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UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN

The Virginia Commonwealth University bulletins are published yearly

for each of the student populations served by the institution. The
Undergraduate Bulletin contains information about university policies,
course descriptions and academic requirements for the programs offered
to undergraduate students.

Visit our FAQ page for additional information.
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10 About VCU

ABOUT VCU

Located in the heart of Richmond, the capital of Virginia since 1779,
Virginia Commonwealth University serves an integral role in the economic
health of the city and the state, educating the current and future work
force, reaching out to the community, advancing research and enhancing
patient care.

VCU was founded in 1838 as the medical department of Hampden-
Sydney College, becoming the Medical College of Virginia in 1854.

In 1968, the General Assembly merged MCV with the Richmond
Professional Institute, founded in 1917, to create Virginia Commonwealth
University.

Today, VCU offers comprehensive undergraduate, master's, doctoral and
professional programs and encompasses one of the largest academic
health centers in the nation. With $271.2 million in externally funded
research awards for the 2016 fiscal year, VCU is one of only 28 public
universities in the country with an academic medical center to be
designated as a research university with very high research activity

as well as a Community Engaged Institution, both by the Carnegie
Foundation. Its centers and institutes of excellence support the
university's research mission and involve faculty from multiple disciplines
in the arts, public policy, biotechnology and health care discoveries.

VCU enrolls more than 31,000 students in 220 degree and certificate
programs in the arts, sciences and humanities. Fifty-two of the programs
are unique in Virginia, many of them crossing the disciplines of VCU's

13 schools and one college. VCU has a full-time instructional faculty of
more than 2,200 who are nationally and internationally recognized for
excellence in the arts, business, education, engineering, the humanities,
the life sciences, social work and all the health care professions. With
more than 22,000 employees, VCU and the VCU Health System also have
a significant impact on Central Virginia's economy.

Building on the foundation of VCU's nationally ranked academic
programs and academic medical center, research and scholarly
productivity, and engagement with the communities it serves, the
university’s strategic plan, Quest for Distinction, launches a new vision
for VCU: to elevate its stature and become the nation’s top urban, public
research university. This focused plan capitalizes on the outstanding
assets of the VCU experience and truly distinguishes VCU as a major
research university committed to academic quality and student success
at all levels.

Quest for Distinction also embodies VCU's commitment to human health
through the VCU Medical Center, which includes the university’s health
sciences schools and offers state-of-the-art care in more than 200
specialty areas, many of national and international note, including organ
transplantation, head and spinal cord trauma, burn healing and cancer
treatment.

VCU and the VCU Health System have been honored with prestigious
national and international recognition for top-quality graduate,
professional and medical-care programs, reflecting a commitment to be
among America's top research universities focused on student learning.

Nondiscrimination

VCU does not discriminate in admissions, treatment, employment or
access to its programs or activities on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin (including ethnicity), age, sex (including pregnancy,
childbirth and related medical conditions), parenting status, marital

status, political affiliation, veteran status, genetic information (including
family medical history), sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression or disability, consistent with applicable law.

VCU's notice of nondiscrimination and nondiscrimination policies,
with contact information for the office and individuals responsible for
enforcement, are in the university's policy library (https://policy.vcu.edu).

Administration

VCU administration provides leadership and organizational structure
for the university, overseeing its goals and mission. Refer to each unit's
website (http://atoz.vcu.edu/administration) for a current listing of
administrators.

Deans

Deans provide leadership for their respective school or college. Refer

to each unit's website (http://atoz.vcu.edu/academic+departments/
organizations) for a current listing of its deans, departmental chairs and
program heads.

Accreditation

Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission

on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to
award baccalaureate, master's, doctoral and first professional degrees.
Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
GA 30033-4097; telephone: (404) 679-4500. Note: The Commission is
to be contacted only if there is evidence that appears to support an
institution’s significant noncompliance with a requirement or standard.

Academic program accreditation

See the college/schools for detailed information about program
accreditation.

Specialized program accreditation or
certification

Campus Police

Police Department
International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators

Police Academy
Certified by the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Division of Student Affairs

University Counseling Services
American Psychological Association

Student Health Services
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Organizations

Hospital accreditation

VCU Health System
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations

Mission statement

As the premier urban, public research university in Virginia, VCU's mission
is to advance knowledge and student success through its commitments
to:



+ An engaged, learner-centered environment that fosters inquiry,
discovery and innovation in a global setting

Research that expands the boundaries of new knowledge and
creative expression and promotes translational applications to
improve human health

« Interdisciplinary collaborations that bring new perspectives to
complex problems and mobilize creative energies that advance
innovation and solve global challenges

* Health care that strives to preserve and restore health for all people,
to seek the cause and cure of diseases through groundbreaking
research, and to educate those who serve humanity

« Diversity that provides a climate of inclusion, a dedication to
addressing disparities wherever they exist, and an opportunity to
explore and create in an environment of trust

Sustainable, university-community partnerships that enhance the
educational, economic and cultural vitality of the communities VCU
serves in Virginia and around the world

Vision statement

VCU will be a premier urban, public research university distinguished by
its commitment to:

* The intellectual and academic success of a diverse student body

+ Research and discovery that advances knowledge, inspires creativity
and improves human health

+ The global engagement of students, faculty and staff that transforms
lives and communities

Core values

1. Accountability — committing to the efficient and transparent
stewardship of our resources to achieve institutional excellence

2. Achievement - ensuring distinction in learning, research and
scholarly pursuits, service, and patient care

3. Collaboration — fostering collegiality and cooperation to advance
learning, entrepreneurship and inquiry

4. Freedom - striving for intellectual truth with responsibility and
civility, respecting the dignity of all individuals

5. Innovation — cultivating discovery, creativity, originality,
inventiveness and talent

6. Service — engaging in the application of learning and discovery to
improve the human condition and support the public good at home
and abroad

7. Diversity — ensuring a climate of trust, honesty and integrity where all
people are valued and differences are recognized as an asset

8. Integrity — adhering to the highest standards of honesty, respect and
professional and scholarly ethics

Oak Ridge Associated Universities
Consortium

Since 1963, students and faculty have benefited from VCU's membership
in Oak Ridge Associated Universities, a consortium of 115 colleges and
universities and a contractor for the U.S. Department of Energy. ORAU
works with its member institutions to help students and faculty gain
access to federal research facilities, to keep its members informed about
opportunities for scholarship and research appointments and to organize
research alliances among its members.
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Faculty, graduate students and undergraduate students may access a
wide range of opportunities for study and research, including the Lindau-
Nobel Laureates and Powe Junior Faculty programs. Many of these
programs are designed to increase the numbers of underrepresented
minority students pursuing degrees in science- and engineering-related
disciplines.

For more information about ORAU and its programs, contact:

+ Francis L. Macrina, Ph.D., ORAU Councilor for VCU
(804) 827-2262

+ Monnie E. Champion, ORAU Corporate Secretary
(865) 576-2206

Interested parties may also visit the ORAU website at orau.org (http://
WWW.orau.org).

VCU Health System Authority

In April 1996, Gov. George Allen signed legislation that established the
Medical College of Virginia Hospitals Authority. Effective July 1, 1997,
the operations, employees and obligations of MCV Hospitals (formerly
a division of VCU) were transferred to the Authority. Three years later,
in connection with legislation signed by Gov. James Gilmore, the MCV
Hospitals Authority became the Virginia Commonwealth University
Health System Authority. The clinical activities of MCV Hospitals, MCV
Physicians and the VCU School of Medicine are now coordinated and
integrated by and through VCU Health.

The VCU Health System Authority is charged by statute with the missions
of operating MCV Hospitals as teaching hospitals for the benefit of

the health sciences schools of VCU, providing high quality patient care
and providing a site for medical and biomedical research, all of which
missions are required to be performed in close affiliation with the Office
of the Vice President for Health Sciences. VCU's vice president for health
sciences also serves as the CEO of the VCU Health System Authority, and
five VCU faculty physicians serve as members of the VCU Health board of
directors.

Board of Visitors

The Board of Visitors is the voting body of Virginia Commonwealth
University. Each year, the governor of Virginia appoints members. Refer
to Office of the President’s website (http://www.president.vcu.edu/
board) for a current listing of board members.

Determination of student classification
for in-state tuition purposes

Tuition is determined by the number of credit hours a student is taking,
the student’s residency classification, course of study and classification
level. For in-state tuition benefits, the student must comply with

Section 23-7.4 of the Code of Virginia (http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/
legp504.exe?000+cod+23-7.4).

All applicants to VCU who wish to be considered for in-state tuition
rates as Virginia residents must submit the Application for Virginia In-
state Tuition Rates. This application is a part of the admissions packet
and the nondegree-seeking student enrollment package. The residency
determination of the applicant is conveyed at the time of admission as a
degree-seeking student or nondegree-seeking student.
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New and continuing students initially classified as non-Virginians

for tuition purposes may request a review of the initial residency
determination by completing an Application for Change of Domicile
available from the Office of Records and Registration (online). The
student must present clear and convincing evidence that he or she

is not residing in the state primarily to attend school. The application
deadline is the end of the add/drop period of the semester, and it is the
responsibility of the student to establish or to file an appeal to change
his/her residency classification prior to the start of classes for the
semester under consideration. In accordance with the Code of Virginia,
applications received after the deadline must be considered for the next
semester. Submit completed applications with documentation to the
university residency appeals officer. Processing may require four to
six weeks; therefore it is strongly recommended that applications be
submitted earlier than the stated deadline.

The university's service to students is limited to assuring that they
understand the procedures for appealing and that they have access

to information about the relevant sections of the Code of Virginia. The
university provides information about the steps of the process and
access to the applicable sections of the statute and the associated
guidelines. The university provides qualified staff to review the appeals
and make decisions based on the information students provide. The
university representative cannot provide advisement to students as

to how to present their case for review; neither can they become the
student’s advocate since these university representatives must make the
decision.

Students approved for a change to in-state status for tuition purposes are
notified by mail with copies of their approval letters sent to the Office of
Financial Aid and the Office of Student Accounting. Students denied this
status are also notified by mail. The denial letter informs the student of
procedures for appeal of this decision, to include filing an appeal with the
university residency appeals committee. Students who submit fraudulent
applications, falsify documentation or conceal information will be subject
to reclassification, payment of all nonresident fees owed and university
discipline.

Please note that a student with in-state status for tuition purposes who
exceeds 125 percent of the credit hours needed to complete his program
will be assessed a tuition surcharge.

Rights of students under the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Pursuant to a federal statute enacted to protect the privacy rights of
students (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 [FERPA], as
amended, enacted as Section 438 of the General Education Provisions
Act), eligible students of Virginia Commonwealth University are permitted
to inspect and review education records of which the student is the
subject. A statement of university policy concerning inspection and
disclosure of education records has been formulated in compliance with
the federal statute. Copies of the policy also are available from the Office
of Records and Registration or on the Web at rar.vcu.edu/registration/
familyed.html (http://rar.vcu.edu/registration/familyed.html).

Generally, the act provides that no personally identifiable information
will be disclosed without the student’s consent, except for directory
information and information to other school officials with a legitimate
educational interest. When personally identifiable information, other than
directory information, is disclosed, a record will be maintained of these

disclosures. This record also is available for inspection and review by the
student.

If an eligible student feels that his or her education record is inaccurate,
misleading or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other
rights, the student may request an amendment to the record.

Should the university fail to comply with the requirements of the act,
the student has the right to file a complaint with the Family Policy
Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave.,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-5901.

Parental notification amendment

Amendments to FERPA signed into federal law in fall 1998 specifically
allow notification to the parents or guardians of students under the age
of 21 who violate any law or university rule regarding use or possession
of alcohol or other controlled substance. The Virginia Attorney General's
Task Force on Drinking by College Students also recommended such
notification in its 1998 report.

In accordance with these documents, a parental notification procedure
has been included in the VCU Drug Free Schools and Workplace Policy.

Consumer information

The federal Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008 requires that
institutions of higher education disclose certain consumer information

to current students, prospective students, current employees and/

or prospective employees. This consumer information (http://
www.opds.vcu.edu/consumer-info) for VCU is maintained by the Office of
Planning and Decision Support.



UNDERGRADUATE STUDY

Virginia Commonwealth University currently offers more than 60
undergraduate programs in fields ranging from the arts and humanities
to science and engineering to business and education. The University
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee performs major coordination
among these programs through review of proposed curricular revisions,
deletions and additions. Chaired by the senior vice provost for academic
affairs, the committee’s voting membership comprises two elected
faculty members from each academic unit that offers undergraduate
degree programs.

Admission to the university

Office of Admissions

821 West Franklin Street

P.0O. Box 842526

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2526

Phone: (800) 841-3638, (804) 828-1222

Fax: (804) 828-1899

Email: ugrad@vcu.edu

admissions.vcu.edu (http://www.admissions.vcu.edu)
Sybil Halloran, Ph.D., interim vice provost

VCU Welcome Center

West Broad Street Parking Deck

1111 West Broad Street

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2526

Phone: (804) 827-2000

ugrad.vcu.edu/experience/visit (http://ugrad.vcu.edu/experience/visit)

Office of Records and Registration
Harris Hall

1015 Floyd Ave.

P.0. Box 842520

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2520

Phone: (804) 828-1341, (804) 828-1349
Fax: (804) 828-2573

Email: rar@vcu.edu

rar.vcu.edu (http://rar.vcu.edu)
Bernard Hamm, university registrar

General policy governing admission and
enrollment

As a comprehensive, metropolitan, public institution, Virginia
Commonwealth University seeks to provide excellent higher education for
those who will profit from an intellectually challenging experience. The
university encourages applications from people who are sincere in their
desire to study in an environment where excellence in teaching, research,
scholarly activities and community services is stressed.

Recognizing the value of a diverse student body, the university invites
applications from all qualified persons without regard to age, race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status,
political affiliation or disability. Although the university has a primary
responsibility to educate Virginia residents, the value and contribution of
a diverse student body is recognized and the enroliment of students from
other states and countries is encouraged. Entrance requirements are in
full compliance with all applicable federal and state statutes, rules and
regulations.
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All people admitted to and enrolled in the university are classified

as either degree-seeking or nondegree-seeking students. Degree-
seeking students are presumed to be working toward a degree in
approved educational programs, while nondegree-seeking students

are permitted to enroll in classes on a semester basis. Recognizing a
commitment to educate students who wish to take courses primarily for
self improvement or to continue lifelong education, the university also
encourages the enrollment of nondegree-seeking students. The university
enrolls as many qualified degree-seeking and nondegree-seeking
students as resources permit. When resources are limited, spaces go

to those who present credentials showing the greatest potential for
academic success in degree programs.

The Board of Visitors establishes general admission policies on the
recommendation of the university administration. Admission criteria
and policies are recommended by the Office of Admissions as well as
the deans of the schools and colleges of the university on the advice
of their faculties. Entrance requirements for schools and the colleges
within the university may differ. Various departments may have unique
admission requirements, such as examinations, auditions, portfolios,
interviews, licensure or language proficiency, in order to evaluate a
student’s potential for success in selected programs and courses. The
university selects applicants who present the strongest qualifications
in scholastic achievement and potential, standardized examinations,
and through the holistic review of other evidence of potential including
strength of character. Each applicant is reviewed on an individual basis.

Admission guidelines

The credentials of undergraduate applicants for admission to degree
status are reviewed on an individual basis. Because the number of
applicants who meet the requirements for admission may exceed the
number that can be admitted, the university selects those candidates
who present the strongest qualifications in scholastic achievement
and potential as reflected on transcripts and test scores. Applicants
interested in enrolling as nondegree-seeking students should read the
Nondegree-seeking student guidelines (p. 54) section, which appears
in the Academic regulations and general degree requirements (p. 52)
section of this bulletin.

Freshman undergraduate admission guidelines

An applicant for degree status must be a graduate of an accredited
secondary school (or its equivalent) or hold a GED certificate with
adequate scores, defined as a composite score of at least 550 on the
GED battery. A high school student should submit an application for
admission after completion of the junior year, unless applying for the
early admission or advanced scholar programs, in which case the
application should be submitted after the sophomore year.

All freshman applicants under the age of 22 are required to submit scores
from the SAT or ACT, however some situations exist where testing is
optional. Additional information on optional and required test scores
(http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/freshman/requirements.html) for
freshmen is available on the Office of Admissions website.

The college preparatory curriculum is highly preferred, and a minimum
of 20 units is required for admission to all programs on the Monroe Park
Campus, with the following minimum distribution of subjects: four units
in English; three units in mathematics, one of which must be algebra |
and one of which must be geometry or algebra II; three units in science,
one of which must be a laboratory science; and three units of history

or social sciences or government. Students are encouraged to present
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at least three units in a modern or ancient language or two units of two
foreign languages.

In addition, preference is given to candidates who submit the Advanced
Studies Diploma or its equivalent. This diploma requires four units in
English; four in social sciences, including U.S. and Virginia history,

U.S. and Virginia government, and two courses in either world history

or geography or both; four units in mathematics (algebra I, geometry
and algebra I1); four units in science drawn from earth science, biology,
chemistry, physics or other advanced science courses; and either three
units of one foreign language or two units of two foreign languages; two
units in health and physical education; one unit of fine arts or practical
arts; and one unit in economics and personal finance.

Freshman applicants planning to pursue postgraduate studies in the
health professions (dentistry, medicine, occupational therapy, pharmacy
and physical therapy) are advised to choose a pre-health advising

track in addition to their academic major. For more information about
professional health advising tracks and majors, please see the Academic
advising (p. 36) section.

The Honors College offers qualified students interested in health
science the opportunity for early acceptance into many of the MCV
Campus programs. See the Honors College (http://www.honors.vcu.edu/
guaranteed) website for details.

Freshman applicants who are not admitted with degree status may be
eligible to enroll at VCU as nondegree-seeking students provided one year
has elapsed since their actual or intended high school graduation date.

Nondegree-seeking student guidelines

Eligibility guidelines for nondegree-seeking students (p. 54) may be
found in the Academic regulations and general degree requirements
(p. 52) section of this bulletin.

School of the Arts freshman admission

guidelines

Students applying to the School of the Arts must submit the standard
university undergraduate application in addition to supplemental
materials. The School of the Arts faculty reviews all applications to
programs in the School of the Arts. All visual arts and design applicants
and all technical theatre applicants are required to submit a visual
portfolio with their application. All performing arts applicants are
required to visit VCU for an audition and/or interview. Applicants to the
cinema and art history programs also must submit writing samples. For
additional supplemental requirements and online application materials,
visit the School of the Arts website at arts.vcu.edu/admissions/how-to-
apply (http://arts.vcu.edu/admissions/how-to-apply).

International admissions

VCU encourages qualified international students, both immigrant and
nonimmigrant, to seek admission to the university. See the Office of
Admissions (http://international.admissions.vcu.edu) website for
additional information.

As required by U.S. regulations and by VCU admission policies,
nonimmigrant applicants must demonstrate satisfactory academic
achievement, adequate English proficiency and the ability to finance all
educational and living expenses. Applicants can refer to the freshman
admission guidelines (p. 13), transfer admission guidelines (p. 15)

and admission procedures (p. 14) elsewhere in this section for
specific requirements.

Admission procedures

It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all required
admission documents are forwarded to the Office of Admissions before
the deadline. (Refer to the freshman application deadlines (http://
www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/freshman/deadlines.html) or transfer
application deadlines (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/transfer/
deadlines.html).)

Applications and supporting credentials for undergraduate programs
offered on both campuses must be submitted to the Office of
Admissions.

All applications and supporting documents become the property of

the university and are not returned to the applicant. After all required
documents have been received, candidates are notified in writing of the
decision by the Office of Admissions.

The following must be submitted to the Office of Admissions when
applying for an undergraduate degree program:

1. Official application form. Candidates seeking admission or
readmission to the university in an undergraduate degree program
must file a Common Application (first-time freshman applicants
only) or the VCU online application before the specified deadline.
Students planning to complete a second baccalaureate degree also
must submit this application. Students will be able to check their
application status online to be sure the university has received all
required materials (admission decisions are not provided online).
Care should be taken to read the admissions guidelines in this
bulletin, to follow the directions accompanying the application
and to complete all information requested. Incomplete or incorrect
applications will result in a processing delay.

2. Application fees. Application fees are nonrefundable and should be
submitted via credit card when applying online. Do not send cash,
checks or money orders. For current application fees, see the Office
of Admissions website (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply).

The application fee is nonrefundable. Applications may not be
processed if submitted without a fee or the applicant will be billed.
Students currently enrolled in programs on the VCU Monroe Park
Campus who are applying to undergraduate programs on the MCV
Campus are not required to remit the application fee.

3. Official transcript(s). Freshman applicants are required to submit
their official high school transcript(s) showing course work
completed to date. The secondary school record should contain
courses and grades earned, rank in class and overall GPA. A final
transcript also is required showing date of graduation, overall GPA
and rank in graduating class if available.

Transfer candidates must request the registrar of each college
attended to send an official transcript of their course work. Transfer
candidates who have earned fewer than 30 semester credits/45
quarter credits also must submit their secondary school records.
Priority application review will be given to applicants who have
completed at least 30 credits at their former institution(s) and who
apply and submit all required documentation by the recommended
application deadline.



Applicants to the School of Nursing undergraduate program on the
MCV Campus must submit official transcripts from all colleges,
universities and hospital schools/programs attended.

For readmission candidates, the Office of Admissions will obtain

the student’s VCU transcript. Applicants who have attended other
colleges since leaving VCU must request the registrar of each college
to send official transcripts to the Office of Admissions.

4. Test scores.

a. Freshman applicants (high school graduates and GED holders)
22 years of age or younger must submit SAT or ACT scores and,
if applicable, an official copy of their GED scores. Electronic
submission is preferred.

i Score optional review
Excluding the exceptions noted below, freshman applicants
with a minimum high school GPA of 3.3 may request that
their application be reviewed without submitting standardized
test scores. Applicants should request to be considered
for admission to the university without test scores on the
application for freshman admission.

i Exceptions to score optional review

SAT or ACT scores will be required for freshman applicants
who wish to be considered for VCU's merit-based
scholarships (the Presidential, Provost and Deans’
scholarships), students applying to the VCU Honors College
and the School of Engineering, home-schooled students, and
non-native English speakers. Applicants in these categories
may not request the score optional review.

b. Transfer applicants 22 years of age or younger and with fewer
than 30 semester/45 quarter credits of college work must submit
SAT or ACT scores.

c. School of Nursing applicants, except those applying to the R.N.-
B.S. program, must submit SAT, ACT or GRE scores regardless of
age.

d. Applicants whose native language is one other than English must
submit scores for the Test of English as a Foreign Language
in addition to any other test scores required. In general, VCU
requires a minimum score of 550 on the paper TOEFL, 213 on
the computer TOEFL or 80 on the Web-based TOEFL, but some
programs may require a higher TOEFL score. Some MCV Campus
programs also may require Test of Written English or Test of
Spoken English scores.

5. Supplemental application requirements. School of the Arts
applicants must submit supplemental materials as described
online at vcu.edu/arts/apply (http://www.vcu.edu/arts/apply).
Applicants to all undergraduate programs on the MCV Campus must
submit supplemental application materials as described online
at ugrad.vcu.edu/apply (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply).

Freshman application deadlines

Program-specific application deadlines for freshmen are available on
the Office of Admissions website at ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/freshman/
deadlines.html (http://ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/freshman/deadlines.html).
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Admission notification

Freshman applicants accepted to the university for the fall semester

are notified by letter of the conditions of their acceptance by April 1 if
they meet the Jan. 15 recommended deadline. Freshman applicants who
apply under the regular admission process may receive early notification
of their acceptance if they present exceptional admission credentials.
Transfer applicants to programs on the Monroe Park Campus will be
notified of an admission decision on a rolling basis.

Information on advisement and registration procedures, the
immunization form, and housing information is included with the
acceptance letter. Virginia requires that all full-time students enrolling
for the first time in any state institution of higher education furnish
an immunization record from a qualified licensed physician. New VCU
students must submit their immunization form to University Student
Health Services.

When an applicant is tentatively accepted to the university, a final
transcript is required to complete the individual's admission file. If the
official transcript is not received by the end of the fourth week of classes
of the semester for which the student was accepted, an administrative
hold will be placed on future registrations until the credentials are
received establishing the student’s eligibility.

The university reserves the right to rescind offers of admission if the final
documents indicate that the applicant no longer satisfies the entrance
requirements upon which acceptance was granted.

Responding to the offer of admission

Fall freshman applicants accepted to the university by April T must notify
the Office of Admissions of their intent to enroll or not to enroll by May

1. Fall freshman applicants, if accepted after April 1, must notify the
university within two weeks of receiving their notification of admission.

Fall transfer applicants accepted to programs on the Monroe Park
Campus must notify the Office of Admissions of their intent to enroll

by June 1 or two weeks after receiving their letter of admission. Fall
applicants to the health sciences programs must respond within the time
frame listed on their acceptance letters as determined by the individual
department. All students accepted for the spring semester must respond
to the offer of admission within two weeks of receiving their notification
of admission.

When accepting the offer of admission, all immunization records should
be sent to University Student Health Services.

A deposit is required of applicants who accept VCU's offer of admission.
The deposit is credited to the student’s account with the university

and is not deferrable to a future semester. Deposits are not refundable
after May 1. Students who have received and accepted a university
scholarship are not required to submit a deposit. Students experiencing
economic hardships may request a waiver of deposit by providing a copy
of their Student Aid Report along with their response form. The decision
to grant a waiver is based on information submitted to the university on
the student’s Free Application for Federal Student Aid.

Admission guidelines for transfer
students

Transfer applicants are considered for admission provided they present
evidence of good standing at the last institution attended; and to be
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competitive they should present a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 from
all accredited institutions to be considered for admission to VCU. Priority
application review will be given to applicants who have completed at
least 30 credits at their former institution(s). Candidates with fewer than
30 semester (45 quarter) hours also will be reviewed on the basis of their
high school performance and SAT/ACT scores (if younger than the age
of 22). Transfer candidates who have earned fewer than 30 semester
credits/45 quarter credits and who are 21 years of age or younger must
submit SAT or ACT results and also must meet specific guidelines

listed in the Freshman undergraduate admission guidelines (p. 13)
section of this chapter. The undeclared major is not open to students
with 60 or more college credits. Transfer applicants will be notified of

an admissions decision on a rolling basis until the class is filled. Priority
application review will be given to students who apply and submit all
required documentation by the recommended application deadline.

Some programs have additional requirements for admission as a transfer
student. Transfer applicants should consult the appropriate area of this
Bulletin or the departmental website for admission requirements.

Transfer applicants who are not admitted with degree status may be
eligible to enroll as nondegree-seeking students as determined by the
Office of Admissions.

Transfer applicants ineligible to return to a former institution because of
an academic suspension may not enroll at VCU for a period of one year
for the first suspension and five years for the second suspension.

Transfer applicants who have been suspended from another institution
for nonacademic or disciplinary reasons are referred to the Office of the
Vice Provost for Student Affairs for preadmission clearance.

Additional information for transfer students is available on the VCU Office
of Admissions website (http://ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/transfer) as well as
the VCU Transfer Center’s (http://transfer.vcu.edu) website.

University undergraduate transfer policy

All credits taken at regionally accredited institutions that meet the VCU
transfer requirements may be posted to the VCU transcript. However,
there may be a difference between the credits VCU will post and the
credits each VCU department/school will apply to the desired degree
program. Students should meet with their program advisers, who will
assist them in determining their VCU degree requirements and will advise
them on what transfer courses the program specifically will apply toward
their degree requirements. Regardless of how many transfer credits are
accepted, students must satisfy all VCU graduation requirements noted
in the graduation checklist (p. 64), including the following:

« Completion of at least 25 percent of the semester-hour credits
required for their bachelor's degree program at VCU

« Completion of at least 30 of the last 45 semester-hour credits
required for their bachelor's degree program at VCU

State policy on transfer agreement

VCU welcomes applications from Virginia community colleges and
Richard Bland students who have earned the Associate in Arts, Associate
in Science or Associate in Arts and Science degrees, or approved

A.A&S. or A.S. programs in general studies (see number 8). Students
holding these degrees will have junior standing and, as long as they

have earned a minimum grade of C in all the transferable courses,

will be considered to have met all lower-division general education
requirements for Monroe Park Campus programs with the exception of

certain lower-level and upper-level program requirements that also apply
to native students. (See below for more information about requirements
for all students.) Students should closely follow the detailed course
suggestions offered on the Transfer Center (http://www.transfer.vcu.edu/
vces) website for Virginia Community Colleges and Richard Bland
College. By selecting certain courses to fulfill requirements within the
three associate degree programs, additional lower-division courses
needed after transfer to VCU can be held to a minimum. Additional
information about VCU's guaranteed admission agreements (http://
www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/transfer/agreements.html) with Virginia
community colleges and Richard Bland College, including detailed
eligibility requirements is available on the Undergraduate Admissions
website.

Additionally:

+ Students must make proper application for admission to VCU.
+ Only courses with minimum grades of C are transferable.

+ Credits needed to meet major prerequisites will be based on the
Course Equivalency Tables (http://www.transfer.vcu.edu/vces/
course-equivalency.aspx) or agreements resulting from program-to-
program transfer agreements. (See the list of agreements (http://
www.ugrad.veu.edu/apply/transfer/agreements.html).)

Students will not be required to repeat courses that have been
satisfactorily completed at a Virginia community college except in
cases where special restrictions apply to all students.

Applicants to degree programs that are competitive are not
guaranteed admission but will be evaluated on the same basis as
native students.

For students with any of the associate degrees from a VCCS institution
or Richard Bland College, VCU degree requirements in effect at the date
of the student’s admission to the VCCS or RBC associate degree program
will be used in certifying the student for graduation if the student has

not interrupted his or her associate degree more than two consecutive
semesters (excluding summer sessions).

Requirements of native students which would apply to associate-degree
holders are:

1. Writing requirements: The core education program writing
requirement at VCU includes UNIV 111, UNIV 112 and UNIV 200.
Students who successfully complete ENG 111 and ENG 112 at the
community college with a minimum grade of C in both classes have
fulfilled all core education program writing requirements (UNIV 111,
UNIV 112 and UNIV 200) at VCU.

For associate degree holders, completion of ENGL 101 and ENGL
102 at RBC with a minimum grade of C in both classes will fulfill
the UNIV 111, UNIV 112 and UNIV 200 requirement. For RBC
students who transfer without an associate degree, ENGL 101 at
RBC=UNIV 112 at VCU; ENGL 102 at RBC=ENGL 215 at VCU; and
ENGL 200 at RBC=UNIV 200 at VCU.

2. All bachelor's degree programs in the College of Humanities and
Sciences, School of Social Work and VCU Life Sciences require
competency through the elementary level of a foreign language;
some majors require competency through the intermediate level.

3. Mathematics/statistics: All bachelor's degree programs in the
College of Humanities and Sciences have mathematics/statistics
requirements that must be met. See specific program for required
courses and their equivalents.



4. The School of Social Work requires a 2.5 GPA for admission to
upper-level courses. The School of Business requires a minimum
GPA for admission to upper-level course work. Please contact the
Office of Undergraduate Studies in the School of Business for the
current minimum GPA required. The School of Mass Communications
requires a 2.5 GPA for admission to upper-level work. For students
pursuing careers in early or secondary education through the
Extended Teacher Preparation Program of the College of Humanities
and Sciences and the School of Education, a 2.8 GPA and successful
completion of the Praxis | examination are required for entry into
Teacher Preparation, a stage in the program after the student has
completed at least 60 credits. For students applying to majors in the
School of the Arts, a portfolio evaluation for visual arts applicants and
an audition for performance applicants are required.

5. The professional baccalaureate programs within the schools of
Social Work, Nursing and Allied Health Professions, the Dental
Hygiene Program in the School of Dentistry, and the doctoral
programs in physical therapy and pharmacy have specific program-
related lower-level requirements that must be completed to apply to
and enter health sciences programs and to achieve success in the
programs, if admitted.

The health, physical education and exercise science programs have
specific lower-level requirements related to state-approved program
status, professional certification and entry into the practicum
sequence. Specified science courses are prerequisite for entry into
upper-level kinesiology and exercise science courses.

6. Transfer work from some occupational or technical programs
is reviewed under specific conditions for the Bachelor of
Interdisciplinary Studies program and the special program in nursing
for community college R.N.-degree holders who wish to complete the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

7. Students wishing to transfer to the School of Engineering must have
a 3.0 GPA with no grades below a C. Also, minimum grades of B must
be attained in mathematics, science or engineering courses to be
considered for transfer. Transfer students from the VCCS will follow
the admission agreement for engineering (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/
pdfs/GAA_Engineering_VCCS.pdf).

8. The A.A&S. and A.S. programs in general studies are considered
transfer degrees by VCU.

9. Senior capstone experience: All bachelor's degree programs require
the completion of a senior capstone experience within the major as
part of the VCU core curriculum.

10. Detailed information about the Virginia Community College/VCU
and Richard Bland College/VCU transfer-equivalent courses (http://
www.transfer.vcu.edu/vces/course-equivalency.aspx) is available on
the Web.

Virginia Commonwealth University/Virginia
Community College System Guaranteed
Admission Agreement with Teacher Education
Provision Admission

The VCU Pre-teacher GAA in the area of an arts and sciences core
leads to a transferable associate degree (A.A.&S., A.A. or A.S.) that will
facilitate entry into a PK-6 teacher education program. In addition, a
student must earn at least a 2.8 GPA at VCU and have passed Praxis |
before formal admission to the teacher preparation program. Additional
information about this agreement (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/pdfs/
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PreTeacherEducation_agreement.pdf) is available on the Undergraduate
Admissions website.

Transfer application deadlines

Program-specific application deadlines for transfer students are
available on the Office of Admissions website at ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/
transfer/deadlines.html (http://www.ugrad.vcu.edu/apply/transfer/
deadlines.html).

Evaluation of transfer credit

An evaluation of transferable credits for applicants to both Monroe Park
Campus and MCV Campus programs is made by the Transfer Center (or
appropriate program) after the accepted applicant'’s final transcript has

been received by the Office of Admissions.

Accepted transfer credit contributes to hours earned and toward
fulfillment of degree requirements at VCU. The grades of accepted
transfer courses are recorded as TR on the student’s VCU transcript, and
hours attempted and quality points earned are not recorded. Accepted
transfer credits are not included in the transfer student’s overall GPA at
VCU. The GPA for fulfillment of VCU degree requirements is computed
only from courses taken at VCU. The grades and quality points of transfer
courses are evaluated in the computation determining graduation
honors. Accepted quarter-hour credits recorded on the VCU transcript are
converted to semester-hour credits.

Credits earned at other institutions carrying a grade of D are not accepted
for transfer

Courses taken on the pass/fail or pass/no pass systems or courses taken
for grades of satisfactory or unsatisfactory that receive earned credits
and a satisfactory grade (or comparable passing grade) from the transfer
institution receive equivalent semester credit. Transfer credits graded

as pass/fail will not be included in the computation for determination of
academic honors at VCU.

Degree candidates must complete 30 of the last 45 credit semester hours
required for their bachelor’s degree program at this institution.

Attainment of the college/school or department minimum GPA and any
other standard requirements is required of all students, including, in

the case of the School of the Arts, a portfolio evaluation for visual arts
applicants and an audition for performing arts applicants. Applicants to
degree programs that are competitive are not guaranteed admission but
will be evaluated on the same basis as currently enrolled VCU students.

Students who have earned the A.A., A.S. or A.A.&S. degree from a VCCS
institution or Richard Bland College should refer to the articulation
agreement information in this bulletin.

Students from VCCS institutions, Richard Bland College or other two-
year institutions who have not completed the college parallel A.A., A.S. or
A.A.&S. degree will have the exact designation of their status determined
after an evaluation of acceptable credits. This evaluation is determined
by the equivalencies shown in the VCU Transfer Guide for Virginia
Community Colleges and Richard Bland College that may be accepted,
including not more than 50 percent in the major field of study. However,
the applicant should realize that more than two additional years may be
necessary to complete the degree requirements in certain curricula.

Credits earned in community college occupational or technical programs
will be judged on their own merits to determine their applicability toward
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VCU degree requirements. In addition, many accredited institutions offer
correspondence courses, which may be considered for transfer credit.

Additional sources of academic credit

VCU awards advanced standing and credit, with qualifying scores or
grades, for additional sources of academic credit. These additional
sources include: Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate,
Cambridge Advanced, College Level Examination Program, military
service credit recommended by the American Council on Education
and the DANTES Subject Standardized Test Program. Students should
consult the charts below for academic credit guidelines.

The awarding of credit is determined by the faculty. Faculty members
from the relevant academic departments review the subject curricula,
subject examinations, grade distributions and marking schemes provided
by these examination agencies. After reviewing such materials, faculty
members make informed judgments about what credit, if any, is to be
awarded. Faculty members verify such judgments through feedback
provided from student performance in more advanced courses at VCU.
Once the faculty review is complete, the University Undergraduate
Curriculum Committee provides a secondary review and then publishes
the results by means of transfer tables in the VCU Undergraduate Bulletin
indicating the examination, test score, VCU course equivalent and
number of credits awarded.

In order to be eligible for academic credit, new students must submit
transcripts and/or scores to the VCU Transfer Center before the end of
the first semester of enrollment. Official transcripts may be sent to VCU
Transfer Center, P.O. Box 842532, Richmond, VA 23284-2532. For more
information, contact the Transfer Center at (804) 827-1349.

Note: The Virginia Commonwealth University Board of Visitors gives

the University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee the authority to
review these sources of academic credit as needed. The UUCC will report
substantial changes to the board for further approval. (Approved by VCU
Board of Visitors, Nov. 10,2011.)

Credit for Advanced Placement tests of the
College Board

AP tests passed with scores of 3, 4 or 5 will, depending on the test, be
considered for advanced standing and credit for the corresponding
courses at VCU. The chart below provides information about the VCU
equivalent credit for the various AP tests.

To ensure consistency, the VCU Transfer Center is the official credit
notification point for AP credit for all university programs. Final
determination of credit will be made after test results have been received
and evaluated by the Transfer Center. Credits awarded are counted as
credits earned toward the degree, but are not used in the computation of
the student’s VCU grade-point average.

For more information, contact the Transfer Center at (804) 827-1349.
Credit for advanced placement tests of the College
Entrance Examination Board

AP examination AP score VCU equivalent VCU credit

Art History 34,5 ARTH 103, 6
ARTH 104
Art: Studio Art — 4,5 ARTF 139 1

Drawing

Art: Studio Art — 4,5
2-D-Design
Art: Studio Art — 4,5
3-D-Design

Biology 3
Biology 4
Biology 5
Calculus AB 34,5
Calculus BC 34
Calculus BC 5
Chemistry 34
Chemistry 5
Chinese 3
Language &

Culture

Chinese 45
Language &

Culture

Computer 34,5
Science A

Computer 34,5
Science

Principles

Economics — 34,5
Macro

Economics — 34,5
Micro

English Language 3,4,5
and Composition

or English

Literature and
Composition

English Language 3,4,5
and Composition

and English

Literature and
Composition
Environmental 34,5
Science

European History 3,4,5

French, German, 3
Spanish

Language &
Culture

ARTF 139

ARTF 139

BIOL 101,
BIOZ 101

BIOL 152,
BIOZ 152

BIOL 151,
BIOZ 151,
BIOL 152,
BIOZ 152

MATH 200
MATH 200

MATH 200,
MATH 201

CHEM 101,
CHEZ 101

CHEM 101,
CHEZ 101,
CHEM 102,
CHEZ 102

FRLG 101

CHIN 201,
CHIN 202

CMSC 255

CMSC 1XX

ECON 211

ECON 210

UNIV 111

UNIV 111,
ENGL 215

BIOL 103

HIST 101,
HIST 102
FREN 202,
GRMN 202,
SPAN 202



French, German,
Spanish
Language &
Culture

French, German,
Spanish
Language &
Culture

Govt. & Politics:
Comparative

Govt. & Politics:
United States
Human
Geography
Italian Language
& Culture

Italian Language
& Culture

Italian Language
& Culture

Japanese
Language &
Culture

Japanese
Language &
Culture
Latin

Music Theory
Physics 1
Physics 2
Physics C —
Electricity &
Magnetism
Physics C —
Mechanics
Psychology
Spanish
Literature &
Culture
Spanish
Literature &
Culture
Spanish
Literature &
Culture

Statistics
Statistics

U.S. History

World History

Research
(Capstone)

4

5

34,5

34,5

34,5

4,5

34,5
34,5
34,5
3,45
34,5

3,45

3,45

34,5

34,5

4,5

FREN 300,
GRMN 300,
SPAN 300

FREN 300,
GRMN 300,
SPAN 300,
FREN 301,
GRMN 301,
SPAN 301

POLI 109
POLI 103
URSP 102
ITAL 102

ITAL 201,
ITAL 202

ITAL 202, ITAL
3XX

FRLG 101

FRLG 201,
FRLG 202

LATN 201
MHIS 110
PHYS 201
PHYS 202
PHYS 208

PHYS 207

PSYC 101
SPAN 202

SPAN 330

SPAN 330,
SPAN 331

STAT 210

STAT 210 or
STAT 212

HIST 103,
HIST 104

HIST 1XX
(History elective)

UNIV 200

a b b W W

w
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Seminar 3 UNIV 111 3
(Capstone)
Seminar 45 UNIV 112 3
(Capstone)

Credit for International Baccalaureate diplomas
and courses

IB Higher Level tests passed with scores of 3-7 and Standard Level tests
passed with scores of 4-7 will, depending on the test, be considered for
advanced standing and credit for the corresponding courses at VCU. The
chart below provides information about the VCU equivalent credit for 1B
scores. Contact the VCU Transfer Center if an examination is not included
in the chart.

To ensure consistency, the VCU Transfer Center is the official credit
notification point for IB credit for all university programs. Final
determination of credit will be made after test results have been received
and evaluated by the Transfer Center. Credits awarded are counted as
credits earned toward the degree, but are not used in the computation of
the student’s VCU grade-point average.

For more information, contact the Transfer Center at (804) 827-1349.

Credit for International Baccalaureate diplomas and
courses

1B HL SL VCU VCU credit
examination equivalent
Biology 45 5,6 BIOL 101, 4
BIOZ 101
Biology 6 7 BIOL 152, 4
BIOZ 152
Biology 7 BIOL 151, 8
BIOZ 151,
BIOL 152,
BIOZ 152
Business &  4,5,6,7 56,7 BUSN 201 B
Management
Chemistry 4,5 5,6 CHEM 101, 4
CHEZ 101
Chemistry 6,7 7 CHEM 101, 8
CHEZ 101,
CHEM 102,
CHEZ 102
Computer 4,5 5,6 CMSC 255 4
Science
Computer 6,7 7 CMSC 255, 7
Science CMSC 256
Economics  4,5,6,7 56,7 ECON 203
English 4,5,6,7 56,7 UNIV 111
Language &
Literature
English B 4,5,6,7 56,7 UNIV 111 3
Environmental 5,6,7 URSP 203,
Systems URSZ 203
French B, 4 FREN 102, 4
German B, GRMN 102,

Spanish B SPAN 102
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French B, 4
German B,
Spanish B
French B, 5
German B,
Spanish B
French B, 6,7
German B,
Spanish B

Further 4,56
Mathematics

Further 7
Mathematics

Geography  4,5,6,7
History

History 4,5,6,7
Americas

History Asia & 4,5,6,7
Oceania

History 4,5,6,7
Europe

Information
Technology
in Global
Society

Latin 3
Latin 4
Latin 5,6,7
Mathematics
Mathematics 4,5,6
Mathematics 7

Mathematical

Studies

Music 4,5,6,7
Philosophy  4,5,6,7
Physics 4,5
Physics 6,7

Psychology 4,5,6,7
Social & 4,5,6,7
Cultural
Anthropology
Theatre Arts  4,5,6,7
Theory of 4,5,6,7
Knowledge

Visual Arts  4,5,6,7

5,6,7
5,6,7

6,7
5,6,7

4,5,6,7
56,7

56,7
5,6

5,6,7
5,6,7

56,7
5,6,7

5,6,7

FREN 202,
GRMN 202,
SPAN 202

FREN 300,
GRMN 300,
SPAN 300

FREN 300,
GRMN 300,
SPAN 300,
FREN 301,
GRMN 301,
SPAN 301

MATH 200,
MATH 201

MATH 200,
MATH 201,
MATH 310

URSP 102

HIST 1XX
(History
elective)

HIST 103,
HIST 104

HIST 107,
HIST 108

HIST 101,
HIST 102

none

LATN 101

LATN 102
LATN 202
MATH 151
MATH 200

MATH 200,
MATH 201

MATH 141

MHIS 105
PHIL 101
PHYS 201

PHYS 201,
PHYS 202

PSYC 101
ANTH 103

THEA 107
UNIV 1XX

ARTF 139

11

w 0~ D W DA BN

0~ W W

i

Credit for Cambridge International Examinations

The university may grant credit for Cambridge International Examinations
comprising levels Advanced and Advanced Subsidiary offered through
the University of Cambridge in England. These courses and examinations
are administered through registered CIE Centers in public high schools
throughout the United States. A-level syllabuses and exams cover
approximately two years of college-level curriculum in a subject and the
AS-level syllabus and exam covers the first year of the two-year A-level
curriculum.

Cambridge tests passed with final grades of A, B or C will, depending

on the test, be considered for advanced standing and credit for the
corresponding courses at VCU. The applicability of such credit toward the
student’s degree program is interpreted by the department or school in
which the student seeks a degree.

To ensure consistency, the VCU Transfer Center is the official credit
notification point for Cambridge A/AS credit for all university programs.
Final determination of credit will be made after test results have been
received and evaluated by the Transfer Center. Credits awarded are
counted as credits earned toward the degree, but are not used in the
computation of the student’s VCU grade-point average.

Students requesting evaluation of their Cambridge credits are to request
an official copy of their transcript from the CIE coordinators at the
student’s specific high school. Official transcripts may be sent to VCU
Transfer Center, P.O. Box 842532, Richmond, VA 23284-2532.

The chart below provides information about the VCU equivalent for
various Cambridge examinations. Contact the Transfer Center if an
examination is not included in the chart.

For more information regarding Cambridge International Examinations,
please contact the VCU Transfer Center at (804) 827-1349.

Credit for Cambridge International Examinations

Cambridge exam A-level VCU AS-level VCU VCU credit
equivalent equivalent

Biology BIOL 101/ BIOL 101/ 4
BIOZ 101 BIOZ 101

Chemistry CHEM 101/ CHEM 101/ 4
CHEZ 101 CHEZ 101

English ! UNIV 111 3

English literature ENGL 215 ENGL 215 3

Mathematics MATH 200 MATH 200 4

Mathematics ~ STAT 314 2 4

Physics PHYS 201 PHYS 101/ 4

PHYZ 101

Divinity RELS/HIST 327 2 3

Psychology PSYC 101 PSYC 101 4

Music MHIS 1XX MHIS 1XX 8

Computing CMSC 101 CMSC 101 3

Economics ECON 210-211 (6 ECON 203 3
credits)

Art and design  ARTS 1XX ARTS 1XX 3

Class/exam exclusively offered at AS-level.
Class/exam exclusively offered at A-level.



College Level Examination Program

The College Level Examination Program is designed to allow people who
have gained knowledge outside the classroom to take examinations

and receive college credit for what they have learned. CLEP scores of

50 or higher will, depending on the test, be considered for advanced
standing and credit for the corresponding courses at VCU. The chart
below provides information about the VCU equivalent credit for CLEP
scores. Contact the VCU Transfer Center if an examination is not included
in the chart.

To ensure consistency, the VCU Transfer Center is the official credit
notification point for CLEP credit for all university programs. Final
determination of credit will be made after test results have been received
and evaluated by the Transfer Center. Credits awarded are counted as
credits earned toward the degree, but are not used in the computation of
the student’s VCU grade-point average.

Procedures for new students

Students who took CLEP examinations prior to enrollment at VCU must
submit transcripts and/or score sheets to the VCU Transfer Center, 900
Park Ave., P.O. Box 842532, Richmond, VA 23284-2532.

