




long-stemmed Red River pipes, Alba arrow points, 
Gahagan bifaces, petaloid celts, and expedient tools 
made on fl akes. Story (2000) contends that this 
phase, found in both mound centers and small habi­
tation sites across a large area, represents the first 
distinctively Caddo remains in the middle Sabine 
and Neches river basins. 

Local Caddo habitation sites 

Compared to later Caddo sites, habitati on sites 
with Early Caddo ceramics, such as are found at the 
Henry Chapman site, are scarce in this area of East 
Texas. Story (2000) suggests that the local region 
was not heavily populated at this time. 

The Wolf site (41SM195), a small Caddo habi­
tation site located on a nearby drainage to the Chap­
man site, has radiocarbon and OCR dates indicating 
a mid-fourteenth century occupation (Walters 2003). 
Significantly, however, the ceramic assemblage from 
this site lacks brushed pottery, as does the Henry 
Chapman site ceramic assemblage. Decorative 
techniques in the ceramics from the Wolf site in­
clude: punctated (52.4%), engraved (29.5%), incised 
(14.3%), and punctated-incised (3.8%). There is 
one engraved sherd similar to Holly Fine Engraved 
with excised areas, nested excised triangles, and red 
pigment in the lines. There were no ceramic pipes 
recovered from the Wolf site. 

The Broadway site (41SM273), located some 
24 km to the west of the Chapman site, has evi­
dence of an early Caddo occupation dating ca. A.D. 
900-1000 based on radiocarbon dates and the pres­
ence of small amounts of sherds from Holly Fine 
Engraved, Weches Fingernail Punctated, Dunkin 
Incised, as well as Crockett Curvilinear Incised, and 
long-stemmed Red River pipe sherds (Perttula and 
Nelson 2004). Perttula and Nelson (2004) surmised 
that the early Caddo occupation at the Broadway site 
was contemporaneous with, and that perhaps there 
was some level of contact/interaction between, the 
Caddo groups that occupied the George C. Davis 
site, but that the Caddo li ving at the Broadway site 
were part of a different social group. 

Al so located in Smith County is the Joe M ey­
ers site (41SM73) in the Neches River basin, where 
members of the East Texas Archeological Society 
recovered Alto phase ceramics from habitation areas 
and burials (Johnson 1961). The Meyers site was the 
only one of 34 ceramic site in the Lake Palestine 
project area that contained early Caddo ceramic 
types (Jelks 1958). 
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The burials at the site included six single burials 
and one multiple burial that contained the remains 
of probably four individuals. Fi fteen vessels were 
associated with the burials, including Bowles Creek 
Plain, Hickory Fine Engraved, Weches Fingernail 
Impressed, and Canton Incised (Jelks 1958). Sur­
face collections from the site had sherds from the 
following early Caddo ceramic types: Hi ckory Fine 
Engraved, Davis Incised, Dunkin Incised, Canton 
Incised, and Weches Fingernail Impressed. 

The six Weches Fingernail Impressed sherds 
were all rims with flat lips. A description of the ce­
ramic type Weches Fingernail Impressed describes 
the lips as being rounded and fl at in about equal 
numbers (Suhm and Krieger 1954:364). Thirteen 
plain rims from the Myers site were also described 
as being flat. At the Henry Chapman site 34 (34%) 
of the 100 rim sherds had fl attened lips. 

Interestingly, Jelks (1958) noted that stone 
material was not common at the Meyers site, a situ­
ation similar to the material culture at the Henry 
Chapman site. 

