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occupied by kinship-related groups who cooperated
in the gathering, production, and consumption
of local resources. No evidence was obtained by
Mr. Whiteside’s investigations confirming the
cultivation of domesticated crops such as maize
but investigations at other nearby sites suggest that
agricultural activities supplemented the hunting
and gathering of native plants in the Caddo diet.
Evidence of large utility vessels at the site is
indicative of the change by Caddo peoples after
ca. A.D. 850 from hunting-gathering to a more
sedentary lifestyle with the storage of foodstuffs,
including domesticated plants. Large carinated
bowls present at the Chapman site would seem to
indicate that feasting by Caddo living there also
played arole in their social life.

Excavations at the Chapman site seem to in-
dicate the presence of three or more permanently
constructed houses, either all occupied at one time
or more likely it is the case that they represent a se-
quence of houses. There is evidence that one or more
of the houses may have burned, either by accident or
intentionally. These houses, following the settlement
pattern of other small farmsteads, probably were not
occupied for more than one decade at a time, and
thus if the houses represent sequential use, the Henry
Chapman site may have been occupied overall for
ca. 30 years.

There were two burials reported from the
Chapman site, although only one of these was docu-
mented in any detail. This burial, Feature 3, was a
partial cremation and contained no obvious grave
goods. A single radiocarbon date from the burial in-
dicates the burial tock place somewhere between AD
1280-1440. Cremations of this type are atypical in
Caddo mortuary traditions, although an early Caddo
cremation has been reported from the Boxed Springs
(41 UR30) mound center on Big Sandy Creek near
its confluence with the Sabine River. Artifacts in the
grave fill in Feature 3 at the Henry Chapman site
indicate that the burial took place during (or after)
the principal Caddo occupation of the site. A date
obtained from the burial appears to be anomalously
too recent based on the ceramics recovered from
excavations at the Chapman site.

In summary, the Henry Chapman site represents
a local group of folks that lived in this part of Fast
Texas between ca. A.D. 1000-1200 that are cultur-
ally different from other Caddo groups, although it
appears to be linked to them in some fashion by di-
rect contact or interaction. The Henry Chapman site
may have been occupied by a certain local Caddo

group that held on to certain traditions (such as
distinctive styles of decorations on ceramic vessels)
longer than did contemporaneous groups, or they re-
sisted changes in utility ware decorative styles (such
as brushing on vessels), longer than groups in other
areas. It is uncertain what the nature of the social
and cultural glue was that held these scattered Caddo
groups in this area together. Hopefully, studies of
other Caddo sites investigated by Mr. Whiteside and
others on Prairie Creek and surrounding drainages
will shed more light on how the Henry Chapman site
fits into Caddo cultural history.
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