Procedures for continuing VCU students

1. Students should obtain CLEP approval forms, information about
CLEP general and/or subject examinations, VCU course equivalency
information, optional essay requirements and CLEP applications
from the Testing Center in Hibbs Hall, First Floor, P.O. Box 842500,
Richmond, VA 23284-2500; (804) 827-8108.

2. Students should discuss the examination(s) to be taken with an
adviser and obtain permission signatures from the adviser and dean
of the school of the major on each of the three approval forms. If
the optional essay is required for a subject examination, it should be
indicated on the CLEP approval forms and on the CLEP application.

3. Students should return the completed CLEP approval forms, the
completed CLEP application and the proper fee to the Testing Center.
After receipt of these materials and fees, the examination time(s) will
be scheduled.

4. The examination score and the result of the optional essay are sent
to the dean’s office in which the student is a major for final action.
The dean then sends formal notification to the student, the Office of
Records and Registration and the student’s adviser.

Regulations for continuing VCU students

1. CLEP credit is officially awarded only to students who are fully
accepted into a VCU degree program.

2. A student may not attempt a subject or general examination if it
duplicates in part, or full, any VCU course or combination of courses
that the student has already completed or enrolled in for credit.

For example, a student who has completed courses in U.S. and
European history, sociology, anthropology and psychology, or similar
courses, is not eligible to take the social sciences and history general
examination. The dean'’s office of the school in which the student is
a major makes the decision about the appropriateness of taking a
particular examination.

3. If a student has earned CLEP subject examination credit, the student
may not take a VCU course for credit that would duplicate the CLEP
credits already earned.

4. The CLEP general examination in English composition is not
acceptable for VCU credit. Students may take the CLEP Freshman
College Composition with essay subject examination for credit
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equivalent to UNIV 111. There is no CLEP exam equivalent for

UNIV 200. In order to receive credit for the CLEP general examination
in mathematics, the student must take the Mathematics Placement
Test and test at the STAT 208, STAT 210 or MATH 200 level. To make
arrangements to take this placement test, contact the Testing Center
at (804) 827-8108. Results should be reported to the dean of the
school in which the student is a major.

5. A maximum of 54 semester credits can be earned through CLEP
examinations.

The chart below provides information about the VCU equivalent for
various CLEP examinations. Contact the VCU Transfer Center if an
examination is not included in the chart.

For more information regarding CLEP, please contact the VCU Transfer
Center at (804) 827-1349.

Credit awarded on subject tests taken through the CLEP
1

Subject exam Score VCU equivalent VCU credits
French (2 50 FREN 101- 8
semesters) FREN 102
French (4 62 FREN 101- 14
semesters) FREN 102,

FREN 201-

FREN 202
German (2 50 GRMN 101- 8
semesters) GRMN 102
German (4 63 GRMN 101- 14
semesters) GRMN 102,

GRMN 201-

GRMN 202
Spanish (2 50 SPAN 101- 8
semesters) SPAN 102
Spanish (4 66 SPAN 101- 14
semesters) SPAN 102,

SPAN 201-

SPAN 202
American 50 POLI 103 3
government
Educational 50 PSYC 305 3
psychology
History of the 50 HIST 103 3
us. 1
History of the 50 HIST 104 8
UsS.2
Human growth & 50 EDUS 301 3
development
Intro to 50 PSYC 101 3
psychology
Intro to sociology 50 SOCY 101 3
Western 50 HIST 101 8
civilization 1
Western 50 HIST 102 3
civilization 2
College algebra 50 MATH 141 3
Calculus 50 MATH 200 3
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Chemistry 50 CHEM 101- 6
CHEM 102

College 50 MATH 131 3

mathematics

Pre-calculus 50 MATH 151 3

General biology 50 BIOL 101 OR 3
BIOL 151

General biology 70 BIOL 151- 6
BIOL 152

Financial 50 ACCT 203 3

accounting

Info systems & 50 INFO 360 3

computer apps

Intro to business 50 SCMA 323 3

law

Principles of 50 MKTG 301 3

marketing

Microeconomics 50 ECON 210 3

Macroeconomics 50 ECON 211 3

College 50 UNIV 111 3

composition

Decisions regarding VCU equivalents were made in consultation with
the VCU departments.

Undergraduate credit by examination

Recognizing that VCU enrolls students of varying backgrounds and
experiences, the university provides its students the opportunity to
accelerate their education through credit by examination. The following
outline describes conditions under which credit by examination may be
given and the procedure for doing so.

1. With the approval of the dean, each department or program shall:

a. Determine which, if any, courses shall be available for credit by
examination. The student should check with the department
offering course work in the area in which he or she wishes to take
credit by examination for a list of the courses so designated.

b. Determine the types of examinations, standards of evaluation and
evaluators for the courses so designated.

c. Determine the qualifications for students to be eligible to take the
examinations.

2. The examinations, if available, may be taken by any enrolled student
during the fall and spring semesters and during the summer session.

3. The student wishing to take credit by examination must meet the
following requirements:

a. Not have received a grade listed in this bulletin, including AU or W
for the course for which credit by examination is sought. Also, the
student should not have been granted transfer credit for a similar
course taken elsewhere.

b. Be a currently enrolled student as certified by the examining
department.

c. Meet departmental and school eligibility requirements as
evidenced by the written approval of the chair of the examining
department.

4. After consultation with the major adviser and within the first four
weeks of a semester or the first week of a summer session, the
student must complete the Credit by Examination Approval Form

with the department chair. The form, available from the department,
should be left with the chair when it is completed.

5. Within two weeks, the student is notified by the dean’s office of the
time and place of examination.

6. After notification, but before taking the exam, the student must pay
the university cashier the fee established by VCU for each credit
being sought. As verification of payment, the student presents the
receipt to the department chair before the examination is taken.

7. After the examination is taken, the results and the examination are
sent to the dean'’s office, which notifies the student of the results.

If the student passes the examination, the course title, credits

earned and the grade CR are recorded on the student’s permanent
academic record. Credits so earned are applied toward the graduation
requirement for total credits. However, these credits are not included
in the computation of the student’s GPA.

Military service and ROTC courses

The university may grant credit for formal military service school courses
offered by the various branches of the U.S. armed forces. The guidelines
for granting such credits include:

1. The positive recommendation of the Commission on Accreditation of
Service Experiences of the American Council on Education as stated
in the most recent edition of “A Guide to the Evaluation of Educational
Experiences in the Armed Services” (acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/
Military-Guide-Online.aspx (http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/
Pages/Military-Guide-Online.aspx)).

2. Acceptable scores earned on subject tests taken through Defense
Activity for Non-traditional Education Support, a college-credit-by-
exam-agency. The DANTES Subject Standardized Tests program
is an extensive series of examinations in college subject areas
that are comparable to the final or end-of-course examinations in
undergraduate courses.

3. Acceptable scores earned on subject tests taken through the College
Level Examination Program, a college-credit-by-exam program.

4. NOTE: Credit is not awarded for experiential learning.

The applicability of such credit toward the student’s degree program

is interpreted by the department or school in which the student seeks

a degree. Credits accepted are counted as credits earned toward the
degree, but are not used in the computation of the student’s GPA.
Students should consult with the assistant or associate dean for
undergraduate affairs of the school or college for further details about the
procedures for awarding credit for military service school courses.

Credit is accepted directly from each of the above agencies. Students in
all branches of the military may request their military transcripts from the
Joint Service Transcript System online at https://jst.doded.mil/smart/
welcome.do.

Military students may request their score sheets from the following
website:

+ CLEP and DSST subject exams: dantes.doded.mil/service-members/
transcripts (http://dantes.doded.mil/service-members/transcripts)

Transcripts and/or score sheets may be sent to VCU Transfer Center, 900
Park Ave., P.0O. Box 842532, Richmond, VA 23284-2532.

Army ROTC is open to any VCU student. Advanced standing may be
granted to veterans, Junior ROTC graduates or members of the Reserves/
National Guard after the department chair’s review of academic records
and verification of ROTC academic alignment. The number of credits



accepted toward graduation requirements is determined by each
school. See Military Science and Leadership (p. 137) in the College of
Humanities and Sciences section of this bulletin.

Military credits awarded (from AARTS/SMARTS
transcripts) based on ACE recommendations

(Additional credit may be awarded on a case-by-case basis.])

Course Recommended
credit

Physical 1-3

conditioning/

fitness

First aid 1-3

Military science/ 1-3
leadership

Personal/ 1-3
community

health

Oral 1-3
communications
Personnel 1-3
supervision/
management

Basic math 1-3
Computer 1-3
technology

Technical writing 1-3

Human resources 1-3
management

Decisions regarding VCU equivalents were made in consultation with

the VCU departments.

VCU equivalent

HPEX 1XX

HPEX 1XX

MILS 101

HPEX 1XX

SPCH 121

MGMT 1XX

MATH 1XX

INFO 1XX

ENGL 1XX
MGMT 1XX

Credit

1-3

1-3
1-3

1-3

Credit awarded for DSST subject exams through

DANTES'

DSST exam Score
Technical writing

Intro to

computing
Contemporary 48
Western Europe,

1946-1990

Intro to modern 44
Middle East
Human/cultural 48
geography

Ethics in America 46-400
Criminal justice
Fundamentals of

college algebra

General 47
anthropology

Intro to law
enforcement

VCU equivalent
No equivalent
No equivalent

HIST 1XX

HIST 1XX

URSP 102

PHIL 2XX
No equivalent
No equivalent

ANTH 103

No equivalent

VCU credit
0
0

Lifespan 46
development

psychology

Physical geology 46
Principles of 47
physical science |
Principles of 48/400
statistics

Management 46/400
information

systems

Human resource 46
management
Introductionto 46
business
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PSYC 304 3
ENVS 105 3
PHYS 101 3
STAT 208 3
INFO 360 3
MGMT 2XX 3
BUSN 201 3

Decisions regarding VCU equivalents were made in consultation with

the VCU departments.

Credit awarded on subject tests taken through the CLEP
1

Subject exam Score

French (2 50
semesters)
French (4 62
semesters)
German (2 50
semesters)
German (4 63
semesters)
Spanish (2 50
semesters)
Spanish (4 66
semesters)
American 50
government
Educational 50
psychology

History of the 50
us.1

History of the 50
us.2

Human growth & 50
development

Intro to 50
psychology
Intro to sociology 50
Western 50
civilization 1
Western 50

civilization 2

VCU equivalent VCU credits

FREN 101- 8
FREN 102

FREN 101- 14
FREN 102,

FREN 201-

FREN 202

GRMN 101- 8
GRMN 102

GRMN 101- 14
GRMN 102,

GRMN 201-

GRMN 202

SPAN 101- 8
SPAN 102

SPAN 101- 14
SPAN 102,

SPAN 201-

SPAN 202

POLI 103 3
PSYC 305 3
HIST 103 3
HIST 104 3
EDUS 301 3
PSYC 101 3
SOCY 101

HIST 101

HIST 102 3
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College algebra 50 MATH 141 3

Calculus 50 MATH 200 3

Chemistry 50 CHEM 101- 6
CHEM 102

College 50 MATH 131 3

mathematics

Pre-calculus 50 MATH 151 3

General biology 50 BIOL 101 OR 3
BIOL 151

General biology 70 BIOL 151- 6
BIOL 152

Financial 50 ACCT 203 3

accounting

Info systems & 50 INFO 360 3

computer apps

Intro to business 50 SCMA 323 3

law

Principles of 50 MKTG 301 3

marketing

Microeconomics 50 ECON 210

Macroeconomics 50 ECON 211

College 50 UNIV 111 3

composition

Decisions regarding VCU equivalents were made in consultation with
the VCU departments.

Credits earned through the International

Student Exchange Program

Credits earned by a VCU student through ISEP appear on the student’s
transcript, but are not included in the computation of the student’s
cumulative GPA. See the Education Abroad (p. 522) section of this
bulletin. This policy became effective July 1990.

Credits for dual-enrollment courses

Qualified students who have taken college-level work while still enrolled
in a secondary school may receive academic credit. Courses taken

as dual enrollment will be treated as VCU courses or transfer credits
according to the evaluation guidelines (p. 17).

Approved by VCU Board of Visitors, Nov. 10,2011. The Virginia
Commonwealth University Board of Visitors gives the University
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee the authority to review these
sources of academic credit as needed. The UUCC will report substantial
changes to the board for further approval.

Senior Citizens Higher Education Program

A senior citizen is any person, who, before the beginning of any semester
in which they claim entitlement to the senior citizen educational benefit
is 60 years of age and has had legal domicile in the commonwealth of
Virginia for one year. The senior citizen may take courses without paying
tuition or mandatory fees, except for course-/program-related fees, under
certain conditions. If the senior citizen had a taxable income of not more
than $23,850 for Virginia income tax purposes for the year preceding the
year in which enrollment is sought, the individual may take a course for
academic credit. If the person's taxable income exceeded $23,850, the

individual may only audit the course for free. A senior citizen, regardless
of income level, may take a noncredit course for free.

No limit is placed on the number of terms, quarters or semesters in which
a senior citizen who is not enrolled for academic credit may register

for courses, but the individual can take no more than three noncredit
courses in any one semester. There will be no restriction on the number
of courses that may be taken for credit in any semester, or on the number
of semesters in which an eligible senior citizen may take courses for
credit. Upon determination that a person qualifies as a senior citizen,

the university may require the senior citizen to submit the appropriate
documents verifying their income, in addition to the completed senior
citizen waiver form each semester in which the senior citizen requests
enrollment for credit.

The two additional conditions listed below shall be met before a senior
citizen may take a course under the provisions of this program:

1. The senior citizen shall meet the appropriate admission requirements
of the institution in which the student plans to enroll.

2. The senior citizen may be admitted to a course only on a space-
available basis after all tuition-paying students have been
accommodated, unless the senior citizen has completed 75 percent
of the degree requirements necessary for a degree. At such time in
the senior citizen’s program, the senior citizen can enroll in courses at
the same time as other tuition-paying students.

Enrichment and acceleration
opportunities

Special honors programs and courses are offered at the university. Refer
to the appropriate school sections of this bulletin for further information.
Interdisciplinary honors courses designed for superior freshmen in any
program are also available.

Early admission program

The early admission program permits exceptional students the
opportunity to enroll in undergraduate programs at the university as
freshmen after the completion of the junior year of high school. The
program is available to students who demonstrate readiness for college
by their high school record, SAT results and in an interview with an
admissions counselor. Applicants for the early admission program
must present a minimum GPA of 3.5 and minimum combined SAT
scores of 1180 (on the critical reading and math sections of the test
only) or demonstrate exceptional talent in their intended area of study.
Additionally, early admission applicants must be within two of the
required units for graduation and have the written approval of the high
school principal (or designee) to seek admission to college as full-time
undergraduate students. Candidates interested in this program should
contact the Office of Admissions for further information.

Advanced scholars program

Qualified high school students from Richmond and surrounding area high
schools may be permitted to carry college-level courses at the university
while concurrently completing the high school diploma. Students may
select courses of interest and, upon successful completion of the
courses, may receive college credit. However, courses selected should
not be available in the high school curriculum.



Candidates must be nominated and approved by the secondary school
principal. A maximum of 100 candidates are accepted each semester and
candidates may enroll in no more than two courses per semester.

As a guide to secondary schools, the following criteria for selection are
considered.

1. Each candidate must be nominated and approved by the secondary
school principal.

2. Each candidate must have achieved a total of 1180 points on the SAT
or 118 on the PSAT, and a minimum GPA of 3.2 on a 4.0 scale

3. Each candidate must be a high school junior or senior.
4. The desired courses to be studied must be available and appropriate.

5. All parties should emphasize that tuition is charged for courses taken
as an advanced scholar.

Notification forms and other information may be obtained from the Office
of Admissions, Virginia Commonwealth University, P.O. Box 842526,
Richmond, VA 23284-2526 or (804) 828-1222.

Teacher cadet program

The teacher cadet program is a highly selective program for students
who have expressed an interest in pursuing teaching as a career. The
program follows a rigorous curriculum that is standardized throughout
Virginia public schools. Qualified high school students from Richmond
and surrounding area may be permitted to take EDUS 101 as a college-
level course at the university while concurrently completing the high
school diploma.

Participating students must meet the following requirements established
by the Virginia Department of Education:

+ Maintain, at minimum, a 2.7 GPA or its equivalent
+ Submit three satisfactory teacher recommendations
+ Submit an application that includes a brief essay

In addition, students must be approved by the secondary school principal
and, if the student is under the age of 18, must submit documentation of
parental approval.

Students successfully completing the course with a grade of B will
receive three undergraduate credits that can be used toward electives

in the VCU School of Education’s five-year extended teacher preparation
program. For more information about the teacher cadet program, contact
the VCU School of Education at (804) 827-2670 or soessc@vcu.edu.

Orientation

The university provides orientation to all new undergraduate students.
Orientation programs are designed to increase the students’ awareness
of the university's programs, services and facilities and to provide
opportunities for faculty advising and registration for their first semester
of classes.

After acceptance to the university, students are sent detailed information
regarding the orientation program. Included in the summer orientation
program is a program for the parents of freshman students that is
especially helpful to their understanding of the university and its future
relationship to their sons and daughters.

For additional information about orientation, visit the website of the
Office of New Student and Family Programs (http://nsfp.vcu.edu). For

vcu 25

information regarding orientation to MCV Campus programs, contact the
individual department.

Readmission guidelines

Readmission is subject to individual degree program requirements.
Contact the program department or consult the appropriate program
portion of this bulletin for specific information.

Students who withdraw from all courses after the first week of the
semester are considered to have been enrolled for that semester. A
student who does not attend VCU for three or more successive fall

and spring semesters (excluding summer sessions), must submit

an application for readmission to the Office of Admissions. See the
undergraduate readmission/continuous enrollment chart below for
details on readmission and continuous enrollment. Students who have
attended another institution and wish to return after the allowable
absence period or who have been suspended since their last enrollment
at VCU also must apply for readmission. This application must be made
before the application submission date for the semester in which the
student plans to return.

Students who wish to return to VCU after enrolling at another institution
are considered readmission applicants and should submit official
transcripts from the colleges attended since last enrolled at VCU.
Students who attend another institution during periods of suspension
from VCU are considered readmitted students for admission purposes. If
readmitted, they assume their VCU GPA and academic status; any course
work taken at another institution during the suspension will be evaluated
according to regular procedures.

Readmission applicants who wish to change their majors may have

to meet additional requirements for some programs. Applicants to the
School of the Arts must submit supplemental materials as described in
the application for undergraduate admission.

Students may apply for readmission to VCU for the semester following
completion of the first suspension period (two semesters, one of

which may be summer). Under certain circumstances, students may

be considered for readmission from the second and final suspension
after a period of five years. Students on second suspension who wish to
return before the required completion of the five-year suspension period
must appeal their readmission to the Academic Regulations Appeals
Committee. Students should contact the dean'’s office of the school

or college from which they were suspended to initiate this process.

For more information on suspension policies, refer to the section on
continuance in academic programs (p. 63).

Applicants who have been suspended from the university for
nonacademic or disciplinary reasons are referred to the Office of the Vice
Provost for Student Affairs for pre-admission clearance.

Undergraduate readmission/continuous
enroliment chart

A student who does not attend VCU for three or more successive fall and
spring semesters, excluding summer session, must submit an application
for readmission to the Office of Admissions. Students who have attended
another institution and wish to return after the allowable absence period
or who have been suspended since their last enrollment at VCU also must
apply for readmission.

The semester appearing in the “Must return semester” column associated
with the term in the “Last enrolled semester” column denotes when
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a student must return to remain in continuous enrollment. If an
undergraduate student wishes to return after the “must return semester,”
they are required to apply for readmission.

Summers are not included in the calculation of the allowable absence
period. If a student chooses to return during the summer, the calculation
of the allowable absence period is reset and begins anew with the
following fall semester, thus summers are included under the “Last
Enrolled Semester” column.

Last enrolled semester Must return semester

Spring 2016 Fall 2017
Summer 2016 Fall 2017
Fall 2016 Spring 2018
Spring 2017 Fall 2018
Summer 2017 Fall 2018
Fall 2017 Spring 2019
Spring 2018 Fall 2019
Summer 2018 Fall 2019
Fall 2018 Spring 2020
Spring 2019 Fall 2020
Summer 2019 Fall 2020
Fall 2019 Spring 2021
Spring 2020 Fall 2021
Summer 2020 Fall 2021
Fall 2020 Spring 2022
Spring 2021 Fall 2022
Summer 2021 Fall 2022
Fall 2021 Spring 2023
Spring 2022 Fall 2023
Summer 2022 Fall 2023
Fall 2022 Spring 2024
Spring 2023 Fall 2024
Summer 2023 Fall 2024
Fall 2023 Spring 2025
Spring 2024 Fall 2025
Summer 2024 Fall 2025
Fall 2024 Spring 2026
Spring 2025 Fall 2026
Summer 2025 Fall 2026
Fall 2025 Spring 2027
Spring 2026 Fall 2027
Summer 2026 Fall 2027
Fall 2026 Spring 2028
Spring 2027 Fall 2028
Summer 2027 Fall 2028
Fall 2027 Spring 2029
Spring 2028 Fall 2029
Summer 2028 Fall 2029
Fall 2028 Spring 2030
Spring 2029 Fall 2030
Summer 2029 Fall 2030
Fall 2029 Spring 2031
Spring 2030 Fall 2031

Summer 2030 Fall 2031

The Honors College and guaranteed
admission

For detailed information on admission to The Honors College and the
Guaranteed Admission Program, see The Honors College (p. 526)
section of this bulletin.

Tuition, fees and expenses

Student Accounting Department

1015 Floyd Avenue

P.O. Box 843036

Richmond, Virginia 23284-3036

Phone: (804) 828-2228

Email: stuacctg@vcu.edu

accounting.vcu.edu (http://accounting.vcu.edu)

Danielle L. Mitchell
Director

The Student Accounting Department is located at 1015 Floyd Avenue.
The department is responsible for the assessment, billing and collection
of tuition, room, board and other university fees. The department also
bills third party payers for VCU charges and issues refunds to eligible
students.

For more information regarding policies and procedures, refer to
the Student Accounting website at accounting.vcu.edu (http://
accounting.vcu.edu).

Fees and expenses

Students must pay all applicable tuition, fees, room and board when due,
as described in this section. Students are notified at their official VCU
email address when their bills are available on the billing and payment
site. No paper bills are sent to enrolled students. Tuition and fees for
preregistered students, along with charges for housing and dining plans
where applicable, are due by the official start of each semester. After

the registration period all other students are sent a notification at their
official VCU email address when their electronic bill has been issued

and should pay by the payment due date indicated on the electronic
invoice. Students who fail to pay these charges on time may be assessed
a late payment fee. The university reserves the right to revise or alter all
tuition and fees, regulations pertaining to student fees, and fee collection
procedures at any time. In addition to expenses billed by the university,
students should make allowances for books, clothing, supplies, travel and
other out-of-pocket costs when figuring their total yearly expenses at the
university.

Student financial responsibility
Students who enroll are responsible for:

+ Full payment of tuition and fees generated from their registration

+ Full payment of all charges for housing and dining services and other
applicable miscellaneous charges

+ Keeping a current mailing address on file with Enrollment Services
(Refunds and tax forms are not issued to students with inactive
mailing addresses.)



+ Establishing an official VCU email address and reading their email on
aregular basis, since email will be used to notify students when their
invoices are available in the payment and billing site

Note: Paper bills are not sent to enrolled students. Failure to
acknowledge and review the electronic invoice does not relieve
responsibility for timely payments. Other important notifications are also
sent to the official VCU email address.

Tuition and fees

Tuition and fees are categorized and described on the Student
Accounting website at accounting.vcu.edu/tuition (http://
www.accounting.vcu.edu/tuition). The university reserves the right to
revise or alter all fees, regulations pertaining to student fees, and fee
collection procedures at any time.

Outstanding charges

A student who fails to remit payments when due may be assessed a late
payment fee and is denied registration for future classes until he or she
has paid all amounts owed to the university. Students with balances
owed the university are not issued degrees, or official transcripts, until all
charges are paid in full.

Student accounts with balances owed the university are referred to the
collection unit. Pursuant to Section 2.2-4805 et. seq., of the Code of
Virginia, and in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the
state comptroller and attorney general of the commonwealth of Virginia,
VCU will charge interest, costs and fees on all accounts past due.

Students are reminded that they are ultimately responsible for any unpaid
balance on their account as a result of the Office of Financial Aid or their
sponsor canceling or reducing the award. The student remains financially
responsible for the charges deferred on the basis of any financial aid if
later the student is determined ineligible. Students are also responsible
for ensuring that all necessary actions have been taken to receive their
financial aid awards. Also see the federal financial aid refund policy.

Any communication disputing an amount owed, including an instrument
tendered as full satisfaction of a debt, must be submitted to the Director
of Student Accounting, Student Accounting Department, P.O. Box
843036, Richmond, VA 23284.

VCU participates in the Virginia Set-off Debt Collection Act of 1981.
Under the provisions of this act, a Virginia individual income tax refund is
subject to the university’s claim for unpaid balances of tuition and fees.

Dishonored payment items

A charge of $50 will be levied for all dishonored payment items. Returned
payment items include returned checks and dishonored credit or

debit card payments. A student who pays a past-due balance with a
dishonored payment item may be subject to having his or her current
and/or future registration cancelled.

Loan repayment

Before graduation or withdrawal from the university, students may be
required to attend a loan counseling exit session. Refer to the “Academic
regulations and general degree requirements (p. 52)" section of this
bulletin for details.

Tuition determination and student classification

Tuition is determined by the number of credit hours a student is taking,
the student’s residency classification, course of study and classification
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level. For in-state tuition benefits, the student must comply with
Section 23-7.4 of the Code of Virginia (http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/
legp504.exe?000+cod+23-7.4).

All applicants to VCU who wish to be considered for in-state tuition
rates as Virginia residents must submit the application for Virginia in-
state tuition rates, which is part of the application for undergraduate
admission. The residency determination of the applicant is conveyed at
the time of admission.

New and continuing students initially classified as non-Virginians

for tuition purposes may request a review of the initial residency
determination by completing an application for change of domicile
available from the Office of Records and Registration (online). The
student must present clear and convincing evidence that he or she is not
residing in the state primarily to attend school. The application deadline
is 30 days prior to the start of the semester, and it is the responsibility of
the student to establish or to file an appeal to change his/her residency
classification prior to the start of classes for the semester under
consideration. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, applications
received after the start of the semester must be considered for the next
semester. Submit completed applications with documentation to the
university residency appeals officer. Processing may require four to

six weeks; therefore it is strongly recommended that applications be
submitted earlier than the stated deadline.

The university's service to students is limited to assuring that they
understand the procedures for appealing and that they have access to
information about the relevant sections of the Code of Virginia. VCU
provides information about the steps of the process and access to the
applicable sections of the statute and the associated guidelines. The
university also provides qualified staff to review the appeals and make
decisions based on the information students provide. The office cannot
provide advisement to students as to how to present their case for
review; staff members cannot become the student’s advocate since their
office must make the decision.

Students approved for a change to in-state status for tuition purposes are
notified by mail with copies of their approval letters sent to the Office of
Financial Aid and the Student Accounting Department. Students denied
this status are also notified by mail. The denial letter informs the student
of procedures for appeal of this decision, to include filing an appeal with
the University Residency Appeals Committee. Students who submit
fraudulent applications, falsify documentation or conceal information will
be subject to reclassification, payment of all nonresident fees owed and
university discipline.

Please note that a student with in-state status for tuition purposes who
exceeds 125 percent of the credit hours needed to complete his program
will be assessed a tuition surcharge.

Tuition and fees charges

Students accepted into an undergraduate degree program who accept
the offer of admission must pay a nonrefundable tuition deposit (amount
of deposit may vary according to program). This deposit is credited
toward the tuition charge for the first semester. If the student accepts the
offer, pays the fee, then decides not to enroll for the intended semester,
the deposit is forfeited.

Undergraduate students who are newly admitted to an undergraduate
degree or certificate program beginning in or after the fall 2013 semester
are classified as “non-block” for tuition-assessment purposes. Non-block
students registered for less than 15 credit hours are charged tuition at a
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per-credit-hour rate. If registered for 15 or more credit hours, tuition for
the additional credits (15 and more) will be assessed at a reduced per-
credit-hour rate.

Undergraduate students who were initially enrolled in a degree or
certificate program prior to the fall 2013 semester and are not required
to reapply for admission to the university are classified as “block” for
tuition-assessment purposes. Part-time undergraduate students, those
enrolled in fewer than 12 credit hours, are charged tuition on a per-
credit-hour rate based on their program. Tuition is charged at a flat rate
from 12 to 18 credit hours and at a per-credit-hour rate (overload fee)
for more than 18 credit hours during any semester for block students.
Students classified as Virginia residents pay lower tuition than out-of-
state students. See additional information on an academic overload in
the “Registration policies (p. 54)" section of this chapter.

In addition to tuition, students must pay the mandatory fees described in
this section.

Holiday intersession courses are billed on the spring semester’s invoice,
but are computed separately from the spring semester's charges. The
cost of a holiday intersession course is the standard per-credit-hour
tuition with no fees based on the student’s classification and program.

Nondegree-seeking students who hold bachelor’s degrees are classified
as DHG (degree-holder graduate) if they enroll in one or more graduate
courses. DHG students registered for fewer than nine credit hours are
charged a graduate per-credit-hour rate. If they enroll in nine or more
credits, they are charged at the full-time graduate rate. Nondegree-
seeking students who hold undergraduate degrees are classified as DHU
(degree-holder undergraduate) if they enroll in all undergraduate courses.
DHU students registered for less than 15 credit hours are charged tuition
at a per-credit-hour rate. If registered for 15 or more credit hours, tuition
for the additional credits (15 and more) will be assessed at a reduced per-
credit-hour rate.

Courses offered through the Office of Continuing and Professional
Education are assessed tuition and fee charges in addition to the
standard tuition and fee rates.

If students make changes to their course enroliment by the end of the
add/drop week, their classification and charges change in accordance
with these guidelines.

University fee

This fee is used by the university to support student facilities, campus
development, intercollegiate athletics and other programs. Full-time
students pay a flat-rate university fee each semester. Part-time students
pay this fee on a per-credit basis.

Student activity fee

This fee is used to support social, cultural and other student activities
on the Monroe Park Campus. These activities include concerts, plays,
student organizations and publications.

Full-time students on the Monroe Park Campus pay a flat-rate student
activity fee, while part-time students on this campus pay this fee on a per-
credit basis. Students on the MCV Campus are not charged this fee.

Student Government Association fee

This fee is used to support social, cultural and other student activities on
the MCV Campus. Monroe Park Campus students are not charged this
fee.

Student health fee

All full-time students on both campuses must pay the student health
fee. Part-time students may participate in the University Student Health
Services on an elective basis by paying the student health fee. USHS
offers unlimited office visits for acute and chronic ailments, after-hours
phone advice for an urgent medical problem and most laboratory tests
associated with acute illnesses ordered by the USHS staff, among other
services. The fee does not cover accidental injury, emergency room
visits or hospitalization. More specific information as to what is covered
and not covered by the fee is available on the USHS website (http://
www.students.vcu.edu/health/services).

Technology fee

The technology fee is charged to all undergraduate, graduate and
professional students in all programs. Full-time students pay a flat rate.
Part-time students pay a per-credit-hour rate. The fee is used to fund
improved access and assistance with information technology.

Library fee

The library fee is charged to all undergraduate, graduate and professional
students in all programs. Full-time students pay a flat rate. Part-time
students pay a per-credit-hour rate. Fee revenues are used to sustain
around-the-clock services in James Branch Cabell Library and the new
library facility, expand hours at the Tompkins-McCaw Library, strengthen
digital tools and generally support operating costs for VCU Libraries.

Capital outlay fee

The capital outlay fee is charged to all full-time and part-time non-Virginia
resident, on-campus students. Full-time students pay a flat rate. Part-
time students pay a per-credit-hour rate. The fee is mandated by the
General Assembly with revenues used to reimburse the state for debt
service costs attributable to nonresident students related to financing of
buildings and equipment.

UC campus learning fee

The UC campus learning fee is charged to all freshmen, sophomores and
juniors. The fee supports tutors, supplemental instruction leaders and
writing consultants for undergraduates.

Online course fee

The online course fee is charged for undergraduate and graduate online
courses. The fee covers operational and personnel support to develop
and maintain online courses.

Off-campus fees

The university fee, the student activity fee, the Student Government
Association fee and the student health fee are not charged to students
taking off-campus classes (except School of Social Work).

Special fees

Because of specialized programs, various schools and departments
may charge each student additional fees to cover special materials,
equipment breakage and other costs. For specific information about
special fees, refer to the Student Accounting Department (http://



www.enrollment.vcu.edu/accounting) website or to the specific school or
department section in this bulletin.

Housing and dining fees
Housing fees

A nonrefundable prepayment fee of $250 is required for new students
at the time the housing/dorm application is submitted and is credited
toward the student'’s first-semester housing costs. New and continuing
students should refer to cancellation deadlines established by VCU
Residential Life and Housing if they wish to be released from their
contractual obligations. After these dates, cancellations are not
permitted and students will be held to the terms and conditions of their
housing contracts. Students are advised to carefully read the terms and
conditions of their housing contracts prior to signing.

Half the yearly housing cost is charged to the student’s account each
semester and is paid the same time that tuition and other fees are

due. Additionally, students will be held responsible for the cost of any
damages to their room, its furnishings and its common living area during
their residency.

Housing contracts extend through the nine-month academic year or for a
12-month period, depending upon the type of residence hall assignment.
Students are not released from their housing contract between
semesters. Questions regarding housing contracts should be directed to
VCU Residential Life and Housing via email at vcuhousing@vcu.edu or by
calling (804) 828-7666.

Dining fees

Dining plans are available to enrolled students who are in good financial
standing with the university. All undergraduate students residing in
university housing, other than VCU apartment residents, are required to
purchase one of the essential dining plans through VCUDine. If a dining
plan is not selected, students will be assigned and billed for the 200
Swipe Plan + 300 Dining Dollars.

Dining plans are charged to the student’s account each semester and are
paid the same time that tuition and other fees are due. Plans added later
in the semester are subsequently billed with payment due by the due date
indicated on the ebill. Changes and cancellations to dining plans will be
accepted up to 4 p.m. on Friday, the second week of classes.

VCU dining plans consist of Swipes and Dining Dollars. Swipes provide

a specific number of meals to be used at any time during the semester

at the all-you-care-to-eat dining halls or any VCUDine retail location
participating in the VCUDine meal exchange program. More than one VCU
dining plan may be purchased per semester; however, dining plan swipes
and Dining Dollars do not carry over and are forfeited at the end of each
semester.

For a complete list of dining plans, locations and hours, see the VCUDine
(http://www.bsv.vcu.edu/dining) website.

Dining Dollars

Dining Dollars is a rechargeable declining-balance account on a student’s
dining plan that allows them to make tax-free food purchases at any VCU
dining center or VCU retail location. The tax advantage of Dining Dollars
provides an 11.3 percent savings on each VCUDine purchase. Additional
Dining Dollars may be added following the purchase of a dining plan at
any time during the semester. Additions may be made in increments of
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$25 (i.e., $25, $50, $75). Dining Dollars can be purchased by credit/debit
card online at bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood (http://www.bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood).

Dining online enrollment and payment

Online enrollment for a VCUDine plan is available at bsv.vcu.edu/
veufood (http://www.bsv.vcu.edu/vecufood). Students will be billed
through the Student Accounting Department and payment may be
made online through VCU eServices at eservices.vcu.edu (http://
www.eservices.vcu.edu).

Dining plan changes or cancellations must be made by contacting
VCUDine at (804) 828-1148 or online at bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood (http://
www.bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood). The last day to make changes or
cancellations to a plan is the Friday of the second full week of classes.

Please address all dining service concerns and questions to VCUDine,
1111 W. Broad St., Suite A, Room 131, P.0O. Box 980247, Richmond, VA
23298-0247; call (804) 828-1148; email dining@vcu.edu; or visit the
website at bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood (http://www.bsv.vcu.edu/vcufood).

Installment payment plan

The installment payment plan assists students in meeting the cost of
their higher education by offering a convenient payment option. The
university-administered IPP is offered only during the fall and spring
semesters. The plan distributes the cost of tuition, fees, housing and
dining charges for a semester into four equal installments.

All students attending the university with current charges of $100 or
more are eligible to participate. All prior semester balances must be paid
in full to be eligible.

Students who receive financial aid are also eligible for participation in the
IPP. These students may deduct their financial aid (including third party-
sponsored scholarships and 529 accounts) to determine the net total
due. These payments are not considered installment payments. If it is
$100 or more, the remaining amount may be paid in installments.

In some cases, a student may receive a financial aid refund, and then
subsequent charges for the semester are added to the student’s account.
If the student has received a refund, he or she is ineligible to participate
in the IPP unless the refund has been repaid to the university in full. The
student must then pay the initial payment and follow the instructions to
enroll in the IPP.

There is a $25 nonrefundable application fee payable with the first
installment of each semester. The IPP option must be selected each
fall and spring semester regardless of whether the student participated
during a previous semester. Interest is not assessed on the outstanding
balance. Information about how to participate in the IPP and the online
enrollment process is available on the Student Accounting website
(http://enrollment.vcu.edu/accounting/installment-payment-plan).

University refund policy

The official university tuition and fees refund policy is applicable only
for the fall and spring semesters (excluding short/nonstandard courses)
and is outlined in the table below. Refunds are calculated on a course-
by-course, per-credit-hour basis, disregarding the full-time cap amounts.
Students who are enrolled full time and withdraw from courses may not
receive a refund.
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Definition of drop vs. withdraw

Drop — Charges are removed to indicate that the student never attended
the class. The student is not eligible to receive financial aid, and any
financial aid already credited to the student’s account based on the
original course registration will be removed from the student’s account

and may create a balance due to the university.

Withdraw — Results in the academic grade of W. Charges are assessed
and adjusted according to the University Refund Policy. Students who
have been given a medical withdrawal are assessed and adjusted no

differently than other withdrawals. Students may owe a balance to the

university.

Fall and spring semesters - standard classes only

The official university tuition and fees refund policy is applicable only
for the fall and spring semesters. This table pertains to both complete
withdrawals and reduced course loads for standard classes (excluding
short/nonstandard courses). The policy is based on the weeks of the
semester and not the class meeting days (if the semester begins on

a Thursday, the first week of classes is from Thursday through the

following Wednesday).

Refunds (reduction of charges) are calculated on a course-by-course,
per credit hour basis, disregarding the full-time cap amounts for block
students and discounted tuition for non-block students. Charges are
recalculated based on the number of credit hours in which the student
remains enrolled in addition to the nonrefundable percentage portion of
credit hours for the withdrawn course(s). Students who are enrolled and
withdraw from courses may not receive a reduction in charges.

Withdrawal/drop period Student refund

Drop prior to the first
day of classes

Drop/withdraw first
week of class

Withdraw second week
of class

Withdraw third week of
class

Withdraw fourth week
of class

Withdraw after fourth
week of class

100% tuition and fees

100% tuition and fees

80% tuition and
university fee

60% tuition and
university fee

40% tuition and
university fee

0%

Retained by university
0%

0%

20% tuition and
university fee; 100% of
all other fees

40% tuition and
university fee; 100% of
all other fees

60% tuition and
university fee; 100% of
all other fees

100% all fees

Fall and spring semesters — short and nonstandard classes

This table pertains to both complete withdrawals and reduced course
loads for classes classified as nonstandard or short by the Office of
Records and Registration. A full refund for a nonstandard or short
course’s tuition and applicable fees will be granted if the course is
dropped no later than the day following the first day of a given class.
(This deadline also is applicable if the class does not meet on two
consecutive days.) No refund of tuition and fees is given for withdrawals
from short and nonstandard courses.

Withdrawal/drop period Student refund

Drop prior to the first
day of classes

100% tuition and fees

Retained by university
0%

Drop/no later than the 100% tuition and fees 0%
day following the first

day of class

Withdraw 0% 100% tuition and all

fees

Summer semester - all courses

This table pertains to both complete withdrawals and reduced course
loads for the summer semester. A full refund for summer tuition and
applicable fees will be granted if the course is dropped no later than
the day following the first day of a given class. (This deadline also is
applicable if the class does not meet on two consecutive days.) No
refund of tuition and fees is given for withdrawals during the summer
semester.

Withdrawal/drop period Student refund Retained by university

Drop prior to the first ~ 100% tuition and fees 0%
day of classes
Drop/no later than the
day following the first
day of class

Withdraw 0%

100% tuition and fees 0%

100% tuition and all
fees

Holiday intersession - all courses

This table pertains to holiday intersession courses. A full refund for
holiday intersession will be granted if the course is dropped on the day of
the first class meeting. No refunds are given for withdrawals of holiday
intersession courses.

Withdrawal/drop period Student refund Retained by university

Drop prior to the first ~ 100% tuition 0%

day of classes

Drop/no later than the  100% tuition 0%

day following the first

day of class

Withdraw 0% 100% tuition

The refund policy and deadlines of the English Language Program are
different from the university’s refund policy for academic classes. Details
of the policy may be obtained from the English Language Program in the
Global Education Office.

Students who are financial aid recipients and withdraw from all courses
prior to completing 60 percent of the semester are subject to the Federal
Return of Title IV Funds Policy. For more details see the financial aid
section of this bulletin.

Refunds will be computed based on the actual withdrawal date certified
by the Office of Records and Registration. Refunds will not be made to
students who do not attend classes and have not completed the required
withdrawal procedure. Refund processing may take approximately

two weeks. Exceptions to this refund policy are made only in rare
instances. Written application for an exception must be filed in the
Student Accounting Department to the university's Refund Waiver
Appeals Committee. Appeals must be submitted within three years from
the semester in which the student is appealing.

For information regarding cancellations and adjustments to dining
and housing charges, refer to the room and dining contract terms and
conditions or the Housing (http://www.housing.vcu.edu) and VCU Dine



(http://www.campusdish.com/en-US/CSMA/VirginiaCommonwealth/
DiningPlans) websites.

Refunds for overpayments

An overpayment from financial aid and scholarships will be refunded
automatically through the financial aid refund process, if the
overpayment occurs while the student is currently enrolled. During the fall
and spring semesters refunds will begin to be issued starting on the first
day of classes.

Requests for refunds that are not generated from the overpayment

of financial aid should be made in writing to VCU Student Accounting
Department, P.0. Box 843036, Richmond, VA 23284-3036. Refund request
forms are available at the Student Services Centers and on the Student
Accounting website (http://www.accounting.vcu.edu).

In accordance with credit card regulations, the university will refund the
credit card account with any credit balance that may result on a student’s
account as the outcome of a credit card payment. The remaining credit
balance, if any, will be refunded to the student.

Students are responsible for paying any increase in charges that may
occur after the generation of any refund. Students are also responsible
for paying an outstanding balance as a result of cancelled or reduced
financial aid.

Military services tuition relief, refund and
reinstatement guidelines

These guidelines apply to students whose service in the uniformed
services (military) has necessitated their sudden withdrawal or prolonged
absence from their enrollment at Virginia Commonwealth University and
provides for the required re-enrollment of such students. Students are
offered the following enrollment secession options:

1. Drop all courses before the end of the add/drop period and receive
a full reduction of tuition and fee charges. Students residing in
university housing and participating in a dining plan will be released
from their housing and dining service contracts and will receive a
prorated refund of these charges. Students will be asked to sign
the drop request form with the director of military student services
indicating that they are not receiving a financial aid refund. If the
reduction of charges results in an overpayment on the account after
any financial aid or third party awards have been reduced, the student
will be issued a refund.

This option might best meet the needs of students who are called to
active duty service during the first week of school and did not receive
a financial aid refund check or direct deposit.

2. Receive a grade of Incomplete (IM — incomplete military) in one or
all courses. Students residing in university housing will be released
from their housing and dining service contracts and will receive a
prorated refund of these charges. Students who chose to take a
grade of IM will not have tuition and fees reduced for these courses
because, upon receipt of an approved change of grade, credits will
still be earned for the semester. Students will have 12 months from
the date that they return from active service to complete the course
work and earn a course grade. If a student received financial aid, the
amount recovered to the financial aid accounts will follow the Federal
Financial Aid Refund Policy.

This option might best meet the needs of students who have
essentially completed all course work in a class for the semester,
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but have yet to turn in a final project, an exam or other materials. It
should be agreed upon between the instructor and the student that
the remaining course work can reasonably be completed during the
12-month period.

3. Accept administrative withdrawal (WM — withdrawn military) from
all courses as of the effective date of the orders to active duty. If this
option is elected, a full refund of all tuition, fees and prorated room
and dining charges will be made. If a student received financial aid,
the amount recovered to the financial aid accounts will follow the
Federal Financial Aid Refund Policy. If the reductions of charges
results in an overpayment on the account after any financial aid or
third party awards have been reduced, the student will be issued a
refund.

This option might best meet the needs of students who are called to
national service in the middle of a semester and have not completed
75 percent of their class requirements. This option also might best
meet the needs of students who are leaving the university during the
first week of class and received a financial aid refund check or direct
deposit as a result of their financial aid.

4. Students who have completed 75 percent of the course requirements
at the time of military activation and, notwithstanding certain
exceptions noted below, who meet requirements as determined and
agreed upon by the faculty instructor and the student may receive full
course credit.

Students may receive full course credit if 75 percent of course
requirements have been completed, under certain circumstances. The
instructor is responsible for determining what percentage of course
requirements have been completed based on factors to include but
not limited to contact time, examinations, projects, work experience
and clinical experience. The awarding of full credit cannot be made
where the incomplete requirements are essential components of

the course or program required by law or regulatory bodies, required
for competency in the work place, or required to complete licensure
examinations.

Leaving the university

To initiate this process, the student must provide the Office of Military
Student Services with a copy of his or her active duty orders in addition
to a printed copy of his or her course registration for that semester and
indicate Option 1, 2, 3 or 4 for each course. If Option 4 is selected, the
student must provide documentation from the instructor. The director of
military student services will forward all documentation to the university
registrar to take the appropriate enrollment action, post the appropriate
grades and send a copy of the orders and a copy of the student course
request statement to the director of financial aid and the director of
student accounting.

Returning to the university

Students who withdrew from the university as a result of military
deployment, mobilizations or duty changes are entitled to return without
having to requalify for admission so long as the student (a) returns after
a cumulative absence of no more than five years and (b) notifies the
appropriate admissions office of the intent to return to the university not
later than three years after the completion of military service obligation.
The student may return to the university in the same program of study.
With the consultation of an adviser, a comparable program of study may
be chosen for discontinued programs.
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Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act
of 2014

codified in 38USC3679(c)

The following individuals shall be charged a rate of tuition not to exceed
the in-state rate for tuition and fees purposes:

* A veteran using educational assistance under either chapter
30 (Montgomery G.I. Bill — Active Duty Program) or chapter 33
(Post-9/11 G.I. Bill), of title 38, United States Code, who lives in
Virginia while attending a school located in Virginia (regardless of
his/her formal state of residence) and enrolls in the school within
three years of discharge or release from a period of active duty
service of 90 days or more

Anyone using transferred Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits (38 U.S.C. § 3319)
who lives in Virginia while attending a school located in Virginia
(regardless of his/her formal state of residence) and enrolls in the
school within three years of the transferor’s discharge or release from
a period of active duty service of 90 days or more

+ Anyone described above while he or she remains continuously
enrolled (other than during regularly scheduled breaks between
courses, semesters or terms) at the same school. The person so
described must have enrolled in the school prior to the expiration
of the three year period following discharge or release as described
above and must be using educational benefits under either chapter
30 or chapter 33, of title 38, United States Code

+ Anyone using benefits under the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
David Fry Scholarship (38 U.S.C. § 3311(b)(9)) who lives in Virginia
while attending a school located in Virginia (regardless of his/her
formal state of residence)

* Anyone using transferred Post-9/11 G.1. Bill benefits (38 U.S.C. §
3319) who lives in Virginia while attending a school located in Virginia
(regardless of his/her formal state of residence) and the transferor is
a member of the uniformed service who is serving on active duty

The policy shall be read to be amended as necessary to be compliant
with the requirements of 38 U.S.C. 3679 as amended.

