w n .  They  w e r e  l e d  by a P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  named 

E d w a r d  F i t z g e r a l d  an d  J a m e s  M c C l e l l a n ,  t h e  f i r s t  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r  t o  buy  l a n d  in t he a r e a . 14 ̂  I t  i s 

p o s s i b l e  t h i s  g r o u p  of  i mmi gr an t s  came f r om the Va l l e y  of  

t h e  F o y l e  R i v e r ,  and as such,  had no p r i o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h
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t h e  MacG r e  g o r -Boyd group f r om t he Bann.  There i s  ev i dence 

t o  s u g g e s t  t hey  had l ess  educat i on  and l ess  money t han some 

o f  t h e  o t h e r  I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s .  Al t hough Mc Cl e l l an  was one 

o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  he was p r obab l y  i l l i t e r a t e ,  s i g n i n g  h i s  

w i l l  w i t h  a mark.  As i de f r om Mc Cl e l l a n ,  o t h e r  I r i s h  names 

do n o t  a p p e a r  i n Wo r c e s t e r ' s  p r o p r i e t o r s  r ecor ds  u n t i l  t he 

17 3 0 ' s ;  most  o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  who came t o Wor ces t e r  came 

as t e n an t  f a r m e r s . * 4 '7

I t  i s  n o t  known how many S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

f o l l o w e d  F i t z g e r a l d  and McCl e l l an  t o Wor c es t e r ;  t he  f i r s t  

t own  h i s t o r y  s u g g e s t s  t h e i r  n u mb e r s  may h a v e  d o u b l e d  

W o r c e s t e r ' s  p o p u l a t i o n . 148  i t  i s  known,  however ,  t h a t  

t h e  r e c e p t i o n  was h o s t i l e .  Al t hough d e t a i l s  are l a c k i n g ,  

i t  ap pea r s  t h a t  t he Eng l i sh  s e t t l e r s  i n v i t e d  Mr.  F i t z g e r a l d  

t o  p r e a c h  i n t h e i r  vacant  p u l p i t ,  and t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

we r e  i n v i t e d  t o j o i n  w i t h  t he Eng l i sh  chur ch .  For  what ever  

r e a s o n s ,  F i t z g e r a l d  was n o t  i n v i t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t he 

E n g l i s h  chu r ch ,  and he and h i s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f o l l o w e r s  began 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own P r e s b y t e r i a n  chur ch .  The 

p r o j e c t  d i d  n o t  g e t  f a r .  An Eng l i sh  mob, p o s s i b l y  l ed by 

some o f  t h e  mor e  r e s p e c t a b l e  men i n t own,  demol i shed t he 

p a r 1 1 y - con s t  r u c t  e d b u i l d i n g .  In d e s p a i r ,  a number of  t he 

i m m i g r a n t s  moved on t o  N u t f i  e l d ,  o r  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  New 

H a m p s h i r e .  O t h e r s  s t a y e d  in Massachuset t s ,  f ou nd i n g  t he 

t own o f  R u t l a n d  o r  j o i n i n g  Mr .  M c K i n s t r y  i n S u t t o n . 14  ̂

One o f  t h o s e  who l e f t  W o r c e s t e r  was t he Reverend Edward
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F i t z g e r a l d ,  a l t hough he r e t u r n e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o preach to 

the S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n t own.

A b o u t  t h i r t y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n d i v i d u a l s  or  f a m i l i e s  

s t a y e d  i n  W o r c e s t e r .  They j o i n e d  t he Eng l i sh  chur ch ,  and 

by 1 7 2 4 ,  James McCl e l l an  was a sel ect man i n t own.  Anot her  

i m m i g r a n t  by t h e  name o f  R o b e r t  C r a w f o r d  served as t he 

t o w n ' s  f i r s t  p h y s i c i a n . 150 Yet  beneath t he s u r f a c e  t he r e  

was d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  A r o u n d  1 7 3 0 ,  a number  o f  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s  l e f t  W o r c e s t e r  f o r  i t s  n a me s a k e  i n  New 

Y o r k . 1 ^  a s m a l l  f a c t i o n  i n  t own  b r o u g h t  i n t h e i r  own 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  one Wi l l i a m Johnst on.  F i nd i ng  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p o r t  Mr .  J o h n s t o n  as we l l  as t he t own' s  

r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r ,  t e n  o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  p e t i t i o n e d  t he 

t own i n  1737 t o be excused f r om pay i ng t he pa r i s h  t a x .  The 

t own d i s m i s s e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  had l aws 

e x e m p t i n g  A n g l i c a n s ,  Q u a k e r s ,  and B a p t i s t s  f r om pa r i s h  

t a x e s ,  b u t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a i t h  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  

s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  " C o n g r e g a t i o n a l "  town 

c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e . 152  Town l eader s  c l a i med t hey 

a l l  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  We s t mi n s t e r  Conf ess i on of  F a i t h ,  and 

t h a t  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f or m of  wor sh i p and church government  

was " n o t  S u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r i n g  f rom our  own pr of essed 

p r i n c i p l e s . "  The town f u r t h e r  added t h a t  t h i s  a t t empt  by 

t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  t o  b r e a k  away f r o m  t he town church was 

" f u l l  o f  i r r e g u l  a e r i t y  & Oi s o r d e r . " 153 The t own ' s  ac t i on  

s e n t  a n o t h e r  wave of  i mmi gr ant s  out  of  Wor ces t er - - some to 

P e l h a m,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  some to New Hampshi re,  and some to
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New Y o r k .  By 1 7 4 7 ,  W i l l i a m  J o h n s t o n  was p r e a c h i n g  i n 

Londonder r y ,  New Hampshi re.

The g r o u p  m i g r a t i n g  to west er n Massachuset t s  and the 

f u t u r e  t own of  Pelham con t a i ned  a cor e of  men p a r t i c u l a r l y  

b i t t e r  about  t he Wor cest er  exper i ence  and det er mi ned not  t o 

have  i t  r e p e a t e d .  In 1738,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t he r e j e c t i o n  of  

t h e  " I r i s h  p e t i t i o n "  i n Wor ces t e r ,  Rober t  Peopl es and James 

T h o r n t o n ,  b o t h  o f  W o r c e s t e r ,  c o n c l u d e d  an agreement  t o 

p u r c h a s e  t h i r t y  t housand acres of  l and i n t he west er n p a r t  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  They agreed t o s e t t l e  t he t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  

t h o s e  who " w e r e  I n h a b i t a n t s  of  t he Kingdom of  I r e l a n d  or  

t h e i r  D e s c e n d e n t s  bei ng P r o t e s t a n t s  and none admi t t ed but  

s u c h  as b r i n g  g o o d  an d  u n d e n i a b l e  C r e d e n t i a l s  o r  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  t h e i r  be i n g  Persons of  good c on v e r s a t i on  

and o f  t he Pr e s b y t e r i a n  Per suas i on as used i n t he Church of  

S c o t l a n d  and C o n f o r m  t o  t h e  D i s c i p l i n e  t h e r e o f . . . . " ^ 4  

P e o p l e s  and Thor nt on were each to s e t t l e  t went y  f a m i l i e s  on 

one h u n d r e d  acre l o t s  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  They di d b e t t e r  

t h a n  e x p e c t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  on paper ,  f o r  i n l ess  than a year  

t h e y  had d i v i d e d  t h e i r  h o l d i n g  i n t o  s i x t y - o n e  l o t s ,  and a l l  

had been s e l e c t e d  by men w i t h  p o s s i b l e  S c o t t i s h  or  I r i s h
I C C

names .  T h i s  t o w n s h i p  was c a l l e d  L i s b u r n ,  a l t hough by

17 43 ,  i t  had been i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  t he Eng l i sh  name of  

Pel  ham.

As e a r l y  as 1739 t he  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  began b u i l d i n g  a 

c ' n u r c h - - t h i s  t i m e  w i t h o u t  f e a r  of  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n .  Three 

y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e y  had s e c u r e d  a t  l e a s t  t h e  t e m p o r a r y
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s e r v i c e s  o f  t he Reverend Rober t  Aber c r ombi e ,  a g r aduat e  of  

E d i n b u r g h  who had a r r i v e d  i n Boston f r om I r e l a n d  i n 1740.  

A l t h o u g h  some member s  o f  t h e  communi t y f ound f a u l t  w i t h  

A b e r c r o m b i e ,  he was f o r m a l l y  o r d a i n e d  i n  1 7 4 4 .  The 

R e v e r e n d  Da v i d  MacGregor of  Londonder r y  and John Moorehead 

o f  B o s t o n  we r e  among t h e  m i n i s t e r s  p r esen t  when Jonat han 

Edwards d e l i v e r e d  t he o r d i n a t i o n  sermon.  0

Of  a l l  o f  t h e  . M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o wn s  a t t r a c t i n g  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  Pelham seemed t o be t he one most  

l i k e  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  New Hampshi re,  i n c o mp o s i t i o n .  I t  was a 

r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  c o m p r i s e d  a l mo s t  

e n t i r e l y  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s  of  moderat e we a l t h .  A f t e r  

a r o u g h  s t a r t  among t h e  E n g l i s h  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t he 

s e t t l e r s  o f  Pe l ham had t a k e n  i t  upon t hemsel ves to f i n d  

l a n d  f o r  a t o w n s h i p ,  w h e r e  t h e y  began t h e i r  own 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  and a t t r a c t e d  t he s e r v i c e s  of  a we l l  

q u a l i f i e d  Pr e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  f rom I r e l a n d .

Yet  Pel ham remai ned a poor  t own,  unabl e to suppor t  i t s  

m i n i s t e r .  A f t e r  a decade of  s e r v i c e ,  Aber crombi e and h i s  

p a r i s h o n e r s  p a r t e d  company  i n  a b i t t e r  c o n t r o v e r s y  t h a t  

wen t  t o  c o u r t  and i nv o l v ed  New Engl and ' s  on l y  p r e s b y t e r y .  

I t  t o o k  t e n  y e a r s  t o  f i n d  a r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  

A b e r c r o m b i e . ^ - ^  L i k e  Londonder r y ,  Pelham di d spawn f u t u r e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e me n t .  Yet  wh i l e  Londonder r y  f a t h e r e d  a 

do z en  o r  mor e New H a mp s h i r e  t owns,  Pelham can c l a i m on l y  

Salem,  New Yor k ,  f o r  o f f s p r i n g . ^ ®
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The S c o t c h - I r i s h  exper i ence  i n Massachuse t t s ,  whet her  

i n  t h e  c r o w d e d  s t r e e t s  o f  B o s t o n  o r  t he muddy l anes of  

f r o n t i e r  t o w n s ,  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  Al t hough some o f  t h e i r  e a r l y  l eader s  were 

t r e a t e d  w i t h  c i v i l i t y ,  f o r  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  and s o c i a l  

r e a s o n s ,  i t  wa s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  l a r g e  n u mb e r s  o f  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t o  l i v e  i n eas t e r n  Massachuset t s .  

They  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  as u n d e s i r a b l e s  and encouraged t o move 

on .  Ye t  ev en  i n f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e r e  were b a r r i e r s  

t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  them f r om t h e i r  Eng l i s h  n e i g h b o r s .  In some 

c a s e s ,  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  l e d  t o  mutual  ant agoni sm,  when 

g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  many l e f t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  

b i t t e r n e s s ,  r emember i ng t he harsh t r e a t me n t  r ece i ved  at  t he 

hands  o f  " t h e  p e o p l e  o f  New Eng l and . "  Those r emai n i ng  in 

Ma s s a c h u s e t t s  l i v e d  t o l ament ,  a l ong w i t h  Hugh C a r g i l l ,  how 

s t r a n g e  and sad i t  was " To  l a y  my bones w i t h  s t r a nge r s  

dead! "
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( A p r i l  1896) :  155-66.  The o r i g i n a l  d i a r y  i s l oca t ed  i n t he

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  126 -

Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
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Chapter  IV

The " Eas t e r n  P a r t s " :

Pur pooduck,  Mer r ymeet i ng Bay,  and Geor gi a

On Ma r c h  5,  1 7 1 9 ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  Boyd was 

i n v i t e d  t o  d i n e  w i t h  Judge Samuel  Sewal l  i n t he  l a t t e r ' s  

B o s t o n  home.  As t h e  "advance scou t "  of  many of  t he e a r l y  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t o  come t o  B o s t o n ,  Boyd f e l t  a 

c e r t a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  On t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n i n g ,  he came t o d i s c us s  an a l a r mi ng  rumor .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s t r e e t  t a l k  i n Bost on,  Governor  Vaud r eu i l  o f  

Canada  had w a r n e d  New Eng l ander s  t h a t  he coul d no l onger  

" h o l d  b a c k "  h i s  I n d i a n  a l l i e s .  The f r o n t i e r  r eg i ons  of  

n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  c o u l d  o n c e  a g a i n  run w i t h  blood.**- 

To B o y d ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  we r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t u r b i n g .  A 

s u b s t a n t i a l  nu mber  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  i mmi gr an t s  had depar t ed 

f o r  t h e  c o a s t  of  Mai ne,  and i t  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  more woul d 

f o l l o w .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was t h e  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  

i mmi gr ant s  i n Maine t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  l ed t o open wa r f a r e .

Fo r  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t he f i r s t  wave of  

i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  s e t t l e m e n t  i n Maine seemed 

l o g i c a l .  T h e i r  i n i t i a l  r e c e p t i o n  in Boston had been l ess  

t h a n  c o r d i a l ,  and t h e r e  seemed t o  be few p r ospec t s  f o r  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  Massachuset t s .  Mai ne,  on t he o t h e r  

hand,  was an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .
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D u r i n g  Q u e e n  A n n e ' s  W a r ,  mo s t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  Ma i n e  c o a s t  had been abandoned or  

l a r g e l y  d e p o p u l a t e d .  Wi t h peace i n 1713 came t he  need to 

r e s e t t l e  t o w n s  and i n i t i a t e  new towns under  a v a r i e t y  of  

p r o p r i e t a r y  a n d  s p e c u l a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  Some 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  h a d  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e c e i v e d  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o s e t t l e  i n t he “ eas t er n  p a r t s "  w h i l e  s t i l l  

i n  U l s t e r ;  o t h e r s  were made aware of  Maine s e t t l e me n t s  i n a 

l e s s  d i g n i f i e d  ma n n e r  on t h e  w h a r v e s  of  Boston Har bor .  

T h o s e  u n d e r  i n d e n t u r e  had few o p t i o n s ,  but  i n t he case of  

many s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t he V a l l e y  of  t he Bann,  t he o p t i o n  f o r  

Maine was a consc i ous  c ho i c e .

On O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1718 ,  t he Reverend A r c h i b a l d  Boyd and

t h e  R e v e r e n d  James MacGregor  p e t i t i o n e d  t he Massachuset t s  

h o u s e  of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on b e h a l f  of  t w e n t y - s i x  o t he r s  f o r  

a " T r a c t  o f  t h e i r  wast  Land,  i n such a Pl ace as t hey  s h a l l  

t h i n k  f i t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  may w i t h o u t  Loss  of  Ti me,  s e t t l e  

t h e m s e l v e s  & t h e i r  F a m i l i e s . . . . "  In t h i s  p e t i t i o n ,  Boyd 

and M a c G r e g o r  a s k e d  f o r  no p a r t i c u l a r  p i ece o f  l and ,  but  

t h e y  d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r t y  mor e f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e i r  

a c q u a i n t a n c e  would j o i n  them "as soon as t hey  hear  of  t h e i r  

o b t a i n i n g  Land f o r  T o w n s h i p . . . . " 2 Two weeks l a t e r ,  one 

John A r m s t r o n g  and t h i r t y - f o u r  o t h e r  I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  

p e t i t i o n e d  t he house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  a t r a c t  of  l and 

at  Casco Bay . 2

T h e i r  t i m i n g  was good.  Massachuset t s  l eader s  wanted 

t o  r e s e t t l e  some o f  t he towns i n Casco Bay whi ch had been
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d e s e r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  w a r .  On 19 November  1713,  a 

c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e p o r t e d  f a v o r a b l y  on t he gener al  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  b o t h  o f  t h e  " I r i s h "  p e t i t i o n s ,  b u t  t he 

s p e c i f i c s  o f  A r m s t r o n g ' s  p e t i t i o n  needed r e v i s i o n ;  t he 

r e q u e s t e d  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  was a l r e a d y  i n h a b i t e d .  The 

c o m m i t t e e  went  on t o recommend t h a t  a t ownsh i p  be set  as i de 

f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e t i t i o n e r s .  I t  would be s i x  mi l es  square,  

and e i g h t y  h o u s e  l o t s  o f  ap p r o x i ma t e l y  one hundred acres 

e a c h  w o u l d  be s u r v e y e d  and m a r k e d .  A c o m m i t t e e  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h i s  purpose t he  f o l l o w i n g  d a y . 1̂

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  at  t h i s  p o i n t  t he document a t i on  begi ns 

t o  f a i l ,  and s e c o n d a r y  a c c o u n t s  o f  t he  f i r s t  w i n t e r  at  

Casco Bay a r e  s k e t c h y  and do not  al ways agree.  Several  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a m i l i e s  a p p a r e n t l y  s a i l e d  i mmed i a t e l y  f o r  

C a s c o  Ba y  u p o n  r e c e i v i n g  w o r d  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  v e n t u r e .  They p r obab l y  

s a i l e d  on t h e  R o b e r t , l e d  by J a m e s  M a c G r e g o r ' s  

b r o t h e r - i n -  l aw James McKeen and t h e  Rev e r end  Wi l l i a m 

C o r n w a l l ,  one o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  m e n t i o n e d  by Be l k na p . 6 

Number s  a r e  h a r d e r  t o de t e r mi ne .  Some secondary account s 

p l a c e  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  t o  F a l m o u t h  at  between s i x t e e n  and 

t w e n t y  f a m i l i e s ;  a mor e r e c e n t  a c c o u n t  i n d i c a t e s  t ha t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one q u a r t e r  o f  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n Boston 

wen t  t o  Casco  Bay f o r  t h e  w i n t e r . 6 The most  s u b s t a n t i a l  

p i e c e  of  ev i dence sur r ound i ng  t he m i g r a t i o n  t o Fal mout h and 

Casco Bay comes in t he f orm of  a p e t i t i o n  f o r  r e l i e f .  On 2 

D e c e mb e r ,  t h e  ho u s e  r e c e i v e d  a p e t i t i o n  f rom the town of
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F a l m o u t h ,  comp l a i n i ng  t h a t  " t h e r e  are now i n town about  300 

s o u l s ,  mos t  of  whom are a r r i v e d  f r om I r e l a n d ,  of  whi ch not  

one h a l f  have  p r o v i s i o n s  enough  t o  l i v e  upon over  t he 

w i n t e r ,  and so poor  t h a t  t hey  are not  abl e t o buy any,  and 

none o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n h a b i t a n t s  so we l l  f u r n i s h e d  as t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  s u p p l y  t h e m . "  The house responded by 

v o t i n g  " t h e  Poo r  I r i s h  P e o p l e "  one h u n d r e d  and f i f t y  

bushel s  of  I nd i an  mea l . 7

Be c a u s e  t h e y  had a r r i v e d  so l a t e  i n t he y e a r ,  t he r e  

was l i t t l e  t h e  i mmi gr ant s  coul d do about  e i t h e r  s h e l t e r  or  

f o o d .  A f ew may have b u i l t  c rude hut s  at  t he " Pur pooduck"  

s e c t i o n  o f  F a l m o u t h  (modern South P o r t l a n d )  be f o r e  w i n t e r  

came,  b u t  o t h e r s  spent  an uncomf o r t ab l e  w i n t e r  aboard t he 

R o b e r t . M i r a c u l o u s l y ,  none d i e d ,  al thoug-h at  l e a s t  one 

c o m p l a i n e d .  W i l l i a m  C o r n w a l l ,  and p o s s i b l y  a n o t h e r  

m i n i s t e r  among t h e  gr oup,  wr ot e t o f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r  Cot t on 

M a t h e r  i n  l a t e  Dec e mbe r  or  e a r l y  Januar y . 8 The c on t en t s  

o f  C o r n w a l l ' s  l e t t e r  a r e  n o t  k n o w n ,  b u t  t h e  ma t t e r  of  

s a l a r y  was m e n t i o n e d ,  as M a t h e r  l a t e r  d r a f t e d  a l e t t e r  

a s k i n g  t h e  General  Cour t  to c o n s i d e r  a subs i dy  f o r  "a ver y  

w o r t h y ,  p i o u s  & P e a c e f u l  M i n i s t e r  whose name i s  Mr .  

C o r n w a l l . . . . 1'® C o r n w a l l ' s  probl ems were a p p a r e n t l y  never  

s o l v e d  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  and by 1 7 2 2 ,  he was back  i n  

I r e l a n d . ^  • -

As f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  a t
*

F a l m o u t h ,  t h e  c o a s t  of  Maine was at  l e a s t  as i n h o s p i t a b l e  

as t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B o s t o n ,  and much of  t he group l e f t  t he
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a r e a  i n  s p r i n g .  W h i l e  some r e t u r n e d  t o Bost on,  o t he r s  

a p p a r e n t l y  s a i l e d  f o r  P e n n s y l v a n i a . ^  An unknown number 

o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  who had w i n t e r e d  i n Casco Bay chose a 

t h i r d  a l t e r n a t i v e ;  t h e y  s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  mo u t h  o f  t h e  

M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r ,  i n  t h e  ho pes  of  f i n d i n g  good f ar m l and 

a l o n g  t h e  Massachuset t s  or  New Hampshi re f r o n t i e r .  Onl y a 

f ew chose to s t ay  on i n Fa l mout h,  i n c l u d i n g  John Ar mst r ong,  

o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  l e a d e r s . 12 Ye t  t h e  number  s t a y i n g  

b e h i n d  was s m a l l .  I n  1 7 2 5 ,  t h e r e  we r e  o n l y  s e v e n t e e n  

f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  a t  Purpooduck and " Sp u r w i n k , "  and not  a l l  

of  t hese were known t o be S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s . 1^

Mor e s u b s t a n t i a l  and p r omi s i ng  I r i s h  s e t t l e me n t s  t ook 

p l a c e  f u r t h e r  e a s t ,  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  between t he 

Ke n n e b e c  and P e n o b s c o t  r i v e r s .  These r e s u l t e d  f r om t he 

s p e c u l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  of  a number of  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  an c i en t  

c l a i m s  t o  l a n d s  i n  M a i n e .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  to t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  t he s o - c a l l e d  Pe j epsco t  P r o p r i e t o r s  and 

the L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company P r o p r i e t o r s .

I n t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  Queen Anne' s War,  a t t empt s  t o 

s e t t l e  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n west er n Massachuset t s ,  c e n t r a l  New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  and Ma i n e  r e f l e c t e d  a v a r i e t y  of  mot i ves  and 

m e t h o d s .  I t  i s  a c o m p l e x  s t o r y . 14 The S c o t c h - I r i s h  

a p p e a r  a t  f i r s t  as an army of  pawns;  on l y  i n New Hampshi re 

di d t hey  begi n t o c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own f a t e .

E f f o r t s  t o  s e t t l e ,  or  r e s e t t l e ,  t he l ands around Casco 

Bay ,  and l a t e r ,  s i m i l a r  and mor e s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  at  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  New Hampshi re,  resembl ed s e t t l e me n t  p r a c t i c e s
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o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A g r o u p  o f  l i k e - m i n d e d  

s e t t l e r s  p e t i t i o n e d  a p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  and i n r e t u r n ,  

we r e  a l l o w e d  t o  move en masse to t he des i gna t ed  t e r r i t o r y .  

Ye t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a t  Cas c o  Bay and L o n d o n d e r r y  were 

a t y p i c a l  o f  mo s t  o f  t he s p e c u l a t i v e ,  p r o p r i e t a r y  v en t u r es  

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Se t t l emen t  of  f r o n t i e r  areas 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Peac e  o f  U t r e c h t  i n 1713 not  on l y  assur ed a 

me a s u r e  o f  f r o n t i e r  d e f e n s e ,  b u t  r e l i e v e d  p o p u l a t i o n  

p r e s s u r e s  i n  o l d e r ,  d e m o g r a p h i c a  1 1 y mat ure communi t i es  

a l o n g  t h e  New E n g l a n d  c o a s t .  Yet  t he f r o n t i e r  areas had 

f i n a n c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d i m e n s i o n s  a f t e r  1713 w h i c h  

a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  p u r e l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  n a t u r e  of  f r o n t i e r  

s e t t  1ement .

I n  a v a g u e  way ,  " l a n d "  had al ways been a measure of  

o n e ' s  w e a l t h .  Ye t  d u r i n g  t h e  Massachuset t s  " l and  bank"  

c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t he p e r i o d  between Queen Anne' s  War and Ki ng 

G e o r g e ' s  War ,  l a n d  was o f f e r e d ,  at  l e a s t  i n debat e ,  as a 

b a s i s  f o r  c u r r e n c y .  Suddenl y ,  i t  became p o s s i b l e  t o t h i n k  

o f  l a n d  as h a v i n g  p o t e n t i a l  l i q u i d i t y  and a measur abl e 

v a l u e .  Hence,  i n v e s t o r s  i n Bost on,  and to a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  

P o r t s m o u t h ,  began l o o k i n g  f o r  ways t o ac q u i r e  l a r ge  t r a c t s  

o f  f r o n t i e r  l a n d s .  Th e y  d i d  n o t  o p e r a t e  i n  a vacuum.  

T h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  New E n g l a n d  were p a r t  o f  a much l a r g e r  

mov emen t  i n  E u r o p e  and t he Amer i can c o l o n i e s  t o s p e c u l a t e  

i n  l a n d - - a  mo v e me n t  b e s t  r e me mb e r e d  f o r  t he " Sout h Sea 

Bubbl e"  of  1 7 2 0 . 15
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Y e t  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n n o r t h e r n  New Engl a nd  developed

p e c u l i a r  p o l i t i c a l  t ones as we l l  as f i n a n c i a l .  Thr oughout

t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e r e  was gener a l  u n c e r t a i n t y  about  boundar i es ,

n o t  j u s t  t h e  b o u n d a r y  between New Engl and and New Fr ance,

b u t  t h e  boundar i es  between New Hampshi re and Massachuset t s ,

New H a m p s h i r e  and Mai ne,  and l a t e r ,  New Hampshi re and New

Y o r k .  One c l e a r  way t o  r e i n f o r c e  o n e ' s  c l a i m  o v e r  a

t e r r i t o r y  was to popu l a t e  i t  w i t h  s e t t l e r s  of  your  c h o i c e .

G o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s  i n Bost on,  Por t smout h ,  and Quebec were
1 fia l l  aware of  t he val ue of  " p o s s e s s i o n . "

He n c e ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e  t h a t  f r o n t i e r  a r e a s  were 

r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e ,  when crowded communi t i es  coul d no l onger  

s t a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  g r o w t h ,  and when Boston and Por t smout h 

i n v e s t o r s  w e r e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a c q u i r i n g  l a n d ,  

p r o v i n c i a l  government s became i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  t he n e c e s s i t y  

f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p a n s i o n .  One means o f  s a t i s f y i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  and p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s  was 

t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  a number of  an c i e n t  pa t en t s  f o r  l ands i n New 

Hampshi re and Mai ne.

I n 1 7 1 3 ,  Massachuse t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  t he 

C o m m i t t e e  o f  East ern Cl ai ms and Se t t l emen t s  to l ook i n t o  a 

n u m b e r  o f  o l d  l a n d  c l a i m s  i n  Ma i n e  and t o  e n h a n c e  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  " e a s t e r n  p a r t s . T h e  s e t t l e me n t s  in 

and a r o u n d  Casco Bay we r e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  

c o n c e r n s ;  t h e  P e j e p s c o t  and L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company 

p r o p r i e t o r s  were anot her .
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On November  5,  1714,  Thomas Hu t ch i nson ,  Adam Wi n t h r op ,  

John W a t t s ,  D a v i d  J e f f r i e s ,  Stephen Mi no t ,  O l i v e r  Noyes,  

and John Ruck o f  B o s t o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  John Went wor t h of  

P o r t s m o u t h ,  purchased a s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c l a i m f o r  l ands 

a r o u n d  M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay f o r  t h e  sum o f  t ! 4 0 . ^  They 

c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  Company of  Pe j epscot  P r o p r i e t o r s .  

The o r i g i n a l  c l a i m  d a t e d  back  t o  1632 ,  but  i t s  v a r i ous  

s h a r e s  had p a s s e d  t hr ough a number of  hands over  t he next  

e i g h t y  y e a r s  w i t h  no e f f e c t  on s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  

A n d r o s c o g g i n  o r  Ke n n e b e c  r i v e r s .  By 1714,  t he area was 

r i p e  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  and t h e  new p r o p r i e t o r s  began 

i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  p l a n  a t  l e a s t  two t ownshi ps  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r y .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  asked t he Massachuset t s  General  

C o u r t  t o  p r o v i d e ,  some p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t he s e t t l e r s  on t h e i r  

l a n d s .  Th ey  al so asked t h a t  t he s e t t l e r s  be exempted f rom 

t a x e s  f o r  seven year s  and t h a t  t hey  be as s i s t e d  i n e f f o r t s -  

t o  s u p p o r t  a m i n i s t e r .  I n  r e t u r n ,  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  would 

l a y  o u t  t h r e e  or  f o u r  t owns,  s e t t l e  f i f t y  f a m i l i e s  i n each,  

p r o v i d e  t e m p o r a r y  f u n d s  t o w a r d  a m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y ,  and 

spend  a t  l e a s t  fc400 t o w a r d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a f o r t .  The 

G e n e r a l  Cour t  approved t he p l an ,  and t he towns of  Brunswi ck 

and Topsham were o f f  to a sl ow but  we l l - p l a n n e d  s t a r t .  ^

Yet  t h e r e  remai ned t he probl em of  e n t i c i n g  s e t t l e r s  to 

come t o  t h e  P e j e p s c o t  Company l a n d s  i n t he v i c i n i t y  of  

M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  o f f e r e d  p r o s p e c t i v e  

s e t t l e r s  one h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  per  f a m i l y  and f r e e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay f r om Bost on.  ^  Thi s
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mus t  have he l ped ,  f o r  i n a memor i al  dat ed 15 November 1716,

t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  p e t i t i o n e d  t he house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r

a d e t a c h m e n t  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t hey  had begun a

s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  an d  a f o r t  a t  S m a l l  P o i n t ,  n e a r  

9 1G eo r  g e t  o w n . c x T h e r e  was some a c t i v i t y  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d  as 

w e l l ,  f o r  B r u n s w i c k  was made a t ownshi p  i n 1717,  and one 

John C o c h r a n ,  p r o b a b l y  an I r i s h  i mmi g r an t ,  became one of

t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s e l e c t m e n . ^ 2  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e

p r o p r i e t o r s  ent er ed upon a new phase of  devel opment .  They 

d e c i d e d  t o  e n t i c e  I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  t o t he Kennebec r e g i o n .  

F o r  t h i s  t a s k ,  t h e y  e n l i s t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  

e n t e r p r i s i n g  Rober t  T e m p l e . ^

Te mp l e  ( 1 6 94 -  1 7 54 ) was a n a t i v e  of  t he Emerald I s l e ;  

h i s  f a m i l y ,  or  much o f  i t ,  had a p p a r e n t l y  come f r om Engl and 

as p a r t  o f  t h e  C r o m w e l 1 ean s e t t l e m e n t  of  I r e l a n d . ^  \ n 

17 1 7 ,  a t  t h e  age of  t w e n t y - t h r e e ,  Temple a r r i v e d  i n Boston 

w i t h  " s e r v a n t s  and e f f e c t s . "  H i s  p l a n  was to become a 

l a n d e d  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  some s o r t ,  and t oward t h a t  end he 

t o u r e d  C o n n e c t i c u t  upon a r r i v i n g  i n New Engl and.  He seems 

n o t  t o  have  f o u n d  what  he wanted t h e r e ,  f o r  a s h o r t  wh i l e  

a f t e r w a r d s  he t o u r e d  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  Ke n n e b e c  w i t h  

P e j e p s c o t  p r o p r i e t o r s  Adam W i n t h r o p ,  O l i v e r  Noyes,  and 

S t e p h e n  M i n o t .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  agreed t o g i ve Temple one 

t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  of  l and i f  he would ar r ange f o r  t he passage 

o f  a n umber  o f  I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  t o  t he  P e j e p s c o t  

1 anas . ^
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T e m p l e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  o v e r  t he next  two year s  are not  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  we l l  document ed.  He r e t u r n e d  to I r e l a n d  f o r  a 

s h o r t  w h i l e ,  wh e r e  he a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  voyages  of  two
O C

s h i p l o a d s  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  i n 1718 and t h r e e  more i n 1719.  0 

He seems a l s o  t o  h a v e  been a c t i v e  i n  Bos t on.  When t he 

s h i p  Ma c c a 1 1 urn a r r i v e d  i n  B o s t o n  on 2 Sep t ember  1718,  

R o b e r t  T e mp l e  was t h e r e  t o  b e g i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t he 

s h i p ' s  m a s t e r  James Law.  The v e s s e l  had come f r o m  

L o n d o n d e r r y  w i t h  "20 odd f a m i l y s "  l ed by t he Reverend James 

Wo o d s i d e  o f  G a r v a g h  i n  t h e  Bann V a l l e y .  The group was 

a p p a r e n t l y  d e s t i n e d  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and t h e i r  

l e a d e r s  seem t o  hav e  met  w i t h  Thomas Lechmere as we l l  as 

T e m p l e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L e c h m e r e ,  T e ml e  r e j e c t e d  John 

W i n t h r o p ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  have  t h e  M a c c a 1 1 urn p a s s e n g e r s  

c o n t i n u e  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t ;  i ns t e ad  he persuaded them t o s a i l  

f o r  t h e  K e n n e b e c .  On S e p t e m b e r  8,  t h e  M a c c a l 1 urn l e f t  

Boston f o r  Maine and Mer r ymeet i ng B a y , ^

B e t we e n  1718 and 1 7 2 0 ,  T e mp l e  p r o b a b l y  encouraged 

a b o u t  one h u n d r e d  f a m i l i e s ,  or  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  f i v e  hundred 

p e o p l e  t o s e t t l e  on Pe j epsco t  l ands .  Not  a l l  of  t hese were 

S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and some s e t t l e r s  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  came 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of  Templ e ' s  e f f o r t s .  Some of  t he i mmi g r an t s ,  

150 o r  more,  s e t t l e d  upon Templ e ' s  one t ho us a nd - ac r e  t r a c t ,  

l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t he Kennebec,  i n an area 

known as " C o r k . "  O t h e r s  s t a r t e d  f a r m s  i n  B r u n s w i c k ,  

To p s n a m,  G e o r g e t o w n ,  and Swan I s l a n d .  Nor was Temple an 

absent ee p r o p r i e t o r .  At  some t i me b e f o r e  t he  ou t br eak  of
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I n d i a n  h o s t i l i t i e s  he moved t o  Cork ,  b u i l t  a house,  and 

began t o  r a i s e  c a t t l e .  He was a l so s e l e c t i v e  i n a l l o w i n g  

p e o p l e  t o  come t o  t h e  Kennebec.  Lechmere accused him of  

s e l l i n g  t h e  i n d e n t u r e s  o f  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  i mmi gr ant s  to 

u n s u s p e c t i n g  buyers i n Bost on:  "No man who has f i s h  t o s e l l  

w i l l  say i t  s t i n k s . 11 ^

The s p i r i t u a l  needs of  t he v a r i o u s  s e t t l e r s  s c a t t e r e d  

a r o u n d  M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay , . mos t  of  whom were P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  

we r e  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  addressed on November 3,  1718.  

James W o o d s i d e ,  who had t a k e n  up t empor ar y  r es i dence in 

F a l m o u t h ,  was f o r m a l l y  c a l l e d  by t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  o f  

B r u n s w i c k  t o  be t h e i r  m i n i s t e r  f o r  a s a l a r y  of  t 4 0  per  

y e a r .  W o o d s i d e  and h i s  sons  b u i l t  a g a r r i s o n  on t h e  

‘ m i n i s t e r ' s  l o t ,  and l i k e  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  i n t he area,  began 

a s m a l l  f a r m .  U n f o r t u n a t e ! ) ,  W o o d s i d e ' s  b r i e f  s t ay  in 

A m e r i c a  was unhappy f rom the s t a r t .  On 10 September  1719,  

t h e  B r u n s w i c k  t own  meet i ng voted t o d i smi ss  hi m:  "whereas 

t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mr .  James Woodside i s 

D i s p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  most  of  us,  whi ch r ender s  us unabl e to 

r e v e r e n c e  h i m as our  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  we w i l l  s h a l l  not  

h e a r e  h i m any L o n g e r  as s u c h .  " 29  The unhappy m i n i s t e r  

l e f t  h i s  sons  b e h i n d  i n Br unswi ck and r e t u r n e d  to Bost on,  

w h e r e ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  of  Cot t on Mat her ,  " poor  Mr.  Woodsi de,  

a f t e r  many and g r i evous  c a l a m i t i e s  i n t h i s  uneasy c o u n t r y ,  

i s t h i s  week t a k i n g  sh i p  f o r  London.

By t h e  t i m e  Wo o d s i d e  s a i l e d  f o r  London,  however ,  t he 

s e t t l e r s  a t  M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay were a l l  about  t o exper i ence
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" many and g r i evous  c a l a m i t i e s  i n t h i s  uneasy c o u n t r y . "  The 

I n d i a n s  o f  M a i n e ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e i r  F r e n c h  a l l i e s ,  

q u i c k l y  became a l a r med  at  t he v a r i o u s  Eng l i s h  s e t t l e me n t s  

a l o n g  t h e  Ma i n e  c o a s t .  Gover nor  Vaud r eu i l  of  Canada was 

p r e m a t u r e  when he c l a i m e d  he c o u l d  no l o n g e r  ho l d  t he 

I n d i a n s  back  i n  1 7 1 9 .  Pr obl ems began i n 1720,  and i t  i s 

d o u b t f u l  Vaudr eu i l  a t t empt ed t o r e s t r a i n  h i s  I nd i an  a l l i e s .

The I n d i a n s  we r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  upset  by t he Eng l i sh

s e t t l e m e n t s  a t  C o r k ,  Swan I s l a n d ,  and " s u m m e r s e t " - - a

p o r t i o n  o f  To p s h a m.  I n  J u l y  1720,  t hey  came i n t o  Cork,

wh e r e  t h e y  h a r a s s e d  and t e r r o r i z e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  The

I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  "were t h r ea t ened  to be knocked on t he head

i f  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e r e  any l o n g e r , "  and t hey  h a s t i l y  f l e d

down r i v e r  t o  G e o r g e t o w n .  P e j e p s c o t  p r o p r i e t o r  Thomas

H u t c h i n s o n  heard of  t he ep i sode i n a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  on Ju l y

13 by Georgetown l eader  John Penha l l ow.  The p a n i c - s t r i c k e n

i m m i g r a n t s  f u l l y  i n t e n d e d  to r e t u r n  in f l i g h t  t o Bost on,

b u t  P e n h a l l o w  s t o p p e d  them,  a l l o w i n g  on l y  a few women and

c h i l d r e n  t o  go on.  He asked Hut ch i nson and Governor  Shute

f o r  a t r o o p  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  as most  of  t he men in Georgetown

had r e c e n t l y  been sent  t o def end Casco Bay.  The Kennebec

s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and not  Casco Bay,  had g r e a t e r  need of  t r o o p s ,

as t h e y  were "more i mmedi a t e l y  exposed t o t he rage & ma l i ce

of  t h e  N o r r i d g e w a l k  I n d i a n s ,  who have an i n s u l t i n g  f e l l o w

o f  a J e s u i t  a mo n g  ' e m a n d  i s  t h e  I n s t i g a t o r  o f  

3 1D i s o r d e r . "  i n  t h e  meant i me,  Penhal l ow sent  a l e t t e r  to 

t h e  Topsham s e t t l e r s ,  u r g i ng  them to " s t and t h e i r  g r ound , "
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w h i l e  a number of  Cork r e s i d e n t s  r ega i ned t h e i r  courage and 

we n t  b a c k  u p s t r e a m  t o  " H i l l  & secur e t h e i r  Cor n . "  Shute 

was  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a l a r m e d  by t h e  e p i s o d e  t o  send a 

d e t a c h m e n t  o f  s o l d i e r s  t o  Swan I s l a n d .  In a d d i t i o n ,  he 

i s s u e d  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  f o r b i d d i n g  s e t t l e r s  f rom abandoni ng 

t h e i r  f a r m s .  One o f  t h o s e  who r e t u r n e d  t o h i s  home as a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  was S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t  A l e x a n d e r  Hami l t on .  He woul d l i v e  to r e g r e t  h i s  

ac t  o f  o b e d i e n c e . ^

F o r  t h e  nex t  two y ea r s ,  t he r e  was an uneasy peace over  

t h e  K e n n e b e c .  Ye t  t he peace was f r a g i l e  at  bes t ,  and t he 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e nt  at  i ves was s u f f i c i e n t l y  

u p s e t  by t h e  I n d i a n s  a t  N o r r i d g e w o c k  to f o r b i d  f u r t h e r  

t r a d e  w i t h  t hem i n S e p t e m b e r  17 2 1 .  ̂  ̂ A p p a r e n t l y  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  at  Mer r ymeet i ng  Bay took t he I nd i an  

t h r e a t  s e r i o u s l y  as w e l l .  I n t he s p r i n g  of  1722 , p r i o r  t o 

t h e  s t a r t  o f  f u l l - s c a l e  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Boston 

w e r e  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  wa r n  o u t  " I r i s h "  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  

M a i n e . ^

On June  13,  1722,  t h r e a t s  and rumors t ur ned t o a l l - o u t  

war  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f r i n g e s  of  New Engl and.  On t h a t  

d a y ,  I n d i a n s  came down t he Kennebec,  a t t a c k i n g  s e t t l e me n t s  

a l o n g  t h e  wa y .  C a t t l e  and oxen  we r e  k i l l e d  and homes 

b u r n e d .  Adam W i n t h r o p ' s  m i l l  was bu r ned  as was Rober t  

T e m p l e ' s  home.  Al exander  Hami l t on was one of  sever a l  t o be 

t a k e n  c a p t i v e .  John Penhal l ow,  once agai n w r i t i n g  f r om 

G e o r g e t o w n ,  i n f o r m e d  L t .  G o v e r n o r  Dummer ,  i n  S h u t e ' s
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a b s e n c e ,  t h a t  s e t t l e r s  a l ong t he  Kennebec and t he shores of  

M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay " a r e  a l l  f l y i n g  f o r  s h e l t e r ,  & t h a t  no 

arguments can per suade them t o keep t h e i r  houses. " ^®

Some s e t t l e r s  f l e d  t o  near by f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  The s i x  

o r  s e v e n  f a m i l i e s  r ema i n i ng  i n Topsham,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f l e d  

t o  F o r t  Ge o r g e  i n Br uns wi c k ,  a l t hough  Br unswi ck  i t s e l f  was 

a t t a c k e d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w a r .  ^  The 

B r u n s w i c k  g a r r i s o n ,  manned by James Woodsi de' s  sons,  was a 

t a r g e t  o f  one I nd i an- as saul  t , and Woodsi de l o s t  bot h c a t t l e  

an d  p r o v i s i o n s . ^  B r u n s w i c k  r e s i d e n t  John C o c h r a n  

e x p e r i e n c e d  more t han monet ar y  l o s s e s .  He was cap t u r ed  by 

a p a r t y  o f  I n d i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  c a p t o r s  a p p a r e n t l y  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e i r  p r e y .  He caught  them s l e e p i n g  one 

n i g h t ,  s c a l p e d  t h e m ,  and a p p l i e d  f o r  a b o u n t y  on t he 

s c a l p s .  P e j e p s c o t  p r o p r i e t o r  John W e n t w o r t h  was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  i m p r e s s e d  by Cochr an ' s  a c t i o n s  t o suggest  t o 

I t .  G o v e r n o r  D u m m e r  t h a t  " s u c h  a c t i o n s  s h o u l d  be 

b o u n t i f u l l y  r ewar ded,  i t  woul d Ani mat e our  Cap t i ves  and put  

em upon  D e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  D i s c o u r a g e  our
OQ

Enenn e s . "

A n u mbe r  o f  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s  f l e d  t o  t he  supposedl y  

s a f e r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  at  Georgetown i n t he e a r l y  days of  t he 

w a r .  S a f e t y  here was i l l u s o r y  as w e l l .  In Ju l y  1722,  when 

S h a d r a c h  W a l t o n  a r r i v e d  in Georgetown t o t ake command of  

t r o o p s  a l o n g  t h e  Kennebec,  he f ound t he town under  a t t ac k  

by at  l e a s t  f i v e  hundred I n d i a n s .  ^

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  149 -

S e v e r a l  y o u n g  men among t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  

e n l i s t e d  i n  l o c a l  r e g i m e n t s  and f o u g h t  du r i ng  Dummer ' s 

W a r . ^  • One o f  t h o s e  who s t a y e d  b e h i n d  t o  f i g h t  was 

R o b e r t  T e m p l e ,  who commanded a g a r r i s o n  at  Cork i n 1722.  

Ye t  T e mp l e  s oon  t i r e d  of  wa r f a r e  i n t he Maine woods.  His 

d r eams  of  becomi ng a l anded p r o p r i e t o r  had been dashed,  and 

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1724,  he abandoned t he Kennebec and t ook 

up r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  Ten H i l l s  s e c t i o n  of  Char l es t own.  In 

t h e s e  more c i v i l  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  Temple l i v e d  u n t i l  h i s  death 

i n 1754 . 42

T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  l i v i n g  a t  

Me r r y m e e t i n g  Bay p r i o r  t o t he ou t br eak  of  h o s t i l i t i e s  chose 

t o  f l e e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f i g h t .  Bo l t on  f ound t he names of  223 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  P e j e p s c o t  l a n d s . 42 Temple 

c l a i m e d  t h a t  most  went  t o Pennsy l van i a  or  Londonder r y ,  New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  d u r i n g  Du mme r ' s  W a r . 44 Many ot her s  went  t o  

B o s t o n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  wer e  f o r c e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  l o c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  The purpose o f  t he r e g i s t r a t i o n  was obv i ous .  

Those  u n a b l e  t o  show means o f  s u p p o r t  wo u l d  s i mp l y  be 

warned out  o f  t own,  and i n . 1722 and 1723,  many w e r e . 42

Dummer ' s  War came at  a t i me when t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were 

t u r n i n g  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay i n t o  a 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  " p l a n t a t i o n . ” By t he end of  t he war ,  however ,  

t h e  f e w r e m a i n i n g  i mmi gr ant s  were s c a t t e r e d .  Wi l l i a ms o n ,  

i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a i n e , p r o b a b l y  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  number  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l e f t  i n Maine 

when he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h r oug ho u t  t he p r o v i n c e  in 1750,  t he r e
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wer e  o n l y  sevent een f a m i l i e s  t h a t  were " S c o t t i s h  Hi ber nean,  

and  a l l  p r e s b y t e r i a n s . . . . " ^ ®  I n  t h e  r e g i o n  b e t w e e n  

K i t t e r y  and t h e  K e n n e b e c  a l one ,  t he r e  were pr obab l y  more 

t h a n  t h a t .  F o l l o w i n g  t he war ,  some S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

l i v e d  i n  t h e  P u r p o o d u c  a r e a  o f  Casco Bay .  Ot her s  had 

s e t t l e d  a t  B i d d e f o r d  and near  t he  Saco F a l l s  by 1727 , f o r  

l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  compl a i ned t h a t  " I r i s h "  net s were keepi ng 

f i s h  f r om r each i ng  t h e i r  spawni ng gr ounds,  and t h a t  i n t u r n  

was u p s e t t i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  f u r t h e r  u p s t r e a m . ^7 Ot h e r  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he Reverend Hugh Henry,  

l i v e d  i n  S c a r b o r o u g h ,  wher e t he war had so deci mat ed t he 

p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  Henr y ,  l i k e  h i s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r edecessor ,  

t h e  R e v e r e n d  Hugh C a m p b e l l ,  c o u l d  n o t  c o l l e c t  a l i v i n g  

wage.  Whi l e  Hugh Henr y ' s  sad case dragged on i n York County 

c o u r t s ,  o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t r i c k l e d  i n t o  

Scarborough i n t he year s  a f t e r  t he war .  0

I n a d d i t i o n ,  some S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  r emai ned 

a r o u n d  M e r r y m e e t i n g  B a y - - a t  B r u n s w i c k ,  To p s h a m,  and 

G e o r g e t o w n .  I n  t h e  B r u n s w i c k  a r ea ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  James 

W o o d s i d e ' s  son W i l l i a m  was r u n n i n g  a t r a d i n g  p o s t  at  

P e j e p s c o t  F a l l s  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  w a r .  ^  T h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  i n f l u e n c e  remai ned s t r ong  enough in Brunswi ck 

f o r  t h e  t own  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  R e v e r e n d  R o b e r t  D u n l a p ,  a 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  n a t i v e  of  I r e l a n d ,  t o be t h e i r  town m i n i s t e r  

i n  1 74 7 , a l t h o u g h  he had to t r a v e l  a l l  t he way to Boston 

and John Mo o r e h e a d  i n  o r d e r  t o  be o r d a i n e d  by a f e l l o w  

Pr es by t e r i  an . ^
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Yet  t h e  war  ended e f f o r t s  by t he Pe j epsco t  P r o p r i e t o r s  

t o  e n c o u r a g e  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  l a n d s  w e s t  o f  t h e  

K e n n e b e c .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  seem t o have run out  of  st eam.  

W i t h  p e a c e  came r e n e we d  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  t o  M a i n e - - b u t  t h i s  t i me t o s e t t l e me n t s  eas t  of  

t h e  K e n n e b e c .  L e a d i n g  t h e  c h a r g e  was an I r i shman named 

O a v i d  D u n b a r ;  c l ose  at  h i s  heel s  came Samuel  Waldo and t he 

L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company P r o p r i e t o r s .

By r i g h t s ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  have  been l i t t l e  l e g a l  

c o n f u s i o n  o v e r  s e t t l e m e n t  eas t  of  t he Kennebec.  Engl and 

had c l a i m e d  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  sevent eent h  

c e n t u r y ,  and t he Peace of  U t r e c h t  had s o l i d i f i e d  t h a t  c l a i m 

by e l i m i n a t i n g  F r e n c h  c l a i ms  i n Maine and t he c r e a t i o n  of  

an E n g l i s h  Nova S c o t i a .  T h e r e  was some c on f us i on  as to 

w n e t h e r  t h e  r eg i on  between t he Kennebec and t he St .  C r o i x ,  

c a l l e d  " Sagad a h o c k  , " b e l o n g e d  t o  Massachuse t t s  or  Nova 

S c o t i a ,  b u t  t he Bay Col ony i n s i s t e d  t he l and was t h e i r s  t o  

s e t t l e .  The most  p e r s i s t e n t  i n t h i s  c l a i m were a group of  

i n v e s t o r s  known as t he L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company P r o p r i e t o r s .

L i k e  t h e  P e j e p s c o t  P r o p r i e t o r s ,  t h e  L i n c o l n s h i r e  

Company o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  a l and g r an t  made i n t he 1630 ' s ,  

and l i k e  t h e  P e j e p s c o t  g r a n t ,  i t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a l ong ,  

d o r m a n t  p e r i o d  u n t i l  t h e  P e a c e  o f  U t r e c h t .  The 

L i n c o l n s h i r e  P r o p r i e t o r s ,  s o m e t i m e s  r e f e r r e d  t o as t he 

Wal do Pat ent ees or  t he Muscongus P r o p r i e t o r s ,  c l a i med Maine 

l a n d s  b e t w e e n  Muscongus Bay and t he Penobscot  R i v e r .  The 

v e r y  f e w s e t t l e r s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o move i n t o  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y
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had been q u i c k l y  c h a s e d  d u r i n g  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  and King

W i l l i a m ' s  w a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  a s t o n e  f o r t  had been b u i l t  at

Pemaqu i d  i n  1 6 9 2 .  The L i n c o l n s h i r e  P r o p r i e t o r s  moved

s l o w l y  a f t e r  t h e  Peac e  o f  U t r e c h t ,  and not  u n t i l  1719-20

d i d  t h e y  b e g i n  t o  s e t t l e  l a n d s  e a s t  of  Pemaqui d.  They

b u i l t  a c o u p l e  o f  f o r t s  al ong t he  St .  Geor ge ' s  R i v e r  and

e r e c t e d  a s a w m i l l  i n  t h e  a r e a .  P o r t s m o u t h ' s  Thomas

W e s t b r o o k ,  a s h a r e h o l d e r  i n t he company,  was i n charge of

L i n c o l n s h i r e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n Mai ne.  He had been g r an t ed  t e r

t h o u s a n d  acr es o f  l and by the p r o p r i e t o r s  i n 1720,  w i t h  t he

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  he w o u l d  r e s i d e  t h e r e  and e n c o u r a g e

t w e n t y - f i v e  f a m i l i e s  t o  l i v e  a l ong t he St .  Geor ge ' s  R i v e r .

T h a t  same y e a r ,  Rober t  Edwards o f  Ca s t l e b u r g ,  I r e l a n d ,  was

as k e d  t o  p o p u l a t e  t wo  e n t i r e  t o w n s h i p s  i n L i n c o l n s h i r e

t e r r i t o r y  by b r i n g i n g  over  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a m i l i e s .  Ne i t h e r

p l a n  amounted t o much,  however ,  as I nd i an  wa r f a r e  v i r t u a l l y

e l i m i n a t e d  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s e t t l e m e n t . ^ *

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  end o f  Dummer ' s War,  t he L i n c o l n s h i r e

Company p r o p r i e t o r s - - ! e d  by West br ook,  E l i s h a  Cooke,  Boston

m e r c h a n t  J o n a t h a n  W a l d o ,  and h i s  son Samuel  Wal do- - began

e n c o u r a g i n g  s e t t l e r s  t o  move back i n t o  L i n c o l n s h i r e  l ands .

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o say how s uc c es s f u l  t hey  were,  a l t hough

one secondar y  sour ce es t i ma t ed  t h a t  by t he t i me of  Jonat han

W a l d o ' s  deat h i n 1731,  t he r e  may have been 150 f a m i l i e s ,  or

n i n e  h u n d r e d  t o  one t housand i n h a b i t a n t s ,  l i v i n g  ad j ac en t

t o  company  l a n d s  between t he Kennebec Ri ve r  and Muscongus 

5 2Bay .  C l e a r l y ,  p e a c e  was b r i n g i n g  s e t t l e r s  t o Mai ne.
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L i n c o l n s h i r e  e f f o r t s ,  however ,  ran i n t o  an o b s t a c l e  of  an 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  na t u r e  i n t he person o f  Davi d Dunbar .

I n  1 7 2 8 , - I r i s h m a n  Davi d Dunbar ,  a f o r me r  s o l d i e r ,  was 

made S u r v e y o r  Ge n e r a l  o f  t he K i n g ' s  Woods " i n  Amer i ca and 

Nova S c o t i a . "  H i s  c h i e f  f u n c t i o n  was t o encourage t he  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  naval  s t o r es  and t o p r o t e c t  wh i t e  p i ne t r e e s  

i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  Ma i n e  and New Hampshi re whi ch had t he 

p o t e n t i a l  t o  be made i n t o  m a s t s .  I n  s h o r t ,  he was t he 

c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  i n  n o r t h e r n  New Eng l and ' s  

p r o f i t a b l e  t i mb e r  t r a d e . ^

The r o l e  o f  t h e  S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l  i n  n o r t h e r n  New 

E n g l a n d  had g a i n e d  i m p o r t a n c e  i n t he year s  f o l l o w i n g  t he 

Peace o f  U t r e c h t .  Hugh t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  i n Maine became'  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c u t t i n g ,  b o t h  l e g a j  and i l l e g a l .  The 

S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l ,  u s u a l l y  s t a t i o n e d  i n Bost on,  al ong w i t h  

one o r  t wo  d e p u t i e s ,  had t he i mpo s s i b l e  t ask  of  p a t r o l l i n g  

t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  mar k i ng t he wh i t e  

p i n e s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  masts and i n s p e c t i n g  t he  r e g i o n ' s  many 

s a w m i l l s  t o  see t h a t  no "mast  t r e e s "  were bei ng reduced to 

b o a r d s .  B e t w e e n  1 7 0 5-  1 7 1 8 , t h e  t hank l es s  t ask had been 

p e r f o r m e d  d i l i g e n t l y  by Jonathan B r i d g e r .  Yet  B r i d g e r ' s  

z e a l  had a l i e n a t e d  him f rom t he most  i n f l u e n t i a l  merchant  

and s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n Boston and Por t smout h.  He 

was r e p l a c e d  by an absent ee Sur veyor  General  who never  se t  

f o o t  i n  New E n g l a n d .  W h i l e  t h e  change made l i f e  e a s i e r  

among s a w m i l l  o p e r a t o r s  i n n o r t he r n  New Engl and,  i t  a l so
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d i d  l i t t l e  t o  s t o p  i l l e g a l  c u t t i n g  and t he d e s t r u c t i o n  of  

t he r e g i o n ' s  wh i t e  p i ne f o r e s t s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r om 1718 to 1728,  as e f f o r t s  

t o  s t o p  i l l e g a l  c u t t i n g  p r o v e d  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  t he t i mber  

ec onomy  o f  n o r t h e r n  New Engl and g r a v i t a t e d  t o two oppos i ng 

c amps .  Nume r ou s  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n t e r e s t s  were assoc i a t ed  

w i t h  C o l o n e l  Wi l l i a m P e p p e r r e l l ,  a wea l t hy  t i mb e r  merchant  

l i v i n g  i n  K i t t e r y ,  Mai ne.  P e p p e r r e l l ' s  son,  " S i r "  Wi l l i a m 

P e p p e r r e l l  ( s t y l e d  " S i r "  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  c a p t u r e  o f  

L o u i s b u r g  i n 1745)  f o l l o we d  i n h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f o o t s t e p s .  His 

c l o s e  f r i e n d  and b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e  was Samuel  Waldo 

( s t y l e d  " B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l "  b e c a u s e  he s e r v e d  as 

P e p p e r r e l l ' s  s e c o n d  i n command at  L o u i s b u r g ) ,  who was not  

o n l y  an o wn e r  o f  s a w m i l l s ,  but  became t he mast  agent  f o r  

New H a m p s h i r e  and Ma i n e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s u p p l y i n g  London 

m e r c h a n t  R a l p h  G u l s t o n  w i t h  ma s t s  f o r  t h e  Royal  Navy.  

Wa l d o ,  i n  t u r n ,  s u b c o n t r a c t e d  much of  hi s work t o f r i e n d  

Thomas W e s t b r o o k ,  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of  L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company 

l ands i n Mai ne.  ^

W i l l i a m  P e p p e r r e l l ' s  maj or  r i v a l  i n t he t i mber  t r ade  

o f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  was New Ha mp s h i r e ' s  l i e u t e n a n t

g o v e r n o r ,  J o h n  W e n t w o r t h .  He had on c e  w o r k e d  f o r

P e p p e r r e l l ,  b u t  by r ough l y  1720 , t he amb i t i ous  l i e u t e n a n t

g o v e r n o r  had gone i n t o  bus i ness  f o r  h i ms e l f .  A s s i s t i n g  him

w e r e  h i s  s o n s  B e n n i n g  and Mark H u n k i n g ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

P o r t s m o u t h  m e r c h a n t s  T h e o d o r e  At k i nson and John Ri ndge.  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 7 2 0 ' s , We n t w o r t h  devel oped a r easonab l y
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s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p l a n  t o c a p t u r e  much of  t he mast  and t i mber  

t r a d e  away f r om t he Pe p p e r r e l l  f a m i l y .  F i r s t l y ,  Wentwor th 

w i s h e d  t o  expand t he t e r r i t o r y  he c o n t r o l l e d  as l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r ;  he wa n t e d  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and Maine d e f i n e d  i n ways t h a t  were generous 

t o  New H a m p s h i r e .  Th i s  woul d p l ace a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount  

o f  r i c h  t i m b e r  l a n d  out  of  P e p p e r r e l l ' s  r each.  Second l y ,  

W e n t w o r t h  w a n t e d  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o  be c o m p l e t e , ,  r a t h e r  t han r e l y i n g  on a 

common g o v e r n o r  who was bound  t o  f a v o r  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

i n t e r e s t s .  T h i r d l y ,  Went wor t h wanted t he crown t o o r gan i z e  

a c o m p a n y ,  c o m p r i s e d  l a r g e l y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  and 

C o n n e c t i c u t  m e r c h a n t s  headed no doubt  by Went wor t h,  t h a t  

wo u l d  p r o v i d e  n a v a l  s t o r e s  t o  t he Royal  Navy.  F i n a l l y ,  

Wentwor th wanted t o be appo i n t ed Surveyor  Gener a l .

