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Faculty Experts Available To Discuss 2006 G8 Summit
Priorities

Contact: Lori Wright
603-862-0574
UNH Media Relations

Beth Potier
603-862-1566
UNH Media Relations

July 10, 2006

DURHAM, N.H. -- Faculty experts from the University of New Hampshire are available to
comment about the priorities and issues to be discussed at the G8 Summit July 15-17, 2006,
in St. Petersburg, Russia, as well as the outcomes since the summit in 2005 at Gleneagles.

2006 PROPOSED G8 INITIATIVES GLOBAL ENERGY

Global Energy Security

Stacy VanDeveer, associate professor of political science

VanDeveer studies environmental politics and can provide in-depth information about global
energy security as well as discuss the implications of U.S. policies and efforts regarding
energy security.

603-862-0167 (office)
stacy.vandeveer@unh.edu

Renewable Energy Sources

Ihab H. Farag, professor of chemical engineering, Hamel Professor of Technology and
Innovation, and founder of the UNH Biodiesel Group and the NH Pollution Prevention
Partnership

Farag is an expert in renewable energy sources, pollution prevention and alternative fuels,
including biodiesel. Biodiesel is an alternative fuel made from vegetable oil that can be used in
existing diesel engines with no modifications. It is cleaner and safer than petroleum fuels, and
can be produced domestically in large enough volumes to satisfy transportation fuel needs of
the entire country.

603-862-2313 (office)

603-868-5603 (home)
ihab.farag@unh.edu
http://www.unh.edu/p2/ihf/pibio.htm

P.T. Vasudevan, professor of chemical engineering
Vasudevan works in the area of bioenergy and can discuss fuel alternatives to oil. He worked
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for a large petrochemical company for seven years prior to entering teaching. For the past 23
years, he has worked in the area of catalysis and biocatalysis.

603-862-2298 (office)
P.T.Vasudevan@unh.edu
http://www.unh.edu/chemical-engineering/vasu.htm

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

George Hurtt, assistant professor of community and ecosystem ecology, and the UNH
Complex Systems Research Center

Hurtt researches ecological systems and develops models to help predict changes in them. His
current research is helping address issues such as the sustainability of land-use practices, the
potential for terrestrial ecosystems as a carbon sink, and how terrestrial ecosystems respond
to climate and climate change. Hurtt is involved in several international research projects and
has testified before the U.S. Congress on the science of global change.

603-862-4185 (office)
george.hurtt@unh.edu
http://www.unh.edu/natural-resources/fac-hurtt.htmi

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Defense Against Infectious Diseases

Aaron Margolin, professor of microbiology

Margolin is an expert in waterborne disease (viral, bacterial, or intestinal parasites) from the
ingestion of fecally polluted water. He develops tools for the detection of waterborne
pathogens and evaluates the efficiency of water utilities in preventing the spread of disease.

603-862-0211 (office)

603-862-3008 (lab)

Aaronm@cisunix.unh.edu
http://microbiology.unh.edu/faculty/margolin/aaron.htm

TERRORISM AND REGIONAL CONFLICTS

Politics of the Middle East, U.S. Foreign Policy and Terrorism

Jeannie Sowers, visiting professor in political science and fellow at the Center for Middle
Eastern Studies at Harvard

Sowers is an expert on the Middle East, U.S. foreign policy and terrorism. Her research
includes evaluating the critical issues and opportunities for change in the Muslim world, U.S.
relations with the Middle East, Israeli-Palestinian relations and environmental reform in the
Arab world. She is fluent in Arabic.

603-862-1699 (office)
603-742-3132 (home)
jeannie.sowers@unh.edu

REFLECTIONS OF 2005 AGREEMENTS AT GLENEAGLES CLIMATE CHANGE

Politics of Climate Change: What Was Said and What Has Been Done

Stacy VanDeveer, associate professor of political science

VanDeveer studies environmental politics and can provide in-depth information about the
commitments made at the 2005 G8 Summit at Gleaneagles regarding worldwide climate
change and whether those priorities have been implemented.
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603-862-0167 (office)
stacy.vandeveer@unh.edu
http://www.unh.edu/political-science/vandeveer.html

Global Climate and Environmental Change

Cameron Wake, research associate professor of Earth Sciences and the UNH Climate Change
Research Center

Wake researches global climate and environmental change. He reconstructs past climate
change through the collection and analysis of ice cores from around the world. Over the past
20 years he has been involved in research expeditions to Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, China, Pakistan,
the Canadian Arctic, Greenland, and Antarctica. Currently he is leading research programs to
develop ice core records from glaciers on the Tibetan Plateau and in the Canadian Arctic.
Wake is also involved in the NOAA-funded AIRMAP (Atmospheric Investigation, Regional
Modeling, Analysis and Prediction) project, which seeks to improve understanding of New
England’s changing climate and air quality.

603-862-2329 (office)
cameron.wake@unh.edu
http://www.ccrc.sr.unh.edu/~cpw/
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