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Early 1960s Excavations at the Sam Kaufman Site 
( 41RR16), Red River County, Texas 

Timothy K. Perttula, Mark Walters, mld Bo Nelson 

INTRODUCTION 

The Sam Kaufman site (41RR 16, also known as the Arnold Roitsch site for a time) is a well-known 
Caddo Indian village along Mound Prairie and the Red River in Red River County, Texas. There have 
been a number of reported archaeological investigations (Banks and Banks 2002: Bruseth I 998; Bruseth 
and Perttula 1991; Harris 1951, 1953; Harris and Wilson 1956; Harris et al. 1954; Perino 1983; Perkins 
1955; Perttula 2008a: Perttula et al. 2001; Skinner eta!. 1969), as well as bioarchaeological (Butler 1969; 
Derrick et al. 2008; Loveland 1980, 1994; Loveland and Bass 1983a, l983b) studies, at the site, and at 
other nearby sites (Hampton and Moore 1936; Kenmotsu 2001, 2006; Perttula 2008b; Prikryl 2008; Reese 
2001) since the 1930s. 

This article reports on previously unknown investigations conducted by Buddy Calvin Jones in De
cember 1961 through January 1962 at the Sam Kaufman site (Figure l ). His notes on the work- which 
primarily consist of burial plan drawings and a map or two-have reL·ently been provided to the Gregg 
County Historical Museum (GCHM). Some of the collection of archaeological materials from the site 
have also been located at the GCHM, and in May 20 I I, we had the opportunity to document those materi
als (all ceramic vessels). Other vessels from the Jones investigations, but not in the GCHM collections, at 
the Sam Kaufman site are discussed in Perttula (2006: 133-135) and Perttula et al. (2009:222-227). 
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Figure I . Location of early 1960s excavations by Buddy Calvin Jones at the Sam Kaufman site ( 4JRR 16), in Perttula, 
Walters, and Nelson article (Figure 1 ). 
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EXCAVATIONS 

The excavations completed by Buddy Jones at the Sam Kaufman site in the winter of 1961-1962 con
sisted of the excavation of eight burial features (Burials No. 1-8) near the eroding bank of tht: Rt:d River 
(Figure 2). This prehistoric Caddo cemetery area was about 120 m due west of the West Mound at the site 
(see Figure I). These areas have long been eroded away by the Red River; the West Mound was washed 
away in the flood of 1990 (Pt:rllula 2008a:.113). 
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<!TI) = Unknown excavations 0 5m .._ _____ _, 

Figure 2. Plan of the excavations along the Red River Bank. 

The burial features were spaced out over an area of approximately 80 ft. east-west and 24 ft . north
south (ca. 24.4 x 7.3 m, or 178 m2). Three of the burials (No. I, No. 4, and No.7) were within 2-3 ft . of 
the Red River cut bank. 

BURIAL FEATURES 

In Jones' notes , he provides detailed plan map of six of the eight burials (Nos. 2-4 and 6-8), and 
very small sk~::tch maps of all the burials (see Figure 2) . From these, it is apparent that eight of the nine 
burials (i.e. , Burial No. 2 had two individuals placed in it) were placed in graves that were oriented 
cast-west , with the face of the deceased facing west towards the Caddo's House of the Dead in the Sky. 
The burials were placed in an extended supine position. Burial 6 was oriented northeast-southwest , 
with the head of the deceased pointing more towards the southwest. The majority of the burials from 
a terrace edge cemetery southeast uf the East Mound were also orientt:d southwest-northeast (Perttula 
2008a:Figures 5 and 37). 

Burial I was placed in a pit approximately 7.2 ft in length and 3ft. in width (see Figure 2); the burial 
pit size suggests this was an adult individual. The small sketch map that Jones prepared suggests that 
eight ceramic vessels were placed with the burial, four on each side of the body, beginning next to the 
ht:ad and extending to the waist area. 

