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ABSTRACT

FROM  STRAWBERY BANKE TO PUD D LE DOCK:

THE EVOLUTION OF A NEIGHBORHOOD, 1630-1850

by

JOH N  W. DUREL 

U nive rs i ty  of  N ew H am psh i re ,  May,  1984

This d i s s e r t a t io n  e x a m in e s  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  a  s i t e  f rom  1630 to 1850. 
Unti l  1690 th e  s i t e  was  p a r t  of  a  l a rge  f a r m s t e a d ;  dur ing  th e  e ig h te e n t h  
c e n t u r y  i t  b e c a m e  a th r iv ing  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  in t h e  s e a p o r t  to w n  of 
P o r t s m o u th ,  New H am p s h i re ;  a f t e r  1820 i t  b e c a m e  an  old w a t e r f r o n t  
neighborhood serving p r im a r i ly  as a  r e s id e n t i a l  a r e a .  The s tudy  f i r s t  p laces  
the  s i t e  with in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  th e  l a rg e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  and then  looks a t  
sp a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  and  s t r u c t u r a l  fo rm s  w ith in  t h e  s i t e  i t se l f .  Fina l ly 
it follows the  changing  r e p u ta t i o n  of  th e  a r e a .

The local  econom y  was  the  s t r o n g e s t  in f luence  on th e  way peop le  
o rgan ized  and bui l t  a  ne ighborhood a t  t h e  s i te .  The  im p o r t a n c e  of  o th e r  
f a c t o r s ,  such as  th e  n a t u r a l  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  a e s t h e t i c s  and  popula t ion  dens i ty ,  
va r ied  f rom t i m e  to  t im e .  The way t h e  s i t e  evo lved  was  a r e s u l t  of the  
in te rp lay  of  such f a c t o r s .



IN TRODUCTION

In 1978 Theodore  H ershberg ,  in an  essay  in t h e  Journa l  of  Urban  H is to ry , 

n o te d  t h a t  many  h is to r ians  t r e a t  th e  urban  e n v i ro n m e n t  as a pass ive  b ack d ro p  

a g a in s t  which hum an a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p lace .  He c o m p la in e d  t h a t  all to o  o f t e n  one  

ge t s  l i t t l e  sense  of how the  p a r t i c u l a r  p laces  in which  people live a f f e c t  the i r  

behavior.  He a rgued  t h a t  the  "New Urban His to ry"  should involve no t  m e re ly  

an analysis  of  hum an behav io r  in an urban  s e t t i n g ,  b u t  a  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p lo ra t io n  

of the  re la t ionsh ips  b e t w e e n  behav ior  and th e  en v i ro n m e n t .  The focus  should be 

on th e  p rocess  by which  hum an  ac t io n  a f f e c t s  th e  p lace ,  and by which  th e  p la ce  

a f f e c t s  hum an ac t io n .

In so a rguing  H ershbe rg  d rew on notions  t h a t  o r ig in a te d  with  R o b e r t  P a rk  

and o th e r  soc io logis ts  a t  the  Univers i ty  of C h ic ago  in the  1920s and 30s and 

s ince  deve loped  by urban  h is to r ians .  In e f f e c t  they  view " th e  c i ty  as a  c o n c r e t e  

e n t i t y  whose fo rm  and s t r u c t u r e  a r e  d e t e r m in e d  by h um a n  dec is ions  t h a t  a f f e c t  

the  use of  land."  A t  abou t  the  s a m e  t im e  t h a t  H e r shbe rg  wrote ,  Thom as  S ch le re th  

was making  the  s a m e  a r g u m e n t  f r om a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e .  Drawing on 

th e  work of landscape  h i s to r ians  l ike J .  B. J ackson ,  S c h le re th  e n co u ra g ed  scho l 

a r s  to  t r e a t  c i t i e s  a s  a r t i f a c t s .  C i t i e s ,  ju s t  like houses ,  fu rn i tu re ,  and o th e r  

ob jec t s ,  a r e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  hum an  behav ior .  He s u g g es ted  t h a t  in th e  fo rm and  

com pos i t ion  of  a c i ty  one  could d iscover  the soc ia l  h i s to ry  t h a t  lay beh ind the  

a r t i f a c t .

This d i s s e r t a t io n  is an e x a m in a t io n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  p lace  as it evo lved  over  

an e x ten d ed  per iod  of  t im e .  The focus  is on the  in te rp lay  of human  a c t i v i t y  

and  the  p lace  in which t h a t  a c t i v i t y  o cc u r r e d .  In shor t ,  it is a c a s e  s tudy  of  

the  process  t h a t  bo th  H ershberg  and S ch le re th  urged  h i s to r ians  to  exp lo re .
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I h a v e  a r r a n g e d  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  in a s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  fash ion .  In th e  f i r s t  

c h a p t e r  I d e f in e  t h e  s i t e ,  r a i s e  ques t ions  a b o u t  i ts  evo lu t ion  in r e l a t i o n  to  hum an  

a c t iv i t y ,  and  discuss  t h e  m a jo r  so u rces  I have  used to  deve lop  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

In s u b se q u e n t  c h a p t e r s  I e x a m in e  the  evo lu t ion  of  th e  s i t e  f ro m  var ious  p e r s p e c 

t ives .  F ina l ly ,  in the  conclus ion ,  I p r e s e n t  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  d e f ine s  t h r e e  

phases  in t h e  s i t e ' s  evo lu t ion ,  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i ts  own s e t  of r e la t ionsh ip s  

b e t w e e n  behav io r  and e n v i ro n m e n t .

In p r e s e n t in g  the  s tudy  I have  used s e v e ra l  conven t ions .  F i r s t ,  I r e f e r  to  

t h e  s i t e  under  s tudy  as a neighborhood .  The  s p ec i f i c  a r e a  as de f ined  in C h a p t e r  

I was  p a r t  of a  l a rg e r  ne ighborhood th ro u g h o u t  i ts  h is to ry ,  bu t  the  bounds of  the  

a r e a  do n o t  co inc ide  p rec i se ly  w i th  the  bounds of  the  neighborhood .  Indeed,  th e  

ne ighborhood  boundar ie s  a r e  hard to  de f ine  for  any po in t  in t i m e  and c e r t a in l y  

changed  o ver  t im e .  A t  any r a t e ,  I have  used e v id e n c e  t a k e n  f ro m  a  p rec i se ly  

def ined  s tudy  s i t e  and appl ied  i t  to  a  s l ight ly  l a rge r  a r e a  t h a t  I have  ca l led  a 

neighborhood.

A p ro m in e n t  f e a t u r e  of  the  ne ighborhood was  a t ida l  in le t  t h a t  was  f i l led 

in th e  ea r ly  p a r t  of  the  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u ry .  The in le t  had s e v e ra l  n a m e s  over  

th e  co u r s e  of  i ts  h is to ry .  I have  r e f e r r e d  to  i t  s imply  as  the  cove .  The n am es  

of s t r e e t s  al so  c h an g e d .  When I r e f e r  to  a  s t r e e t  in t h e  t e x t  I use th e  n a m e  

c o r re spond ing  to  th e  per iod  under discussion and pu t  the  p r e s e n t - d a y  n a m e  in 

pa ren th es i s .  This should he lp  r e a d e r s  f am i l i a r  w i th  P o r t s m o u th  to  l o c a t e  the  

s t r e e t s .

When d iscuss ing s p e c i f i c  p ro p e r t i e s  I have  t r i e d  to  l o c a t e  them  w i th  r e f e r 

e n c e  to  the  cove  and s t r e e t s .  For r e a d e r s  w a n t in g  th e  p r e c i s e  loc a t ion  of  a 

given  p ro p e r ty ,  I have  inc luded  codes  in b r a c k e t s  in the  c h a p t e r  no te s .  The 

r e a d e r  can  then  f ind the  loc a t ion  on th e  m a p  p re s e n t e d  in F igure  37.
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The  f i r s t  s t e p  tow ard  u nde rs tand ing  th e  evo lu t ion  of  th e  s i t e  is to  know 

who l ived th e r e .  Using th e  p ro p e r ty  deeds  of t h e  P ro v in c e  of  New H am p s h i re  

and of R o c k ingham  C oun ty  I have  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  s e q u e n c e  of  ow nersh ip  for  

t h e  m any  p r o p e r t i e s  a t  t h e  museum and  a d j a c e n t  pa rk  t h a t  m a k e  up th is  s tudy .  

The deeds  g ive  e v id e n c e  n o t  only of  who owned the  land b u t  also a bou t  o c c u 

pa t ions ,  p r o p e r ty  d im ens ions  and the  e x i s t e n c e  of  buildings.  In th e  appendix  

I have  l i s ted  t h e  s e q u e n c e  of  owners ,  ca l led  a  t i t l e  cha in ,  fo r  e a c h  p ro p e r ty ,  

and  g iven  e a c h  p ro p e r ty  a loc a t ion  code .

The t i t l e  cha ins  p rov ide  a  bas ic  p ic tu r e  of  the  way  th e  land was  d ivided  

and used .  O th e r  sources  such as public reco rds ,  genea o log ie s  and t r a v e l e r s '  

a c c o u n t s  add insights  in to  why th e  s i t e  deve loped  as i t  did.  They provide a 

c o n t e x t  in which  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  p ic tu r e  of  s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p re s e n te d  in th e  

deeds .



C H A P T E R  I

QUESTIONS OF PLA CE AND TIME

A sm al l  g r a n i t e  pos t  s tands  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of A tk inson  and J e f f e r s o n  

S t r e e t s  in P o r t s m o u th ,  New H am p s h i re  (F igure  1). Easi ly  over looked ,  i t  is 

only a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t  high,  roughly  c u t ,  and  s t a n d s  askew ,  touch ing  the  wall  

o f  a  n e a rb y  house.  T he re  is no th ing  s t r ik in g  a b o u t  t h e  pos t :  it  is no t  a 

p r o m in e n t  m a rk e r  in d ica t ing  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t ;  nor is it a  p ie ce  of  f ine 

c r a f t s m a n s h ip .  If i t  w e re  r e m o v e d  few  would n o t i c e ,  and f e w e r  would la 

m e n t  i t s  loss.

Stil l i t  is th e re ,  and  one  m ig h t  well  ask why.  It is n o t  a  n a tu ra l  f e a 

t u r e .  R a t h e r  i t  is the  r e s u l t  of  som e  hum an  a c t io n :  s om eone ,  a t  some 

t im e ,  c u t  i t  o u t  of  a l a rg e r  s tone ,  and  som eone ,  pe rh ap s  th e  s a m e  person,  

p la ced  i t  in t h e  ground.  Thus,  i t  is th e  phys ica l  r e m a in s  of  som e  pas t  ev e n t .  

T h a t  e v e n t ,  in th e  c o n t e x t  of  p la ce  and t i m e ,  had s o m e  meaning .

In o rd e r  to  exp la in  t h e  o b je c t  we m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  e v e n t .  We can  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  e v e n t  as  one  in which  peop le  consc ious ly  modi fy th e  p la ce  

in which  th e y  l ive t  Such a c t io n s  involve t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  the  physical  

e n v i ro n m e n t  in o rde r  to  m e e t  c e r t a i n  h um a n  needs .  Individually or  c o l l e c 

t ive ly  peop le  choose  lo c a t io n s  w here in  th e y  c a n  a c c o m p l i sh  c e r t a i n  ta sks ,  

and th e y  a l t e r  the  p laces  in o rde r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  those  a c t i v i t i e s .

This  building of  an  e n v i ro n m e n t  is p a r t  o f  a  l a rg e r  p rocess  w here in  

peop le  o rg a n iz e  th e m s e lv e s  to  p e r fo rm  c e r t a i n  ro les  in s oc ie ty .  The social  

o rg a n iz a t i o n  involves  n o t  only th e  grouping  of  individual s  to  p e r fo rm  e c o 

nom ic ,  po l i t ic a l ,  and c u l tu r a l  func t ions ;  i t  a l so  e n t a i l s  de f in ing  th e  p laces  

in which  th ose  func t ions  a r e  c a r r i e d  ou t .  In o t h e r  words,  t h e  social  sy s t e m



Figure 1. G ran i te  Pos t ,  Corner  of J e f f e r s o n  and Atkinson S t ree t s ,  
Po r t sm o u th ,  New Hampshire .



o p e r a t e s  w i th in  a physical  e n v i ro n m e n t  t h a t  has been  c r e a t e d  for  t h a t  

1purpose.

H ow e ve r ,  the  physical  e n v i ro n m e n t  is m o re  than  jus t  a  s e t t i n g  for 

soc ia l  a c t i v i t y .  The e n v i ro n m e n t ,  as  i t  is and  as i t  is p e rce iv ed ,  m ay  a f 

f e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t y .  A g iven  e n v i ro n m e n t  m ay  e n h an c e ,  or inhibi t  t h e  e x e c u 

t ion of c e r t a i n  func t ions .  Thus,  t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t  is no t  only a re sponse  to  

p eo p le ' s  need  t o ' o r g a n i z e  t h e m s e lv e s ,  i t  a l so in f luences  th e  way  in which 

they  do so.

This is a  s tudy  of an e n v i ro n m e n t  as it deve loped  f rom 1630 to  1850 in 

a  s e c t i o n  of  P o r t s m o u th .  The  g r a n i t e  pos t  s tands  n ea r  th e  c e n t e r  of the  

a r e a ,  and  I will use i t  in a  m o m e n t  to  ra i se  ques t ions  a bou t  the  s i t e  as  a 

whole .  The  s i t e  is p re s e n t ly  a p a r t  of  an  ou td o o r  h is to ry  museum ca l led  

S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  and p a r t  of  a r ive r s ide  park  ca l led  P r e s c o t t  Park  

(F igure 2). It is bounded by Washington S t r e e t ,  C o u r t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  P i s c a t a q u a  

River ,  and a l a rge  f ield  t h a t  was o nce  a t ida l  in le t  (fi l led a t  the  beginning 

of  the  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ) .  I chose  thi s  s i t e  b e c a u se  it en c o m p a s se s  th ose  

houses a t  th e  m useum  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  on th e i r  orig inal  founda tions .  A rch i 

t e c t u r a l  h i s to r ians  h ave  a l r e a d y  e x a m in e d  and  r e p o r t e d  on severa l  of  the se  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  and  h i s to r i ca l  a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  h ave  e x c a v a t e d  a  number  of  pa rce l s  

with in  th e  bounds.  H ence ,  t h e r e  is s o m e  in fo rm a t io n  a l r e a d y  ava i lab le  w ith  

which to  begin t r a c in g  phys ica l  changes .  The bounds of t h e  s tudy  s i t e  e x 

te n d  beyond th e  bounds of  the  m useum  to  inc lude  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  under 

t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  s o m e  unde r s tan d in g  of d e t a i l e d  changes  t h e r e  is n e c e s 

sa ry  to  p roper ly  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  c hange s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  in t h e  m useum  prop

e r t i e s .

At no t i m e  in i ts  h i s to ry  did th is  s i t e  func t ion  as a  s e l f - c o n ta in e d  

unit .  It was  a lways  p a r t  o f  so m e th in g  la rg e r ,  with  a s ign i f i can t  num ber  of



PORTSMOUTH

Figure  2. Study S ite  Loca t ion ,  P o r t s m o u th ,  New Hampshire .
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t r a n s a c t io n s  t ak ing  p lace  b e t w e e n  people  a t  th e  s i t e  and  peop le  e l se w h e re .

H ence ,  it  will  be i m p o r t a n t  to  view the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  the  a r e a  in th e  

c o n t e x t  of  i t s  r e la t io n sh ip  to  the  growing  c o m m u n i t y  of which it was  a 

pa r t .

The building of  an e n v i ro n m e n t  in w h a t  is now P o r t s m o u t h  began  in 

1630, when Engl ishmen f i r s t  s e t t l e d  th e r e .  O ver  th e  n e x t  tw o  c e n t u r i e s  an 

econom y  based  on w a t e r - b o r n  c o m m e r c e  deve loped  and m a tu r e d ,  and the  s e t 

t l e m e n t  g rew  into a p o r t  to w n .  A t  f i r s t  our  s tudy  s i t e  was  p a r t  of a  la rge  

f a r m s t e a d ;  by the  end of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  it  had b e c o m e  the  c o re  of  a 

w a t e r f r o n t  neighborhood.  A f t e r  1820 th e  econom y  of P o r t s m o u th  began  a  m a rk e d
'J

ch an g e ,  with  m a r i t i m e  in t e r e s t s  giving way to  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  and ra i l roads .  

C o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  s h i f t e d  aw ay  f rom  the  ne ighborhood.  This s tudy ,  then ,  will 

fol low d e v e lo p m e n t s  up to 1820, when m a r i t i m e  c o m m e r c e  had i ts  g r e a t e s t  

in f luence ,  and then  assess  s u b se q u e n t  changes  in the  neighborhood to  1850.

To begin th e  s tudy ,  aga in  cons ide r  the  g r a n i t e  post .  We can  t r e a t  it in 

much the  s a m e  way  as a h i s to r i ca l  a r c h a e o lo g i s t  would t r e a t  an  o b j e c t  found 

be low ground.  We can  n o te  i ts  shape ,  s ize ,  com pos i t ion ,  d ec o ra t io n  (if any) 

and loca t ion .  We can  seek  s uppor t ing  d o c u m e n ta r y  ev idence  to  help explain  

w h a t  it is, why i t is th e r e ,  and  when it  was  depos i ted .  U l t im a te ly  we can  

do th e  s a m e  for  o th e r  o b je c t s  found n ea rby ,  and  build an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  

th e  s i t e .

An e x a m in a t io n  of the  pos t  r e v e a l s  the  num b e r  "1795" roughly c a rv e d  

into  i ts  s ide.  P r o p e r ty  deeds  fo r  the  house ag a in s t  which it s t ands  in d ica te  

t h a t  t h e  house ,  f i r s t  owned by Thayles  G. Y ea ton ,  was bui l t  s o m e t i m e  be-  

tw e e n  179^ and 180^. The  n um be r  on the  pos t  sugges ts  t h a t  th e  yea r  of 

c o n s t ru c t io n  was 1795, and th is  would have  been  the s am e  yea r  in which 

th e  pos t  was put  th e re .  H ence ,  th e  pos t  is a m o n u m e n t  of  so r ts ,  m a rk ing
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th e  occas ion  of  a  minor  e v e n t ,  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  of a  house .

The pos t  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of  the  p ro p e r ty ,  pe rh ap s  se rv ing  as a 

boundary  m a rk e r ,  used  to  d e f in e  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty .  Made of  g r a n i t e  and not  

eas i ly  moved ,  i t  p rov ides  a  f ixed  and p e r m a n e n t  r e f e r e n c e  poin t .  It may  also 

h ave  s e rv e d  as a  boun d a ry  in a n o t h e r  sense ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  

f rom  in t rus ion .  As we shall  see ,  by 1795 this  a r e a  was  dense ly  popu la ted  and 

f i l led  w i th  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  T ra f f i c  in the  s t r e e t s  was  heavy ,  and th is  

g r a n i t e  pos t  would h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  d a m a g e  to  th e  house by c a r t s  or  c a r r i a g e s  

tu rn ing  th e  c o rn e r .

Thus,  in th e  c o n t e x t  of  p l a c e  and t im e ,  t h e  pos t  had m ean ing .  The s a m e  

is t r u e  for  e v e r y  o t h e r  o b j e c t  t h a t  ex i s t s ,  or o n c e  e x i s t e d  a t  our s i te .  If we 

view th e  s i t e  as  a c o h e r e n t  c o l l e c t io n  of a r t i f a c t s  - s t r e e t s ,  buildings,  wharves ,  

yards ,  e t c .  - e a c h  with  i ts own m ean ing ,  and if we pose ques t ions  conce rn ing  

the  loca t ion ,  f o r m and fu n c t io n  of  th e s e  a r t i f a c t s ,  then  we should be ab le  to 

build an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  the  evo lu t ion  of th e  p lace .  This is the  a p p ro a c h  we 

will ta ke .

In th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  of  this  d i s s e r t a t i o n  1 will d e s c r ib e  spa t i a l  o rg a n 

iz a t io n ,  f i r s t  of  the  ne ighborhood  in re la t ionsh ip  to  th e  la rg e r  co m m u n i ty ,  then  

of th e  fu n c t io n s  t h a t  took  p la c e  with in  the  neighborhood ,  and  f ina l ly of  f u n c 

t ions  t h a t  took  p la ce  w i th in  individual  house lo t s .  In e a c h  c a s e  I will t r a c e  

th e  s e le c t io n  of  c e r t a i n  lo c a t io n s  for  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and the  d e v e lo p m e n t  

of  s t r e e t s ,  p a th s ,  and o t h e r  a r t e r i e s  to  c o n n e c t  the  loca t ions .

Following th e  d e s c r ip t io n  of  spa t i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  I will e x a m in e  th e  fo rm 

of t h e  phys ica l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  w e re  buil t  a t  t h e  s tudy  s i t e .  The  g r a n i t e  

pos t  s u gges t s  t h a t  f o rm ,  as well  as  loca t ion ,  r e l a t e s  to the  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  

took  p la ce .  Thus,  I will  in v e s t ig a t e  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  of and  subsequen t  m o d 

i f i c a t ions  to  houses and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of the  buil t  en v i ro n m e n t .

Final ly,  I will assess  th e  symbolic  s ig n i f i can ce  of  the  e n v i ro n m e n t .  Does
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t h e  g e n e ra l  a p p e a r a n c e  of  th e  pos t ,  roughly  hewn b u t  inscr ibed  with  a d a t e ,  

r e v e a l  a n y th in g  a b o u t  t h e  way  people  p e rc e iv e d  and  f e l t  ab o u t  t h e  p la c e  in 

which th e y  l ived?  I will a t t e m p t  to  g e t  s o m e  sense  of  t h e  r e p u ta t i o n  of  the  

p la ce  as  i t  c h a n g e d  o ver  t im e .

In t r a c in g  th e  evo lu t ion  of  spa t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  s t r u c t u r a l  fo rm s ,  and 

symbol ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  I will a t t e m p t  to  d e l in e a t e  th o s e  fo r c e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  

bo th  the  d i r e c t i o n  and t im ing  of  change .  An im p o r t a n t  f o r c e ,  pe rh ap s  the  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  is t h e  d r ive  to w a rd  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  usually m e a s u re d  in 

f inanc ia l  t e rm s .  Individuals ,  and groups of  individuals ,  o rg a n iz e  the i r  e nv i ron 

m e n t  in o rd e r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of c e r t a i n  ta sks .  Many of 

t h e s e  a r e  ec o n o m ic ,  involving th e  p roduc t ion  or  e x c h a n g e  of goods.  Thus, 

changes  in th e  e c o n o m y  h ave  a d i r e c t  i m p a c t  on the  n a t u r e  of the  env i ron 

m e n t .

The d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  in changing  the  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  how ever ,  a c t  

to  im pede  th e  d r ive  t o w a rd  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y .  T he re  is i n e r t i a  in t h e  sys

t e m .  This is in p a r t  due to  th e  n a tu ra l  e n v i ro n m e n t :  th e  qua l i ty  of the 

soil and th e  lay of the  land in f luence ,  and in s o m e  c a s e s  d e t e r m i n e  th e  a r 

r a n g e m e n t  of sp a c e  and t h e  t y p e  of s t r u c t u r e s  bu il t  t h e r e .  The m a n -m a d e  

e n v i ro n m e n t  adds  t o  t h e  i n e r t i a  in t h a t  i t  c o s t s  m oney  to  a l t e r  s t r u c t u r e s  

or  r e l o c a t e  func t ions .  T h e re  m ay  also be a psycholog ica l  ine r t i a ,  r e su l t ing  

f rom  the  a s s o c ia t io n  peop le  m a ke  b e tw e e n  c e r t a i n  buildings or  p la ce s  and  

c e r t a i n  functions .

T echno log ica l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f t e n  m a k e  i t  possib le to  o v e r c o m e  th e  

in e r t i a  of the  e n v i ro n m e n t .  New building m e th o d s  and  m a te r i a l s ,  im proved  

m e an s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and changes  in such  th ings  as th e  s ou rce  of w a t e r  

supply b r ing  a b o u t  a l t e r a t i o n s  in spa t ia l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  and s t r u c t u r a l  fo rm s .

In such ca se s ,  t e chno logy  ass is t s  in the  d r ive  to w a rd  e f f i c i e n c y .
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A n o t h e r  f o r c e  a c t i n g  a g a in s t  e f f i c i e n c y  is s imply  the  p a s s a g e  of  t i m e .  

Things  g e t  old;  bui ld ings ,  roads  and  f e n c e s  n eed  rep a i r s .  The  c h a n g e s  to  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  by ag e  m a y  a f f e c t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of  t h e  

a r e a  as  well  a s  t h e  k inds  of  func t ions  p e r f o r m e d  th e r e .

C h a n g e s  in p o p u la t io n  dens i ty  al so  a f f e c t  t h e  a r e a .  D ur ing  th e  per iod  

u n d e r  s tu d y ,  f r o m  1630 to  1850, t h e r e  was  an  i n c r e a s e  in po p u la t io n  in 

P o r t s m o u t h  a n d  in ou r  ne ighborhood ,  y ie ld ing  an  i n c re a s e  in t h e  n u m b e r  of 

ho u s e lo t s  and  an  i n c r e a s e  in t r a f f i c  on t h e  s t r e e t s .

F ina l ly ,  c h a n g e s  in a e s t h e t i c s  al so  b r ing  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  in t h e  e n v i ro n 

m e n t .  This m a y  invo lve  m o r e  th a n  new a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le s .  C o n s id e r a t io n s  

of  t h e  w ay  a  p l a c e  should  look m ay  a f f e c t  t h e  lo c a t io n  of  c e r t a i n  buildings  

and  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  m ay  w ork  d i r e c t ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r ive  fo r  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y .

T h e s e  f o r c e s ,  t h e n ,  a f f e c t  t h e  d i r e c t io n  and  r a t e  of  c h a n g e  in the  e n 

v i r o n m e n t :  e c o n o m y ,  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  in e r t i a ,  t e ch n o lo g y ,  ag ing ,  popu la t ion  

d e n s i ty ,  and  a e s t h e t i c s .  These  fo rces ,  over  th e  c o u r s e  of  t i m e ,  in f lu e n c e  

t h e  d ec i s io n s  t h a t  peop le  m a k e  as t h e y  go a b o u t  o rg an iz in g  th e  p l a c e  in 

w h ich  th e y  l ive.  It is to  t h e s e  fo rces ,  th e n ,  t h a t  I shal l  look fo r  e x p l a n a 

t ion  of  t h e  phys ica l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a t  ou r  s i t e .
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CH APTE R NOTES

In seek ing  to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  p rocess  of  building an e n v i ro n m e n t ,  I have 
found th e  fo l lowing works  e spec ia l ly  helpful:  Thom as  3. S ch le re th ,  
A r t i f a c t s  and  th e  A m e r i c a n  P a s t  (Nashvil le ,  1981); R.  3. 3ohns ton,
Spati a l  S t r u c t u r e s  (New York,  1973); 3ohn Br inckerhof f  3ackson,  
N ecess i ty  fo r  Ruins  (A m hers t ,  1980); and Theodore  H ershberg ,  "The New 
Urban  H is to ry ;  T ow ard  an  In te rd i sc ip l inary  His to ry  of  the  C i ty , "  3ournal  
of  Urban  H is to ry  (Nov.  1978), pp. 3 -  40.

2 Samuel 3us t ic  McKinley,  "The E conom ic  His to ry  of  P o r t s m o u th ,  New 
H am psh i re  f r o m  Its F i r s t  S e t t l e m e n t  to  1830" (Ph.D. d i s s e r ta t io n ,
H arv a rd  U n ive rs i ty ,  1931).

^ R ock in g h am  C o u n ty  Deeds ,  138:159, 169:83.



CH A P T E R  II

THE TOWN

Ear ly in t h e  s u m m e r  of  1630, a f t e r  hav ing s to p p ed  f a r  sou th  a t  

P lym ou th ,  an  English ship m a d e  i ts  way up th e  P i s c a t a q u a  River  in 

s e a r c h  of  a  s u i t a b le  p la c e  for  s e t t l e m e n t .  The  men and  w om en  aboard  

w e re  no t  th e  f i r s t  English to e n t e r  th e s e  w a te r s .  For  m any  y e a r s  e xp lo r 

er s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e rm e n  had v is i t ed  th e  P i s c a t a q u a  to  ob se rv e ,  r e c o rd  

and p a r t a k e  of the  a b u n d a n t  r e s o u rces  of th e  p lace .  Some seven  years  

e a r l i e r  David Thompson had e s tab l i s h ed  a  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  th e  m ou th  of the  

r ive r ,  while  a London f i shm onge r ,  Edw ard  Hi l ton ,  had e s tab l i s h ed  a n o t h e r  

e ig h t  mi les  upriver.^-

Those who a r r ive d  in 1630 c a m e  under  t h e  ausp ice s  of  the  Lacon ia  

C om p a n y ,  a  g roup  of  London m e r c h a n t s  and  g e n t l e m e n  who hoped  to 

es tab l i sh  a r ich  fur  t r a d e  n ea r  L ake  C h am p la in  and Lake  O n ta r io .  They 

chose  t h e  P i s c a t a q u a  as  th e i r  base  of  o p e ra t io n s  in t h e  be l ie f  t h a t  the  

lakes  could  be r e a c h e d  by sai l ing  up th e  r iver .  In add i t ion  to  fur  they  

hoped for  p ro f i t a b l e  r e t u r n s  in f ish ,  t im b e r ,  c a t t l e ,  w ine  and m inera l s .

B e fo re  p ro f i t s  could be m ade ,  th e  a g e n t s  of th e  co m p a n y  had to  

e s tab l i sh  s e t t l e m e n t s  and  build s h e l t e r s .  They chose  t h r e e  s i te s .  One  

was  Thom pson ' s  p la n ta t io n ,  Thompson hav ing  moved  to  M a s sa c h u s e t t s  Bay.  

A n o th e r  w as  tw e lv e  mi les  upr iver  a t  a  p la c e  ca l led  N e w i tc h a w a n ic k ,  now 

South  Berw ick .  The th i rd  was  a b o u t  t h r e e  mi les  f rom  th e  r i v e r ' s  m ou th  

a t  a  s i t e  t h e y  ca l l e d  S t r aw b ery  Banke (F igure  3).

The c h o i c e  of  this  th i rd  s i t e  was th e  f i r s t  of  many  dec is ions  t h a t  

would lead,  o ve r  th e  co u r s e  of  a  c e n t u ry ,  to  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a  c o m p a c t  

c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  th e re .  Tha t  such  an a r e a  should deve lop  over  t i m e  is no

13
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surpr ise .  A loca t ion  n ea r  th e  m outh  of  a  m a jo r  r ive r  in an e conom y  

based  on w a te r b o r n  t r a d e  m us t  inev i tab ly  b e c o m e  a  po r t .  Indeed,  th e  

in h a b i t a n t s  t h e m s e lv e s  re c o g n iz e d  this  when they  c h an g e d  the  na m e  of 

th e i r  c o m m u n i t y  in 1653 to  P o r t s m o u th ,  "a n a m e  m o s t  su i tab le  for  this  

p lace ,  i t  be ing th e  R iv e r ' s  mouth  and as good [harbor]  as  any in this  

land

But th e  p rec i se  loca t ion  of  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  w ith in  th e  to t a l  

c o m m u n i ty  and th e  t im ing  of  i ts  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  no t  in ev i tab le .  The 

process  of  popula t ion  g ro w th  and land division,  and th e  spa t i a l  d i s t r ibu t ion  

of c e r t a i n  e c o n o m ic  and po l i t i c a l  func t ions ,  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  in i t ia l  s i t e  of  

s e t t l e m e n t  would not  be t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  of th e  c o m m u n i ty  unti l  

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry .

The na m e  "S t raw bery  Banke" is one of  th e  few  c lues  we h ave  as 

to  the  n a t u r e  of  th e  s i t e  a t  th e  t im e  of s e t t l e m e n t .  A pp a ren t ly  it 

was  co v e re d  w i th  wild b e r ry  bushes ,  ind ica t ing  t h a t  it  was  no t  heav i ly  

f o r e s t e d  and  hen ce  did n o t  need  much c l ea r in g  b e f o r e  p lan ting .  The 

be r r ie s  also sugges t  t h a t  th e  land was a ra b l e ,  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n s id e ra t io n  

for  t h e  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s .  Its loca t ion  on a r is e  of g round over looking  th e  

r iver  p rovided  an im p o r t a n t  v a n t a g e  for  observ ing  o t h e r  v is i tors  to  the  

reg ion.  A smal l  cove  just  to  the  south  of  th e  chosen  s i t e  possibly p rovided  

a  s a f e  anchorage.'"* Thus,  in t h e  absence  of  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  expla in ing  

th e  c h o ice  of  this  s i t e  for  s e t t l e m e n t ,  we can  reasonab ly  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  

n a t u r a l  e n v i ro n m e n t  had a s t rong  in f luence  on th e  dec ision.

We do not  know how quickly the  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  S t r a w b e ry  Banke  was  

e s tab l i shed .  The  e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  to  a house  is in a  l e t t e r  f rom the  

L acon ia  p ro p r ie to r s  to A m brose  Gibbons,  who was in c h a r g e  of  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  

a t  N ew i tc h a w a n ic k .  On D e c e m b e r  5, 1632 they  in fo rm ed  Gibbons t h a t  "we 

have c o m m i t t e d  th e  cho ice  c a r e  of our house a t  P a s c a t t a w a y  to  Mr. G odf r ie
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and w r i t t e n  un to  Mr. [Thom as]  W anne r ton  to  t a k e  c a r e  of our  house  a t  

S t r a w b e ry  b a n c k e ." ^  The  house  a t  " P a s c a t t a w a y "  was  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  

one bu il t  by David Thompson.  In Ju ly  of 1633 Gibbons w r o t e  back  to  

t h e  p r o p r ie to r s  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  "Mr.  W anner ton  ha th  th e  c h a r g e  of th e  

house a t  P a s c a t a w a ,  an h a t h  w i th  him William C ooper ,  R a f e  G ee ,  Roger  

Knight  and his w ife ,  Will iam D e r m i t ,  and on[e]  boy."^ It is no t  c l e a r  

w h e th e r  Gibbons  was  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  Thompson house or  th e  one a t  the  

Banke .  But th is  does  su g g es t  t h a t  by th e  s u m m e r  of 1633 t h e r e  was  a 

house a t  the  s i t e  and t h a t  a t  l e a s t  six peop ie  w e re  living th e r e ,  including 

a w om an  and a boy.

The house was  ca l l e d  a  " G r e a t  House",  ind ica t ing  t h a t  i t  had a majo r  

hal l  o r  room  in which  m o s t  a c t i v i t y  took p lace .  T he re  m a y  have  been  

o th e r  rooms.  The  house a t  N e w i tc h a w a n ic k  in 1633 had a  " G a r r e t t " ,  

a  "Middle C h a m b e r " ,  a  " G r e a t  House" (major  hall),  and a L i t t l e  R oom e ."

A m ap  p roduced  in t h e  1660s shows th e  G r e a t  House a t  S t r a w b e ry  Banke 

as it  s tood  th i r t y  yea r s  a f t e r  i ts  c o n s t ru c t io n :  a  la rge ,  tw o  s to ry  building,
O

with  gables  on th e  f a c a d e  of  th e  roof  and two ch imneys .

The G r e a t  House b e c a m e  th e  c e n t e r  of a  la rge  f a r m s t e a d  (F igure  4) 

s t r e t c h i n g  f rom  the  cove  to  t h e  sou th  to  a  l a rge  in le t  or c r e e k  to  the  no r th  

(Nor th  Mill Pond). In 1634 Gibbons r e p o r t e d  to  John  Mason,  one  of the  

p ro p r ie to r s ,  t h a t  "you h ave  a t  th e  G r e a t e  house 9 cow es ,  1 bull ,  4 ca lves  

of  th e  la s t  y ea r ,  and 9 of  th is  yea rs ;  t h e y  prove very  wel l ,  f a r r e  b e t t e r  

th a n  ev e r  was  e x p e c t e d . B y  th e  end  of  1635 the  L ac o n ia  C om p a n y  had 

dissolved  and  Mason,  who p e r s i s t e d  th e  longes t  w ith  th e  v e n t u re ,  was  dead .  

Y e t  t h e  G r e a t  House  p r o p e r ty  c o n t in u e d  to  be used by W anne r ton .  S om e

t i m e  b e fo re  1652 he sold the  p ro p e r ty ,  for  in t h a t  yea r  it  is de sc r ib e d  as 

" fo rm al ly  Thomas  W an n e r to n ' s  t o g e t h e r  w ith  all t h e  Buildings,  Ed i f f ices ,  

o u t  houses ,  Barns,  g a rdens ,  o rcha rds ,  y a rd s ,  f f en ces ;  al so  six a c r e s  of
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Figure  4. Con jec tu ra l  view of the  G re a t  House f a rm s te a d ,  c i rc a  1650, (drawing by Molly 
McDonald,  cour te sy  S trawbery  Banke,  Inc.).



broken up Ground and Ten A cres  of Marsh nea r  a d j o i n i n g . " ^  In 16S5 G eorge  

Walton,  who was  then  a g e  70 and had been  in t h e  a r e a  a b o u t  50 yea rs ,  r e ca l led  

t h a t  " those  lands in P o r t s m o u th  ca l led ,  bo th  now and f o rm e r l y ,  S t r a w b e r ry  

Bank,  w e re  the  p lan t ing  grounds  and p a s tu r e  belong ing to  th e  g r e a t  house a t  

S t r a w b e r ry  Bank,  w h e re in  Thom as  W anner ton  did in h a b i t . T h u s  for  a t  l e a s t  

tw o  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  th e  G r e a t  House p ro p e r ty  fu n c t io n e d  as a  s ingle  

a g r i c u l tu r a l  uni t .  Our s i t e ,  t h e  a r e a  we will be studying  in d e ta i l ,  was  a t  this  

t i m e  s imply  a  p a r t  of this  f a rm in g  c om plex ,  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  th e  G r e a t  House 

and th e  cove.

In th e  a b s e n c e  of  e s tab l i s h ed  a u t h o r i t y  fo l lowing the  d e a t h  of Mason the  

inhab i tan t s ,  who w ere  growing in num ber  and s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  the a r e a ,  fo rm ed  

th e i r  own g o v e rn m e n t ,  g r a n t e d  land to  th e m s e lv e s ,  r e g u la t e d  th e  use of r e 

sources ,  and began  to  build a c o m m u n i ty .  About 1640 th e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a g lebe 

a d j a c e n t  to  the  G r e a t  House  p roper ty ,  and  they  buil t  a  p a r sonage  with  a chape l  

" t h e r e t o  u n i t e d . " 1 2  The se le c t io n  of a  loc a t ion  n ea r  the  G r e a t  House sugges ts  

t h a t  th e  inha b i tan t s  saw th e  a r e a  as c e n t r a l  to  th e i r  c o m m u n i ty .  H owever ,  in 

less  than  tw e n ty  yea rs  th e y  chose  a new s i te  f a r t h e r  to  t h e  south ,  ind ica t ing  

a  sh i f t  in the  way th e  to w n  was  spa t ia l ly  o r g a n i z e d . ^

In e f f e c t ,  t h e  use of  the  G r e a t  House p ro p e r ty  for  f a rm in g  and  th e  c r e 

a t ion  of  the  G lebe  nea rby  p r e e m p te d  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of th e  a r e a  as a  popula 

t ion c e n t e r .  The s e rv a n t s  who had been  s e n t  by th e  L acon ia  C om p a n y  to  work 

on i ts  lands and o th e r s  who c a m e  a t  th e i r  own ex p en se  bu il t  houses  e l s e w h e r e . ^  

Some lived on d ispe rsed  f a rm s ,  o th e rs  in smal l  h a m le t s  or neighborhoods .  The 

f i r s t  popula t ion  c l u s t e r s  w e r e  lo c a ted  to  t h e  sou th  of t h e  G r e a t  House  along 

S ag am o re  C re e k ,  on G r e a t  Island, and nea r  a  mill buil t  by John  P icke r ing  in 

1658 (F igure 5).

The la rg e s t  c lu s t e r  of  buildings a p p e a re d  on G r e a t  Island a t  the  very  

e n t r a n c e  to  the  harbor .  Dur ing  the 1650s t h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  " lo t t s  g r a n te d  

of  an a c r e e  of land . . .upon  the  g r e a t  Island for house  lo t t s . "  Each  lot had



-rue

G  ft S A T  
n o o s e .

MILL 
DAM

PLAlrt S

GPGA T  
r S L A H D

o

LI T T LS  
rfArti-oA AT LAMT1C. 

O C .£ A N

Po p u l a t i o n  c l u s t €R5

F i g u r e  5 .  P o p u l a t i o n  C l u s t e r s  in P o r t s m o u t h ,  c i r c a  1 6 6 0 .



a b o u t  t h r e e  poles of  w a t e r f r o n t a g e ,  or f i f t y  f e e t ,  and  a t  c o n v e n ie n t  in t e rv a l s

roads  w e re  l e f t  b e t w e e n  lo t s  to  p rov ide  a c c e s s  to  t h e  w a t e r  by o t h e r s . ' " ’

C le a r ly  t h e s e  lo ts  w e re  in te n d e d  fo r  use by people  involved in fishing or

t r a d e .  As t r a d e  deve loped  i t was  inc reas ing ly  possib le for  an a r t i s a n  or

m a r in e r  to  su rv ive  on an a c r e  of  land ,  ea rn in g  enough th rough  his o c cu p a t io n

to  p u rch as e  m o s t  of  t h e  food  and o t h e r  goods n eeded  to  suppo r t  a  fami ly .

The  f ishing industry th r iv e d ,  and  th e  t i m b e r  t r a d e  g rew  s tead i ly ,  w i th  t r a d e r s

finding inc reas ing  p ro f i t s  in shipping m a s t s ,  boards ,  s t a v e s ,  c l apboa rds  and

I 6shingles to  A t l a n t i c  po r ts .  This g ro w th  fed  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of non

f a rm in g  o ccu p a t io n s ,  e spec ia l ly  on G r e a t  Island.  By the  mid-1660s the  

P o r t s m o u th  s e l e c t m e n  w e r e  s e t t i n g  o f f  sm al l  lots  sp ec i f i ca l ly  for  t r a d e s 

men on G r e a t  Is land,  and m any  who w e re  e n t i t l e d  to  c o m m o n  lands w ere  

req u es t in g  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e i r  div idend be a one  a c r e  lot on t h e  i s l a n d . ' ^

This d i s t r ib u t io n  of  s m a l l  p a r c e l s  on G r e a t  Is land co inc ided  with  the  

division of  c o m m o n  lands,  in m uch  la rg e r  unit s ,  e l s e w h e r e  in the  town.

In 1661 th e  town div ided m o s t  of  th e  r e m a in in g  c o m m o n s  am ong  those

who had been  inha b i tan t s  b e f o r e  1657, th e i r  sons over  21 (or under  if

18m arr i ed ) ,  and th e i r  d a u g h te r s  over  18 w h e t h e r  m a r r i e d  or not .  Thus,

whi le  t h e r e  was  an inc re as ing  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  popula t ion  in one p a r t  of

th e  c o m m u n i ty ,  t h e r e  was a l so  a  d ispers ion  in to  o t h e r  pa r t s .

In 1655 when  i t c a m e  t i m e  to  c hoose  th e  s i t e  for  a  new m e e t in g  house

th e  to w n  sough t  a  loca t ion  c lo se r  to  G r e a t  Island,  bu t  not  on th e  is land

it se l f .  A l though  th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of popula t ion  was  g r e a t e s t  th e r e ,  the

sp read  of  s e t t l e m e n t  e l s e w h e r e  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  m a jo r i ty  of peop le  lived

on th e  ma in land .  The  s i t e  chosen  was  n e a r  P ick e r in g ' s  mill dam ,  lo c a te d

b e t w e e n  th e  G r e a t  House  and  G r e a t  Is land and a c c e s s a b l e  by land for  m os t

I 9i nha b i tan t s  and by f e r ry  for  those  on th e  island. This loca t ion  s eem s  a

logical  onq but  i ts  c h o ice  m a y  h ave  been  in f luenced  by P ick e r in g ' s  pos i t ion



21

20as head  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  to  s e l e c t  th e  new loca tion .  A t  any r a t e ,

i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  focus  r e m a i n e d  a w a y  f rom  th e  G r e a t  House.

By this  t i m e  th e  G r e a t  House  had b e c o m e  the  p ro p e r ty  of John

and R ic h a rd  C u t t ,  tw o  f i s h e rm e n  who had  c o m e  f rom England som e  te n  

21
yea r s  e a r l i e r .  In t i m e  e a c h  would  hold i m p o r t a n t  town of f ices ;  in 1680

an "old and  in f i rm"  John C u t t  would  b e c o m e  th e  f i r s t  p r e s id en t  of  t h e  new

Royal  P ro v in c e  of  New H a m p s h i re .  But  fo r  th e  m o m e n t  th e  C u t t  b ro th e r s

w e r e  m a r in e r s ,  dea l ing  in f ish ,  inves t ing  th e i r  p ro f i t s  in land,  and expanding

22t h e i r  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e ra t io n s  into t i m b e r  and  o th e r  c o m m o d i t i e s .

The b ro th e r s  divided th e i r  p r o p e r ty  and deve loped  it in suppor t  of

23th e i r  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e rp r i s e s .  They  m ay  have  lived in th e  G r e a t  House 

a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  th e y  soon bu il t  new er  houses  n e a r  the  c r e e k  to  th e  nor th  

(Nor th  Mill Pond),  which b e c a m e  known as C u t t ' s  C r e e k  (F igure  6 ) .  They 

c e n t e r e d  t h e i r  o p e ra t io n  in t h a t  a r e a .  The  G r e a t  House con t inued  to  

func t ion  as a  f a r m ,  pe rhaps  occup ied  by a  s e r v a n t  or  f r iend .

B e tw e e n  1655 and  1675 th e  C u t t s  c o n t in u e d  to  f a rm  th e  land,  p l a n t 

ing in th e  " g r e a t  f ield ,"  and m a in ta in in g  o rc h a rd s ,  g a rdens  and p as tu re s .  

Corn  f rom th e  f ield was t a k e n  to  a mil l they  bu il t  on t h e  nor th  c r e e k ,  

and f rom  t h e r e  m ea l  was  t a k e n  to  a bakehouse .  R ic h a rd  C u t t  also buil t  

a  b rew house ,  providing a n o t h e r  use for  th e  g ra in  he  g rew .  This p roduce  

nour ished not  only th e i r  f a m i l i e s  bu t  al so th e  m any  people  who worked  

for  t h e m ,  inc luding the i r  s e r v a n t s ,  b lack  and  w h i te ,  and th e  f i s h e rm e n  a t  

th e i r  w a rehouses  on S ta r  Is land and  S m u t ty n o s e ,  a t  t h e  Isles of  Shoals.

C a t t l e ,  fed  with  hay f rom  th e  S t r a w b e ry  Banke m arsh ,  also provided  

food fo r  those  who depended  on th e  C u t t s .  Sa l ted  b e e f  could  be s to r e d  

in one  of  t h e  w arehouses  bu il t  n e a r  th e  r ive r  and  used to  provision ships 

a t  th e  w ha rves .  Meanwhile the cow hides w e re  t a nned  a t  t h e  t a n y a r d  on 

the  c r e e k .
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O th e r  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  f a r m s t e a d s  included a  s m i th  shop,  a  windmill  on 

th e  top  of  a  hill,  wood f ie lds ,  and  a g r a v e y a rd .  In addi t ion ,  eac h  of  the  

b ro th e r s  owned la rge  t r a c t s  of woodland  e l se w h e re  in P o r t s m o u th  and in 

ne ighboring  to w ns ,  and th e y  o p e r a t e d  a saw mill on the  c r e e k .  Thus a t  

thi s  t i m e  S t ra w b e ry  Banke s e rv e d  as an a g r i c u l tu r a l  base  for a  c o m m e r c i a l  

o p e ra t io n  involving th e  e x p o r t  of  t i m b e r  and f ish.

Under C u t t  ow nersh ip  th e  e a r l i e s t  f e a t u r e s  of w h a t  would be,  in the  

n ex t  c e n t u r y ,  a  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  began  to e m e rg e .  A highway,  l i t t l e  

m ore  than  a  p a th ,  leading f rom  th e  C u t t  f a rm s  pas t  the  m in i s t e r ' s  house  

to  the  m e e t in g  house n ea r  t h e  sou th  mil l dam  would som eday  be P le a s a n t  

S t r e e t .  A n o th e r  running o u t  to  t h e  head  of  C u t t ' s  C re e k  would b e c o m e  

Isl ington Road .  The p la ce  w h e re  th e y  c rossed ,  nea r  the  g r e a t  f ie ld ,  would

someday  be ca l led  M a rk e t  Square .

