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Abstract: Modified ceramic disks have been recovered from historic-era sites across the 

Americas. Small unperforated disks are commonly interpreted as gaming pieces and larger 

perforated disks are often classified as spindle whorls. Here, we examine these interpretations in 

light of collections from three colonial-era sites in central California: Mission San Antonio de 

Padua, Mission San José, and the Rancho San Andrés Castro Adobe. We argue that the small 

unperforated disks from our study sites were two-sided dice. These gaming pieces facilitated the 

social cohesion of Native people living in the large, multiethnic Indigenous communities that 

formed around Spanish colonial missions and later Mexican-era ranchos. 

 

Keywords: Gaming Pieces, Ceramics, Dice Games, Colonialism, California 

                                                           
1 Santa Clara University, Department of Anthropology, Santa Clara, CA  
2 Albion Environmental, Inc., Santa Cruz, CA  
3 University of Texas at Austin, Department of Anthropology, Austin, TX  

http://em.rdcu.be/wf/click?upn=KP7O1RED-2BlD0F9LDqGVeSDtebHNNaQghUcu1C-2FDmV3U-3D_6Hnyv690gzFVKWSPAnjeaq2MLs1s6vEYw6jg7t5NROPGAJwJgzUl9Gz1qDuPvuIFwCs4mP5uQpMIq30YidNkNofT6GXNhLTcx3Hf03vzUY7Q3ybFC-2BpMPSic4ehI6E5dMWY-2BKFb8G2s2-2F22k0YHv1-2Fe3I91972VUCkYUaQF996vNxtXolZK5C5qnW7rWR2QXjVXZUYTB3qbanzYGAxc7J0pene88KReg1h-2BLnA3yIwTZY-2F7Eln6gnT-2BQ4ZA8rjz4mOtfGAxJPu215eSm3t1zQw-3D-3D
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10761-017-0447-9

	Santa Clara University
	Scholar Commons
	8-17-2017

	Heads or Tails? Modified Ceramic Gaming Pieces from Colonial California
	Lee M. Panich
	Emilie Lederer
	Ryan Phillip
	Emily Dylla
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1541617052.pdf.evsY8