Five of the vessels are described by Perttula et al. (2009:222-226 and Figures 203-206) . They arc 
primarily shell-tempered. The include a large Nash Neck Banded jar, a small incised-punctated jar of 
undetermined type, an engraved jar of umktermined type with four lug handles, a hubcap style Simms 
Engraved, var. Darco carinated bowl. and a large plain grog-tempered carinatt:d bowl. It is possible that a 



Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology 36 (2012) 3 

Keno Trailed, var. Phillips bowl was among the vessels Jones recovered in Burial 1, along with a spool
necked bottle with an intertwined scroll motif on the body (Perttula 2006:134). 

Burial No.2 had two adult individuals placed in it, along with six vesst:ls (Figure 3). The first burial 
(No. I) was laid in the burial pit (the pit measured 6.5 ft x 3.5 ft.) first, in an extended position and the 
head facing west, and five of the six vessels were clustered by the left side of the head and left and right 
shoulder. Individual No.2 was placed in the grave next to Individual No. I, but the individual's legs 
n:sted atop those of Individual No. I, and the head faced almost due south. Individual No.2 had a por
tion of a single vessel (a wide-mouthed bottle) placed in front of its face. 

Figure 3. Plan map of Burial No.2. 

From the burial plan map, the vessels with Burial No.2, Individual No. I included a Hudson En
graved bottle, two plain bowls, a Simms Engraved bowl, and an Avery Engraved deep bowl. The Simms 
Engraved. var. Darco l"arinated bowl has been previously documented by Perttula et al. (2009:226-227 
and Figure 207). 

Burial No.3 had also been buried with their race oriented to the ~outh (Figure 4). The burial pit was 
approximately 6 .5 ft. in length and 3.5 ft. in width. The five burial vessels were plal"ed around the lefl side 
of the head, at the left shoulder. and by the left leg. These vessels included a Hudson Engraved bottle, a 
Hudson Engraved jar (see below), two Nash Neck Banded jars, and an Avery Engraved deep bowl. 

Figure 4. Plan map of Burial No.3. 
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Burial No.4 is an adult Caddo, placed in a pit that was 6 .8 ft. in length nnd 3.25 ft. in width (Figure 
5). The burial pit had been dug to 2.5 ft. bs. A small amount of wood charcoal was noted by Jones from 
the floor of the grave pit. This charcoal may represent the remnants of a fire constructed on the pit floor as 
part of the ceremonies conducted during the course of the mortuary rituals (cf. Gonzalez 2005). 

Figure 5. Plan map of Burial No.4. 

A number of associated grave goods wen: placed in the burial pit to accompany the decea~ed on their 
journey. These include four ceramic vessels and five animal hones, several being tools. Two of the vessels 
are by the head of the deceased. a possible Keno Trailed. var. Phillips bowl by the right side, and a Keno 
Trailed bottle by the left shoulder. The other two vessels, a Nash Neck Banded jar, and a Simms Engraved 
shouldered bowl. were placed between the lower legs (see Figure 5). The animal bones included deer 
phalanges. a deer tibia tool, probably a beamer, and two bison rib tools, as well as part of a bison leg bone 
and a polished beaver tooth (see Figure 5). 

Burial No.5 was also that of an adult individual, based on the pit size of 6.5 ft. in length and 3.5 ft. in 
width (see Figure 2). The tiny sketch map of Burial 5 indicates that it had four associated ceramic vessels. 
three by the head and shoulders. and a fourth vessel by the lower left leg. One of the. vessels was a plain 
shell-tempered bottle (see below) presumably placed by the head. 

Burial No. 6 was placed in a burial pit that was 6.5 ft. in length and a narrow 2.2 ft. in width (Figure 
6). It was accompanied by four associated ceramic vessels and a deer mandible placed by the left shoul
der. The vessels depiL·ted on Figure 6 include a large Nash Neck Banded jar (see also Pcrttula 2006:Figure 
310) by the left side of the head, an incised jar of unknown type by and above the right side of the head, 
a Keno Trailed bottle (see PertLula 2006:Figurc 309) resting on the right arm, and an engraved carinated 
bowl by the lefl elbow. 

