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The Garden Site (41CE480) on Bowles Creek, 
Cherokee County, Texas

 Kevin Stingley and Timothy K. Perttula

Introduction

 Recent archaeological investigations in the Bowles Creek Valley in the Neches River basin in East 

and was probably a farmstead occupied by one or a few families for a generation or two.

Figure 1. Location of the Garden site (41CE480) in East Texas.
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 The Garden site is on a grass and tree-covered upland ridge (385 feet amsl, Figure 2a) between the 

Bowles Creek about 1.4 km south of the site. Lithic and ceramic artifacts have been noted on the surface 
over a ca. 900+ square meter area of the landform.

Site Investigations

 In addition to a surface reconnaissance of the Garden site, and the obtaining of a small surface col-
lection of artifacts (n=7), a total of 10 shovel tests have been excavated in the eastern part of the site to 
determine the horizontal and vertical extent of any subsurface archaeological deposits (Figure 2b).  Five 

-

27.2 artifacts per square meter of archaeological deposits.

Caddo ceramic sherds.

a.
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b.

Figure 2., cont.
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Table 1. Artifacts recovered from the surface and shovel tests at the Garden site.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Context Plain Sherd Decorated Sherd Dart Point Lithic N
    Debris
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Surface 2 3 1 1 7
ST 1 4 1 - - 5
ST 4 3 2 - - 5
ST 5 1 - - 1 2

ST 10 2 1 - - 3
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Totals 14 7 1 2 24
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Recovered Artifacts

 A San Patrice point, dating from ca. 10,500-9800 years B.P., was found on the surface in the western 
 Based on the suggested chronological sequence for 

East Texas dart points proposed by Story (1990:Figure 32), the Early Archaic dart point sequence begins 

-
sidered to be diagnostic of the Late Paleoindian period in the broader region. Recent radiocarbon dates 
from the Big Eddy site in southwest Missouri indicates both points were made and used until ca. 9800 

subsistence, and settlement/mobility transition (cf. Bousman et al. 2002:989).

Figure 3. San Patrice point from the Garden site (41CE480).
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been determined, it is likely that it originated in the chert-bearing formations of Central Texas.  This 

base has evidence of grinding. The San Patrice point is 44.0 mm in length, 27.0 mm in width above the 

 There are two pieces of lithic debris in the artifact assemblage from the Garden site (see Table 1). 

 About 90 percent of the ceramic sherds recovered to date from the Garden site are from grog-tem-
pered vessels (Table 2). The remainder are from bone-tempered vessels. These proportions are not that 

sherds in the small ceramic assemblage.

Table 2. Ceramic wares from the Garden site.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Ware Grog-tempered Bone-tempered N
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Plain 13 1 14

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Totals 19 2 21
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 The plain to decorated sherd ratio (P/DR) of this small sherd assemblage is 2.0, considerably differ-

is also notable—even though the assemblage size is rather small—and these two facts suggest that the 

-

-
tion of brushed sherds among the decorated sherds from the Garden site is 71 percent, suggesting the 

The proportion of brushed sherds in the decorated sherd ceramic assemblages of nearby Historic Caddo 

Summary and Conclusions

in the Bowles Creek valley in East Texas indicate that the small site has both Late Paleoindian-Early 
Archaic and Late Caddo periods of use, with the Caddo occupation being the more substantial. The Late 
Paleoindian-Early Archaic period of use is marked by a single San Patrice point, made from a non-local 
lithic raw material, found on the surface on the western part of the landform. The Late Caddo occupation 
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include ceramic sherds (n=21) from grog- and bone-tempered vessels and two pieces of lithic debris. About 

elements, and 71 percent of these decorated sherds are from brushed utility ware vessels. 
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