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Documentation of Additional Vessels from the Johns Site 
(41CP12), Camp County, Texas

Timothy K. Perttula, Bo Nelson, and Mark Walters

INTRODUCTION

The Johns site (41CP12) (Figure 1) is a Titus 
phase cemetery in the Prairie Creek valley in the Big 
Cypress Creek stream basin of the Northeast Texas 
Pineywoods (Diggs et al. 2006:Figures 1-3). The 
Caddo artifacts from the site are from the Robert L. 
Turner, Jr. and Tommy John collections. Both men 
are current residents of Camp County, Texas. 

A total of 35 Late Caddo (ca. A.D. 1400-1680), 
Titus phase, burials were excavated between May 
1966 and December 1984 at the Johns site. The 
fi rst 19 burials were excavated by Tommy Johns 
and Robert L. Turner, Jr., and Johns continued to 
excavate burials at the site until 1984. No single map 
of the plan of the Johns site cemetery exists in the 
available notes, but enough information is provided 
to reconstruct the arrangement and extent of the 
burial interments. The burials occur in a number 
of east-west rows (Figure 2), with the head of the 
deceased oriented almost always to face to the west. 
The deceased were placed in long, narrow, and rela-
tively deep burial pits in an extended supine posi-
tion, with funerary offerings generally placed along 
both the sides of the body and at the feet. Funerary 
offerings consisted of ceramic vessels (3-16 vessels 
per burial), ceramic pipes, arrow points (usually in 
quivers), celts, smoothing stones, as well as scrapers 
and other chipped stone tools. All of the burials have 
ceramic vessel funerary offerings, but only a small 
proportion had either ceramic pipes (25.7% of the 
burials), arrow points (62.9% of the burials), celts 

(17.1% of the burials), or other stone tools (17.1% 
of the burials) placed in the burial pit.

In the summer of 2009, the Robert L. Turner, 
Jr. vessel and pipe collection and the Tommy Johns 
collection of vessels, pipes, celts, and arrow points 
were fully documented from the Johns site. A de-
tailed description of each ceramic vessel or ceramic 
pipe was made for documentation purposes, accom-
panied by drawings appended to vessel documenta-
tion forms (on fi le, Archeological & Environmental 
Consultants, LLC fi les in Austin, Texas), where 
needed, of ceramic vessel decorative motifs or pipe 
morphology to supplement the artifact descriptions. 
Analysis notes and photographs were also obtained 
on the arrow points, celts, and other stone artifacts 
from a number of burials in the Johns collection 
(Perttula et al. 2010). 

A total of 277 ceramic vessels were documented 
in the Turner and Johns collections from the Johns 
site (Perttula et al. 2010). Subsequent to the comple-
tion of the published report, Tommy Johns located 
six additional vessels from the Johns site cemetery 
in his collection, and these vessels were documented 
in January 2010. This article provides information 
on the six previously undocumented vessels from 
the Johns site, increasing the total number of ves-
sels to 283.1

With the larger sample of 283 vessels, the ves-
sels from the Johns site are dominated by engraved 
fi ne wares (68.1%, Table 1). Utility wares comprise 
25.5% of the ceramic vessel mortuary offerings, and 
plain wares another 6.4%.
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Figure 1. Location of Camp County in East Texas and the location of the Johns site (41CP12) within the county.
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Figure 2. Map of the Johns site cemetery.
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VESSEL RECORDATION FORMS

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns (41CP12)

VESSEL NO.: Burial 3, Pot 7

NON-PLASTICS: grog

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim with a rounded, exterior folded lip

CORE COLOR: F (fi red in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: brown (10YR 4/3)

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: brown (10YR 4/3)

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 6.9 mm, rim; 6.7 mm, body; 7.3 mm, base

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed on the rim

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished

HEIGHT (IN CM): 17.0

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 30.0

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 16.7

Table 1. Vessels Forms at the Johns site.

Vessel Forms Fine wares Utility wares Plain wares N

Jar 4 69 3 76
Carinated bowl 104 – 5 109
Compound bowl 34 – 1 35
Bowl 14 2 8 24
Effi gy bowl 1 – – 1
Chalice 1 – – 1
Bottle 31 – 1 32
Olla 3 – – 3
Compound vessel* 1 1 – 2

Totals 193 72 18 283

*The fi ne ware compound or conjoined vessel is a bottle-compound bowl; the utility ware vessel is a bowl-jar combination.
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BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 6.7+

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 4.6 liters

DECORATION: The rim panel has fi ve upper and lower sets of engraved alternating nested triangles (Fig-
ure 3). Each nested triangle has ovals or negative ovals within them delineating by engraved, excised, or 
cross-hatched zones or small triangular areas. One of the ovals has a small central engraved dot within it.

TYPE: Ripley Engraved, var. Williams (see Perttula et al. 2010:Figure 2h)

Figure 3. Ripley Engraved, var. Williams carinated bowl (Burial 3, Pot 7) from the Johns site.