N ear  this  c ro s s ro ad s ,  in th e  1660s and 1670s the  b ro th e r s  sold

sev e ra l  p a rce l s  of  land to  f r iends  and re l a t iv e s .  R ichard  sold land f ron t ing

on or  n ea r  th e  road  t h a t  ran  f rom  th e  c ro s s roads  up to his house (M arke t

S t r e e t ) . ^  John  sold lots  to  his "Kinsman"  Rueban  Hull and to  o th e rs  along

the  road  t h a t  div ided  th e  G r e a t  House  p r o p e r ty  f rom land of R ic h a rd ' s  son-

25in- law,  C a p t a in  Thom as  Danie l  (Danie l  S t r e e t ) .  Thus,  in the  m ids t  of  la rge 

f a r m s t e a d s  t h e r e  a p p e a re d  a  num b e r  of  houses  on sm a l le r  house lo ts ,  s i t u a t e d  

along  tw o  c o u n t ry  roads .  F igu re  6 i l lu s t r a t e s  this  a r r a n g e m e n t .

This p a rce l l ing  m a rks  t h e  beg inning of  a  sh i f t  in popula t ion  tow ard  th e  

G r e a t  House ,  or th e  "Banke" as t h e  a r e a  was  then  ca l led .  The  locat ion  

along the  r ive r  was  well  s u i t e d  for  the  t r a n s h i p m e n t  of  goods b e tw e e n  ocea n  

going vesse ls  and  s m a l l e r  r iv e r  c r a f t ;  hen ce  as th e  C u t t s '  t r ad e  inc reased  

so too  did th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  for  individuals  to  p r a c t i c e  non - fa rm ing  o ccupa t ions .  

The  p rocess  was  g radua l ,  w i th  John and R ic h a rd  C u t t  slowly finding m ore  

value in sel l ing house lo t s  than  in using the  land for a g r ic u l tu re .  R ichard  died



in 1675 and John in 1680, by which t i m e  ab o u t  tw e n ty  p e r c e n t  of  th e  tow n 's  popu-

26ia t ion  l ived a t  t h e  Banke,  a s  opposed  to  t h i r t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  on G r e a t  Island.

In his will John  C u t t  a u t h o r i z e d  his o v e r s e e r s  "for  t h e  peopl ing of the  

p lace  to  sel l  any  p a r t  o f  th e  g r t .  house f ield in to  house  l o t s . "27 So the  

process  c o n t in u ed ,  b u t  s t i l l  s lowly.  By th e  ea r ly  1690s our a r e a  im m e d ia te ly  

to  th e  sou th  of  th e  G r e a t  House was  st i l l  i n t a c t ,  used as a  f ield  and o rcha rd .

But in the  d e c a d e  of t h e  n in e t ie s  t h e r e  was  a b u r s t  of d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and by 

1700, w h e re  no houses  had s tood ,  t h e r e  w e re  many .

In 1693 G r e a t  Island s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  P o r t s m o u th  and  b e c a m e  the  town 

of N e w c a s t l e .  The people  t h e r e  had d e m a n d e d  th e i r  own m e e t in g  house, 

one t h a t  did not  r e q u i r e  a  b o a t  r ide  to  r e a c h . 2^ This co inc ided  with  the  

rap id  division of land in the  v ic in i ty  of th e  G r e a t  House,  leav ing the  Banke 

the  unques t ioned  c e n t e r  of popula t ion  and c o m m e r c e  in P o r t s m o u th  by the  

end of the  c e n t u r y .

T h a t  is, i t  was  unques t ioned  by al l bu t  a few. The  p rocess  of sh if t ing  

of popu la t ion  t h a t  had  cau s ed  th e  loc a t ion  of the  m e e t in g  house  to  move 

f ro m  the  Banke to  th e  Mill Dam in th e  1650s, now worked  to  m ove  i t 

back .  The  m a jo r i t y  of  in h a b i t a n t s  f a v o re d  such a move b u t  they  w e re  

opposed  by a s ig n i f i c a n t  m inor i ty ,  led by th e  second  John  P icke r ing  who had 

inhe r i ted  the  mil l f r o m  his f a t h e r . 29

P icke r ing ,  of  cou rse ,  had  good reason  to  oppose a move .  The Mill Dam 

lo ca t ion  pu t  his p ro p e r ty  a t  th e  symbolic  c e n t e r  of  town. P ick e r in g  had 

held m any  town o f f i c e s ,  so t h e  loca t ion  se rved  him well  po l i t ic a l ly .  The 

people  who w e re  buying house lo ts  f rom the  C u t t  hei rs  w e re  n e w c o m e r s  for 

t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  and the i r  g rowing num ber  was a t h r e a t  to  P ick e r in g ' s  po li t i ca l  

b a s e . W h e n  th e y  proposed  t h a t  th e  m e e t in g  house lo c a t io n  be  moved,

P ic k e r in g ' s  r e sponse  was  to d e fen d  the  Mill Dam s i t e  v eh e m e n t ly .

In June ,  1707 t h e r e  was  a town m e e t in g  a t  which a  g roup  of



people a t t e m p t e d  to have  the  town vo te  in favor  of a new m e e t in g  house

s i te .  P icke r ing  and o th e r s  com pla ine d  t h a t  of th e  t w e n t y  men who w a n te d

the  move,  less than  f ive had b een  of f ic ia l ly  a c c e p t e d  as inha b i tan t s .  They

also a rgued  t h a t  m os t  of  t h e m  had been in t h e  town for less than  t e n  or

31tw e lve  yea r s ,  hence  w e re  u n f i t  t o  m a ke  such  a decision .  A pparen t ly  

th is  a r g u m e n t  c a r r i e d ,  or  th e  issue was not  pressed ,  beca use  no f u r th e r  

a c t io n  was  t a k e n  a t  the  t im e .

The  is sue  a rose  again in S e p te m b e r ,  1711 when the  town vo ted  in favor  

of  building a  new m e e t in g  house  in the  c o r n e r  of the  m in is te r ' s  f ie ld ,  w he re  

the  road  f ro m  th e  Mill D am  m e t  th e  road  to  Islington.  The vo te  was 65 in

favor ,  45 a g a i n s t .T h e  c o m m i t t e e  to  o v e r s e e  c o n s t ru c t io n  included seve ra l

32p ro m in en t  t r a d e r s  who l ived a t  the  Banke.

Two years  l a t e r  the  new house was a lm o s t  c o m p le t e .  But  P icke r ing  

took the  oppo r tu n i ty  of  a  spec ia l  town m e e t in g ,  ca l led  a t  the  d e a t h  of a 

s e l e c tm a n ,  to  t ry  to  undo w h a t  had been done.  On S e p te m b e r  9, 1713 

the  town m e t  to  e l e c t  a  new s e l e c tm a n .  P icke r ing ,  who was chosen  

m o d e ra to r  of  th e  m e e t in g ,  was  e l e c t e d  as s e l e c tm a n  by a vo te  of 62 to 

57. The  o t h e r  four s e l e c t m e n  d i s sen ted  c la im ing  t h a t  P icke r ing  could  not  

s e rve  as s e l e c t m a n  since  he  was  a l re ady  serv ing  as an assessor .  Whereupon 

" th e r e  was  a  g r e a t  t u m u l t  and  th e  M odera to r  p ro cee d ed  to put  to v o te  

things  C o n t r a ry  to  N o t i fy ca t io n . "  The J u s t i c e s  of  th e  P e a c e  d issolved  the  

m e e t in g ,  bu t  P icke r ing  p e r s i s ted  with  th e  vo te s  and took  th e  m inu tes  h im se lf .  

Those who re m a in e d  vo te d  t h a t  t h e  "old m e e t in g  house" would co n t in u e  as 

the  town m e e t in g  house fo re v e r ,  to  be rep a i r ed  or  rebu il t  a t  i ts p r e s e n t  

loca t ion ,  and t h a t  th e  g le b e  land would be for  th e  use of th e  m in i s t e r  of 

t h a t  house and not  th e  new one.  P icke r ing  c losed  th e  minu tes  by c la im ing

t h a t  " the  a fo re s a id  E n te red  Votes w ere  P a s t  in t h e  a fo resa id  Town M eet ing

33by the  Major i ty  of the  Inhab i t an ts  Legaly."



All was  for  nought,  for  the  n e x t  town m e e t in g ,  on F eb ru a ry  20, 1714,

34was  held a t  " the  new m e e t in g  House."  D ispu tes  o ve r  suppo r t  for  two

m in is te r s ,  one a t  th e  old and  one  a t  the  new m e e t in g  house,  co n t in u e d  o f f

and on unti l  1738, when  t h e  G e n e ra l  C o u r t  of  t h e  P ro v in ce  f inal ly passed

a  law ca l l ing  for  suppor t  to  be c o l l e c t e d  by th e  s e l e c t m e n  and equal ly  

35divided .  But th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  th e  new m e e t in g  house,  even tua l ly  

ca l led  t h e  N or th  M ee t ing  House ,  and th e  holding of  town m e e t in g s  t h e r e  

f rom  1714 on,  f i rmly  e s tab l i s h ed  the  Banke as t h e  symbol ic  and c o m m e r c i a l  

c e n t e r  of  th e  town.

The sh i f t  in popu la t ion  and c o m m e r c e  to  the  Banke had a  d r a m a t i c  

a f f e c t  upon our s i te .  During the  de c a d e  of  t h e  1690s John C u t t ' s  he i rs  

t r a n s f o r m e d  it and the  sur rounding  a r e a  f rom  fie lds and o rc h a rd  to  house lo ts  

and  s t r e e t s .  In the  n ex t  c h a p t e r  we will e x a m in e  th e  land division and  th e  

o rg a n iz a t io n  of  sp a c e  w ith in  t h e  s i t e .  H ere  we will  look a t  th e  s i t e  as  a 

unit  in th e  c o n t e x t  of  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  whole  town.

O ver  th e  cou rse  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  tw o  p ro cesse s  of sp a t i a l

o rg a n iz a t io n  w ere  underw ay  t h a t  had d i r e c t  i m p a c t  on t h e  s i t e .  One was 

the  s e lec t io n  of  c e r t a i n  loca t ions  for  c e r t a i n  fu n c t io n s  and th e  e m e r g e n c e  

of  a  sy s t e m  of s t r e e t s  to  link th ose  loca t ions .  Tow nspeople ,  a c t in g  individu

al ly or  as  a  group ,  m a d e  such  dec is ions  as t h e  need  a ro s e ,  in re sponse  to 

i m m e d i a t e  e c o n o m ic  and  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  condi t ions .  T h e re  was  no p re c o n c e iv e d  

plan for th e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  space ;  th e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  e m e r g e d  r e s u l t e d  f rom 

th e  a c c u m u la t io n  of  n um e rous  individual  a c t s .

The second  p roces s  involved th e  ways in which  people  p e rc e iv e d  the

town and the i r  a t t e m p t s  to  de f ine  th e  s p a t i a l  s y s t e m  they  c r e a t e d .  By 

giving a b s t r a c t  fo rm to  t h e  p lace  th rough maps  and n a m e s  and by a t t a c h i n g  

s ign i f i cance  to  c e r t a i n  loca t ions ,  they  gave  de f in i t ions  to  the town.  For



th e  mos t  p a r t  this  was a c a s u a l  p rocess ,  a  de f in i t ion  im p l ic i t  in the  

language  used  to  d es c r ib e  a  p lace .  It was  no t  unti l  t h e  1770s t h a t  the  

town was la rge  and  c o m p lex  enough  to  r e q u i r e  fo rm a l ,  e x p l i c i t  desc r ip t ion .  

Whether  im p l ic i t  or exp l ic i t ,  t h e  def in i t ions  provided  a  f r a m e w o r k  within 

which people  lived and m a d e  decisions .

As th e s e  tw o  p rocesses  o ccu re d ,  th e  ro le  of  our s i t e  with in  th e  

sy s tem  evo lved .  A t  f i r s t  i t  was  one am ong  many  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  under  

d ev e lo p m en t .  By th e  1760s i t  had e m e r g e d  as a  p a r t  of  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  

c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a .  A t  th e  end of th e  c e n t u r y  i t  could  st i l l  c l a im  t h a t  

posi t ion,  b u t  by 1820 it  had  fa l l en  f rom p ro m in e n c e  as c o m m e r c e  sh i f ted  

to  o th e r  sec t ions .  By 1850, as  an old w a t e r f r o n t  ne ighborhood ,  it  played  

only a sm al l  role in the  eco n o m y  of t h e  town.

In the  beginning,  m a r i t i m e  c o m m e r c e ,  as  t h e  e c o n o m ic  base  for  l i fe 

in th e  growing  town,  was t h e  func t ion  t h a t  m os t  d e t e r m i n e d  the  a r r a n g e 

m e n t  of  space .  Dur ing  th e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m e rc h a n t s  

and a r t i s a n s  bu il t  houses,  w harves ,  s to r e s  and  w arehouses  along th e  w a t e r 

f ro n t ,  s t r e t c h in g  a lm o s t  con t inous ly  f rom  sou th  of  t h e  Mill D am  to  the

Nor th  C re e k .  These  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  had th e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of

36popula t ion  and  a c t iv i t y .  The  to w n  did n o t  focus  on one  c e n t r a l  p lace .

People  th o u g h t  of  th e i r  town as being  on th e  r iver  and o r i e n t e d  t h e m s e lv e s

accord ing ly .  For e x a m p le ,  the  s t r e e t  a t  th e  head  of  S am ue l  Hil l ' s  p ro p e r ty

was d esc r ibed  as t h e  "highway a t  th e  back  of  Sam ue l  Hil l ' s  land;" t h e  o th e r

37end f a c e d  th e  w a te r .

When app roach ing  by land,  one e n t e r e d  th e  Banke a t  th e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of  t h e  main  road  f rom  the  w es t  and sou th ,  t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  G lebe .  In 

1703 a s to c k a d e  ran  im m ed ia te ly  to the  w e s t  of  th is  po in t  and local  t r ad i t io n  

c l a im s  t h e r e  was  a f o r t  e r e c t e d  th e r e .  This p laced  th e  in t e r s e c t i o n  just 

with in  th e  p r o t e c t e d  a re a .  L a t e r  in the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  this  s i t e  would



b e c o m e  th e  c e n t e r  of  to w n ,  but  a t  t h e  beginning of  th e  c e n t u r y  it  was

38th e  " e n t r a n c e , "  providing a c c e s s  to  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  F igu re  7 i l lu s t r a t e s

this  a r r a n g e m e n t .

The  p r im acy  of  th e  w a t e r f r o n t  m e a n t  t h a t  as  a  s t r e e t  sy s t e m  deve loped

th e  main  s t r e e t s  w e re  th o s e  t h a t  ran  to w a rd  the  r iver .  J a m e s  G r a n t ' s  map,

published in 1771, gives a c l e a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n  (F igure  8).

The  main  s t r e e t s  w e re  t w e n t y  to  t h i r ty  f e e t  wide ,  p e r m i t t i n g  easy  and

40e f f i c i e n t  a c c e s s  to  th e  p la ce s  w h e re  t r a d e  occu re d .  Along th e se  s t r e e t s

one found no t  only th e  shops and homes  of  t r a d e r s  and m e rc h a n t s ,  bu t  

also t a v e rn s  w he re  business t r a n s a c t io n s  o f t e n  took p lace .

In c o n t r a s t ,  c ross  s t r e e t s  w e re  o f t e n  as na r row  as t e n  f e e t  and did 

no t  run in con t inous  ' ia&s.^l .Anyooe t rave l l ing  pa ra l le l  to  th e  r ive r  had to 

m a ke  a num b e r  of  tu rns  along nar row  s t r e e t s .  In t i m e  this  c o n t r i b u te d  to 

a  phys ical  and  p e r c e p tu a l  division of the  w a t e r f r o n t  into t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  par t s  

(F igure 9).

This division is e xp l ic i t  in th e  way t h e  town div ided i t se l f  for  tax

co l lec t ion .  Unti l  1719 th e  w a t e r f r o n t  was l i s ted in two p a r t s ,  viz.  t h e  Banke

and th e  Mill D am .  In t h a t  yea r  the  town divided th e  Banke i t se l f  in to  two

p a r t s ,  N or th  and  South ,  w i th  C r a f f o r d ' s  or G r a f f o r t ' s  Lane ,  which ran  f rom

th e  " e n t r a n c e "  e a s t e r l y  to  t h e  r iver ,  as  t h e  boundary  b e t w e e n  th e  two.  This

division r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s p read  of  popula t ion:  in 1719 th e  N or th  l is t  had 128

en t r i e s ;  t h e  South l is t ,  which  included p ro p e r t i e s  down to  th e  dam  s i t e ,  had

132 e n t r i e s ;  and th e  Mill D am  list ,  which c o v e re d  th e  a r e a  to  th e  sou th  of

42t h e  dam ,  had 124 en t r i e s .

This t h r e e  p a r t  division of  th e  t a x  list  c o n t in u ed  in to  t h e  n in e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  bu t  th e  n am es  given to  the  p a r t s  changed .  In 1761 th e  Mill Dam 

list was r e n a m e d  th e  South End list ,  so t h a t  for  the  nex t  s ix te en  yea r s  the 

t h r e e  p a r t s  w e re  ca l led  the  N or th ,  South,  and South End.  Then in 1777 the
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F ig u re  7. S pa t ia l  O rgan iza t ion ,  of  P o r t s m o u th ,  c i r c a  1700.
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Figure  8. Deta i l ,  "A P lan  of  P i s c a t a q u a  Harbor,, t h e  Town of P o r t s m o u th ,  
e t c . " ,  su rveyed  and d raw n  by J a m e s  G ra n t ,  1771.
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F igure  9. Spa t ia l  O rg a n iz a t io n  of  P o r t s m o u th ,  c i r c a  1770.



South l ist  was  r e n a m e d  th e  Middle l i s t ,  and so they  r e m a in e d  unti l  t h e

n e x t  c e n t u r y .  The  Middle l ist  was  th e  l a rg e s t  of  t h e  th re e ;  a  co u n t  in

1783 yields  254 e n t r i e s  on the  N or th  l ist ,  333 on th e  Middle,  and  172 on

43th e  South.

The way  in which th e  P o r t s m o u th  inhab i tan t s  d ivided  th e i r  town for

t a x  purposes  r e f l e c t s  t o  a  d e g re e  th e  way in which they  p e rce iv ed  th e

town to  be o rgan ized .  The South  End,  s e p a r a t e d  f rom  the  Banke by the

Mill Pond,  was c l e a r ly  a d i s t i n c t  a r e a  f rom the  beginning.  The w harves

th e r e  w e re  r e l a t iv e ly  sm al l  and s i t u a t e d  off  th e  main  r iver  channe l .  The

house lo ts  w e re  l a rg e r  and m ore  ru ra l  in n a t u r e  than  those  a t  the  Banke.

The co n t ro v e r sy  over  th e  new m e e t in g  house,  m o reo v e r ,  he lped  to  g ive  the

South  End a s e p e r a t e  iden t i ty .

The d i s t i n c t io n  b e t w e e n  the  Nor th  and Middle p a r t s  was less c l e a r

b eca use  th e  boundary  b e t w e e n  th e  two was not  a  physica l  b a r r ie r .  For

t a x  purposes  t h e  boundary  was  G r a f f o r t ' s  Lane ,  bu t  it is u n c e r t a in  why this

was  so. G r a f f o r t ' s  Lane  was  one of  the  f i r s t  s t r e e t s  to  run to  the  r iver ,

44and this  m ay  h ave  im p lan ted  the  notion  t h a t  i t  div ided  th e  w a t e r f r o n t .

On th e  o th e r  hand,  t h e  lane  in 1719 divided th e  num b e r  of  t a x a b le  p r o p e r t i e s  

a t  th e  Banke  a l m o s t  e x a c t ly  in ha l f ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  i ts  s e lec t io n  as a 

boundary  r e s u l t e d  f rom  i m m e d i a t e  cons ide ra t ions  of  e f f i c i e n t  t ax  co l lec t ion .

In e i t h e r  c a s e ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  by 1720 people  w e re  def in ing  

tw o  w a t e r f r o n t s  a t  the  Banke.  Each s ec t ion  deve loped  the  fac i l i t i e s  and 

a t t r a c t e d  r e s id e n t s  with  t h e  skills nece ssa ry  to  accom pl i sh  the  exch a n g e  of 

im por ts  and e x p o r t s .  Thus eac h  se rved  as a  c e n t r a l  p lace  for  c o m m e r c e .

The Middle s e c t io n ,  how ever ,  had the  l a rg e s t  w harves  and proved  to  be t h e  

p r im ary  c o m m e r c i a l  loca t ion .  Indeed,  by th e  1760s th e  main  r o u te  f rom 

Boston by-passed  th e  old e n t r a n c e  and ran  d i r e c t ly  up Middle Road,  Broad 

and Buck S t r e e t s  to  this  a r e a ,  w he re  S t a v e r ' s  Tavern ,  the  t e rm inus  of  the



Boston s t a g e ,  s t o o d . ^

The N or th  w a t e r f r o n t  lay on a  na r row  por t ion  of th e  r ive r ,  inhibi t ing 

t h e  g ro w th  of  l a rg e  w ha rves .  It was  well  su i ted ,  how ever ,  fo r  loca l  r iv e r  t r a f 

f ic .  For e x a m p le ,  th e  f e r r y  t h a t  r an  b e t w e e n  P o r t s m o u th  and  K i t t e r y ,  Maine,  

landed  t h e r e . ^  Also,  f a r m e r s  f rom  ru ra l  a r e a s  ac ross  and upr iver  b ro u g h t  

the i r  p ro d u ce  to  th e  Nor th  w a t e r f r o n t  w h e re  t h e  town,  in 1760, bu il t  i ts  

m a r k e t  h o u s e . ^  F inal ly ,  th e  n o r th  p a r t  of town e m e r g e d  as a  m a jo r  a r e a  

for  shipbuilding,  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of  th e  to w n 's  eco n o m y .  ^

C o n c u r r e n t  w i th  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  and de f in i t ion  of  tw o  d i s t i n c t  w a t e r 

f ro n t  a r e a s  was  the  expans ion  of  house lo ts  to  the  w es t .  In 1705 th e  inhabi

t a n t s  v o te d  to  d iv ide th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  f ie ld  and l e a se  lot s  to individuals  "for 

peopl ing th e  tow n."  They  used a grid p a t t e r n  to  c r e a t e  f i f t y -o n e  un i fo rm  

lots ,  r e s e rv in g  p la ce  for  "a M eet inghouse ,  C o u r t  house,  Alms house  and
ft Q

Burying p la ce ."  Each  lo t  was  r e c t a n g u la r ,  f i f t y  f e e t  f ron t ing  a s t r e e t  

and  e ig h ty  f e e t  deep .  As we shall  s ee  in t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  this  a r r a n g e m e n t  

of  sp a c e  c o n t r a s t s  sharp ly  with  our  ne ighborhood,  w h e re  th e  in f luence  of 

e c o n o m ic  and e n v i ro n m e n ta l  condi t ions  c au s ed  g r e a t  v a r i a t io n s  in lo t  s ize  

and a r r a n g e m e n t .

During th e  f i r s t  ha l f  of th e  e i g h te e n t h  c e n t u r y  many of  the  lo ts  in the  

m i n i s t e r ' s  f ield w e re  leased  and bu il t  upon. This had the  e f f e c t  of  sh i f t ing  

th e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t h a t  had b een  th e  e n t r a n c e  to  t h e  Banke in to  a m o r e  c e n 

t r a l  loca t ion .  G radua l ly  t h e  in t e r s e c t i o n  took  on a new ro le.  A f t e r  the  

c o n s t r u c t io n  of  the  new m e e t in g  house t h e r e  in 1714, it  b e c a m e  an i m p o r t 

a n t  public squa re  w he re  tow nspeop le  m e t .  It was  t h e r e  t h a t  the  m i l i t i a  

g a t h e r e d  fo r  t ra in ing ,  and for m o s t  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  ca l led  

the  P a rade . - ’® Its public s ig n i f i can ce  inc re a sed  in 1765 with  the  e r e c t io n  

of  the  Prov inc ia l  S t a t e  House in f r o n t  of  the  m e e t inghouse . - ’* Not



surpr is ingly ,  during po l i t ica l  c r is i s  such as t h a t  a s s o c i a t e d  with  the S ta m p  A c t

5?i t  s e rv ed  as a  loca t ion ,  a l b e i t  no t  t h e  only  one,  for  mass  p r o t e s t .

Tow nspeop le  c a m e  to  th ink  of th is  loc a t ion  as t h e  c e n t e r  of th e  bu il t  

up a r e a  of  town,  t h e  a r e a  th e y  ca l led  by 1768 the  " c o m p a c t  p a r t , "  as  dis- 

t ingh ished  f ro m  the  "out  s k i r t s . "-53 G r a n t ' s  map ,  d raw n  a f e w  yea r s  l a t e r ,  

c l e a r ly  d e f in e s  th is  p a r t  of  the  c o m m u n i t y  and  shows th e  m e e t in g h o u s e  a t  

t h e  c e n t e r .  Thus, by a b o u t  1770 th e  tow n sp eo p le  had r ec o g n iz e d  and d e 

f ined  s e v e ra l  ma jor  c o m p o n e n t s  of  th e  s p a t i a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  had t a k e n  shape ,  

including th e  bounds of  the  sy s t e m ,  i ts  c e n t e r ,  and t h r e e  s ec t io n s ,  th e  North ,  

Middle,  and  South.  F igure  9 r e p r e s e n t s  th i s  a r r a n g e m e n t .

Id en t i f i c a t io n  of th e s e  and o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t s  was ca sua l .  S t r e e t s ,  for  

e x a m p le ,  in i t ia l ly  r e c e iv e d  n am es  th rough  a s s o c ia t io n  with  c e r t a i n  p ro p e r t i e s ,  

such as " th e  s t r e e t  f rom  Col.  P a c k e r ’s . S o m e  s t r e e t s ,  in t im e ,  acqu i red  

n a m e s  w i th  local  s ign i f i cance ,  such as M as t  Lane  or  C happe l  S t r e e t .  But 

even  as  l a t e  as  1767 the  f i r s t  s t r e e t  to  be paved  in town,  l a t e r  ca l led  M arke t  

S t r e e t ,  was  d esc r ibe d  in town r eco rd s  as  th e  s t r e e t  le ad ing  f rom  the  sou the r ly  

c o rn e r  of  C a p t a in  Ben jamin  O d io rn e ' s  house to  the  M a rk e t  H o u s e . ^  Ap

p a re n t ly  i t  did no t  y e t  h ave  a c om m only  a c c e p t e d  p rope r  n a m e  which when 

used would c l e a r ly  d e f in e  i t .

In 1765 th e  town e s ta b l i s h e d  a  c o m m i t t e e  to  m e a s u r e  t h e  w id th  of  

s t r e e t s  and  give  p rope r  n a m e s  to  e a c h  one.  But it  was  n o t  unti l  1778 t h a t  

th e  to w n  produced  a plan of  th e  s t r e e t s  w i th  th e  n am es  of  e a c h  l i s t e d . ^

This was  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  th e  town gave  a consc ious  and  e xp l ic i t  de f in 

i t ion to  the s y s t e m  t h a t  had  deve loped .  We can  a s su m e ,  th e n ,  t h a t  by this  

t i m e  th e  s y s t e m  was  la rge  and c om plex  enough  to  r e q u i r e  s o m e  fo rm al  des 

c r ip t ion .

This s y s t e m  p laced  our  ne ighborhood in the  middle w a t e r f r o n t ,  the  

a r e a  of  g r e a t e s t  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t iv i t y .  Indeed,  the  l a rg e s t  w harves  w ere



t hose  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  in to  t h e  r ive r  f ro m  our s i t e .  But  th e  a r e a ' s  im p o r t a n c e  

was no t  l im i t ed  to  c o m m e r c e .  S t a v e r ' s  Tavern ,  for  e x a m p le ,  was  no t  only 

t h e  s t a g e  t e rm in u s  and a c o n v e n i e n t  p la ce  for  m e r c h a n t s  to  m e e t ,  b u t  was  

a lso  t h e  loc a t ion  for  Masonic m e e t in g s ,  t h e a t r i c a l  p e r fo rm a n c e s ,  and o th e r  

soc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s . S e v e r a l  p r o m in e n t  c i t i z e n s  l ived in th e  a r e a ,  including 

T heodore  Atk inson ,  P r e s id e n t  of  th e  G o v e rn o r ' s  Counci l ,  whose house s tood  

ac ro ss  t h e  s t r e e t  f rom  th e  t a v e r n . ^  Dur ing  th e  S tam p  A c t  cr is i s  local  

c i t i z e n s  ch o s e  t o  e r e c t  a  L i b e r ty  Pole  in th is  p a r t  of  town,  r a t h e r  than  on 

the  P a r a d e . ^

In e f f e c t ,  then ,  dur ing  the  1760s and 1770s our s i t e ,  as  p a r t  of the  

midd le  w a t e r f r o n t ,  was  a p ro m in e n t  p lace  in the  minds  of  the  in h a b i tan t s  

of  t h e  town.  Its posi t ion r e m a in e d  s e c u r e  th rough  ec o n o m ic  t roub les  caused  

by th e  R evo lu t ion  and into the  r e c o v e ry  of  the  1790s. Indeed,  by the  end 

of  the  c e n t u r y  m od e rn  c o m m e r c i a l  f ac i l i t i e s ,  in the  fo rm of the  P o r t s m o u th  

P ie r  and the  New H am psh i re  Hote l ,  gave  p rom ise  of  even  g r e a t e r  s ign i f icance  

for  the  a r e a .  The pier  and  ho te l  w e re  th e  r e s u l t s  of jo in t  s tock  ven tu re s ,  

as  m e r c h a n t s  r e in v e s t e d  p ro f i t s  in o v e r s e a s  t r a d e . ^

But o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w e re  underw ay  t h a t  would ch a n g e  th e  way 

people  v iew ed  th e  middle  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a .  One was  the  con t in u ed  c o n c e n 

t r a t i o n  of  func t ions  in th e  c e n t e r :  f i r s t  t h e  m e e t in g h o u s e  in 1714, then  th e  

S t a t e  House in 1765, and f ina l ly  a  new m a r k e t  house in 1800.^1 By sh if t ing  

m a r k e t  a c t i v i t i e s  aw ay  f r o m  the  n o r th  w a t e r f r o n t ,  t h e  to w n  inc re a sed  i ts 

focus  on the  c e n t e r .  With the  m a r k e t  c a m e  a new nam e  for  th e  c e n t e r ,  

M a rk e t  Square ,  which t e n d e d  to  co n f i rm  i t s  in c re a s e d  im p o r ta n c e .

In 1802 f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  buildings in an a r e a  running f ro m  th e  no r th  

side of  the  s q u a re  to  the  n o r th  w a t e r f r o n t .  This  p e r m i t t e d  both  the  r e 

p l a c e m e n t  of  o lde r ,  w ooden buildings with  new ones  of  brick ,  and the 

widening  of  M a rk e t  S t r e e t ,  which ran  f rom th e  s q u a re  to the  s i t e  of the



old m a r k e t  n ea r  the  w a t e r .  This  w idened  s t r e e t ,  l ined w i th  new c o m m e r c i a l  

buildings,  a t t r a c t e d  bo th  a t t e n t i o n  and business.

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on M a rk e t  Square  and M a rk e t  S t r e e t  m a d e  i t se lf  

f e l t  a t  our s i t e  as  ea r ly  as 1804. In August  of  t h a t  y ea r  J a m e s  Geddes ,  

who had t a k e n  o v e r  the  o p e r a t io n  of  S t a v e r ' s  Tavern ,  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  " a l t h o 1 

his House is a  l i t t l e  r e m o t e  f ro m  th e  c e n t r e ,  y e t  he st i l l  hopes  for  a  c o n 

t i n u a n c e  of  f avo rs  f rom his f o r m e r  c u s t o m e r s . " 65 Two d e c a d e s  e a r l i e r  

th is  t a v e r n  had been  the  d e s t i n a t i o n  for t r a v e l l e r s  to  t h e  town; now i t  was 

ou t  of th e  way.

The 1802 f i r e  o c c u r r e d  dur ing  a t i m e  of e c o n o m ic  p rospe r i ty ,  making  

possib le a ge n e ra l  rebu ild ing  of  th e  bu rn t  over  a r e a .  Such was  not  the  c a s e  

in 1813 when a f i re  d e s t ro y e d  272 buildings along th e  tw o  main  s t r e e t s  

leading  to the  middle  w a t e r f r o n t . 6^ T rade  was in dec l ine  as a  r e s u l t  of 

J e f f e r s o n ' s  E m bargo  and  th e  War of 1812, h e n c e  while  t h e r e  w e re  s eve ra l  

m a jo r  c o m m e r c i a l  b locks  bu il t  in t h e  M arke t  S t r e e t  and  M arke t  Square  

a r e a s ,  new br ick  buildings n ea r  th e  middle  w a t e r f r o n t  t e n d e d  to  be single 

or  double  tow nhouses  i n t e r s p e r s e d  am ong  s m a l le r  wooden  buildings.

Most  of th e  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  our  s i t e  su rv ived  th e  1813 f ire ,  which touched  

only i ts  n o r th e r n m o s t  c o rn e r .  As new buildings a p p e a r e d  and s t r e e t s  w e re  

w idened  in the  f i re  a r e a s ,  our  ne ighborhood and loca t ions  f a r t h e r  sou th  took 

on a  d i s t i n c t  c h a r a c t e r ,  m a rk e d  by old,  wooden  buildings and n a r row  s t r e e t s .  

The  s a m e  was  t r u e  of  those  p a r t s  of  the  n o r th  w a t e r f r o n t  t h a t  e s c a p e d  the  

1802 f i re .  Thus the  tw o  f ires ,  and  a n o th e r  in 1806 which  e f f e c t i v e l y  mod

e rn iz e d  a s ec t i o n  t h a t  lay b e t w e e n  the  o th e r  tw o,  c h an g e d  the  spa t ia l  o rg 

a n i z a t io n  of  the  t o w n .65 By 1820 t h e r e  was a d is t ingu ishab le  c e n t r a l  

business  a r e a  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a p re d o m in a n c e  of b r ick  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w ith  the  

g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  ec o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  on M a rk e t  Square  and M arke t  

S t r e e t .  Two older  w a t e r f r o n t  sec t ions  f lanked  th is  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  e ac h



37

s e rv ic ing  a  d imin ish ing  m a r i t i m e  t r a d e .  This  sp a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  is d ip ic ted  

in F igure  10.

As the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p rog res sed  th e  old middle  w a t e r f r o n t  saw 

less and less c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  It was  a g radua l  p rocess ,  a  re sponse  to  

th e  ge n e ra l  dec l ine  of  m a r i t i m e  c o m m e r c e  in f avo r  of  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  in New 

England.  The in t ro d u c t io n  of  the  ra i l road  and mil ls  in o th e r  p a r t s  of  town 

f u r t h e r  d rew  a t t e n t i o n  a w a y  f ro m  this  a r e a .  T ow ard  th e  end of  the  c e n t u r y  

t h e  w harves  t h a t  w e r e  s t i l l  func t ion ing  w e re  used  p r im ar i ly  for  coa l  im p o r ted  

to  supply th e  mil ls  and  loca l  houses,  or  by local  f i s h e rm e n .  Many w harves  

w e n t  unused,  the i r  w a reh o u ses  v a c a n t  or c o n v e r t e d  into t e n e m e n t s . ^

Thus, the  per iod  i m m e d i a t e l y  fol lowing t h e  f i r e  of  1813 proved  a tu rn ing  

point  in the  h is to ry  of  our ne ighborhood .  No longer an im p o r t a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  

a r e a  for th e  c o m m u n i ty ,  peop le  c a m e  to  think of  it as ou t  of  d a t e  and  ou t  of 

th e  way.
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F igure  10. Spa t ia l  O rg a n iz a t io n  of  P o r t s m o u th ,  c i r c a  1820.
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C H A P T E R  NOTES

'x For  t h e  ea r ly  y e a r s  of  s e t t l e m e n t  p r im ary  sou rces  can  be found  in Nathan ie l  
Bouton,  e t  al . ,  eds . ,  D o cu m e n ts  and R ecords  R e la t i n g  t o New H a m p s h i r e , 1623- 
1800, 40 vols. (Concord  and  M a n ch es te r :  1867-1943), 1: 1-153; 25: 661-747.  
( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s ). Secondary  works  inc lude  J e r e m y  Belknap,  
The  His to ry  of  New H a m p s h i r e , 3 vols.  (Dover,  NH, 1831) 1: 3-52;  N a than ie l  
Adam s ,  Anna ls  of P o r t s m o u t h  (E xe te r ,  NH: 1825), pp. 1-20; C h a r l e s  W. B rew s te r ,  
R a m b le s  Abou t  P o r t s m o u t h , 2 vols.  (P o r t s m o u th ,  NH: 1873; f a c s im i l e  of 1873
ed i t ion ,  S o m e rs w o r th ,  NH: 1971) 1: 1-28; Edwin L. P age ,  Jud ic ia l  Beginnings
of New H am psh i re ,  1640-1700 (Concord ,  NH: 1959), pp. 3-11,  183-202d;
E v e r e t t  S. S tac kpo le ,  His to ry  of  New H a m p s h i r e , 4 vols .  (New York,  1916)
1: 3-49; C h a r l e s  E. C la rk ,  The E a s t e rn  F ro n t i e r  (New York,  1970), pp. 3-51; 
David D. Van D e v e n te r ,  The E m e r g e n c e  of P rov inc ia l  New H am psh i re  1623- 
1741 (B a l t im ore  and London,  1976), pp. 3-18.

2 Severa l  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by m e m b e r s  of  the L acon ia  C om p a n y  dur ing  the  ear ly  
yea r s  of s e t t l e m e n t  touch  on th e se  conce rns .  See e spec ia l ly  Thom as  Eyre  to  
A m b ro s e  Gibbons,  London,  May 30, 1631, P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 1: 61, 62.

J  S t r a w b e ry  Banke  P e t i t i o n ,  P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 1: 207-208.

^ Ini t ial ly th e  n a m e  S t r a w b e ry  Banke appl ied to  the  a r e a  a long the  r iver  t h a t  
was s e t t l e d  in th e  1630s; and t h a t  a r e a ,  d e s t in ed  to  be the  c e n t e r  of the  
town,  r e t a i n e d  th e  n a m e  for  a t  l e a s t  a  c e n tu ry .  In l a t e r  yea r s  it was  m ore  
o f t e n  ca l led  simply "The Banke" .  The n a m e  S t r a w b e ry  Banke also app l ied 
to the  town as a whole ,  of  which  th e  s i t e  of f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  was  only a pa r t .  
This was  t r u e  only unti l  1653, when the  town was  r e n a m e d  P o r t s m o u th .  To 
f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  i ts use,  th e  n a m e  now r e f e r s  to an ou td o o r  h is to ry  m useum ,  
s i t u a t e d  a long the  w a t e r f r o n t  in P o r t s m o u th .  The m useum  s i te  is only a p a r t  
of  the  or ig ina l  S t r a w b e ry  Banke.

5 This c o v e  did n o t  have  a com m o n ly  a c c e p t e d  n a m e  unti l  t h e  n in e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  when it b e c a m e  known as Puddle Dock.  Unti l  th e n  it was com m only  
ca l led  t h e  cove  or  c r e e k ,  s o m e t im e s  in c o n n ec t io n  with  a n o t h e r  local  f e a t u r e ,  
such  as G r e a t  House Cove ,  C an o e  Bridge C re e k  (Canoe  Br idge was  a t  its 
head)  or W al ton 's  C r e e k  (G eorge  Walton had a t a n y a r d  t h e r e  in th e  e i g h te e n t h  
cen tu ry ) .  I will s imply  r e f e r  to  it  as  the  Cove.

^ John  Mason e t  al . ,  t o  A m brose  Gibbons, D e c e m b e r  5, 1632, P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 
1: 68. William Hubbard ,  w r i t ing  som e  50 yea r s  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
th e  G r e a t  House had  been  bu il t  in 1631 by one C hadbourne .  William C hadbourne  
was e n g ag e d  as a  c a r p e n t e r  by the  Laconia  C om pa ny ,  bu t  did not  a r r i v e  unti l 
Ju ly  1634. Rev.  Will iam Hubbard ,  "A G enera l  H is to ry  of  New England f ro m  
the  D iscovery  to  1680," C o l l ec t io n s  of  the  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H is to r ic a l  Soc ie ty  
(Boston: 1815, 1848) Ser.  2, Vol. 5, p. 219. G e n ea lo g ica l  D ic t io n a ry  of  Maine
and New H a m p s h i r e , c om pi led  by Sybil Noyes,  C h a r l e s  Thor ton  Libby, and 
W al te r  Goodwin Davis,  (P or t land ,  Maine:  1928-1939),  p. 134.

^ Prov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 1: 81.
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Ibid., 1: 78. A discussion of  th e  G r e a t  House a t  S t r a w b e ry  Banke  and the  

house a t  N e w i tc h a w a n i c k  c a n  be found in R ic h a rd  McAlpin  C a n d e e ,  "Wooden 
Building in E ar ly  Maine  and  New H am psh i re :  A T ec h n ica l  and  C u l tu ra l  
His to ry ,  1600-1720,"  (PhD. d i s s e r t a t io n ,  U n ivers i ty  of P ennsy lvan ia ,  1976), 
pp.  14, 82, 83.  The map  is t i t l e d  " P i s c a tw a y  R ive r  in New England  by 
J. S." (The Bri t i sh Museum, London).

9
A m brose  Gibbons  to John Mason,  A ugust  6, 1634, P rov inc ia l  P ape r s ,

1: 91-92.

P ro p e r ty  d e e d  f ro m  A m brose  Lane  to  R ic ha rd  L e a d e r ,  April  3, 1652, quo ted  
in S tackpo le ,  New H a m p s h i r e , 1: 357.

^  G eo rge  W al ton 's  Depos it ion ,  P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s ,  1: 47-48.

1^ P o r t s m o u th  Town R e c o r d s , 1: 98 ff.

13 Ibid.,  1: 2 9 , 4 1 .

1^ F e rd in an d o  G orges  and John  Mason to  Thom as  W anne r ton  and A m brose  
Gibbons,  May 5, 1634, P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 1: 88-89.  John  Mason to  A m brose  
Gibbons,  May 5, 1634, Ibid.,  1: 89-91.

I-3 P o r t s m o u t h  Town Reco rds ,  1: 60.

1^ Van D e v e n te r ,  P rov inc ia l  New H a m p s h i r e , 93-106.

1^ P o r t s m o u th  Town R e c o r d s , I: 97, 105.

18 Ibid., 1: 69.

19 Ibid., 1: 9.

20 Ibid., 1: 29.

21 P r o p e r ty  d e e d  f ro m  A m brose  Lane  to  R ic ha rd  L e a d e r ,  Apr i l  3, 1652,  quo ted  
in S tackpo le ,  New H a m p s h i r e , 1: 357.

22 Noyes ,  G en eao lo g ica l  D ic t io n a r y , pp. 177-179. Berna rd  Bailyn, The  New 
England M e rc h a n t s  in the  S e v e n t e e n th  C e n t u r y , (C am br idge ,  MA: H arva rd  
Univ.  P ress ,  1955) pp.  82, 162. The quo ted  r e f e r e n c e  is f ro m  R o b e r t  N.
Toppan  and T h o m as  S. Goodr ick ,  eds . ,  Edw ard  Randolph  (Boston,  1898-1901)
1: 121 .

23 John C u t t  was  g r a n t e d  th e  r igh t  to  s e t  up saw and  co rn  mil ls  on the  no r th  
c r e e k  on F e b ru a ry  21, 1658. P o r t s m o u th  Town R eco rd s ,  1: 52. The o th e r  
f e a t u r e s  of  th e  p ro p e r ty  a p p e a r  in the  will of  R ic h a rd  C u t t ,  May 10, 1675,
and the  will o f  John  C u t t ,  May 6, 1680. Both wills a r e  p r in t ed  in B re w s te r ,
R a m b le s , 1: 30-38.

2^ C a n d e e ,  Wooden Building,  pp. 98-101.

R o ck in g h am  C oun ty  D e e d s , 3: 101, 127, 150.



In 1678 th e  c h u rch  in s t r u c t e d  the  t y t h in g m e n  to vis i t  t h e  f am i l ie s  in the  
c o m m u n i t y  t o  e n s u re  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  keep ing  th e  S abba th .  Each  ty th in g m a n  
was given a l i s t  o f  f am i l i e s  to  vi s i t ,  in e f f e c t  dividing the  c o m m u n i ty  into 
g eo g rap h ica l  s ec t io n s  or  ne ighborhoods .  By knowing w h ere  som e  people 
l ived a t  t h e  t i m e  we can  e s t i m a t e  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  d i s t r ibu t ion  of  the  
popula t ion .  C h a r l e s  B re w s te r ,  P o r t s m o u t h ' s  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h is to r ian ,  
was  th e  f i r s t  to  use th e  t y th in g  l is t s  in th is  way.  B re w s te r ,  R a m ble s ,
1: 62, 162. P o r t s m outh  Town Re c o r d s , 1: 211.

27 B re w s te r ,  R a m b le s , 37.

28 In 1682 r e s id e n t s  of  G r e a t  Island p e t i t i o n e d  to  have  the i r  own m in is te r ,  
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be l e f t  to  pay  th e  e n t i r e  s a la ry  of  the  m in is te r .  Eleven  yea rs  l a t e r  th e  c o m 
m u n i t i e s  o f f ic ia l ly  s e p a r a t e d .  P rov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 12: 672,  675,  25: 361.

2 9  An a c c o u n t  of  the  P icke rings  is given in M arr ie  J .  P. Dinwoodie,  "P icke r ing '  
Neck ,  1633-1975,  P o r t s m o u th ,  New H am psh i re , "  r e p o r t  on f i le ,  S t r a w b e ry  
Banke,  Inc. , 1975.
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four had  been  born in P o r t s m o u th .  A t  le a s t  f i f t e e n  had c o m e  to P o r t s m o u th  
as adu l t s .  See C h a p t e r  III.

Po r t s m ou th  Tow n R e c o r d s , 1: 335; 2: 14B

32 Ibid.,  2: 25F.  the  c o m m i t t e e  inc luded  "C ap t .  Ger r ish ,  C ap t .  W en twor th ,
Mr. J a f f e r y ,  C a p t .  Vaughn,  C ap t .  Phipps,  Col.  P a c k e r ,  Thom. Weste rbrook ,
Mr. Penha i low ,  Edw. Ayers".

33 Ibid., 2: 41B.

Ibid., 2: 43F.

33 Prov inc ia l  P a p e r s , 18: 250 ff .

36 For  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  s e v e ra l  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  see  t h e  fol lowing r e p o r t s  
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S tephen  Cox and  Rona ld  L e t t i e r i ,  "D eer  S t r e e t  P r o j e c t  P re l im in a ry  H is to r ica l  
R e s e a rc h ,"  (1981).

3^ R o c k in g h a m Coun ty  De e d s , 9: 479.

3^ B re w s te r ,  R a m b le s , 1: 78, 79 r e f e r s  to  a  d eed  t h a t  m e n t ions  a f o r t .  C. S. 
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3 9  "A Plan of  P i s c a t a q u a  H arbor ,  th e  Town of  P o r t s m o u th ,  e t c . , "  su rveyed  and 
d raw n  by J a m e s  G ra n t ,  1771 (New H am psh i re  H is to r ica l  Socie ty ,  C oncord ,  NH).
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^  Deer  T ave rn  on D eer  S t r e e t ,  S tood ley 's  on Daniel  S t r e e t ,  and S t a v e r ’s on 
Buck,  and  th e n  on P i t t  S t r e e t .
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P o r t s m o u th  Town R e c o r d s , 14: 149ff.

Ibid.,  16: 66 ff ,  615 ff ,  18: 80 ff ,  504 ff .

^  The  s t r e e t ,  "being  in t h e  b ro a d e s t  p a r t  a b o u t  th i r t y  f e e t , "  was  given to  the 
town by B r idge t  G r a f f o r t  in 1700. B re w s te r ,  R a m b le s , 1: 78. H ow ever ,  the  
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See P o r t s m o u th  To w n Re c o r d s , 2: 54, 61, 83,  91, 116, 166, 211, 216.

k 7  Ibid., 2: 167, 169, 170.
48 S a l tons ta l l ,  P o r t s  of  P i s c a t a q u a , 51-54.
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^  Ibid., 1: 286,  2: 25; P o r t s m outh  Tow n R eco rds ,  2: 409.
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rol l as  an e n t ry  to  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t s .  See  B re w s te r ,  R a m b le s , 1: 286.