Accident insurance

VCU is not responsible for accidents occurring to students in connection
with class, laboratory, shop, fieldwork, athletics, student activities,
travel or other activities. However, the university offers its students

an approved insurance plan, providing substantial benefits at group
rates. The insurance extends for a 12-month period beginning Aug. 18,
or from the beginning of the second semester to the next Aug. 18, and
includes coverage for accidents, hospitalization, medical, surgical and
other benefits for ilinesses. Married students may enroll spouses and
children. The university strongly recommends, but does not require,
that all students enroll in student group health insurance. For further
information, contact University Student Health Services or visit the Web
at students.vcu.edu/health/insurance (http://www.students.vcu.edu/
health/health-insurance).

Financial aid

Office of Financial Aid
Harris Hall
1015 Floyd Ave.

P.0. Box 843026

Richmond, Virginia 23284-3026
Phone: (804) 828-6669

Fax: (804) 827-0060

finaid.vcu.edu (http://finaid.vcu.edu)

Marc Vernon
Executive director

The Office of Financial Aid provides a variety of services to help students
afford higher education via grants, scholarships, work-study employment
and loans. The Office of Financial Aid administers and distributes funds
from federal, state, institutional and private fund sources. One-on-one
appointments are available to students, their parents, faculty and staff.
Financial aid funds are applied first to the student’s university bill.
Refunds are generated when financial aid exceeds university charges.

VCU uses all available funds to help students gain access to a college
education. Eligibility for financial aid varies depending on a student’s
academic and financial circumstances. In most cases, each student
will qualify for some form of financial assistance. Current and detailed
information on financial aid programs, policies, procedures and links to
free scholarship search services are available on the office's website at
finaid.vcu.edu (http://finaid.vcu.edu).

Counseling center locations

The Office of Financial Aid provides four counseling and information
centers to prospective and enrolled students. You may visit the offices in
person or submit a written request to receive printed information.

Monroe Park Campus

Grace E. Harris Hall

1015 Floyd Avenue, First Floor

P.O. Box 843026

Richmond, Virginia 23284-3026

Phone: (804) 828-6669

Fax: (804) 827-0060

finaid.vcu.edu/resources/contact.html (http://finaid.vcu.edu/resources/
contact.html)

Schools of Allied Health Professions, Nursing and Pharmacy
VMI Building, Room 334

1000 East Marshall Street

P.0. Box 980277

Richmond, Virginia 23298-0277

Phone: (804) 828-2702

Fax: (804) 827-0060

School of Dentistry

Lyons Building, Room 309

520 North 12th Street

P.O. Box 980566

Richmond, Virginia 23298-0566
Phone: (804) 828-9953

Fax: (804) 828-6072

School of Medicine

McGlothlin Medical Education Center
1201 East Marshall Street, Room 4-306
P.O. Box 980565

Richmond, Virginia 23298-0565

Phone: (804) 828-4006



Fax: (804) 827-5555

General information

Many students at the university receive financial aid. Below are some
recommendations and requirements of the Office of Financial Aid.

eServices - online records access

Students are encouraged to use eServices, a password-protected service
for viewing VCU student records online, to check the status of their
financial aid application and award package. Students also may register
for classes, print bills and more. The eServices website is accessed
through myVCU portal at vcu.edu (http://www.vcu.edu).

Email - official method of communication

Students are required to obtain an official VCU student email account
within one week of the beginning of their first semester of enrollment.
Students are responsible for reading university-related communications
sent to their official VCU student email account in a timely fashion. The
Office of Financial Aid uses email to provide financial aid information,
to request documentation to support financial aid application data

and to provide financial aid application status and award information.
Information on how to set up an account is available online at vcu.edu/
veu/webmail.html (http://www.vcu.edu/veu/webmail.html).

Identification requirements

Students must provide picture identification, preferably a VCUCard, for
in-person access to financial aid records. For the student'’s protection,
information provided over the telephone and email may be limited if the
financial aid staff member is not confident of the student’s identity.

University bill

The Student Accounting Department issues online bills for tuition,

fees and other university charges. When financial aid awards (grants,
scholarships and loans) are not enough to pay university charges, the
remaining balance must be paid from personal funds, credit card or

the VCU Installment Payment Plan. Federal work-study awards will not
be deducted from university charges because those funds are paid
directly to the student, based on hours worked. Any outstanding balance
owed will prevent a student from registering for courses and receiving
official transcripts. Students who fail to pay their balance on time may
be assessed a late payment fee and have a financial hold placed on their
account. If the balance remains outstanding after the semester ends,
their account may be referred to the VCU Collection Unit at which time
collection costs will be assessed.

Types of financial aid

There are three basic types of financial aid: loans, grants and work-study.
Each type has different features and advantages.

Loans

In terms of total dollars available, long-term loan programs provide the
most dollars. A loan is money borrowed and must be repaid at a later
time. In most cases, the student is the borrower and repays the loan once
he or she is no longer pursuing a degree or certification at least at the
half-time enrollment level. There also is a loan program where the parent
is the borrower and begins repaying the loan while the student is still
enrolled. All educational loans carry competitive interest rates and terms.
Some include interest benefits, meaning the federal government pays the
interest on the loan while the student is enrolled. Student loan repayment
generally begins after the student is no longer enrolled half time. Multiple
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repayment plans provide the borrower with flexible repayment options.
Selected loan programs include:

+ Federal Direct Loan (subsidized and unsubsidized)
+ Federal Perkins Loan

+ Health Professions Student Loan

+ Loan for Disadvantaged Students

+ Nursing Student Loan

+ Primary Care Loan

+ Federal Direct PLUS Loan

First-time borrowers in the Federal Direct Loan program must complete
entrance counseling prior to the first loan disbursement. Directions for
completion of this requirement can be found on the website of the Office
of Financial Aid at finaid.vcu.edu/assistance/loans/entrance.html (http://
finaid.vcu.edu/assistance/loans/entrance.html).

Grants and scholarships

Grants and scholarships are awarded without any expectation of
repayment. The total dollar amount of available aid in the form of grants
and scholarships is less than that of total dollar amount of loans. Most
grants are reserved for students with the greatest financial need. Most
scholarships are based on merit. Selected programs include:

Undergraduate programs
+ Federal Pell Grant

+ Commonwealth Award

+ Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program

+ Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
+ VCU Scholarships

+ Honors Scholarships

+ Departmental Scholarships

Health profession programs
+ Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students

+ State Dental Practice Scholarships
+ General Assembly Nursing Scholarships
+ Departmental Scholarships

Work-study

Work-study is a form of financial aid that pays wages for work performed
through employment. Work-study positions are located on campus and in
approved locations off campus. Please visit the financial aid website at
finaid.vcu.edu (http://finaid.vcu.edu) for additional information.

Eligibility, availability and special
circumstances

Eligibility for financial aid

Most students are eligible for some type of financial aid regardless of

family financial circumstances. Basically, to receive aid from any of the
federal or state student aid programs, students must:

+ Submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid or Renewal FAFSA
designating VCU (school code 003735) to receive FAFSA results.

« Demonstrate financial need, except for some loan programs

+ Have a high school diploma or a General Education Development
certificate
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+ Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment to an eligible degree or
certificate program

Be enrolled at least half time, six or more undergraduate credit hours
(exceptions possible for Pell Grants) or five or more graduate credit
hours

+ Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen

Have a valid Social Security number (unless from the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia or the Republic
of Palau)

+ Meet Satisfactory Academic Progress standards as defined by the
VCU Office of Financial Aid (The full VCU SAP policy is available on
the Web at finaid.vcu.edu/progress (http://finaid.vcu.edu/progress).)

« Certify that federal and state financial aid will be used for educational
purposes only

* Not be in default on a federal student loan and not owe money on a

federal student grant

« Comply with Selective Service registration, if required

* Not be convicted under federal or state law of sale or possession of
illegal drugs

Detailed information can be found in the federal Student Guide, available
in print form from the VCU Office of Financial Aid or electronically

on the Federal Student Aid website at studentaid.ed.gov/sa (https://
studentaid.ed.gov/sa).

Availability of financial aid for special programs
Summer studies

Limited financial aid may be available during the summer semester.
Students interested in financial aid for the summer semester should
view the VCU Schedule of Classes (http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/
scheduleofclasses) (posted in March) for more details.

Students interested in financial aid for summer must have a FAFSA
on file with the Office of Financial Aid and complete a summer aid
application, available on the financial aid website.

Study abroad

Financial assistance is available to eligible students enrolled in approved
study-abroad programs. All study-abroad programs must be coordinated
through the Global Education Office at (804) 828-8471. Students should
work with a financial aid counselor to coordinate aid for their study-
abroad program. Information about financial aid and study abroad is
available online at global.vcu.edu/abroad/students/funding (http://
www.global.vcu.edu/abroad/students/funding).

Special circumstances

Financial aid eligibility decisions are made using federal, state and
institutional regulations and policies. Students may appeal their award
offers if special circumstances warrant a review. Reasons for an appeal
might include one of the following documented circumstances:

+ Loss or reduction of employment earnings
+ Disability or death of parent or spouse

+ Separation or divorce

* Loss or reduction of untaxed income

+ Unusual medical expenses

+ Dependent and child-care expenses

Any financial aid staff member can advise a student about the
procedures on how to file an appeal.

Applying for financial aid
Application process

The financial aid application process for the academic year begins

Jan. 1. All students are encouraged to complete and submit the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid as soon as possible after Jan. 1,
designating VCU (school code 003735) to receive the results. In order

to reduce problems, errors and omissions on the FAFSA, students are
encouraged to apply electronically using FAFSA on the Web (available
online at fafsa.ed.gov (https://fafsa.ed.gov)). Once the FAFSA is filed, the
federal processor will send the student a Student Aid Report or electronic
SAR acknowledgment, and also will electronically send the information
to the VCU Office of Financial Aid if VCU was listed as a school to receive
the data. If additional information is needed to complete processing of
the application, the VCU Office of Financial Aid will send the student a
request for additional information. Responding promptly to such requests
will ensure timely processing of the application. Once the review of
FAFSA data has been completed, the Office of Financial Aid will send the
student a financial aid notification.

Priority filing dates

Certain financial aid programs, like federal grants, federal work-study

and state grants, have limited funding — this means that there are more
students eligible for the programs than there are funds available to award
to them. Therefore, students should file the FAFSA as early as possible
and reply to requests for additional information promptly to ensure
consideration for this type of funding. The VCU Office of Financial Aid
recommends electronically filing the FAFSA by March 1.

Students who do not have access to the Web may apply using the paper
FAFSA, available through VCU, high schools, colleges and most public
libraries. Those students completing a paper application should mail it to
the federal processor by Feb. 1.

Students should complete the FAFSA early so that it can be processed
by the priority filing date of March 1 and may use actual or estimated
income and tax data in order to meet that deadline. Once tax return(s)
have been processed, the estimated information must be updated.
Applicants may be able to use the IRS data retrieval tool to transfer
federal tax return information into the FAFSA. Students will receive their
actual award letter after their FAFSA application data has been verified.

Applying after the priority filing date

Students can and should apply for financial aid even if they missed the
priority filing date because they may still qualify for the Federal Pell Grant
and Federal Direct Loans; their parents may qualify for Federal Direct
PLUS Loans. If students have not applied for financial aid in a timely
manner, they may want to participate in the VCU Installment Payment
Plan, which budgets each semester’s bill over four payments. Information
about this plan can be found on the Student Accounting Department’s
website at enrollment.vcu.edu/accounting/installment-payment-plan
(http://enrollment.vcu.edu/accounting/installment-payment-plan).

Verification

To ensure that information provided on the FAFSA is accurate, a
student’s application may be selected for review at any time during

an enrollment period, and the student will be requested to provide
documentation that supports the information. By signing the FAFSA,

a student (and the student’s parent or spouse, if applicable) agrees to
furnish such documentation. If the documentation is not provided when



requested, financial aid awards will be canceled and any funds already
disbursed may need to be repaid.

Satisfactory Academic Progress

The Office of Financial Aid will review all students who have applied for
financial aid to be sure that they are making progress toward completion
of their degree/certificate. The SAP review will be conducted at least
once annually (typically at the end of the spring semester, or whenever
the student submits a completed FAFSA). SAP is a combination of
qualitative and quantitative components and is measured by:

1. Grade point average. Undergraduate students must maintain a
cumulative GPA based on credit hours attempted (transfer and AP
credit hours are included in total hours attempted) as noted below.
Graduate students must maintain a 3.0 cumulative GPA as specified
by their department.

+ 1 to 23 credit hours attempted: minimum 1.5 GPA

+ 24 to 53 credit hours attempted: minimum 1.8 GPA
+ 54 to 84 credit hours attempted: minimum 2.0 GPA
+ 85 or more credit hours attempted: minimum 2.0 GPA

2. Completion rate. The completion rate is measured by the number of
credit hours earned divided by the number of credit hours attempted.
All students who need financial aid funding must successfully
complete at least 67 percent of all credit hours attempted (attempted
hours include incompletes, withdrawals, repetitions, progress grades,
continuance grades and noncredit remedial courses).

3. Overall progress toward degree/certificate. Overall progress is
measured by the number of credit hours attempted divided by
the number of credit hours necessary to complete the degree or
certificate program. Students who need financial aid funding may
attempt no more than 150 percent of the hours required to complete
their degree or certificate program.

When students fail to meet SAP requirements they will receive
suspension notices indicating that they are ineligible to receive further
financial aid. Students whose eligibility for financial aid has been
suspended may submit an appeal if mitigating circumstances prevented
the student from maintaining SAP. However, there is no guarantee that
the appeal will be approved. Please refer to the Office of Financial Aid
website at finaid.vcu.edu/progress (http://finaid.vcu.edu/progress) for
more details on SAP requirements and the SAP appeal process.

Federal financial aid refund policy

Students who receive federal Title IV grant or loan assistance and
withdraw from VCU before completing 60 percent of the semester (as
measured in calendar days) must have their eligibility recalculated based
on the federal return of Title IV funds formula. This federal formula
specifies that a students financial aid eligibility must be recalculated
based on the aid the student has earned (based on the number of days
that the student was enrolled or attending VCU prior to withdrawal).
Any unearned aid (for the period of enrollment that the student did not
complete from the date of withdrawal to the end of the semester) must
be returned to the appropriate Title IV programs from which the student
was awarded.

For VCU students who withdraw prior to completing 60 percent of the
semester, they will have to return or repay all or a portion of the aid funds
that had been disbursed to their VCU account. As a result, students

who withdraw prior to completing 60 percent of the semester may be
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responsible for all or a portion of their university bill that was previously
paid by financial aid sources.

If a student does not officially withdraw from all classes but fails to earn
a passing grade in at least one course, federal aid regulations require
that the student be considered “unofficially withdrawn,” unless it can be
documented that the student completed the enrollment period. Unofficial
withdrawals require a Title IV refund calculation at the midpoint of the
enrollment period. The reduction of federal aid will create a balance due
to the university that must be repaid.

Military educational benefits and programs

Veterans certification for VCU is completed within the Office of Records
and Registration located in Harris Hall on the Monroe Park Campus.
Detailed information about eligibility for Veterans Affairs programs

is available at enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/veterans-certification (http://
enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/veterans-certification).

Veterans Certification

Office of Records and Registration
Harris Hall

1015 Floyd Avenue

P.0. Box 842536

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2536
Phone: (804) 828-6166

Fax: (804) 828-8121

Email: rar@vcu.edu
enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/veterans-certification (http://enroliment.vcu.edu/
rar/veterans-certification)

Available programs

For details on any of these programs, please visit the Veterans
certification page on the Division of Strategic Enrollment Management
website at enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/veterans-certification (http://
enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/veterans-certification).

+ Montgomery — GI Bill Active Duty (Chapter 30)

+ Vocational Rehabilitation (Voc Rehab, Chapter 31)

Veterans Education Assistance Program (VEAP, Chapter 32)
Post 9-11 GI Bill (Chapter 33)

Survivors' and Dependents Educational Assistance Program (DEA,
Chapter 35)

Montgomery — Gl Bill Selected Reserves (Chapter 1606)

+ Reserve Education Assistance Program/Reap (Chapter 1607)
+ Tutorial Assistance Program

+ VA Work-Study Program

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependants Education Program
Post 9-11 — Active Duty (Chapter 33)/Yellow Ribbon Program
Yellow Ribbon Program

+ Transferability of Benefit

Eligibility requirements
Eligible veterans/spouses/dependents must comply with the following
requirements to receive educational benefits as students:

1. The veteran/spouse/dependent must be accepted into a degree
or certificate program or be matriculating as a nondegree-seeking
student for only two semesters before having to declare a major.

2. The veteran/spouse/dependent must request certification by
completing and submitting VCU'’s VA education assistance form
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after obtaining approval via signature of their academic adviser and
registering for courses each semester and each summer session
from the Veterans Affairs Office.

3. The veteran/spouse/dependent is eligible to use benefits for only
those courses taken toward a degree, certificate program or as
prerequisite courses (only two semesters).

4. The veteran/spouse/dependent is not eligible to use benefits for
courses taken on an audit basis or if eliminating a course previously
taken and paid for by the VA to remove a punitive grade not counted
in GPA calculations via VCU's historical repeat option. The repeated
course(s) will be paid for by the VA but the student will incur a debt to
the VA for the course(s) eliminated from the student’s GPA. The VA
does not pay for courses that earn no credit.

5. The veteran/spouse/dependent is responsible for ensuring that
transcripts are evaluated for transfer credits to be accepted by VCU.
Students must submit this information to the Veterans Affairs Office
for transmittal to the Veteran's Administration Regional Office.

6. The Veterans Affairs Office must be notified by the student/
veteran/spouse/dependent if they change, add, drop or withdraw
from courses originally approved by the student/veteran/spouse/
dependent’s academic adviser and certified by VCU's Veterans Affairs
coordinator/certifying official.

Academic advising

Academic advising helps VCU students achieve academic success,

as well as develop and pursue educational, career and personal goals.
Students may be assigned multiple academic advisers to support

their studies depending on their declared major(s), minor(s), honors
standing or pre-health interests. To ensure timely degree progression and
successful career outcomes, all students are encouraged to visit with
their academic adviser at least once a semester, every semester, until
graduation.

To make an appointment with your academic adviser(s), log in to
veu.campus.eab.com (http://vcu.campus.eab.com) or call (804)
827-8648.

First-year students

University Academic Advising provides academic advising for all first-
year students, regardless of their majors. All incoming students are
assigned to a specific academic adviser who works closely with them
throughout their first year. Advising occurs through many forms, which
may include individualized or group advising, or through many first-year
courses offered just to first-year students, such as UNIV 101 Introduction
to the University. Students can expect their advisers to help them
understand university procedures, interpret general education and major
requirements, address academic difficulties, find support resources, and
help discover and plan out individualized educational and career goals.

Academic advising is an ongoing process. Advisers want to have
continuing relationships with their advisees. While first-year students
are required to meet with their assigned advisers before registering for
classes each semester, it is also important for students to meet with
advisers throughout the first year. Students can make appointments
(veu.campus.eab.com (http://vcu.campus.eab.com)) or email their
advisers to seek help. After students attain sophomore standing or
are admitted into their programs of study, they will be transitioned to
academic advisers within their majors and minors.

While students are ultimately responsible for understanding information
about regulations, majors and courses as outlined in the Undergraduate
Bulletin, academic advisers can help students interpret information to
ensure they make appropriate educational choices.

For more information on advising programs, visit the UAA website (http://
academicadvising.vcu.edu) or call (804) 827-8648.

Undeclared students

The University Academic Advising Discovery Program offers specialized
advising for students who are undecided about their programs of study,
who are in transition or who have not yet declared a major. Discovery
Program advisers help undeclared students consider educational options
and make appropriate choices based on personal interests, skills and
abilities, values, and professional goals.

Discovery Program advisers offer a blend of individual and group
counseling sessions and workshops to assist students who have

not yet declared a major or who are being transitioned out of
competitive standing programs. Advisers assist all undeclared

students with monitoring their academic progress, course scheduling,
interpreting university regulations and procedures and maximizing their
academic success. In addition, each semester the Discovery Program
offers UNIV 103 Education and Career Planning, a class that concentrates
on careers, educational opportunities and the development of student
potential. Advisers also provide alternative advising options for students
who do not qualify for, or are not admissible to, their preferred programs
of study. By considering alternatives, students will uncover options that
they can find personally, educationally and professionally fulfilling.

Students must declare majors within one of the university’s schools or
colleges no later than the semester in which they complete 60 credits.

For more information on advising programs, visit the UAA website (http://
academicadvising.vcu.edu/discovery) or call (804) 827-8648.

Transfer students

Students who transfer to VCU come from a wide range of two- and four-
year institutions. VCU recognizes that transfer students constitute a
very diverse group with varying and unique needs. Transfer students are
served directly through the school or college according to their intended
program of study. The Transfer Center helps transfer students work
with undergraduate admissions and the undergraduate units to seek
ways to continuously facilitate and enhance the transfer process to
VCU. The center also assists the schools and colleges of VCU to develop
relationships with Virginia community colleges. VCU's chief transfer
officer develops and maintains articulation agreements with sister
institutions, maintains the VCU Transfer Guide and serves as a point of
contact for prospective and incoming transfer students.

For more information on advising programs, visit the Transfer Center
website (http://www.transfer.vcu.edu) or call (804) 827-1349. Also
see the VCU Transfer Guide website at transferguide.vcu.edu (http://
www.transferguide.vcu.edu).

Pre-health majors

University Academic Advising provides academic advising programs
to assist students in pre-health majors in clinical laboratory sciences,
clinical radiation sciences, dental hygiene and nursing.



Students pursuing admission into baccalaureate degree programs in
clinical laboratory sciences, clinical radiation sciences, dental hygiene or
nursing will have “pre-major” status until successful admission into the
degree program. The pre-health majors are not degree-granting majors,
so students cannot complete a degree in any of the pre-health majors. As
students successfully complete science courses and other admissions
requirements, students and advisers will determine a timeframe to apply
for admission into a degree-granting program in a health care field. UAA
provides academic advisers who are uniquely trained to work with pre-
health majors, guiding students as they pursue the required course

work and skill sets outlined for competitive candidacy in each of these
pre-major programs. These advisers are also trained to guide students
through parallel majors that will still support successful graduation and
career outcomes.

Pre-health major in clinical laboratory
sciences

Students in the pre-health major in clinical laboratory sciences must
complete the two-year program requirements (a total minimum of 60
credits) for application to the Bachelor of Science degree program in
clinical laboratory sciences offered by the VCU School of Allied Health
Professions. Applications to the program are normally submitted in
spring of the sophomore year. Students apply to the baccalaureate
program through Undergraduate Admissions in the spring of the year
preceding entrance. For example, if a student is planning to start the
program in fall of 2018, they would begin the admissions process at
the start of the spring semester of 2018. All prerequisite course work
should be completed by the summer of the year of desired admission.
For example, if a student plans on entering the program in fall of 2018,
the course work must be completed by the summer of 2018 (before
entrance).

Completion of the pre-health major in clinical laboratory sciences does
not guarantee admission to the junior- and senior-year program for

the B.S. in Clinical Laboratory Sciences nor does it result in a college
degree. Students must be admitted to and complete the baccalaureate
program to earn a B.S. degree in clinical laboratory sciences. Admission
into the program is based on scholastic record, demonstrated aptitude
and interest, and a personal interview conducted by the departmental
admissions committee. Students are strongly encouraged to consult
with a UAA pre-health major academic adviser to learn about admission
requirements that are specific to the program and to speak about
alternate/parallel majors. For more information about the admission
requirements for the B.S. in Clinical Laboratory Sciences, visit the
department’s website (http://sahp.vcu.edu/departments/cls/admissions/
undergraduate/mcv-campus).

Requirements for the pre-health major in
clinical laboratory sciences

Students in the pre-health major in clinical laboratory sciences must
complete 12 credits of biology to include biological concepts or
introduction to biological sciences (both with laboratories), 12 credits of
chemistry to include a two-semester sequence of general chemistry (both
with laboratories) and organic chemistry with laboratory or quantitative
analysis with laboratory, nine credits of English composition (UNIV 111,
UNIV 112 and UNIV 200), pre-calculus mathematics (three credits), a
humanities or fine arts course (three credits), a social science course
(three credits) and electives to meet the 60 minimum credits requirement
for entrance into the clinical laboratory sciences program.
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In addition to the academic requirements, there are “essential
functions” (non-academic) of the clinical laboratory sciences program
that students must master to successfully participate in the program.
The following is a list of the essential technical abilities and skills for
admission that applicants must possess: manual dexterity, fine motor
skills, mobility, vision, hearing, the ability to verbally communicate,
read and write in the English language, emotional stability, and (other)
personal attributes including integrity, responsibility, tolerance and
respect. Although not required, introduction to clinical laboratory
sciences, additional mathematics, biology or chemistry courses, and a
physics course are highly recommended.

Following a review of admissions credentials, eligible applicants will
require an interview with the admissions committee. The department will
contact the student/applicant to schedule the interview. Applicants are
notified of committee decisions at the earliest possible date.

Changing to the pre-health major in clinical
laboratory sciences from another major

Current VCU students who wish to change their major to the pre-health
major in clinical laboratory sciences must meet the following criteria to
be considered for the major:

» Minimum GPA of 2.5
* No more than 75 credits completed

Students who do not meet these requirements may see a pre-health
adviser, but they will be referred for programming and not assigned to an
adviser.

Prerequisites for the clinical laboratory sciences

program
VCU courses
Select one of the following biology sequences: 4
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
Additional biology credits 8
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences I
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il
BIOL 201 Human Biology
& BIOZ 201 and Human Biology Laboratory
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology
& BIOZ 209 and Medical Microbiology Laboratory
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology
BIOL 303 Microbiology
BIOL 310 Genetics
PHIS 206 Human Physiology
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

Select one of the following chemistry sequences: 4-5
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CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 8
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200
Humanities or fine arts elective (see Core Curriculum —
humanities/fine arts approved list)

Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Additional biology course and laboratory
Elective 3

Social science elective (see Core Curriculum — social/ 3
behavioral science approved list)
Electives to reach 60 credit-hour minimum requirement for 16-17
entrance into the program
Total Hours 59-61
Sample curriculum outline
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
Select one of the following sequences: 4
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory
OR
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Humanities/fine arts elective 3
Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Additional biology course and laboratory
Elective
Social science elective
Term Hours: 17
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 102  General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Term Hours: 14
Spring semester

Select one of the following sequences: 4-5

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry

& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

OR

CHEM 309  Quantitative Analysis

& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory

Electives (to reach 60 credit-hour minimum requirement) 11
Term Hours: 15-16
Total Hours: 60-61

Total minimum requirement (for admission to clinical
laboratory sciences program) 60 credits

Pre-health major in clinical radiation
sciences

Students interested in the pre-health major in clinical radiation sciences
must complete the one-year program requirements for application to the
Bachelor of Science degree program in clinical radiation sciences offered
by the VCU School of Allied Health Professions. The pre-health major in
clinical radiation sciences program requires specific prerequisite courses
(outlined below). Once accepted, students will spend three years in the
clinical radiation sciences degree program, which begins in the fall.

At the time of application, normally fall of the freshman year, the
student will be able to indicate their choice of concentration: nuclear
medicine technology, radiography or radiation therapy. All three of these
concentrations require the same academic prerequisite courses listed
below.

Completion of the pre-health major in clinical radiation sciences does

not guarantee admission to the program for the B.S. in Clinical Radiation
Sciences nor does it result in a college degree. Students must be
admitted to and complete the baccalaureate program to earn a B.S.
degree in clinical radiation sciences. Admission into the program is based
on scholastic record, demonstrated aptitude and interest, and a personal
interview conducted by the departmental admissions committee.

Students are strongly encouraged to consult with a UAA pre-health
major academic adviser to learn about admission requirements that are
specific to the program and to speak about alternate/parallel majors.
For more information about the admission requirements for the B.S.

in Clinical Radiation Sciences, visit the department’s website (http://
www.sahp.vcu.edu/departments/radsci/admissions-and-prerequisites).

Requirements for the pre-health major in
clinical radiation sciences

It is recommended that applicants select a challenging course load of
science and math courses each semester to ensure adequate preparation
for the academic rigor of the concentrations within the Bachelor of
Science in Radiation Sciences.

Students interested in the pre-health major in clinical radiation sciences
must complete biological concepts with laboratory, human anatomy

(lab included), human physiology with laboratory, and a physics course
with laboratory. The non-science prerequisites for the pre-health major in



clinical radiation sciences are: UNIV 111 and UNIV 112, college algebra,
introduction to psychology and a humanities course.

Although not required, courses in writing and rhetoric, introduction to
clinical radiation sciences, a visual or performing art class, medical
terminology, and basic practice of statistics are highly recommended.

Many students will require an additional year of study before applying to
the clinical radiation sciences degree program. All students admitted to
a Bachelor of Science in Clinical Radiation Sciences must demonstrate
aptitude, abilities and skills in the following categories: sensory,
communication, physical/mobility, cognitive and behavioral/social.
These categories are further delineated in the Technical Standards for
Admission and Graduation documentation.

Following a review of admissions credentials, an interview with the
admissions committee will be required for most applicants. If needed, the
department will contact the student to schedule an interview. Following
admission, successful completion of a criminal background check

and drug testing will be required (at student expense) for participation

in clinical education courses. Failure to pass one of these tests will
prevent the student from successfully completing the clinical education
requirements and, therefore, the program.

Changing to the pre-health major in clinical
radiation sciences from another major

Current VCU students who wish to change their major to the pre-health
major in clinical radiation sciences must meet the following criteria to be
considered for the major:

* Minimum GPA of 2.8
+ No more than 75 credits completed

Students who do not meet these requirements may see a pre-health
adviser, but they will be referred for programming and not assigned to an
adviser.

Prerequisites for the clinical radiation sciences

program
VCU courses
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy !
MATH 141 Algebra with Applications 3
PHIS 206 Human Physiology
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
Select one of the following: 4
PHYS 101 Foundations of Physics
& PHYZ 101 and Foundations of Physics Laboratory
OR
PHYS 201 General Physics Z

PSYC 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to

Introduction to Psychology 4

Psychology

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
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Humanities or fine arts elective (see Core Curriculum — 3
humanities/fine arts approved list)
Total Hours 28

The prerequisites for BIOL 205 include BIOL 101 and BIOZ 101.
The prerequisite for PHYS 201 is MATH 151.

Sample curriculum outline

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours
MATH 141 Algebra with Applications 3
PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology 4
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Humanities/fine arts elective
Term Hours: 13
Spring semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ206  and Human Physiology Laboratory
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 11
Select one of the following: 4
PHYS 101 Foundations of Physics
& PHYZ 101 and Foundations of Physics Laboratory
OR
PHYS 201 General Physics
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 28

Total minimum requirement (for admission to clinical
radiation sciences program) 28 credits

Pre-health major in dental hygiene

Students interested in the pre-health major in dental hygiene must
complete the two-year program requirements (a total minimum of 60
credits) for application to the Bachelor of Science degree program in
dental hygiene offered by the VCU School of Dentistry. Applications

to the program are normally submitted in spring of the sophomore

year. Students planning to start the program in the fall would begin

the admissions process during the fall semester of the preceding

year. Students apply to the baccalaureate program through the American
Dental Education Association Dental Hygiene Centralized Application
Service in the spring of the year preceding entrance. All prerequisite
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course work should be completed by the spring of the year of desired
admission.

Completion of the pre-health major in dental hygiene does not guarantee
admission to the junior- and senior-year program for the B.S. in Dental
Hygiene nor does it result in a college degree. Students must be admitted
to and complete all program requirements to earn a baccalaureate degree
in dental hygiene. Admission into the program is based on both academic
and nonacademic qualities (work ethic, knowledge of the profession,
motivation, compassion, integrity, communication skills, leadership

and desire to contribute to society, resiliency, willingness to accept
responsibility, and maturity). Students are strongly encouraged to consult
with a UAA pre-health major academic adviser to learn about admission
requirements that are specific to the program and to speak about
alternate/parallel majors. For more information about the admission
requirements and application deadlines for the B.S. in Dental Hygiene,
visit the program’s website (http://www.dentistry.vcu.edu/programs/
dentalhygiene/admission).

Requirements for the pre-health major in dental
hygiene

Students in the pre-health major in dental hygiene must complete the
specific prerequisite courses outlined below, totaling a minimum 60
credit hours. The Dental Hygiene Program does not accept grades of D
and all courses taken (repeated) are factored into the GPA. Please note
that online math/science course are not acceptable. Science courses
must be completed within six years of matriculation. Applicants who are
non-native English speakers must have a minimum TOEFL score of 550
(paper), 213 (computer) or 80 (internet-based).

Students interested in the pre-health major in dental hygiene must
complete biological concepts and laboratory, human anatomy (laboratory
included), human physiology and laboratory, medical microbiology and
laboratory, and general chemistry | and laboratory. The non-science
prerequisites for the pre-pre-health major are: English composition (UNIV
111, UNIV 112 and UNIV 200), statistics, introduction to psychology,
introduction to sociology, effective speech, a visual or performing arts
course, humanities elective, and elective courses to complete the 60
credit-hour requirement needed to enroll in the dental hygiene degree
program. DENS 101, although not required, is highly recommended.

The remainder of the 60 required credits can be chosen from any of the
following areas of study: science, math, computer usage, first aid and
CPR, and humanities. Science electives are strongly recommended.

Following a review of admissions credentials, eligible and competitive
applicants will require an interview with the admissions committee. The
department will contact the student/applicant to schedule the interview.
Applicants are notified of committee decisions at the earliest possible
date.

Changing to the pre-health major in dental
hygiene from another major

Current VCU students who wish to change their major to the pre-health
major in dental hygiene must meet the following criteria to be considered
for the major:

* Minimum GPA of 2.8
+ No more than 75 credits completed

Students who do not meet these requirements may see a pre-health
adviser, but they will be referred for programming and not assigned to an
adviser.

Prerequisites for the dental hygiene program

VCU courses

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory

BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 4
& BIOZ 209 and Medical Microbiology Laboratory

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory | !

PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory

PSYC 101 Play Introduction to Psychology 4
course video for

Introduction to

Psychology

SPCH 121 Effective Speech

SOCY 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to

Introduction to Sociology

Sociology
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 2
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry |

course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200

Humanities elective

Focused Inquiry Il 3

Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Visual or performing arts 3
Electives to reach 60 credit-hour minimum requirement for 12
entrance into the program

Total Hours 60

' The prerequisite for CHEM 101 is CHEM 100 with a minimum grade

of C or high school chemistry and a satisfactory combination of
math SAT score and high school GPA. The math pre- or corequisite

is MATH 151 (precalculus). CHEM 100 and MATH 151 can be used to
count toward the elective requirements.

The prerequisite for STAT 210 is MATH 131, MATH 141, MATH 151 or
satisfactory score on the VCU Mathematics Placement Test within
the one-year period immediately preceding the beginning of the
course.

Sample curriculum outline

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory

MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4



PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology 4
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
SOCY 101 Introduction to Sociology 3
Play course
video for
Introduction
to Sociology
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Term Hours: 17
Sophomore year
Fall semester
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
SPCH 121 Effective Speech
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Visual or performing arts

Term Hours: 13
Spring semester

BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 4

& BIOZ 209 and Medical Microbiology Laboratory

Humanities elective 8

Electives 8-9
Term Hours: 15-16
Total Hours: 60-61

Total minimum requirement (for admission to dental
hygiene program) 60 credits

Pre-health major in nursing

Students interested in the highly competitive nursing program must
complete the pre-health major in nursing requirements prior to
application. A total minimum of 28 credits is required for application
to the traditional Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program.
Students must also present SAT, ACT or GRE test scores at the time

of application to the nursing program. A minimum cumulative GPA

is also required. Applicants whose native language is not exclusively
English must submit TOEFL or IELTS test scores. For more information
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about these requirements, visit the School of Nursing's website (http://
nursing.vcu.edu).

Because admission to the B.S. in Nursing program is highly competitive,
it is imperative that all pre-health students who intend to pursue a major
in nursing work in tandem with their UAA pre-health major academic
adviser to consider parallel majors that satisfy similar career outcomes.
Completion of the pre-health major in nursing does not guarantee
admission to the traditional program for the B.S. in Nursing nor does it
result in a college degree.

Requirements for the pre-health major in

nursing

Students applying to the traditional B.S. in Nursing degree program

must complete biological concepts with laboratory, human anatomy

(lab included) with a minimum grade of B, principles of nutrition and

an approved second laboratory science course.' The non-science
prerequisites for the pre-health major in nursing are: UNIV 111 and

UNIV 112, introduction to psychology and general sociology. Although
math is not required for admission to the School of Nursing, students
admitted into the nursing program complete a statistics class. Therefore,
we recommend that students who place into college algebra complete a
math class during the first year.

While not a requirement of the pre-health major in nursing, students
who have space in their schedules to accommodate additional classes
are encouraged to begin working on the collateral requirements of the
baccalaureate degree. These courses include: BIOL 209 and BIOZ 209,
both with minimum grades of B; PHIL 201; PHIS 206 and PHIZ 206, both
with minimum grades of B; PSYC 304; STAT 210; and UNIV 200.

Touf high school chemistry (with laboratory) with a minimum grade

of C has not been completed, one semester of general chemistry
with laboratory (CHEM 101 and CHEZ 101) must be taken. In order
to be eligible for CHEM 101, students must meet the placement
requirements. If high school chemistry with a minimum grade of C
has been completed, choose from the following approved second
laboratory sciences: BIOL 103; BIOL 151 and BIOZ 151; BIOL 152
and BIOZ 152; BIOL 201 and BIOZ 201; CHEM 101 and CHEZ 101;
PHYS 101 and PHYZ 101; PHYS 107. Note that these courses may
have pre- or corequisites.

Changing to the pre-health major in nursing
from another major

Current VCU students who wish to change their major to the pre-health
major in nursing must meet the following criteria to be considered for the
major:

+ Minimum GPA of 3.0

» No more than 75 credits completed

Students who do not meet these requirements may see a pre-health
adviser, but they will be referred for programming and not assigned to an
adviser.

Prerequisites for the traditional nursing

program

VCU courses

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
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BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy
BIOL 217 Principles of Nutrition
PSYC 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to
Psychology
SOCY 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to
Sociology

UNIV 111 Play
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il

Introduction to Psychology

Introduction to Sociology

Focused Inquiry |

Focused Inquiry Il

Approved second laboratory science

A~ W s

Total Hours

Sample curriculum outline

Freshman year
Fall semester

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory

MATH 141  Algebra with Applications '

PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology
Play course

video for

Introduction

to

Psychology

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry |

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Approved second laboratory science (must meet
placement requirements)

28

Hours

Term Hours:
Spring semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy
BIOL 217 Principles of Nutrition
SOCY 101 Introduction to Sociology
Play course
video for
Introduction
to Sociology
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il

18

Term Hours:

13

Total Hours:

31

Students placing into MATH 141 should take this course their first
semester in college.

Total minimum requirement (for admission to traditional
nursing program) 31 credits

Pre-health and pre-law advising tracks

The Office of Pre-Professional Health Advising in University Academic
Advising prepares students for professional school application

through guidance with pre-professional health curriculum, admissions
test preparation, co-curricular activity involvement and application
competitiveness. The advising and services provided by the office will
prepare highly qualified, confident and knowledgeable pre-professional
health students for admission to professional health programs.
Preparatory programs are available for careers in medicine, dentistry,
occupational therapy, optometry, pharmacy, physical therapy, physician
assistant and veterinary medicine. Additionally, a post-baccalaureate
health sciences certificate (p. 123) is available to students who have
already earned bachelor’s degrees in non-science areas and plan to enter
doctoral-level health science training programs.

The office focuses on developing personal and professional
competencies which are heralded by the Association of

American Medical Colleges (https://www.aamc.org/initiatives/
admissionsinitiative/competencies). VCU's pre-professional health
program is not an academic major or minor, but rather it is a combination
of career development advising coupled with a set of predetermined
courses that are widely accepted across the nation for admission
requirements. To qualify and to maintain your status as a “pre-
professional health” student at VCU, program requirements are outlined
for each student to follow in order to gain access to the benefits of the
pre-professional health advising program.

For more information about how to declare and maintain your
pre-professional health advising track, please visit the advising
website academicadvising.vcu.edu/preprofessionalhealth (http://
academicadvising.vcu.edu/preprofessionalhealth).

Pre-law advising program

VCU Career Services (http://www.careers.vcu.edu) supports aspiring
law students by offering career advisory services regarding the

law school admissions process. Students are offered assistance
regarding application procedures and the law school admission test

in preparation for the study of law. The Law School Admission Council
(http://www.LSAC.org) and the American Bar Association (http://
www.ABAnet.org) provide comprehensive online information for
students regarding preparation for law school, law school admission and
accreditation, as well as careers in the legal profession.

As there are no particular prerequisites or a specific major necessary
for entrance to law school, students may choose virtually any major or
undergraduate program. Traditionally, students applying to law school
have pursued liberal arts majors such as history, English, political
science, economics, math/sciences or philosophy. Students wishing to
specialize in a particular area of law may choose majors from academic
disciplines as diverse as art, music, computer science, engineering,
nursing, education, business or social work. Taking a broad range of
difficult courses from demanding instructors is excellent preparation
for a legal education. Whatever the major, it is important that students
considering a career in law take advantage of opportunities to develop
research and writing skills. Other skills that provide a sound foundation



for a legal education include analytical and problem-solving skills,
critical reading abilities, oral communication and listening abilities, task
organization and management skills, and the values of serving faithfully
the interests of others while also promoting justice.

The Department of Philosophy offers a philosophy of law minor
for students interested in law school. It is important that students
considering the legal profession take challenging course work in
which they can develop analytical, research and written and verbal
communication skills.

Preparation for the study of dentistry
Important general information

Students interested in the pre-dental advising track must complete the
necessary prerequisites for dental school (a total minimum of 90 credit
hours). Many students earn a baccalaureate degree before entering the
program. Students interested in dental school should consult with a pre-
health academic adviser to learn about requirements that are specific to
the schools of dentistry to which they hope to apply.

Admission to and completion of the pre-dental advising track does

not constitute admission to VCU'’s School of Dentistry. Students must
apply separately to the dental school of their choice at the appropriate
time. Students with an interest in preparing for dental school should
declare an academic major while also indicating a pre-dental advising
track. Students do not earn a pre-dental degree. Students unsure of

their academic majors initially should clarify their academic interests
through regular conversations with their advisers. Pre-dental students are
encouraged to major in fields of greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for dental school

Students need to complete the prerequisite science courses before
being eligible to start the dental program at the VCU School of Dentistry.
Students are also required to complete the Dental Admission Test. The
DAT is taken prior to students applying to dental school and results are
weighed heavily in admissions decisions. Students preparing for the
DAT are strongly advised to take courses to build competency in these
areas prior to taking the exam. It is not necessary to have completed all
prerequisite course work or to have taken the DAT prior to submitting
your application to dental school. However, you must complete all
prerequisite courses and take the DAT before entering VCU's dental
program.

Science and non-science courses required for dental
school

General biology, general chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry and
physics are required science prerequisites for admission to dental school.

English composition (Focused Inquiry | and Il) and mathematics are non-
science prerequisites required for dental school.

Other upper-level science courses in general microbiology, bacteriology,
animal or vertebrate physiology, anatomy, genetics and cell biology are
strongly recommended. If time permits and the courses are available,
courses in immunology, embryology, or developmental biology and
histology are highly recommended. Additionally, non-science courses

in the behavioral sciences and those involving psychomotor skills are
recommended.
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Prerequisites for dental school
VCU courses
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
PHYS 201 General Physics ' 45
or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics 2 45
or PHYS 208 University Physics Il

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry |
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
Additional electives to total 90 credits 38-40
Total Hours 88-92
' MATH200is a prerequisite for PHYS 207.
> MATH201isa prerequisite for PHYS 208.
Sample curriculum outline
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 8
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences I 4
& BIOZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
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CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Term Hours: 14
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
Electives or major requirements 11

Term Hours: 16
Spring semester

CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I
Electives or major requirements 10-11
Term Hours: 15-16
Junior year
Fall semester
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Electives or major requirements 8
Term Hours: 15-16
Spring semester
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Electives or major requirements 11
Term Hours: 15-16
Total Hours: 90-93

Total minimum requirement (for admission to dental
school) 90 credits

Preparation for the study of medicine
Important general information

Students interested in the pre-medicine advising track must obtain a
bachelor's degree and complete the necessary prerequisites for medical
school. Students interested in medical school should consult with a pre-
health academic adviser to learn about requirements that are specific to
the schools of medicine to which they hope to apply.

Admission to and completion of a pre-medical program or advising track
does not constitute admission to VCU'’s School of Medicine. Students
must apply separately to the medical school of their choice at the
appropriate time.

Students with an interest in preparing for medical school should declare
an academic major while also indicating a pre-medical advising track.
Students do not earn a pre-medical degree. Students unsure of their
academic majors initially should clarify their academic interests through

regular conversations with their advisers. Pre-medical students are
encouraged to major in fields of greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for medical school

The American Association of Medical Colleges recommends students
gain a core set of competencies in preparation for the Medical College
Admissions Test. The MCAT is taken prior to students applying to
medical school and results are weighed heavily in admissions decisions.
Students preparing for the MCAT are strongly advised to take courses to
build competency in these areas prior to taking the MCAT exam.

Science and non-science courses required for medical
school

General biology, cell biology, general chemistry, organic chemistry,
biochemistry and physics are required science prerequisites for
admission to Medical School.

Other science courses, including genetics, physiology and microbiology,
though not required, are strongly recommended for pre-medical students.

Introductory psychology, sociology and statistics are non-science
prerequisites required for medical school.

Additional requirements for VCU School of Medicine

In addition to the prerequisites listed above, VCU School of Medicine
requires pre-medical students to take two semesters of English
composition and two semesters of mathematics (general statistics can
count as one semester).

Prerequisites for medical school

VCU courses

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3
CHEM 101 General Chemistry
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics
PHYS 201 General Physics ' 45

or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics ' 45

or PHYS 208 University Physics Il

PSYC 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to
Psychology

Introduction to Psychology 4



SOCY 101 Play Introduction to Sociology 3
course video for
Introduction to
Sociology
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry |
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
Total Hours 60-62
' MATH200isa prerequisite for PHYS 207.
2 MATH201isa prerequisite for PHYS 208.
Sample curriculum outline
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
SOCY 101 Introduction to Sociology 8
Play course
video for
Introduction
to Sociology
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il

Term Hours: 14
Sophomore year

Fall semester
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

vcu 45

PSYC 101
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology

STAT 210

Introduction to Psychology 4

Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Term Hours: 15
Spring semester

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il

Electives or major requirements 11
Term Hours: 16

Junior year

Fall semester

CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Electives or major requirements 8
Term Hours: 15-16
Spring semester
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Electives or major requirements 11
Term Hours: 15-16
Senior year
Fall semester
Credits to complete degree program 30
Term Hours: 30
Total Hours: 120-122

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Preparation for the study of occupational
therapy

Important general information

Students interested in the pre-occupational therapy advising track must
complete the necessary prerequisites for the occupational therapy
graduate program (a total minimum of 90 credit hours). Many students
earn a baccalaureate degree before entering the program. Students
interested in occupational therapy should consult with a pre-health
academic adviser to learn about requirements that are specific to the
program and/or school to which they hope to apply.

Admission to and completion of the pre-occupational therapy program
does not constitute admission to VCU'’s occupational therapy graduate
program in the School of Allied Health Professions. Students must apply
separately to the occupational therapy program/school of their choice at
the appropriate time.