The Caddo adult huried in Burial No.7 was placed in the grave in an east-west extended supine posi
tion, but the head was facing to the south (Figure 7), as was also the case for Individual No.2 in Rurinl 
No. I and Burial No.3. The Burial No.7 pit is approximately 6.3 ft. in length and 2.5 ft. in width; the pit 
was excavated to 2 ft. bs. 

Two ceramic vessels were apparently placed with the deceased in Burial No.7 (see below), although 
there an: sherds from a Hudson Engraved bottle labeled as coming from Burial No. 7 in the GCHM col
lections from the site; if this is the case, there is no information available on where it was placed in the 
grave. A Simms Engraved shouldered bowl was by the left arm. while a large Nash Neck Banded jar had 
been placed by the upper right leg. 
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Figure 6. Plan map of Burial No. 6. 

Figure 7. Plan map of Burial No.7. 

Burial No. 8 excavated by Buddy Calvin Jones at the Sam Kaufman site was that of a child or 
adolescent. The burial pit was 4ft. in length and 2ft. wide (Figure 8), and had a depth of 2ft. bs. Notes 
included with the burial plan map indicate that Burial No.8 was dug by the Caddo in a 1.3 ft. thick 
midden deposit, perhaps near a house location in the village, extending 0.7 ft. into a dark red and com
pact clay B-horizon . 

The child or adolescent was accompanied at death with seven ceramic vessels. Six of them were 
placed along the right side of the body, from the head to its right leg. These include, from top to bot
tom, an Emory Punctated-Incised jar, two Hudson Engraved bottles, a second Emory Punctated-Incised 
jar, an Avery Engraved deep bowl, and a third Emory Punctated-Incised jar. One small Avery Engraved 
bowl was set on its waist. 
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Figure 8. Plan map of Burial No.8. 

VESSEL DESCRIPTIONS 

In the GCHM are 22 vessels or vessel sections from the Sam Kaufman site (41 RR 16). Only a few 
of the vessels can be definitively identified at the present time with specific burials excavated by Junes, 
unfortunately. Each vessel or vessel section is ue:.cribed individually, following the burial vessel protocol 
that we adopted some years ago (Perttula et al. I 998; Perttula 2005) when we began actively document
ing Caddo vessels from sites in East Texas and southwest Arkansas. T n addition to several shell-tempered 
plain vessels (n=3), and unidentiticd im.:ised (n=l) and appliqued (n=l) vessels, other shdl-tempered ves
sels and vessel sections we have documented from the cemetery excavated by Jones in 1961-1962 include 
Avery Engraved (n= 1), Emory Punctated-lm:ised (n=2), Hudson Engraved (n=5), Keno Trailed (n= I), 

McKinney Plain (n=l), Nash Neck Banded (n=5), Simms Engraved (n=l). There is also a grog-tempered 
Maxey Noded Redwarc bottle. 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.2 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.0lU237 

NON-PLASTTCS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle with a wide-mouth 

RIM AND LIP FORM: N/ A 

CORE COLOR: A (fired and cooled in an oxidizing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): body, 7.6 mm 



INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 8.2 
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DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 8.2 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/ A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATIOJ\: (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWNJ: Unidcn!iticd plain ware. Associated with IndiYidual No.2 (st:e Figure 3). 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.2 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1238 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl with a very short rim 

RIM AND LIP FORM: dire<:t rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURl-"ACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown; tin:: douding on tht: body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 2.R mm; body. 5.8 mm; base, 7.0 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 6.0 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 5.9 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 4.5 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.24 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 9) 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN [: Unidentified plain wart: 



8 Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology 36 (2012) 

figure 9. Plain shell-tempered bowl. Burial2 at the Sam Kaufman site. This vessel is associated with Burial individual 
No. I (see Figure 3). 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.3 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1117 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar with short neck (Figure 10) 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip 

f'ORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

11\TERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown; fire clouding un the body and base 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.2 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: bumishc:u 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 12.0 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 13.5 

OIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 10.9 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 8.8 
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ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.97 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel rim is plain, 
except for three sets of small applique nodes; it is also lip nutL"ht:d. The vessel hody has three repeating 
sets of narrow L"Urvilinear zones filled with cross-hatched cngravt:d lines (Figure 10). These zones form 
scrolls that end in hooked arms as well as large cross-hatL"hed elements, and there are upper and lower 
engraved triangles on either side of the large cross-hatched scrolls. There are also single curvilinear and 
ticket! engraved lines that hook around two of tht: narrow cross-hatched zones. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNUWNl: Hudson Engraved 

Figure 10. Hudson Engraved jar, Burial No. 3 at the Sam Kaufmun Site. 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.5 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1125 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 
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RIM AND LIP FORM: N/A 

CORE COLOR: r ( tir~J in a n:Jucing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): body, 4 .1 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smooth~d 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A; maximum body diameter is 12 .0 em 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 7.0 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (TN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE ]IF KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.7 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .08.977-a 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shdl 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: A (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY. AND BASE IN MM ): rim, 4 .1 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 20 .0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 



BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/ A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 
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DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): There are three rows of 
neck banding on the \'esse! rim, along with appliqued nodes (probably four) above the neck banding and 
below the vessel lip. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE liF KNOWN]: Nash Neck Banded 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.7 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.0R.977-b 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND LIP FORM: N/ A 

CORE COLOR: R (fired and cooled in a rt'uucing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, RODY, AND BASE IN MM): body, 6.3 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel has narrow 
engraved scroll zones filled with hatched lines. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Hudson Engraved 

SITE NAME OR SJTR NUMBER: Sam Kaufman, Burial No.7 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .0R.977c 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 
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VESSEL FORM: Shouldered bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: inverted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: R (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 4.8 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (TN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 15.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTIOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim of the ve:\sel is 
plain, except for a notched lip. The vessel body has a single horizontal engraved line with tick mark:\ on it. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWNJ: Simms Engraved 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSELNO.: 2003.0!l.llt8 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND RASE IN MM): rim, 6.2 mm; body, 5.1 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 15.6 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): lR.O 
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DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 18.3 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 6.5; dimpled base 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 1.68 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): There are six rows of 
horizontal neck bands on the rim. as well as four appliqucd nodes m:ar tht: lip. The upper vessel body has 
four appliqued chevrons, centered under the appliqued nudt:s (Figure II). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWNl: Nac;h Neck Handed 

Figure II , Nash Neck Banded jar from the Sam Kaufman site. 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSELNO.: 2003.08.1119 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: r (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 
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EXTERIOR SURr"ACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.2 mm; body, 5.1 mm; base, 7.9 mrn 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 13.5 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 14.5 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 12.0 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 6.6 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN 
LITERS): 1.2 

DECORATION (INCLUDING 
MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN 
APPARENT): The rim has three 
equally-spaced horizontal rows of tool 
punctations, as well as four appliqued 
nodes set above the punctations 
(Figure 12). The upper vessel body 
has four sets of curvilinear appliqued 
fillt:ts, centered on the body between 
~:ach of the appliqued nodes on the 
rim. This vessel closely matches the 
drawing of one of the vessels in Burial 
No. 8 (see Figure 8). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION 
ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Emory 
Punctated-Incised 

Figure 12. Emory Punctated-Jnciscd jar from the Sam Kaufman site. 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .08.1120a 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

WALL TH!CKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim,4.9 mm 
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INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: !:imoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/ A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/ A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The jar has at least one 
row of neck handing. and there are appliqued nodes (probably four) under the vessel lip. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN I: Nash Neck Banded 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1120b 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: N/A 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cuokd in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): body, 5.7 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMEKT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel body has 
incised triangles (probably pendant from the rim-body juncture) tilled with diagonal incised lines. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWNl: Emory Punctated-lncised 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .08.1120c 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL fORM: Jar with four appliqued lugs on the rim 