3 2  P r o t e s t s  of  the  S ta m p  A c t  took p lace  a t  t h e  H a y m a rk e t ,  in f ro n t  of the  
S t a t e  House,  and  a t  Swing Bridge (a t  our s tudy  si te ) .  New Ha m pshire  G a z e t t e , 
S e p te m b e r  13, 1765; N o v em b er  8, 1765; J a n u a r y  10, 1766.

P o r t s m ou th  Tow n R e c o r d s , 2: 220.

54 R o c k in g h a m C o u n ty  D e e d s , 9: 241.

33 P o r t s m o u th  Town R eco rd s ,  2: 214.



Ibid.,  2: 197, 409. In Boston th e  s y s t e m a t i c  nam ing  of s t r e e t s  o c c u r r e d
b e t w e e n  1701 and  1708. See Wal te r  Muir Whitehil l ,  Boston,  A Topograph ica l  
H is to ry  (C am b r id g e ,  M assa c h u s e t t s :  The  Belknap  P ress  of  H a rva rd  Univers i ty  
P ress ,  1959), p. 22.

^  Men tions  of  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a t  S tav e rs  can  be found in N e w Ha m pshire  
Ga z e t t e , S e p te m b e r  8, 1769, N ovem ber  5, 1769, and N o v em b er  10, 1769.
See also Minute s  of St .  J o h n ' s  Lodge,  O c to b e r  1755 to  Ju ly  1766 and April 
1768 to  March  1776, (Masonic L ibrary ,  P o r t s m o u th ,  NH).

^  B re w s te r ,  R a m bles,  1: 107 ff .

59 New H a m pshire  G a z e t t e , 10 J a n u a ry ,  1766.

60 B re w s te r ,  R a m b le s , 2: 107 ff.

^  P o r t s mou th  Tow n R e c o r d s , 3: 389.

(O
New Ha m pshire  G a z e t t e , D e c e m b e r  28, 1802 and April  3, 1804.

63 Ibid.,  A ugust  28, 1804.

^  Ibid.,  D e c e m b e r  28, 1813.

Ibid., D e c e m b e r  30, 1806.

^  Thom as  Bailey Aldr ich ,  A n Old Town by the  Sea  (Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin 
Co. ,  1883, 1893), pp. 9-11,  gives a c o n t e m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t  of  idle w harves  and 
s i len t  w arehouses .



C H A PTE R  III

A W A TERFRO N T NEIG HBORHOOD

Unti l  t h e  1690s our s i t e  fu n c t io n ed  as p a r t  of a  l a rge r  a g r i c u l tu r a l  unit  

a s s o c i a t e d  with  t h e  G r e a t  House.  In t h a t  d e c a d e  Samuel C u t t  and  Mary  C u t t  

Penha l low ,  he i rs  of  John  C u t t ,  began  to  div ide th e  s i t e  into house lo t s  "for 

t h e  peopling of  the  p ia ce ."  Sam ue l  had in h e r i ted  th e  "house c o m m o n ly  

ca l led  the  g r t .  House,  w i th  t h e  o r c h a rd  and f ie ld  adjoin ing ,"  and Mary had 

r e c e iv e d  " the  l i t t l e  f ield be ing  p a r t  of  t h a t  com m o n ly  ca l led  the  g r e a t  f ield. . .  

b u t t in g  upon the  r ive r  on t h e  one  side and the  c r e e k  t h a t  goes  up by the  

g r e a t  house on the  o th e r .

As we n o te d  in the  p revious  c h a p t e r ,  this  div ision was p a r t  o f  a  l a rge r

p rocess  of  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  a t  t h e  Banke.  At ab o u t  the

s a m e  t i m e  John P icke r ing  began  to  sell  house lo t s  o u t  of  his land sou th  of

th e  G r e a t  House Cove.  To the  sou th  of  the  Mill Dam t h e re  was  add i t iona l

d e v e lo p m e n t .  A f t e r  the  tu rn  of  the  c e n t u r y  t h e  p rocess  e x t e n d e d  to  th e

fie lds  n ea r  R ic h a rd  C u t t ' s  old house by the  n o r th  c r e e k ;  and in 1705 the

m i n i s t e r ' s  f ield was  " o rd e red  to  be  la ide  o u t  in to  house lo t t s  for  peop l ing 

2
t h e  town."

The process ,  as  i t  o c c u r r e d  a t  our s i t e ,  w as  rap id .  By 1700 t h e r e  w ere
3

t w e n t y - f o u r  individual  p r o p e r ty  ow ners  th e r e .  Of  the se ,  f i f t e e n  had lived 

e l s e w h e re  as adu l t s  b e f o r e  com ing  to  P o r t s m o u th ,  m o s t  a p p ea r in g  in local  

r e c o rd s  only a f t e r  1690. These  n e w c o m e r s  w e re  a r t i s an s ,  m a r in e r s ,  and 

t r a d e r s ,  a t t r a c t e d  by the  c o m m e r c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  of  th e  e m e rg in g  p o r t . ^

Ten of  the  n e w c o m e r s  had l ived in towns  c lose r  to  the  f r o n t i e r ,  towns

like Dover,  O y s t e r  R iver ,  and York,  w he re  g ro w th  was inhibi ted by th e  Indian
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t h r e a t  and  w h e re  c o m m e r c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  w e r e  no t  as  g r e a t . ^

The  div ision was  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  division of  th e  m in 

i s t e r ' s  f ield  u n d e r ta k e n  by the  to w n  in 1705. In t h a t  i n s t a n c e  to w nspeop le ,  

a c t i n g  as a  group ,  im posed  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  div ision on th e  l a ndsca pe ,  w i th o u t  

r e g a rd  to  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  condi t ions .  The lo ts  w e re  un i fo rm ly  r e c t a n g u la r ,  

e a c h  f i f t y  f e e t  wide by e ig h ty  f e e t  deep ,  or  .092 a c r e s .  S t r e e t s  i n t e r s e c t e d  

a t  r igh t  angles ,  f o rm ing  r e c t a n g u la r  b locks.  This  gr id p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t s  a 

c o m m o n  as s u m p t io n  on th e  p a r t  of  the  to w n s p e o p le  as  to  how land should be 

div ided when  it  was  possib le to  do so in a  p lanned  fash ion ,  and when the  land 

i t s e l f  was  un i fo rm  in n a t u re .

Such was  no t  th e  c a s e  a t  our s i t e ,  w h e re  the  qua l i ty  of  th e  land and 

p rox im i ty  to  the  r iver  fo r c e d  people,  a c t in g  individual ly ,  to  respond d i r e c t ly  

t o  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t  when  making  dec i s ions  a b o u t  division.  These individuals  

did hold the  co m m o n  notions  as  to  how land should be div ided ;  hence ,  the  

p a t t e r n  t h a t  e m e r g e d  was  roughly g r id - l ike .  But  t h e  lo ts  w e re  r a r e ly  p rec i se  

r e c t a n g le s  and th e y  va r ie d  g r e a t ly  in s ize .  S t r e e t s  did no t  i n t e r s e c t  a t  p r e 

c ise  r igh t  ang les ,  bu t  fo l lowed  th e  line of t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .

Although the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  lo ts  and  s t r e e t s  a t  th e  s i t e  was  no t  un ifo rm ,  

t h e r e  was  a p a t t e r n .  The  c o n f ig u ra t io n  of  house lo t s  and s t r e e t s  in 1700 is 

d e p i c te d  in F igure  11, w i th  individual  lo ts  g rouped  in to  t h r e e  zones .  Zone 1 

is m a de  up of  na r ro w  lots  along the  r iv e r  and  a b o u t  ha l fw ay  up th e  cove.

Zone  2 is f o rm e d  by those  lo ts  w i th o u t  w a t e r f r o n t a g e .  The la rge  parce ls  

along  th e  w e s t e r n  or  upper  p a r t  of  the  c o v e  c o m p r i s e  Zone 3. The  n o r th w e s t  

por t ion  of  t h e  s i t e  does  no t  fall  in to  any zone ,  b e c a u se  by 1700 i t  had not  

y e t  b een  sold for  d e v e lo p m e n t .  It s ti l l  be longed  to  th e  C u t t  heirs .

The p a t t e r n  r e v e a l e d  by the  d i f f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  th e  zones  (Tables  1 and 

2) provides  c lues  to  the n a t u r e  of  the  land and th e  needs  and  des i re s  of the
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L o t

A c r e s  

. 5 0 0 - . 5 4 9  

. 4 5 0 - . 4 9 9  

. 4 0 0 - . 4 4 9  

. 3 5 0 - . 3 9 9  

. 3 0 0 - . 3 4 9  

. 2 5 0 - . 2 9 9  

. 2 0 0 - . 2 4 9  

. 1 5 0 - . 1 9 9  

. 1 0 0 - . 1 4 9  

. 0 5 0 - . 0 9 9  

. 0 0 0 - . 0 4 9  

N

M e a n  

S

E 2 = . 6 3 0  

S o u r c e :  R o c k i n g h a m

T a b l e  1 

S i z e ,  1 7 0 0

- Z o n e -

2 T o t a l

1 1

2 2 

1 2

1

1 2

8 10

5 10

13 5 28

. 0 5 9  . 2 9 3  . 1 0 9

. 0 2 4  . 1 3 5  . 1 1 1

1

1

1

2

5

10

. 0 8 3  

. 0 6 9

C o u n t y  D e e d s

Lot s izes a t  Study Site  in 1700.



T a b l e  2

P r i c e  p e r  a c r e ,  f o r I n d i v i d u a l L o t s i n  1 7 0 0

- Z o n e -

t / A c r e 1 2 3 T o t a l

1 1 0 0 - 1 1 9 9 1 1

1 0 0 0 - 1 0 9 9

9 0 0 - 9 9 9

8 0 0 - 8 9 9

7 0 0 - 7 9 9

6 0 0 - 6 9 9 1 1

5 0 0 - 5 9 9

4 0 0 - 4 9 9

3 0 0 - 3 9 9 1 1 2

2 0 0 - 2 9 9 3 3

1 0 0 - 1 9 9 3 1 4

0 - 9 9 3 3

N 3 7 4 14

M e a n 7 1 5 2 31 9 0 . 5 294

S 3 6 6  . 1 6 5 . 9 4 3 . 2 2 8 0

E 2 = . 7 0 8

S o u r c e : R o c k i n g h a m  C o u n t y  D e e d s

P r ic e  per  A c re  for  Individual Lo ts  a t  S tudy  Site  in 1700.
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people  who had c o m e  to  own i t .^  One  of th e  f i r s t  house lo t s  to  be sold a t  

the  G r e a t  House s i t e  w e n t  to  John  Snell in August  of  1692. It was  a smal l  

lot ,  f o r t y - f o u r  fo o t  squa re ,  c u t  o u t  of the  o r c h a rd  of Samue l and  Mary 

Penhal low,  and b u t t in g  on th e  r iver  (Zone 1). The  only a p p ro a c h  to  t h e  lot  

by land was th rough  the  o r c h a rd  b u t  in a y ea r  or  tw o  an e ig h te e n  f o o t  wide 

s t r e e t  (Marcy  S t r e e t )  was  laid o u t  f rom  th e  G r e a t  House to  th e  cove  running 

pas t  t h e  head  of  th e  p ro p e r ty .  There  was  easy  a c c e s s  by w a te r ;  Snell 's  lot  

e x t e n d e d  to  t h e  low w a t e r  m a rk  and  he bu il t  a  w h a r f  t h e r e . ' 7 In th e  deed  of 

sale the  Penha l low s  r eq u i re d  Snell to  leave  a t h i r t e e n  foo t  r igh t  of  way  to 

th e  r ive r ,  so t h a t  o th e r s  who l a t e r  p u rchased  p ro p e r ty  w i th o u t  w a t e r  f r o n ta g e  

would also h ave  a c c e s s  to  the  r iver .  For this  p ro p e r ty ,  and the  a s s o c ia t e d  

r igh ts  and r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  we  know only t h a t  Snell paid "a va luab le  sum."

Snell 's  deed  sugges ts  t h a t  a c c e s s  to  the  w a t e r  was  an im p o r t a n t  cons id 

e r a t io n .  People  who depended  on t r a d e  p laced  a high value  on land along  the  

r iver  and a t  the  e n t r a n c e  to  t h e  cove .  For  th is  reason ,  the  lots  in Zone  1 

w ere  expens ive ,  cos t ing  m ore  than  t h r e e  t i m e s  as much as lots  of  s im i la r  

s ize  w i th o u t  w a t e r  f r o n t a g e .  They  ran  in n a r row  s tr ips  into the  w a t e r ,  with  

an a v e r a g e  f r o n t a g e  of f o r t y - t h r e e  f e e t  and an  a v e r a g e  s ize  of .083 a c r e s .

This m a d e  th e m  n a r ro w e r  and sl ight ly  s m a l le r  than  th e  s t a n d a rd  lo ts  in the  

m i n i s t e r ' s  f ield.

In one c a s e ,  th e  need  for  w a t e r  f r o n t a g e  led to  a f u r t h e r  subdivision.

Job  A lcock ' s  lo t  n ea r  the  e n t r a n c e  to  t h e  cove ,  p u rchased  f ro m  th e  Penha l low s  

in 1693, ran  a b r e a d t h  of f o r t y  f e e t  down to  the  w a te r .  The  nex t  y ea r  Alcock 

sold ha l f  of his f r o n t a g e  to  Samue l R ym es ,  who bu il t  a  w ha r f  and w arehouse
g

t h a t  could  be r e a c h e d  only by pas sage  over  A lcock ' s  w har f .

The land locked  pa rce l s  in Zone 2 w e re ,  on the  av e ra g e ,  sm a l le r  than  

those  in Zone 1. Some of the se  se rved  as ga rden  space  for  w a t e r f r o n t  lots.

For ex a m p le ,  the  fo r ty - f o u r  foo t  squa re  lot  on the  r iver  t h a t  Edward  Ayers
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purchased  in J a n u a ry  of 1693 was  la rge  enough for  his dwell ing  house ,  w har f ,  

w arehouse  and b la c k s m i th  shop, bu t  the  n e x t  y ea r  he p u rc h a s e d  a 26 x 5 2  f oo t
Q

plot  ac ross  t h e  s t r e e t  for  a ga rden .  O th e r s  p u t  houses  on th e i r  lo ts  in 

Zone 2. If they  needed  a c c e s s  to  th e  w a t e r  they  had it  v ia  the  s t r e e t s  t h a t  

ran  to  th e  c o v e  or r iver .

P ro x im i ty  to  the  w a t e r  can  exp la in  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  Zones  1 and 2; 

Zone 3, how ever ,  r a ises  ques t ions .  The division of  land a long the  w e s t e r n  or 

upper  end of t h e  cove  was  sharp ly  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  the  division in t h e  o th e r  

zones .  C o m p a re ,  for  e x a m p le ,  the  lot s  p u rch as ed  by John Sherburne ,

Mark A yers ,and  Nicho las  F o l l e t t ,  in Zones 1, 2 and 3 r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  al l in 

the  yea r  1695. She rbu rne  paid £ 4 1 /1 0  for  a b o u t  .064 a c r e ;  Ayers  paidj£18 for 

.092 of an a c r e ;  and F o l l e t t  p a i d i ! 8  for  .294 of an acre.*^* F o l l e t t ' s  lot  

in Zone 3 was  less than  hal f  the  cos t ,  and a l m o s t  f ive t i m e s  as l a rge  as 

S herburne 's ,  and it  was  th e  s a m e  pr ice  as A yers '  bu t  t h r e e  t im e s  as la rge .  

A pp a ren t ly  t h e r e  was  s om e th ing  ab o u t  the  land in Zone 3 t h a t  led people  

to  buy much la rg e r  pa rc e l s  a t  a lower p r ice .

Many lo ts  in Zones 1 and 2 w e re  p a r t  of  Samuel P en h a l lo w 's  o r c h a rd ,  

ind ica t ing  t h a t  the  land t h e r e  was  well  d ra ined  and r e l a t iv e ly  f e r t i l e .  Lots  

in Zone 3 w e re  p a r t  of  t h e  "Middle Fie ld"  belonging  to  Samuel C u t t .  Could 

t h e  land t h e r e  have  been  of a  poorer  q u a l i ty ?  A t  l e a s t  we know t h a t  when 

the  s i t e  fu n c t io n ed  as p a r t  of  a la rge  f a r m s t e a d  the  tw o  a r e a s  w e r e  used 

d i f f e r e n t ly ,  and t h a t  when it c a m e  t i m e  to  subdiv ide  th e m  they  con t in u ed  

to  be t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t ly .

A rchaeo log ica l  e v id e n c e  ind ica te s  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  a t  t h e  upper  end of 

the  cove  was  never  m ore  than  f ive to  e ig h t  f e e t  deep ,  and t h a t  t h e  land 

near  the  w a t e r  was  qu i te  wet .** A t  low t id e  t h e r e  m us t  have  b een  a  la rge  

expanse  of  mud f la t s  and m arshy  land,  ill su i te d  for  c o m m e r c e .  At bes t ,  

the land was a cc es s ib le  only a t  high t i de  by gundalows or  o th e r  c r a f t  with



shallow d r a f t .  This d i s a d v a n ta g e  m a de  th e  land in Zone 3 less va luab le  than  

land c lose  to  th e  r iver .  The  w e tn e s s  also c o n t r i b u t e d  to  i t s  c h e a p n e s s  r e l a t i v e  

t o  land in Zone 2, which  was  high and dry .

These d i f f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  th e  zones  in 1700 a n t i c i p a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in fu

t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  as th e  s i t e  e m e r g e d  as an i m p o r t a n t  lo c a t io n  fo r  c o m m e r c e .  

Lo t  s ize,  qua l i ty  of  land,  and acc es s ib i l i ty  to  the r iver  would play a l a rg e  

ro le  in d e t e r m in i n g  which  a c t i v i t i e s  took  p lace  in which p a r t s  of th e  ne igh

borhood.  In e f f e c t ,  the  zones  t h a t  w e re  a l re a d y  e v id e n t  dur ing  th e  in i t ia l  

division would  p e r s i s t  t h ro u g h o u t  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  e a c h  se rv ing  func t ions  

for  which  i t  was  b e s t  su i ted .

In th e  c o n t e x t  of an  em e rg in g  c o m m e r c i a l  e conom y  the  l a ndow ners  began  

to  pu t  the i r  land to  use. They buil t  f a c i l i t i e s  and o rg an iz ed  the i r  lots  to  m e e t  

var ious  needs ,  including the  exch a n g e  of goods and the  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  p ro 

d u c t s  f rom raw  m a te r i a l s .  F rom  t im e  to t i m e  th e y  found it n e c e s s a ry  to  a l t e r  

the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  s p a c e  t h a t  had been  e s tab l i s h ed  by 1700, and in th e  long 

run they  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  changes  to  the  s i te .  But unlike t h e  b u r s t  of  d e 

v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  a p p e a re d  in the  la s t  d e c a d e  of  the  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  ch an g e  

in t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c a m e  slowly.

Land use, and  h e n c e  changes  m a d e  to  th e  land,  va r ied  a m ong  th e  zones  

and g ave  th e m  f u r th e r  de f in i t ion .  Ail zones  se rved  a r e s id e n t ia l  func t ion ,  

prov id ing  sp a c e  for  dwell ings.  Beyond th a t ,  loca t ion  and lo t  s ize  d e t e r m i n e d  

s u i t a b le  a c t iv i t i e s  for e a c h  zone .  In t im e  t h e r e  w e re  sh i f t s  in the  b o u n d a r 

ies b e t w e e n  zones ,  as  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  and 

as th e  subdivision of  l a rg e r  lo ts  p rocee ded .

The lots  a long  th e  r iver  in Zone 1 b e c a m e  the  p lace  w h e re  im p o r t s  and 

e x p o r t s  e x c h a n g e d  hands.  As m e r c a n t i l e  o p e ra t io n s  g rew this  n e c e s s i t a t e d  

t h e  expans ion  of lot s  th e re ,  in som e ca se s  th rough  the  conso l ida t ion  of small  

pa rce l s  in to  la rge r  units .  In 1706 for  ex a m p le ,  R icha rd  Wibird, a young shop-
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keepe r ,  p u rch as ed  a r ive r  lot  w ith  a house  and o t h e r  buildings  on it ,  f rom 

N a than ie l  Ayers ,  who had m oved  to  Boston.  He used th is  p ro p e r ty  to  expand  

his a c t i v i t i e s  in to  t h e  f ishing and t i m b e r  t r a d e .  In 1719 he acq u i red  an a d 

j a c e n t  lo t ,  w i th  w ha r f ,  shops and  w arehouses ,  f rom  th e  e s t a t e  of  John  Snell .

By 1727 he ow ned  f ive  houses  and tw o  40- ton  vessel s ,  and  pa id  th e  h ighes t

t a x e s  in town.  A f t e r  his d e a t h  in 1732 his sons co n t in u e d  to  deve lop  the  en-

12te rp r i s e ,  add ing  a n o t h e r  a d j a c e n t  p ro p e r ty  in 1751.

M e rc h a n t s  a l so  ex p an d e d  the i r  holdings by ex t e n d in g  th e i r  w harves  in to  

th e  r ive r .  The  deeds  su g g es t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  e x t e n s i v e  f l a t s  a t  low t ide ,  

running up to  200 f e e t  f r o m  the  s t r e e t .  The owners  bu il t  w harves  on the  

f l a t s  and  then  o u t  ove r  th e  w a te r .  By 1770 William K nigh t ' s  w har f ,  bu il t  

w h e re  t h e  f l a t s  ran  o u t  a b o u t  n ine ty  f e e t ,  was  138 f e e t  long.  Wibird 's  w har f ,  

c a l led  Long Wharf ,  was  a l m o s t  tw ic e  as l o n g . ^

At  th e  hands  of  such  m e r c h a n t s  th e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  b e c a m e  the  p la ce  w he re  

t h e  a c t u a l  e x c h a n g e  of im p o r t s  and e xpo r t s  o c c u r r e d .  O ne  could  f ind th e re ,  

as  did the  m en  who inve n to r ied  William K nigh t ' s  p ro p e r ty  in 1732, vessels  

laden  with  c a r g o  (in thi s  c a s e  im p o r te d  f rom  Virginia) , boards  and shingles 

a w a i t in g  e x p o r t  on th e  w ha rves ,  and w areh o u ses  f i l led  w i th  am p le  e v id e n c e  

of  t r a d e :  rum,  molasses ,  p e w t e r  p la tes ,  e a r t h e n w a r e ,  shoes,  ha t s ,  skins,  

c lo th ,  b u t tons ,  c u t t l e r y ,  and  so o n . ^

C lose ly  r e l a t e d  to  c o m m e r c e  was  shipbuilding and ship r epa i r .  Although 

t h e r e  w e r e  no c o n s t r u c t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  along th is  s e c t io n  of  th e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  

E b e n e z e r  W en tw or th  took  a d v a n t a g e  of  the  e spec ia l ly  l a rge  f l a t s  a t  the  cove  

e n t r a n c e  to  deve lop  a g rav ing  be a c h  w here  vesse ls  w e re  hau led  up,  c l e a n e d  

and r e p a i r e d . ^

It was the  g ro w th  of w ha rves  in response  to  th e  g ro w th  of t r a d e  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  Zone 1 along the  r iver .  In Zone 3 th ings  

w e re  d i f f e r e n t .  Lo ts  along the  cove  could no t  deve lop  in the  sam e  way
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b eca use  of th e  smal l  s ize  of the  w a te r w a y  and the  shallow d e p th  of the  

w a te r .  This d i f f e r e n c e  soon led to  a s h i f t  in th e  boundary  b e t w e e n  Zones 1 

and 3.

A t  th e  beginning  of  t h e  c e n t u ry ,  when w ha rves  along th e  r iver  w e re  st il l  

smal l ,  t h e  boundary  b e t w e e n  th e  zones  was  a t  Edw ard  Toogood 's  land.  His 

land,  which is in Zone 3 in F igu re  11, was  m ore  expens ive  and s m a l l e r  than  

th e  o th e r s  in t h a t  zones ,  b u t  less  expens ive  and la rg e r  than  those  in Zone  1.

It marks  th e  t r a n s i t io n  in s ize and p r ice  f rom  zone  to  zone ,  so i t  m u s t  have

been  t h e r e  t h a t  th e  w a t e r  b e c a m e  no t i ceab ly  sha llow. The  cove  lots  c loser  

to the  r iver ,  be longing  to  John Sherburne ,  Job  Alcock  and G eo rg e  Marshall ,  

w e re  eas i ly  a c c e s s ib le  and  fell into Zone 1 with  the  r ive r  lots.

H owever ,  th e  g ro w th  of w harves  on the  r iver  ev en tu a l ly  d is t inguished  the  

r iver  lots  f rom  th e  t h r e e  lots  a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  to  the  cove .  This sh i f t  is 

ev id e n t  in the  dec is ion  to c o n s t r u c t  a  br idge  ac ros s  th e  e n t r a n c e .  In 1727 the 

inha b i tan t s  v o te d  to  p e r m i t  a b r idge  to  be bu il t  f rom  th e  fo o t  of  Horse  Lane ,  

very  close  to th e  orig inal  boundary  b e t w e e n  zones .  Then,  in 1731, th e y  changed  

th e  v o te  and pos i t ioned  th e  br idge  a t  the  foo t  of Water  S t r e e t ,  which  then 

b e c a m e  the  boundary  (F igure  12). T h e r e a f t e r  the  t h r e e  lots ,  though r e l a 

t ively  smal l ,  f u n c t io n ed  l ike th e  o th e r s  in Zone  3 . ^

The br idge  f u r t h e r  l im i ted  a c c e s s  to  th e  cove ,  but  did swing open  to  al low

passage  of boa t s ,  c a n o e s  and  barks  of 25 to  30 f e e t  wide .  Given this  r e s t r i c 

tion the  ow ners  of cove  lo ts  deve loped  two p r im ary  uses for  the i r  p ro p e r t i e s .  

Those who w e re  m e rc h a n t s ,  like Thom as  P a c k e r ,  John  M o f fa t t ,  or  William 

Knight ,  o f t e n  used the i r  lo ts  as  ad ju n c ts  to  l a rg e r  f a c i l i t i e s  on the r i v e r f r o n t . ^  

The d em an d  for  sp a c e  a long  the  r iver  m a d e  it a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  use the  sm a l le r  

w harves  and w areh o u ses  on the  cove  for  s t o r a g e  of  ca rg o  and supplies,  and 

for  r e ta i l in g  to  local  re s id en t s .

O th e r s  took a d v a n t a g e  of  the  la rge  lot  s izes  to  e s tab l i sh  m a n u fa c tu r in g
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op e ra t io n s .  Edward  Toogood 's  b r ickya rd ,  Samuel Marshal l ' s  p o t t e r y ,  J a m e s

1 ftM arden ' s  m a s t y a rd ,  and  G eo rg e  W al ton 's  t a n n e r y  a r e  ex am p le s .  These  lots  

a l lowed s p a c e  for  kilns, tann ing  va t s ,  and produc t ion  a c t iv i t i e s ,  while  also 

leaving  ro o m  for  dwel l ings  and gardens .  Wharves  along th e  cove  f a c i l i t a t e d  

th e  a r r iv a l  of  raw  m a te r i a l s  and s u bse quen t  d e p a r t u r e  of the  a r t i s a n s '  p roduc ts .

The s m a l le r  lots  in Zone 2 also se rved  a m a n u fa c tu r i n g  func t ion  b u t  for  

t r a d e s  t h a t  r equ i re d  less space .  B lacksm i ths ,  ta i lo rs ,  s h o em ak e rs ,  a  g laz ie r  

and a w ig m a k e r  w e re  a m o n g  the  c r a f t s m e n  who p r a c t i c e d  t h e r e  in the  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  They w e re  ab le  to  m a k e  the i r  w a re s  inside the i r  dw e l 

lings or  in smal l  shops c lose  by.

A n o th e r  d is t ingu ish ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Zone 2 was the  num ber  of  lo ts  

t h a t  s e rved  exc lus ive ly  a  r e s id en t ia l  func t ion .  Mariners  who m ade  the i r  

livings aw ay  f rom home used the se  lots  as  p laces  for the i r  f am i l ie s  to  live. 

F am i l ie s  requ i r ing  only a  dwel l ing  and a g a rd en  found the  smal l  lo ts  in Zone 2 

e spec ia l ly  wel l  su i ted  to  th e i r  purposes .

O th e r  lo ts  in the  zone  se rved  suppo r t  func t ions  for  th e  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a 

t ions  on the  r iver .  Some provided  ga rden  s p a c e  for  people  living in Zone 1 

who had l i t t l e  room  for  th is  a c t iv i t y .  S t a v e r ' s  Tave rn  was  also in th is  zone ,  

provid ing  a p la c e  fo r  m e rc h a n t s  and m a r in e r s  to  m e e t  and c o n t r a c t  business.

O ver  the  course  of  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Zone 2 expanded  a t  t h e  ex p en se  

of Zone  3. As ow ners  subdivided th e  l a rge  cove  lots  they  inc re a sed  t h e  num b e r  

of  s m a l le r  lo ts  t h a t  had  no w a t e r f r o n t a g e .  This not  only c hange d  th e  a r r a n g e 

m e n t  of  land,  it  a l so n ece ssa r i ly  changed  land use. In e f f e c t ,  as  subdivision 

con t inued  those  t r a d e s  requ ir ing  la rge  a m o u n ts  of sp a c e  gave  way  to  those  

needing  less; and t h e r e  was  a g radua l  inc re a s e  in the num ber  of  lots  used 

solely for  dwell ing.

Following th e  ini t ial  rap id  division of land in the  1690s t h e r e  developed  

a m ore  g radua l  p rocess  of  change .  S ubsequen t  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  of sp a c e  involved
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bo th  the  f u r t h e r  division of  s o m e  pa rc e l s  and th e  c o m b in a t i o n  of  o th e r s .  In 

t h e  long run th e  i n c re a s e  in th e  to w n 's  popu la t ion  to  4,720 in 1790 m e a n t s  

t h a t  t h e  in c id en ce  of f u r t h e r  division was  g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  inc idence  of  c o m 

b i n a t i o n . ^  F igure  13 i l lu s t r a t e s  th is  g ro w th  in t h e  num ber  of pa rce l s .  But  

t h e  p rocess  of  c h an g e  was  f a r  m o re  co m p le x  th a n  a  m e r e  r e a c t i o n  to  popula 

t ion  g row th .

Indeed fo r  th e  f i r s t  ha l f  of th e  c e n t u r y  popu la t ion  in c re a s e  had l i t t l e  

a f f e c t  on th e  s tudy  s i t e .  R a t h e r  i t  c aused  an expans ion  in the  a m o u n t  of land 

under  h a b i t a t i o n  e l s e w h e re .  The to w n  began  to  survey  and assign lo ts  in the  

co m m o n  lands to  th ose  who had r e c e iv e d  g r a n t s  in th e  division of 1699. These  

i n h a b i tan t s  now had  land a t  som e d i s t a n c e  f rom th e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  as  well  as  th e  

land th e y  a l r e a d y  owned .  This o f f e r e d  th e m  se v e ra l  op tions.  C ord w a in e r  

Mark Ayers,  who r e c e iv e d  his g r a n t e d  land in 1712, sold his house lo t  in Zone 2 

in 1714 to  m a r in e r  R o b e r t  Walker,  and p re sum ab ly  m oved  to  the  new loca t ion .  

Job  Alcock ,  on the  o th e r  hand,  sold his g r a n t e d  p ro p e r ty  and  r e m a in e d  a t  the  

cove .  O th e r s  k e p t  bo th  pa rce l s ,  to  be d ivided  a m o n g  the i r  he irs .  In all such 

ca se s  the  ava i lab i l i ty  of  new land ea s e d  th e  p re s s u re  to  f u r th e r  subd ivide 

p a rce l s  in th e  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s . ^

S e t t l e m e n t  of  the  v i l lage  of  New P o r t s m o u t h  a t  the  head  of O y s t e r  River 

had  the  s a m e  a f f e c t .  New P o r t s m o u th ,  or B ar r ing ton ,  was  a six mi le  squa re  

g r a n t  of  land t h a t  had b e e n  given in th e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  to t h e  to w n  by 

th e  g o v e r n m e n t  of  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay,  as  p a r t  of a  boundary  s e t t l e m e n t  be 

tw e e n  P o r t s m o u th  and i ts ne ighbors .  In 1722 th e  town vo te d  t h a t  the  v i l lage  

should be d iv ided  a c c o rd in g  to  the  r a t e s  of 1721, a m ong  th ose  who had been  

r a t e d  for th e  p revious  four  years .  The s u b se q u e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  of the  v i l lage

by P o r t s m o u th  r e s id e n t s  or  the i r  ch i ld ren  aga in  slowed th e  inc re a se  in popula-  

21tion dens i ty .

The lack of  heavy d e m a n d  for  living sp a c e  in th e  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  m e a n t
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t h a t  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  popula t ion  p re s su re  to  f u r t h e r  d iv ide p r o p e r ty  a t  our 

s i t e  beyond th e  e x t e n t  to  which i t had been  d iv ided  by 1700. The division 

in t h e  1690s had  quickly  b rough t  the  s i t e  to  i ts  l imit  of popu la t ion  dens i ty ,  

given th e  needs  of t h e  t im e .  This m e a n t  t h a t  th e  la rge r  lo ts  in Zone  3 could 

con t inue  to  fu n c t io n  as  l a rg e  units .

T h e re  was,  of  course ,  a n o th e r  reason  to  divide land.  O wners  o f t e n  sold 

or wil led land to  th e i r  ch i ld ren ;  and if one  had many he irs ,  or only a l i t t l e  

land,  thi s  m igh t  le ad  to  th e  a c t u a l  physica l  division of  rea l  e s t a t e .  Such was 

the  c a s e  with  Amy G raves ,  who owned a house and lot  in Zone 2. In 1715 she 

sold the  e a s t e r n  ha l f  of th e  house to her son Ben jamin  P u r r ing ton  for  £40 ,  and 

the  w e s t e rn  hal f  to  her  d au g h te r  Hannah S tephens  in ex c h a n g e  for the  c a r e  

the  d a u g h te r  had given ,  and would co n t in u e  to  give to  her .  The a r r a n g e m e n t  

a l lowed  for  c o m m o n  use of  the  f ron t  door and s ta i r s .  Had such a division 

been m a d e  a c e n t u r y  l a t e r  it would have  surv ived ;  by then  t h e r e  was  enough  

dem an d  for  housing so t h a t  m ore  than  one fami ly  would o f t e n  sha re  a s ingle 

dwell ing .  But in 1715 t h e re  was  no need to  do so, and by the  end of  1716

Thom as  Blashf ie ld ,  Hannah  S tephens '  new husband,  owned  bo th  ha lves  of  th e

7 7house.

Samuel Hill, who ow ned  a much la rger  pa rce l  along th e  cove ,  al so  chose  

to  divide his p r o p e r ty  a m ong  his ch i ld ren .  Hill had p ro p e r ty  a c ro s s  the  r iver  

in K i t t e r y  as  wel l  as  in P o r t s m o u th ,  bu t  he al so had e igh t  ch i ld ren .  His m e th o d  

for  dividing his land along th e  cove  was s t r a i g h t fo rw a rd .  In 1713 he w r o te  a 

will and d rew  a  plan of  his p roper ty ,  dividing it in to  nine roughly equa l  pa rce ls ,  

e a c h  ab o u t  40 f e e t  by 55 f e e t .  He laid out  a  new s t r e e t  (Mast  S t r e e t )  so t h a t  

eac h  lot  would be ac c e s s ib le ,  and he gave  one to  his w ife  and to  e a c h  of his 

ch i ld ren .  He also divided  th e  w a te r f r o n t  into e igh t  w har f  lots , giving his 

sons th e  four la rge r  ones  and his daugh te rs  th e  four sm al le r  ones.  His plan 

has not  surv ived ,  bu t  it  c a n  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  using la te r  deeds  (F igure  14).
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O nce  aga in  a division b rought  a bou t  by in h e r i t a n c e  was  too g r e a t  given the  

ava i lab i l i ty  of land a t  the  t im e .  In 1722 J a m e s  Marden p u rchased  one  lo t  for  

a  dwel l ing and  l a t e r  he r e n t e d  a n o t h e r  to  s e t  up a m a s t  yard .  Benjamin  

P a r k e r  pu rch ased  t h r e e  of  t h e  lots  in 1727 and a n o t h e r  1748. So by m id 

c e n t u r y  Hil l ' s  nine lo ts  fu n c t io n e d  as  f ive  u n i t s . ^

T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  o t h e r  ca se s  in which  people  com bined  m o re  than  one 

p a rc e l  to  fo rm  a new lot .  In 1736 Samuel Marshal l  pu rchased  one lot  on the  

cove ,  and  th e  n ex t  yea r  he acq u i red  p a r t  of a n o t h e r  lying a t  the  head  of  the  

f i r s t .  T o g e th e r  th e  tw o  provided  space  for  his  house  and p o t t e r y . ^  At a bou t  

t h e  s a m e  t i m e  G eorge  Wal ton  com bined  th e  la rge  lot  of  John Hill ' s a t  the  

w e s t e r n  end of th e  s tudy  s i t e  w ith  an a d j a c e n t  p a rce l ,  a l m o s t  as  la rge ,  be long

ing to  Thom as  Phipps.  Wal ton  then  se t  up a  t a n n e r y . ^  A t  the  o th e r  end of

th e  s i t e  R ic ha rd  Wibird,  as  previous ly  no ted ,  pu t  t o g e th e r  two r i v e r f r o n t  lots,

26one  in 1706 and a n o t h e r  in 1719, to suppor t  his m e r c a n t i l e  ac t iv i t i e s .

P r io r  to  m id -c e n tu ry ,  then ,  th e re  w e re  few occas ions  when an ow ner  t r a n s 

f e r r e d  a por t ion  of  his p ro p e r ty  to  som eone  o th e r  than  an heir  or a neighbor 

who was com bin ing  land.  Division by in h e r i t a n c e  and c o m bina t ion  for  e c o n o m ic  

e f f i c i e n c y  w e re  th e  p r im a ry  fo rces  behind any  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  of space .  As y e t  

t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  division of  l a rge  lots  in to  sm a l l e r  ones  to  provide m o re  p rop

e r t y  unit s  for  a  growing  popula t ion .

B e tw ee n  1760 and  1780 t h e r e  was  such  a  division,  due to  the  a c t iv i t i e s  

of  a s ingle  ow ner ,  Walton t h e  ta n n e r .  P r io r  to  his p u rc h a s e  of  land a t  our  s i t e ,  

Wal ton  had been  a sh o p k eep e r  in N ew cas t le .  In 1737 and 1738 he began  to  

build a t a n y a rd  on th e  two lots  t h a t  he had  co m b in ed  into the  la rg e s t  s ingle 

p ro p e r ty  a t  th e  s tudy  s i te .  A t  the  s am e  t i m e  he con t inued  to  run a shop,  in

ves t ing  in t r a d in g  voyages  and  sel l ing c lo th  and o th e r  goods. He probably  

o p e r a t e d  the  t a n y a rd  h im se lf ,  for  peop le  s o m e t im e s  ca l led  him a t a n n e r ,  and 

they  r e f e r r e d  to the  yard  as Wal ton 's  Tanya rd .  Indeed some even  began  to  ca l l



the  cove  Wal ton 's  C re e k .  But a t  l e a s t  on two occas ions ,  in 1743 and again  in

7 71763, he h ired  s om eone  to  m a n a g e  th e  yard.

F rom  1737 unti l  t h e  ea r ly  1760s Walton a l t e r e d  th e  bounds of  his p ro p e r ty

t h r e e  t im es .  In 1744 he sold a 40 foo t  by 60 foo t  house lo t  to  John  Elio t ,  a

g la z ie r ;  in the  m id - f i f t i e s  he  expande d  his land th rough  the  pu rch as e  of an

a d j a c e n t  lo t ,  80 f e e t  by 110 f e e t ,  f rom  the  he i rs  of Thom as  Phipps;  and a t

a bou t  th e  s a m e  t i m e  he sold a smal l  ga rden  p lo t  to  his neighbor John  G ran t .

A f te r  t w e n t y  y ea r s  of ow nersh ip  his land had grown sl ight ly.

In t h e  1760s this  t r e n d  r e v e r s ed  i t se lf  and Wal ton 's  holdings began  to

79dwindle .  He sold lo ts  in 1762, 1763, 1763 and 1766. 7 This may have  been  due 

to poor e c o n o m ic  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . ^0 In 1762 Walton p la ced  a n o t i ce  in the  New 

H a m pshire  Ga z e t t e  dem an d in g  p a y m e n t  f rom  all who owed him money.  In 

1763 Joseph  Welch,  a c h a i s e m a k e r ,  b rough t  him to  c o u r t  for a  bad d eb t ;  t h a t  

s a m e  yea r  a n o t h e r  c o u r t  a c t io n  r e s u l t e d  in his giving a p a r c e l  of land to 

R ic ha rd  G ree ley .

By th is  t i m e  Walton was  in bus iness  w i th  his son,  also n am ed  G eorge  and 

also a t a n n e r .  Indeed,  th e  sa le  of lots  in t h e  1760s m ay  not  have been  a r e 

su lt  of  poor ec o n o m ic  t i m e s  so much  as a  c h an g e  in fam i ly  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .
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The son,  a l though  a t a n n e r ,  a t  l e a s t  on one  occas ion  was  ca l led  a m a r in e r .

Like his f a th e r ,  he p robab ly  had m ore  than  one  way to  m a ke  a living. He 

a p p a re n t ly  d ec ided  to  c u r t a i l  the  t a n n e ry  o p e ra t io n  and sel l p a r t  of  th e  land.

In 1763 he r e n t e d  th e  yard  to  G eorge  Moody, a  l e a th e r  d re s s e r  who had c o m e  

f rom B o s to n . -^

With Moody o p e ra t in g  the  t a nnery ,  and p a r t s  of the  p ro p e r ty  be ing sold to 

o th e rs ,  t h e  Waltons c e a s e d  to work as t a n n e r s .  By th is  t i m e  th e  sen ior  Walton 

was app roac h ing  s ev en ty  yea rs  of age ;  his son a p p a re n t ly  had o th e r  sources  of 

income.  In 1773 they  put  the  p ro p e r ty  up for  sale ,  ment ion ing  a "Dwel l ing 

House,  Warehouse  and Wharf ,  . . .  a  Bake House and G arden  Spot ."  There



was no m e n t io n  of  a  t a n  y a r d . - ^

They found  no buyer  fo r  th e  p ro p e r ty ,  a l though  Theodore  Atkinson  did

p u rchase  a p a r t  of  i t  t h a t  lay ac ros s  the  s t r e e t  f rom  his house.  In 1778

G eorge  Walton,  J r .  d ied.  His f a th e r ,  th e n  in his m id - se v e n t i e s ,  im m e d ia te ly

divided  his r e m a in in g  land,  giving one lot  to  his g r a n d d a u g h te r ,  and sel l ing

four o th e rs .  F inal ly ,  in 1780, he tu rn e d  th e  r e m a in d e r  of his e s t a t e  over  to

35the  O v e r s e e r s  of  th e  Poor in e x c h a n g e  for  c a r e  a t  the  Alms House.

Thus, t h e  ch a n g e s  t h a t  took  p lace  in Wal ton 's  p ro p e r ty  b e t w e e n  1737 and 

1780 fo l lowed the  chang ing  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of his l i fe .  At f i r s t  he a c c u m u la t e d  

land;  l a t e r  he  div ided  i t .  In the  end,  one  Zone 3 lot  yie lded  e leven  lots  to 

Zone 2, and l e f t  one  m uch  sm a l le r  lot f ron t ing  th e  cove.  In th e  p rocess  a new 

s t r e e t ,  Mud Lane ,  was  laid o u t  to  p rovide  a c c e s s  to  the  new lots.  F igure  15 

i l lu s t r a t e s  this  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Had Wal ton  been  w e a l t h i e r ,  or had his son lived,  he m igh t  no t  have  div ided 

his land as he  did.  Such was  th e  c a s e  w i th  th e  w ea l th y  Thom as  P a c k e r  and 

his he irs ,  whose  Zone  3 lot  a d j a c e n t  to  W al ton 's  s t a y e d  i n t a c t  unti l  the  

1790s. The s a m e  was  t r u e  of  the  o th e r  la rge  Zone 3 lots .  With the  e x c e p 

t ion of  W al ton 's  land,  th e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of lots  in Zone 3 was  much  the  s a m e  in 

1790 as it  had been  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c e n tu ry .

W al ton 's  c a s e ,  then ,  w as  unusual  and t e nds  to  mask  th e  gene ra l  s tab i l i ty  

of  the  sp a t i a l  s y s t e m  th rough  m o s t  of the  c e n t u r y .  D esp i te  s u b s tan t i a l  popu

lat ion  g row th ,  p r o p e r ty  l ines c hange d  l i t t l e  (if we exc lude  Walton 's) .  Owners  

genera l ly  found m o s t  va lue  in th e  use of  land for  m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  ga rden ing  

or  t r a d e .  T h e re  was  l i t t l e  p re s s u re  to  c o n v e r t  th e  land in to  living space  for  

o th e rs .  The growing popula t ion  did m a ke  it possible  to  subdivide land when 

individual s i tua t ions  so w a r r a n t e d .  Wal ton was  usually ab le  to f ind buyers  for 

pa rce l s  he w a n te d  to  sell .  But  it was  not  unti l  the  1790s t h a t  t h e r e  was a 

genera l  b reakdow n  of l a rge  lots.
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Figure 15. George Walton's  P roper ty  Transac tions  a t  the  Study Site , 1736 - 1780.



In the  la s t  d e c a d e  of  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  P o r t s m o u th  e n t e r e d  a 

period of g r e a t  p ro s p e r i ty  t h a t  peaked  in 1800 and l a s t ed  unti l  J e f f e r s o n ' s  

Em bargo .  During those  " th r iv ing  y ea r s '  m e r c h a n t s  inves ted  heavi ly  in t r a d e ,  

doubling th e  a m o u n t  of  ship to n n a g e  used to  c a r r y  New H am psh i re  p ro d u c ts  

to  fo re ign  por ts ,  and inc reas ing  th e  annua l  va lue  of those  e x p o r t s  f ive  fold.

This was  th e  to w n 's  heyday ,  surpassing  any o t h e r  per iod  of p ro s p e r i ty  b e fo re  

or s i n c e . ^

P ro sp e r i ty  b rough t  m a n y  im p ro v e m e n t s  to  P o r t s m o u th .  The town buil t  a
•5 y

new m a rk e t  house ,  pu t  in paved  s idewalks ,  and p la n ted  s t r e e t  t r e e s .  The 

P o r t s m o u th  A q u ad u c t  C o m p a n y  fo rm e d  to  c a r r y  f r e sh  w a te r ,  th rough  wooden
*3 0

pipes and a t  a  fee ,  to  hom es  in town f rom a  spring some t h r e e  mi les  d i s t a n t .  °

On the  w a t e r f r o n t  nea r  our  s i t e  n in e te e n  m e rc h a n t s  pooled  r e s o u rc e s  to  build

the  new P o r t s m o u th  P ie r ,  ex t e n d in g  3^0 f e e t  into the  r iver  f rom th e  foo t  of

Buck (S ta te)  S t r e e t  and suppor t ing  a  t h r e e  s to ry  building div ided into fo u r t e e n

s to re s .  At th e  e n t r a n c e  to  the  pier  s tood  the  New H am psh i re  Hote l ,  which was

acco rd ing  to i ts owner ,  " th e  mos t  co n v e n ie n t  p lace  fo r  the  M erchan t ,  sh ipowner ,

C ap ta in ,  M ate ,  and M ar ine r  to  m e e t  a t ,  t r a n s a c t  business in, and use as a 

39Boarding House."

The gene ra l  i n c re a s e  in w e a l th  also b ro u g h t  s ig n i f i can t  c h a n g e  to  our 

ne ighborhood .  T he re  w e r e  m o re  peop le  than  e v e r  b e f o r e  involved in t r a d e .

They needed  p laces  to  l ive and  they  could  a f fo rd  to  pay.  This d e m a n d  for  

m o re  dwel l ing  sp a c e  led to  f u r th e r  subdivision and new c o n s t ru c t io n ,  so t h a t  

by 1805 all bu t  one  of  the  la rge  Zone 3 lo ts  had given way  to  s m a l le r  units .