B e g i n n i n g  i n 1723,  Wentwor th s t a r t e d  to en f o r c e  t i mber  

l aws  r i g i d l y  i n New Hampshi re,  a c t i n g  w i t h  t he b l e s s i n g  of  

t h e  a b s e n t  S u r v e y o r  Gener a l .  In hi s l e t t e r s  t o t he Board 

o f  T r a d e ,  he was qu i ck  t o p o i n t  out  t h a t  he coul d do l i t t l e  

more t h a n  w a t c h  h e l p l e s s l y  as t i m b e r  l a ws  were open l y  

v i o l a t e d  by P e p p e r r e l l  i n Mai ne.  " I  know t he Crowne i s  a 

g r e a t  s u f f e r e r  f o r  want  of  t h a t  o f f i c e r  [ Sur veyor  Gener a l ]  

b e i n g  on t he s p o t . "  Si nce many of  t he best  mast  t r e e s  were 

on l a n d s  c l a i m e d  by both Massachuset t s  and New Hampshi re,  

W e n t w o r t h  p l e a d e d  f o r  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  by t he Board:  "The 

r u n n i n g  t h e  l i n e s  between t he  two Pr ov i nces  and a s u t a b l e  

p e r s o n  f o r  S u r v a y e r  o f  t h e  Woods ,  a r e  t h e  o n l y  t wo
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e x p e d i e n t s  t o  make t h e  p i n e  t r e e s  a l a s t i n g  advant age t o 

t h e  C r o w n . "  When t h e  crown appo i n t ed  Davi d Dunbar  as the 

new S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l  i n  1728,  Wentwor th made t he bes t  of  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  He cou r t ed  Dunbar ,  becomi ng t he I r i s h ma n ' s  

most  power f u l  a l l y  i n A me r i c a . 55

U n l i k e  h i s  absent ee p r edec es s o r ,  Dunbar  was e n e r g e t i c ,  

a b r a s i v e ,  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l . 56 A l t h o u g h  he f a i l e d  

u l t i m a t e l y  i n  h i s  v a r i o u s  per sona l  goa l s ,  i t  i s  t es t ament  

t o  h i s  z e a l  t h a t  he f u r t h e r  wi dened t he gap between t he 

W e n t w o r t h  and P e p p e r r e l l  f a c t i o n s ,  l ea d i ng  t o a compl et e 

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  New Hampshi re f r om Massachuset t s  by 1740,  as 

w e l l  as t h e  a s c e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  W e n t w o r t h  " c l a n "  t o  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  unprecedent ed power i n New Hampshi re p o l i t i c s .  

So me wh e r e ,  l o s t  among t h e  mor e s p e c t a c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  of  

D u n b a r ' s  b r i e f  s t a y  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  

" Geor g i a"  and i t s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s . 5^

Upon r e c e i v i n g  h i s  appo i n t men t ,  Dunbar  d i d not  l eave 

E n g l a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  B o s t o n ,  b u t  s e n t  h i s  b r o t h e r  

J e r e m i a h  ahead t o g a t h e r  i n f o r ma t i o n  about  New Eng l and ' s
C O

f o r e s t s .  J e r e m i a h  D u n b a r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a l

b a t t l e  t o  s a v e  t h e  w h i t e  p i n e  w o u l d  be i n  M a i n e .  Of 

p a r t i c u l a r  i mpor t ance were t he supposedl y  untouched f o r e s t s  

bey ond  t h e  K e n n e b e c .  S i n c e  London o f f i c i a l s  had ye t  to 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t he t e r r i t o r y  of  Sagadahock bel onged to 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  o r  t h e  n e w l y - a c q u i r e d  Nova S c o t i a ,  Davi d 

D u n b a r  q u i c k l y  o f f e r e d  a c o m p r o m i s e - - d e s i g n a t a  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  b e t we e n  t h e  Ke n n e b e c  and S t .  C r o i x  r i v e r s  a
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s e p a r a t e  " p r o v i n c e "  and put  t he Sur veyor  General  i n char ge.  

I n t h i s  w a y ,  he c o u l d  b e t t e r  p r o t e c t  h i s  m a j e s t y ' s  p i nes  

i n  t h e  r e g i o n s .  To t h e  s u r p r i s e  o f  many ,  D u n b a r ' s  

s u g g e s t i o n  won i n i t i a l  a p p r o v a l .  By t he t i me Sur veyor  

G e n e r a l  D u n b a r  a r r i v e d  i n Boston i n 1729,  he was a l so  t he 

n o m i n a l  head o f  a new p r o v i n c e  c a l l e d  " G e o r g i a . T h e  

s t a g e  wa s  s e t  f o r  a c l a s h  b e t w e e n  D u n b a r  and h i s  

so o n - 1 o - b e - a c q u i r e d  Went wor t h f r i e n d s  on t he one hand,  and 

t h e  Massachuse t t s  gover nment ,  t he L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company,  and 

t he P e p p e r r e l 1-Wal do merchant  f a c t i o n  on t he  o t h e r .

Once i n  New E n g l a n d ,  D u n b a r  q u i c k l y  d i s c o v e r e d  how 

l i t t l e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  u n d e r s t o o d  a b o u t  M a i n e .  

" G e o r g i a "  was h a r d l y  an untamed w i l d e r n e s s .  As i de f r om t he 

f o r t  a t  Pemaqui d and t he peopl e a l r e a d y  l i v i n g  between t he 

K e n n e b e c  R i v e r  and Mu s c o n g u s  Bay ,  D u n b a r  f o u n d  t h a t  

e x t e n s i v e  c u t t i n g  had been goi ng on in t he Maine woods.  He 

a l s o  was t o l d  by o f f i c i a l s  i n Boston t h a t  " Geor g i a "  was not  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e r e .  Dunbar ' s  " Geor g i a "  was cons i de r ed  a p a r t  

o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and a s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t he t e r r i t o r y  i n 

q u e s t i o n ,  n a m e l y  t h a t  p a r t  between Muscongus Bay and t he 

P e n o b s c o t  R i v e r ,  was  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  

L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company P r o p r i e t o r s .

U n d e t e r r e d  by a l l  of  t h i s ,  Dunbar  wr o t e  t o t he Board 

o f  T r a d e  i n Oct ober  1729,  o u t l i n i n g  h i s  p l an t o r e b u i l d  t he 

f o r t  a t  Pemaqui d,  naming i t  Fo r t  F r e d e r i c k .  In h i s  l e t t e r ,  

he n o t e d  t h a t  " a g r e a t  many hundred men of  t hose who come 

l a t e l y  f r o m  I r e l a n d , "  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  some e a r l i e r
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  wanted to s e t t l e  on t hese l ands.  

The r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t s  he wr ot e  o f  were a p p a r e n t l y  some of  

t h e  same who had been t he s u b j e c t  of  mob abuse i n Bost on.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o Dunbar ,  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  of  t hose who l a t e l y  

came f r o m  I r e l a n d  had removed t hemsel ves  to P e n n s i l v a n i a  

u p o n  i l l  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  h e r e ,  w h e r e  a v e r y  

N u m e r o u s  Mo b b  t h r e a t e n d  a n d  i n s u l t e d  t h e m  as 

f o r e i  g n e r s . . . .

D u n b a r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he was l i t e r a l l y  pr essur ed  i n t o  

s t a r t i n g  h i s  new p l a n t a t i o n  by S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  

l o o k i n g  f o r  a p l a c e  t o s e t t l e .  He o r i g i n a l l y  i n t ended to 

o f f e r  each  f a m i l y  b e t w e e n  f i f t y  and one hundred acres of  

l a n d  a r o u n d  For t  F r e d e r i c k ,  say i ng in Oct ober  1729 t h a t  he 

a l r e a d y  had about  250 men ready t o mi g r a t e  to t he ar ea.  By 

A u g u s t  1 7 3 0 ,  he was a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s e t t l e r s .  

For  e v e r y  f o r t y  f a m i l i e s ,  he w o u l d  g r a n t  a t ownshi p  of  

t w e l v e  m i l e s  squar e.  Each f a m i l y  woul d r e c e i v e  a home l o t  

o f  f o r t y  a c r e s  and an a d d i t i o n a l  one hundred acres nearby.  

I n  a l l  he may have  a t t r a c t e d  a b o u t  150 f a m i l i e s  t o
C O

G e o r g i a .  A p e t i t i o n  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  1730,  whi ch asked 

f o r  l a n d  i n  Geor gi a ,  was s i gned by f o r t y - f o u r  peop l e ,  most  

o f  whom had S c o t t i s h  names .  Some of  t hose expr ess i ng  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r ea  were not  r ecent  i mmi g r an t s ,  however ,  

b u t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  f rom e a r l i e r  m i g r a t i o n s .  In 

June 1 7 3 0 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Dunbar  r ec e i v ed  a p e t i t i o n  f rom a 

n u m b e r  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  New 

H a m p s h i r e .  E n c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a
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" p l a n t a t i o n "  g o v e r n e d  by a f e l l o w  c o u n t r y m a n ,  t h e s e  

s e t t l e r s ,  " o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  n o r t h  B r i t a i n  but  Last  f rom 

I r e l a n d , "  a s k e d  D u n b a r  f o r  a t r a c t  o f  l and i n Geor gi a .  

They  needed t i me as we l l  as l and,  however ,  i n or der  t o s e l l  

t h e i r  l a n d s  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  where r ea l  e s t a t e  val ues were 

l ow due t o  a l e g a l  b a t t l e  w i t h  nearby H a v e r h i l l  and t he 

u n c e r t a i n t y  b r o u g h t  on by t he Massachuset t s-New Hampshi re 

boundary c o n t r o v e r s y .  (See Chapt er  V)®4

F a m i l i e s  m o v i n g  t o  G e o r g i a ,  however ,  f aced one ver y  

s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ;  D u n b a r  d i d  n o t  have a u t h o r i t y  t o g r an t  

t i t l e  t o  l a n d .  At  f i r s t ,  D u n b a r  t r i e d  t o  h i d e  h i s  

w e a k n e s s .  He noted t o t he Board of  Trade t h a t  t he r e  were a 

n u m b e r  o f  " I r i s h  P r o t e s t a n t s "  who " h a v e  been v e r y  

i m p o r t u n a t e  f o r  l ands "  i n Mai ne.  " I f  I dec l ar ed to them my 

power  and how I am l i m i t t e d ,  i t  would at  once put  an end to 

a l l  p r oc ee d i ng s  h e r e . . . . "  Si nce he wi shed to e s t a b l i s h  and 

m a i n t a i n  a c e r t a i n  moment um t o  h i s  new v en t u r e ,  Dunbar 

s t a l l e d  f o r  t i me.  " I  am p u t t i n g  them o f f  w i t h  promi ses in 

hopes  o f  l e t t e r s  f r o m  E n g l a n d . . . . 1' He came c l o s e r  to 

s u c c e s s  t h a n  most  r e a l i z e .  In Febr uar y  1731,  t he Board of  

T r a d e  r e c o mme n d e d  to t he Duke of  Newcast l e t h a t  Dunbar  be 

a l l o w e d  t o  l a y  o u t  t o w n s h i p s  beyond t he Penobscot  Ri ve r .  

He was c a u t i o n e d ,  however ,  t h a t  t i t l e  t o l ands between the 

Ke n n e b e c  and Pe n o b s c o t  r i v e r s  was p r e s e n t l y  bei ng deci ded 

i n t h e  c o u r t s .  I f  t h a t  l and was det er mi ned to bel ong to 

t h e  c r o w n ,  o r  put  anot her  way,  i f  t he L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company 

c l a i m s  we r e  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d ,  t h a n  t h e  Bo a r d  v i r t u a l l y
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g u a r a n t e e d  t h a t  Dunbar ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  " w i l l  never  

be di  s t u r b e d .  1,66

Du n b a r  a l so  had t o be concerned w i t h  t he  peopl e l i v i n g

i n  " G e o r g i a "  p r i o r  t o h i s  a r r i v a l .  I n Dunbar ' s  v i ew,  t hese

p e o p l e  w e r e  l i t t l e  more t han s q u a t t e r s .  Those who r e f used

t o  r e c o g n i z e  D u n b a r ' s  a u t h o r i t y  i n t he area ( i n  s p i t e  of

h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  g r an t  t i t l e  t o  l and)  were,  i n some cases,

e v i c t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h

fi fir n i p r i s i o n m e n t . 00 To make ma t t e r s  worse,  Dunbar  used some 

of  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m mi g r a n t s  to hel p him c a r r y  out  t he 

d i r t y  w o r k .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  1730 , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  one Jos i ah 

G l o v e r ,  who l i v e d  eas t  of  t he Kennebec by v i r t u e  of  an ol d 

I n d i a n  d e e d ,  c o mp l a i n e d  t o Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  

he was a c c o s t e d  by " E i g h t  I r i s h  Men Armed w i t h  Guns and 

S w o r d s "  w h i l e  he and h i s  crew were s a i l i n g  out  f o r  a day ' s  

f i s h i n g .  When Gl over  and h i s  crew r e t u r n e d ,  " t h e r e  came on 

b o a r d  t h e  S c h o o n e r  f i v e  or  s i x  I r i s h  men Armed w i t h  Guns 

and C l u b b s ,  and i n  an h o s t i l e  V i o l e n t  Manner sup r i sed  & 

S e i z e d  upon t h e  I n f o r ma n t  & h i s  Crew, "  t a k i n g  them a l l  t o 

D u n b a r ' s  f o r t  a t  P e m a q u i d . 67 To h i s  c r e d i t ,  D u n b a r  

d e f e n d e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  a t  P e m a q u i d ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  when i t  came to e t h n i c  s l u r s .  He compl ai ned 

t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tr ade t h a t  h i s  peopl e were " over  and over  

s t i g ma t i z e d  w i t h  t he name of  I r i s h . . . . " 66

The eager  r e c i p i e n t  of  comp l a i n t s  about  Dunbar  was t he 

new M a s s a c h u s e t t s  gover nor ,  Jonat han Be l c he r .  Asi de f rom 

w i s h i n g  t o  pur sue Bay Col ony c l a i ms  to Sagadahock,  Be l cher
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was f u r t h e r  mo t i v a t e d  by h i s  u t t e r  cont empt  f o r  Dunbar .  He 

once  c a l l e d  t he I r i shman " t h e  b u l l - f r o g  f r om t he H i be r n i an  

F e r n s . "  What made Dunbar  p a r t i c u l a r l y  obnox i ous  t o Be l che r  

was h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  New Hampshi r e ' s  Wentwor th f a m i l y  

and t h a t  p r o v i n c e ' s  " a n t i - Ma s s a c h u s e t t s "  p a r t y .

As t h e  s p a r k s  f l e w  b e t w e e n  Dunbar  and Be l c h e r ,  t he 

S u r v e y o r  General  f e l t  compel l ed t o send l ong j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  G e o r g i a  c l a i m  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e . F o r  h i s  

p a r t ,  B e l c h e r  n o t  o n l y  w r o t e  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c l a i m  t o  Sagadahock,  but  he p r obab l y  backed 

S a m u e l  W a l d o ' s  m i s s i o n  t o  L o n d o n  t o  p l e a  f o r  t h e  

L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company c l a i ms  i n t he ar ea.  Upon hear i ng  t h a t  

c i v i l  o r d e r  was t h r e a t e n e d  i n t he r e g i o n ,  Be l che r  sent  an 

ar med v e s s e l  t o  P e m a q u i d ,  a r r e s t i n g  f o u r  o f  D u n b a r ' s  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  o s t e n s i b l y  i n a move to p r eser ve  

o r d e r . ^  D u n b a r  was i n c e n s e d .  He f i r e d  o f f  a l e t t e r  to 

t h e  Bo a r d  o f  T r a d e ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  of  t he a r r e s t  and shabby 

t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s  p e o p l e ,  s a y i n g  " t h i s  i s  t he j u s t i c e  of  

t h i s  C o u n t r y  t o  S t r a n g e r s  and f o r e i g n e r s  as a l l  h i s  

Maj est ys European Sub j ec t s  are c a l l e d  h e r e . . . . " ' 7^

Du n b a r  a l s o  had t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  s e t t l e r s  bei ng sent  

i n t o  t he  area by t he L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company P r o p r i e t o r s .  The 

company  had been sl ow t o r e c ov e r  a f t e r  Dummer ' s War,  but  by 

1729 ,  perhaps s t i r r e d  by Dunbar ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  in England and 

M a i n e ,  t h e y  began  t o  move q u i c k l y .  In December of  t h a t  

y e a r ,  t h e  L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company announced t h a t  t hey  woul d 

g r a n t  120 ac r es  of  l and t o each f a m i l y  s e t t l i n g  upon t h e i r
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l a n d s  as w e l l  as make p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  pay i ng a m i n i s t e r  and 

p r o v i d i n g  r e g u l a r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between t he St .  George' s  

R i v e r  and B o s t o n .  7  ̂ As a d d i t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e i r  

c l a i m s ,  however ,  t he company sent  Samuel  Waldo t o London i n 

t h e  h o p e s  o f  u n s e a t i n g  D u n b a r .  In t he meant i me,  Dunbar 

w a r n e d  u n a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  t o  s t a y  out  of  t he 300,000 

a c r e s  of  Maine l and t h a t  he was r e s e r v i n g  f o r  a " Nur se r y  of  

Tr ee,  f o r  t he Royal  Nav y . " ' 74

S a mu e l  W a l d o ' s  m i s s i o n  t o  L o n d o n  a d d r e s s e d  b o t h  

p e r s o n a l  and c o mp a n y  n e eds .  As a t i mb e r  t r a d e r  and mast  

a g e n t ,  Wa l do  had e n c o u n t e r e d  i mmedi at e pr obl ems w i t h  hi s  

m a j e s t y ' s  Su r v e y o r  General  o f  t he K i n g ' s  Woods.  The f i e r y  

I r i s h m a n ,  never  one t o l e t  an i n s u l t  or  wrong go u n n o t i c e d ,  

c o m p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  Bo a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n 1729 t h a t  Waldo had 

been c u t t i n g  i l l e g a l l y  i n  t he Maine f o r e s t s ,  addi ng t h a t  

Wa l do  was a l s o  " a g e n t  f o r  a number  of  t he Cl a i mant s  f o r  

Vast  T r a c t s  of  Land i n G e o r g i a . " 7^

D u n b a r ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  h i s  a l l y  John Went wor t h,  

a c c u s e d  b o t h  Wa l do  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e  Thomas West brook of  

s e n d i n g  some o f  t h e i r  masts i l l e g a l l y  t o Eng l and ' s  enemi es,  

as w e l l  as engagi ng i n i l l e g a l  c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n Maine.  

T h i s  was an o l d  song f o r  Went wor t h;  back i n 1727,  when he 

was v y i n g  f o r  t h e  S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n ,  Wentwor th 

r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  t h a t  some o f  t h o s e  

" i m p l o y e d ,  as A g e n t s ;  t o  t he C o n t r a c t o r  f o r  Masts ( v i z . )  

Mr .  Gu1st on . . . have g r ea t  Op p e r t u n i t y s  t o make wast e of  pi ne 

t r e e s  h e r e  by f a l l i n g  mor e  t h a n  t hey wa n t  1,76 Si nce
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t h e s e  same men we r e  a l s o  owners of  s a wmi l l s ,  t he " e x t r a "  

ma s t s  we r e  t h e n  c u t  up f o r  boar ds .  L a t e r ,  Wentwor th was 

mor e s u c c i n c t  when he w r o t e  t o  D u n b a r  t h a t  " i t  i s not  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  His Ma j e s t y ' s  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  mast  agent s and 

f a c t o r s  s h o u l d  e r e c t  s a w m i l l s  among t h e  p i n e s . " ' 7'7 

W e n t w o r t h ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Wa l do  and West br ook  i s  easy to 

u n d e r s t a n d ;  t h e y  w e r e  f r i e n d s  and bus i ness  assoc i a t es  of  

r i v a l  W i l l i a m  P e p p e r r e l l .  H o w e v e r ,  D u n b a r ' s  c h a r g e s  

a g a i n s t  Wa l d o  and West brook went  unhear d.  To make mat t e r s  

worse,  John Wentwor th di ed i n  December 1730.

W i t h  power f u l  enemies l i k e  Be l c h e r ,  P e p p e r r e l l ,  Waldo,  

W e s t b r o o k - - even B o s t o n ' s  E l i s h a  Cooke,  not  known f o r  h i s  

a l l i a n c e s  w i z h M a s s a c h u s e t t s  g o v e r n o r s - - i t  i s  n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  London o f f i c i a l s  soon r ecogn i zed Bos t on ' s  

c l a i m  o v e r  S a g a d a h o c k .  To Be l c h e r ' s  d e l i g h t ,  " Gover nor "  

Du n b a r  was f o r c e d  t o drop h i s  p l ans f o r  Georgi a i n 1732 ; to 

B e l c h e r ' s  s h o c k  and d i s m a y ,  Su r v e y o r  General  Dunbar  had 

been a p p o i n t e d  i n  1731 t o  f i l l  t he shoes of  t he r e c e n t l y  

d e c e a s e d  L t .  Gov.  John W e n t w o r t h  i n  Por t smout h.  Si nce 

B e l c h e r  wa s  g o v e r n o r  o f  b o t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and New 

H a mp s h i r e ,  " t h e  b u l l - f r o g  f r om t he H i be r n i an  Fer ns"  was now 

B e l c h e r ' s  c h i e f  l i e u t e n a n t  i n t he l a t t e r  p r o v i n c e .  In a 

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Duke o f  N e w c a s t l e ,  B e l c h e r  s p u t t e r e d  and 

f u m e d :  " F o r  how i s  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  My Lor d Duke,  t h a t  t he 

K i n g ' s  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  good o f  t h a t  P r o v i n c e  [New 

H a m p s h i r e ]  can be c a r r y ' d  on end w i t h  t o l e r a b l e  q u i e t ,  and 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  w h i l e  I mu s t  have  an o f f i c e r  u n d e r  me
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d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e  t o me. "  Be l cher  was so i ncensed at  

t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and on such poor  t erms w i t h  Dunbar ,  t h a t  

he r e f u s e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t he new l i e u t e n a n t  gover nor ,  

c h o o s i n g  i n s t e a d  t o  work t h r ough t he p r o v i n c e ' s  s e c r e t a r y  

of  s t a t e  and h i s  own c l os e  f r i e n d ,  Ri char d Wa l d r o n . 7®

Y e t  w h i l e  t h e  f e u d  b e t w e e n  B e l c h e r  and Du n b a r  

c o n t i n u e d  on a new f r o n t ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  of  

s h o r t - l i v e d  G e o r g i a  we r e  l e f t  t o  f e n d  f o r  t hemsel ves .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  or  s i x t y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

l i v i n g  on D u n b a r - s e t t l e d  l a n d s  i n  t h e  Pemaquid area in 

1 7 3 2 . 7 ® T h e i r  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  was s i mp l y  t h a t  t h e i r  l and 

t i t l e s  had never  been conf i r med and were g e n e r a l l y  regar ded 

as w o r t h l e s s  by t he v a r i ous  c l a i man t s  to l and i n t he ar ea.  

I n s p i t e  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  many c h o s e  t o s t i c k  i t  out  as 

f i s h e r m e n  and l o g g e r s  i n  t h e  o l d  Du n b a r  t o w n s h i p s  at  

P e m a q u i d - - w h e r e  t h e y  b a t t l e d  e l e m e n t s ,  s t a r v a t i o n ,  and 

t hose who would have them " d i s l o d g e d "  and " d i s p e r s e d . "

Mos t  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  who remai ned l i v e d  

i n  t h e  o l d  Du n b a r  town of  Townshend,  or  p r esent  Boot hbay.  

T h e i r  p l i g h t  ws summed up p a t h e t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  1772 

d e p o s i t i o n  o f  T o wn s h e n d  r e s i d e n t  Samuel  McCobb, made to
o n

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  B o s t o n .  The s i x t y - f o u r - y e a r - o l d  McCobb 

r e c o u n t e d  h i s  m i g r a t i o n  w i t h  D u n b a r  and " mor e t han 40 

o t h e r s , "  t o  Townshend in 1729.  House l o t s  were drawn and 

upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a ho us e  " e i g h t e e n  f e e t  l ong"  and the 

c l e a r i n g  o f  t wo a c r e s  o f  l and,  t he i mmi gr ant s  were gi ven 

f o r t y - a c r e  l o t s ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  one
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h u n d r e d  acr es t o f o l l o w .  Yet  Dunbar ' s  d e p a r t u r e  l a i d  t h e i r  

p l a n s  t o  r e s t .  Accor d i ng t o McCobb, most  of  h i s  ne i ghbor s  

wer e  " g e n e r a l l y  i n l ow c i r c u ms t a n c e s ,  and most  of  them (as 

b e i n g  f r o m  B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d )  u t t e r l y  unacquai nt ed w i t h  

t h e  mode o f  managi ng l ands i n t h a t  s t a t e . . . . "  For  a w h i l e ,  

some e a r n e d  a l i v i n g  by c u t t i n g  wood and s up p l y i n g  Boston 

and o t h e r  c o a s t a l  towns wi t h  f i r e w o o d .  Yet  l i f e  was poor ,  

and i n  1 7 4 5 , mo s t  Townshend r e s i d e n t s  f l e d  t he area when 

t h r e a t e n e d  by I nd i an  a t t a c k .  For  unexp l a i ned  r easons,  many 

r e t u r n e d  t o  Townshend  in 1749,  where,  i n s p i t e  of  "peace"  

w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  were a t t a c k e d .  Many were 

c a r r i e d  i n t o  c a p t i v i t y ;  o t he r s  l i v e d  in a smal l  f o r t r e s s ,  

s u r v i v i n g  on a d i e t  o f  c l a ms  and w a t e r .  In a s t a t e  of  

u t t e r  p o v e r t y ,  not  t o  ment i on f e a r ,  t hey  s u r v i v e d  both Ki ng 

G e o r g e ' s  War and t h e  F r e n c h  and I n d i a n  War,  on l y  t o be 

t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  " L a w  S u i t s ,  E j e c t m e n t s ,  i f  n o t  

I m p r i s o n m e n t s  and Ru i n , "  by " t h r e e  or  f o u r  o p pos i t e  s e t t s  

o f  c l a i m s . . . . "  I t  i s l i t t l e  wonder  t h a t  some of  t he o t he r  

Du n b a r  s e t t l e r s  c h o s e  t o  t h r o w  i n t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  Samuel  

Wal do and t h e  L i n c o l n s h i r e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  St .  

George' s R i v e r . ^

F o r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  de f end i ng  t he L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company in 

E n g l a n d  ag a i ns t  t he pl ans of  Davi d Dunbar ,  Samuel  Waldo was 

a w a r d e d  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  s h a r e s .  When he 

p u r c h a s e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  L i n c o l n s h i r e  

Company l a n d  i n  1 7 34 , he hel d over  t w o - t h i r d s  i n t e r e s t  in 

t h e  c o mp a n y ,  and many began r e f e r r i n g  to t he Muscongus or
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L i n c o l n s h i r e  C o m p a n y  P r o p r i e t o r s  as t h e  W a l d o
O O

P a t e n t e e s .  Of  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  Wa l do  w e r e  the 

d e p o s i t s  o f  l i m e  f o u n d  a l o ng  t he St .  Geor ge' s  R i v e r .  By 

17 3 4 , he had f i n a n c e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a l i me k i l n  i n 

t h e  a r e a  a t  p r e s e n t  Wa r r e n .  Hi s nex t  s t ep was to s e t t l e  

t he  ar ea.

I n s p i t e  o f  L i n c o l n s h i r e  Company probl ems w i t h  Davi d 

D u n b a r  and h i s  " I r i s h "  s e t t l o r s ,  Wa l do  was t ed  no t i me 

e n t i c i n g  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n Mai ne,  Bos t on,  New Hampshi re,  

and I r e l a n d  to mi g r a t e  t o h i s  proposed s e t t l e me n t  al ong the 

S t .  G e o r g e ' s .  In A p r i l  1735,  he reached an agreement  wi t h  

t w e n t y - s e v e n  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  on beha l f  of  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  and n i n e t e e n  o t h e r s .  They would begi n b u i l d i n g  

homes a l o n g  t h e  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  by t he end of  t he y e a r ,  and 

w i t h i n  t wo  y e a r s ,  t hey  would c l e a r  f o u r  acres of  l and .  In 

r e t u r n ,  Wa l do  w o u l d  g i v e  t hem each one hundred acres of  

1 and.

I n  1 7 3 6 ,  he was a g a i n  a c t i v e  i n  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h .  I n a p e t i t i o n  t o  G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r ,  he 

b o a s t e d  t h a t  he " e x p e c t s  a g r e a t  number  o f  I r i s h  

P r o t e s t a n t s  t o  a r r i v e  i n t h e s e  p a r t s  i n a Month or  Two 

h a v i n g  Engaged t h r ee  shi ps  f o r  t h a t  purpose who Passengers 

y o u r  P e t i t i o n e r  has Con t r ac t ed  w i t h  t o S e t t l e  on t he Lands
Q A

t h e r e . " 0 By y e a r ' s  e n d ,  t w e n t y - f i v e  t o t h i r t y  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  new
O C

s e t t  1ement .
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I f  c e n t u r y - o l d  s e c o n d a r y  sources and genea l og i es  can 

be t r u s t e d ,  t he f i r s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  of  what  was to 

become Wa r r e n  we r e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good f a r mer s .  Most  

r a i s e d  a f e w  p o t a t o e s ,  and some had c a t t l e ,  but  t he f arms 

we r e  g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l  and c r ude.  One e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t he 

a p p a r e n t  l a c k  of  s k i l l  in f a r mi ng  stems f r om t he s e t t l e r s '  

e x p e r t i s e  i n  o t h e r  ar eas .  Among t he ver y  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s ,  

t h e r e  was a weaver ,  a " p h y s i c i a n , "  a s u r v e y o r ,  a t a n n e r ,  a 

s h o e m a k e r ,  and s e v e r a l  s eamen .  O n l y  one was s t y l e d  a 

f a r m e r , 88

T h e r e  i s  no way o f  k n o w i n g  how many I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

Wal do  b r o u g h t  t o  h i s  l a n d s  al ong t he St .  Geor ge' s  R i v e r .  

S t a r t i n g  i n 1740,  he began t o b r i n g  over  German s e t t l e r s  as 

w e l l ,  and by 1753,  h i s  son,  Samuel  Wal do,  J r . ,  was a c t i v e l y  

r e c r u i t i n g  S c o t t i s h  s e t t l e r s  f o r  a new s e t t l e me n t  at  nearby 

" S t i r l i n g . " 8 ^ Wh a t  i s  k n o w n  i s  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n Warren s u f f e r e d  a p l i g h t  common to 

mos t  o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr an t s  i n Mai ne.  In 1745,  t he 

s e t t l e m e n t  was a t t a c k e d  by I n d i a n s ,  f o r c i n g  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a l o n g  t h e  S t .  Geor ge ' s  Ri ve r  t o  abandon 

t h e i r  homes .  Some r e t u r n ed  a f t e r  a few year s  i n Boston or  

some o t h e r  haven.  Waldo i s known t o  have p e r s o n a l l y  g i ven 

t wo f a m i l i e s  s h e l t e r  i n Boston i n houses he owned.  Ot her  

r e f u g e e s  l e f t  t h e  area f o r  go od . 88 Yet  t he s t o r y  was t he 

same a l ong  t he St .  George' s  as i t  had been i n " Geor g i a "  and 

M e r r y m e e t i n g  Bay .  The wa r n i n g  o f  I nd i an  a t t a c k  heard by
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t h e  R e v e r e n d  Wi l l i a m  Boyd back i n 1719 c o n t i nue d  t o pl ague 

t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  wher ever  t hey went  i n Maine.

By m i d - c e n t u r y ,  t he  s t r u g g l i n g  c oas t a l  s e t t l e me n t s  of  

Ma i n e  we r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t he po t a t o  and t he " br oad Scot ch 

t o n g u e "  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s .  In some communi t i es ,  

o n l y  a s c a t t e r e d  few were S c o t c h - I r i s h ;  i n o t h e r s ,  a smal l  

b u t  v i s a b l e  m i n o r i t y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c l a m o r e d  f o r  a 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r .  D u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  p e a c e ,  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  came t o  Maine in l a r g e  numbers;  t he r e  was t a l k  

o f  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  " p l a n t a t i o n . "  Dur i ng pe r i ods  of  war ,  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f l e d  t o  B o s t o n ;  t h e r e  was  t a l k  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a .  Th e y  we r e  c o n s i d e r e d  good s e t t l e r s  by 

p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  i n  New E n g l a n d .  Few w o u l d  have 

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  G o v e r n o r  Wi l l i a m S h i r l e y  i n 1746,  when he 

w r o t e ,  " f r o m  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  of  t he I r i s h  coming out  of  t he 

N o r t h e r n  P a r t s  o f  I r e l a n d  h i t h e r ,  a Number of  whi ch i s 

s e t l e d  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  P a r t s  o f  t h i s  Pr ov i nce ,  I shoul d 

t h i n k  t hey  t oo mi gh t  be s a f e l y  t r u s t e d  i n Nova S c o t i a . " ® 9

Yet  t h e  c l o s e s t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  wo u l d  come t o a 

" p l a n t a t i o n "  i n Maine came i n 1768,  when sever a l  r e s i d e n t s  

on L o n d o n d e r r y ,  New Hampshi re,  became t he p r o p r i e t o r s  and 

e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  B e l f a s t ,  M a i n e . 90 By t h i s  t i me ,  the 

r e a l  p r o m i s e  of  1718 had been f u l f i l l e d ,  not  i n Mai ne,  but  

in New Hampshi re.
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Chapter  V

N u t f i e l d  and Londonderry:

Boundary Probl ems i n New Hampshi re

At  o u r  f i r s t  A r r i v a l !  i n New Engl and a l t h o '  we came i n 
S e v e r a l !  V e s s e l s  & La n d e d  i n Var i ous  p a r t e ' s  of  t h i s  
C o u n t r y  y e t  as s o o n  as we h a d  s u r m o u n t e d  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  Our passages whi ch were many & g r ea t  we 
As s e mb l e d  o u r s e l v e s  & p e t i t i o n e d  t he Governor  & Counci l  
o f  New H a m p s h i r e  f o r  a T r a c t  o f  Land Lay i ng t o t he 
Nor t h West  of  H a v e r h i l l . . . .

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e a r c h  f o r  a " p l a n t a t i o n "  i n New 

E n g l a n d  c l i m a x e d  i n t he s p r i n g  o f  1719 w i t h  t he a r r i v a l  of  

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  l e a d i n g  f a m i l i e s  a t  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  

" N u t f i e l d , "  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  t i n y  p r o v i n c e  o f  New 

Ha mp s h i r e .  Three year s  l a t e r ,  N u t f i e l d  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as 

t h e  t own o f  Londonder r y .  By m i d - c e n t u r y ,  Londonder r y ,  and 

n o t  B o s t o n ,  had become t he c en t e r  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c u l t u r e  

i n  New E n g l a n d .  I t  was f o r  good reason t h a t  New Engl and ' s  

o n l y  p r e s b y t e r y  was c a l l e d  t he Londonder r y  P r e s b y t e r y .  The 

t o w n  became r e n o w n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  New E n g l a n d  f o r  t h e  

m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  l i n e n  c l o t h ,  and i t s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s  

a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i t e d  f o r  p o p u l a r i z i n g  t h e  p o t a t o  in 

A m e r i c a n  f a r m s  and on Amer i can t a b l e s .  Sever al  t housand 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t ?  passed t hr ough t h i s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

" h a v e n "  d u r i n g  t he e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Wi t h i n  a gener a t i on
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o f  s e t t . l e n i e n t ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  was s p a w n i n g  new t o wn s  

t h r oughou t  sou t her n  New Hampshi re.

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t l e m e n t  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  and s u r r o u n d i n g  communi t i es  appears t o  be an 

u n c o m p l i c a t e d  ep i sode of  no more t han average i mpor t ance in 

New H a m p s h i r e ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  h i s t o r y .  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  we r e  a d e f i n i t e  m i n o r i t y ,  t h e y  

a s s i m i l a t e d  q u i c k l y ,  and as a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  gr oup,  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and economi c i mpact  was mi n i ma l .  Thi s 

w o u l d  seem t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  n e . g l e c t  by s t a t e  

h i s t o r i a n s  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n New Hampshi r e ' s  p r edomi nan t l y  

E n g l i s h  p o p u l a t i o n .  Mo s t  New Hampshi re h i s t o r i a n s  have 

f o l l o w e d  t h e  l e a d  of  Jeremy Bel knap,  who i n hi s  o t he r wi s e  

e x c e l l e n t  H i s t o r y  of  New-Hampshi re had ver y  l i t t l e  to say 

a b o u t  L o n d o n d e r r y  1 s S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s .  In s p i t e  of  

Edwar d P a r k e r ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y , p u b l i s h e d  in 

18 5 1 ,  s t a t e  h i s t o r i a n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r e a t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  New Hampshi re as an i n c i d e n t  of  o n l y  mi nor  

i mpor t ance.

B e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  t o u c h e d  o f f  a hope l es s l y  

c o m p l i c a t e d  c h a i n  of  event s  c r u c i a l  t o t he growt h of  both 

New H a m p s h i r e  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  The i m m i g r a n t s  f rom 

U l s t e r  c o u r t e d  d i s a s t e r  wherever  t hey  went  i n New Engl and:  

s m a l l p o x  and s t a r v a t i o n  i n Bost on,  e t h n i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in 

w e s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and I nd i an wa r f a r e  i n Maine.  When 

t h e y  we n t  t o  N u t f i e l d  i n  1 7 1 9 ,  t h e y  s t u m b l e d  i n t o  a
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b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  New H a m p s h i r e  and 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I t  was a c o n t r o v e r s y  c o m p l i c a t e d  by 

" a n c i e n t "  t own g r an t s  al ong w i t h  wo r t h l e s s  and even f o r ged  

I nd i an  deeds.

F o r  t w o  d e c a d e s ,  f r o m  r o u g h l y  1720 t o  1 7 4 0 ,  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f o r t u n e s  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  were t ossed and 

b a t t e r e d  by p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  and l and  s p e c u l a t o r s  i n 

B o s t o n  and P o r t s m o u t h .  I t  was a p o l i t i c a l  chess game 

ma r k e d  by c o u r t  c a s e s ,  e t h n i c  s l u r s ,  mob a c t i o n s ,  i l l e g a l  

a r r e s t s ,  even  b 1 o o d s h ed - -and i t  br ought  out  t he wor s t  i n 

e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d .  For  t h e i r  p a r t ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were 

b o t h  a c t i v e  and pass i ve  agent s .  In t he end,  t hey weat her ed 

t h e  s t o r m  and won t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i v e  u n mo l e s t e d  i n t he 

M e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y .  New H a m p s h i r e  weat hered t he s t or m as 

w e l l .  By 1 7 4 0 ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  map of  New England had been 

a l t e r e d ,  and New Hampshi re l a i d  c l a i m t o not  on l y  t he  r i c h  

M e r r i m a c k -  V a l l e y ,  but  t he Co n n e c t i c u t  Va l l e y  as w e l l .  The 

r o l e  p l ayed by t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n t he boundary d i s p u t e  was 

i mp o r t a n t ,  a l t hough l i t t l e  under s t ood t oday.

The New H a mp s h i r e - M a s s a c h u s e t t s  boundary c o n t r o v e r s y  

became t h e  mos t  h o t l y  c on t es t ed  a f f a i r  of  i t s  k i nd  i n New 

E n g l a n d ' s  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y .  By l aw,  t he boundary between 

t h e  t wo p r o v i n c e s  was a l i n e  l o c a t e d  t h r ee  mi l es  t o t he 

n o r t h  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  much of  the 

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Boston a u t h o r i t i e s  l oca t ed  t h i s  l i n e  

t o  t h e i r  a d v an t age .  I t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t he s ou r ce ,  or  

n o r t h e r n m o s t  p o i n t  of  t he Mer r i mack was Lake Wi nni pesaukee,
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i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  p r e s e n t  New Hampshi re.  By m i d - c e n t u r y ,  

B o s t o n  ma p ma k e r s  had drawn t he l i n e  due eas t war d f rom t he 

s o u r c e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h i s  gav e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l e g a l  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  annexi ng v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  New Hampshi re 

and  t h e  s e t t l e d  p a r t s  o f  M a i n e .  The M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was e v e n t u a l l y  d i s a l l o we d  i n London.  New 

Ha mp s h i r e  was separ a t ed  f r om Massachuset t s  i n 1679,  and t he 

b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t he  two p r o v i n c e s  was under s t ood t o be a 

l i n e  r u n n i n g  i n  an e a s t / w e s t  d i r e c t i o n  and l o c a t e d  t h r e e  

m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Mer r i mack.  For  t he next  f o r t y  

y e a r s ,  t h e  i s s u e  was dor mant .  Massachuset t s  c ha r t e r e d  and 

s e t t l e d  towns al ong t he l ower  Mer r i mack w h i l e  t he v a l l e y  of  

t h e  u p p e r  M e r r i m a c k  was l e f t  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  and an 

occas i ona l  t r a d i n g  p o s t . ^

The b o u n d a r y  l i n e  c o n t r o v e r s y  began h e a t i n g  up in t he 

y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t he Peace o f  U t r e c h t .  The r i c h  t i mb e r l a n d s  

o f  Ma i ne  and New Hampshi re beckoned i n v e s t o r s  i n Boston and 

P o r t s m o u t h .  W h i l e  many B o s t o n  i n v e s t o r s  p u r c h a s e d  

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p a t e n t s ,  such  as t he Pe j epsco t  and 

L i n c o l n s h i r e  c l a i m s  i n  M a i n e ,  i n v e s t o r s  i n  Por t smout h 

l o o k e d  westward t o the v a l l e y  of  t he Mer r i mack .  Yet  o t he r s  

had t h e i r  e y e s  on t h e  M e r r i m a c k ' s  upper  v a l l e y  as w e l l .  

Many s p e c u l a t o r s  i n Boston wi shed to i n v e s t  i n l ands al ong 

t h e  M e r r i m a c k  and b e t w e e n  t h e  Mer r i mack and Con nec t i c u t  

r i v e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f a r mer s  in crowded towns in eas t er n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  we r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  new t ownsh i ps  in whi ch t o 

s e t t l e  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  B o s t o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t r i e d  to
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a c c o mmo d a t e  t he wi shes o f  f a r mer s  and s p e c u l a t o r s  a l i k e  by 

c l a i m i n g  t h a t  Massachuse t t s '  no r t he r n  boundary f o l l o we d  t he 

e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  t o i t s  s o u r c e  i n  Lake 

W i n n i p e s a u k e e . T h i s  i n t  e r  p r  e t  a t  i o n gave t he Mer r i mack 

V a l l e y  a n d  a l l  o f  p r e s e n t  w e s t e r n  New H a m p s h i r e  t o  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  New H a m p s h i r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Por t smout h 

r e j e c t e d  t h i s  c l a i m .  T h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  New 

Hamp s h i r e - M  a s s a c h u s e t t s  boundary was more c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t he l anguage i n t he Massachuset t s  c h a r t e r  of  

16 9 1 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o f f i c i a l s  i n Por t smout h ,  t he boundary 

l i n e  began  a t  a p o i n t  t h r e e  m i l e s  no r t h  of  t he mouth of  

t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  and p r o c e e d e d  due w e s t w a r d  u n t i l  

e n c o u n t e r i n g  a n o t h e r  p r ov i  nce- - p r esumab l y  New Yor k .  Thi s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l e f t  most  o f  t he Mer r i mack ' s  l ower  v a l l e y  i n 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w h i l e  t he upper  v a l l e y  and a l l  l ands to t he 

west  bel onged t o New Hampshi r e . ^

The b o u n d a r y  l i n e  c o n t r o v e r s y  was f u r t h e r  comp l i ca t ed  

by a n u mbe r  o f  I n d i a n  " deeds "  as we l l  as some i n d i v i d u a l  

t o w n s h i p  g r a n t s .  La n d s  supposed l y  purchased f rom I nd i an  

" s a c h e m s "  had al ways caused probl ems i n New Engl and.  Many 

o f  t h e s e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  had never  been r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  p r oper  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t he bounds of  t hese "deeds"  were 

so b a d l y  d e f i n e d  t h a t  a v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  was 

p o s s i b l e .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  had become so 

d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  I n d i a n  deeds t h a t  t hey  dec l a r ed  them n u l l  

and v o i d  i n  1 7 0 1 ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r . 5 Yet ,  when i t  s u i t e d  

o n e ' s  pur pose,  I n d i a n s  deeds remai ned a p o t e n t i a l  weapon to
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muddy t h e  w a t e r s  o f  any l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n  o r  b o u n d a r y  

d i s p u t e .  At  t he  ver y  l e a s t ,  t hose h o l d i n g  l ands by v i r t u e  

of  an I n d i a n  deed had t o be bought  o f f .

The " a n c i e n t "  b o u n d s  o f  t o w n s h i p s  were a much more 

f o r m i d a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t r y i n g  t o s o r t  out  

b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e s .  T o wn s h i p  g r an t s  were r easonab l y  we l l  

d e f i n e d ,  p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  and f ormed t he bas i s  f o r  a l l  

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d  t i t l e s  w i t h i n  t he t ownsh i p .  When 

p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  began  t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  o l d  t o w n s h i p  

. c h a r t e r s ,  f a r me r s  were f aced w i t h  p o s s i b l e  i mpr i sonment  or  

e v i c t i o n .  P r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were f r e q u e n t l y  asked to 

m e d i a t e  b e t w e e n  t wo or  more communi t i es  w i t h i n  a p r ov i nc e  

i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a t own  l i n e .  

Ho we v e r ,  when t o w n s h i p  g r an t s  f e l l  i n t o  l ands d i s p u t e d  by 

n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  become 

h o p e l e s s l y  c o m p l e x .  Farmers whose t i t l e s  were r ecogn i zed 

by one p r o v i n c e  woul d be cons i der ed " s q u a t t e r s "  by ano t her ,  

and as s u c h ,  m i g h t  be a r r es t e d  f o r  t r e s p a s s i n g  or  f a i l u r e  

t o  pay t a x e s .  In t h e o r y ,  med i a t i on  i n t hese ma t t e r s  would 

come f r o m  L o n d o n .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  was expens i ve  and 

cumber some.  When t ownshi p bounds and p r o v i n c i a l  boundar i es  

c o n f l i c t e d ,  t h e r e  was p o t e n t i a l  chaos at  t he l oc a l  l e v e l .

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  who came t o N u t f i e l d  i n 1719 

q u i c k l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t n e  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  I n d i an  

deeds  and " a n c i e n t "  t ownshi p g r a n t s .  At  a c o u n c i l  meet i ng 

i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  h e l d  on 26 dune 1719,  i t  was noted t h a t  a 

n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  " o f  c r e d i t  and
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r e p u t a t i o n , "  and t he  m a j o r i t y  bei ng f a r me r s ,  had r e c e n t l y  

come t o  New Hampshi re i n quest  of  l and f o r  a t own s h i p .  The 

c o u n c i l  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m . 5 i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t h e ms e l v e s ,  t hey  had "come up f r om 

C a s c o b a y  t o  H a v e r e l  i n  o r d e r  t o s e t e l  N u t f i e l d  about  t he 

b e g i n i n g  o f  A p r i e l  1719. "  By November,  t hey had begun t o  

keep " t own"  r e c o r d s ,  and t hey  pr e f aced t he r ecor ds  o f  t h e i r  

f i r s t  m e e t i n g  on No v e mbe r  9 w i t h  a b r i e f  account  o f  " t h e  

f i r s t  p l a n t i n g . . . A p r i e l  t h e  1 1 t h  anno D o mi n i  1 7 1 9 , " ^  

T h i s  r e m a i n s  t h e  b e s t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  

N u t f i e l d .

The s e t t l e r s '  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n N u t f i e l d  

r e v i e w s  t h e  l and i ng  i n Boston i n August  1718,  ment i ons  t he 

MacGr egor - Boyd p e t i t i o n  f o r  a t r a c t  of  l and i n Oc t ober ,  and 

r e c o u n t s  t he mi g r a t i o n  f r om Maine the f o l l o w i n g  s p r i n g .  On 

t h e i r  way up t h e  M e r r i m a c k  t o  N u t f i e l d ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  

a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  R e v e r e n d  James M a c G r e g o r  i n 

D r a c u t ,  f o r  on t h e  day  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  on 12 A p r i l  1719,  MacGregor d e l i v e r e d  a sermon 

t o h i s  u n s e t t l e d  f l o c k .  The occas i on of  t he sermon i s  p a r t  

o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l o r e ,  and a h i n t  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t  was 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  P a r k e r ' s  H i s t o r y  of  Lo n d o n d e r r y . St and i ng  

b e n e a t h  a l a r g e  o a k ,  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  eas t e r n  shore of  

B e a v e r  Pond,  MacGregor t ook h i s  t e x t  f r om I s a i a h  32 : 2 :  "And 

a man s h a l l  be as a h i d i n g  p l a c e  f r o m  t h e  wi nd,  and a 

c o v e r t  f r om t he t empest ;  as r i v e r s  of  wat er  i n a dr y  p l a c e ,  

as t he shadow of  a g r ea t  rock i n a weary l and , " ®
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I r. t h e  year s  ahead,  however ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

o f  N u t f i e l d ,  l a t e r  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  we r e  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  

h i d i n g  f r o m  the wi nd was no easy t r i c k .  On 19 June,  James 

M a c G r e g o r ,  James McKeen,  and James Gregg,  on b e h a l f  of  

t h e i r  f e l l o w  s e t t l e r s ,  p e t i t i o n e d  t he Massachuset t s  house 

o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  ask i ng " t h a t  i f  upon s e t t l i n g  t he l i n e  

b e t w e e n  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

N e w - H a m p s h i r e ,  t h e  s a i d  T r a c t  of  Land [ N u t f i e l d ] ,  s h a l l  

f a l l  w i t h i n  t h i s  P r o v i n c e ,  i t  may be q u i e t l y  en j oyed t o
fi

t h e m . " 3 The M a s s a c h u s e t t s  house t u r ned down t he " I r i s h "  

p e t i t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o Bel knap,  because t h e r e  was ques t i on  

as t o  w h e t h e r  N u t f i e l d  s t r a d d l e d  t h e  Massachuset t s-New 

H a m p s h i r e  l i n e . ^  They  we r e  r i g h t  t o be c a u t i o u s .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  had p i cked a spot  t h a t  was c l e a r l y  w i t h i n  New 

Hamp s h i r e  ' a c c o r d i n g  t o t he Massachuset t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  b o u n d a r y .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  N u t f i e l d  o n l y  

s t r a d d l e d  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e - M a s s a c h u s e 1 1 s  b o u n d a r y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  New Hampshi r e ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t he l i n e - - a  

s u b t l e t y  t h a t  was c o n v e n i e n t l y  ove r l ooked  l a t e r  on when 

Por t smout h o f f i c i a l s  chose t o welcome t he S c o t c h - I r i s h . ^

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  may have had o t h e r  reasons f o r  t u r n i n g  

down t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p e t i t i o n .  F o r  one t h i n g ,  l and 

s p e c u l a t o r s  i n  B o s t o n  wer e  al most  c e r t a i n l y  i r k e d  by t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  move f r o m  Ma i n e  t o  N u t f i e l d .  I ns t ead  of  

s e t t l i n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r  l a n d s  owned by t h e  v a r i o u s  

p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t s  i n  B o s t o n ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had 

a b a n d o n e d  t h e s e  l a n d s  i n  f a v o r  of  o t he r  t e r r i t o r y .  Such
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NUTFIELD

The o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  of  N u t f i e l d  was i n d e f i n i t e  i n 1719,  
y e t i t  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  Massachuset t s  
c l a i m s  al ong t he upper  Mer r i mack ( d o t t e d ,  cur ved l i n e ) ,  and 
may even have  r e p r e s e n t e d  l a n d s  s o u t h  of  New Hampshi re 
c l a i m s  ( s o l i d ,  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ) .  (NHSP 19:  o p p o s i t e  p. 
b 2 8 )
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i n d e p e n d e n c e  s h o u l d  n o t  be r e wa r d e d .  I t  was not  o n l y  a 

d a n g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t ,  b u t  i t  f o r c e d  l and s p e c u l a t o r s  i n 

B o s t o n  t o  f i n d  mor e s e t t l e r s  f o r  t h e i r  ho l d i ng s  i n Mai ne.  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e v e n  i f  N u t f i e l d  f e l l  s a f e l y  w i t h i n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  a l l  o r  some o f  t h e  a r ea  i n q u es t i on  was 

a l r e a d y  c l a i med by a number o f  Massachuset t s  peopl e t h r ough 

I nd i an deeds or  o l d  t ownshi p g r a n t s .

The e a r l i e s t  pr obl em f o r  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  N u t f i e l d

s t emmed f r o m  an I n d i a n  d e e d .  A number of  Massachuset t s

s p e c u l a t o r s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  f o r  t he sum of  f i v e  pounds,  t hey

had p u r c h a s e d  a t e n - m i l e - s q u a r e  t r a c t  o f  l and west  of

H a v e r h i l l  i n  1701 f r o m  one " J o h n  an I n d i a n ,  H e i r  o f  

1 9P e n e c o o k . " 1 L Mos t  of  t he s p e c u l a t o r s  came f rom t he towns 

o f  Sal em and Newbury,  a l t hough t hey  may have been j o i n e d  by 

H a v e r h i l l  men d u r i n g  one o r  mor e o f  t h e i r  f o r a y s  i n t o  

N u t f i e l d . ^  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  say  i f  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Boston 

t o o k  t h e  deed s e r i o u s l y .  However ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and 

p o s s i b l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  we r e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t i m i d a t e d  by t h e  deed f rom John t o  t ake 

evas i ve act  i o n .

H a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  o b t a i n  a f a v o r a b l e  r esponse f r om 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o  t h e i r  J une  p e t i t i o n ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

t u r n e d  a r o u n d  and s o u g h t  h e l p  f r o m  New Hampshi re.  The 

N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 1 9 .  The 

p e t i t i o n  asked f o r  a t ownshi p  t en mi l es  square and f o r  t he 

p r i v i l e d g e  o f  m a k i n g  t o w n  l a ws  and e l e c t i n g  t own
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. . .  14
o f f i c e r s .  The p e t i t i o n  a l s o  we n t  on to say t h a t  t he 

d e c i s i o n  t o  s e t t l e  a t  N u t f i e l d  was based upon t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  N u t f i e l d  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  

Ma s s ac h u s e 11 s -  - h e n c e , t he e a r l i e r  p e t i t i o n  t o a u t h o r i t i e s  

i n  B o s t o n .  Y e t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h a d  g i v e n  t hem no 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  and " t h r e e  or  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s "  f r om 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  who c l a i m e d  N u t f i e l d  "by v i r t u e  of  I nd i an  

d e e d s , "  we r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  wor r y  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h .  These 

" d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s "  seemed t o  have  had no p a r t i c u l a r  

d i s l i k e  f o r  t h e  " I r i s h , "  as l o n g  as t hey l i m i t e d  t h e i r  

n umber s  to, t went y  or  t w e n t y - f i v e  f a m i l i e s .  However ,  by t he 

t i m e  o f  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  

c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  " a l r e a d y  i n number about  sevent y  

f a m i l i e s  and i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and more of  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a r r i v e d  

f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  t o  s e t t l e  wi t h  t hem,  and many of  t he peopl e 

of  New Engl and s e t t l i n g  w i t h  t hem. "

O f f i c i a l l y ,  t he gener al  c o u r t  i n Por t smout h suspended 

a c t i o n  on t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  p e t i t i o n  u n t i l  " h i s  Ex c e l l e n c y ' s  

n e x t  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h i s  P r o v i n c e . " 15 Si nce Governor  Samuel  

Sh u t e  was not  due i n Por t smout h t o handl e h i s  New Hampshi re 

b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  s p r i n g ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  had t i me to make a 

s t o n g e r  c a s e  f o r  t h e i r  " t o w n s h i p "  a t  N u t f i e l d .  

U n o f f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  were g i ven some adv i ce .  In 

t h e  wor ds  of  James MacGregor ,  "we were gi ven t o under s t and,  

t h a t  i t  was necessar y f o r  us to hol d t he s o i l  by some r i g h t  

p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e s . "  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  were t o l d  by New Hampshi re o f f i c i a l s  " t h a t  i t
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was n e ed f u l  t o make agreement  w i t h  Co l l  John Whee l wr i gh t  of  

W e l l s  a b o u t  t h e  s a i l  o f  n u t f  i el  d . . . . "  James MacGregor  

and Samuel  G r a v e s  v i s i t e d  Whee l wr i gh t  and ob t a i ned  a deed 

f o r  N u t f i e l d ,  ba s e d  upon t h e  o l d  I n d i an  deed supposedl y  

made o u t  t o  W h e e l w r i g h t ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  t he Reverend John 

W h e e l w r i g h t ,  i n  16 2 9 . ^^  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  deed f r o m  

W h e e l w r i g h t ,  N u t f i e l d  i s  de f i ned  as a t ownshi p about  t en 

m i l e s  s q u a r e ,  b o u n d e d  by C h e s t e r  on t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  

M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  on t h e  wes t ,  Duns t ab l e  and Dr acut  on t he 

s o u t h ,  and H a v e r h i l l  on t he ea s t .  For  h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  in 

t h i s  v e n t u r e ,  Col onel  Whee l wr i gh t  was gi ven a t r a c t  of  l and 

i n  N u t f i e l d  a b u t t i n g  B e a v e r  Pond and c h o i c e  o f  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  hundred acr es .  L t .  Gov.  John Went wor t h was 

g i v e n  a s i m i l a r  o f f e r  of  l and ,  and was f u r t h e r  t hanked by 

t h e  N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  f o r  h i s  v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  t r e a t me n t  

t oward t h e m . ^

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  deed 

f r o m  W h e e l w r i g h t  and we r e  c o n f i d e n t  i t  was a s t r o n g e r  

i n s t r u m e n t  t han  t he "deed"  f r om John.  In t h e i r  own wor ds,  

t h e  W h e e l w r i g h t  deed,  " be i ng of  n i n e t y  year s  s t a n d i n g ,  and 

c o n v e y e d  f r o m  t h e  c h i e f  Sagamor es  between t he r i v e r s  of  

M e r r i m a c k  and P i s c a t a q u a , "  was c e r t a i n l y  more a u t h e n t i c  

t h a n  a deed " w h i c h  i s  not  t went y  year s  o l d ,  of  l and whi ch 

i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t y  b u t t e d  and b o u n d e d ,  f r om an obscur e 

I n d i a n . " ^  They  we r e  p r o b a b l y  r i g h t .  A f t e r  1720 , l i t t l e  

more i s  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  I n d i a n  John and t he deed on 1701.  

T h a t  was j u s t  as w e l l  f o r  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  f o r  t hey had
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mor e s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v i n g  t he r e s i d e n t s  of  nearby 

Ha v e r h i l l  ana v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  l eader s  i n Bost on.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  bounds o f  N u t f i e l d  were i n e x a c t  when t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i r s t  en t e r ed  t he ar ea,  t hey  were known t o be 

d a n g e r o u s l y  c l o s e  t o ,  i f  n o t  o v e r l a p p i n g ,  t he  " a n c i e n t "  

bo u n d s  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  Massachuset t s .  In 1667,  H a v e r h i l l ' s  

bo u n d s  w e r e  d r a wn  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  i t s  n o r t h e r n  "Peak"  

e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  o f  t he Mer r i mack Ri ve r  by a good t we l v e  t o 

t h i r t e e n  m i l e s .  S i n c e  New H a m p s h i r e  was a p a r t  o f  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was no i n k l i n g  t h a t  

H a v e r h i l l  mi gh t  e v e n t u a l l y  be b i s e c t e d  by p r o v i n c i a l  l i n e s .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s e t t l e d  p o r t i o n  o f  H a v e r h i l l  remai ned 

c l o s e  to t he Mer r i mack i n t he year s  f o l l o w i n g  s e p a r a t i o n  of  

t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  Ye t  w i t h  t h e  Peace o f  U t r e c h t  in 1713,  

H a v e r h i l l  was r e a d y  f o r  a new phase of  e x p a n s i o n . a t  

t h e  v e r y  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  s e t t l i n g  in 

N u t f i e l d ,  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e y  e n t e r i n g  a b o u n d a r y  

c o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  New Hampshi re and Massachuset t s ,  but  

t h e  t own o f  H a v e r h i l l  was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  making i t s  

" f i f t h  d i v i s i o n , "  encompassi ng a l l  r emai n i ng  common l ands ,  

i n c l u d i n g  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  i n  i t s  n o r t h e r n  p e a k .  The 

r e s u l t i n g  l a n d  d i s p u t e  r a g e d  on f o r  y e a r s ,  and i t  di d 

l i t t l e  t o  e n d e a r  t h e  " I r i s h "  t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

a u t h o r i t i e s . ^ !