Students with an interest in preparing for the occupational therapy
graduate program should declare an academic major while also
indicating a pre-occupational therapy advising track. Students do
not earn a pre-occupational therapy degree. Students unsure of their
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academic majors initially should clarify their academic interests
through regular conversations with their advisers. Students in the pre-
occupational therapy advising track are encouraged to major in fields of
greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for the occupational therapy graduate
program

Students intending to enroll in the occupational therapy graduate
program must complete a minimum of 90 credit hours before entering,

as well as declaring pre-occupational therapy as an advising track. It is
recommended that applicants select a challenging course load of science
and math courses each semester to ensure adequate preparation for the
academic rigor of the occupational therapy program.

Students need to complete the prerequisite science courses and the
Graduate Record Exam before being eligible to start the occupational
therapy program in the School of Allied Health Professions at VCU.

In addition to completing the required courses, applicants must also
demonstrate evidence of a minimum of 60 observation hours under the
supervision of a licensed occupational therapist (in two settings, one with
adults and one with children).

Science and non-science courses required for the
occupational therapy graduate program

Students must complete human anatomy (includes the lab) as well as
human physiology and the human physiology laboratory. An introductory
level biology course is a prerequisite for anatomy and physiology at VCU.

The non-science prerequisites for the occupational therapy program are:
English composition, statistics, introduction to psychology and social
science courses (must include abnormal psychology and developmental
psychology, as well as additional courses in the psychology, sociology or
anthropology disciplines).

Students are required to have a basic level of computer competence,
the ability to use a personal computer for word processing, email, online
bibliographic searches and Internet list-serve discussions. It is also
helpful for students to be familiar with presentation and spreadsheet
software. A medical terminology course is recommended but not
required.

Additional information for the VCU occupational therapy
graduate program

Students enter the graduate program in occupational therapy in early
summer. The following prerequisite courses must be completed prior to
admission for students entering in the summer semester. If VCU awarded
you college credits for your Advanced Placement or International
Baccalaureate exams and it is listed on your transcript, these credits will
be accepted.

For the following courses, no more than seven years must have lapsed
from the course completion to the date of enrollment in the entry-

level professional master's degree program in occupational therapy:
anatomy, physiology, statistics, developmental psychology and abnormal
psychology.

Prerequisites for the occupational therapy
program

Prerequisite VCU Courses !

Select one of the following: * 4

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts

& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences I
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy (includes lab) 4
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory

PSYC 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to

Introduction to Psychology (required to 4
take upper level PSYC courses)

Psychology

PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3
PSYC 407 Psychology of the Abnormal 3
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics ® 3
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Social sciences electives (from PSYC, ANTH and/or SOCY)

Additional electives to total 90 credits 47
Total Hours 90

1 .
Note that some courses may act as prerequisites to subsequent

required courses.
Students need placement into MATH 151 and CHEM 101 in order to
enroll in BIOL 151 and/or BIOL 152.

Depending on the math placement test results, students may need to
complete MATH 141 before enrolling in STAT 210.

Total minimum requirement 90 credits
Sample curriculum outline

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours

PSYC 101
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology
UNIV 111
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Introduction to Psychology 4

Focused Inquiry | 3

Electives or major requirements 5
Select one of the following: 4

BIOL 101
& BIOZ 101

Biological Concepts 4
and Biological Concepts Laboratory



BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il

Term Hours: 16

Spring semester

BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry I 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ206  and Human Physiology Laboratory
PSYC 407 Psychology of the Abnormal 3
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
Electives or major requirements 12
Social sciences electives (from PSYC, ANTH and/or SOCY) 3
Term Hours: 15
Junior year
Fall semester
Electives or major requirements 12
Social sciences electives (from PSYC, ANTH and/or SOCY) 3
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
Electives or major requirements 12
Social sciences electives (from PSYC, ANTH and/or SOCY) 3
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 91

Total minimum requirement (for admission to
occupational therapy program) 90 credits

Preparation for the study of pharmacy
Important general information

Students interested in the pre-pharmacy advising track must complete
the necessary prerequisites for pharmacy school (a total minimum of 90
credit hours). Many students earn a baccalaureate degree before entering
the program. Students interested in pharmacy school should consult
with a pre-health academic adviser to learn about requirements that are
specific to the schools of pharmacy to which they hope to apply.
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Admission to and completion of a pre-pharmacy program does not
constitute admission to VCU's School of Pharmacy. Students must apply
separately to the pharmacy school of their choice at the appropriate time.

Students with an interest in preparing for pharmacy school must declare
an academic major while also indicating a pre-pharmacy advising track.
Students do not earn a pre-pharmacy degree. Students unsure of their
academic majors initially should clarify their academic interests through
regular conversations with their advisers. Pre-pharmacy students are
encouraged to major in fields of greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for pharmacy school

Students need to complete their bachelor’s degree and the required
science courses before being eligible to start the Pharm. D. program

at VCU. Students are also required to complete the Pharmacy College
Admission Test. The PCAT is taken prior to students applying to
pharmacy school and results are weighed heavily in admissions
decisions. Students preparing for the PCAT are strongly advised to take
courses to build competency in these areas prior to taking the PCAT
exam. It is not necessary to have completed all prerequisite course
work or to have taken the PCAT prior to submitting your application to
pharmacy school. However, you must complete all prerequisite courses
and take the PCAT before entering VCU's pharmacy program.

Science and non-science courses required for pharmacy
school

General biology, general chemistry, organic chemistry, physics, human
anatomy, human physiology, microbiology and biochemistry are required
science prerequisites for admission to pharmacy school.

English composition, calculus, statistics and speech are non-science
prerequisites required for pharmacy school.

Other courses, including cell biology, genetics and immunology, human
physiology lab and medical microbiology lab, though not required, are
strongly recommended for pre-pharmacy students.

VCU's School of Pharmacy also requires the completion of elective
credits which can be taken as part of the general education and major
requirements in the selected degree program. Due to the importance

of a strong biomedical science foundation for success in the Doctor of
Pharmacy degree program, some or all of the courses listed below are
highly recommended: genetics or molecular biology, immunology, and
cell biology. Any of these three courses will count toward elective credit.
Other highly recommended electives are anthropology, computer science,
economics, history, foreign languages, philosophy, political science,
psychology, religious studies and sociology.

The following prerequisite courses must be completed prior to
admission for students entering in the fall semester. Courses earned
by examination, e.g. Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate,
Cambridge International Examinations or College Level Examination
Program, will not be accepted to fulfill prerequisite science and math
courses. However, the content area covered by the examination need
not be repeated, rather electives in related areas may be substituted for
the needed credits. For example, if a student has credit for IB Calculus
I, the next level math course can be taken in order to fulfill the math
requirement for pharmacy school, i.e., Calculus II.

Prerequisites for pharmacy school

VCU courses
Select one of the following: 4
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BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts

& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
Select one of the following: 4

BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il

& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il

BIOL 201 Human Biology

& BIOZ 201 and Human Biology Laboratory
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 3
CHEM 101 General Chemistry
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 8
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
PHIS 206 Human Physiology
PHYS 201 General Physics ' 45

or PHYS 207 University Physics |
SPCH 121 Effective Speech 3
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry |

course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

Additional electives to total 90 credits 30-31

Total Hours 89-91

Total minimum requirement 90 credits
' MATH?200isa prerequisite for PHYS 207.

Additional electives to total 90 credits (chosen with adviser):

These courses should be selected to help fulfill the general education and
major requirements of the student’s degree program. Electives should
represent a well-balanced program of courses in the fine arts, humanities
and social sciences. Choose anthropology, art history, economics,
history, mathematics, philosophy, political science, psychology, religious
studies, sociology, social sciences, writing and rhetoric (UNIV 200),
foreign languages, literature, music appreciation or computer science.
Students may not present studio or activity (physical education) courses.

Sample curriculum outline

Freshman year
Fall semester Hours

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |

MATH 200  Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Select one of the following: 4
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 11
Select one of the following: 4
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences I 4
& BI0OZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory II
BIOL 201 Human Biology 4
& BI0OZ 201  and Human Biology Laboratory
Term Hours: 14
Sophomore year
Fall semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
SPCH 121 Effective Speech
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
PHIS 206 Human Physiology
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 16
Junior year
Fall semester
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Electives or major requirements 11
Term Hours: 15-16
Spring semester
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3



Electives or major requirements 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 90-91

Total minimum requirement (for admission to pharmacy
school) 90 credits

Preparation for the study of physical
therapy

Important general information

Students interested in the pre-physical therapy advising track must
obtain a bachelor's degree and complete the necessary prerequisites for
the physical therapy doctoral program. Students interested in physical
therapy should consult with a pre-health academic adviser to learn about
requirements that are specific to the program and/or school to which
they hope to apply.

Admission to and completion of the pre-physical therapy advising

track does not constitute admission to VCU's physical therapy doctoral
program in the School of Allied Health Professions. Students must apply
separately to the physical therapy program/school of their choice at the
appropriate time.

Students with an interest in preparing for the physical therapy doctoral
program should declare an academic major while also indicating a pre-
physical therapy advising track. Students do not earn a pre-physical
therapy degree. Students unsure of their academic majors initially should
clarify their academic interests through regular conversations with

their advisers. Students in the pre-physical therapy advising track are
encouraged to major in fields of greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for the physical therapy doctoral program

Students intending to pursue the physical therapy doctoral program must
complete a bachelor's degree before entering. It is recommended that
applicants select a challenging course load of science and math courses
each semester to ensure adequate preparation for the academic rigor of
the physical therapy program.

Students need to complete their bachelor's degrees, the required science
prerequisite courses and the Graduate Record Exam before being eligible
to start the physical therapy program in the School of Allied Health
Professions at VCU.

Science and non-science courses required for the
physical therapy doctoral program

Students must complete 12 semester hours in the biological sciences,
including anatomy and physiology, as well as eight hours of chemistry
and eight hours of physics.

English composition, precalculus mathematics, statistics, introduction to
psychology and one upper-level psychology (abnormal or developmental
are preferred) are non-science prerequisites for the physical therapy
program.

Although not required, students are strongly urged to complete a cell
biology course and a vertebrate histology course.

Additional information for the VCU physical therapy

doctoral program

The following prerequisite courses must be completed prior to admission
for students entering in the fall semester. If VCU has awarded you college

credits for your Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
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exams and it is listed on your transcript, these credits will be accepted.

Prerequisites for the physical therapy doctoral

program
VCU courses
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy (includes lab) 4
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
PHYS 201 General Physics ' 4-5
or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics 2 45
or PHYS 208 University Physics Il
PSYC 101 Play Introduction to Psychology 4
course video for
Introduction to
Psychology
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3
or PSYC 407 Psychology of the Abnormal
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 8
Total Hours 42-44
' MATH200is a prerequisite for PHYS 207.
2 MATH201isa prerequisite for PHYS 208.
Elective and major requirements to complete degree
program 76-78 credits
Sample curriculum outline
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Term Hours: 15
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Spring semester

CHEM 102  General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology 4
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology

Electives or major requirements

Term Hours: 15
Spring semester

PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206  and Human Physiology Laboratory
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3
or or Psychology of the Abnormal
PSYC 407
Electives or major requirements
Term Hours: 15
Junior year
Fall semester
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Electives or major requirements 10-11
Term Hours: 14-16
Spring semester
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Electives or major requirements 10-11
Term Hours: 14-16
Senior year
Fall semester
Credits to complete degree program 30
Term Hours: 30
Total Hours: 118-122

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Preparation for professional studies in
veterinary medicine

Important general information

Students interested in the pre-veterinary medicine advising track must
obtain a bachelor's degree and complete the necessary prerequisites in
order to apply for veterinary school. Those interested in veterinary school
should consult with a pre-professional health adviser to learn about
requirements that are specific to the schools of veterinary medicine to
which they hope to apply.

Admission to and completion of a pre-veterinary medicine program or
advising track does not constitute admission to a veterinary school.

If interested in preparing for veterinary school, students should declare
an academic major while also declaring their pre-veterinary advising track
through the Office of Pre-Professional Health Advising. Students do not
earn a pre-veterinary medicine degree. If unsure of their academic majors
initially, students should clarify their academic interests through regular
conversations with their advisers. Pre-veterinary medicine students are
encouraged to major in fields of greatest interest to them.

Prerequisites for veterinary school

The GRE is taken prior to application to veterinary school and those
scores are weighed heavily in admissions decisions. Students registered
to take the GRE are strongly advised to prepare thoroughly through self-
directed study or through a prep course.

Science and non-science courses required for veterinary
school

General biology, cell biology, general chemistry, organic chemistry,
biochemistry and physics are required science prerequisites for
admission to veterinary school.

Other science courses, including genetics, animal physiology,
comparative vertebrate anatomy and microbiology are strongly
recommended for pre-veterinary students.

Nondegree-seeking students

University Academic Advising advises students admitted to VCU with

a “nondegree-seeking” status. Undergraduate nondegree-seeking
students who have not previously earned a baccalaureate degree may
take a maximum of 11 credit hours per semester. Transient students
who are seeking a degree at another institution of higher education
may take up to 19 credit hours per semester. The nondegree-seeking
student adviser helps these students identify appropriate courses for
registration according to their educational goals, as well as helping with
the registration process. To schedule an appointment with a university
academic adviser, please call (804) 827-8648.

Advising after the first year

Academic advising for sophomores, juniors and seniors is generally
provided by faculty and professional advisers within the school or college
where their major resides. Students in foundation programs such as
Business Foundation, Art Foundation or Lower-division Social Work

are continuously advised by University Academic Advising until their
successful admission into upper-division standing. Students in pre-
nursing, pre-clinical laboratory sciences, pre-clinical radiation sciences
and pre-dental hygiene are continuously advised by pre-health advisers



in UAA until their successful admission to a professional program or
transition into parallel majors.

To schedule an appointment with your adviser, log in
to vcu.campus.eab.com (http://vcu.campus.eab.com). The schools,
departments and colleges are listed below.

College of Humanities and Sciences

(including the Richard T. Robertson School of Media and Culture and the
School of World Studies)

Phone: (804) 827-8211

Department of Clinical Laboratory Sciences (in the School of Allied Health
Professions)
Phone: (804) 828-9469

Department of Radiation Sciences (in the School of Allied Health
Professions)
Phone: (804) 828-9104

L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
Phone: (804) 827-0790

School of the Arts
Phone: (804) 828-1129

School of Business
Phone: (804) 828-3710

School of Dentistry — Dental Hygiene Program
Phone: (804) 828-9096

School of Education
Phone: (804) 828-3382 (or see College of Humanities and Sciences for
undergraduate advising within the major)

School of Engineering
Phone: (804) 828-3925

School of Nursing
Phone: (804) 828-5171

School of Social Work
Phone: (804) 828-0703

VCU Life Sciences
Phone: (804) 828-5600

University College
Phone: (804) 827-8648

The Honors College
Phone: (804) 828-1803

For additional information, visit academicadvising.vcu.edu (http://
academicadvising.vcu.edu).

Academic advising and learning support courses

UAA offers several academic advising and learning support courses to
students, including “Introduction to the University,” “Investigations in
Learning,” and “Education and Career Planning.” These courses support
students in achieving academic success.
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Learning support

The university offers the following centers and services as additional
support to students.

Campus Learning Center

A learning and tutoring resource, the Campus Learning Center enhances
undergraduate students’ academic success at VCU. All CLC services

are free for currently enrolled students. Students can schedule both
individual and drop-in tutoring sessions in a wide variety of subjects, from
courses in business to math and the social sciences.

The CLC also provides Supplemental Instruction, a nationally recognized
program that provides learning support from student leaders who work
with classroom instructors to make sure each Sl session is beneficial.
Typical Sl offerings include sessions in entry-level sciences and the
social sciences. Sl offerings change slightly each semester, so students
are encouraged to check the website for updated offerings as well as
meeting times and locations. Focused learning courses in biology (UNIV

151 and UNIV 152) are graded one- or two-credit courses, which
integrate what-to-learn with how-to-learn. Each course is assigned a
peer leader who is majoring in biology and has had extensive training in
facilitating group-study sessions.

The CLC also provides the Campus Testing Center, which offers
administration of proctored exams, make-up testing and placement
exams. For make-up testing, students must consult with their professors
to arrange for tests to be taken in the Campus Testing Center. The
professor will then send the exam directly to the test center, and the
student will schedule a time to take the exam

For more information on the Campus Learning Center, visit the CLC on the
Web or call (804) 827-8108.

Writing Center

The Writing Center offers free writing assistance for undergraduates,
graduate students and faculty from any discipline. Consultants trained in
the practice of effective writing and writing instruction offer one-on-one
sessions to facilitate writers’ work on assignments.

The Writing Center is a collaborative environment designed to help
students produce sharper, more critical thinking and a greater sense of
audience as they write. Writing Center consultants encourage students
to connect with their work, to invest in it and to take better ownership of
their thinking and the subsequent writing that they produce. Weak writing
is characterized by weak thinking and exacerbated even more by the
distance between the writing task and the student writer. Negotiating this
distance is hard work made all the more difficult when students labor in
isolation. Working with a consultant the Writing Center helps overcome
this isolation and helps students to view their work as a meaningful
expression of their thinking.

The Writing Center offers appointments as well as assistance on a drop-
in basis. Online services are available to students enrolled in distance-
learning courses and for students who are otherwise unable to make it to
campus for face-to-face consultations.

For more information, visit the Writing Center online or call (804)
828-4851.
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Student-athlete support services

The Office of Student Athlete Support Services coordinates academic
advising for all student-athletes throughout their enroliment at VCU.
This support enhances the opportunities for academic and personal
success for student-athletes. The support staff assists students in the
development of educational plans, ensures that VCU policies and NCAA
rules and regulations regarding academics are being followed, and that
students’ needs are successfully being met.

The student-athlete adviser helps student-athletes to understand VCU
policies, achieve adequate progress toward graduation, overcome
academic difficulties, develop future career goals and maintain NCAA
eligibility. Optimal educational and personal success is maximized
through tutoring services, study hall, a mentoring program and life-skills
development. All freshmen are required to meet weekly with a team
adviser, sophomores meet biweekly and all upperclassmen meet with an
adviser at least three times per semester. Student-athletes must meet
with their adviser to register for classes each semester.

The Office of Student Athlete Support Services has implemented a unique
mentoring program where student-athletes help each other create a
strong game plan for success. Each semester, junior and senior student-
athletes with a minimum GPA of 3.0 are chosen as mentors. The mentees
are freshman student athletes and any other student-athletes in need

of intense individual support. The mentors and mentees are required to
meet weekly and create detailed academic plans for the coming week.
The mentors are required to attend biweekly training with the staff of the
Office of Student-Athlete Advising.

Academic regulations and general degree
requirements

Students are responsible for knowing and fulfilling all general and
specific degree requirements as described in this section.

It is the responsibility of all undergraduate students to be familiar with
the Undergraduate Bulletin of record (the bulletin in effect at the time

of official admission), as well as the academic regulations in individual
school and department publications and on program websites; however,
in all cases, the academic regulations and general degree requirements,
as published on this Undergraduate Bulletin website, take precedence
over individual program policies and guidelines.

Advising program

Individual student advising is an integral part of the VCU student’s
academic program. Each degree-seeking student is assigned an
academic adviser who is available for academic advising. Nondegree-
seeking students should contact the University Academic Advising
Program at (804) 827-UNIV (8648). For definitions of degree- and
nondegree-seeking students, refer to the Categories of student
enrollment section (p. 53) of this bulletin.

Additional assistance for all students is available from the Counseling
Center and University Career Services.

Current mailing address

Every VCU student is responsible for keeping a current mailing address
on file with the Office of Records and Registration. Please verify your
current address on eServices (https://my.vcu.edu).

If a student’s mailing address is not accurate, the student should use
eServices (https://my.vcu.edu) to make changes. Students may also
submit any change of address in writing to the Office of Records and
Registration, Harris Hall, 1015 Floyd Ave., P.O. Box 842520, Richmond, VA
23284-2520 or the Student Services Center in Harris Hall.

All official mailings are sent to the permanent address on file in the Office
of Records and Registration.

Email is considered an official method for communication at VCU
because it delivers information in a convenient, timely, cost-effective
and environmentally aware manner. Mail sent to a student’s VCU
email address may include notification of university-related actions,
including disciplinary action. Students who use email addresses other
than their required name@vcu.edu email address also must check
their name@vcu.edu address frequently for official messages from the
university.

Attendance regulations

The instructional programs at VCU are based upon a series of class
meetings involving lectures, discussions, field experiences, special
readings and reporting assignments. Therefore it is important for each
student to be in attendance on a regular basis. A student who misses
a class session is responsible for completing all material covered or
assignments made during the absence.

Instructors must clearly inform the student in the syllabus or in writing
of the attendance requirements for each course and the corresponding
consequences of poor attendance. Though the attendance requirements
may vary widely from one course to another, students must abide by
these requirements. Students cannot enroll in two courses that meet
concurrently without written approval from the chair of each department
involved.

Students having attendance problems should contact the instructor to
explain the reasons for nonattendance and to discuss the feasibility of
continuing in the course. If the student has fallen so far behind that the
successful completion of the course is impossible, the student should
withdraw from the course before the end of the first 10 weeks of classes.

If the student continues to miss class and does not officially

withdraw from the course, the instructor may withdraw the student for
nonattendance with a mark of W before the end of the first 10 weeks of
classes or may assign an academic grade at the end. Withdrawals are

not permitted after the end of the first 10 weeks of classes. For classes
that do not conform to the semester calendar, the final withdrawal date
occurs when half of the course has been completed. Withdrawal dates for
summer session classes are provided on the Summer Studies Calendar
(http://www.summer.vcu.edu/calendar).

Religious observances

It is the policy of VCU to accord students, on an individual basis, the
opportunity to observe their traditional religious holidays. Students
wishing to observe a religious holiday of special importance must provide
advance written notification to each instructor by the end of the second
week of classes. On these dates, instructors are encouraged to avoid
scheduling one-time-only activities that cannot be replicated. Through
such strategies as providing alternative assignments or examinations,
granting permission for audio or video recordings or the use of the
Internet, faculty members are expected to make reasonable academic



accommodations for students who are absent because of religious
observance.

Mandated short-term military training

Students called to report for mandated military training must provide
advance written notification to each instructor several weeks in advance
of training. Faculty members are expected to make reasonable academic
accommodations for students who are absent because of mandated
short-term military training (short-term is defined as several days not to
exceed two weeks).

Student conduct in the classroom

The instructional program at VCU is based upon the premise that
students enrolled in a class are entitled to receive instruction free from
interference by other students. Accordingly, in classrooms, laboratories,
studios and other learning areas, students are expected to conduct
themselves in an orderly and cooperative manner so that the faculty
member can proceed with customary instruction. Faculty members
(including graduate teaching assistants) may set reasonable standards
for classroom behavior in order to meet these objectives. If a student
believes that the behavior of another student is disruptive, the faculty
member should be informed.

If a faculty member believes that a student’s behavior is disrupting

the class and interfering with normal instruction, the faculty member
may direct the student to leave the class for the remainder of the class
period. In such circumstances, the faculty member is the sole judge that
the student’s behavior is sufficiently disruptive to warrant a temporary
dismissal from the classroom. Disruptive behavior on the part of the
student may result in the filing of formal charges under the university's
Rules and Procedures document.

Classification of students
Academic programs

Full-time and part-time degree-seeking students, but not nondegree-
seeking students, are classified by credit hours earned as follows:

Freshmen 1 to 23 credit hours
Sophomores 24 to 53 credit hours
Juniors 54 to 84 credit hours
Seniors 85 credit hours and more

Health science programs

Classification is determined by curriculum requirements for individual
programs.

Categories of student enroliment

VCU provides a variety of ways in which a student may pursue a course
of study.

Degree-seeking student

This student has fulfilled the admission requirements of the university
and a particular school and is enrolled in a bachelor's (four-year) degree
program or a health sciences preparatory program. A degree-seeking
student may engage in studies as either a full-time student (12 credits or
more per semester) or as a part-time student, and may enroll for day and/
or evening classes.
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Furthermore, a degree-seeking student may pursue a program of study in
one of the following ways:

1. As a declared major in a school or college. The student who declares
a specific major when entering VCU begins a course of study leading
to a degree in the declared major. (The student may change the major
at a later date.)

. As a pre-health major. The student declares a pre-health major
(clinical laboratory sciences, dental hygiene, nursing or clinical
radiation sciences) and completes the prerequisites for future
eligibility to apply for admission into the health science major.
Completion of the pre-health major does not guarantee admission
into the desired health sciences program. Pre-health majors are not
degree-granting programs. Students should consult the program
admission requirements for the intended program they wish to
pursue.

3. As an undeclared student. Students who have not selected a specific
major, may select the “undeclared” category. Students are advised
through University Academic Advising using general academic lines
so they may enroll in courses that will assist them in more clearly
defining their academic or career objectives.

The advising program is flexible enough to suit the interest of any
student, yet it is basic to a number of fields of study in different
schools. During the first year of study, students are encouraged

to investigate various fields until they find a major that suits their
interests, needs and goals. Resources are available from University
Career Services and through UNIV 103.

Students must define these goals and declare a major area of
study no later than the semester in which they complete 60 credits,
generally after two years of study.

Nondegree-seeking student

A student who meets the requirements for undergraduate eligibility may
enroll for credit as a nondegree-seeking student in day and/or evening
classes at VCU without seeking admission to a degree program.

Undergraduate nondegree-seeking students are advised about course
selections and aided in educational and vocational planning by University
Academic Advising and may schedule an appointment by calling (804)
827-8648. Such students are ineligible for financial aid.

Permission to enroll as a nondegree-seeking student does not ensure
later admission as a degree-seeking student. Continuance in this status
is dependent on academic performance, and nondegree-seeking students
are subject to the continuation regulations stated in this chapter.

The undergraduate nondegree-seeking student may pursue course work
in one of the following categories:

1. As a nondegree holder. This student has not previously earned a
baccalaureate degree. The student may take a maximum of 11
credits per semester (part time).

2. As a degree holder. This student has previously earned a
baccalaureate degree at VCU or another accredited institution and
plans to pursue additional undergraduate course work. The student
may take a maximum of 19 credits per semester.

3. As a transient student. This student is presently seeking a
baccalaureate degree at another institution of higher education, is
in good standing at that institution and plans to pursue a course
of study at VCU for no more than two semesters with the intent of
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transferring the work back to the home institution to complete the
degree. The student may take a maximum of 19 credits per semester
and must present a letter from the home institution approving

the student'’s status as a transient student at VCU. (Refer to the
Nondegree-seeking student guidelines (p. 54) section of this
bulletin).

Credits earned as a nondegree-seeking student are recorded on the
student’s permanent academic record. There is no limit placed on the
number of credits that can be earned in this classification. Nondegree-
seeking students who wish eventually to earn a baccalaureate degree
at VCU are encouraged to seek admission to a degree program before
accumulating 22 semester credits.

Nondegree-seeking student advising

Nondegree holders or degree holders who wish to take undergraduate
classes are advised through University Academic Advising. Nondegree-
seeking students must meet eligibility requirements (see the Nondegree-
seeking student guidelines (p. 54) section of this bulletin), are limited

to a maximum of 11 credits per semester and are not eligible for financial
aid. Nondegree-seeking degree holders (those students who already
hold a baccalaureate degree) may take more than 11 credits, but also
are not eligible for financial aid. Academic advisers assist nondegree-
seeking students by providing educational planning and information
about university resources and regulations. Nondegree-seeking degree
holders who wish to register for graduate courses need to contact the
specific academic department for advising. UAA is located in Hibbs Hall,
900 Park Ave., First Floor, P.O. Box 842002, Richmond, VA 23284-2002.
Phone: (804) 827-8648. Fax: (804) 827-4511.

Nondegree-seeking student guidelines

The first time a student registers as a nondegree-seeking student, he or
she must meet the following conditions of eligibility as appropriate to his
or her status:

1. Be a high school graduate or GED holder for one year before the
intended semester of entry or

2. Be an applicant who meets established admission requirements or

3. Be atransfer student who is eligible to return to the former institution
or has been out of school for at least one year for a first suspension
or five years for the second suspension incurred at any institution or

4. Be a former VCU student who is eligible to return (If the student has
been suspended from VCU for academic reasons, eligibility for future
enrollment must be re-established in accordance with procedures
outlined in the Readmission guidelines (p. 25) section of the
“Admission to the university” chapter and the suspension policies
(p. 63) outlined in this chapter.) or

5. Be a bachelor’s degree holder taking undergraduate courses or

6. Be an eligible transient student (A transient student must present,
before or at the time of registration, a letter from the home institution,
which states that the student is in good standing, has permission
to study at VCU for transfer back to the home institution and which
outlines the courses to be studied at VCU.) or

7. Be anon-U.S. citizen who has been cleared through the Global
Education Office

Students are responsible for knowing the terms of eligibility and for
stating that they are eligible for nondegree-seeking student status.

The first time a student registers as a nondegree-seeking student, proof
of eligibility is required. Students must provide a signed “Certificate of

Eligibility” form, which is available online at Records and Registration
Forms (http://rar.vcu.edu/forms). A student also may establish eligibility
by providing verification of high school graduation, GED certification or
verification that he or she is eligible to return to the previous institution of
study.

If the student’s eligibility cannot be verified or if the student is found
ineligible, the grade on the course taken is changed to no credit (NC).
An administrative hold is placed on future registrations until eligibility is
established.

Nondegree-seeking students who hold bachelor’'s degrees are classified
as DHG (degree-holder graduate) if they enroll in one or more graduate
courses. DHG students are charged the graduate rate. Nondegree-seeking
students who hold undergraduate degrees are classified as DHU (degree-
holder undergraduate) if they enroll in all undergraduate courses. DHU
students who enroll in 12 or more credits are charged at the full-time
undergraduate rate. If they make changes to their course enroliment by
the end of the add/drop period, their classification and charges change in
accordance with these guidelines.

Degree-holding nondegree-seeking students enrolling in graduate courses
should refer to the online Graduate Bulletin.

Nondegree-seeking students who plan to earn a degree eventually must
apply for degree admission and, depending on their credentials, may be
required to complete 15 credits with an earned GPA of 2.0, which includes
a minimum of two courses (totaling six credits) required by their degree
curriculum.

Students studying on foreign visas, because of U.S. immigration and
naturalization regulations, are expected to enroll as full-time students and
usually are not permitted to enroll as nondegree-seeking students.

Registration policies
Continuous enrollment

Students who withdraw from all courses after the first week of the
semester are considered to have been enrolled for the semester.
Students who do not attend VCU for three or more successive semesters
excluding summer sessions must submit an application for readmission
to the Undergraduate Admissions. See the Undergraduate Readmission/
Continuous Enrollment Chart (p. 25) for details on readmission and
continuous enrollment. Students who have attended another institution
and wish to return after the allowable absence period or who have

been suspended since their last enrollment at VCU also must apply for
readmission. This application must be completed and turned in before
the application submission date for the semester in which the student
plans to return. For health science programs, breaks in enrollment must
be approved by the department.

Student load

Student load is the total number of credits for which a student is enrolled
in any one semester. The semester credit is the quantitative unit by which
courses are measured and is defined by the number of credit hours as
found under general course information (p. 59).

Full-time and part-time students

A student enrolled in 12 credits or more during any fall or spring semester
is classified as full time. A student enrolled in 11 credits or less during
any semester is classified as part time. Both full-time and part-time
students may seek degrees at VCU. However, some curricula may require



full-time status. For more information, see the Categories of student
enrollment (p. 53) section of this bulletin.

Academic overload

A degree-seeking undergraduate student may take no more than 19
credits per semester without special permission. This maximum load
excludes holiday intersession courses. More than 19 credits per semester
constitute an academic overload and will incur course overload fees.
Health science curricula requiring more than 19 credits per semester are
exempt from this rule. See additional information on a course overload in
the Tuition and fees charges (p. 26) section of this chapter.

The student’s adviser and academic dean may permit a student to
attempt more than 19 credits in any one semester. An “Overload Approval
Form” may be obtained from the Student Services Center in Harris Hall or
online at Records and Registration Forms (http://rar.vcu.edu/forms).

Undergraduate nondegree-seeking students may take no more than 11
credits per semester. Overloads for nondegree-seeking students are not
permitted. A nondegree-seeking student who wishes to take more than 11
credits must first be accepted as a degree-seeking student.

For information about credits earned concurrently at another institution,
see concurrent registration below.

Credits allowable during summer sessions

Each summer course is designed to provide one semester’'s work. With
careful scheduling, it is possible for students to earn as many as 15
credits during the summer if course work extends over the full summer
calendar. Students may not take more than 15 credits without special
permission from the Summer Studies Office, which is located at Hibbs
Hall, 900 Park Avenue, Room 201; or phone (804) 827-4586.

Summer classes are intensive and demanding. Students experiencing
academic difficulty should consider this advisory carefully before
registering for summer classes.

Prerequisite enforcement

Qualified course prerequisites take the form of a course subject

(HIST) and number (101). Unless otherwise specified, the minimum
grade required to satisfy a stated course prerequisite is a D. These
prerequisites are enforced at the time of registration and assume
successful completion of any prerequisite courses for which a student
is currently enrolled. A registration error message is returned if one or
more qualifying course prerequisites are not met. Specific prerequisites
for an individual course can be viewed via eServices by selecting the
View Catalog Entry link. Before seeking override permission to enroll
for a specific course, students and advisers are encouraged to view the
eServices catalog entry. Students who are preregistered in a course
with one or more prerequisites and subsequently fail to satisfy the
prerequisite(s) will be removed from the course prior to the end of add/
drop.

Audit registration

Class size permitting, a student may register for a course on an audit
basis. A student may register for audit only during add/drop and late
registration periods. Auditing a course means a student enrolls in

a course but does not receive academic credit upon completion of
the course. A student who registers on an audit basis is subject to
attendance regulations of that class and may be administratively
withdrawn by an instructor for a violation of class requirements for
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audit students, before or after the normal 10-week withdrawal deadline.

A student who registers for audit may be subject to other course
requirements at the discretion of the instructor. Audit students are
charged the regular rate of tuition and fees. An audit course is counted as
part of the student’s semester load for the purposes of full- or part-time
enrollment status but not for the purpose of financial aid.

Concurrent registration

Students enrolled in degree programs need prior approval to take courses
at other institutions to ensure credits earned concurrently at another
institution are accepted for transfer at VCU. Before registration at the
other institution, the student needs approval by his or her adviser,
department chair, program head and academic dean. A “Request to Take
Courses at Another Institution” form may be obtained from the Student
Services Center in Harris Hall or online at Records and Registration
Forms (http://rar.vcu.edu/forms). Credits taken at another institution will
not be counted toward enrollment level for financial aid purposes at VCU
unless these courses are part of an approved articulation agreement that
allows or requires courses to be taken at another institution.

Change in registration

Once a student has registered for classes, changes in registration must
be made according to the procedures listed below. Whenever a student
makes any change in registration, the student should keep a copy of the
new schedule as verification of the change. Changes in registration may
affect current and future financial aid. Students are advised to consult
with a financial aid staff member before making any changes to their
enrollment status. See the Financial aid (p. 32) section of this bulletin
for detailed information on financial aid.

Cancellation of registration

Cancellation of registration must be completed before the end of the
add/drop period. To cancel registration, a student must drop all classes
using one of the following methods: 1) in writing to the Office of Records
and Registration, 2) in person at the Student Services Center or 3) via
eServices (https://my.vcu.edu). Refunds are issued in accordance with
procedures described under the refunds section in the Tuition, fees and
expenses (p. 26) section of this bulletin. For readmission guidelines,
consult the Admission to the university (p. 13) section of this bulletin.

During the add/drop period

Exact dates for add/drop periods before and during the first week

of classes are listed in the university academic calendar (http://
academiccalendars.vcu.edu). Changes in registration during the add/
drop periods can be made on the Web. Courses dropped during add/
drop periods do not show on a student’s permanent record. Changes
from audit to credit or credit to audit must be made before the end of the
add/drop and late registration periods and can be made at the Student
Services Center in Harris Hall.

After the add/drop period

After the add/drop period, students may not attend classes in
which they are not registered. Students cannot add a course after
the add/drop period. The university academic calendar (http://
academiccalendars.vcu.edu) lists the date when add/drop ends.

Drops are not permitted after the add/drop period has ended. However,
students may withdraw from classes in accordance with prescribed
procedures. To officially withdraw from a class, a student must obtain
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and file the appropriate form with the Office of Records and Registration
or utilize eServices.

If a student stops attending a class and fails to withdraw, a failing
grade is usually given for that course. Withdrawals become a part of
the student’s academic record with a mark of W. In classes that do not
conform to the normal semester calendar, the final withdrawal date is
when half of the course is completed.

For further information see withdrawal from the university below.
Students who withdraw from a course may be entitled to a refund. See
the university refund policy in the Tuition, fees and expenses (p. 26)
section of this bulletin.

Evening studies

VCU day and evening programs are academically integrated, and credit
earned in the evening program is identical to credit earned during the day.
A student may register for courses in the evening as a degree-seeking or
a nondegree-seeking student.

Withdrawal from the university

Students enrolled in health science programs should refer to school
guidelines. Withdrawal may affect continuance in health science
curricula.

Students who withdraw from all classes during a semester must notify, in
writing, the Office of Records and Registration before the end of the first
10 weeks of classes. Monroe Park Campus students may withdraw from
all classes using eServices by the end of the first 10 weeks of classes.
Failure to notify the Office of Records and Registration of intention to
withdraw from all classes or to withdraw from all classes using eServices
can result in the assignment of failing grades in all or some of the
courses. The final withdrawal date for classes whose meeting dates do
not conform to the semester calendar is the day when half of the course
has been completed. Forms to withdraw from courses are available

at the Student Services Center in Harris Hall or online at Records and
Registration Forms (http://rar.vcu.edu/forms).

A mark of W for withdrawn will appear on the student’s academic record
for all courses. Charges are assessed and adjusted according to the
university refund policy, which is published in the Tuition, fees and
expenses (p. 26) section of this bulletin.

When extraordinary circumstances require that a student requests
withdrawal after the final withdrawal date, the student must petition the
Academic Regulations Appeals Committee for consideration of a waiver
of this academic regulation. For further information, see the Appeal to
waive an academic regulation, Academic Regulations Appeals Committee
(p. 66) section of this bulletin.

Monroe Park Campus students who withdraw from all courses during

a semester may attend the following semester without submitting an
application for readmission. MCV Campus students should consult their
program adviser prior to any withdrawals for academic or health-related
reasons.

Also see cancellation of registration above.

Medical withdrawal

A student may experience a medical condition that makes him or her

unable to complete their studies once a semester is in progress. If this
occurs before the add/drop period is over then the student should drop
the class, and if it occurs after add/drop ends but before the last day to

withdraw, then the student should withdraw from the class. This should
be done using eServices or, if necessary, the dean's office can assist with
a drop or a withdrawal.

After the last day to withdraw but prior to the last day of classes per

the academic calendar, the student may petition the dean (or dean'’s
designee) for a medical withdrawal from all courses. The student must
present documentation of his or her medical condition that establishes

a significant degree of impairment in continuing his or her studies. This
documentation must include a letter, written on a letterhead, from a
licensed health care provider that establishes the dates of treatment, the
diagnosis and the degree of impairment that the condition has created.
This letter should also provide the date when the student became unable
to attend classes, or when the impairment was considered significant
enough to affect academic performance. The dean (or dean’s designee)
may at his or her discretion determine whether a medical withdrawal from
all courses is appropriate. A medical withdrawal may only be granted for
all courses taken that semester.

The student’s transcript will reflect a grade of W for all courses taken that
semester. No special designation for medical withdrawals is made on the
transcript, and tuition and fees are levied in the same manner as other
withdrawals. (See University refund policy (p. 26) section. (http://
www.pubapps.vcu.edu/Bulletins/undergraduate/?uid=10096&iid=30703))
Medical withdrawals may impact future financial aid in relation to
Satisfactory Academic Progress (http://www.enrollment.vcu.edu/finaid/
progress.html).

If the student wishes to be withdrawn from selected courses only, or
if the dean (or dean’s designee) denies the petition, or if the request
is made after the last day of classes per the academic calendar,
then the student may pursue the matter further by filing a petition
for a retroactive withdrawal with the Academic Regulations Appeals
Committee (p. 66).

Degree options
Major

A major is a student'’s principal field of study. Majors are in specific
disciplines or are interdisciplinary groupings of courses that are designed
to make a coherent whole. The department or program administering the
major specifies required and optional courses. Undergraduate students
must declare a major no later than the semester in which they are
enrolled in their 60th credit. Some majors require course sequences that
necessitate earlier selection of the major in order to earn a baccalaureate
degree within four years of full-time study. Therefore a registration hold
will be placed on any undeclared undergraduate student enrolled in their
60th credit. The hold will not be removed until the student meets with an
adviser for major selection.

The major becomes official only after the Office of Records and
Registration has received the Change of Major/Concentration Form
approved by the appropriate school dean, department chair or program
head. The major will appear on the student’s permanent record at the
time of graduation.

The following minimum requirements are needed for completion of a
major:

+ A minimum of 30 credits in the major area, at least half of which are
at the 300 or 400 level

+ Any special requirements stipulated by the major



A minimum major GPA of 2.0 (grade of C) is required for graduation.

The major area GPA will be calculated from all attempts in courses

that are designated as required or optional in the student’s major area,
regardless of assigned grade. Exceptions to this calculation will be
grades omitted due to a historical academic repeat or the grade exclusion
policy. Students should consult with their department or program to
determine if a higher GPA is specified for graduation. Only course credits
taken at VCU are computed in the major GPA.

Concentration

A concentration is a set of courses that provides structured study in a
topic within the major. Concentrations require a minimum of nine credits,
with a normal maximum of 15 credits. The department or program
administering the concentration specifies required and optional courses.
The concentration may be used to fulfill career needs or to facilitate in-
depth investigation in a topic related to an area of interest to the student.
The concentration becomes official only after the Office of Records and
Registration has received the Change of Major/Concentration Form
approved by the appropriate school dean, department chair or program
head. A concentration will appear on the student’s permanent record

at the time of graduation. All courses in the concentration must be
completed before graduation with a bachelor’s degree.

Double major

A double major is the concurrent fulfillment of the requirements of two
majors. To earn a degree with two majors, the student must complete
the courses required in each major, any collateral/prerequisite courses
required for both majors and the general education requirements,
including the University Core curriculum, of the primary major.

The primary major is the major that appears on the transcript as the
degree awarded and the second major will appear as an accompanying
note. One diploma is awarded and both majors will appear on the
student’s academic record.

The double major becomes official only after the Office of Records and
Registration has received the Change of Major/Concentration Form
approved by the appropriate school dean, department chair or program
head.

Dual degrees

Dual degrees are the concurrent fulfillment of the requirements of two
majors and two degrees. To earn dual degrees, the student must fulfill
all the requirements of the degree programs in both majors, the general
education requirements of the primary degree, including the University
Core curriculum, and complete an additional 30 credit hours above the
minimum hour degree requirement of the primary degree.

Second baccalaureate degree

A student who already has earned a baccalaureate degree from VCU or
another institution and wishes to earn a second baccalaureate degree at
VCU must complete the admissions process outlined in the Admission to
the university (p. 13) chapter of this bulletin.

Students who have earned a baccalaureate degree at another regionally
accredited institution but who wish to acquire a second baccalaureate
degree from VCU will be considered to have fulfilled the University Core
Curriculum as well as the university general education requirements for
the second degree. Such students will be expected to meet all college,
school and departmental requirements.
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Students seeking a second baccalaureate degree must earn, at VCU

and after acceptance into the second baccalaureate degree program,

a minimum of 30 additional credits applicable to the second degree
program. Each additional baccalaureate degree pursued requires an
additional 30 applicable credits. Prior to undertaking the second degree,
students must have their accumulated credits evaluated and approved by
the Transfer Center.

In addition, students must meet the degree requirements for all
undergraduate students (p. 58) as found in this section of the bulletin.

Minor

A minor is a set of courses analogous to and named for an existing major
or discipline, or an interdisciplinary grouping of courses not represented
by a major. Although a minor is not required for completion of most
degree programs, a student may elect an approved minor. Minors require
a minimum of 18 credits, with a normal maximum of 21 credits. Unless
approved by the University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, at
least nine of the credits in a minor must be in 300-level or higher courses,
unless a greater number is specified. Students must achieve a minimum
GPA of 2.0 in designated course work in order to earn the minor. The
department or program administering the minor specifies required and
optional courses. The minor may be used to fulfill career needs or to
facilitate in-depth investigation in a discipline of secondary interest to the
student.

The minor becomes official only after the Office of Records and
Registration has received approval from the appropriate school dean,
department chair or program head. A student cannot minor in a discipline
identical to the major. A minor will appear on the student’s permanent
record at the time of graduation if the student has completed all
requirements for the minor and approval has been granted by the
appropriate school dean, department chair, program head or designee.
All courses in the minor must be completed before graduation with a
bachelor's degree.

Change of academic program (major,
concentration, minor)

Before initiating a change of major, concentration or minor, students
should contact the office administering the program of study to carefully
review the requirements and prerequisites. In certain programs —
including those in the schools of the Arts, Business, Media and Culture,
and in the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies program — a candidate
must fulfill additional requirements before authorization to enter the
program is granted. Credits previously earned at VCU or at another
university may or may not be applicable to the new academic program.

The academic program change becomes official after the Office of
Records and Registration has received authorization from the appropriate
school dean, department chair or program head. Changes in academic
program may occur for the current semester only through the add/drop
period. Changes processed after the add/drop period are effective for

the following fall or spring semester, and changes processed during the
summer sessions are effective for the following fall semester.

Students currently enrolled in an MCV Campus program who wish to
change to a curriculum on the Monroe Park Campus should follow
the process mentioned above. Such students are subject to the
continuance policy of the Monroe Park Campus after the academic
program change has occurred. Students currently enrolled in an MCV
Campus undergraduate program who wish to change to another MCV
Campus undergraduate curriculum must go through the admission



58 Degree requirements for all undergraduate students

process outlined in the Admission to the university (p. 13) chapter of
this bulletin.

Undergraduate degree-seeking students who wish to enter a graduate
or professional program must go through the admission processes
outlined in the Graduate or Professional Programs bulletins online.
Students enrolled in a graduate or professional program of study

at VCU who wish to return to a previous undergraduate program in
which a degree has not been awarded may do so through a change in
academic program as outlined above. Such students should consult
the Graduate or Professional Programs bulletins regarding the process
for withdrawing from their current graduate or professional program

of study. If a degree already has been awarded in an undergraduate
program of study, graduate or professional students must go through the
admission process to re-enter an undergraduate program as outlined in
the Admission to the university (p. 13) chapter of this bulletin.

Nondegree-seeking students intending to enter a degree-seeking status
must go through the admission process outlined in the Admission to the
university (p. 13) chapter of this bulletin or the admission processes
outlined in the Graduate or Professional Programs bulletins online.

Degree requirements for all
undergraduate students

The degree requirements that must be fulfilled by all degree-seeking
students are listed below. For additional degree requirements, students
must consult the school and major departmental sections of this bulletin.

In order for a student to be awarded a diploma, he or she must resolve
any outstanding charges owed to the university. The university does
not guarantee the award of a degree or a certificate of satisfactory
completion of any course of study or training program.

The university reserves the right to revoke any degree, certificate or

other university recognition for cause. In addition, any time following

the award of a degree, certificate or other university recognition, the
university reserves the right to take appropriate action, including, but not
limited to, the revocation of such degree, certificate or other university
recognition, on the basis of academic misconduct discovered subsequent
to, but which occurred prior to, the awarding of the degree, certificate

or other university recognition. More specifically, when an action that
constitutes a violation of the VCU Honor System leads to a finding that
invalidates a major piece of work required for a degree, certificate or
other university recognition so that the validity of the degree, certificate
or other university recognition is jeopardized, the student or former
student will be subject to a sanction that may include (a) rejection of a
thesis, dissertation or other work, (b) revocation of a certification or other
university recognition or (c) revocation of a degree.

