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October 16, 2012 

Stonyfield’s CE-Yo Will Share Insight with Emerging Leaders in Corporate Social 
Responsibility

DURHAM, N.H.  New Hampshire business professionals with an interest in corporate social 
responsibility and sustainability are in for a treat: Walt Freese, Stonyfield’s president and chief 
executive officer (CEYo), will be an instructor in the Certificate in Corporate Sustainability program 
at the University of New Hampshire in November. 

The program will be held Nov. 79, 2012. The Certificate in Corporate Sustainability is a collaboration 
of the UNH Whittemore School of Business and Economics, New Hampshire Businesses for Social 
Responsibility (NHBSR), and UNH’s Sustainability Institute. 

Freese and Tom Kelly, chief sustainability officer at UNH, will teamteach a course on trends in 
sustainability and will explore sustainability’s pertinence to businesses of all sizes. Through a mix of 
lecture and discussion, participants will review the context, history, and key drivers of sustainability.

Freese took the helm of Stonyfield from founder Gary Hirschberg in January 2012. Freese is former 
CEO of Ben & Jerry’s Homemade, Inc. and is widely recognized as a missiondriven corporate leader.

“The program addresses an expressed desire by business professionals for opportunities to expand 
their understanding of corporate sustainability beyond what can be attained in a oneday 
conference, without committing to a full sustainability MBA program,” said Michelle Veasey, 
executive director of New Hampshire Businesses for Social Responsibility (NHBSR).

Over the course of three days, students will be immersed in coursework, site visits including 
PolyRecovery and Redhook Brewery, and case studies that explore why sustainability matters to 
business. They will learn how to build a case for sustainability, and how to communicate a 
sustainability message to internal and external stakeholders. 

Courses are teamtaught to maximize academic content with practical application in the field. In 
addition to Freese and Kelly, instructors include George Parmenter of Hannaford, Mark Newton of 
Timberland, Wood Turner of Stonyfield, Herb Parkhurst of NH Ball Bearings, Bryan Sheehan of 
SymbioSus Consulting, and Fiona Wilson of UNH.

The program, designed for midlevel to seniorlevel professionals, is now accepting applications for 
November 2012. For more information, including curriculum and a complete list of instructors, visit 
http://www.sustainabilitycertificate.org/.

The certificate program receives generous sponsorship and support from The Timberland Company, 
a business pioneer in sustainability. 
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New Hampshire Businesses for Social Responsibility is a memberbased nonprofit organization that 
fosters socially and environmentally responsible business in New Hampshire, realizing that people, 
principles and profits must be linked. NHBSR focuses not only on providing businesses with 
sustainability/CSR education, but also creating networks to support member businesses in their 
efforts. More information on NHBSR canbe found at nhbsr.org.

The UNH Whittemore School of Business and Economics offers a full complement of highquality 
programs in business, economics, accounting, finance, information systems management, 
marketing, and hospitality management. Programs are offered at the undergraduate, graduate, and 
executive development levels. The school is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business, the premier accrediting agency for business schools worldwide. In January 2013, 
the business school will move into its new stateoftheart facility and become the Peter T. Paul 
College of Business and Economics. Learn more at wsbe.unh.edu.

Home to the oldest endowed sustainability program in U.S. higher education, the UNH Sustainability 
Institute, UNH is an awardwinning leader in integrating sustainability across curriculum, operations, 
research and engagement. Learn more at www.sustainableunh.unh.edu.

The University of New Hampshire, founded in 1866, is a worldclass public research university with 
the feel of a New England liberal arts college. A land, sea, and spacegrant university, UNH is the 
state's flagship public institution, enrolling 12,200 undergraduate and 2,300 graduate students.
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