D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  of  1719/ 20,  wh i l e  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  o f  N u t f i e l d  awai t ed word on t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  t o t he 

New H a m p s h i r e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t ,  a n umber  of  Massachuset t s
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c l a i m a n t s  t o  l a n d s  at  N u t f i e l d  began t o t ake t he  l aw i n t o  

t h e i r  own h a n d s .  Repor t s  on t hese r a i d s  are s k e t c h y ,  and 

i t  i s  n o t  known by wh a t  r i g h t  t h e  Massachuset t s  groups 

b a s e d  t h e i r  c l a i m s ,  a l t h o u g h  some were al most  c e r t a i n l y  

H a v e r h i l l  men. One band of  Massachuset t s  c l a i ma n t s  came up 

t o  N u t f i e l d  and des t r oyed  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  house.  They a l so 

c u t  hay  i n some of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i e l d s  and t h r ea t ened  a 

number  of  s e t t l e r s .  I t  i s  a Londonder r y  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  one 

o f  t h e s e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  g r o u p s  came upon a number of  t he 

s e t t l e r s  w h i l e  Mr .  M a c G r e g o r  was d e l i v e r i n g  a sermon.  

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  some o f  t he p a s t o r ' s  f i e r y  S c o t t i s h  o r a t o r y ,  

t h e y  l o s t  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  and r e t u r n e d  t o Ma s s ac hu s e t t s . ^2 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ma c Gr eg o r ,  at  l e a s t  one S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r  

r e t a l i a t e d  a g a i n s t  Massachuset t s  i n c u r s i o n s  w i t h  t h r e a t s .  

W h i l e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t hese t h r e a t s  i s  not  known,  MacGregor  

d i d  n o t  d e n y  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ;  he o n l y  asked  t h a t  t he 

a c t i o n s  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  " n o t  be i m p u t e d  t o  t h e  

commun i t y . " 23

By F e b r u a r y  1720,  news of  t he a c t i v i t i e s  i n and around 

N u t f i e l d  had r e a c h e d  G o v e r n o r  S h u t e .  Fee l i ng  t h a t  t he 

g o v e r n o r  was r e c e i v i n g  a o n e - s i d e d  account ,  and knowi ng 

t h a t  t h e  N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  were bei ng po r t r ay ed  by t h e i r  

e n e m i e s  as " r o m a n s , "  " p a p i s t s , "  o r  s i m p l y  " I r i s h , "  

M a c G r e g o r  f i r e d  o f f  h i s  n o w - f a m o u s  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  peopl e t o Shute on 27 F e b r u a r y . ^ 4

T h e  m i n i s t e r  a t t a c k e d  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  N u t f i e l d  

s e t t l e r s  f o r  c a l l i n g  t hem " I r i s h . "  "We are s u r p r i s e d  to
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h e a r  o u r s e l v e s  termed I r i s h  p e o p l e , "  he wr o t e ,  "when we so 

f r e q u e n t l y  v e n t u r e d  o u r  a l l  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  crown and 

l i b e r t i e s  a g a i n s t  t he I r i s h  p a p i s t s . . . . "  Movi ng away f r om 

e t h n i c  s l u r s ,  M a c G r e g o r  remi nded Governor  Shut e t h a t  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  had o c c u p i e d  a v a c a n t  t r a c t  o f  l and i n a 

n o n - v i o l e n t  m a n n e r .  A numbe r  o f  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  who 

w a n t e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n t he  area were encouraged t o do so,  and 

" many  o f  t hem a r e  now i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  u s . "  MacGregor  

t h e n  r e c o u n t e d  t h e i r  r e c e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  t he p r oper  

I n d i a n  deed t o t he t e r r i t o r y ,  and i n so do i ng ,  s l i g h t e d  t he 

v a r i o u s  w e a k e r  c l a i m s .  I t  i s  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  who have 

been w r o n g e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  MacGr egor .  For  wh i l e  groups 

h a v e  come up f r o m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and r a i d e d  f a r m s  i n  

N u t f i e l d ,  " t o  t he g r ea t  t e r r o r  of  our  wi ves and c h i l d r e n , "  

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had been p a t i e n t  and not  r e t a l i a t e d .  Even 

s o ,  t h e  N u t f i e l d  l e a d e r s  had been accused of  " v i o l e n c e ,  

i n j u s t i c e ,  f r a u d ,  f o r c e ,  i n j u r i e s  and o f f e n c e s  t o t he 

E n g l i s h . "  M a c G r e g o r  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  i nnocence of  t hese 

s l a n d e r o u s  c h a r g e s ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  l o y a l t y  t o B r i t i s h  r u l e :  

" I f  we be g u i l t y  of  t hese d i s o r d e r s ,  we know we are l i a b l e  

t o  a l e g a l  t r i a l ,  and a r e  n o t  so weak as t o  s u p p o s e  

o u r s e l v e s  t o be o u t  o f  t h e  r e a c h  o f  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ' s  

g o v e r n m e n t . "  S h o u l d  f u t u r e  a c c u s a t i o n s  be made a g a i ns t  

member s  o f  M a c G r e g o r ' s  f l o c k ,  l e t  them r e c e i v e  "an equal  

hear i ng  be f or e  t hey  be condemned. "

When t h e  g o v e r n o r  came t o New Hampshi re i n A p r i l ,  he 

and t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  agreed upon a t empor ar y  s o l u t i o n  to
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t h e  N u t f i e l d  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  Sept ember .  James 

McKeen was made a j u s t i c e  o f  t he peace,  and a wa r r an t  was 

ma d e  o u t  a l l o w i n g  t h e  N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  t o  c h o o s e  a
9 c

c o n s t  ab 1 e . L 3 I n  s h o r t ,  S h u t e  and t he government  o f  New 

H a m p s h i r e  c r e a t e d  t wo o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l i n k s  be t ween 

g o v e r n me n t  at  t he p r o v i n c i a l  and communi t y l e v e l s ,  but  t hey  

f e l l  s h o r t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .

D e s p i t e  absence o f  l eg a l  s t a n d i n g ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n 

N u t f i e l d  c o n d u c t e d  " t o w n 11 a f f a i r s  i n an o r d e r l y  manner .  

Be t we e n  t h e  S e p t e mb e r  p e t i t i o n  and event ua l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

t wo y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  of  N u t f i e l d  hel d at  l e a s t  

s e v e n t e e n  g e n e r a l  town meet i ngs ,  as we l l  as sever a l  o t h e r  

r e c o r d e d  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s . 26 D u r i n g  t hese meet i ngs ,  

t h e y  p e r i o d i c a l l y  c h o s e  a commi t t ee t o run town a f f a i r s .  

James McKeen and John G o f f e 2  ̂ were u s u a l l y  chosen t o be 

m o d e r a t o r  and c l e r k  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  Davi d C a r g i l l  was e l e c t ed  

t own t r e a s u r e r ,  and,  acco r d i ng  to town bus i ness  accoun t s ,  

R o b e r t  Wear  s e r v e d  as c o n s t a b l e .  Most  of  t he bus i ness  at  

t h e  g e n e r a l  t own m e e t i n g s  and t h e  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  

m e e t i n g s  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  ! and - - an  i ssue 

t h a t  l e d  t o  any number of  i n d i v i d u a l  and group c o mp l a i n t s ,  

I t .  Gov .  W e n t w o r t h  v i s i t e d  N u t f i e l d  i n Oct ober  1720;  he 

a r b i t r a t e d  one l a n d - r e l a t e d  d i s p u t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  the 

s t i l l  u n d e f i n e d  and unr ecogn i zed communi t y t o l ay  out  town 

r o a d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  town l eader s  au t ho r i z ed  a new sawmi l l  

and a new g r i s t  m i l l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s i t e  f o r  a 

m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  s e t  t ax  r a t e s ,  t r i e d  i n vai n t o c o l l e c t  t he
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m i n i s t e r ' s  f u l l  s a l a r y ,  and pai d town expenses f o r  s e r v i c e s  

r e n d e r e d .  I n  M a r c h  o f  1 7 2 2 ,  p e r h a p s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  N u t f i e l d  " t own"  meet i ng e l e c t e d  a f u l l  

s l a t e  o f  t own  o f f i c e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  hog reaves and f ence 

vi  ewe r s .

I n  J u n e  1 7 2 2 ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  N u t f i e l d  f i n a l l y  

r e c e i v e d  wh a t  t hey  had been seek i ng s i nc e  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n 

t h e  a r e a  i n  1719 —  a t o wn  c h a r t e r .  B r i e f l y ,  t he  c h a r t e r  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  a New H a m p s h i r e  t own  by t h e  name o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ;  i n s i ze  i t  was a town of  " t en  mi l es  square or
pp

So Mu t c h  as a mo u n t s  t o  t e n  m i l e s  s q u a r e . . . . "  The 124 

p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  o b l i g e d  to s e t t l e  t h e i r  home l o t s ;  t hey 

had t o  ha v e  a ho us e  b u i l t  and t h r ee  acres of  l and c l ea r ed  

w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t he y  were gi ven a d d i t i o n a l  

t i m e  i n  t he event  of  an I n d i a n  war .  They had f o u r  year s  to 

b u i l d  a m e e t i n g h o u s e  and p l a n t  c r ops .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  

c o u l d  h a r d l y  compl ai n about  e x o r b i t a n t  f ees or  r e n t s - - t h e y  

wer e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  pay an a n n u a l  q u i t  r e n t  a m o u n t i n g ,  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  t o on l y  one peck of  po t a t oes .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e y  were t o obey par  1i ament a r y  l aws p r o t e c t i n g  mast  t r e e s .  

Not  o n l y  we r e  March town meet i ngs  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d ,  

b u t  L o n d o n d e r r y  was gr an t ed  a week l y  market  and two f a i r s ,  

t o  be h e l d  i n  May and Oc t o b e r .  F i n a l l y ,  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  

we r e  l i s t e d  by name and number  of  shar es .  Ce r t a i n  town 

l e a d e r s  we r e  a wa r d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  l and f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  

G o v e r n o r  S h u t e  and L t .  Gov .  W e n t w o r t h  we r e  g i ven f i v e  

h u n d r e d  acr es of  l and ap i ec e ,  and members of  t he g o v e r n o r ' s
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c o u n c i l  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  w e r e  each g i ven  a p r o p r i e t o r ' s  

s h a r e  i n  t h e  t o w n .  The l i s t  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  was i mp o r t a n t  

i n  t h a t  i t  makes t h e  f i r s t  f o r m a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

" p r o p r i e t o r s "  and " i n h a b i t a n t s . "

The L o n d o n d e r r y  c h a r t e r  r ecogn i zed  t he e x i s t e n c e  of  a 

b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  New H a m p s h i r e  and 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  The c h a r t e r  was good on l y  i f  i t  d i d not  

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  any p r i o r  c l a i ms  " F a l l i n g  w i t h i n  t he  l i n e  or  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  o u r  sa i d  p r o v i n c e  o f  t he M a s s a c h u s e t t s . . . . "  

I n f a c t ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r i n g e s  o f  t he new town were c l os e  

e n o u g h  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c l a i m s ,  and t h i s  r e ma i n e d  somet hi ng of  a 

p r o b l e m  u n t i  1 740 . Of  more i mmedi at e i n t e r e s t ,  however ,  

was t he  q u e s t i o n  of  H a v e r h i l l ' s  c l a i ms  i n t he area.

The Londo nde r r y  c h a r t e r  v i r t u a l l y  deni ed t he e x i s t e n c e  

o f  H a v e r h i l l ' s  1 6 6 7 g r a n t  t o  t e r r i t o r y  i n New Hampshi re.  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  L o n d o n d e r r y  c h a r t e r  o f  1 7 2 2 ,  b o t h  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  an d  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  

u n d e r s t o o d ,  at  l e a s t  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  H a v e r h i l l  had c l a i m t o 

l a n d s  e x t e n d i n g  seve r a l  mi l e s  n o r t h  of  t he Mer r i mack .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  d e e d  f r o m  W h e e l w r i g h t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  H a v e r h i l l  l i n e  as t he eas t e r n  boundary of  

N u t f i e l d ,  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  ran as f a r  no r t h  as 

C h e s t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  when t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  c o u n c i l  

a g r e e d  t o  s u r v e y  t he l i n e  between N u t f i e l d  and Ches t e r ,  i t  

a p p o i n t e d  a commi t t ee to begi n t h e i r  sur vey  at  " t h e  peke of  

H a v e r h i 1 1 . " ^ 9 was assumed as l a t e  as t he sp r i n g  of
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1721 t h a t  t h e  H a v e r h i l l  c l a i m ext ended between Londonder r y  

and K i n g s t o n ,  and p o s s i b l y  i n t o  Ches t e r .  Yet  i n 1722,  t he 

L o n d o n d e r r y  c h a r t e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  

e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  begi ns at  t he sou t heas t  c o r ner  o f  Ches t er  

and r u n s  sout h "on Ki ngs town l i n e . "  H a v e r h i l l ' s  c l a i m had 

been squeezed out  of  e x i s t e n c e  by Londonder r y  and K i n g s t o n .  

H a v e r h i l l  i s  not  ment i oned i n t he Londonder r y  c h a r t e r ,  and 

s i n c e  t h e  c h a r t e r  p r o m i s e s  t o  r espec t  o n l y  t hose c l a i ms  

w i t h i n  t he  r ecogn i zed  boundar i es  of  Massachuset t s ,  Governor  

S h u t e  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s i g n e d  away 

H a v e r h i l l ' s  n o r t h e r n  c l a i m s .  W h e t h e r  he d i d  so 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  or  u n c ons c i o us l y  i s  i mp o s s i b l e  to say.  In any 

e v e n t ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  H a v e r h i l l ,  backed by l e g i s l a t i v e  

l eader s  i n Bost on,  never  r ecogn i zed  t he f a c t .

P r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t s  i n H a v e r h i l l  f e l t  t h a t  by v i r t u e  

o f  t h e i r  s e v e  n t  e e n t h - c e n t u r y  g r a n t ,  t hey had t he r i g h t  t o 

p a r c e l  o u t  l a n d  cover ed  by t he g r a n t ,  r e ga r d l es s  of  whi ch 

p r o v i n c e  c l a i m e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a l l  o r  p a r t s  o f  

H a v e r h i l l .  The f a c t  t h a t  H a v e r h i l l  Peak f e l l  i n t o  New 

H a m p s h i r e  i n  1679 made no d i f f e r e n c e ;  t he l and o u t l i n e d  i n 

H a v e r h i l l ' s  1667 g r a n t  s t i l l  b e l o n g e d  t o  H a v e r h i l l ' s  

o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  and t h e i r  h e i r s .  L o n d o n d e r r y  

s e t t l e r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c l a i med  t h a t  H a v e r h i l l  had 

l o n g  s i n c e  f o r f e i t e d  i t s  r i g h t s  t o t he Peak.  The Peak had 

n o t  been devel oped f o r  sever a l  decades,  a c o n d i t i o n  u s u a l l y  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  f o r f e i t u r e .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  had s i mp l y  

o c c u p i e d  and i m p r o v e d  a w i l d e r n e s s  ar ea t h a t  o t h e r w i s e
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m i g h t  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  u n d e v e l o p e d  f o r  y e a r s  t o  come.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s  on L o n d o n d e r r y ,  H a v e r h i l l  

p r o p r i e t o r s  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n t he Peak on l y  when t hey  

j e a l o u s l y  observed S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r ogr ess  i n t he ar ea.

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  who g o t  t o  t he Peak f i r s t ,  l eader s  i n 

H a v e r h i l l  and L o n d o n d e r r y  began g r a n t i n g  o v e r l a p p i n g  l o t s  

l o c a t e d  i n  H a v e r h i l l  Peak .  The r e s u l t  was a l oc a l  "war "  

t h a t  t o o k  a v a r i e t y  of  f o r ms :  p e t i t i o n s  t o  Por t smout h and 

B o s t o n ,  a r r e s t s  and t r i a l s  f o r  t r e s p a s s i n g ,  at t achment  of  

p r o p e r t y  f o r  n o n - p a y m e n t  o f  t own  t a x e s ,  c u t t i n g  hay i n 

d i s p u t e d  f i e l d s ,  and mob v i o l e n c e .  I t  was a c o n t r o v e r s y  

t h a t  wa s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e  o f  t h e  New 

H a m p s h i r e - M a s s a c h u s e t t s  boundar y ,  y e t  i t  had a l i f e  of  i t s  

own as w e l 1.

B i t s  and p i e c e s  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s  between Londonder r y  

and H a v e r h i l l  su r f ace  as e a r l y  as 1721.  In a N u t f i e l d  town 

m e e t i n g  o f  25 Ma r c h ,  one James McNei l  compl ai ned o f  " t he  

t h r e a t e n i n g  t h a t  h a v e r i 1 peopl e gave him w i t h  r egar d to t he 

l a n d  w h i c h  he i s  now s e t t l e d  u p o n . . . . "  At  t h i s  t i me ,  t he 

t own commi t t ee chose t o duck t he i s s ue ;  McNei l  coul d e i t h e r  

r e c e i v e  a n o t h e r ,  e q u i v a l e n t  p i e c e  o f  l a n d ,  o r ,  i f  he 

d e c i d e d  t o  " d e f e n d  t h e  l a n d "  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  t he commi t t ee 

wo u l d  r e i m b u r s e  h i m w i t h  one h u n d r e d  a c r e s  of  l and. ^O 

N o t h i n g  mor e i s  heard of  Mc N e i l ’ s t r o u b l e s .  Over t he next  

t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  however ,  t he two communi t i es p i cked away at  

each o t h e r ,  and t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  Londonder r y  l ear ned to 

be as aggr ess i ve  as t he H a v e r h i l l  ne i ghbor s .
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I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 29 , t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t he Massachuset t s  

h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e x p r e s s e d  a f e a r  f e l t  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h  as w e l l :  " t he  D i f f e r e n c e s  between t he Peopl e of  

H a v e r h i l l  and L o n d o n d e r r y  do s t i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  and t h e r e  i s
O 1

d a n g e r  l e s t  t h e y  end i n  B l o o d s h e d . . . . " 0 These f e a r s  

w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e a l i z e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  when 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  t r i e d  t o c o l l e c t  t axes f r om a 

number  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  f a r m e r s .  When t hey  met r e s i s t a n c e ,  

t h e  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s  "wounded 3 or  4 Londonder r y  Men so t h a t
•5 p

i t  was f e a r e d  t h e y  w o u l d  d i e  o f  t h e i r  Wounds. " 0 On t he 

o t h e r  s i d e ,  one W i l l i a m  M u d g e t t  of  H a v e r h i l l  compl ai ned 

t h a t  a number of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  had t aken possess i on 

o f  h i s  h o u s e  i n Oct ober  1727,  "by f o r c e  and Arms, "  and had 

" c o m m i t t e d  s e v e r a l  O u t r a g e s  on t he P e t i t i o n e r ,  and some 

wor kmen t h a t  we r e  a t  wor k  a t  t he  sai d h o u s e . . Y e t  

v i o l e n c e  was mi n i ma l .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  a c t i o ns  du r i n g  t he 

summer  o f  1 7 2 3 we r e  p r o b a b l y  more t y p i c a l  of  mob a c t i o n .  

S e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H a v e r h i l l  compl ai ned t h a t  "a g r ea t  

Number  o f  I l l - m i n d e d  P e r s o n s  . . . f r om t i me t o t i me i n t he 

N i g h t  w i t h  p a i n t e d  Faces,  and under  o t he r  D i s g u i s e s ,  have 

p u l l e d  down and bu r n t  sever a l  Thousands of  R a i l s ,  and Board 

F e n c e ,  and some H u n d r e d s  of  Rods of  Stone Wal l  have been 

t h r o w n  d o w n . . . . " 3 4  Mos t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  

d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  was l ess c o l o r f u l  and more o v e r t .  They 

s i m p l y  began b u i l d i n g  homes and c l e a r i n g  f i e l d s .  In 1731,  

H a v e r h i l l  p e t i t i o n e r s  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  " t h e  l a t e  

E n c r o a c h m e n t s  o f  t he  I r i s h  peopl e s e t t l e d  i n t he Pr ov i nce
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o f  New Ha mp s h i r e  who have Cut t  down and Ca r r i ed  away g r e a t  

Q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  Hay and T i mber ,  & o t h e r  ways d i s t u r b e d  

them i n t he i mprovement s of  t h e i r  L a n d s . . . . ,l33

B o t h  t h e  Mas s ac hus e t t s  c o u n c i l  and house r ec e i v ed  t he 

v a r i o u s  H a v e r h i l l  p e t i t i o n s .  The g o v e r n o r  and c o u n c i l  

s o m e t i m e s  a p p o i n t e d  member s  t o  l o o k  i n t o  s p e c i f i c  

c o m p l a i n t s ,  a l t hough  t hey  g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t hese ma t t e r s  

t o  t h e  c o u r t s  i n Essex Coun t y - - a  r easonab l e  measure,  s i nce  

t h e  p e t i t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t s  by t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s u b j e c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  same g o v e r n o r ' s  New 

H a m p s h i r e  s u b j e c t s .  House member s  wer e l ess  c a u t i o u s .  

Wh i l e  t h e y  a l s o  appo i n t ed  commi t t ees  to l ook i n t o  s p e c i f i c  

c o m p l a i n t s ,  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h e  " I r i s h . "  I n  1 7 2 8 ,  when t h e  g o v e r n o r  and 

c o u n c i l  r e f e r r e d  W i l l i a m  Mudge t t ' s  c omp l a i n t  t o t he  Essex 

C o u n t y  c o u r t s ,  t he house o f f i c i a l l y  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  members 

o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  " w e r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  d e l a y  b r i n g i n g  t o  

p u n i s h m e n t  s uc h  open and f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t o r e s  of  a l l  t he 

Laws of  t h i s  P r o v i n c e . . . . " 3 *̂

R e s i d e n t s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  and n e i g h b o r i n g  K i ngs t on  

e x p r e s s e d  s i m i l a r  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  " t r e s p a s s e r s "  and 

" e n c r o a c h e r s "  f r o m  H a v e r h i l l . 37 In 1733 , t hey  p e t i t i o n e d  

t h e  Boar d of  Tr ade,  ask i ng f o r  a speedy s o l u t i o n  t o the New 

H a m p s h i r e - M a s  s a c h u s e t t s  boundary q u e s t i o n .  They f e l t  t he 

u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  t he p r o v i n c i a l  boundary encouraged H a v e r h i l l  

c l a i m a n t s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  b o l d  r a i d s  i n t o  L o n d o n d e r r y .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o t h i s  p e t i t i o n ,  1 aw- ab i d i ng  Londonder r y  f ar mer s
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we r e  " d r a g g e d  o u t  of  t h e i r  d we l l i n g s  by t he h a i r  of  t h e i r

h e a d ,  i m p r i s o n e d ,  t r i e d  and c o n d e m n e d . . . . "  They even

c l a i m e d  t h a t  a c h u r c h  had been b u r n e d  by a H a v e r h i l l  

3 8mo b .  T h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  f u r t h e r

c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  bei ng s t i g ma t i z e d  because t hey 

we r e  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  I r e l a n d .  Not on l y  were t hey  c a l l e d  

" I r i s h "  by t h e i r  enemi es,  but  " r o m a n s . "39

W h i l e  o v e r t  a c t i o n s ,  a t  t i m e s  b o r d e r i n g  on mob 

v i o l e n c e ,  c a u s e d  concer n  among town l eader s  i n H a v e r h i l l ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  and K i n g s t o n ,  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  h a r d s h i p s  

r e s u l t e d  f r o m  a r r e s t s  and expens i ve c o u r t  cases.  A number 

o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  i n t he d i s p u t ed  Peak were 

j a i l e d  and h e l d  f o r  t r i a l  i n  Sa l e m. 4® I f  t hey  l o s t  one 

o f  t h e s e  c o u r t  c a s e s ,  t h e y  coul d f ace  e v i c t i o n ,  at  l e a s t  

l e g a l l y ,  f r o m  homes and f ar ms.  Londonde r r y ' s  James Adams 

had l i v e d  on h i s  f a r m  f o r  t en years be f o r e  bei ng dragged 

o f f  t o  c o u r t  i n Salem i n  1732.  A f t e r  two year s  of  t r i a l s ,  

Ad a ms  l o s t  h i s  c a s e  t o  a H a v e r h i l l  p r o p r i e t o r ,  who 

p r o c e e d e d  t o  t a k e  out  "an Execut i on t o t ake possess i on of  

[ A d a m s ' ]  h o u s e  and l a n d s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  upwards of  ten 

m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  m e r r i m a c k  r i v e r  and W i t h i n  h i s  ma j t e s  

p r o v i n c e  o f  new h a m p s h i r e . " 4  ̂ Si nce t he average s e t t l e r  

c o u l d  not  pay t he necessar y  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  t he burden f e l l  t o 

t h e  t o w n .  At  a L o n d o n d e r r y  town meet i ng on 4 Ju l y  1734,  

t h e  t own agreed to g i v e  t wen t y  pounds t o Adams " t o  he l p him 

t o  d e f r a y  h i s  L a w s h u t s  Commenc'd a g i n s t  him by H a v e r h i l l  

C l a i m i n g  h i s  l a n d . " 4 ^ E x a c t l y  how much town money went
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i n t o  t hese  c o u r t  cases i s  i mp o s s i b l e  t o de t e r mi ne ,  a l t hough  

i n  1 7 3 2 ,  Lo ndo nde r r y  c l a i me d ,  "by a moderat e Compu t a t i on , "  

t h a t  i t  had s p e n t  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  i n  c o u r t  c os t s  

d e f e n d i n g  i t s  c l a i m  t o d a t e .  In 1742,  t he town es t i ma t ed  

t h a t  i t  had spent  " near  two t housand pounds"  i n c o u r t  c os t s  

de f end i ng  t hemsel ves a g a i n s t  H a v e r h i l l  c l a i m s .

New H a m p s h i r e  wa s  s l o w e r  t o  make a r r e s t s  t h a n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  Not u n t i l  t he  1740 boundary d e c i s i o n  pl aced 

H a v e r h i l l  Peak,  as we l l  as a number of  o t h e r  d i s p u t ed  l ands 

w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  d i d  l e a d e r s  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h  b e g i n  t o  make numerous a r r e s t s .  P r i o r  t o t he 

1740 d e c i s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  was not  c o mp l e t e l y  

i d l e .  A s i d e  f r o m  n i g h t  r a i d s  and o v e r t  f a r mi ng  o p e r a t i o n s  

u p o n  l a n d s  c l a i m e d  by o t h e r s ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  a c t i o n s  

i n c l u d e d  a s s e s s i n g  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  p e o p l e  f o r  payment  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  t own  t a x e s .  One W i l l i a m  Bol t on  o f  Methuen,  

H a v e r h i l l ' s  west er n ne i g h b o r ,  compl ai ned t h a t  he was bei ng 

a s s e s s e d  by b o t h  Me t h u e n  and L o n d o n d e r r y ,  and t h a t  t he 

c o n s t a b l e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  " h a s  made D i s t r e s s  on h i s  

goods.

W h i l e  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  - 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b o u n d a r y  was s e t t l e d  i n 1740,  t he i ssue  of  

H a v e r h i l l ' s  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c l a i m s  l i n g e r e d  on f o r  

a n o t h e r  f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  m o s t l y  i n t he f orm of  

c o u r t  c a s e s  i n P o r t s m o u t h . ^  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t hese c o u r t  

c a s e s  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  been n e c e s s a r y ,  as t h e  1740 

s e t t l e m e n t  guar ant eed e x i s t i n g  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  However ,
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s i n c e  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  n e i t h e r  Londonder r y ,  K i n g s t o n ,  nor  

H a v e r h i l l  c o u l d  a g r e e  on who r i g h t f u l l y  owned l o t s  i n 

H a v e r h i l l  Pe a k ,  t h o s e  on both s i des  of  t he bor der  sought  

a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t r e s p a s s e r s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e d  a r e a . ^  

E n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  f a v o r a b l e  s e t t l e me n t  of  t he p r o v i n c i a l  

b o u n d a r y ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  q u i c k  t o b r i n g  

a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n H a v e r h i l l .  

H a v e r h i l l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  de f ense  l awyer  at  t hese t r i a l s  was 

R i c h a r d  Ha z z e n ,  who c l a i m e d  i n 1753 t h a t  he had made 130 

s e p a r a t e  t r i p s  t o  P o r t s m o u t h ,  " o f t e n t i me s  i n Rain & Snow 

h e a t  & Co l d , "  and spent  i n excess of  one t housand pounds of  

h i s  own money i n o r der  t o defend H a v e r h i l l  c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  

c l a i m s  t o  t h e i r  l a n d s . 47 To t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  New 

H a m p s h i r e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  c l a i m s  d i d  not  

a l w a y s  h o l d  up i n P o r t s m o u t h  c o u r t s .  I n  1 7 4 4 ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  R o b e r t  Boyes t ook a case of  e j ec t ment  aga i ns t  a 

H a v e r h i l l  d e f e n d a n t  be f or e  t he p r o v i n c i a l  Supe r i o r  Cour t .  

Not  o n l y  d i d  Boyes l ose ,  but  t he d e c i s i o n  i n f a v o r  of  t he 

H a v e r h i l l  man was l a t e r  u p h e l d  by t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  

g o v e r n o r  and c o u n c i l .  Hazzen boast ed i n 1753 t h a t  "no one

H a v e r h i l l  man has l o s t  h i s  E s t a t e . . . "  i n  P o r t s m o u t h

A ftc o u r t s .  ° Much l i k e  t h e  c l a i ms  assoc i a t ed  w i t h  t he more 

f a m o u s  " B o w C o n t r o v e r s y , "  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e s  

i n v o l v i n g  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  K i n g s t o n ,  H a v e r h i l l ,  and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  Me t huen  we r e  v e r y  expens i ve .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e y  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  i m p r o v e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  and t h e i r  Eng l i sh  ne i ghbor s .
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I n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e i r  homes and f a r m s  a g a i n s t  r i v a l  

c l a i m a n t s ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  became embr o i l ed  i n p o l i t i c s  at  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l .  As i m m i g r a n t s ,  t hey  had st umbl ed 

i n t o  a p o l i t i c a l  web i n v o l v i n g  r i v a l  g r o u p s  o f  l a n d  

s p e c u l a t o r s  an d  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a n t s .  Wh e r e a s  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n Davi d Dunbar ' s  i l l - f a t e d  " Geor g i a "  

had become h o p e l e s s l y  t an g l e d  i n t h i s  web,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  t ook s t eps  t o de t e r mi ne  t h e i r  own 

f  a t e .

A f t e r  t h e y  ha d  f a i l e d  t o  w i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  1 7 1 9 ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

r e t u r n e d  t o  B o s t o n  i n  Nov e mbe r  1720 w i t h  y e t  a n o t h e r  

p e t i t i o n .  They sensed t h a t  t he v a r i o u s  c l a i ma n t s  t o l ands 

a t  N u t f i e l d  Oj. j r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g ,  i f  n o t  t h e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  Massachuset t s  o f f i c i a l s .  Th e i r  p e t i t i o n  

t o  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  asked t h a t  

t h e  s e t t l e r s  be a l l owed t o l i v e  at  N u t f i e l d  " f r e e  and c l e a r  

o f  any D i s b u r s e . "  The p e t i t i o n  was r e j e c t e d  i n h o s t i l e  

t o n e s .  The ho u s e  not ed t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n N u t f i e l d  

had a l s o  been d e a l i n g  w i t h  t he government  of  New Hampshi re,  

w h i c h  i n  t u r n  had g i v e n  t hem l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  and 

a u t h o r i z e d  them to e l e c t  a town gover nment .  New Hampshi re 

d i d  n o t  go t h i s  f a r  u n t i l  1 7 2 2 .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  New 

H a m p s h i r e ' s  en c ou r age men t  of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n N u t f i e l d  

was r e g a r d e d  by t he Massachuset t s  house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

as " a g r e a t  and open breach upon t he J u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h i s  

G o v e r n m e n t ,  and may tend to d e p r i v e  [ t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ]  of
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t h e i r  j u s t  R i g h t s ,  and P r o p e r t i e s ,  i f  n o t  s p e e d i l y  

p r e v e n t e d .

The m a t t e r  d i d  not  d i e  her e.  On November 30,  N u t f i e l d  

s e n t  t w o  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s  t o  B o s t o n  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p o s i t i o n .  The gover nor  and c o u n c i l  r e j e c t e d  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  r eques t s  t o be l e f t  at  peace on grounds " t h a t  

i t  was d o u b t f u l ,  i n  w h i c h  P r o v i n c e  t he  Lands t hey  were 

S e t t l e d  on w o u l d  f  a 1 1 . "  ̂0 T h i s  was t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

o p i n i o n  as e x p r e s s e d  a y e a r  e a r l i e r .  The h o u s e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was more b e l l i c o s e ,  however .  I t s  members 

v o t e d  on 1 De c e mb e r  t o  wa r n  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  o u t  o f  

N u t f i e l d ,  g i v i n g  t hem s e v e n  mont hs  t o l eave t he area or  

f a c e  p r o s e c u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a t t o r n e y  gener a l .  Un l i k e  t he 

mor e c a u t i o u s  and r easonab l e  go v e r n o r ,  who del ayed a c t i o n  

p e n d i n g  a s o l u t i o n  to t he p r o v i n c i a l  boundary q u e s t i o n ,  t he 

ho u s e  t h r e w  c a u t i o n  t o t he wi nds .  N u t f i e l d  was de s c r i be d  

i n  t h e  house j o u r n a l s  as "Lands be l ong i ng  t o t h i s  P r o v i n c e ,  

l y i n g  Westword of  t he Town of  H a v e r h i 1 1 . . . . " ^

N o t h i n g  came o f  t h e  h o u s e  a c t i o n ,  however ,  p r obab l y  

b e c a u s e  t h e  t h r e a t s  made by t h e  h o u s e  c o n t a i n e d  more 

b l u s t e r  t h a n  t r u t h .  The h e a r t  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e me n t  

i n  N u t f i e l d  l a y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r t e e n  mi l es  n o r t hwe s t  of  

H a v e r h i l l ,  and a good f i v e  mi l es  w i t h i n  t he bounds of  New 

H a m p s h i r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  mos t  e x t r e m e  Massachuset t s  

c l a i ms i n t he boundary  d i s p u t e . ^

C l e a r l y ,  t he N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  were go i ng t o f i n d  more 

s y m p a t h e t i c  ears  among t he p o l i t i c a l  l eader s  in Por t smout h.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  2 0 3  -

I n  N o v e mb e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  house was r e a c t i n g  

u n f a v o r a b l y  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

" t r e s p a s s e r s "  i n  N u t f i e l d ,  James McKeen sent  a l e t t e r  t o 

L t .  Gov .  W e n t w o r t h  c o m p l a i n i n g  t h a t  he and h i s  f e l l o w  

i m m i g r a n t s  we r e  " much t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  m o l e s t a t i o n  and 

d i s q u i e t  f r om t he  Massachuset t s  Gover nment . "  Went wor t h and 

h i s  c o u n c i l  r esponded w i t h  a l e t t e r  of  s up p o r t .  McKeen was 

u r g e d  t o  " e x e r t  t h e  J u s t i c i a r y  powers whi ch he i s  vest ed 

w i t h  f o r  t h e  s up r es s i ng  any d i s o r d e r s  t h a t  mi ght  happen i n 

t h e i r  d i s t r i c t . . . . " ^

By t h e  summer  o f  1 7 2 2 ,  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n  both 

P o r t s m o u t h  a n d  B o s t o n  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g r a s p  t h e  

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y . ^  

E a c h  c a mp  m a p p e d  o u t  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  wh a t  was t o  be 

p r o v i n c i a l  New E n g l a n d ' s  mo s t  s e r i o u s  i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l  

p o we r  s t r u g g l e .  At  s t a k e  was t he r i c h  Mer r i mack V a l l e y ,  

t h e  l a n d s  b e t w e e n  t he Mer r i mack and New Yor k ,  and much of  

n o r t h e r n  New H a m p s h i r e .  S h o u l d  New Hampshi re l o s e ,  i t  

w o u l d  r e m a i n  a t i n y  coas t a l  p r o v i n c e .  I t s  bounds woul d be 

w i t h i n  a f o r t y - f i v e  m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  t h e  oc e an ,  and i t s  

e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  woul d never  s t r a y  f a r  

f r om t he shores of  Great  Bay and t he Pi sca t aqua  R i v e r .

B o t h  p r o v i n c e s  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  to London,  

w h e r e  t h e  i s s u e  was f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  New 

H a m p s h i r e  i n  1 7 4 0 .  In t he i n t e r i m ,  however ,  t he boundary 

c o n t r o v e r s y  was f o u g h t  at  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  c ou n t y ,  and 

c o m m u n i t y  l e v e l s .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l e a d e r s  i n f l a me d  the
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Geor ge  M i t c h e l l ' s  1745 map o f  New Hampshi re r veal s t he 
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  New Hampshi r e- Massachuset t s  boundary 
c o n t r o v e r s y .  The do t t e d  l i n e  r ep r esen t s  t he f i n a l  survey 
o f  t h e  b o u n d a r y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1740 b o u n d a r y  s o l u t i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i spu t es  among towns c on t i nue d .  The 
shaded  p o r t i o n s  show d i s p u t e d  areas assoc i a t ed w i t h  t he
o r i g i n a l  N u t f i e l d  g r a n t .  D i s p u t e s  wer e most  severe in 
H a v e r h i l l  Pe a k .  ( C o u r t e s y  o f  t he  Pub l i c  Record O f f i c e ,  
London)
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c o n t r o v e r s y  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  by s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  ol d 

H a v e r h i l l  c l a i m  o f  1 6 6 7 ;  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  o c c a s i o n a l  

v i o l e n c e  and e x p e n s i v e  c o u r t  b a t t l e s  at  t he Essex County 

c o u r t h o u s e  i n  S a l e m.  As a p r o v i n c e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

s p o n s o r e d  a s t r i n g  o f  t o w n s h i p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t he d i s p u t e d  

t e r r i t o r y  and s e n t  s e t t l e r s  f a r  n o r t h  o f  i t s  even t ua l  

b o r d e r .  On t he o t h e r  s i d e ,  New Hampshi re l eader s  suppor t ed 

t h e  c l a i m s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  K i n g s t o n ,  and Chest er  a g a i n s t  

H a v e r h i l l ’ s " e n c r o a c h m e n t , "  w h i l e  t r y i n g ,  l e s s  

s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  t o g r an t  t ownsh i ps  al ong t he Mer r i mack.

New H a m p s h i r e  f a c e d  an obv i ous probl em i n t he b a t t l e  

o f  t o w n s h i p s ,  h o w e v e r .  W h i l e  i t s  l eader s  eyed t he  r i c h  

l a n d s  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y  j e a l o u s l y ,  t h e  

s p a r s e  1 y - po p u 1 a t e d  p r o v i n c e  was not  y e t  r eady to popu l a t e  

t h e  a r e a .  I n 1722,  a f t e r  one hundred year s  o f  s e t t l e me n t ,  

New H a m p s h i r e  had j u s t  begun t o push beyond t he bounds of  

i t s  o r i g i n a l  f o u r  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t owns.  Meanwhi l e ,  

e a s t e r n  Massachuset t s  was b u r s t i n g  at  t he seams.  Whi l e New 

H a m p s h i r e  c o u l d  do l i t t l e  more t han sponsor  a t r i c k l e  of  

s e t t l e r s  t o  t h e  d i s p u t e d  l ands ,  Massachuset t s  was openi ng 

i t s  f l o o d g a t e s  out  of  n e c e s s i t y .

The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  however ,  pr esent ed 

l e a d e r s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  w i t h  a s o l u t i o n  t o t h e i r  " peop l e  

p r o b l e m . "  S i n c e  New Hampsh i r e  coul d not  gener a t e  enough 

s e t t l e r s  t o  move i n t o  t he west er n l ands ,  t hey would s i mp l y  

a d o p t  t he p r o l i f i c  S c o t c h - I r i s h  newcomers as t h e i r  own. By
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1722 ,  t h e  a d o p t i o n  was f o r m a l i z e d ,  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

a u t h o r i t i e s  were concer ned.

H i n t s  o f  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a p p e a r  i n  t he j o u r n a l  o f  t he 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  In June 1722,  a 

c o m m i t t e e  t o  s u r v e y  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  Mer r i mack f r om t he 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t own  o f  D u n s t a b l e  t o  Amos k e ag  F a l l s ,  at  

p r e s e n t  M a n c h e s t e r ,  r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h o u s e .  The commi t t ee conc l uded t h a t  " t h e r e  

i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p o o r  P i n e  L a n d ,  and a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

Q u a n t i t y  o f  g o o d ,  and s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a Townshi p,  i f  t he 

I r i s h  do n o t  I n t e r r u p t  t h e i r  S e t t  1 ement . . . . 11 I ns t ead  

o f  s p e a r h e a d i n g  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n Mai ne,  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  w e r e  i mpedi ng Massachuset t s  s e t t l e me n t  al ong 

t he Mer r i mack.

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Ma s s a c h u s e t t s  l eader s  made t h e i r  

b o l d e s t  move y e t  i n a e f f o r t  t o  c l a i m t he  Mer r i mack V a l l e y ,  

and  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  s t em t h e  s p r e a d  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  De c e mb e r  1 7 2 5 ,  t h e  house 

c o n s i d e r e d  g r a n t i n g  a t o w n s h i p  a t  " P e n n y c o o k , "  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o m i s i n g  s p o t  a l o n g  t h e  Mer r i mack R i v e r ,  

L o c a t e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  no r t h  of  Londonder r y . ®® 

They  t r i e d  t o  h u r r y  t he pr oceedi ngs  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  " o t h e r s  

t h a n  t h e  I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e "  m i g h t  s e t t l e  at  

P e n n y c o o k ,  " a s  i t  hapned in t he Case o f  N u t f i e l d . " ® ' 7 The 

p e t i t i o n e r s ,  mo s t  o f  whom were f rom H a v e r h i l l ,  were more 

b l u n t .  U n l e s s  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  moved q u i c k l y  t o Pennycook,
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" i t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a pa r c e l  of  I r i s h  peopl e w i l l  

o b t a i n  a g r a n t  f r om New-Hampshi re f o r  i t . " ^

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  g r a n t e d  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  

t o w n s h i p ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  May ,  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r s  l e f t  H a v e r h i l l  f o r  Pennycook.  They a r r i v e d  at  

P e n n y c o o k  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  no sooner  had t hey  

begun  s u r v e y i n g  house l o t s  then t h e y  were c o n f r o n t e d  by a 

d e l e g a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he government  of  New Hampshi re.  

The New Ha mp s h i r e  d e l e g a t i o n  was " a t t e n d e d  w i t h  about  h a l f  

a s c o r e  I r i s h m e n ,  who k e p t  a t  some di  s t a n c e . . . .  New 

H a m p s h i r e  o f f i c i a l s  f a i l e d  t o s t o p  M a s s a c h u s e t t  f r om 

p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t o w n s h i p  a t  P e n n y c o o k .  t h e y  

r e t a l i a t e d  i n s t e a d  by g r a n t i n g  a New Hampshi re t ownshi p  on 

t o p  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o w n s h i p ,  open i ng  up a b i t t e r  

p r o p r i e t a r y  s t r u g g l e  known as the "Bow C o n t r o v e r s y . " ^

In De c e mb e r  1 7 2 6 ,  h a v i n g  t e s t e d  t he p o l i t i c a l  wi nds 

w i t h  Pennycook,  t he Massachuset t s  house moved to sur vey and 

l a y  o u t  t o w n s h i p s  a l l  a l o n g  t he Mer r i mack ,  as wel l  as in 

t h e  l a n d s  b e t w e e n  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  and Co n nec t i c u t  r i v e r s .  

Some o f  t he new t ownshi ps  r e s u l t e d  d i r e c t l y  f rom p e t i t i o n s .  

R e s i d e n t s  f r o m  I p s w i c h ,  Ne wb u r y ,  and Amesbury had asked 

f o r  a t o w n s h i p  o r  t o w n s h i p s  a l o n g  t he  Mer r i mack between 

D u n s t a b l e  and Pennycook.  Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  dec i ded 

t h e s e  t owns had s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o spawn a new t ownsh i p ,  

i f  t h e y  we r e  g i v e n  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  and " i f  t he I r i s h  

P e o p l e  do n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e m . . . . " 61 i n  J a n u a r y  1726,  a 

n umber  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  p r o p r i e t o r s  who had been gr ant ed
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l a n d  n e a r  D u n s t a b l e  compl ai ned t h a t  t he  government  of  New 

H a m p s h i r e  had g i v e n  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  per mi ss i on  t o s e t t l e  

on t h e i r  l a n d s . T h a t  same m o n t h ,  t h e  Ma s sachuse t t s  

ho u s e  was w a r n e d  t h a t  " g r e a t  S t r i p  and Waste i s  made by 

d i v e r s  persons on t he Lands nex t  Mer r i mack R i v e r ,  l y i n g  and 

b e i n g  on t h e  E a s t  s i d e  t h e r e o f . . . . "  A c o m m i t t e e  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  " t r e s p a s s e s , "  some of  

w h i c h  were undoub t ed l y  t he work of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  on 

t he wes t er n  s i de  o f  t he Londonder r y  g r a n t . ^

C l e a r l y  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  i n and around 

L o n d o n d e r r y  were pe r ce i ved  by Massachuset t s  o f f i c i a l s  t o  be 

a t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  p l a n s  o f  p o s s e s s i n g  t he v a l l e y  of  t he 

u p p e r  Mer r i mack.  P e t i t i o n s  and mi nut es  of  meet i ngs r e f l e c t  

a c e r t a i n  ur gency n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t he aggr ess i veness  of  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h .  Nor was t h i s  mere pa r ano i a  iri Massachuset t s .  

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  were p r o l i f i c  and e v e n t u a l l y  spread f r om 

L o n d o n d e r r y  t o  s e t t l e  sever a l  o t h e r  towns i n t he ar ea.  Yet  

w h i l e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  expansi on al ong t he Mer r i mack may have 

w o r k e d  i n f a v o r  o f  New Hampshi r e ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n t he r e g i o n ,  

t h e r e  i s  no p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  e v e r  act ed as 

a g e n t s  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  P o r t s m o u t h .  T h e i r  

a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and event ua l  t e r r i t o r i a l  expansi on stemmed 

f r o m  i n t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s  b r ought  on by na t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

g r o w t h  and c o n t i n u e d  i mmi g r a t i o n  f r om U l s t e r  (See Chapt er  

V I ) .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  acted in t h e i r  own best  

i n t e r e s t s  out  of  n e c e s s i t y .
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The S c o t c h - I r i s h  o f  Londonder r y  t ook ver y  l i t t l e  f o r  

g r a n t e d  d u r i n g  t he messy boundary c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  Al t hough 

New H a m p s h i r e  c h a m p i o n e d  t h e i r  c a u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  d u r i n g  t he t r o u b l e s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  ma d e  o v e r t u r e s  t o  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  f o r  

p r o t e c t i o n .  One o f  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  was p r o b a b l y  not  a 

s e r i o u s  r e q u e s t ;  i t  was c e r t a i n l y  not  t aken s e r i o u s l y  i n 

B o s t o n .  I n  March 1736,  wh i l e  bot h t he  p r o v i n c i a l  boundary 

c o n t r o v e r s y  and t h a t  b e t w e e n  L o n d o n d e r r y  and H a v e r h i l l  

r a g e d ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  asked t he Massachuset t s  house of  

r  e p r e s e n t  a t  i v e s f o r  a f a v o r .  Rober t  Boyes,  James Robers,  

and Samuel  B a r r ,  i n  b e h a l f  o f  e i g h t y  o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s ,  and by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  s k i l l  at  maki ng l i n e n  

c l o t h ,  a s k e d  t o  be g i v e n  a t o w n s h i p  i n  Ma s s a c h u s e t t s .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e y  a s k e d  f o r  a t r a c t  of  l and ,  s i x  mi l es  

s q u a r e ,  l oca t ed  among t he s t r i p  o f  t ownshi ps  bei ng l a i d  out  

by M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  and Co n nec t i c u t  

r i v e r s *  The p e t i t i o n  was t u r ned down uncer emon i ous l y  at  

i t s  f i r s t  r e a d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  many of  t he p e t i t i o n e r s  soon 

m i g r a t e d  a c r o s s  t he Mer r i mack t o t he Massachuset t s  town of  

Souhegan East ,  or  B e d f o r d .

At  a s omewha t  e a r l i e r  da t e ,  however ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  c o n s i d e r e d  much more d r a s t i c  a c t i o n .  In 

1 7 2 9 , L o n d o n d e r r y  and New H a mp s h i r e ' s  boundary probl ems 

w e r e  n o t  g o i n g  w e l l .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  L o n d o n d e r r y  

" t r e s p a s s e r s "  were known t o be i n t he Essex County j a i l  i n
r C

S e p t e m b e r  17 29 .  Town and p r o p r i e t a r y  me e t i n g s  were
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h e l d  i n  l a t e  1729 and t h r o u g h o u t  1730 i n  an e f f o r t  t o 

p r e p a r e  a d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  H a v e r h i l l  c l a i ms ,  and at  l e a s t  

f i v e  t o wn  d e l e g a t i o n s  were sent  t o H a v e r h i l l ,  Por t smout h ,  

o r  C a m b r i d g e  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  t o  p r es en t  p e t i t i o n s  and 

d e f e n d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c l a i ms .  I t  was at  t h i s  t i me  t h a t  

D a v i d  D u n b a r  a r r i v e d  i n Bost on.  He was not  on l y  go i ng t o 

b e g i n  h i s  d u t i e s  as S u r v e y o r  of  t he K i n g ' s  Woods,  but  he 

had a l s o  r e c e i v e d  t e n t a t i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o s e t t l e  t he 

Sagadahock r e g i o n  of  Maine as t he new p r o v i n c e  o f  Geor g i a .

New H a m p s h i r e ' s  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  John Wentwor th 

w a s t e d  l i t t l e  t i m e  i n  g e t t i n g  Dunbar  i n v o l v e d  i n t he New 

H am p s h i r  e-M a s s ac h u s e 11 s boundary c o n t r o v e r s y ,  Went wor t h 

c o n v i n c e d  D u n b a r  t h a t  Massachuset t s  s p e c u l a t o r s  v i o l a t e d  

t h e  t i m b e r  l a w s  i n  l a n d s  t h e y  c o n t r o l l e d .  Shoul d New 

H a m p s h i r e ' s  v i e w s  p r e v a i l  i n t he boundary c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  K i n g ' s  woods woul d f a l l  under  

t h e  c a r e  o f  John  W e n t w o r t h ,  known t o  be an e n f o r c e r  of  

t i m b e r  l a w s  ( S e e  C h a p t e r  I V ) .  I n o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  

under s t and t he pr ob l em,  Dunbar  v i s i t e d  Londonder r y .

I n May 1730,  Dunbar  r e po r t ed  h i s  f i n d i n g s  t o t he Board
C C

o f  T r a d e . 00 On t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t he boundary c o n t r o v e r s y ,  

Du n b a r  s i d e d  w i t h  New Hampshi re.  He al so t ook p i t y  on t he 

p l i g h t  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  c o u n t r y m e n  i n Londonder r y ,  who,  he 

n o t e d ,  had been f o r c e d  to " pu t  t o seven hundred pounds law 

c h a r g e s  f o r  a r r e s t s  and t r e s p a s s e s ,  t h o ' 16 mi l es  N. f r om 

t h e  r i v e r . "  Many,  i f  not  most  of  t he Londonder r y  s e t t l e r s  

wer e  so u p s e t  by t he r ecent  a r r e s t s  t h a t  t hey  were w i l l i n g
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t o  l e a v e  t h e  ar ea.  As e a r l y  as 1728,  some of  t he s e t t l e r s  

had p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  c r o w n  f o r  a t r a c t  o f  l a n d  i n  Nova 

S c o t i a . ® 7 I n  O c t o b e r  1 7 2 9 ,  p o s s i b l y  a f t e r  an i n i t i a l  

m e e t i n g  w i t h  D u n b a r ,  150 S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  

L o n d o n d e r r y  p e t i t i o n e d  D u n b a r  f o r  a t r a c t  o f  l a n d  in 

D u n b a r ' s  p r opo s ed  p r o v i n c e  of  Geor g i a .  Be f o r e  l o n g ,  o t h e r  

p e t i t i o n s  f o l l o w e d . 68

L o n d o n d e r r y  s e t t l e r s  were a p p a r e n t l y  d i v i d e d  on t h i s  

m a t t e r ;  some f e l t  t hey  had i nv e s t ed  t oo much t i me ,  money,  

and e f f o r t  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  t o  move t o t he Maine coas t . ® ̂
i

Yet  a l o o k  a t  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  l and i n Geor g i a  suggest s 

t h a t  had Ge o r g i a  succeeded,  much of  Londonder r y  mi ght  have 

r e l o c a t e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s '  " ea s t e r n  p a r t s . "  P e t i t i o n e r s  

i n c l u d e d  R o b e r t  B o y e s ,  James McKeen,  James Gregg,  David 

C a r g i l l ,  an d  J o h n  M a c M u r p h y - - t h e  r i c h e s t  and mos t  

i n f l u e n t i a l  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s .  Rober t  Boyes'  f u t u r e  in 

L o n d o n d e r r y  was so u n c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  when a town commi t t ee 

was c h o s e n  i n  Sept ember  1729,  an a l t e r n a t e  was s e l ec t ed  to 

f i l l  i n  f o r  B o y e s ,  l e s t  he "go t o I r e l a n d ,  or  Remove any 

o t her  p a r t  out  of  t o w n . . . . " 7^

The ma i n  b o dy  o f  s e t t l e r s  r emai ned i n New Hampshi re,  

h o w e v e r .  A f e w  may h a v e  f o l l o we d  Dunbar  t o Geor g i a ,  but  

mos t  we r e  s t i l l  i n Londonder r y  when Dunbar ' s  s e t t l e me n t  of  

G e o r g i a  was d i s a l l o w e d  i n  London . 71 To t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  Geor g i a  was an u n f u l f i l l e d  p r omi se ,  ye t  one 

t h a t  h e l p e d  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  br ought
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a b o u t  by  b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  H a v e r h i l l  an d  

Ma s sachuse t t s .

The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n 1740 

gave  New H a m p s h i r e  mor e t e r r i t o r y  t h a n  i t  had c l a i med .  

L a wma k e r s  i n  L o n d o n  agreed w i t h  Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  

t h a t  t h e  boundary shoul d run p a r a l l e l  t o  t he Mer r i mack,  but  

o n l y  w h e r e  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  f l owed  i n an ea s t / we s t  

d i r e c t i o n .  At  t he p o i n t  where t he  Mer r i mack t akes a r i g h t  

a n g l e  t u r n ,  t h e  b o u n d a r y  was t o  c o n t i n u e  due west  u n t i l  

m e e t i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  New Yor k .  In s h o r t ,  Londonder r y  

and H a v e r h i l l  Peak,  not  t o ment i on Pennycook,  a l l  f e l l  i n t o  

t he g r e a t l y  en l a r ged p r ov i nc e  of  New Hampshi re.

I n r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  of  the 

1 7 2 0 ' s  and 1 7 3 0 ' s  p r o v e d  t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t h a t  gi ven 

s u f f i c i e n t  numbers,  s t r ong  l e a d e r s h i p ,  w e l l - p l a c e d  f r i e n d s ,  

and a l i t t l e  l u c k ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o make a go of  i t  i n 

New E n g l a n d .  They  had n o t  b a c k e d  down when f aced w i t h  

a p p a r e n t l y  s u p e r i o r  p o l i t i c a l  musc l e .  I n s t e a d ,  t hey hel d 

t h e i r  g r o u n d  by u s i n g  t he same a r r a y  of  l ega l  and i l l e g a l  

t a c t i c s  as t h e i r  r i v a l s .  T h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t he 

W e n t w o r t h  and D u n b a r  " f a c t i o n "  was mu t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l .  

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  of  Londonder r y  gave t he t ang l ed  

b o u n d a r y  p i c t u r e  a human e l ement ,  one t h a t  New Hampshi re 

l e a d e r s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t o u c h i n g  t o n e s  when a d d r e s s i n g  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  L o n d o n .  In t u r n ,  Por t smout h mer chant s ,  w i t h  

t h e  a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  of  New Hampshi re agent  John Thoml i nson,
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gave t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  never  have 

acqui r ed on t h e i r  own- -a s t r ong  vo i ce  i n London.

Ye t  b e n e a t h  the dus t y  c l oud  of  bor der  wa r f a r e ,  behi nd 

t h e  c l o a k  o f  f r i e n d l i n e s s  w i t h  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  i n 

P o r t s m o u t h ,  l a y  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  p r o b l e m s  and p o t e n t i a l  

d i s c o r d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t o wn  s e t t l e m e n t  and g r o w t h .  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  were t o d i s c o v e r  t h a t  not  a l l  of  

t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  l a y  w i t h o u t ;  t hey  coul d be t h e i r  own wor s t  

enemi  es as w e l 1.
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NOTES

1. P e t i t i o n  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  r e s i d e n t s ,  17 March 1729/ 30 , 
Bax t er  Ma n u s c r i p t s , 11: 18-19.

2. See B e l k n a p ,  Ne w- Ha mp s h i  r e , e s p e c i a l l y  1:  192-94,  
2 4 4 ;  2:  198,  250-62.  The most  r ecen t  h i s t o r y  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  
New H a m p s h i r e  i s  Jere R. D a n i e l l ' s  Co l on i a l  New Hampshi re:  
A H i s t o r y  ( M i l l w o o d ,  N . Y . :  KTO P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  Dani  el  1 
m e n t i o n s  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  b r i e f l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t he book,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e i r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n ,  t he l i n e n  t r a d e ,  and t h e i r  
Pr es  b y t e r i  a n i s m . Char l es  C l a r k ,  i n The East ern F r o n t i e r ,  
1 7 5 - 7 6 ,  189-90,  195-97,  206- 08,  227-28,  230,  and 257,  makes 
g o o d  u s e  o f  P a r k e r ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y . As a 
r e s u l t ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o t he s e t t l e me n t  of  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i s  g i v e n  a s l i g h t l y  more p r omi nent  
p l ace t han i n Bel knap.

3. Van D e v e n t e r ,  Eme r g e n c e  of  P r o v i n c i a l  New Hampsh i r e . 
7 2 - 7 5 ;  D a n i e l ! .  C o l o n i a l  New H a m p s h i r e ,  6 8 - 6 9 ,  77 ,  
133-34.

4. Van D e v e n t e r ,  Eme r g e n c e  o f  P r o v i n c i a l  New Hampsh i r e , 
7 5 - 7 6 ;  D a n i e l l ,  C o l o n i a l  New Hampshi r e , 134-35;  Jonat han 
S m i t h ,  " Th e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and New H a m p s h i r e  Bo u n d a r y  
C o n t r o v e r s y ,  1 6 9 3 - 1 7 4 0 , "  Pr oceedi ngs  of  t he Massachuset t s  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , 43 ( 1909 - 10 ) ,  77-88.

5. Akag i ,  Town P r o p r i e t o r s , 27.

6. NHSP, 2: 718.

7. T h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  now l o c a t e d  i n t h e  New 
Ha mp s h i r e  D i v i s i o n  of  Records Management  and Ar ch i ves  (N.H.  
S t a t e  A r c h i v e s ) .  Q u o t a t i o n s  are t aken f r om George Waldo 
B r o w n e ,  e d . ,  E a r l y  R e c o r d s  o f  Londonder r y ,  Windham,  and 
D e r r y ,  N . H . ,  1 7 1 9 - 1 7 6 2 ( M a n c h e s t e r ,  N. H.  : M a n c h e s t e r  
H i s t o r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 0 8 ) .  H e r e a f t e r  L o n d o n d e r r y  
R e c o r d s . T h i s  i s  Vo l ume 5 o f  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  H i s t o r i c  
A s s o c i a t i o n  C o l l e c t i o n s . Quo t a t i ons  i n t h i s  par agr aph are 
found i n Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 17.

8. Pa r ke r ,  Lo ndo nde r r y , 40.

9. • Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 2: 134.

10. B e l k n a p ,  N e w - H a m p s h i r e , 1: 193-94.  I t  i s i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o n o t e  t h a t  i n t he t own ' s  own account  of  t h e i r  Set t l ement -
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a t  N u t f i e l d ,  t h e y  do n o t  even  m e n t i o n  t h e  June 1719 
p e t i t i o n  t o Bost on.  Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 17-18.

