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As the first form of literature children encounter, 
picture books offer children a window into the 
world at large; providing them with an avenue to 
learn about and understand people, and families 
that are different from their own. Since picture 
books are foundational to a child’s development, 
we must examine their stories and whom they 
represent.

Our research identifies 33 of the most frequently 
recommended picture books with LGBTQ+ 
representations, and reports on their inclusion in 
40 Ontario public libraries. Furthermore, we are 
comparing the results with contextual factors 
about each library. By doing this, we hope to 
encourage libraries to diversify their collections.
 

The average number of titles held in each library was 8.67 of 34 titles, or 26.29%. 

There were 153 copies of Red: A Crayon’s Story (Hall, 2015) held between the 22 of 40 libraries that held the 
book, making it the most numerous title. 

Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress (Baldacchino, 2014) written by a Canadian author, was held by 
25 of 40 libraries making it the most popularly held title.

Extra small libraries (serving under 5000) had an average of 1.7 titles, small libraries (serving 5001-10,000) 
had an average of 3.4, medium libraries (serving 10,001-100,000) had an average of 8.6 and large libraries 
(serving over 100,000) had an average of 21 titles. 

The list of 33 titles which form the Rainbow Kids 
List was created by tallying the most frequently 
recommended titles from a variety of professional, 
award-winning and popular sources.

40 Ontario public libraries were selected using a 
random stratified sample based on the size of the 
population the library serves. 

All 33 of the titles were searched for in the catalogs 
of the 40 selected libraries and recorded to form 
the basis of our results. 

Statistics relating to 5 contextual factors were 
compiled for each library in order to determine if 
there are any correlations with the number of 
titles they held. These include statistics about the 
library (materials budget, size of print collection, 
and size of population served) as well as statistics 
relating to the location of the central branch of the 
library (median total household income and 
results of the last 3 provincial elections). 

LGBTQ+ Picture Books 

Overview

Danielle Bettridge 
Alissa Droog 

Alyssa Martin
Ashleigh Yates-MacKay

Findings

in Ontario Public Libraries

Methodology

Conservative
Independent
NDP
Liberal

Selected Libraries’ 
Political Affiliation

To what extent are 
LGBTQ+ children’s picture 
books being included in 

the collections of Ontario 
public libraries?

Thunder Bay Public Library 
London Public Library 

Lambton County Library
Vaughan Public Library

Whitby Public Library
Kitchener Public Library 

Idea Exchange
Burlington Public Library

Toronto Public Library
Richmond Hill Public Library

Elgin County Library 
Lincoln Public Library 

Trent Hills Public Library
New Tecumseth Public Library

Caledon Public Library 
Norfolk County Public Library

Grimsby Public Library 
Brock Township Public Library 

Bruce County Public Library 
Kawartha Lakes Public Library 

Espanola Public Library
Smiths Falls Public Library

Cavan Monaghan Libraries  
Augusta TownshipPublic Library 

West Perth Public Library
Rideau Lakes Public Library 

Bonnechere Union Public Library
Wainfleet Township  Public Library

Shelburne Public Library 
Champlain Township Public Library 

Athens Public Library 
Wawa Public Library 

Thessalon Pubic Library 
Schreiber Public Library 
Cochrane Public Library

Prescott Public Library 
Stirling-Rawdon Library 

Temagami Public Library
Beausoleil First Nation Public Library  

Nipigon Township Public Library

Lib
ra

rie
s

Number of titles held of 33

Numbers of titles held by each library
8

25

25

18
24

24

15
26

15

30

12
5

0
6

15
8

12
9

9
10

1
5
5

2
2

5
4

6
2
2

1
1

0
2

7
3

1
1

1
0

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Pop. Served less than 5000
Pop. Served 5001- 10 000
Pop. Served 10 001-100 000
Pop. Served over 100 000

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

22

25

20

24

14

16
6

11
14

11
16

11
10

6
11

1

10
7

11

6

4
5

1
9

7
1

4
5
5

0
2

10

15

Red: A Crayon’s Story

And Tango Makes Three
The Family Book

Families, Families, Families!

The Sissy Duckling
Morries Mickelwhite and the Tangerine Dress

Stella Brings the Family
Worm Loves Worm

The Great Big Book of Families
Heather Has Two Mommies

I am Jazz

Home at Last
Jacob’s New Dress

My Princess Boy

A Tale of Two Mommies
William’s Doll

King & King

A Tale of Two Daddies
In Our Mothers’ House

10,000 Dresses

This Day in June
Donovan’s Big Day
Introducing Teddy

Uncle Bobby’s Wedding
Zak’s Safari

Molly’s Family
King & King & Family

Two Dads [A book about adoption] 
The Different Dragon

Mommy, Mama, and Me

Daddy’s Roommate
Daddy, Papa, and Me

A Peacock Among Pigeons

Number of libraries/40 that hold this title

Number of libraries that hold each title

Tit
le

s


	Western University
	Scholarship@Western
	Apr 13th, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

	LGBTQ+ Children’s Picture Books in Ontario Public Libraries
	Ashleigh Yates-MacKay
	Danielle Bettridge
	Alissa Droog
	Alyssa Martin

	FIMULAW - Bettridge Droog Martin Yates-MacKay

