








4 PROTECTION ACROSS TIIE CONTINENT.

been with Lint over most of his maps and caleulations, and will state in general
terms the present situation.

The road is actually finished and carrying passengers ont 150 miles, and on
Moenday next will take passengers to a peint on the north bank of the Platte,
opposite Fort Kearny, 194 miles.

The company has liere on hand iron and tiex sufficient to extend it another
Liundred mileg, and their arrangements for iron and ties are sueh that General
Dodge thinks ho ean keep up lhat condition of things, viz: go on building road
at the rate of o wile or mile and a half per day, and yet keep on hand mate-
rials for a hundred miles in the event of any interruption to their supplies.
The track-laying parties are so organized that he iutends to go right along,
and doubts not that he will reach a point on the North Fork of the Platte, two
miles above the junction, this fall.  There he proposes to cross by a bridge the
North Iork of the Platte and follow the valley of the South Fork up as far as
Julesburg, or Fort Sedgwick, by April of next year. This will be a great
achievement, but perfectly feasible when we see what has been done.

I propose to-morrow to go by cars within five miles of Fort Kearny, and will
thence go on in ambulances to Jul esburg, and so0 on to Laramic. T rather think
it would be to our military intercst that Tiis road ghould follow the North Fork
around by Laramic, or the main road to Utah by the Lodge-pole creek and
Cheyenue pass, but the careful surveys which General Dodge showed me, and
the influence exercised by Denver, may induce this company to bend down
soutly, but this is not yet vesolved on, and parties are still out surveying, whose
reports this fall may Lmdxf’y existing ideas.

I am perfectly satizfied that this Toad is in excellent Lands, and I propose to
give them all the protection and encouragement we can.

I cannot learn definitely that the Indians on the plains have done anything
substantial except the murders along up about Powder and Tongue rivers, on
the road from Laramie to Virginia City. We are in no condition to puish the
Indians this year, for our trocps are barely able to hold the long thin lines that
are travelled by deily stages and small parties of emigrants. By next year
this railroad will enable us to put a regiment of cavalry at Fort Laramie, which
can punish tlie Indians, who are evidently disposed to contest our right to make
roads leading to Montana,

The regiment of black infautry that I ordered up from Arkansas had the
cholera break out between Helena and St Louis, and I had to put it in quaran-
tine below St. Louis.  Tts term of service is also so short that I will not bring
it liere, but let Gencral Cooke do the best he can this fall, and trust to raise
troops by spring that will enable us to act with more confidence in the matter
of Indians. It was not our fault, but that of Congress, that we did not have
these troops organized before this.

I will arrange with General Cooke, in person, for all disposition of masters
in this quarter, but as that country lying to the north will soon be closed by
winter, it is somewhat important that General Terry should reach his post and
make himself acquainted with its condition and interests. I want him first to
report at my headquarters at St. Louis, and then to come here by way of Fort
Leavenworth. Here he can see General Cooke and learn from him all that
General Cooke knows, and then I want him to go up the Migsouri as far ag Fort
Rice, and then across the country to Fort Snelling. The sooner he accom-
plishes this the better. If he wants a leave of absence it would be well if he
would defer it till December, for from December till April or May all his troops
will be in winter quarters and hie could well be absent ; but it is all-important
that Le should see some part of his command in all September and October. 1
have left instructions to this effect at my headquarters in St. Louis.

I will start to-morrow for the plains, and can be reached by telegraph as far
as Julesburg, say August 25th; after that, for two weeks, 1 will be off the line,
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he has also as part of the post garrison two companies of the fifth United States
volunteers, who have been out all season escorting surveying parties of the Pa-
cific railroad. They will come in before winter and be discharged.

There is a United States saw-mill here.  Some cottonwood timber grows on
an island in the Platte near by, and cedar is found in the heads of dry ravines
about fifteen miles to the south. These cedars are used here, but are now being
fast exhausted by persons engaged in collecting them for railroad ties. The
Platte river here is also very treacherous and difficult to cross; and as the rail-
road keeps on the north side, this post, too, will soon be out of place. Its proper
location will be about fourteen miles off, on the north side of the North Platte,
where the railroad comes over that fork to follow the north branch of the Sonth
Platte. The railroad is pregressing with such rapidity that I believe it will be
done up to and above this post by Christmas, and next spring we will have to
shift this post to the place I have named, for we will Lave to gnard so vital a
bridge till in course of time enough people congregate there to make it safe
agaiust roving bands of mischievous Indians. I will wait till T get to Fort
Laramie before giving General Cooke any instructions on this point, for thus
far the working parties of the railroad company have not been molested, though
scared several times.

As usual, I find the size of Indian stampedes and stories diminishes as I ap-
proach their location, and all T ask is comparative quicet this year, for by next
year we can have the new cavalry enlisted, equipped, and mounted, ready to go
and visit these Indians where they live, which seems to be north, up about the
Black Hills of the Yellowstone, with some roving bands down south on the
Republican.

The weather is fine, roads good, and I expect to be at Fort Sedgwick in
three days, and at Laramie in seven or eight days.

In the mean time I am, as ever, your friend, .’
W.T. SHERMAN,
Licutenant General.
General J. A. RAWLINS,
Chicf of Staff to General Grant, Washington, D. C.

HEeApQUARTERS ARMIES UNITED STATES,
December 11, 1866.
Ofiicial :
GEO. K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant General.

HeapauarTers Minitary DivisioN or Tus MIssouri,
Fort Sedgwick, Colorado, August 24, 1866.

GeNERAL: We got here to-day at noon. I have just looked around the post,
which is situated on a plateau of ground about half a mile above the old ford of
the South Platte. This post is also on the south bavk, and therefore on the
wrong bank for the railroad, which is building on the north bank; but all the
travel has hitherto been on this side. 'The Platte, in its whole length, is a
mean, ugly stream, shallow, but full of quicksand, never safe; but this is the
first point where I can hear that it is fordable more than half the year. The
post was first built of sods, and now looks like hovels in which a negro would
hardly go. Surely, had the southern planters put their negroes in such hovels,
a sample would, ere this, have been carried to Boston and exhibited as illustra-
tive of the cruelty and inhumanity of the man-masters; but here, too, I find
progress—three sets of company quarters made of adobe walls, with good doors
and windows, but the floors and roofs are of earth. As lumber can be had,
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You may mark my route by Laramie, Big Laramie, Cacke la Poudre, and
Denver, thirty-five miles a day, to be at Denver not far from September 15.
All well.

Yours, truly,
W. T. SHERMAN,
Lieutenant General
General J. A. RawLIns,
Chaef of Staff to General Grant,” Washington.

HruavQuarTERs ARMY UNITED STATES.
Official :
GEO. K. LEET,
Major and Acting Adjutant General.

HeapquarTers MiLiTary Division oF rae Missouri,
Fort Laramie, August 31, 1866.

GENERAL: Sincemy arrival here I have seen some things, and have received
despatches of Generals Hancock and Ceoke, which call for some explanation te
you, as they may appear to you.

We are bound to afford approximate protection to parties resiling along the
great routes of travel westward, of which the Platte is one, and the Smoky
Hill and Arkansas is another. 'The posts and number of {roops at each are
well known to you; and you are also aware that the Indians are constantly
engaged in stealing the horses, and in some recent cases have murdered the
people along the roads. In assigning troops I have given General Cooke the
eighteenth infantry and the second cavalry. A portion of this latter regiment
is mow on the Smoky Hill, and under my orders should come across the country
to this line. This will leave General Hancock for the other road the third
infantry, a part of the third United States cavalry, sent last spring from Arkansas
to Fort Union, New Mexico, and the new regiment of cavalry that you gave
me to organize out of the cavalry recruits from Carlisle, which I instructed
should be sent to Fort Riley instead of Jefferson Barracks. From personal
inspection I know that Fort Riley is admirably adapted to that end, and the
companies as fast as organized could be sent out on that line.