Effective bulletin

The bulletin for the academic year a student enters or re-enters a degree
program identifies the curriculum degree requirements for that student.
Students in continuous enrollment may fulfill the curriculum degree
requirements of the bulletin for the year they entered VCU or choose

to be subject to the curriculum degree requirements articulated in a
subsequent bulletin. Subsequent bulletins can be chosen throughout

a student’s academic career. In either case, students must fulfill all
curriculum degree requirements listed in the bulletin they choose.

A student’s effective bulletin will remain in effect until the degree is
awarded. Change in academic program (major, concentration, minor) will

not result in a change in effective bulletin unless the student chooses
to be subject to the curriculum degree requirements articulated in a
subsequent bulletin.

Students readmitted to the university will fall under the bulletin in
effect at the time of readmission. At the discretion of the school dean,
department chair or program head, degree requirements may be waived
and/or previously taken courses may be substituted for requirements in
effect at the time of readmission.

Upper-level courses

A minimum of 45 credits in 300- to 500-level courses or the equivalent is
required for a bachelor's degree.

GPA requirement

A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 (grade C) is required in order to receive
a baccalaureate degree. Only credits taken at VCU are computed in the
GPA.

Some programs may require a higher cumulative GPA. Students should
consult the section of this bulletin that deals with their major for any GPA
requirements above the university’s 2.0 minimum.

Major area GPA

A minimum major GPA of 2.0 (grade of C) is required for graduation.

The major area GPA will be calculated from all attempts in courses

that are designated as required or optional in the student’s major area,
regardless of assigned grade. Exceptions to this calculation will be
grades omitted due to a historical academic repeat or the grade exclusion
policy. Students should consult with their department or program to
determine if a higher GPA is specified for graduation. Only course credits
taken at VCU are computed in the major GPA.

Total credits

The minimum semester credits for any undergraduate VCU degree is 120.
The total number of semester credits required for graduation depends

on the student’s major and area of concentration. Specific information
on total credit requirements is detailed under individual degree program
descriptions in this bulletin.

25 percent rule

Degree candidates must complete at least 25 percent of the credit
semester hours required for their bachelor’s degree program at VCU,
including at least 30 of the last 45 credits. Active-duty service members,
reservists and National Guardsmen may complete the minimum of 25
percent of their degree requirements at any time while enrolled at VCU
and are exempt from the “30 of the last 45 credits” requirement. Other
exceptions to this rule may be granted by the Academic Regulations
Appeals Committee. If ARAC approves the request for a waiver, the
approved credits must be completed within three years from the time of
the waiver.

During a student’s last 45 credits at VCU, transfer credits attempted
elsewhere must be approved in advance by the appropriate school dean,
department chair or program head via the “Request to Take Courses at
Another Institution” form, available online at Records and Registration
Forms (http://rar.vcu.edu/forms).

This requirement does not apply to students who participate in VCU-
sponsored programs abroad or who earn course credit at a cooperating
university through VCU domestic and international university exchanges



or who are pursuing an undergraduate certificate independently of a
baccalaureate degree.

General course information
Credit hour

A credit hour is defined as a reasonable approximation of one hour of
classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours
out-of-class student work each week for approximately 15 weeks, or
the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Credit
is based on at least an equivalent amount of work for other academic
activities including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work
and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours and

is established by individual programs. This definition represents the
minimum standard. Student time commitment per credit hour may be
higher in individual programs.

Course numbering system

All schools and programs within VCU use the following course numbering
system. All course numbers consist of three digits (XXX). The first digit
relates to the course level as follows:

0XX - Noncredit courses

Courses with these numbers are offered for students to make up
deficiencies in previous training or to improve certain basic skills.

1XX and 2XX - Undergraduate, lower level

Courses offered primarily for undergraduate students and may not be
used for graduate credit, although graduate students may be required to
register for courses at this level to gain a necessary foundation for other
course work.

3XX and 4XX - Undergraduate, upper level

Courses offered for advanced undergraduates and usually constitute
the major portion of specific program work leading to the baccalaureate
degree. On occasion, students will be advised by their graduate advisers
to enroll in 4XX courses for prerequisite work. Graduate programs can
require that 400-level courses be taken, but credit in these courses
cannot count toward the graduate degree or in the graduate GPA.

5XX - Introductory graduate courses

Graduate students enroll for credit in these courses through the normal
graduate advising system. Departments may limit the number of 500-
level courses applicable to a graduate degree program. Advanced
undergraduates may enroll in these courses for credit with consent of the
offering department. Credit is applicable toward only one degree unless a
student is admitted to a course of study that allows a defined number of
shared courses.

5XX - First-year first-professional (dentistry, medicine,
pharmacy and physical therapy) courses

Normally open to students enrolled in the D.D.S., D.P.T., M.D. and
Pharm.D. programs. Certain courses of this group may be designated
by the department and approved by the University Graduate Council for
graduate credit.

6XX, 7XX and 8XX - Graduate courses

Graduate students enroll for credit in these courses through the normal
graduate advising system. Credit is applicable toward only one degree
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unless a student is admitted to a course of study that allows a defined
number of shared courses.

6XX and 7XX - Professional graduate courses

6XX: second-year first-professional [dentistry, medicine, pharmacy

and physical therapy (second and third year)] courses normally open
only to students enrolled in the D.D.S., M.D. and Pharm.D. programs.
Certain courses of this group may be designated by the department and
approved by the University Graduate Council for graduate credit.

7XX: third- and fourth-year first-professional (dentistry, medicine and
pharmacy ) courses normally open only to students enrolled in the D.D.S.,
M.D. and Pharm.D. programs. Certain courses of this group may be
designated by the department and approved by the University Graduate
Council for graduate credit.

Course interpretation

A single-number listing for a course, such as HIST 101, indicates it is
a one-semester course and may be offered each semester or only one
semester each year.

Courses listed with a double number, such as HIST 201, 202, are
designated as semester courses. They consist of two one-semester
courses either of which may be taken without the other.

Courses listed with a double number, such as CHEM 101-102, are
designated as a continuous course. They consist of two one-semester
courses, the first of which can be taken without the second, but the
second of which cannot be taken without the successful completion of
the first.

Course abbreviations ending in Z denote credit-bearing laboratories.

The university reserves the right to withdraw any course or program.

Grading and marking system
Evaluation and final grade reports

Students are encouraged to discuss their progress in courses with their
instructors, especially before the withdrawal deadline.

University policy requires faculty to provide students with feedback about
their academic performance before the semester or class withdrawal
date. Although such feedback does not always take the form of a letter
grade, grades do provide a clear indication of class progress.

Students who do not attend class are responsible for dropping or
withdrawing from class during the established dates. Exceptions to this
policy are made only in rare instances. Requests for an exception must
be filed with the Academic Regulations Appeals Committee within three
years of the semester of enrollment.

Grades are available via the Web through eServices (https://my.vcu.edu).

Grades and grade points

VCU course work is measured both in terms of quantity (semester hours
of credit) and quality (grades). Grades are assigned according to a letter
system. Each letter is assigned a grade-point value. These letter grades

and their respective meaning and grade-point values follow:
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Grade Meaning Grade-point
letter values per
semester credit

A 4.0

B 3.0

C 2.0

D 1.0

F 0.0

Fl Incomplete changed to fail 0.0

AP Advanced Placement (@)

AU Audit (@)

co Continued @)

CR Credit @)

H Honors (@)

HP High Pass (@)

| Incomplete (@)

IB International Baccalaureate (@)

IM Incomplete Military @)

M Marginal @)

NC Administrative grade with no credit (@)

NR/NG  Administrative grade assigned when no (@)

grade is submitted by the instructor

P Pass (@)

PR Progress (@)

TR Transfer Credit (@)

W Withdrawn @)

WM Withdrawn Military @)

DN D grade excluded from GPA @)

FN F grade excluded from GPA (@)

Grades designated by a blank, (_), in the grade-point column are not
considered in the computation of grade points earned or GPA.

The above scale is known as a four-point grading system since 4.0 is
the highest grade point assigned. The number of grade points earned is
computed by multiplying the grade-point value for the letter grade times
the number of semester credits for the course. For example, a student
who receives an A (four grade points) in a three-credit course earns 12
grade points.

The E notation, when following a letter grade, means that the course has
been repeated and the grade and earned hours are excluded from the
GPA. The A notation, when following a letter grade, means that course

is duplicate credit and the grade and hours are included in the GPA, but
the hours have been removed from earned hours total. The | notation,
when following a letter grade, means that the grade and earned hours are
included in the GPA. Letter grades preceded by an X are not computed in
the GPA. Grades of D or F may be assigned by the Honor Council and the
grade is computed in the GPA. However, a grade of W may be assigned
by the Honor Council and is not computed in the GPA. In both cases a
notation will be made on the academic transcript detailing the Honor
Council assignment.

Mark of audit (AU)

Courses assigned the AU grade will not be computed into the GPA and do
not result in earned credit hours.

Mark of continued (CO)

The mark of CO may be assigned as an interim mark for those courses
that run over more than one grade reporting period. The CO mark
indicates the course is not expected to be completed in a single semester
and that the student must reregister for the course in the following
semester. Upon departmental notification, CO marks for courses not
reregistered for in the following semester are converted to F grades. Upon
completion of the course, a final grade is assigned for that semester

and the previous CO mark(s) remain. This mark may be assigned only in
courses approved for such grading. Courses assigned the CO grade will
not be computed into the GPA and do not result in earned credit hours.

Mark of credit (CR)

Courses assigned the CR grade will not be computed into the GPA.
Mark of honors (H)

Courses assigned the H grade will not be computed into the GPA.
Mark of high pass (HP)

Courses assigned the HP grade will not be computed into the GPA.

Mark of incomplete (1)

When circumstances beyond a student’s control prevent the student from
meeting course requirements at the end of the semester, the student
may request the instructor to assign the mark of | for that semester. If in
agreement with this request, the instructor fills out an incomplete grade
assignment form bearing the student's signature. A grade cannot be
changed to | after the deadline for grade submissions.

All work must be completed and submitted in time to allow the instructor
to evaluate the work and submit a grade to the department no later than
30 calendar days after the beginning of the next semester. Incompletes
assigned in a fall semester must be converted within 30 calendar days of
the beginning of the spring semester. Incompletes assigned in the spring
semester or summer session must be converted within 30 calendar days
of the beginning of the fall semester.

Courses assigned the | grade will not be computed into the GPA. Upon
expiration of the deadline, an FI will be given automatically for any
incomplete that has not been changed to a grade.

Mark of incomplete military (IM)

See the Military services crisis tuition relief, refund and reinstatement
guidelines in the Tuition, fees and expenses (p. 26) section of this
bulletin. Courses assigned the IM grade will not be computed into the
GPA.

Mark of marginal (M)

Courses assigned the M grade will not be computed into the GPA.

Mark of pass (P)

The mark of P may be assigned only in courses approved for such
grading. This grade denotes satisfactory completion of course
requirements. If course requirements are not met satisfactorily, a grade
of F is assigned. Courses assigned the grade of P are not computed in
the GPA. However, courses assigned the grade of F are computed in the
GPA.



Mark of progress (PR)

A PR is assigned as an interim grade for certain continuing course
requirements that run over the grade reporting periods. The mark of PR
may be assigned only in courses approved for such grading. Courses
assigned the PR grade will not be computed into the GPA.

Mark of withdrawn (W)

The mark of W indicates the student has officially withdrawn from the
course or has been withdrawn for nonattendance. Students should refer
to any school- or course-specific policies related to withdrawal dates.
The last day to withdraw for the fall and spring semesters is the end of
the 10th week of classes. Summer session students should check the
Summer Studies Calendar (http://www.summer.vcu.edu/calendar).

Courses assigned the W grade will not be computed into the GPA. For
further information see the Withdrawal from the university entry in the
Registration policies (p. 54) section of this bulletin.

Mark of withdrawn military (WM)

Courses assigned the WM grade will not be computed into the GPA.
See the Military services crisis tuition relief, refund and reinstatement
guidelines in the Tuition, fees and expenses (p. 26) section of this
bulletin.

Grade-point average

The GPA is computed by dividing the number of grade points earned
at VCU by the number of credit hours attempted at VCU. The grades of
accepted transfer courses are not included in the computation of the
VCU GPA. However, transfer grades are included in the computation of
laudatory graduation honors.

VCU has three program levels: undergraduate, graduate and professional.
Each program level has a cumulative GPA. If you enroll in multiple
programs at the same degree level, your GPA for the multiple programs
will be merged. For example, if you graduate from an undergraduate
program at VCU and pursue a second undergraduate program at VCU, you
will have one continuous GPA.

Repeated courses

Because some programs do not allow students to repeat courses, any
student planning to do so must first consult with his or her adviser,
department chair or program head.

The semester credits attempted and the grade points earned for all
attempts are included in computing the cumulative GPA. No matter
how often a course is repeated, it may be counted only once as credits
presented toward graduation.

If a student repeats a course in which a D or F was earned on the first
attempt, the student can file the “Historical Repeat Course Option” form
at any time during a semester prior to the awarding of the undergraduate
degree. This form must be filed before the last week of classes in any
semester so the cumulative GPA can be adjusted at the end of that
semester. It is available online at Records and Registration Forms (http://
rar.vcu.edu/forms).

In the case of courses that are no longer offered at VCU, students may
take the established equivalent course at VCU and file the “Historical
Repeat Course Option” form as described in the previous paragraph.

The grade is not excluded until the request is made. If, however, more
than one D or F grade is received in the same course or its equivalent
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course, only one of these grades will be excluded from the computation
of the cumulative GPA.

Grades for all attempted courses remain on the student’s permanent
record. Students may not repeat courses for which they have previously
received transfer credit. A repeated course may be counted only once
toward credits necessary for graduation. Before repeating a course, the
student should consult with the adviser, department chair or program
head.

Initiating the repeated course option by using the “Historical Repeat
Course Option” form will not result in a change in previously earned
academic statuses (warning, probation, suspension). Students who
choose to repeat a course must do so before the awarding of their
undergraduate degrees from VCU, or from any other college to which VCU
course work is transferred. The student’s GPA at graduation will not be
affected by repeating a course at any time after graduation.

Students who are eligible to file a historical repeat on a course that would
change their academic standing have until the end of the add/drop period
the following semester to file an ARAC petition with their school/college
ARAC representative to request that the academic status be changed.
Once the add/drop period the following semester has passed the student
can still submit the historical repeat and have the grade point average
changed, but the academic status will not be changed. For courses taken
in the spring semester, the following semester is the summer session and
the petition must be filed within one week (seven days) of when the first
summer session starts.

Grade exclusion policy

This policy is applicable to former students enrolled in any undergraduate
program at the university who:

1. Have not enrolled at VCU for five years or more
2. Are now entering an undergraduate program

3. Earn a minimum 2.0 GPA on the first 12 semester hours completed
upon return

Under this policy, eligible students may request that D and F grades
previously earned at VCU be excluded from their total credits earned and
GPA computation for the purpose of meeting scholastic continuance and
graduation requirements.

All earned grades, including those excluded D and F grades, remain on
the student’s academic record. Excluded grades must be approved by the
student’s major department chair and by the dean of the school.

Initiating the grade exclusion option will not result in a change in
previously earned academic statuses (warning, probation, suspension).
Grades of DN and FN indicate that the letter grade is not computed in the
GPA.

The grade exclusion policy may be used only once during a student’s
enrollment at VCU and cannot be revoked by the student after approval is
granted. A student who chooses to use this policy must do so before the
awarding of his or her undergraduate degree.

Change of grade

A final grade may be corrected by the faculty member with proper
submission of the “Change of Grade” Form to the chair of the department
in which the course was taught. The chair will forward the form to the
school’s dean, who will send it to the Office of Records and Registration.
For grades awarded in the fall semester, the change of grade must be
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submitted by the department chair no later than 30 calendar days after
the beginning of the following spring semester. For grades awarded in
the spring semester or summer, the change must be submitted no later
than 30 days after the beginning of the following fall semester. However,
a change of grade that affects the student’s academic eligibility to enroll
must be made during the add/drop period in the semester or summer
session in which the student plans to continue attendance.

Grade review procedure

Undergraduate and graduate students of VCU have a right to appeal
course grades they consider to have been arbitrarily or capriciously
assigned or assigned without regard for the criteria, requirements

and procedures of the course stated in the syllabus or guidelines for
assignments. Grades determined by actions under authority of the VCU
Honor System may not be appealed through this procedure, nor may
dismissals that have occurred as a result of correctly derived course
grades.

Though the faculty has the responsibility for assigning grades on the
basis of academic criteria, such grade designations can sometimes raise
conflicts. Thus, while affirming the importance of maintaining standards
of excellence and the integrity of the teaching/learning process, the
university and its faculty also recognize that, on occasion, grades may be
inappropriately assigned. Should such conflicts occur, students have a
right to be fairly heard. When discrepancies occur concerning the grading
process, the welfare and integrity of both faculty and students are equally
important. This document is in no way intended to compromise the work
of the faculty.

The faculty member (or members, in the case of a jointly taught course)
bear the responsibility for specifying in writing at the beginning of each
class section the formal requirements of the course and the weights
that will be employed in determining the final course grade. The faculty
member(s) shall apply relevant grading criteria uniformly to all members
of the class.

Grades received through the grade review procedure are final and may
not be appealed.

Initiating an appeal

When a student has evidence that a final grade has not been assigned

in accordance with the stated criteria, the student shall discuss it first
with the faculty member. The faculty member will explain how the final
grade was determined. If the student continues to feel that the grade
was incorrectly assigned, a written appeal may be submitted to the chair
of the department in which the course was taught. Students appealing
grades assume the burden of proof. The appeal shall state and support
with all available evidence the reasons why the student believes the
grade should be changed. For grades awarded for the fall semester, the
written intent to appeal must be submitted no later than 14 calendar
days after the beginning of the spring semester. For grades awarded for
the spring semester or summer sessions, the written intent to appeal
must be submitted no later than 14 calendar days after the first day of
the fall semester. For schools that have a summer session or other less
common sessions, school policies may specify other deadlines to ensure
a timely appeal. Appeals submitted after the deadline will be heard only in
exceptional cases, as determined by the appropriate vice president.

The grade issued by the faculty member shall remain in effect throughout
the appeal procedure. In instances in which the failing grade is in a
prerequisite course in which safety or well-being of clients, patients or
the public is involved, the student shall not be allowed to enroll in the

subsequent courses in which safety and well-being may be at issue until
and unless the appeal is resolved in the student’s favor. In these cases,
the student who wishes to appeal is advised to do so as soon as possible
and it is the responsibility of the school to move the appeal process
expeditiously.

Mediation

The chair of the department shall attempt to mediate an amicable
solution within two weeks of receipt of the written appeal. If the
complaint is not resolved, the chair shall forward the student’s appeal

to the dean (or appropriate associate/assistant dean)1 of the school in
which the course was taught. The chair also shall submit to the dean

in writing the recommendation made to the two parties regarding the
appropriateness of the grade. If the grade being appealed was assigned
by the chair of the department, the dean shall assume the mediation
responsibility. If the grade being appealed was assigned by the dean, the
mediation responsibility will fall to the appropriate vice president.

In instances in which the dean of the school chooses for the
appropriate associate/assistant dean to manage the grade appeal,
the term “associate/assistant dean” may be substituted for the term
“dean” throughout this document.

Grade review committee

The dean shall form a grade review committee and designate the chair.
The committee has the option of either raising the grade or leaving the
grade unchanged.

The committee shall consist of one nonvoting faculty chair, two faculty
members and two students selected by the dean from disciplines whose
methods and techniques of teaching and testing are as similar as
possible to those of the discipline of the course in question. If the course
is multidisciplinary and the instructor(s) whose grade is being appealed
does not belong administratively in the school in which the course was
taught, the committee shall have at least one of the faculty members
from the instructor’s school.

Either party may challenge the committee’s membership for cause within
a week of being informed of the membership. The dean shall determine if
there is sufficient cause to remove the challenged committee member.

The committee shall meet initially to examine the written appeal and the
department chair's recommendation. It can require the faculty member(s)
to turn over to the committee grade records for that class or section

and any tests, papers and examinations by students of that class that
they may possess. The committee may require the student bringing the
appeal to turn over all tests, papers or other evaluations that have been
returned and all existing evidence that an improper grade was awarded.
The committee shall disregard any claim that a test or paper that has
been returned to a student was unjustly graded unless that test or paper
is produced for the committee’s inspection.

After examining the materials, the committee may, by a majority vote,
decline to hear an appeal that it judges to be patently without merit.
Otherwise, the committee will authorize its chair to arrange a date for a
hearing. The chair of the committee shall meet with each party prior to
the hearing to explain the rules and procedures of the hearing.

Grade review hearing

Grade appeal hearings will be open, closed or partially open (i.e., a
few close associates of each party may attend) by agreement of the
appealing student and the faculty member(s) and the chair of the



committee of the appealing student. In case of disagreement, the
committee shall decide. The chair has the option to declare closed an
open or partially open hearing in cases of disruption or in order to ensure
necessary confidentiality.

Both parties may have with them an adviser of their choice (who may not
be an attorney), with whom they may consult but who will not participate
in the questioning of witnesses and presentation of evidence unless

the opposing party and chair agree to it. The committee shall ask any
member of the VCU community whose testimony it deems relevant to be
available at an agreed-upon time to give testimony.

Either party may present additional witnesses as long as they remain
within their allotted time and their testimony is directly relevant to the
course at issue. Performance in other courses is not relevant. Witnesses
other than the appealing student and the faculty member(s) shall be
excluded from the hearing except when testifying. A hearing shall begin
with the student outlining the reasons for the appeal and all evidence that
exists of an improper grade. The faculty member(s) shall then explain the
criteria used for the original grade assigned. Each party will have a time
period not to exceed two hours in which to present a position.

The committee shall determine in executive session whether the grade
was justified according to the course in which the grade was given. If

the evidence is that the grade was determined according to the stated
objectives, criteria and grading procedures of the course, the committee
shall uphold the grade. The committee should also take into account that
purposes, methods, requirements and grading criteria differ from course
to course and that difference is a legitimate characteristic of a university
and its faculty. Further, the grade in some courses may be partly or solely
determined by a faculty member’s professional judgment, which in itself
cannot be overturned without evidence that the judgment was arbitrarily
or capriciously rendered. The committee shall consider (a) whether the
faculty member(s) articulated the criteria to be used (some criteria may
be implicit within the discipline), (b) whether those criteria were actually
used to determine the final grade and (c) whether the results of the
evaluation were communicated to the student.

No grade may be changed except by a vote of at least three out of four
voting members. When the committee has reached a decision, the
committee chair shall submit to the dean in writing the decision and
the reasons for it. The dean shall communicate in writing the decision
of the committee to the appealing student, faculty member(s) and the
department chair. If the grade has been changed, the dean also shall
notify the registrar.

The evidence, proceedings and the final decision of the committee shall
remain confidential. All documents shall be held in a confidential file by
the dean for one year. The party from whom a document was obtained
may request that it be returned at the end of the year. All documentation
not returned shall be destroyed by the dean one year later.

Approved by the University Assembly Dec. 3, 1981.
Effective Feb. 15, 1982.
Revised September 1996. Effective Aug. 15, 1997.

Please note: Any student who has questions about initiating an appeal
using the grade review procedure should call the office of the dean of his
or her school or college.
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Transcripts

A transcript is a copy of the student’s academic record. All official
transcripts are embossed with the university seal.

Official transcripts of student academic records are issued by the

Office of Records and Registration only upon the written request of

the student. Due to federal privacy laws, a signature is required to

release a transcript; therefore the office cannot fulfill email or telephone
requests for transcripts. The request should be made at least one week
before the transcript is needed. All transcripts are $5 each. Currently
enrolled students can obtain unofficial copies of transcripts via eServices
(https://my.vcu.edu).

An official transcript is issued only after the student has paid all
university bills.

Transcript requests signed by the student may be submitted in person
at the Student Services Center in Harris Hall, 1015 Floyd Ave., in Room
1100; or requests may be submitted by mail to the Office of Records and
Registration, P.O. Box 842520, Richmond, VA 23284-2520. Students and
recent alumni may request an official transcript and pay by credit card
by logging in to eServices and following the links to “Student/Student
Records.”

Degree Works

This computerized report tracks the completion of a student’s declared
degree by course and requirement. It outlines in concise form the
university core, general education, major, collateral requirements and
electives for a student’s degree program (and concentration) and the way
in which the student is completing those requirements. This report is

not intended to replace contact with academic advisers. It will, however,
provide accurate, up-to-date information to assist students and advisers
in making wise academic choices.

Continuance in academic programs

Monroe Park Campus programs

Definition of good standing

A student who is enrolled at VCU is in “good standing” until such time
the student is placed on academic warning, probation or suspension.
Students should consult their program of study regarding specific
academic standards constituting good standing in the program.

Academic warning

A student is placed on academic warning when the student’s cumulative
GPA falls below 2.0 (grade C) at the conclusion of any semester of
attendance — fall, spring or summer. Notification of warning appears

on the student’s academic record. A degree-seeking student on
academic warning may not enroll in more than 14 credits per semester of
attendance except under unusual circumstances and with the permission
of the dean or designee of the school or college in which the student is
enrolled. A nondegree-seeking student on academic warning may not
enroll for more than 11 credits per semester of attendance. A student
remains on academic warning for one semester of attendance, at the end
of which time the student must obtain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0.
Failure to achieve this GPA results in academic probation.
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Academic probation

A student is placed on academic probation when the student’s
cumulative GPA falls below 2.0 for two successive semesters of
attendance, including summer sessions. Notification of probation
appears on the student’s academic record.

A degree-seeking student on academic probation may not enroll in

more than 13 credits per semester of attendance. A nondegree-seeking
student on academic probation may not enroll in more than 11 credits per
semester of attendance. Students on academic probation are expected
to improve their cumulative GPA by achieving a minimum semester GPA
of 2.0 during each semester of attendance. A student who achieves a
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 is removed from academic probation.
Failure to achieve a 2.0 semester GPA while on probation results in
academic suspension.

Academic suspension

A student is placed on academic suspension when the student’s
cumulative GPA is below 2.0 for two successive semesters and the
following semester of attendance GPA falls below 2.0.

Notification of suspension appears on the student’s academic record.
The student also receives a letter from the Office of Records and
Registration stating the conditions of the suspension. Academic
suspension indicates the student has a record of continued
unsatisfactory progress.

A student on a first academic suspension may not enroll at the university
for two consecutive semesters, including the summer session. Course
work taken at another institution while the student is under academic
suspension from VCU is considered part of the criteria for readmission,
but the course work is not used to increase the VCU cumulative GPA. If
the student is readmitted, the course work will be evaluated according to
regular procedures.

A student may apply for readmission to VCU for the semester following
completion of the suspension period. A student readmitted after
suspension enrolls under the academic probation status and is subject
to the provisions of that status. If a student readmitted after suspension
fails to obtain a semester GPA of 2.0 in any semester before achieving

a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0, the student is placed on a five-year
suspension. The student may be considered for readmission after a
minimum five-year separation from VCU.

Although a student may be approved for readmission to VCU, the student
is not automatically eligible to receive federal or state financial aid.

See the Financial aid (p. 32) section of this bulletin for information

about Satisfactory Academic Progress standards and suspension of aid
eligibility. Detailed information about the SAP appeals process can be
found on the VCU Office of Financial Aid website (http://finaid.vcu.edu/
progress).

For Readmission guidelines (p. 25), see the Admission to the
university section of this bulletin.

MCV Campus programs

Warning, probation and suspension are defined by the program of study.
Consult the program adviser for further details. Students dismissed
from an MCV Campus program will be placed in the undeclared major.
Students who wish to pursue a different major should follow the process
outlined under the Change of academic program (p. 56) section in this
bulletin.

The individual health science schools recognize and support the
statements set forth by the licensing boards of the respective health
professions as they relate to examination, licensure and the practice

of each profession. When applicable, these standards may be used in
determining a student’s eligibility for continuance in or readmission to the
university.

Termination of enrollment

The university reserves the right to terminate the enrollment of any
student for unlawful, disorderly or immoral conduct, or for persistent
failure to fulfill the purposes for which he or she was matriculated. Any
students whose relations are so severed forfeit all rights and claims with
respect to the institution.

In addition to dismissal for failure to comply with standards of conduct
described in the Rules and Procedures of VCU and the VCU Honor Code,
a student may be dismissed from the academic unit in which he or

she is enrolled for failure to meet academic requirements prescribed

by his or her academic unit or failure to exhibit the attitudes and skills
deemed necessary to function within the chosen professional practice.
VCU recognizes its responsibilities to the health professions and to

the consumer of health services. Therefore any action by a student
considered to be unprofessional conduct according to the code of ethics
and the laws and regulations governing the student’s chosen profession
shall constitute cause for disciplinary action.

Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to:

1. Fraud or deceit in gaining admission to the university, i.e., false or
obviously misleading representations on the admissions application

2. An act that violates the established legal standards regarding
conduct of one person toward society, i.e., stealing, lying, cheating
and slander

3. Conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude

Graduation process
Graduation application

VCU confers degrees in May, August and December. A commencement
exercise is held in May for May graduates only. A commencement
exercise is held in December for August graduates and December
graduates. Each student who expects to complete the degree
requirements by the end of a semester or summer session must apply to
graduate in accordance with dates published on the university academic
calendar (http://academiccalendars.vcu.edu). Candidates who do not
graduate at the end of the semester for which they have applied must

reapply.

Students who may have enough credits to be eligible to graduate will be
notified by email of the graduation process each semester. The email
will contain submission deadlines and steps to begin the graduation
checkout process. Eligible students should apply to graduate by the
dates indicated in the email and noted in the university academic
calendar (http://academiccalendars.vcu.edu), which is available online.
Departments are notified once a student applies to graduate. Students
should schedule a conference with an adviser well in advance of the
deadline to ensure they are on track for graduation and should note that
approval by the department chair and dean is also required.

Students planning to graduate in the current semester should proceed as
follows:



+ Complete the Apply to Graduate procedure on eServices (https://
my.vcu.edu). The undergraduate graduation application will be
provided during this process. If a student is graduating from more
than one program (ex. dual or double degree program), they must
complete the entire graduation checkout process through eServices
for each program. The student’s department will be notified once all
steps are completed.

Complete the undergraduate graduation application according to
the instructions provided. A separate set of graduation forms must
be completed and submitted for each program from which students
intend to graduate.

No degrees will be conferred unless students apply to graduate.

Degrees will be awarded and diplomas issued in a current semester only.
Students who do not complete the graduation checkout process in the
semester in which they actually complete their programs will be awarded
their degrees in the semester in which they apply to graduate. In such
cases, a text notation will be added to the transcript to indicate the date
that course work for the degree was completed.

Graduation checklist

The total number of semester credits required for graduation depends
upon the degree program. Specific information may be found under
degree program descriptions. In addition to the specific requirements
listed by the college/school/department, the following graduation
checklist for undergraduate students summarizes all general
requirements for graduation and issuance of a diploma.

+ Overall undergraduate GPA and major area GPA must be, at minimum,
2.0.

+ Student must have completed 25 percent of the semester-hour
credits required for the bachelor's degree in residence at VCU,
including at least 30 of the last 45 credits.

+ Student must have earned a minimum of 120 credits, including
transfer credits.

+ Student must have earned a minimum of 45 upper-level credits.

+ All grades of Incomplete (1), Continued (CO), Progress (PR), Not
Recorded (NR) and No Grade (NG) must be converted to final letter
grades no later than the last day of class of the semester in which the
candidate plans to graduate.

Students are reminded to complete a final check of their academic
records before they exit the university to ensure that all temporary grades
have been converted, that the record accurately reflects their academic
histories and that all degrees have been posted. Requests for changes to
the academic record must be made within the first six months following
graduation, but this requirement may be superseded by other university-
specific deadlines (e.g., those governing requests for a change of grade).
Commonwealth of Virginia record-retention requirements may affect

the university's ability to address requests for changes to the academic
record. Students must settle all financial obligations to the university
prior to the issuance of a diploma.

Graduating with honors

Dean's list

The dean'’s list is a recognition of superior academic performance. A
student is automatically placed on the dean'’s list for each semester in
which a minimum semester GPA of 3.5 is attained, based on a minimum
of 12 semester credits, excluding courses graded credit/noncredit, with
no grade below C. A notation is placed on the student’s academic record.
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Students earning marks of | or PR are ineligible for the dean'’s list for the
semester in which these grades were earned.

Laudatory honors

Candidates for a baccalaureate degree who complete a minimum of 45
credits at VCU may qualify for graduation honors. Cum laude is awarded
for a 3.30 to 3.59 GPA, magna cum laude is awarded for a 3.60 to 3.89
GPA and summa cum laude is awarded for a 3.90 GPA or better, at the
time of graduation.

Calculation of the GPA for honors determination is based on grades
received for all courses taken for credit at VCU, as well as for credits
accepted for transfer at VCU. However, to qualify for graduation honors,
a student’s GPA for courses taken for credit at VCU must be at least

as high as the minimum required for the specific honor bestowed.
Recognition of graduation honors is made on the student’s diploma,
permanent record and in the commencement program (because of

the early publication of the commencement program, the honor status
from the last semester prior to graduation will be reflected in the
commencement program).

Students who have participated in the Honors College and who have met
requirements of that program may graduate with “University Honors.”
Please refer to The Honors College (p. 526) section of this bulletin for
more information.

Special notes for graduating financial aid
recipients

If a student plans to continue enrollment at VCU after graduation and
wants financial aid, he or she must apply and be accepted as a degree/
certificate-seeking student and enroll at least half time to meet financial
aid enrollment requirements. If a student received federal loan funds
during enrollment at VCU, he or she will be required to complete exit
counseling. The student’s diploma or transcript will not be released until
he or she completes this required obligation.

Exit counseling required

Exit counseling is required for students receiving the following loans:
William D. Ford Federal Direct Loans (subsidized or unsubsidized),
Federal Perkins Loan, Health Professions Student Loan, Nursing
Student Loan, Loans for Disadvantaged Students, Primary Care Loan
and University Long-term Loan. Borrowers will be notified about exit
counseling during the semester in which they are scheduled to graduate
or drop below half-time enrollment. Visit the VCU Office of Financial Aid
website for additional information about exit counseling for the Direct
Loan program (http://www.finaid.vcu.edu/assistance/loans/exit.html).

Awarding degrees posthumously

Recipients for posthumous degrees should meet the following
conditions:

The student was in good academic standing at the time of his or her
death.

There were no disciplinary actions pending against the student.

The death was not a result of illegal behavior on the part of the
student.

The student earned at least 30 credits at VCU and was within the last
30 credits of graduating.
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Graduate and professional programs will determine equivalent progress
of students toward their graduate or professional degrees.

A notation that the degree was awarded posthumously will be made
in the commencement program and on the transcript, but not on the
diploma.

Commencement participation policy

When a student has submitted a degree application for spring
graduation but does not meet degree requirements due to extenuating
circumstances, the student’s dean may permit the student to participate
in commencement exercises. Permission may be granted only when

six or fewer credits are lacking for degree completion and the student
demonstrates his or her intent to complete the needed credits by the end
of the summer session.

When such an exception is made, the dean confirms the following
conditions to the student:

+ Participation in the commencement ceremonies does not mean the
student has been awarded a degree.

+ The degree will be awarded in the semester or summer session in
which all degree requirements have been met.

+ The exemption is made only to accommodate the student’s request
and does not obligate VCU to ultimately grant a degree unless all
requirements and conditions have been met.

MCV Campus graduation candidates for degrees to be conferred at
the close of the spring semester must be present at the universitywide
graduation ceremony to receive their degrees. No individual may be
exempt from this regulation unless excused by the dean of his or her
school.

Appeal to waive an academic regulation,
Academic Regulations Appeals Committee

The Academic Regulations Appeals Committee considers appeals for
exceptions to undergraduate program academic regulations listed in this
bulletin. The committee — composed of faculty and administrators from
each school and the college, and representatives from the Division of
Strategic Enrollment Management and the Office of Disability Support
Services — is a standing committee of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Undergraduate students who wish to petition the university for a waiver
of the regulations in this bulletin may do so through the Academic
Regulations Appeals Committee. Students who have been accepted to
the graduate portion of a five-year bachelor's/master’'s program may
also need to make an appeal through the Graduate School. Examples
of typical petitions are requests for retroactive withdrawal, waiver of
the continuance policy following a suspension or a waiver of the rule
requiring that the last 25 percent of a program be earned in residence
at VCU. Students may petition for a past semester within three years,
but cannot ask for waivers after having graduated. In exceptional
circumstances any member of the Academic Regulations Appeal
Committee and/or academic dean may refer a case to the provost who
has the right but not the obligation to consider remanding it back to the
committee for further review.

To begin the appeal process, students should contact the Academic
Regulations Appeals Committee representative in the dean’s office of
their school or college; nondegree-seeking students should contact
University Academic Advising at (804) 827-8648. The student then works

with the representative to prepare the petition following guidelines
established by each school and the college. The first step is for the
student to prepare a letter that details the extenuating circumstances
supporting the student’s belief that the university should waive its
regulations and grant the request. All circumstances cited in the
student’s letter must be documented, and the student is responsible for
gathering all necessary documentation. Examples of documentation
include medical records, police reports, death certificates and employer
reports. Things that may not be used as documentation include letters
from parents, friends or relatives. Any petition that does not have the
required documentation will not be heard.

After the Academic Regulations Appeals Committee representative
receives the student’s letter and all necessary documentation, he

or she will prepare a petition cover sheet and, if appropriate, gather
pertinent information from faculty. When the petition is complete, it will
be presented to the committee at one of its semimonthly meetings.
Requests are granted or denied by a majority vote of the committee.
Decisions are effective immediately, and students are notified by their
representative. All committee procedures are confidential and ensure the
right to privacy of the student.

Since a request to waive a regulation is itself an appeal, committee
decisions are final, and there is no further appeal within the university.
However, if new documentable information is provided, petitions may be
brought back before the committee. A rewritten student letter does not
constitute new documentation. The representative will request that the
petition be reheard based upon the new information and the committee
will vote on that request.

Certain exceptions may affect current and future financial aid. Students
should consult with a financial aid staff member before submitting an
appeal.

Consumer information

The federal Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, requires that
institutions of higher education disclose certain consumer information
to current students, prospective students, current employees and/or
prospective employees. This consumer information can be found online
at opds.vcu.edu/consumer-info (http://www.opds.vcu.edu/consumer-
info) and includes information about:

Financial aid

General information about VCU

Student Right-to-know Act — completion and graduation rates for
general student body and student athletes

Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act — athletically related expenses and
student aid

Drug and alcohol abuse prevention

Campus security

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act — student rights with
respect to educational records

Paper copies of all of the information listed on the consumer information
website are available upon request.

Contacts

Office of Academic Affairs
Ginter House
901 West Franklin Street



P.0O. Box 842527

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2527

Phone: (804) 828-6162

Fax: (804) 828-1887

provost.vcu.edu (http://provost.vcu.edu)

University Academic Advising

Hibbs Hall, First Floor

900 Park Avenue

P.0O. Box 842532

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2532

Phone: (804) 827-8648

Fax: (804) 828-4511

academicadvising.vcu.edu (http://academicadvising.vcu.edu)

Office of Records and Registration
Grace E. Harris Hall

1015 Floyd Avenue

P.0O. Box 842520

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2520
Phone: (804) 828-1349

Fax: (804) 828-8121

rar.vcu.edu (http://rar.vcu.edu)

Core curriculum

The VCU Core Education Program provides a compact between VCU
and its students. The university pledges to provide opportunities for
students to improve their oral and written communication competency,
to develop their critical thinking abilities, to improve their ability to work
collaboratively on projects, to attain information fluency, to achieve
quantitative literacy and to understand ethical perspectives and civic
responsibilities in the 21st century.

Along with an emphasis on student-centered learning, the primary goals
of the Core Education Program are to:

1. Improve students’ levels of competencies in all skill areas.

2. Blend knowledge and skills from different disciplinary areas into one
integrated experience.

3. Encourage and promote student engagement in present and future
learning.

Mission of the Core: By providing shared learning experiences, the Core
Education Program helps students develop competencies necessary for
lifelong success.

The Core Education Program consists of 21 credit hours intended to
be completed by the end of the sophomore year. Individual schools
determine all other curricular requirements for their programs of study.
For substitutions to the Core Education Program, please consult first

with your academic adviser. Final approval occurs within the appropriate

college, school or department.

All VCU students are required to take UNIV 111, UNIV 112 and UNIV 200.
A minimum grade of C is required in UNIV 112 and UNIV 200. Transfer
credits are not accepted for these three UNIV courses after a student is
enrolled at the university.

The Core Education Program includes three tiers.
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Tier |

Six credit hours: UNIV 111 and UNIV 112: This two-semester sequence

is required of all first-year students and provides the foundation of the
Core Education Program. A minimum grade of C is required in UNIV 112.
Students begin their Core shared experiences through the Common Book
initiative with follow-through in the FI sequence as they engage in similar
assignments and projects both in and out of class.

Tier I

As a complement to the first tier, Tier Il courses reinforce the learning
objectives introduced in the Focused Inquiry sequence. Courses in this
tier are drawn from across the university and include:

1. Three to four credit hours — a quantitative literacy course from the
following approved list:

MATH 131 Introduction to Contemporary 3
Mathematics

MATH 141 Algebra with Applications 3

MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4

SCMA 171 Mathematical Applications for 3
Business

SCMA 212 Differential Calculus and 8
Optimization for Business

SCMA 301 Business Statistics |

STAT 208 Statistical Thinking

Option for School of the Arts programs only (three-course

sequence)

MATH 121 Perspective Geometry 1

MATH 122 Tessellations 1

MATH 123 Visualization 1

Option for Honors College only

MATH 230 Mathematics in Civilization 3

2. Three credit hours — a research and academic writing course that
emphasizes academic argument, information retrieval, analysis and
documentation. A minimum grade of C is required.

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Option for Honors College only

HONR 200 Rhetoric 3

Option for clinical radiation sciences program only (two

courses)

CLRS 390 Research Methods in the Radiation 2
Sciences

CLRS 398 Introduction to Research 1

3. Three credit hours — a humanities/fine arts course from the following
approved list:
AFAM 111 Play Introduction to Africana Studies 3
course video for
Introduction to
Africana Studies

ENGL 215 Reading Literature 3
ENGL 250 Reading Film 3
HIST 201 The Art of Historical Detection: ____ 3
MASC/INTL 151 Global Communications 3
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PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral 3
Problems

PHIL 250 Thinking About Thinking

RELS 108 Human Spirituality

UNIV 213 Play The Truth About Lying

course video for

The Truth About

Lying

UNIV 217 Finding Your Voice in Contemporary 3
Society

UNIV 299 What's the Big Idea? 3

WRLD/INTL 203 Cultural Texts and Contexts: ____

WRLD 230 Introduction to World Cinema

Option for Honors College only

PHIL 230 Reason, Science and the Self 3

. Three to four credit hours — a social/behavioral sciences course from

the following approved list:

ANTH/INTL 103 Introduction to Anthropology 3

ECON 101/INTL 102 Introduction to Political Economy 3

GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies

HUMS 300 Great Questions of the Social 8
Sciences

INTL 101 Human Societies and Globalization 3

POLI 103 U.S. Government 3

POLI/INTL 105 International Relations 3

PSYC 101 Play Introduction to Psychology 4

course video for

Introduction to

Psychology

SCTS 200 Science in Society: Values, Ethics and 3
Politics

SLWK 200 Building a Just Society

SOCY 101 Play Introduction to Sociology

course video for

Introduction to

Sociology

UNIV 211 Food for Thought

UNIV 222 Pseudoscience

Option for Honors College only

INTL/POLI 365 International Political Economy 3

. Three to four credit hours — a natural/physical sciences course from

the following approved list:

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 3

BIOL/ENVS 103 Environmental Science 4

CHEM 110 Chemistry and Society 3

ENVS 201 Earth System Science 3

FRSC 202 Crime and Science 3

INSC 201 Energy! 3

PHYS 103 Elementary Astronomy 3

Option for Honors College only

PHYS 215 Science, Technology and Society 3

Tier 1l

The third tier culminates in a capstone experience integrating the Core
Education Program with the student’s major. This requirement, as
determined by the major, may be fulfilled through a service-learning
project, a research project with a faculty member, a study-abroad
program, a senior thesis paper, a practical internship or a major-specific
capstone course. This requirement ties learned experience in the Core
Education Program with a practical application in the major.

Effective bulletin

The Undergraduate bulletin documents the official admission

and academic rules and regulations that govern education in the
undergraduate degree programs at VCU. In-depth descriptions of each
undergraduate degree program are provided in the individual school and
program sections of this bulletin, available in PDF format. The bulletin
archives contain the PDFs that serve as effective bulletins for enrolled
students.

The bulletin for the academic year a student enters or re-enters a degree
program identifies the curriculum degree requirements for that student.
Students in continuous enrollment may fulfill the curriculum degree
requirements of the bulletin for the year they entered VCU or choose

to be subject to the curriculum degree requirements articulated in a
subsequent bulletin. Subsequent bulletins can be chosen throughout

a student’s academic career. In either case, students must fulfill all
curriculum degree requirements listed in the bulletin they choose.

A student’s effective bulletin will remain in effect until the degree is
awarded. Change in academic program (major, concentration, minor) will
not result in a change in effective bulletin unless the student chooses

to be subject to the curriculum degree requirements articulated in a
subsequent bulletin.

Students readmitted to the university will fall under the bulletin in
effect at the time of readmission. At the discretion of the school dean,
department chair or program head, degree requirements may be waived
and/or previously taken courses may be substituted for requirements in
effect at the time of readmission.

The contents of this bulletin represent the most current information
available at the time of publication. However, during the period of time
covered by this bulletin, it is reasonable to expect changes to be made
with respect to this information without prior notice. Thus, the provisions
of this bulletin are not to be regarded as an irrevocable contract between
the university (or any of its divisions) and the student.

All rules and regulations set forth in this bulletin will apply until further
notice. The university reserves the right to make changes including,
but not limited to, changes in courses of study, fees, rules, regulations,
programs, faculty and staff, and classification of students, whenever
university authorities, in their sole discretion, deem it appropriate,
expedient or wise to do so.

Accelerated bachelor's-to-master’s
programs

VCU offers a number of accelerated bachelor's-to-master’s degree
programs in which highly qualified undergraduate students can earn
both degrees in a minimum of five years by taking approved graduate-
level courses during the senior year of their undergraduate programs.
Accelerated bachelor's-to-master’s degree programs must be approved



by both the University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee and the
University Graduate Council. Full descriptions for accelerated programs
are included in the Graduate Bulletin and are also accessible through the
program index.

Undergraduates who are interested in and qualified for admission to
accelerated programs must apply for admission to graduate study

and be accepted before they begin the equivalent of the senior year

of undergraduate study. Once accepted, they may enroll in the shared
graduate course work identified in the approved curriculum (or in the
student’s plan of study that must be approved at the time of admission).
Graduate 600-level course work that has not been identified as part of
the shared course work should not be taken until the shared graduate
course work has been completed and the student'’s status has changed
from undergraduate to graduate. No 600-level graduate course work may
be taken before the senior year. No undergraduate course work may be
counted toward the master’s degree.

Students in accelerated bachelor's-to-master’s programs who do not
achieve minimum grades of C in the shared graduate course work
identified in the approved curriculum (or the student’s plan of study
approved at the time of admission) must be reviewed for possible
dismissal from the accelerated program as well as the graduate degree
program, if applicable. If allowed to continue in the accelerated program,
the grades received in these courses will be counted toward both the
undergraduate and graduate degree programs and in the calculation of
both the undergraduate and graduate grade-point averages. Substitutions
for any of the shared graduate course work must be approved by the
undergraduate and graduate advisers before the last day of add/drop
registration of the semester in which the student wishes to take the
substituted course(s).

New student and family programs

Hibbs Hall, Room 201

900 Park Avenue

P.O. Box 849079

Richmond, Virginia 23284-9079
Phone:(804) 828-3700
nsfp.vcu.edu (http://nsfp.vcu.edu)

The Office of New Student and Family Programs provides new students
and their families with resources and programming to support the
academic experience, helping students make a smooth transition to
university life, offering new-student programs throughout the year and
providing services to keep families and students connected to campus
resources.