In m os t  in s ta nces  div ision fo l lowed  an e a r l i e r  p a t t e r n ,  r e su l t ing  f ro m  the  

d e a t h  of an owner .  But  unlike e a r l i e r  c a s e s  w h e re  pa rc e l s  w e re  re jo ined  by 

a subsequen t  owner ,  th e s e  divisions held.  Theodore  A tk inson 's  e s t a t e  

yie lded th r e e  lots and t h r e e  new houses during the  1790s John Nelson 's  

land,  the  old Tcogood  p ro p e r ty ,  b e c a m e  two lots  a f t e r  his widow died  a bou t



1797. The  he i rs  of  Samuel Marsha ll  divided  his lot  in to  t h r e e  p a r t s  fo l lowing

40t h e  d e a t h  of  his  widow in 1804. In one  c a s e  division c a m e  a b o u t  th rough  

s o m e o n e  inves t ing  in p ro p e r ty .  In 1794 Thales  Y ea ton  p u rchased  a  t r a c t  of 

land t h a t  had o nce  been  div ided  by Samuel Hill and re jo ined  by Benjamin  

P a r k e r .  Y e a to n  again  d iv ided  the  land in to  t h r e e  roughly equal  p a r t s  and  sold 

one to his b ro th e r - in - l a w ,  T im o thy  Winn. They then  p ro c e e d e d  to  h a v e  t h r e e  

houses  bu il t ,  one  on e a c h  p a r c e l . ^

The  a c t i v i t i e s  of  Winn, Y e a to n ,  and o th e rs  quickly  co n su m ed  l a rg e  a m o u n ts  

of open  sp a c e  and  in tens i f ied  r e s id e n t i a l  use of  the  s tudy  s i te .  They  buil t  

houses ,  des igned  p r im ar i ly  as l iving space  for t h e m s e lv e s  or  t e n a n t s ,  on land 

t h a t  fo r  over  n ine ty  years  had se rved  as garden  or m a n u fa c tu r i n g  space .  The 

new o c c u p a n t s ,  t r a d e r s  and  m a r ine r s ,  had no need  of s p a c e  for  c r a f t  p roduc t ion ;  

th e y  did need  p la ces  c lose  to  th e  w a t e r f r o n t  to  live.

This is no t  to  say  t h a t  all open  space  d i sappea red .  A l though th e re  was  

a new m a r k e t  house  in town,  inha b i tan t s  con t inued  to  p ro d u ce  s o m e  of  the i r  

own food.  T h e re  w ere  o th e r  needs  t h a t  al so requ i red  yard  space ,  including 

w a s t e  d isposal ,  fue l  s t o r a g e  and w a t e r  supply.  Thus, when C ha r le s  G ra c e  a d 

v e r t i s e d  a new tw o s to ry  house on W ate r  S t r e e t  (Zone 2) in 1806 he no ted  

t h a t  i t  had "a la rge  c o n v e n ie n t  Wood House,  and Barn s u f f i c i e n t  for  one  cow; 

a  good g a rden ,  . . . and  an  e x c e l l e n t  well  of  f resh  w a te r ,  a pump fixed  and 

very  n e a r  t h e  house."  Of cou rse ,  his  very  m e n t ion  of t h e s e  i t e m s  m ay  indi

c a t e  t h a t  they  w e re  becom ing  r a r e  and hence  added  to  t h e  va lue  of  t h e  prop- 

42
e r ty .

T h e re  was  al so sp a c e  t h a t  con t inued  to  se rve  a m a n u fa c tu r i n g  purpose .  

L a rg e  s c a le  p roduc t ion  w as  gone,  bu t  sm a l le r  o p e ra t io n s  such  as th e  b la ck sm i th  

shop run by the  Moulton fam i ly  s ince  1709, survived.  Even in th e  la rge  house 

buil t  by Winn, which a p p a re n t ly  had tw o  k i tchens  f rom the  beg inning  and was
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in t ended  fo r  m u l t i - f a m i ly  use,  t h e r e  was  one smal l  room s e t  a s ide  as  a  shop.  

N a th an ie l  H il ton ,  a  su b se q u en t  owner ,  m a d e  shoes  and took  in boarde rs .

On th e  whole,  th e  ne ighborhood b e c a m e  s ign i f i can t ly  m o re  c ro w d ed  during 

this  per iod .  The new c o n s t r u c t io n  p laced  s o m e  buildings very  c lo se  to  one 

a n o t h e r .  John  Shap ley 's  new house s tood  w i th in  two f e e t  of  t h e  old Sherburne  

home; t h e  houses  of  Winn and Y e a to n  a c t u a l l y  to uched .  In d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  to  

crowding ,  G r a c e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  his new house was  " s i tu a t e d  in such  a m a n n e r  

as no t  to  be e n c u m b e r e d  or  m o le s te d  by any of  th e  ne ighbors ."

The tow n  had a l r e a d y  begun  to exp res s  and address  c o n c e rn s  ab o u t  o v e r 

c rowding .  In 1795 and 1796 th e  in h a b i t a n t s  im posed  f ines  on "anyone  digging 

or con t inu ing  any vau l t ,  sink or  o th e r  nu isance .  . . t h a t  p r e s e n t s  a  dange r  to  

ne ighbors  or  pa ssengers ."  They fo rced  t a n n e r i e s  and s l a u g h te r  houses  to  move  

to  less c ro w d ed  a r e a s .  They  fo rb ad e  th e  b locking of  s t r e e t s  and a l leys  by 

c a r t s ,  s leds  or  o th e r  veh ic le s .  And they  e s tab l i s h ed  new f ines for  anyone  bui ld

ing bonf ires ,  th row ing  r o c k e t s  or  squibs,  or c a r ry in g  f i re  f rom  house  to  house 

in an unsa fe  c o n t a i n e r . ^

The d an g e r  of  f i re  was  rea l ,  b u t  when i t  did c o m e  it  spa red  our ne ighbor 

hood,  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  of  a  f ew  buildings in th e  n o r t h e a s t  c o rn e r .  H owever ,  

as  we n o te d  in th e  p rev ious  c h a p t e r ,  the  f i r e s  did have  a  m a jo r  i m p a c t  on th e  

s i te ,  le av ing  i t  w i th  som e o f  th e  o lde s t  buildings in town,  bu il t  c lose  t o g e t h e r ,  

along n a r row  s t r e e t s .  This s e t  th e  s t a g e  for  the  nex t  per iod  of ch a n g e  in th e  

sp a t i a l  s y s t e m ,  re su l t ing  in e v e n  m o r e  dense  r e s iden t ia l  use.

When Joseph  Edmonds  w r o te  a d es c r ip t io n  of  P o r t s m o u th  in 1839 he 

found i t  n e c e ss a ry  to  apo log ize  for t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  town was "not  in c r e a s 

ing rap id ly  in e x t e n t  or  popula t ion ,"  no ting  t h a t  al though  th e  tow n  was  p ros 

perous ,  th e  w e a l th y  w e re  inves t ing  the i r  c a p i t a l  in t r a d e  and m a n u fa c tu r i n g  

e l s e w h e r e . ^  Money,  and in many  ca ses  th e  sons of m e rc h a n t s ,  had moved



aw ay  to  Boston,  New York and o th e r  d i s t a n t  p laces .  In sharp  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  

pe riod  of  p rospe r i ty  a t  the  t u rn  of  th e  c e n t u r y  few  people  w ere  now inves t ing  

r e s o u rc e s  in our ne ighborhood .

Dur ing  the  per iod f ro m  1810 to  1850 t h e r e  w e r e  only a  few  changes  m a d e  

in the  s p a t i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  of  t h e  s i t e .  Those t h a t  w e re  m a d e  in Zone 2 sug

g e s t  a  con t in u ed  in c re a s e  in r e s id en t ia l  use.  In one  ca s e ,  an  ow ner  r e p la ced  

an  o lder  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  house  with  two s m a l le r  ones ;  in a n o t h e r  an  o lder  

house and shop g a v e  way  to  a  new brick  house des igned  for  use by tw o  f a m 

il ies .  ̂  Th ree  o t h e r  s ingle  fam i ly  homes  b e c a m e  tw o - f a m i ly  dwell ings ,  a l though  

t h e r e  was  no physical  division of th e  s t r u c t u r e s .  Ins tead ,  f am i l ie s  sha red  doors  

and  s ta i r s  in c o m m o n . ^

When we look a t  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e m s e lv e s  we will s ee  o th e r  signs of 

g r e a t e r  r e s id e n t ia l  use: t h e  convers ion  of s o m e  buildings in to  board ing  houses  

and the  convers ion  of  shop rooms in to  living space .  By 1850 t h e r e  was  only 

one  n o n - re s id e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  which  ran  th rough  the  c e n t e r  

of  Zone 2. It was  a  v a c a n t  s t o r e . ^

Along th e  c o v e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  con t inued .  In 1821 N a than ie l  

Marsha ll  ran  a g ro c e ry  s t o r e  on the  w har f  bui l t  by his g r a n d f a t h e r  near  L ibe r ty  

Br idge.  Thom as  S af ford  used  his w har f ,  a t  t h e  f o o t  of  L ibe r ty  S t r e e t  (Horse  

Lane)  to  b r ing  in wood to  be used as fue l  by his neighbors ;  he  al so  had a shop 

t h e r e  in which he  bu il t  co a c h e s .  Joshua  Jones ,  a  t r u c k m a n ,  con t in u ed  to
11 O

o p e r a t e  his w ha r f  a t  the  fo o t  of  Atk inson  S t r e e t .  C o m m e r c i a l  use of sp a c e

in Zone 3 con t in u ed  to  1850 and beyond.

H owever ,  t h e r e  was  a lso  an i n c re a s e  in r e s id en t ia l  use in this  zone .  The

division of  Zone 3 lots  t h a t  had  o c c u r r e d  b e tw e e n  1790 and 1805 had s e p a r a t e d

so m e  w ha r f  lots  f rom  the  house lo ts  of which they  w e re  or ig ina l ly a pa r t .

Subsequen t ly ,  som e ow ners  of the  w har f  lots  buil t  dwel l ings  on th e m .  Saf ford ,

U9for  e x a m p le ,  had a house  on his w harf  as  well as  a  co a c h  shop.



C o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  co n t in u e d  also in Zone 1. The d is rup t ion  of  t r a d e  

cau s ed  by the  War of  1812, coupled  w i th  the  g row ing  d ep le t io n  of  t i m b e r  r e 

s ou rces  in t h e  reg ion ,  had a  p e r m a n e n t  im p a c t  on th e  to w n ' s  econom y .  But 

t h e  ch a n g e  did no t  c o m e  o v e rn igh t .  Following th e  f i re  of  1813 th e  town 

w idened  a  p o r t io n  of  W a te r  (Marcy)  S t r e e t  t h a t  had b e e n  touc hed  by the  f i re ,  

and s o m e  ow ners  inve s ted  in new br ick  b u i l d i n g s . ^  A t  th e  t im e  t h e r e  was  

s om e  a n t i c ip a t io n  t h a t  th e  rebuild ing  would be  m o re  c o m p l e t e  than  i t  a c t u a l l y  

tu rn e d  o u t  to  be.  One of  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e s ,  des igned  to  be p a r t  of  a  row 

of  c o n n e c t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  buildings,  con t in u ed  to  s tand  a lone  when o t h e r  bui ld

ings w e r e  neve r  bui l t .

Stil l,  the  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  som e  br ick  buildings along  Water  S t r e e t  f u r th e r  

d is t ingh ished  Zone  1 f rom  th e  o th e rs ,  giving i t  a  d i s t i n c t  a p p e a r a n c e .  The 

w harves  r e m a in e d  a c t i v e ,  a l b e i t  on a sm a l l e r  s ca le ,  as  m e rc h a n t s  ad ju s ted  to 

chang ing  e c o n o m ic  condi t ions .  L a rge  vessels  r a r e ly  sa i l ed  to  th e  West 

Indies, b u t  c o a s t in g  schooners  t r a v e l e d  regu la r ly  to  Boston  and Bangor.  West  

Indian and English goods g a v e  way  to  g ro ce r i e s  and ev e n tu a l ly  coa l .  The 

overa l l  vo lum e of t r a d e  dec l ined ,  leaving  som e w arehouses  v a c a n t  and som e  

c o n v e r t e d  to  t e n e m e n t s .  But  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  p e r s i s t e d  in Zone 1 well  

pas t  1 8 5 0 . ^  Ship r e p a i r  a l so  surv ived ,  w ith  th e  g rav ing  beac h  sti l l  in o p e r a 

t ion in 1850 and a  new m a r in e  ra i lway ,  des igned  to  haul  vesse ls  c o m p le t e ly
59

ou t  of  th e  w a t e r ,  bu il t  on A y e r ' s  Wharf  in 1833.

By m i d - c e n tu r y  then ,  th e  s i t e  was  p r im ar i ly  r e s id e n t i a l ,  w ith  a r e l a t iv e ly  

smal l  a m o u n t  of  c o m m e r c e  surviving along the  w a t e r .  No longer did the  

r e s id e n t s  d e v o t e  la rge  a r e a s  of land to  the  p roduc t ion  and  t r a d e  of  goods.  

Skilled a r t i s a n s  had given  way  to  labore rs .  Shops had  b e c o m e  dwell ings.

For  a c e n t u r y  and a  hal f  th e  in h a b i t a n t s  of  the  neighborhood  o rgan ized
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and r e o r g a n i z e d  th e i r  e n v i ro n m e n t  to  acc o m p l i sh  c e r t a i n  r e s id e n t i a l ,  m a n u 

f a c t u r i n g  and  c o m m e r c i a l  func t ions .  The m o s t  i m m e d i a t e  and  l a s t in g  influ

e n c e  on t h e  sp a t i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  was  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  and in p a r t i c u 

lar  t h e  r iv e r  and  th e  cove .  P ro x im i ty  to th e  w a t e r  was  t h e  m a jo r  f a c t o r  in 

d e t e r m in i n g  in i t ia l  lo t  s iz e  and  land use.

O ver  t i m e  an in c re a s e  in popu la t ion  d en s i ty  m a d e  possible t h e  f u r t h e r  

subdiv ision of  land and g r e a t e r  r e s id en t ia l  use, a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  m a n u f a c t u r 

ing a c t i v i t y .  H ow ever ,  e c o n o m ic  cond i t ions  d e t e r m i n e d  the  d e t a i l s  of t im ing  

and loc a t ion  for  such  changes .  In s o m e  c a s e s  an indiv idual 's  e c o n o m ic  c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s  caused  a ch a n g e  in sp a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  e i t h e r  th rough  th e  a c c u m u 

la t ion  or  d ispersa l  of  pa rce l s .  A f t e r  1790 th e  ge n e ra l  p ro s p e r i ty  of  th e  town 

led to  g r e a t e r  r e s id e n t i a l  use in suppor t  of  i n c re a s e d  c o m m e r c e .  Then,  in the  

n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  as c o m m e r c i a l  and m a n u fa c tu r i n g  a c t iv i t y  dec l ined  or 

sh i f ted  to  o t h e r  p a r t s  of  town,  t h e r e  was  e v e n  g r e a t e r  conve rs ion  to  r e s id en 

t i a l  use.

The ch a n g e s  t h a t  we h a v e  t r a c e d  for  the  ne ighborhood as a  whole a r e  

also e v id e n t  in the  evo lu t ion  of individual  house lo t s .  H ere ,  too,  t h e r e  was 

no p re c o n c e iv e d  plan for  s p a t i a l  o rg an iz a t io n .  R a t h e r ,  ind iv idua l  ow ners  

a r r a n g e d  th e i r  land to  m e e t  spec i f i c ,  im m e d i a t e  needs .  But  t h e  p a t t e r n  of 

o rg a n iz a t io n  t h a t  e m e r g e d  c lose ly  pa ra l le l s  the  o r g a n iz a t io n  of  t h e  whole  s i te ,  

bo th  in t e r m s  of  func t ion  lo c a t io n  a t  a  given t i m e  and s u b se q u e n t  c hange s  in 

r e sponse  to  new condi t ions .
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C H A P T E R  NOTES 

* The Will of  John  C u t t ,  B r e w s te r ,  R a m b l e s , I: 36-37.

^ Severa l  peop le  h a v e  t r a c e d  p ro p e r ty  deeds  b ack  to  t h e  po in t  w h e re  l a rge r  
t r a c t s  w e re  f i r s t  d iv ided  in to  house lo t s .  See  n o te  36, C h a p t e r  II. In 
add i t ion ,  land to  th e  sou th  of  t h e  sou th  mil l has b een  t r a c e d  to  C y n th i a  
H a r r im a n ,  a r e s id e n t  of  Sou th  S t r e e t ,  P o r t s m o u th ,  NH. A d iscuss ion of 
th e  division of t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  f ie ld  a p p e a r s  in B re w s te r ,  R a m b l e s , 1: 41-19.

^ I have  iden t i f i ed  p r o p e r ty  ow ners  by e s tab l i sh ing  t i t l e  cha ins  for e a c h  
p ro p e r ty  in the  s tudy  s i t e .  The  chains  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  Appendix.  I 
d ivided  the  s i t e  in to  p a r c e l s ,  coded  f rom  0 to  8 ; w i th in  e a c h  p a rce l  e a c h  
p ro p e r ty  has  a t h r e e  d ig i t  code ,  th e  f i r s t  d ig i t  be ing t h e  p a rc e l  code .
These  codes  will  a p p e a r  in b r a c k e t s  [ ] in c h a p t e r  n o te s  in o rde r  to  help 
r e a d e r s  l o c a t e  a  g iven  p ro p e r ty .  In t h e  fo l lowing l is t  t h e  n am es  of the  
tw e n t y - f o u r  ow ners  in 1700 a p p ea r ,  fo l lowed by th e  r e l e v a n t  p ro p e r ty  codes ,  
and page  n um be rs  f rom  Noyes,  G en eao lo g ica l  D ic t io n a r y , w h en ce  c a m e  
e v id e n c e  of  th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  pr ior  to  p u rc h a s e  of p r o p e r ty  a t  our  s i t e .

1. Job  Alcock :  [406]; 59-60.

2 . Edw ard  Ayers ;  [003],  [402]; 70-71.

3. Mark  A yers ;  [203]; 70.

4. N a th a n ie l  Ayers ;  [002], [401],  [403]; 71.

5. John Bal lard;  [201]; 74.

6 . E dw ard  C a rw i th y ;  [502]; 131.

7. N icholas  F o l l e t t ;  [702], [703]; 237.

8 . N icholas  F o l l e t t ,  J r . ;  [701); 237.

9. H annah  H arvey ;  [204], [205], [206]; 315.

10 . John  H a tc h ;  [406]; 317.

11 . B er iah  Higgens;  [207]; 327.

12 . John  Hill; [ 8 ]; 328.

13. Sam ue l  Hill; [404],  [6 ]; 329.

14. N a th a n ie l  J ackson ;  [405]; 372.

15. John K nigh t;  [001], [101]; 403.

16. Thom as  P a c k e r ;  [704]; 521.

17. William P a r t r i d g e ;  [001], [102]; 533.
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18. S am ue l  P enha l low ;  [002], [103]; 538.

19. T hom as  Phipps;  [3]; 550.

2 0 . Sam ue l  R ym es ;  [004]; 601.

2 1 . John  Sherburne ;  [407]; 628-629.

2 2 . John  Snell ; [003]; 648.

23. E dw ard  Toogood;  [501], [503], [504]; 6 8 8 .

24. Samuel W entw or th ;  [004]; 738.

The ow ner  in 1700 of  one p a r c e l  has n o t  b een  iden t i f i ed .

^ F ive n e w c o m e r s  w e re  t r a d e r s  who qu ick ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m s e lv e s  as p ro m 
inent  m e m b e r s  of th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  o f t e n  th rough  m a r r i a g e .  John  K nigh t  c a m e  
f rom  J e r s e y  b e f o r e  1681 and m a r r i e d  B r id g e t  Sloper,  d a u g h t e r  of  one  of the 
town leaders .  Sam ue l  Penha l low  c a m e  f rom England v ia  C h a r l e s to w n ,  Massa
c h u s e t t s ,  and m a r r i e d  Mary C u t t  in 1687. Thom as  P a c k e r ,  a l re a d y  m a r r i e d ,  
c a m e  f ro m  Sa le m,  M a s sa c h u s e t t s ,  ab o u t  1691; yea rs  l a t e r  his e l d e s t  d a u g h te r  
m a r r i e d  John W en tw or th ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G ove rno r  of the  p rov ince .  Thomas Phipps 
a r r iv e d  f rom  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  in 1696, a young man f resh  f rom H a r v a r d  College  
and inv i ted  to  P o r t s m o u th  as  s c h o o lm a s te r ;  t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r  he m a r r i e d  
Eleanor  C u t t ,  widow of Samue l ,  who had  died  in 1698 a t  the  ag e  of  tw e n t y -  
nine.  William P a r t r i d g e  c a m e  as a young man ,  working  as a  c a r p e n t e r  in 
1678; over  th e  n e x t  two d e c a d e s  he m a d e  a f o r tu n e ,  p r im ar i ly  th rough  the  
m a s t  t r a d e ,  and  s e rv ed  as L i e u t e n a n t  G ove rno r  f rom  1696 to 1703. The  o th e r  
ten  n e w c o m e rs  w e re  m a r in e r s  and a r t i s a n s .

^ Dur ing  the  la s t  d e c a d e  of  th e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  th e  people  of New H am p
sh ire  l ived in f e a r  of  a t t a c k  by th e  P e n a c o o k  and Abnaki  t r ibes  in t h e  region.  
The m os t  d e v a s t a t i n g  raids c a m e  in J u n e  1689, when t w e n t y - t h r e e  inha b i tan t s  
w e re  ki l led a t  Dover ,  the  fo l lowing M arch  a t  Salmon Fal l s  w h e re  s o m e  th i r ty  
w ere  ki l led,  and  in th e  s u m m e r  of  1694 when th e  F re n c h  and  Indians d es t ro y e d  
f ive houses a t  O y s t e r  River  and ki l led or  c a p t u r e d  a b o u t  one  hundred  people.  
There  w e re  m any  o th e r  sm a l l e r  ra ids ,  and t h e r e  was  a lw ays  the  f e a r  of a t t a c k .  
Some of those  who p u rchased  house lo ts  nea r  th e  G r e a t  House had  surv ived  
an a t t a c k ;  th e  o th e r s  had sure ly  f e a r e d  one .  Job  Alcock  was  born  in York, 
Maine,  in 1638, worked  as a  sh ipw righ t ,  and he ld  m any  to w n  o f f i c e s .  He 
surv ived  an  Indian a t t a c k  in 1692 dur ing  which  f o r t y - e i g h t  York  in h a b i t a n t s  
w e re  kil led and  e ig h ty  c a p t u r e d ;  som e one  hundred  surv ivors  tu rn e d  to  
A lcock  for  food  and s h e l t e r  in the  a f t e r m a t h .  In 1693, whi le  se rv ing  as 
Ch ie f  J u s t i c e  of th e  C o u r t  of C o m m o n  P lea s  in York,  he pu rch ased  a small  
w a t e r f r o n t  house lo t  nea r  t h e  G r e a t  House  f ro m  Sam ue l  and Mary (C u t t )  
Penhal low.  By March  of  1694 he had m oved  to  P o r t s m o u t h  and had  a s e a t  
in the  m e e t in g  house th e re .  Edward  Toogood,  a b r i c k l a y e r ,  was in Boston  
in 1684, th e n  w e n t  to  Sa lmon Fal ls  un ti l  he  was  d r iven  off  by t h e  Indians.  
Nicho las  F o l l e t t  and his son w e re  a t  O y s t e r  R ive r  in the  1680s; Ber iah  
Higgens was a t  Dover ;  John Hill was  a t  Saco;  Sam ue l  Hill was  a t  K i t t e ry .
All pu rchased  lots  in P o r t s m o u th  a t  a  t i m e  when the i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e re  
th r e a t e n e d  by Indians. F inal ly,  t h e r e  w e r e  th e  Ayer  b ro th e r s .  T h re e  of 
f ive sons of C a p t a in  John Ayers  of  Brookf ie ld ,  M as sa c h u s e t t s ,  bough t  land 
in the  G r e a t  House f ields.  They knew the  Indian t h r e a t  well ; as ch i ld ren



the i r  f a t h e r  had been  ki l led in an a t t a c k .

^ The c a l c u la t io n  of  lo t  s ize  fo r  Tab les  1 and  2 is based  on d im ensions  
g iven in t h e  deeds .  In s o m e  c a s e s  al l  fou r  s ides  of  a  lo t  w e re  given;  
when only tw o  sides  w e re  given ,  t h e  lo t  was  a s s u m e d  to  be r e c t a n g u la r ;  
in o t h e r  c a s e s  i t  was  imposs ib le to  c o m p u t e  th e  s ize .  P r i c e  per  a c r e  was 
d e t e r m i n e d  for  only th o s e  d eed s  t h a t  gave  bo th  lot  s ize  and  p r ice .  This 
l im i t a t i o n  had  g r e a t e s t  im p a c t  on lo ts  in Zone I ,  for  which only 3 of 12 
had a  p r ice  given .  H ow ever ,  th e  p r ice s  per  a c r e  fo r  those  t h r e e  w e re  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  e l s e w h e re .  The p r ice s  (in pounds) in Zone  1 ranged  f rom  
389 to  1111; in Zone 2 f rom  146 to  333, and in Zone 3 f rom  61 to  154.

The r a t i o n a l e  for  div id ing t h e  s i t e  in to  t h r e e  zones  l ies  in p a r t  in geography ,  
as  de sc r ib e d  in the  t e x t ,  and in th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  m e a s u r e m e n t s  of  the  price  
per  a c r e .  Spec i f i ca l ly ,  E for  t h e  s i t e ,  when divided  in to  zones  1, 2, and 3, 
is .708, ind ica t ing  t h a t  a b o u t  71% of th e  v a r i a t io n  in p r ice  per  a c r e ,  for
th e  s i t e  a s  a  whole,  d i s ap p ea r s  when we s t a y  with in  t h e  zones .  See Theodore
R. A nderson  and Morris  Z e ld e tc h ,  J r . ,  A Bas ic Course  in S ta t i s t i c s  (New 
Y ork :  Hol t ,  R in e h a r t  and Winston,  1958, 1968), pp. 158-160.

^ R o c k in g h a m C oun ty  D e e d , 6 : 151 r e c o rd s  Sne ll 's  pu rch as e  f rom  the  Pen-
hal lows.  By th e  n e x t  t i m e  th e  p ro p e r ty  was sold,  in 1719, t h e r e  w e re  a 
w ha r f ,  w a rehouses  and shops,  in add i t ion  to  Snel l 's  dwell inghouse.  Ibid.,
11: 169. [003]. R e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  s t r e e t  w id th  is Ibid., 6 : 346.

8 Ibid.,  7: 85, 8 : 44. [406].

9 Ibid., 9: 708, 13: 92, 26: 544. [003], [402].

10 Ibid., 6 : 72, 84, 116. [407], [203], [702].

^  Daniel  Ingersoll ,  " S e t t l e m e n t  A rchaeo logy  a t  Pudd le  Dock," (Ph.D. dis
s e r t a t i o n ,  Anth ropology  D e p a r t m e n t ,  H a rv a rd  U nivers i ty ,  1971), p. 58.

^ R o c k in g h a m C oun ty  D e e d s , 5: 157, 11: 169, 39: 187; Van D ev e n te r ,
P rov inc ia l  New H a m p s h i re , p. 91 n o te  26, p. 251 n o te  65. [002].

^  R o c k in g h a m C o u n ty  De e d s , 121: 367. The  leng th  of  Wibird 's w har f  is 
e s t i m a t e d  f ro m  G r a n t ' s  m a p  of  1771. [001], [002].

14
Rockingham C o u n ty  Deeds ,  13: 100; [001].

15 Ibid., 25: 82, 265: 299. [004].

^  P o r t s m ou th  Tow n R eco rd s ,  2: 65, 76.

^  R ock ingham  C o u n ty  Deeds ,  10: 219,  13: 100, 22: 471,  119: 115.
[704], [406].

^ A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t io n s  have  c o n f i rm e d  t h a t  Toogood [504], Marshall  
[502], and Walton [8 ], a c t u a l l y  p r a c t i c e d  th e i r  t r a d e s  on the  p ro p e r t i e s  they  
owned a t  th e  s tudy  s i t e .  A sk e tc h  of th e  a r e a ,  d a t e d  24 N ovem ber  1803, 
shows the  loc a t ion  of  M arden ' s  m a s t  yard ,  [603]. See "Proposal  for  Insuring 
Joseph  S m i th ' s  House ,"  New H am psh ire  F i re  and Mar ine Insurance  Company  
Reco rds ,  MS, P o r t s m o u th  A th e n a e u m .
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^9 I have  m a de  no a t t e m p t  to  m e a s u r e  the  in c re a se  in th e  popula t ion  of  P o r t s 
m ou th  over  t h e  c e n t u r y  s ince  t h a t  in c re a se  had only an in d i r ec t  i m p a c t  on
s p a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a t  our s tudy  s i t e .  The  f igure  for 1790 is t a k e n  f ro m  th e  
census  of  th e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  as r e p o r t e d  in Heads  of  F am i l ie s  Census  of  the  
Uni ted  S ta t e s  t a k e n  in t h e  Y ea r  1790, New H am psh i re  (B a l t im ore :  G enea log ica l  
Publishing Co. ,  1966), p. 10.
on

P o r t s m o u t h  Town R e c o r d s , 2: 29 F, 32 F; R ock ingham  C oun ty  D e e d s , 9: 167.

21 P o r t s m o u th  Town R e c o r d s , 2: 54 F.

22  Rock ingham  Coun ty  Deeds ,  9: 320, 323; 10: 274, 276, 282; 10: 276; 14: 419;
16: 234; L202J.

29  Ibid.,  15: 422, 38: 40, 61: 363, 102: 394; Maine P rov inc ia l  P r o b a t e  Reco rds ,  
3: 98; [505], [506], [507], [6 ].

2^ R ock ingham  C oun ty  D e e d s , 23: 54, 27: 249; [501], [502].

25 Ibid., 22: 380, 23: 25; [8 ], [3].

26 Ibid., 5: 157, 11: 169; [002].

2 ^ New H am psh i re  P rov inc ia l  C o u r t  R e c o r d s , 6664, 12789, 12791,  12832, 20994; 
New H am psh i re  G a z e t t e , April  11, 1763; Rock ingham  Coun ty  Deeds ,  162: 2.

79
° R ock ingham  C oun ty  Deeds,  29: 329, 45: 164, 49: 269, 281; [301], [302],

[3061

29 Ibid., 65: 412, 84: 318, 8 6 : 526, 89: 509; [301], [303], [304], [307].

30 McKin ley ,"The  Econom ic  H is to ry  of P o r t s m o u th "  p. 360, n o te s  t h a t  e c o n o m ic  
condi t ions  w e re  gene ra l ly  poor fol lowing th e  Seven  Y ears  War.

^ New H am psh i re  P rov inc ia l  C o u r t  R e c o r d s , 6528,  6529; New H am psh ire  
G a z e t t e , May 7, 1762; R ock ingham  C oun ty  D e e d s , 89: 509; [301].

32
New H am psh i re  Prov inc ia l  C o u r t  R ecords ,  6528,  6529.

33 New H am psh i re  G a z e t t e , Apri l 22, 1763.

3^ New H am psh ire  G a z e t t e , F e b ru a ry  19, 1773. A rchaeo log ica l  e v id e n c e  indi
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Banke,  Inc. , 1981.
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^  P o r t s m o u th  Town R ecords ,  3: 176, 183, 279, 389, 409; B re w s te r ,  R am bles ,
1: 347
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3 8 " P e t i t i o n  of th e  P ro p r ie to r s  of th e  P o r t s m o u th  A q u ad u c t , "  MS, P o r t s m o u th  
A th e n a u e m .

^  The  q u o te  is f rom  New H a m pshire  G a z e t t e , O c to b e r  22, 1805. A c o n t e m p 
o ra ry  a c c o u n t  of the  pier  is in "The Glory  of  A m e r i c a ,  A C e n t u r y  Sermon" ,  by 
T im o thy  Alden (P o r t s m o u th :  William T readw el l  <5c Co. ,  1801), p. 40.

m  Rockingham C oun ty  D e e d s , 134: 42, 142: 288, 144: 346, 145: 528,  147: 
479,  161: 458; R ock ingham  C o u n ty  P ro b a te ,  o.s.  13327; [303],  [702],  [703], 
[501], [502], [5041

^  Rockingham C oun ty  D e e d s , 138: 159, 150: 135, 136; [601],  [602], [604]. 

u? New H a m pshire  G a z e t t e , J a n u a ry  21, 1806.

43
P o r t s m outh  Tow n R e c o r d s , 3: 281, 316-318.

^  P o r t s m o u th  Tow n D i r e c t o r y , 1839, v.

W Rock ingham  C oun ty  Deeds ,  210: 346, 265: 141, 275: 8 8 , 440: 337; [701], 
[301].

46  Ibid., 145: 13, 242: 19, 274: 187; [202], [501], [601].

^  P o r t s m outh  Tow n D i r e c t o r y , 1850.

48 P o r t s m outh  Tow n D i r e c t o r , 1821.

R o c k in g h a m C oun ty  De e d s , 297: 218; [502].

5 0  New Ha m pshire  G a z e t t e , June  25, 1816 a d v e r t i s e s  one  of th e s e  new b r ick  
buildings. W ate r  S t r e e t  was w idened to  fo r ty  f e e t  b e t w e e n  Buck (S ta te )  
and J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t s .  See P o r t s m outh  To w n R e c o r d s , 4: 182-183.

5^  P o r t s m ou th  Tow n D i r e c t o r y , 1850, l is ts g ro c e r s  as o c c u p a n t s  of  four  of  the  
w harves .  A n o th e r  d ea le r  sold coa l ,  wood,  ground p l a s t e r ,  sand  and ha i r .
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Yard,  K i t t e r y ,  ME 1854," s k e tc h e d  and l i thog raphed  by C.  P a rsons ,  pub lished 
by Sm ith  B ro the rs  <5c Co . ,  New York.  A copy is in t h e  c o l l e c t io n s  of 
S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  Inc.



C H A P T E R  IV

HOUSELOTS

The  bas ic  u n i t  of land div ision was  th e  house lo t .  Typica l ly  i t  inc luded  a 

dwell ing ,  ou tbu i ld ings  for w ork ,  s t o r a g e  and possibly l i ves tock ,  a  privy,  a g a r 

den,  t r e e s ,  f e n c e s ,  p a th s ,  p e rh a p s  a well ,  and if on the  w a t e r ,  a  w har f .  The  

owner  a r r a n g e d  th e s e  f e a t u r e s  in such  a  way  as to m e e t  t h e  needs  of  living 

during th e  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  Within such  a s p a c e  much 

of  dai ly l i fe  o c c u r r e d .

One household  in Zone 3 has r e c e iv e d  e x t e n s i v e  s tudy  and o f f e r s  us an 

e x a m p le  of  house lo t  o rg a n iz a t io n .  During 1976 and 1977 a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  

S teven  P e n d e ry  and  Helen  C h as e  d i r e c t e d  an in v e s t ig a t io n  of  Sam ue l  M arshall ' s  

p o t t e r y ,  which  s tood  along th e  cove ,  bounded by Horse  Lane  and J o s e ' s  Lane 

( J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t )  (F igure  16). Through an  e x a m in a t io n  of r e l e v a n t  do cu 

m e n ts  and th e  f e a t u r e s  and a r t i f a c t s  they  u n e a r t h e d ,  they  w ere  ab le  to  dis 

cove r  how Marshal l  o rg a n iz e d  his land.^

Marsha ll  was  n o t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  ow ner  or  use r  of  the  p ro p e r ty .  He p u rch as ed  

i t  in two pa rce l s ,  one  in 1736 and th e  o t h e r  in 1737. The f i r s t  was  f o r t y  f e e t  

wide and ran  down in to  th e  cove .  In 1722 t h e r e  had been  th e  f r a m e  of a  

building on th is  land,  as  well  as  a  w h a r f  and f e n c e s .  When Marshal l  bough t  

it  t h e r e  was  no m e n t io n  of t h e  building.  The second  p a rc e l  was  a  g a rd en  plot  

t h a t  lay alongside  th e  house  of  widow Hannah Toogood.  It was  al so  f o r ty  

f e e t  wide and lay a t  th e  head  of  th e  f i r s t  p a r c e l .  It had no building on it.

Thus,  Marshall  p ie ced  t o g e t h e r  a  long r e c t a n g u l a r  lot ,  running over  160 

f e e t  f rom  J o se ' s  Lane down to the  cove .  U n e n c u m b e re d  by e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

he was then  ab le  to  o r g a n iz e  the  land in a way t h a t  bes t  su i ted  his needs .  At
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t h e  upper  end,  f a r t h e s t  f rom  th e  w a te r ,  he bu il t  a  dwell ing  and  put  in a  garden .  

This was t h e  r e s id e n t i a l  po r t ion  of th e  s i t e ,  s i t u a t e d  in such  a w ay  as to  le ave  

a m p le  f r e e  s p a c e  fo r  c r a f t  p roduc t ion  and m a rk e t in g .

In t h e  lower  po r t ion  of  t h e  lot  t h e  a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  found a n u m b e r  of  f e a 

tu r e s  a s s o c ia t e d  w i th  t h e  p o t t e r y ,  inc luding a com bined  c l a y p i t  and  sunpan,  

used by th e  p o t t e r  t o  r e m o v e  g r av e l  and p r e p a re  c l ay  of  the  p rope r  cons i s te ncy .  

They  al so  found " su b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n ts  of r e d w a r e ,  r e d w a r e  w a s t e r s ,  kiln br ick  

and kiln f u rn i tu re , "  a l though  they  w e r e  not  ab le  to  f ind ev id en ce  of  the  p r e 

ci se  lo c a t io n  of  the  kiln. In al l l ikel ihood th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  a  house in this  

a r e a  of t h e  lot  in t h e  ea r ly  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d e s t ro y e d  any such ev idence .

A t  any r a t e ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  Marsha ll  s i t u a t e d  his p o t t i n g  a c t iv i t y  a t  the  lower 

end of  his lot ,  c l o s e s t  to  t h e  cove.

Across  a c o m m o n  p assag e  f rom the  p roduc t ion  a r e a  s tood  a w a re h o u s e  and 

w ha r f ,  w h e re  Danie l  Jackson ,  who inven to r ied  M arsha ll ' s  e s t a t e  in 1750, found 

a  "cannue"  and tw o  sm al l  squa re  ended  ba rges  ca l led  gundalows.  T hese  shallow 

d r a f t  vesse ls  w e re  well  su i te d  for  r ive r  t r a v e l ,  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  p o t t e r  to  bring 

in c l ay  for  his e a r t h e n w a r e  and  co rdw ood  to  f i r e  his kiln. In r e t u r n  Marshal l  

may  h a v e  m a r k e t e d  his p o t t e r y  in upr iver  towns.

Thus, Marshal l  o rg a n iz e d  his land into t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  p a r t s ,  e a c h  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i th  a  spec i f i c  use.  At a  t i m e  when  th is  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a  was  b eco m in g  a c e n 

t r a l  p l a c e  for  t r a d e  and c o m m e r c e ,  he m a d e  use of  a  p a rce l  of  open  land to 

p rov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  for  r e s id e n t i a l ,  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  and  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

This t h r e e  p a r t  fu n c t io n a l  division f i t s  w ith  w h a t  we a l re ad y  know a b o u t  land 

use in Zone 3.

O th e r  lo ts  in Zone  3 fol low th e  p a t t e r n  of m ixed  use,  a l though  the  a r r a n g e 

m e n t  of  the  p a r t s  var ie s ,  depend ing  on the  p l a c e m e n t  of  the  dwell ing.  Marshal l  

p la ced  his house a t  the  end of  his lot  f a r t h e s t  f rom  the cove ,  very  c lose  to  

the  s t r e e t ,  leav ing th e  m a x im u m  a m o u n t  of  con t iguous  open  space  for  his
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m a n u fa c tu r i n g  and  t r ad ing  ac t iv i t i e s -  H owever ,  this  was not  th e  m o s t  co m m o n  

c o n f ig u ra t io n  fo r  lo ts  a long  th e  c o v e .  Nicholas  F o l l e t t ' s  p ro p e r ty  was  m ore  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  (F igure  17b).

F o l l e t t ' s  house  s tood  a t  t h e  cove  end of  his lot ,  possibly fac ing  the  w a te r .  

This pos i t ion  divided  the  land in to  tw o  p a r t s ,  the  house s e p a ra t in g  th e  w ha r f  

a r e a  f ro m  o t h e r  sp a c e  used for  ga rden ing  and l i ves tock .  Of six houses  bui l t  

on t h e  lo ts  t h a t  in i t ia l ly  fo rm e d  Zone  3 a long th e  cove ,  th re e ,  including 

F o l l e t t ' s ,  s tood  nea r  t h e  w a t e r .  The loca t ion  of a  fo u r th  is unknown, but  

r e f e r e n c e s  to  a pump to  c a r r y  w a t e r  f rom  the  c e l la r  sugges t  t h a t  it too  was  

c lose  to  th e  cove .

Only tw o  houses ,  M arsha l l ' s  and  t h a t  of  th e  b r i c k m a k e r  Edward  Toogood,

stood a t  t h e  s t r e e t  end.  A c lay  depos i t  no t  f a r  f rom the  w a te r ,  or  the  need

to  e s tab l i s h  easy  a c c e s s  b e t w e e n  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  space  and w harf ,  may  have

p ro m p te d  bo th  Marshal l  and Toogood to p lace  th e i r  houses away  f rom  the  

2
cove .  F o l l e t t ,  on the  o t h e r  hand,  was  a m a r i n e r  whose wife  s eem s  to  have  

used his  land,  in 1700, p r im ar i ly  t o  r a i s e  sheep  for hom e  t e x t i l e  p roduc t ion .  

They had  no n eed  fo r  la rge  a m o u n ts  of  sp a c e  open  to  the  w a te r .

John Sh e rb u rn e ' s  house (F igure  17c) was  s im i la r  to  F o l l e t t ' s  in t h a t  it  

divided  the  lo t  into  a c o m m e r c i a l  w ha r f  a r e a  and a ga rden ing  a r e a .  H owever ,  

i ts loc a t ion  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  s t r e e t  points  to  a n o t h e r  v a r ia t ion  f rom  the  

M arshal l  c a s e .  M arsha l l ' s  house  s tood  r ig h t  on the  s t r e e t ;  S he rbu rne ' s  s tands  

ab o u t  t e n  f e e t  back .  In th is  in s ta n ce  Marshal l  is typ ica l .  Indeed,  th e  

Sherbu rne  house  is t h e  only e x a m p le  a t  our s i t e  of a dwell ing  t h a t  does not  

b u t t  a g a i n s t  th e  s t r e e t .

It m ay  be  t h a t  Sherburne  began  c o n s t r u c t io n  in 1695 be fo re  the  s t r e e t  was  

laid ou t ,  so t h a t  he may  h a v e  th o u g h t  he was  building close  to w h e re  the  s t r e e t  

would be.  Or he may have  chosen  a loca t ion  t h a t  provided  add i t ional  room 

for c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  in f r o n t  of  the  house .  This caused  less sp a c e  for  g a r -
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dening in th e  r e a r ,  lead ing him to  pu rchase  an ad d i t io n a l  g a rd e n  p lo t  in 1697 ?

We do n o t  y e t  have  enough e v id e n c e  to  g ive  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ex p la n a t io n  

fo r  the  house ' s  lo c a t io n  t e n  f e e t  f rom th e  s t r e e t .  As f a r  as  we c a n  te l l ,  i t  is 

th e  only house  to  surv ive  of  those  t h a t  w e re  bu i l t  pr ior  to  1720, and  i t may  

indeed  r e f l e c t  a  co m m o n  b u t  e a r l i e r  a r r a n g e m e n t .  F u t u r e  a r c h a e o lo g y  m ay  

shed som e  l ight  on this .  F o r  the  m o m e n t  we can  only n o te  it  as  an  e x c e p t io n  

to  the  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  of  building houses  very  c lo se  to  t h e  s t r e e t .

This  p r a c t i c e  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  s eve ra l  high s ty l e  houses  bu il t  by w ea l th y  

m e r c h a n t s  in P o r t s m o u th  in the  e i g h te e n t h  c e n t u ry .  These houses o f t e n  had f ro n t  

yards  and  open s ty le  f e n c e s ,  c l ea r ly  des igned  so t h a t  peop le  could look a t  

t h e m .  G e o rg e  Boyd's  house in F igure  18 is a good e x a m p le .  But  for  th e  less 

w e a l th y ,  w hose  lo ts  w e re  s m a l le r ,  the  need  for  yard  sp a c e  pushed the i r  houses 

r igh t  up to  t h e  s t r e e t .  They  did not  co n c e rn  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  provid ing  v a n t 

ages  for passe rsby .

The o rg a n iz a t io n  of  lo ts  in Zone 1 a long t h e  r iv e r  fo l lowed a p a t t e r n  s im i 

lar  to  th ose  in Zone 3 in t h a t  t h e r e  was  a mix  of  r e s id e n t i a l  and c o m m e r c i a l  

use,  and l ike t h e  M arshall  s i t e ,  r e s id e n t ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r e d  f a r t h e s t  f r o m  

th e  w a t e r ' s  edge .  The r e s id e n t i a l  a r e a  usually inc luded  a dwel l ing and  yard ,  

a l though  som e  r e s id en t s  p la n ted  the i r  g a rdens  in p lo ts  a c ro s s  Water  S t r e e t  

in Zone 2. R e s id e n t i a l  use con t inued  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  per iod  as w ha r f  ow ners  

e i t h e r  l ived t h e r e  or  r e n t e d  the  houses  to  o th e r s  working  in the  a r e a .

C o m m e r c i a l  use of this  land d is t inguished  i t f rom  o t h e r  zones  and p laced  

c e r t a i n  d em an d s  on th e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  space .  Owners  and users  had to  s o r t  

th ings  o u t  so t h a t  goods e n t e r in g  and  leaving could do so e f f i c i e n t ly .  F i r s t ,  as  

a  logical  c o n s e q u e n c e  of  the  need  for  a c c e s s  f rom  th e  s t r e e t ,  dwel l ings  w ere  

s e t  to  one  side,  leav ing room  for  passage  to  the  w harves .  Such p assagew ays  

w e re  a p a r t  of  ev e ry  r i v e r f ro n t  lot  and w ere  g en e ra l ly  ab o u t  f i f t e e n  f e e t  wide .^
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Figure  18. Deta i l ,  "The South West P ro sp e c t  of  the Sea t  of  Colonel  G eorge  
Boyd a t  P o r t s m o u th ,  New Hampshire ,  New England,  1774." (Cour tesy  
Phill ips E x e t e r  A cadem y)
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A t  th e  o th e r  end  of  t h e  lots  t h e  f low of goods  n e c e s s i t a t e d  w h a rv es  laid

ou t  in such  a  fash ion  as  to  p e r m i t  enough sp a c e  for  ships to  m a n e u v e r  and

for  w orke r s  to  hand le  c a rg o .  Ini t ial ly th e  lo t s  ran  up to  tw o  hundred  f e e t  f rom
6

t h e  s t r e e t  t o  th e  low w a t e r  m ark .  O wners  c o n s t r u c t e d  e a r t h e n  f i l led w harves  

on th e  f l a t s ,  and  d red g ed  alongside  to  p e r m i t  dock ing  for  shal low d r a f t  v e s 

sels .  For l a rge r  ships th e y  bu il t  w h a rv es  on pil ings,  r eac h in g  o u t  a n o t h e r  two 

to  t h r e e  hundred  f e e t  by t h e  ea r ly  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y /

B ecause  the  ea r ly  lo ts  w e re  na r row ,  in s o m e  c a s e s  a w ha r f  a c tu a l ly  to uched  

th e  one  n e x t  to  i t  and was  acc e s s ib le  f ro m  only one side.  Such was  the  re la -
Q

t ionship  b e t w e e n  t h e  Shapley and Drisco  w h a rv es  in 1813 (F igure  19 ) .  Long 

Wharf ,  on the  o t h e r  hand,  s tood  on th e  lot s  t h a t  R ic h a rd  Wibird and his sons 

had com bined .  In thi s  c a s e  t h e r e  was  b r e a d t h  enough  fo r  a  s ingle  w ha r f  with 

ac c e s s  to  both  s ides.  The  Wibirds thus  had the  c a p a c i t y  for  handl ing more  

ships, th e re b y  m a x im iz in g  the  c o m m e r c i a l  use of  the i r  p ro p e r ty .