To the east in adjoining Gregg County are two 
habitation sites that have Alto phase artifacts (Jones 
1957). Grace Creek #1 (41GG33) was a probable 
Caddo habitation site with Alto phase ceramics 
(n=593) and arrow points (n=83), of which 76 were 
of the Alba type. From Grace Creek# 1, Jones recov­
ered sherds of Davis Incised (n=49), Dunkin Incised 
(n=19), Crockett Curvilinear Incised (n=4), Hickory 
Fine Engraved (n=2), Holly Fine Engraved (n=1), 
Pennington Punctated-Incised (n=1), and Weches 
Fingernail Impressed (n=4). Jones (1957:Figure 
51g-h) li sted two sherds as examples of Dunkin In­
cised, but they are clearly a Lower Mi ssissippi Val­
ley type seen in pre-A.D. 1050 contexts in the Caddo 
area: Coles Creek Incised, var. Coles Creek. 

Grace Creek#2 (41GG34) had a small amount 
of early Caddo material, including sherds, one Red 
River pipe stem, and one Alb a arrow point. Early 
Caddo ceramic types collected were Weches Finger­
nail Impressed (n=2), Dunkin Incised (n=1), Davi s 
Incised (n=1), and a Hickory Fine Engraved rim 
with a fl at lip (n=1). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Henry Chapman site was a prehistoric 
Caddo habitation site much like other Caddo sites 
in the northern part of Smith County, and in the 
Sabine River basin. These sites were probably 
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occupied by kinship-related groups who cooperated 
in the gathering, production, and consumption 
of local resources. No evidence was obtained by 
Mr. Whiteside's investigations confirming the 
cultivation of domesticated crops such as maize 
but investigations at other nearby sites suggest that 
agricultural activities supplemented the hunting 
and gathering of native plants in the Caddo diet. 
Evidence of large utility vessels at the site is 
indicative of the change by Caddo peoples after 
ca. A.D. 850 from hunting-gathering to a more 
sedentary lifestyle with the storage of foodstuffs, 
including domesticated plants. Large carinated 
bowls present at the Chapman site would seem to 
indicate that feasting by Caddo living there also 
played a role in their social life. 

Excavations at the Chapman site seem to in­
dicate the presence of three or more permanently 
constructed houses, either all occupied at one time 
or more likely it is the case that they represent a se­
quence of houses. There is evidence that one or more 
of the houses may have burned, either by accident or 
intentionally. These houses, following the settlement 
pattern of other small farmsteads, probably were not 
occupied for more than one decade at a time, and 
thus if the houses represent sequential use, the Henry 
Chapman site may have been occupied overall for 
ca. 30 years. 

There were two burials reported from the 
Chapman site, although only one of these was docu­
mented in any detail. This burial, Feature 3, was a 
partial cremation and contained no obvious grave 
goods. A single radiocarbon date from the burial in­
dicates the burial took place somewhere between AD 
1280-1440. Cremations of this type are atypical in 
Caddo mortuary traditions, although an early Caddo 
cremation has been reported from the Boxed Springs 
(41 UR30) mound center on Big Sandy Creek near 
its confluence with the Sabine River. Artifacts in the 
grave fill in Feature 3 at the Henry Chapman site 
indicate that the burial took place during (or after) 
the principal Caddo occupation of the site. A date 
obtained from the burial appears to be anomalously 
too recent based on the ceramics recovered from 
excavations at the Chapman site. 

In summary, the Henry Chapman site represents 
a local group of folks that lived in this part of East 
Texas between ca. A.D. 1000-1200 that are cultur­
ally different from other Caddo groups, although it 
appears to be linked to them in some fashion by di­
rect contact or interaction. The Henry Chapman site 
may have been occupied by a certain local Caddo 

group that held on to certain traditions (such as 
distinctive styles of decorations on ceramic vessels) 
longer than did contemporaneous groups, or they re­
sisted changes in utility ware decorative styles (such 
as brushing on vessels), longer than groups in other 
areas. It is uncertain what the nature of the social 
and cultural glue was that held these scattered Caddo 
groups in this area together. Hopefully, studies of 
other Caddo sites investigated by Mr. Whiteside and 
others on Prairie Creek and surrounding drainages 
will shed more light on how the Henry Chapman site 
fits into Caddo cultural history. 
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