General Hancock, to insure peace in Missouri, thought that object more im-
portant than peace on the plains, and ordered some of his troops from Kansas
into Missouri, and reported in consequence his inability to spare all of the second
cavalry. I have reversed that order, and reiterated my command that the second
must come to the Platte, and that troops should not leave the lines of travel
over the plains to be in Missouri, not having troops ready for both purposes.
General Hancock adjudges the peace of Migsouri most important, but my deci-
sion is that the peace on the plains is most important, and that they must
come from some other quarters or be made up of the new regiments forming. Of
course my orders gettle the question, but I have given General Hancock authority
to appeal to you and the President. If you could travel this long, exposed
road and see how difficult it is to defend the mails and telegraph, I would not
doubt your decision ; but knowing how different questions present themselves
from different stand-points, I will abide your decision absolutely and cheerfully-

In like manner General Cooke wants to incur expense in building public
quarters for his headquarters, and, it may be, one company at Omaha. Omaha
is as safe as St. Louis. Had we public buildings there now, it would be
prudent to occupy them, but to build one now is not necessary. The Pacific
railroad i3 done to abreast of Fort Kearny, and will be done to the forks of
the Platte this year. In all, next year, it will probably reach Fort Sedgwick
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lime has been burned twelve miles off; a saw-mill is crected fifty miles off, and
wood for the use of the post is cut by soldiers and hauled fifteen miles. The
garrison is two companics eighteenth infantry and two of second cavalry—few,
with almost everything to do, you can understand they have not much chance to
hunt dewn horse-thicving Indians, whose lodges are in the Black Hills of the
Cheyeunnes, four hundred miles off. It is these awful distances that make our
problem out lere so difficult. For instance, a saw-mill was sent out, but, on
unpacking, some pipe was missing; it was telegraphed for, but a wrong one
gent from St. Louis, and now the chances are that the mill will not get to work
until October. Still Major ———— and the quartermaster think they can manage
to get things working well, and also be ready to share in an undertaking to pun-
ich the horse-thieving Indians. Before I dizcuss this subject I must endeavor to
tell all that is known on this vital question. Ever since the California emigra-
tion this road has been travelled as common as the old national road, and the
Indians kept clear of it; since then all the Sioux have been driven west from
Minnesota and the Missouri river, and the mountain region of Montana, Colorado,
and Utah is being settled up with gold miners and rancheros, so that poor In-
dian finds himself hemmed in. The Indian agents over on the Missouri tell
him to come over here for hunting, and from here he is turned to some other
quarter; and so the poor devil naturally wriggles against his doom, The set-
tlements of Montana and Colorado seem now to be too strong for the Indians,
who turn on our roads, when the trains string out and men scatter and straggle
from the trains. Everybody, by travelling duys and weeks without seeing an
Indian, thinks it all humbug, and rides off a ways and finds himself swrrounded
and gone. All the murders this year are of this kind, and aggregate some
twenty-five to thirty, and mostly about two hundred and fifty miles from here
northeast, on the waters which flow into the Powder river and the Yellowstone.
Greneral Pope’s order last sprirg required Colonel Carrington, of the eighteenth,
with one battalion, to open a new road from here to Montana. Defore that time
the trains went away round by Salt lake, or by Fort Hall. This new road is
some three hundred or four hundred miles shorter. He was ordered to make
three new posts, one at Reno and two beyond. Carrington marched and
dropped two companics at Reno, and travelled on to a place which he called the
forks of the river, which he selected as the site of Fort Philip Kearny. He
describes the position as impregnable to all the Indians, with good timber close
at hand, and fine coal-beds, and a good soil. IHe has also selected the site of
another post beyond, which he calls C. F. Smith. These three posts he proposes
to oceupy as points of security ou the road leading hence to Montana. The
Indians have made no opposition to the troops, but they have hung aronnd and
driven off horses out at grass with iusufficient guards, and have, as T before
stated, killed some twenty-five men, mostly citizens belonging to trains, who
wandered off too far from their main parties. A good many traing of govern-
ment stores, and of stores for Montana, liave gone over the road this season,
and none have been attacked in force, but have been harassed by small bands
of hostile Indians. General azen has gone up the road under instructions of
General Cooke, commanding the department, andwill soon report at full length.
The road is important, and must be opened and made secure. I do not want
to be involved in a general Indian war, and think it can be avoided ; but we
must first finish the line of posts, and then so garrison them that each commanding
officer can send out strong detachments capable of handling any of these ma-
rauding parties. It-may be and will become necessary next year to combine all
spare troops and send them to the Black Hills on the Big Cheyenne, where it is
reported these hostile bands have their families and lodges.

I have met a good many Indians who profess to be friendly, and have gen-
erally referred them to the local commanders and advised them to settle down
on reserves near some one of our military posts where the commanding oficer
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of the conntry changing from the naked mountainous prairie to beautiful moun-
tain scenery. I'ine trees begin with the pass and become larger and more close
up to the very summit, where there is really the best body of timber I have seen
yet. I found there a small detachment of eighteen men, of the eighteenth in-
fantry, getting out logs for the new post, John Buford, ten miles distant. From
the summit is a magnificent view to the west; Laramie plains beginning at our
feet, and the main range of the Rocky mountains, with its higher points covered
with snow, to the south and west. We descended by a steep hill in five miles
to the plain, and five miles to the new post. This post is designed to be at the
junction of the Big Salt Lake road that follows the Lodge-pole, and the other
a stage road which comes from Denver. We found Major Mizner there with
two companies of the cighteenth, and some detachments of the sixth United
States volunteers, engaged in building the post. It has made good progress,
from the abundance of materials, and before winter Major Mizner will have his
two companies well sheltered, with stores enough for hiz command. On the
whole it is well chosen, and will cover the two roads in question, and could
easily be made a good depot for troops to operate towards Salt lake, or to the
north and west. I saw or heard of no Indians since last year, when they were
very troublesome there. You will remember this is the post that Colonel Bab-
cock thought ought to be further west, at the point where the stage road crosses
the North IFork of the Platte, some thirty miles west of Ifort Halleck, which is
abandoned. T will et Colonel Mizner finish the post, subject to General Cooke’s
orders as to the limit; but should the mountain Indians come down again on
the road, it might be well to establish a single company on the North Platte,
for the interval now unguarded from Johu Buford to Fort Bridger is about
three hundred miles, too long a gap in such an important line of travel. You
probably know that all the stages travel by Deuver, but the telegraph poles go
away round to the north by Laramie; but I found poles on the ground, and
afterwards met partics building a new telegraph line along the stage road from
Denver to Ifort Bridger. This, when dene, will make a double line of telegraph
from Fort Sedgwick to Salt lake, the old one as now, by Laramie, and the new
one by Denver. The new fort is not on this stage road, but six miles east, yet
in sight. Its location seems to have been determined by a small but living
stream of water, one and a half mile back of Big Laramie creek, whose branches
are very low and liable to overflow. I saw the stage agent, who told me he
could make a new road by the post as short and as good as the present one, and
I also learned that the telegraph line in course of construction will be through
the fort, so that it will be in casy communication. After two days at John
Buford I dismissed my escort back to Laramie, and started for Denver without
escort, none being necessary.  The road goes south over the plain for fifteen
miles, when it ascends by an easy road of only five miles to the summit, and
then begins to descend by the Cache la Poudre pass. Laramic plains must be
a full thousand feet above thie « plaing” east of the mountains, for when we
were there, September 6th and 6th, it was real cold, ice forming on the surface
of the water, and a heavy frost at night. The ascent from the plains to the
summit of the pass does not seem over a thousand feet, when the descent be-
gins to the narrow and steep valley of a branch of the Cache la Poudre. At
thirty miles we came to a stage station, quite noted for its beauty of scenery and
a fine trout stream called Virginia Water. After leaving Virginia Water the
road takes over the hills, and in thirty miles descends to the vast plain, near a
small group of farms on the main Cache la Poudre called La Porte, and four miles
below we found Camp Collins. An officer and twenty-five men of the sixth
United States volunteers were there guarding some stores, and I notified the
officer that he was to march to Fort Kearny for muster out, and that he should
move when the rest of his company moved from Iort John Buford. They
await some of their own men from Bridger. Camp Colling is of no use, but I
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views on this matter to General Easton and Quartermaster Gieneral Meigs, and
need not bore the general with the subject.