Owners  expande d  th e i r  w harves  in i n c r e m e n t s ,  a t t e m p t i n g  to  gain m ore  

sp ace  for  dock ing  and c a r g o  handling.  This p rocess  r e s u l t e d  in w id th  changes  

for  e a c h  w har f ,  a s  it  s t e p p e d  o u t  in to  the  r iver .  Sec t ions  of  w ha r f  ranged 

f rom t w e n t y  to  f i f t y  f e e t  wide.  The  wider  po r t ions  w e r e  n e c e ss a ry  for t e m p 

orary  s t o r a g e  of goods .  Bulky t i m b e r  p ro d u c ts ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  requ i red  la rge  

am o u n ts  of  open  w h a r f  s p a c e  as  hundreds  of  thousands  of  s tav es ,  boards  and 

planks co n v e rg e d  on the  p o r t  f rom  inland towns,  d e s t i n e d  for  ex p o r t .

B e tw ee n  the  dw el l ing  a t  one  end and the  dock ing  a r e a  a t  t h e  o th e r  s tood  

s to r e s  t h a t  t h e  w h a r f  owner  r e n t e d  to  o th e r  m e r c h a n t s  and t r a d e r s .  The o c 

c u p a n t s  had  c o m m o n  use of  the  pa s sagew ay  and w har f .  The  loca t ion  of  the

s to r e s  was well  s u i t e d  to  th e  func t ion  they  se rved ,  for  it  was  t h e r e  t h a t  in-
9

dividual  co n s u m ers  p u rch as ed  goods t h a t  had a r r iv e d  by ship.

Thus,  a ty p ica l  r i v e r f r o n t  lot  had t h r e e  p a r t s :  dwell ing ,  s to res ,  and w harf .  

This a r r a n g e m e n t  was  e v i d e n t  f rom th e  beg inning and  p e r s i s ted  as th e  wharves



and draw n
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r e a c h e d  ou t  in to  th e  r iver .  In 1717 John Snell 's  lo t  held a house,  shop,  w a r e 

house and w ha r f .  By 1813 t h a t  lo t  was  p a r t  of  th e  Long Wharf  p r o p e r ty ,  which

10
then  cons i s ted  of  tw o  dwel l ings ,  e ig h t  s to re s ,  and th e  w har f .

Although  th e  p r im ary  use  of lots  in Zones 1 and 3 involved t r a d e  or a 

t r a d e ,  m o s t  ow ne rs  s e t  a s ide  a t  l e a s t  a por t ion  of  th e i r  land to  m e e t  c e r 

ta in  bas ic  household  needs .  Because  a dw ell ing  s tood  on e a c h  lo t ,  t h e  owner  

had to  provide for  such  n e c e s s i t i e s  as  food,  fue l ,  w a t e r  and w a s te  disposal .

In Zone 2, w h e re  r e s id e n t i a l  use was  p r im ary ,  a l m o s t  al l  open  space  se rved  

th e s e  needs .  A t  m o s t  a  shop,  such  as Jo seph  M oulton 's  sm i thy ,  occup ied  a 

c o rn e r  of  a  lot .  The co o p e r s  J e r e m i a h  and D am ar i s  W hee lw r igh t  and the  m a s t  

m a k e r  J a m e s  Marden  ac tu a l ly  p r a c t i c e d  th e i r  t r a d e s  on nea rby  lots,  leaving 

th e i r  house lo ts  for  r e s id e n t i a l  u s e . 11 Thus, the  o rg a n iz a t io n  of  Zone  2 lots,  

and a por t ion  of  m os t  o th e r  lots,  r e s t e d  on th e  ways  in which people  w e re  

ab le  to  m e e t  the i r  bas ic  needs .

They did so w ith in  th e  c o n t e x t  of an  e c o n o m ic  sy s t e m  based  on t r a d e .

To vary ing  d e g re e s  th e s e  ne ighbors  depended  upon one  a n o t h e r ,  and upon th e  

town,  to  m e e t  the i r  needs .  They  did not ,  indeed  they  could not ,  p ro 

duce  e v e ry th in g  for  th e m s e lv e s .  Thei r  lo ts  w e re  too  smal l .

Sti l l,  they  did use the i r  yards  to  p roduce  som e  e s s e n t i a l  goods and to  a c 

com pl ish  c e r t a i n  ta sks .  A lm o s t  al l had ga rdens ,  s o m e  had wells ,  m any  had 

t r a s h  pi t s .  The a m o u n t  of s p a c e  d e v o te d  to  th e se  needs  depended  on th e  

s ize  of  t h e  lot .  As th e  a m o u n t  of  ava i lab le  yard  sp ace  dec l ined ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  

a t  the  end  of  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  the  r e s id en t s  b e c a m e  m o re  d e p e n d e n t  

upon f a c i l i t i e s  and  se rv ice s  o u ts id e  th e  bounds of  th e i r  own lots  to  m e e t  the ir  

needs .

F i rs t ,  le t  us cons ide r  food .  When Benjamin  Pu r r in g to n  sold his house  to 

John Smith  in July  1716, he r e s e rv e d  for  h im se l f  the  p roduce  f rom the  garden



t h a t  he  had p la n te d  in the  s p r i n g . ^  The  ga rden  r e p r e s e n t e d  an i n v e s t m e n t  

of  t i m e  and  r e s o u rc e s  to  P u r r ing ton .  Its yield would he lp  to  f e e d  his fam i ly  

and  pe rhaps ,  th rough  sa le ,  p rovide  a m eans  to  pu rchase  o th e r  goods.

G ardens  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  of  house lo ts  a t  our s i t e .  They  a r e  m e n 

t ioned  r eg u la r ly  in p ro p e r ty  deeds .  In a  few cases  an ow ner  w a n te d  to  d e 

v o te  m o s t  of  his  land to  c o m m e r c e  and  so he pu rch ased  or r e n t e d  land nearby  

13for  a  g a rd en .  But th e  ga rden  usually s tood  with in  th e  bounds of  th e  house-  

lo t ,  p laying an i m p o r ^ ' n t  ro le  in the  dai ly d o m e s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  house 

hold.

Based  on a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n c e  th e  ga rden  behind John  S he rbu rne ' s  

house ap p e a r s  to  have  been  s im i la r  to  ga rdens  e l s e w h e re  in New England  du r 

ing the  f i r s t  hal f  of th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u ry .  The  o c c u p a n t s  of the  house,  

S h e r b u r n e s 1 he i rs  and the ir  t e n a n t s ,  p la n ted  in ra ised  beds ,  one to  tw o  f e e t  

high,  held up by boards .  P a th s  m a d e  of  smal l  s tones ,  g rave l ,  and f r a g m e n t s  of 

bones ,  pipe, s t e m s  and c e r a m ic s ,  s e p a r a t e d  the  beds.  A pole  or  s t o c k a d e  type  

f e n c e  su r rounded  th e  g a rden  and yard to  k eep  an im a ls  ou t .  In th e  beds they  

p la n te d  v e g e t a b l e s  such as t h e  peas ,  p o t a to e s ,  tu rn ips ,  c a b b a g e ,  onions and 

c a r r o t s ,  l i s ted  on an  inven to ry  of  the  p ro p e r ty  ta k en  in 17 5 4 . ^

In t h e  Sherburne  yard  t h e r e  w e re  also,  a t  l e a s t  in the  e a r l i e r  yea r s  of  the  

c e n t u r y ,  a  num b e r  of f r u i t  t r e e s ,  surv ivors of  Samuel P enha l low 's  o rch a rd .  

These  p rov ided  f r e sh  app les  for  pies in th e  fal l ,  and possibly c ider  fo r  the  r e s t  

of  th e  yea r .  The  1754 inven to ry  l ists two hogsheads  of  c id e r ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  

t h e  S h e rb u rn e ' s  w e re  con t inu ing  to  m a in ta in  the  o rchard .

They  al so  had a  barn  in which  they  k e p t  a  horse ,  a  cow and a sow. Do

m e s t i c  an im a ls  w e re  co m m o n  a t  our s i t e .  The e a r l i e s t  e x t a n t  inven to ry ,  t a k e n  

in 1700 of  Nicho las  F o l l e t t ' s  e s t a t e ,  l ists  e ig h te e n  sheep  and a c o w . ^  The 

sheep  r e f l e c t  hom e t e x t i l e  p roduc t ion  during the e a r l i e s t  years  of d ev e lo p 

m e n t  of  the  s i te .  They b e c a m e  less c o m m o n  as dem ands  for  open sp a c e  grew



and as c o m m e r c e  p rovided  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  hom e  p roduc t ion .  But c a t t l e  

and  swine  r e m a in e d  a  r e g u la r  f e a t u r e  of  house lo ts ,  giving m e a t  and  dai ry  

p ro d u c ts  to  f am i l i e s  in to  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry .

The food t h a t  the  Sherburnes  and o th e r s  p roduced  in the i r  ya rd s  w as  not  

th e i r  so le s o u rc e  of  n o u r i shm e n t .  In th e  e a r l i e s t  yea rs  m any  of t h e m  had o u t 

lying f a rm s  w h e re  t h e y  al so  g rew  crops  and ra ised  l i ves tock .  L a t e r ,  f a r m e r s  

f rom  the  o u t s k i r t s  of  P o r t s m o u th  and f rom  neighboring  c o m m u n i t i e s  b rough t  

provis ions in to  tow n  to  e x c h a n g e  for  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods. S hopkeepers  took 

th e  p roduce  and reso ld  it  t o  local  inha b i tan t s .  The town also had se v e ra l  m a r k 

e t s  a t  which local  peop le  could  t r a d e  d i r e c t ly  w ith  the f a r m e r s .  A t  the  w e s t e rn  

e dge  of  th e  c o m p a c t  p a r t  o f  town t h e r e  was a  hay m a r k e t  w h e re  r e s id e n t s  

could  buy w h e a t ,  rye ,  co rn  and  o th e r  g ra ins  for  th e m s e lv e s  and  th e i r  l i ves tock .  

T he re  was  a provisions  m a r k e t  a t  Spring Hill on th e  no r th  w a t e r f r o n t ,  for  the  

sa le  of  such  foods  as  m u t to n ,  vea l ,  lamb, pork,  fowl,  b u t t e r  and  eggs .  The  town 

also had  tw o  f ish m a rk e t s ,  one  a t  Spring Hill and  one  a t  Swing Bridge in our 

n e i g h b o r h o o d . ^

Thus, th e  r e s id en t s  of  our  ne ighborhood t r a d e d  fo r  food as well  as  g rew  the i r  

own. The  s a m e  mix  of  h o m e  p roduc t ion  and  t r a d e  is e v id e n t  in th e  way  people  

go t  w a te r .  Not e v e ry  house lo t  had a well .  A single  well  could  m e e t  the  

needs  of  many households,  and  if o n e ' s  neighbor  had a l re ady  dug one  i t  was 

g en e ra l ly  c h e a p e r  to  a r r a n g e  to  use i t  r a t h e r  than  dig o n e ' s  own.

We know only a l i t t l e  ab o u t  such  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  When John C u t t  g ave  a 

lo t  to  his  f r iend  R euben  Hull in 1674, he al so g a v e  Hull " l ibe r ty  to  f e t c h  w a t e r  

a t  a  well  t h a t  sa id Hull has digged with in  th e  land of  said C u t t . "  By 1702 

William P a r t r i d g e  owned the  land w h ere  t h e  wel l  was,  and Hull 's  widow gave  

up her  r ig h t  to  i t  "for a  c ons ide ra b le  sum of c u r r e n t  money ."  In o t h e r  cases  

N a than ie l  Ayers  r e t a in e d  th e  r ight  to  use a  well in a p a rce l  of land he sold to 

a ne ighbor,  and Samuel Hutch ins  acqu i red  th e  use of  a  well  e l s e w h e re  on



George  W al ton 's  land when he  p u rch as ed  a  lo t  f rom  Wal ton  in 1778.^

There  w e r e  a lso  public w ell s .  In 1701 th e  town g a v e  J a m e s  Booth  p e rm is 

sion to  dig a well  in th e  s t r e e t  in t h e  f ro n t  of his house ,  p rov ided  e v e ry  fami ly  

in t h e  c o m m u n i t y  had th e  r ig h t  to  d raw  w a t e r  t h e r e .  In 1737 th e  s e l e c t m e n  

opened  a well  by th e  town s to c k s ,  and in 1766 a  n um be r  of  peop le  c o n t r i b u t e d  

money  to  h a v e  one  dug and  s to n e d  n ea r  th e  new m a r k e t  house  a t  Spring Hill. 

This l a t t e r  in s t a n c e  p rov ides  us w ith  a c lue  to  the  va lue  of  w a t e r ,  for  those

who had not  subsc r ibed  to  t h e  digging had to  pay four p e n c e  for  e a c h  hogshead  

18t h a t  they  d rew .

Thus,  a  r e s id e n t  of  our s i t e  m ay  have  d raw n  w a t e r  f rom  his or  her  qwn 

well ,  f rom  t h a t  of  a  ne ighbor ,  or  f rom  a town pump.  One would e x p e c t  to 

f ind in a  yard  e i t h e r  a  well ,  p robably  of  s to n e  w i th  a pump a t t a c h e d ,  or  a 

c o n t a in e r  such  as a  hogshead  to  hold w a te r .  The c o n t a i n e r  m ay  have  been  

above  ground,  b u t  no t  n ece ss a r i ly .  A rch aeo lo g is t s  e x c a v a t e d  tw o  bur ied  b a r 

re ls  s t and ing  up r igh t ,  e a c h  m e a s u r in g  one f o o t  t e n  inches  in d i a m e t e r  by tw o  

f e e t  in leng th ,  beh ind  the  house  of  P e t e r  Lowd, a  c o o p e r .  The fo rm  of th e se  

c o n t a in e r s  m ay  r e l a t e  to  Low d 's  o c c u p a t io n ,  bu t  th e  a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  sugges t
i 9

th e y  fu n c t io n ed  as a  w a t e r  r e se rv o i r .

The disposal  of  w a s t e  was  a n o t h e r  fu n c t io n  c a r r i e d  o u t  in th e  yard .  O c c u 

p an t s  had to  g e t  r id of  s e w a g e  and  t r a s h ,  and in s o m e  c a s e s  p rovide  for  

d ra in a g e  f rom  th e i r  p ro p e r t i e s .  They  gen e ra l ly  hand led  t r a s h  casua l ly ,  s c a t 

te r in g  i t  ab o u t  th e  yard ,  or us ing it  to  fill depress ions .  A f t e r  E dw ard  Toogood 's

d e a t h ,  for  e x a m p le ,  his f am i ly  took  a d v a n t a g e  of  th e  c l ay  p i t  he had used  for

20making  br icks  to  d e p o s i t  i ts  t r a s h .  On the  Sherbu rne  p r o p e r ty  n ea rb y  the

a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  found s e v e ra l  t r a s h  pi t s ,  possibly dug or ig ina l ly  to  ra is e  th e

21level  of  ground e l se w h e re .

The o c c u p a n t s  had pr iv ies  or pi ts ,  s o m e t im e s  ca l led  sinks or vau l t s ,  for 

s ew age .  T he re  a r e  a n um be r  of  e x c a v a t e d  pr iv ies  d a t in g  f rom the  n in e t e e n t h



c e n t u r y  a t  our  s i t e ,  and one  f ro m  a b o u t  1760 in t h e  n o r th  end of t o w n . 22 

They  a r e  woodlined ,  usually r e c t a n g u l a r ,  f r o m  six to  e i g h t  f e e t  deep ,  and  lo

c a t e d  aw ay  f ro m  dwell ings a long  lo t  l ines.  The  pr ivy  of Lowd,  t h e  c o o p e r ,  is 

unusual  in t h a t  i t  is a n o t h e r  bu r ied  b a r r e l ,  this  one  3 '8" in d i a m e t e r  and  six 

f e e t  deep .

S u r fa c e  d ra in a g e  f rom  lo t s  fo l lowed  th e  n a tu ra l  s lope of  land down to  the  

r ive r  and cove ,  and g e n e ra l ly  c a u s e d  no p rob lem  fo r  re s iden t s .  The deeds  

r e c o rd  only one in s ta n c e  in which  one  ne ighbor  had a s t a t e d  r igh t  to  run  a 

d ra in  th rough  a n o t h e r ' s  yard .  Most  o f t e n  th e y  ro u te d  w a t e r  and e f f l u e n t  into 

t h e  s t r e e t s ,  som e  of which  had  c o m m o n  "shore s"  or s ew ers  running  th rough  

th e m .  23

The f inal  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  of  th e  d o m e s t i c  yard  was  th e  wood pile  or 

possibly a wood shed.  . In th i s  c a s e ,  th e  r e s id e n t s  used sp a c e  for  s t o r a g e  

r a t h e r  than  p roduc t ion .  In t h e  e a r l i e s t  d e c a d e s  of  the  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  those  

who owned ou t ly ing  f a r m l a n d  could  p rov ide  for  th e i r  own needs .  But  quickly  

those  who lived a t  our s i t e  b e c a m e  d e p e n d e n t  upon o th e r s  for  the i r  supp lies  of  

fuel .  As ea r ly  as 1705 th e  town ap p o in te d  c o r d e r s  to  o v e r s e e  the  s a le  of  wood.  

The c o rd e r s  r e c e iv e d  t h r e e  p e n c e  per  co rd ,  paid by th e  pu rchase r ,  and anyone  

c a u g h t  sel l ing  w i th o u t  no t i fy ing  the  c o rd e r s  paid a f ine  of  tw e lv e  p e n c e  a cord .  

Wood a r r iv e d  by gundalow on th e  w a t e r f r o n t  or  by c a r t  or  s led  o ve r  land.  

Supplies a p p a r e n t ly  k e p t  p a c e  with  inc reas ing  d em ands ,  a l though  in 

1766 seve ra l  in h a b i tan t s  co m p la in e d  ab o u t  th e  "many O b s t ru c t io n s  to  t h e  

Landing  of  Wood on th e  Town Wharf ."  T h e re  w e r e  al so  c o n c e rn s  voiced  

in th e  s e v e n t i e s  a b o u t  i n e f f e c t i v e  r e g u la t io n s  and  lax e n f o r c e m e n t ,  e spec ia l ly  

reg a rd in g  wood c a r r i e d  in by land,  and a b o u t  a t t e m p t s  to  m onopo l ize  th e  

t r a d e . 2 ^

Woodpiles, ga rdens ,  sheds,  barns ,  pr iv ies ,  wells  - such f e a t u r e s  f i l led  the  

yards  t h a t  lay alongside  and behind the  dwel l ings  in our ne ighborhood.  As



popu la t ion  d en s i ty  in c re as ed ,  t h e  houses  g rew  in num b e r  and s ize ,  and the  

a m o u n t  of  yard  sp a c e  d e c r e a s e d .  As e a r l y  as  t h e  1750s t h e r e  w e r e  signs of 

s t r a in ,  as  t h e  need  for  s p a c e  beg an  to  push a g a i n s t  t h e  bounds of  lots.

Even e a r l i e r ,  in 1737, t h e  tow n  took  G e o rg e  Wal ton  to  c o u r t  for en 

c ro ac h in g  upon a s t r e e t  when he s e t  up his t a n n e r y .  The s t r e e t  (Washington) 

had a  jog in i t ,  and Wal ton took  a d v a n t a g e  of i t  by building a  s t r a i g h t  f ence ,

t h e re b y  enc los ing  p a r t  of  t h e  s t r e e t  w i th  his  p r o p e r ty .  The town r e v e r s e d  his

25a c t io n  and  th e  jog r e m a in s  in the  s t r e e t  today .

Wal ton 's  m o t iv a t io n  m a y  have  been  g r e e d  r a t h e r  than  need ,  bu t  in 1751

and th e n  regu la r ly  in th e  1760s the  p rob lem  of e n c r o a c h m e n t  was  c om m on

enough to  p ro m p t  th e  tow n  to  appo in t  c o m m i t t e e s  to  m e a s u r e  th e  wid th

26of al l s t r e e t s  and sue anyone  whose  p r o p e r ty  in t ruded  on a  public way.

By th e  1790s when as w e  have  seen  t h e r e  was  a  r e l a t i v e ly  rap id  in

c r e a s e  in t h e  co n s u m p t io n  of  open  space  a t  our  s i t e  in h a b i t a n t s  began  to 

publicly exp res s  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t  cordw ood ,  rubbish ,  c r a t e s ,  c a r t s  and w h e e l 

bar row s  b locking p assage  a long  s t r e e t s  and a l leys .  The c ro w d ed  s t r e e t s  

caused  p rob lem s  for  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  lead ing  t h e  to w n  to pu t  in s idewalks  and to 

pass a  law to  p r e v e n t  anyone  f ro m  driv ing  a c h a i s e  or c a r t  up on to  the  p a v e 

m e n t .  Tha les  Y e a to n ,  for  one ,  found i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  e r e c t  a  g r a n i t e  pos t  t o

27p r o t e c t  t h e  c o rn e r  of  his new house f ro m  the  t r a f f i c .

O verc row d ing  al so r a i s e d  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t  h e a l th  and  th e  w a te r  supply.

In 1796 th e  to w n  e s tab l i s h ed  a f ine for  anyone  digging a  v a u l t  or  sink t h a t

p r e s e n t e d  a  dange r  to  ne ighbors  or  pas sengers ,  and  in 1802 a local  physic ian

c i t e d  "overflowing vau l t s ,  sew ers ,  d rains ,  w ith  g a r b a g e  and f i l th  in t h e  s t r e e t s ,

28lanes ,  yards ,  c e l l a r s ,  e t c . "  as  a  cau se  of  s ickness  t h e n  t h r e a t e n i n g  the  town.

The sm a l le r  yards  and m o re  peop le  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  m o re  pr ivies,

t h a t  th e se  pr ivies  w e re  f i l led  m o re  rap id ly ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  stood  c loser  to

7 9wells,  t h r e a t e n i n g  to  c o n t a m i n a t e  the  w a t e r . -  One so lu t ion  was  to  regu la r ly



c lean  th e  pr ivies,  which  a p p a r e n t ly  was  done in t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry .

A no the r  so lu t ion  was  to  bring f re sh  w a t e r  in f ro m  a  s o u rce  o u t  of  town.

In 1796 s ix te en  m e rc h a n t s  jo ined  to  build an a q u a d u c t  to  c a r r y  w a t e r  f rom  a 

spring  a b o u t  t h r e e  mi les  d i s t a n t .  By 1800 the  s y s t e m  of underground  wooden 

pipes had r e a c h e d  our ne ighborhood  and had begun to  s e r v e  houses  along
in

P i t t  (Court )  and Washing ton S t r e e t s .  The a q u a d u c t  did n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  repl

th e  need  for  wells ,  for  i t  to ok  m any  yea r s  for  t h e  s y s t e m  to  r e a c h  all houses.

The d e c r e a s e  in yard  s p a c e  al so  m a de  people  m o re  d e p e n d e n t  upon o th e rs

for  food.  Dur ing  th e  n in e t i e s  t h e  tow n  took  s teps  to  build a new hay  m a r k e t

and a new provisions m a r k e t ,  m ore  "Com m odious  <3c C e n t r a l "  than  th e  old.

The new m a r k e t  a p p e a re d  in 1800, tw o  s to r i e s  high, 80 f e e t  long,  ^0 f e e t

wide,  and bui l t  of  brick.

By th is  t im e  it was  possib le for  som eone  to  do w i th o u t  a g a rd en .  When

John Shapley had a house  bu il t  n ex t  to  the  S herburne  house  in 1797, he l e f t

no ro om  for  a  garden .  It was  m ore  im p o r t a n t  to  him to have  a  building

la rge  enough for  his dwel l ing and  a s to r e ,  f rom  which he sold im p o r t e d  goods,

32including f lour  and raisins.  His need  for  v e g e t a b le s  was  eas i ly  sa t i s f i e d  

th rough  t r a d e .

Shap ley 's  c a s e  is an e x t r e m e  e x a m p le  of  th e  t r e n d  to w a rd  g r e a t e r  d e p e n 

d e n c e  on o th e r s  fo r  se rv ice s .  Weil in to  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o t h e r  house-  

lot s  con t in u ed  to  p rovide  for  bas ic  needs .  Sixty yea r s  a f t e r  Shapley had dis

pensed  with  a ga rden ,  Mary Rider  s ti l l  had one.  She a lso  had a  privy and 

co rdw ood  in her  yard ,  a l though  she probab ly  go t  her  w a t e r  f ro m  the  a q u ad u c t .  

Thus, a l though  t h e r e  was  g en e ra l ly  less room than  t h e r e  o nce  had  been ,  some 

yards con t inued  to  func t ion  as they  had for  nea r ly  tw o  c e n tu r i e s .



C H A P T E R  N O T E S

* S teven  P e n d e r y  and  Helen  C hase ,  " P re l im in a ry  R e p o r t ,  H is to r ica l  A rch 
aeo logy  of t h e  Marsha ll  P o t t e r y  S ite ,"  S t r a w b e r y  Banke,  Inc. , 1977.
2

A lthough M arsha l l ' s  house  was a t  t h e  s t r e e t  end  of th e  p ro p e r ty  i t  m ay  
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9

For  a r e f e r e n c e  to  seve ra l  o c c u p a n t s  using th e  s a m e  p as sag e  and  w har f  
s ee  R o c k in g h a m C oun ty  De e d s , 161: 243; [003].
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^  R o c k in g h a m C o u n ty  D e e d s , 9: 320; [202].
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i ^ F a i t h  H a r r in g to n  and S teven  Pendery ,  " P re l im in a ry  R e p o r t  on the  Sherburne  
House S ite ,"  S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  Inc. 1983; New H a m pshire  Prov inc ia l  P r o b a t e  
R eco rd s ,  20: 377; [407].

15 Ibid.,  5: 32; [702].

16 P o r t s m o u th  Town R ecords ,  2: 46, 142, 147, 164, 167, 169, 170, 196, 201,
211,  216,  355.

^  R o c k in g h a m C o u n ty  De e d s , 3: 101, 6 : 327, 110: 165; [407], [804].

^  P o r t s mo u th  Tow n R e c o rd s , 2: 8 F, 8 8 , 208, 222.
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2 * H ar r in g to n  and  Pendery ,  "The S herburne  House S ite ,"  p. 21; [407].

2 2  P e n d e ry  and  C hase ,  "The Marshal l  P o t t e r y  S ite ,"  pp. 26ff ;  [501]. H ar r ing ton  
and P en d e ry ,  "The Sherbu rne  House S ite ,"  p. 12; [407]. F a i t h  H ar r ing ton ,
"The F o l l e t t  S i te  E x c a v a t io n , "  S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  Inc.,  1981, p. 18; [702].
G. G r a f f a m ,  " P re l im in a ry  S i te  R e p o r t  of  t h e  R ider-W ood House S ite ,"  
S t r a w b e ry  Banke ,  Inc.,  1981, np; [802]. Aileen  B u t ton  Agnew, " P re l im in a ry  
R e p o r t  of  th e  D ee r  S t r e e t  II A rchaeo log ica l  P r o j e c t , "  S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  Inc., 
1981, p. 16.

22> R o c k ingham  C o u n ty  Deeds ,  356: 224; [305]. P o r t s m o u th  Town R ecords ,
2: 188, 199.

Ibid., 2: 46, 205,  233, 252,  253, 326, 327, 354, 425.
25 New H a m pshire  P rov inc ia l  C o u r t  R e c o r d s , 21466; [804].

2^ P o r t s m outh  Tow n R e c o r d s , 2: 126, 166, 174, 191, 192, 197.

27 Ibid., 3: 176, 183, 230, 281.

Ibid.,  3: 317; New H a m pshire  G a z e t t e , June ,  1802.

29 A rch aeo lo g is t s  have  found only one  privy in P o r t s m o u th  d a t in g  f ro m  the  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  they  may  have  been  u n com m on .  R es i 
d e n t s  m ay  h ave  d isposed  of hum an  w a s t e  by dumping into t h e  r iver  or  on to  
m a n u re  piles .

^ 0  "P e t i t i o n  of t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  of  th e  P o r t s m o u th  A qu ad u c t ,  N ovem ber  27, 
1797," MS, P o r t s m o u t h  A th e n a e u m ;  "An A c t  to  In c o rp o ra t e  C e r t a i n  Persons  
for  th e  P urpose  of  Bringing F resh  W ate r  in t h e  Town of P o r t s m o u t h  by 
S u b te r r a n e o u s  P ipes ,  D e c e m b e r  19, 1797," Laws of Ne w Ha m pshire 
(Concord ,  NH: Evans  P r in t ing ,  Co. ,  1917) 6 : 467.

^  P o r t s m o u th  Tow n R eco rds ,  3: 184, 229, 237,  279, 389.

The O r a c l e  of th e  Day,  No v e m ber  2, 1796, a d v e r t i s e s  th e  sa le  of  th e se  
c o m m o d i t i e s  f rom  Shap ley 's  s to r e ;  [406].

33 R ockingham C ounty  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s .



C H A P T E R  V

BUILDINGS

A f t e r  th e  p u rc h a s e  of  a  v a c a n t  parce l  of  land a new ow ner ,  if he planned  

to  live th e re ,  ex p en d e d  t i m e  and r e s o u rc e s  to  c o n s t r u c t  a dwell ing  and o th e r  

buildings. This  a c t i v i t y  was  not  only co m m o n  in the  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  of  deve lop 

m e n t  of  our  s i t e ,  bu t  al so  r e p e a t e d  i t se lf  th ro u g h o u t  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  as 

new pa rce l s  b e c a m e  ava i lab le .  In add i t ion ,  s u bse quen t  ow ners  o f t e n  r ep laced ,  

changed ,  or  added  to  o lder  s t r u c t u r e s ,  in re sponse  to  new needs ,  t a s t e s  and 

technology .  It was  this  a c t i v i t y  m o re  th a n  any  o th e r  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m e d  the 

physica l  e n v i ro n m e n t  into a p lace  w h e re  peop le  could  l ive and  work.

During th e  ini t ial  phase  of land division in the  1690s the  new inhab i tan t s

bui l t  a t  l e a s t  e ig h t  and possibly as many as s ix te e n  houses a t  th e  si te .^ One

of th e se  be longed  to  John Hill. On March  15, 1698, in the  p r e s e n c e  of his

ne ighbors  T hom as  Phipps and G eo rg e  Snell ,  Hill a r r a n g e d  to  have  Edward

Toogood and  Sam ue l  Hill, a l so neighbors ,  dig and s to n e  a  c e l l a r  on p ro p e r ty  he

had pu rch ased  th e  prev ious  yea r  f ro m  Samuel C u t t .  The n e x t  m on th ,  aga in

w ith  Phipps  and  Snell p r e s e n t ,  he c o n t r a c t e d  w i th  E dw ard  S k a te  to  build

a house.  By ex am in in g  th e s e  c o n t r a c t s  we c a n  r e c o n s t r u c t  th e  s t e p s  t a k e n  to 

2
build Hil l ' s  house .

A t  th e  t i m e  he p u rchased  land a long the  cove ,  Hill was  a c a p t a in  in the  

mi l i t ia ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Mary,  an  English o u tp o s t  in Saco,  Maine.  This may 

exp lain why he  did no t  build a house  on his P o r t s m o u th  p ro p e r ty  im m e d ia te ly  

a f t e r  pu rch as e .  Ins tead  he w a i t e d  a lm o s t  a  full y ea r ,  f r o m  May of 1697 to 

March  of 1698, to  begin  c o n s t ru c t io n .  In t h e  spring,  jus t  a f t e r  the  thaw ,  the 

masons  Toogood and Hill began  to  dig a c e l l a r  30 f e e t  long,  18 f e e t  wide,  and

93
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6 f e e t  deep .  They than  bu il t  a s to n e  founda t ion  for  t h e  house ,  r is ing ab o u t  

tw o  f e e t  ab o v e  g round leve l ,  and inco rp o ra t in g  one  window and £wo s to n e  

s t a i rw a y s .  One  s t a i r w a y  would be used to  e n t e r  t h e  c e l l a r  th ro u g h  a bu lkhead ,  

the  o th e r  would p rov ide  a c c e s s  f ro m  with in  th e  house.  F inal ly ,  b e c a u s e  the  

w a t e r  t a b le  is high n ea r  the  cove ,  they  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  d ra in  w i th  pumps  to  

c a r r y  w a t e r  o u t  of  the  ce l l a r .

While th e  masons  w e r e  c o m p le t in g  th e  ce l la r ,  Hill c a m e  to  an a g r e e m e n t  

w ith  S ka te ,  t h e  c a r p e n t e r ,  r e g a rd in g  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  of  the  house .  It was 

l e f t  to Hill to  f ind th e  n e c e s s a ry  building m a te r i a l s .  He had "o hew th e  t i m 

be rs  and bring th e m  to  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  s i te .  He was  also respons ib le  for 

g e t t i n g  all boards ,  shingles and nails .  O nce  all the  m a t e r i a l  was  on hand,  and 

the  c e l l a r  was  f in ished ,  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  began  his work.

The c o n t r a c t  ca l led  fo r  a  house k 2  f e e t  by 31 f e e t ,  or  a bou t  tw ic e  as l a rge  

as t h e  c e l la r .  It would h ave  two "square  room s"  with  a l e an to  k i t c h e n  in the  

r e a r ,  c h a m b e r s  above  and a  gab le  above  the lean to .  F igure  20 i l lu s t r a t e s  this 

a r r a g e m e n t .  S k a t e ' s  f i r s t  t a sk  was  to  squa re  th e  t i m b e r s  for  "Eight  g r e a t  

Pos ts  for  th e  Square  rooms,  and Four Smal le r  ones  for  th e  L in toe ."  He also 

p re p a re d  sills,  b eam s ,  joi sts ,  r a f t e r s ,  purlins,  and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r a l  un it s ,  c u t t i n g  

m o r t i s e s  and tenons  so t h a t  the var ious  p a r t s  would f i t  t o g e t h e r .  O nce  he was  

re a d y  he ca l led  on o t h e r  m en  in the  ne ighborhood to  he lp  ra i se  t h e  f r a m e .

This was  done  by ea r ly  July .

Meanwhile ,  Toogood and Samuel Hill w e re  mak ing  b r icks  for  t h e  ch im ney .  

B e c a u se  of th e i r  bulk and  w e igh t ,  and b e c a u se  th e  ing red ien t s  f ro m  which  

th e y  a r e  m a d e  a r e  found a lm o s t  an yw here ,  b ricks  have  usually been  m a n u 

f a c t u r e d  loca l ly .  This was  c e r t a in l y  t h e  c a s e  w ith  John Hil l ' s  house.  The  

masons  e a c h  ow ned  p ro p e r ty  just  a  few house lo ts  down th e  cove .  Their  

lots  w e re  la rge ,  giving them  am ple  room to  p roduce  the  "good and well b u rn t  

Bricks"  to which they  had a g re e d .  In a pi t they  mixed  c lay ,  sand and  w a te r ;



95

;J

'3
■|
i

3L‘

F igure  20. John  Hill House,  bu il t  in 1698; c o n j e c tu r a l  
d raw ing  based  on build ing c o n t r a c t s .
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and when i t was  t h e  co n s i s t e n c y  of  so f t  mud they  put  the  m ix tu r e  in to  molds. 

The m o is t  b r icks  thus  fo r m e d  w e re  then  ta k en  f rom  t h e  molds  and s e t  o u t  to  

dry,  p robab ly  under  a  shed .  A f t e r  the  br icks  w e re  dry  th e  b r ick lay e r s  s t a c k e d  

th e m  fo r  burning,  f o rm ing  w h a t  was  ca l led  a c l a m p  or scove-k i ln .  They then  

bu i l t  f i r e s  inside the  c l a m p ,  m a in ta in in g  th e  h e a t  fo r  s e v e ra l  days.  A f t e r  the  

b r icks  had coo led  th e y  d i s m a n t l e d  the  c l am p  and s o r t e d  th e  bricks .  The  h a rd 

e s t  ones ,  which  had been  c l o s e s t  to  th e  source  of  h e a t ,  would be used above 

th e  roof  w h e re  t h e  c h im n e y  was  exposed  to  w e a th e r .  ^

With th e s e  b r icks  Toogood and Hill c o n s t r u c t e d  a c h im n ey  w i th  t h r e e  f i r e 

p laces  on the  f i r s t  f loor ,  one  for  e a c h  of  the  square  room s  and one for  th e  

k i t chen .  These f i r e p l a c e s  w e r e  e igh t  f e e t  wide and the  one  in th e  k i t c h e n  con 

ta in ed  an "oven of a  r a t i o n a l l  bigness."  U ps ta i r s  in t h e  c h a m b e r s  t h e r e  w e re  

tw o  s m a l le r ,  f ive  fo o t  wide f i r e p l a c e s .  The ch im n ey  then  e x t e n d e d  above  the 

roof  "a f i t  and P ro p o r t io n a b le  he igh th ."

While t h e  b r i c k l a y e r s  w e r e  a t  th e i r  work Ska te  was  enclos ing  th e  f r a m e  

with  " F e a th e r e d  Edge boards ."  He th e n  laid th e  f loors ,  w ith  double  boards ,  

and p laned the  upper  s u r f a c e  of th e m .  He m a d e  th e  o u t e r  doors  and hung 

th e m .  Final ly,  fo r  the  p roper  f inishing of the  in te r io r ,  he  c u t  c h a m f e r s  in 

"all  the  s u m m e rs ,  g i r t s ,  and b eam s ,"  and p la ned  "al l t h a t  P a r t  of al l t h e  Sum-
L_

m ers ,  g ir t s ,  b eam s  and  Pos ts ,  w is to  be  seen ."

The b r ick laye rs  f in ished by th e  f i r s t  of  S e p te m b e r ,  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  by the  

s ix t e e n th .  It had t a k en  seven  m onths  to  c o m p l e t e  the  building.  The c o s t  to 

J o h n  Hill was 72/10. He paid ^5/10 to Toogood and Hill, one  ha lf  when the 

c e l l a r  was  c o m p le t e  and t h e  bricks  had been  f ir ed ,  the  o t h e r  hal f  when the  

job was  f in ished.  To Ska te  w e n t  9 when th e  f r a m e  was  ra ised ,  and 18 when 

t h e  house was c o m p le t e d .  The c a r p e n t e r  r e c e iv e d  less t h a n  th e  b r ick laye rs  

no t  b e c a u se  his job was  e a s ie r  bu t  b eca u se  Hill had prov ided  th e  t im b e r  and 

o t h e r  m a te r i a l s .  Toogood and Samuel Hill, on the  o t h e r  hand,  had found or
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produced  "a t  yr own co s t ,  and  cha rge s ,  al l and al l m a n n e r  of  Br icks,  Stones ,  

t im b e r ,  L im e  and  al l  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l l s  w h a t s o e v e r "  n eed e d  for  th e  ch im ney  and 

ce l la r .

Hill ' s  house was  c o m p l e t e d  as  a  s ingle p r o j e c t  dur ing  the  course  of  one 

building season .  Even  th e  l e a n to ,  o f t e n  a  l a t e r  add i t ion  to  a  sm a l le r  house,  was 

in c o rp o ra te d  in to  t h e  o r ig ina l  des ign .  John  S h e rb u rn e ' s  house (F igure 21) 

now ever ,  was  bu il t  in s t a g e s .  S he rbu rne ' s  house has surv ived ,  though  it was 

a d a p t e d  to  d i f f e r e n t  s ty le s  and  uses  over  t h e  yea rs .  Its f r a m e ,  however ,  r.e- 

ma ines  i n t a c t  and c l a r ly  shows t h a t  it was or ig ina l ly  bu il t  acc o rd in g  to a  one-  

room plan.  T h a t  is, i t  had one  la rge  room dow ns ta i r s ,  w ith  a ch im ney  a t  the  

e a s t e r n  end ,  and a c h a m b e r  ups ta i r s .  This p a r t  of  th e  house was  bui l t  s o m e

t im e  a f t e r  S he rbu rne  p u rc h a s e d  his lot in 1695. L a t e r ,  and c e r t a in l y  prior  to 

F e b ru a ry  of  1704, an  add i t ion  was m a de  to  th e  e a s t e r n  end of th e  house,  r e 

su lt ing  in a s ingle  building w i th  a c e n t r a l  c h im ney .  (In F eb ru a ry  1704 a deed 

f ro m  S h e rb u rn e ' s  widow Mary to  the ir  son Joseph  m e n t io n s  " the  lower room a t  

ye Eas t  End of th e  dwel l ing house ." )^

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  house in s t a g e s  m ay  have  been  typ ica l .  A bbo t t  

Lowell  C u m m in g s '  s tudy  of 144 M as sa ch u s e t t s  houses  bu il t  b e fo re  1725 shows 

t h a t  m o re  th a n  ha l f  w e re  bu i l t  on a one - ro o m  plan,  and  m os t  of  the se  w ere  

l a t e r  e n l a r g e d .^  Thus,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  Hil l 's  house m ay  have  been  unusual .

In th e  c o n t r a c t s  he  is l i s ted  as being f rom  Saco  F o r t  in th e  P rov ince  of  Maine,  

and a p p a r e n t ly  he did no t  h a v e  im m e d i a t e  need  for  s h e l t e r  in P o r t s m o u th .  Not 

only did he w a i t  a year  to  begin  co n s t ru c t io n ,  b u t  with in  tw o  yea rs  of i ts  c o m 

ple t ion  he m ay  have  been  living in Berwick .  Although he con t inued  to  own it 

unti l  his d e a t h  in th e  1730s, he may never  have  l ived in th e  house.^  Thus,

John Hil l ' s  house  m ay  have  been  bui l t  as an in v e s tm e n t ,  and does  not  r e f l e c t  

the  g ro w th  of  a  house  in re sponse  to the  need of  i ts inhab i tan ts .

A t  th e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  Hill and o th e rs  w e re  hav ing houses  buil t  they  w ere
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also a t t e n d i n g  to  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  of w a reh o u s es ,  ou tbui ld ings  and  w harves .  The 

c r a f t s m e n  who bu il t  the  dwell ings  w e re  a l so  involved  in th e s e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

For  e x a m p le ,  a t  a bou t  the  s a m e  t i m e  Sam ue l  Hill was work ing  on John  Hill ' s

house  he  al so  bu il t  a log w ha r f  for  S am ue l  Penha l low.  ^

A rch aeo lo g is t s  have  only r e c e n t l y  begun  to  in v e s t ig a t e  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  of 

w ha rves  dur ing  th is  period.  P r e l im in a ry  ana lys i s  sugges t s  t h a t  th e  bu i lders  piled 

la rge  logs, w ith  bark  r e m o v e d ,  h o r izon ta l ly  on top  of  one  a n o th e r ,  

w ith  v e r t i c l e  pil ings to  s e c u r e  t h e m .  They  then  laid c r ibb ing  a c ro s s  th e  top  to 

fo rm  a f loor  or f i l led  the  sp a c e  w ith in  t h e  logs w i th  s to n es  or  ba l la s t .  In g e n 

e ra l ,  w h a r f  c o n s t ru c t io n  e n t a i l e d  the  in fo rm a l  use of av a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  to
O

m e e t  im m e d i a t e  needs ,  and did n o t  fol low d raw n  plans.

The te chn iques  used in the  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  w a reh o u ses  and o t h e r  non-

re s id e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w e re  s im i la r  but  no t  id e n t ica l  to  th o se  used  fo r  dwell ings.  

The m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e s  lay in the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  space .  One  such  s t r u c t u r e ,  

now known as t h e S h e a f e  Warehouse  and r e p u te d ly  bu i l t  in 1705, has survived .

Its f i r s t  f loor  d im ens ions  a r e  50 '^"  x 20 '2",  longer  and  n a r ro w e r  th a n  m os t  

dwell ings .  The ce i l ing  he igh t  on the  f i r s t  f loor is 9 '7",  w h e r e a s  ce i l ings  in 

dwell ings w e re  usually ab o u t  e ig h t  f e e t  high.  Orig ina l ly  t h e r e  w e re  no i n t e r 

ior p a r t i t i o n s  and the  c h im ney  s tood  in a c o r n e r  of  th e  building.  This l e f t  a  

v a s t  a m o u n t  of  open  sp ace  for  handl ing goods.  The second  f loor  p ro je c t s  four  

f e e t  beyond th e  f i r s t  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  t r a n s f e r  of  c a rg o  to  and f rom  vessels  

(Figure 22). To hand le  heavy  loads on the  second  f loor the  builders  used 

"knees"  to suppor t  the  cross  beam s .  Orig inal ly  t h e  e x t e r i o r  was  probably  

co v e re d  w i th  shingles  or  w e a t h e r  boards ,  w i th  wide  doors  a t  e i th e r  

end,  and only a few  windows.  ^

If we bring to g e th e r  w h a t  we know of t h e  sp a t i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  of th e  

ne ighborhood and t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of houses  and o th e r  buildings in the  l a t e  17th 

c e n t u r y ,  a  ge n e ra l  p ic tu r e  of  the s i te  begins to  e m e r g e .  We can  imagine  a
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c o l l e c t io n  of  houses  s t and ing  along  unpaved  s t r e e t s  and lanes .  Some of the  

houses  a r e  sm al l ,  l i t t l e  m o re  t h a n  t w e n t y  f e e t  wide,  w i th  a c h im n e y  to  one  

end.  O th e r s  a r e  l a rg e r ,  a b o u t  f o r ty  f e e t  wide,  w i th  a  c h im n e y  in th e  c e n t e r .  

They have  sh ingled roofs ,  som e w i th  gabies .  The  walls  a r e  c o v e re d  w i th  e i t h e r  

c l apboards  or  shingles,  or  in som e  p laces  by wide  w e a t h e r  boards .  The  windows 

a r e  le aded ,  w i th  d iam ond  panes ,  and s o m e w h a t  i r r eg u la r ly  p laced .  The houses  

a r e  new, al l  under  ten  yea rs  old.  One or tw o  a r e  st i l l  under  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  and 

o th e r s  a r e  be ing  expande d  with  the  add i t ion  of  a  wing or  l e a n - to .

Each  house s i t s  on a lo t  de f ined  by a f e n c e .  Within th e  f e n c e s  p a th s  lead 

to  ga rdens ,  wells ,  sheds,  priv ies ,  shops, and o th e r  buildings.  If th e  p ro p e r ty  

is on the  w a t e r  t h e r e  is a  w ha r f  buil t  of  logs and s tones ,  and a gundalow or 

la rge r  vessel  t i ed  th e re .  The lots  c lo s e s t  to  t h e  r iver  a r e  r e l a t i v e ly  smal l  and 

a l r e a d y  c ro w d ed  w i th  buildings and a c t i v i t y ;  those  up th e  c o v e  a r e  l a rg e r ,  w i th  

buildings f a r t h e r  a p a r t  and m o re  room for a c t i v i t y .  Indeed,  s o m e  lots  in t h a t  

a r e a  have  no buildings a t  ai l and  a r e  st i l l  used for  p lan t ing  co rn  or  g raz in g  

c a t t l e  or  sheep .

F igure  23 gives an a r t i s t ' s  impression  of  th e  p la ce  based  on such  a  d e s 

c r i p t i o n ! 0 It is undoubted ly  f law ed  in som e d e ta i l s ,  bu t  on t h e  whole it gives 

an  a c c u r a t e  im press ion  of  th e  ne ighborhood as it  was  c r e a t e d  and known by 

th e  men  and w o m en  who l ived t h e r e  in 1700.

This f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  of  buildings a t  our s i t e  a p p e a r e d  n ea r  t h e  end of  the  

f i r s t  per iod  of  A m e r ic a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A l ready  a new,  f u n d a m e n ta l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

a p p ro a c h  was  mak ing  an a p p e a r a n c e  in England and e l s e w h e re .  The d i f f e r e n c e  

did n o t  s t e m  f ro m  tech n o lo g ic a l  changes ,  a l though  over  t h e  c o u r s e  of  the  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  bui lders  t e n d e d  to  use l igh te r  t i m b e r s  for  f r a m in g  and  by 

th e  end  of t h e  c e n t u r y  some w ere  using sawn r a t h e r  th a n  hewn e l e m e n t s  in 

p a r t s  of  the  f r a m e . "  The  r ea l  change  c a m e  not  in t h e  way houses  w e re  buil t
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Figure 23. Con jec tu ra l  View of Study Site ,  1700, (drawing by Molly McDonald,  cour te sy  S t raw bery  Banke,



bu t in th e  way  they  looked.