11. B e c a u s e  t he  Mer r i mack d i ps  sout hward i n t he v i c i n i t y  of  
M e t h u e n ,  t h e r e  i s  a gap between t he boundary l i n e  c l a i med 
by M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and t h a t  c l a i med by New Hampshi re.  Par t s  
o f  N u t f i a l d  were s a f e l y  w i t h i n  New Hampshi re by e i t h e r  t he 
New H a m p s h i r e  o r  t h e  Mas s ac hus e t t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t he 
l i n e .

12. M a s s a c h u s e t t s  House J o u r n a l ,  2: 288- 89.  See a l s o ,  2: 
212.
13. L o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  i mp l y  t h a t  ho l de r s  o f  t he deed may have 
come f r o m " H a v e r h i l l ,  and i t s  v i c i n i t y , "  but  g i v e  no source 
f o r  t h i s  a s s u mp t i o n .  George Wi ngat e Chase,  The H i s t o r y  of  
H a v e r h i l l ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  Fr om I t s  F i r s t  Se t t l e me n t ,  i n 
16 40 , t o  t h e  Y e a r  1860 ( H a v e r h i l l ,  Mass. :  by t he a u t h o r ,  
1869 ) ,  297n ;• P a r k e r , Lo n d o n d e r r y . 58.

14. The t e x t  o f  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  p e t i t i o n  may be f ound i n 
Par ker ,  L o n d o n d e r r y , 53-54.  See a l so NHSP, 3: 754-65.

15. NHSP, 3: 764-65.

16. M a c G r e g o r  t o  Samuel  Shut e,  27 Febr uar y  1719/ 20,  f ound 
i n  B e l k n a p ,  N e w - H a m p s h i r e , 2:  2 6 0 - 6 2 ;  and NHSP, 3:  
770-71;  Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 18-19.

17. The 1629 W h e e l w r i g h t  deed has l ong been regar ded as a 
f o r g e r y ,  a l t hough Whee l wr i ght  d i d  o b t a i n  a deed f o r  much of  
New H a m p s h i r e  i n  1 6 3 8 .  F o r  an argument  i n f a v o r  o f  t he 
1629 deed,  as we l l  as a t r a n s c r i p t  of  t he deed,  whi ch would 
have been t h e  t e x t  r e a d  by M a c G r e g o r  and G r a v e s ,  see 
C h a r l e s  H. B e l l ,  The W h e e l w r i g h t  Deed o f  1629;  Was I t  
Spur i  ous? ( Cambr i dge,  Mass. :  John Wi l son and Son,  1876) .

18. B r o w n e ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  R e c o r d s , 1 8 - 2 0 ;  P a r k e r ,  
Londonde r r y , 46,  321-22.

19. M a c G r e g o r  t o  S h u t e ,  27 Febr uar y  1719/ 20,  i n Bel knap,  
New-Hampshi  r e , 2: 260-62.

20. H a v e r h i l l  was a l s o  b a d l y  d i v i d e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  per i od  
b e t w e e n  " c o m m o n e r s , "  or  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  and l a t e r  r e s i d e n t s .  
Fo r  an a c c o u n t  o f  H a v e r h i l l ' s  pr obl ems,  see Akag i ,  Town 
Pr opr i  e t o r s , 126-29.

21. On H a v e r h i l l ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  and t he f i f t h  d i v i s i o n ,  see 
Chase,  Ha v e r h i 11, 101-06,  254,  256.

22. The t r a d i t i o n  i s  t o l d  i n Par ker ,  L o n d o n d e r r y , 59.

23. Be l knap,  New-Hampshi re,  2: 261.
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24. T r a n s c r i b e d  i n  f u l l  i n  B e l k n a p ,  New - H a m p s h i r e , 2:
2 6 0 - 6 2 ; a n d  NH S P , 3 :  7 7 0 - 7 1 .  T h i s  l e t t e r ,  and
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o t he  " I r i s h , "  was quoted by 
S c o t c h - I r i s h  a p o l o g i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  See Chapt er  I I .

25. NHSP, 3: 777;  Pa r k e r ,  L o n d o n d e r r y , 327 .

26. Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 21-38.

27. J o h n  G o f f e ,  E s q .  ( 1 6 7 9 - 1 7 4 8 ) was E n g l i s h ,  n o t
S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  a l t h o u g h  he t h r e w  i n  h i s  l o t  w i t h  t h e
S c o t c h - I r i s h  a t  an e a r l y  da t e .  He i s  somet i mes conf used 
w i t h  h i s  s o n ,  C o l .  John G o f f e  ( 1 7 0 1 - 1 7 8 1 ) ,  who came t o 
L o n d o n d e r r y  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r ,  but  who l a t e r  moved t o nearby 
B e d f o r d .  The son,  i n t u r n ,  i s f r e q u e n t l y  conf used w i t h  h i s  
s o n ,  M a j o r  John G o f f e  ( 1 7 2 7 - 1 8 1 3 ) ,  a l so  of  Bedf or d .  See 
H i s t o r y  of  Bedf ord ( 1903) ,  931- 938.

28. T r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  may be f ound  i n Par ke r ,  
L o n d o n d e r r y , 3 2 2 - 2 6 ;  B r o w n e ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  R e c o r d s , 
3 8 - 4 3 .  See  a l s o  NHSP, 4:  2.  The t o w n ,  as f i n a l l y  
s u r v e y e d  i n 1742 by Wal t e r  B r y a n t ,  was an y t h i ng  but  squar e.  
See M i s c e l l a n e o u s  L o n d o n d e r r y  Town Recor ds ,  N.H.  S t a t e  
Archi  v e s .

29. NHSP, 2: 738.

30. Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 29.

31. Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 9:  110.

32. H e n r y  Newman t o  t h e  Board o f  Tr ade,  Febr uar y  1729/ 30.  
Copy i n Jonat han Warner  Papers,  NHHS.

33. Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 8:  14.

34. P e t i t i o n  o f  14 A u g u s t  1 7 2 3 ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  House 
J o u r  n a 1 , 5:  116.  See a l so t he  H a v e r h i l l  p e t i t i o n  of  A p r i l  
1729,  Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 8: 409.

35. C h a s e ,  H a v e r h i l l , 29 1 ;  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  House J o u r n a l , 
10:  1 9 3 - 9 4 .  I n 1 7 3 5 ,  one J o n a t h a n  Woodbury of  Methuen 
c o m p l a i n e d  o f  s i m i l a r  encroachment .  However ,  h i s  c l a i m t o 
t h e  l a n d  i n  ques t i on  was based upon an unr ecogni zed I nd i an  
deed o f  1 6 3 6 . The ho us e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i  ves q u i e t l y  and 
j u d i c i o u s l y  t a b l e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  House 
J o u r n a l , 13:  209.

36. Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 8:  130.

37. See,  f o r  exampl e,  NHSP, 4:  538.
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38. C S P , C S , 40 :  18 3.  The q u o t e  i s  f r o m  t h e  a b s t r a c t  
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House J o u r n a l , 15: 170-71.
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51. Massachuset t s  House J o u r n a l , 2: 318.
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t o  be o u t s i d e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  by any 
d e f i n i t i o n .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  were not  t he on l y  
ones  t o  s u f f e r  f rom f a u l t y  geogr aphy,  however .  In January 
1 7 2 3 / 2 4 ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  a u t h o r i z e d  a sur veyor  " t o  run t he 
t o wn s  s o u t h  l i n e  between us and H a v e r h i l l . "  H a v e r h i l l  was 
not  sout h of  N u t f i e l d .  Browne,  Londonder r y  Records,  48.
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Chapter  VI

N u t f i e l d  and Londonderry:

The Fo r ma t i ve  Years

When t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i r s t  came t o  N u t f i e l d  in A p r i l  

1719 ,  t h e y  e n t e r e d  one of  Hi s Ma j e s t y ' s  l e a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  

p r o v i n c e s .  M o s t  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  n i n e  t h o u s a n d  

i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e d  w i t h i n  a d i s t a n c e  of  t w e n t y - f i v e  mi l es  of  

t h e  s e a .  The m a j o r i t y  wer e  f a r me r s ,  a l t hough  about  f o u r  

h u n d r e d  " s e a f a r i n g  men"  w o r k e d  on t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  one 

h u n d r e d  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  and t w e n t y  m e r c h a n t  v e s s e l s . * 

E x p o r t s  i n c l u d e d  f i s h  t o Por t uga l  and I t a l y ,  t i mb e r  to t he 

West  I n d i e s  or  Madei r a ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  some naval  s t o r es  

t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  S i n c e  New Hampshi re manuf ac t ur ed 

v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g ,  i t  i mpor t ed a l most  a n y t h i n g - - w i n e  f r om 

M a d e i r a ,  l i n e n  and wool en c l o t h  f r om Engl and and I r e l a n d ,  

s a l t  f r om Por t uga l  and I t a l y ,  and f ood f r om c o l o n i e s  t o t he 

s o u t h .

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  New Hampshi re was a r oya l  c o l o ny  w i t h  an 

e l e c t e d  a s s e m b l y ,  an a p p o i n t e d  c o u n c i l ,  a n d ,  as a 

c o n s e q u e n c e  of  i t s  l ack  o f  i mpo r t anc e ,  a gover nor  " sha r ed"  

w i t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and New Hampshi r e  were r e s i d e n t s  of  Bost on 

who u s u a l l y  made an annual  t r i p  t o l i t t l e  New Hampshi re f o r  

t h e  s a k e  o f  f o r m a l i t y .  Mos t  e x e c u t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  were

-  2 2 0  -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  221 -

c a r r i e d  on by a l i e u t e n a n t  gover nor  r e s i d i n g  i n Por t smout h.  

T h i s  o f f i c i a l  was appo i n t ed  by t he crown and was,  at  l e a s t  

i n  t h e o r y ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  c h i e f  deput y  i n New Hampshi re.  

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  gov e r no r ,  c o u n c i l ,  and assembl y 

w a t c h e d  o v e r  a t i n y  p r o v i n c e  whose boundar i es  were p o o r l y  

d e f i n e d ,  whos e  i n t e r i o r  r eg i ons  were l a r g e l y  unexp l o r ed ,  

and who s e  e x i s t e n c e  as a s e p a r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  was 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d . ^

Ov e r  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  however ,  New Hampshi r e ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n  b e t t e r  t h a n  d o u b l e d .  I n  s p i t e  o f  I n d i a n  

t r o u b l e s  i n  t h e  1 7 2 0 ' s and a naggi ng boundary c o n t r o v e r s y  

w i t h  Massachuse t t s ,  New Hampshi re had gai ned new i mpor t ance 

i n t h e  e y e s  o f  B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l s  by 1 7 4 0 .  Whi l e most  

i n h a b i t a n t s  s t i l l  l i v e d  w i t h i n  a day  '"s w a l k  o f  t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  of  Por t smout h ,  t h i r t y - f o u r  new t ownshi ps  

had been gr ant ed i n t he p r o v i n c e ' s  i n t e r i o r .  Some of  t hese 

had been g r a n t e d  by Massachuset t s .  A f a v o r a b l e  s e t t l e me n t  

o f  t h e  b o u n d a r y  ques t i on  had p l aced t hese pl us p o r t i o n s  of  

a d o z e n  o r  so o t h e r  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o wn s  w i t h i n  New 

H a m p s h i r e .  D o m e s t i c  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  i nc r eased d r a m a t i c a l l y  

o v e r  t h i s  t we n t y - y e a r  p e r i o d ,  t he t i mbe r  economy t apped new 

m a r k e t s ,  and p r o v i n c i a l  f ar ms c r ea t ed  a gr owi ng s u r p l u s ,  as 

s e e n  by t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u mb e r s  o f  t own s t o r e s .  New 

H a m p s h i r e ' s  mos t  r a p i d  g r o w t h  t ook p l ace  i n t he "second 

t i e r "  o f  t o w n s h i p s  g r a n t e d  between 1720 and 1722 , and in 

t h e  t o w n s h i p s  g r a n t e d  by Ma s s a c h u s e t t s  i n t he Mer r i mack 

V a l l e y  a f t e r  1 7 2 6 .  I n 1 7 4 1 ,  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  2 3 , 0 0 0
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i n h a b i t a n t s  welcomed t h e i r  ver y  own gover nor  t o Por t smout h .  

To t h e  d e l i g h t  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i v i n g  i n t he second 

t i e r  t own  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t h e  new go v e r n o r  was Benni ng 

W e n t w o r t h ,  son o f  f o r mer  L t .  Gov. John Wentworth. ,  an a l l y  

d u r i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  H a v e r h i l l  and 

Massachuse t t s .

No a s p e c t  of  New Hampshi r e ' s  r a p i d  growt h between 1719 

and t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Benni ng Wentwor th was more s p e c t a c u l a r  

t h a n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  were 

a g g r e s s i v e  and p r o l i f i c .  Fr om a h a n d f u l  o f  s e t t l e r s ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  had become New Hampshi r e ' s  second l a r g e s t  t own.  

I t  had been d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  pa r i shes  and i t  had spawned 

new s e t t l e m e n t  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  of  Londonder r y  had d i s t r i b u t e d  l and ;  

b u i l t  r o a d s ,  b r i d g e s ,  and p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ;  c r ea t ed  a 

r e a s o n a b l y  e f f i c i e n t  town gover nment ;  and u s u a l l y  f ound t he 

means t o  pay t h e  t own m i n i s t e r  and o c c a s i o n a l  schoo l  

m a s t e r s .  Yet  success had not  come w i t h o u t  pr obl ems.  Asi de 

f r o m  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  i t s  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

n e i g h b o r s ,  i t  s t r u g g l e d  i n t e r n a l l y .  In t i me,  t he road t o 

P o r t s m o u t h  became wel l  known to t hose t a k i n g  p e t i t i o n s  and 

c o u r t  c a s e s  t o  a h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y .  By t he t i me Benni ng 

W e n t w o r t h  became g o v e r n o r  o f  New Hampsh i r e ,  j udges and 

p o l i t i c i a n s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  had been c a l l e d  in to 

sol ve a v a r i e t y  of  Londonder r y  pr obl ems.

Number s  t e l l  p a r t  of  t he s t o r y  o f  Londonder r y ' s  growt h 

and d e v e l o p m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  some of  the numbers are
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h a r d  t o  f i n d .  E x i s t i n g  r eco r ds  are i ncompl e t e  and p o s s i b l y  

u n r e l i a b l e .  P r i o r  t o  1767 ,  t h e r e  was no census t aken of  

e i t h e r  t he p r o v i n c e  or  t he t own.  Es t i mat es  can be de r i v e d  

f r o m  t a x  i n v o i c e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

r e l i a b l e ,  and t h e y  s t i l l  l eave t he pr obl em of  d e r i v i n g  a 

p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  f r o m  a l i s t  of  " t a x a b l e s . " ^  In o t h e r  

c a s e s ,  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a r r i v e d  at  t h e i r  own e s t i ma t es  of  

p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  a p p e a r  i n  p e t i t i o n s  and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s ,  where t hey  served as a 

b a s i s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t he  s t r e n g t h  of  t he m i l i t i a . ^  From 

t h e  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e

Londonder r y  ' s u n us ua l l y  r a p i d  gr owt h.

D e p e n d i n g  on t h e  s o u r c e ,  e i t h e r  s i x t e e n  or  t wen t y  

f a m i l i e s  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  a t  N u t f i e l d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f

1 7 1 9 . 5  They  we r e  soon j o i n e d  by o t h e r s ,  and by t he t i me 

t h e  s e t t l e r s  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  a t ownshi p  i n September  of  t h a t  

y e a r ,  t h e y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  n u mb e r s  as " a b o u t  s e v e n t y  

F a m i l i e s  & I n h a b i t a n t s . "  They al so c l a i med t h a t  t hey  were 

a b o u t  t o  be j o i n e d  by more f r om I r e l a n d ,  and t h a t  "many of  

t he peopl e of  New Engl and"  were j o i n i n g  them as we l l . ®

N u t f i e l d  r e m a i n e d  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  1722,  but  t he 

l a c k  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  f a i l e d  t o sl ow t he  communi t y ' s  g r owt h .  

I n a t o wn  p e t i t i o n ,  d a t e d  A p r i l  18 ,  1721,  t he s e t t l e r s

n o t e d  t h e y  we r e  " i n  a G r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n  hav i ng a l r e a d y  

E x c e e d e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  an d  s i x t y

s o u l s . . . . " 1 T h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  a l s o  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s .  There were 160 communi cants
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a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  conduct ed by James MacGregor  i n 1723;  a 

year  l a t e r ,  t he number was up t o 230. ^

As e a r l y  as 1 7 2 5 ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  had asked t h a t  

L o n d o n d e r r y  s t a r t  p a y i n g  i t s  shar e  o f  t he p r o v i n c e  t a x .  

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  t r i e d  t o  s t a l l  t he  a c t i o n ,  but  i n 1727,  

t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  p r e v a i l e d .  Wi t hou t  b e n e f i t  o f  i n v o i c e ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was a s s e s s e d  f o r  -L 4 0 .  9 T h i s  pr ompt ed t he 

t own t o  e l e c t  a commi t t ee  to p r epar e  an i n v o i c e  f o r  1728.  

The c o m m i t t e e  o f  John G o f f e ,  Esq.  and John Moor pr epar ed 

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  f i r s t  t a x  i n v o i c e  i n  De c e mb e r  1 7 2 7 ,  

s u b m i t t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n  March 1728.  The 

d o c u me n t  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n s  t h e  names and p r o p e r t y  of  

househol d heads,  but  t he names of  t r a n s i e n t s  as w e l l . ^

The Londonder r y  t ax  i n v o i c e  of  1728 l i s t s  162 names of  

h o u s e h o l d  h e a d s ,  w i t h  a count  of  190 p o l l s ,  or  t a x a b l e s - -  

d e f i n e d  as m a l e s ,  s i x t e e n  and o l d e r .  S i n c e  mo s t  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  ! s p r o p r i e t o r s  were a l r e a d y  l i v i n g  i n town at  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i t  i s  not  s u p r i s i n g  t o f i n d  t h e i r  names on 

t h e  i n v o i c e  o f  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r .  S e v e n t y - s i x  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  l i s t e d  on the 1728 i n v o i c e . ^  

T h a t  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r t y - o n e  of  t he t own ' s  o r i g i n a l  

117 p r o p r i e t o r s  e i t h e r  never  became r e s i d e n t s ,  or  s t ayed i n 

t own f o r  a v e r y  s h o r t  t i me .  However ,  at  l e a s t  t en of  t he 

" m i s s i n g "  p r o p r i e t o r s  were r epr esen t ed  i n t he 1728 i n v o i c e  

by w i d o w s  o r  sons.  Con s i d e r i n g  t h a t  at  l e a s t  s i x  names on 

t h e  l i s t  o f  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  were o f f i c i a l s  who had 

been g i v e n  s h a r e s  i n  t own  on a g r a t u i t o u s  b a s i s ,  t h a t
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l e a v e s  o n l y  about  t w e n t y - f i v e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  o r  21% 

o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  who a r e  u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n December 1727.  

Town r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  most  o f  t hese men l i v e d  i n town 

a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  L o n d o n d e r r y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d , b u t  f o r  

v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  had d e c i d e d  t o  move o n ,  l e a v i n g  t he 

r e m a i n i n g  p r o p r i e t o r s  t o cope w i t h  t he  pr obl em of  what  t o 

do about  t he  " d e l i n q u e n t "  p r o p r i e t o r s .

T h e  1 7 2 8  i n v o i c e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  

p r o p r i e t o r s  were not  on l y  we l l  r ep r esen t ed  among r e s i d e n t s  

i n  t o w n ,  b u t  w e r e  w e a l t h i e r  as a g r o u p  t h a n  t h e  

" n o n - c o m m o n e r s " - - t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  who d i d  n o t  h o l d  a 

p r o p r i e t a r y  s h a r e .  The average r ea l  e s t a t e  assessment  i n 

t own was fc2 7s.  per  househo l d ;  among p r o p r i e t o r s  i t  was t 3  

1 1 s . ,  among n o n -  c o mmo n e r s 4r 1 3 s .  T h i r t y - f i v e  o f  t he 

n o n - c o mmon e r  s had no r ea l  e s t a t e  wor t h assess i ng ;  at  l e a s t  

t e n  o f  t h e s e  men we r e  d e s i g n a t e d  by t he i n v o i c e  as bei ng 

t r a n s i e n t s  o r  s u f f e r i n g  f r om " i n f i r m i t y  of  body . "  Most  of  

t h e s e  t r a n s i e n t s  were " s t r a n g e r s  t h a t  come i n to t h i s  town 

t o  I n h a b i t  t h e  l a s t  f a l l  f r o m  I r e l a n d . "  The v o t e r s  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  dec i ded t o excuse them t e m p o r a r i l y  f r om hav i ng 

to pay a town t a x . * 2

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t he 1728 t ax  i n v e n t o r y  appears t o be a 

r e l i a b l e  d o c u m e n t .  Ye t  f i v e  mo n t h s  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t he 

i n v e n t o r y ,  G o f f e  and Moor  s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o t he house of

r e p r e s  e n t  a t i v e s  w h i c h  c a s t s  doubt s upon t h e i r  e f f o r t s  of
1 ?t h e  p r e v i o u s  D e c e m b e r . 10 A f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  peopl e f rom 

o t h e r  t owns,  Gof f e  and Moor r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t hey had p r obab l y
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" s e t  t o  h i g h  a v a l u a t i o n  upon our  e s t a t e s . "  I n a d d i t i o n ,  

G o f f e  and Moor  c l a i med t h a t  "a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number"  of  t he 

f a m i l i e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1728 i n v e n t o r y  no l onger  l i v e d  in 

t o w n .  T h i s  l a s t  p o i n t  was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e .  That  

same y e a r ,  when h o u s e h o l d  h e a d s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  s i g n  a 

r o u t i n e  o a t h  i n suppor t  o f  t he crown,  on l y  135 Londonder r y  

s i g n a t u r e s  a p p e a r e d  on t he do c u me n t . 14 Because of  t h e i r  

e r r o r s ,  G o f f e  and Moor  a s k e d  t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y  " no t  be 

r a i s e d  a b o v e  t h e  r ea l  va l ue a c c o r d i n g  t o what  o t h e r  towns 

are r a i s e d  i n t he p r o v i n c e . . . . "

T h e i r  p l e a  p r o b a b l y  went  unhear d,  f o r  based upon t he 

r e t u r n  o f  t own i n v e n t o r i e s ,  Londonder r y  was asked to pay a 

b i g g e r  s h a r e  of  t he p r o v i n c i a l  t ax  t han t he o l d e r  towns of  

Rye,  New C a s t l e ,  S t r a t h a m ,  and Newi ngt on.  L o n d o n d e r r y 1s 

s h a r e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  t ax  was not  on l y  h i ghe r  than t h a t  

o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  K i n g s t o n ,  but  t he o t h e r  second t i e r  towns of  

R o c h e s t e r ,  Not t i ngham,  B a r r i n g t o n ,  and Chest er  were excused 

f r o m  p a y i n g  a t a x  a l t o g e t h e r . 15 p u t  a n o t h e r  way ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was a s k e d  t o  pay  5. 8% o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  

p r o v i n c e  t a x .  Si nce t he 1728 i n v e n t o r i e s  f r om o t h e r  towns 

have n o t  s u r v i v e d ,  and no t a l l y  f o r  t he  p r ov i nc e  i s known 

t o  e x i s t ,  i t  i s  i mp o s s i b l e  to say f o r  sure i f  t h i s  i s  t oo 

h i g h .  Y e t  e s t i m a t e s  p u t  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  at  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  t h o u s a n d . 16 Even i f  Londonde r r y ' s  162 

h o u s e h o l d  heads were assumed to r e p r e s e n t  f a m i l i e s  of  f o u r  

p e o p l e  ( t h e  r a t i o - o f  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t o t a x a b l e s  would 

a c t u a l l y  be l e s s  t han f o u r - t o - o n e  i n a f r o n t i e r  communi t y
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c o n t a i n i n g  a n u m b e r  o f  t r a n s i e n t s ) ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n  woul d be 648,  or  r o ugh l y  6.5% of  t he p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  New H a m p s h i r e .  The t o w n ' s  p o r t i o n  of  t he t ax shoul d 

have been l e s s ,  n o t  mo r e ,  t h a n  t h i s  f i g u r e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  

L o n d o n d e r  r y  ' s f a r m s  we r e  a l l  l ess  than t en year  o l d ,  and 

t h e  t o w n ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  we r e  on l y  beg i nn i ng  t o 

a c q u i r e  l i v e s t o c k .  Si nce assessed val ue of  f arms was based 

upon i m p r o v e d  a c r e a g e ,  i ncome,  and numbers of  l i v e s t o c k ,  

L o ndon d e r r y ' s f a r m s  w o u l d  have been r e l a t i v e l y  poor .  In 

s h o r t ,  G o f f e  and Moor were j u s t i f i e d  i n t he f e a r s .  Th e i r  

h o n e s t y ,  o r  p e r h a p s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  me an t  t h a t  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was asked to pay a d i s p r o p o r t i n a t e  share of  t he 

p r ov i nce  t ax  i n 1728.

I n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m m o d s  r, e t h e  r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t he o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  Londonder r y  had to 

s u r v e y  and d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  l a n d  i n  a way t h a t  p l e a s e d  

e v e r y o n e .  T h a t  p r o v e d  to- be v i r t u a l l y  i mp o s s i b l e .  At  

l e a s t  t wo d i v i s i o n s  o f  l a n d ,  as w e l l  as a s u r v e y  and 

a l l o t m e n t  o f  meadows t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  Londonder r y  was 

i n c o r p o r a t e d .  I n  t h e o r y ,  eac h  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  would be a 

p r o p r i e t o r  and w o u l d  r e c e i v e  a s i x t y - a c r e  house l o t ,  a 

p i e c e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  meadow l and ,  and equal  r i g h t s  i n regar d 

t o  common and u n d i v i d e d  l a n d s .  Should anyone r e c e i v e  a 

v e r y  poor  pi ece of  l and,  t he town commi t t ee mi ght  g i ve them 

a n o t h e r ,  " e q u i v a l e n t "  p i ece of  l and .  A d d i t i o n a l  l ands were 

g i v e n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y  s e t t l e r s ,  t o r e s i d e n t s  who had 

p e r f o r m e d  s e r v i c e s  as " a g e n t s "  of  t he town,  t o p o l i t i c a l
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l e a d e r s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  and t o  t h o s e  who w o u l d  b u i l d  

s a w m i l l s  and g r i s t m i l l s .  In a l l ,  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  made at  

l e a s t  f o u r  g e n e r a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  l a n d  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  

a l t h o u g h  when t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  v o t e d  to make t he f o u r t h  

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i r t y - a c r e  l o t s  i n 1733,  t hey  were not  sur e i f  

t h e r e  was en o u g h  common l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g i v e  each  

p r o p r i e t o r  h i s  f a i r  s h a r e . ^

I n  a l l ,  a p r o p r i e t o r  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  180 acr es o f  l and t h r ough  t he f o u r  d i v i s i o n s ,  

and t.h i s w o u l d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a c o u p l e  of  smal l  g r an t s  of  

meadow l a n d .  P r o p r i e t o r s  were expect ed to i mprove each of  

t h e s e  p i e c e s  o f  p r o p e r t y .  I n t h e  c a s e  of  t hose second 

d i v i s i o n  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e d  H a v e r h i l l  Peak,  

p r o p r i e t o r s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o have an ac t ua l  homestead on 

t h e i r  l o t s  t o  s e r v e  as a d e t e r r e n t  t o " e n c r o a c h e r s " f rom 

H a v e r h i l l .  P r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  be 

a g g r e s s i v e  a b o u t  h a r v e s t i n g  hay  in t h e i r  meadowlands i n 

o r d e r  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  f a r m e r s  f r om Duns t ab l e  and H a v e r h i l l  

f r o m  t a k i n g  t he much-needed c r op .  Si nce i t  was i mpo s s i b l e  

f o r  p r o p r i e t o r s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a l l  o f  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  

s c a t t e r e d  l o t s  and meadows,  t hey began s e l l i n g  or  l e a s i n g  

some o f  t h e i r  l o t s  a l most  as soon as t hey  got  them.  Town 

l e a d e r s  f a v o r e d  t h e s e  s a l e s  and l e a s e s .  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  o f  good s t an d i ng  a r r i v e d  i n Londonder r y  du r i ng  

t h e  y e a r s  o f  e a r l y  s e t t l e me n t  i n search of  good f ar m l and.  

Upon p u r c h a s i n g l a n d  f r om one of  t he o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  

t hey j o i n e d  t he gr owi ng ranks of  non-commoners i n t own. ^®
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The g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  l o t s  i s  

c o m p l e x ,  t o  say  t h e  l e a s t .  By 1 7 3 8 ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  had been d i v i d e d  i n t o  a number of  r ecogn i zed  

' ' r a n g e s , "  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  bear  much resembl ance t o 

r e c o g n i z e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o r  " q u a r t e r s "  of  t o w n . ^  The 

f i r s t  t w e n t y  f a m i l i e s  i n  t o wn  l a i d  out  t h e i r  s i x t y - a c r e  

l o t s  i n  " D o u b l e  Range. "  The i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  were r ough l y  

t h i r t y  r ods wi de and 320 rods l ong,  and t hey  ran bot h no r t h  

and s o u t h  f r o m  t h e  b a n k s  o f  an i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  l i t t l e  

s t r e a m  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  named West - Runni ng B r o o k - - i mmo r t a l i z e d  

two c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  by Rober t  F r o s t :

Fr ed,  where i s  no r t h?
Nor t h? Nor t h i s  here my l ov e .

The brook runs wes t .
West -Runni ng Brook t hen c a l l  i t .

(West - Runni ng Brook men c a l l  i t  t o t h i s  d a y . )

I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  t hough t  

t h e  Doub l e  Range t o be somewhere near  t he geogr aph i c  c e n t e r  

o f  t h e  p o o r 1y - d e f i n e d  t o w n s h i p  of  N u t f i e l d .  They b u i l t  

t h e i r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  at  t he  n o r t h e r n  end o f  one of  t he l o t s .  

I t  i s  a l so  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

o f  l o t s  was f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  c r e a t i n g  a v i l l a g e ,  or  in

t h e  w o r d s  o f  t own  h i s t o r i a n  Edwar d  P a r k e r ,  f o r  " t h e
0 1

a d v a n t a g e  o f  n e a r  n e i g h b orhood . " 61 Yet  t he Doubl e Range 

i s  c u r i o u s  b e c a u s e  t h e  house l o t s  f r o n t e d  an unnav i gab l e  

s t r e a m  r a t h e r  t h a n  a r o a d - - t h e  mor e  common New Engl and 

p r a c t i c e .  The c h o i c e  was n o t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy one 

e i t h e r ,  f o r  i n o r der  t o connect  the v a r i o u s  house l o t s ,  t he
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s e t t l e r s  we r e  f o r c e d  t o  b u i l d  two r oads ,  one al ong each 

s i de of  West -Runni ng Brook.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  s u r v e y i n g  t he Doubl e Range,  t he f i r s t  

s e t t l e r s  began s u r v ey i ng  a d d i t i o n a l  l o t s .  The town r ec o r ds  

r e f e r  t o  " o n e  hundred and f i v e  l o t t s "  as e a r l y  as December 

17 19 ,  and p r o p r i e t o r s  r e c o r d s  d e s c r i be  a number of  l o t s  

b e i n g  g r a n t e d  i n  1720.  These s i x t y - a c r e  l o t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  

t h e  f i r s t  d i v i s i o n .  I n  t h e  summer o f  1721,  t he s e t t l e r s  

began  t o  make t h e i r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  second d i v i s i o n .  These 

l o t s ,  a v e r a g i n g  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  a c r e s  e a c h ,  we r e  made 

t h r o u g h o u t  t o w n ,  b u t  many we r e  made i n t he n o r t h e a s t e r n  

p a r t  o f  t own  i n  H a v e r h i l l  Pe a k . 22 In a d d i t i o n ,  t he f i r s t  

s e t t l e r s ,  who somet i mes s t y l e d  t hemsel ves  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  had 

l a i d  o u t  two d i v i s i o n s  o f  meadows.  By t he t i me Londonder r y  

was i n c o r p o r a t e d  , a v a r i e t y  of  ranges were a l r e ad y  on t he 

map,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  D o u b l e  Range n e a r  t h e  meet i nghouse 

( 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s ) ;  t h e  E n g l i s h  Range near  Beaver  Pond ( 1 , 300 

a c r e s ) ;  Ai kens Range,  l oca t ed  no r t hwes t  of  t he Double Range 

( 5 0 0  a c r e s ) ;  E a y e r s  Ran ge ,  a b u t t i n g  Ai kens Range on t he 

we s t  (650 a c r e s ) ;  and t he Three Quar t e r  Mi l e  Range,  l oca t ed  

i n  H a v e r h i l l  Peak ( 7 0 0  a c r e s ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  dozens of  

o t h e r  l o t s ,  u s u a l l y  t o t a l l i n g  f o r t y  t o s i x t y  acres i n s i z e ,  

had been l a i d  out  around t own.  Al t hough l and t r a n s a c t i o n s  

a r e  p o o r l y  r ecor ded t h r oughou t  t he town r e c o r d s ,  i t  appears 

t h a t  w e l l  o v e r  s i x  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  had been 

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  became 

o f f i c i a l l y  r ecogn i zed  as such i n t he c h a r t e r  of  June 1722.
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Much o f  t h i s  l a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  

d i v i s i o n ,  was g i v e n  o u t  j u s t  t h r e e  mo n t h s  p r i o r  t o  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n .

The o u t c o m e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r ap i d  l and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

was a t o wn  t h a t  l a c k e d  any  k i n d  o f  c e n t e r  o r  p l a n . ^ 3  

Mos t  o f  t h e  l o t s  g i v e n  o u t  a t  f i r s t  were l oc a t ed  i n t he 

e a s t e r n  h a l f  of  town.  The meet i nghouse was we l l  p o s i t i o n e d  

t o  s e r v e  t h i s  " o l d e r "  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  Yet  by t he 1730 ' s ,  

t h e  c e n t e r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  began t o  s h i f t  t o w a r d  t h e  

M e r r i m a c k  as l a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t o wn  was 

d i s t r i b u t e d  and s e t t l e d .  Some of  t he l ea d i ng  p r o p r i e t o r s  

t o o k  up r e s i d e n c e  w e s t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e a s t / w e s t  

d i v i d i n g  l i n e ,  Beaver  Brook,  and in t i me ,  t hey j o i n e d  wi t h  

p r o p r i e t o r s  and non-commoners l i v i n g  near  t he Mer r i mack to 

ask f o r  a meet i nghouse of  t h e i r  own.

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l and i n Londonder r y  had s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  as w e l l .  The f i r s t  o f  many d i s p u t e s  

o v e r  l a n d  came i n  1720.  When t he town commi t t ee vot ed to 

g i v e  e x t r a  l o t s  of  l and t o t he o r i g i n a l  t went y  s e t t l e r s ,  a 

m a j o r i t y  o r  v o t e r s  a t  t h e  n e x t  town meet i ng " man i f es t ed  

t h e i r  D i s p l e a s u r e "  by v o t i n g  t he commi t t ee out  of  o f f i c e  

and a p p e a l i n g  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h . ^ 4 I n s t e a d ,  t he ma t t e r  was app a r e n t l y  s e t t l e d  

by John W e n t w o r t h  when he v i s i t e d  N u t f i e l d  t h r e e  months 

l a t e r .

Ov e r  t h e  n e x t  t wo y e a r s ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  began to 

b r e a k  down i n t o  two opposi ng camps.  The m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  was
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l ed  by James G r e g g ,  s u r veyor  David C a r g i l l ,  Janies McKeen, 

John Mc Mu r p h y ,  A l e x a n d e r  T o d d ,  and Rober t  Soyes.  They 

a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  had t he b l e s s i n g  of  McKeen' s b r o t h e r = i n -  

l a w ,  t h e  Rever end James MacGregor .  The m i n o r i t y  p a r t y  was 

l e d  by John G o f f e ,  Samuel  Graves,  Rober t  Wear,  John Bar r ,  

and W i l l i a m  Humphr ey .  When t he m i n o r i t y  p a r t y  a p p a r e n t l y  

t o o k  o v e r  a town meet i ng i n J u l y  1722,  t hey had James Gregg 

d i s m i s s e d  as a s e l e c t m a n  and appoi n t ed some of  t h e i r  own 

m e m b e r s  t o  be a c o m m i t t e e  t o  l a y  o u t  new l o t s .  The 

m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  r e c o v e r e d ,  and c l e r k  John McMurphy s i mp l y  

n o t e d  i n  t h e  t own r e c o r d s  t h a t  t he meet i ng of  Ju l y  9 was 

"whol ey vo i d . " 2^

I n  1 7 2 7 ,  t h i r t y - o n e  Londonder r y  p r o p r i e t o r s  l odged a 

f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

l a y i n g  o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  second d i v i s i o n .  Accor d i ng t o the 

c o m p l a i n t ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e '  had e x c e e d e d  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  by 

g r a n t i n g  " ve r y  g r ea t  t r a c t s  of  l ands t o t hemsel ves Con t r a r y  

t o  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  t own and t o  t h e i r  b e n e f i t . " 2® The 

m i n o r i t y  g r oup  next  p e t i t i o n e d  t he l i e u t e n a n t  gover nor  and 

g e n e r a l  c o u r t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  and a r b i t r a r y  

p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  g r o u p  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  was 

r e s u l t i n g  i n  c h a o s  i n  Londonder r y :  "so a p r o p r i e t o r  t h a t  

t h i s  Day had a p a r t  I n t e r e s t  t h r o  o u t  t h e  whol e t own,  

t o m o r r o w  has n o t  h a l f  t he I n t e r e s t  & t he next  Day r ega i ns  

h i s  s a i d  Ri ght s  & I n t e r e s t  & t he day f o l l o w i n g  i s  s t r i p t  of  

t h e  same & a l l  t h i s  done w i t h o u t  any act  of  h i s  own but  a 

m a j o r i t y  Vo t e  P r e t e n d e d  1,27 The p e t i t i o n  was f o l l o we d

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  2 3 3  -

a y e a r  l a t e r  by a s i m i l a r  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  m i n o r i t y  

f a c t i o n  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s .  They c l a i med t h a t  " t h e  Maj or  p a r t  

o f  s a i d  P r o p r i e t o r s  [ h a d ]  t aken t h e i r  cho i ce  of  t he l and 

and a l s o  V o t e d  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  Lar ge T r a c t s  f o r  Amendments

and p a s t  s e v e r a l l  o t h e r  V o t e s  t o  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  o f  t he

? 8r e s t . " 60 T h e r e  was appar ent  m e r i t  t o t h e i r  p e t i t i o n ,  f o r  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  a g r e e d  t o  g r an t  t he t we l ve  

p e t i t i o n e r s  a l m o s t  s i x  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d . ^ 9  The 

s t r e n g t h  o f  t hese comp l a i n t s  a l most  br ought  town government  

t o .  a s t a n d s t i l l  i n  1 7 2 7 .  B i t t e r  p r o t e s t  c o n t i n u e d ;  i n a 

m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  May 1 7 28 ,  no l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  o f f i c i a l  

c o m p l a i n t s  concer n i ng  l and p o l i c y  were r ecor ded i n t he town 

r e c o r d s . ^

One o f  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t hese e a r l y  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  was t h e  l o s s  o f  some of  L o n d o n d e r r y 1 s most  

p r o m i s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s .  The t wo  l e a d i n g  Eng l i sh  

p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  became 

d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  t he b i c k e r i n g .  Samuel  Graves,  a n a t i v e  

o f  A n d o v e r ,  had been one o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  t w e n t y  

s e t t l e r s ;  he had gone t o  Ma i n e  w i t h  James MacGregor  t o 

p u r c h a s e  N u t f i e l d  f rom John Whee l wr i gh t ;  and he had b u i l t  

t h e  f i r s t  s a w m i l l  i n  t o w n .  He served on t he f i r s t  town 

c o m m i t t e e  i n  1 7 1 9 ,  was a r e g u l a r  c h o i c e  f o r  sel ect man 

t h r o u g h  1 7 27 ,  and accor d i ng  to t he 1728 t ax  i n v e n t o r y ,  was 

one o f  t h e  t e n  w e a l t h i e s t  men i n  t own  t h a t  yea r .  Yet  

G r a v e s  was a member  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  f a c t i o n  o f  t own 

p r o p r i e t o r s ,  and ac c o r d i ng  to h i s  own p e t i t i o n  to t he New
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H a m p s h i r e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t ,  he was b o t h  a p r o p r i e t o r  and 

r e s i d e n t  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  K i n g s t o n  by 1731,  l i v i n g  i n t he 

w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t o wn  ( p r e s e n t  Hampst ead) .  In t h a t  y e a r ,  

and a g a i n  i n  1 7 3 4 ,  he p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  gener al  c o u r t  f o r  

r e l i e f  f r o m  H a v e r h i l l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who c l a i m e d  t h a t  

K i n g s t o n ' s  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  we r e  p a r t  o f  H a v e r h i l l  

P e a k . J i  The move t o  K i n g s t o n ,  a town s e t t l e d  by Hampton,  

New Hampsh i r e ,  peop l e ,  i s s i g n i f i c a n t  i n Gr aves '  case.  His 

w i f e ,  a Hamp t on  woman by b i r t h  and u p b r i n g i n g ,  woul d have 

been among f r i e n d s  and ne i ghbor s  i n K i n g s t o n - - a n d  away f r om 

t h e  f r a c t i o u s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  Londonder r y .  Between 1734 

and 1 7 4 0 ,  G r a v e  seems t o  hav e  r e t u r n e d ,  a t  l e a s t  on a 

p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s ,  to Londonder r y .  F o l l o w i n g  t he c o n c l u s i o n  

o f  t h e  New H amp s h i r e-M a s s a c h u s e t t s  boundary c o n t r o v e r s y ,  

Gr a v e s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  f r o m  Londonde r r y ,  

a s k i n g  f o r  " a T r a c t  o f  l a n d  o r  o t h e r  a l l owance f o r  h i s  

g r e a t  E x p e n c e  & I mpr i sonment  occas i oned by t he Con t r ove r sy  

b e t w e e n  t h e  P r o v i n c e s . " 32 He n e v e r  a g a i n  assumed hi s  

f o r m e r  p o s i t i o n  i n Londonder r y  town p o l i t i c s ,  however ,  and 

i n  1 7 4 2 ,  he l e f t  Londonder r y ,  sol d h i s  Ki ngs t on  homestead,  

and moved t o H a v e r h i l l ,  where he di ed in 1 7 4 7 . 33

The l o s s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  John Go f f e ,  Esq.  was an 

even g r e a t e r  b l o w  t o  L o n d o n d e r r y .  Both John Go f f e ,  Esq.  

an d  J o h n  G o f f e ,  J r .  w e r e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y .  The f a t h e r ,  somet i mes s t y l e d  " S q u i r e , "  came 

t o  N u t f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n  

1 7 1 9 . 3 ^ He became t he f i r s t  town c l e r k  t h a t  yea r  and was
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e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t own c o m m i t t e e .  T h r o u g h o u t ,  t he 

1 7 2 0 ' s ,  he h e l d  a n u mb e r  o f  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t cwn and was 

e l ec t ed  t o r e p r e s e n t  Londonder r y  i n t he l e g i s l a t u r e .

I n t h e  me a n t i me ,  G o f f e ' s  son and s o n - i n - l a w ,  Benj ami n 

K i d d e r - - a 1 so a p r o p r i e t o r  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y - - a 1 ong w i t h  

a n o t h e r  s o n - i n - l a w ,  Edward L i n g f i e l d ,  began t o c l e a r  l and 

n e a r  t h e  mou t h  o f  Cohas  Brook,  j u s t  beyond t he bounds o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y .  The t h r e e  young men a l l  s u r v i v e d  Capt .  John 

L o v e w e l l ' s  i l l - f a t e d  e x p e d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t he East er n I nd i ans  

i n  1725 ,  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  K i dde r  and L i n g f i e l d  moved 

p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  " Co h a s . "  They were soon t o be f o l l o we d  by 

the two John G o f f e s - - f i r s t  t he  son,  t hen t he f a t h e r . 36

L i k e  Samuel  G r a v e s ,  John Gof f e ,  Esq.  had f a l l e n  i n t o  

t h e  . m i n o r i t y  f a c t i o n  of  p r o p r i e t o r s  by t he mi d - 172 0 ' s .  Hi s 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  does not  seem t o 

have i m m e d i a t e l y  d i m i n i s h e d  h i s  s o c i a l  s t an d i ng  i n t he  

c o m mu n i t y .  He r epr esen t ed  t he town i n t he gener al  c o u r t  i n 

17 2 9 ;  t h a t  same year  he went  t o t he s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  i n Salem 

t o  d e f e n d  t wo L o n d o n d e r r y  f a r mer s  a g a i n s t  charges made by 

H a v e r h i l l  p r o p r i e t o r s . 36 Yet  Gof f e  had a p p a r e n t l y  al ways 

been d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h i s  home l o t  i n Londonder r y .  The 

t own had g i v e n  h i m a d d i t i o n a l  l and because of  h i s  e a r l y

e f f o r t s  t o  w i n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  but  t h i s  l and was as bad i f

n o t  w o r s e  t h a n  h i s  home l o t ,  be i ng l oca t ed  in t he "most

b a r r e n  p a r t "  of  t own,  and i n 1728,  t he general  c o u r t  f o r c ed

L o n d o n d e r r y  o f f i c i a l s  t o g i ve  Gof f e and t h r ee  o t he r s  l ands
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" o f  a M i d d l i n g  q u a l i t y  ( i e )  Ne i t h e r  of  t he best  or  wor s t  

but  midway between b o t h . " ^

G o f f e  e n c o u n t e r e d  mor e  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t he

m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1 7 3 0 ,  when hi s  son t r i e d  to

r e c o v e r  a p i e c e  o f  l a n d  i n  town t h a t  he c l ai med had been

g r a n t e d  t o  h i m some t i me b e f o r e .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  express

i g n o r a n c e  o f  any such  g r a n t .  However ,  when t hey  checked

t h e  t own r e c o r d s ,  t hey a p p a r e n t l y  f ound t he g r a n t - - w r i t t e n

i n  t h e  hand o f  John Gof f e ,  Esq.  when t he f a t h e r  was s e r v i n g

as t own  c l e r k .  At  a March 1731 town meet i ng,  a commi t t ee

was c h o s e n  " t o  p r o s e c u t e  Capt a i n John Gof f e f o r  Recor di ng

l a n d  t o  h i ms e l f  when he was Town Cl er k  t h a t  he ought  not  t o

3 8have d o n e . . . . " 00 S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  accused 

G o f f e  o f  g r a n t i n g  l a n d s  t o  h i s  son i n  an una u t h o r i z e d

ma n n e r .  John  G o f f e ,  S r . ,  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  both t he poor  

q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  L o n d o n d e r r y  f a r m  and t he a t t i t u d e  of  h i s  

f e l l o w  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  l e f t  town and spent  t he remai nder  of  

h i s  l i f e  l i v i n g  w i t h  f a m i l y  members al ong Cohas Brook.  The 

p r o p r i e t o r s  gave  up on t he f a t h e r .  I ns t ead ,  t hey dec i ded 

t o make no f u r t h e r  g r a n t s  of  l and t o John Gof f e ,  J r . ,  i n 

s p i t e  of  h i s  p r o p r i e t a r y  s t a t u s .

The y ounge r  John Gof f e dec i ded to t ake t he p r o p r i e t o r s  

t o c o u r t .  The c a s e  d r a g g e d  on f o r  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s ,  and 

b e f o r e  i t  was s e t t l e d ,  t he i n f e r i o r  c o u r t  of  common p l eas ,  

t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  t he gover nor  and c o u n c i l ,  and t he house 

of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  had a l l  g o t t e n  i n t o  t he a c t .  A f t e r  

s e v e r a l  t w i s t s  and t u r n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he l oss of  c e r t a i n
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v i t a l  d o c u m e n t s  i n  a f i r e ,  t he c o u r t s  dec i ded i n f a v o r  of  

John G o f f e ,  J r .  I n  1 7 38 , t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  agreed t o set  

a s i d e  a l o t  f o r  G o f f e ,  a l t h o u g h  by t h a t  t i m e ,  Go f f e ' s  

i n t e r e s t s  were i n Souhegan East ,  on t he wes t er n s i de  of  t he 

M e r r i m a c k ,  w h i l e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  were f a c i n g  t he p o s s i b l e  

l o s s  o f  t he e n t i r e  wes t er n  h a l f  of  town i n a move t o set  up 

a new p a r i s h . ^

T h e r e  w e r e  t wo  l a s t i n g  r e s u l t s  of  t he d i f f i c u l t i e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  G o f f e s  and t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  F i r s t ,  t he town 

l o s t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t wo o f  i t s  mo s t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  

p r o p r i e t o r s .  Se c o n d ,  beg i nn i ng  i n 1732 , t he town dec i ded 

t o  e l e c t  a c o m m i t t e e  each  y e a r  f o r  t h e  so l e  purpose of  

de f end i ng  t he town p r o p r i e t o r s  ag a i ns t  l a w s u i t s . ^

Of  c o u r s e  t h e r e  was more t o L o n d o n d e r r y 1s devel opment  

t h a n  t h e  c r u c i a l  ma t t e r  of  d i s t r i b u t i n g  l and .  The t own ' s  

economy  a l s o  d e p e n d e d  upon t he c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  s a wmi l l s ,  

g r i s t m i l l s ,  h i g h w a y s ,  and b r i d g e s .  The s e t t l e r s  had not  

been i n  N u t f i e l d  more t han two months when t hey  c o n t r a c t e d  

w i t h  f o u r  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  - - S amuel  Graves,  Rober t  Boyes,  

J o s e p h  S i m o n d s ,  and James G r e g g - - t o  b u i l d  a sawmi l l  on 

B e a v e r  Brook.  In a d d i t i o n ,  James Gregg had f u l l  p r i v i l e g e s  

on t h e  s t r e a m  t o  b u i l d  a g r i s t  m i l l .  Ear l y  i n 1721,  t he 

t own r e s p o n d e d  to a p e t i t i o n  by s i x  p r o p r i e t o r s  want i ng  to 

b u i l d  a n o t h e r  s a w m i l l  on A i k e n ' s  Brook,  wh i ch ,  i t s  name 

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t he Eayers Range,  not  t he 

A i k e n s  Ra n ge .  The town commi t t ee ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  i t  was 

" t o  t h e  p u b l i c k  good of  t h i s  town to have more s a w mi l l s , "
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g r a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  wh a t  became known as Wi l s o n ' s  M i l l ,  

l o c a t e d  a l i t t l e  o v e r  t wo mi l es  west  o f  t he t own ' s  f i r s t  

s a w m i l l . 4  ̂ By 1 7 2 8 ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r ,  D a v i d  C a r g i l l ,  a 

t o w n  p r o p r i e t o r ,  h a d  b u i l t  a f u l l i n g  m i l l  i n  t h e  

n o r t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t own;  two year s  l a t e r  t he  town put  

t h e  r i g h t s  t o  Cohas  B r o o k ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t he no r t hwe s t e r n  

c o r n e r  o f  t o w n ,  up f o r  b i d . 42 A n u mb e r  o f  o t h e r  

u n i d e n t i f i e d  s a w m i l l s  and g r i s t m i l l s  a r e  ment i oned i n 

v a r i o u s  con t empor ar y  document s,  a l t hough  l i t t l e  i s  known of  

any o f  t h e  t o wn ' s  m i l l s .  As seen i n one case,  however ,  i t  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  L o n d o n d e r  r  y ' s p r o p r i e t o r s  somet i mes pl aced 

p r o t e c t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  upon m i l l s  when g r a n t i n g  s i t e s .  When 

B e n j a m i n  Wi l s o n  was g i ven pe r mi ss i on  by t he p r o p r i e t o r s  t o 

b u i l d  a g r i s t  mi-11 i n 1730,  he had to agree to " no t  de t a i n  

any p r o p r i e t o r  t h a t  Comes to sai d mi ' l l  any Longer  than t he 

Cor n t h a t  i s  o r  may be i n  t h e  Hopper  at  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  

En t e r i ng  t he m i l l  i s  Ground o u t . . . . " 42

One o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r a p i d l y  

g r o w i n g  and w i d e l y  d i spe r sed  p o p u l a t i o n  was t he need f o r  an 

i n t r i c a t e  sys t em of  roads and b r i dges  t h r o u g h o u t  t own.  In 

r e c o g n i t i o n  of  t h i s  f a c t ,  L t .  Gov.  Went wor t h a u t h o r i z e d  t he 

s t i l l  u n r e c o g n i z e d  s e t t l e m e n t  of  N u t f i e l d  i n 1720 to l ay  

out  " h i ghways"  of  a l e a s t  f o u r  rods w i d t h . 44

At  f i r s t ,  r o ad  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  l a y o u t ,  and mai nt enance 

was h a n d l e d  a t  t h e  t own  l e v e l  and d i s c u s s e d  a t  t own  

m e e t i n g .  As t h e  t own grew,  however ,  t he  road net work was 

d i v i d e d  by n e i g h b o r h o o d .  " H i g h w a y s "  s u p p l a n t e d  l and
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d i s t r i b u t i o n  as t h e  c r u c i a l  i s s u e  i n town p o l i t i c s .  The 

t own e l e c t e d  o n l y  s i x  sur veyor s  of  t he hi ghways i n 1722;  i n 

17 4 2 ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  e l e c t e d  e i g h t  sur veyor s  f o r  t he roads 

e a s t  o f  B e a v e r  B r o o k  and el even su r veyo r s  f o r  t he  west er n

p a r t  o f  t o w n . ^  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o r  so of

s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  t own  p o l i c y  on hi ghways was t o  r e i mbur se  

l a n d o w n e r s  f o r  l a n d s  t a k e n  away by a new town road.  The

t own woul d a l so  pay a l l  or  some o f  t he cos t s  of  f e n c i n g  t he

new r o a d .  H o w e v e r ,  by 1 7 40 , t h i s  was g e t t i n g  t o o  

e x p e n s i v e .  The town dec i ded t o - p a y  f o r  no more f en c es ,  and 

f a r m e r s  wh o s e  l a n d  was c r o s s e d  by a new r oad  woul d be 

re i mbur sed i n r a r e  cases o n l y . 4 ^

As e a r l y  as 1726,  Lo ndo nde r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

• o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  need t o reach market s i n o t h e r  

t o w n s .  A c o m m i t t e e  was  c h o s e n  t h a t  y e a r  t o  l i n k  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  e x i s t i n g  r o a d  s y s t e m  t o  t h a t  o f  i t s  

n e i g h b o r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t he t own ' s  p r i mar y  concer n ,  as s t a t ed  

i n  i t s  t own  r e c o r d s ,  was to run good roads to market s i n 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i mpo r t a n t  to have a 

good hi ghway " f r om our  s e t t l e me n t  t o Boston by t he m a j o r i t y  

o f  o u r  t o w n . . . . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he town s i gned t e n - y e a r  

c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t wo men i n  1738 t o  " k e e p  up t wo Good 

s o f i s i a n t  B r i d g e s "  o v e r  Cohas B r o o k  so t h a t  r o a d s  to 

A m o s k e a g  F a l l s  w o u l d  r e m a i n  o p e n . 47 A c c o r d i n g  t o  

t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  ma i n  h i g h wa y  between t he meet i nghouse and 

Amoskeag  F a l l s  was l o c a t e d  by a r a t h e r  i ngen i ous  method.  

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  b u i l t  a huge b o n f i r e  at  t he f a l l s ,  and
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s i g h t i n g  t h e  smoke f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e
A Q

meet i nghouse,  t hey  began to l ay  out  a road.

The f i s h i n g  grounds at  Amoskeag were of  v i t a l  concern 

t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  I t  was not  on l y  i mp o r t a n t  t o b u i l d  

good r o a d s  t o  t he f a l l s ,  but  t he sel ec t man were a u t h o r i z e d  

by t h e  t own  i n 1723 " t o  t ake what  methods t hey  s h a l l  t h i n k  

f i t  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i n g  t h e  f i s h e r y  a t  a m e s k e e g . "  The 

s e l e c t m e n ' s  me t h o d s  have gone u n r e c o r d e d ,  a l t hough t he 

p r o p r i e t o r s  of  ne i ghb o r i ng  Chest er  compl ai ned i n 1726 t h a t  

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had " a r t f u l l y  c o n t r i v e d "  to i n t e r p r e t  

Londonde r r y ' s  c h a r t e r  t o  i n c l u d e  t he f a l l s . ^

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  C h e s t e r  had a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  t o  

c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e i r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  n e i g h b o r s .  W h i l e  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  road net work hel ped to make i t  easy to t r a v e l  

b e t w e e n  Amokeag F a l l s  and Bost on,  t h e r e  were few good roads 

r u n n i n g  t o  C h e s t e r .  S i n c e  C h e s t e r  o f f e r e d  Londonder r y  

l i t t l e  i n t he way of  mar ket s ,  Londonder r y  made no e f f o r t  to 

r un  good h i g h w a y s  t o  i t s  n o r t h e r n  n e i g h b o r . ^  In 1742,  

t h e  s e l e c t m e n  o f  C h e s t e r  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and 

c o u n c i l  f o r  a h i g h w a y  t o  Londonder r y ,  say i ng t h a t  " t h e r e  

has N e v e r  been a Road Opened between t he Body of  t he Town 

o f  C h e s t e r  and Londonder r y . "  The house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

e v e n t u a l l y  s e n t  a c o m m i t t e e  t o  v i e w  t he s i t u a t i o n .  To 

C h e s t e r ' s  c h a g r i n ,  t he commi t t ee det er mi ned t h a t  e x i s t i n g  

t own r o a d s  we r e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t r a v e l  be t ween t he two
, 5i
t o w n s .  V e t  a p r o v i n c i a l  r o a d  s y s t e m  bas ed  upon

e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  al one coul d work a g a i n s t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h
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as w e l l .  W h i l e  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  m a r k e t s  may have been in 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i t s  c e n t e r  o f  government  was i n a d i f f e r e n t  

d i r e c t i o n .  As e a r l y  as 1 7 3 6 ,  one o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e l e c t e d  t o ser ve j u r y  du t y  i n Por t smout h compl a i ned of  t he 

l a c k  o f  good r o a d s  b e t w e e n  Lo ndo nde r r y  and t he seacoas t  

area,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  between Chest er  and K i n g s t o n .  ^

N a t u r a l l y  t h e  s ame  r o a d  s y s t e m  t h a t  e n a b l e d  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  t o  reach mar ket s  in 

o t h e r  t o w n s  c o u l d  be used  t o  b r i n g  o u t s i d e r s  i n t o  

L o n d o n d e r r y - - w h e r e  i t  was hoped t hey  would spend money.  

Some o f  t h o s e  c o m i n g  t o  L o n d o n d e r r y  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s  came f o r  t he expr ess purpose of  buy i ng t h i n g s  

at  t h e  L o n d o n d e r r y  f a i r .  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  1722 c h a r t e r  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  semi - annual  f a i r s  i n Oct ober  and 

May.  The town dec i ded to hol d i t s  f a i r s  and week l y  mar ket s

a t  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e . ^

L i t t l e  i s  known about  t he e a r l y  f a i r s .  They a t t r a c t e d  

p e o p l e  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  t o w n s  as we l l  as merchant s f rom 

H a v e r h i l l ,  S a l e m,  and B o s t o n .  The g r o u n d s  around t he 

m e e t i n g h o u s e  we r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  t e n t s  and pens,  and one 

m i g h t  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  f r om i mpor t ed manuf ac t ur ed 

goods  t o  l o c a l  l i v e s t o c k  f o r  s a l e . 54 As t he c e n t e r  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  began t o s h i f t  wes t war d,  t h e r e  was 

t a l k  o f  m o v i n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f a i r  t o  a more c e n t r a l  

l o c a t i o n  i n  t own.  However ,  t he m a j o r i t y  of  v o t e r s  i n town 

d e c i d e d  t o  keep t h e  f a i r  at  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  i n 1731 and 

agai n in 1741 . 55
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On a m o r e  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  t r a v e l e r s  s t o p p e d  a t  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  va r i ous  t av e r ns  and " t i p l i n g  houses . "  Whi l e 

t h i s  b r o u g h t  i n needed r evenue,  i t  caused probl ems as w e l l .  