New Student Orientation

VCU offers an orientation program for incoming first-year and transfer
students through the Office of New Student and Family Programs. The
New Student Orientation program for first-time freshmen introduces
students and their parents to the university, its expectations of them,
campus resources, academic programs and courses offered. NSO
provides opportunities for new students to interact with faculty, upper-
level students and other new students. NSO participants can also meet
with faculty members for information about their intended majors.

An important aspect of NSO is academic advising and registration.
During advising, students meet with academic advisers to discuss their
educational plans and course placement, and they choose classes for
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the first semester. Students also learn how to use the online registration
system to register for classes.

NSO sessions are conducted throughout the summer preceding the

fall semester and during the week before classes begin for the spring
semester. The summer orientation program for new freshmen also
includes a supplemental program for parents and other family members.
The orientation evening program focusing on student life provides an
opportunity to stay overnight in a VCU residence hall.

Transfer students new to VCU also attend an orientation program, which
includes an introduction to the university and its resources, as well as
an overview of majors, academic advising and registration. During the
academic advising portion, students review how credits completed at
another institution apply toward general education, major and elective
requirements at VCU. Academic advisers also assist transfer students
with selecting courses they will take during their first semester and

help students to learn the online registration system used to register for
classes.

Programs for parents and families of first-year
VCU students

Parents and family members play an important role in their college
students’ education. VCU believes that college is a collaborative
experience among students, their families, and the faculty and staff of the
university. Additionally, the Office of New Student and Family Programs
offers several services for parents to support their first-year college
students. Parent orientation is offered during the NSO, with programs
geared specifically toward parents and their needs as a college parent.

Each fall the Office of New Student and Family Programs offers an

online course for parents and family members where VCU faculty and
university leaders discuss some of the key topics and issues in education
today. “Beyond Orientation: Partnering for Success in Today’s University”
provides a network for parents and family members that takes them
beyond what they learn in orientation, allowing them a closer look at

the first-year experience and what it means to be a student in today's
university. The course is designed to help parents and families relate to
their students’ experiences.

Parents also receive a copy of the monthly Parent and Family newsletter
via email. Parents may participate in the Freshman Parent Association,
providing input on parent programming and events. Parents are
encouraged to attend the VCU Fall Fest, as well, with activities planned
particularly for families.
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND
SCIENCES

The faculty and staff of the College of Humanities and Sciences are
dedicated to excellence in teaching, research and public service. The
mission of Virginia Commonwealth University provides the framework for
this pursuit of excellence.

Teaching and learning are central to the college, and the college is
central to educational and intellectual life at VCU. The college meets the
educational needs of a diverse student body, provides general education
for all undergraduate students of the university, preparatory programs for
the health sciences, engineering and law, and educates future teachers
in the liberal arts and sciences. The college offers comprehensive
undergraduate, graduate and professional programs of study that link

a foundation of understanding and knowledge with skills on which
students can build careers, become responsible citizens and continue
lifelong learning.

Scholarship, creative work and professional accomplishment are
essential to teaching and learning. The college is responsible for
advancing understanding and increasing knowledge for its own sake,
for the educational benefit of its students, and for the good of the larger
community.

In both teaching and research, the College of Humanities and Sciences
seriously upholds the responsibilities of being part of a public,
metropolitan university. Through service and public teaching, the
college meets the challenges and opportunities afforded by VCU's urban
environment and by its location in the capital of the commonwealth.

The college achieves national and international recognition through

the success of its students, the advancement of the disciplines and
professions represented by its programs, and through the individual and
collaborative research of its faculty.

Administration

828 West Franklin Street

P.0. Box 842019

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2019
Phone: (804) 828-1674

Fax: (804) 828-1576

has.vcu.edu (http://www.has.vcu.edu)

Montserrat Fuentes, Ph.D.
Professor and dean

Edmund Acevedo, Ph.D.
Professor and associate dean of graduate studies

Winnie Chan, Ph.D.
Associate professor and associate dean of faculty affairs

Scott Gronert, Ph.D.
Professor and associate dean of research

James Mays, Ph.D.
Associate professor and associate dean for undergraduate academic
affairs

Don Young, Ph.D.

Professor and associate dean of finance and administration

Accreditation
Chemistry (bachelor's degree)

The American Chemical Society

Forensic science (bachelor's and master's
degrees)

Forensic Science Education Programs Accreditation Commission

Mass communications (bachelor’s degrees in
the Richard T. Robertson School of Media and
Culture)

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass
Communications

Psychology (doctoral degrees: clinical,
counseling)

American Psychological Association

Undergraduate information
Undergraduate degree programs

The College of Humanities and Sciences offers baccalaureate degrees in
the following areas:

+ African American Studies — B.A.
+ Anthropology — B.S.
* Biology — B.S.
* Chemistry — B.S.
* Economics — B.S.
+ English — B.A.
+ Foreign Language — B.A.
+ French
* German
+ Spanish
+ Forensic Science — B.S.
+ Gender, Sexuality and Women'’s Studies — B.A.
+ Health, Physical Education and Exercise Science — B.S.
+ History — B.A.
+ Interdisciplinary Studies — B.1.S.
+ liberal studies for early and elementary education
+ International Studies — B.A.

+ Mass Communications — B.S.
« advertising
* creative

+ strategic

+ journalism
* broadcast

* print-online
« public relations

+ Mathematical Sciences — B.S.



+ applied mathematics
* biomathematics
+ general mathematics
+ mathematics
+ operations research
+ secondary teacher preparation
* statistics
* Philosophy — B.A.
+ ethics and public policy
+ philosophy and law
+ philosophy and science
* Physics - B.S.
* Political Science — B.A.
* Psychology — B.S.
* Religious Studies — B.A.
* Science — B.S.
* biology
+ chemistry
*+ physics
+ professional science

+ Sociology — B.S.

Information concerning curricula is given in the individual program
descriptions.

Minors and certificate programs

In addition to a major, a student may elect a minor area of study in any
program or department offering such a program. The minor can be used
to fulfill career needs or serve as a means for the student to study a
discipline of secondary interest.

Students interested in pursuing a minor should discuss their intentions
with their advisers or the chair of the major department. When the
student decides on a minor, a change of major/minor form must be
completed in the Office of Records and Registration. When the student
files for graduation, the student must complete the minor application
along with the graduation application.

Courses for the minor should be chosen from courses approved by
departments offering minors in their areas. Generally, students cannot
minor in the same area as their major.

A minor designation on the transcript requires a minimum of 18
credit hours and a minimum 2.0 GPA must be achieved in the minor.
Prerequisites for courses are stated under course descriptions.

Detailed descriptions of each minor and certificate program appear in this
bulletin.

Minors are offered in the following areas:

African American studies

African studies

American studies

anthropology
Arabic and Middle Eastern studies
Asian and Chinese studies

biology
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British studies

chemistry

creative writing

economics

English

European studies

French

gender, sexuality and women's studies

German

history

international social justice studies

Italian studies

Latin American studies

mathematical sciences

media studies

Mediterranean studies

nonprofit management and administration

philosophy

philosophy of law

physics

political science

psychology

public management

religious studies

Russian studies

sociology

Spanish

statistics

world cinema
Undergraduate certificates are awarded in the following areas and levels:

« international management studies (baccalaureate certificate, in
conjunction with the School of Business)

+ Spanish/English translation and interpretation (baccalaureate
certificate)

« statistics (post-baccalaureate undergraduate certificate)

Teacher preparation

Students in the college can apply to the Extended Teacher Preparation
Program sponsored jointly with the School of Education. This program
awards both a bachelor's degree from the College of Humanities and
Sciences and a master's degree from the School of Education. Students
who successfully complete this program will be certified to teach in early
childhood, middle or secondary education.

Additional information on this five-year program is available at the School
of Education’s Office of Student Services in Room 3106, Oliver Hall, or

by calling (804) 827-2670. A more thorough description of this program

is found under the “School of Education” section of this bulletin and in
the extended teacher preparation handbook available from the School

of Education’s Department of Teaching and Learning or the College of
Humanities and Sciences dean'’s office.

Information about VCU students’ performances on the state-mandated
licensure tests (Praxis I: Reading, Writing and Mathematics and Praxis
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IIl: Specialty Area Tests) is available on the School of Education website:
soe.vcu.edu (http://www.soe.vcu.edu).

Educational goals

The ultimate goal of a liberal arts education is to help students develop
the abilities to think and continue their learning. These skills will aid
students as they take their places in a world dominated by change.
These abilities also will aid students in their future endeavors as they
encounter problems, whether in their personal or professional lives or in
their communities. Graduates of the College of Humanities and Sciences
are broadly educated, not simply trained, allowing them to function as
understanding participants in events rather than as spectators or even
victims of those events.

To achieve this goal, the faculty of the College of Humanities and
Sciences has identified the following specific requirements.

+ Students should write well, organize their ideas, support them and
communicate them clearly and effectively.

Students should reason logically and be able to quantify experiences.

Students should have knowledge of the fundamental ideas and
methods of the natural sciences.

Students should be able to analyze ethical conflicts.

Students should have an understanding of literature and the other
arts.

Students should have knowledge of American heritage and those of
other cultures, along with an introduction to a foreign language.

Students should have a basic knowledge of human behavior and
social, political and cultural institutions.

Academic advising

All freshmen majoring in areas offered within the College of Humanities
and Sciences are advised through University Academic Advising. Please
refer to the “Undergraduate study” section of this bulletin for further
information on the first-year advising program (p. 36). After attaining
sophomore standing, students within the college receive academic
advising from within the department or school of their majors. The
advising system for each department and school varies somewhat;
however, each student is assigned an adviser according to their
program of study. Students are encouraged to take full advantage of the
educational and career-planning assistance provided by their assigned
faculty advisers. Ultimately, students are responsible for understanding
all university and college requirements needed to earn a degree and

for seeking out academic advising on a regular basis. The academic
advisers provide assistance with interpreting policies, requirements and
regulations, maximizing academic success, and enriching the overall
undergraduate educational experience.

Graduation requirements

For students majoring in a four-year bachelor's degree program within
the College of Humanities and Sciences (including students in the pre-
dental, pre-medical, pre-optometry, pre-veterinary and extended teacher
preparation program classifications), there are four areas of requirements
that the student must complete for graduation:

1. Undergraduate Core Education Program requirements

2. General education requirements of the College of Humanities
and Sciences (see departmental major sections for collateral
requirements)

3. Departmental major requirements

4. Electives to complete the total of a minimum of 120 credits

General education requirements for
undergraduate study

All baccalaureate degree programs require students to complete a
minimum of 120 credits. No more than four of those credits can be
physical education/activity courses. See program descriptions for exact
number of major credits (30 credit minimum) and elective courses to
complete the total required 120 credits.

General education requirements for bachelor's degrees
within the College of Humanities and Sciences

The purpose of general education courses in the College of Humanities
and Sciences is to provide a foundation for lifelong learning among its
students. This foundation includes the six core competencies of written
communication, oral proficiency, critical thinking, information fluency,
ethical and social responsibility and quantitative literacy.

The College of Humanities and Sciences’ general education curriculum
encourages students to pursue multiple interests simultaneously

and creates opportunities for connecting learning across courses,
disciplines and contexts. Additionally, it provides students with effective
communication skills, the ability to analyze situations and think critically
about the world around them, locate and analyze information to make
informed decisions, and integrate knowledge from multiple perspectives
and disciplines. The College of Humanities and Sciences’ general
education curriculum proposes to foster academic community by

linking the liberal arts and professional learning, and it provides a strong
foundation of knowledge, skills and experiences that are the hallmark of a
VCU undergraduate education.

The College of Humanities and Sciences’ general education program
totals 33-49 credit hours (hours vary according to foreign language
placement and variations in individual course credit hours). The general
education program includes three distinct tiers plus a senior capstone
experience that is part of the major requirements.

Foundational courses: 12-13 credit hours

Foundational courses lay the groundwork for developing skills in the

six identified competencies and lay the groundwork for future learning.
(These courses satisfy a portion of the University Core Curriculum (http://
bulletin.vcu.edu/archive/2017-2018/undergraduate/undergraduate-
study/core-curriculum).)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Select one of the following math and statistics courses: 34

MATH 131 Introduction to Contemporary

Mathematics
STAT 208 Statistical Thinking



or a 100- or 200-level MATH or STAT course (except
MATH 121, MATH 122, MATH 123) as listed on the major
curriculum worksheet guide and recommended by the
academic adviser

Total Hours 12-13

Supporting courses: 18-21 credit hours

Supporting courses further develop the core competencies while
providing a vehicle for intellectual inquiry within specific areas of study.
Students must complete at least 18 credits (comprising at least six
courses) by successfully completing the following: (i) at least one course
in each of the following four content areas, and (ii) two additional courses
from these content areas or the Tier Il content areas of humanities/

fine arts, social/behavioral sciences or natural/physical sciences of the
VCU Core Education Program (the two additional courses must be from
different content areas).

1. Human, social and political behavior
These courses are designed to deepen students’ understanding of the
study of society and the behavior of its citizens in various contexts.
ANTH/INTL 103 Introduction to Anthropology
ECON 101/INTL 102 Introduction to Political Economy

HUMS 300 Great Questions of the Social

Sciences
POLI 103
PSYC 101 Play
course video for
Introduction to

U.S. Government 3
Introduction to Psychology

Psychology

SCTS 200 Science in Society: Values, Ethics and 3
Politics

SOCY 101 Play Introduction to Sociology 3

course video for
Introduction to
Sociology

2. Science and technology
These courses are designed to enhance students' literacy in science
and technology, including an understanding of the natural world,
experience with the fundamental ideas and methods of the sciences
and greater scientific literacy, particularly in relation to energy,
evolution and evaluation.

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts (3 or 4 credits) 3
BIOL/ENVS 103 Environmental Science 4
CHEM 110 Chemistry and Society 3
ENVS 201 Earth System Science 8
FRSC 202 Crime and Science 3
INSC 201 Energy! 3
PHYS 103 Elementary Astronomy 3

3. Diverse and global communities
These courses are designed to provide students with an
understanding of communities, cultures and identities other than
their own, and with the ability to apply methods of inquiry from
various academic disciplines to the understanding of diverse cultures
and societies and the interactions among them.
AFAM 111 Play Introduction to Africana Studies 3
course video for
Introduction to
Africana Studies
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GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies
INTL 101 Human Societies and Globalization

MASC/INTL 151 Global Communications
POLI/INTL 105

RELS 108

International Relations

W W w w

Human Spirituality

4. Literature and civilization
These courses are designed to help students explore the
relationships between human expression (in texts, films and material
culture) and human societies, as well as between the present and the

past.

ENGL 215 Reading Literature 3
HIST 201 The Art of Historical Detection: ____ 3
HUMS 250 Reading Film 3
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral 3

Problems

WRLD/INTL 203 Cultural Texts and Contexts: ____ 3
WRLD 230 Introduction to World Cinema 3

Experiential courses: 2-12 credit hours

These courses complement the other areas of inquiry by providing
practical and experientially based knowledge, both within and outside of
the traditional classroom setting.

1. Foreign language (0-8 credits)
The study of a foreign language enhances students’ appreciation
for and knowledge of other cultures. Students who have studied
a foreign language have cognitive development, creativity and
divergent thinking. Students must complete a foreign language
through the 102 level or equivalent through credit, placement testing
or other demonstrated proficiency.

2. Experiential fine arts (1-3 credits)
Students involved in the fine arts gain a greater understanding of
the cultural and aesthetic possibilities of the world around them.
Students satisfy this requirement by the completion of one course
offered by the School of the Arts.

3. HUMS 202 (1 credit)
An online personal finance course focusing on participatory,
application-based exercises designed to arm students with the
ability to make educated decisions in relation to future financial
choices such as payment of student loans, understanding credit card
statements, applying for mortgages, credit rating and planning for
retirement.

Senior capstone: 1-3 credit hours

This course provides a discipline-specific culminating intellectual
experience. Students must take at least one credit of a senior capstone
experience within the major. Students must have senior status (at least
85 credit hours toward graduation) when completing this requirement.

Department of African American Studies

Shawn Utsey, Ph.D.
Professor and interim chair

afam.vcu.edu (http://www.afam.vcu.edu)
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The Department of African American Studies at Virginia Commonwealth
University provides an educationally rich environment in which students
and scholars research, learn and teach about the past and present
realities of people of African descent. Employing a wide range of theories,
perspectives, methods and tools, departmental faculty explore social,
political, economic and cultural realities and connections between the
experiences of persons in Africa and throughout the African Diaspora.
The department emphasizes experiential learning, offers study abroad
opportunities and internships.

+ African American Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) (p. 74)
+ African American Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a concentration
in:
* Artistic, historical and literary perspectives (p. 77)
+ Political, religious and societal perspectives (p. 79)
+ Social and behavioral perspectives (p. 81)

+ African American studies, minor in (p. 83)
African American Studies, Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.)

The Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies is an interdisciplinary
degree that provides students with knowledge of human cultures and
intellectual and practical skills to engage complexity, diversity and
change. The degree program fosters students’ personal and social
responsibility and, through applied learning experiences, empowers
students to negotiate and to solve the complex problems of the 21st
century. African American studies majors often pursue graduate

and professional degree programs in business, education, history,
international relations, law, political science, psychology, public health
and social work. Career opportunities with a B.A. only in African American
Studies include employment in community health agencies, public and
private schools and nonprofit organizations.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

1. Define Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
The program aims for each major to demonstrate knowledge of the
major concepts, perspectives and theories in Africana studies. This
knowledge includes an understanding of the intellectual origins
and extant and emergent interdisciplinary scholarship that provide
context, definition and form to the collective experiences of persons
of African descent.

2. Document and measure Black experiences across the African
Diaspora.
The program aims for each major to demonstrate analytical skills that
enable them to compare and contrast the utility of qualitative and
quantitative approaches in Africana studies and critical-thinking skills
that allow them to assess the cultural, political and social implication
of such approaches when measuring the experiences of people
across Africa and its Diaspora.

3. To interpret Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
The program aims for each major to demonstrate an awareness of
the interpretive frameworks that give meaning to Black experiences
across the Diaspora. This awareness includes recognition of the
intersectionality of artistic, cultural and historical perspectives;

gendered, political and religious perspectives; and social and
behavioral perspectives.

4. To affirm and validate Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
The program aims for each major to demonstrate the ability to
critically engage and to propose integrity-based solutions to
novel problems that impact persons of African descent and their
communities.

Special requirements

Majors in African American studies must meet the general education
requirements of the College of Humanities and Sciences. The Bachelor
of Arts in African American Studies requires the completion of 120
credits with at least 30 credits in African American Studies courses.

At least 15 of the 30 credits in African American Studies must be in
upper-level courses. Students also are required to establish an area of
study by taking either a minimum of four courses in a single cooperating
department or in one of the following multidisciplinary concentrations:
artistic, historical and literary perspectives; political, religious and
societal perspectives; or social and behavioral perspectives. At least one
of the four courses taken in a single cooperating department must have
an Africana focus, and at least one of the four courses must be an upper-
level course.

A cooperating department or program is defined as one that regularly
offers at least one course with an Africana focus per year, which includes:
Anthropology, Dance, English, Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies,
Geography, History, Mass Communications, Music history, Political
Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology, and Theatre. When
non-Africana-focused courses are used to meet the concentration
requirement, they must be selected in consultation with the African
American studies adviser

Degree requirements for African American
Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 34
Approved quantitative literacy 34
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)



Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8

Experiential fine arts ! 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8

placement)

Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts

Major requirements

AFAM 111 Play Introduction to Africana Studies 3

course video for

Introduction to

Africana Studies

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods ! 3

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3

Cooperating departments and programs requirements 12

Total Hours 30

Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380

may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum
grade of C.

Open electives

Select 32-58 credits of electives 32-58

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Cooperating departments and programs requirement

Complete four courses in one of the cooperating departments or
programs listed below, including at least one Africana-focused course
and at least one upper level course.

Anthropology

Dance

+ English

+ Gender, Sexuality and Women'’s Studies
+ Geography

History

Mass Communications

Music History

+ Political Science
+ Psychology

+ Religious Studies
Sociology
Theatre

Refer to the list below for Africana-focused courses offered by or in
conjunction with these cooperating departments.

Africana-focused courses from cooperating departments
Note: Students choosing the cooperating department option must
complete four courses in one cooperating department or program,
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including at least one Africana-focused course (from lists below) and at

least one upper-level course.

Anthropology

AFAM/ANTH/INTL  Introduction to African Societies
200

AFAM/ANTH/INTL  Global Women's Health

309

AFAM/ANTH 416 The Origin and Evolution of the Idea of
Race

AFAM/ANTH/INTL ~ Women of Africa

420

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Dance

AFAM/DANC 121 Tap Technique |

AFAM/DANC 122 Tap Technique |

AFAM/DANC 126 African-Caribbean Dance |
AFAM/DANC 127 African-Caribbean Dance |
AFAM/DANC 151 Jazz Dance Technique |

AFAM/DANC 152 Jazz Dance Technique |

DANC 255 Hip Hop Dance

DANC 256 Hip Hop Dance

DANC 291 Topics in Dance

DANC 413 African American Presence in American
Dance, Performance and Social
Contexts

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser

English

AFAM/ENGL 363/ African Literature
INTL 366

AFAM/ENGL 365/ Caribbean Literature
INTL 367

AFAM/ENGL 379 African-American Literature: Beginnings
Through the Harlem Renaissance

ENGL 355 African-American Women Writers

ENGL 382 African-American Literature: Realism to
the Present

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Gender, sexuality and women's studies
AFAM/GSWS/SOCY African American Family in Social

305 Context
AFAM/ANTH/INTL/ Global Women's Health
GSWS 309

AFAM/POLI/GSWS  Politics of Race, Class and Gender
318

AFAM 390/HIST 380/ Africa and the Americas: Slavery,

GSWS 390 Gender and Race

GSWS 450 Black Feminist Thought

Or a course approved by an African American studies advise
Geography

AFAM/URSP/INTL  Geography of Africa

333

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
History
AFAM/HIST 105 Survey of African History
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AFAM/HIST 106
AFAM/HIST 361
AFAM/HIST 362 Americans from Africa

AFAM 387/HIST 381 History of West Africa to 1800

AFAM 388/HIST 384 Africa: Social, Cultural and Economic
History

AFAM 389/HIST 383 History of Southern Africa

AFAM 390/HIST 380/ Africa and the Americas: Slavery,
GSWS 390 Gender and Race

AFAM 392/HIST 376 Caribbean History to 1838
AFAM 393

Survey of African History
Americans from Africa

Akhenaten to Cleopatra

HIST 302 Ancient Egypt

HIST 348 The American Civil War and
Reconstruction

HIST 352 History of the South |

HIST 353 History of the South Il

HIST 356 History of Virginia |

HIST 357 History of Virginia Il

HIST 360 The Long Civil Rights Movement

HIST 377 Caribbean History Since 1838

HIST 378 Atlantic Slavery

HIST 410 Studies in African History: ____

HIST 411 Studies in the African Diaspora: ___

HIST 417 Studies in African American History:

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Mass communications

MASC 474
Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser

Diversity in the Media

Music and music history
AFAM/MHIS 250
AFAM/MHIS 350/

Introduction to African-American Music
Studies in the Music of the African

INTL 370 Continent and Diaspora
APPM 360 Jazz Orchestra '

APPM 361 Small Jazz Ensemble '

MHIS 147 Jazz Theory and Aural Skills 2
MHIS 291 Topics in Music

MHIS 311 Jazz Arranging | Z

MHIS 312 Jazz Arranging Il 2

MHIS 324 Jazz History 2

Political science
AFAM/POLI 302

AFAM/POLI/GSWS
318

AFAM/POLI 343
AFAM/POLI 345
AFAM/POLI/INTL

Politics of the Civil Rights Movement
Politics of Race, Class and Gender

Black Political Thought
African-American Politics
Government and Politics of Africa

356

AFAM/POLI/INTL Politics of Southern Africa

357

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Psychology

AFAM/PSYC 322 Personality and Behavior of the African

American

w W W W w w
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AFAM 346 Mental Health Across the African

Diaspora
Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Religious studies

AFAM/RELS/INTL  Black Religion

307

AFAM/INTL/RELS  Religion, Racism and Social Justice
451

Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Sociology

AFAM/SOCY 104 Sociology of Racism
AFAM/GSWS/SOCY African American Family in Social

305 Context

AFAM/SOCY 401 African-Americans and the U.S. Health

Care System
Or a course approved by an African American studies adviser
Theatre
AFAM/THEA 303 Black Theatre

Or a course approved in conjunction by advisers in Theatre
and African American studies

Accessible by audition
Restricted to music majors

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours

AFAM 111 Introduction to Africana Studies '
Play course

video for

Introduction

to Africana

Studies
UNIV 101
UNIV 111
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Introduction to the University
Focused Inquiry |

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior
Approved quantitative literacy

Term Hours: 13-15

Spring semester
HUMS 202
UNIV 112
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S general education elective
Approved H&S literature and civilization
Approved H&S science and technology

Choices in a Consumer Society
Focused Inquiry Il

Term Hours: 13-15

Sophomore year



Fall semester

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3

Foreign language (102-level)
Open elective

Term Hours: 14-16

Spring semester

Approved cooperating department elective 3

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Open electives 9
Term Hours: 15-16

Junior year

Fall semester

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3

Approved cooperating department elective 3

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Spring semester

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods 2 3

Approved cooperating department elective 3

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Senior year

Fall semester

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

Approved cooperating department elective 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 18

Spring semester

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-131

Fulfills H&S diverse and global communities

Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380
may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum
grade of C.

African American Studies, Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.) with a concentration in artistic,
historical and literary perspectives

The Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies is an interdisciplinary
degree that provides students with knowledge of human cultures and
intellectual and practical skills to engage complexity, diversity and
change. The degree program fosters students’ personal and social
responsibility and, through applied learning experiences, empowers
students to negotiate and to solve the complex problems of the 21st
century. African American studies majors often pursue graduate

and professional degree programs in business, education, history,
international relations, law, political science, psychology, public health
and social work. Career opportunities with a B.A. only in African American

vcu 7

Studies include employment in community health agencies, public and
private schools and nonprofit organizations.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Define Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate knowledge of the
major concepts, perspectives and theories in Africana studies. This
knowledge includes an understanding of the intellectual origins
and extant and emergent interdisciplinary scholarship that provide
context, definition and form to the collective experiences of persons
of African descent.

Document and measure Black experiences across the African
Diaspora.

We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate analytical skills that
enable them to compare and contrast the utility of qualitative and
quantitative approaches in Africana studies and critical-thinking
skills that allow them to assess the cultural, political and social
implications of such approaches when measuring the experiences of
people across Africa and its Diaspora.

To interpret Black experiences across the African Diaspora.

We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate an awareness of the
interpretive frameworks that give meaning to Black experiences
across the Diaspora. This awareness includes recognition of the
intersectionality of artistic, cultural and historical perspectives;
gendered, political and religious perspectives; and social and
behavioral perspectives.

+ To affirm and validate Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
We aim for each of our student majors to demonstrate the ability
to critically engage and to propose integrity-based solutions to
novel problems that impact persons of African descent and their
communities

Special requirements

Majors in African American studies must meet the general education
requirements of the College of Humanities and Sciences. The Bachelor of
Arts in African American Studies requires the completion of 120 credits
with at least 30 credits in African American Studies courses. At least

15 of the 30 credits in African American Studies must be in upper-level
courses.

Students also are required to establish an area of study by taking

a minimum of four courses in the artistic, historical and literary
perspectives concentration. At least one of the four courses must be an
upper-level course.

Degree requirements for African American
Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a
concentration in artistic, historical and literary
perspectives

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)
UNIV 111 Play
course video for
Focused Inquiry |

Focused Inquiry | 3
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UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Approved humanities/fine arts 3

Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4

Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4

Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements

(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills

University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University

Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core

natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8

Experiential fine arts ! 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8

placement)

Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts

Major requirements

AFAM 111 Play Introduction to Africana Studies 3

course video for

Introduction to

Africana Studies

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods ! 3

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3

Artistic, historical and literary perspectives requirement 12

(Complete a minimum of 12 credits from the approved

electives below. At least one course must be 300-level or

higher.)

Total Hours 30

Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380

may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum

grade of C.

Open electives

Open electives

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

32-58

Artistic, historical and literary perspectives electives

AFAM/HIST 105

AFAM/ANTH/INTL
200

Survey of African History
Introduction to African Societies

AFAM/MHIS 250 Introduction to African-American Music

AFAM/THEA 303 Black Theatre
AFAM/URSP/INTL  Geography of Africa
333

AFAM/ARTH 342 African-American Art
AFAM/ARTH 358
AFAM/HIST 361

AFAM/HIST 362

African Art and Architecture
Americans from Africa
Americans from Africa

AFAM/ENGL 363/ African Literature

INTL 366

AFAM/ENGL 365/  Caribbean Literature

INTL 367

AFAM/ENGL 379 African-American Literature: Beginnings

Through the Harlem Renaissance
AFAM 387/HIST 381 History of West Africa to 1800

AFAM 388/HIST 384 Africa: Social, Cultural and Economic
History

AFAM 389/HIST 383 History of Southern Africa

AFAM 390/HIST 380/ Africa and the Americas: Slavery,
GSWS 390 Gender and Race

AFAM 392/HIST 376 Caribbean History to 1838
AFAM 413/ARTH 350 African and Oceanic Art

AFAM/ANTH/INTL ~ Women of Africa

420

AFAM/ARTH 440 Contemporary Art and Architecture of
Africa

AFAM 491 Topics in African-American Studies
(courses with an artistic, historical or
literary focus only)

APPM 360 Jazz Orchestra '

APPM 361 Small Jazz Ensemble '

ARTH 454 Studies in African and Oceanic Art

DANC 255 Hip Hop Dance

DANC 256 Hip Hop Dance

DANC 291 Topics in Dance

DANC 413 African American Presence in American
Dance, Performance and Social
Contexts

ENGL 355 African-American Women Writers

ENGL 382 African-American Literature: Realism to
the Present

FREN 450 Francophone Literatures and Cultures

HIST 302 Ancient Egypt

HIST 348 The American Civil War and
Reconstruction

HIST 352 History of the South |

HIST 353 History of the South Il

HIST 356 History of Virginia |

HIST 357 History of Virginia Il

HIST 360 The Long Civil Rights Movement

HIST 377 Caribbean History Since 1838

HIST 378 Atlantic Slavery

HIST 410 Studies in African History: ____

HIST 411 Studies in the African Diaspora: ____

w W w
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HIST 417 Studies in African American History: 3
MHIS 147 Jazz Theory and Aural Skills 2

MHIS 291 Topics in Music 1-3
MHIS 311 Jazz Arranging | Z

MHIS 312 Jazz Arranging 11 2

MHIS 324 Jazz History 2

Some cross listed courses may count toward multiple concentration
requirements.

Accessible by audition
Restricted to music majors

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year
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Fall semester Hours

AFAM 111 Introduction to Africana Studies ' 3

Play course

video for

Introduction

to Africana

Studies

UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Term Hours: 13-15

Spring semester

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry Il

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Approved H&S literature and civilization 3

Approved H&S science and technology 34
Term Hours: 13-15

Sophomore year

Fall semester

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 8

Experiential fine arts 1-3

Foreign language (102-level) 4

Open elective 3
Term Hours: 14-16

Spring semester

Approved artistic, historical and literary perspectives 3

elective

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4
Open electives 9

Term Hours: 15-16
Junior year

Fall semester

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences

Approved artistic, historical and literary perspectives

elective

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Spring semester

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods 2

Approved artistic, historical and literary perspectives

elective

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Senior year

Fall semester

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies

Approved artistic, historical and literary perspectives

elective

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 18

Spring semester

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-131

Fulfills H&S diverse and global communities

Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380
may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum
grade of C.

African American Studies, Bachelor
of Arts (B.A.) with a concentration
in political, religious and societal
perspectives

The Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies is an interdisciplinary
degree that provides students with knowledge of human cultures and
intellectual and practical skills to engage complexity, diversity and
change. The degree program fosters students’ personal and social
responsibility and, through applied learning experiences, empowers
students to negotiate and to solve the complex problems of the 21st
century. African American studies majors often pursue graduate

and professional degree programs in business, education, history,
international relations, law, political science, psychology, public health
and social work. Career opportunities with a B.A. only in African American
Studies include employment in community health agencies, public and
private schools and nonprofit organizations.
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Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Define Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate knowledge of the
major concepts, perspectives and theories in Africana studies. This
knowledge includes an understanding of the intellectual origins
and extant and emergent interdisciplinary scholarship that provide
context, definition and form to the collective experiences of persons
of African descent.

Document and measure Black experiences across the African
Diaspora.

We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate analytical skills that
enable them to compare and contrast the utility of qualitative and
quantitative approaches in Africana studies and critical-thinking
skills that allow them to assess the cultural, political and social
implications of such approaches when measuring the experiences of
people across Africa and its Diaspora.

To interpret Black experiences across the African Diaspora.

We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate an awareness of the
interpretive frameworks that give meaning to Black experiences
across the Diaspora. This awareness includes recognition of the
intersectionality of artistic, cultural and historical perspectives;
gendered, political and religious perspectives; and social and
behavioral perspectives.

+ To affirm and validate Black experiences across the African
Diaspora.
We aim for each of our student majors to demonstrate the ability
to critically engage and to propose integrity-based solutions to
novel problems that impact persons of African descent and their
communities.

Special requirements

Majors in African American studies must meet the general education
requirements of the College of Humanities and Sciences. The Bachelor of
Arts in African American Studies requires the completion of 120 credits
with at least 30 credits in African American Studies courses. At least

15 of the 30 credits in African American Studies must be in upper-level
courses.

Students also are required to establish an area of study by taking

a minimum of four courses in the political, religious and societal
perspectives concentration. At least one of the four courses must be an
upper-level course.

Degree requirements for African American
Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a
concentration in political, religious and societal
perspectives

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for
Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 34
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Major requirements

AFAM 111 Play
course video for
Introduction to
Africana Studies

Introduction to Africana Studies 3

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3]
AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3
AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods 3
AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3
AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3
Political, Religious and Societal erspectives Requirement 12
Total Hours 30

Open electives

Select 32-58 credits of electives 32-58

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Political, religious and societal perspectives requirement
Complete a minimum of 12 credits from the approved electives below. At
least one course must be 300-level or higher.

Political, relgious and societal perspectives electives !

AFAM/POLI 302 Politics of the Civil Rights Movement

AFAM/RELS/INTL  Black Religion

307

AFAM/ECON/INTL  Economic Development 3
315

AFAM/POLI/GSWS  Politics of Race, Class and Gender 3
318

AFAM/POLI 343
AFAM/POLI 345

Black Political Thought
African-American Politics



AFAM/POLI/INTL Government and Politics of Africa 3
356
AFAM/POLI/INTL Politics of Southern Africa 3
357
AFAM 491 Topics in African-American Studies 3
(with a political, religious or societal
focus)
Some crosslisted courses may count toward multiple concentration
requirements.
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
AFAM 111 Introduction to Africana Studies ' 3
Play course
video for
Introduction
to Africana
Studies
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Term Hours: 13-15
Spring semester
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S general education elective 3-4
Approved H&S literature and civilization 3
Approved H&S science and technology 3-4
Term Hours: 13-15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Foreign language (102-level) 4
Open elective 3
Term Hours: 14-16
Spring semester
Approved H&S general education elective 3-4
Approved political, religious and societal perspectives 3
elective
Open electives 9
Term Hours: 15-16
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Junior year
Fall semester

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences

Approved political, religious and societal perspectives

elective

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Spring semester

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods

Approved political, religious and societal perspectives

elective

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Senior year

Fall semester

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

Approved political, religious and societal perspectives 3

elective

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 18

Spring semester

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-131

Fulfills H&S diverse and global communities

African American Studies, Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.) with a concentration in social
and behavioral perspectives

The Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies is an interdisciplinary
degree that provides students with knowledge of human cultures and
intellectual and practical skills to engage complexity, diversity and
change. The degree program fosters students? personal and social
responsibility and, through applied learning experiences, empowers
students to negotiate and to solve the complex problems of the 21st
century. African American studies majors often pursue graduate

and professional degree programs in business, education, history,
international relations, law, political science, psychology, public health
and social work. Career opportunities with a B.A. only in African American
Studies include employment in community health agencies, public and
private schools and nonprofit organizations.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

1. Define Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate knowledge of the
major concepts, perspectives and theories in Africana studies. This
knowledge includes an understanding of the intellectual origins
and extant and emergent interdisciplinary scholarship that provide
context, definition and form to the collective experiences of persons
of African descent.
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2. Document and measure Black experiences across the African
Diaspora.
We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate analytical skills that
enable them to compare and contrast the utility of qualitative and
quantitative approaches in Africana studies and critical-thinking
skills that allow them to assess the cultural, political and social
implication of such approaches when measuring the experiences of
people across Africa and its Diaspora.

3. To interpret Black experiences across the African Diaspora.

We aim for each of our majors to demonstrate an awareness of the
interpretive frameworks that give meaning to Black experiences
across the Diaspora. This awareness includes recognition of the
intersectionality of artistic, cultural and historical perspectives;
gendered, political and religious perspectives; and social and
behavioral perspectives.

4. To affirm and validate Black experiences across the African Diaspora.
We aim for each of our student majors to demonstrate the ability
to critically engage and to propose integrity-based solutions to
novel problems that impact persons of African descent and their
communities.

Special requirements

Majors in African American studies must meet the general education
requirements of the College of Humanities and Sciences. The Bachelor of
Arts in African American Studies requires the completion of 120 credits
with at least 30 credits in African American Studies courses. At least

15 of the 30 credits in African American Studies must be in upper-level
courses.

Students also are required to establish an area of study by taking a
minimum of four courses in the social and behavioral perspectives
concentration. At least one of the four courses must be an upper-level
course.

Degree requirements for African American
Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a
concentration in social and behavioral
perspectives

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Major requirements

AFAM 111 Play
course video for
Introduction to
Africana Studies

Introduction to Africana Studies 3

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3

AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods ! 3

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3

Social and Behavioral Perspectives Requirement 12

Total Hours 30
Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380
may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum
grade of C.

Open electives

Select 32-58 credits of electives 32-58

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Social and behavioral perspectives requirements
Complete a minimum of 12 credits from the approved electives below. At
least one course must be 300-level or higher.

. . . . 1
Social and behavioral perspectives electives

AFAM/GSWS/SOCY African American Family in Social 3

305 Context

AFAM/ANTH/INTL/  Global Women's Health 3

GSWS 309

AFAM 310 African American Health: Health 3
Disparities

AFAM/PSYC 322 Personality and Behavior of the African 3
American

AFAM 346 Mental Health Across the African 3
Diaspora

AFAM 347 African American Children and Families

AFAM/SOCY 401 African-Americans and the U.S. Health
Care System

AFAM 491 Topics in African-American Studies 3
(with a social or behavioral focus)

GSWS 450 Black Feminist Thought 3



Some crosslisted courses may count toward multiple concentration
requirements.

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours

AFAM 111 Introduction to Africana Studies ' 3

Play course

video for

Introduction

to Africana

Studies

UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Term Hours: 13-15

Spring semester

HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry Il

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Approved H&S literature and civilization 3

Approved H&S science and technology 3-4
Term Hours: 13-15

Sophomore year

Fall semester

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought 3

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 8

Experiential fine arts 1-3

Foreign language (102-level) 4

Open elective 3
Term Hours: 14-16

Spring semester

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Approved social and behavioral perspectives elective 3

Open electives 9
Term Hours: 15-16

Junior year

Fall semester

AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences 3

Approved social and behavioral perspectives elective 3

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Spring semester
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AFAM 399 Interdisciplinary Research Methods 2 3

Approved social and behavioral perspectives elective 3

Open electives 10-12
Term Hours: 16-18

Senior year

Fall semester

AFAM 411 Applied Concepts in Africana Studies 3

Approved social and behavioral perspectives elective 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 18

Spring semester

AFAM 499 Capstone Seminar in Africana Studies 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-131

Fulfills H&S diverse and global communities

Any one of GSWS 393, POLI 320, PSYC 317, SOCY 320 or SLWK 380
may be substituted for this course if completed with a minimum
grade of C.

African American studies, minor in

The minor in African American studies requires a minimum of 18 credits.
Students must complete the following:

AFAM 111 Play Introduction to Africana Studies 3
course video for
Introduction to

Africana Studies

AFAM 211 Africana Social and Political Thought
AFAM 311 African Diaspora Experiences
Select one course at the 300-level or above from each of the 12

following concenctration areas: !
Artistic, historical and literary perspectives
Political, religious, and societal perspective
Social and behavioral perspectives

Refer to list of courses in the respective concentrations.

Courses in African American studies are designed to help students gain
a knowledge and appreciation of the history and culture of the Africana
world and its contributions to world civilizations.

Department of Biology

Bonnie Brown, Ph.D.
Professor and interim chair

Clint Turbeville, Ph.D.
Associate professor and director of graduate studies

biology.vcu.edu (http://biology.vcu.edu)

The Department of Biology offers programs leading to baccalaureate,
master’s and doctoral degrees; the doctoral degree is offered
through the Ph.D. in Integrative Life Sciences program. Students may
specialize within many areas, such as molecular and cellular biology,
genetics, aquatic and terrestrial ecology, systematics, physiology,
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neurobiology, and developmental biology. Students also may develop
an interdisciplinary focus to their degree program, for example within
areas such as bioinformatics, cancer biology, forensic science and
environmental science.

In addition to the courses offered by the Department of Biology,
graduate students may enroll in graduate courses offered through
VCU Life Sciences and these departments in the VCU School of
Medicine: Anatomy and Neurobiology, Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology, Biostatistics, Human and Molecular Genetics, Microbiology
and Immunology, Pathology, Pharmacology and Toxicology, and
Physiology and Biophysics. Visit the Department of Biology's website
at biology.vcu.edu (http://biology.vcu.edu).

* Biology, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) (p. 84)
* Biology, minor in (p. 87)

Biology, Bachelor of Science (B.S.)

The four-year curriculum in biology prepares students for graduate study
in biology, for employment in laboratory or field programs in private
industry or government agencies and for teaching in secondary schools.
This curriculum also prepares students for admission into schools

of medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine, and into allied health
programs.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

Knowledge base
Students will demonstrate knowledge of evolutionary processes and the
functions and interactions of cells, organisms and species.

Communication skills
Students will demonstrate oral and written communication skills needed
for professional careers in the field of biology.

Critical-thinking skills
Students will demonstrate critical thinking, problem-solving and
analytical skills.

Method and inquiry
Students will demonstrate knowledge in the methods of inquiry and
research in biology.

Transfer students

Transfer students intending to major in biology must satisfy all biology
major course requirements and complete a minimum of 15 credits of VCU
biology courses at the 300-, 400- or 500-level.

Extended Teacher Preparation Program

Biology majors interested in teaching careers in secondary education
can enroll in the Extended Teacher Preparation Program, which
simultaneously awards a bachelor’s degree in biology and a master's
degree in teaching. For more information about this program, jointly
administered by the College of Humanities and Sciences and the School
of Education, contact the School of Educations Student Services Center.

Honors in biology

Biology majors may graduate with honors in biology. To qualify, students
must have overall and biology GPAs of at least 3.5 and must complete
the following courses in this sequence: BIOL 392, at least four credits of
BIOL 495 and BIOL 490. Grades of A or B must be earned in each of the
listed courses. Students who qualify will have the notation “Honors in
Biology” placed on their transcript. Students must meet all Department of
Biology requirements for graduation. Students should consult with their
academic advisers to create a program suitable to their particular needs
and interests.

Special requirements

The curriculum for a Bachelor of Science in Biology requires a minimum
of 120 credits, with at least 40 of those credits in biology or other
approved courses. A cumulative GPA of 2.0 for biology courses is
required. At least five laboratory experiences must be taken from

all biology courses; only one of these may be BIOZ 395, BIOL 492

or BIOL 495. Registration in BIOZ 395, BIOL 492 or BIOL 495 must

be for a minimum of two credit hours to count as one of the six

required laboratory experiences. A maximum total of six credits for all
undergraduate research in biology (BIOZ 395, BIOL 395, BIOL 492 and
BIOL 495) may be applied to the major. A maximum of four credits of
BIOL 496 may be applied to the major if repeated with a different course.
No more than eight credits of the 100-level (or introductory level) biology
courses can be applied to the major.

A minimum grade of C in the following is required for enrollment in all
courses for which they are prerequisites and to successfully complete
the B.S. in Biology.

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 3

BIOZ 151 Introduction to Biological Science 1
Laboratory |

BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 3

BIOZ 152 Introduction to Biological Science 1
Laboratory Il

BIOL 200 Quantitative Biology 3

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3

BIOL 310 Genetics 3

BIOL 317 Ecology 3

BIOL 318 Evolution 3

Degree requirements for Biology, Bachelor of

Science (B.S.)

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Approved humanities/fine arts 3

Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 34



Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4

Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements

(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills

University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University

Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core

natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8

Experiential fine arts L 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8

placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il

MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics (by course or

?Iacement) (fulfills quantitative literacy)

PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 207 University Physics |

PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 208 University Physics II

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Select one of the following: 3-4
Any STAT course (nhumbered 314 or above)
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry

Total Hours 32-35

This requirement can also satisfied by any higher-level MATH course.

Major requirements (minimum 40 credits)

Biocore

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |

& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory | !

BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il

& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il 2

BIOL 200 Quantitative Biology

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology

BIOL 310 Genetics

BIOL 317
BIOL 318

Ecology
Evolution

Select 1-4 credits from the following:

BIOL 475

BIOZ 476
BIOL 477

Biology electives

Biology Capstone Seminar: ____
(capstone)

Biology Capstone Laboratory

Biology Capstone Experience
(Capstone)

Select from all biology (BIOL and BIOZ) courses applicable
to the biology major and biochemistry (CHEM 403). All
majors must complete at minimum three additional upper-
level biology lab courses. The laboratory experiences may
be fulfilled by a separate laboratory section (BIOZ) or by
laboratory hours included in a lecture-based (BIOL) course.
Not all courses are offered each semester. BIOL courses at
the 500 level are available to seniors and graduate students

only.

Other biology electives (to satisfy the 40 biology credits
required for the major)
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13-16

Total Hours

1
2

BNFO/LFSC 251 approved course substitute

BNFO/LFSC 252 approved course substitute

Open electives

Select 0-16 open elective credits

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Biology electives
BIOL 291

BIOL 303
BIOZ 303
BIOL 307
BIOZ 307
BIOL 308
BIOL 309
BIOZ 310
BIOL 312
BIOZ 312
BIOL 313
BIOZ 313
BIOL 314
BIOZ 317
BIOL 320
BIOL 321
BIOZ 321
BIOL 322
BIOL 323
BIOL 325
BIOL 332/ENVS 330
BIOL 333
BIOL 335
BIOL 341/ANTH 301
BIOZ 341/ANTZ 301

Topics in Biology
Microbiology

Microbiology Laboratory
Aquatic Ecology

Aquatic Ecology Laboratory
Vertebrate Histology
Entomology !

Laboratory in Genetics
Invertebrate Zoology
Invertebrate Zoology Laboratory
Vertebrate Natural History
Vertebrate Natural History Laboratory
Animal Reproduction

Ecology Laboratory

Biology of the Seed Plant !
Plant Development

Plant Development Laboratory
Economic Botany

Plant Physiology

Fungal Biology !
Environmental Pollution
Evolution of the Angiosperms
Global Change Biology
Human Evolution

Human Evolution Lab

37-43

0-16
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BIOL 391
BIOZ 391

BIOL 395
BIOZ 395
BIOL 401

BIOL 402
BIOL/ANTH 403
BIOL 411
BIOL 413
BIOL 415
BIOL 416
BIOZ 416
BIOL 417
BIOL 422

BIOL 425 Play course
video for Field
Botany

BIOL 430
BIOL 431
BIOL 435
BIOL/FRSC 438
BIOZ/FRSZ 438
BIOL 440
BIOL 445
BIOL 448
BIOL 450
BIOL 451
BIOL 452
BIOL 455
BIOL 459
BIOL 460
BIOL 480
BIOL 489
BIOL 490
BIOL 491
BIOZ 491
BIOL 492
BIOL 493
BIOL 495
BIOL 496
BIOL 497
BIOL 502
BIOL 503
BIOL 507
BIOL 508
BIOL 509
BIOL 510
BIOL 514
BIOL/HGEN 516
BIOL 518
BIOL 520

Topics in Biology (as approved)

Topics in Biology Laboratory (as
approved)

Directed Study
Directed Study

Applied and Environmental
Microbiology

Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy !
Primatology

Animal Physiology

Parasitology

Mangrove Avian Field Ecology
Ornithology

Ornithology Laboratory
Mammalogy !