An e a r ly  sign of  t h e  new s ty le  is e v id e n t  in the  por t ion  of th e  S herburne

House buil t  a b o u t  1703. Along th e  c h im n ey  g i r t  t h e  builder  app l ied  a c lass ica l

I 9molding as a  corn ice .*  In th i s  s im ple  a c t  he in t ro d u ced  to  our s i t e  a  new idea 

of th e  way  a  house should look. This s ty le ,  known as th e  Georg ian ,  soon be 

c a m e  popular  and b e fo re  long th e  f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  of  houses  was  dec ided ly  

out  of  d a t e .

The  f i r s t  c o m p le t e ly  G eo rg ian  s t r u c t u r e  a p p e a re d  in P o r t s m o u th  ab o u t  1720. 

A rchiba ld  M acP h aed r i s  was  a  w ea l th y ,  success fu l  m e rc h a n t ,  and a p p a re n t ly  

he w a n te d  to  im pres s  o th e r s .  N ea r  th e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  with in  two blocks of our 

s i te ,  he had  a house c o n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  was  m ode led  on th e  m o s t  up to  d a t e  

houses in Boston (F igure  2 k ) } ^

The Sherburnes ,  the  Hills,  and  the  o th e r s  who had buil t  the  f i r s t  houses 

near  the  cove  w e r e  ab le  to  w a tc h  the  c o n s t r u c t io n  of M a c P h a e d r i s '  house.

This probab ly  was  no t  the  f i r s t  G eo rg ian  house  t h a t  som e  of th e m  had seen .

As m e rc h a n t s  and m a r in e r s  many of th e m  had been  to  London.  But th e  p re s 

e n ce  of  th is  house in P o r t s m o u t h  m a d e  obvious th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  new 

s ty le  and th e  old.

A c o m p a r i s o n  of the  S h e rb u rn e  House and th e  M acP haed r i s  House revea ls  

som e  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  d is t inguish  one  s ty le  f rom th e  o th e r .  In p a r t ,  

the d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  t e c h n o lo g ic a l .  For  ex a m p le ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  hinged windows 

with  smal l  panes  of  glass s e t  in lead  c a l m e s ,  give way  to  double -hung  sash 

windows with  la rg e r  panes  and  wooden  m unt ins .  But  the  m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e s  

a r e  in a p p e a r a n c e .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  em p h a s i s  on s y m m e t r y ,  w ith  a s t rong  

focus  on the  c e n t r a l  doorw ay ,  and th e  use of  c lass ica l  m o t i f s ,  d is t inguish  the  

Georg ian  s ty le .

Inside M a c P h a e d r i s 1 house  th e  m a s t e r  joiner  3ohn Drew co v e re d  the  posts  

and b eam s  with  cas ings  and pane l led  the  walls .  The  person  who had buil t



Figure  24. Georgian House buil t  by Archibald M acPhaedr i s ,  c i r c a  1720; 
now ca l led  the  Warner House.



t h e  Sherburne  House t w e n t y  yea rs  e a r l i e r  had  l e f t  m u c h  of th e  f r a m e  exposed .

It is no t  t h a t  he la cked  c o n c e r n  fo r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  th e  in te r io r ,  for  he took  

th e  t r o u b le  to  p lane,  c h a m f e r  and w h i te w as h  those  p a r t s  of  th e  f r a m e  t h a t  

showed.  But the  new s ty l e  ca l led  for t h e  f r a m e  to  be c o v e r e d  ins tead  of  d e c 

o ra t e d .  This  is why th e  c l a s s i ca l  c o rn ic e  in t h e  S he rbu rne  House,  a l though  it  

did not  co v e r  the  e n t i r e  b e a m ,  was a s ig n i f i can t  f i r s t  s t e p  in the  d i r e c t io n  of 

th e  new s ty le .

The  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the  new and the  old a r e ,  and  w e re ,  obvious .  With

in a few y ea r s  of  th e  c o m p le t io n  of  M a c P h a e d r i s '  house  Joseph  Sherbu rne  had 

t a k e n  th e  house  his f a t h e r  had buil t  and r e m o d e le d  i t  in th e  G eorg ian  fashion.

He had th e  windows and doors  re p la c e d  and the  f r o n t  gab les  re m o v e d ;  he had 

th e  c e n t r a l  c h im n ey  t a k e n  o u t  to  m a ke  room for a  c e n t r a l  hal l ;  and he had 

th e  ce i l ing  p l a s t e r e d  and f r a m e  enca se d .  By th e  t i m e  he was  done  th e  house

14m o re  c lose ly  r e s e m b l e d  t h e  M acP haed r i s  house  than  i t  did i ts  e a r l i e r  a p p e a r a n c e .

Sherbu rne  was  n o t  s im ply  copying  M acP haed r i s .  R a t h e r ,  he was  doing  w h a t  

all success fu l  m e r c h a n t s  in A n g lo -A m e r ic a  w e re  doing a t  the  t im e .  As the i r  

w e a l th  g rew  they  bu i l t  hom es  in th e  G eorg ian  s ty le ,  hom es  t h a t  f i t  t h e i r  posi t ion 

in s oc ie ty .  This s ty le ,  w i th  i ts  use of  c l a ss i ca l  d e t a i l s  and  i ts  em phas i s  on 

s y m m e t r y  and  b a lan ce ,  f i t  well  the  im age  of  th e  en l ig h te n e d ,  r a t i o n a l  m an  of 

th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A f t e r  1725 th e  s ty le  b e c a m e  w id e s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t  the  

c o l o n i e s . ^

This new s ty le  g radua l ly  joined th e  old a t  our s i t e .  T h e re  was  no g e n e ra l  

rush  to  m o d e rn i z e ,  as  Sherbu rne  had done.  But houses  age .  W ea the r  and  t i m e  

ca u s e  roofs ,  ch im neys ,  and c lapboa rds  to  d e t e r i o r a t e .  Most  u n p r o t e c t e d  wood 

r em a in s  in good c ond i t ion  fo r  only fo r ty  to  s ix ty  yea rs ,  and  th e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  

of  houses  had wooden  sh ingled roofs  and wooden  siding t h a t  was  p robab ly  l e f t  

u n p a i n t e d i ^ T h u s ,  f r o m  1740 on they  w e re  in need  of r ep a i r .

Some ow ners  simply provided  m in im um  m a in t e n a n c e ,  pa tch ing  roofs,
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rep o in t in g  ch im neys ,  and  pa in t ing  c lap b o a rd s ;  b u t  o t h e r s  took  th e  oppor tun i ty  

to  r e m o d e l  in t h e  G eo rg ian  s ty le .  About m i d - c e n tu r y  Jo shua  Jackson ,  a  b la ck 

sm i th ,  bu i l t  a  new house on th e  spo t  w h e re  his f a t h e r  had buil t  one in the  

1690s. Although th e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e v id e n c e  has no t  y e t  been  ful ly exam ined ,  

i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  he used  th e  s a m e  founda t ion  and c h im n ey ,  and  possibly the  

s a m e  f r a m e ,  bu t  t h a t  he c lo th e d  the  f r a m e  in the  new fash ion .  (F igure 2 5 ) . ^

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  in J a c k s o n ' s  house a r e  f a r  s im p le r  th a n  those  in 

M a c P h a e d r i s ' .  The  un i fo rm  f e n e s t r a t i o n  and th e  p i l a s t e r s  sur rounding  th e  c e n 

t r a l  d oo rw ay  c l e a r ly  link t h e  tw o ,  bu t  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in s c a l e  and e labo ra t ion  

r e f l e c t  wide d i f f e r e n c e s  in w e a l th .  A b la c k s m i th  bu il t  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c u r r e n t  

fashion,  bu t  a lso  acc o rd in g  to  w h a t  he could  a f fo rd .

O th e r  G eo rg ian  houses a p p e a re d  a t  our s i t e  as  new house lo t s  b e c a m e  a v a i l 

ab le .  As we h ave  a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  th is  was  a g radua l  p rocess .  Slowly Zone 2 e x 

panded  as  the  ow ners  in Zone 3, e s p ec ia l ly  G eo rg e  Walton,  d iv ided  th e i r  la rge  

lots .  John  U nderh i l l ' s  house  buil t  in 1762, and  John  S t a v e r ' s  inn buil t  in 1766, 

bo th  on pa rc e l s  p u rc h a s e d  f rom  Walton,  a r e  good e x t a n t  e x a m p le s  of  th e  G e o r 

gian  s ty l e  a t  our s i t e .  (F igures  26 and  27).

By th e  1770s t h e  ne ighborhood  was  p a r t  of t h e  midd le  w a t e r f r o n t ,  w here  

m o s t  of  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  in the  to w n  to ok  p la ce .  By then ,  too,  t h e re  

was  a mix  of  tw o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le s  a m o n g  t h e  re s id en c es .  New houses in 

t h e  G eo rg ian  s ty le  and  o lde r  ones  t h a t  had b e e n  r e m o d e le d  in th e  new fashion 

s tood  bes ide  o th e r s  t h a t  had  no t  changed .

On t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  the  w h a rv e s  had  g row n  and w areh o u ses  w e re  m o re  num 

e ro u s ,  a l though  in a p p e a r a n c e  they  p robab ly  looked m uch  as w areh o u ses  had 

looked in 1700. S ty les  had c h an g e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  for  dwel l ings ,  bu t  s ince  bas ic 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  and te c h n iq u e s  had n o t  c hange d ,  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  

u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  such  as  w a reh o u ses  p robab ly  r e m a in e d  th e  sam e .

The ne ighborh ood  st i l l  c o n t a in e d  a m p le  s p a c e  for  ga rdens  and c r a f t  pro-



Figure 25. Joshua  Jackson  House,  buil t  c i r c a  1750



Figure  26. Georg ian  House buil t by John Underhil l  in 1762; now ca l led  the  
Chase  House.



□□

F ig u re  27.  Will iam P i t t  T a v e rn ,  bu il t  by 3ohn S ta v e r s  in 1766, (d rawing  
by Allen H i l l ,  c o u r t e s y  o f  S t r a w b e ry  Banke,  Inc.)
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duct ion ,  a l though  Wal ton  had a l ready  shut  down his t a n n e ry  and was in th e  p ro 

cess  of dividing his land.  A few new s t r e e t s  had been  laid o u t  s ince  1700, and 

Swing Bridge had been  c o n s t r u c t e d .  These  and o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  e v id e n t  in 

F igure 28 which is an im press ion  of how th e  ne ighborhood looked ab o u t  1770.

As we have  a l r e a d y  no ted ,  the  p ro spe r i ty  of  the  1790s had a  ma jor  im p a c t  

on th e  neighborhood ,  caus ing  a  m arked  in c re ase  in the  num ber  of  house lo ts  and 

in th e  num ber  of  houses .  This g row th  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  t i m e  of  t r an s i t io n  f rom th e  

Georgian  s ty le  to  the  F e d e ra l .  T h a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h an g e  was  not  as  d r a m a t i c  

as the  c h an g e  to  t h e  G eorg ian  had been s e v e n ty  years  e a r l i e r .  The  F ede ra l  

s ty le  con t in u ed  the  s a m e  bas ic  app roach  to  a s t r u c t u r e ,  w ith  an em phas i s  on 

ba lance  and s y m m e t r y  and a des ire  to  co v e r  th e  f r a m e .  The  p r im ary  d i f f e r 

ence s  c a m e  in small  d e t a i l s  which had th e  a c c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  of c r e a t in g  a 

l i gh te r ,  m o re  d e l i c a t e  feel ing.

At l e a s t  e ig h t  houses  w ere  bui l t  in the  ne ighborhood during the  1790s, some

18on v a c a n t  land and som e  rep la c ing  e a r l i e r  houses.  One  of  the se ,  buil t  by 

William S tave rs ,  is shown in Figure 29. This was th e  l a rg e s t  group of houses 

to  appea r  in a  s ingle d e c a d e  since  the  1690s,  and th e  seven  t h a t  surv ive make  

up over  a  q u a r t e r  of  the  e x t a n t  p re-1850 houses  a t  t h e  s i te .  Hence ,  a l though  

the  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e m  and the  e a r l i e r  G eorg ian  houses  may be sl ight ,  

t h e i r  num bers  m a ke  them  very  s ign i f ican t  in the  evo lu tion  of  the  e n v i ro n m e n t .

Many of the se  houses  exh ib it  e l e m e n t s  of both  th e  Georg ian  and Federa l  

s ty les .  T im o thy  Winn's  house has tw o  f i r e p l a c e  wall s  pane led  in th e  Georg ian  

fashion,  t h e  r e s t  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  in the  F e d e ra l .  Winn m ay  have  reused  old m a 

te r i a l s  or  i n c o rp o ra te d  a  tw o- room  Georg ian  dwell ing  into his new house.  K eyran  

Walsh 's  house  was m o re  t ru ly  t rans i t iona l  in t h a t  a  F e d e ra l  s ty led  dining room 

was f ini shed a t  the  s a m e  t im e  as th e  G eorg ian  s ty led  r e m a in d e r  of the  house.  

Both s ty le s  w e re  popular ,  b u t  c lea r ly  d i s t i n c t ,  as  is e v id en ced  by the  door t h a t
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Figure 28. Con jec tu ra l  View of Study Site ,  1770, (drawing by Molly McDonald,  cou r te sy  S t raw bery  
Banke,  Inc.).



Figure  29. House buil t  in 1797 by William S tavers ;  now known as the  
Thom as  Bailey Aldrich Memoria l .
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s e rves  bo th  th e  dining ro o m  a n d  t h e  ad jo in ing  hall .  T h a t  door  is a c t u a l l y  tw o  doors  

s an d w ich ed  t o g e t h e r ,  so t h a t  t h e  p a n e l s  on e a c h  s ide  a r e  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s ty le  

and c o n f ig u ra t io n .

T he  mix of  s ty le s  a l so  a p p e a r e d  in t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  of  indiv idual  ro o m s  wi th in  

o lder  houses .  In 1807 Mary  C h a s e ,  who th e n  ow ned  th e  G e o rg i a n  house  t h a t  

John U nderh i l l  had  bu il t ,  had  o n e  ro o m  r e d o n e  in t h e  F e d e r a l  s ty le ,  p lac ing  it  in 

sharp  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  house.

In P e t e r  Low d 's  house  (F ig u re  30), t h e  F e d e r a l  a p p e a r e d  f i r s t .  The  o r ig ina l  

s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house ,  bu i l t  a b o u t  1805 and  f a c in g  th e  c o v e ,  is F e d e ra l .  The  el l,  

added  l a t e r  to  t h e  house,  is a c t u a l l y  an  o lde r  building.  In s te a d  of  building an 

ad d i t io n ,  t h e  o w n e r  found  a G e o r g i a n  house  n e a rb y ,  m o v e d  i t,  and  a t t a c h e d  it 

to  th e  m a in  s t r u c t u r e . ^

The in c r e a s e  in p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  po p u la t io n  in t h e  1790s led se v e ra l  ow ners  

to  i n c o r p o r a t e  shop ro o m s  w i th in  t h e i r  dwell ings .  Of  t h e  e i g h t  houses  bu i l t  in 

th e  1790s a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  had  such  room s .  The  shop in J o h n  S h ap le y 's  house 

(F igure  31) had a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  and  was  c l e a r l y  d e s ig n e d  as  a  u t i l i t a r i a n  

s p a c e ,  w i th  p la n ed  and  p a i n t e d  s h e a th i n g  on t h e  w all s ,  a n d  m in im a l  d e c o r a t i o n .

It w as  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r o o m s  o r n a m e n t e d  in t h e  F e d e r a l  

s ty le .

Thus,  in t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w e  f ind  a  n e ighbo rhood  m a rk e d  by 

an  e v e n  g r e a t e r  mix  of  s ty l e s .  F r o m  h o u s e  to  house ,  o r  f r o m  room  to  room ,  

one e n c o u n t e r e d  F e d e r a l ,G e o r g i a n  , o r  e v e n  e a r l i e r  t y p e s  o f  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

At t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e r e  w as  a  m a r k e d  in c r e a s e  in t h e  n u m b e r  of  buildings .  By 

1813 (F igu re  32) th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w as  a  r i ch  m o s a i c ,  r e f l e c t i n g  o ve r  a  c e n t u r y  

of  e c o n o m i c  and a e s t h e t i c  e v o l u t io n .

A f t e r  1813 th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  new buildings  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  P i t t  (Cour t )

S t r e e t  and  a long  W ate r  (M arcy)  S t r e e t  in t ro d u c e d  a  new  kind of  s t r u c t u r e  to  

the ne ighborhood ,  giv ing t h a t  a r e a  a  d i s t i n c t  a p p e a r a n c e .  The  new buildings



m

Figure  30. Lowd House ,  bu il t  c i r c a  1805; the el l is an  older  
(c i rca  1750) t h a t  was  m oved  and a t t a c h e d  to  the  main p
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Figure 31. House with  door to in ter io r  shop,  buil t by 3ohn Shapley about  
1790; now ca l led  Drisco House.
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Figure 32. Con jec tu ra l  View of Study Site ,  1813, (drawing by Molly McDonald,  cour te sy  S tr aw bery  Banke, 
Inc.).

«



w e re  of  br ick ,  b u t  it  was  no t  only the  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  s e t  them  a p a r t .  They

also d i f f e r e d  in fo rm ,  p lac ing  an em phas i s  on he ight .

The f r o n t  f a c a d e s  of e a r l i e r  buildings w e re  wider  th a n  they  w e re  high.

T h a t  is, t h e y  w e re  r e c t a n g u la r ,  w ith  the  longer  axis  in th e  ho r izon ta l  pos i t ion.

Even when a  n a r ro w  lot  f o r c e d  an  ow ner  to  pu t  a  gab le  end tow ard  th e  s t r e e t

he p la ced  t h e  e n t r a n c e  in one  of the  longer  s ides,  with  a p a th  leading  along

th e  house to  th e  door .  R a re ly  would one  f ind a door in the  nar row,  v e r t i c a l ly

22o r ie n t e d  gab le  end.  These  s t r u c t u r e s  w ere  gen e ra l ly  two s to r ie s  high.  

S ta v e rs '  T ave rn  was  e x c e p t io n a l  in t h a t  i t  had t h r e e  f loors,  bu t  i ts f a c a d e  

r e t a in e d  the  usual  ho r izon ta l  o r ien t a t i o n .

The new buildings, on the  o t h e r  hand,  had a v e r t i c a l  t h ru s t .  They w ere  

t h r e e  s to r i e s  high,  w ith  h ipped or even  f l a t  roofs  to  e m p h a s i z e  the ir  he igh t .  

Des igned  for  a c ro w d ed  urban  a r e a ,  e i t h e r  as  town houses or shops,  they  c o n 

sum ed  less s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  than  had e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  Thus,  in f a c t ,  and in 

a p p e a r a n c e  th e y  w e re  t a l l e r  than  th e  o lder  houses  in th e  ne ighborhood .

Shapley Town House (F igure 33) is one  of th e se  buildings.  It is a c tu a l ly  

tw o  inde p en d en t  s t r u c t u r e s  div ided by a br ick  f i r e  wall .  J e f f e r s o n  House

(F igure  3 U )  is a n o t h e r  des igned  for c o m m e r c i a l  use and in tended  as  p a r t  of

23a  c o m m e r c i a l  row t h a t  was  never  buil t .

A f t e r  1820 y e t  a n o t h e r  s ty le  a p p e a re d  in the  ne ighborhood - the  G reek  

Reviva l .  By th is  t i m e  the  to w n ' s  eco n o m ic  g ro w th  was  leve ling  and  c o m m e r 

cial  a c t i v i t y  in our ne ighborhood  was in dec l ine ,  so t h e r e  w e re  few new build

ings in this  s ty le .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  those  who could a f fo rd  it m ode rn ized  a room 

or  tw o,  or  m a de  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  to  r e f l e c t  the  new fashion.

The p rob lem  of aging con t inued  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  ch an g e .  Reuben  Shapley,  

who a cq u i red  s e v e ra l  p ro p e r t i e s  in the a r e a  in t h e  ea r ly  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry ,  

r a z e d  a  G eorg ian  house  t h a t  had been buil t  a t  l e a s t  s ix ty - f ive  yea rs  b e fo re  

and  re p la c e d  i t  w i th  a sm al le r ,  s impler  dwel l ing  (F igure  35), now known as



118

F i g u r e  3 3 .  S h a p l e y  T o w n  H o u s e ,  b u i l t  c i r c a  1 8 1 6



F igure  2>k. J e f f e r s o n  House,  buil t  c i r c a  1816.



F igure  35. House buil t  by R euben  Shapley,  c i r c a  1820; now ca l led  
P e a c o c k  House.



P e a c o c k  House .  A no the r  landlord ,  Leonard  C o t to n ,  e r e c t e d  two r e n ta l  houses

w here  a house bu il t  b e f o r e  1700 had s tood .  These  new houses  la cked  e l a b o r a t e

24o r n a m e n t a t i o n  bo th  inside and  out .

In o t h e r  c a s e s  ow ners  s c a r r e d  Georg ian  pane l led  walls  and r e m o v e d  c o rn 

ices in o rde r  to  apply  a  sk im c o a t  of p la s t e r .  This had  th e  e f f e c t  of  c r e a t 

ing sm o o th ,  f l a t  su r fa c e s ,  m o re  in keep ing  with  th e  new s ty le .  On some

0  s
e x t e r io r s  s im p le  G reek  Reviva l  doorways  re p la c e d  o lde r  fo rm s  (F igure  36.)

The d e c l in e  in c o m m e r c i a l  a c t iv i t y  m a d e  shop room s  good c a n d id a te s  for  

m o d e rn i z a t io n .  E ven tua l ly  all of  the  shops in th e  houses  buil t  dur ing  the  

1790s b e c a m e  re s id en t ia l  spaces ,  w ith  shop doors  enc losed  and walls  and 

ce i l ings  c o v e re d  w i th  paper  or p la s t e r .

These  ch a n g e s  w e r e  f ew  in com par i son  to those  t h a t  had c o m e  b e fo re  1820. 

As w e a l t h  m ove d  e l s e w h e r e  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  p re s su re  to  r e p la c e  or c h an g e  the  

old G eorg ian  and F e d e ra l  houses.  On the  w a t e r f r o n t ,  a f t e r  the  pos t  f i r e  c o n 

s t ru c t io n ,  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  new d e v e lo p m e n t .  So the  d i f f e r e n c e  in buildings 

b e t w e e n  1850 and 1820 was  not  one of  s ty le  or  fo rm ,  bu t  one of  age.

Aging a f f e c t e d  buildings in a num ber  of ways .  A few fel l  into d is repa i r  

as  t i m e  took  i ts  tol l ,  and by 1850 they  w e re  v a c a n t  and  d e re l i c t .  Most  

r e m a in e d  in a d e q u a t e  shape ,  serv ing  as hom es  for  inc reas ing  num bers  of 

l a bo re r s  and  im m ig ra n t s  who  re p la c e d  e a r l i e r  o c c u p a n t s .  Severa l  of  the  la rg e r  

buildings b e c a m e  t e n e m e n t s ,  b u t  an im p o r t a n t  few surv ived  as old mansions  

m a in t a i n e d  by e lde r ly  t r a d e r s  or the i r  widows.

For  th e  to w n ' s  r e s iden t s  this  jux tapos i t ion  of  a n c i e n t ,  e l e g a n t  houses,  

work ing  c lass  dwell ings,  and  v a c a n t  buildings evoked  notions  of  pas t  g randeu r  

and p r e s e n t  d eca y .  The o n c e  th r iv ing c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  had fa l l en  f rom g race ,  

a l though  a few  grac ious  hom es  r em a in ed .  In e f f e c t ,  t h e  physical  changes  

t h a t  we h ave  fo l low ea  caused  changes  in a p p e a r a n c e ,  which  in tu rn  caused  a 

c h an g e  in r e p u ta t io n .  Through this  process  our s i t e  c a m e  to  symbolize  

P o r t s m o u t h ' s  pas t .
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Figure 36. Greek  Revival  doorway,  c i r c a  1840, on Marden House,  c i rca  1720.
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C H A P T E R  VI

R EPUTATION

During th e  1840s and 50s C h a r le s  W. B re w s te r ,  publi sher  of  The 

P o r t s m o u th  J ou rna l  of  L i t e r a t u r e  and P o l i t i c s , w r o t e  a s e r ie s  of  a r t i c l e s  on 

the  h is to ry  of  P o r t s m o u th .*  B re w s te r  and o th e rs  w e re  b e c o m in g  keen ly  aw a re  

t h a t  the i r  town was  no t  keep ing  p a c e  w i th  the  p rogress  e x p e r i e n c e d  by o th e r  

towns.  At t h e  beginning  of  th e  c e n t u r y  P o r t s m o u th  was  th e  t w e l f t h  l a rg e s t  

c i ty  in the  na t ion  and th e  hub of  a th r iv ing  sy s t e m  of t r a d e  t h a t  included 

numerous  sm a l l e r  towns  a long  the  r ivers  t h a t  fed  into th e  po r t .  At mid

c e n t u r y  it was  jus t  a smal l  New England town a m ong  many ,  and the  r iver  

towns,  s ince  tu rn e d  to  m a n u fa c tu r i n g ,  saw Boston as the i r  hub. Dover,  once  

a s a t e l l i t e  of  P o r t s m o u th ,  was  well on its way to  b eco m in g  a m a jo r  t e x t i l e  

m a n u fa c tu r in g  c e n t e r  and th e  la rg e s t  c i ty  in the P i s c a t a q u a  reg ion .  ^

P o r t s m o u th  could  not  b rag  ab o u t  i ts  p rogress ,  so it tu rn ed  to i ts  h is to ry  

as a source  of  pr ide .  Beginning with  B re w s te r  t h e  p a s t  b e c a m e  an e s sen t i a l  

ing red ien t  in t h e  de f in i t io n  o f  the  town.  By the  1870s r e s o r t  ow ne rs  along  

th e  oc e a n  added  " th e  h i s to r i c  old c i ty  of P o r t s m o u th "  as  a  nea rby  a t t r a c 

t ion,  and Sarah  F o s t e r  publi shed th e  P o r t s m o u th  Guide  Book, wnich  took 

her  r e a d e r s  to  local  a n c i e n t  landmarks.^  This use of  t h e  pas t  has r e m a in e d  

an  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of  l i fe  in P o r t s m o u th  to  th e  p r e s e n t .

The s a l i e n t  t h e m e  of the  works of B re w s te r ,  F o s t e r ,  and o th e r s  is 

t h a t  t h e  tow n 's  im p o r t a n c e  lay in th e  g rand  days  of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u ry .  

This l e f t  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  as a period  of  dec l ine ,  or  a t  b e s t  i r r e l e 

vance .  The physical  a p p e a r a n c e  of  the  old w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s ,  e spec ia l ly  our 

ne ighborhood,  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th is  no tion.  V acan t  w a reh o u ses  and
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old G eorg ian  mansions  w e r e  obvious e x a m p le s  of  p a s t  g r a n d e u r  and  p r e s e n t  

decay .

We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  b es t  of  th e s e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w r i t e r s  

l ived in our neighborhood .  In 1849 T hom as  Bai ley A ldr ich  w e n t  to  live w ith  

his g r a n d f a t h e r  in t h e  house  t h a t  William S ta v e r s  had bu il t  over  f i f t y  yea rs  

e a r l i e r  (F igure 29). He s p e n t  his e a r ly  t e e n a g e  yea r s  t h e r e  and con t in u ed  

to  vis i t  r egu la r ly  as  an  ad u l t .  The  house,  *he ne ighborhood  and th e  town 

provided  th e  s e t t i n g  for  s e v e ra l  of  his novels ,  s ho r t  s to r i e s  and one of  his 

works  of non - f ic t ion .

Like m any  of his c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  Aldrich used local  color  to  te l l  a 

good s to ry .  He d rew  upon loca l  c h a r a c t e r s  and inc iden ts ,  s l igh t ly  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  

to  a m u se  his r e a d e r s .  What is s ig n i f i can t  for  us is t h a t  many of th e  im ages  

he used to  d e s c r ib e  the  s e t t i n g  and th e  peop le  d e r iv e d  f rom  his own e x p e r i 

ence s  as  a  you th  in our  ne ighborhood.

The e a r l i e s t  work  of  A ld r ich  t h a t  uses  a local  s e t t i n g  is a  poem t h a t  

he w r o te  whi le  s t i l l  l iving w i th  his g r a n d f a t h e r .  F rom  his bed room  window 

he could  s ee  an  old house,  s tand ing  v a c a n t  ac ro s s  th e  s t r e e t .  The house 

had o nce  b een  h o m e  to  T heodore  Atk inson ,  P r e s id e n t  of th e  Royal  G o v e r 

nor ' s  Counci l .  . F o r  Aldr ich  i t  s tood  "a lone,  a  q u e e r  and  c rum bl ing  pi le," 

i ts  "days of  f o r m e r  pomp gone  by."  The young w r i t e r  a d m i t t e d  to  having 

th row n  s tones  to  b r e a k  th e  window panes ,  which now s e e m e d  "like eye less  

skulls  of  som e  poor m o r t a l s  dead!" The house,  o n c e  g rand ,  was  now 

g ro te s q u e  - a  symbol of  de c a y .^

N ex t  door  to  his g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  house s tood  S t a v e r s '  Tave rn ,  which  by 

A ld r ich ' s  t i m e  was  a board ing  house.  In The S to ry  of a  Bad Boy, a  f i c t io n a l  

a c c o u n t  of  his ch i ldhood,  he w r i t e s  of  v is i t ing  e ld e r ly  D am e  Joce lyn ,  who 

l ives in a smal l  room  on th e  top  f loor.  She is a  t r a g i c  f igure ,  spending her
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last  days  th inking  of  her  youth ,  when  G eo rg e  Washington had v is i t ed  her

f a t h e r ' s  inn and  kissed  he r .  Aldrich  did n o t  in v e n t  t h e  s to ry .  Susannah

Appleton ,  S t a v e r s '  d a u g h t e r ,  was  st i l l  l iving in the  building during his youth,

and Washington had  v i s i t ed  th e  t a v e r n  when she was young.  A ldr ich  takes
5

her s to ry  and uses  i t  to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  an old b u t  once  g rand  p lace .

This t h e m e  of pas t  g r a n d e u r  and p r e s e n t  d e c a y  a p p e a r s  o f t e n  in

A ld r ich ' s  r e f e r e n c e s  to  P o r t s m o u th .  In An Old Tow n by the  Sea he cal ls

n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  P o r t s m o u t h  th e  widow of th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  town.

Grown old,  surv iv ing on w e a l t h  e a rn e d  in i ts  youth ,  t h e  town just  s i ts  and

d re a m s  of i ts  pas t .  The  im ag e  is no t  surpr is ing in view of th e  f a c t  t h a t  the

young Aldr ich  knew a t  l e a s t  th ree  such  widows living with in  a  hundred  f e e t
6

of his g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  house.

Aldr ich  did not  ove rp la y  the  t h e m e  by mak ing  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  

town a p p e a r  m ore  b e a u t i fu l  th a n  i t  had been .  He a c c e p t e d  Washington 's  

c o m m e n t ,  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  vis i t ,  t h a t  m os t  of  the  

houses w e re  " ind i f f e re n t" .  B rew s te r ,  on the  o t h e r  hand,  f e l t  c om pe l le d  

to  de fend  P o r t s m o u th ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  Wash ing ton 's  views w e re  co lored  

because  he sp e n t  m os t  of  his vis i t  in th e  sou th  p a r t  of  town,  w h e re  the  

houses w ere  old.  Of co u r s e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  th e  vis i t  t h a t  p a r t  was  no older  

than  any o th e r ;  bu t  in B r e w s te r ' s  t i m e  it was ,  and it provided  a conven ien t ,  

if no t  r ea so n ab le ,  ex p la n a t io n  for  Wash ing ton 's  s l ig h t -'7

The va lue  p laced  on the  p as t  led s o m e  w r i t e r s  to  a s sum e  t h a t  our 

ne ighborhood had once  b e e n  a t t r a c t i v e .  Aga in  Aldr ich  avoided  a s im pl is t i c  

com par i son ,  a s s e r t in g  in s te ad  t h a t  the  view f rom  L ibe r ty  Bridge was "probably  

the  s a m e  in ev e ry  r e s p e c t  t h a t  p r e s e n te d  i t s e l f  to  th e  eyes  of th e  townsfo lk  

a c e n t u r y  ago ."  But B re w s te r  looked o u t  o ve r  the  cove ,  w ith  i ts  old w harves  

and mud f la t s ,  and th ough t  how b eau t i fu l  it o n c e  m us t  have  been .  "We wish we 

could  give it  a na m e  b e t t e r  f i t t e d  to  its e a r l i e r  days ,"  he w ro te ,  "but  can
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only d e s ig n a te  it as  th e  Puddle  dock  of  m ode rn  t im es ."  F o s t e r  was  a l i t t l e  

more  d r a m a t i c ,  ex c l a im in g  to  her  guidebook r e a d e r s :  "You now r e a c h  

L iber ty  Bridge,  c ross ing  th e  Dock,  now, alas! Puddle  Dock,  b u t  b e au t i fu l  and 

commodious  once ."^

B rew s te r  and F o s t e r  bo th  a s sum ed  t h a t  the  cove  had o nce  been  a t t r a c t i v e  

and t h a t  i ts n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a p p e a r a n c e  as l i t t l e  m o re  than  a puddle r e f l e c t e d  

the  tow n 's  dec l ine .  But  as  w e  have  seen  the  cove  was  never  a  d eep  or spac ious  

w a te rw ay .  The  shal low upper  end tu rn e d  in to  m u d f l a t s  a t  low t ide .  The nar row  

en t ra n c e ,  m ade  n a r ro w e r  by the  br idge  c o n s t ru c t io n  in 1731, p r e v e n t e d  la rge  ves 

sels f ro m  en te r in g .  A t  b e s t  i t  was a smal l  a d ju n c t  to  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  along 

the  r iver .

But was  it b e a u t i fu l ?  The h is to ry  of  the  n a m e  Puddle  Dock sugges ts  

th a t  i t  was  not .  Although th e  iabel  b e c a m e  co m m o n  in the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry ,  

it was f i r s t  appl ied  to  th e  cove  in th e  e i g h t e e n t h .  S o m e t im e  b e fo re  1783, when
9

the  nam e  ap p ea r s  in a  deed ,  m a r in e r s  began  to  ca l l  t h e  cove  Puddle  Dock.  It 

reminded  them  of a s im i la r  in le t  along  the  T ham es  River  in London,  which  had 

been ca l led  Puddle  Dock for  c e n tu r i e s .  The origins of  th e  na m e  is un c e r t a in .

John Stowe,  w r i t ing  in the  s ix t e e n th  c e n t u r y ,  c l a im e d  t h a t  it d e r ived  e i t h e r  

f rom the  na m e  of a m e r c h a n t  who had l ived t h e r e  s evera l  c e n t u r i e s  e a r l i e r ,  or 

from the  f a c t  t h a t  it s e rved  as a  w a te r i n g  p la ce  for  horses,  whose t r am p l in g  

made  th e  ground  so f t ,  caus ing  p u d d l e s . ^

By the  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Puddle  Dock in London was used as a  p la ce  w here  

barges  re c e iv e d  the  r e fu se  f rom  c i ty  s t r e e t s ,  which they  th e n  c a r r i e d  down tow ard  

the  mouth  of the  r ive r  for  d i s p o s a l . ^  T he re  is no ev id en ce  to  sugges t  t h a t  

the  cove  in P o r t s m o u th  se rved  a s im i la r  func t ion .  More l ikely i ts  ge n e ra l  ap 

p ea ra n ce ,  e spec ia l ly  a t  low t ide ,  and  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was  f r e q u e n t e d  by barges ,  

led the  m a r ine r s  to  dub it a f t e r  th e  in le t  th e y  knew in London.
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The n a m e  Puddle  Dock had to  c o m p e t e  with  o th e r  nam es .  Most  o f t e n  

the  r e s iden t s  s imply ca l led  th e  w a te rw a y ,  t h e  c r e e k  or  th e  cove ,  bu t  they  

also ca l led  in C an o e  C r e e k  b e c a u se  it  was shallow, and Wal ton 's  C r e e k  a f t e r  

Walton 's  t a n y a r d . ^  By the  middle of the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  though,  Puddle  

Dock was  th e  a c c e p t e d  n a m e .  For many  who a s s u m ed  t h a t  th e  dec l ine  in pros

per i ty  had al so  m e a n t  a  dec l ine  in the  b e a u ty  of  the  cove ,  the  na m e  was  an 

obvious d e s c r ip t iv e  label ,  su i ta b le  to  the w a te r w a y  they  knew. They fo rg o t  or 

did not  know t h a t  the  n a m e  f i r s t  ap p e a re d  long b e fo re  any sign of c o m m e rc i a l  

dec l ine.

H owever ,  the  co m m o n  a c c e p t a n c e  of the  n a m e  Puddle  Dock does  ind ica te  

a  growing co n c e rn  for  a p p e a ra n c e s .  This was  so not  only for  t h e  cove  i t se lf  bu t  

also for  th e  town in gene ra l .  R a th e r  than  being a re s u l t  of  e c o n o m ic  dec l ine  in 

t h e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry ,  th e  co n ce rn  r e l a t e d  d i rec t ly  to p rob lem s  of ove rc row d ing  

th a t  a ro s e  e a r l i e r .  We can  s ee  this  conce rn  e m e r g e  in c o m m e n t s  m a d e  by vis i tors .

When J a m e s  B irke t  v is i t ed  in 1750 he found th e  town "ag reeab ly  S c i tu a te d  

for  P le a su re  or  B u s i n e s s . " ^  His s t r o n g e s t  impression  was  t h a t  P o r t s m o u th  

was an  open,  ai ry  p lace .  The town sa t  upon "a M o d e ra te  r is ing ground,  not 

only f ro m  th e  r iver ,  b u t  al so f rom the  A d jacen t  c o u n t ry  to  th e  P a r a d e  or  

C e n t e r  th e r e o f , "  f rom which one had "a p ro s p e c t  of the  c o u n t ry  on ev e ry  

side."  The  four pr incipa l  s t r e e t s  w e re  " p r e t t y  S t r a ig h t  and  regu la r ,"  the  

o th e rs  " I r regu la r  & C rocked  with  many v a c a n t  lo ts  no t  y e t  bui l t  upon and m os t  

of em  now m a de  use of  in gardens ,  e t c . "  This de sc r ip t io n  f i t s  w ith  w h a t  we 

know of  the  evo lu t ion  of our ne ighborhood,  which in 1750 st i l l  had p le n ty  of 

open space .

B irke t  was  also im pressed  by the  houses.  He w r o te  t h a t  " the  houses  

t h a t  a r e  of  m ode rn  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a r e  la rge  & Exceed ing  neat .  . .well sashed  

and g lazed  with  the  bes t  g la ss  [,] the  rooms a r e  well  p l a s t e r e d  and many
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W ain sc o t t e d  or  hung w i th  p a i n t e d  p a p e r  f ro m  England[ ,]  th e  o u ts id e  

C la p b o a rd e d  v e ry  n e a t ly . "  B i r k e t ' s  em p h a s i s  on n e a t n e s s  and  qua l i ty  yie lds 

th e  im p res s io n  of  a  v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e  p la ce .

Such is n o t  th e  c a s e  w h e n  w e  look a t  th e  c o m m e n t s  of  v i s i to r s  th i r t y  yea r s  

l a t e r .  D ur ing  th e  i n t e r i m  P o r t s m o u t h  g r e w  and  b e c a m e  m o r e  c ro w d e d .  We have  

a l r e a d y  n o te d  t h a t  d u r ing  t h e  s ix t i e s  and  s e v e n t i e s  t h e  tow n  show ed  c o n c e rn s  

ab o u t  g r o w th  a n d  to o k  s t e p s  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  e n c r o a c h m e n t  of  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  

o n to  s t r e e t s .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  d e p re s s io n  a c c o m p a n y i n g  th e  R ev o lu t io n  p r e v e n t e d  

s o m e  p eop le  f r o m  m a i n t a i n i n g  th e i r  houses,  t h e re b y  adding  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  of 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s e n s e  o f  o v e rc ro w in g .  By th e  1 7 8 0 s  the  p i c tu r e  of  P o r t s 

m o u th  was  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  i t  had  b een  in 1750.

F r a n c i s c o  de  M iranda  to o k  a  w a lk  th ro u g h  t h e  to w n  in 1784, looking a t  th e

14build ings,  and  found  t h e m  " q u i t e  i n d i f f e r e n t . "  He th e n  ad d ed  t h a t  "never  

b e f o r e  h a v e  I s e e n  a  tow n  o f  th i s  s ize  in which  t h e r e  w as  g r e a t e r  s adness  

or  loneliness!"  F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  3. P. B r i s so t  De Warvi l ie  n o te d  t h a t  a l th o u g h  

t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  " h a n d s o m e  houses ,"  m a n y  w e r e  " d i l a p id a t e d ,"  and t h a t  

" e v e ry th in g  shows s igns of  b e ing  in a  s t a t e  of  d e c l i n e . " ^

As w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  P o r t s m o u t h  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  th e  dep re s s io n  a n d  e n t e r e d  

a  per iod  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .  In t h e  n in e t i e s  p e o p le  im p ro v e d  old  houses  and  bu il t  

new ones .  T hey  a l so  r e p l a c e d  t h e  f a c e s  on  t h e  to w n  c lo ck ,  passed  an  o rd i 

n a n c e  a g a i n s t  d e f a c i n g  f e n c e s  and  wal l s ,  and  p l a n t e d  a  f e w  rows  of  s t r e e t  

t r e e s . ^  T hese  s m a l l  s t e p s  t o w a r d  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  w h ich  a c c o m p a n i e d  l a rg e r ,  

m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  such  as  t h e  lay ing  of  s id ew a lk s  and  th e  expans ion  

of  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n d i c a t e  c o n c e r n s  fo r  t h e  t o w n ' s  a p p e a r a n c e .

In s p i t e  of  t h e s e  a d v a n c e s ,  w hen  T im o th y  D w igh t  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  a p p e a r 

a n c e  of  t h e  to w n  a t  t h e  t u rn  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  he  found i t  w a n t i n g . ^  As did 

Br is so t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  he  n o t e d  a  n u m b e r  of h a n d s o m e  houses ,  b u t  

found "a c o n s id e r a b l e  n u m b e r .  . . b e n e a t h  t h e  low es t  r a t e  of  a s s e s s m e n t . "

The public s q u a re s  w e r e  "no t  r e m a r k a b l e  e i t h e r  fo r  th e i r  s ize  or the i r  beau ty ;"
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a few s t r e e t s  w e re  "wide and  p le a sa n t , "  bu t  m o s t  w e r e  "nar row  and dis

a g ree ab le . "

A t  th is  t i m e  our  ne ighborhood  was  no d i f f e r e n t  f rom  any o th e r  in town.  

The n a r row  s t r e e t s  t h a t  b o th e re d  Dwight  w e re  an  a c c e p t e d  p a r t  of  th e  e n 

v i ro n m en t  t h e r e  as  e l s e w h e re .  The  n am es  of s o m e  of the  s t r e e t s  r e f l e c t  

even  a  pos i t ive  a t t i t u d e  on th e  p a r t  of r e s id e n t s .  When i t c a m e  t i m e  to  honor 

the  leade rs  and  idea ls  of  the  Revolu t ion  and  e a r l y  Republ ic ,  to w nspeop le  chose  

to  r e n a m e  s e v e ra l  s t r e e t s  in our neighborhood .  Dur ing th e  1760s C o m m e r c i a l  

S t r e e t  b e c a m e  P i t t  S t r e e t ,  a f t e r  the  Br i t ish  s t a t e s m a n  William P i t t ,  who was 

s y m p a t h e t i c  to  th e  A m e r ic a n  cause .  C an o e  Br idge  S t r e e t  b e c a m e  Washington

S t r e e t  in the  s e v e n t i e s ;  Mud Lane  and  dose ' s  Lane  com bined  to  fo rm  J e f f e r s o n

I 8S t r e e t  ab o u t  1800; and Horse  Lane  b e c a m e  L ib e r ty  S t r e e t  in the  1820s.

These s t r e e t s  w e r e  unpaved ,  ranging  f rom  t w e n t y  to  tw e n t y - f o u r  f e e t  wide.  

They w e re  n e i th e r  g rand  nor beau t i fu l .  But  th e y  w e re  busy, and am ong  the  

m os t  p ro m in e n t  in town.

The f i re s  of the  ea r ly  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h a n g e d  t h a t .  Not only did 

the  f i res  bring m o d e rn  f a c i l i t i e s  to  th e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  and hence  a  sh i f t  in 

c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  aw ay  f ro m  our neighborhood .  They also s e t  a  new 

s tan d a rd  for  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  s t r e e t s  and buildings.  The impulse  for  build

ing anew  in b r ick  and  fo r  widening  s t r e e t s  m ay  h ave  s t e m m e d  f rom p ra c t i c a l  

c o ns ide ra t ions  of th e  need  for  f i re  p r ev en t io n  and e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

bu t  th e  r e s u l t  was  t h a t  un i fo rm  rows of b r ick  bui ldings and  wide s t r e e t s  

b e c a m e  co m m o n .

In t h e  c o m m e n t s  a bou t  P o r t s m o u th ,  going  as f a r  back  as B irke t  in 1750, 

t h e r e  is an ex p l i c i t  p r e f e r e n c e  for wide regu la r  s t r e e t s  as  opposed  to  nar row ,  

c rooked  ones .  This was  the  c rux  of D w igh t ' s  c r i t i c i s m :  "The town was  laid 

out  w i th o u t  any  r e g a rd  to re g u la r i ty .  Had th e  c o n t r a r y  sy s t e m  been  pursued,
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very few  would  h a v e  b e e n  equa l ly  h a n d s o m e . " ^  The s ig n i f i c a n c e  of  the  

f i res  is t h a t  t h e y  p e r m i t t e d  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  t h e  to w n  to  e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a r 

i ty.  T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a  of  tow n  m e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of  b e a u t y ,  

leaving  our  ne ighbo rhood  be low  s t a n d a r d .  It w as  a t  th i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  

Pudd le  Dock  b e c a m e  un ive rsa l ly  a c c e p t e d .

The f i r e s  thus  s e t  in to  m o t io n  a p ro c e s s  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  new r e p u t a 

t ion  fo r  our  ne ighborhood .  The s h i f t  in e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  to  o t h e r  a r e a s  and  

th e  ag ing  of  build ings  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  p rocess .  G ra d u a l ly  t h e  p la c e  took  on 

a  spec ia l  m e a n in g  in the  minds  of  th e  to w n sp eo p le .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  n a m e  

Puddle  Dock s p re a d  to  signify  n o t  only the  c o v e  b u t  a l so  t h e  su r round ing  a r e a .  

Puddle  Dock  b e c a m e  a p la c e ;  or  m o re  p re c i se ly  th e  p la c e  a c q u i r e d  a n a m e ,  

and w i th  i t  an  id e n t i t y .

The id e n t i t y  had  tw o  s o m e w h a t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c o m p o n e n t s .  F i r s t ,  it  

was an  i m p o r t a n t  lo c a t io n  in th e  h i s to ry  of  the  town.  T h e r e  one  cou ld  s ee  

the  bui ld ing t h a t  had  o n c e  b e e n  S t a v e r s '  T av e rn ,  the  L i b e r ty  Po le ,  t h e  once  

bus t l ing  w h a rv es ,  and  th e  o n c e  b e a u t i fu l  cove .  If th e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  t h e  a r e a  

put  s o m e  p eop le  o f f ,  o t h e r s  found  va lue  in t h e  c r u m b l in g  w h a rv e s  and  v a c a n t  

w a re h o u s e s .  T hey  ad d ed  t o  t h e  sense  of  a n t iq u i t y .  As A ld r ich  p u t  i t ,

T he  c r a z y  o ld  w areh o u s es  a r e  e m p t y ;  and  

b a r n a c l e s  a n d  e e l - g r a s s  c l ing  to  t h e  pi les  

of  t h e  c ru m b l in g  w ha rves ,  w h e r e  t h e  sunsh ine  

l ies  lovingly,  br ing ing  o u t  t h e  f a in t  sp icy  odor  

t h a t  h a u n t s  t h e  p la c e  - th e  g h o s t  o f  t h e  old  

d e a d  West  India t r a d e . ^

The  p l a c e  had  a  c e r t a i n  a p p ea l .  Of  co u r s e ,  one  wou ld  n o t  w a n t  to  l ive 

t h e r e  if one  cou ld  he lp  i t .  A l though  s o m e  m idd le  c l a s s  r e s id e n t s ,  l ike 

A ld r ich ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  c o n t in u e d  to  live in th e  ne ighborh ood ,  m o s t  o t h e r s  

chose  o t h e r  a r e a s  of  town.  Increas ing ly  the  houses  o n c e  o c c u p ie d  by m e r -
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chan t s ,  m a r in e r s  and a r t i s a n s  b e c a m e  hom e to  la bo re rs  and im m ig ra n t s .