The t o wn  t r i e d  t o d i s c ou r age  t he  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  t a v e r n s ,  

and i n  a 1731 t own  m e e t i n g ,  i t  was dec i ded to g i v e  t he 

t y t h i n g m e n  badges so t hey  mi gh t  " s u r p r e s s  t he D i s o r d e r  t h a t  

m i g h t  hapen  a t  T a v e r n ,  or  T i p l i n g  Houses. "  Agai n i n 1751 

t h e  t o wn  t r i e d  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  " a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of  

t a v e r n s "  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y . 56 F i n a l l y ,  i n 1758,  t he town 

p e t i t i o n e d  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  h e l p ,  say i ng t h a t  t he 

c o m m u n i t y ' s  t aver ns  had become "a Snare t o t he Yout h,  & of  

E v i l  T e n d e n c y ,  t o  e v e r y  Age of  I n j u d i c i o u s  pe r sons ,  & i f  

t h e y  a r e  A l l  C o n t i n u e d  ( o r  wh i c h  i s  worse I nc r eased)  we 

f e a r  t h e y  w i l l  More & More Debase,  & Debauch,  t he Manners & 

M o r a l s  o f  A l l  s u c h  p e r s o n  as A b o v e s a i d .  " ^ 7 The 

L o n d o n d e r r y  p e t i t i o n  proved to be t oo e f f e c t i v e .  When the 

g e n e r a l  c o u r t  l i censed  on l y  t h r ee  Londonder r y  t ave r ns  l a t e r  

t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  t own was f o r c e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t he gener al  

c ou r t  " t o  have t h r ee  t aver ns  M o r e . . . . " ^

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t he mor al s  of  i t s  c i t i z e n s  

wen t  w e l l  b e y o n d  d i a t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  t aver ns  and " t i p l i n g  

h o u s e s . "  Fr om t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had been 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  mo r a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  w e l f a r e  of  t he 

c o m m u n i t y .  As w i t h  o t h e r  New Hampshi re t owns,  s e t t l i n g  a 

w o r t h y  m i n i s t e r  and b u i l d i n g  a meet i nghouse came f i r s t .  

S c h o o l s  and  s c h o o l m a s t e r s  came s e c o n d - - t o w n  f u n d s  

permi  t t i  ng.
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The S c o t c h - I r i s h  who m i g r a t e d  to N u t f i e l d  wasted no 

t i m e  i n  f i n d i n g  a t o wn  m i n i s t e r .  The R e v e r e n d  James 

M a c G r e g o r ,  who had been p a s t o r  t o  some of  t he t own ' s  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  d e l i v e r e d  a s e r mo n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  

a r r i v a l s  i n  A p r i l  1 7 1 9 .  He r e t u r n e d  t o Or acu t ,  where he 

had spend  t h e  p r e v i o u s  w i n t e r ,  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  

r e c e i v e d  a f o r m a l  c a l l  t o  j o i n  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  

N u t f i e l d .  He and h i s  f a m i l y  moved t o  N u t f i e l d  i n May. 

S i n c e  he had been o r da i ned  p r e v i o u s l y ,  and s i nc e  t h e r e  was 

no p r e s b y t e r y  i n  New E n g l a n d  t o  p e r f o r m  a f o r m a l  

i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  MacGregor  s i mp l y  began h i s  m i n i s t e r i a l  d u t i e s  

a t  N u t f i e l d  w i t h  an o p e n i n g  s e r m o n . 59 Each s e t t l e r  

a g r e e d  t o  p a y  t w e n t y  s h i l l i n g s  p e r  l o t  t o w a r d  t h e  

m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y  and t o  g i v e  one d a y ' s  work t o he l p  the 

m i n i s t e r  and h i s  f a m i l y  get  s e t t l e d .  Th i s  was more t han an 

i d l e  p r o m i s e ;  t he town came down s w i f t l y  on t hose who were 

s l o w  t o  pay  t h e i r  s h a r e  of  t he m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x .  For  t he 

m i n i s t e r ' s  c o m f o r t ,  t h e  t own b u i l t  t he  f i r s t  t w o - s t o r y  

r es i dence  i n t o w n . 5*9

The s e t t l e r s  o f  N u t f i e l d  were al most  as qu i ck  when i t  

came t o  b u i l d i n g  a meet i nghouse.  At  a town meet i ng on June 

1,  1 7 2 0 ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  to b u i l d  a meet i nghouse near  t he

c e n t e r  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  By t he end of  t he month,  t he town 

had s e l e c t e d  a s p o t  near  James MacGr egor ' s  house l o t .  In 

J a n u a r y  1 7 2 0 / 2 1 ,  v o t e r s  d e c i d e d  t o b u i l d  a meet i nghouse 

f i f t y  by f o r t y - f i v e  f e e t ,  and hi gh enough " f o r  one set  of  

G a l e r y e s . " 59- N o t  mu c h  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t
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m e e t i n g h o u s e .  I t  t o o k  a b o u t  a y ea r  to b u i l d  t he f r ame,  

a l t h o u g h  t own  r ecor ds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i n i s h i n g  t ouches ,  and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s e a t i n g ,  was much s l ower  in 

c o m i n g .  The p u l p i t  was on t he no r t h  s i de of  t he chu r ch ;  

t h e  t own  c u t  windows on e i t h e r  s i de  of  t he p u l p i t  i n 1728.  

As f o r  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  t he o r i g i n a l  s t a i r wa y  l e a d i n g  t o t hese 

s e a t s  was l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t he  b u i l d i n g .  The town br ought  

t hem i n s i d e  i n 1728 at  t he same t i me t hey  cut  new wi ndows.  

The mai n en t r ance  t o t he meet i nghouse was on t he sout h s i de  

o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  o p p o s i t e  t he p u l p i t .  There was t hought  of  

p u t t i n g  t wo d o o r s  on t he sout h s i de  i n 1731,  but  t he town 

d e c i d e d  i n s t e a d  t o  p u t  i r o n  l a t c h e s  on t he v a r i o u s  doors

and t o i n s t a l l  a good l ock  on t he sout h d o o r . ^

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  methods f o r  f u n d i n g  t he c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  

t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  and s u p p o r t i n g  t he town m i n i s t e r  were not  

t y p i c a l .  Whi l e t he p r o p r i e t o r s  of  o t h e r  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New H a m p s h i r e  t o w n s  were l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  

m e e t i n g h o u s e s ,  f ew a c t u a l l y  d i d .  Mos t  New Ha mp s h i r e  

me e t i n g h o u s e s  were b u i l t  by t he ac t ua l  r e s i d e n t s  of  a t own,  

who c o u n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  l u c k y  i f  t hey  got  much hel p f r om 

a b s e n t e e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  Not  so i n  L o n d o n d e r r y .  The

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  me e t i n g h o u s e  was handl ed e n t i r e l y  by 

t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  A s i d e  f r o m  a g e n e r o u s  g i f t  by John 

W e n t w o r t h  and " t he  Gent l emen at  t he bank , "  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  

r a i s e d  a l l  o f  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e

m e e t i n g h o u s e .  The p r o v i s i o n  in L o n d o n d e r r y 1s c h a r t e r  t h a t  

a m e e t i n g h o u s e  be b u i l t  " w i t h i n  f o u r  y ea r s "  was h a r d l y
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n e c e s s a r y ;  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  had compl et ed t he b u i l d i n g ' s  

e x t e r i o r  by 17 22 . * ^

S u b s e q u e n t  d e c i s i o n s  about  r e p a i r s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  t o 

t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  we r e  made a t  town meet i ngs .  Yet  t hese 

t own m e e t i n g s  we r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by t he p r o p r i e t o r s  d u r i n g  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  f o r m a t i v e  year s- - non- commoner s  were a smal l  

m i n o r i t y  who h e l d  none o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  i mpo r t a n t  town 

o f f i c e s .

The f u n d s  used f o r  b u i l d i n g  r e p a i r s  and t he m i n i s t e r ' s  

s a l a r y  came f r o m  t h e  a n n u a l  r e n t  p a i d  f o r  seat s  i n t he 

m e e t i n g h o u s e .  Once b u i l t ,  t hese seat s were drawn by l o t  by 

t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p r i e t o r s .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  were at  t h e i r  

w o r s t  on t h i s  s c o r e .  They  c o u l d  not  a r r i v e  at  e i t h e r  a 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e a t i n g  p l a n  or  a f a i r  way of  dr awi ng l o t s .  

The r e s u l t  was t h e  James McKeen was sent  t o Por t smout h in 

1 7 2 9 " t o  have  t h e  me t h o d  aggreed upon by our  p r o p r i e t o r s  

w i t h  R e s p e c t  t o  o u r  S e a t s  i n  o u r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  

C o n f i r m ' d . . . . " ® ^  By t own l a w ,  t h e  a n n u a l  r e n t  f o r  a 

m e e t i n g h o u s e  s e a t  was not  t o exceed t h i r t y  s h i l l i n g s .  In 

1730 ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  de c i ded  t o b u i l d  more seat s i n t he 

m e e t i n g h o u s e .  Th es e  w o u l d  not  be drawn by l o t ,  however .  

They wo u l d  be s o l d  " by  Cant  to t he Hi ghes t  B i d d e r . "  The 

general  p u b l i c  was i n v i t e d  t o p a r t i c i p a t e . * ^

W h i l e  L o n d o n d e r r y  may have been success f u l  i n c a r i n g  

f o r  s o u l s ,  i t  had a r a t h e r  s p o t t y  r ecor d in n u r t u r i n g  young 

m i n d s .  E f f o r t s  t o  b u i l d  s c h o o l s  and pay t eacher s  were 

unev en  and n o t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  There was app a r e n t l y  no
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m e n t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  t own  u n t i l  1 7 2 4 ,  when t h e  town 

d e c i d e d  t o b u i l d  a l og schoo l house,  t we l ve  by s i x t e e n  f e e t .  

A y e a r  l a t e r ,  t he  town got  even more a mb i t i o u s ,  ag r ee i ng  to 

h o l d  s c h o o l  i n  " e a c h  q u a r t e r "  o f  t h e  t own . ®® When i t  

c o m e s  t o  s c h o o l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o w n  r e c o r d s  a r e  n o t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i a b l e .  Taken at  f ace  va l u e ,  town r ecor ds  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  d o z e n s  of  school s  were b u i l t  i n Londonder r y  

d u r i n g  t h e  t o wn ' s  f i r s t  two decades.  However ,  t he r e  i s  no 

ev i dence t h a t  any of  t hese school s  were a c t u a l l y  b u i l t .

U n t i l  r o u g h l y  17 32 ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  t r i e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  

m e t h o d s  f o r  k e e p i n g  s c h o o l s  o p e n  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  

s a t i s f a c t i o n .  D u r i n g  many of  t hese y e a r s ,  a schoo l mas t e r  

n a me d  J o h n  H a r v e y  r a n  a s e a s o n a l  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  

m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  and a p p a r e n t l y ' h e l d  school  i n  o t he r  p a r t s  of  

t own when t i m e  p e r m i t t e d . 6 '* Yet  p r o v i n c i a l  l aw d i c t a t e d  

t h a t  t owns i n New Hampshi re al so pay in p r o p o r t i o n  to t h e i r  

r a t e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a grammar school  i n Por t smout h.  Because 

o f  t h e  " I n f a n c y  of  t he Town, "  Londonder r y  was excused f rom 

p a y i n g  t h i s  r a t e  i n 1732 and agai n i n 1733,  as l ong as t he
C O

t own m a i n t a i n e d  t wo " w r i t i n g  and R e a d i n g "  s c h o o l s .  

L o n d o n d e r r y  responded in two ways.  F i r s t ,  when n e g o t i a t i n g  

w i t h  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Ma t t h e w  C l a r k  to be James MacGregor ' s  

r e p l a c e m e n t ,  t he m i n i s t e r i a l  commi t t ee asked him to be both 

t own  m i n i s t e r  and m a s t e r  o f  a t o wn  grammar s c hoo l .  He 

a p p a r e n t l y  t u t u o r e d  some Londonder r y  you t hs  over  t he next  

f ew y e a r s . 6  ̂ The t own  a l s o  r esponded to the p r o v i n c i a l  

r e q u e s t  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  two r e g u l a r  s c h o o l s - - o n e  at  t he
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m e e t i n g h o u s e  and one w e s t  o f  B e a v e r  Brook.  Onl y f o r t y  

po u n d s  t o w a r d  t h e  suppor t  o f  t hese two schoo l s  would come 

f r o m  t he town t r e a s u r y ;  t he  r e s t  woul d be " pa i d  & Ra i s ' d  by 

t h e  S c h o o l e r s  t h a t  S h a l l  be t a u g h t  a t  sa i d  S c h o o l s . " 7® 

I n 17 3 5 , L o n d o n d e r r y  swi t ched over  t o t h r e e  s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  

t h e  d i s t r i c t s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r o u g h l y  t o  t h e  e v e n t u a l  

pa r i shes  o f  t he town.

By r o u g h l y  1731 o r  1 7 3 2 ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  was a c l e a r l y

e s t a b l i s e d  t own  i n  New H a m p s h i r e ,  on paper  and r e a l i t y .

When James M a c G r e g o r  d i e d  i n  1 7 2 9 ,  t h e r e  were 375 f u l l

member s  i n  h i s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h . 7* Governor  Be l c he r

r e p o r t e d  i n  1731 t h a t  New Hampshi r e ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had

gr own  by f o u r  t h o u s a n d  ov e r  t he past  t en y e a r s ,  and t h a t

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one t housand of  t he new r e s i d e n t s  were f r om 
7 ?I r e l a n d .  The t o w n ' s  p r o p r i e t o r s  and e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  

had been one and t he same, and t hey  had d i s t r i b u t e d  l an d ,  

s t a r t e d  f a r m s ,  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  t own  church w i t h  

a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  s p e e d .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  had been 

a g g r e s s i v e  and u n i f i e d  i n  de f end i ng  t h e i r  c l a i ms  a g a i n s t  

t h e  " e n c r o a c h e r s "  f r o m  H a v e r h i l l .  They had beed d i v i d e d  

and c o n t e n t i o u s  i n  s o l v i n g  many of  t h e i r  own probl ems at  

home.  A l t h o u g h  mo s t  o f  t h e i r  q u a r r e l s  had been e i t h e r  

s e t t l e d  i n t e r n a l l y  or  w i t h  a l i t t l e  he l p f r om Por t smout h ,  

some l i n g e r e d  o n ,  on l y  t o  be r e k i n d l e d  by d i v i s i v e  i s sues  

i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s and 1 7 4 0 ' s . W h i l e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  w e a t h e r e d  t he  f a c t i o u s n e s s  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  l i f e  i n t he 17 20'  s , t he same coul d not  be sa i d
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f o r  many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  En g l i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s .  Perhaps t he 

l a t t e r  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  had more m o b i l i t y  i n " P u r i t a n "  New 

E n g l a n d  t h a n  t h e  " I r i s h . "  I n  any e v e n t ,  some o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  E n g l i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  e i t h e r  d r i f t e d  away or  

s h i e d  away f r o m  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  o n l y  t o  r e s u r f a c e  i n t he 

t r o u b l e d  t i mes  ahead.
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NOTES

1. C o u n c i l  o f  T r a d e  and P l a n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  K i n g ,  8 
September  1721,  CSP, CS, 32:  656.

2. I n  1731 t h e r e  was some t a l k  of  a uni on of  Massachuset t s  
and New H a m p s h i r e ,  a l t h o u g h  Gov.  Be l c h e r ,  i n a l e t t e r  t o 
R i c h a r d  Wa l d r o n ,  wr o t e ,  " I  am a f r a i d  t he I r i s h  p a r t y  wou' d 
o p p o s e  i t  m a n i b u s  p e d i b u s q . "  MHS C o l l e c t i o n s ,  56: 7, 
10.
3. F o r  some o f  t h e  pr ob l ems as s oc i a t ed  wi t h  censuses and 
t a x  i n v o i c e s ,  see R u s s e l l  R. M e n a r d ,  " F i v e  M a r y l a n d  
C e n s u s e s ,  1700 t o  1 7 1 2 :  A No t e  on t h e  Q u a l i t y  o f  t he 
Q u a n t i t i e s , "  The W i l l i a m  and Mary Q u a r t e r l y ,  37 ( Oc t ober  
1980) :  616-626.

4. F o r  a summary of  p o p u l a t i o n  es t i ma t es  of  p r o v i n c i a l  New 
H a m p s h i r e ,  s e e  G r e e n e  a n d  H a r r i n g t o n ,  A m e r i c a n  
P o p u l a t i o n , 70-73.

5. P a r k e r ,  L o n d o n d e r r y , 44 ,  g i v e s  t he names of  s i x t ee n  
h o u s e h o l d  h e a d s ,  b u t  Ge o r g e  Wal do  B r o w n e ,  e d . ,  Ea r l y
R e c o r d s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  Wi n d h a m,  and D e r r y , N . H . ,
1 7 1 9  - 1 7  4 6 ( M a n c h e s t e r ,  N . H . :  M a n c h e s t e r  H~i s t  o r  i c 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1911) ,  v i ,  g i ves t wen t y  names based upon names 
g i v e n  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t own r e c o r d s .  ( H e r e a f t e r ,  Browne,  
L o n d o n d e r r y  P r o p r i e t a r y )  See a l s o ,  Browne,  Londonder r y  
Recor ds , 11, 22.

6.  NHSP, 9:  480.

7. NHSP, 9:  481;  and Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 381.

8. Pa r ke r ,  Londonde r r y , 131.

9. N H S P , 4 :  1 7 2 - 7 3 ,  2 0 8 ,  2 0 9 ,  2 4 4 - 4 5 ;  B r o w n e ,
Londonder r y  Recor ds , 63.

10. The i n v e n t o r y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n t he N.H.  St a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  
R e c o r d  G r o u p  IV ( S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ) ,  I n v e n t o r i e s :  
L o n d o n d e r r y .  John  W a l l a c e  was a l s o  a member  o f  t h e
c o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  does  n o t  a p p e a r  on t h e
document .  Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 64.

11. L i s t s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  p r o p r i e t o r s  may be f o u n d  i n  
P a r k e r ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  3 2 5 - 2 6 ;  B r o w n e ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  
Recor ds , 41- 43;  NHSP, 9:  484-85.
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12. Brown,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 75-76.

13. The l e t t e r  i s  d a t e d  20 May 1728 and i s  l oc a t ed  i n t he 
N.H. S t a t e  Ar c h i v es  w i t h  t he  1728 t ax  i n v e n t o r y .

14. NHSP, 9: 489-91.

15. NHSP, 4: 306.

16. G r e e n e  and H a r r i n g t o n ,  A m e r i c a n  P o p u l a t i o n , 71 ;  
H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of  t he Uni t ed S t a t e s ,  Co l o n i a l  Times 
to 1957 (Washi ngt on,  D. C. ,  1960) ,  756.

17. Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 137,  147.

18. Town l a n d  p o l i c y  i s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  B r o w n e ,  
L o n d o n d e r r y  R e c o r d s . The a c t u a l  g r an t s  may be f ound in 
B r o wn e ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  P r o p r i e t a r y . A c t u a l l y ,  t he town and 
p r o p r i e t a r y  r e c o r d s  w e r e  k e p t  t o g e t h e r .  The o r i g i n a l  
r e c o r d s ,  o n c e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  a r e  now l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  N.H.  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s .  A 
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( #21140) .

19. See named r a n g e s  i n  Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 201.  
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a l s o  h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  Ge o r g e  F.  W i l l e y ,  comp. ,  Wi 11e y 1 s 
Book o f  N u t f i e l d  ( D e r r y  D e p o t ,  N . H . :  George F. W i l l e y ,  
1 8 9 5 ) ,  7 - 1 2 ,  59-63,  93- 97,  159-64,  213-17,  233-37,  253-55,  
3 2 3 - 2 4 ,  347-50,  360-62,  391-92.  Some o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a l so 
appears i n Browne,  Londonder r y  P r o p r i e t a r y , v - x x x v i .

20. R o b e r t  F r o s t ,  " We s t - Ru n n i n g  Br ook , "  i n Edward Connery 
L a t h e m ,  e d . ,  The P o e t r y  of  Rober t  F r o s t  (New Yor k :  H o l t ,  
Ri nehar t  and Wi ns t on,  1 9 6 9 ) , 2 5 7 .

21. Pa r k e r ,  Lo ndo nde r r y , 44.

22. Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 22-23,  31- 32,  36.

23. L e y b u r n ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h , 2 6 3 - 6 4 ,  s a y s  t h a t  d i spe r sed  
s e t t l e m e n t  was common in S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns t h r o u g h o u t  t he 
Amer i can c o l o n i e s .

24. Browne,  Londonder r y  Recor ds , 21-24.

25. Browne,  Londonder r y  Records,  44.
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Chapter  V I I

Londonde r r y :

The P r o p r i e t a r y  Town

F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  h a d  been a 

p r o p r i e t o r s '  t o w n .  I t s  e a r l y  town l eader s  had a l l  been 

p r o p r i e t o r s .  I t s  e a r l y  t o w n  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r om p r o p r i e t o r s '  meet i ngs ,  and i t s  e a r l y  

p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s  had been t wo o p p o s i n g  g r o u p s  o f  

p r o p r i e t o r s  whose bone of  c o n t e n t i o n  was l and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

p o l i c y - - a  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o p r i e t a r y  ma t t e r .  Town r oads,  town 

b r i d g e s ,  t own s c h o o l s ,  and t he town meet i nghouse were t he 

c o n c e r n  o f  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t he 

1 7 2 0 ' s ,  t h e  " t o w n "  as a c o r p o r a t e  body p o l i t i c  and t he 

" t o w n s h i p "  as a r ea l  e s t a t e  ven t u r e  were v i r t u a l l y  one and 

t h e  same.  Town and p r o p r i e t a r y  r ecor ds  were kept  i n the 

same book  by t h e  same c l e r k .  The town saw f i t  t o e l e c t  a 

c o m m i t t e e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  aga i ns t  l a w s u i t s  and 

a n o t h e r  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s '  l a n d s .  The 

p r o p r i e t o r s  b u i l t  t he town meet i nghouse and pai d t he town 

m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y  by g i v i n g  h i m l a n d  and c h a r g i n g  

t hemsel ves f o r  seat s  t hey hel d i n t he meet i nghouse.

Of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  had al so been a c t i v e  in 

f o r c i n g  t h e i r  own member s  to l i v e  up to t he terms of  t he 

t own c h a r t e r .  Th e i r  l i t t l e  " p l a n t a t i o n "  at  N u t f i e l d  woul d

- 254 -
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t h r i v e  o n l y  i f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  were ag g r e s s i v e  i n t h e i r  

d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e i r  New Hampshi re n e i g h b o r s ,  t h e i r  enemies 

i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t h e i r  l eader s  i n Por t smout h ,  and most  of  

a l l ,  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s .  Those p r o p r i e t o r s  who chose not  t o 

d e v e l o p  t h e i r  l ands f aced f o r f e i t u r e .  Hence,  d i l i g e n c e  to 

t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  me an t  t h a t  p r o p r i e t o r s  sought  

o u t s i d e r s ,  o r  non-commoners,  t o buy or  l ease some of  t h e i r  

h o l d i n g s .  A s t e a d y  f l o w  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  " t r a n s i e n t s "  i n 

t h e  1 7 2 0 ' s  and 17 3 0 ‘ s meant  t h a t  t he non-commoners would be 

f e l l o w  c o u n t r y m e n  t o  mos t  o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  Yet  t he 

g r o w i n g  number of  non-commoners a l so meant  t h a t  Londonder r y  

wo u l d  i n t i me cease t o be a p r o p r i e t a r y  t own.  I t  meant  t h a t  

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n Londonder r y  would become 

more c o m p l e x .  Whe r e a s  p o l i t i c s  in t he 17 20 ' s  had been a 

p r o p r i e t o r s '  s q u a b b l e  b e t w e e n  t he " i n s "  and t he " o u t s , "  

t own p o l i t i c s  i n t he 1730'  s and 1740' s  woul d be c o l o r ed  by 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  k i n s h i p ,  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  and even r e l i g i o u s  

p e r s u a s i o n .  I t  was  w i t h  a m i x t u r e  o f  p r i d e  and 

c o n s t e r n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o l d  p r o p r i e t o r s  w a t c h e d  t h e i r  

t h r i v i n g  town s l i p  i n p i eces  f rom t h e i r  benevo l en t  c o n t r o l .

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  t a x  i n v o i c e  f o r  1732 c ap t u r e s  t he town 

b e t we e n  t wo s t o r m s .  The w o r s t  of  t he d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  

H a v e r h i l l  had p e a k e d ;  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  D a v i d  D u n b a r ' s

" p r o v i n c e "  of  Geor gi a meant  t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  would not  

r e t r e a t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  M a i n e .  They were go i ng to make 

t h e i r  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  " enc ro ac h e r s " i n 

L o n d o n d e r r y .  The st ormy r e l a t i o n s  between t he two f a c t i o n s
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o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  had subs i ded as w e l l .  Most  o f  t he m i n o r i t y  

f a c t i o n  had been appeased.  The l oss  o f  some of  t he Eng l i s h  

p r o p r i e t o r s  l i k e  Samuel  Graves and John Go f f e ,  Esq. ,  and 

t h e  r e s i d u a l  c o u r t  b a t t l e  w i t h  John Go f f e ,  J r .  had seemed 

l i k e  a s m a l l  p r i c e  t o pay f o r  communi t y  harmony.  Ahead of  

t h e  1732 i n v o i c e  l a y  p a r i s h  d i v i s i o n s ,  c omp l i c a t ed  by t he 

u n c e r t a i n  r o l e  o f  t h e  n o n - c o m m o n e r s  and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

d i f f e r e n c e s  br ought  about  by t he Great  Awakeni ng.

When p r e p a r i n g  t h e  t a x  i n v o i c e  o f  1732,  commi t t ee ■ 

member s  W i l l i a m  Humphrey and A l exander  McNeal  were c a r e f u l  

t o  a v o i d  t he p i t f a l l s  whi ch pl agued Gof f e  and Moor i n 1728.  

They  w e r e  mor e  c a u t i o u s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t ,  r e p o r t i n g  144 

i n d i v i d u a l  names and 160 p o l l s .  T r a n s i e n t s  we r e  not  

l i s t e d . * S i x t y - s i x  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  were 

s t i l l  a r o u n d  i n  1 7 3 2 .  S i x  o t h e r s  had been r e p l ac ed  by 

f a m i l y  h e i r s ,  w h i l e  t h r e e - - J o h n  S h i e l d s ,  Benj ami n K i d d e r ,  

and Samuel  Gr aves- - had l e f t  t own.

I n  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  gap b e t w e e n  t h e  1728 and 1732 

i n v o i c e s ,  b o u n d a r y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  H a v e r h i l l  and

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  p e r s u a d e d  many i n  Londonder r y  t o c o n s i d e r

l e a v i n g  t own  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  V ) .  T h i s  may have hel d back 

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Onl y t h i r t y - t h r e e  

new names a p p e a r  on t he 1732 i n v e n t o r y ,  and most  of  t hese 

a r e  w i d o w s  o r  s ons  o f  househo l d  heads l i s t e d  i n t he 1728

i n v e n t o r y .  O n l y  t w e l v e  new f a m i l i e s  appear  on t he 1732

i n v e n t o r y .
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U n l i k e  t h e  c a s e  i n  1 7 2 8 , t he 1732 t ax  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  

t h e  p r o v i n c e  has s u r v i v e d .  As in t he e a r l i e r  i n v e n t o r y ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was t he '  o n l y  second t i e r  communi t y assessed.  

The t o wn  r e p o r t e d  5. 4% o f  t he p r o v i n c e ’ s r a t e a b l e  p o l l s .  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  under devel oped c o n d i t i o n  i s  seen in t he f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  t own  c o n t a i n e d  o n l y  1. 2% o f  t he i mproved f ar m 

l a n d ,  2. 3% o f  t he t w o - s t o r y  houses,  and 4.6% of  t he horses 

i n  New H a m p s h i r e .  At  l e a s t  t h e  t own  had t h e  means to 

i m p r o v e  i t s  f a r m s ;  b e t t e r  t h a n  h a l f  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  

f a r m e r s  owned a t eam of  oxen.  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  must  have 

been h a p p i e r  w i t h  t he t ax  r e s u l t i n g  f r om t he i n v o i c e .  In 

1 7 3 2 , t h e  t own was asked t o pay 5.3%, or  appr ox i  mate!  y i t s
O

f a i r  shar e ,  of  t he p r ov i nc e  t ax .

The 1732 i n v e n t o r y  w o u l d  n o t  seem a t  f i r s t  t o be 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  J o n a t h a n  B e l c h e r ' s  c l a i m a year  e a r l i e r  

t h a t  t h e r e  were one t housand " I r i s h "  i n New Hampshi re.  Yet  

B e l c h e r  may ha v e  been c l o s e  t o t he mark.  In n e i g h b o r i n g  

C h e s t e r ,  a communi t y excused f r om t he 1732 i n v e n t o r y ,  t he r e  

we r e  a l a r g e  number  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  by 1732.  

Wh i l e  t h e  e x a c t  number of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n Chest er  

i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  t h e i r  n u mb e r s  wer e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  them t o 

b r i n g  i n  t h e i r  own P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  a t  some t i me 

b e t w e e n  1729 and 1 7 3 4 .  The P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n o r i t y  in 

C h e s t e r  l a t e r  p r o t e s t e d  t he n e c e s s i t y  of  hav i ng to suppor t  

t h e  t o w n ' s  Congr egat i ona l  m i n i s t e r .  In a p e t i t i o n  r ece i ved  

by G o v e r n o r  Be l cher  e a r l y  i n 1737,  no l ess  t han f i f t y - f o u r  

" I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  C h e s t e r "  who " f o r m e r l y  be l onged,  most  of
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t h e m,  t o  t h e  K i n g d o m o f  Scot l and & I r e l a n d , "  asked to be 

e x c u s e d  f r o m  C h e s t e r ' s  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x . ^  In a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h o s e  who s e t t l e d  i n  C h e s t e r ,  a number  o f  Londonder r y  

r e s i d e n t s  and t r a n s i e n t s  had begun t o  s e t t l e  b e y o n d  

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t he v i c i n i t y  o f  

Amoskeag  F a l l s .  Records here are al most  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  and 

mer e h i n t s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  a p p e a r  i n v a r i ous  sources (see 

Chapt er  V I I I ) . 4

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  no e x t a n t  t ax  i n v e n t o r i e s  f o r  t he 

d e c a d e  b e t w e e n  1732 and 1 7 4 2 ,  i t  i s  obv i ous  f r om o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  t h a t  Londonder r y  not  on l y  grew du r i ng  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

b u t  ex p e r i e n c e d  unprecedent ed p r essur e  f r om w i t h i n .  By t he 

t i m e  o f  t he  1742 i n v e n t o r y ,  Londonder r y  had been s p l i t  i n t o  

t h r e e  p a r i s h e s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  had been g i v e n  t own  

p r i v i l e g e s ,  and as t h e  p a r i s h  o f  Windham, ceased f o r  a l l  

p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  t o  be a p a r t  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  watched 

h e l p l e s s l y  as chur ch harmony f e l l  v i c t i m  t o o u t s i d e  f o r c e s .

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  sheer  s i z e  was bound t o have an adverse 

e f f e c t  on t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  

c o h e s i v e n e s s .  R e s i d e n t s  i n t he  t own ' s  v a r i ous  " q u a r t e r s "  

became out spoken between r o ugh l y  1728,  when t he p r o p r i e t o r s  

op ene d  a l a r ge  range near  Cobbet t s  Lake,  and 1736,  by whi ch 

t i m e  most  of  t he a v a i l a b l e  l and i n t he west ern p a r t  of  town 

had been g r a n t e d .  Town l e a d e r s  were not  un r espons i ve  to 

t h e  g r o w i n g  s e c t i o n a l i s m.  At  town meet i ngs ,  t he i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  we r e  met  by a p p o i n t i n g  separ a t e
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o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  pa r t s  of  t own.  By 1735,  t he r e  

was a separ a t e  c o n s t a b l e  f o r  t he eas t er n  and wes t er n  ha l ves  

o f  t o w n ,  and s u r v e y o r s  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y s  came f r o m  the 

d i f f e r e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he town meet i ng 

t h a t  y e a r  agreed t o suppor t  t h r ee  s c ho o l s - - o ne  near  t he  ol d 

t own  c e n t e r ,  one i n  t h e  west er n h a l f  of  t own,  and one i n 

t h e  g r o w i n g  s o u t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t own.  Each school  

would have i t s  own school  commi t t ee. ®

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  good i n t e n t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  some 

p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  o u t l y i n g  areas wanted m o r e - - p a r t i c u 1a r l y  

wh e n  i t  c a me  t o  h a v i n g  a c h u r c h  o f  t h e i r  own.  The 

p r o p r i e t o r s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h i s  p r essur e  i n 1729 when t hey  

s e t  a s i d e  l a n d  f o r  t wo new churches i n t own.  One of  t he 

new c h u r c h e s  was t o  be i n  t he f a r  no r t hwes t e r n  c o r ne r  of  

t o w n ,  i n  an a r e a  known l o c a l l y  as " Canada . "  A B a p t i s t  

c h u r c h  was e v e n t u a l l y  b u i l t  on t h i s  s i t e .  The o t h e r  new 

c h u r c h  was t o  be l o c a t e d  i n t he sou t heas t e r n  p a r t  of  town 

n e a r  C o b b e t t s  L a k e ,  o r  p r e s e n t  Wi n d h a m. ® Y e t  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  was not  ready to con s i de r  s e t t i n g  

t h e s e  a r e a s  o f f  as s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h e s .  When a number of  

p r o p r i e t o r s  i n t he west er n h a l f  of  town asked i n 1731 t o  be 

g i v e n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h ,  t he r eques t  was 

s o u n d l y  d e n i e d . ^  T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  be l i t t l e  more t han a 

d e l a y i n g  a c t i o n .  The w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  was 

g r o w i n g  mor e  r a p i d l y  t h a n  t h e  o l d e r ,  eas t e r n  h a l f .  I t  

wo u l d  o n l y  be a m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s
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l i v i n g  west  of  Beaver  Brook would be j o i n e d  by a s u f f i c i e n t  

number o f  non-commoners t o demand p a r i s h  s t a t u s .

A n u mb e r  o f  peopl e l i v i n g  i n t he west er n h a l f  of  town 

d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  ma t t e r s  i n t o  t h e i r  own hands f o l l o w i n g  t he 

t o w n ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  i n  1731.  At  some t i me 

p r i o r  t o  1 7 3 4 ,  t h e y  b u i l t  a meet i nghouse j u s t  west  o f  t he 

E a y e r s  Range and asked Davi d MacGregor ,  t he son o f  t he l a t e  

J a m e s  M a c G r e g o r ,  t o  h o l d  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e i r  

n e w l y - c o n s t r u c t e d  b u t  u n r e c o g n i z e d  church. * *  East  s i de  

r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  had f i n a l l y  o b t a i n e d  t he 

s e r v i c e s  o f  an E d i n b u r g - t r a i n e d  m i n i s t e r  names Thomas 

Thompson t o  r e p l ac e  James MacGregor ,  who had d i ed i n 1729.  

R o b e r t  Boyes had gone to I r e l a n d  i n 1733 t o f i n d  someone of  

Th o mp s o n ' s  c a l i b e r ,  and ev i dence suggest s  he di d ver y  w e l l .  

I n 1 7 3 4 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  c o m mu n i c a n t s  i n t he 

Londonder r y  c h u r c h . ^

R e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t own r e m a i n e d  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o l d  

m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  however .  In November 1735 , a number of  them 

c a l l e d  f o r  a meet i ng to d i scuss  hav i ng a separ a t e  m i n i s t e r  

f o r  t h e i r  h a l f  o f  t own.  The r e s u l t  was a chai n of  event s  

t h a t  n o t  o n l y  s p l i t  Londonder r y  i n t wo,  but  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

weakened p r o p r i e t a r y  c o n t r o l  of  town a f f a i r s .

The me e t i n g  was hel d on t he f i r s t  day of  December ,  and 

j u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  m o d e r a t o r ,  t h e  "west  s i de "  

r e s i d e n t s  were i n t he m a j o r i t y - - s o  much so t h a t  most  of  t he 

" e a s t  s i d e "  r e s i d e n t s  l e f t  i n d i s g u s t .  A vot e was t aken
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a n y w a y ,  and 120 o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  sa i d  t hey  wanted a new 

p a r i s h  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t own.  F i ve  men, i n c l u d i n g  

R o b e r t  B o y e s ,  f o r m a l l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t he vo t e ,  wh i l e  

t w e n t y - f i v e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t he  wes t er n  h a l f  o f  town p r o t e s t e d  

" a g a i n s t  o u r  b e i n g  S e t t  o f f  o r  D i s ane x ' d  f rom under  t he 

Reverend Mr.  Thomson' s M i n i s t r y . . . . " ^

The new west  p a r i s h  c r ea t ed  by t h i s  town meet i ng s t i l l  

n e e d e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Por t smout h i n 

o r d e r  t o  b e g i n  c o l l e c t i n g  i t s  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x .  The f i r s t  

k n o w n  p e t i t i o n  w e n t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n  17 3 6 , 

a c c o m p a n i e d  by a c o u n t e r  p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  ol d p a r i s h  

a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  t own not  be d i v i d e d . ^  The gener al  c o u r t  

d e l a y e d  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h ' s  r eques t  f o r  sever a l  

y e a r s .  U n d o u b t l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were concerned about  t he 

l ack  o f  consensus i n t own.

By 1 7 3 5 ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r ,  L o n a o n d e r r y  had become 

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s .  Two o f  t h e s e  

f a c t i o n s  c o u l d  not  be e a s i l y  r e c o n c i l e d .  The " o l d  p a r i s h "  

f a c t i o n ,  l e d  by R o b e r t  B o y e s ,  r e s e n t e d  t h e  i d e a  of  a 

s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  i n t own.  Boyes not  on l y  wanted to see the 

t o w n ' s  geogr aph i c  c e n t e r  s t ay  where i t  was,  but  he l amented 

t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  t o c o n t r o l  t he s i t u a t i o n .  

I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  d i v i d e d ,  and as a r e s u l t ,  

t h e y  sought  non-commoners and even t r a n s i e n t s  to get  needed 

v o t e s .  Op p o s e d  t o  t h e  o l d  p a r i s h  f a c t i o n  was t he west  

p a r i s h  f a c t i o n ,  l e d  by p r o p r i e t o r  John  Mc Mur ph y  and 

n o n - c o m m o n e r  George Duncan.  C o i n c i d e n t l y  , t hese were on l y
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t wo j u s t i c e s  o f  p e a c e  i n  Londonder r y .  Thi s  group wanted 

t h e  new p a r i s h ,  and many o f  them had been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

b u i l d i n g  t he west  meet i nghouse and h i r i n g  Davi d MacGregor .

A t h i r d  and ver y  power f u l  f a c t i o n  l i v e d  anywhere f r om 

t wo t o  f o u r  mi l es  west  of  t he  o l d  meet i nghouse,  i n or  near  

t h e  E a y e r s  and A i k e n s  r a n g e s .  Si nce t hey  l i v e d  west  o f  

B e a v e r  B r o o k ,  t h e y  we r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  west  p a r i s h  peop l e .  

Ye t  t h e y  we r e  c l ose  enough t o  t he o l d  meet i nghouse t o f i n d  

i t  c o n v e n i e n t ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon o t h e r  c i r c u ms t a n c e s .  In 

1 7 3 1 ,  when L o n d o n d e r r y  was w i t h o u t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  a 

r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r ,  l eader s  o f  t he  " mi d d l e "  group had j o i n e d  

w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  a s k i n g  f o r  a new p a r i s h .  In 1735,  when 

Thomas Thompson was p e r f o r mi n g  h i s  d u t i e s  admi r ab l y  i n t he 

o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  t h i s  same group ob j ec t ed  t o " be i ng  Se t t  

o f f  o r  D i s a n e x ' d . "  Mo s t  o f  t h e s e  men were p r o p r i e t o r s .  

T h e i r  1 e a d e r  s - - An d r  e w Todd ,  John Wal l ace ,  Abraham Holms,  

D a v i d  B o g l e ,  Samuel  M o r i s o n ,  and o t h e r s - - we r e  among t he 

mos t  p r e s t i g i o u s  men i n t own.  Any f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  of  t he 

pa r i sh  pr obl em woul d have t o  t ake  t h i s  group i n t o  accoun t .

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t wo y e a r s ,  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

f a c t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  even a g r e e  upon t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  a 

l e g a l  v o t e r .  I t  seems p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  t he west  p a r i s h ,  

s e n s i n g  t h e y  we r e  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y ,  became r a t h e r  l i b e r a l  

wh e n  g r a n t i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e .  Boyes  and t h e  mor e  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  o l d  p a r i s h  f a c t i o n  c o mp l a i n e d  of  t h i s  and 

o t h e r  " E r e g u l a r ' '  measur es.  When a number of  " t r a n s i e n t s "  

f r o m  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  Mar ch  1736 town
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m e e t i n g ,  and when t h e  s e l e c t m e n  agreed to l e t  t hese men 

v o t e ,  t h e  o l d  p a r i s h  v o t e r s ,  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  mi d d l e  

f a c t i o n ,  b o y c o t t e d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  The west  p a r i s h  v o t e r s  

h e l d  t h e  m e e t i n g  anyway  and e l e c t e d  an e n t i r e  s l a t e  of  

o f f i c e r s .  They  even r e c o r d e d  t he vo t es .  John B l a i r  was 

e l e c t e d  m o d e r a t o r  " b y  one Hundred and t went y  t h r e e  vot es 

and no C o n t r a r y " ;  John McMurphy was e l e c t ed  town c l e r k  "by 

98 v o t e s  and no C o n t r a r y " ;  and so on.  Rober t  Boyes pai d 

f o r  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to t he p r oceed i ngs .  He was unani mousl y  

e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  u n p o p u l a r  p o s i t i o n  o f  c ons t ab l e  f o r  t he 

" E a s t e r l y  S i d e  o f  Beaver  Br ook . "  He r e f used to serve and 

was l a t e r  f i  ned . ^

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  most  unusual  town meet i ng ,  Boyes 

and a f e w o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  s e n t  an o f f i c i a l  

p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n Por t smout h.  They c l a i med 

t h a t  t h e  Ma r c h  me e t i n g  "was not  l ega l '  i n i t  S e l f ,  n e i t h e r  

was i t  l e g a l e e  C a r r i e d  on,  f o r  a g r ea t  maney of  them t h a t  

was v o t e r s  was o n l y  t r a nge n t  persons and pai d no r a t es  in 

t h i s  t o w n . . . . " 13 when t h e  f u l l  t own met  at  a spec i a l  

m e e t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  November,  t he ol d pa r i sh  peopl e must  

have been i n t he m a j o r i t y ,  f o r  Boyes was e l ec t ed  moder a t o r .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  Boyes  c o u l d  n o t  s e r v e  b e c a u s e  he f e l t  t he 

m e e t i n g  had n o t  been c a l l e d  l e g a l l y .  For  a meet i ng to be 

l e g a l ,  i t  had t o  be c a l l e d  by t he c o n s t a b l e .  Si nce Boyes 

had r e f u s e d  t o  p e r f o r m  t he c o n s t a b l e ' s  dut y  among h i s  own 

p a r i s n o n e r s ,  t h e  November  m e e t i n g  was,  at  l e a s t  i n h i s  

mi nd,  a meet i ng w i t h  no l ega l  s t a n d i n g . ^
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The r e g u l a r  t own  m e e t i n g  o f  Mar ch  1737 was c a l l e d  

p r o p e r l y ,  a l t h o u g h  t he outcome was j u s t  as unsat i  s f  ac t o r y  

as t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  M a r c h .  The o l d  pa r i sh

f a c t i o n  was in t he m a j o r i t y  and p r omp t l y  i n f or med t he west

p a r i s h  f a c t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  r e s i d e n t s  who pai d town t axes  

w o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o vo t e .  The west  p a r i s h  peopl e ob j ec t ed  

and p r e s e n t e d  a l i s t  o f  men who " shou l d  be vo t e r s  o n l y . "  

The s e l e c t m e n ,  who we r e  t h e  we s t  pa r i s h  men e l e c t e d  t he 

p r e v i o u s  M a r c h ,  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e i r  west  pa r i s h  ne i ghbor s .  

At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t he meet i ng br oke i n t o  two gr oups.  The ol d

p a r i s h  v o t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  mo s t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  f a c t i o n ,

e l e c t e d  one s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  w h i l e  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  

v o t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  f a c t i o n ,  

e l e c t e d  anot her  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s .  However ,  s i nce t he on l y  

t wo j u s t i c e s  o f  p e a c e  i n  town were west  p a r i s h  men, on l y  

t h e  wes t  p a r i s h  o f f i c e r s  were sworn i n .  John McMurphy,  who 

was n o t  o n l y  one o f  t h e  j u s t i c e s  of  t he peace,  but  town 

c l e r k  as w e l l ,  t hen s i mp l y  r ecor ded t he p r eceed i ngs  i n t he 

town r e c o r d s .  No ment i on was made of  t he r i v a l  s l a t e .

Boyes  and n i n e t y - t h r e e  o t he r s  sent  a p e t i t i o n  o f f  to 

t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n Por t smout h ask i ng t h a t  t he ol d pa r i s h  

s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  be approved.  I n s t e a d ,  t he gener al  cou r t  

o r d e r e d  L o n d o n d e r r y  t o  h o l d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o v e r  a g a i n .  

N a t h a n i e l  Weare,  de l ega t e  t o t he gener al  c o u r t  f r om Hampton 

F a l l s ,  was appo i n t ed  moder at or  of  t he meet i ng .  The r e s u l t  

was a v i c t o r y  f o r  Boyes  and t he o l d  pa r i s h  f a c t i o n .  The 

s e l e c t m e n ,  c l e r k ,  and cons t ab l es  were f rom e i t h e r  t he ol d
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p a r i s h  o r  t h e  f a r m s  a r o u n d  t h e  E a y e r s  and A i k e n s  

r a n g e s .

Even b e f o r e  t h e  d i s p u t e d  town meet i ng  of  March 1737,  

t h e r e  had been a number of  s i g n i f i c a n t  devel opment s  in t he 

w e s t  p a r i s h .  T h e s e  devel opment s sur r ounded the person of  

t h e  Reverend Davi d MacGregor .  In many r e s p e c t s ,  he was t he

l o g i c a l  cho i ce  f o r  west  p a r i s h  m i n i s t e r .  The memory of  h i s

f a t h e r  wa s  r e v e r e d  by t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  and t h e  s o n ,  who had been t u t o r e d  by h i s  

f a t h e r  and t he Reverend Mat thew C l a r k - - b o t h  ve t e r ans  o f  t he 

s i e g e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  i n  1 6 8 9 - - p o s s e s s e d  a f i e r y  s p i r i t  

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a f r o n t i e r  p a r i s h .  Si nce Davi d MacGregor  

was an a r d e n t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  w i t h  no c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g ,  he 

w o u l d  h a v e  had p r o b l e m s  f i n d i n g  a l mos t  any o t he r  church 

p o s i t i o n  i n New Engl and.  Of c ou r se ,  t he west  pa r i sh  had no 

l e g a l  s t an d i ng  and an unproven a b i l i t y  t o suppor t  a r e g u l a r  

m i n i s t e r ;  i t  was  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  l o o k  f o r  an

E d i n b u r g h - t r a i n e d  m i n i s t e r .  In s h o r t ,  t he m i n i s t e r  and the 

p a r i s h  a n s w e r e d  each  o t h e r s '  n e e d s  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

p e r f e c t l y .  D a v i e  M a c G r e g o r  s e r v e d  t h e  we s t  p a r i s h

f a i t h f u l l y  u n t i l  h i s  deat h in 1777.

Be t we e n  MacGr egor ' s  t a l e n t s  and t he r ever ence f e l t  f o r  

h i s  f a t h e r ,  a n u mbe r  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s  l i v i n g  in t he Eayers 

and A i k e n s  r a n g e s ,  as we l l  as a few l i v i n g  east  of  Beaver  

B r o o k ,  dec i ded t o a t t end  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  r a t h e r  than t hose of  

Thomas Th omps on  i n  t h e  o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  I n  o r de r  t o 

a c c o mmo d a t e  t hese p o t e n t i a l  c o n v e r t s ,  t he m a j o r i t y  o f  west
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p a r i s h  v o t e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  move t h e i r  meet i nghouse f u r t h e r  

e a s t ,  t o  w i t h i n  a mi l e  and a h a l f  of  t he o l d  meet i nghouse.  

A v o c a l  m i n o r i t y  o f  w e s t  p a r i s h  r e s i d e n t s ,  most  of  whom 

l i v e d  a l o n g  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  wes t er n  f r i n g e s ,  were upset  by 

t h i s  mo v e .  The w h o l e  p u r p o s e  behi nd t he c r e a t i o n  of  t he 

s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  had bean t o have a meet i nghouse t h a t  was 

a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of  t own.  The 

m i n o r i t y  c l a i med t h a t  t he  o r i g i n a l  west  p a r i s h  meet i nghouse 

was c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d ,  but  t he move t o a s i t e  near  t he ol d 

m e e t i n g h o u s e  " ha t h  Oef at ed our  Good Desgn i n Pr ay i ng t o be 

Se t  o f  as a P a r i s h . . . . " ^  T h e i r  p l e a s  we n t  u n h e a r d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  an d  M a c G r e g o r  was i n s t a l l e d  at  t h e  n e we r  

m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  a l t h o u g h  he gave occas i ona l  sermons at  t he 

f i r s t  w e s t  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  Some of  t he west  p a r i s h  

p e o p l e  we r e  so u p s e t  by t h e  move t h a t  t hey  asked t o be 

r e a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  T h e i r  numbers were 

m a t c h e d  by  e a s t  p a r i s h  p e o p l e  who p r e f e r r e d  D a v i d  

M a c G r e g o r ' s  p r eac h i ng .  A l l  i n a l l ,  i t  was a good move f o r  

t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  peopl e .  By moving t h e i r  meet i nghouse t o a 

m o r e  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e y  p u l l e d  i n  many w e a l t h y  

p r o p r i e t o r s  f r o m  t h e  " m i d d l e "  f a c t i o n  i n t own.  Not  on l y  

d i d  t h i s  g i v e  t hem mor e p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t ,  but  i t  made i t  

e a s i e r  t o  p r ov i de  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r  w i t h  a r e g u l a r  s a l a r y . ^

M a c G r e g o r  became mor e o f  a f a c t o r  i n Lo ndonde r r y ' s  

p a r i s h  p r o b l e m s  as he f e l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  under  t he s p e l l  of  

t h e  G r e a t  A w a k e n i n g .  Wh e r e a s  Thomas Thompson,  and hi s  

E d i n b u r g h - t r a i n e d  successor  Wi l l i a m  Dav i dson,  gave t he east
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p a r i s h  s o l i d  but  u n i n s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p ,  MacGregor  gave hi s  

w e s t  p a r i s h  l i s t e n e r s  e v a n g e l i c a l  p r each i ng  at  i t s  bes t .  

A l t h o u g h  d e t a i l s  of  MacGr egor ' s  " c o n v e r s i o n "  t o e v a n g e l i c a l  

p r e a c h i n g  a r e  n o t  k n o w n ,  i t  i s  known t h a t  t h e r e  were 

t h e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between east  and west  pa r i shes  as 

e a r l y  as A p r i l  1 7 3 7 . I n  t h a t  mont h,  e i g h t y  west  pa r i s h  

r e s i d e n t s  p r epa r ed  a " p r oposa l  of  peace"  to " ou r  C h r i s t i a n  

f r i e n d s  an d  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  o l d  C o n g r e g a t i o n . " ^  

S p e a k i n g  o f  t he  " Ecc 1 i seast  i ck p a r t  of  our  d i v i s i o n s , "  t he 

a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  p e a c e  p r o p o s a l  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  of  

d i f f e r e n c e  was u s u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n a synod.  However ,  t he r e  

was no s y n o d  i n  New Engl and,  and t he r e g i o n ' s  p r e s b y t e r y ,  

s m a l l  as i t  wa s ,  was s u f f e r i n g  f r om "a Schi sm among t he 

M e m b e r s . "  The a u t h o r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  suggest ed b r i n g i n g  in 

n e i g h b o r i n g  m i n i s t e r s  " o f  t he Congr egat i ona l  per swas i on"  to 

a r b i t r a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Beyond t h i s ,  however ,  t h e r e  i s 

no h i n t  a t  wh a t  t h e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  two 

p a r i s h e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  t he west  pa r i sh  

r e m i n d e d  t h e i r  f e l l o w  i m m i g r a n t s  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  a l l  

" S t r a n g e r s "  i n New Engl and,  "whi ch ought  t o e x c i t e  us to a 

s t r i c t e r  ami t y  and u n i t y  among our  Se l v es . "

By 1 7 4 2 ,  D a v i d  Ma c G r e g o r  was a r ecogn i zed l ea de r  of  

t h e  G r e a t  A w a k e n i n g  i n  New En g l a n d .  From h i s  pub l i shed  

w o r k s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  he was i n f l u e n c e d  by George W h i t e f i e l d  

as e a r l y  as 1 7 4 0 ,  a l t h o u g h  he may w e l l  ha v e  t a k e n  an 

i n t e r e s t  i n t he " Secess i on"  movement  t h a t  began a few year s  

e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  S c o t t i s h  K i r k .  Two of  t he l eader s  i n t h i s

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  2 6 8  -

e v a n g e l i c a l  movement were Ebenezer  and Ralph Er s k i n e ,  bot h 

o f  whom we r e  c i t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  by MacGregor .  MacGregor ' s  

s t y l e  o f  e v a n g e l i s m  was marked by a s t ong d i s l i k e  f o r  t he 

" A r m i n i a n s "  who opposed t he Awakeni ng.  In h i s  sermon The 

S p i r i t s  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  Day T r i e d  ( 1 7 4 2 )  he s t a t es  t h a t  

" t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and most  i n v e t e r a t e  Opposers"  o f  the Great  

A w a k e n i n g  " a r e  Men o f  A r mi n i a n  and Pe l ag i an P r i n c i p l e s , "  

w h i l e  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  " a r e  o n l y  D e p u t y  o r  second Hand 

Op p o s e r s . . . . Some hat ch t he L i e s ,  and o t h e r s  l a b o u r i n g  under  

t h e  m a l i g n a n t  I n f l u e n c e  of  a p r e j u d i c e d  Mind do too e a s i l y  

b e l i e v e  t hem and r e p o r t  them f o r  T r u t h s . "  MacGregor ,  who 

r a r e l y  s p o k e  w i t h  h i s  east  p a r i s h  r i v a l  W i l l i a m  Dav i dson,  

t h e n  a d d e d ,  "does not  t he Conduct  of  some of  them g i ve  t oo 

much Gr o und  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t hey  envy t he Success o f  t he 

L o r d ' s  Wo r k  i n  t h e  H a n d s  o f  t h e i r  8 r e t h r e n . " 2 0  

M a c G r e g o r ' s  f o r c e f u l  speaki ng s t y l e  made t he west  pa r i s h  a 

c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  r e v i v a l  i n  New H a m p s h i r e .  When George 

W h i t e f i e l d  came t o  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  west  p a r i s h ,  he had to
O 1

speak t o t he o v e r f l o w crowd in an open f i e l d .  1

A l t h o u g h  by 1737 Dav i d MacGregor  and t he west  p a r i s h  

f a c t i o n  we r e  w e l l  on t h e i r  way to e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v i a b l e  

p a r i s h  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t hey s t i l l  

l a c k e d  o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  P o r t s m o u t h .  ^ 2 ^ s a

r e s u l t ,  t h e y  had no r e l i a b l e  means of  pay i ng MacGregor ' s  

s a l a r y .  Wor se  y e t ,  many p r o p r i e t o r s  l i v i n g  i n t he west  

p a r i s h ,  by v i r t u e  of  t he seat s t hey  s t i l l  hel d i n t he ol d
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m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  had t o  pay an a n n u a l  r e n t  used f o r  t he 

mai nt enance o f  t he eas t  p a r i s h  m i n i s t e r .

The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  i n t he c r e a t i o n  of  t he west  pa r i sh  

b e g a n  i n  l a t e  1 7 3 8 ,  w h e n  a n u mb e r  o f  w e s t  p a r i s h  

p r o p r i e t o r s  t r i e d  t o  " g i v e  b a c k "  t h e i r  seat s i n t he o l d  

m e e t i n g h o u s e .  The move was a g a m b l e ,  f o r  e a s t  pa r i s h  

v o t e r s  w e r e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  and t h e y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  

r e f u s e - - h e n c e  p u t t i n g  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n a 

d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n .  The town dec i ded i n a November meet i ng 

t o  a p p o i n t  a c o m m i t t e e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  and to 

" t r e a t  o r  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Mr ,  M a c G r e g o r ' s  

s o s i e t  y . . . . " ^  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  was bound  to cause pr obl ems.  

W h i l e  i t  was agreed t h a t  t he  west  pa r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  coul d 

g i v e  b a c k  t h e i r  s e a t s ,  i t  was a l so dec i ded to change t he 

means f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  ' •ate.  Beg i nn i ng i n 

1 7 3 9 ,  t h e  t own wo u l d  c o l l e c t  t he m i n i s t e r i a l  r a t e  as p a r t  

of  t h e  t own  t a x .  P r o p r i e t o r s  and non-commoners a l i k e  i n 

t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  would be f o r c e d  to pay t he expenses of  t he 

e a s t  p a r i s h .  No l e s s  t h a n  114 w e s t  p a r i s h  r e s i d e n t s  

r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  by p e t i t i o n i n g  t he general  

c o u r t ,  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  "may be f r e e d  & exempt ed f r om 

p a y i n g  t o  any o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  s a l a r y  t han t h e i r  o w n . . . . "  

They  a l s o  asked t h a t  e i t h e r  t hey  be made a separ a t e  p a r i s h ,  

or  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  t own be a s s e s s e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  

both m i n i s t e r s . ^
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The s e l e c t m e n  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  speak i ng f o r  t he eas t  

p a r i s h ,  i s s u e d  a c o u n t e r  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o w n . ^  They 

had s w i t c h e d  ove r  t o  t he new method o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t he town 

m i n i s t e r  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n f o r med  w i t h  p r o v i n c e  l aw.  As f o r  

t h e  new p a r i s h ,  t h e y  wou l d  go al ong w i t h  t h i s  as l ong as 

t h e  we s t  p a r i s h  moved i t s  meet i nghouse back to i t s  o r i g i n a l  

l o c a t i o n .  T h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t wo c h u r c h e s  so 

t h e o l o g i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom one ano t her  " w i l l  t end more t o 

t h e  f o m e n t i n g  o f  ou r  p r esen t  Debets and t he d e s t r o y i n g  of  

Re l i g i o n  t han any t h i n g  E l s e . . . . "

The we s t  p a r i s h  count er ed t h i s  p e t i t i o n  oy say i ng t h a t  

t h e  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  meet i nghouse was dec i ded a 

f ew y e a r s  ago by t he m a j o r i t y  o f  peopl e l i v i n g  i n t he west

p a r i s h .  The e a s t  p a r i s h  had no bus i ness  t e l l i n g  t he west

wh e r e  t o  p u t  i t s  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he west  

p a r i s h  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  t h e  e a s t  p a r i s h  was mo t i v a t ed  by "a 

r o o t e d  a n t i p a t h y  a g a i n s t  o u r  M i n i s t e r . . . . Had we an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  of  l e t t i n g  your  Honor  I n t o  some passages o f  t he 

S e c r e t  H i s t o r y  o f  our  Town we cou l d  make i t  ma n i f e s t  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  no g r o u n d - l e s s  i nuendo. " ^®

T h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  

p e t i t i o n e r s .  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 4 0 ,  t h e  we s t  p a r i s h  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as a p a r i s h  h a v i n g  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  r a i s e  t a x  money  t o  pay  i t s  c h u r c h  and 

sc hoo  1 - r e  1 a t e d  e x p e n s e s .  R e s i d e n t s  o f  t he west  p a r i s h  

w o u l d  pay no school  or  church f ees  i n t he east  p a r i s h .  In

a d d i t i o n ,  f o r t y  p e o p l e  f r om each p a r i s h  coul d cross over
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and a t t e n d  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r i s h ,  as l ong as t hey  

f o r m a l l y  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  w i t h  town a u t h o r i t i e s .  

The new p a r i s h  d i d  not  have any town p r i v i l e g e s ,  however .  

R e s i d e n t s  of  t he west  p a r i s h  s t i l l  a t t ended town meet i ng i n 

t h e  o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  l oc a t ed  i n t he o l d  p a r i s h .  Not h i ng 

was s a i d  i n  t he act  of  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  about  t he l o c a t i o n  of  

t he west  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e . ^

T h r o u g h o u t  t he no i sy  d i f f i c u l t i e s  between t he eas t  and

w e s t  p a r i s h e s ,  r e s i d e n t s  i n t he Cobbet t s  Lake ar ea,  l oc a t ed

i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t he east  p a r i s h ,  r emai ned l o y a l

t o  t h e i r  f e l l o w  p a r i s h i o n e r s  . I n  F e b r u a r y  1740 , t hese

s o u t h e r n  member s  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r i s h  even p e t i t i o n e d  t he

g e n e r a l  c o u r t  i n t he hopes of  b l o c k i n g  t he i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of

? 8t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h .  Ho we v e r ,  t h e i r  mot i ves  were somewhat  

s e l f i s h *  I n  t h i s  b r i e f  p e t i t i o n ,  t hey  admi t  t h a t  "by t he 

b l e s s i n g  of  God i n a f ue y e a r s "  t hey hope to be made i n t o  a 

s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h .  They were a f r a i d  t h a t  t he c r e a t i o n  of  t he 

west  pa r i s h  would h u r t  t h e i r  chances.