There is a clearness of atmosphere here ; cool nights and bright days; very
little rain ; an utter absence of swamps and trees, or indeed of any vegetation
but where there is flowing water in natural or artificial channels; so that, of course,
there is perfect health here. I cannot conceive of a more healthy country,
especially to persons of weak lungs. I would suggest that next spring you
come out with your wife and sojourn liere at Denver, or at some of the little
towns of the mines, and I doubt not you would experience more relief than
from all the doctors or treatment in Washington.

I write in some haste, for I made more appointments than I can well keep.

Weather is now superb, and I propose to make good use of September and
October. I will probably write rext from Fort Lyon.

As ever, your friend,
W.T. SHERMAN,
Lacutenant General.
General JonN A. RAWLINS,
Headquarters of the Army, Was?zmgton, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
December 11, 1866.
Official copy :
GEORGE K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIvision oF THE MISsSoURI,
Fort Garland, Colorado, September 21, 1866.

GeNERAL: I wrote you last from Denver, immediately after which I started
with the same party in ambBlulances, without escort, for this post; the road
along all its length down in sight of the mountains, with settlements all the way
to Pueblo, on the Arkansas; there we forded the Arkansas, and crossed a high
prairic divide to the St. Charles and Greenhorn, on both of which streams we
found ranches with corn and wheat fields; thence to the Huerfano, which we
followed to its source and crossed the RocLy mountains by the Sangre de
Cristo pass, making this post on the seveuth day; total distance from Denver
205 miles. I learned that General Pope had ordered the building of a new post
on the South Fork of the Huerfano, fifteen miles soutl of the road. I travelled
on the cast side of the mountains. When abreast of it I sent a courier over
with au order to the commanding officer to send to me a staff officer to report.
The commanding officer, Colonel A. J. Alexander, of the third United States
cavalry, came in person. After consulting with him, Kit Carson, who com-
mands here, and the governor of Colorado, (Cummings,) who came down with
me from Denver, I arrived at the conclnsion that the new post was unnecessary,
and would entail new expense and prove of inadequate use, and I accordingly
sent orders by courier to Greneral Carleton, at Santa F'¢, that he should not build
the new post, but use the troops (three companies) here or at Fort Union,
already built at great cost and fulfilling all the objects in view.

The Ute Indians, who have lived in this valley and the mountain country
round about, have been reduced to a condition of absolute poverty that is pain-
ful to behold. They are scattered, and not hostile further than a necessity com-
pels them to steal occasionally a cow or sheep to appease hunger. Of course
the rangers, Americans and New Mexicans, want the troops to kill them all, but
the governor of Colorado, who is also ex-officio commissioner of Indian affairs,
is now engaged in collecting them and removing them still further west to the
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sively against any hostile Indians, forward and back, and to the right and left.
To expect infantry to chase Indians is an absurdity, and to seatter our cavalry,
as now, in single companies, simply tires them down.

A similar system on the Platte, with the reserve of cavalry at Fort Laramie.
Then restrict the Sioux north of the Platte, and Navajoes and Utes south of the
Arkansas, would leave nothing between those strecams but the Cheyennes and
Arapahoes, that we can make keep to their reservations. This will give us a
great central belt of security that will coon fill up as far as the soil will admit,
and afterwards we could branch northwest to Montana, and southwest to New
Mexico. We should encourage rail and stage lines, for they have stations every
ten miles that are a great advantage to us.  After this year we will be able to
maintain cavalry well and cheaply at the head of the Platte and the Arkansas.
Even this year the abundance of corn on the tributaries of the Arkansas will
compel the farmers to sell corn at four or five cents a pound, which is cheap and
reasonable. Single, strong adobe Louses are the best for quarters and stables,
and already the saw-mills along the mountains can supply lumber and shingles
very cheap.

With the troops now in my command, counting the new regiment of white
cavalry at Rilcy, and the two black regiments appointed at Leavenworth and
Jefferson barracks, I think next spring I can dispose matters so as to make
Indian wars of any magnitude an impossibility after this year, and I apprehend
none now. It is very important that I and the generals of departments should
come out to extreme parts, for otherwise every little drunken quarrel or horse-
thieving is exaggerated into a big bug-bear.

This is a high, healthy valley, cight thousand feet above the sea, surrounded
by mountains covered with snow. I and my party are in fine health, and noue
the worse for travelling witZout tents. 1 propose to travel hence to Fort Lyon,
through the Cheyenne and Arapahoe country, without escort

With great respect, &c.,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Lieutenant General.
General Jonn A. RAwLINS,

Chief of Staff’ to Gencral Grant, Washington, D. C.

HEeapQUARTERS Army UNITED STATES.
Official copy : GEO. K. LERT
£0. K. s

Major and Assistant Adjutant General.

HeapwvarTErs MiLiTary DivisioNn or THE Missourr,
Fort Lyon, Colorado, September 30, 1866.

GeNEraL: I wrote you last from Fort Garland; soon after which I began
my return trip, crossing the mountain by the Sangre de Cristo pass, at the
foot of the eastern slope; forty miles this side of Garland we turned south,
along the base of the mountain, and in fifteen miles struck the Cuchara, a
branch of the Huerfano, at a ranche belonging to a Mr. Francisco; then turn
ing up stream and west five miles, we came to the sight of the new post, Fort
Stevens, close up under the Spanish Peaks. General Pope, in his recent tour,
ordered Greneral Carleton to build a new post somewhere in that neighborhood
to protect the new and growing scttlements on the Purgatory, the Huerfano,
and Fountain qui Bouit. General Carleton devolved the selection on others,
who chose that location, but it was all wrong. A near inspection of the maps
sufficed to convince me of this, and a more careful examination in person con-
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Care VINCENT, NEW YORK,
October 26, 1866.

GENERAL: In compliance with instructions from your office dated April 2,
1866, and received by me in New York city, April 5, 1866, I reported without
delay to Major General Sherman, Saint Louis, Missouri.

General Sherman having received no instructions with respect to my tour
of inspection, a telegram of inquiry was sent to the geuveral-in-chicf, and a
reply received directing my destination to be changed from the overland route
to thé Missouri river or northern route.

The following are the instructions I received from Major General Sherman,
and by which I was governed during my tour, viz:

St. Louis, Missoury, April 19, 1866.

CoLoNEL: From General Grant’s letters and official notice for you to report
to me for instructions, I infer that it is tlie intention of the War Department to
avail itself of this season to make a thorough inspection of the new Territories
between the Mississippi river and Pacific ocean, that the best general plan may
be arranged for stimulating the settlement of these Territories, and for protecting
their people during the period of their infancy. To you has been assigned the
part of Montana Lerritory, with its roads east and west. I therefore enclose
you a copy of General Orders No. 3 of this date, which gives you all the
authority 1 have to call for transportation, guards, escorts, and whatever mili-
tary assistance we possess. I regret to say that by reason of the discharge of
the volunteer troops, and the delay in increasing the regular army, we do
not now possess a force adequate to the wants of this extensive region of
country ; but you may assure the people whom you meet that their safety and
the protection of their interests will command our carnest attention as soon as
Congress increases the regular army, and as soon as, by inspections and ex-
plorations now in progress or in contemplation, we can act with due regard to
the interests of all alike. If the Territory of Montana be rich in gold, as
represented, and has enough fertile lands to produce the grain and vegetables
necessary for its inhabitants, as also hay and corn, or barley, for animals,
there will be little trouble in time to afford them troops to make them compara-
tively safe whilst engaged in their peaceful pursuit of wealth; but they should,
this year and next, not scatter too much, but confine their efforts to mines
already known, and to lands that will not disturb the Indians in a possession
either guaranteed by treaty or inferred from long habit.