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns (41CP12)

VESSEL NO.: Burial 11, Pot 8

NON-PLASTICS: grog and bone; sandy paste

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded, exterior folded lip

CORE COLOR: G (fi red in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown (10YR 3/2)
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EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red (2.5YR 4/6)

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 5.6 mm, rim; 6.6 mm, body; 8.7 mm, base

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed on the rim

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished on the rim and smoothed on the body

HEIGHT (IN CM): 7.5

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 16.0

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 16.0

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 5.3

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.72 liters

DECORATION: Exterior vessel surface is red-slipped (Figure 4)

TYPE: Unidentifi ed fi ne ware

Figure 4. Red-slipped carinated bowl, Burial 11, Pot 8, from the Johns site.
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns (41CP12)

VESSEL NO.: Burial 16, Pot 5

NON-PLASTICS: bone and grog

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl with four rim peaks

RIM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim and a rounded lip

CORE COLOR: B (fi red and cooled in a reducing environment)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown (10YR 3/2)

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown (10YR 3/2)

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 7.6 mm, rim; 7.4 mm, body

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed on the upper rim panel

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished on the upper and lower rim panels, and smoothed on 
the body

HEIGHT (IN CM): 8.8

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 15.5

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 13.6

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 7.0

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 1.1 liters

DECORATION: The upper rim panel and rim peaks have S-shaped engraved ovals under the rim peaks, 
with short curvilinear engraved lines along the upper rim panel itself (Figure 5). The lower rim panel has 
an engraved scroll and circle motif repeated six times around the vessel; the central circle is centered under 
the rim peaks and the S-shaped ovals on the upper panel. A white kaolin clay pigment has been rubbed in 
the engraved lines. 

TYPE: Ripley Engraved, var. Galt (see Perttula et al. 2010:Figure 2c)
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns (41CP12)

VESSEL NO.: Burial 21, Pot 3

NON-PLASTICS: grog

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a fl at lip

CORE COLOR: F (fi red in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown (10YR 5/4); fi re clouding on the rim and the upper body

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown (10YR 5/4); fi re clouding on the rim and the upper body

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 7.2 mm, rim; 6.7 mm, body

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished

HEIGHT (IN CM): 19.4+

Figure 5. Rim sherds from Ripley Engraved, var. Galt compound bowl, Burial 16, Pot 5, from the Johns site.
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ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 29.0

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 29.1

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 5.0+ liters

DECORATION: The rim panel has a continuous series of narrow engraved panels fi lled with small puncta-
tions etched in the clay after the vessel was fi red (Figure 6). The panels (at least 20, but the total number is 
not known) change from vertical, diagonal, and opposed in orientation around the vessel. A red hematite-rich 
clay pigment has been rubbed in the engraved and punctated decorative elements.

TYPE: Unidentifi ed fi ne ware vessel

Figure 6. Engraved-punctated carinated bowl, Burial 21, Pot 3, from the Johns site.

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns

VESSEL NO.: Burial 28, Pot 9

NON-PLASTICS: grog

VESSEL FORM: Deep bowl (Figure 7)

RIM AND LIP FORM: Inverted rim and a rounded lip
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Figure 7. cf. Simms Plain red-slipped deep bowl, Burial 28, Pot 9 from the Johns site.

CORE COLOR: F (fi red in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red (2.5YR 4/8)

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red (2.5YR 4/8)

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 5.5 mm, rim

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished

HEIGHT (IN CM): 21.7

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 22.7
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DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 23.1

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.8

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 3.9 liters

DECORATION: The vessel has a red slip on both interior and exterior vessel surfaces (Figure 7).

TYPE: cf. Simms Plain, based on vessel shape (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 71e)

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Johns (41CP12)

VESSEL NO.: Burial 31, Pot 4

NON-PLASTICS: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle

RIM AND LIP FORM: unidentifi ed

CORE COLOR: G (fi red in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black (10YR 2/1)

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown (10YR 5/4)

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): 3.7 mm, neck; 4.1 mm, body; 10.3 mm, base

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished on the neck and body

HEIGHT (IN CM): N/A

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): N/A

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM): 9.4

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): N/A

DECORATION: The vessel body has an unknown number of sets of curvilinear scrolls whose upper and 
lower arms circle around each other and meet at a large central cross-hatched engraved circle (Figure 8). 
There are also at least three horizontal engraved lines encircling the top of the vessel body. The arms of the 
scroll begin from upper and lower body triangles and have widened and cross-hatched engraved arms on 
either side of the central engraved circle. A red hematite-rich clay pigment was also rubbed in the engraved 
lines.

TYPE: Wilder Engraved, var. Wilder (Perttula et al. 2010:Figure 4a-c)
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This article reports on an additional six Titus 
phase ceramic vessels from the Johns site (41CP12) 
in the Tommy Johns collection. Perttula et al. 
(2010) discuss a sample of 277 vessels in the 
Tommy Johns and Robert L. Turner, Jr. collections 
from the site. 

The Johns site (41CP12) appears to have been 
used by Caddo peoples as a place of burial interments 
for kin-related families or lineages for perhaps as long 
as ca. 170 years, from the beginning of the Titus phase 
at ca. A.D. 1430 to the start of the 17th century A.D. 
(Perttula et al. 2010:271-274). From the available 
evidence, the main use of the site took place during 
much of the 15th century A.D. and some portion of 
the 16th century A.D. During that time, the Johns site 
cemetery grew from an early and relatively centrally-
placed cluster of burials (Episode A) covering a ca. 
10.7 x 7.3 m area (see Perttula et al. 2010:Figure 280) 
to an expanded cemetery with added rows of later 
burials (Episodes B and C) and single interments 
(Episode D) in all directions from the Episode A 
burials. Common funerary offerings in these burials 

Figure 8. Wilder Engraved, var. Wilder bottle sherds, Burial 31, Pot 4.

included Perdiz and Bassett arrow points, and 
several ceramic vessel varieties of Ripley Engraved 
(primarily var. Cash, var. Caldwell, var. Carpenter, 
var. Reed, var. Williams, var. Galt, and var. Gandy), 
Wilder Engraved, var. Wilder, Johns Engraved, and 
Turner Engraved fi ne wares and an assortment of 
utility ware vessels. At the abandonment of the Johns 
site cemetery by a local Titus phase Caddo group, the 
overall size of the cemetery was ca. 38 m north-south 
and 22 m east-west.

END NOTE

1. An additional vessel (Burial 22, Pot 9) was given to a 
friend of Tommy Johns’ in the 1970s, and we have no infor-
mation about it.
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