U p o n  h e a r i n g  t h t  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  had  b e e n  

i n c o r p o r a t e d , t h e  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  i n  t he Cobbet t s  Lake 

a r e a  me t ,  a g r e e d  upon p a r i s h  boundar i es ,  and submi t t ed  a 

p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n . The gener al  c o u r t  r ec e i v ed  t he 

p e t i t i o n ,  and i n  J a n u a r y  1 7 4 2 ,  gave  t h e  o l d  p a r i s h  

r e s i d e n t s  a c h a n c e  t o  r e s p o n d .  For  unknown r easons ,  t he 

s e l e c t m e n  of  Londonder r y  l e t  t he sout her n p a r i s h  go w i t h o u t  

t h e  s l i g h t e s t  c o m p l a i n t .  ^  j wo days a f t e r  hear i ng  f r om 

t h e  s e l e c t m e n  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t
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i n c o r p o r a t e d  a p a r i s h  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  by t h e  name o f  

Wi n d h a m.  U n l i k e  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h ,  however ,  Windham was 

" i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p o w e r s  and a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t he 

s e v e r a l l  Towns i n t h e  P r o v i n c e  are i nves t ed  w i t h . . . . " ^  

A l t h o u g h  Wi ndham was t e c h n i c a l l y  a pa r i s h  w i t h i n  t he  town 

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  i n  f a c t  i t  was a separ a t e t own.  I t  hel d 

t own m e e t i n g s ,  pr epared separ a t e  town t ax  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  and 

i n  t i m e ,  s e n t  i t s  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

c o u r t .

The ease o f  W i n d h a m ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  f rom L o n d o n d e r r y 1 s 

o l d  p a r i s h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  and perhaps a number of  

u n r e c o r d e d  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  had g r e a t l y  h i nder ed eas t - wes t  

r e l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s .  Windham con t a i ned ver y  few 

p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1 7 4 0 ,  i t s  c e n t e r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  was f a r  

r e mo v e d  f r o m  t h a t  of  t he o l d  p a r i s h ,  and i t  had n e i t h e r  a 

s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r  n o r  a meet i nghouse.  On t he o t h e r  hand,  

t h e  wes t  p a r i s h ,  dependi ng upon where t he d i v i d i n g  l i n e  was 

d r a w n ,  c o n t a i n e d  al most  h a l f  of  Londonder r y ' s  p r o p r i e t o r s .  

Some o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  t own  wer e

r e p r e s e n t e d  on both s i de s .  The west  pa r i sh  had not  one but

t wo meet i nghouses ,  one of  whi ch was b u i l t  danger ous l y  c l ose 

t o  t h e  homes o f  e a s t  p a r i s h  r e s i d e n t s .  F i n a l l y ,  t he 

d y n a m i c  m i n i s t e r  of  t he west  pa r i s h  hel d vi ews t h a t  were at  

odds  w i t h  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t he o l d  p a r i s h .  In s h o r t ,  t he 

w e s t  p a r i s h  and i t s  c h u r c h  wer e  n o t  seen as a good

n e i g h b o r ,  b u t  as a r i v a l  and a t h r e a t  t o t he ol d p a r i s h .
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I t  was  a r i v a l r y  t h a t  l a s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

Revo l u t i  o n .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  i t s  s o u t h e r n  p a r i s h ,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  was much mor e popul ous i n 1742 than i n 1732 . 

The n u mbe r  o f  p o l l s  i n t he 1742 i n v e n t o r y  was 295- - up f r om 

160 i n  t h e  1732 i n v e n t o r y . 32 i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  i f  

sons  had r e p l a c e d  f a t h e r s  i n  some cases,  but  i t  appears 

t h a t  f i f t y - f o u r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  were s t i l l  

L o n d o n d e r r y  r e s i d e n t s  i n 1745,  wh i l e  an a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  t o  

t e n  p r o p r i e t a r y  shares were hel d by widows of  t he o r i g i n a l  

p r o p r i e t o r s  o r  s ons  w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  names.  

O v e r a l l ,  107 o f  t h e  242 names g i v e n  al so appear  on t he 

e a r l i e r  i n v e n t o r y .  Many of  t he newcomers t o t he i n v e n t o r y  

we r e  sons  who had r e a c h e d  a d u l t h o o d  i n t he decade a f t e r  

1 7 3 2 ;  o f  t h e  1 3 5  new names on t h e  i n v e n t o r y ,  o n l y  

f i f t y - e i g h t  r e p r e s e n t  l a s t  names n o t  f ound i n t he 1732 

i n v e n t o r y .

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i me ,  New Hampshi r e ' s  1742 t ax  i n v e n t o r y  

n o t  o n l y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s e c o n d  t i e r  t o wn s  o f  Roches t er ,  

C h e s t e r ,  a n d  N o t t i n g h a m ,  b u t  some o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

" d i s t r i c t s "  whi ch f e l l  i n t o  New Hampshi re by v i r t u e  of  t he 

1740 boundar y  d e c i s i o n .  Yet  i n s p i t e  of  t hese a d d i t i o n s  to 

t h e  t o t a l ,  and i n s p i t e  of  t he l oss  of  t he sout her n p a r i s h  

o f  Wi ndh am,  L o n d o n d e r r y 1 s p o p u l a t i o n  i ncr eased f a s t e r  than 

t h a t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  as a w h o l e .  Wher eas  i n  1732 

L o n d o n d e r r y  r e p o r t e d  5.4% of  t he p o l l s ,  i n 1742,  t he town 

r e p o r t e d  5. 7% o f  t h e  p o l l s .  Londonder r y  r e s i d e n t s  s t i l l
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l i v e d  i n  o n l y  2. 3% o f  New Ha mp s h i r e ' s  t w o - s t o r y  houses,  

a l t h o u g h  t h i s  p e r c e n t a g e  w o u l d  have b e e n ’ h i g he r  had not  

p o r t i o n s  o f  o l d e r ,  more devel oped Massachuset t s  towns been 

added t o  t h e  1742 i n v e n t o r y .  C l e a r l y  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

f a r m s  w e r e  d e v e l o p i n g .  Whereas Londonder r y  c on t a i ned  o n l y

1.2% o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  i m p r o v e d  f a r m  l and i n 1732,  by 

17 42 ,  3. 4% o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  i m p r o v e d  f ar m l and was i n 

Londonder r y ' s  two r emai n i ng  p a r i s h e s .

A f t e r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  year s  of  s e t t l e m e n t ,  or  r o ugh l y  a 

g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  town of  Londonder r y  was,  at  

l e a s t  by p o l l  c o u n t ,  New Hampshi r e ' s  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  t own,  

r a n k i n g  j u s t  ahead o f  t he c e n t u r y - o l d  town o f  Hampton.  I t  

had  a l r e a d y  s pa wned  t h e  s m a l l  t o wn  o f  Wi n d h a m,  and 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r me r s ,  many o f  whom had l i v e d  f o r  some t i me 

i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  t o w n s  o f  C h e s t e r ,  

K i n g s t o n ,  and L i t c h f i e l d ;  t he d i s t r i c t s  of  Methuen-,  Dr acu t ,  

H a v e r h i l l ,  and D u n s t a b l e ;  as w e l l  as u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  

t o w n s h i p s  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  (see Chapt er  V I I I ) .  When 

G o v e r n o r  Be l cher  v i s i t e d  t he area i n 1737,  he was i mpressed 

" w i t h  t h e  f i n e  s o i l  o f  C h e s t e r ,  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

i mprovements at  Der r y ,  and t he mi gh t y  f a l l s  at  S k e a g . " ^

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  wer e  

u n d o u b t e d l y  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n t he t own ' s  success s t o r y .  

U n l i k e  mos t  t ownshi ps  i n e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New Hampshi re,  

L o n d o n d e r r y  wa s  s e t t l e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  

Ma s s a c h u s e t t s  p l an .  The communi t y ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  and the 

t o w n s h i p ' s  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  were c l o s e l y  c o r r e l a t e d .
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I n a d d i t i o n ,  a b o dy  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  amount i ng t o a l most  

h a l f  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  number,  were s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n town and 

c o n t r o l l i n g  most  town a f f a i r s  two decades l a t e r .

The s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  " p r o p r i e t a r y "  e l e m e n t ,  when 

c o mp a r e d  w i t h  non-commoners a r r i v i n g  i n town a f t e r  t he 1722 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i s  q u i t e  s t r i k i n g .  When compar i ng t he 1728 

and 1742 t o wn  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on l y  f i v e  f a m i l y  

names f r o m  among t h e  s e v e n t y - s i x  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n 1728 have 

d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  l i s t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  i n 1742.  Four  of  

t h e s e  f i v e  names a r e  E n g l i s h .  The o n l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

p r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l y  name absent  f r om t he l i s t  of  r e s i d e n t s  

i n  1742 i s  t h e  C a r g i l l  f a m i l y  — a l t nough t h r e e  s o n s - i n - l a w  

o f  p r o p r i e t o r  D a v i d  C a r g i l l  were known t o be i n t own.  Of 

t h e  f i f t y - f o u r  p r o p r i e t o r s  l i s t e d  i n t he 1742 i n v e n t o r y ,  

o n l y  one i s  known t o be E n g l i s h .  A t o t a l  o f  149 househol d 

h e a d s ,  o r  r o u g h l y  h a l f  t h e  t own p o p u l a t i o n ,  had a 

p r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l y  name. Meanwhi l e ,  t he a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  was 

g r e a t e r  f o r  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  non-commoners l i s t e d  i n t he 

1728 i n v e n t o r y .  Of t he t h i r t y - o n e  f a m i l y  names,  e l even are 

n o t  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  1 7 4 2 i n v e n t o r y .  And,  on l y  f o r t y  

h o u s e h o l d  heads ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  one- sevent h  of  

t h e  p o l l s  i n  t o w n ,  had one o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t w e n t y  

n o n - c o m m o n e r s  names .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s - - a n d  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s - - s t a y e d  i n t own,  

m a n a g i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  f a r m s  f o r  a l e a s t  some of  t h e i r  sons 

and d a u g h t e r s  w i t h i n  town l i m i t s .  The e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  who 

wer e  no t  p r o p r i e t o r s  had a g r e a t e r  t endency t o move on,  and
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v i r t u a l l y  no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  w i t h i n  

t he t own.

T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  i n  

L o n d o n d e r r y  can  be a p p r e c i a t e d  by compar i ng t he town w i t h  

C o n c o r d ,  o r  P e n n y c o o k .  L o n d o n d e r r y  and C o n c o r d  were 

s e t t l e d  w i t h i n  seven year s  of  each o t h e r .  Both were l a r ge  

c o m m u n i t i e s  g e o g r  a phi  cal  l y - - r o u g h  l y  t en mi l es  squar e - - and 

b o t h  were s i t u a t e d  on p r omi s i n g  s i t e s  o f f e r i n g  b e t t e r - t h a n -  

a v e r a g e  e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l .  F i n a l l y ,  both were t ownshi ps  

s e t t l e d  by a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of  t h e i r  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n t he 

b e s t  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Massachuset t s  t r a d i t i o n .  The two 

c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n t r a s t  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t he many " s p e c u l a t i v e "  

t o w n s h i p s  b e i n g  g r a n t e d  by M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w e s t  o f  t he 

Mer r i mack i n t he 1730 1 s . ^

C o n c o r d  b e g a n  as t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o w n s h i p  o f  

P e n n y c o o k  i n  1 7 2 6 .  By 1 7 3 2 ,  i t  had become t he l e g a l l y  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  Massachuset t s  town of  Rumford.  Fo l l o w i n g  t he 

New Hampsh i r e - Massachuse t t s  boundary s e t t l e me n t  i n 1740,  i t  

became a d i s t r i c t  w i t h i n  New H a m p s h i r e .  La t e r  on,  t he 

s e t t l e m e n t  became a p a r i s h  i n t he New Hampshi re town o f  Bow 

by t h e  name of  Concord.  I t  became t he l e g a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

town of  Concord near  t he end of  t he Re v o l u t i o n .

As t h e  e a r l y  " p l a n t a t i o n "  of  Pennycook,  Concord was 

v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  L i ke  Londonder r y ,  i t  grew r a p i d l y ,  t hanks 

l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  d i r e c t  r o l e  p l a y e d  by i t s  p r o p r i e t o r s .  

Moder n  h i s t o r i a n s  have r ecogn i zed  t he unusual  d i l i g e n c e  of
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C o n c o r d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n p e r s o n a l l y  f u l f i l l i n g  t he 

t erms of  t he g r a n t . ^

By c ompar i n g  a 1746 l i s t  of  househol d heads i n Concord 

w i t h  a 1726 l i s t  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  d i r e c t  p r o p r i e t a r y  

i n v o l v e m e n t  du r i ng  t he communi t y ' s  f i r s t  t went y  y ea r s .  The 

1746 l i s t  was made f o r  t h e  pu r po s e  of  p l a c i n g  Concor d ' s  

f a m i l i e s  i n t he communi t y ' s  seven g a r r i s o n s  i n t he event  of  

I n d i a n  a t t a c k .  The one hundred names r e p r e s e n t  a v i r t u a l l y
■D £

compl et e l i s t  of  househol d heads f o r  t he t i me .

Th e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  T a b l e  I r e v e a l  t h a t  C o n c o r d ' s  

o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  wer e  much l e s s  i n ev i dence t went y  

y e a r s  a f t e r  t he t ownshi p gr ant  than were t he p r o p r i e t o r s  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  a f t e r  a s i m i l a r  l apse of  t i me .  Twenty year s  

a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  o n l y  10% o f  C o n c o r d ' s  o r i g i n a l  

p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t he t own.  Sons and cous i ns  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r oughou t  

C o n c o r d ,  h o w e v e r ,  and t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t he  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  t hey 

made up 50% of  t he t own ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  Yet  even t h i s  f i g u r e  

has t o  be q u a l i f i e d ;  h a l f  of  t he househol d heads l i s t e d  i n 

17 4 6 w e r e  member s  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  p r o l i f i c  fami  1i e s - - t h e  

E a s t ma n s ,  A b b o t t s ,  and Wal ker s .  The f a c t  i s  t ha t  90% of  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  and over  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  the 

p r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l y  names had f a l l e n  by t he waysi de w i t h i n  a 

span of  t went y  year s .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a f t e r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  and a f t e r  a p o r t i o n  o f  town had been taken
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TABLE I 

P r o p r i e t a r y  I n f l u e n c e

Londonderry ( 1 7 1 9 - 1 7 4 2 )  and Concord ( 1 7 2 6 - 17 46 )

Londonder r y  Concord
( i n  1742) ( i n  1746)

% of  O r i g i n a l  P r o p r i e t o r s
l i v i n g  among r e s i d e n t s :  46 10

% o f  Househol d Heads who are
Pr o p r i e t o r s / n o n - c o mmo n e r s : 22/78 10/90

% of  P r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l y  names
l i s t e d  among househol d heads:  65 23

% of  Househol d Heads w i t h  a
p r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l y  name: 62 * 50

Sources:  L o n d o n d e r r y :  P r o p r i e t o r s  l i s t  ( n = 117) i n Par ker ,
L o n d o n d e r r y , 3 2 5-  2 5.  I n v e n t o r y  of  1742 ( n = 242 ) 
f o u n d  i n  N. H.  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  Record Group IV 
( S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ) ,  Ce n s u s  and I n v e n t o r y  
Ret ur ns .

C o n c o r d :  P r o p r i e t o r s  l i s t  ( n =1 0 0 )  i n Bout on,
C o n c o r d  , 1 2 2 - 2 4 .  L i s t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  i n  1746 
( n = 10 0 ) f ound i n Bout on,  Concor d , 154-56 .
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away,  Londonder r y  s t i l l  had 46% o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  

l i v i n g  i n t own.  In s p i t e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r ap i d  gr owt h ( i t  

had 295 p o l l s  t o  Conc or d ' s  83 i n  1742) ,  22% of  t he t own ' s  

r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1742.  Al most  t w o - t h i r d s  of  

t h e  o l d  p r o p r i e t a r y  names cou l d  s t i l l  be f ound i n t own,  and 

t h a n k s  t o  some p r o l i f i c  p r o p r i e t a r y  f a m i l i e s ,  62% of  t he 

t o w n ' s  r e s i d e n t s  had a f a m i l y  name f ound among t he l i s t  of  

o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s .  In s h o r t ,  Lo ndo nde r r y ' s  p r o p r i e t o r s  

p l a y e d  a mor e d i r e c t  r o l e  i n  t o wn  s e t t l e m e n t  and town 

a f f a i r s  t han t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n Concord.

As e v e n t s  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s  had p r oved ,  however ,  even a 

s t r o n g  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  was not  i n v u l n e r a b l e .  When 

d i v i d e d  by  d i s t a n c e ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e o l o g y ,  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  q u i c k  t o  seek t he suppor t  of  o u t s i d e r s ,  

w h e t h e r  t h o s e  o u t s i d e r s  be " t r a n s i e n t s , "  non-commoners,  

P o r t s m o u t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  or  m i n i s t e r s  f r om ne i ghbor i ng  t owns.  

Wor se y e t ,  Londonde r r y ' s  s t r o n g  p r o p r i e t a r y  el ement  made i t  

s o m e t h i n g  o f  a f r e a k  among New Hampshi re t owns.  In t he 

l a t e  1 7 3 0 ' s  L o n d o n d e r r y  was t he o n l y  s e t t l e d  town i n t he 

p r o v i n c e  whose p r o p r i e t o r s  p a i d  a l l  pa r i sh  and hi ghway 

e x p e n s e s .  I n  b o t h  cases,  non-commoners who f e l t  l e f t  out  

o f  c r u c i a l  t o wn  a f f a i r s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Londonder r y ' s  

me t hod  f o r  pay i ng t hese expenses was not  on l y  unusua l ,  but  

c o n t r a r y  t o  p r o v i n c e  l a w . 37 Ye t  o l d  ways d i e d  h a r d .  

A f t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h ,  t h e  e a s t  p a r i s h  

c o n t i n u e d  t o pay t he m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y  t h r ough f unds r a i s ed
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on t h e  r e n t a l  o f  s e a t s .  N o n - c o m m o n e r s  were a l l owed t o 

l e a s e  s o me  o f  t h e  s e a t s  d e s e r t e d  by w e s t  p a r i s h  

p r o p r i e t o r s ,  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e y  had been approved by a
op

commi t t ee o f  p r o p r i e t o r s .

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t e n a c i t y ,  however ,  t he  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e i r  f e l l o w  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o move 

i n t o  s ou t he r n  New Hampshi re.  In t i me ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  had 

n o t  o n l y  f i l l e d  o u t  t h e  b o u n d s  of  Londonder r y ,  but  t hey  

wer e  p o u r i n g  i n t o  f r o n t i e r  t ownshi ps  al ong t he Mer r i mack,  

P i s c a t a q u o g ,  and f i n a l l y  t ne Contoocook r i v e r s .  Un l i k e  t he 

s i t u a t i o n  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t hese new s e t t l e r s  woul d not  be 

p r o p r i e t o r s ;  t h e y  w o u l d  be f a r m e r s  i n  t o wn s  where t he 

p r o p r i e t a r y  e l e m e n t  wa s  v i r t u a l l y  i n v i s i b l e .  I n 

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had e i t h e r  f o u g h t  among 

t h e m s e l v e s  o r  a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e  f o r c e s .  I n  t o w n s  l i k e  

G o f f s t o w n ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  A n t r i m ,  and A c w o r t h ,  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  would s t r u g g l e  t o ma i n t a i n  e t h n i c  b a r r i e r s  i n 

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  Eng l i sh  ne i ghbor s .  I n t he end,  t hey would 

f a i l .
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Chapt er  VI11 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  Expansi on

J u s t  as L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r a p i d  g r o w t h  f o r c e d  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  t o  break up i n t o  separ a t e  p a r i s h e s ,  so t o di d i t  

f o r c e  r e s i d e n t s  and t r a n s i e n t s  a l i k e  t o seek o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

e l s e w h e r e .  Some moved t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  t owns l i k e  Chest er  

and K i n g s t o n ,  wh e r e  New H a m p s h i r e  p r o p r i e t o r s  welcomed 

t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  t o  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s l y  unoccupi ed h o l d i n g s .  

O t h e r s  moved j u s t  beyond Lo ndo nde r r y ' s  wes t er n boundary t o 

l i v e  a l o n g  t he  Mer r i mack.  Yet  as Londonder r y  c on t i nued  to 

g r o w ,  i t  became nec es s a r y  t o  l ook beyond t he Mer r i mack t o 

t h e  v a r i o u s  t ownsh i ps  begun by Massachuset t s  s p e c u l a t o r s  in 

t h e  17 2 0 ' s and 1 7 3 0 ' s . Be f o r e  l ong ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  had c r e a t e d  s a t e l l i t e  communi t i es  t h r oughou t  

w e s t e r n  New H a m p s h i r e .  U n l i k e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t hese newer communi t i es  con t a i ned  a 

g e n u i n e  e t h n i c  m i x t u r e .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  were g e n e r a l l y  

n o t  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and i n many 

cases,  t hey  were not  even i n t he m a j o r i t y .

Even i f  f e w  t r a n s i e n t s  and i m m i g r a n t s  had come to 

L o n d o n d e r r y  d u r i n g  t he 17 2 0 ' s ,  t he t own ' s  n a t u r a l  i nc r ease  

w o u l d  hav e  c a u s e d  pr obl ems.  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  had come to 

N u t f i e l d  as f a m i l i e s ,  and by r ough l y  1740,  t he l a s t  names 

o f  some o f  t he  p r o p r i e t o r s  were becoming common. In 1742,

- 284 -
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t h e r e  we r e  f i f t y - e i g h t  househol d heads w i t h  t he l a s t  names 

of  C o c h r a n ,  Thompson ,  Wa l l ace ,  Wi l son ,  Mor i  son,  Anderson,  

and Mo o r .  A l l . w e r e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and a l l  seven names are 

found among t he p r o p r i e t o r s .

A n o t h e r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  f o r  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  gr owt h i s  

i m m i g r a t i o n .  There are no f i g u r e s  d e s c r i b i n g  m i g r a t i o n  to 

and f r o m  t h e  t o w n - - o n l y  b i t s  and pi eces of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

much o f  i t  g e n e a l o g i c a l  i n na t u r e .  One of  Londonde r r y ' s  

p r o p r i e t o r s  and most  s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n s  i s  known to have 

b r o u g h t  b o a t l o a d s  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t o New Engl and,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  s k e t c h y .  At  a t i m e  when 

P o r t s m o u t h  merchant s were openi ng up channel s  of  t r a d e  w i t h  

I r e l a n d ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  R o b e r t  Boyes  became a c t i v e l y  

i n v o l v e d  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  s e t t l e r s  and ser van t s  f rom t he Bann 

V a l l e y  i n  U l s t e r .  P r i o r  t o 1738,  Boyes i s  known t o have 

been o f  " g o o d  u s u a g e  t o  P a s s e n g e r s  i n  Sundry voyages , "  

i n c l u d i n g  h i s  v oy a ge  i n 1733 t o b r i ng  back a new m i n i s t e r  

f o r  L o n d o n d e r r y . ^ -  Onl y one of  h i s  voyages i s  documented,  

h o w e v e r ,  and t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t he  ven t u r e  went  badl y  and 

r e s u l t e d  i n a l a w s u i t .

A t  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  h o u s e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on N o v e m b e r  2,  1 7 3 8 ,  t h e  t own o f

L o n d o n d e r r y  was asked to s e l e c t  a new r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;  t h e i r  

c u r r e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  R o b e r t  B o y e s ,  " i s  gone beyond
p

S e a . " * 1 Had h i s  p l a n s  n o t  gone a s t r a y ,  Boyes woul d not  

have been " b e y o n d  Sea"  i n  November 1738 , but  home i n New 

H a m p s h i r e .  I n  No v e mbe r  1 7 3 7 , Boyes and hi s  Londonder r y
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p a r t n e r s ,  Samuel  Todd and John M i t c h e l l ,  s i g n e d  an 

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  P o r t s m o u t h  m e r c h a n t  Joshua P i e r c e ,  J r . ,  

w h e r e b y  t h e  t h r e e  S c o t c h - I  r i shmen would s a i l  o n - P i e r c e ' s  

s h i p  L i m e  t o  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  and b r i n g  back  " g o o d  

e f f e c t s  and p a s s e n g e r s . " 3 I n  June  1 7 3 8 ,  Boyes ,  Todd,  

M i t c h e l l ,  and t h e  L i me were at  Po r t r u s h ,  I r e l a n d .  Boyes 

s i g n e d  up 123 "passengers  & Ser van t s "  t o make t he t r i p  back 

t o New E n g l a n d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  L i me l eaked bad l y .  

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  f a l s e  s t a r t s ,  t he deat h of  t he c a p t a i n ,  and 

d e l a y s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s ,  t he Lime began 

i t s  v o y a g e  e i g h t  weeks  l a t e  and minus t w e n t y - f i v e  of  the 

o r i g i n a l  p a s s e n g e r s .  The v e s s e l  a r r i v e d  i n  Boston on 

November  1 6 , 1 7 3 8 , whereupon Boyes was sued by P i e r ce  f o r  

l o s i n g  much of  t he car go.  As f o r  t he passenger s ,  even some 

o f  t h o s e  who j u mp e d  s h i p  b e f o r e  t he voyage seem to have 

f i n a l l y  made t h e i r  way t o Londonder r y  i n t i me f o r  t he 1742 

t ax i n v o i c e . 4

The 1742 L o n d o n d e r r y  t a x  i n v o i c e  l i s t s  no l ess than 

f o r t y - o n e  t r a n s i e n t s .  Some of  t hese peopl e may have come 

t o  A m e r i c a  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s t a r v e d  s h i p . "  I n 1740,  a 

g r o u p  o f  i m m i g r a n t s ,  t r y i n g  t o  e s c a p e  s t a r v a t i o n  i n  

I r e l a n d ,  f ound t hemsel ves on a vessel  c a r r y i n g  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

p r o v i s i o n s .  Bef or e t he shi p f i n a l l y  l anded in Bost on,  t he 

p a s s e n g e r s  had had to r e s o r t  t o c a n n i b a l i s m to s t ay  a l i v e .  

F u t u r e  L o n d o n d e r r y  s e t t l e r  Samuel  F i s h e r  was p r obab l y  the 

h a p p i e s t  p a s s e n g e r  on board to see Boston Har bor ;  by l uck 

of  the draw,  he was next  i n l i n e  to be e a t e n . 3
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Beyond  t h e s e  t wo voyages,  however ,  a l most  no t h i ng  i s 

known about  S c o t c h - I r i s h  m i g r a t i o n  to t he Londonder r y  area.  

Town r e c o r d s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o t r a n s i e n t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  1720' s  and 1730 ' s ,  but  t he d e t a i l s  of  

t h e i r  a r r i v a l  have been l o s t .

An unknown number of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  began farms 

a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  a t  p l a c e s  c a l l e d  " H a r r y t o w n , "  

T y n g s t o w n ,  " N a t i c o o k , "  and Du n s t a b l e - - t h e  f u t u r e  towns of  

D e r r y f i e l d ,  L i t c h f i e l d ,  and Hudson.  U n t i l  t he p r o v i n c i a l  

b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  was  s e t t l e d  i n  1 7 4 0 ,  t h e s e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  s h a r e d  t h e  r i c h  Me r r i ma c k  Va l l e y  

s o m e w h a t  u n e a s i l y  w i t h  a number  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s
r

s e t t l e r s . 0 I n  a t  l e a s t  one i n s t a n c e ,  h o s t i l i t y  between 

E n g l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  r e s i d e n t s  i n t he area r e s u l t e d  in 

b l o o d s h e d .  Rober t  B u t t e r f i e l d  of  Chel msf or d was assau l t ed  

by a g r o u p  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f r om Londonder r y  and L i t c h f i e l d  

as he r o d e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t t e r  t own one J u l y  eveni ng in 

17 39 .  The i n c i d e n t  a p p a r e n t l y  stemmed f r om a s t and i ng  f eud 

b e t w e e n  B u t t e r f i e l d  and t he Sco t ch - ' I r i  s h . Accor d i ng t o t he 

o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t he t r i a l ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  a s s a i l a n t s  

" d i d  w i l l f u l l y  w i c k e d l y  and m a l i c i o u s l y  w i t h  a Des i r e  to 

M u r d e r  and t a k e  away t h e  L i f e  o f  t h e  s a i d  Rober t ,  Did 

A s s a u l t  C u t t  Stab and wound the sai d R o b e r t . . . . "  A number 

o f  o t h e r s  heard hi s  c r i e s  f o r  he l p ,  came to h i s  r escue,  and 

d r a g g e d  h i m t o  s a f e t y .  Upon ex ami n i ng  t he v i c t i m ,  t hey 

" f o u n d  h i s  t h i g h s  C u t t  C r o s s  r e a r  o r  Q u i t e  h a l f  o f f ,  

S e v e r a l  S t a b s  i n  and a b o t  t he wai s t band of  hi s  B r i t c h e s ,
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One s t a b  i n  h i s  f a c e  and S e v e r a l  i n h i s  h e a d . . . . "  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a s s a u l t ,  seve r a l  o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were 

j a i l e d  and e v e n t u a l l y  f i n e d . ^

B o t h  S c o t c h - I r i s h  and Eng l i s h  s e t t l e r s  were among t he 

f i r s t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  w h a t  became t he town of  D e r r y f i e l d .  

B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 2 0 ' s ,  John Go f f e ,  J r . ,  and h i s  

b r o  t  h e r s - i n - 1 aw Benj ami n K i dde r  and Edward L i n g f i e l d  began 

c l e a r i n g  l a n d  n e a r  t h e  mo u t h  o f  Cohas Brook,  where t hey  

we r e  j o i n e d  by o t h e r s  f r o m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  John Go f f e ,  

E s q . ,  moved p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  t h i s  ne i ghbor hood,  somet i mes 

s t y l e d  " C o h a s , "  a r o u n d  1731 at  t he i n v i t a t i o n  of  h i s  son 

( s e e  Chapt er  V I ) .  Sh o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  deat h i n 1748,  h i s  son 

began t o push f o r  t he i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  t he a r e a . ^

Ye t  mo s t  o f  t he e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  of  t he f u t u r e  town of  

D e r r y f i e l d  l i v e d  n o r t h  o f  Co h a s ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f

Amoskeag F a l l s ,  and most  of  t hese were S c o t c h - I r i s h .  John 

Mc N e a l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  had been one of  t he e a r l y  Londonder r y  

s e t t l e r s  i n 1719,  and was named p r o p r i e t o r  i n 1722.  Yet  by 

1733 ,  he had s e t l e d  n e a r  t h e  f a l l s  at  Amoskeag.  He was 

f o l l o w e d  by o t h e r s  f r o m  Londonder r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  A r c h i b a l d  

S t a r k ,  f a t h e r  o f  General  John S t a r k .  A r c h i b a l d  St ar k  was 

s o m e w h a t  o u t  o f  p l a c e  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  r e a c h e s  o f  New

H a m p s h i r e .  He was a n a t i v e  of  Sco t l and  and a gr aduat e  of

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Gl asgow.  He p r obab l y  moved to Amoskeag

F a l l s ,  o r  t h e  r e g i o n  known as Har r y t own,  in 1736,  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  h i s  h o u s e  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  b u r n e d . 9 S t i l l  o t h e r s
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f r o m  L o n d o n d e r r y  s e t t l e d  i n l ands c l a i med by Ches t e r ,  but  

whi ch e v e n t u a l l y  f e l l  i n t o  t he bounds of  D e r r y f i e l d .

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e me n t  on both s i des  of  t he Mer r i mack 

was c o m p l i c a t e d  by t h e  b o u n d a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  between New 

Ha mp s h i r e  and Massachuset t s  ( see Chapt er  V) .  U n t i l  r o ugh l y  

1726 ,  Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l a i med t he Upper  Mer r i mack 

V a l l e y  as a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p r o v i n c e ,  but  t hey  were t i m i d  

a b o u t  c r e a t i n g  t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t ed  t e r r i t o r y .  In 

1723 and agai n i n 1725,  groups p e t i t i o n e d  t he Massachuset t s  

hous e  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  have a t ownshi p al ong t he eas t er n  

s i d e  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  a t  Amoskeag F a l l s .  Both r eques t s  

w e r e  d e n i e d . ^  By 1 7 2 7 ,  h o w e v e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

a u t h o r i t i e s  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  t a c t i c s  and a g r e e d  t o s t a r t  

g r a n t i n g  t o w n s h i p s  t h r o u g h o u t  w e s t e r n  New Hampshi re to 

v e t e r a n s  o f  I n d i a n  w a r s .  V e t e r a n s  of  Ki ng P h i l i p ' s  War 

w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " N a r r a g a n s e t t  T o w n s h i p s . "  

N a r r a g a n s e t t  No.  4 ( G o f f s t o w n )  and N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 

( B e d f o r d ) ,  g r a n t e d  i n  1734,  were l oca t ed  j u s t  acr oss t he 

M e r r i m a c k  f r o m  Cohas and H a r r y t o w n . ^  That  same y e a r ,  a 

number  of  ve t e r ans  of  a w i n t e r  campaign aga i ns t  t he I nd i ans  

i n 1703 a s k e d  f o r  a t ownshi p  al ong t he eas t e r n  s i de  of  t he 

r i v e r .  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  gr ant ed t he group a 

t o w n s h i p  named T y n g s t o w n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t he  f arms at  

Cohas ,  H a r r y t o w n ,  and t h e  west er n f r i n g e s  of  Ches t er  and 

L o n d o n d e r r y .  The p r o p r i e t o r s ,  l ed by one Ephrai m H i l d r e t h ,  

p r o m i s e d  t o  s e t t l e  s i x t y  E n g l i s h  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  

t o w n s h i p ,  and t hey f u r t h e r  promi sed t h a t  "Peopl e c l a i m i n g  a
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r i g h t  under  New Hampshi re w i l l  be h i nder ed f r om encr oach i ng 

t h e r e o n . " ^

Upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e  g r a n t ,  t he Massachuset t s  s e t t l e r s -  

managed t o  b u i l d  a s a w m i l l  and me e t i n g h o u s e  near  Cohas 

B r o o k .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  when Massachuset t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  heard 

o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  between the v a r i ous  groups of  f i sher men at  

Amoskeag F a l l s ,  t h e y  s e n t  a l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  to 

T y n g s t o w n  i n  1738 in o r der  t o " r e g u l a t e  t he f i s h e r y  t h e r e "  

and t o  " l a y  a smal l  du t y  on t he f i r s t  f i s h  t aken t h e r e . . . . "  

Ye t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  pr esence was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r ong  i n Tyngstown t o undermi ne t he Tyngstown 

g r a n t ,  and when t he p r o v i n c i a l  boundary l i n e  was s e t t l e d  in 

f a v o r  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  i n  1 7 4 0 ,  Tyng.stown s l i ppe d  i n t o
1 O

obscur i  t y .

I n s p i t e  o f  the f a i l u r e  of  Tyngst own,  and in s p i t e  of  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a number  of  f o r mer  Londonder r y r e s i d e n t s  

l i v i n g  a t  C o h a s  and  H a r r y t o w n ,  t h e  a r e a  was n o t  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  1 7 5 1 .  K i n g  George' s  War undoubt ed l y  

i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  f or mal  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t he area.  By 1751,  

h o w e v e r ,  John G o f f e ,  J r . ,  was w i l l i n g  t o j o i n  f o r c es  once 

a g a i n  w i t h  some o f  h i s  o l d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  n e i g h b o r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t he no r t hwes t er n  co r ner  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  and t he  sout hwes t er n cor ner  of  Ches t er .  As a 

g r o u p  t h e y  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  J u l y .  The 

p r e d o m i n e n 1 1 y E n g l i s h  and Congr egat i ona l  town of  Chest er  

was o n l y  t o o  h a p p y  t o  be r i d  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s o m e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s . The l a t t e r  had sha t t e r ed  town

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  291 -

and c h u r c h  harmony i n t he 1730' s  by r e f u s i n g  t o  suppor t  the 

t own m i n i s t e r .  As f o r  Londonder r y ,  i t s  west  p a r i s h  l e t  go 

o f  i t s  n o r t h e r n  c o r n e r  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  even t h o u g h  t h i s  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  was r e m o t e  and f a r  removed f r om e i t h e r  west  

p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  I n S e p t e m b e r ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h  g r a n t e d  t h e  new t o wn  o f  D e r r y f i e l d .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  and Eng l i sh  s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  al ong t he eas t er n  

s i d e  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  n e a r  Amoskeag  F a l l s  were 

f i n a l l y  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  one c o r p o r a t e  b o d y . ^ 4

T h i n g s  we r e  somewhat  d i f f e r e n t  on t he wes t er n '  s i de  of  

t h e  Me r r i ma c k ,  where S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  f r om Londonder r y  

s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t o w n s  o f  B e d f o r d ,  Go f f s t own ,  and 

M e r r i m a c k .  I n  t h e  case of  Bed f o r d ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were 

e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  p r o p r i e t a r y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

t o w n s h i p ,  y e t  f r om t he s t a r t ,  t hey  c o n s t i t u t e d  t he m a j o r i t y  

o f  r e s i d e n t s .  As i n  t h e  o t h e r  " Na r r a g a n s e t t "  t ownsh i ps ,  

N a r r a g a n s e t t  No.  5 - - 1 a t  e r  So u h e g a n  Ea s t  and f i n a l l y  

B e d f o r d - - w a s  g r a n t e d  to ve t e r ans  of  Ki ng P h i l i p ' s  War and 

t h e i r  h e i r s .  Of  t h e  1 2 0  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  

N a r r a g a n s e t t  i n  1 7 3 4 ,  mo s t  l i v e d  i n  B o s t o n ,  Ro x b u r y ,  

H i n g n a m,  and n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Onl y t wen t y  were 

a c t u a l l y  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  w a r .  The e a r l y  p r o p r i e t a r y  

m e e t i n g s  wer e  h e l d  i n  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a ,  a r e a s o n a b l e  

m e a s u r e ,  s i nce al most  none of  t he o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  took 

up r es i dence  in t he t o w n s h i p . ^

A l t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  were o b l i g a t e d  to 

s e t t l e  s i x t y  f a m i l i e s  i n  N a r r a g a n s s e t t  No. 5, ev i dence

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  292 -

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t he t o wn s h i p ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  moved i n t o  t he

a r e a  w i t h o u t  any e n c o u r a g e me n t  f r om t he p r o p r i e t o r s .  In

1 7 3 7 , t wo S c o t c h - I r i s h  b r o t h e r s  f r om Londonder r y ,  Rober t

and James Wa l k e r ,  b u i l t  a cr ude hut  on t he west er n s i de  of

t h e  r i v e r  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  Na r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5. The

n e x t  s p r i n g ,  t h e y  s h a r e d  t h e i r  l o d g i n g s  w i t h  two o t h e r

S c o t c h - I r i s h  b r o t h e r s ,  M a t t h e w  and Samuel  Pa t t e n .  The

P a t t e n s  had come f r o m  I r e l a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n 1728 ,

and f o r  t h e  next  t en y ea r s ,  t he f a m i l y  a p p a r e n t l y  l i v e d  in

C h e l m s f o r d .  Ov e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t he Wal kers and

P a t t e n s  we r e  j o i n e d  by a number of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,

i n c l u d i n g  John Mo o r ,  Hugh R i d d l e ,  John B e l l ,  R i c h a r d

M c A l l a s t e r ,  and John O r r .  A f ew o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h

s e t t l e r s  a c t u a l l y  b o u g h t  s h a r e s  h e l d  by t h e  o r i g i n a l

p r o p r i e t o r s ,  a l t h o u g h  most  were s i mp l y  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h o u t

p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t s .  In a d d i t i o n  to t he S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  a

number  o f  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  came to Nar r agans e t t  No. 5 as

w e l l .  T h e s e  i nc l uded  John Go f f e ,  J r . ,  and hi s  b r o t h e r - i n -

l a w  B e n j a m i n  K i d d e r - - b o t h  o f  whom had been o r i g i n a l

p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y .  Go f f e  had purchased n i n e t y

a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  Na r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 in 1739,  and by 1740,

1 fii f  not  e a r l i e r ,  he was a p r o p r i e t o r  of  the t ownsh i p .

The p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 di d l i t t l e  to 

d e v e l o p  t h e i r  t o w n s h i p .  Evi dence i n d i c a t e s  t hey may have 

b u i l t  a r o a d  r u n n i n g  n o r t h  and s o u t h ,  p a r a l l e l  t o the 

M e r r i m a c k ,  and t h e y  at  l e a s t  voted t o hel p b u i l d  a b r i dge  

o v e r  t h e  Souhegan R i v e r .  Beyond t h i s ,  however ,  t hey b u i l t
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f ew r o a d s  o r  b r i d g e s . 17 I t  was not  u n t i l  1743 t h a t  t hey

a g r e e d  t o  b u i l d  a meet i nghouse,  and i n t he end,  t hey  never

came t h r o u g h .  The r e s i d e n t s  b u i l t  t he f i r s t  meet i nghouse

i n 1 7 5 5 .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  we r e  a l s o  expec t ed t o h i r e  a

m i n i s t e r  f o r  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  Several  h a l f - h e a r t e d  e f f o r t s

f a i l e d ,  and t h e  r e s i d e n t s  f i n a l l y  b r ought  Londonde r r y ' s

John H o u s t o n  t o  s e t t l e  w i t h  them on a permanent  bas i s  i n 

1 fi1 7 5 6 .  ° The p r o p r i e t o r s  wer e  so i n a c t i v e  t h a t  t h e y  

a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  not  hol d a p r o p r i e t o r s  meet i ng between 1749 

and 1 7 63 .  On t h e  l a t t e r  dat e ,  t he r e s i d e n t  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  

l e d  by John  Go f f e ,  J r . ,  and Mat thew Pa t t e n ,  met i n Bedf ord 

and demanded  t h a t  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  r e c o r d s ,  t hen i n Bost on,  

be b r o u g h t  up t o  B e d f o r d . 19 I n  s p i t e  of  t h e i r  l ack of  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  t o w n s h i p ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a b s e n t e e  

p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 dec i ded t o hang on and 

f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  s h a r e s .  When N a r r a g a n s e t t  No.  5,  or  

So uh eg an  E a s t ,  became a p a r t  of  New Ha . .hi re i n t he 1740 

b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  chose not  t o ask f o r  

e q u i v a l e n t  l a n d s  i n  M a i n e .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  r e a c h e d  a 

s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  s o - c a l l e d  Ma s o n i a n  

P r o p r i e t o r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  hav e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1734 g r a n t  

conf  i rmed. ^

N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 grew s l owl y  at  f i r s t .  A f t e r  b e t t e r  

t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t he communi t y ' s  r e s i d e n t s  

c o m p l a i n e d  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Por t smout h  t h a t  " t h e y  were 

w i t h o u t  any t ownsh i p  or  D i s t r i c t ,  and had not  t he p r i v i l e g e  

o f  a t own i n  c h o o s i n g  o f f i c e r s  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e i r
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a f f a i r s ,  such  as r a i s i n g  money f o r  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y . . . . "  As 

a t e m p o r a r y  m e a s u r e ,  Gov e r no r  Benni ng Went wor t h gave t he 

r e s i d e n t s  of  Souhegan East  pe r mi ss i on  t o hol d town meet i ngs
O 1

and e l e c t  o f f i c e r s .  Two year s  l a t e r ,  i n r esponse t o  a 

p e t i t i o n  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  of  Souhegan Eas t ,  t he t ownshi p was 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  as t h e  t o wn  of  Bedf or d .  ^  Yet  acco r d i ng  to 

t h e  t own  t a x  i n v o i c e  o f  1 7 5 0 , t he r e  were o n l y  f i f t y - s i x  

f a m i l i e s  i n  t o w n .  A l l  b u t  a b o u t  t w e l v e  o f  t hese were 

S c o t c h - I r i  s h . ^

R e s i d e n t s  we r e  s c a t t e r e d  around t he t ownsh i p .  When 

t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  made one o f  t h e i r  i l l - f a t e d  a t t empt s  to 

f i n d  a m i n i s t e r  f o r  t he t ownshi p i n 1749,  t hey  agreed t h a t  

p r e a c h i n g  w o u l d  be d i v i d e d  among r e s i d e n t s  of  " t he upper  

end o f  T o w n , "  " t h e  l o w e r  end o f  Town, "  and t hose l i v i n g  

a r o u n d  " s t  r aw b e r r i e - h i  11 . Most  of  t he e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  

l i v e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Mer r i mack.  When John Go f f e ,  J r . ,  came 

t o  N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5 i n 1745,  he s e t t l e d  near  t he mouth of  

C r o s b y ' s  B r o o k  and began an i r o n  f o r g e ,  a g r i s t  m i l l ,  and 

l a t e r ,  a s a w m i l l .  Ye t  no s u b s t a n t i a l  v i l l a g e  devel oped 

a r o u n d  Go f f e ' s  m i l l s .  The l ack of  any v i l l a g e  c en t e r  hel ps  

t o e x p l a i n  why i t  t ook t he r e s i d e n t s  of  Bedf ord f o u r  years 

o f  c o n s t a n t  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  be f o r e  t hey  coul d agree upon a 

l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e . ^

M e r r i m a c k ,  l o c a t e d  south of  Bedf or d ,  was a d i f f e r e n t  

s t o r y  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  L i k e  D e r r y f i e l d ,  

M e r r i m a c k  was made up o f  d i f f e r e n t  g r a n t s ,  and i t s  e a r l y  

r e s i d e n t s ,  at  l e a s t  i n t hose p o r t i o n s  no r t h  of  t he Souhegan
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R i v e r ,  we r e  b o t h  E n g l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h .  O r i g i n a l l y ,

M e r r i m a c k  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  o l d  t own o f  D u n s t a b l e ,

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  F o l l o w i n g  t he boundary d e c i s i o n  of  1740,

p o r t i o n s  o f  D u n s t a b l e  f a l l i n g  i n t o  New Hampshi r e  were

d i v i d e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  New Hampshi re t owns,  t owns h i ps ,  and

d i s t r i c t s .  Mer r i mack ' s  town c h a r t e r  came i n 1746.  Yet  t he

s i z e  o f  t h e  t o w n  was t o o  s m a l l ,  and i t s  r e s i d e n t s

c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  " s a i d  Land i s  Very mean and Or d i na r y  and

t h e r e f o r e  I n c a p a b l e  o f  S u p p o r t i n g  such  a number  o f

I n h a b i t a n t s  as w i l l  Enabl e them t o Suppor t  t he Charges of  a

T o w n  W i t h o u t  a f u r t h e r  A d d i t i o n  o f  L a n d  and

I n h a b i t a n t s . . . . " T h e y  g o t  t h e i r  w i s h ,  and i n  1 7 50 ,

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Por t smout h  added a p o r t i o n  of  Nar r aganse t t

No.  5,  l oca t ed  j u s t  nor t h  of  t he Souhegan R i v e r ,  t o t he now

enl arged town of  Mer r i mack. ^®

The d i v i s i o n  of  ol d Nar r agans e t t  No. 5 was u n f o r t u n a t e

f o r  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  who f e l l  i n t o  Mer r i mack.  For

one t h i n g ,  t hey  became an e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y .  When Mer r i mack

f i n a l l y  g o t  a r o u n d  to h i r i n g  a m i n i s t e r  i n t he 1770 ' s ,  i t

was a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h

P r e s b y t e r i a n s  c o u l d  do l i t t l e  mor e  t h a n  p r o t e s t  i n  

2 7v a i n .  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  en l ar ged town of  Mer r i mack was 

b i s e c t e d  by t h e  Souhegan R i v e r .  3y 17 54 , i f  not  e a r l i e r ,  

t h e  r e s i d e n t s  were s t uck w i t h  t he expenses of  b u i l d i n g  and 

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  b r i d g e s  over  t he r i v e r .  F i n a l l y ,  both 

h a l v e s  o f  Mer r i mack s u f f e r e d  f rom absent ee p r o p r i e t o r s  and 

n o n - r e s i d e n t  l a n d o w n e r s .  As a r e s u l t ,  i n  1754 t h e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  2 9 6  -

s e l e c t m e n  p e t i t i o n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Por t smout h f o r  t he 

r i g h t  t o  t a x  n o n - r e s i d e n t  l andowners i n o r de r  t o  r a i s e  t he 

n e c e s s a r y  f u n d s  to b u i l d  a meet i nghouse.  The p e t i t i o n  was

a p p r o v e d ,  and t h e  me e t i n g h o u s e  was er ec t ed  j u s t  sout h of

? Rt h e  Sou h e g a n  and o v e r  t wo  mi l es  west  of  t he Mer r i mack.  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  s i t e  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t l e r s  l i v i n g  no r t h  of  t he Souhegan and c l ose  

t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k ,  i t  i s  d o u b t u l  t h e y  w o u l d  have been 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  anyway.  

The absence of  many S c o t c h - I r i s h  names i n t he nearby Turkey 

H i l l  C e m e t e r y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  M e r r i m a c k ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  w o r s h i p p e d  e l s e w h e r e .  The  s c a r c i t y  o f  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  names amonq Mer r i mack ' s  e a r l y  town o f f i c e r s
Vs. f . .  '*■'<?- .

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t he t own ' s  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  was no b e t t e r  o f f  

in c i v i l  a f f a i r s  t han i n e c c l e s i a s t i c a l . ^

To t h e  no r t h  of  Bedf or d ,  t he f u t u r e  town of  Gof f s t own,  

l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t he Mer r i mack Ri ver  and Amoskeag 

F a l l s  f r o m  D e r r y f i e l d ,  began as j u s t  another -  Massachuset t s  

t o w n s h i p .  I n  1 7 3 4 ,  t h e  area was des i gna t ed  Nar r aganse t t  

No.  4.  U n l i k e  N a r r a g a n s e t t  No. 5, i t s  sou t her n  ne i ghbor ,  

No.  4 p r o v e d  so d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o i t s  p r o p r i e t o r s  t ha t  t hey 

as k ed  f o r  and r e c e i v e d  an e q u i v a l e n t  t ownshi p i n west ern 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  Ye t  o t h e r s  in Massachuset t s  showed gr eat  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h r o u g h o u t  t he 17 3 0 ' s , dozens of  

p e t i t i o n s  f l o o d e d  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h o u s e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ask i ng f o r  l and west  of  t he Mer r i mack near  

Amoskeag F a l l s .  Some of  t hese were a p p a r e n t l y  d i smi ssed,
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o t h e r s  were appr oved,  but  l o s t  i n t he s h u f f l e ,  and at  l e a s t
o n

one was a p p r o v e d  and r e c o g n i z e d  i n subsequent  g r a n t s .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  d e c i s i o n  o f  1 7 4 0 ,  however ,  t he 

t e r r i t o r y  w e s t  o f  Amoskeag  F a l l s  n o t  o n l y  f e l l  t o New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  1 7 4 6, i t  became t he  p r o p e r t y  of  t he 

Masonian P r o p r i e t o r s . ^ ^ -

I n  1 7 4 8 ,  t h e  Ma s on i a n  P r o p r i e t o r s  g r an t ed  t he s t i l l -  

unnamed t o w n s h i p  t o  one o f  t h e  mos t  d i v e r s e  groups of  

p r o p r i e t o r s  ever  assembl ed in New Hampshi re.  The o r i g i n a l  

p r o p r i e t o r s  c o n s i s t e d  of  Massachuset t s  i n v e s t o r s  f rom t he 

t o wn s  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  D r a c u t ,  B r o o k l i n e ,  Che l msf or d ,  and 

D u n s t a b l e ;  E n g l i s h  a n d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  f r o m  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  n e i g h b o r i n g  Souhegan East ,  and L i t c h f i e l d ;  as 

w e l l  as n i n e  men who were a l r e ad y  l i v i n g  i n t h e ' t o w n s h i p . 

T h i s  s o m e w h a t  i n c o m p a t i b l e  g r o u p  h e l d  t h e i r  f i r s t  

p r o p r i e t o r s  m e e t i n g  i n  Por s t mout h i n t he  pr esence of  t he 

M a s o n i a n  P r o p r i e t o r s ,  a g r o u p  o f  w e a l t h y  P o r t s m o u t h  

m e r c h a n t s  who  a d d e d  s t i l l  m o r e  d i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n . ^

T h e  t o w n s h i p  g r a n t s  o f f e r e d  by  t h e  M a s o n i a n  

P r o p r i e t o r s  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  f rom e a r l i e r  g r an t s  o f f e r e d  by 

p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Boston and Por t smout h .  Lot s  were 

t o  be set  as i de f o r  t he f i r s t  m i n i s t e r ,  t he gener al  suppor t  

o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  and a s c h o o l .  

P r o p r i e t o r s  w e r e  g i ven  r easonabl e t i me l i m i t s  i n whi ch to 

have a h o u s e  b u i l t  upon t h e i r  l ands and t o have a c e r t a i n  

number  o f  ac r es  " enc l osed  c l ear ed and f i t t e d  f o r  Mowing or
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t i l l a g e . . . . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  had to b u i l d  

a m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  s e t t l e  a m i n i s t e r ,  and pr omi se to p r o t e c t  

t h e  K i n g ' s  w h i t e  p i ne t r e e s .  There was one p e c u l i a r i t y  of  

t h e  G o f f s t o w n  g r a n t ;  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  had to pr omi se not  to 

b l o c k  t h e  P i s c a t a q u o g  R i v e r ,  but  to l e t  t he salmon reach

t h e i r  spawni ng gr ounds.  In a l l ,  t he r e  was on l y  one f e a t u r e

t h a t  made Masoni an gr an t s  much d i f f e r e n t  f rom g r an t s  handed 

o u t  by g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n Boston and Por t smout h.  

When t h e  M a s o n i a n  P r o p r i e t o r s  made a g r a n t ,  t hey became 

a c t u a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  They woul d r e c e i v e  

e q u a l  s h a r e s  and be e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  of  t he b e n e f i t s  of  

p r o p r i e t o r s h i p ,  w h i l e  b e i n g  e x e mp t  f r o m  any o f  t h e  

p a y m e n t s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  l i a b i l i t i e s .  I n 

G o f f s t o w n ' s  case,  sevent een of  t he s i x t y - e i g h t  shares were 

r e s e r v e d  f o r  t he p r o p r i e t o r s .  Put  anot her  way,  t he r a t h e r  

g e n e r o u s  o u t l a y  of  l and to absent ee p r o p r i e t o r s  who had no 

o b l i g a t i o n s  s e r v e d  to reduce t he tax base of  t he t ownshi p 

and l a t e r  t he t o w n . 34

By 1 7 5 0 ,  t he t ownshi p had acqu i r ed t he name Gof f s t own,  

p e r h a p s  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t he a c t i v e  r o l e  p l ayed by John 

G o f f e ,  J r . .  i n  e a r l y  p r o p r i e t a r y  a f f a i r s .  Over  t he next  

d o z e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  a r e a  e x p e r i e n c e d  m e a s u r e d  b u t  

u n s p e c t a c u l a r  g r o w t h .  I n  1751,  the t ownshi p was gi ven a

t e m p o r a r y  t own  c h a r t e r .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t he  town of

Gof f st own became a permanent  r e a l i t y . 35

L i k e  B e d f o r d  and Mer r i mack ,  Gof f s t own c o n s i s t e d  of  a 

m i x t u r e  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  and E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  s c a t t e r e d

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  299 -

a r o u n d  t he c o u n t r y s i d e .  As in t he case w i t h  Mer r i mack,  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  a m i n o r i t y  who t en d e d  to l i v e  i n one 

s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n .  I n  Gof f s t own,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i v e d  in 

t h e  f a r m s  l o c a t e d  south of  t he Pi scat aquog Ri v e r .  Because 

o f  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  na t ur e  of  s e t t l e me n t  as we l l  as r e l i g i o u s  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two maj or  e t h n i c  groups i n t own,  

G o f f s t o w n  had a t e r r i b l e  t i me b u i l d i n g  i t s  meet i nghouse and 

h i r i n g  a r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r .  A f t e r  much d e b a t e ,  t h e  

m e e t i n g h o u s e  was begun i n  1 7 6 8 .  The f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  was 

more of  a pr obl em. ^®

The r e s i d e n t s  o f  G o f f s t o w n  had a p p a r e n t l y  t r i e d  to 

a c q u i r e  a r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r  t h r oughou t  t he 1760 ' s .  In 1769,  

t h e y  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o woo one Joseph C u r r i e r  t o the 

p u l p i t  i n Gof f s t own.  The t own ' s  pover t y  may have di ssuaded 

h i m.  G o f f s t o w n  o f f i c i a l s  o f f e r e d  him a s a l a r y  of  " t h i r t y  

po und s  S t a r l i n g  money of  Grat e B r i t t a i n  or  Equ i v a l en t  t he r e  

t o i n  Such B i l l s  or  Speci es as i s  Commonly pass i ng between 

man & man i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e . . . . "  In a d d i t i o n ,  he was to 

r e c e i v e  t e n  p o u n d s  i n  " C o r n  and l a b o u r . " ^  Yet  C u r r i e r  

was a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r  and may have been upset  by 

t h e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of  t he t own ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  

t o a c c e p t  h i m.  When t h e  E n g l i s h  m a j o r i t y  i n town t r i e d  

once a g a i n  t o  h i r e  C u r r i e r  i n.  1 7 7 1 ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

m i n o r i t y  f o r m a l l y  p r o t e s t e d .  They were " P r e s b y t e r i a n s  by 

P r o f f e s s i o n "  who had vowed t o " M a i n t a i n  t h e  D o c t r i n s  

D i s c i p l i n e  and G o v e r n m e n t  of  t he Church of  Sc o t l and"  and
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we r e  o p p o s e d  t o  h a v i n g  t h e  t own  s u p p o r t  a m i n i s t e r  " o f

Anot her  Proswasi  o n . . . . .