Copies of General Pope’s communications and orders will put you in posses-
sion of all authentic information; but you had better confer also with General
Cooke at OUmaha, and possess yourself with his views, as he is specially charged
with the protection of the vast country bordering on the Upper Missouri and
Mississippi.

We have settled down to the conviction that the routes of trade and travel
to Montana will follow three routes :

1. By the Missouri river.

2. By land following the Platte to Laramie; thence along the east base of
the Rocky mountaing, by Fort Reno and head of Yellowstone, to Virginia City.

3. From the neighborhood of Fort Pierre to the valley of the Big Cheyenne
to the Black Hills, and thence across to the Powder river, there falling into the
second route above described.

All of these roads will be partially guarded this year, and our efforts will be
directed to make them more and more secure and easy of travel each year.

I wish you to follow the first named route by the valley of the Missouri
river, ingpecting it closely, beginning with Omaha, visiting each of the posts of
that route referred to in General Pope’s orders Nos. 27 and 33, and sending
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and can never be made a good or desirable road. General Wheaton tells me he
is satisfied that certain citizens, interested in this route, paid the officers who
passed over it last summer qgite a large sum of money to get them to report
favorably wpon it. Emigrants who might wish to take this route would have
but very little further to go to strike the Platte route, which is a much better and
safer onc in all respects.  General Wheaton regards it as time, labor, and money
thrown away, to have anything to do with thiz route. The gencral should be
well posted on thissubject, as he has passed over a portion of the country through
whichk this read must go, and has been stationed here in command for some
time.

The Missouri river is very high, overflowing its banks and all the bottom
lands. At Omaha, one is compelled to procure a skift to get from the steam-
boat landing (a sand bank) to the town. A portion of the Union Pacific rail-
road has been washed away, and should the river rise much more, the depots,
shops, &ec., of this road will be in great danger of destruction. I am now on
my way to Sioux City and Fort Randall, but with this stage of water and rapid
current, it renders the progress of steamers very slew.

On May 5th, as follows :

I learn from men who have just come down the Missouri in a Mackinaw
boat, from above [Fort Union, that serious troubles are anticipated with the
Blackfeet Indians, near Iort Benton. These men report that both Indians and
white men have becen killed, and that there are great fears in the northern part
of Montana of a general uprising of that powerful tribe. It appears to me
that every effort and precaution should be made to avoid such a war. T'lese
Blackfeet live so near the border—in fact they live on both sides of the line—that
it will be a very difficult matter to puuish them; to say nothing of the incon-
venience and expense of condueting a campaign in that remote region of our
territory. I learn that the Blackfeet are well armed with rifles and bountifully
supplied with ammunition which they procure from the Hudson’s Bay Company
traders. I would respectfully suggest, would it not be well for the destination
of some of the troops now on their way up the river to be changed and a four
or six company post be established near Fort Benton, say at some point on the
river north of Benton, or at the best point to afford the greatest protection to
the settlements in the northern portion of Montana? The more I learn of the
Niobrara route, the more I am convinced that a soldier should not be sent over
it, nor a dollar spent upon it.

By countermanding the order for that expedition, it would give two more com-
panies to work upon the fort to be established on the Big Cheyenne.  Further,
there can be little or 1o use of troops at Fort Randall any longer, and the four
companies ordered to winter there could take the places of those I suggest to
have sent to the neighborhood of Fort Benton. The companics, or a part of
them, now on their way to Rice, Berthold, and Union, might continue on and
establish the proposed new post.

I am convinced there is urgent necessity for troops in that section of the
country, and should the general feel disposed to make the changes I have sug-
gested, I think by sending orders by telegraph to Omaha and by express from
there, through by land as far as Rice or Berthold, they would reach these
posts before the troops now on the river. That would allow the troops to con-
tinue on up the river without disembarking from their transports.

On May 14, 1866, the following :

I have the honor to submit the following report of my inspection of the post
of Fort Randall.

Tuspeeted on May 8, 9, and 10.
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REVIEW AND INSPECTION OF TROOPS.

I reviewed the two companies of infantry by themselves, commanded by Lieu-
tenant -Colonel Thornton. Inspected the company of cavalry on foot, for the
reason that the men had no horses. After the review and inspection of the
troops, made a general inspection of the quarters of the men and laundresses, the
kitchens and messes, the hospital and guard house ; examined the post and regi-
mental records, also the company books, accounts, &e.

In company B, fourth United States volunteers, commanded by Second Lieu-
tenant Joseph C. Riley, the appearance of the men was indifferent, the clothing
dirty and in many cases ragged ; most of the men wore their hair very long and
their beards untrimmed. Arms, belts, and cartridge-boxes in pretty fair order,
no knapsacks or haversacks, and a small number of canteens. The knapsacks
and haversacks had been condemned by an inspector, and turned in or de-
stroyed ; and as the regiment was soon to be mustered out of service, none others
had been issued. Each man carried twenty rounds of ammunition in his box;
it was in very good order and properly cared for.

In company D, fourth United States volunteers, temporarily under the charge
of Second Lieutenant Riley, the appearance of the men indifferent. The same
remarks will apply to this company as to company B.

In company K, seventh Iowa cavalry, under the charge of a sergeant, the
appearance of the men was unsoldierly in the extreme, clothing dirty and ragged,
hair and beards long, carbines, revolvers, belts and boxes i poor condition.
The men of the company do not carry sabres and are not mounted.

The men of this garrison expect soon to be mustered out of service, and for
that reason have not drawn clothing enough of late to make themsclves look
neat and tidy. For the same reason the officers have not been as particular with
their men as they should have been.

POST, REGIMENTAL, AND COMPANY RECORDS, RETURNS, ETC.

The post order and letter books, &e., do not extend back of the date at
which the fourth United States volunteers became its garrison. Current orders
and files complete. The companies at this post have no company funds. The
company papers of company B, fourth United States volunteers, complete and
neatly kept  Returns of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and of ordnance
regularly rendered. In company D, fourth United States volunteers, and com-
pany K, seventh Iowa cavalry, the books and papers are not neatly kept, but I
think correct. Returns regularly rendcred.

MEN'S QUARTERS, KITCHENS, MESSES, ETC.

The quarters are uninhabitable; built of cottonwood logs, the lower logs of
the buildings rotted out; every crack and crevice swarms with bed bugs, fieas,
rats, mice, spiders, &e. The quarters are in fair police only; there is no in-
ducement for men to try and keep them in good order. The men sleep out of
doors whenever the weather will permit. The kitchens are built of logs, are
very low and dark, and not clean. The cooking and messing quite good.

DRILL.

The colonel commanding informed me he had not had a drill or a dress-parade
for months; that it took all the men he had to keep the post in tolerable police
and to supply it with wood and water. I did not have the troops drilled, being
fully satisfied that they knew little or nothing about it. The cavalry company
did not know how to come to an inspection of arms. I had no target practice.
The men were so soon to be mustered out of service that I did not consider it
worth while to expend ammunition needlessly.
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General Easton. He had pay due him from Mareh 1, at $50 per menth,
amounting to $100. Ie still acts as interpreter, and it is impossible for the
commanding officer to get along without one ; and I would respectfully suggest
that this man be re-employed immediately, and that Lie be allowed pay from the
date of his discharge, as he has performed the duty all the while, and is still
performiog it, and that Ire be paid the $100 now duc him.