Forest Ecology !

Field Botany1

Invasion Biology
Introduction to Marine Biology
Herpetology

Forensic Molecular Biology
Forensic Molecular Biology Laboratory
Developmental Biology
Neurobiology and Behavior !
Neuroscience

Biology of Cancer |

Biology of Cancer Il !
Biology of Drugs
Immunology

Infectious Disease Ecology
Human Evolutionary Genetics
Animal-Plant Interactions
Communicating Research
Presenting Research

Topics in Biology

Topics in Biology Laboratory
Independent Study

Biology Internship

Research and Thesis
Biology Preceptorship
Ecological Service Learning
Microbial Biotechnology
Fish Biology !

Aquatic Microbiology
Barrier Island Ecology
Microbial Ecology
Conservation Biology
Stream Ecology

Population Genetics

Plant Ecology

Population Ecology

1-4
1-4
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BIOL 521 Community Ecology 3
BIOL 522 Evolution and Speciation 3
BIOL 524 Endocrinology 3
BIOL 530/HGEN 501 Introduction to Human Genetics 3
BIOL 532 Water Pollution Biology 3
BIOL 535 Wetlands Ecology ' 4
BIOL/BNFO 540 Fundamentals of Molecular Genetics 3
BIOL 545/LFSC 510 Biological Complexity 3
BIOL 548/LFSC 520 Bioinformatic Technologies 2
BIOL 550 Ecological Genetics 3
BIOL 560 Conservation Medicine 3
BIOL 565 Advances in Cell Signaling 3
BIOL 591 Special Topics in Biology 1-4
BNFO 301/BIOL 351 Introduction to Bioinformatics 3
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
LFSC 301 Integrative Life Sciences Research 3
MATH/BIOL/BNFO Introduction to Mathematical Biology 4
380
This course includes laboratory hours and may be used to satisfy
laboratory requirements.
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 3
BIOZ 151 Introduction to Biological Science 1
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 3
CHEZ 101 General Chemistry Laboratory | 1
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Term Hours: 16
Spring semester
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 3
BIOZ 152 Introduction to Biological Science 1
Laboratory II
BIOL 200 Quantitative Biology 3
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 3
CHEZ 102 General Chemistry Laboratory Il 1
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 1l
Term Hours: 15

Sophomore year



Fall semester

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 3
CHEZ 301 Organic Chemistry Laboratory | 2
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 8
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Term Hours: 15-17
Spring semester
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 3
CHEZ 302 Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
or or Applications of Statistics
STAT 314
Approved literature and civilization 3-4
Select one of the following: 3
BIOL 310 Genetics 3
BIOL 317 Ecology 3
BIOL 318 Evolution 3
Term Hours: 15-16
Junior year
Fall semester
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Approved human, social and political behavior 3
Foreign language (101-level) 4
Select the two courses not previously taken: 6
BIOL 310 Genetics 3
BIOL 317 Ecology 3
BIOL 318 Evolution 3
Term Hours: 17-18
Spring semester
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Approved science and technology (other than BIOL 101) 3-4
Biology elective 3
Biology laboratory elective 1-2
Foreign language (102 - level) 4
Term Hours: 15-18
Senior year
Fall semester
Approved diverse and global communities 3
Approved General Education elective 3-4
Biology elective(s) 3-6
Biology laboratory elective 1-2
General upper-level 3
Term Hours: 13-18
Spring semester
Approved General Education elective 3-4
Biology elective(s) 3-6

Biology laboratory elective 1-2
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General upper-level electives 3
Select one of the following: 1-4
BIOL 477 Biology Capstone Experience 0
BIOL 475 Biology Capstone Seminar: ____ 1-3
BIOZ 476 Biology Capstone Laboratory 2

Term Hours: 11-19

Total Hours: 117137

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Biology, minor in

The minor in biology requires a minimum of 20 credits in biology,
including the following:

Biology core courses

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il
Select three courses from the following options: 9
BIOL 200 Quantitative Biology
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology
BIOL 310 Genetics
BIOL 317 Ecology
BIOL 318 Evolution
Select an additional three credits in biology at the upper level, 3
at least one of which must be a biology laboratory experience.
Total Hours 20

Only courses applicable toward the B.S. in Biology can be applied
toward the minor in biology. For a list of approved biology electives,
see “Biology, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) (http://bulletin.vcu.edu/
undergraduate/college-humanities-sciences/biology/biology-bs/
#degreerequirementstext)” (http://bulletin.vcu.edu/undergraduate/
college-humanities-sciences/biology/biology-bs) in the Undergraduate
Bulletin.

A minimum GPA of 2.0 is required for all courses applicable to the minor.
A minimum of nine upper-level biology credits must be taken at VCU.

BNFO 251/LFSC 251 and BNFO 252/LFSC 252 are approved course
substitutes for BIOZ 151 and BIOZ 152, respectively.

Department of Chemistry

M. Samy EI-Shall, Ph.D.
Professor and chair

Sally S. Hunnicutt, Ph.D.
Associate professor and assistant chair

chemistry.vcu.edu (https://chemistry.vcu.edu)

The Department of Chemistry offers programs leading to the Bachelor
of Science, Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy degrees. For
undergraduate students, the Bachelor of Science offers concentrations
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in chemical science, professional chemist, professional chemist with
honors, biochemistry and chemical modeling.

For graduate students, the Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy
programs provide opportunities for concentrated study in analytical,
inorganic, organic or physical chemistry, or chemical physics. A plan

of study is worked out for each student to ensure a sound basis for
research. In keeping with the university’'s commitment as an urban
institution, the department also offers part-time programs leading to
these degrees.

Refer to the department’s website for more information:
chemistry.vcu.edu (https://chemistry.vcu.edu).

+ Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in:
+ Biochemistry (p. 88)
+ Chemical modeling (p. 90)
+ Chemical science (p. 92)
+ Professional chemist (p. 94)

+ Professional chemist with honors (p. 96)

+ Chemistry, minor in (p. 98)
Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with
a concentration in biochemistry

The curriculum in chemistry prepares students for graduate study in
chemistry and related fields and for admission to schools of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine. It prepares students

to teach in secondary schools or to work in chemical and industrial
laboratories and in related fields of business and industry. The
department also offers required and elective courses in chemistry to
students in other programs of study.

The Department of Chemistry offers five areas of concentration for
completing the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry: chemical science,
professional chemist, professional chemist with honors, biochemistry
and chemical modeling. With proper selection of electives, the degree
satisfies admission requirements to most schools of medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

The biochemistry concentration focuses on the biological aspects of
chemistry, including molecular genetics and molecular biotechnology.
This degree is another option for students planning to study medicine or
dentistry.

Learning outcomes

Structure: Students will demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between molecular structure and function.

Descriptive chemistry: Students will be conversant with common
chemical phenomena both symbolically and sensorially.

Measurement and numeracy: Students will perform calculations
needed to describe and model common chemical phenomena.

Communication: Students will develop written and oral
communication skills needed to explain chemical phenomena to
novices and experts.

Literacy: Students will search, read and assess scientific literature.

+ Laboratory skills: Students will develop and practice laboratory bench
and instrumentation skills.

+ Information processing: Students will interpret tables, graphs,
drawings and models.

+ Critical thinking: Students will practice critical thinking and problem
solving.

Special requirements

Students must complete 43 credits in chemistry and related courses and
27 to 29 credits of collateral requirements.

A minimum grade of C is required in each prerequisite course:

CHEM 100 Introductory Chemistry (if required 3

through placement qualifiers)
CHEM 101
CHEM 102
CHEM 301
CHEM 302

General Chemistry
General Chemistry
Organic Chemistry

W W w w

Organic Chemistry

Degree requirements for Chemistry, Bachelor
of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in
biochemistry

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 8
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4

Focused Inquiry Il 3

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4

Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts



Collateral requirements
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BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
& MATH 201 and Calculus with Analytic Geometry
Select one of the following: 8-10
PHYS 201 General Physics
& PHYS 202 and General Physics
PHYS 207 University Physics |
& PHYS 208 and University Physics Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics (fulfills 8
quantitative literacy)
or STAT 212 Concepts of Statistics
Total Hours 27-29
Major requirements
Chemistry core
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
CHEM 398 Professional Practices and 1
Perspectives Seminar
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il
Chemistry electives
Select at least one of the approved electives below (three 3
credits minimum) or any 500-level CHEM class for which
prerequisites have been met.
Total Hours 44
Open electives
Select one to 17 open elective credits 117

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Chemistry electives

BIOL 310 Genetics
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design
CHEM 406 Inorganic Chemistry Il

CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 492 Independent Study 1-4
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 1l
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Approved H&S literature and civilization
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory II
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
Approved H&S science and technology
Term Hours: 17

Junior year
Fall semester
BIOL 300
CHEM 320

Cellular and Molecular Biology
Inorganic Chemistry |
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CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Foreign language (101 level) 4
Term Hours: 17-18

Spring semester

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and Perspectives 1
Seminar

CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il

PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5

or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Foreign language (102 level) 4
Term Hours: 15-16

Senior year

Fall semester

CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

Approved H&S general education electives 6

Chemistry elective 3-5

Experiential fine arts 1-3
Term Hours: 15-19

Spring semester

CHEM 304  Physical Chemistry 3

Open electives (upper-level if needed) 9-12
Term Hours: 12-15
Total Hours: 120-129

Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with
a concentration in chemical modeling

The curriculum in chemistry prepares students for graduate study in
chemistry and related fields and for admission to schools of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine. It prepares students

to teach in secondary schools or to work in chemical and industrial
laboratories and in related fields of business and industry. The
department also offers required and elective courses in chemistry to
students in other programs of study.

The Department of Chemistry offers five areas of concentration for
completing the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry: chemical science,
professional chemist, professional chemist with honors, biochemistry
and chemical modeling. With proper selection of electives, the degree
satisfies admission requirements to most schools of medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

The chemical modeling concentration emphasizes areas of overlap
between chemistry and the mathematical sciences and computer
science. Students in this concentration will focus on learning the
chemistry and computer technology for modeling the structure,
properties and reactivity of molecules.

Learning outcomes

Structure: Students will demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between molecular structure and function.

Descriptive chemistry: Students will be conversant with common
chemical phenomena both symbolically and sensorially.

Measurement and numeracy: Students will perform calculations
needed to describe and model common chemical phenomena.

Communication: Students will develop written and oral
communication skills needed to explain chemical phenomena to
novices and experts.

Literacy: Students will search, read and assess scientific literature.

Laboratory skills: Students will develop and practice laboratory bench
and instrumentation skills.

Information processing: Students will interpret tables, graphs,
drawings and models.

Critical thinking: Students will practice critical thinking and problem
solving.

Special requirements

Students must complete 45 credits in chemistry and related major
courses and 28-29 credits of collateral requirements.

A minimum grade of C is required in each prerequisite course:

CHEM 100 Introductory Chemistry (if required 3
through placement qualifiers)

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 3

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 3

Degree requirements for Chemistry, Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) with a concentration in chemical
modeling

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 34
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)



Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Open electives

Select zero to 13 open elective credits

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Chemistry electives

CHEM 492 Independent Study

STAT 321 Introduction to Statistical Computing
MATH 301 Differential Equations

OPER 327 Mathematical Modeling

vcu

91

0-13

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)
Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
CMSC 245 Introduction to Programming Using C++ 3-4
or CMSC 255 Introduction to Programming
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
MATH 302 Numerical Calculus 3
or MATH 310 Linear Algebra
MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus 4
MEDC 541 Survey of Molecular Modeling Methods 1
PHYS 207 University Physics | 10
& PHYS 208 and University Physics Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics (fulfills 8
quantitative literacy)
or STAT 212 Concepts of Statistics
Total Hours 29-30
Major requirements
Chemistry core
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
CHEM 398 Professional Practices and 1
Perspectives Seminar
CHEM 510 Atomic and Molecular Structure 3
Chemistry and other approved electives
Select at least one of the approved electives below (three 3
credits minimum) or any 500-level CHEM class for which
prerequisites have been met.
Total Hours 46

Fall semester Hours
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S diverse and global communities

Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 1l
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior

Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
PHYS 207 University Physics |
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Approved H&S literature and civilization

Term Hours: 16
Spring semester
CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309  Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
PHYS 208 University Physics Il
Approved H&S science and technology

Term Hours: 18

Junior year
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Fall semester

CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and Perspectives 1
Seminar

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Foreign language (101 level)

Term Hours: 16
Spring semester

CHEM 304  Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory I
CMSC 245 Introduction to Programming Using C++ 3
or or Introduction to Programming
CMSC 255
MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus 4
Foreign language (102 level)
Term Hours: 16
Senior year
Fall semester
MATH 302 Numerical Calculus 3
or or Linear Algebra
MATH 310
Approved H&S general education elective 3
Chemistry elective 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Open electives 3-6
Term Hours: 13-18

Spring semester

CHEM 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design
or or Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design
MEDC 310
CHEM 510 Atomic and Molecular Structure 3
MEDC 541 Survey of Molecular Modeling Methods 1
Approved H&S general education elective 3
Open elective 2
Term Hours: 12
Total Hours: 120-125

Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with
a concentration in chemical science

The curriculum in chemistry prepares students for graduate study in
chemistry and related fields and for admission to schools of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine. It prepares students

to teach in secondary schools or to work in chemical and industrial
laboratories and in related fields of business and industry. The
department also offers required and elective courses in chemistry to
students in other programs of study.

The Department of Chemistry offers five areas of concentration for
completing the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry: chemical science,
professional chemist, professional chemist with honors, biochemistry
and chemical modeling. With proper selection of electives, the degree

satisfies admission requirements to most schools of medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

The chemical science concentration is tailored for the pre-professional
study of the health sciences and other interdisciplinary areas where an
emphasis on chemistry is sought. This concentration for the bachelor's
degree in chemistry permits students to select more courses from

other disciplines. With fewer requirements in mathematics, physics and
chemistry, this concentration is one option for students planning to study
medicine or dentistry.

Learning outcomes
« Structure: Students will demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between molecular structure and function.

+ Descriptive chemistry: Students will be conversant with common
chemical phenomena both symbolically and sensorially.

+ Measurement and numeracy: Students will perform calculations
needed to describe and model common chemical phenomena.

« Communication: Students will develop written and oral
communication skills needed to explain chemical phenomena to
novices and experts.

« Literacy: Students will search, read and assess scientific literature.

+ Laboratory skills: Students will develop and practice laboratory bench
and instrumentation skills.

+ Information processing: Students will interpret tables, graphs,
drawings and models.

« Critical thinking: Students will practice critical thinking and problem
solving.

Special requirements

Students must complete 37 credits in chemistry and 16 to 18 credits of
collateral requirements.

A minimum grade of C is required in each prerequisite course:

CHEM 100 Introductory Chemistry (if required 3
through placement qualifiers)

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 3

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 3

Degree requirements Chemistry, Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) with a concentration in chemical
science

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for
Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200
Approved humanities/fine arts

Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Approved natural/physical sciences 34



Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24
Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)
HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)
Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)
Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)
Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)
Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 8
& MATH 201 and Calculus with Analytic Geometry
Select one of the following: 8-10
PHYS 201 General Physics
& PHYS 202 and General Physics
PHYS 207 University Physics |
& PHYS 208 and University Physics Il
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics (fulfills 3
quantitative literacy))
or STAT 212 Concepts of Statistics
Total Hours 16-18
Major requirements
Chemistry core
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
CHEM 398 Professional Practices and 1

Perspectives Seminar
Chemistry elective

vcu 93

Select at least one of the approved electives below (three 3
credits minimum) or any 500-level CHEM class for which
prerequisites have been met.

Total Hours 38

Open electives

Select 18-34 open elective units 18-34
Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Chemistry electives
CHEM/CLSE 306 Industrial Applications of Inorganic 3
Chemistry
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3
CHEM 401 Applications of Instrumental
Techniques in Organic and Forensic
Chemistry
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il
CHEM 406 Inorganic Chemistry Il
& CHEZ 406 and Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 492 Independent Study 1-4
CHEM 493 Chemistry Internship 1-3
CHEM 510 Atomic and Molecular Structure 8
CHEZ 304 Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il 2

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Term Hours: 14

Spring semester

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society

MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry 1l

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 3
Term Hours: 15

Sophomore year
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Fall semester

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved H&S literature and civilization 3
Term Hours: 15-16

Spring semester

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I

CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5

& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory

PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5

or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208

Approved H&S science and technology 3
Term Hours: 17-18

Junior year

Fall semester

CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 3

CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Approved H&S general education elective 3

Open electives 3-6
Term Hours: 15-18

Spring semester

CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 3

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and Perspectives 1
Seminar

CHEZ 303 Physical Chemistry Laboratory | 2

Approved H&S general education elective 3

Experiential fine arts 1-3

Foreign language (101 level) 4

Open elective 3
Term Hours: 17-19

Senior year

Fall semester

Chemistry elective 8

Foreign language (102 level)

Open electives (upper-level if needed)
Term Hours: 15

Spring semester

Open electives (upper-level if needed) 12-15
Term Hours: 12-15
Total Hours: 120-130

Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with
a concentration in professional chemist

The curriculum in chemistry prepares students for graduate study in
chemistry and related fields and for admission to schools of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine. It prepares students

to teach in secondary schools or to work in chemical and industrial
laboratories and in related fields of business and industry. The
department also offers required and elective courses in chemistry to
students in other programs of study.

The Department of Chemistry offers five areas of concentration for
completing the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry: chemical science,
professional chemist, professional chemist with honors, biochemistry
and chemical modeling. With proper selection of electives, the degree
satisfies admission requirements to most schools of medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

The professional chemist concentration requires a greater number of
chemistry courses, and is designed for students whose future studies
or career plans involve chemistry as a central theme. With the proper
combination of courses, this degree can be certified as meeting the
requirements of the American Chemical Society.

Learning outcomes

Structure: Students will demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between molecular structure and function.

Descriptive chemistry: Students will be conversant with common
chemical phenomena both symbolically and sensorially.

Measurement and numeracy: Students will perform calculations
needed to describe and model common chemical phenomena.

Communication: Students will develop written and oral
communication skills needed to explain chemical phenomena to
novices and experts.

« Literacy: Students will search, read and assess scientific literature.

Laboratory skills: Students will develop and practice laboratory bench
and instrumentation skills.

Information processing: Students will interpret tables, graphs,
drawings and models.

Critical thinking: Students will practice critical thinking and problem
solving.

Special requirements

Students must complete 49 credits in chemistry and 22 credits of
collateral requirements.

A minimum grade of C is required in each prerequisite course:

CHEM 100 Introductory Chemistry (if required 3
through placement qualifiers)

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 3

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 3

Degree requirements for Chemistry, Bachelor

of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in

professional chemist

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3

course video for
Focused Inquiry |



UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Approved humanities/fine arts 3

Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4

Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4

Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements

(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills

University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University

Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core

natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8

Experiential fine arts ! 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8

placement)

Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 8

& MATH 201 and Calculus with Analytic Geometry

MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus 4

PHYS 207 University Physics | 10

& PHYS 208 and University Physics Il

Total Hours 22

Major requirements

Chemistry core

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5

& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory

CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and 1

Perspectives Seminar

vcu 95
Chemistry electives
Select from the approved chemistry electives below (13 13
credits minimum, including at least two credits of laboratory)
or any CHEM 500 level class for which prerequisites have
been met.
Total Hours 50
Open electives
Select two to 16 open elective credits 2-16
Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Chemistry electives
CHEM/CLSE 306 Industrial Applications of Inorganic 3
Chemistry
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3
CHEM 401 Applications of Instrumental 4
Techniques in Organic and Forensic
Chemistry
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il
CHEM 406 Inorganic Chemistry Il
& CHEZ 406 and Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory !
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory !
CHEM 492 Independent Study 1-4
CHEM 493 Chemistry Internship 1-3
CHEM 510 Atomic and Molecular Structure 8

]

These four courses are required to satisfy the requirements for the

American Chemical Society certification of the professional chemist
concentration. MATH 307 also is required for the American Chemical
Society certification. Chemistry majors in the professional chemist
concentration meet their statistics general education requirements

by taking the required chemistry classes.

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 200  Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S diverse and global communities

Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
CHEM 102  General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
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UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
PHYS 207 University Physics |
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Approved H&S literature and civilization

Term Hours: 16
Spring semester

CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309  Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
PHYS 208 University Physics Il
Approved H&S science and technology

Term Hours: 18
Junior year
Fall semester
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus

Foreign language (101 level)

Term Hours: 16
Spring semester

CHEM 304  Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and Perspectives 1
Seminar

Approved H&S general education elective
Chemistry elective
Foreign language (102 level)

Term Hours: 16
Senior year
Fall semester
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory
Chemistry electives 6
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Term Hours: 12-14
Spring semester
Chemistry electives 4-6
Approved H&S general education elective 3
Open electives 5!
Term Hours: 12-14
Total Hours: 120-124

Chemistry, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with
a concentration in professional chemist
with honors

The curriculum in chemistry prepares students for graduate study in
chemistry and related fields and for admission to schools of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine. It prepares students

to teach in secondary schools or to work in chemical and industrial
laboratories and in related fields of business and industry. The
department also offers required and elective courses in chemistry to
students in other programs of study.

The Department of Chemistry offers five areas of concentration for
completing the Bachelor of Science in Chemistry: chemical science,
professional chemist, professional chemist with honors, biochemistry
and chemical modeling. With proper selection of electives, the degree
satisfies admission requirements to most schools of medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

Learning outcomes

Structure: Students will demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between molecular structure and function.

Descriptive chemistry: Students will be conversant with common
chemical phenomena both symbolically and sensorially.

Measurement and numeracy: Students will perform calculations
needed to describe and model common chemical phenomena.

Communication: Students will develop written and oral
communication skills needed to explain chemical phenomena to
novices and experts.

« Literacy: Students will search, read and assess scientific literature.

Laboratory skills: Students will develop and practice laboratory bench
and instrumentation skills.

Information processing: Students will interpret tables, graphs,
drawings and models.

Critical thinking: Students will practice critical thinking and problem
solving.

Special requirements

The professional chemist with honors concentration is an intensive,
research-based option for students interested in developing a research
focus. This option requires a 3.0 GPA in chemistry to be maintained after
completing eight credits of chemistry courses. As part of the requirement
for completing this concentration, an honors thesis is written and the
work is presented as a seminar in the Department of Chemistry. With the
proper combination of courses, this degree can be certified as meeting
the requirements of the American Chemical Society.

CHEM 406 and CHEZ 406 and CHEM 409 and CHEZ 409 are required to
satisfy the requirements for the American Chemical Society certification
of the professional chemist concentration. MATH 307 also is required for
the American Chemical Society certification.

Students must complete 49 credits in chemistry and 22 credits of
collateral requirements. A minimum grade of C is required in each
prerequisite course:

CHEM 100 Introductory Chemistry (if required 3

through placement qualifiers)



CHEM 101 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 3

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 3

Degree requirements for Chemistry, Bachelor

of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in

professional chemist with honors

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3

course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

Approved humanities/fine arts 3

Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4

Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4

Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements

(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills

University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University

Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core

natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8

Experiential fine arts ! 1-3

Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8

placement)

Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 8

& MATH 201 and Calculus with Analytic Geometry

MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus 4

PHYS 207 University Physics | 10

& PHYS 208 and University Physics Il

Total Hours 22

Major requirements

Chemistry core

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
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CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
CHEM 398 Professional Practices and 1
Perspectives Seminar
CHEM 492 Independent Study 6
CHEM 498 Honors Thesis 1
Junior chemistry electives
Select approved chemistry electives from junior list below 3
(three credits minimum)
Senior chemistry electives
Select approved chemistry electives from senior list below 3]
(three credits minimum)
Total Hours 50
Open electives
Select two to 16 open elective credits 2-16
Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Junior chemistry electives
CHEM/CLSE 306 Industrial Applications of Inorganic 3
Chemistry
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3
CHEM 401 Applications of Instrumental 4
Techniques in Organic and Forensic
Chemistry
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il
Senior chemistry electives
CHEM/CLSE 306 Industrial Applications of Inorganic 3
Chemistry
CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3
CHEM 401 Applications of Instrumental 4
Techniques in Organic and Forensic
Chemistry
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il
CHEM 406 Inorganic Chemistry Il
& CHEZ 406 and Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory !
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory !
CHEM 493 Chemistry Internship 11=8
CHEM 510 Atomic and Molecular Structure 3
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These four courses are required to satisfy the requirements for the

American Chemical Society certification of the professional chemist
concentration. MATH 307 also is required for the American Chemical
Society certification. Chemistry majors in the professional chemist
concentration meet their statistics general education requirements

by taking the required chemistry classes.

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101  and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 8
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S diverse and global communities
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
CHEM 102  General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
PHYS 207 University Physics |
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Approved H&S literature and civilization
Term Hours: 16
Spring semester
CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
PHYS 208 University Physics || 5
Approved H&S science and technology 3
Term Hours: 18
Junior year
Fall semester
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3

MATH 307 Multivariate Calculus 4

Foreign language (101 level)
Term Hours: 16

Spring semester

CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 398 Professional Practices and Perspectives 1
Seminar

CHEM 492 Independent Study 2-4

Foreign language (102 level) 4

Junior chemistry elective 3
Term Hours: 15-17

Senior year

Fall semester

CHEM 492 Independent Study 4

Approved H&S general education elective 3

Experiential fine arts 1-3

Open elective 3

Senior chemistry elective 3
Term Hours: 14-16

Spring semester

CHEM 498 Honors Thesis 1

Approved H&S general education elective 3

Open electives 7
Term Hours: 11
Total Hours: 120-124

Chemistry, minor in

The minor in chemistry requires the following courses:

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4

& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

Select one additional three-credit upper-level (300-400) 3

chemistry course

Total Hours 21

A minimum of nine upper-level chemistry credits must be taken at
VCU. Consult course descriptions for prerequisites in mathematics and

physics.

Department of English

David E. Latané, Ph.D.
Professor and chair

Sachi Shimomura, Ph.D.
Associate professor and associate chair

Gretchen Comba



Assistant professor and director of undergraduate studies

Les Harrison
Associate professor and director of the M.A. program

Clint McCown
Associate professor and director of the M.F.A. program

Eric Garberson, Ph.D.
Associate professor of art history and director of the MATX program

english.vcu.edu (http://www.english.vcu.edu)

The purpose of the Department of English is to teach students to see
their worlds with clarity and respond to them with sensitivity, through
reading and writing. Students are invited to read and explore a diversity of
texts created in different times and voices and then to respond to these
texts variously and critically, situating them within their contexts and
discerning their important aesthetic features, rhetorical elements and
social functions.

Students in this department also are encouraged to express themselves
in expository or imaginative works that engage thought and feeling,
evince purpose clearly, marshal appropriate evidence and observe
principles of rhetorical decorum.

The Department of English offers a Bachelor of Arts in English, as well

as minors in American studies, British studies, English (for non-English
majors) and creative writing, the Master of Arts in English and the Master
of Fine Arts in Creative Writing, and a doctoral program leading to a Ph.D.
in Media, Art, and Text. Use the program index links to view individual
program descriptions and curricula, or visit the department’s website at
english.vcu.edu (http://www.english.vcu.edu) for additional information.

* English, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) (p. 99)
+ American studies, minor in (p. 102)

« British studies, minor in (p. 102)

+ Creative writing, minor in (p. 102)

+ English, minor in (p. 103)

English, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

The Bachelor of Arts program in English requires a minimum of 120
credits, with at least 33 upper-level (numbered 300 to 499) credits in the
major. Six of the 33 credits may be taken in upper-level foreign literature
read in the original language or upper-level foreign literature in English
translation (FLET). UNIV 111 and UNIV 112 (or equivalent) and a 200-level
literature course (or equivalent) do not count toward the major.

English majors must take a minimum of nine credits at the 400 level,
including the senior seminar, ENGL 499. Students may expect 300-

level courses in the department to emphasize historical breadth,

while 400-level courses will offer in-depth focus. ENGL 410-ENGL 414,
ENGL 480-ENGL 485 and ENGL 499 will include British, American or
other literatures (world, transatlantic, etc.). For specific topics, see the
Schedule of Classes; majors are encouraged to choose 400-level courses
from more than one literary tradition (British, American, other literatures).

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:
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+ Read closely a wide variety of texts from diverse traditions and
recognize how texts are shaped by historical, geographical and
generic contexts.

+ Write clearly and effective compositions that reflect their
understanding of literary genres, critical perspectives and rhetorical
purposes.

« Employ various strategies for research in order to write persuasive
essays.

Degree requirements for English, Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.)

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 34
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Major requirements

ENGL 301 Introduction to the English Major
ENGL 499 Senior Seminar in English
Literary contexts 0-6

Complete a foreign language through the 202 or 205 level by
course or placement

Or select six credits in literary history and culture from the
following:

ENGL 201
ENGL 202
ENGL 203

Western World Literature |
Western World Literature Il
British Literature |
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ENGL 204
ENGL 205
ENGL 206
ENGL 211
ENGL 215

British Literature Il

American Literature |
American Literature Il
Contemporary World Literature
Reading Literature

Linguistics, writing, criticism

Select one course from two of the following three areas:

Linguistics

ENGL/ANTH/LING Introduction to Linguistics

390

ENGL 392/
ANTH 328/FRLG
328/LING 392

ENGL/LING 450
ENGL/LING 451

Language, Culture and Cognition

Modern Grammar
History of the English Language

ENGL/GSWS/LING Language and Gender

452
ENGL/LING 453

ENGL/INTL 454/
ANTH 450

Writing
ENGL/CRJS 302
ENGL 303
ENGL 304
ENGL 305
ENGL 307
ENGL 309
ENGL 310
ENGL 367
ENGL 388
ENGL/TEDU 389

ENGL 433/
THEA 426

ENGL 435
ENGL 437
ENGL 439
ENGL 491
Criticism
ENGL 311
ENGL/GSWS 352
ENGL 391
ENGL 445
ENGL 447
ENGL 449
ENGL 485
Literature

Modern Rhetoric
Cross-cultural Communication

Legal Writing

Writing for Stage and/or Screen
Advanced Writing

Writing Poetry

Writing Fiction

Writing Creative Nonfiction
Business and Technical Report Writing
Writing Process and Practice
Writing in the Workplace

The Teaching of Writing Skills
Advanced Dramatic Writing

Advanced Poetry Writing

Advanced Fiction Writing

Advanced Creative Nonfiction Writing
Topics in Writing (by specific topic)

Introduction to Literary Theory
Feminist Literary Theory

Topics in Literature (by specific topic)
Form and Theory of Poetry

Form and Theory of Fiction

Form and Theory of Creative Nonfiction
Literary Theory and Criticism: __

Select six credits in literature prior to 1700 !

ENGL 320
ENGL 321
ENGL 322

ENGL 324
ENGL 325

Early Literary Traditions
English Drama From 900 to 1642

Medieval Literature: Old English to
Middle English

Late Medieval Literature
Early Modern Literature

ENGL 326
ENGL/RELS 361
ENGL 391
ENGL 401
ENGL 402
ENGL 403
ENGL 410
ENGL 411
ENGL 480
ENGL 481
ENGL 482
ENGL 483

ENGL 484

Shakespeare in Context

The Bible as Literature

Topics in Literature (by specific topic)
Shakespeare

Chaucer

Milton

Medieval Studies: ____

Early Modern Studies: ___

Authors: ____ (by specific topic)
Genres: ____ (by specific topic)
Literary Topics: ____ (by specific topic)
Literary Texts and Contexts: ____ (by
specific topic)

Literary Movements: ____ (by specific
topic)

Select six credits in literature between 1700 and 1945 '

ENGL 330
ENGL 331

ENGL 332

ENGL 335
ENGL 336

ENGL 337
ENGL 340
ENGL 371
ENGL 372
ENGL 373
ENGL 374
ENGL 377
ENGL 391
ENGL 412
ENGL 413
ENGL 480
ENGL 481
ENGL 482
ENGL 483

ENGL 484

AMST 391

AMST 394

Restoration and 18th-century British
Literature

18th-century British Novels and
Narratives

British Literature of the Romantic Era

19th-century British Novels and
Narratives

Victorian Poetry

Early 20th-century British Literature
American Literary Beginnings

U.S. Literature: 1820-1865

U.S. Literature: 1865-1913

U.S. Literature: Modernism
19th-century U.S. Novels and Narratives
Topics in Literature (by specific topic)
18th-century Studies: ____
19th-century Studies: ____

Authors: ____ (by specific topic)
Genres: ____ (by specific topic)
Literary Topics: ____ (by specific topic)

Literary Texts and Contexts: ____ (by
specific topic)

Literary Movements: ____ (by specific
topic)

Topics in American Studies (by specific
topic)

Perspectives in American Studies (by
specific topic)

Select three credits in the literature of diversity !

ENGL/GSWS 353
ENGL/GSWS 354

ENGL/AFAM 363/
INTL 366

ENGL 364

ENGL/AFAM 365/
INTL 367

ENGL 366

Women Writers
Queer Literature
African Literature

Mythology and Folklore
Caribbean Literature

Writing and Social Change: ____



ENGL/AFAM 379 African-American Literature: Beginnings
Through the Harlem Renaissance
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ENGL 381 Multiethnic Literature
ENGL 391 Topics in Literature (by specific topic)
ENGL 480 Authors: ____ (by specific topic)
ENGL 481 Genres: ____ (by specific topic)
ENGL 482 Literary Topics: ____ (by specific topic)
ENGL 483 Literary Texts and Contexts: ____ (by
specific topic)
ENGL 484 Literary Movements: ____ (by specific
topic)
Required electives/optional focus
Select six to nine required elective/optional focus credits (see 6-9
below)
Total Hours 33-42

No single course may be used to satisfy two of these requirements.

Open electives

Select 32-55 open elective credits 32-55

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Required electives/optional focus

As part of the English major, electives allow students to take courses of
particular interest to them. Electives may not be used to satisfy any other
requirements for the major, except ENGL 499. In consultation with an
adviser, students are encouraged to cluster their elective courses in one
of the following focus areas.

« Literary studies (including courses grouped by historical period,
genre, region, national and minority traditions, thematics, literary
movement, literary influence, etc.)

Writing (including both expository and creative writing)

Criticism and theory (including approaches to literature, form and
theory courses, etc.)

Cultural studies (including courses that focus on race, class, gender,
ethnicity, film, popular culture, etc.)

Linguistics (including courses that focus on history of the language,
cross-cultural communications, etc.)

Students are advised to consult the full listing and description of English
courses before planning their elective courses.

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Fall semester Hours

MATH 131 Introduction to Contemporary Mathematics 3

or or Statistical Thinking

STAT 208
UNIV 111
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Focused Inquiry | 3

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Approved H&S human, social, and political behavior 3

Foreign language (101) 4
Term Hours: 16

Spring semester

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry 1l

Approved H&S literature and civilization 3

Approved H&S science and technology 3

Experiential fine arts 3

Foreign language (102) 4
Term Hours: 16

Sophomore year

Fall semester

ENGL 215 Reading Literature 3

HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3

ENGL 200-level literary history and culture course or 3

foreign language (201)

Approved H&S General Education elective 3

Open elective 3
Term Hours: 16

Spring semester

ENGL 301 Introduction to the English Major 3

ENGL 200-level literary history and culture course or 3

foreign language (202 or 205)

ENGL 300 level: Literature between 1700 and 1945

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Linguistics, writing or criticism

Open elective
Term Hours: 15

Junior year

Fall semester

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Linguistics, writing or criticism 3

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Literature of diversity group 3

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Literature prior to 1700 3

Open electives 6
Term Hours: 15

Spring semester

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Literature prior to 1700 3

ENGL 300 or 400 level: Literature between 1700 and 1945 3

ENGL 400-level elective 3

Open electives 3-6
Term Hours: 12-15

Senior year

Fall semester

ENGL 400-level elective 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15

Spring semester

ENGL 499 Senior Seminar in English 3
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Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-123

American studies, minor in

The minor in American studies consists of at least 18 upper-level credits
to be distributed as follows:

Select six credits in American studies (AMST) courses 6
Select three credits in humanities electives 3
Select three credits in social science electives 3
Select six credits in either humanities, social science or other 6
approved electives, or in independent study

Total Hours 18

All courses selected to fulfill distribution areas must deal with American
materials and topics. A list of recommended courses and electives is
available from the coordinator.

British studies, minor in

David Latané, Ph.D.
Professor and coordinator, British studies

The minor in British studies requires at least 18 credits, 15 of which must
be taken at the 300 level or above. Courses must come from at least two
different departments.

Core 1: Modern Britain

Select one of the following: 3
ENGL 341 British Literature and Culture After 1945
ENGL 391 Topics in Literature
or ENGL 491 Topics in Writing
HUMS 391 Special Topics in the Humanities and
Sciences
HIST 325 History of Modern Britain
Core 2: British origins
Select one of the following: 3
ENGL 401 Shakespeare
ENGL 402 Chaucer
ENGL 403 Milton
ENGL 412 18th-century Studies: ____

HIST 324 History of Early Modern Britain
Core 3: Britain's impact on the world
Select one of the following: 3
ENGL 365/ Caribbean Literature
AFAM 356/
INTL 367
ENGL 371 American Literary Beginnings
HIST 326 The British Empire
HIST 345 American Colonies, 1450-1776
HIST 346 The American Revolutionary Era,
1763-1800
HIST 376/ Caribbean History to 1838
AFAM 392

HIST 383/ History of Southern Africa

AFAM 389
Approved electives
Select nine credits from the core lists above or from the 9
following:

ARTH 425 Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Realism

and Impressionism through Fin-de-
Siecle

ARTH 439 Studies in 20th-century Art

ENGL 203 British Literature |

ENGL 204 British Literature Il

ENGL 321 English Drama From 900 to 1642

ENGL 322 Medieval Literature: Old English to
Middle English

ENGL 325 Early Modern Literature

ENGL 330

ENGL 331 Restoration and 18th-century British
Literature

ENGL 332 18th-century British Novels and
Narratives

ENGL 335 British Literature of the Romantic Era

ENGL 336 19th-century British Novels and
Narratives

ENGL 337 Victorian Poetry

ENGL 340 Early 20th-century British Literature

ENGL 410 Medieval Studies: ____

ENGL 411 Early Modern Studies: ____

ENGL 499 Senior Seminar in English

HIST 391 Topics in History

HIST 490 Seminar in History

HONR 399 Honors Module

PHIL 104 Modern Western Philosophy

RELS 362 Shakespeare and Religion

THEA 491 Topics in Theatre (as appropriate)

Total Hours 18

Creative writing, minor in

The minor in creative writing consists of 18 credits in upper-level courses,
including:

Select at least 15 credits in upper-level courses from the 15-18
following: !

ENGL 303 Writing for Stage and/or Screen
ENGL 305 Writing Poetry

ENGL 307 Writing Fiction

ENGL 309 Writing Creative Nonfiction
ENGL 433/ Advanced Dramatic Writing
THEA 426

ENGL 435 Advanced Poetry Writing

ENGL 437 Advanced Fiction Writing

ENGL 439 Advanced Creative Nonfiction Writing
ENGL 445 Form and Theory of Poetry
ENGL 447 Form and Theory of Fiction
ENGL 491 Topics in Writing



Three credits may be taken from these other writing and 0-3
writing-related courses:

ENGL/CRJS 302 Legal Writing

ENGL 304 Advanced Writing

ENGL 310 Business and Technical Report Writing

ENGL 388 Writing in the Workplace

ENGL 493 English Internship
Total Hours 18

' Note that some of these courses may be repeated (with different

topics) for credit.

English, minor in

The minor in English consists of 18 credits in English literature courses,
six of which may be at the 200 level.

Select 18 credits from the following: 18
200-level ENGL courses (up to six credits)
300-level ENGL courses
400-level ENGL courses
ENGL 492 (up to three credits)
FLET courses (up to three credits)

Total Hours 18

English majors may not minor in English.

Department of Forensic Science

Tal Simmons, Ph.D.
Professor, chair and graduate program director

Catherine Connon, Ph.D.
Instructor and undergraduate program director

forensicscience.vcu.edu (http://forensicscience.vcu.edu)

The Department of Forensic Science offers programs leading to
bachelor's and master's degrees.

The Bachelor of Science is for students who plan a career or graduate
study in the forensic sciences. The forensic science program provides
students with fundamental learning in forensic laboratory analyses and
crime scene investigation, with academic emphasis in biology, chemistry
and criminal justice. The program offers three concentrations: forensic
biology, forensic chemistry and physical evidence. Students will select
one of the three concentrations prior to the second semester of their
sophomore year. The B.S. in Forensic Science supplies students with
the necessary skills for professional careers in forensic laboratories,
public and private, basic research laboratories, clinical laboratories, and/
or to pursue graduate studies. Students also will be prepared to pursue
advanced degrees in the physical sciences, biological sciences, forensic
science, law, allied health and medicine, to name a few.

The Master of Science in Forensic Science prepares students for careers
as forensic scientists in government and private laboratories. Students
receive in-depth exposure to specializations within the field, including
drug analysis, DNA analysis, trace evidence, criminalistics and legal
issues.
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For more information visit forensicscience.vcu.edu (http://
forensicscience.vcu.edu).

+ Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in:
+ Forensic biology (p. 103)
+ Forensic chemistry (p. 105)
+ Physical evidence (p. 107)

Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) with a concentration in forensic
biology

The forensic biology concentration requires an additional 33 credits

in biology, forensic science and elective credits beyond the core
requirements and is well-suited for students interested in graduate
study or careers in the forensic biology section of forensic laboratories.
Students also will be prepared for work in molecular biology laboratories
in both the public and private sectors. Students completing the

forensic biology concentration will be eligible for a minor in chemistry.
Additionally, students who complete BIOL 317 will be eligible for a minor
in biology.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Demonstrate a basic understanding of the laws of criminal procedure
and rules of evidence

+ Demonstrate proper crime scene investigation and reconstruction

+ Demonstrate ethical and professional duties and responsibilities of
the forensic scientist

+ Be able to apply basic principles and laboratory procedures of biology
to forensic science

+ Demonstrate capabilities, use, potential and limitations of forensic
laboratory theory and techniques

Special requirements

The forensic science program requires a minimum of 120 credits
including completion of the College of Humanities and Sciences general
education requirements, 46-48 forensic science core program credits and
33 (forensic biology), 30 (forensic chemistry) or 31 (physical evidence)
concentration-specific credits.

For the forensic biology concentration, a minimum of three additional
credit hours of advanced study (200- to 500-level) in an area of
specialization must be taken. It is recommended that these credits be
CRJS, BIOL, PHYS, MATH or CHEM courses. Additionally, the forensic
biology track requires an additional elective of a 300-, 400- or 500-level
forensic science or natural science elective. FRSC 202 is not applicable
for the major.

Degree requirements for Forensic Science,
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a forensic

biology concentration
General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)
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UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 8
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24
Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)
HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)
Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)
Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)
Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)
Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
Required courses: 3-10

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry (fulfills

University Core quantitative literacy)
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems
(fulfills H&S literature and civilization)

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
Total Hours 3-10
Major requirements

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all of the following

courses. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum grade
of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding to the

subsequent course.

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |

& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |

BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il

& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory Il

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology

BIOL 310 Genetics

BIOZ 476 Biology Capstone Laboratory

CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science 3
FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy 4
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal 3
Procedure
FRSC 385 Forensic Serology 3
FRSC/BIOL 438 Forensic Molecular Biology 3]
FRSZ/BIOZ 438 Forensic Molecular Biology Laboratory 2
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic 3
Science
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 208 University Physics Il
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics 4
Total Hours 73-75

Concentration electives

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all concentration

electives. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum
grade of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding

to the subsequent course.

Select three credits in BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEMZ, CRJS,
FRSC/FRSZ, MATH or PHYS (200- to 500-level)

Select three credits in FRSC or natural science elective (300-
to 500-level)

Total Hours

Open electives

Select zero to six open elective credits

0-6

Total Hours

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

0-6

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year
Fall semester

BIOL 151
& BIOZ 151

Introduction to Biological Sciences |
and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |

General Chemistry
and General Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 101
& CHEZ 101

Hours



UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Experiential fine arts course 1-3
Term Hours: 12-14

Spring semester

BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152  and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 200  Calculus with Analytic Geometry
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il

Term Hours: 16
Sophomore year

Fall semester

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems
(fulfills H&S literature and civilization
course)
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics
Term Hours: 15
Junior year

Fall semester

FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal
Procedure
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/FRSZ, MATH or 3-4
PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Approved H&S diverse and global communities course 3
Term Hours: 16-18
Spring semester
BIOL 310 Genetics 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy

vcu 105
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Approved H&S science and technology course 3-4
Foreign language (101-level) or open electives 0-4
Term Hours: 14-20
Senior year
Fall semester
BIOZ 476 Biology Capstone Laboratory 2
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
FRSC 385 Forensic Serology 3
FRSC or natural science elective (300- to 500-level) 3
Approved H&S General Education elective 3-4
Foreign language (102-level) or open electives 0-4
Term Hours: 14-19
Spring semester
FRSC 438 Forensic Molecular Biology 3
or or Forensic Molecular Biology
BIOL 438
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic Science
FRSZ 438 Forensic Molecular Biology Laboratory
or or Forensic Molecular Biology
BIOZ 438 Laboratory
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior course 3-4
Approved H&S General Education elective 3-4
Term Hours: 14-16
Total Hours: 115-132

Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) with a concentration in forensic
chemistry

The forensic chemistry concentration requires an additional 30 credits

in chemistry, calculus, forensic science and elective credits beyond the
core requirements and is offered for those students who are interested in
graduate study or careers in the chemical analysis of forensic evidence,
including the areas of drug analysis, toxicology and trace evidence
analysis. Students also will be prepared for work in private analytical
laboratories. Students completing the forensic chemistry concentration
will be eligible for a minor in chemistry.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Demonstrate a basic understanding of the laws of criminal procedure
and rules of evidence

+ Demonstrate proper crime scene investigation and reconstruction

+ Demonstrate ethical and professional duties and responsibilities of
the forensic scientist

+ Be able to apply basic principles and laboratory procedures of
chemistry to forensic science

+ Demonstrate capabilities, use, potential and limitations of forensic
laboratory theory and techniques
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Special requirements

The forensic science program requires a minimum of 120 credits
including completion of the College of Humanities and Sciences general
education requirements, 46-48 forensic science core program credits and
33 (forensic biology), 30 (forensic chemistry) or 31 (physical evidence)
concentration-specific credits.

For the forensic chemistry concentration, a minimum of three additional
credit hours of advanced study (200- to 500-level) in an area of
specialization must be taken. It is recommended that these credits be
CRJS, BIOL, PHYS, MATH or CHEM courses. FRSC 202 is not applicable
for the major.

Degree requirements for Forensic Science,
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a forensic

chemistry concentration
General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
Required courses: 3-10

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry (fulfills
University Core quantitative literacy)
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems

(fulfills H&S literature and civilization)

Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in forensic chemistry

STAT 210

Total Hours

Basic Practice of Statistics

3-10

Major requirements

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all of the following
courses. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum grade
of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding to the
subsequent course.

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science 3
FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy 4
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal 3
Procedure
FRSC 400 Forensic Chemistry 5
& FRSZ 400 and Forensic Chemistry Laboratory
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic 3
Science
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 208 University Physics Il
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics 4
Total Hours 74-76

Concentration electives

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all of their concentration
electives. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum
grade of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding
to the subsequent course.