C u r r i e r  d e c i d e d  t o  accept  t h i s  second c a l l ,  however ,  

" n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t he uneas i ness of  some whose d i s p o s i t i o n s  

[ w e r e ]  a r i s i n g  m e r e l y  f r o m  t h e  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n i n g  t he
0 Q

c h u r  c h . . . . " 0 3 No s o o n e r  had C u r r i e r  been or da i ned than 

t h e  S c c t c h - I r i s h  s e n t  a p e t i t i o n  t o Por t smout h ask i ng t o 

have  t h e i r  p a r t  o f  town made i n t o  a separ a t e  p a r i s h .  The 

t h i r t y - t h r e e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p e t i t i o n e r s  were j o i n e d  by t h r ee  

E n g l i s h  r e s i d e n t s ,  each  o f  whom had been " B r e a d  a 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l , "  b u t  now c l a i m e d  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  

" P r e s b y t e r i a n  P e r s u a s i o n . " 40 The t own  c o u n t e r e d  t h i s  

p e t i t i o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  town was t oo smal l  t o  suppor t  

t wo m i n i s t e r s .  Accor d i ng  to t he Eng l i sh  c o u n t e r - p e t i t i o n ,  

G o f f s t o w n  " Sub s i s t s  of  about  n i n e t y  F a mi l i e s ;  Some of  whi ch 

a r e  u n d e r  v e r y  poor  Ci r cums t ances ,  not  abl e to r a i s e  t h e i r  

own Br e a d  C o r n - - o r  S c a r c l y  t o  c l o t h e  t h e m s e l v e s  and 

C h i l d r e n  i n  any c o m f o r t a b l e  & decent  Manner . "  As t o the 

s u p p o s e d  a r d e n t  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  o f  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n 

t o w n ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  c l a i m e d  t h a t  many of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

" h a v e  had t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  b a p t i z e d  by c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

M i n i s t e r s  & w i t h o u t  the l e a s t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n . . . . " 4 -̂

I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  m a j o r i t y  w o n .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own 

p a r i s h ,  a l t hough t hey a p p a r e n t l y  set  up t h e i r  own " s o c i e t y "  

f o r  a w h i l e ,  i n o r de r  t o b r i n g  i n an occas i ona l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

m i n i s t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he town excused t he P r e s b y t e r i a n s
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f r o m  hav i ng t o pay t he m i n i s t e r i a l  t ax  i n 1772.  As f o r  t he 

E n g l i s h ,  t h e y  got  what  t hey  pai d f o r .  Wi t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  

t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mr .  C u r r i e r  was o f f i c i a l l y  desc r i bed  by t he 

t own  as " o u r  u n w o r t h y  P a s t o r "  who had " m a n i f e s t l y  shown 

h i m s e l f  t o  be i n f a m o u s ,  o f t e n  i n f a t u a t e d . . . . "  The town 

d i s m i s s e d  h i m  on g r o u n d s  o f  i n t e m p e r a n c e ,  and i n 

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n o r i t y ,  br ought  i n a 

number  o f  i r r e g u l a r ,  compromi se cand i da t es  u n t i l  f o r m a l l y  

c a l l i n g  a r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r  i n 1 7 8 1 . ^

The s p r e a d  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  d i d  not  

s t o p  w i t h  t h e  t o w n s  l o c a t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o t he west  of  

L o n d o n d e r r y .  D u r i n g  t he t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of  t he e i g h t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p u s h e d  w e s t w a r d  and even 

n o r t h w a r d  i n an e f f o r t  t o s a t i s f y  r e c en t  i mmi gr ant s  and the 

n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  a l i k e .  The s t o r y  i n each new communi t y 

v a r i e d .  I n  t o w n s  l i k e  New Bost on,  Du b l i n ,  Dunbar t on,  and 

H e n n i k e r ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i g u r e d  h e a v i l y  among the 

p r o p r i e t o r s .  I n  some cases,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n t e r e s t  in 

new t o w n s h i p s  was p u r e l y  s p e c u l a t i v e .  In 1753,  a group of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n v e s t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  Rober t  

B o y e s  and M a t t h e w  T h o r n t o n ,  p e t i t i o n e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a 

t o w n s h i p  at  p r e s e n t  P l y mo u t h .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

t o w n s h i p  was " f o r  t h e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  of  t h i s  Pr ov i nce  & 

D r i v i n g  o u r  Ene mi e s  F u r t h e r  Back i n t o  the Woods.  The

p e t i t i o n  was t ur ned down,  and Pl ymouth was not  gr ant ed as a 

t o w n s h i p  u n t i l  1 7 6 3 ,  when i t  went  t o a group of  Eng l i sh  

s p e c u l a t o r s .  T h a t  same yea r ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  t r i e d  once
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a g a i n  f o r  a t ownshi p  and t h i s  t i me t hey  were s uc c es s f u l  in 

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t o w n s h i p  o f  T h o r n t o n ,  l oc a t ed  a few mi l es  

n o r t h  o f  P l y m o u t h .  C l e a r l y  t h e y  had no i n t e n t i o n  of  

p e r s o n a l l y  " D r i v i n g  o u r  En e mi e s  F u r t h e r  Back i n t o  t he 

W o o d s ; "  a l t hough  most  o f  t he p r o p r i e t o r s  were S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  

t he e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were E n g l i s h . ^

G e n e r a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  sought  ou t  new 

t e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  l i v i n g  t h e r e .  Not o n l y  d i d  

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  mi g r a t e  t o New Bos t on,  Du b l i n ,  Dunbar t on,  

and H e n n i k e r ,  but  towns l i k e  An t r i m,  Dee r i ng ,  Fr ancest own,  

and P e t e r b o r o u g h  were t hough t  of  as S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns by 

t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  w e r e  h e a v i 1 y" r  e p r e s e n t  e d i n  A c w o r t h  and 

T e m p l e ,  w h i l e  s c a t t e r e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  f ound t h e i r  

way i n t o  . c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e  Amherst ,  Epsom, G r e e n f i e l d ,  and 

B e n n i n g t o n .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  some of  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  came f rom Londonder r y ,  wh i l e  o t he r s  

m i g r a t e d  f rom towns in Massachuset t s  t h a t  had a s u b s t a n t i a l  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n .  ^ 5 I n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l e y  

t own o f  A c w o r t h ,  mo s t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were f rom 

L o n d o n d e r r y .  Yet  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  had to share t h e i r  town 

w i t h  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  f r om Co n n e c t i c u t .  The r e s u l t  was a 

t o w n  c h u r c h  t h a t  was  c o n s i d e r e d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  by 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  b u t  had a " m o d i f i e d "  f o r m  o f  c h u r c h
/I C

government  to appease t he P r e s b y t e r i a n s .

I n mo s t  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  wer e  i n t he 

m a j o r i t y ,  however ,  t hey  f ormed P r e s b y t e r i a n  chur ches .  The
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  of  Fr ancest own f ormed a P r e s b y t e r i a n  

c h u r c h  i n  1 7 7 2 ,  t h e  same year  t he town was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t he Pr e s b y t e r i a n s  i n town were honored 

when t h e  a g i n g  D a v i d  Ma c G r e g o r  b r ought  one o f  h i s  f i e r y  

s e r mo n s  t o  11D e a . Hopk i ns '  b a r n . " 47 P r e s b y t e r i a n  churches 

wer e  s t a r t e d  i n  L i t c h f i e l d ,  An t r i m,  Pet e r bo r ough ,  and New 

B o s t o n ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  t own o f  D e e r i n g ,  t h e  town church 

f l u c t u a t e d  between Congr ega t i ona l  and P r e s b y t e r i a n  f orms of  

g o v e r n m e n t . 4®

In 1 / 6 7 ,  New Hampshi re wel comed i t s  f i r s t  new gover nor  

i n  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  Gov. John Wentwor th t ook an a c t i v e  

i n t e r e s t  i n h i s  n a t i v e  p r o v i n c e ,  and he had t he courage and 

s t r e n g t h  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t a k e  on t h e  mos t  d i f f i c u l t  

p r o b l e m s .  The same year  he t ook o f f i c e ,  he began pushi ng 

l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  and c o u n c i l  t o agree upon a pl an to 

d i v i d e  New H a m p s h i r e  i n t o  c o u n t i e s .  At about  t he same 

t i m e ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  r e m a i n  o b s c u r e ,  New Ha mp s h i r e  

c o n d u c t e d  i t s  f i r s t  p r o v i n c i a l  census.  There was a new t ax 

i n v e n t o r y  t a k e n  t h a t  y e a r  as w e l l .  Si nce the r e t u r n s  of  

b o t h  t h e  c e n s u s  and t h e  i n v e n t o r y  have s u r v i v e d ,  i t  i s 

p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  one aga i ns t  t he o t h e r ,  and f o r  t he f i r s t  

t i m e ,  c o m p u t e  a r a t i o  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  

r a t e a b 1e s . 49

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  4 5 5 p o l l s  i n 1757 amounted to 3.8% of  

t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o t a l .  I t s  census f i g u r e  of  2,389 made i t  t he 

s ec ond  l a r g e s t  t own  i n  t he p r ov i nc e  and gave Londonder r y  

4 . 5 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  P u t  a n o t h e r  way ,
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L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  p o l l s  r epr esent ed  more ac t ua l  peopl e  t han d i d  

p r o v i n c e  p o l l s  on t h e  a v e r a g e .  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r a t i o  of  

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  r a t e a b l e s  ws 5 . 2 5  i n  1 7 6 7 ;  New 

H a m p s h i r e ' s  r a t i o  was 4 . 4 .  Thi s  was not  p e c u l i a r  t o  1767.  

I n  1 7 7 3 ,  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r a t i o  o f  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  

r a t e a b l e s  was 5 . 4 5 ;  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  i n 1773 was 4 . 7 7 . ^  

I t  can n o t  be assumed t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  hi gh r a t i o  had 

a n y t h i n g  t o do wi t h  i t s  s i z e ,  age,  or  demographi c m a t u r i t y .  

On l y  f o u r  towns i n New Hampshi re had h i ghe r  r a t i o s  i n 1767:  

The 1 4 4 - y e a r - o l d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  Rye,  t h e  t i n y  f r o n t i e r  

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  Monson and L y n d e b o r o u g h ,  and Wi ndham--a 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  communi t y t h a t  was s t i l l  t e c h n i c a l l y  a p a r i s h  

o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  i n 1767.  In t he p r edomi nen t l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  Windham, D e r r y f i e l d ,  Bed f o r d ,  

P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  and New Bos t o n ,  t he r a t i o  of  p o p u l a t i o n  to 

r a t e a b l e s  i n  1767 averaged 4 . 9 5 — w e l 1 above t he average of
C 1

t he p r o v i n c e .

One p l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  i s t h a t  

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t owns,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose east  o f  t he 

M e r r i m a c k ,  we r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  pl agued by t r a n s i e n t s  i n t he 

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  Re v o l u t i o n .  Whi l e town a u t h o r i t i e s  were 

w i l l i n g  t o  c o u n t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  i n  a c e n s u s ,  t h e y  were 

u n w i l l i n g  t o g i ve  them t he r i g h t  t o vot e i n town a f f a i r s  or  

c o u n t  t h e m  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g  r a t e d  f o r  t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  t a x .  He n c e ,  w h i l e  t he p o p u l a t i o n  soar ed,  t he 

number  o f  p o l l s  r o s e  at  a more c o n s e r v a t i v e  r a t e .  In t he 

c e n s u s  o f  1767,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Londonder r y  r epo r t ed  592 men
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i n t o w n ,  s i x t e e n  year s  of  age or  o l d e r ,  In t h a t  same y ea r ,  

t h e y  l i s t e d  o n l y  455 p o l l s . 52 Put  a n o t h e r  wa y ,  o n l y  

7 6 . 8 %  o f  t h o s e  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  and pay t a x e s  i n  

L o n d o n d e r r y  we r e  a l l o w e d  to do so.  In t he p r o v i n c e  as a 

w h o l e ,  91 . 3% o f  t h o s e  e l i g i b l e  to pay t axes  and vot e by 

v i r t u e  o f  s e x ,  r a c e ,  and age we r e  g i v e n  t he p r i v i l e g e .  

Ev e n  i n  a p o r t  c i t y  l i k e  P o r t s m o u t h ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  have  mor e o f  a t r a n s i e n t  p r o b l e m  t h a n  a 

b a c k - c o u n t r y  t own,  79.7% of  i t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  vo t e r s  

were e n f r a n c h i s e d .

A u t h o r i t i e s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  we r e  somewhat  puzz l ed by 

L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  a p p a r e n t  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  b e t ween  e l i g i b l e  

v o t e r s  and p o l l s .  I n  t h e  c e n s u s  o f  17 7 5 ,  w h i c h  was 

c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t h e  purpose of  r a i s i n g  an army,  Londonder r y  

r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  o f  627 men above t he age of  s i x t e e n .  Yet  

t wo y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Londonder r y  r e po r t ed  o n l y  514 p o l l s  on i t s  

t a x  i n v e n t o r y .  Ap p a r e n t l y ,  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  f e l t  t he f i g u r e  

was t o o  l o w ;  t hey  sent  t he i n v o i c e  back t o the Londonder r y  

s e l e c t m e n  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to t r y  aga i n .  The sel ect men 

r e t u r n e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n v o i c e  w i t h  a l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

" i t  was n o t  o u t  o f  any contemp of  your  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  we 

Di d  n o t  Take  i t  o v e r  a g a i n , "  b u t  s i n c e  i t  was "so abl y  

Done"  t h e  f i r s t  t i me ,  "we t h i n k  you have got  t he Subst ance 

of  what  you R e q u i r e d . " 55

I f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l e a d e r s  s p o k e  wi t h  

c o n f i d e n c e ,  even a r r ogance ,  d u r i ng  t he Re v o l u t i o n ,  i t  was 

f o r  good r eason.  From meager b e g i n n i n g s ,  t h e i r  l i t t l e  town

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-  3 0 6  -

had become New H a m p s h i r e ' s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  c o m mu n i t y .  

L o n d o n d e r r y  cou l d  boast  t h a t  i t  had had a s u b s t a n t i a l  hand 

i n  p o p u l a t i n g  an a d d i t i o n a l  f o u r t e e n  New H a m p s h i r e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  r e p o r t i n g  i n t he 1777 t ax  i n v e n t o r y .  I t s  e a r l y  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  l eader s  had car ved out  a smal l  haven f o r  t h e i r  

own k i n d ,  one t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi gr ant s  but  

was l e s s  t h a n  c o r d i a l  t o  " t h e  Peopl e of  New Eng l and. "  The 

e x p e r i m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  be r e p e a t e d  i n New Hampshi re.  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  as a group were not  so l e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  o t he r  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns i n t he p r o v i n c e .  Yet  t h i s  d i d  not  st op 

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f r o m  m o v i n g  q u i c k l y  i n t o  some of  t he 

s p e c u l a t i v e  t o w n s h i p s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on p a p e r  by 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  wh e r e  i n many cases t hey  s i mp l y  bought  out  

a b s e n t e e  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  o r  at  t he ver y  l e a s t ,  bought  t h e i r  

own l o t s  o f  l a n d .  Ye t  t h e i r  i m p a c t  s h o u l d  n o t  be 

e x a g g e r a t e d .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  never  numbered more than 10% 

of  New Hampshi r e ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .

N o r  i s  i t  e a s y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  who  was  r e a l l y  

" S c o t c h - I r i s h  by t he t i me of  the R e v o l u t i o n .  A v a r i e t y  of  

f a c t o r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y ,  were a s s i m i l a t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  Eng l i s h  ne i ghbor s  

by m i d - c e n t u r y .  Some o f  t h i s  e t h n i c i t y  and subsequent  

a s s i m i l a t i o n  can be seen when l o o k i n g  at  t he a g r i c u l t u r a l  

economy of  New Hampshi r e ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s .
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46. J .  L .  M e r r i l l ,  e d . ,  H i s t o r y  o f  A c w o r t h  ( A c w o r t h ,  
N.H. :  by t he t own,  1869) ,  120-23,  145.

47. W. R.  C o c h r a n e  a n d  G e o r g e  K . Wood,  H i s t o r y  o f  
F r a n c e s t o w n ,  N . H.  ( N a s h u a ,  N. H. :  James H. Bar ke r ,  1895) ,  
226-27.

48. R o b e r t  F.  L a w r e n c e ,  The New H a m p s h i r e  C h u r c h e s ;  
C o m p r i s i n g  H i s t o r i e s  of  t he Congr ega t i ona l  and P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  ( C l a r e m o n t ,  N . H . :  by t he au t ho r ,  
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51. L o n d o n d e r r y  ( 5 . 2 5 ) ,  New B o s t o n  ( 4 . 1 1 ) ,  Pet er bor ough 
( 4 . 4 3 ) ,  D e r r y f i e l d  ( 4 . 9 ) ,  Bedf ord ( 4 . 2 1 ) ,  Windham ( 5 . 5 ) .

52. NHSP 7 :  1 6 9 .  " P o l l s "  w e r e  d e f i n e d  i n  1767 as 
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Chapter  IX

Potatoes and Pumpkins:

Et hn i c  Foods i n P r o v i n c i a l  New Hampshi re

B e i n g  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r me r  i n e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 

H a m p s h i r e  had a few dr awbacks.  He mi gh t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on 

any g i v e n  d a y ,  f i n d  an E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r  i n  h i s  y a r d ,  

d r e s s e d  as a s o r r y  pedd l e r  or  t i n k e r  and r i d i n g  a s o r r i e r  

e x c u s e  f o r  a h o r s e .  The " p e d d l e r ' s "  saddl ebags mi gh t  be 

f i l l e d  w i t h  p o t a t o e s  and a j u g  o f  b u t t e r m i l k ,  and w i t h  

" a f f e c t e d  b l a r n e y "  t h e  E n g l i s h m a n  would s e l l  h i s  wares:  

" B u t t e r m i l k  and p e r a t i e s !  B u t t e r m i l k  and p e r a t i e s !  Paddy,  

w i l l  y o u  b u y ? "  The i n s u l t  was f o l l o w e d  by a h a s t y  

r e t r e a t - - a s  h a s t y  as t he poor  nag al  l o w e d - - u n t i  1 t he  next  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m was reached and t he i n s u l t  r e p e a t e d .  Not 

t o  be o u t d o n e ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r  r o d e  t o  t h e  

" P u r i t a n ' s "  h o u s e  i n  s i m i l a r  d i s g u i s e ,  and,  p i n c h i n g  h i s  

nose " i n  t r u e  Rou ndh ead  s t y l e , "  y e l l e d  t o  h i s  Eng l i sh  

n e i g h b o r ,  " P u m p k i n s  and Mol asses !  Pumpkins and Mol asses!  

Barebones,  w i l l  you buy?"^

Y e t  " P a d d y "  and ' P u m p k i n "  l i v e d  s i d e  by s i d e  i n  

e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New H a m p s h i r e ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t he  two 

m a j o r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  i n t he p r o v i n c e .  They d i d  not  al ways 

g e t  a l o n g ;  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d i a l e c t ,  r e l i g i o n ,  s o c i a l  

c u s t o m s ,  and d i e t  f o r c e d  t he Eng l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o
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eye one a n o t h e r  s u s p i c i o u s l y .  Over  t i me t hese d i f f e r e n c e s  

s h r a n k .  By t h e  end o f  t he c e n t u r y ,  i f  not  e a r l i e r ,  U l s t e r

and E n g l a n d  w e r e  a t  pe a c e  on t h e  r o c k y  s l o p e s  o f  New

Hampshi  r e .

The mer e m e n t i o n  o f  po t a t oes  and pumpki ns suggest s  a 

way o f  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  No sooner  

had t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r  begun t o p l a n t  h i s  po t a t oes  

t h a n  h i s  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r  o b s e r v e d  the. ac t  i n d e r i s i o n .  

F o o d  wa s  p e r c e i v e d  as a g e n u i n e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n  b o t h  g r o u p s ,  and t h e  g a s t r o n o m i c  

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  b o t h  wer e s c r u t i n i z e d  and scor ned.  Yet  

t h e y  were a l so c op i ed .  In t i me ,  Paddy grew pump k i ns  i n hi s

g a r d e n ,  and Pumpki n,  a f t e r  some m i s g i v i n g ,  d i scover ed  t h a t

pot at oes  were not  so bad a f t e r  a l l .

As soon as t h e  f i r s t  wave o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  

began c o m b i n g  a s h o r e ,  t he " P u r i t a n s "  of  New Engl and began 

n o t i n g  some .of  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r i t i e s .  The S c o t c h - I r i s h  spoke 

w i t h  a h e a v y  a c c e n t ;  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e a t  pork ( a t  f i r s t ) ;  

t h e i r  c o mmu n i o n  s e r v i c e  was t oo l ong and t h e i r  m i n i s t e r s  

t o o  l ong  wi nded;  t hey at e a d i r t y  l i t t l e  grub i n t he ground 

c a l l e d  a p o t a t o ;  t h e i r  w e d d i n g s  and f u n e r a l s  were o f t e n  

d r u n k e n ,  b o i s t e r o u s  a f f a i r s ;  and some of  t he possess i ons ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  f unny  l o o k i n g  s p i n n i n g  whee l s ,  were l i k e  

no t h i ng  t he Eng l i s h  had ever  seen b e f o r e .

A d j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  r a n g e d  f r o m  

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  f r u g a l ,  and sober ,  t o d i r t y  and dr unken.  New 

H a m p s h i r e ' s  h i s t o r i a n ,  Jeremy Bel knap,  t ook a p o s i t i v e  vi ew
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of  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  as he l o o k e d  bac k  o v e r  t he yea r s :  

“ Th es e  p e o p l e  are i n d u s t r i o u s ,  f r u g a l  and h o s p i t a b l e .  The 

men a r e  s a n g u i n e  and r o b u s t .  The women a r e  of  l i v e l y  

d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and t h e  n a t i v e  wh i t e  and red compl ex i on of  

I r e l a n d  i s  n o t  l o s t  i n  New Ha mp s h i r e . " 2 More than t h e i r  

c o m p l e x i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  o r d e r ,  as one 

n i n e t  e e n t  h - c e n t  u r y  h i s t o r i a n  not ed t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

men had " s p l e n d i d  bodi es and p e r f e c t  d i g e s t i o n . " 0 On t he 

o t h e r  h a n d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ' s  John Wi n t h r op ,  w r i t i n g  f rom New 

L o n d o n  i n  1 7 1 7 ,  was  h a r d l y  t a k e n  by t h e  " l i v e l y  

d i s p o s i t i o n s "  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  women. His " I r i s h "  housemaid 

"was f i t t  t o  l i v e  n o w h e r e  b u t t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  and i f  she 

wo u l d  not  mend her  ways I shoul d send her  t h i t h e r ;  t ho I am 

s u r e  no bo dy  w o u l d  g i v e  h e r  passage t h i t h e r  t o have her  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  20 y e a r s ,  she i s  such  a h i g h  s p i r i t e d  

p e r n i c i o u s  j a d e . " 4

One o b v i o u s  f a c t o r  wor k i ng  aga i ns t  t he f i r s t  Scot ch-  

I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  was a ma t t e r  of  mi s t aken i d e n t i t y .  The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  we r e  o f t e n  conf used w i t h  t he 

h a t e d  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B e l k n a p ,  t h i s  

c o n f u s i o n  l e d  many E n g l i s h  f a r m e r s  i n  New Hampshi re t o 

r e a c t  c o o l y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s . ^  The 

e a r l y  h i s t o r i a n  o f  W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  was more 

b l u n t .  " D i f f e r e n c e s  of  l anguage,  h a b i t s ,  and c e r emon i a l ,  

l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  u n r e a s o n a b l e  h a t r e d . . . . "  The 

S c o t c h -  I r i s h  " w e r e  n o t  t r e a t e d  w i t h  common decency by 

t h e i r  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s .  T h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t s . . . w e r e
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a p p r o a c h e d  by b o d i e s  of  armed men, and t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  i n 

some i n s t a n c e s ,  want on l y  d e s t r o y e d .  They were ever y  where 

abused and mi s r epr esen t ed  as I r i s h . . . . " ®

M o s t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  U l s t e r  

m i g r a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n two ma t e r i a l  deve l opment s :  f i n e  l i n e n  

c l o t h  and t h e  p o t a t o .  Jeremy Bel knap i s  t he most  commonly 

q u o t e d  s o u r c e .  " These  peopl e ( S c o t c h - I r i s h )  b r ought  w i t h  

t hem t h e  n e c e s s a r y  ma t e r i a l s  f o r  t he manuf ac t ur e  o f  l i n e n ;  

and t h e i r  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s ,  t u r n e d  by t h e  f o o t ,  were a 

n o v e l t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  They a l so  i n t r o d u c e d  t he c u l t u r e  

o f  p o t a t o e s . . . . " ^  The p o t a t o  became popu l a r  i n I r e l a n d  

a f t e r  t he Eng l i sh  C i v i l  War,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  because i t  was not  

e a s i l y  b u r n e d  l i k e  wheat  and cou l d  not  be d r i ven  o f f  l i k e  

c a t t l e . ®

W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  t h e  account s  of  

B e l k n a p  and o t h e r s ,  t h e y  do n o t  go f a r  enough.  For  one 

t h i n g ,  t h e y  f a i l  t o  m e n t i o n  o t h e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  d i e t e t i c  

h a b i t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e i n g  s o m e t h i n g  of  a t e e t o t a l e r ,  

J e r e my  B e l k n a p  w o u l d  n o t  have a p p r o v e d  of  t h a t  el ement  

w i t h i n  t h e  " c u l t u r e  o f  p o t a t o e s "  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p o t a t o  

w h i s k e y .  Even s t r a n g e r  t h a n  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l ove f o r  

p o t a t o  w i s k e y  was t h e i r  u n f a m i l a r i t y  w i t h  por k .  Of a l l  of  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  d o m e s t i c  ani mal s br ought  t o Amer i ca,  t he pi g 

made t h e  e a s i e s t  and mos t  t h o r o u g h  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  t he 

w i l d e r n e s s .  Hogs were a s t andar d f ar m ani mal  i n New England 

at  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t he e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .  Vet  t hey were
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v i r u t a l l y  unknown on U l s t e r  f a r ms  at  t he same t i me .  In 

a d d i t i o n  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  may h a v e  had one o t h e r  

p e c u l i a r i t y  when i t  came t o  f o o d .  Samuel  Johnson once 

r e ma r k e d  t h a t  oat s  were f ed t o horses i n Engl and and t o men 

i n S c o t l a n d .  The E n g l i s h  a p p a r e n t l y  had no t a s t e  f o r

o a t - b a s e d  c e r e a l s  and br eads.  The Scot s i n bot h Sco t l and

and I r e l a n d  d i d ,  h o w e v e r .  A r c h b i s h o p  Hugh B o u l t e r  of  

I r e l a n d  o n c e  r e f e r r e d  t o  o a t m e a l  as t h e  " b r e a d  o f  t he

n o r t h , "  m e a n i n g  U l s t e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  wh i l e  i t  i s  known 

t h a t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s  i n New Hampshi re r a i s e d  o a t s ,  i t  

i s not  known whet her  t hey  f ed man or  b e a s t . ^

A n o t h e r  s h o r t c o m i n g  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  account s  of  t he 

c o mi n g  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o  New Engl and i s  t h a t  t hey  say 

n o t h i n g  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  r e a c t i o n  t o  E n g l i s h  f o o d .  

So me t i me s  t h e  r e s u l t s  were humorous,  such as t h i s  i n c i d e n t  

i n  W a r r e n ,  Mai ne,  i n 1739.  A S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t ,  upon 

b e i n g  made a c a p t a i n  i n  t he m i l i t i a ,  bought  a j ug  of  rum 

f o r  t h e  men o f  h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  f o r  t h e  women,  he 

s u g g e s t e d  h i s  w i f e  pr epar e some t ea .  Both t he t ea and t he 

rum w e r e  i n  t h e  b e s t  of  New Eng l and ' s  Eng l i sh  t r a d i t i o n s .  

W h i l e  t h e  rum was t a k i n g  i t s  e f f e c t  upon t h e  men, t he

n e w 1 y - ap p o i n t e d  c a p t a i n  l ooked i n upon t he l a d i e s ,  on l y  t o 

d i s c o v e r  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  was s e r v i n g  t he b u t t e r e d  t ea l eaves 

as f o o d .  When asked about  t he t e a ,  t he w i f e  r e p l i e d :  " That  

i s  good f o r  n o t h i n g ,  f o r  I poured i t  o u t ,  and t he very p i gs  

would not  d r i n k  i t . " ^
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T h e  S c o t c h - I r i  s h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  

u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Engl i shmen and Eng l i s h  cust oms.  They had 

s h a r e d  t h e  U l s t e r  c o u n t r y s i d e  w i t h  Eng l i sh  f a r me r s .  Yet  

t h e  " E n g l i s h "  t hey  encount er ed i n New Engl and were somewhat  

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  " E n g l i s h "  t h e y  had l e f t  b e h i n d  i n 

U l s t e r .  W h i l e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  r epr esen t ed  a new wave o f  

i m m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  ne i ghbor s  i n New Engl and were 

t h r e e  and f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s  removed f r om Engl and.  Eng l i sh  

f a r m s  had made s u b s t a n t i a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o be 

c ompat i b l e  w i t h  t he  Amer i can w i l d e r n e s s .

E n g l i s h  f ar ms were " f o r e i g n "  to t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  f o r  a 

number  o f  r e a s o n s .  Besi des t he e v e r - p r e s e n t  and somet imes 

a n n o y i n g  h o g s ,  E n g l i s h  f i e l d s  con t a i ned  a number of  crops 

' unknown i n  U l s t e r .  Most  obv i ous  was I nd i an  co r n .  From the 

v e r y  f i r s t  w i n t e r  s p e n t  i n  New Engl and,  I nd i an  corn had 

been t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  s t a p l e  g r a i n  of  Eng l i sh  f a r mer s  in t he 

r e g i o n .  I t  was n o t  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  Eng l i sh  s e t t l e r s  had 

g i v e n  up E u r o p e a n  g r a i n s  l i k e  wheat  and r y e ,  i t  was j u s t  

t h e  I n d i a n  c o r n  g r ew b e t t e r  i n  New England d u r i n g  e a r l y  

s e t t l e m e n t .  Not  u n t i l  t he 1650 * s a f u l l  g e ne r a t i on  a f t e r  

f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Ma s ac hu s e t t s , do t he r ecor ds  say much 

a b o u t  w h e a t  and r ye .  By t h i s  t i me ,  I nd i an  corn had become 

New Engl and ' s  f a v o r i t e . ^

I n d i a n  c o r n  c e r t a i n l y  p r edomi na t ed  in New Hampshi re 

f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t .  A 1635 i n v e n t o r y  of  f ood and s u p p l i e s  at  

C a p t a i n  John M a s o n ' s  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t he Great  Bay area 

r e p u r t e d  a t o t a l  o f  332 b u s h e l s  o f  c o r n ,  b u t  o n l y  13
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b a r r e l s  o f  o a t  m e a l ,  47 b a r r e l s  of  " me a l , "  27 b a r r e l s  of

" m a l t , "  and 32 b a r r e l s  of  peas.  New Hampshi re p r ov i nc e  t ax

l a ws  a f t e r  1630 g e n e r a l l y  l i s t  a number  of  commodi t i es

w h i c h  c o u l d  be pai d i n l i e u  of  cash.  Whi l e  the i t ems var y

f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r ,  c o r n  al ways heads t he l i s t .  By 17 50 ,

t h e  b e s t  f i r s t h a n d  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t e s  t h a t

a l t h o u g h  o a t s  and b a r l e y  we r e  g r o wn  in New Hampshi r e ' s

s e a c o a s t  a r ea,  corn was t he p r o v i n c e ' s  c h i e f  g r a i n .  L i t t l e

wh e a t  was g r o w n ;  i n s t e a d ,  f l o u r  was br ought  i n f r om New

1 ?Yo r k  and P h i l a d e l p h i a .  A f i n a l  t es t i mony  i n f a v o r  of  

c o r n  comes f r om t he d i a r y  of  St r at ham t anner  Samuel  Lane i n 

17 4 8 :  "We had a t e r r i b l e  Oraught  i n t he Summer, whi ch cut

S h o r t  o u r  E n g l i s h  corn & grass v e r r y  much:  and t h r ea t ened  

our  I n d i an  Corn;  but  t h a t  Stood i t  w o n d e r f u l l y . " ^

I f  c o r n  was t h e  mos t  o b v i o u s  f e a t u r e  of  an Eng l i sh  

f a r m  i n  t he e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  was not  t he on l y  i t em t o 

r a i s e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  e y e b r o w s .  E n g l i s h  f a r m s  f e a t u r e d  

p u m p k i n s ;  squash;  and beans,  whi ch when combined w i t h  corn 

r e s u l t e d  i n  a d i s h  c a l l e d  " s u c c o t a s h . "  Engl i sh f ar mer s  

a l s o  e x t r a c t e d  sap f r o m  ma p l e  t r e e s  i n  s p r i n g ,  spent  

p o r t i o n s  o f  each  summer  f i s h i n g  o r  p i c k i n g  n u t s  and 

b e r r i e s ,  a n d ,  i n  f a l l ,  w e n t  h u n t i n g  f o r  a v a r i e t y o f  

a n i m a l s ,  some o f  w h i c h  wre n a t i v e  t o on l y  Nor t h Amer i ca.  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a r m e r  q u e n c h e d  h i s  t h i r s t  w i t h  a 

c o u p l e  o f  d r i n k s  u n f a m i l i a r  t o  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer :  

c i d e r  and New England r u m . ^
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Much o f  wh a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f ound p e c u l i a r  about  

E n g l i s h  f a r m s  i n  New England o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t he I n d i a n s .  

S i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t  e e n t h - cen t u r y , Eng l i sh  f a r mer s  had 

made s u b s t a n t i a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o t he Amer i can w i l d e r n e s s ,  

and t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h i s  l e a r n i n g  process had been t he 

v e r y  n a t i v e s  whose  c u l t u r e  was deemed t o  be i n f e r i o r .  

I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  New E n g l a n d  no t  on l y  grew cor n ,  beans,  

p u m p k i n s ,  and squash,  but  t hey  had devel oped a wi de v a r i e t y  

o f  ways t o pr epar e t hese i t ems f o r  consumpt i on.  Corn mi ght  

n o t  o n l y  be m i x e d  w i t h  beans  t o  make succo t ash ,  but  i t  

m i g h t  be made i n t o  " s a m p , "  a cornmeal  p o r r i d g e ,  or  made 

i n t o  c o r n b r e a d ,  u s i n g  a v a r i e t y  of  nut s and b e r r i e s  f o r  

f l a v o r .

Fr om t he  woods and f i e l d s ,  I nd i ans  gat her ed beechnut s ,  

c h e s t n u t s ,  h i c k o r y n u t s ,  c h e r r i e s ,  p l ums ,  s t r a wb e r r  i e s , 

r a s p b e r r i e s ,  b l a c k b e r r i e s ,  c r a n b e r r i e s ,  g o o s e b e r r i e s ,  

e l d e r b e r r i e s ,  b l u e b e r r i e s ,  and even w i l d  r i c e  and w i l d  

o n i o n s .  They  a l s o  a t e  a n a t i v e  g r a p e  but  d i d  not  make 

w i n e .  Th e y  had no domest i c  an i ma l s ,  save f o r  t h e i r  dogs,  

b u t  h u n t e d  f o r  t h e i r  meal s,  ea t i n g  a l l  except  c a r n i v o r e s .  

They f i s h e d  f o r  bo t h  s a l t  wat er  and f r e s h wa t e r  f i s h ,  w i t h  

t h e  f o r m e r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e n  w i t h  t he s a l t  needed in t h e i r  

d i e t .

I n d i a n a  a l s o  a t e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  p a r t s  of  ani mal s t hey 

k i l l e d .  J e r e my  B e l k n a p  r e c o r d s  such  c u l i n a r y  d e l i g h t s  

p r e p a r e d  by t h e  I n d i a n s  as t he l i p  of  moose,  beaver  t a i l ,  

and b r o t h  made w i t h  b o i l e d  bass heads.  They u s u a l l y  cooked
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m e a t s ,  e i t h e r  by b o i l i n g ,  b r o i l i n g ,  r o a s t i n g ,  or  even 

b a r b e c u i n g .  I n d i a n s  a l s o  had ways of  p r e s e r v i n g  f l e s h ,
I £

e i t h e r  by pack i ng i t  i n snow or  smoking i t .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  I nd i an  f a r me r  of  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 

E n g l a n d  may have employed s i mp l e  and cr ude t e c h n i q u e s ,  some 

w o r k e d  and we r e  q u i c k l y  a d o p t e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h .  When 

E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  s t a r t e d  gr owi ng c or n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t hey  

a l s o  be gan  u s i n g  f i s h  as f e r t i l i z e r .  Bel knap admi t s  t h a t  

t h e  I n d i a n  me t h o d  of  t i m i n g  t he s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g  was s t i l l  

used i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Cor n  was t o  be 

p l a n t e d  "when t he l eaves of  t he wh i t e  oak are as b i g  as t he 

ear  of  a mouse.

H e n c e ,  when S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r mer s  came t o New Hampshi re 

i n  1719 ,  one recorded process of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  assi mi  1i a t i o n  

had a l r e a d y  t aken p l ac e .  The Eng l i sh  f a r mer  i n New Engl and 

had m i x e d  h i s  d o m e s t i c  l i v e s t o c k ,  al ong w i t h  some of  h i s  

g r a i n s  and f r u i t s ,  w i t h  a s t r o n g ,  n a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

t r a d i t i o n .  I t  now remai ned f o r  Paddy and Pumpkin t o b r i n g  

t h e i r  f a r mi ng  t r a d i t i o n s  t o g e t h e r .

E n g l i s h  f a r m e r s  wer e  qu i ck  to not e both t he po t a t oes  

and t h e  f l a x  of  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h .  In t he Londonder r y  g r an t  

o f  1 7 2 2 ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  even al l owed to pay o f f  

t h e i r  a n n u a l  q u i t  r e n t  i n  p o t  a t o e s . The Eng l i sh  soon 

became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b o t h  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t hey 

a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p o t a t o  w i t h  c a u t i o n .  In Wor ces t e r ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  r e l a t i o n s  be t ween  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  and Eng l i sh  

had s t a r t e d  so p o o r l y ,  t h a t  when t h e  I r i s h  gave t h e i r
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E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s  some p o t a t o e s  as a g i f t ,  t he l a t t e r  

s u s p e c t e d  t he o f f e r  t o  be po i sonous .  They t ossed them i n t o
i  q

a c o n v e n i e n t  swamp on t h e  way home.  I n  A n d o v e r ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  we r e  mor e t r u s t i n g .  They 

p l a n t e d  p o t a t o e s ,  but  knowi ng no t h i ng  about  t hem,  t r i e d  to 

eat  t he b l o s s o m . ^

A q u i c k  l o o k  a t  E n g l i s h  f a r m  j o u r n a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a r m e r s  began t o l ea r n  f rom 

t h e i r  I r i s h  n e i g h b o r s .  The d i a r y  o f  Concor d ' s  Ti mot hy  

W a l k e r  m e n t i o n s  s p r e a d i n g  f l a x  i n t he year  1746.  Wal ker  

a l s o  g r e w  h i s  own t obacco ,  made h i s  own c i d e r ,  and r a i s ed  

c o r n ,  h a y ,  r y e ,  w h e a t ,  b a r l e y ,  o a t s ,  p e a s ,  c a b b a g e s ,  

c u c u m b e r s ,  t u r n i p s ,  s q u a s h ,  beans ,  p a r s n i p s ,  as we l l  as 

a p p l e s  a n d  p l u ms  i n  h i s  o r c h a r d .  H i s  f a r m  a n i m a l s  

c o n s i s t e d  of  hogs,  sheep,  oxen,  c a t t l e ,  and hor ses .  In t he 

y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  A l t o n ' s  Ephr a i m Rober t  

m e n t i o n s  f l a x  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  c o r n ,  hay,  r ye ,  

w h e a t ,  p e a s ,  and t u r n i p s .  R o b e r t s  went  on t o ment i on a 

p o t a t o  c r o p  i n  1 7 7 4 .  James B i r k e t  n o t e d  i n  h i s  1750 

j o u r n a l  t h a t  E n g l i s h  f a r ms  i n t he Por t smout h area suppl y  

t h e  p o r t  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  m e a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  mut t on and 

v e a l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of  garden c r o ps ,  f r u i t s ,  

w i l d  b e r r i e s ,  and " E n g l i s h ,  or  whats commonly c a l l e d  I r i s h  

P o t a t o e s  a l s o  t h e  Swee t  P o t a t o e . "  I n  1 7 5 3 ,  W i l l i a m  

D o u g l a s s  i n  h i s  Summar y , n o t e d  t h a t  I r i s h  po t a t oes  of  

s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  grew we l l  a l l  over  New Engl and by 17 53 .
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By m i d - c e n t u r y ,  po t a t oes  were be i ng expor t ed  f rom Salem and
? 1Boston t o  p o r t s  in V i r g i n i a .

Ye t  i f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  we r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n g e t t i n g  

t h e i r  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s  t o  r a i s e  f l a x  and p o t a t o e s ,  t hey  

seem t o  h a,v e g i ven ground i n  some o t h e r  areas .  Upon f i r s t  

a r r i v i n g  i n  Londonder r y ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  supplemented 

t h e i r  E u r o p e a n  d i e t s  w i t h  I n d i a n  samp and bean p o r r i d g e .  

They  a r r i v e d  i n  New Hampshi re w i t h  ver y  l i t t l e  l i v e s t o c k .  

By 1 7 2 3 ,  h o w e v e r ,  a v a r i e t y  o f  f arm ani mal s  were r e p o r t e d  

i n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  onc e - de t es t ed  p i g .  The area

p r o v e d  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  o r c h a r d s  as w e l l ,  and be f o r e  l ong ,

9 9po t a t o  whi skey  had gi ven way to apple c i d e r .  6

In one r e s p e c t ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  found New England

v e r y  much l i k e  home i n  U l s t e r .  Soon a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  in

N u t f i e l d ,  t h e  Reverend James MacGregor was l ed to Amoskeag

F a l l s  by a l o c a l  I n d i a n .  In U l s t e r ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  had

been s k i l l e d  f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h e r me n ,  c a t c h i n g  salmon,  shad,

and e e l s  i n  t h e  Bann and F o y l e  r i v e r s .  B e f o r e  l o n g ,

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  began  s p e n d i n g  summer  d a y s  a t

9 ^h a n d - p i c k e d  f i s h i n g  s p o t s  at  Amos k e ag .  Some f i s h i n g

s p o t s  were so c h o i c e ,  t h a t  l o c a l  people would remain at  the 

f a l l s  o v e r  t he  Sabbath in o r de r  to c l a i m the best  l o c a t i o n  

on Monday  m o r n i n g .  I n  1764 , t h e  New Hampshi re assembly 

p a s s e d  a l a w  f o r b i d d i n g  t h i s  p r a c t i c e . ^  T h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  New England r i v e r s  as w e l l .  

T h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one r ecorded i n c i d e n t  i n Maine where an 

I n d i a n  t r i b e ,  l i v i n g  upst ream f rom a f a v o r i t e  S c o t c h - I r i s h
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f i s h i n g  s p o t ,  t h r e a t e n e d  h o s t i l i t i e s  u n l e s s  t h e
p r

S c o t c h - I r i s h  l e t  more f i s h  t h r ough t h e i r  ne t s .

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n t h e  f i s h i n g  g r o u n d s  at

Amoskeag ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  l ove  f o r  e e l s ,  l ed to some

e t h n i c  humor  on t he p a r t  o f  t h e i r  Eng l i sh  ne i g hb o r s .  Some

wen t  so f a r  as to r e f e r  to ee l s  as " D e r r y f i e l d  b e e f , "  a f t e r

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t own  n e a r e s t  t h e  f a l l s .  The Eng l i sh

s p r e a d  t h e  wor d  t h a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n D e r r y f i e l d  ate

no t h i ng  bu t  e e l s ,  and added i n p o e t i c  j e s t :

That  t he marks of  eel s  were so p l a i n  to t r a ce  
That  t he c h i l d r e n  l ooked l i k e  ee l s  in the face 
And be f o r e  t hey wal ked,  and i t  i s  we l l  con f i r med 
That  t he c h i l d r e n  never  c r e p t  but  squi rmed.

Such a mi gh t y  power di d the squ i r mer s  w i e l d ,
O' e r  t he goodl y  men of  ol d D e r r y f i e l d  
I t  was o f t e n  sa i d  t h a t  t h e i r  on l y  ca r e ,
And t h e i r  on l y  wi sh and t h e i r  on l y  pr ayer  
For t he p r esen t  wor l d  and the wor l d  t o ?come,
Was a s t r i n g  of  ee l s  and a j ug of  rum.

T h e  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  a c c o u n t  o f  a New H a m p s h i r e

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m  may be found in the d i a r y  of  B ed f o r d ' s
? 7M a t t h e w  P a t t e n .  P a t t e n ' s  d i a r y  runs f rom 1754 t hr ough 

1 788 ,  and covers a vast  range of  r u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s :  f a r m i n g ,  

l o g g i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  s u r v e y i n g ,  

c o l l e c t i n g  maple sap,  and even a b r i e f  f l i n g  at  beekeepi ng.  

P o t a t o e s  and  f l a x  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  P a t t e n ' s  

a c c o u n t s ,  y e t  so t o o  do I n d i a n  corn and hogs.  By 1763 , 

P a t t e n  was g r o w i n g  p u m p k i n s .  He f i s h e d  r e g u l a r l y  at  

Amoskeag F a l l s  f o r  shad,  salmon,  and ee l s .  Whi l e f i s h i n g  

was s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s  to Pa t t en ,  he admi ts i n June of  1759 

o f  h a v i n g  "went  a f r o l i c k i n g  to Namaskeag w i t h  my w i f e . . , . "
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He h u n t e d  and t r a p p e d  f o r  n a t i v e  game as w e l l ,  c a t c h i n g  

f o r t y  p i g e o n s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 5 9 .  More o f t e n ,  he went 

h u n t i n g  f o r  d e e r .  T h e r e  we r e  even days  d e v o t e d  t o 

g a t h e r i n g  n u t s  and b e r r i e s ,  such as October  15,  1761,  when 

"my w i f e  and I we n t  C h e s t n u t i n g  but  made a poor  hand of  

i t . "  L i k e  h i n  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s ,  P a t t e n  quenched h i s  

t h i r s t  w i t h  c i d e r  and rum,  a d m i t t i n g  i n August  1784 t h a t  

" . . . w e  d r i n k e d  3 1 / 2  Q u a r t s  of  Rum t h i s  w e e k . . . . " ^  Not 

e v e r y  e n t r y  i n  P a t t e n ' s  d i a r y  r i n g s  of  pure t r u t h .  In 

S e p t e m b e r  17 6 8 he r ecor ded :  " i n  t he morning a g r ea t  F r o s t  

i t  k i l l d  t h e  Cor n  p o t a t o e s  pumpk i ns  e t c  and I k i l l e d  18 

pi dgeons at  two Shots and we worked at  t he  Me a d o w. " ^

By t h e  t i me  the f i r s t  and second waves of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  we r e  p a s s i n g  f r o m  t he  scene,  i t  was becoming 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  an Eng l i sh  f r om a 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m .  I n s t e a d ,  f a r m s  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  

d i f f e r e d  f r o m  one anot her  on grounds o f  age,  t e r r a i n ,  and 

l o c a t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  upon g r o u n d s  o f  e t h n i c  o r i g i n .  

S t r a t h a m ' s  Samuel  Lane summed up a complete New Hampshi re 

f a r m when he w r o t e  a note o f  Thank s g i v i ng  i n h i s  d i a r y  in 

1 7 9 3 . He gave t h a n k s  " f o r  my Corn,  Wheat ,  Rye Grass and 

H a y ;  Wo o l ,  F l a x ,  S y d e r ,  A p p l e s ,  P u m p k i n s ,  P o t a t o e s ,  

C a b a g e s ,  t i r n i p s ,  C a r r o t s ,  B e e t s ,  p e a c h e s  and o t h e r  

f r u i  t s . . . Wood , Water ,  B u t t e r ,  Cheese,  M i l k ,  P o r t ,  Beef e,  & 

f i s h ,  e t c . . . . f o r  Te a ,  S u g a r ,  Rum,  Wi ne,  Gin,  Molasses,  

p e p e r ,  S p i c e  & Money f o r  the ( t o ? )  bye o t h e r  Necesset i es  

and t o  pay my Oeb t s  & Ta x es  e t  c . " 3 ^ Wi th the p o s s i b l e
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e x c e p t i o n  o f  p o r t ,  g i n ,  and w i ne ,  B e d f o r d ' s  Mat thew Pa t t en

w o u l d  ha v e  s h a r e d  L a n e ' s  f e e l i n g s  on a l l  of  t he above.>
S c o t c h - I r i s h  and E n g l i s h  f a r mer s  had been qu i ck  to l e a r n  

f r o m  one a n o t h e r .  The r e s u l t i n g  bl end of  f oods r e t a i n e d  

i t s  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  f l a v o r ,  w h i l e  a l so  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t he 

b e s t  o f  t h e  European d i e t .  Only i n t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  f arms 

i n  and a r o u n d  L o n d o n d e r r y  mi gh t  a l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

t r a v e l e r  hav e  seen an i n o r d i n a t e  number of  f i e l d s  o f  f l a x .  

Fo r  i t  was t h e  l i n e n  t r a d e  t h a t  mo s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t he 

e a r l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f r om t h e i r  En g l i s h  n e i gh b o r s .
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Chapter  X

The F a b r i c  o f  Change:

S c o t c h - I r i s h  L i nen Trade 

i n 18th Cent ury  New Hampshi re

The S c o t c h - I r i s h  came t o  New England w i t h  a v a r i e t y  of  

s k i l l s .  Whi l e most  were f a r me r s ,  many were s t y l e d  weavers ,  

c o r d w a i n e r s ,  t a i l o r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and cooper s .  Women s t y l e d  

as " s p i n s t e r s "  were being i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e i r  s k i l l  as much 

as t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .  Many S c o t c h - I r i s h  s k i l l s  i n v o l v e d  

t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l i n e n  c l o t h .  Whereas 

t h e  E n g l i s h  po p u l a t i o n  o f  New Engl and,  i n s p i t e  o f  va-r ious 

b o u n t i e s ,  had g e n e r a l l y  f a i l e d  to produce enough l i n e n  to 

s a t i s f y  l o c a l  demand,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  made l i n e n  a 

c o m m e r c i a l  s u c c e s s .  T h e i r  comb i ned  s k i l l s  i n t he l i n e n  

t r a d e  c o n s t i t u t e d  an e t h n i c  t r a i t  t h a t  was admi red,  even 

e n v i e d ,  by t h e i r  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s .  In t i me ,  the l i n e n  

t r a d e  c e a s e d  to be a s t r i c t l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  a c t i v i t y .  Just  

as t h e  t wo g r o u p s  b o r r o w e d  f rom one a n o t h e r ' s  f i e l d s  and 

g a r d e n s ,  t hey al so began to work t o g e t h e r  in the househo l d .  

By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w a t e r - p c w e r e d  machi nery  k i l l e d  o f f  New 

E n g l a n d ' s  l i n e n  t r a d e ,  E n g l i s h  w e a v e r s ,  s p i n s t e r s ,  and 

f a r m e r s  were as s k i l l e d  as the S c o t c h - I r i s h  in making l i n e n  

t hr ead and c l o t h .

- 327 -
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The a b i l i t y  o f  New Hampshi re ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  

t o  make s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t i e s  and q u a n t i t i e s  of  l i n e n  c l o t h  

has been more l auded t han s t u d i e d .  N i ne t een t h  c e n t u r y  town 

h i s t o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  w r i t t e n  by descendant s  of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  l o o k  back i n awe at  t he supposed 

s k i l l  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s ,  s p i n s t e r s ,  weavers ,  and 

t r a d e r s .  At  t h e  t i m e  t h e s e  h i s t o r i e s  we r e  w r i t t e n ,  

homemade l i n e n  was but  a memory,  a v i c t i m  of  t he I n d u s t r i a l  

R e v o l u t i o n .  Ye t  t h e  l i n e n  t r a d e  was a memory i n v a r i a b l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  farms of  Londonder r y .

The a c t u a l  p r o c e s s  o f  mak i ng l i n e n  c l o t h  by hand i s 

w e l l  known.  New Hampshi re ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  made no b r i l l i a n t  

or  i n n o v a t i v e  changes here.  There were s eve r a l  bas i c  s teps 

n e c e s s a r y  to " ge t  out  t he f l a x , "  whether  t he  o p e r a t i o n  took 

p l a c e  in New Hampshi re,  U l s t e r ,  Russ i a ,  or  t he Mi dd l e  East .  

In New H a m p s h i r e ,  f l a x  ground was u s u a l l y  plowed and f l a x  

seed sown i n  l a t e  A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May. 1 In June,  t he f l a x  

wo u l d  b l o s s o m ,  t u r n i n g  New H a m p s h i r e  f l a x  f i e l d s  i n t o  

w a v i n g  s h e e t s  of  b l u e .  The f l a x  was ready to be p u l l e d  at  

some t i m e  b e t we e n  t h e  l a s t  week in J u l y  and the f i r s t  or  

s e c o n d  week i n  A u g u s t .  A f t e r  d r y i n g  f o r  a few days,  the 

p u l l e d  f l a x  wo u l d  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  b a r n  where i t  was 

t h r e s h e d ,  o f t e n  by u s i n g  a r i p p l e  comb.  The t h r e s h i n g  

o p e r a t i o n  w o u l d  r e mo v e  t h e  seed,  a v a l u ab l e  commodi ty in 

i t s  own r i g h t .
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What  r e m a i n e d  was t h e  f l a x  s t a l k .  The process of  

" g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  f l a x "  was s i mp l y  a ma t t e r  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  

t h e  f l a x  f i b r e  f r o m  t he unwanted p a r t  o f  t he s t a l k .  Thi s  

r e q u i r e d  a nu mbe r  o f  s t e p s .  F i r s t ,  t he  s t a l k  had to be 

r o t t e d ,  o r  r h e t t e d ,  a s me l l y  o p e r a t i o n  necessar y  to s o f t e n  

t h e  s t a l k  and make t h e  f i b r e  more e a s i l y  r emovabl e.  The 

s t a l k  c o u l d  e i t h e r  be p l aced i n  wa t e r  ( " w a t e r  r o t t e d " ) ,  i n 

w h i c h  c a s e  i t  w o u l d  be r eady  i n about  t h r e e  weeks;  or  i t  

c o u l d  be s p r e a d  on t h e  g r o u n d  ( " f i e l d  r o t t e d " ) ,  and be 

r e a d y  i n  a b o u t  f o u r  wee k s . - B e d f o r d ' s  Mat thew Pat t en  may 

be a good g u i d e  h e r e ;  he u s u a l l y  f i e l d  r o t t e d  h i s  f l a x ,  

s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  l a s t  week o f  A u g u s t . - ^  The r o t t e d  f l a x  

was t h e n  ga t her ed  up,  d r i e d ,  and p l aced i n a barn u n t i l  t he 

next  y ea r .

The r e m a i n i n g  s t e p s  d i d  not  depend upon n a t u r e .  At

any t i m e  b e t w e e n  F e b r u a r y  and A p r i l ,  t he f l a x  would be

b r o k e n ,  s w i n g l e d ,  and hack l ed .  In the b r eak i ng  o p e r a t i o n ,

t h e  s t a l k s  w o u l d  be d r a wn  a c r o s s  a f l a x  " b r a k e , "  whi ch

wo u l d  b r e a k  up t h e  core o f  the s t a l k ,  but  l eave t he f i b r e

i n t a c t .  The s w i n g l i n g ,  or  s c u t c h i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  was a more

d e l i c a t e  o p e r a t i o n  w h e r e b y  a wooden s w i n g l i n g  k n i f e  was

used t o  r e mo v e  t h e  broken p i eces o f  c o r e .  Sw i n g l i n g  took

more t a l e n t  t h a n  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t e p s ,  and s p e c i a l l y

t r a i n e d  men m i g h t  t r a v e l  f rom f a r m to f a r m to per f o r m t he 
, 4

t a s K .  M a t t h e w  P a t t e n  u s u a l l y  b r ought  i n e x t r a  help f o r  

s w i n g l i n g ,  an annual  t ask t h a t  would take f rom one to t h r ee  

d a y s .  The n e x t  s t e p ,  v a r i o u s l y  c a l l e d  combing,  h a c k l i n g ,
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or  h e t c h e l l i n g ,  was s i mp l y  a ma t t e r  o f  r unn i ng  the swi ng l ed  

f i b r e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e e t h  o f  a h a c k l e ,  or  h e t c h e l . Thi s  

wo u l d  s e p a r a t e  the l on ge r  f l a x  f i b r e s  f rom s h o r t e r  f i b r e s ,  

c a l l e d  " t o w . "  Tow came i n  v a r i o u s  grades ( f i n e ,  cou r se ,  

and  s w i n g l e )  and  wa s  s p u n  and woven i n t o  c o a r s e ,  

u t i l i t a r i a n  c l o t h - - u s e d  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  f rom work s h i r t s  to 

meal bags.  Tow was a l so  used to make t w i n e .

The l o n g  f i b r e s  o f  f l a x  we r e  t i e d  i n t o  k n o t s ,  or  

" h a n k s , "  and hung s o me wh e r e  i n  t h e  house.  These hanks 

wo u l d  be t a k e n  down when needed and spun i n t o  f i n e  l i n e n  

t h r e a d .  The s p i n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  was done al most  e n t i r e l y  by 

women,  and m i g h t  t a k e  p l a c e  at  any t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

S p i n n i n g  t o o k  p l ace on any gi ven month at  Mat thew P a t t e n ' s  

B e d f o r d  f a r m ,  a l t h o u g h  he g e n e r a l l y  br ought  i n e x t r a  hel p 

t o  a s s i s t  t h e  P a t t e n  women s p i n  l i n e n  t h r ead  du r i n g  the 

per i od  between Febr uar y  and A p r i l .

The spun t h r e a d  was p a s s e d  o v e r  t o  a c l o c k  r e e l ,

w h i c h ,  b e s i d e  k e e p i n g  t he t h r ead  f rom t a n g l i n g ,  served to
•«

m e a s u r e  t h e  l i n e n  t h r e a d  i n t o  " s k e i n s . " ^  S k e i n s  o f  

t h r e a d  were then taken to a weaver ,  al ong w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

as t o  wha t  k i n d  o f  weave was d e s i r e d .  The r e s u l t i n g  c l o t h  

wo u l d  be b r own i n  c o l o r .  Tow c l o t h  would be kept  brown,  

b u t  c l o t h  used f o r  h a n d k e r c h i e f s ,  s h i r t s ,  t a b l e c l o t h s ,  

p o s s i b l y  t o w e l s ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  uses would have to be 

b l e a c h e d .  I n  U l s t e r ,  t h i s  was done by " b l e a c h e r s , "  us i ng 

" l y e  b o i l s "  and s p r e a d i n g  the c l o t h  on s p e c i a l  " b l e a c h i n g  

g r e e n s , "  perhaps as l a r g e  as t w e n t y - f i v e  to t h i r t y  acres in
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s i z e .  I n  New Ha mps h i r e ,  however ,  t h e r e  i s no ment i on of  

b l e a c h i n g  g r e e n s ,  and i t  would appear t h a t  b l e ac h i ng  was a 

backyard o p e r a t i o n .

The i n d i v i d u a l  f a r m e r  mi ght  r e t a i n  ownership of  some

of  h i s  f l a x  t h r o u g h  the c l o t hmak i ng  s t age .  He would then

e i t h e r  t r a d e  t he c l o t h  or  have i t  made i n t o  something used 

by h i s  own f a m i l y .  Ye t  t h e  f a r m e r  m i g h t  a l s o  g i ve  up 

o w n e r s h i p  o f  t he f l a x  a f t e r  one of  t he i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t ages .  

N o t  o n l y  was f l a x s e e d  f r e q u e n t l y  t r a d e d ,  b u t  so was 

s w i n g l e d  and h a c k l e d  f l a x ,  t ow and l i n e n  t h r e a d ,  and 

u n b l e a c h e d  c l o t h .  I n  1772 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Mat thew Pat ten 

r e c e i v e d  "1 t  and 6 o u n c e s  o f  H e c k l e d  f l a x  and 2 t  of  

t a b a c c a , "  as payment f o r  su r vey i ng  a l o t ,  w h i l e  i n 1780 , he 

t r a d e d  one hundred ee l s  f o r  seventeen pounds of  f l a x .  His 

w i f e  t o o k  b o t h  c l o t h  and t h r e a d  t o  B o s t o n  to t r a d e  in 

17 6 7 —  a l e n g t h y  r i d e  f o r  a woman f i v e  months p r egnan t .  

When Pa t t en  r ece i ved  a pound of  f l a x  as payment in 1778,  he 

c l aimed i t  to be wor th one bushel  of  c o r n . ^

Ma t t h e w  P a t t e n  had been used f r e q u e n t l y  here as an

e x a mp l e  f o r  good r e a s o n .  The d i a r y  o f  t h i s  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t ,  c o v e r i n g  the years  1754 t h r ough  1788,  i s  one of  

t he  f i n e s t  ex t a n t  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i a r i e s  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  

s e r v e d  as an a c c o u n t  book as w e l l  as a d i a r y ,  and i t  

r e v e a l s  a wide range of  economic a c t i v i t i e s .  Mixed in w i t h  

t h i s  c o l l a g e  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m  l i f e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s o w i n g  f l a x s e e d s ,  p u l l i n g  f l a x ,  r o t t i n g  the 

f l a x ,  b r e a k i n g  and s w i n g l i n g ,  s p i n n i n g ,  and f i n a l l y ,
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P a t t e n ' s  accounts  w i t h  v a r i o u s  weavers .  There are a coup l e  

o f  b i a s e s  w i t h  t h i s  d i a r y .  For one t h i n g ,  i t  c on c e n t r a t e s  

on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  P a t t e n  h i m s e l f ,  t o the e x c l u s i o n  of  

f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  S e c o n d l y ,  s i nce  i t  served as an account  

b o o k ,  i t  i s  b i a s e d  t o w a r d  f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  and 

f r e q u e n t l y  i g n o r e s  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I f  P a t t e n ' s  sons 

s p e n t  t h e  day  g a t h e r i n g  h a y ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  mi gh t  not  be 

m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  d i a r y .  However,  i f  t hey  had been helped 

by a n e i g h b o r ,  t h i s  would c o n s t i t u t e  a s e r v i c e  to P a t t e n ,  

and would be r ecor ded .