There are 28 enlisted men on duty in the quartermasters’ department, viz:
2 blacksmiths; 1 saddler; 1 clerk; 9 teamsters; 1 acting quartermaster’s ser-
geant ; 12 men on ferry-boat, and 2 carpenters.  No more, in my opinion, than
is actually required. ]

BUILDINGS.

The quarters at this post are intended for six companies, all built of cotton-
wood logs with the exception of the set of quarters intended for the command-
ing officer, which is a frame building, erected at an enormous expense. None
of the quarters, either for officers or men, are inhabitable; they are fiiled with
bed-bugs, fleas, rats, mice, &e. Thelower logs of the quarters are rotten, and
many of the buildings are falling. During the warmer months the officers
move cut of quarters and live in tents, and the men sleep on the parade to
avoid being devoured alive by vermin. While sitting in the commanding
officers’ quarters two bugs dropped from the ceiling upon me. The bed-bug is,
without doubt, indigenous to the cottonwood tree. T'he laundress’s quarters,out-
houses, &e, are in a dilapidated state, and not worth repairing; in fact the
same remark will apply to all the quarters at the post. .

The hospital is a frame building, with a wide piazza on two sides, which
renders the wards very dark and ill ventilated. The stable is a well-con-
structed frame building, ample for the wants of the post. There are five very
good frame storehouses, sixty by twenty feet, for the use of the quartermaster’s
department ; also two for the commissary department; one one hundred by
twenty feet, the other sixty by twenty feet, affording all the store-room required.

QUARTERMASTER’S SUPPLIES, ETC.

Hay is cut and delivered on contract made in St. Louis. At this date there
is no hay on Land.

Corn—About sixty sacks on hand, and in good order. Early this spring
some 57,344 pounds of corn were sent to this post by wagons, from Sioux City ;
the ice was breaking up on theriver, and it was impossible to cross.  The corn
was stored in a building on the north bank. With the breaking up of the ice
came an unprecedented rise in the river, which carried away storehouse and
corn; when the river fell, some few sacks of corn were found, but in so dam-
aged a state that Colonel Thoruton inspected and condemned it, directing it to
be issued to the starving Indians then encamped near the post.

Wood.—There is very little to be had; the supply is cut and hauled by
enlisted men. The nearest wood is about four miles from the post.

Water.—The supply has to be haaled from the river.  Well-water cannot be
used, owing to its alkaline propertics.

Means of tramsportation, with the exception of the horses, is in very good
order; the mulgs are a little gaunt for the want of hay, the grazing being still
poor and of very little use to aniinals. Iorges cannot be kept in condition at
Randall ; mounted troops should not be sent there. The hay and grass the
horses must eat, grown upon these lands, causes their hoofs aud tails to drop
off, and in many cases kills them. To keep horses in any kind of condition,
the hay used at the post has to be cut about nine miles above, aud on the north
side of the river.
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The channel of the river is also on the north side of the river; boats to make
a landing are compelled to stop two miles below or one mile above the garrison.
I can see no use of a six-company post at this point—in fact can sec very little
use of a post of any kind. If it 'is absolutely necessary to keep troops at or
near this point, one company certainly would be sufficient. In that case I
would suggest the building of a new one-company post on the north side of the
river, about nine miles above Fort Randall, on a small creek of good water, (Pease
creek,) where there is plenty of wood, and on the ground where the hay is now
cut for Fort Randall. The frame buildings could be easily taken down and
moved to the new point. There is good building-stone to be found on the bank
of the river a few miles above where I propose to place the new post, of which
I would suggest the guarters for officers and men and for the hospital be built.
Such quarters nicely plastered could be kept free of bugs, &e.

The amount that would be saved to the government in a single year in horses,
mules, hay, wood, flat-boats, losses in crossing the river, in time, labor, &ec.,
would very near pay the expenses of building a new one-company post.

Before troops can (or should) occupy Fort Randall it must be put in repair,
which will amount to rebuilding it, and I Lhave my doubts if even then it can be
made inhabitable.

Lieutenant Colonel Thornton, the commanding officer, appears iu every respect
well fitted for the position he fills. The discipline of his command is good; the
men are orderly and respectful.

There can be no inducements for citizens to settle near Iort Randall, as
nothing can be raised upon this alkaline soil. The soldiers’ gardens, I am
informed, do partially succeed, with a great deal of work and attention, about
one year in five.

On May 28th, as follows:

1 have the honor to submit the following report of my inspeetion of the post
of Fort Sully.
Inspected May 20 and 21.

Field and staff.

Lieutenant Colonel John Pattee, seventh Jowa cavalry, commanding post.

Surgeon L. ¥. Russell, fourth United States volunteers, post surgeon.

Second Lieutenant George Strong, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, acting as-
sistant quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence.

The licutenant colonel commanding had no post adjutant and no non-
commissioned staff.

Garrison.
Company I, fourth United States volunteers, Second Tieutenant L. O. Parker,

commanding company ; Second Lieutenant Hamer Sateliffe, fourth United
States volunteers, commissary of subsistence at Fort Randall :

Enlisted men present for duty........ ... i 46
Enlisted men on special or detached duty ... ... ool 18
Fnlisted men s1ek. oo oot i ittt e e eeeece e 1
Enlisted men in confinement - . . . vu o e o oot i e e i e e e 1
Inlisted men absent. . oo v e e trir e e e e G

4010172 Y 72
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crowded together, and, as a general thing, are fed corn upon the ground, so that
the greater portion of it is wasted and lost. This company compares very un-
favorably with company E of the same regiment.

POST AND COMPANY RECORDS, BOOKS, ETC.

The post books are not well kept, nor are they complete. The adjntant’s
office is in the lieutenant colonel’s quarters; he has neither adjutant nor sergeant
major; he attends to the papers and other duties of the office himself; he some-
times calls upon Lieutenant Parker, or some private soldier of the command, who
writes a good band, to assist him. The first sergcant of company E turns off
the guard, and to judge from what I saw, I came to the conclusion that all mil-
itary duty was performed in a very looge manner. The lieutenant colonel com-
manding asked me to excuse him from appearing on ingpection, as he had no
uniform to wear. His dress while about the garrison is shirt-sleeves, citizen’s
pants, and moccasins. I was told he appeared at all muster of troops in this
same dress. Licutenant Colonel Pattece may be a most excellent man, but he
certainly has not the first element of a soldier in Lis composition.

The company books, returns, &c., were very ncatly kept, and all returns of
clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and of ordnance, regularly rendered.
These companics have no company funds.

QUARTERS, KITCHENS, MESSES, ETC.

The officers and men’s quarters are not fit to live in; they are dark, low, and
ill ventilated log houses; the rafters or logs upon which the roofs rest are
broken and falling in; the roofs and floors are made of mud; the houses are
filled with bed-bugs, fleas, rats, &e.; it is next to impossible to keep anything
away from the rats; they destroy everything; when the wind blows a fine dust
penctrates every crack and eovers everything ; in the winter snow cnters in the
same manner, and I am told there is no possible way of keeping it out of such
buildings. The men's kitchens are worse than the quarters; they are contracted,
dirty, dark, and badly ventilated. The quarters are, in my opinion, uninhabitable
and troops should not he required to occupy them. 'Therations were very good,
and the cooking and messing quite well conducted.

DRILL.

The troops at Fort Sully have not had a drill for more than a year; they
have had no target practice. I did not have them drill or fire at target, know-
ing it would be time and ammuuition thrown away uselessly. It will be a
great thing for the serviee, and for the Indians, when all the volunteers at these
posts are mustered out of service and replaced by regular troops.

GUARD-HOUSE.