F i r s t  Irish c a m e ,  fo l lowed  by A us t r ians ,  I ta l ians ,  F r e n c h  C anad iens  and  Rus

sian Jew s .  E ven tua l ly  a mixed  e th n ic  c o m m u n i t y  occup ied  a  p lace  t h a t  had 

va lue as an  a r t i f a c t  of  th e  g rand  A n g lo -A m er ic an  pas t .

For A ldr ich  the  p r e s e n c e  of fo re igne rs  added  to  th e  sense  of  dec l ine .

In a n o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  to  S ta v e r s '  T ave rn  he r e f l e c t s  t h a t  a  M is te r  Shaughnessy,

slouching in t h e  t e n e m e n t  doorw ay  smoking  a  pipe ,  was  not  r e m o t e l y  a w a re

t h a t  a c ro s s  t h a t  th resho ld  had  once  passed  G eorge  Washington,  the  Marquis

de L a f a y e t t e ,  and o th e r  n o ta b le s  of the  R ev o lu t io n a ry  period.  In p lac ing

the  im m ig ra n t  in c o n t r a p o s i t io n  to  th e  founders ,  Aldrich  implies  t h a t  the

? Idecay  was  no t  only in the  build ing b u t  in i ts  o c c u p a n t s  as  well .

The  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  old o rd e r  and th e  new im m ig r a n t  c u l t u r e  ap 

pears  aga in  in "A R iv e rm o u th  R o m a n c e , "  a  s ho r t  s to ry  by Aldrich t h a t  uses 

our ne ighborhood as a  s e t t i n g . ^2 Mr. and Mrs. Bilkins live in a  la rge  old 

mansion,  m ode led  a f t e r  A ld r ich ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  house,  on one  of  the  s t r e e t s  

t h a t  lead to  th e  w harves .  The s to ry  evo lves  around  the  m a r r i a g e  of the 

Bilkins'  Irish maid  M a rg a re t  C a l laghan  and Lar ry  O 'R ourke ,  a sa i lor  who 

works too  l i t t l e  and  dr inks too  much .  Aldr ich,  of course ,  s t e r e o t y p e s  the  

c h a r a c t e r s .  But  w h a t  is s ig n i f i can t  fo r  our purposes  is the  way  in which 

he uses t h e  p la ce  to  r e in f o r c e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s .  The mansion ,  w i th  i ts  

" b ra s s -m o u n ted  c h r o n o m e t e r  in t h e  ha l l ,"  and " the  huge o ld - fash ioned  brass 

knocker"  on the  door speaks  of  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  It c o n t r a s t s  sharp ly  w i th  the  

"small ,  dingy f r a m e  house n ea r  t h e  w harves"  w h e re  the  m a r r i a g e  s e c r e t l y  

t a k es  p la ce .  The newlyweds  move  into Mrs. F inn igan 's  "small ,  shabby  t e n e 

m e n t -h o u s e  by t h e  r i v e r , ” w h e re  M a r g a r e t  s e t s  up "housekeeping  in a humble  

way." Of  cou rse ,  th e  lure of  "The Wee Drop around  th e  c o rn e r"  proves  too  

g r e a t  for  L a r ry ,  and  M a rg a re t  finds happ iness  only when she r e tu r n s  to  the  

secu r i ty  of th e  Bilkins '  household.
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A ldr ich 's  use of our  ne ighborhood in this  way  u n d e r s c o re s  the  two c o m 

ponents  of i ts  n in e t e e n c h  c e n t u r y  r e p u ta t i o n .  In the  popular  mind i t  was  both  

an appea l ing  p la ce  and one t h a t  repe l led .  Its an t iq u i ty  em bod ied  old va lues ,  

r e f ined  and endur ing  l ike an old fash ioned  brass  knocker ,  t im e le s s  l ike a d e s e r t e d  

w harf .  Its age  al so s ignif ied dec l ine ,  the  w i th e r in g  of  va lues  like a d e r e l i c t  

w arehouse  or  a  shabby  t e n e m e n t .

An e x t e n s i v e  e x a m in a t io n  of the  long t e r m  im p a c t  of this  r e p u ta t i o n  is 

beyond th e  s co p e  of  this  d i s s e r t a t io n ,  bu t  som e  im p l ica t ions  s e e m  c l e a r .  In 

the  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  th e  ne ighborhood b e c a m e  a t a r g e t  for  bo th  h is to r ic  

p re s e rv a t io n  and urban  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n .  In th e  th i r t i e s  this  took  the  fo rm  

of a  proposal  by John Mead Howells  and S tephe n  D e c a t u r  for  the  c r e a t i o n  

of  a h is to r ic  d i s t r i c t ,  in which all houses less than  s e v e n ty - f iv e  years  old 

would be r e m o v e d  and the  r e s t  r e s to r e d .  The p la n  ca l led  for  the widen ing of 

some s t r e e t s  and th e  c r e a t i o n  of parks  and gardens .

Abou t  the  s a m e  t im e  Jos ie  and Mary P r e s c o t t ,  tw o  s i s te r s  who had in

h e r i t ed  a f o r tu n e  f r o m  th e i r  b ro th e r ,  d ec ided  to c l ean  up the  w a t e r f r o n t  

and m a ke  it m ore  a t t r a c t i v e .  They used the i r  in h e r i t a n c e  to buy p ro p e r ty  

along the r iver  and r a z e  old w arehouses  and o t h e r  buildings.  This r e s u l t e d  

in t h e  r ive r s ide  park  now known as P r e s c o t t  Park .

In th e  1950s th e  P o r t s m o u th  Housing A u th o r i ty  deve loped  an Urban  

R enew al  p ro je c t  fo r  the  ne ighborhood ,  ca l l ing  fo r  the dem ol i t ion  of  all 

s t r u c t u r e s  and building anew .  As an a l t e r n a t i v e  p re s e rv a t io n i s t s  fo rm ed  

S t ra w b e ry  Banke,  Inc. , and s e t  ab o u t  to save  th e  o ldes t  b u i l d i n g s . ^

In al l of th e s e  ap p ro a c h e s  to  t h e  ne ighborhood people  as sum ed  t h a t  

they  had to  im prove  the  p lace ,  and t h a t  to  do so m e a n t  changing  th e  e n 

v i ro n m en t .  For  som e this  impl ied dem ol i t ion ;  they  saw too  much decay .

O th e r s  saw h is to ry ,  and a rgued  for  the  p r e s e rv a t io n  of the  o ldes t  s t r u c t u r e s .
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In all c a se s  t h e r e  was  a s t rong  impulse to  b e a u t i fy  the  a r e a  by r e lo c a t i n g  

buildings and widen ing s t r e e t s .

Thus,  t h e  evo lu t ion  of  our s i t e  in th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  c u lm in a t in g  

in an ou tdoor  h is to ry  m useum  and r ivers ide  park ,  had i ts  orig in  in t h e  

changing  n a t u r e  and r e p u ta t i o n  of  the  p lace  in t h e  n in e te e n th .



136

C H A P T E R  NOTES

* C h a r le s  E. C la rk ,  F o r e w a r d  to  R a m b le s  ab o u t  P o r t m o u t h , by C ha r le s  W. 
B re w s te r  (P o r t s m o u th ,  N .H.:  Lewis  W. B rew s te r ,  1873; facs im i le ,  Som ers -  
w or th ,  N.H.:  New H am psh i re  Publishing Co. ,  1971), p. vii.

^ Dover su rpassed  P o r t s m o u t h  in popula t ion  in 1870, th e  c i t i e s  having 9,294 
and 9,211 people  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  By 1880 Dover  s tood  a t  11,687,  P o r t s m o u th  
a t  9,690.  S t a t i s t i c s  of  t h e  Popu la t ion  of  th e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  a t  the  Ten th  
Census ,  (Washington:  G o v e r n m e n t  P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1883), p. 452.

^ Sarah  H aven  F o s t e r ,  The P o r t s m o u t h  Guide Book , (P o r t s m o u th :  J .  H. 
F o s te r ,  1884 [c 1876]) .  Q u o te  is f r o m  an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  for  the  F a r r a -
g u t  and th e  A t l a n t i c  Houses ,  R ye  Beach ,  N.H.,  Apri l 15, 1879, r e p r in t e d
in William M. Var re l l ,  S u m m e r  b y - th e - S e a  (P o r t s m o u th :  The  S t r a w b e ry  
Bank P r in t  Shop,  1972), p. 82.

^ A ld r ich ' s  u n t i t l e d  poem is published in B rew s te r ,  R am bles ,  1:109.

^ Thomas Bailey Ald r ich ,  The Writ ings of  Thom as  Bai ley A ld r ich , vol. 7:
The S tory of  a  Bad Boy, The L i t t l e  Violinist,  and o th e r  S ke tches  
(Boston and New York:  Houghton  Miffl in,  1911), pp. 29-35.

^ Thom as  Bailey Ald r ich ,  The Writ ings of  Thom as  Bai ley A ld r ich , vol. 8 :
F rom  Ponkapog  to P e s th  and  An Old Town by the  Sea  (Boston* and New
York:  H oughton  Mifflin,  1911), p. 185. The  widows w e re  Mary C hase  
[307], Mary  R ide r  [801], and  Susanna  A pp le ton  [301].

^ Aldr ich ,  An Old Town by th e  S e a , p. 204.  B rew s te r ,  R a m b le s , 1:266.

^ Aldr ich,  An Old Town by th e  S e a , p. 190; B rew s te r ,  R a m b le s , 1:96.
F o s te r ,  P o r t s m o u t h  Guide Book, p. 23.

Q
Rock ingham  C o u n ty  D e e d s , 119:260.

^  The Survey of London by John  S towe,  C i t i z e n  of London (New York: E. P. 
D u t to n  <5c Co. ,  n.d.),  pp.  38, 325. A ccord ing  to  t h e  in t roduc t ion ,  th e  su r 
vey  was  f i r s t  pub lished in 1598.

^  Oxford  English D ic t io n a ry  (Oxford :  The C la rendon  Press ,  1933), 8:1566.

I 7 R ock ingham  C o u n ty  D e e d s , 9:636 r e f e r s  to  C an o e  C reek ;  162:2 r e f e r s  
to  Wal ton 's  C re e k .

^  J a m e s  B irke t ,  Some C urso ry  R e m a rk s  m a d e  by J a m e s  B irke t  in his 
Voyage to  N or th  A m e r i c a ,  1750 (New Haven:  Yale Univers i ty  Press,
1916), pp.  8-10.

^  The New D e m o c r a c y  in A m e r ic a :  T rave l s  of F ran c is co  de Miranda in 
th e  United  S t a t e s ,  1783-84,  ed.  by John  C.  Eze ll ,  (Norman,  Okla. ,  1963), 
pTTSU:



137

^  J. P. Br is so t  de  Warvi l le ,  New Trave ls  in th e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  of  A m e r ic a ,  
1788 (C am b r id g e ,  Mass. ,  1964), p. 366

^  P o r t s m o u t h  Town R e c o rd s ,  3:164,281.  T im o th y  Alden ,  "The Glory of  
A m e r i c a , "  p. 41.

12 T im o thy  Dwight ,  T rave ls  in New England and  New Y ork , 4 vols .,  ed.  by 
B a rb a ra  Miller  Soloman,  (C am b r id g e ,  Mass. :  Belknap  P re s s  of  H a rv a rd  
U n ive rs i ty  P ress ,  1969), 1:311 - 312.

1^ For s t r e e t  n a m e s  a t  va r ious  t i m e s  s ee  P o r t s m o u t h  Town R eco rd s  2:197,409 
New H a m p s h i re  F i r e  and  M ar ine  Insu rance  C o m p a n y  Reco rds ,  MS, P o r t s 
m o u th  A th e n a e u m ;  and  va r ious  deeds  l i s ted  in t h e  Appendix.

1^ Dwight ,  T r a v e l s , 1: 312.

20 Aldr ich ,  The S to ry  of  a  Bad Boy , p. 28

21 Aldr ich ,  An Old Town by the  S e a , p. 213.

22 Thom as  Bai ley Aldr ich ,  The  Writ ings of  T hom as  Bai ley A ld r ich , vol.  4: 
P ru d e n c e  P a l f r e y  and a  R i v e r m o u th  R o m a n c e  (Boston and New York:  
Houghton  Miffl in,  1911), pp.  269-319.

23 C h a r l e s  B. H o sm er ,  J r . ,  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o m e s  of  A g e , 2 vols. ( C h a r l o t t e s 
vi l le:  U n ive rs i ty  P re s s  of  Virginia,  1981), 1:332-340.

2^ S t r a w b e r y  Banke  O ff ic ia l  Guidebook (1982), pp. 16-18.



C H A P T E R  VII

CONCLUSION

In 1700 Mary S he rbu rne  lived in a house in a p lace  ca l led  S t r a w b e ry  

Banke.  In 1850 Eunice  Goodwin  l ived in t h e  s a m e  house in a p lace  ca l led  Puddle  

Dock.  In th e  in t e r im  m o re  t h a n  th e  n a m e  of th e  p la ce  had changed .  The 

tw o  w om en ,  s e p a r a t e d  by a  c e n t u r y  and a hal f ,  lived in very  d i f f e r e n t  e n 

v i ronm en ts .  Each  would have  had d i f f i cu l ty  recogn iz ing  the o t h e r ' s  world.

We have  ex a m in e d  th e  evo lu t ion  of the  p la ce  f ro m  var ious  pe r s p e c t iv e s .  

F i r s t  we p laced  it in th e  c o n t e x t  of th e  la rge r  town of which i t  was  a pa r t .

Then we looked a t  t h e  s i t e  i t se l f ,  e s tab l i sh ing  p a t t e r n s  of land use and 

o rg an iz a t io n .  N ex t  we tu rn e d  to  the  buildings, p r im ar i ly  dwell ings,  and des 

c r ibed  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le s .  F inal ly ,  we assessed  the  r e p u ta t i o n  of the  p lace .

In e a c h  in s ta n c e  we d i s c o v e re d  changes  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a t  var ious  t i m e s  in the  

s i t e ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Based on our e x a m in a t io n  we can  now de f ine  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  phases  in 

th e  evo lu t ion  of  the  neighborhood .  The a d a p t a t i o n  of the  n a tu ra l  e n v i ro n m e n t  

to  m e e t  hum an  needs  b e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  f i r s t  phase,  which  ran  f rom  1690 

to  ab o u t  1760. Dur ing  this  per iod  th e  in h a b i tan t s  divided  the  land into un it s  

and bu il t  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  c o m m e r c i a l ,  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  and r e s id en t ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Because  w a te r b o r n  t r a d e  was  t h e  p r im ary  ec o n o m ic  pursu it ,  t h e  p re s e n c e  of 

the  r iv e r  and  th e  c o v e  was t h e  d o m i n a n t  in f luence  on th e  s i t e  and la rge ly  d e 

te rm in e d  land use and a r r a n g e m e n t .

Dur ing  this  phase  the  ne ighborhood p re s e n t e d  an open,  uncrow ded  a p p e a r 

ance .  A m ids t  th e  dwel l ings  t h e r e  w e re  v a c a n t  lots  and a m p le  g a rd en  space .

The s t r e e t s  w e re  na r ro w ,  bu t  not  heavily  t r a f f i c k e d .  Along the  r iver  the  lots  

w e re  smal l  ini t ia l ly ;  bu t  subsequen t  r e o rg a n iz a t io n  provided  enough room for

1 3 8
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w arehouses  and  w h a r f  expans ion .  Lots  f ron t ing  th e  cove  w e re  m uch  la rge r ,  

serving la rge  s c a le  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  o p e ra t io n s  such as t ann ing  and b r ickm ak ing .

A d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e  in a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le  o c c u r r e d  dur ing th is  period.  

Although thi s  quickly  m a d e  the  e a r l i e s t  bu il t  houses ou t  of d a t e ,  enough w e re  

m ode rn ized  and enough  new houses  w e re  bui l t  to  o f f s e t  any sense  of  age.

During the  f i r s t  phase  this  was  a young ne ighborhood.

During the  second  phase  in t h e  evo lu t ion  of  the  s i te ,  running  f rom  a bou t  

1760 to  1813, t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  f a c e d  th e  ta sk  of ad ap t in g  a m a n -m a d e  env i ron

m e n t  to  th e  needs  of a  growing  popula t ion .  The num ber  of individual  house 

lots and dwel l ings  in c re a s ed ,  f i r s t  th rough  th e  d ism an t l ing  of  the  t a n n e ry  in 

the s ix t i es  and se v e n t i e s ,  and th e n  th rough  the  division of  o th e r  l a rg e  lots  in 

the  n ine t ie s .  L a rg e  s ca le  m a n u fa c tu r i n g  o p e ra t io n s  d i s ap p ea red  as inhab i tan t s  

d ev o ted  m o re  land to  r e s id e n t ia l  use.

The g ro w th  in popula t ion  fed  on an expanding  econom y ,  m a rk e d  by 

inc reases  in t h e  vo lum e of t r a d e .  To handle  the  t r a d e  w ha rves  r e a c h e d  

f a r t h e r  o u t  in to  t h e  r ive r  and  new c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  such as S ta v e r ' s  

Tavern,  th e  f ish m a r k e t  as  Swing Bridge,  and m any  new w arehouses ,  began  

to a p p e a r .  C o m m e r c i a l  t r a f f i c  in c re a s ed  on th e  na r row  s t r e e t s .  The town 

coped  w i th  th is  growing  p rob lem  by m on i to r ing  e n c r o a c h m e n t  on the  s t r e e t s ,  

by laying s o m e  paved  s idewalks ,  and by e x t e n d in g  J o s e ' s  Lane ( Je f f e r s o n  S t r e e t )  

f rom Horse  L ane  th rough  to  W ate r  S t r e e t ,  t h e re b y  inc reas ing  a c c e s s  to  Long 

Wharf . But th is  he lped  only a l i t t l e  to  m e e t  th e  in c reased  use of  th e  s t r e e t s .  

During th is  phase  the  ne ighborhood b e c a m e  crow ded .

In th e  1790s t h e r e  was  a c h a n g e  in a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le ,  and again  th e re  

was enough m o d e rn i z a t io n  and new c o n s t ru c t io n  to  keep  th e  ne ighborhood up 

to  d a t e .  H owever ,  t h e r e  was  an em e rg in g  sense t h a t  in sp i te  of th e  new houses,  

the ne ighborhood was  no t  as  a t t r a c t i v e  as i t  should be.  O ve rc row ding  no t  only 

made  it d i f f i c u l t  for  the ex is t ing  en v i ro n m e n t  to  m e e t  human e c o n o m ic  needs,
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i t  also ra ised  c o n c e rn s  ab o u t  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  t h a t  e n v i ro n m e n t .

Up to  th is  po in t  the  evo lu t ion  of our s i t e  was  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  w h a t  

was o c c u r r in g  in o th e r  w a t e r f r o n t  a r e a s  of  to w n .  All w e re  r e l a t iv e ly  open 

be fo re  1760 and ex p e r i e n c e d  o verc row d ing  t h e r e a f t e r .  H en ce  th e  co n ce rn s  

about  a p p e a r a n c e  and  lack  of  sp a c e  t h a t  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  t o w a rd  the  end of 

the  c e n t u ry  app l ied  to  the  c o m p a c t  p a r t  of  town in g e n e ra l .

The f i r e s  in 1802, 1806 and 1813, th e m s e lv e s  a r e s u l t  of ove rc row ding ,  

changed  th e  s i tu a t io n .  They m a de  possible t h e  m o d e rn i z a t io n  of  the  c e n t r a l  

a r e a  of town,  leav ing those  a r e a s  t h a t  e s c a p e d  with  th e  old conce rns .  This 

m arked  th e  beg inning of  a  th i rd  phase  in th e  evo lu t ion  of  our s i t e .

It is i m p o r t a n t  to n o te  t h a t  the f i res  a lone  w e re  not  respons ib le  for  the  

nex t  phase.  They  o c c u r r e d  to w a rd  the  end  of  a per iod  of p rospe r i ty ,  hence  

t h e r e  w e re  r e s o u rc e s  for  rebuild ing .  H owever ,  shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  econom y  

un d e rw en t  a  s ig n i f i can t  ch a n g e  due to d is rup t ions  in t r a d e  and the  dep le t ion  

of  t im b e r ,  which  was  the  p r im a ry  t rad ing  c o m m o d i t y  in the  reg ion .  This e c o 

nomic  change ,  coupled  with  th e  m o d e rn i z a t io n  of  the  b u rn t  ou t  a r e a s ,  d e t e r 

mined  th e  n a t u r e  of  our ne ighborhood during th e  th ird phase.

During th is  phase the  in h a b i tan t s  had to  cope  with  both  a c row ded  env i ron 

m e n t  and one  t h a t  was g e t t i n g  old,  e spec ia l ly  in r e l a t io n  to  the  newly buil t  

a r e a s  nearby .  C o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  g radua l ly  dec l ined ,  and much of  w h a t  

r e m a in e d  ev e n tu a l ly  s h i f te d  to  t h e  new a r e a s .  This e a s e d  th e  d em an d s  p laced  

on th e  smal l  s t r e e t s ,  bu t  i t  a l so  m a de  it  less  n e c e s s a ry  to  im prove  th e m .  There  

was a n o t h e r  c h a n g e  in a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le  dur ing  thi s  per iod ,  bu t  th is  t i m e  t h e r e  

was in su f f ic i en t  w e a l th  to  p e r m i t  much upda t ing  or new building.  E conom ic  

dec l ine  tu rn e d  the  neighborhood into  an old p lace .

It b e c a m e  old not  only in f a c t  bu t  al so  in t h e  minds  of  th e  tow nspeople .  

During this th i rd  phase  in i ts  evolu tion  its r e p u ta t i o n  changed ,  s e t t in g  the  

s tag e  for its d e v e lo p m e n t  well  into the t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu ry .  It b e c a m e  the
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Puddle Dock neighborhood - old,  o ld - fash ioned ,  d e r e l i c t ,  and spec ia l .

In e a c h  of  the  phases  of  i ts  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  eco n o m y  p la yed  a  key 

role.  We a n t i c ip a t e d  this  in C h a p t e r  I, when I ou t l ined  those  fo r c e s  t h a t  

ap p e a re d  to  have  th e  g r e a t e s t  in f luence  on t h e  sp a t i a l  o rg an iz a t io n ,  s t r u c t u r a l  

fo rm  and r e p u ta t io n  of a  p lace .  The  need  to  m a k e  a  l iving is basic to  th e  

p rocess  th rough  which people  c r e a t e  and  modify  an  e n v i ro n m e n t .  To use R. J.  

Johns ton ' s  t e rm s ,  an im p o r t a n t  goal  of  a  sp a t i a l  s y s t e m  (env i ronm ent)  is 

e f f i c iency ,  usually m e asu re d  in f inanc ia l  t e rm s .

O th e r  f a c t o r s  p layed  a lesser  ro le  th a n  th e  eco n o m y ,  the i r  im p o r ta n c e  

vary ing f rom  phase to  phase .  The  in e r t i a  of  the  n a tu ra l  e n v i ro n m e n t  had 

i ts g r e a t e s t  im p a c t  in phase one,  when th e  n a t u re  of the  land and w a t e r f r o n t  

in f luenced  spa t i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  and land use.  The  in e r t i a  of th e  m a n -m a d e  

env i ro n m en t  b e c a m e  more  im p o r t a n t  in phase  two,  when the  s t r e e t s ,  lots  

and buildings had  to m e e t  d em an d s  of  a growing  popula t ion .

The im p a c t  of  o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  such as t echno logy ,  a e s t h e t i c s ,  and aging,  

depended on th e  econom y.  When t h e r e  was  p ro s p e r i ty  th e  in h a b i tan t s  could 

take  a d v a n t a g e  of new te chno logy ,  such  as  th e  in s ta l la t io n  of  a new w a t e r  

sy s tem  or s idewalks .  They  al so could  fol low new d i c t a t e s  in t a s t e  by building 

new houses and  upda t ing  old ones .  H ow ever ,  when th e  e c o n o m y  was  poor 

th e  f o r c e  of age  ov e r ro d e  new te chno logy  and  new ta s t e s .

Final ly,  t h e r e  was  one f a c t o r  t h a t  p layed  an i m p o r t a n t  role in t h e  s i t e ' s  

evolu tion  t h a t  we did no t  a n t i c i p a t e  in C h a p t e r  I. Most  of  w h a t  happened  

was th e  r e s u l t  of decisions  m a d e  by people  individual ly and c o l lec t iv e ly ,  as  

they  sought to c r e a t e  and use an e n v i ro n m e n t .  But  s ig n i f i c a n t  deve lop

m en t  in the  s i t e ' s  hi s to ry  c a m e  ab o u t  by a c c i d e n t .  Had th e  1813 f i r e  sp read  

into our a r e a ,  or had i t no t  happened  a t  al l ,  or  had i t  o c c u r r e d  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  

t im e ,  then  th e  h is to ry  of  our ne ighborhood would have  been  d i f f e r e n t .
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In t h e  end w e  have  c o m e  to  un d e r s tan d  th e  h is to ry  of  a  p la ce  as  th e  

in te rp lay  of  m any  fo r c e s ,  hum an  and o th e rw is e .  The  way  a  p la c e  is a t  

any po in t  in t i m e  is t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  workings  of t h e s e  fo r c e s  on th e  

physical  e n v i ro n m e n t  and  in th e  minds of  t h e  peop le  who occupy  it .  Mary 

Sherburne and  Eunice  Goodwin  m ay  h ave  l ived in d i f f e r e n t  wor lds ,  b u t  th e y  

w ere  bo th  p a r t i c ip a n t s  in a  p rocess  t h a t  gave  m ean ing  to  our neighborhood .
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APPENDIX

P R O P E R T Y  TITLE CHAINS

In o rd e r  t o  t r a c e  p ro p e r ty  ow nersh ip  a t  th e  s tudy  s i t e  I d iv ided  th e  

s i t e  in to  nine p a r c e l s ,  n u m b e re d  0 - 9 .  Within e a c h  p a r c e l  I ass igned  

th r e e -d ig i t  codes  to  loca t ions ,  roughly  co r respond ing  to  th e  loca t ion  of  

lots.  S ince  lot s  s o m e t i m e s  sp l i t  or  m e rg e  or s h i f t  boundar ie s ,  t h e  

codes  apply to  loc a t ions  r a t h e r  th a n  lots .

Thus,  for  s o m e  loc a t ions  t h e r e  may be m o re  than  one  lot .  On 

th e  o th e r  hand ,  a  loc a t ion  may  a t  t i m e s  be p a r t  of  a  l a rg e r  lot  t h a t  

t r ansce nds  m e r e  th a n  one  loca t ion .

For e a c h  loc a t ion  I have  e s tab l i s h ed  t i t l e  cha ins  for  th e  r e l e v a n t  

lots,  based  on p r o p e r ty  t r a n s f e r s  r e c o rd e d  in deeds  and wills. In the  

following l is t s  I h ave  given only the  m c s t  bas ic  in fo rm a t io n :  d a t e ,  g r a n to r ,

g r a n t e e  and  s o u rce .  Unless o th e rw is e  ind ica te d ,  t h e  s o u rc e  is a  deed  

r eco rded  in th e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  R e g i s t e r  of  Deeds ,  R ock ingham  C ounty .

In c h a p t e r  n o te s  I h a v e  p la ced  th e  codes  in b r a c k e t s  in o rd e r  to  

help r e a d e r s  l o c a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  m e n t io n e d  in th e  t e x t .

A l though  m o s t  of  t h e  t i t l e  cha ins  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  a r e  based  on my 

own r e s e a r c h ,  I h a v e  al so  used a  num ber  of  r e p o r t s  p r e p a r e d  fo r  S t r a w b e ry  

Banke,  Inc. I h ave  inc luded  th e  a u th o r s  of  th e s e  r e p o r t s  in my a c k n o w le d g e 

ments .
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1694

1718

1797

1797

1797

1799

1802

1823

1833

1698

1711

1714

1734

1749

1756

1762

1767

1768

1768

1791

1791
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The river side of Marcy Street from opposite Court 
Street to  the Liberty Pole.

Along the river, from opposite Court Street, about 
half-way to  Jefferson Street-

(North part: in 1813 this was ShapLey's wharf)

Samuel Cutt to  John Knight

John Knight to  Elizabeth Janvrin

Ahigail Janvrin to  Reuben Shapley

Mary Janvrin to  Reuben Shapley

Martha & W i l l i a m  Marshall to  Reuben Shapley

Mary Janvrin to  Reuben Shapley

George & Nancy Long to Reuben Shapley

Reuben Shapley to  Nathaniel & John Haven

W i l l i a m  Haven & Samuel Cutts to Hale & Robhins

(South part: in 1813 this was Drisco's wharf)

Samuel Cutt to  William Partridge

william Partridge to  John Knight

John Knight to  Ichabod Plaisted

Ichabod Plaisted to  Joseph Jackson

Mark & Mehttahle Langdon (Jackson heir) to  Henry 
Sherburne, Jr. (part of land)

Nathaniel Meserve to  Joseph Jackson 
(interest in Jackson estate)

*

Joseph Jackson to  George Janvrin
(half o f house and lo t divided between Jackson and 

Henry Sherburne)

Joseph Jackson to  Titus Salter (mortgage)

George Janvrin to  Titus Salter (mortgage)

Titus Salter to  William Whitwell (mortgage)

Whiiwell heirs to  James Drisco

James Drisco to Benjamin Partridge
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1804

1815

1832

1814

1850

1819

1832

1815

1815

1815

1826

1841

1833

1826

1831

1831

1857

14 6

Henry Trefethen (Partridge heir) to  James Drisco 

Betty Aker man & Patty partridge (heirs) to  James Drisco 

Division of Drisco Wharf into twelve lots among nine heirs. 

Drisco Lot #1:

Izette (Drisco) Shaw to  Samuel Hale & Ichabod Rollins 

Drisco Lot #2:

Nancy (Drisco) & William Shaw to George Frost 

John Frost to  Leonard Cotton 

Drisco Lot #3:

Jeremiah Drisco to  Izette Shaw 

Izette Shaw to  Hale & Robbins 

Drisco Lot #4 & #8:

Katy (Drisco) & James Adams to William Trefethen,
Abraham Shaw & Nathaniel March

William Trefethen to  Nathaniel March

Abraham Shaw to  Nathaniel March

Sarah (Drisco) & Nathaniel March to Jeremiah Goodrich 

Drisco Lot #5 & #9:

Elizabeth (Drisco) & William Trefethen to  Heremiah Goodrich

Drisco Lot #6 & #10:

Joshua Drisco to  Hale & Robbins 

Drisco Lot #7:

Sarah (Drisco) & Nathaniel March to Jeremiah Goodrich 

Drisco Lot #11:

Izette (Drisco) Shaw to  Nathaniel March 

Nathaniel March to  William Damrill 

Lucy Damrill to  Leonard Cotton



1814

1850

002

1716

1718

1747

1694

1700

1706

1706

1692

1717

1719

1721

1814

1815

1816

1817

1818

1821
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Drisco Lot #12:

Nancy (Drisco) & William Shaw to  George Frost 

John Frost to  Leonard Cotton

Marcy Street, opposite Jefferson Street; in 1813 known as 
Long Wharf.

(North part)

Samuel Penhallow to  John Penhallow 

John P e n h a l lo w to  Henry Sloper 

Henry Sloper to  Richard & Thomas Wihird 

(Middle part)

Samuel Penhallow to Nathaniel Ayers 

Nathaniel Ayers to  George Jeffrey (mortgage)

Gecnge Jaffrey to  Nathaniel Ayers 

Nathaniel Ayers to Richard Wihird 

(South part)

Samuel Penhallow to John Snell

John Snell to  Willia m Partridge (mortgage)

John Snell to  Richard Wihird 

William Partridge to  Richard Wihird 

(Wihird estate)

Danjel Austin (Wihird heir) to  Benjamin Damrill

Daniel Austin to  Benjamin Damrill

D a n ie l Austin to  Benjamin Penhallow & Ebenezer Wentworth
(mortgage)

Daniel Austin to  Banjamin Penhallow & Ebenezer Wentworth 
(mortgage)

Hunking & Benjamin Penhallow to  Ebenezer Wentworth

Hunking & Benjamin Penhallow to  Ebenezer Wentworth 
(2/3 of Long Wharf)



1821

1836

1853

1 854

003

1 694

1705

1729

1783

1783

1796

1799

1799

1801

1693

1723

1 764

1792

148

E b e n e z e r  W en tw or th  to  T hom as  Bailey 
(one par t )

Thom as  Bailey to  Danie l  Bailey

D anie l  Bailey to  William Gookin

E b e n e z e r  W entwor th  to  Will iam Gookin

Along r iver ,  oppos i te  Puddle  Lane ;  in 1813 known as A yer ' s  
w har f .

(South par t )

S am ue l  Penha llow to  C a p t .  Samuel W en tw or th  

Sam ue l  W entwor th  to  John W en tw or th  

John W en tw or th  to  Danie l  Warner

J o n a th a n  Warner  to R ic h a rd  H a r t  

R ic h a rd  H a r t  to  J o n a th a n  Warner

J o n a th a n  Warner  to  David  P e a r c h  (m or tgage )

J o n a th a n  Warner  to  David  P e a r c e  (m or tgage )

J o n a t h a n  Warner  to  David  P e a r c e

John P e a r c e  to  Joseph  Sherburne  Ayers  

(Nor th  pa r t )

Sam ue l  Penhal low to  Edw ard  Ayers  

E dw ard  Ayers  e s t a t e  to  John Ayers  

John Ayers  to  John  Ayers ,  Jr .

John  Ayers ,  J r .  e s t a t e  to  William Ham



1802

1814

1815

1820

1820

1845

1803

1842

1801

1805

1833

1804

1833

1804

1805

1823

1833

1834

1834

1837

1 49

(Lot A)

Joseph S. Ayers to  George Melcher

George Melcher to  Joseph Thompson

Joseph Thompson to  George Melcher (mortgage)

Joseph Thompson estate to  Joseph Nutter 

Joseph Nutter to  George Melcher (mortgage)

George Melcher to  Samuel Waldron 

(Lot B)

Joseph S. Ayers to  John Salter 

Joseph S. Ayers to  George Melcher 

(Lot C)

No deeds found.

(Lot D)

Joseph S. Ayers to Woodbury Tucker

Woodbury Tucker to  John Salter

Salter heirs to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

(Lot E, part)

Joseph S. Ayers to  John Salter

Salter heirs to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

(Lot E, part)

Joseph S. Ayers to  Abraham Shaw 

Ayers & Shaw to  Benjamin Yeaton

Abraham & Elizabeth Bell to  John Leighton (Shaw heir) 

John Laighton to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

Yeaton heirs to  Aaron & Levi Moses 

Levi Moses to  Marine Railway Corp.

Thomas & Mary Hill to  Marine Railway Corp. (Moses heir)



1837

1804

1805

1823

1833

1834

1834

1837

1837

1805

1828

1833

1806

1833

1815

1817

1823

1801

1805

1833

1801

Mary Moses to  Marine Railway Corp.

(Lot E, part)

Joseph S. Ayers to  Abraham Shaw 

Ayers & Shaw to  Benjamin Yeaton (part)

Ahraham & Elizabeth Bell to  John Leighton (Shaw heir) 

John Laighton to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

Yeaton heirs to  Aaron & Levi Moses 

Levi Moses to  Marine Railway Corp.

Thomas & Mary Hill to  Marine Railway Corp. (Moses heir) 

Mary Moses to  Marine Railway Carp.

(Lot E, part)

Joseph Ayers and Abraham Shaw to Elisha Hill

E lisha Hill to  Thomas Safford

Thomas Safford to Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

(Lot E, part)

Joseph Ayers to  Thomas Shaw

Thomas Shaw to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

(Lot E, part)

Joseph Ayers to  Nathaniel Folsom, Jr.

Nathaniel Folsom, Jr. to  John Leighton (part)

Andrew Bell to  John Leighton (part)

(Lot G)

Joseph Ayers to  Jonathan Cdicard

Jonathan Colcord to  Stacy Hall

Samuel Hall to  Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.)

(Lot H)

Joseph Ayers to Jonathan Cdcord
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1803 Jonathan CoLcord to  Woodbury Tucker 166:291

1803 Woodbury Tucker to  Stacy Hall, Jr. 169:111

1806 Tucker estate to  Stacey & SamueL HaH 178:259

1810 Stacy Hall to  Aaron Moses 188:271

1811 Stacy Hall to  Aaron Moses 225:331

1819 Aaron Moses to  Stephen Foye 225:332

1819 Stephen Foye to  Elisha Plaisted & Joseph Nutter 225:333

1828 Elisha Plaisted to  Joseph Nutter 253:369

1828 Joseph Nutter to  Elisha Plaisted 254:359

1833 Elisha Plaisted to  Thomas & James Hoyt 269:200

1833 Thomas & James Hoyt to Samuel Hale (Marine R. R.) 268:404

004 Along river, from opposite Puddle Lane to Liberty Pole. 

(North part)

1694 Samuel Penhallow to  Samuel Wentworth 16:465

1705 Samuel Wentworth to  John Wentworth 16:466

1729 John Wentworth to  Daniel Warner 16:642
17:22

1783 Jonathan Warner to  Richard Hart 115:381

1783 Richard Hart to  Jonathan Warner (mortgage) 115:382

1796 Jonathan Warner to  John Pearse (joins lo t 003) 

(South part)

143:193

1694 Samuel Penhallow to  Samuel Wentworth 16:465

1698 Samuel Wentworth to  Samuel Rimes 16:445

1731 Christopher Rimes to  Ebenezer Wentworth 18:181

1737 Ebenezer Wentworth to  Ebenezer Wentworth, Jr. 22:366

1747 Ebenezer Wentworth to  Ebenezer Wentworth, Jr. 34:23

1793 George Wentworth to James Ivers 136:74

1802 George Wentworth to James Ivers 163:234



1 8 0 4

1806

1806

1830

1834

1814

1814 

1816 

1818 

1820

1829 

1833

1815 

1827 

1827 

1833

1806

1807

1830

1833

1834

1811
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James Ivers to  Stephen Foye & Aaron Moses 

(this part then becomes several smaller parts)

(part)

Foye & Moses to  Ahraharn Shaw 

Abraham Shaw to Isaac Nelson

Abraham Shaw estate to  Lord, Mugridge and Badger

Isaac Nelson to  Lord, Mugridge and Badger

(part)

Aaron Moses to  Charles Renaldi 

Charles Renaldi to  Aaron Moses 

Aaron Moses to  William Shaw 

William Shaw to  Aaron Moses 

Ch a r le s  Renaldi to  John Hodgkins 

John Hodgkins to  John Knowlton 

John Knowlton to  Samuel Hale 

(part)

Aaron Moses to  William Shaw 

William Shaw to  John Hodgkins 

John Hodgkins to  William Shaw 

William Shaw to  Samuel Hale 

(part)

Stephen Foye to  Aaron Moses

Aaron Moses to  Abraham Shaw

Shaw estate to  Lard, Mugridge, and Badger

Lard, e t  al, to  Samuel Hale

Samuel Hale to  Lord, e t  aL

(part)

Stephen Foye to  Peter shores

1 6 9 : 2 5 1

173:291

177:271

265:299

271:228

205:275 

212:226 

211:320 

216:289 

225:404 

257:209 

268:399

207:107

257:208

250:132

268:404

173:361

177:219

268:403

268:403

277:15

195:246
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1833 Peter Shores to  Lord e t  aL

(part)

1806 Foye & Mcses to  William Leighton

1833 Leighton heirs to  Lord e t  aL

(part)

1806 Foye & Moses to  John Walden

1831 Walden heirs to  Lord e t  aL

Parcel 1 Bounded by Court Street, Marcy Street, Jefferson 
Street and Horse Lane.

101 

1694-5-26 

1694-3-6 

1739-9-3 

1742-3-7

Comer of Court and Marcy Streets.

Samuel Cutt to  John Knight 

John Knight to  Robert Almery

John & Rachel (Almery) Roberson to  Samuel More 

Samuel More to  Ebenezer odiorne

102

1693-12-18

1711

1713-3-15 

1734-7-23 

1749-11-28

1749-11-28

1756-5-10

1757-2-6 

1759-3-12

Marcy Street, east of Hough House 

Samuel Cutt to  William Partridge 

William Partridge to  John Knight 

John Knight to  Ichabod Plaisted 

Ichabod Plaisted to  Joseph Jackson

Mark & Mary (Jackson) Nelson to Henry Sherburne, Jr. 
(North part)

Mark & Mehetable (Jackson) Langdon to  Henry Sherburne, 
Jr. (North part)

Nathaniel & Mary (Jackson) Meserve to  Joseph Jackson 
(grandson) (South part)

Joseph Jackson to  Thomas Bell (part of lot; 18 yr. lease) 

Joseph Jackson to John Nelson (part o f lot; 10 yr. lease)

269:289

174:392

268:350
268:351

174:391

264:301

6:346

26:132

24:310

27:109

6:177

8:162

9:132

20:507

39:215

39:219

50:52

65:174

60:68
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1761 Joseph Jackson to John King (part of lot) 65:44

1761 Joseph Jackson to  john King (part of lot) 65:176

103 Water Street, com er of jefferson.

1761-10-30 Samuel Penhallow to  Samuel Penhallow, Jr. 9:511

1717-5-15 Samuel Penhallow, Jr. to  John Penhallow 9:555

1718-3-24 John Penhallow to  Henry Sloper 10:460

1747-8-4 Henry Sloper to  Richard & Thomas Wihird 33:469
(west part; mortgage)

1751-4-29 Richard & Thomas Wihird to Henry Sloper (west part) 40:301

1751-4-30 Henry Sloper to  Richard & Thomas Wihird (east part) 39:187

1764-9-30 Richard & Thomas Wihird to Foster Trefedn (10 yr. lease) 83:170

1761-6-3 Henry Sloper to  Henry Sloper (west part) 64:32

1762-1 1-5 Henry Sloper to  John King (h of west part) 64:563

1762—1 1 —5 John King to  Daniel. Warner {H of west part) 71:62

1763-3-3 Henry Sloper to  Daniel Warner (other % o f west part) 67:343

104 Comer of Court Street and Horse Lane.

1694-5-26 Samuel Cutt to  John Knight 6:346

1737-10-18 Joseph & Elizabeth (Knight) Adams to  John Knight 65:164

1760-4-21 John Knight to  Samuel Palling 58:47

105 Comer of Horse Lane and Jefferson Street, currently
site  o f Hough House.

1695 SamueL Penhallow to  Samuel Wentworth 16:465

1699 Samuel Wentworth to  Sameul Penhallow 7:7

1770 William Winkley to  George Knight 102:33



Parcel 2 

201

1694-1-6 

1709-12-1 

1731-3-6 

1733-11-29 

1750-6-27 

1761-3-19 

1780-3-10 

1788-8-19

1790-1-4

1814-4-12

1814-4-13

1831-10-25

1831-10-25

202

1715-1-11

1715-5-23

1715-7-5

1716-9-6

I 716-10-30

1716-12-10

Bounded by Court Street, Horse Lane, Jefferson  
Street and Atkinson Street-

Comer o f Court Street and Horse Lane; currently site  
of Shapley Town House.

Samuel Penhallow to John Ballad

Ballar heirs to  Joseph Moulton

Henry Sloper to  Joseph Moulton (addition to  lot)

Deborah Knight to Joseph moulton (addition to lot)

Sarah Farrow to Joseph Moulton, Jr. (addition to lot)

Joseph Moulton to Joseph Moulton, Jr.

Joseph Moulton to James Hickey (part of lot)

Betty Hickey to  James Drisco 
(same part as in 112:357)

Joseph Moulton to Thos. Moulton (com er of lot)

Thomas Moulton to Reuben Shapley (part o f lot)

Thomas Moulton to Reuben Shapley (rest o f lot)

Wm. Haven and Edw. Cutts to  Wm. Day (east h o f lot)

Wm. Haven and Edw. Cutts to  Daniel Bailey 
(west half o f lot)

Northwest c a rrie r  of Horse Lane and Jefferson Street.

Amy Graves to  Benjamin Purdngton 
(east half o f lo t  and house)

Amy Graves to  Hannah Stephens (west half)

Benjamin Purdngton to John Smith (east half)

John Smith to  Thomas Hammett (east half)

Benjam in  Pu r r in g to n  to T hom as  H a m m e t t  
( e a s t  ha l f :  m o r t g a g e  r e l e a s e )

Thomas Hammett to  Thomas Blashfield 
(east and west parts joined; them Hammett gets north 

part, Blashfield gets south part with house)

9:176 

9:177 

17:481 

19:509 

38:332 

64:378 

1 12:357 

124:313

1 25:396 

205:22 

210:346 

265:141 

265:153

9:323

16:234

9:320

10:274

10:282

10:276
14:419

1719-7-18 Thomas Hammett to Henry Slocer (north part) 1 1:87
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1728-8-8

1731-3-30

1731-3-26

1731-3-26

1755-4-4

1797-1-12

1797-1-23

1797-5-31

I 828-3-10 
1829-7-29

1829

1834-10-24 

1834-10-23 

1849-4-25

203

1695-9-13 

1714-6-15 

1750-6-27

1750-8-23

1751-12-18

1780-10-18

1785-11-3

1794-10-9

Thomas Blashfield to  Benjamin Aker man (south part)

Benjamin Akerman to  Samuel Parsons (south part)

Henry Sloper to  Samuel Parsons (southernmost part of 
north part)

Henry Sloper to  Joseph Moulton 
(northernmost part of north part joins lo t 201)

Samuel Parsons to John Bartlett

William Collin Meserve and Deborah (Bartlett) Meserve 
to  Richard and Mary Low

Richard and Mary low to  Ahigail Janvrin (west half)

Abigail  J anv r in  to  D oro thy  G er r i sh  (w es t  half)

Low hei rs  to J e r e m i a h  Bragdon (p a r t  of e a s t  half)

Jeremiah Bragdon to Timothy Tucker (east half; mortgage)

Timothy Tucker to Leonard Cotton 
(east half; interest in mortgage)

Ann Maria Bragdon (Bragdon estate) to  Leonard Cotton 
(east half)

Timothy G. Sentor (Dorothy Gerrish estate) to  
Leonard Cotton (west half)

Jefferson Street, currently site  o f Wheelwright House.

Samuel Cutt to  Mark Aires

Mark Ayers to  Robert Walker

Sarah Farrow (Walker heir) to  Joseph Moulton 
(comer of lo t joins lo t 201)

Sarah Farrow (Walker heir) to  Jeremiah Wheelwright

Benjamin and Sarah (Farrow) Stanton to  Jeremiah 
Wheelwright (confims 42:376)

Jeremiah Wheelwright estate to  John Wheelwright

John Wheelwright estate to  Ahigail Leslie

Jcseph Moulton to Ahigail Leslie
(comer of lo t sold in 1750 re-joined to lot)

16:235

17:479

17:482

17:481

47:41

144:344

145:13

I 45:527

257:203
257:204

259:95

274:62

274:63

337:127

6:116

9:167

38:332

42:376

42:375

112:460 

119:445 

138:380
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1805 Ahigail Leslie to  John Rider (mortgage)

1808-8-22 Ahigail Leslie to  John Rider (mortgage)

1814—10—26 John Rider to Ahigail Leslie

1818 Ahigail Leslie to  John Davenport

1838-11-20 John Davenport to  John Clark

204 Court Street, currently site  of a parking lot.

1701-3-28 Thomas Phipps to  William Partridge

1711-8-27 William Partridge to  John Knight

1754-3-29 Knight heirs to  Henry Carter

1782-5-25 Henry Carter to Benjamin G. Carter

1789-10-7 Benjamin G. Carter to Reuben Shapley

1831-10-5 Haven & Cutts, attorneys for Shapley estate, to
Samuel Gookin

1849-6-1 Samuel Gookin to Albert Hatch & James P. Bartlett

172:29

183:209

206:117

220:154

289:430

6:324 

8:162 

44:39 

115:167 

126:290 

265:140

338:106

205 Comer of Court and Atkinson Streets, currently site  
of Reuben Shapley House (Gift Shop).

1699—4-27 Eleanor Cutt to  Hannah Harvey

1716-7-25 Joseph & Hannah (Harvey) Jones to  John Knight

1754-3-29 Knight heirs to  Henry Carter

1775-1-24 Henry Carter to  Daniel & William Hubbard

1790-7-30 Daniel Hubbard to  Reuben Shapley

206 Northeast com er of Jefferson and Atkinson Streets,
currently site  of Peacock House.

1699-4-27 Eleanor Cutt to  Hannah Harvey

1716-7-25 Joseph & Hannah (Harvey) Jones to  John Knight

1718-2-18 John Knight to  Elizabeth Janvrin

1731-5-1 John Janvrin to Elisha Jackson

1744-2-13 Elisha Jackson to Abraham Center (east half)

9:241

9:479

44:39

124:267

130:56

9:241

9:479

11:395

18:70

33:245
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1744-12-8 Elisha Jackson to  John Sherburne (west half; mortgage) 29:422

1747-6-6 Abraham Center to  Henry Sherburne (east half)

1749-1-9 Elisha Jackson to  John & Henry Sherburne 40:387
(west half; mortgage)

1756-5-21 John & Henry Sherburne to  John Grant (west half) 40:387

1757-4-8 Henry Sherburne to  William Seward (east half) 52:457

1805-1-14 Seward heirs to  Reuben Shapley (east half) 170:129

1817 to  1820 Various Grant heirs to  Theodore Parker (west half) 216:255
233:31

32,34

1821 Theodore Parker to  Reuben Shapley 231:111

1831-10-25 Haven and Cutts, attorneys for Shapley estate, 265:155
to Edmund L. Sheafe

1831-11-1 Edmund L. Sheafe to  Thomas E. Oliver 265:156

1834-11-29 Thomas E. Oliver to John Harrat 275:131

1840-5-8 John Harrat to  Thatcher Emery 301:19

1842-11-1 Thatcher Emery to  William Bums 310:18

1842-1 1-10 William Bums to  Grace Peacock 310:18

1882-8-26 Grace (Peacock) Chase to Benjamin F. Webster 484:305

207

1696-1-4

1718-5-30

1744-11-11

1765-2-18

Jefferson Street, currently an orchard opposite 
Marden House.