I n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 6 6 ,  P a t t e n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u t i f u l  

a b o u t  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  f l a x - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  goi ng 

on a r o u n d  h i s  B e d f o r d  f a r m .  Th r oughou t  Januar y ,  Pat t en 

p e r f o r m e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  normal  w i n t e r  t asks  around t he f a r m:  

he s a l t e d  bee f ,  s l a u gh t e r e d  two hogs,  b r ought  in some l oads 

o f  h a y ,  and r e p a i r e d  Hi s  s l e d . 8 I n  F e b r u a r y ,  however , 

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  ma k i n g  l i n e n  b e g a n .  On F e b r u a r y  4,  

A l e x a n d e r  Or r  came t o  b r ak e  and swi ng l e  f l a x  at  P a t t e n ' s  

B e d f o r d  f a r m .  He was a s s i s t e d  by one Char l es  Black and 

p o s s i b l y  by members  o f  t h e  P a t t e n  f a m i l y .  In two days,  

t h e y  l e f t  M a t t h e w  P a t t e n  w i t h  one h u n d r e d  po u n d s  o f  

f l a x . 8

On F e b r u a r y  19,  n e i g h b o r  Hi t t y  C u r r i e r  came to the 

P a t t e n  f a r m  t o  s p i n .  I t  i s  n o t  known how many days she 

s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  P a t t e n s  or  even i f  she was s p i n n i n g  f l a x .  

H o we v e r ,  on Ma r c h  3,  P a t t e n  t o o k  some " l i n e n  Yearn"  to 

weaver David Mc C l ea r y . ^ 8
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M c C l e a r y  mus t  hav e  been a f a s t  wo r k e r ,  f o r  j u s t  two 

weeks  l a t e r ,  on t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h ,  Pa t t en  r e t u r n e d  to the 

w e a v e r ' s  house to f i n d  30 3/4 yar ds  of  l i n e n  c l o t h .  I t  was 

a s i m p l e  m a t t e r  t o  pay McCleary f o r  h i s  l a b o r ;  t he  weaver  

s i mpl y  kep t  s i x  ya r ds  o f  t he c l o t h . ^

P a t t e n  made no ment i on of  pu r chas i ng  f l a x s e e d  in 1766,  

so he mu s t  have  had a s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  l e f t  over  f rom

h i s  t h r e s h i n g  o f  t he year  b e f o r e .  He a l so  made no ment i on

o f  p l o w i n g  h i s  f l a x  ground in 1766,  but  he d i d  ment i on t h a t

on A p r i l  30 ,  he " s o we d  2 b u s h e l l  o f  F l ax  seed above t he 

Bar n . . . . 11

On May 17 ,  Sa r a h  C u r r i e r  came to P a t t e n ' s  house to 

spend t h r e e  days s p i n n i n g .  She would r epea t  t h i s  act  again 

i n  mid s ummer ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  not  known what  i t  was t n a t  

she was s p i n n i n g .  I t  may have been f l a x ,  as t he C u r r i e r  

f a m i l y  a p p e a r s  t h r o u g h o u t  the Pat ten d i a r y  i n f l a x - r e l a t e d  

t a s k s .  A l s o ,  P a t t e n  u s u a l l y  s p e c i f i e s  when someone comes 

t o  wo r k  a t  t he  " Gr ea t  Wheel "  to sp i n  woo l .  However ,  Sarah 

C u r r i e r  may have a l so  spun wool  f o r  P a t t e n ,  f o r  two months 

a f t e r  her  summer v i s i t ,  Pat t en took woolen yarn to a weaver  

i n D e r r y f i e l d . ^

By mi d J u l y ,  i t  was t i m e  to p u l l  t he f l a x .  On Ju l y

14,  15,  and 16 ,  Sarah C u r r i e r  r e t u r n e d  to he l p members of  

t h e  P a t t e n  f a m i l y  p u l l  f l a x .  On t he l a s t  day,  some of  t he 

f l a x  was p l a c e d  in w a t e r ,  presumabl y  a f t e r  be i ng t h r eshe d .  

T h i s  was e a r l y  i n  t he  year  f o r  a wa t e r  r o t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  

The r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  p u l l e d  f l a x  ws p r obab l y  l e f t  to dr y
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and t h e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t he barn .  The w a t e r - r o t t e d  f l a x  was 

c o l l e c t e d  on A u g u s t  9,  b u t  no f u r t h e r  ment i on o f  f l a x  or  

l i n e n  a p p e a r s  i n t he d i a r y  u n t i l  September  13, when Pat t en 

w e n t  t o  L o n d o n d e r r y  and p u r c h a s e d  a l i n e n  wheel  f o r  h i s  

mo t h e r - i  n - 1 a w . ^

The e v e r  p r e s e n t  Sarah C u r r i e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t he  Pat t en 

f a r m  on S e p t e m b e r  18 ,  and f o r  t he  next  t h r e e  days helped 

members  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t h r e s h  f l a x  and spread t he f l a x  to 

f i e l d  r o t .  Whi l e  t he  f l a x  r o t t e d  i n t he f i e l d s ,  t he Pat ten 

h o u s e h o l d  t u r n e d  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  f a b r i c .  Between September 

15 and O c t o b e r  3,  Ann and Margaret  Wal l ace were u s u s a l l y  

l i v i n g  w i t h  t he  Pa t t ens  and s p i n n i n g  wool .

On O c t o b e r  13 and 14, a p p r o x i ma t e l y  f o u r  weeks a f t e r  

s p r e a d i n g  t h e  f l a x ,  Ma t t h e w Pat t en charged h i s  sons w i t h  

t h e  d i s a g r e e a b l e  t a s k  of  g a t h e r i n g  the r o t t e d  f l a x .  Thi s  

i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  f l a x  o r  l i n e n  i s  ment i oned in P a t t e n ' s  

d i a r y  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1756. The r o t t e d  f l a x  f rom t he f i e l d s  

was u n d o u b t e d l y  d r i e d  and s t o r e d  i n t he bar n .  Here,  i t  

w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  A l e x a n d e r  O r r ,  who al ong w i t h  

J o n a t h a n  C u r r i e r ,  b r o k e  and s w i n g l e d  f l a x  f o r  Mat thew 

Pat ten on Febr uar y  12 , 17 67 . ^®

R e v e a l i n g  as t h e  P a t t e n  d i a r y  may be,  i t  does not  

r e a l l y  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  p e c u l i a r l y  

S c o t c h - I r i  sh a b o u t  t h e  l i n e n  t r a d e  in e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New Hampsh i r e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  Pat t en was S c o t c h - I r i s h  and 

t h o s e  me n t i o n e d  i n h i s  d i a r y  as being assoc i a t ed  w i t h  f l a x  

and l i n e n  wer e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  as w e l l .  Hence i t  i s t empt i ng
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t o  t h i n k  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  l i n e n  t r a d e  as b e i n g  t he 

v i r t u a l  m o n o p o l y  o f  a g r o u p  o f  emi g r an t s  f rom U l s t e r ,  a 

r ecogn i zed European l i n e n  c e n t e r .

Wh e r e a s  U l s t e r  was known f o r  i t s  f i n e  l i n e n  i n the 

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  England was a f a i l u r e  at  e i t h e r  growi ng 

f l a x  o r  p r o d u c i n g  l i n e n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  v a r i o u s  schemes,  

i n c l u d i n g  e f f o r t s  to f o r c e  women and poor  c h i l d r e n  to sp i n 

f l a x  f o r  me a g e r  p a y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o u l d  n e v e r  seem to 

produce enough l i n e n  to meet domest i c  demand.*^

I r e l a n d ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  U l s t e r ,  was a very  d i f f e r e n t  

s t o r y .  S k i l l e d  f l a x  and l i n e n  workers  had come t o  U l s t e r  

f r o m H o l l a n d  and France i n the sevent eent h  c e n t u r y .  Th e i r  

e x p e r t i s e ,  c o mb i n e d  w i t h  I r e l a n d ' s  e x c l u s i o n  f rom o t h e r  

m a r k e t s ,  made t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l i n e n  both f e a s i b l e  and 

n e c e s s a r y .  E n g l i s h  o f f i c i a l s  even went  along w i t h  I r i s h  

l i n e n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  always e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  

Sa i d  one o f f i c i a l ,  :he l i n e n  i n d u s t r y  should be a l l owed to 

p r o s p e r  i n  I r e l a n d  " . . . s i n c e  i t  can be of  no p r e j u d i c e  to 

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and . . . i s  i n a manner a l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t  to 

I r e l a n d  and o u g h t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  be encouraged as much as 

p o s s i b l e . " * ®  By 1 7 0 2 , I r e l a n d  was e x p o r t i  ng t 5 , 0 0 0  of  

l i n e n  a n n u a l l y  t o  E n g l i s h  and E u r o p e a n  mar ke t s ,  and in 

17 11 ,  a l i n e n  b o a r d  was s e t  up i n  I r e l a n d  to help the 

c o u n t r y  i m p o r t  mor e  f l a x s e e d .  I n  t h e  years  be f or e  the 

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  I r i s h  l i n e n s  we r e  among the most 

p r i z e d  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  He n c e ,  i t  would seem l o g i c a l  t h a t  

p e o p l e  who came f r o m U l s t e r  would be masters of  the l i n e n
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t r a d e - - c e r t a i n l y  mor e m a s t e r f u l  t h a n  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  

ne i ghbor s .

H o w e v e r ,  U l s t e r  was n o t  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  l i n e n ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The 

m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  l i n e n  i s  a c e n t u r i e s - o l d  t r a d i t i o n .  

U l s t e r ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i n e n  market  came 

p a r t l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  Du t c h  and Fr ench

H u g u e n o t s .  Y e t  many Dutch,  French Huguenots,  and v a r i o u s

Ge r ma n  g r o u p s  s k i l l e d  i n  " g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  f l a x "  and 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i n e  l i n e n s  we r e  coming t o Amer i ca at  the 

same t i me  t h e i r  f e l l o w  count rymen were m i g r a t i n g  to U l s t e r .  

These g r o u p s  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s k i l l s  t o the mi dd l e  c o l o n i e s

l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  " w a v e s "  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  came t o  Amer i ca.

I t  s h o u l d  a l so be remembered t h a t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  m i g r a t i o n  to 

New E n g l a n d  came e a r l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  we l l  

b e f o r e  t he  I r i s h  l i n e n  t r a de  reached i t s  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

p e a k .  I t  was i n  t h e  y e a r s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Amer ican 

R e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  masses of  l i n e n  workers  f l e d  I r e l a n d ,  and
o n

very few o f  t hese wound up in New Hampshi re.

The  S c o t c h - I r i s h  who s e t t l e d  i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  

V i r g i n i a ,  and t h e  C a r o l i n a s  were not  known f o r  p r oduc i ng  

l i n e n  on a c o mme r c i a l  b a s i s .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  in 1695,  a

g r o u p  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  in Maryland were r e p o r t ed  to " c l o t h e

t h e m s e l v e s  by t h e i r  l i n e n  and woo l l en  m a n u f a c t u r e s . . . . "  

w h i l e  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i v i n g  i n V i r g i n i a  as

e a r l y  as t h e  1 6 7 0 ' s  we r e  known to make l i n e n  and woolen

c l o t h .  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  no m e n t i o n  o f  a l i n e n  t r a d s . ^
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I n s t e a d ,  f l a x  was grown in t he mi dd l e  c o l o n i e s  f o r  i t s  seed 

a l o n e .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  

f l a x s e e d  was our  major  e x p o r t  to I r e l a n d .  Fl axseed f l e e t s  

wo u l d  p i c k  up t he f l a x s e e d  i n  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  on 

t h e i r  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o Amer i ca,  t he f l e e t  would b r i n g  I r i s h  

l i n e n  and i m m i g r a n t s . ^

Not  o n l y  d i d  the l i n e n  t r a d e  precede the S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c o l o n i e s ,  i t  preceded them in New England as 

w e l l .  E a r l y  i n 1640.  Co n ne c t i c u t  went  so f a r  as to pass a 

l a w  r e q u i r i n g  c i t i z e n s  t o  p l a n t  " h e m p , "  a t e r m  t h a t  

p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e d  f l a x  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h a t  same y e a r ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay a u t h o r i t i e s  passed an act  to encourage 

t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  l i n e n ,  c o t t e n ,  and woo l .  They l a t e r  

p r o v i d e d  a bount y  f o r  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  t h i s  c l o t h ,  but  had to 

r e p e a l  i t  f o r  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .  I n  1 6 4 1 ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  in 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay passed a law encour ag i ng  people to ga t her  

w i l d  hemp and f l a x  and make i t  i n t o  c l o t h .  The l a s t  two 

l aws  came o u t  o f  New E n g l a n d ' s  economic t r o u b l e s  i n the 

1 6 4 0 ' s ,  t r o u b l e s  m e n t i o n e d  by John W i n t h r o p  i n  h i s  

J o u r n a l  : " T h e s e  s t r a i t s  se t  our  people on work to p r o v i d e

f i s h ,  c l a p b o a r d s ,  p l a n k ,  e t c ,  and t o  sow hemp and f l a x  

( w h i c h  p r o s p e r e d  v e r y  w e l l  and t o  l o o k  out  to the West 

I nd i es  f o r  a t r a d e  f o r  c o t t o n .  ) " ^

F l a x  was a p p a r e n t l y  being grown in New Hampshi re l a t e r  

i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  1 6 9 8 ,  when t he Ear l  of  

B e l l o m o n t  h e a r d  t h a t  f l a x  grew we l l  i n New Hampshi re,  he 

s u g g e s t e d  : he  p r a c t i c e  be d i s c o u r a g e d .  S i n c e  l i n e n
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m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  l a b o r -  s c a r c e  New 

H a m p s h i r e  w o u l d  do w e l l  t o  i m p o r t  i t s  l i n e n  f r o m  

I r e l  and

T h e r e  i s  o t h e r  ev i dence t o  suggest  t h a t  f l a x  was grown 

and l i n e n  made i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and New Hampshi re be f o r e  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  In 1676,  t he e s t a t e  o f  

John F a r r i n g t o n  o f  Dedham l i s t e d  "Two woolen whee l s :  Two 

l y n e n  w h e e l s , "  w h i l e  the 1683 i n v e n t o r y  o f  Dedham's Capt a i n  

D a n i e l  F i s h e r ,  Es q .  l i s t e d  t h r e e  l i n e n  w h e e l s .  New 

H a m p s h i r e  p r o b a t e  r ecor ds  in t he e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

l i s t  l i n e n  w h e e l s ;  P o r t s m o u t h ' s  A a r o n  Moses l e f t  "one 

S p i n i n g  wh e e l  and l i n i n g  w h e e l "  i n  h i s  e s t a t e  i n 1714.  

Even Samuel  S e w a l l  r e p o r t e d  in 1716 about  Madam St oddar d ,  

" wh o  i s  l a m e  o f  t h e  S c i a t i c a ,  and y e t  s p i n s  a t  t h e  

L i nen- wheel  .

Once t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  i n New Engl and,  

t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e y  h e l d  any s o r t  o f  

m o n o p o l y  o f  New E n g l a n d ' s  o r  even New Hampshi r e ' s  l i n e n  

t r a d e .  A u t h o r i t i e s  i n Rhode I s l a n d  passed an ac t  i n 1751 

t o  e n c o u r a g e  r a i s i n g  f l a x  and w o o l ,  w h i l e  in 1753,  the 

C o n n e c t i c u t  A s s e mb l y  gave two e n t r e p r e n e u r s  pe r mi s s i o n  to 

b u i l d  a " w a t e r - m a c h i n e "  f o r  d r e s s i n g  f l a x .  Meanwhi l e ,  

l i n e n  w h e e l s  c o n t i n u e  t o  a p p e a r  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

i n v e n t o r i e s . ^

I n  1 7 4 8 ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o r e l i e v e  pauper i sm in Boston,  

a l i n e n  " m a n u f a c t o r y "  was f o u n d e d  by t h e  newl y  formed 

U n i t e d  S o c i e t y  f o r  Manuf ac t ur es  and I m p o r t a t i o n .  Modeled
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a f t e r  s i m i l a r  e f f o r t s  i n  E n g l a n d  and I r e l a n d ,  Bos t o n ' s  

l i n e n  f a c t o r y  w o u l d  be a w o r k s h o p  f o r  t he c i t y ' s  poor .  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  o f f i c i a l s  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  we r e  a p p a r e n t l y  

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t he Un i t ed  S o c i e t y ' s  p l a n ,  t he  town of  

L o n d o n d e r r y  appo i n t ed  two men to be i n s p e c t o r s  and s e a l e r s
07

of  t h e i r  l i n e n .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  Boston and i t s  poor ,  t he f a c t o r y  d i d

n o t  do w e l l .  I n  1753 p r o m o t e r s  of  t he plan o r gan i zed  a

p u b l i c  s p i n n i n g  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  on Bo s t o n  Common. Three 

h u n d r e d  s p i n n e r s  s a t  i n t h r ee  neat  rows s t r e t c h i n g  across 

t h e  Common.  Thousands of  s p e c t a t o r s  c u r i o u s l y  watched the

s p i n n e r s ,  some of  whom were c h i l d r e n  seven and e i g h t  yea r s

o l d .  There  were a number of  s p i n n i n g  schoo l s  i n t he Boston 

a r e a  at  t h i s  t i m e  as w e l l .  I n  1754 t h e  Boston Gazet t e  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a s p i n n i n g  school  i n Char l es t own was t r y i n g
O Q

to h i r e  two weavers .  °

I n  t h e  e n d ,  however ,  Bos t on ' s  m i d - c e n t u r y  p l unge i n t o  

t h e  l i n e n  t r a d e ,  o r  at  l e a s t  t he  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  end o f  i t ,  

f a i l e d  m i s e r a b l y .  Gar y  Nash has  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  urban 

d w e l l e r s  we r e  n o t  adept  at  r u r a l  s k i l l s  l i k e  s p i n n i n g  and 

w e a v i n g .  He c i t e s  as ev i dence t he l ack  of  s p i n n i n g  wheels 

and looms i n Boston i n v e n t o r i e s . ^

The l a c k  o f  l ooms  i n  B o s t o n  i n v e n t o r i e s  i s  easy to 

u n d e r s t a n d ;  ma k i n g  and p u t t i n g  a l oom t o g e t h e r  i n t he 

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was a major  u n d e r t a k i n g .  Mat thew Pat t en 

g i v e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s .  Fr om Fe b r u a r y  2, 1767,  when be
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" b r o t  home the S t u f f  f o r  t he Loom," u n t i l  October  29, 1769,  

P a t t e n  w o r k e d  on the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  one loom. And Pat ten 

was a s k i l l e d  c a r p e n t e r . 30

I n s p i t e  o f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  New Engl and ' s  

l i n e n  t r a d e  had a d i s t i n c t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f l a v o r .  Not on l y  

d i d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  have more s k i l l  at  making l i n e n  than 

t h e i r  E n g l i s h  n e i g h b o r s ,  but  t hey  gave t he  manuf ac t ur e  of  

l i n e n  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  as w e l l .  F l a x  and l i n e n  were 

c e n t r a l  t o  t he  economy of  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  househol d.

The E n g l i s h  i n  B o s t o n  wer e i mmed i a t e l y  i n t r i g u e d  by 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s p i n n i n g  s k i l l s .  When the S c o t c h - I r i s h  f i r s t  

l a n d e d  i n  Boston i n 1718,  t hey  i n i t i a t e d  a b r i e f  " s p i n n i n g  

c r a z e . "  Some S c o t c h - I r i s h  " s p i n s t e r s "  t r e a t e d  Boston to a 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  t he f o o t - o p e r a t e d  l i n e n  wheel .  Ear l y  t he 

n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e  Bos t o n  News - Le t t e r  r e f e r r e d  to the sa l e  of  

" N e w - f a s h i o n  l i n e n  w h e e l s . "  By 1720,  t h e r e  was t a l k  at  

B o s t o n  t own  m e e t i n g  o f  s t a r t i n g  a s p i n n i n g  s c h o o l  in 

t own .31

I n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  N e w - H a m p s h i r e , J e r e m y  B e l k n a p  

n o t e d  t h a t  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  " b r o u g h t  w i t h  them t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t he manuf ac t ur e  o f  l i n e n ;  and t h e i r  

s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s ,  t u r ned by the f o o t ,  were a n o v e l t y  in the 

c o u n t r y . "  He went  on to say t h a t  f l a x s e e d  was "produced in 

l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s "  among t he S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and some was used 

t o  ma k e  l i n s e e d  o i l .  F i n a l l y ,  he w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o wn s  " a t t e n d  l a r g e l y  to the manuf ac t ur e of
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l i n e n  c l o t h  and t h r e a d ,  and make g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  f o r  

sale . " 32

B e l k n a p ' s  r e m a r k s  a r e  b a c k e d  by a number of  o t h e r  

s o u r c e s .  One Char l es  Blechyden wro t e  to the Board of  Trade 

f r o m  Sa l em i n  1720 t h a t  New E n g l a n d  people made o n l y  a 

c o a r s e  homespun c l o t h  o f  l i n e n  and c o t t o n  t h r e a d ,  " t ho  wee 

have  l a t e l y  Some h u n d r e d s  of  I r i s h  Fami l ys  Set l ed  at  t he 

E a s t w a r d  w h i c h  make as good L i n n e n s  and D i a p e r  as i n 

I r e l a n d  i t s e l f . " 33

G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r  r e p o r t e d  i n  1731 t h a t  i n  New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  " t h e  manuf ac t u r e  o f  f l a x  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  k i nds  of  

l i n e n  was d a i l y  i nc reased by a g r ea t  r e s o r t  of  people f rom 

I r e l a n d  w e l l  s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  l i n e n  m a n u f a c t u r e . " 3^ The 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  in Londonder ry  were a l so  s i n g l e d  out  when t he 

s u r v e y o r  g e n e r a l  of  customs i n f ormed t he  Board of  Trade in 

1 7 3 6 t h a t  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  " e mp l o y  t hemsel ves  in making 

c o a r s e  l i n e n "  d u r i n g  t he  w i n t e r  months.  He a l so  observed 

t h a t  f i n e  l i n e n  had been made "by way of  exper i ment  o n l y , "  

b u t  t h a t  i t  was mor e e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  i m p o r t e d  l i n e n .  

L o n d o n d e r r y  l i n e n  was e i t h e r  made f o r  home use or  used to 

" b a r t e r  f o r  B r i t i s h  c o m m o d i t i e s . " 33 T h a t  same y e a r ,  

G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r  r e p o r t e d  to t he Board of  Trade t h a t  t he 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  o f  Londonder r y  "make s h i r t i n g  l i nn e n  wor t h  5 

s h i l l i n g s  s t e r l i n g  a y a r d ,  and t h i s  may serve in answer to 

wha t  t h e i r  Lo r dsh i ps  ask about  I r i s h  peop l e ,  s k i l l ' d  i n t he 

l i n n e n  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  c o mi n g  t o  i n s t r u c t  the New England 

p e o p l e  t h e r e i n . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B e l c h e r  t h e r e  were two
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r e a s o n s  l i t t l e  l i n e n  was made i n  Massachuset t s :  f l a x s e e d  

was a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  to p r o c u r e ,  and t he r e  were ver y  few 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e - - " i  ndeed t he people of  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  seem t o  ha v e  an a v e r s i o n  t o  t  h e m . . . . " ^  I n  

B e n n e t t ' s  1740 " H i s t o r y  o f  New E n g l a n d , "  t h e  a u t h o r  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Lon do nd e r r y ' s  Scotch I r i s h  "make p r e t t y  good 

l i n e n  c l o t h ,  and c h e a p ,  w h i c h  s e r v e s  some f o l k s  f o r  

o r d i n a r y  u s e s . " ^ 7 Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  James B i r k e t  l auded 

t h e  " E x c e e d i n g  good f l a x  o f  w h i c h  t h e  I r i s h  S e t t l e d  at  

London d e r r y  M a k e . . . . "  He went  on to note t h a t  "Some of  

t h e  C l o t h  I see which was cho i se  good S h i r t i n g  L i nnen and I 

am i n f o r m e d  t h i s  l i t t l e  town i nc r e ase s  ver y  much. "^® In 

17 6 5 , R o b e r t  R o g e r s ,  h i m s e l f  a S c o t c h - I  r i  shman f r om New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  n o t e d  i n  h i s  Concise Account  o f  Nor th Amer i ca 

t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y  " i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  

l i n n e n . "  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  F r e n c h  

v i c e - c o n s u l  i n  Po r t s mo u t h  r e p o r t e d  t o o f f i c i a l s  i n France 

t h a t  L o n d o n d e r r y  was an I r i s h  c o l o n y ,  and t h a t  t he  I r i s h  

had  b r o u g h t  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  f r o m  I r e l a n d  t o  

Ameri  c a . ^

N i n e t e e  n t  h - c e n t u r y  town h i s t o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose 

o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o w n s ,  no t e  t h a t  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  made a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  hi gh q u a l i t y  l i n e n .  The town h i s t o r y  of  the 

h e a v i l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  town of  An t r i m says t h a t  t h e r e  was a 

s p i n n i n g  wh e e l  i n  e v e r y  house,  and t h a t  women so l d  l i n e n  

c l o t h  in the town of  New Boston.  Storeowner  Caleb St ar k  of  

D u n b a r t o n ,  a n o t h e r  h e a v i l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  town,  c l a i med in
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t h e  D u n b a r t o n  town h i s t o r y  t h a t  he took in 20,000 yar ds  of

l i n e n  c l o t h  one y e a r .  In Acwor t h ,  New Hampshi re,  t he  town

h i s t o r i a n  says  sore f a m i l i e s  so l d  $100 of  l i n e n  and woolen

c l o t h  each y e a r .  The town h i s t o r y  o f  Weare,  New Hampshi re,

c l a i m s  t h a t  women would bl each l i n e n  at  home by d r ap i n g  the

' l i n e n  o v e r  b u s h e s  o r  s p r e a d i n g  i t  on t he ground.  Thi s

h i s t o r i a n  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  a man c o u l d  s w i n g l e  f o r t y

pounds of  f l a x  d a i l y . 4®

Women we r e  a ma j or  p a r t  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i n e n  making.

B o r r o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e ,  a New B o s t o n  t o wn  h i s t o r i a n

d e s c r i be d  "What t he  Wives D i d . " 4 *

She s e e k e t h  wo o l  and f l a x  and worketh w i l l i n g l y  w i t h  
her  hands;

She l a y e t h  her  hand to t he s p i n d l e ,  and her  hands hold 
t he  d i s t a f f ;

She maketh f i n e  l i n e n  and s e l l e t h  i t ;

And o f  t he f l a x ,  t hey  make l i n e n ,  yea the f i n e  l i n e n  of
E g y p t  d i d  t h e y  ma k e ,  and l a i d  i t  upon t h e  lawn to
b l each and to w h i t e n ,

And w a t e r e d  i t  w i t h  a w a t e r i n g - p o t ,  at  t he r i s i n g  of
t h e  sun and a t  t h e  g o i n g  down o f  t h e  same,  and at
noon- day ,  u n t i l  i t  was l i k e  the snow f o r  wh i t e n e s s .

Now t h e y  b e e t l e d  i t  upon a r o c k ,  even t he rock t h a t  
s t a n d s  u n t o  t h i s  day ,  at  t he t h r e s h o l d  o f  t he door  of  
t h e  h o u s e  o f  P e g g y ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  John,  d i d t hey 
b e e t l e  i t ;

And f o l d e d  i t  i n  f o l d s ,  and took i t  t o t ne  F a i r ,  even 
t h e  " D e r r y  F a i r , " a n d  so l d  i t  t o t he merchantmen o f  the 
c i t y  f o r  sheke l s  of  gol d and shekel s  of  s i l v e r .

I n  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l

p r o p r i e t o r s  was a weaver  and d e a l e r  i n l i n e n  c l o t h .  James

Mo o r e ,  whos e  e s t a t e  i n  1749 was e v a l u a t e d  at  fc.3 , 570,
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a p p a r e n t l y  t r a d e d  l i n e n  c l o t h  i n  t h e  L o n d o n d e r r y  and 

Wi ndham a r e a ,  a l t h o u g h  no d e t a i l ' s  are known,,4  ̂ More is 

known a b o u t  Joh n  and James P i n k e r t o n ,  two S c o t c h - I r i s h  

i m m i g r a n t s  who o p e n e d  up t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r e s  in 

L o n d o n d e r r y  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P r i o r  t o openi ng up the t own ' s  

f i r s t  s t o r e  i n  1 7 50 , John P i n k e r t o n  t r a v e l e d  around New 

E n g l a n d  c a r r y i n g  L o n d o n d e r r y  t h r e a d  and c l o t h  i n  a 

b a c k p a c k .  B u s i n e s s  mus t  have been good.  The t own ' s  two 

l e a d i n g  merchants  l a t e r  became t he  p r i n c i p a l  b e n e f a c t o r s  of  

the academy b e a r i n g  t h e i r  name.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w h i l e  p r i m a r y  and secondary  sources 

a g r e e  t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  were adept  at  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  and 

d i s t r i b u t i n g  l i n e n  c l o t c h  on at  l e a s t  a l i m i t e d  commercial  

b a s i s ,  ver y  l i t t l e  o f  t h i s  t r ade  had been documented.  Some 

s c a t t e r e d  b i t s  o f  e v i d e n c e  suggest  t he  i mpor t ance of  the 

t r a d e ,  a l t h o u g h  t he p i c t u r e  i s  i n c o mp l e t e .  Town o f f i c i a l s  

i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  f o r  i n s t a n c e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t ook s teps  to 

p r o t e c t  and r e g u l a t e  t he t own ' s  l i n e n  t r a d e .  In t he March 

t own me e t i ng  o f  1728 , i t  was agreed t h e r e  would be a s e a l e r  

o f  w e i g h t s ,  m e a s u r e s ,  l e a t h e r ,  and " a l l  s o r t s  of  Good 

s u f f i c i e n t  l i n e n  C l o t h  t h a t  are made i n t h i s  town f o r  t h i s  

E n s h e w i n g  y e a r . "  James A l e x a n d e r ,  a c o r dwa i ne r  by t r a de  

and t h e  t own  p r o p r i e t o r  who had been e n t r u s t e d  to keep the 

t o w n  c h a r t e r ,  wa s  e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  new p o s t . 44 

A l e x a n d e r  d i e d  two years  l a t e r ,  and i t  i s  not  known i f  the 

p o s i t i o n  was p a s s e d  on t o  someone e l s e  o r  n o t .  Town 

a u t h o r i t i e s  d i d  seek  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,
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h o w e v e r .  I n  1731,  the house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  noted t h a t  

" t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  f r a u d s  and d e c e i p t  p r a c t i s e d  by p ' sons 

t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h i s  Pr ov i nce  by s e l l i n g  of  Fo r e i gn  L i n ens ,  

u n d e r  p r e t e n c e  t h e y  we r e  made a t  L o n d o n d e r r y  i n  t h i s  

P r o v i n c e ,  whi ch tends t o  the Damage of  t hose who r e a l y  make 

and s e l l  t he Li nen i n Londonder y . . . . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  t he house 

. a u t h o r i z e d  the town to e l e c t  a s ea l e r  and make a seal  " w i t h  

t h e  name o f  t h e  Town engraved on i t . " 45 Not h i ng more i s 

heard about  l i n e n  seal s  f o r  severa l  y ea r s .

When news reached Londonder ry  i n 1748 t h a t  Boston was 

t r y i n g  t o  s t a r t  up a l i n e n  " m a n u f a c t o r y , "  town o f f i c i a l s  

a g a i n  v o t e d  t o  a p p o i n t  a person to i n s p e c t  and seal  l i n e n  

c l o t h .  L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  t he y  voted to purchase sea l s  f o r  

L o n d o n d e r r y  l i n e n  w h i c h  wo u l d  r ead ,  "Londonder r y  i n New 

h a m p s h i r e . "  John Mc Mu r p h y ,  E s q . ,  and John Wal l ace were 

e l e c t e d  to i ns p ec t  each p i ece of  l i n e n  c l o t h ,  and i f  i t  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  be made in Londonder r y ,  to stamp each end of  

t h e  c l o t h  and g i ve the owner a c e r t i f i c a t e .  Rober t  Boyes,  

E s q . ,  was l a t e r  e l e c t ed  to be one of  t he l i n e n  i n s p e c t o r s .  

M c M u r p h y ,  W a l l a c e ,  and Boyes  we r e  t h r e e  o f  t h e  mos t  

i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e s  in town.  A l l  t h r ee  served severa l  terms 

as s e l e c t m e n ,  and a l l  t h r ee  had r epr esen t ed  Londonder ry  in 

t h e  ge ne r a l  c o u r t .  Obv i ous l y  the i n s p e c t i o n  and s e a l i n g  of  

l i n e n  c l o t h  was s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y  at  

mi d - c e n t u r y . 45

One o b v i o u s  f a c t o r  b e h i n d  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  

L o n d o n d e r r y  l i n e n ,  when c o mp a r e d  t o  o t h e r  New England
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homespun ,  was the presence o f  s k i l l e d  S c o t c h - I r i s h  weavers.  

T h e r e  i s  a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a w e a v e r  by t he name of  John 

Mo n t go mer y  mi g r a t ed  f rom U l s t e r  t o  Londonder ry  i n 1747.  He 

l a t e r  moved t o  A n d o v e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and d u r i n g  the 

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  wove f i n e  l i n e n  f o r  George Washington 

and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  Congress rewarded him w i t h  a payment 

o f  fc 4 0 and a d i a mon d  r i n g . ^  Whi l e o r d i n a r y ,  u t i l i t a r i a n  

l i n e n  c l o t h  mi ght  be woven by men or  women, even among the 

S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  t h e  f i n e s t  l i n e n  c l o t h  was made by 

h i g h l y - s k i l l e d  ma l e  a r t i s a n s .  T h i s  wo u l d  seem t o  be 

c o n f i r m e d  i n Mat thew P a t t e n ' s  d i a r y .  He took t h r e a d ,  both 

woo l  and l i n e n ,  t o  w e a v e r s  o f  both sexes,  but  used male 

weavers f o r  t he best  l i n e n  c l o t h .

Un f  o r t u n a t e 1y , a l most  n o t h i n g  i s  known of  t hese e a r l y  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  w e a v e r s .  P r o b a t e  r ecor ds  g i ve a few h i n t s ,  

a l t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  v e r y  c o n c l u s i v e .  Some who s t y l e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  " w e a v e r s "  seem t o  have used r a t h e r  o r d i n a r y  

e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  i nv es t ed  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  c a p i t a l  in 

t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  Weav e r  John C a s w e l l  o f  Ches t e r ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  l e f t  an e s t a t e  of  1 150 0 , y e t  h i s  i n v e n t o r y  l i s t s  

"Loome t a c k l i n g  & a Hand Saw" appr a i sed  at  on l y  L8.  In a 

1755 i n v e n t o r y ,  Chester  weaver  A r c h i b a l d  Dunlap l e f t  "Loom 

& t a c k l i n g "  wor t h  t  12,  w h i l e  h i s  n e i g h b o r ,  weaver  W i l l i a m  

O t t e r s o n ,  l e f t  a l oom a p p r a i s e d  a t  t  25 i n  1 7 6 0 .  By 

c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  bed and b e d d i n g  i n  one o f  O t t e r  s on ' s  

b e d r o o m s  was  a p p r a i s e d  a t  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h i s  f i g u r e .  

D e r r y f i e l d ' s  Abraham Mc N e i l ' s  1757 i n v e n t o r y  l i s t s  loom and
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t a c k l i n g  w o r t h  t  30 a l o n g  w i t h  t  20 wor t h  o f  y a r n .  Two 

L o n d o n d e r r y  w e a v e r s  do appear  t o  have had more expens i ve  

l ooms  than found i n o t h e r  e s t a t e s .  In 1760,  Wi l l i a m Mack' s 

e s t a t e  c o n t a i n e d  a loom wor t h  t  51 7s.  and fc 100 wor t h  o f  

l i n e n  y a r n .  T h a t  same y e a r ,  James O t t e r s o n ' s  i n v e n t o r y  

l i s t e d  t wo l o o ms  a p p r a i s e d  at  L98 1 9 s . 48 In s h o r t ,  even 

among t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  t he d e s i g n a t i o n  "weaver "  p r oba b l y  

c o v e r e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l  and o p e r a t i o n a l  

l e v e l s .

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  v i r t u a l l y  no d o c u me n t a t i o n  about  t he 

a c t u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i n e n .  M a t t h e w  P a t t e n ' s  d i a r y

r e v e a l s  a t h r i v i n g  l o c a l  economy whereby f l a x s e e d ,  l i n e n  

t h r e a d ,  and l i n e n  c l o t h  were a c t i v e l y  t r aded  in towns a l ong 

t h e  Me r r i ma c k .  Pat t en was f r e q u e n t l y  pa i d  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  

i n  f l a x  o r  l i n e n ,  such as the t i me a l o c a l  weaver  gave him 

c l o t h  when Pat t en pr epared a deed f o r  him in 1 7 68 . 49

Some S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i n e n  was s o l d  i n  l o c a l  s t o r e s .  

W h i l e  t h e r e  are no good accounts o f  the s t o r e s  run by John 

and James P i n k e r t o n ,  i t  i s known t h a t  one David Bur ns i de  

owned a s t o r e  i n Londonder r y .  In t he 1757 i n v e n t o r y  o f  h i s

e s t a t e ,  e i g h t y - f i v e  yar ds  of  l i n e n  c l o t h ,  va l ued at 4 236

we r e  l i s t e d .  C h e s t e r  t r a d e r  John  A i k e n  d i e d  in 17 50,  

l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  t w e n t y - n i n e  ya r ds  of  l i n e n  c l o t h  val ued at  

fc58,  p l u s  an a d d i t i o n a l  t e n  y a r d s  o f  "homeade c l o t h . " 50 

I t  was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  f o r  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  t o  use

d r e s s e d  f l a x  t o  pay  t h e i r  p r o v i n c e  t a x .  Between 1737 and

1 7 4 2 ,  i t  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  as  l e g a l  t e n d e r . 51
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i n e n  was a l so  wor t h  s t e a l i n g .  

Ma t t h e w  P a t t e n  a t t e n d e d  a c o u r t  case in 17 5 7 where a man 

was a c c u s e d  o f  s t e a l i n g  f i f t e e n  y a r d s - o f  l i n e n  c l o t h  f rom 

one James Moor of  Mer r i mack .  A few years  l a t e r ,  Pat t en was 

o u t  mo wi n g  one o f  h i s  f i e l d s  when h i s  l u n c h ,  a pewt er

b a s i n ,  and "a checked l i n ne n  h a n d k i r c h i e f " were s t o l e n  f rom

5 ?h i  in. On a mo r e  p o s i t i v e  n o t e ,  i n  1 7 3 6 ,  P a t t e n ' s

f a t h e r - i n - l a w  John Mc Mu r p h y ,  on b e h a l f  of  Londonder r y ,  

p r e s e n t e d  Governor  Be l cher  w i t h  a p i ece o f  f i n e  l i n e n  c l o t h  

wor th -L 6 10s . 53

Me a g e r  e x i s t i n g  r ecor ds  suggest  t h a t  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  

made a s u f f i c i e n t  amount o f  v a r i o u s  grades of  l i n e n  c l o t h  

t o  s a t i s f y  l o c a l  demand. Both Eng l i sh  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  in 

c e n t r a l  New H a m p s h i r e  were p a r t  o f  the Boston h i n t e r l a n d ,  

and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t h a t  of  Newburypor t .  I n d i v i d u a l s  

l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  m i g h t  never  shop in Boston,  but  t hey  

w o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  l o c a l  s t o r e s ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  

r e c e i v e d  goods  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  f rom Boston.  Some 

wo u l d  shop at  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c en t e r s  l i k e  Concord or  at  the 

s h i r e  t o wn  o f  A m h e r s t .  A member of  t he l o c a l  e l i t e  l i k e  

Ma t t h e w  P a t t e n  w o u l d  do hi s  shopping at  l oc a l  s t o r e s ;  in 

A m h e r s t ,  w h e r e  he had at  l e a s t  f o u r  a c c o u n t s ;  a t  a 

s e c o n d a r y  t r a d e  c e n t e r  l i k e  H a v e r h i l l ,  Massachuset t s ;  and 

on r a r e  o c c a s i o n s ,  i n  Bos t on .  In 1771,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he 

t o o k  a l oad o f  b u t t e r  t o  Boston and d u t i f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

he had r u n  up an account  o f  L83 4s.  4d.  Massachuset t s  Bay 

Old Tenor  at  " G o r d o n s . " 3^
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The e i g h t  e e n t  h - c  e n t  u r y  a c c o u n t s  of  Samuel B l o d g e t t  

g i v e  a r e v e a l i n g  l o o k  i n t o  t r a d e  up and down t h e  

M e r r i m a c k .  B l o d g e t t  owned s e v e r a l  p i eces  of  p r o p e r t y  

i n  New Hampshi re and Massachuset t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

B o s t o n  s t o r e ,  a s u b s i d i a r y  s t o r e  i n H a v e r h i l l ,  and a farm 

i n  G o f f s t o w n ,  New H a m p s h i r e .  B l o d g e t t ' s  accounts  reveal  

t h a t  he s o l d  l i n e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i mpor t ed l i n e n ,  f rom h i s  

B o s t o n  s t o r e .  At  l e a s t  onc e  each y e a r ,  he sent  a l a r ge  

s h i p m e n t  o f  i t ems t o  h i s  H a v e r h i l l  s t o r e .  In January 1766,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he s e n t  o v e r  t  3 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  goods  t o 

H a v e r h i l l .  The s h i p m e n t  i nc l uded  a wide range o f  i t ems ,  

i n c l u d i n g  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  c l o t h - - y e t  no l i n e n .  The 

e a r l i e s t  d a t e  B l o d g e t t  recorded a shipment  o f  I r i s h  l i n e n  

t o  H a v e r h i l l  was November 1767.  At  t h i s  t i me ,  he sent  the 

mo d e s t  amoun t  o f  f o r t y - t h r e e  yards of  I r i s h  l i n e n  to hi s 

H a v e r h i l l  s t o r e .  The B l o d g e t t  accounts suggest  t h a t  in the 

c a s e  o f  t h i s  one merchant ,  i mpor ted l i n e n s  sol d in Boston,  

b u t  demand was l i m i t e d  i n  a s t o r e  l oca t ed  on the edge of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  t e r r i t o r y .

T h i s  was a p p a r e n t l y  not  the case in the seacoast  area 

o f  New H a m p s h i r e .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n t he New Hampshi re 

G a z e t t e , t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  o n l y  newspaper ,  l i s t e d  impor ted 

goods  f o r  s a l e  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  and merchant s  boasted of  

t h e i r  I r i s h  l i n e n  f o r  s a l e ,  f r e q u e n t l y  l i s t i n g  i t  f i r s t .  

A c c o u n t s  o f  P o r t s m o u t h  m e r c h a n t  John M o f f a t t  f r e q u e n t l y  

m e n t i o n  i m p o r t e d  l i n e n . ^  Mos t  of  hi s  i ncomi ng cargoes 

a r e  t i t l e d  " s undr y  i t e m s , "  and are f rom B r i s t o l .  However,
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he f r e q u e n t l y  b r o u g h t  over  a l a r g e  shi pment  of  c l o t h  f rom 

L o n d o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  I r i s h  and Russian l i n e n .  His accounts 

f o r  May 1 6 , 1 7 4 9 , r evea l  t h a t  a number of  peopl e had paid 

cash  f o r  20 6 . 5 y a r d s  o f  "check l i n i n g , "  whi ch had come to 

h i m by way o f  B a r b a d o s .  Even t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  were not  

a b o v e  i m p o r t i n g  I r i s h  l i n e n  t o  s a t i s f y  m a r k e t s  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h  and Boston.  In 1738,  Londonde r r y ' s  Samuel Todd 

i m p o r t e d  no l ess  than 11,000 yards  o f  I r i s h  l i n e n  aboard a 

shi p owned by Joshua P i e r ce  o f  P o r t s m o u t h . ^

By 1 7 7 0 ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  E ng l i s h  

f a r m e r s  we r e  w o r k i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  l i n e n - ma k i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  

i n t o  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a l e n d a r s .  In h i s  d i a r y ,  Joshua 

Lane o f  Sanb o r n t on  v a r i o u s l y  recorded sowing h i s  f l a x s e e d ,  

p u l l i n g  and s p r e a d i n g  h i s  f l a x ,  -and f i n a l l y  t a k i n g  i t  in 

f o r  t h e  w i n t e r . ^  P e t e r  K i m b a l l  o f  B r a d f o r d ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  was s w i n g l i n g  f l a x  f o r  ne i ghbor s  as e a r l y  as 

1760 ,  w h i l e  S t r a t ham' s  Samuel Lane noted w i t h  p r i d e  in h i s  

d i a r y  i n  1 7 7 0 t h a t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  had l earned to weave.  ^  

Me a n w h i l e ,  f u t u r e  " S i g n e r "  and gover nor  Jos i ah B a r t l e t t  was 

t r a d i n g  f l a x s e e d  w i t h  h i s  K i ngs t on  ne i ghbor s  in 17 7 3 . ^^

The g r ow i ng  of  f l a x  and the s p i n n i n g ,  even the weaving 

o f  l i n e n  was f a s t  becoming a p a r t  of  New Hampshi re ' s  r u r a l  

s c e n e .  U n d o u b t e d l y ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  had l i n e n - ma k i n g  

s k i l l s  t h a t  surpassed those o f  t h e i r  Eng l i sh  ne i gh b o r s ,  f o r  

t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  as m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of  f i n e  l i n e n  su r v i v e d  

t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  Ye t  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a r m e r s  o f  r u r a l  New 

H a mp s h i r e  had l e a r n e d  en ough  about  t he process f rom the
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S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o  make u t i l i t a r i a n  c l o t h  s u i t a b l e  

n e e d s .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  and " t h e i r  

w h e e l s ,  t u r n e d  by t h e  f o o t , "  f l a x  and l i n e n  

commonplace on New Hampshi re f a r ms .

f o r  most 

s p i n n i n g  

became
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Conc l us i on

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  New E n g l a n d  was n o t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  Ma i n e  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  

d i s p a r a t e  g r o u p s  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  were encouraged 

t o  s e t t l e  upon f r o n t i e r  l ands i n  o r de r  t o  he l p  Boston l and 

s p e c u l a t o r s  f u l f i l l  t he  terms o f  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  g r a n t s .  The 

s e t t l e r s  were g e n e r a l l y  unprepared to c u l t i v a t e  the f o r e s t s  

o f  Ma i n e  and Massachuse t t s .  They were t oo poor  t o sup po r t  

t h e i r  own c h u r c h e s  and s c h o o l s ;  ma t t e r s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and l a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  wer e  i n  t he hands o f  unsympa t he t i c  

p r o p r i e t o r s ;  and w o r s t  o f  a l l ,  t hey were not  much l i k e d .  

Mos t  B o s t o n i a n s  we r e  happy  t o  have t he " I r i s h "  l i v i n g  as 

f a r  away as p o s s i b l e .  When t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  d i d  come i n t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  as h a p p e n e d  i n  B o s t o n  and 

W o r c e s t e r ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  w e r e  a d e t e s t e d  m i n o r i t y ,  

s u b j e c t  t o  i n s u l t ,  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  or mob v i o l e n c e .  Along 

t h e  c o a s t  o f  Maine,  pocket s  of  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  t r i e d  

t o  f o r m  t h e i r  own " p l a n t a t i o n s " - - f r e e  o f  t h e  e t h n i c  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  " P u r i t a n s "  i n Massachuse t t s .  But 

h e r e  t hey  f e l l  v i c t i m  t o  a s e r i e s  o f  I n d i a n  wars .  A l t hough  

r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  he l d  on i n Maine and wes t ern  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i t  was a poor  e x i s t e n c e ,  one h a r d l y  capabl e 

of  a t t r a c t i n g  new waves of  i mmi g r an t s .

- 356 -
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I n  New H a m p s h i r e ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  e x p e r i e n c e  was 

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a l b e i t  on a modest  s c a l e .  Whi l e  t he number o f  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i mmi g r an t s  t o  New Hampshi re was i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

when c o mp a r e d  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n Penns y l v an i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  

o r  N o r t h  and S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t he  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  o f  

t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n New Hampshi re was s u f f i c i e n t  to r e s u l t  i n a 

number o f  permanent  s e t t l e m e n t s .

Y e t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s u c c e s s  i n  New Hampsh i r e  was not  

i n e v i t a b l e .  B o u n d a r y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  i n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  f r u s t r a t e d  L o nd o n de r r y ' s  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  A f t e r  

t e n  y e a r s ,  many L o n d o n d e r r y  f a r m e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  most  town 

l e a d e r s ,  were c o n s i d e r i n g  a move t c  t he coas t  of  Maine.  At  

l e a s t  one o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t l e men t  i n New 

H a mp s h i r e  never  even got  o f f  t he ground.  In Febr uar y  1723,  

J o s e p h  H o u s t o n  and Hugh Rank i n ,  on b e h a l f  of  s i x t y - t h r e e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  and around Cha r l es t o wn ,  

p e t i t i o n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  in Por t smout h f o r  a t ownsh i p  i n  New 

H a m p s h i r e .  A l t h o u g h  e n c o u r a g e d  by t he gener a l  c o u r t  to 

seek  a t o w n s h i p ,  e i g h t  mi l es  squar e ,  no t h i n g  more i s  heard 

f rom t he g r o u p . 1

T h e r e  we r e  a n umbe r  o f  f a c t o r s  behind Lo n d o n d e r r y ' s  

e v e n t u a l  s u c c e s s .  F o r  one t h i n g ,  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n New 

H a m p s h i r e ,  n o t  m e r e l y  as f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  as a g r o u p  of  

f a m i l i e s  who had known each o t h e r  i n I r e l a n d  and in many 

c as e s  we r e  r e l a t e d .  Many had come f rom Aghadowey p a r i s h ,  

wh e r e  the Reverend James MacGregor had been t h e i r  m i n i s t e r .  

M a c G r e g o r ' s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  David C a r g i l l ,  was p r obab l y  t he
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" p a t r i a r c h "  o f  t h e  N u t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s .  He was f i f t y - e i g h t  

y e a r s  o l d  when t h e  group a r r i v e d  i n N u t f i e l d ;  as a r u l i n g  

e l d e r  i n  Aghado wey  p a r i s h ,  he had s i g n e d  t h e  c h u r c h  

r e l e a s e s  o f  many o f  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n N u t f i e l d .  He was 

t h e  f i r s t  e l d e r  and t h e  f i r s t  sel ectmen chosen in town.  

C a r g i l l  n o t  on l y  a r r i v e d  i n New Hampshi re w i t h  h i s  s o n - i n -  

l a w ,  James MacGregor,  but  w i t h  h i s  son,  David C a r g i l l ,  J r . ,  

and t wo o t h e r  s o n s - i n - l a w ,  James Gregg and James McKeen. 

A l o n g  w i t h  John G o f f e ,  t h e s e  we r e  t h e  und i spu t ed  e a r l y  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  commun i t y .  They headed p r o p r i e t a r y ,  town,  

and c h u r c h  c o m m i t t e e s ,  and they g e n e r a l l y  r ep r esen t ed  the 

c o m m u n i t y  when agents were needed i n Por t smout h ,  Boston,  or  

H a v e r h i l l .  When t h e  town o f  Londonder ry  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  

i n  1 7 2 2 ,  James MacGregor,  David C a r g i l l ,  S r . ,  James McKeen, 

James Gr e g g ,  and John G o f f e  we r e  s i n g l e d  out  and g i ven 

a d d i t i o n a l  l o t s  of  l and f o r  s e r v i c e s  rendered.

T h i s  i n i t i a l  c o r e  of  s o l i d  c i t i z e n s  was j o i n e d  by at  

l e a s t  t wo o t h e r  communi ty l eader s  whose w e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  

and c o n t a c t s  gave t hem s t a n d i n g  at  the p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l .  

Bo t h  Rober t  Boyes and John McMurphy r epr esen t ed  Londonder ry  

i n  t h e  a s e m b l y ,  both e v e n t u a l l y  were appo i n t ed j u s t i c e s  of  

t h e  peace,  and both had a v a r i e t y  of  bus i ness de a l i ngs  w i t h  

m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l .  McMurphy d i ed in 

P o r t s m o u t h  i n  1 7 5 5 wh i l e  s e r v i n g  i n the l e g i s l a t u r e .  His 

s o n - i n - l a w ,  Ma t t h e w P a t t e n ,  b r o u g h t  t he body home, and 

" S q u i r e "  McMurphy  was b u r i e d  " w i t h  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

c o m p a n y . " - 3 R o b e r t  Boyes  was ev en  b e t t e r  known at  the
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p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  t h a n  M c M u r p h y .  He a c t i v e l y  r e c r u i t e d  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  i n U l s t e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n a number of  

c o n t a c t s  w i t h  l e a d i n g  merchants i n Boston and Por t smout h.  

When G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r  v i s i t e d  Amoskeag F a l l s  i n 1737,  i t  

was o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  he would spend a coup l e  o f  n i g h t s  as 

B o y e s 1 g u e s t  i n  L o n d o n d e r r y .  L a t e  i n  l i f e ,  Boyes  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  t a l e n t s  o f  Dr .  Mat thew Tho r n t on ,  grooming 

t h e  y o u n g e r  man f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  and naming him e x e c u t o r  of  

h i s  e s t a t e  . ^ T o g e t h e r ,  Mc Mur ph y  and Boyes  c a r r i e d  

n u m e r o u s  t o w n  p e t i t i o n s  and c o u n t e r  p e t i t i o n s  t o  

P o r t s m o u t h .  They  defended i mpr i soned Londonder r y  f a r mer s  

i n  E s s e x  C o u n t y  c o u r t s ,  and i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  gav e  

L o n d o n d e r r y  t h e  k i n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  vo i ce  t h a t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s e t t l e r s  i n  Ma i n e  and w e s t e r n  Massachuset t s  cou l d  never  

hope t o  have.

A n o t h e r  o b v i o u s  f a c t o r  behind S c o t c h - I r i s h  success in 

L o n d o n d e r r y  was t h e  d e g r e e  i n  w h i c h  the e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  

g u i d e d  t h e i r  own c o u r s e .  T h e y  b e c a me  t h e i r  own 

p r o p r i e t o r s .  P o l i t i c a l  e x p e d i e n c y  f o r c ed  them to share 

o w n e r s h i p  w i t h  a f e w " o u t s i d e r s , "  but  t hese peopl e never  

came c l o s e  t o  g u i d i n g  t own  a f f a i r s .  When t h r ea t ened  by 

l e g a l  p r o b l e m s  f r o m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , t h e y  p r o v e d  t o  be 

c a p a b l e  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  B o s t o n  and P o r t s m o u t h .  When 

p o l i t i c a l  and 1 e g a l ' so 1 u t i  ons f a i l e d ,  t hey  were at  l e a s t  as 

a g g r e s s i v e  and tough as t h e i r  enemies,  even when t h a t  meant 

" s q u a t t i n g "  on d i s p u t e d  l a n d s ,  v a n d a l i s m ,  and even 

v i o l e n c e .  They  made s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  communi ty remained
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e s s e n t i a l l y  S c o t c h - I r i s h  and P r e s b y t e r i a n ; t hey  encouraged 

t h e i r  f e l l o w  c o u n t r y m e n  t o  j o i n  them and t hey  c a r e f u l l y  

s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

o r t h o d o x y .  As a r e s u l t ,  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  Londonder r y  were 

d i v i s i o n s  among d i f f e r e n t  f a c t i o n s  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  The "peop l e  o f  New England"  had v i r t u a l l y  

no say i n Londonder ry  p o l i t i c s .

B e c a u s e  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  r a p i d  g r o w t h ,  i t s  s t r o ng  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  c h a r a c t e r ,  and t he aggr ess i veness  o f  i t s  town 

l e a d e r s ,  t h e  t o w n  s p a w n e d  a s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  Yet  t hese newer towns never  had L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  

d r i v e  or  L o n do nde r r y ' s  p e c u l i a r  advant ages.  In most  cases,  

t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  t o w n s  n o r t h  and w e s t  o f  L o n d o n d e r r y  

c o n t a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  Eng l i s h  popu1 a t i o n s - - i n  some cases,  

s u b s t a n t i a l  en ou g h  t o  demand a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c hu r ch .  

Own e r s h i p  of  t hese towns,  at  l e a s t  t he o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t a r y  

s h a r e s ,  was g e n e r a l l y  in t he hands of  absentee p r o p r i e t o r s  

w h o s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  w i t h i n  t h e s e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  was m i n i m a l .  As a r e s u l t ,  t hese towns never  

had L o n d o n d e r r y ' s  e x p l o s i v e  g r o w t h .  T h e i r  chu r ches ,  in 

c a s e s  w h e r e  they began as P r e s b y t e r i a n  chur ches ,  t ended to 

c o n v e r t  t o  Congr e ga t i o na l  churches a f t e r  a few y e a r s .  For 

mos t  o f  t h e s e  t o w n s ,  L o n d o n d e r r y  r ema i ned  t he f ocus  of  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  c u l t u r e  and economic a c t i v i t y .  The presence 

of  t h e  L o n d o n d e r r y  f a i r  he l ped ;  t he popu l a r  p r each i ng  and 

o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t s  by David MacGregor may have he l ped i n a 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  way.  Whereas a l l  of  the S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns
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seem t o  h a v e  had an a c t i v e  l i n e n  t r a d e ,  o n l y  Londonder r y  

h a d  a r e p u t a t i o n  w o r t h  p r o t e c t i n g  w i t h  s e a l s  and 

c e r t i f i c a t e s .  In s h o r t ,  t he  subsequent  S c o t c h - I r i s h  towns 

were not  q u i t e  as " S c o t c h - I r i s h "  as t he o r i g i n a l .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  nu mb e r  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  f a r m e r s  i n 

p r o v i n c i a l  New Hampshi re p r o b a b l y  never  exceeded 10% of  t he 

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t he  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

s h o u l d  n o t  be u n d e r e s t i m a t e d .  Jeremy Bel knap was c o r r e c t  

i n  g i v i n g  t h e m c r e d i t  f o r  b r i n g i n g  improvements to New 

H a m p s h i r e  a g r i c u l t u r e . .  Ye t  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  i n  New H a m p s h i r e ' s  w e s t w a r d  expans i on i s  

l i t t l e  u n d e r s t o o d .  Bo t h  t h e  t i m i n g  and t h e  v a r i o u s  

e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c ums t an c es  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  N u t f i e l d  are 

i m p o r t a n t  when l o o k i n g  at  t h e . b o u nd a r y  c o n t r o v e r s y  between 

New H a m p s h i r e  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  S c o t c h - I r i s h  b e hav i o r  

a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t he area i s  even more i m p o r t a n t .

F o l l o w i n g  Queen A n n e ' s  War ,  Bost on i n v e s t o r s  began 

b u y i n g  up " a n c i e n t "  g r a n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  M a i n e ,  and 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  f a r m e r s  were s p i l l i n g  over  i n t o  n e i gh b o r i n g  

p r o v i n c e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  New H a m p s h i r e  was n o t  o n l y  

f i g h t i n g  t o  e x p a n d  i t s  c r a mp e d  q u a r t e r s ,  i t  was very 

p o s s i b l y  f i g h t i n g  f o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  e x i s t e n c e .  New 

H a m p s h i r e  had t e m p o r a r i l y  l o s t  i t s  s e p a r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  

i d e n t i t y  t o  t h e  D o m i n i o n  o f  New E n g l a n d  a f ew y e a r s  

e a r l i e r .  I t  c u r r e n t l y  shared a gover nor  w i t h  a much l a r g e r  

n e i g h b o r .  What  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  gave New Hampshi re at  a 

v e r y  c r u c i a l  t i me was an ag g r es s i v e  body of  s e t t l e r s  w i t h i n
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t h e  mo s t  h o t l y  d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y .  Whi l e  Massachuset t s  

o f f i c i a l s  and s e t t l e r s  a n t a g o n i z e d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  in 

N u t f i e l d ,  New Hampshi re l eader s  made them f e e l  welcome.

A l m o s t  o v e r n i g h t ,  t he S c o t c h - I r i s h  c r e a t ed  t he l a r g e s t  

t own i n  t h e  Up p e r  M e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y .  They s e t t l e d  f a rms,  

c l e a r e d  l a n d ,  and b u i l t  f o r t s  a l ong t he Mer r i mack.  They 

f i s h e d  a t  Amos k eag  F a l l s  as i f  t hey  owned a l l  t he r i g h t s ,  

and  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  b a c k  d o w n  w h e n  t h r e a t e n e d  by 

" e n c r o a c h e r s "  and " t r e s p a s s e r s "  f rom Massachuset t s .  They 

ma d e  t h e i r  c a s e  and t h a t  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  h e a r d  i n  

Por t smout h ,  Bos t on,  and London.

I n  t h e  end t h e y  won.  The boundary d e c i s i o n  of  1740 

c r e a t e d  a p r o v i n c i a l  s h e l l  a r o u n d  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  

c o m m u n i t y  a t  Londonder r y .  W i t h i n  t h a t  s h e l l  t hey expanded 

and e v e n t u a l l y  l o s t  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y .  A 

c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  began r e - c r e a t i n g  a 

S c o t c h - I r i s h  m y t h - - o r i e  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e d  e t h n i c i t y  but  

v i r t u a l l y  i g n o r e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  in p r o v i n c i a l  New Hampshi re.
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