RIM AND LIP FORM: evened rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a n:JU(:ing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowi!)h-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.4 mm; body, 4.6 mm; base, 5.9 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 21.5 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 17.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 12.4 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 7 .g 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 3.2 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim is decorated 
with thn:e rows of horizontal neck bands sandwiched between four appliqued lugs. The vessel body has 
four sets of narrow triangular-shaped appliqucd fillet dements that are pendant from the rim-body junc
ture (Figure 13). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Nash Neck Banded 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .08.1121 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: R (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black; organic residue on the rim and body 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black; organic residue on the body 
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Figure 13. Nash Neck Banded jar from the Sam Kaufman site . This vessel closely matt:hes a Nash Neck Banded jar 
depicted in the Burial No. 6 plan map (see Figure 6). 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 4.3 mm; body, 5.3 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A; rim height is 1.8 em 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): II .0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 10.6 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (lN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel rim is plain, 
while the vessel body has four sets of appliqucd ridge <.:hevron elements that are pendant from the rim
body juncture (Figure 14). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN): possible McKinney Plain 
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Figure 14. Possible McKinney Plain jar. 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08 .1122 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted-rounded 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): body, 5.5 rnm; base, 5.7 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burni~heJ 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 



l3ASE DIAMETER (TN CM): 5.1 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 
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DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel has a red 
slip un both interior and exterior surfaces as well as curvilinear engraved and negative engraved elements, 
including ovals and excised zones (Figure 15). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE llF KNOWN]: Avery Engraved 

Figure IS. Avery Engraved bowl shcrds from the Sam Kaufman site . 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003 .mU 123 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND LIP FORM: direct rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cuukd in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 4.6 mm; body, 4.6 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 2.2 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel body has 
narrow engraved curvilinear zones and bracket-shaped clements filled wilh hatched or opposed hatched 
engraved lines (Figure 16). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE llF KNOWNl: Hudson Engraved 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1124 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Boule 

RIM AND LIP FORM: N/ A 

CORE f'OLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): body. 8.1 mm 



Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology 36 (2012) 21 

Figure 16. Hudson Engraved bottle shcrds from the Sam Kaufman site. 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMEKT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTlF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel body and 
hase has four sets of engraved meandering scrolls. The meandering scrolls are filled with hatched en-
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graved lines. as well as four sets of nc::gati\"e ovals, including at the central part of the:: first scroll (Figure 
17). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN}: Hudson Engraved 

Figure 17. Partial Hudson Engraved bottle from the Sam Kaufman site. It closely matches a Hudson Engraved bottle 
in Burial No.6 (see Figure 6). 

SITE NAME OR SITR NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1228 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND UP FORM: N/A 

CORE COLOR: R (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY. AND BASE IN MM): body, 4.1 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 



Journal ofNortheast Texas Archaeology 36 (2012) 23 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (TN CM): N/ A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/ A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (TN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel body is 
decorated with hatched engraved meandering scrolls. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Hudson Engraved 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1240 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND LIP FORM: direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: A (fired and cooled in an oxidizing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: light gray 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim,4.8 mm; body, 5.3 mm; base, 5.8 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DfAMETER (IN CM): 4.9 

DfAMETERAT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 5.6 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 7.3 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATlON (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel has a red slip 
on its exterior surface. The upper part of the vessel body has five sets of short appli4ued ridges (Figure 1 R). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCAT ION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Maxey Nodcd Redware 
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Figure 18. Maxey Noded Redware bottle from the Sam Kaufman site. 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1513a 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (tired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.9 mm: body, 7.1 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/ A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 18.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim has two rows 
of tool punctations, and four appliqued nodes set amidst Lhe uppermost tool punctated row. The vessel 
body has a triangular-shaped appliqued fillet clement repeated around the vessel, and centered under the 
appliqued nodes. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [IF KNOWN]: Emory Punetated-Incised 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.0R.1513b 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND LIP FORM: N/A 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray 

WALL THICKNESS (RTM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): body, 3.2 mm 
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INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel body has at 
least seven sets of opposed incised lines that encircle the vessel. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE fiF KNOWNl: possible Keno Trailed 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08 .1514 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and rounded lip 

CORE COLOR B (tired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayi~h-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 7.4 mm; body. 6.2mm: base, 9.0 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A; rim height is 3.8 em 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 20.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 16.0 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 7.5 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (lN LITERS): N/A 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND Fl .F.MENTS WHEN APPARENT): There are appliqued 
nodes under the vessel lip. but the rim is otherwise plain . 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE [lF KNOWN[: Unidcntilied utility ware 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Sam Kaufman 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.0R.1872 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: shell 