Samuel Cutt to  Beriah Higgins 

Joseph Higgens to George Almary 

George Almary to Samuel Sherburne 

Samuel Sherburne to  Queen's Chapel

1791-10-17 Jonathan Warner to  Reuben Shapley 
(996 yr. lease) (joins lo t 204)

5:218

29:342

29:413

State Papers 
38:129

130:444
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Parcel 3

301

1699-4-27 

1756-2-27 

1756-3-3 

1 763-10-1

1766-7-2 

1797-11-25

1797-12-5

1800-3-26

1803-5-21

1863-4-23

302

1754-6-26 

1789-4-7

303

1699-4-27 

1737-7-4

1766-5-2 

1771-10-2 

1 773-4-20

Bounded by Court Street, Atkinson Street, Jefferson 
Street and Washington Street.

Comer of Court and Atkinson Streets, currently site  of 
the William Pitt Tavern.

Eleanor Cutt to  Thomas Phipps

Cyprian Jaffrey e t  al, Phipps heirs, to  Walton

Danforth Phipps to  George Walton

Richard Greeley to Joseph Pattison
(Greeley received lo t from Walton in a judgement of the 

Superior Court)

Joseph Pattison to John Stavers

Division into three parts among Stavers heirs

William Stavers to Susanna (Stavers) Appleton 
(2 foot strip)

James Alexander and Mary (Stavers) Geddes to  
William Stavers (westerly part of house and land)

James & Mary Geddes to Susanna Appleton 
(kitchen privileges)

Lucy S. Stavers to James Hennessey

Northwest com er of Atkinson and Jefferson

George Walton to  John Grant

Elizabeth Grant to  John Stavers (joins lo t 301)

Court Street, currently site  of Thomas Bailey Aldrich 
Memorial. '

Eleanor Cutt to  Thomas Phipps (all of Parcel 3)

Thomas Phipps to George Walton 
(lots 303,304,305,306,307)

George Walton to Joseph Day (west part)

Joseph Day to Theodore Atkinson (west part)

George Walton to Theodore Atkinson (east part)

8:279

49:281

49:269

82:93

89:509

Probate 
o.s. 6384

163:311

154:178

163:312

397:350

45:164

126:42

8:279

23:25

86:526

102:214

105:201
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1797-3-6 Thom as  Sparhaw k  (Atkinson heir)  to  William S ta v e rs  144:346

1822-8-19 William S ta v e r s  to  C h a r l e s  S ta v e r s  & Mary (S tavers )Robinson  234:301

1823-3-24 C h a r l e s  S ta v e rs  to  Shadrach  Robinson  236:319

1823-11-12 S had rach  Robinson to  Thom as  D. <3c Danie l  Bailey  266:535

1835-6-4 Danie l  Bailey to  Thom as  Bailey  276:320

1870-5-21 Bai ley hei rs  to  John  S tocke l l  429:330

304 C o u r t  S t r e e t ,  c u r r e n t ly  t h e  y a rd  b e t w e e n  th e  Aldr ich
M em or ia l  and Mrs.  P a t c h ' s  house.

1765-10-31 G e o rg e  Wal ton  to John  Hooper

1800-3-6 John Hooper  to  Sam ue l  Hooper

1834-10-2 Abigail  O sborne  to  Mugr idge (?)

1837-6-10 Samuel Mugr idge to  Sam ue l  C la rk

1838-11-14 S am ue l  C la rk  t o  John Ride r

84:318

135:45

275:50

285:371

293:003

305 J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  oppos i te  Whidden P lace .

1779-3-3 G eo rg e  Walton to  John A b b o t t

1792-1-2 John A b b o t t  to  William Shea fe  (m or tgage)

1794-7-8 William S hea fe  to  E l izabe th  A b b o t t

1796-4-25 E l i z a b e th  A b b o t t  to G eo rge  O sborne

1798-1-2 J a m e s  Day to  G eo rge  O sborne  (addit ion  to  lot)

1799-3-7 G eo rg e  Osborn  to  Daniel  Waldron

1804-5-30 Danie l  Waldron to  John Rider

1816-6-24 John R id e r  to  G eorge  Fishley

1853-9-1 G e o rg e  Fishley  to  John  C.  Corne l ius

1871-2-8 Corne l ius  e s t a t e  to  J a m e s  P a r r

306 C o u r t  S t r e e t ,  c u r r e n t ly  s i t e  of  Mrs. P a t c h ' s  house.

1744-1-5 G eo rg e  Wal ton  to John  El iot

1744-3-17 John  El io t  to A brah am  Crusey  (wes t  half)

110:351 

135:44 

136:467 

148:327 

148:328 

152:13 

170:130 

212:195 

356:224 

431:330

29:329

31:109
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1764-11-13 John Eliot to  Daniel Leighton 76:99

1766-4-29 Daniel Leighton to  Joseph Day 89:326

1766-8-4 John Hooper to  Joseph Day (strip for common passage) 86:524

1816-8-12 Dorcus Day to  Anthony Langford 218:104
(mortgage) (east half)

1825-10 Anthony Lnagford to  James Day 246:330

1829-1-29 James Day to  Mary Rider

1837-7-3 Mary Rider to  John Rider 293:2

307 Comer of Court and Washington Streets, currently site  of
Chase House.

1762-11-23 George Walton to  John Underwood 65:412

1766-8-28 John Underwood to Barlow Trecothick and John Thomlinson 89:419

1799-12-5 Trecothick estate to  Stephen Chase 154:408

Parcel 4 Bounded by Puddle Lane, Horse Lane, Jefferson
Street and Marcy Street.

401 Comer Jefferson and Water, currently site  of Jefferson
Kouse.

1691-12-18 Richard and Mary Martin to  Samuel and Mary Rymes 5:157

1697-1-8 Samuel and Mary Rymes to  Nathaniel Ayers 6:149

1700-6-6 Nathaniel Ayers to  George Jaffrey 6:241

1706-8-21 George Jaffrey to  Nathaniel Ayers 5:161

1706-8-22 Nathaniel Ayers to  Richard W.lhird 5:157

402 Marcy Street, just south of 401.

1694-11-10 Samuel Penhallow to  Edward Ayers

1725-6-7 Edward Ayers estate to  John Ayers

1762-4-3 John Ayers to  Daniel Warner

13:92

26:544

66:398

403 Marcy Street, between 402 and 404.
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1695-10-7 Samuel Penhallow to  Nathaniel Ayers

1700-6-13 Nathaniel Ayers to  Edward Ayers (joins lo t  402)

404

1702-12-18

1705-6-8

1739-3-1

1771-7-6 ...

1781-2-6

1783-8-4

1785-8-6

1787-7-11

1788-2-13

Comer Marcy Street and Puddle Lane. 

Samuel Penhallow to  Samuel Hill 

Sanuel Hill to  George Marshall 

Division among Marshall heirs 

George Marshall to  George Marshall/ Jr. 

George Marshall to  Daniel Tilton 

George Marshall estate to  John Donaldson 

John Donaldson to A lexande r  Ewen 

Alexander Ewen to Mark Lord 

Mark Lord to  Joseph Clark

405

1695-7-24 

1699-10-3 

1727

Southeast com er of Jefferson and Horse Lane, currently 
site  of Joshua Ja ckson house.

Samuel Wentworth to  Nathaniel Jackson (south part) 

Samuel Wentworth to Nathaniel Jackson (north part) 

Nathaniel Jackson estate to  Joshua Jackson (inheritance)

1728-1-4 Joshua Jackson to Joseph Sherburne
(a small piece goes to  407)

1751 Joshua Jackson to  Jeremiah Wheelwright
(strip of land along northern boundary)

1758 Joshua Jackson estate to  Joshua Jackson,Jr.

1763 Joshua Jackson, Jr. estate to  John Seward
(piece in N.W. com er of garden)

1766-5-3 Joshua Jackson estate to  Nathaniel Jackson
(part o f land and house)

1769-5-1 Nathaniel Jackson to  Nathaniel Adams estate

1782—9—14 John Parker (Nathaniel Adams estate) to  Samuel Jackson

6:94

9:710

26:471 

26:472 

26:474 

96:365 

113:227 

1 19:260 

120:216 

123:72 

123:197

6:87

6:279

7:467
7:471

39:469

51:516

20:416
20:454

22:4

Probate
7:457

90:166

99:17

130:312
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1795-1-14

1797-5-19

1800-10-10

1800-10

1805-4-9

1805-9-6

1806-12-1 

1809-9-2

1813-1-5

I 814-3-15

1814-10-25

1815-4-10 

1848-8-3

1858-7-1

406

1693-5-18

1699-7-2

7

p

1736-12-27

7

1783-9-17

1792-11-5

1793-7-2

1794-6-30

1795-6-4

John Seward to  Nathaniel Jackson 153:334

Nathaniel Jackson to  Portsmouth 147:498
(strip for public street -  Jefferson Street)

Nathaniel Jackson to  Samuel Jackson 156:360

Samuel Jackson to  William Dennett 156:361

William Dennett to  Woodbury Tucker 171:99

Woodbury Tucker to  Joseph Sherburne Ayers 174:425

Woodbury Tucker estate to  Mark Simes 178:17

Mark Simes to  Thomas E. Oliver 187:267
(small parcel on Jefferson Street)

Thomas E. Oliver to  Francis Dupray 202:15

Francis Dupray to Thomas E. Oliver 248:375

Mark Simes to  Bartholemew Bard. 205:276
(small parcel in N.W. comer)

Mark Simes to  James Clinton 207:17

Moses and Mary Ricker (Clinton heirs) to  James Goodwin 380:303

James W. Goodwin to  Bartholemew BarrL 380:304

Puddle Lane, currently site  of DrLsco House.

Samuel Penhallow to  Job Alcock 7:85

Samuel Rymes to  John Hatch (wharf next to  Alcock) 8:44

Job Alcock to  William Knight (part o f lot) 22:471

Job Alcock to  Robert Walker (rest o f lot) 22:471

Abigail James <k Sarah Walker (heirs) to  John Moffit (part) 22:471

Heirs of William Knight to  John Moffatt (part) 119:115

John Moffatt to  William Knight (whole) 119:115

William Knight to Deborah Carter 136:1

Deborah (Carter) Clark to  John Marshall 136:2
(part o f wharf)

Deborah Clark to  John Shapley 140:75

John Shapley to  Lydia, Sally, & Katherine Shapley 140:76
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1800-3-7 John Shapley  to  James Drisco 155:37

1800-3-25 James Drisco to  James Drisco,Jr. 155:181

1828-9-18 Joshua H. Drisco to  Abraham Shaw 255:243

1833-2-14 Joshua H. Drisco to  Samuel Hale 269:69

1835-1-31 Samuel Hale to  Joshua H. Drisco 274:278

1878-6-1 James E. Drisco to  Benjamin W. Curtis 467:294

407 Comer of Horse Lane and Puddle Lane, currently site  of 
Sherburne House.

1695-2-12 Samuel and Mary Penha l low  to  John Sherburne 6:72

1697-7-14 Nathaniel Aires to  John Sherburne 7:396

1704 Mary Sherburne to Joseph Sherburne 7:44
7:45

1745 Mary Sherburne to Joseph Sherburne, Jr. 29:478

1759 Sherburne estate to  Nathaniel Sherburne Probate
21:214

1826-12-1 John N. Sherburne (heir) to  Hiram M. Ralph 247:314

1826-12-1 Hiram Ralph to  John Sherburne (mortgage deed) 247:325

1835-6-16 Hiram Ralph estate to  John M. Waldron (mortgage) 277:379

1835-8-1 Eunice Ralph to  Isaac Waldron (mortgage) 278-86

1847-7-28 John N. Sherburne to  James and Eunice (Ralph) 
Goodwin (mortgage release) 326:272

Parcel 5 Bounded by Jefferson Street, Horse Lane, Puddle
Lane and Mast Street.

501 Comer Jefferson Street and Horse  Lane, Marshall
House site.

1693-12-28  Samuel C u t t  to  Samuel Penhallow

1694-1-23  Samuel Penhallow to  Samuel Wentworth

1699 Samuel Wentworth to Edward Toogood

6:40

16:465

6:192
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1737 Hannah Toogood to  Samuel Marshall 23:54

1816 Elizabeth Waters (Marshall heir) to  Phoebe Whitehouse Probate
and Rachel Cook 7712

1817-6-18 William and Phoebe Savage to  Charles Blunt (west half) 213:279

1823-7-18 Rachel Holliday to  John Blunt (east half ) 238:250

1824-5-26 Leighton to  John Blunt (west half) 242:19

1835 John Blunt to John Hodgkins (east half) 288:51

1837-1 1-9 John Blunt to John Hodgkins (west half) 294:153

1838-4-18 Richard Hart to  Thomas Martin e t  aL (south portion) 302:369

1839-3-22 John Hodgkins to  John Knowlton (east half) 295:125

1840-2-19 John Hodgkins to  John Knowlton (west half) 297:179

1841-10-14 John Knowlton to  Nanthaniel Manson 305:359
(both east and west halves)

1844-10-11 Thomas Martin e t  a l to  Joseph Edmonds (south portion) 315:406

502

1696

1710-10-18

1717-11-25

1722-5-21

1736-11-20

1804

1805 

1814

1814-10-25

1814

1814-11-8

1815-2-8

Comer Horse Lane and Puddle Lane, currently site  
of Lowd house.

Samuel Penhallow to  Edward C a rw i th y  9:634

Edward Carwithy to  John Knight 9:634

John Knight to  John Haig 9:636

John Haig to  Joseph Jackson 12:508

Joseph Jackson to  Samuel Marshall 27:249

Thomas Jackson (Marshall, heir) to  Edward Toppan, e t  a l 178:137 

Edward Toppan , e t  al, to  James Drisco 182:44

James Drisco to Izette Shaw

Izette Shaw to  Samuel Femald 205:271

Deborah Shackford (Marshall heir) to  Thomas Safford 204:8
(wharf)

Samuel Femald to  Benj. Simpson and George Lang 205:272

Benj. Simpson & George Lang to Thomas Manning 205:306
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1821-6-8 Thomas Manning estate to  Pierrepont

1824-4-10 Pierrepont to  Peter Lowd

1840 Thomas Safford to  Benjamin Nason (wharf)

503 Jefcerson Street, formerly site  o f Toogood house.

1694-5-8 Samuel Cutt to  Edward Toogood

1695-12-31 Samuel Cutt to  Edward Toogood

1737-6-6 Toogood estate to  Mary Cotton (heir)

1760-11-6 William Cotton to John Nelson

1774 John Nelson to  Lewis Deblois
(Nelson's widow's dower intact)

1793-2-8 Lewis Deblois to  Jacob Sheafe
(Nelson's widow's dower intact)

1796-1-29 Jacob Sheafe to  Benjamin G. Carter

1802-9-28 Benjamin G. Carter to George Ham

1814-5-2 George Ham to  Thomas Moulton

504

1797-12-27

1801-8-15

1801-1-5

1859-11-29

Puddle Lane, s i t e  currently vacant between Lowd 
House and Dins mare Blacksmith Shop.

(originally part of 503)

Benja min G. Carter to  David Lowd

David Lowd to Martin Parry

Martin Parry to  Charles Harrat

Harrat heirs to  John Cornelius

505 Comer of Jefferson Street and Mast Street,
currently site  o f Marden House.

1695-2-9 Samuel Cutt to  Samuel Hill

1719-4-28 Samuel Hill to  Benjamins Mary (Hill) Welch

1719-4-29 Benjamin Welch to Abraham Bennick

Probate
10262

243:26

297:179

4:39

4:44

Probate
14:215

61:297

134:42

134:42

147:479

161:458

205:23

147:479

160:45

161:120

383:101
392:110

9:531

61:362

61:362
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1722-12-5" Abraham Bennick to  James Marden

1779-7-2 John Marden to  Thomas Currier (east half)

1792-3-12 Sarah Currier to  James Marden (east half)

1821-9-11 James Marden estate to  heirs
Love and Abigail Marden

506 Mast Street, just south of Marden House.

1723 Samuel Hill estate to  daughter Hannah Moore

1761-2-13 Jonathan Moore (heir) to  William Peame

(property joins 507)

1772-1-30 Jonathan Moore to William Peame
(series of deeds confirming transfer to Peame)

61:363

113:231

133:373

Probate
10342

Maine Probate 
3:98

63:518

103:2-6

507 Comer of Mast Street and Puddle Lane, currently 
site  of Dins more hlacksmith shop.

1723 Samuel Hill estate to  son John Hill Maine Probate
3:98

1762-8-24 William & Phoebe (Hill) Peame to  Joseph Lowe 67:277

1762-8-28 Joseph Lowe to  William Peame (mortgage) 67:278

1765-4-18 William Peame to  John Sherburne (mortgage) 103:87

1769-6-30 John Sherburne to  William Peame (mortgage release) 103:88

1797-6-30 William Peame estate to  Joseph Lowe 146:97

1799-2-7 Joseph Lowe to  Sameul Curtis 152:43

1799-2-8 Samuel Curtis to  Joseph Lowe (mortgage) 158:420

1801-12-3 Joseph Lowe to  John Pitman (wharf lot) 162:2

1802-10-15 Samuel Curtis to  Joseph Lowe 162:394

1802-10-28 Joseph Lowe to  FTlias Libby 161:467

Parcel 6 Bounded by Jefferson Street, Mast Street, Puddle 
Lane and Atkinson Street.
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1695-2-9 Samuel Cutt to  Samuel HUl
(ail o f parcel 6 and part o f parcel 5)

9:531

601 Comer of Jefferson and Mast Streets, currently 
site  o f Winn House.

1723 Samuel Hill to  daughter Ahigail Hill Maine Probate
3:98

1723-5-1 Ebenezer and Ahigail (Hill) Dennett to  
Benjamin Rackley

17:26

1748-11-8 Rackley heirs to  Benjamin Parker (joins 604 until 1794) 38:40

1794-3-1 Supply Clapp to  Thales G. Yeaton 138:159

1794-3-14 Thales G. Yeaton to  Timothy Winn 140:264

1798-12-1 Timothy Winn to  Elizabeth DurreH 152:324

1799-4-24 Timothy Winn to  Elizabeth DurreH 
(adds strip of land to  the south)

152:325

1801-11-13 Timothy Winn to  Elizabeth (Durrell) Hilton 
(c o n fir m s  e a r l ie r  c o n v e y a n c e )

173:101

1805-11-4 Nathaniel and Elizabeth Hilton to  Joseph Hilton 172:189

1805-11-4 Joseph Hilton to  Nathaniel Hilton 173:104

1813-7-27 Nathaniel Hilton to  Thomas Chandler 201-337

1814-8-24 Elizabeth Hilton to  Joseph Hilton 206:136

1834-2-15 John and Abigail Hilton to  Elizabeth Vennard 
(west half o f house and land)

274:187

1868-6-9 John L. Vennard to  John Buckley (west half) 419:242

602 Mast Street, currently site  o f Yeaton-Walsh house.

1722-3-20 Samuel Hill to  daughter Sarah Hill 16:27

1727-10-28 Joseph & Sarah (Hill) Fogg to  Benjamin Parker 102:394

1763-7-18 Thomas Parker to  John Barrett (joins 604 until 1803) 71:56

1803-10-31 Thales G. Yeaton to  Joseph Smith 166:198

1803-10-31 Joseph Smith to  Thales G. Yeaton (mortgage) 166:200

1805-1-3 Thomas G. Yeaton to  Thomas D. Cutts 168:412

1807-1-8 Thomas D. & Richard Cutts to  Joseph Harrold 178:85
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1811-6-18 Joseph Harrald to Joseph Low & Phoebe P eam e

1848 Sarah Lowe to  Leonard Cotton (2/3 part)

1848-6-29 Elizabeth Lowe to  Leonard Cotton 
(quit claim of dower right)

1849-4-22 Anna T. Lowe to  Leonard Cotton (1/3 part)

603

1719-8-8

1805-4-20

1806-4-7 

1813-8-28 

1813-2-15 

1815

1833-1-21

1838-8-14

1870-9-19

Comer Mast Street and Puddle Lane, formerly site  
of Marden Mast Yard.

Samuel Hill, Jr. to  Nathaniel Mendum

Estate of Eleanor Shackford (daughter of Nathaniel 
Mendum) to  James Dennett

James Dennett to  Nathaniel Hilton

Nathaniel Hilton estate to  Joseph Lowe (15* strip)

Nathaniel. Hilton to  James Sheafe (all but 15' strip)

Joseph Lowe to  Elisha W hidden

Elisha Whidden to Sarah Grant

John Lowe to  Sarah Grant

Sarah Grant estate to  Charles Robinson

604

1721-9-6

1727-8-11

1763-7-18

1785-11-10

1790-6-16

1794-3-1

1804-10-13

1813-6-13

1814-6-10

Comer of Jefferson & Atkinson Streets, currently 
sitp> of Yeaton house.

Samuel Hill to  son Joseph Hill

Joseph and Benjamin Hill to  Benjamin Parker

Thomas Parker to  John Barrett

John Barrett to  David Sears and Christopher Gore

David Sears & Christopher Gore to  Supply Clapp

Supply Clapp to  Thales G. Yeaton

Thales G. Yeaton to  Andrew W. Bell

Andrew W. Bell to  Thomas Folsom

Thomas Folsom to Joseph Amazeen

1 9 3 : 3 9 3

337:179

337:128

335:157

170:207

175:23

203:204

198:483

208:56

269:23

291:163

431:103

15:420

15:422

71:56

119:374

132:429

138:159

169:83

202:194

204:172
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1838-10-6 Nathaniel Folsom & Thomas Femald to  William
Hsley (Amazeen estate)

1863-5-8 William HsLey to  Patrick Hennessey

605

1723

Atkinson Street, just south of Yeaton house. 

Samuel Hill to  son John HUL Maine

1762-4-30 John Hill estate to  David Griffith

1795-2-3 Samuel Griffith to  Daniel Blasdell

1817-8-2 Daniel Blasdell to  Abner Blasdell

606

1721-9-6 

1727-8-1 1

1792

1838-7-30

1838-7-24

1850-11-9

Comer of Atkinson Street and Puddle Lane.

Samuel Hill to  son JoseDh Hill

Joseph & Benjamin Hill to  Benjamin Parker 
(joins 604 until 1792)

Supply Clapp to John Lang

John Lang to  Samuel Trickey (2/3 part)

Olive Emmons to  John Lang, Jr.
(her interest in estate of her father, John Lang, Sr.)

Olive Emmons to  Ann Johnson 
(part of estate o f her father)

Parcel 7 

701

1699-1-4

1709-5—4

1724-1-20

1726-8-5

1765-2-12

1765-2-21

Bounded by Jefferson Street, W hidden Place,
Atkinson Street, and the Puddle Dock field.

Comer of Jefferson & Atkinson, currently site  of 
herb garden and Cotton Tenant houses.

Nicholas Follett to  Nicholas Follett, Jr.

Nicholas Follett, Jr. to  Thomas Pickering

James and Ahigail (Pickering) Seavey to  James Leach

Samuel and Mehitable (Pickering) Weeks to  James Leach

Phoebe (Leach) Kennedy to Samuel Dyer

Benjamin Parker to Gregory Purcell

2 9 0 : 4 0 2

397:377

Probate
3:98

66:428

138:388

214:527

15:420

15:422

142:278

292:158

292:158

343:45

7:335

7:336

14:126

15:184

75:537

75:541
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1771-6-6 Gregory Purcell to  Neal McIntyre 90:386

1771-6-6 Neal McIntyre to  Gregory Purcell 90:387

1778-12-25 Sarah Purcell to  Jonathan Freese & Stephen Weeks 110:346

1793-1-21 Sarah Dow to George & Joseph Freese 134:349

1793-5-14 George Freese to  Samuel Hutchings 135:78

1793-6-28 Joseph Freese to  Samuel Hutchings 135:79

1828-5-1 Samuel Hutchings, Jr. to  Eliza J.B. Lewis 274:048

1834-10-15 Jacob & Eliza Lewis to  Leonard Cotton 275:88

702 Foot of Atkinson, currently site  of Jones House.

1695-6-5 Samuel Cutt to Nicholas Follett 6:84

1722-4-5 Benjamin Follett to  Jonathan Salter 12:430

1729-10-6 Jonathan Salter to  Samuel Weeks 16:530

1730-2-20 Samuel Weeks to  Charles Apthorp 19:400

1740-2-12 Charles Aptharo to  Theodore Atkinson 77:5

1796-6-17 George K. Sparhawk (Atkinson estate) to  Joshua Jones 145:528

703 Jefferson Street, currently site of Dr. John Jackson 
house.

(part of 702 until 1795)

1795-6-11 Susanna Atkinson to  John Jacksen 142:288

704 W hidden Place, currently site  o f orchard and boat shop.

1696-11-7 Samuel Cutt to  Thomas Packer 4:81

1700-3-1 John Hill to  Thomas Packer (addition) 5:129

1723-12-23 Thomas Packer heirs to  Thomas Packer, Jr. Probate
10:329

1788-8-4 Thomas ) acker to  Hall Jackson 137:19

1794-3-12 Hall Jackson to heirs of Thomas Packer 136:270
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Parcel 8 

801

1779-5-5

1809-1-10

1864-1-18

802

1697-5-3

1698-4-4

1736-2-26

1737-11-22 

1780

803

1778-8-3

1791-9-6

1795-5-15

804

1778-8-7

1779-1-8  

1779-8-11  

1783-3-22

Bounded by Jefferson Street, Washington Street,
Whidden Place and the Puddle Dock field.

Comer of Jefferson Street and Whidden Place, currently 
site  of Rider-Wood house.

(part of 802 until 1779)

George Walton to  Samuel Jackson

Henry Jackson to  John Rider

Mary Rider estate to  James Wood

W hidden Place, west side.

Samuel Cutt to John Hill

Samuel Cutt to  John Hill

John & Elisha Hill to  George Walton

George Walton to John & Elisha HU1 (strip of land)

George Walton to Portsmouth

Comer of Jefferson and Washington Streets, currently 
site  o f Conant house.

(part of 802 until 1778)

George Walton to  Temperance Walton

Temperance Walton to  William Ham

William Ham to  Joseph Brown

Washington Street, currently a picnic area, just 
south of Conant house.

(part of 802 until 1778)

George Walton to  Samuel Hutchings

George Walton to Sameul Hutchings

George Walton to  Samuel Hutchings

Samuel Hitchings to  Portsmouth (strip o f land)

129:534 

185:37 

529:1 12

6:127

7:84

22:380

23:51

110:462

129:535

140:266

110:165

111:35

111:380

134:118



S E L E C T  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

PRIMARY MATERIAL

P u b  1 i s h e d  W o r k s

A l d r i c h ,  T h o m a s  B a i l e y .  An O l d  T ow n b y  t h e  S e a .
B o s t o n :  H o u g h t o n  M i f f l i n  C o . ,  1 8 8 3 ,  1 8 9 3 .

 . T h e  W r i t i n g s  o f  T h o m a s  B a i l e y  A l d r i c h .  V o l .  8 :
F r o m  P o n k a p o g  t o  P e s t h ,  a n d  An O l d  T o w n  b y  t h e  S e a .  
B o s t o n  a n d  N e w Y o r k :  H o u g h t o n  M i f f l i n ,  1 9 1 1 .

 . T h e  W r i t i n g s  o f  T h o m a s  B a i l e y  A l d r i c h .  V o l .  4 :
P r u d e n c e  P a l f r e y  a n d  a  R i v e r m o u t h  R o m a n c e .  B o s t o n  
a n d  Ne w Y o r k :  H o u g h t o n  M i f f l i n ,  1 9 1 1 .

 . T h e  W r i t i n g s  o f  T h o m a s  B a i l e y  A l d r i c h .  V o l .  7 :
T h e  S t o r y  o f  a  B a d  B o y ,  T h e  L i t t l e  V i o l i n i s t ,  a n d  
o t h e r  S k e t c h e s .  B o s t o n  a n d  Ne w Y o r k :  H o u g h t o n
M i f f l i n ,  1 9 1 1 .

B i r k e t ,  J a m e s . S o m e  C u r s o r y  R e m a r k s  m a d e  b y  d a m e s  B i r k e t  
i n  h i s  V o y a g e  t o  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  1 7 5 0 .  Ne w H a v e n :
Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 6 .

B o u t o n ,  N a t h a n i e l ,  e t  a l . ,  e d s .  D o c u m e n t s  a n d  P a p e r s  
R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  Ne w H a m p s h i r e ,  162  3 -  
1 8 0 0  [ P r o v i n c i a l  a n d  S t a t e  P a p e r s ] .  4 0 v o l s .

C o n c o r d ,  N . H . :  S t a t e  o f  Ne w H a m p s h i r e ,  1 9 0 4 - 2 2 .

B r e w s t e r ,  C h a r l e s  W.  R a m b l e s  A b o u t  P o r t s m o u t h .  2 v o l s .
2 n d  e d .  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N .  H . : N e w  H a m p s h i r e
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 1 .

B r i s s o t  d e  W a r v i l l e ,  J a c q u e s  P i e r r e .  N e w  T r a v e l s  i n
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  1 7 8 8 .  T r a n s l a t e d  b y  

M a r a  S o c e a n u  V a m o s  a n d  D u r a n d  E s c h e v e r r i a .  E d i t e d  
b y  D u r a n d  E s c h e v e r r i a .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  B e l k n a p
P r e s s  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 .

D w i g h t ,  T i m o t h y .  T r a v e l s  i n  N e w E n g l a n d  a n d  Ne w Y o r k .
4 v o l s .  E d i t e d  b y  B a r b a r a  M i l l e r  S o l o m a n .  C a m b r i d g e ,  
M a s s . :  B e l k n a p  P r e s s  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 9 .

F o s t e r ,  S a r a h  H a v e n .  T h e  P o r t s m o u t h  G u i d e  B o o k .
P o r t s m o u t h :  3 .  H.  F o s t e r ,  1 8 8 4  [ c  1 8 7 6 ] .
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H e a d s  o f  F a m i l i e s ,  C e n s u s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t a k e n  
i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 9 0 ,  Ne w H a m p s h i r e .  B a l t i m o r e :  

G e n e a o 1o g i c a 1 P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 6 .

L a w s  o f  N ew  H a m p s h i r e .  C o n c o r d ,  N . H .  E v a n s  P r i n t i n g  
C o . ,  19 1 7 .

M i r a n d a ,  F r a n c i s c o  d e .  T h e  N ew  D e m o c r a c y  i n  A m e r i c a ;  
T r a v e l s  o f  F r a n c i s c o  d e  M i r a n d a  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  1 7 8 3 - 8 4 .  T r a n s l a t e d  b y  J u d s o n  P .  Wo o d .  
E d i t e d  b y  J o h n  S .  E z e l l .  N o r m a n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
O k l a h o m a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 .

Ne w H a m p s h i r e  G a z e t t e ,  1 7 6 3 - 1 8 1 6 .

O r a c l e  o f  t h e  D a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1 7 9 6 .

S a r g e n t ,  W i l l i  a m M . e  d . Ma i n e  W i l l s ,  1 6 4 0 - 1 7 6 0 .  
P o r t l a n d :  B r o w n  T h u r s t o n  & C o . ,  1 8 8 7 .

S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t  
t h e  T e n t h  C e n s u s .  W a s h i n g t o n :  G o v e r n m e n t
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 8 8 3 .

P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  Town D i r e c t o r i e s ,  I S 2 I , 1 8 3 9 ,  1 8 5 0 .

U n p u b  1 i s h e d

B o s t o n ,  M a s s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
N e w E n g l a n d  A n t i q u i t i e s .  C o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  
J o h n  H i l l  a n d  E d w a r d  S k a t e ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1 6 9 8 .

C o n c o r d ,  N . H .  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
C o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  J o h n  H i l l  a n d  E d w a r d  T o o g o o d  
a n d  S a m u e l  H i l l ,  M a r c h  1 5 ,  1 6 9 8 .

C o n c o r d ,  N . H .  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
A P l a n  o f  P i s c a t a q u a  H a r b o r ,  t h e  T o w n  o f  P o r t s 
m o u t h ,  e t c .  S u r v e y e d  a n d  d r a w n  b y  J a m e s  G r a n t ,
I 771  .

C o n c o r d ,  N . H .  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
A r c h i v e s  C e n t e r .  P r o v i n c i a l  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s .

C o n c o r d ,  N . H .  N e w H a m p s h i r e  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
A r c h i v e s  C e n t e r .  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u r t  R e c o r d s .

E x e t e r ,  N . H .  R o c k i n g h a m  C o u n t y  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s .

E x e t e r ,  N . H .  R o c k i n g h a m  C o u n t y  D e e d s .

H i s t o r i c  A m e r i c a n  B u i l d i n g s  S u r v e y ,  N H - 7 .

P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  P o r t s m o u t h  A t h e n a e u m .  Ne w H a m p s h i r e
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F i r e  a n d  M a r i n e  I n u s r a n c e  C o m p a n y  R e c o r d s .

P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  P o r t s m o u t h  A t h e n a e u m .  P e t i t i o n
o f  t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  P o r t s m o u t h  A q u a d u c t ,  
N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 7 9 7 .

P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  Tow n R e c o r d s .  I n  m a n u s c r i p t  a t  
P o r t s m o u t h  C i t y  H a l l ;  V o l s .  1 - 4  i n  t y p e s c r i p t  
a t  P o r t s m o u t h  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .

P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  ] a r r . e s  E .  W h a l l e y  M a s o n i c  L i b r a r y .
M i n u t e s  o f  S t .  ' J o h n ' s  L o d g e .

SECONDARY MATERIAL

P u b  I i  s h e d  W o r k s

A d a m s ,  N a t h a n i e l .  A n n a l s  o f  P o r t s m o u t h .  P o r t s m o u t h ,  
N . H . :  t h e  a u t h o r ,  1 8 2 5 .

A l d e n ,  T i m o t h y .  T h e  G l o r y  o f  A m e r i c a ,  A C e n t u r y
S e r m o n .  P o r t s m o u t h :  W i l l i a m  T r e a d w e l l  & C o . ,
1 8 0 1 .

A n d e r s o n ,  T h e o d o r e  R . , a n d  Z e l d e t c h ,  M o r r i s ,  J r .  A 
B a s i c  C o u r s e  i n  S t a t i s t i c s .  Ne w Y o r k :  H o l t ,
R i n e h a r t  a n d  W i n s t o n ,  1 9 5 8 ,  1 9 6 8 .

B a i l y n ,  B e r n a r d .  T h e  N e w E n g l a n ' d  M e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e
S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  H a r v a r d
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 5 .

B a n k s ,  C h a r l e s  E d w a r d .  H i s t o r y  o f  Y o r k ,  M a i n e .
B o s t o n :  1 9 3 1 - 1 9 3 5  ; r e p r i n t  e d . , B a l t i m o r e :
R e g i o n a l  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 7 .

B e l k n a p ,  J e r e m y .  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  N e w  H a m p s h i r e .
3 v o l s .  2 n d  e d .  D o v e r ,  N . H . :  O .  C r o s b y  a n d
J . V a r n e y , 1 8 1 2 .

B r e w s t e r ,  C h a r l e s  W.  R a m b l e s  A b o u t  P o r t s m o u t h .
2 v o l s .  2 n d .  e d .  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . :  L e w i s  W.  
B r e w s t e r ,  18 7 3 ;  f a c i s m i l e ,  S o m e r s w o r t h ,  N . H . :
Ne w H a m p s h i r e  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 1 .

C l a r k ,  C h a r l e s  E .  T h e  E a s t e r n  F r o n t i e r .  Ne w Y o r k :  
K n o p f  , 1 9 7 0 .

C u m m i n g s ,  A b b o t t  L o w e l l .  T h e  F r a m e d  H o u s e s  o f
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B a y ,  1 6 2 5 - 1 7 2 5 .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  
T h e  B e l k n a p  P r e s s  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
I 9 7 9 .
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[ G a r v i n ,  J a m e s  L . ]  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,
N e w . H a m p s h i r e :  O f f i c i a l  G u i d e b o o k .  P o r t s m o u t h :
S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 1 .

G u r n e y ,  C a l e b  S .  P o r t s m o u t h  H i s t o r i c  a n d  P i c t u r e s q u e .  
P o r t s m o u t h :  C . S .  G u r n e y ,  1 9 0 2 .

H a r t ,  D a v i d  M.  "H ow  t o  D a t e  a  H o u s e . "  Y a n k e e  M a g a z i n e  
( J u l y  a n d  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  R e p r i n t ,  B o s t o n :
S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Ne w E n g l a n d  
An t  i q u  i t  i e s , n . d .

H e r s h b e r g ,  T h e o d o r e .  " T h e  N ew  U r b a n  H i s t o r y ;  T o w a r d  
a n  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C i t y . "
J o u r n a l  o f  U r b a n  H i s t o r y  5 ( N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 8 ) :
3 - 4 0 .

H o s m e r ,  C h a r l e s  B . ,  J r .  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o m e s  o f  A g e .
2 v o l s .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f
V i r g i n i a ,  1 9 8 1 .

H u b b a r d ,  W i l l i a m ,  R e v .  " A g e n e r a l  H i s o t r y  o f  Ne w 
E n g l a n d  f r o m  t h e  D i s c o v e r y  t o  1 6 8 0 . "  I n  t h e  
C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  S e r .  2 ,  V o l s .  5 a n d  6 .  B o s t o n :
L i t t l e ,  B r o w n ,  1 8 4 8 .

J a c k s o n ,  J o h n  B r i n c k e r h o f f . N e c e s s i t y  f o r  R u i n s .
A m h e r s t :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  P r e s s ,
1 9 8 0 .

J o h n s t o n ,  R .  J .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  U r b a n  S y s t e m ;  a  G e o g r a p h 
i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e .  N e w Y o r k :  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,
1 9 8 2 .

J o h n s t o n ,  R .  J .  S p a t i a l  S t r u c t u r e s .  N e w  Y o r k :
S t . M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 .

M c K e e ,  H a r l e y  J .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  E a r l y  A m e r i c a n
M a s o n r y .  W a s h i n g t o n :  N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c
P r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 3 .

M o r r i s o n ,  H u g h .  E a r l y  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e .  N e w Y o r k :  
O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 .

N o y e s ,  S y b i l ;  L i b b y ,  C h a r l e s  T h o r n t o n ;  a n d  D a v i s ,
W a l t e r  G o o d w i n .  G e n e a o 1o g i c a 1 D i c t i o n a r y  o f  
M a i n e  a n d  N e w  H a m p s h i r e .  P o r t l a n d ,  M a i n e :  T h e
S o m e r s w o r t h - A n t h o e n s e n  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 9 .

O x f o r d  E n g l i s h  D i c t i o n a r y .  O x f o r d :  T h e  C l a r e n d o n
P r e s s ,  1 9 3 3 .

P a g e ,  E d w i n  L .  J u d i c i a l  B e g i n n i n g s  o f  Mew H a m p s h i r e ,
I 6 4 0 - 1 ’7 0 0 .  C o n c o r d ,  N . H . :  N e w H s m p s h i r e  H i s t o r i c a l
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S o c  i e t y , I 9 5 9 .

P e n d e r y ,  S t e v e n  R ,  " U r b a n  P r o c e s s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,
Ne w H a m p s h i r e :  a n  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e . "
I n  N e w E n g l a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  A r c h a e o l o g y .  E d i t e d  
b y  P e t e r  B e n e s . B o s t o n :  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,
1 9 7 7 .

S a l t o n s t a l l ,  W i l l i a m  G.  P o r t s  o f  P i s c a t a q u a .  C a m b r i d g e ,  
M a s s . :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 1 .  R e p r i n t
e d . ,  Ne w Y o r k :  R u s s e l l  a n d  R u s s e l l ,  1 9 6 8 .

S c h l e r e t h ,  T h o m a s  J .  A r t i f a c t s  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P a s t .  
N a s h v i l l :  T h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  a n d
L o c a l  H i s t o r y ,  1 9 8 1 .

S c h l e r e t h ,  T h o m a s  J .  " T h e  C i t y  a s  A r t i f a c t . "  A m e r i c a n
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s l e t t e r  15 ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 7 ) :  
6 - 7 , 9 .

S t a c k p o l e ,  E v e r e t t  S .  H i s t o r y  o f  Ne w H a m p s h i r e .  4 v o l s .  
N e w Y o r k :  T h e  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  1 9 1 6 .

S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c .  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  a  H i s t o r i c
W a t e r f r o n t  N e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  Ne w H a m p 
s h i r e :  O f f i c i a l  G u i d e b o o k .  P o r t s m o u t h :  S t r a w 
b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c .  1 9 8 2 .

T h e  S u r v e y  o f  L o n d o n  b y  J o h n  S t o w e ,  C i t i z e n  o f  L o n d o n .  
L o n d o n :  [ 1 5 9 8 ] ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  N e w Y o r k :  E . P .
Du t t o n  <5c Co  . , n . d .

T o p p a n ,  R o b e r t  N.  a n d  G o o d r i c k ,  T h o m a s  S . ,  e d s .
E d w a r d  R a n d o l p h .  B o s t o n :  1 8 9 8 - 1 9 0 9 .  C i t e d  b y
B e r n a r d  B a i l y n ,  T h e  Ne w E n g l a n d  M e r c h a n t s  o f  t h e  
S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  H a r v a r d
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 5 .

V a n  D e v e n t e r ,  D a v i d  E .  T h e  E m e r g e n c e  o f  P r o v i n c i a l
N e w H a m p s h i r e ,  1 6 2 3 - 1 7 4 1 .  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  L o n d o n :
T h e  J o h n s  H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 .

V a r r e l l ,  W i l l i a m  M.  S u m n e r  b y - t h e - S e a .  P o r t s m o u t h :
T h e  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k  P r i n t  S h o p ,  1 9 7 2 .

W h i t e h i l l ,  W a l t e r  M u i r .  B o s t o n ,  a  T o p o g r a p h i c a l
H i s t o r y .  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s :  T h e  B e l k n a p  P r e s s
o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 .

U n p u b l i s h e d  W o r k s

A g n e w ,  A i l e e n  B u t t o n .  " P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  D e e r  
S t r e e t  I f  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t . "  S t r a w b e r y  
B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,  1 9 8 1 .



A n d e r s o n ,  D o u g l a s .  " R e s t o r a t i o n / R e h a b i 1 i t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  P e t e r  L ow d  H o u s e ,  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  P o r t s 

m o u t h ,  Ne w H a m p s h i r e . "  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c .
1 9 7 7 . '

C a n d e e ,  R i c h a r d  M.  " T h e  J o h n  S h e r b u r n e  H o u s e ,  S t r a w 
b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c . :  A R e p o r t . "  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,
I 9 6 8  .

____________ . " W o o d e n  B u i l d i n g  i n  E a r l y  M a i n e  a n d  Ne w
H a m p s h i r e :  A T e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  C u i t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,
1 6 0 0 - 1 7 2 0 . "  P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n v e r s i t y  o f  
P e n n s y 1 v a n i a , 1 9 7 6 .

C o x ,  S t e p h e n  a n d  L e t  f i e r i ,  R o n a l d .  " D e e r  S t r e e t  P r o j e c t  
P r e l i m i n a r y  H i s t o r i c a l  R e s e a r c h . "  S t r a w b e r y  
B a n k e ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,  1 9 8 1 .

G a r v i n ,  j  a me  s L e o .  " Ac  a  u ern i c r t r c n  i t e c t u r s  a  n q t h e
B u i l d i n g  T r a d e s  i n  t h e  P i s c a t a q u a  R e g i o n  o f  Ne w 
H a m p s h i r e  a n d  M a i n e ,  1 7 1 5 - 1 8 1 5 . "  P h . D .  d i s s e r t a 
t i o n ,  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 8 3 .

G r a f f a m ,  G .  " P r e l i m i n a r y  S i t e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  R i d e r -
Wood H o u s e  S i t e . "  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  P o r t s -  
mo u  t h , N . H .  1 9 8 1 .

H a r r i n g t o n ,  F a i t h .  " T h e  F o l l e t t  S i t e  E x c a v a t i o n :
P r o j e c t  C o m p l e t i o n  R e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n ,
M a r i t m e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  D i v i s i o n . "  S t r a w b e r y  
B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,  1 9 8 1 .

H a r r i n g t o n ,  F a i t h  a n d  P e n d e r y ,  S t e v e n .  " P r e l i m i n a r y  
R e p o r t  o n  t h e  S h e r b u r n e  H o u s e  S i t e . "  S t r a w b e r y  
B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,  1 9 8 3 .

I n g e r s o l l ,  D a n i e l .  " S e t t l e m e n t  A r c h a e o l o g y  a t  P u d d l e  
D o c k . "  P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 9 7 1 .

K a u f m a n ,  J a n e  D« " D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  P r o p e r t i e s :  W a t e r
S t r e e t  ( M a r c y ) ,  G a t e s  S t r e e t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  
D o c k  L a n e  ( H a n c o c k ) ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  
1 6 5 1 - 1 8 1 3 . "  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 .

L o r d ,  G a r y  T .  " T h e  P o l i t i c a l  a n d  S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e s  o f  
S e v e n t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e . "  
P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 9 7 6 .

M c K i n l e y ,  S a m u e l  J u s t u s .  " T h e  E c o n o m i c  H i s t o r y  o f  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  f r o n  i t s  F i r s t  S e t t l e m e n t  t o  
1 8 3 0 ,  I n c l u d i n g  a  S t u d y  o f  P r i c e  M o v e m e n t s  t h e r e ,
1 7 2 3 - 1 7 7 0  a n d  1 8 0 4 - 1 8 3 0 .  P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  

H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 1 .



O e d e l ,  H o w a r d  T r e d e n n i c k .  " P o r t s m o u t h ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  
T h e  R o i e  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  C a p i t a l  i n  t h e  D e v e l 
o p m e n t  o f  t h e  C o l o n y  ( 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 7 5 ) . "  2 v o l s .
P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 0 .

P e n d e r y ,  S t e v e n .  " S u m m a r y  R e p o r t ,  M a r s h a 1 1 / T o o g o o d  
S i t e s  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t . "  S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  
I n c . ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . ,  1 9 8 1 .

P e n d e r y ,  S t e v e n  R . ; a n d  C h a s e ,  H e l e n .  " P r e l i m i n a r y  
R e p o r t ,  H i s t o r i c a l  A r c h a e o l o g y  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  
P o t t e r y  S i t e ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  Ne w H a m p s h i r e . "  
S t r a w b e r y  B a n k e ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 7 .


	University of New Hampshire
	University of New Hampshire Scholars' Repository
	Spring 1984

	FROM STRAWBERY BANKE TO PUDDLE DOCK: THE EVOLUTION OF A NEIGHBORHOOD, 1630-1850 (URBAN COMMUNITY, MARITIME; NEW HAMPSHIRE)
	JOHN WALTER DUREL
	Recommended Citation


	00001.tif

