


2 HOSTILE DEMONSTRATION OF SIOUX INDIANS.

The Sioux or Dakota Nation of Indians, embraecing various tribes, as
the Yanktons, Yanctonnais, Brulés, Ogallallas, Minneconjous, Sans
Arecs, Two Kettles, &c., have long been known as the most brave and
warlike savages of this continent. They have for centuries been pushed
westward by the advancing tide of civilization, till in 1868 an arrange-
ment or treaty was made with them by a special commission named by
Congress, whereby for certain payments and stipulations they agreed
to surrender their claim to all that vast region which lies west of the
Missouri River and north of the Platte, to live at peace with their
neighbors, and to restrict themselves to a territory bounded east by the
Missouri River, south by Nebraska, west by the 104th meridian, and
north by the Forty-sixth parallel, a territory as large as the State of
Missouri. The terms of this treaty have been liberally performed on
the part of the United Statqs, and have also been complied with by the
great mass of the Sioux Indians. Some of these Indians, however, have
never recognized the binding force of this treaty, but have always
treated it with contempt, have continued to rove at pleasure, attacking
scattered settlements in Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, and Dakota,
stealing horses and cattle, and murdering peaceful inhabitants and
travelers.

On the 9th of November, 1875, United States Indian Inspector E. C.
Watkins made an elaborate report to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, in which he uses this language :

I have the honor to address you in relation to the attitude and condition of certain
wild and hostile bands of Sioux Indians in Dakota and Montana that came under my
observation during my recent tour through their country, and what I think should be
the policy of the Government toward them. I refer to Sitting Bull’s band and other
bands of the Sioux Nation under chiefs or “head-men” of less note, but no less nn-
tamable and hostile. These Indians occupy the center, so to speak, and roam over
‘Western Dakota and Eastern Montana, inclnding the rich valleys of the Yellowstone
and Powder Rivers, and make war on the Arickarees, Mandans, Gros Ventres, Assina-
boines, Blackfeet, Piegans, Crows, and other friendly tribes on the circumference.

From their ceutral position they strike to the East, North, and West, steal horses,
and plunder from all the surrounding tribes, as well as frontier settlers and luckless
white hunters or emigrants who are not in sufficient force to resist them.

After deseribing at great length their character and suppo%ed num-
bers, given at a few hundred, he says:

The true policy,in my judgment, is to send troops against them in the winter, the
sooner the better, aud whip them into subjection. They richly merit punishment for
their incessant warfare, and their numerous murders of white settlers and their fami-
lies, or white men wherever found nnarmed.

The force estimated as necessary to whip them was one thousand men.

This communication was submitted by the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, Hon. Edward P. Smith, to the honorable Secretary of the In-
terior, Z. Chandler, who in turn submitted it to the then Secretary of
‘War, General Belknap, for his ¢ consideration and action.”

In a subsequent communication of the Secretary of the Interior, of
December 3, 1875, to the Secretary of War, occurs this language:

I have the honor to inform you that I have this day directed the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs to notify said Indians (Sitting Bull and others outside their reservation)
that they must remove to the reservation before the 31st day of January, 1876; that
if they neglect or refuse so to remove, that they will be reported to the War Depart-
ment as hostile Indians, and that a military force will be sent to compel them to obey
the orders of the Indian Office.

On the 1st day of February the Secretary of the Interior further
notified the Secretary of War:

The time given him (Sitting Bull) in which to return to an agency having expired,
and the advices received at the Indian Office being to the effect that Sitting Bull still
refuses to comply with the directions of the Commissioner, the said Indians are hereby
turned ‘over to the War Department for such action on the part of the Army as you
may deem proper under the circumstances.
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