VESSEL FORM: Jar 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip 

CORE COl .OR: B (tired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 4.7 mm: body, 5.6 mm; base, 9.2 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 20.0 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 20.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 20.0 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.5 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 3.6 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim is decorated 
with three horizontal rows of neck banding. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE {IF KNOWNl: Nash Neck Bandeu 

SUMMARY AND SYNTHESIS 

During the winter of 1961-1962, Buddy Calvin Jones located and excavated eight burials along the 
cut bank of the Red River at the Sam Kaufman site (41RR16). The cemetery was located about120 m 
west of the West Mound at the site. The burials were Caddo adults and one adolescent individual from 
the Sam Kaufman village that were placed in extended supine positions in the grave pits, and these pits 
were aligned mostly east-west, with the head facing west; in the case of three individuals in three differ
ent burials. their bodies were oriented east-west, but their head was turned to face in a southerly direction. 
Burial No.2 had two individuals placed in it, one individual lying partially over the other (see Figure 3). 

Ceramic vessels were placed as associated grave goods in all eight of the burials in the cemetery, with 
a range of two-eight vessels per burial (Table I). the mean number of vessels is 5.0 ± 1.5 per burial. The 
only other grave goods were a number of bone tools, bison bone, deer bone, and a polisheu beaver tooth 
from Burial No.4. The relatively mundane and redundant character of the associated grave goods from 
these burials suggests they are the burials of typical village residents, and were not part of the elite (i.e., 
religious and political leaders and their retainers) population who lived at the site and were buried in the 
East Mound (Perttula 2008a:Figure 6; Skinner et al. 1969) 
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Table 1. Associated Grave Goods from Burials 1-8. 

Associated Grave 131 B2 B3 B4 B5 B6 B7 B8 N 
Goods 

Ceramic Vessels 8 6 5 4 4 4 2 7 40 

Bone tools 3 3 

Bison bone 

Deer bone 2 2 

Beaver tooth 

Totals 6 5 11 4 4 2 7 47 

The constellation of ceramic vessel types in this collection from the Sam Kaufman site, most nota
bly the many shell-tempered ceramic types, indicates that the eight burial features excavated by Buddy 
Calvin Jones date to the latter part of the Late Caddo McCurtain phase, after ca. A.D. 1450/1500 (Perino 
1994:28: Perttula 1992:Table II, 2008a:377 and Table 1), and extending to between ca. A.D. 165011700. 
This age range is consistent with the occurrence of Hudson Engraved and Keno Trailed from a number of 
the burials, and the hubcap-shaped variety of Simms Engraved in Burial No.2. Other L·eramic types-Av
ery Engraved, Emory Punctatcd-lncised, McKinney Plain, and Nash Neck Banded - tend to occur in both 
the early and late parts of the McCurtain phase. 

Table l. Ceramic Types by Burial Features and Unprovenienced Contexts. 

Ceramic Type Bl 82 B3 D4 85 B6 B7 B8 UNK 

~icu~ -t~mp~:rs:d 

Maxcy Noded X 

Red ware 

Sbell-teml!i:[i:d 

Avery Engraved X X X X 

Emory Punctated- X X 

Incised 

Hudson Engraved X X X X X X 

Keno Trailed X X X X 

McKinney Plain X 

Nash Neck Banded X X X X X X 

Simms Engraved X X X X 

x=present; UNK=unknown 
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The grog-tempered Maxey Noded Redware bottle from an unknown provenience in the Sam 
Kaufman collection is very likely not associated with any of the post-ca. A.D. 145011500 Late Caddo 
burials in the cemt:tt:ry. This distinctive ceramic type (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 51) is typically 
found in Middle Caddo period contexts along the middle Rt:d River, in this case in Mound Prairie phase 
occupations dating from ca. A.D. II 00-1300 (Perttula 2008a:Table 1 ). 
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