The guard-house is a low log building in bad police ; the prison-room is dark,
ill ventilated, and filthy ; there are four prisoners confined in it undergoing sen-
tences of, or awaiting trial by, general court-martial.

POST HOSPITAL.

The hospital is under the charge of Surgeon L. I. Russell, fourth United States
volunteers. The building is in no way suited for a hospital ; it contains but one
ward, about ten by twelve feet, and a small room used as a dispensary. A second
ward and a store-room were bnrned this spring. What remains of the hospi-
tal has been made by the surgeon quite comfortable ; all about the establishment
is in fine order, and very clean, instruments in fine order, books well and neatly
kept, supply of medicines and stores ample and in good order. There are but

»
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QUARTERMASTER’S SUPPLIES, ETC.

Hay—None on hand. Tt is furnished by contract at $29 60 per ton; it is
cut at a distance of fifteen to twenty miles from the post; it is not delivered at
the garrison, but is put up in stacks on the spot where it is cut, and is hauled
by the troope. I regard the price as exceedingly high.

Corn.—A supply of good corn had just been received. 2,500 sacks were
piled up in the open air, there being no store-room in which to place it. There
is very littlé danger of its being damaged by rain, as there will probably none
fall for months, but it will suffer (unless very closely guarded) by rats, soldiers,
and Indians.

Wood —There is no wood near the fort; the supply is obtained from Farm
island, in the river, about two miles from the post. A supply must be cut and
hauled during the winter, as it is almost impossible to get it when the river is
open. This island is almost three miles long, with a considerable wood still
upon it; but if a five or six company post is to be built from this timber, and
it is to furnish fuel for the same force, I fancy Fort Sully will soon share the
fate of Fort Pierre (five miles above;) that is, be abandoned on account of the
gcarcity of fuel.

Water—'The supply of water has to be hauled from the river; all well-water
is bad, owing to the presence of alkali.

Lumber—There is none of any kind at the post—not sufficient to make a
coffin should any one die.

MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION.

The means of transportation consists of twenty-one serviccable mules, five
serviceable horses, nine serviceable wagons, nineteen unserviecable oxen.

The animals, with the exception of the oxen, are in fair serviceable condition.
The oxen were placed on Farm island to winter. The breaking up of the ice in
the spring, was followed by a great freshet, which overflowed most of the island ;
the cattle were driven for protection to a few high spots destitute of grass, and
came very near starving to death. The flat-boat was carried away by the freshet,
and there was no communication with the island, and no means of getting the
cattle away. A short time before my arrival a new flatboat had been built and
the cattle removed tv the main shore, where they are now commencing to pick
up a little, and in the course of a month or six weeks should be in a serviceable
condition again. All the public animals not in constant use are kept out on
herd. The grazing is quite good some five or six miles below the post; there
is none nearer, for the simple reason that it is all eaten off by the herds of In-
dian ponies constantly grazing in the immediate vicinity of the post. Second
Lieutenant George Strong, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, the acting assistant
quartermaster, belongs to a one-year regiment, and has been on duty in charge
of the quartermaster’s department at this post about two months. He has not
the least conception of what his duties are, and is totally disqualified for the
position he holds. He had forwarded some few of his returns—others he had
not; his excuse for not having rendered them was that he had not been fur-
nished with blanks. I directed him to rule out blanks, make up his papers and
send them forward immediately.

COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT.

The commissary department is also under the charge of Second Licutenant
George Strong, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers.

Funds—There are no commissary funds on hand.

Provisions, §c—A new supply of most excellent provisions had been re-
ceived at this post a week or ten days before my visit; none of the old supply
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Indians was increasing every day. The Indian commission made an agree-
ment with certain bands of the Sioux to meet them at Iort Sully on the 20th
instant, and also promised them that their goods and presents rhould arrive by
the first steamer up the river in the spring. I reached Sully on the 20th, and
had the misfortune to be taken for a commissioner, and was compelled to shake
hands and be hugged by every dirty buck I met. Nothing had been heard of
the commizsion, and twenty-seven steamers had already passed up the river this
spring, and not a trinket had any of them brought to the Indians from the com-
mission. The Indians express great dissatisfaction at the non-compliance of
the commissioners with their promises. White men should now and then take
a lesson from the red men, and *never make a promise.” Any delay in fulfilling
an agreement the Indian regards as deceit, and weakens hiz confidence and
respect for the whites. They told me the commission « talked lies to them.”
I heard while at Fort Sully that this commission had promised the Indians that
the upper or ridge road, from Sully to Rice, should not be used; that all teams
and travellers should go by the river road; also, that no road should be made
along the Big Cheyenne to Montana. I cannot believe such to be the fact. If
such an agreement has been entered into it is an outrage, and the action of the
commission should be set aside immediately. The road ulong the river from
Fort Sully to Fort Rice is much longer, and is impassable for loaded teams.
It is up aud down ravines nearly the whole distance, whereas upon the ridge
the road is excellent, and is fully sixty miles shorter.

I find the impression in this region is almost universal that the troops des-
tined to build the new post on the Big Clieyenne, north of the Black Hills, will
meet with serious opposition from the Sioux Indians. If it be true that the
commission has promised there should be ne roads or posts constructed in that
direction, little blame can be attached to the ignorant Indians for attempting to
oppose the progress of a command, and a second Sioux war can be set down to
the credit of an Indian peace commission.

The War Department and military men should have the sole control and
management of the Indians ; it would be for the good of the government and
the salvation of the red man, and we should no longer hear of Indian wars and
Indian massacres.

Were it possible to have the act of Congress making Dakota a Territory re-
pealed, and then divide it up into reservations for Indians, it would be, I think,
the best thing government could do; it would be relieved of a number of useless
civil officers, and would at the same time be the very best thing that could be
done for the Indians. This Territory of Dakota, north of the Vermillion river,
never will be settled by the white man, and it will make a very good and cheap
donation on the part of the government to the Indians.

Lieutenant Colonel Pattee is attempting to raise a crop of corn and potatoes
this summer on Farm island. e reasons that as the island was under water
this spring, the soil will retain sufficient moisture to raise a crop. There can
be no inducement to farmers to settle near TFort Sully, as crops are almost a
certain failure. I am told gardens do not succeed ; all vegetubles used at the
post are brought from St. Louis, Missouri.

On June 9th, as follows :

I have the honor to submit the following report of my inspection of the post
of Fort Rice.

Inspected May 30th and 31st.

Field and staf.

Colonel John G. Clark, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, commanding post.
Major Hugh McDermott, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers.
Surgeon John H. Vivian, post surgeon.
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Company T, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, Captain Chas. C. Levitt command-
ing company ; First Licutenant Chas. Pfoxerbraur, present; Second Lieuten-
ant Frank T. Brayton, present :

Enlisted men present for duty....... ... .. . iiiiiiiiaeiiiiiiiaas 21
Enlisted men on special or detached duty......... ... o .. 18
Enlisted men sick. . oo viee it e ea e 5
Enlisted men in conflnement. . .o vee e ie i inerie et iieee e e eaaeaae s 1
Enlisted men absent. - oo e e or e i i et e e e i cnaaean 8

4 Y ) 53

Company @, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, Captain G. R. Clements command-
ing company ; First Lieutenant M. B. Cowles, present; Second Lieutenant
R. S. Andrews, acting commissary of subsistence :

Enlisted men present for duty ... ... . il il iiiiiiiaa 32
Enlisted men on special or detached duty.... ... Ll 16
Enlisted men siek. oo oo e inir i i i it temen e 5
Enlisted men in confinement. . . .ovoeeeen oo i iieiee e e ceinaeneecnnns 3
Enlisted men absent.. ... ... ... ... ..., e 9

B 1Y Y A 65

Company H, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, Captain John C. Cover commanding
company ; Second Licutenant Jerome White, present :