Select two credits in BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/ 2
FRSZ, MATH or PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Total Hours 2

Open electives

Select zero to nine open elective credits 0-9

Total Hours 0-9



Total minimum requirement 120 credits

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Vcu 107

Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Experiential fine arts course 1-3
Term Hours: 12-14
Spring semester
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory I
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics 4
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Term Hours: 16-17
Spring semester
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
MATH 201 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Term Hours: 18-19
Junior year
Fall semester
CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science 3

PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems
Approved H&S diverse and global communities course
Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy 4
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal 3
Procedure
BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/FRSZ, MATH or 2
PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Foreign language (107-level) or open electives
Term Hours: 16
Senior year
Fall semester
CHEM 409 Instrumental Analysis 5
& CHEZ 409 and Instrumental Analysis Laboratory
Approved H&S General Education elective 34
Approved H&S science and technology course 3-4
Foreign language (102-level) or open elective 4
Term Hours: 15-17
Spring semester
FRSC 400 Forensic Chemistry 5
& FRSZ 400 and Forensic Chemistry Laboratory
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic Science 3
Approved H&S General Education elective 3-4
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior course 3-4
Term Hours: 14-16
Total Hours: 120-128

Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) with a concentration in physical
evidence

The physical evidence concentration requires an additional 31 credits
in chemistry, criminal justice, forensic science and elective credits
beyond the core requirements and is offered for those students who are
interested in graduate study or careers in latent fingerprint examination,
the analysis of impression evidence, as well as firearm and toolmark
analyses. Students also will be prepared for work in private analytical
laboratories.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Demonstrate a basic understanding of the laws of criminal procedure
and rules of evidence

+ Demonstrate proper crime scene investigation and reconstruction

+ Demonstrate ethical and professional duties and responsibilities of
the forensic scientist

+ Be able to apply basic principles and laboratory procedures of
physics and chemistry to forensic science

+ Demonstrate capabilities, use, potential and limitations of forensic
laboratory theory and techniques
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Special requirements

The forensic science program requires a minimum of 120 credits
including completion of the College of Humanities and Sciences general
education requirements, 46-48 forensic science core program credits and
33 (forensic biology), 30 (forensic chemistry) or 30 (physical evidence)
concentration-specific credits.

For the physical evidence concentration, students must complete five
credits of 300- to 500-level forensic science or natural science elective
coursework, with a minimum of one laboratory course. Additionally, a
minimum of 10 additional credit hours of advanced study (200- to 500-
level) in an area of specialization must be taken. It is recommended that
these credits be CRJS, BIOL, PHYS, MATH or CHEM courses. FRSC 202 is
not applicable for the major.

Degree requirements for Forensic Science,
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a physical

evidence concentration
General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
Required courses 3-10

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry (fulfills

University Core quantitative literacy)

Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a concentration in physical evidence

PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems
(fulfills H&S literature and civilization)
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
Total Hours 3-10

Major requirements

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all of the following
courses. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum grade
of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding to the
subsequent course.

BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science 3
FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy 4
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal 3
Procedure
FRSC 385 Forensic Serology 3
FRSC 410 Forensic Pattern Evidence 3
FRSC 412 Forensic Analysis of Firearms and
Toolmarks
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic 3
Science
FRSC 566 Advanced Crime Scene Investigation
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 207 University Physics |
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or PHYS 208 University Physics Il
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics 4
Total Hours 70-72

Concentration electives

Students must receive a minimum grade of C in all of their concentration
electives. If a course is a prerequisite for another course, a minimum
grade of C must be obtained in the prerequisite course before proceeding
to the subsequent course.

Select six credits in BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/ 6
FRSZ, MATH or PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Total Hours 6



Open electives
Select zero to nine open elective credits 0-9
Total Hours 0-9
Total minimum requirement 120 credits
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151  and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S diverse and global communities course 8
Experiential fine arts course 1-3
Term Hours: 15-17
Spring semester
CHEM 102  General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory I
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry 4
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 309  Quantitative Analysis 5
& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
Term Hours: 17
Spring semester
CHEM 302  Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I
FRSC 300 Survey of Forensic Science 3
BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/FRSZ, MATH or 3
PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior course 3-4
Term Hours: 14-15

Junior year
Fall semester
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FRSC 309 Scientific Crime Scene Investigation 3
FRSC 365 Forensic Microscopy 4
PHYS 201 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics |
PHYS 207
Foreign language (101-level) or open electives 4
Term Hours: 15-16
Spring semester
FRSC 385 Forensic Serology
PHYS 202 General Physics 4-5
or or University Physics Il
PHYS 208
Approved H&S science and technology course 34
Foreign language (102-level) or open electives 4
Term Hours: 14-16
Senior year
Fall semester
CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry |
FRSC 375 Forensic Evidence, Law and Criminal
Procedure
FRSC 410 Forensic Pattern Evidence 3
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems 8
Approved H&S General Education elective 3-4
Term Hours: 15-16
Spring semester
FRSC 412 Forensic Analysis of Firearms and 3
Toolmarks
FRSC 490 Professional Practices in Forensic Science 3
FRSC 566 Advanced Crime Scene Investigation 3
Approved H&S General Education elective 3-4
BIOL/BIOZ, CHEM/CHEZ, CRJS, FRSC/FRSZ, MATH or 3
PHYS (200- to 500-level)
Term Hours: 15-16
Total Hours: 120-128

Department of Gender, Sexuality and

Women'’s Studies

Kathleen Ingram, Ph.D.
Associate professor and interim chair

gsws.vcu.edu (http://gsws.vcu.edu)

Gender, sexuality and women's studies provides a broad interpretation
and view of diversity, including the interdisciplinary, cross-cultural
examination of women's perspectives and experiences, masculinity and
femininity, and heterosexuality and alternate sexualities as culturally

constructed and socially experienced.

+ Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

(p- 170)

+ Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a

concentration in health and science (p. 113)

+ Gender, sexuality and women's studies, minor in (p. 116)
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Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies,
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

Be conversant in feminist epistemology

Analyze through a feminist lens the social, cultural, artistic,
literary, historical, economic, political and scientific forces and
accomplishments that shape the lived experiences of women and
people of diverse sexualities and genders

Display a working knowledge of online databases and library

resources requisite to conducting contemporary and archival

research

+ Analyze data, refute bias and exercise informed judgment in problem-
solving related to the lives of diverse people and to issues of social
justice

* Synthesize information and formulate clearly articulated arguments

* Integrate complex thoughts into written and spoken discourse

Present clear, organized and coherent arguments as demonstrated
through oral and written assignments

Be conversant in the ethical dimensions of gender, sexuality and
women'’s issues

Critique civic engagement from a feminist perspective

Display a working knowledge of social injustice and advocacy

Understand feminist theorizing across disciplinary and cultural
contexts for both methodology and epistemology and analyze and
evaluate problems and questions by applying the intersection of
knowledge, gender, race, class, culture, power and knower influence

Identify and comprehend issues of social justice, and analyze their
effects on gender and sexual minorities, and women and girls in the
U.S. and around the world

Special requirements

A Bachelor of Arts in Gender, Sexuality and Women'’s Studies requires
a total of 120 credits with 30 credits in GSWS courses and at least 15
of those credits in upper-level courses. Students may choose a general
interdisciplinary program or a health and science concentration.

All students must complete the general education requirements for

the Bachelor of Arts in the College of Humanities and Sciences. All
students also must complete core course requirements of GSWS 201 and
GSWS 401.

The general interdisciplinary program requires that students take either
GSWS 301 or GSWS 352/ENGL 352, plus one three-credit course from
each perspective area: diversity/international perspectives on gender,
sexuality and women; humanities perspectives on women on gender,
sexuality and women; social science perspectives on women on gender,
sexuality and women; and health and science. The remaining credits in
the major are electives, but must be GSWS courses or courses cross-

listed with GSWS. These electives may include GSWS 391 and GSWS 492.

Note, however, that an independent study is permitted only after the
student has an agreement with a supervising faculty member and
permission from the major’s adviser.

Degree requirements for Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 34
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

BIOL 101 Biological Concepts (fulfills H&S 0-3
science and technology)
or BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
Total Hours 0-3

Major requirements

GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies
GSWS/ENGL 352 Feminist Literary Theory 3
or GSWS 301 Feminist Social Theory
GSWS diversity/international perspectives on gender, 3

sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)

GSWS humanities perspectives on women on gender, 3
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)

GSWS social science perspectives on women on gender, 3
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)

GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level)

GSWS 401 Topical Senior Seminar (capstone)



GSWS electives (two of three courses must be upper-level) 9
Total Hours 30
Open electives

Select 41-58 open elective credits 41-58

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Perspective areas

Note: A course listed in two different areas may not be used to fulfill both
area requirements for the major. Some courses may have prerequisites to

meet before enrollment.

Diversity/international perspectives on gender, sexuality and

women

GSWS/AFAM/SOCY African American Family in Social
305 Context

GSWS/AFAM/POLI  Politics of Race, Class and Gender
318

GSWS 339/HIST 330 History of Women in Europe |
GSWS 340/HIST 331 History of Women in Europe I

GSWS/ENGL 353 Women Writers (when international

writers)
GSWS/ENGL 354 Queer Literature

GSWS 366/INTL 368/ Women and Global Politics
POLI 366

GSWS/RELS 371 Women in Islam
GSWS/INTL/RELS  Global Women's Spirituality
372

GSWS 380 Lesbian and Bisexual Women

GSWS/AFAM/HIST  Africa and the Americas: Slavery,

390 Gender and Race

GSWS/FLET/INTL  Topics in Gender, Sexuality and

391 Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in English Translation -

when the topic is women Francophone

writers)
GSWS 450 Black Feminist Thought
Humanities perspectives on women on gender, sexuality and
women
GSWS/ENGL 236 Women in Literature

GSWS 339/HIST 330 History of Women in Europe |
GSWS 340/HIST 331 History of Women in Europe I

GSWS/HIST 341 American Women's History |

GSWS/ENGL 352 Feminist Literary Theory
GSWS/ENGL 353 Women Writers
GSWS/ENGL 354 Queer Literature

GSWS 355 Queer Cinema

GSWS 356 Open Minds

GSWS/RELS 371 Women in Islam
GSWS/INTL/RELS  Global Women's Spirituality
372

GSWS/RELS 373 Gender and the Bible

GSWS/AFAM/HIST  Africa and the Americas: Slavery,
390 Gender and Race

W W W W W wwwwwow
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GSWS 391/ENGL 410 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and

GSWS 391/ENGL 411

Women's Studies (Medieval Studies:

- when the topic is women)
Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Early Modern
Studies: - when the topic is
women)

GSWS 391/ENGL 412 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and

GSWS 391/ENGL 491

GSWS/FLET 391

GSWS/PHIL 391

GSWS 450

GSWS/ENGL/LING
452

Women's Studies (18th-century Studies
- when the topic is women)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Writing -
when the topic is women)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in English Translation - when
the topic women Francophone writers)
Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Philosophy
- when the topic is women and science)

Black Feminist Thought
Language and Gender

Social science perspectives on women on gender, sexuality

and women
GSWS 301

GSWS/ANTH/SOCY
304

GSWS/AFAM/SOCY
305

GSWS/POLI 316

GSWS/POLI/AFAM
318

GSWS/POLI 319

GSWS/SOCY 333
GSWS/SOCY 334
GSWS/PSYC 335
GSWS/SOCY 336

GSWS/POLI 366/
INTL 368

GSWS 380
GSWS/CRJS 382
GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 391

GSWS/POLI 391

Feminist Social Theory
Sociology of Families

African American Family in Social
Context

Women and the Law
Politics of Race, Class and Gender

Women and American Politics
Gender in Society

Sociology of Women
Psychology of Women
Violence Against Women
Women and Global Politics

Lesbian and Bisexual Women
Gender, Crime and Justice

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is gender
politics in popular culture)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in

Political Science - when the topic is
contemporary issues in feminist theory)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is women and
health care policy)

111
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GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 450
GSWS/AFAM 491

Health and science
GSWS/SOCY 333
GSWS/PSYC 335
GSWS/SOCY 336
GSWS 391/ENVS 491

GSWS/FLET 391

GSWS 391/
MASC 491

GSWS/PHIL 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 392

GSWS 393
GSWS/AFAM 491

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is reproductive
technologies, ethics and policies)

Black Feminist Thought

Topics in Women's Studies (when

the topic is anthropological and

international perspectives on women
and health)

Gender in Society

Psychology of Women

Violence Against Women

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in
Environmental Studies - when the topic
is women, nature and the environment)
Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in Translation - when the
topic is women and madness in
Francophone literature)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Mass
Communications - when the topic is
women and technology)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Philosophy
- when the topic is women and science)
Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is women and
health care policy)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is reproductive
technologies, ethics and policies)
Women's Health Care Across the Life
Span

Feminist Research and Methods

Topics in Women's Studies (when
the topic is anthropological and
international perspectives on women
and health)

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year
Fall semester
STAT 208

Statistical Thinking (or other approved

quantitative literacy course)

UNIV 101

Introduction to the University

w W w w

Hours

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S general education elective 3-4
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 34
Term Hours: 13-15
Spring semester
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 3
or or Introduction to Biological Sciences |
BIOL 151
GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies (fulfills H&S diverse and
global)
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry 11
Approved H&S literature and civilization 3
Open elective (or BIOZ 101 or BIOZ 151 lab to accompany 1
lecture above)
Term Hours: 14
Sophomore year
Fall semester
GSWS 301 Feminist Social Theory 3
or or Feminist Literary Theory
GSWS 352
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved H&S general education elective 3-4
Foreign language (101-level) 4
GSWS diversity/international perspectives on gender, 3
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)
Term Hours: 16-17
Spring semester
GSWS humanities perspectives on women on gender, 3
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)
GSWS social science perspectives on women on gender, 3
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Foreign language (102-level) 4
Open elective (or approved H&S science and technology if 3
not satisfied above)
Term Hours: 14-16
Junior year
Fall semester
GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level) 3
GSWS elective 3
Open electives 9
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
GSWS elective (upper-level) 3



Open electives 15
Term Hours: 18

Senior year

Fall semester

GSWS 401 Topical Senior Seminar (capstone) 3

Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15

Spring semester

GSWS elective (upper-level) 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-125

Gender, Sexuality and Women's
Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a
concentration in health and science

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will know and know how to do
the following:

+ Be conversant in feminist epistemology

+ Analyze through a feminist lens the social, cultural, artistic,
literary, historical, economic, political and scientific forces and
accomplishments that shape the lived experiences of women and
people of diverse sexualities and genders

« Display a working knowledge of online databases and library
resources requisite to conducting contemporary and archival
research

+ Analyze data, refute bias and exercise informed judgment in problem-
solving related to the lives of diverse people and to issues of social
justice

+ Synthesize information and formulate clearly articulated arguments

+ Integrate complex thoughts into written and spoken discourse

* Present clear, organized and coherent arguments as demonstrated
through oral and written assignments

+ Be conversant in the ethical dimensions of gender, sexuality and
women'’s issues

+ Critique civic engagement from a feminist perspective

Display a working knowledge of social injustice and advocacy

Understand feminist theorizing across disciplinary and cultural
contexts for both methodology and epistemology and analyze and
evaluate problems and questions by applying the intersection of
knowledge, gender, race, class, culture, power and knower influence
+ Identify and comprehend issues of social justice, and analyze their
effects on gender and sexual minorities, and women and girls in the
U.S. and around the world

Special requirements

A Bachelor of Arts in Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies requires
a total of 120 credits with 30 credits in GSWS courses and at least 15
of these credits in upper-level courses. Students may choose a general
interdisciplinary program or a health and science concentration.
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All students must complete the general education requirements for

the Bachelor of Arts in the College of Humanities and Sciences. All
students also must complete core course requirements of GSWS 201 and
GSWS 401.

Students in the health and science concentration must take GSWS 301
and GSWS 393, in addition to three credits from the diversity/
international perspectives on gender, sexuality and women and nine
credits from the health and science perspectives area. STAT 210 is
recommended in this concentration, and an additional three credits (for a
total of six credits) in a natural science are required.

The remaining credits in the major are electives, but must be GSWS
courses or courses cross-listed with GSWS. These electives may include
GSWS 391 and GSWS 492. Note, however, that an independent study is
permitted only after the student has an agreement with a supervising
faculty member and permission from the major’s adviser.

Degree requirements Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a
concentration in health and science

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 34
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

Select one sequence from: 0-4
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BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
(fulfills H&S science and technology)
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
Natural science: 200-level or higher biology course or 100- 3
level or higher chemistry or physics course
Total Hours 3-7
Major requirements
GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies
GSWS 301 Feminist Social Theory 8
or GSWS 352 Feminist Literary Theory
GSWS 393 Feminist Research and Methods
GSWS 401 Topical Senior Seminar (capstone)
GSWS diversity/international perspectives on gender,
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)
GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level) 9
GSWS electives 6
Total Hours 30
Open electives
Select 30-55 open elective credits 30-55

Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Perspective areas

Note: A course listed in two different areas may not be used to fulfill both
area requirements for the major. Some courses may have prerequisites to

meet before enrollment.

Diversity/international perspectives on gender, sexuality and
women

GSWS/AFAM/SOCY African American Family in Social
305 Context

GSWS/AFAM/POLI  Politics of Race, Class and Gender
318

GSWS 339/HIST 330 History of Women in Europe |
GSWS 340/HIST 331 History of Women in Europe I

GSWS/ENGL 353 Women Writers (when international

writers)
GSWS/ENGL 354 Queer Literature

GSWS 366/INTL 368/ Women and Global Politics
POLI 366

GSWS/RELS 371 Women in Islam
GSWS/INTL/RELS  Global Women's Spirituality
372

GSWS 380 Lesbian and Bisexual Women

GSWS/AFAM/HIST  Africa and the Americas: Slavery,

390 Gender and Race

GSWS/FLET/INTL  Topics in Gender, Sexuality and

391 Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in English Translation -
when the topic is women Francophone
writers)

GSWS 450

Humanities perspectives on women on gender, sexuality and
women

GSWS/ENGL 236 Women in Literature

GSWS 339/HIST 330 History of Women in Europe |
GSWS 340/HIST 331 History of Women in Europe I
GSWS/HIST 341

Black Feminist Thought

American Women's History |

GSWS/ENGL 352 Feminist Literary Theory
GSWS/ENGL 353 Women Writers
GSWS/ENGL 354 Queer Literature

GSWS 355 Queer Cinema

GSWS 356 Open Minds

GSWS/RELS 371 Women in Islam
GSWS/INTL/RELS  Global Women's Spirituality
372

GSWS/RELS 373 Gender and the Bible

GSWS/AFAM/HIST  Africa and the Americas: Slavery,

390 Gender and Race

GSWS 391/ENGL 410 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Medieval Studies:

- when the topic is women)

GSWS 391/ENGL 411 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Early Modern
Studies: - when the topic is
women)

GSWS 391/ENGL 412 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (18th-century Studies
- when the topic is women)

GSWS 391/ENGL 491 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Writing -
when the topic is women)

GSWS/FLET 391 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in English Translation - when

the topic women Francophone writers)

GSWS/PHIL 391 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Philosophy

- when the topic is women and science)

GSWS 450 Black Feminist Thought
GSWS/ENGL/LING  Language and Gender
452

GSWS 457/ Women, Art and Society
ARTH 357

Social science perspectives on women on gender, sexuality
and women

GSWS 301 Feminist Social Theory

GSWS/ANTH/SOCY Sociology of Families
304

GSWS/AFAM/SOCY  African American Family in Social
305 Context

GSWS/POLI 316 Women and the Law

GSWS/POLI/AFAM  Politics of Race, Class and Gender
318

GSWS/POLI 319
GSWS/SOCY 333
GSWS/SOCY 334

Women and American Politics
Gender in Society
Sociology of Women
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GSWS/PSYC 335
GSWS/SOCY 336

GSWS/POLI 366/
INTL 368

GSWS 380
GSWS/CRJS 382
GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 450
GSWS/AFAM 491

Health and science
GSWS/SOCY 333
GSWS/PSYC 335
GSWS/SOCY 336
GSWS 391/ENVS 491

GSWS/FLET 391

GSWS 391/
MASC 491

GSWS/PHIL 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS/POLI 391

GSWS 392

GSWS 393

Psychology of Women
Violence Against Women
Women and Global Politics

Lesbian and Bisexual Women
Gender, Crime and Justice

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is gender
politics in popular culture)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in

Political Science - when the topic is
contemporary issues in feminist theory)
Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is women and
health care policy)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is reproductive
technologies, ethics and policies)

Black Feminist Thought

Topics in Women's Studies (when
the topic is anthropological and
international perspectives on women
and health)

Gender in Society

Psychology of Women

Violence Against Women

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in
Environmental Studies - when the topic
is women, nature and the environment)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Foreign
Literature in Translation - when the
topic is women and madness in
Francophone literature)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Mass
Communications - when the topic is
women and technology)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Philosophy
- when the topic is women and science)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is women and
health care policy)

Topics in Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (Topics in Political
Science - when the topic is reproductive
technologies, ethics and policies)
Women's Health Care Across the Life
Span

Feminist Research and Methods

w W w w

GSWS/AFAM 491 Topics in Women's Studies (when
the topic is anthropological and
international perspectives on women

and health)
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What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser

before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year
Fall semester

STAT 208 Statistical Thinking (or other approved

quantitative literacy course)
UNIV 101
UNIV 111
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |

Introduction to the University
Focused Inquiry |

Approved H&S general education elective
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior

Hours

34
34

Term Hours:
Spring semester
BIOL 101
& BIOZ 101
or

BIOL 151
& BIOZ 151

Biological Concepts
and Biological Concepts Laboratory

Introduction to Biological Sciences |
and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |

GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and
Women's Studies (fulfills H &S diverse and
global communities)

HUMS 202
UNIV 112
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S literature and civilization

Choices in a Consumer Society
Focused Inquiry Il

13-15

Term Hours:
Sophomore year
Fall semester
GSWS 301
UNIV 200
Approved H&S general education elective

Feminist Social Theory
Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Foreign language (101-level)

Natural science (200-level or higher biology, or 100-level
or higher chemistry or physics) (CHEM 110 or PHYS
103 fulfills H&S science and technology or H&S general
education elective, if needed)

Term Hours:
Spring semester

GSWS diversity/international perspectives on gender,
sexuality and women (200- to 400-level)

GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level)
Experiential fine arts

16-17
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Foreign language (102-level) 4
Open elective (or approved H&S science and technology if 3
not satisfied above)
Term Hours: 14-16
Junior year
Fall semester
GSWS 393 Feminist Research and Methods
GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level)
Open electives
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
GSWS elective 3
GSWS health and science perspectives (300- to 400-level) 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 18
Senior year
Fall semester
GSWS 401 Topical Senior Seminar (capstone) 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
GSWS elective 3
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-125
Gender, sexuality and women'’s studies,
minor in
The minor in gender, sexuality and women'’s studies consists of 18
credits in GSWS courses or courses cross-listed with GSWS courses.
Students are required to take the following:
GSWS 201 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and 3
Women's Studies
Select a feminist theory course
Select a course addressing diversity/international
perspectives on gender, sexuality and women
Select electives in GSWS courses or courses cross-listed with 9
GSWS courses
Total Hours 18
Department of History

811 and 813 South Cathedral Place
P.O. Box 842001

Richmond, Virginia 23284

Phone: (804) 828-1635

Fax: (804) 828-7085

history.vcu.edu (http://history.vcu.edu)

John T. Kneebone, Ph.D.
Associate professor and chair

Peter Stone, Ph.D.

Assistant professor, assistant to the chair and faculty adviser for
undergraduate studies

Ryan K. Smith, Ph.D.
Associate professor and director of graduate studies

Kathleen Murphy
Administrative coordinator

The Department of History offers programs at the graduate and
undergraduate levels, specializing in a multidimensional analysis of the
human past. Faculty research interests vary among thematic, topical,
national or chronological emphases. For more information regarding the
department and its specialty areas, visit the website at history.vcu.edu
(http://history.vcu.edu).

+ History, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) (p. 116)
* History, minorin (p. 118)
+ Medical humanities, minor in (p. 118)

History, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

The Bachelor of Arts in History requires a minimum of 120 credits, with
at least 36 of those credits in history. Students must complete HIST 300
with a minimum grade of C prior to enrolling in more than six credits of
300- or 400-level history courses.

The history curriculum exposes students to a multidimensional analysis
of the human past. Knowledge gained through such analysis not only
has the intrinsic appeal of any disciplined intellectual inquiry, but also
constitutes an indispensable basis for active citizenship and for critical
thinking about the society in which the student lives.

Historical training at the undergraduate level leads to personal and social
awareness within the rich tradition of the liberal arts. It also provides
students an ideal preparation for a wide range of careers and further
professional study.

Students in the program can take advantage of a wide range of courses
with thematic, topical, national or chronological emphases to fulfill
requirements and electives. Students should consult with their advisers
each semester to design a program that meets these requirements and
suits their interests and career objectives.

Learning outcomes

Upon completing this program, students will be able to demonstrate
knowledge of:

1. The various types of sources historians employ in their research and
work.

2. The need for skepticism and informed judgment in historical studies,
and of the role of biases and frames of reference in historical
research.

3. How and why historians often reach different conclusions with
reference to issues of fact, causation, interpretation and significance.

4. How to summarize, analyze and evaluate scholarly and/or popular
works dealing with the historical past, and will also demonstrate such
critical, analytical and evaluative skills both orally and in writing.

5. The procedures of library research, awareness of the significance
of varying methodologies of historical research (such as historical
archaeology, oral history, quantitative methods) and will demonstrate
the ability to understand and interpret historical evidence when



presented in the form of documents, maps, graphs and statistical
tables.

6. The basic skills and aptitudes in the investigation of a historical
topic/issue and in the presentation of his/her findings in a literate,
documented, logically argued and coherently organized research
paper.

Finally, students will demonstrate:

7. An appreciation of the forces of change and continuity, or the
appropriateness (or inappropriateness) of analogies between one
set of historical experiences/circumstances and another, and of the
extent to which historical experience and knowledge can (or should)
serve as a guide for current action.

Honors in history

To earn a Bachelor of Arts degree with honors in history students must
have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 or a 3.0 average for their junior
year, with at least a 3.3 GPA in history courses. Students also must have
completed an honors paper in history. See the department adviser or
chair for information about the paper requirements. Official certification
of the award will be presented to students upon their graduation.

Degree requirements for History, Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.)

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Choices in a Consumer Society 1

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)
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Collateral requirements

Foreign language through the 202 or 205 level (by course or 0-6
placement testing)

Major requirements

HIST 300 Introduction to Historical Study 3

HIST 493 Internship (capstone) 2-4
or HIST 490 Seminar in History

Historical survey courses (100- and 200-level HIST) 12

Upper-level HIST (301-499, except 490 or 493) 18

Total Hours 35-37

Note: Major requires at least six credits from each of three areas (may
be satisfied by 100-level and 300-level HIST courses chosen above): a)
Europe, b) United States, and c) Africa, Asia, Latin America or the Middle
East.

Open electives

Select 32-52 open elective credits (from the college, School of
the Arts, School of Business and School of Education)

32-52

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.

Freshman year

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Fall semester Hours

UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1

UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry |

Approved quantitative literacy 3-4

Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3

Historical survey (100-level HIST) 3
Term Hours: 13-14

Spring semester

HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1

UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3

Play course

video for

Focused

Inquiry Il

Approved H&S human, social and political behavior 3-4

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Historical survey (100-level HIST) 3
Term Hours: 13-15

Sophomore year

Fall semester

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument

Approved H&S literature and civilization

Approved H&S general education elective 3-4

Foreign language (101-level) 4
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Historical survey (100-level HIST) 3
Term Hours: 16-17
Spring semester
HIST 300 Introduction to Historical Study 3
Approved H&S science and technology 3-4
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Foreign language (102-level) 4
Historical survey (100-level HIST) 3
Term Hours: 1417
Junior year
Fall semester
Foreign language (201-level) or open elective
Open electives
Upper-level HIST (301-499)
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
Foreign language (202 or 205) or open elective
Open electives
Upper-level HIST (301-499)
Term Hours: 15
Senior year
Fall semester
Open electives
Upper-level HIST (301-499)
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
HIST 490 Seminar in History 3-4
or or Internship
HIST 493
Open electives 12
Term Hours: 15-16
Total Hours: 116-124

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

History, minor in

The minor in history consists of 18 credits in history, 12 of which must be

at the upper level (300-400), including:

Select at least one three-credit course in three of the following

regions:
Africa
North America
Asia
Europe
Latin America
Middle East
Select additional history courses

Total Hours

Medical humanities, minor in

The minor in medical humanities consists of 18 credits in courses that
address the nonscientific aspects of professional health care training.

To achieve the minor, students must complete each of the following

courses:
ARTH 361 The Human Condition: An Arts 3
Perspective
PHIL 213 Ethics and Health Care
SCTS 301/ENGL 369 lliness Narratives
Core I: History of science, technology and medicine
Select one of the following: 3
HIST 389 History in Film: __ (science film topics
only)
HIST/SCTS 392  Revolutions in Science |
HIST/SCTS 393  Revolutions in Science Il
HIST/SCTS 397  Genetics and Society: 1865 to the
Present
HIST/SCTS 398  History of Medicine and Public Health:
SCTS 300 Introduction to Science and Technology
Studies
Core lI: Cross-cultural and diversity perspectives that impact
health care
Select one of the following: 3
AFAM/ANTH/ Global Women's Health
INTL/GSWS 309
AFAM 310 African American Health: Health
Disparities
ANTH 301/ Human Evolution
BIOL 341
ANTH 391 Topics in Anthropology (medical
anthropology topic only)
ENGL/GSWS 353 Women Writers
ENGL/GSWS 354 Queer Literature
GSWS 392 Women's Health Care Across the Life
Span
WRLD 220 Human Rights and Literature
Core llI: Psych-social dimensions of healing and caregiving
Select one of the following: 3
HCMG 300 Health Care Organization and Services
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology
PSYC 308 Stress and its Management
PSYC 412 Health Psychology
SOCY/GSWS 333 Gender in Society
SOCY 445 Medical Sociology
Total Hours 18

Department of Kinesiology and Health

Sciences

Joann Richardson, Ph.D.
Associate professor and interim chair

khs.vcu.edu (http://khs.vcu.edu)

The Department of Kinesiology and Health Sciences offers programs that

prepare students to pursue careers that utilize exercise interventions
for both healthy and diseased populations and/or careers designed for



students who wish to enter a health care-related field (that does not

require licensure, certification or registry status). The department offers
one undergraduate degree program; the Bachelor of Science with either
the exercise science concentration or the health science concentration.

Along with the undergraduate program, the department also offers a
Master of Science in Health and Movement Sciences and Doctor of
Philosophy in Rehabilitation and Movement Science.

The M.S. in Health and Movement Sciences program provides advanced
course work for students interested in the application of health and
movement science principles to exercise science, teaching and sports
medicine. This program has a central focus on the sciences and is
flexible enough so that students, with the assistance of an adviser, can
design a program that truly meets their professional goals.

The Doctor of Philosophy in Rehabilitation and Movement Science
program is interdisciplinary in nature and includes faculty from the
departments of Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Physical Therapy, and
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. Students choose a concentration
in either exercise physiology or neuromusculoskeletal dynamics.

The department also offers a post-baccalaureate undergraduate
Certificate in Health Sciences that is designed for students who hold
a baccalaureate degree in a non-science area and wish to pursue their
undergraduate pre-health sciences requirements at VCU.

For more information, consult the department’s website at khs.vcu.edu
(http://khs.vcu.edu).

+ Health, Physical Education and Exercise Science, Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) with a concentration in exercise science (p. 119)

+ Health, Physical Education and Exercise Science, Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) with a concentration in health science (p. 121)

+ Health Sciences, Certificate in (Post-baccalaureate undergraduate
certificate) (p. 123)

Health, Physical Education and Exercise
Science, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with a
concentration in exercise science

The exercise science concentration prepares students to serve as leaders
of fitness, health and conditioning programs in corporate, commercial,
university and clinical settings that provide exercise programming

for apparently healthy individuals and those with chronic disease.
Career paths include exercise physiologist, corporate fitness director,
cardiopulmonary rehabilitation specialist, strength and conditioning
specialist and wellness director. Additionally, the exercise science
concentration prepares students for graduate study in exercise science
or athletic training and offers an excellent option for those students who
want to obtain the pre-requisites for post-graduate study in physical
therapy, occupational therapy and medicine.

Learning outcomes
+ Graduates will be prepared to serve as leaders of fitness, health and
conditioning programs in all sectors.
+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate knowledge of core content as
evidenced on a basic exercise science competencies checklist.
+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate the ability to apply
rehabilitative principles and skills in exercise preparation.
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+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate a conceptual understanding of
health related behaviors in the treatment of hypokinetic diseases.

+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate the ability to administer
wellness programs, assess and prescribe appropriate exercise
regimes, and recommend healthful dietary strategies.

Special requirements

A minimum grade of C is required in all HPEX courses and electives.
Students cannot use more than one HPEX course (three credits) from
the health science core as an elective. All students must attempt

a department-approved national certification examination prior to
graduation.

Degree requirements for Health, Physical
Education and Exercise Science, Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) with a concentration in exercise
science

General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry |

UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for

Focused Inquiry Il

UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 34
Approved quantitative literacy 34
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24

Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)

HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills

University Core social/behavioral sciences)

Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University

Core humanities/fine arts)

Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)

Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)

Total Hours 11-23

Course offered by the School of the Arts

Collateral requirements

Select from:
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BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
(fulfills approved science and
technology and University Core natural/
physical science)
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics (fulfills 4
University Core quantitative literacy)
or MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
PHYS 201 General Physics 4
PSYC 101 Play Introduction to Psychology (fulfills 4
course video for approved human, social and political
Introduction to behavior)
Psychology
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
Total Hours 22
HPEX core
HPEX 300 Health Care Delivery in the U.S. 3
HPEX 310 Fitness and Health 8
HPEX 395 Clinical Experience | 3
HPEX 495 Clinical Experience I (fulfills senior 6
capstone)
Total Hours 15
Exercise science core
HPEX 350 Nutrition
HPEX 371 Psychology of Physical Activity
HPEX 374 Musculoskeletal Structure and
Movement
HPEX 375 Physiology of Exercise 4
& HPEZ 375 and Physiology of Exercise Laboratory
HPEX 380 Resistance Training for Health and 3
Performance
HPEX 440 Chronic Disease and Exercise 3
Management
HPEX 441 Assessment and Exercise Intervention 3
in Health and Disease
HPEX 470 Exercise Programming and Leadership 3
HPEX 475 Cardiovascular Pathophysiology and 3
Pharmacology
HPEX 480 Professional Certification Seminar 1
Total Hours 30

Electives
Select from the course list below 7-21
Total Hours 7-21

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Electives
ANTH 301 Human Evolution 3
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
BIOL 201 Human Biology 3
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 3
BIOL 217 Principles of Nutrition 3
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3
BIOL 308 Vertebrate Histology 4
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory II
CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3
HPEX 250 Medical Terminology 1
HPEX 271 Safety, First Aid and CPR 3
HPEX: 300-level and 400-level courses
HUMS 391 Special Topics in the Humanities and 1-4

Sciences
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems 3
PHYS 202 General Physics 4
PHIL 213 Ethics and Health Care 3
PHYS 208 University Physics Il 5
PSYC 308 Stress and its Management 3
PSYC 309 Personality 3
PSYC 401 Physiological Psychology 3
PSYC 407 Psychology of the Abnormal 3
PSYC 412 Health Psychology 3
SOCY 445 Medical Sociology 3
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
Other adviser-approved courses
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory
HPEX 310 Fitness and Health 8



UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry | 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S literature and civilization
Term Hours: 13
Spring semester
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology 4
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S diverse and global communities
Term Hours: 15
Sophomore year
Fall semester
HPEX 300 Health Care Delivery in the U.S. 3
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206  and Human Physiology Laboratory
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument
HPEX elective
Foreign language (101 level)
Term Hours: 17
Spring semester
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
HPEX 375 Physiology of Exercise 4
& HPEZ 375 and Physiology of Exercise Laboratory
HPEX elective 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3
H&S general education elective 3-4
Term Hours: 15-18
Junior year
Fall semester
HPEX 395 Clinical Experience | 3
HPEX 440 Chronic Disease and Exercise Management 3
PHYS 201 General Physics 4
Foreign language (102 level) 4
Term Hours: 14
Spring semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
HPEX 380 Resistance Training for Health and 3
Performance
HPEX 441 Assessment and Exercise Intervention in 3
Health and Disease
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3

veu 121

H&S general education elective 3-4
Term Hours: 16-17

Senior year
Fall semester

HPEX 350 Nutrition 3
HPEX 371 Psychology of Physical Activity 3
HPEX 470 Exercise Programming and Leadership 3
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3

Term Hours: 12

Spring semester

HPEX 374 Musculoskeletal Structure and Movement 4

HPEX 475 Cardiovascular Pathophysiology and 3
Pharmacology

HPEX 480 Professional Certification Seminar 1

HPEX 495 Clinical Experience I 6
Term Hours: 14
Total Hours: 116-120

Total minimum requirement 120 credits

Health, Physical Education and Exercise
Science, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) witha
concentration in health science

The health science concentration is designed for students who wish

to enter a health care-related field (that does not require licensure,
certification or registry status) such as corporate wellness, human
services, nonprofit health promotion and medical and pharmaceutical
sales. Graduates holding a degree with a concentration in health science
can also be qualified to enter either graduate or professional health
science programs, such as public health, health education and promotion,
physical therapy, occupational therapy, pharmacy, nursing, speech-
language pathology, audiology, radiation safety, clinical laboratory
science and health care administration.

Learning outcomes

Graduates will be prepared to demonstrate the ability to use a variety
of resources to assess individual community health topics.

+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate the ability to use
interdisciplinary sciences to construct knowledge for the application
of skills designed to solve complex health science issues and
problems.

+ Graduates will be able to demonstrate the ability to implement health
promotion programs in a clinical and public health setting.

Special requirements

A minimum grade of C is required in all HPEX core, health science core,
clinical experiences and elective courses. Students cannot use more than
one HPEX course (three credits) from the exercise science core as an
elective.
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Degree requirements for Health, Physical

Education and Exercise Science, Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) with a concentration in health

science
General education requirements

University Core Education Curriculum (minimum 21 credits)

UNIV 111 Play Focused Inquiry | 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry |
UNIV 112 Play Focused Inquiry Il 3
course video for
Focused Inquiry Il
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Approved humanities/fine arts 3
Approved natural/physical sciences 3-4
Approved quantitative literacy 3-4
Approved social/behavioral sciences 3-4
Total Hours 21-24
Additional College of Humanities and Sciences requirements
(11-23 credits)
HUMS 202 Choices in a Consumer Society 1
Approved H&S diverse and global communities 3
Approved H&S human, social and political behavior (fulfills
University Core social/behavioral sciences)
Approved H&S literature and civilization (fulfills University
Core humanities/fine arts)
Approved H&S science and technology (fulfills University Core
natural/physical sciences)
Approved H&S general education electives 6-8
Experiential fine arts ! 1-3
Foreign language through the 102 level (by course or 0-8
placement)
Total Hours 11-23
Course offered by the School of the Arts
Collateral requirements
Select from:
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts
& BIOZ 101 and Biological Concepts Laboratory
(fulfills approved science and
technology and University Core natural/
physical science)
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences |
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science
Laboratory |
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics (fulfills 4
University Core quantitative literacy)
or MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry

PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ 206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
PHYS 201 General Physics 4
PSYC 101 Play Introduction to Psychology (fulfills 4
course video for approved human, social and political
Introduction to behavior)
Psychology
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics
Total Hours 22
HPEX core
HPEX 300 Health Care Delivery in the U.S. 3
HPEX 310 Fitness and Health 8
HPEX 395 Clinical Experience | 3
HPEX 495 Clinical Experience Il (fulfills senior 6

capstone)
Total Hours 15
Health science core
HPEX 250 Medical Terminology 1
HPEX 345 Nutrition for Health and Disease 3
HPEX 352 Substance Abuse 3
HPEX 353 Disease Trends, Prevention and Control 3
HPEX 354 Coping and Adaptation 3
HPEX 357 Personal Health and Behavior Change 3
HPEX 358 Introduction to Epidemiology 3
HPEX 435 Health Disparities in the U.S. 3
HPEX 445 Principles of Health Care Management 3
Total Hours 25
Electives
Select additional courses from the list below 12-16
Total Hours 12-16
Total minimum requirement 120 credits
Electives
ANTH 301 Human Evolution 3
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
BIOL 201 Human Biology 3
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 3
BIOL 217 Principles of Nutrition 3
BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3
BIOL 308 Vertebrate Histology 4
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |



CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5
& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory Il
CHEM 403 Biochemistry |
HPEX 271 Safety, First Aid and CPR
HPEX 300-level and 400-level courses
HUMS 391 Special Topics in the Humanities and 1-4
Sciences (health careers mentoring)

PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems 3
PHIL 213 Ethics and Health Care 3
PHYS 202 General Physics 4
PHYS 208 University Physics Il 5
PSYC 308 Stress and its Management 8
PSYC 309 Personality 3
PSYC 401 Physiological Psychology 3
PSYC 407 Psychology of the Abnormal 3
PSYC 412 Health Psychology 3
SOCY 445 Medical Sociology 3
UNIV 101 Introduction to the University 1
Other adviser-approved courses
What follows is a sample plan that meets the prescribed requirements
within a four-year course of study at VCU. Please contact your adviser
before beginning course work toward a degree.
Freshman year
Fall semester Hours
BIOL 101 Biological Concepts 4
& BIOZ 101  and Biological Concepts Laboratory
HPEX 310 Fitness and Health
UNIV 111 Focused Inquiry |
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry |
Approved H&S literature and civilization

Term Hours: 13
Spring semester
HUMS 202  Choices in a Consumer Society 1
MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
PSYC 101 Introduction to Psychology 4
Play course
video for
Introduction
to
Psychology
UNIV 112 Focused Inquiry Il 3
Play course
video for
Focused
Inquiry Il
Approved H&S diverse and global communities

Term Hours: 15

Sophomore year
Fall semester
HPEX 300
HPEX 357

Health Care Delivery in the U.S.
Personal Health and Behavior Change

vcu 123
PHIS 206 Human Physiology 4
& PHIZ206 and Human Physiology Laboratory
UNIV 200 Inquiry and the Craft of Argument 3
Foreign language (101 level)
Term Hours: 17
Spring semester
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
HPEX 250 Medical Terminology 1
HPEX elective 3
Foreign language (102 level) 4
H&S general education elective 3
Term Hours: 15
Junior year
Fall semester
HPEX 395 Clinical Experience | 3
PHIL 201 Critical Thinking About Moral Problems 3
PHYS 201 General Physics 4
HPEX elective 3
Experiential fine arts 1-3
Term Hours: 14-16
Spring semester
BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy 4
HPEX 445 Principles of Health Care Management 3
PSYC 304 Life Span Developmental Psychology 3
HPEX elective 3
H&S general education elective 3-4
Term Hours: 16-17
Senior year
Fall semester
HPEX 345 Nutrition for Health and Disease 3
HPEX 352 Substance Abuse 3
HPEX 353 Disease Trends, Prevention and Control 3
STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3
HPEX elective 3
Term Hours: 15
Spring semester
HPEX 358 Introduction to Epidemiology 3
HPEX 435 Health Disparities in the U.S. 3
HPEX 495 Clinical Experience | 6
HPEX elective 3
Term Hours: 15
Total Hours: 120-123

Health Sciences, Certificate in (Post-
baccalaureate undergraduate certificate)

The post-baccalaureate undergraduate Certificate in Health Sciences

is designed for students who hold a baccalaureate degree in a non-
science area and wish to pursue their undergraduate pre-health sciences
requirements at VCU. The program is intended for students who have few
or none of the prerequisites they need to enter doctoral-level programs in
physical therapy, pharmacy, dentistry, medicine, osteopathic medicine,
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optometry or veterinary sciences. This program challenges students to
complete more intensive science and math course work than the basic
prerequisites and maintain at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA. The certificate
program assists students in becoming more competitive for admission
into graduate-level programs in the health sciences, but it does not
guarantee admission into any program.

Those students completing the certificate are expected to achieve
competency in introductory and more advanced-level science courses
and will be granted opportunities to gain health care experience. Students
can learn about health care program admissions requirements and
strengthen their credentials through advising, student-run club activities
and seminars.

Depending on the types of courses students complete before entering
the program, the certificate can take one to three years to complete
with either full- or part-time study. Students are advised on how to
progress based on prior math and science course work, work and
family constraints, and other factors that could affect the time frame to
completion. The certificate program requires the completion of minimal
competencies and a core curriculum.

Before beginning the core curriculum, students must show minimum
competency by completing or transferring in equivalent courses with
minimum grades of B for the following:

MATH 151 Precalculus Mathematics 4
BIOL 151 Introduction to Biological Sciences | 4
& BIOZ 151 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory |
BIOL 152 Introduction to Biological Sciences Il 4
& BIOZ 152 and Introduction to Biological Science

Laboratory Il
CHEM 101 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 101 and General Chemistry Laboratory |
CHEM 102 General Chemistry 4
& CHEZ 102 and General Chemistry Laboratory Il

Students must have completed all chemistry courses within five years
of the time they begin the program in order to apply them toward the
minimum competency requirement.

The academic requirements to complete the core portion of the program
are as follows: a minimum of 25 credit hours (comprising at least six
courses) in mathematics, statistics, chemistry, biology or physics. All
program core courses must be at the 200 level or above. At least three of
the courses in the core must have a laboratory.

A maximum of 11 credit hours can be transferred toward the core
curriculum of the certificate program. Students must have earned a
minimum grade of B in all course work accepted for transfer, which must
come from an accredited institution. Students should consult with the
pre-health sciences advisers to determine the most appropriate courses
to meet their educational and career goals.

Courses will be selected from the following lists:

Math and statistics

MATH 200 Calculus with Analytic Geometry

STAT 210 Basic Practice of Statistics 3
STAT 314 Applications of Statistics

Biology

Health Sciences, Certificate in (Post-baccalaureate undergraduate certificate)

BIOL 205 Basic Human Anatomy
BIOL 209 Medical Microbiology 3
or BIOL 303 Microbiology

BIOL 300 Cellular and Molecular Biology 3

BIOL 308 Vertebrate Histology

BIOL 310 Genetics

& BIOZ 310 and Laboratory in Genetics

BIOL 402 Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy 5

BIOL/FRSC 438 Forensic Molecular Biology 3

BIOL 445 Neurobiology and Behavior 4

BIOL 455 Immunology 3

BIOL 524 Endocrinology 3

BIOL 530/HGEN 501 Introduction to Human Genetics 3

BIOL 540 Fundamentals of Molecular Genetics 3

PHIS 206 Human Physiology 3

or BIOL 411 Animal Physiology

Chemistry

CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 301 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 302 Organic Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 302 and Organic Chemistry Laboratory I

CHEM 303 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 303 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory |

CHEM 304 Physical Chemistry 5

& CHEZ 304 and Physical Chemistry Laboratory Il

CHEM 305 Physical Chemistry for the Life 3
Sciences

CHEM 309 Quantitative Analysis 5

& CHEZ 309 and Quantitative Analysis Laboratory

CHEM/MEDC 310 Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design 3

CHEM 320 Inorganic Chemistry | 3

CHEM 403 Biochemistry | 3

CHEM 404 Biochemistry Il 3

Physics

PHYS 201 General Physics (includes laboratory) 4

PHYS 202 General Physics (includes laboratory) 4

PHYS 207 University Physics | (includes 5
laboratory)

PHYS 208 University Physics Il (includes 5
laboratory)

While matriculating all students must maintain a minimum cumulative
GPA of 3.0. Courses may not be repeated after gaining admission into the
certificate program. Failure to maintain the minimum GPA will result in
formal dismissal from the certificate program.

Students accepted into 