Enlisted men present for duty .. .. ... oo i il 29
Enlisted men on special or detached duty........ ovoeeoiaiiiot 23
Enlisted men slek - v o ove i o in e ittt i ceeeee et e e e e e 3
Enlisted men absent. .o coo ci it i h e iiiiecreeaaaaae .. 6

4853 7 1 61

I

Company I, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, Captain William B. Reed command-
ing company ; Second Lieutenant J. P. Tillotson, present:

Enlisted men present for duty. .....ooviveieiennnn, Ceeieieeiees .17
Enlisted men on special or detached duty.......... e ceeiannn 21
Enlisted men sick...... oo it Ceenes Ceeeeeeaas 1
Enlisted men absent. ... coooiiiiiiiia ciiiiiiiiii i i 1

Total....... e eetraeee meeeeen e cesiaanens . veeee 40

Company K, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, Captain I. W. McKendry com-
manding company ; First Licutenant W. A. Morgan, present; Second Licu-
tenant H. Ottekeo :

Enlisted men present for duty........ ... .o oiiaiiiiio oL, . 23
Enlisted men on special or detached duty....... ... e ool 27
Enlisted men sick... ..... et eeieaaaeaas e 6
Enlisted men in confinement.......... .... et e 2
Enlisted men absent......ooovvvur ciiiiiniian, T

B P : 1
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built in a like manner. A number of log buildingg, intended for officers’ kiteh-
ens, were so badly constructed for light and ventilation that they were aban-
doned as kitchens and were used for a while as store-rooms; but they were so
overrun with rats that they had to be abandoned altogether, and should be
pulled down and proper kitchens be erected.

DRILL, ETC.

The fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers have been on fatigne duty the whole time
since their arrival at this post, and have had neither drill nor target practice
during this time. I did not think it worth while to try and make a one-year reg-
iment drill when it had not had a drill during its term of service. The buildings
this regiment has put up are probably of more benefit to the service than if it
had occupied its time in drilling.

GUARD-HOUSE.

The guard-house is a log building at the main entrance of the fort; it is com-
fortable and in fair order. There are a few enlisted men confined under guard,
and one ciiizen in irons. He was recognized and arrested by some of thie men
of this regiment as a murderer from Wisconzin. The governor was notified of
the fact; he made a requisition upon the governor of Dakota for the murderer,
and the latter directed his return to Wisconsin, and the regiment propose taking
him back with them when they return home. The guard appeared quite well
instructed, and vigilant and attentive in the performance of their duties.

POST HOSPITAL.

Surgeon John H. Vivian, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, is in charge of the hos-
pital; Assistant Surgeon Curtis T. Fenn, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers, is his as-
sistant. 'They both appear to be highly accomplished gentlemen, and well
qualified for the positions they hold. The hospital is not what it should be; it
is about the best building at the post. It is constructed of sawed logs, ceilings
high, and quite well ventilated. During the stay of this regiment at this post
it has been quite healthy except during the months of March and April, when
geurvy prevailed to considerable exteut; but one case, however, proved fatal.
The post, from its location, should, with proper sanitary precautions, be a healthy
one, there being no body of stagnant water or other cause in the vicinity of it to
produce miasmatic or epidemic diseases. T'he only disease to bedreadedis scurvy;
and to conquer it every precaution shonld be taken to insure a supply of fresh
vegetables both in the fall and by the first boats in the spring. With these and
a proper supply of vegetable acids, there should be little difficulty in combatting
the ill effects of this disease.

Instead of the hospital being placed, as it now is, on the lower part of the
fort enclosure, facing the north, a ncw one should be buil®n the Ligh ground
in the rear of the fort and outside of the present stockade, and should be so
constructed as to admit of free ventilation, both at the floor and roof—neither
of which can be had in the present building. The supply of medicines and
hospital stores on hand is in the main good; of some articles it is quite large,
for the articles lacking requisitions have been made. It appears to me that an
inordinate supply of hospital bedding, clothing, &e., has been shipped to this
post from St. Louis. The capacity of the hospital is twenty-four beds, or two
wards of twelve beds each. During the time the fiftieth Wiscousin volunteers
have garrisoned this post, the largest number of patients in hospltal has not
exceeded twelve, and that only for a short time, the average number having
been about six. This regiment numbers nine companies. T'he garrison to relieve
this regiment is to consist of five companies. I find by looking over the
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BUILDINGS, ETC.

The quarters of this post were intended for a regiment; they are so small
they cannot accommodate, with comfort, more than five companies; and as I
have stated in another place, to make these healthy and habitable they should
be raised four or five feet higher, should have new voofs, the floors raised, and
additional windows and ventilation. The hospital is rather a good building,
but not in the least suited for a hospital. If a new hospital could be erccted
this building would make very good officers’ quarters.

Stables.—Licutenant Smith has caused to be built four horse and mule sta-
bles and two for oxen—one of the latter for the use of the beef cattle. The
stables are well built, on high, dry ground, are roomy and well ventilated, and
they are enclosed within a fine corral, which is divided in two, giving one yard
to the mules and another to the cattle.  Within the corral are built quarters for
the stable men and a guard-house for the stable guard. Everything is so well
arranged and constructed that two sentinels can guard periectly all the stables,
hay-yard, corn-louse, and corral. Before these were built the stables, hay-
yard, corn-houses, corrals, &e., were detached one from the other, so that cach
one required one or more sentinels to guard it.  With the present arrangement
the guard duty of the post is very much reduced. This spring the old stables,
corral, &ec., were some four or five feet under water; where the new stables
stand they will always be perfectly dry, no matter how much rain or snow falls.

Saw-mills—This mill has furnished the post with all the lumber required
until recently; it is now so much ocut of order that it is dangerous to use it.
The boiler is burned and the engineers are afraid to run it. ‘I'he saw-mill is
badly located—altogether too far from the post; it should be on the banks of
the river near the fort, with a pump attached to raise the water required for the
use of the garrison.

QUARTERMASTER’S SUPPLIES, ETC.

Hay—There is none on hand. During the last season the hay was cut by
contract at seven dollars per ton. The contractors simply cut the grass, and
the soldiers cured, hauled, and stacked it. It was cut ten miles from the post,
and on the opposite side of the river; it is said to be very difficult to find. As
few horses and mules as possible should be kept at the post, on account of the
searcity of hay and the cxpense of getting it.

Corn—1 found some 237,000 pounds of corn on hand, of which 90,000
pounds had been totally destroyed by rats. It was so badly damaged and
soiled that neither horse, mule, nor ox would touch it. I condemned it and
divected it to be issued to the Indians; they are the only creatures on carth
that could eat it. Were it not given to them it would have to be thrown away.
There is no use of sending corn, or anything else that rats will eat, to this post
until rat-proof storchouses are erected.  These storchouses should be built
upon posts set in the ground, and the posts covered with tin. Lieutenant Smith
had moved this corn I condemned three times to try and save it from the rats.
The rats are so numerous, and on the increase, that nothing can be saved unless
storehouses are built as T have suggested. Colonel Clark and Licutenant
Smith estimate that the rats destroy daily of corn and provisions at least one
thousand pounds. Tin for covering posts should be sent to these forts by the
first steamer up the river.

Wood is cut and hauled by the troops; there is an abundance of it within a
mile or a mile and a half of the post, just above in a bend of the river. Three
miles below on Cannon Ball river, and on the oppdsite side of the river from
the forts, there is fine timber—a most excellent place.to procure wood or saw-
logs in the winter.

Water is hauled by mule teams from the 1iver. The water procured from
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wells cannot be used. With a steam-pump to raise water, great labor and ex-
pense would be saved. At Fort Leavenworth two eight-mule teams, with a
detail of some four or five men to cach team, have been hauling water for the
use of that gamison for the last thirty years. I fancy few persons have ever
passed up or down the river without secing at least one of these teams with a
load of water, creeping at a snail’s pace up that long hill leading to the fort.
One small steam-engine (that would not cost more than one of those eight-mule
teams) with the aid of one man would pump all the water required, besides
sawing all the wood used by the garrison. Pumps for raising water should be
furnished with all the saw-mills sent to these posts; much labor and expense
could thus be saved.

MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION, ETC.

The means of transportation at this post is as follows: TFifty-two horses;
forty-five mules; six oxen; twenty-five wagons; one ambulance, and cight
carts. The animals are in very good condition and well attended to. They are
kept out grazing during the day, and have to be driven some five or six miles
away from the post to find grass. That near the post is all eaten off by the
pouies belonging to the traders and Indians who constantly surround the post.
I trust when the regular troops reach here that they will have these things
changed ; that the public animals shall be permitted to graze near the post, and
that those of outsiders be made to go beyond the limits of the reservation. At
the post on the Arkansas ncither citizens nor Indians are allowed to encamp or
graze their animals within a certain preseribed distance of the garrison. Such
should be the regulations at all of these frontier posts. Lieutenant Smith has
transferred during the winter and spring, on the order of Colonel Clark,
twenty head of cattle to the commissary department for beef.

CLOTHING, CAMP AND GARRISON EQUIPAGE.

There is a very good supply of clothing, camp and garrison equipage on
hand, which is, as a general thing, in very good order. Many tents, wagon-
covers, &c., that had been used and had grease spots upon them, are completely
destroyed by rats. All new articles that had been retained in boxes or bales
escaped pretty well. Lieutenant Smith’s storchouses are in most excellent
order, everything being nicely and carefully stowed.

The duties of quartermaster to Lieutenant Smith are comparatively new, but
through the assistance of Colonel Clark, who served two or three years as
assistant quartermaster with the armies in the field, he has made himself well
acquainted with his duties. He is attentive, careful, correct, and economical.
IIis books, papers, and accounts are neatly and correctly kept, and his returns
are regularly rendered.

COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT.,

The commissary department is under the charge of Second Lieutenant R. S.
Andrews, fiftieth Wisconsin volunteers.

FUNDS,

Amount on hand $156 38, arising from sale of provisions to officers since
the 10th of October, 1865.

COMMISSARY PROPERTY.

All the commissary property is in good order, and sufficient on hand for the
use of the garrison.
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SUBSISTENCE STORES, ETC.

I have not seen commissary stores at any post better cared for than at Fort
Rice. Large, well-constructed storchouses, with good cellars under them, have
been erected by Colonel Clark. Racks have been put up, so that all barrels
containing meats or liquids can be rolled as often as may be necessary. In
fact everything is stored with the utmost care and regularity, and were it not
for the rats there wonld be no trouble in preserving subsistence stores in most
excellent condition; as it is, the rats destroy all the hard bread, flour, and much
of the meal. Lieutenant Audrews has charge of the bakehouse, which is well
built, has a most cxcellent oven, and fine bread is made in it. There is very
little or no good flour remaining on hand at the post. There is a quantity of
caked and musty flour, unfit for issue to the troops, on hand, upon which Lieu-
tenant Andrews has been feeding lis beef cattle for some time past, which is
about the best disposition that could be made of it. All issues to Indians,
except it be of condemned stores, has been stopped  Issues are made to two
citizens, the interpreter, and a prisoner. Licutenant Aundrews has received from
the post quartermaster, during the winter and spring, twenty head of cattle to
be killed and issued to the troops as fresh beef. The commissary cattle gave
out carly in the winter. The fresh beef is quite good; the price formerly paid
for it was fourteen cents. With the exception of flour there is a very good
supply of subsistence stores on hand, and, as a general thing, in most cxcellent
condition.

Licutenant Andrews’s books. papers, accounts, &e., ave neatly and correctly
kept, and his returns are regularly rendered. Great credit is due Licutenantg
Andrews for the fine order in which he keeps all things connected with Lis
depavtment ; he is certainly a very careful and attentive officer to his duties,
and very well qualified for the position he fills.

GENERAL REMARKS.

-Fort Rice has been particularly fortunate in having such a man and soldier
as Colonel Clark to command it. General Sully found fault with Colonel
Clark for making certain alterations, and for putting up certain buildings in
the fort. In my opinion the colonel should have beeu highly compiimented
for every change he made, Ile built an excellent row of storehouses, the only
ones at the post descrving of the name. He brought the carpenter and black-
smith shops inside the stockade, a move absolutely necessary to keep the Indians
from picking up and carrying off every tool and bit of iron about the shops.
He erected the only decent set of quarters at the post. He caused floors and
ceilings to be put in all the quarters and storehouses. e put up new stables,
granaries, corrals, &c., upon high and dry ground, where they should have
been placed originally. Many of the old buildings he raised several feet higher
and put new roofs upon, and windows and ventilators in them. By his good
management he was able to reduce the number of sentinels from fourteen to six,
and I am satisfied everything is far better guarded than formerly. Colonel
Clark has evidently performed his duty faithfully, and for the very best interest of
the service, and for the health and comfort of his command. By an order of
General Sully Colonel Clark was compelled to tear down and remove certain
buildings he had put up; it is a great pity, as far as the comfort of the garrison
aud the security of the public stores go, that any such order was ever issued.
A row of storehouses and shops should be put up on the north side of the fort,
similar to those erected by Colonel Clark on the south side, which would render
the fort very compact, convenient, secure, and complete. I think the post of
Fort Rice was badly located, and if it is the intention of the government to
keep it up for a number of years it would be better for the service and the
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The Indian women at Berthold raise on the river bottom large quantities of
corn. This season the chances are they will not raise near so much as usual ;
the freshet in the spring flooded all the bottom lands, and when the water
receded, left their farms covered with sand to the depth of three or four feet. I
am satisfied the troops can have good gardens here with very little labor. There
is hardly bottom land enough in the vicinity of Berthold to induce farmers to
come here and settle.  'The more I see of Dakota the more I am convinced the
government should donate every foot of it to the Indian, and the Indians should
be well recompensed in addition, if they agree to remain and live within its
borders.

On July 2, 1866, as follows:

I have the honor to submit the following report of my inspection of Fort
Union.

Inspected June 11, 1866. The regular troops destined for this post had not
arrived at that date.

Captain Wm. H. Greer, first United States volunteers, who commanded at
Fort Union last season, on his departure, left a quantity of quartermaster’s
stores and ordnance, and orduance stores, in charge of the agent of the North-
west I'ur Company. I examined this property. That belonging to the quarter-
master’s department consisted principally of bar and rod iron, kegs of nails,
mule and horse shoes, a mowing machine (in good serviceable order,) and a horse
saw-mill, also in serviceable condition. The ordnance consisted of two six-
pounder iron guns and one twelve-pounder bronze howitzer. T'he last named
gun the agent had loaned to the captain of the steamer Deer Lodge, who had
not returned it, but had left it at Copelin, a trading post near the mouth of
Milk river. My impression is, it was taken to Copelin by the Deer Lodge more
for the protection of that trading post than of the steamer. The agent prom-
ised the howitzer should be returned to Fort Union in a few days. The ord-
nance stores consisted mostly of fixed ammunition for the use of these guns, a
few friction tubes, &e.; they are stored in good dry warehouses, are well boxed,
and were without doubt in good order. The agent assured me they had not
been touched since he had had them in his possession. Fort Union itself would
be a poor location for a military post. At old Fort Williams, three miles from
Fort Union by land and seven by river, is a much better site. It is two miles
below the mouth of the Yellowstone, on a second branch or high table-land.
Wood in abundance about three miles below,on the river; it is a short distance
from the place where the hay is procured for Fort Union, with good bottom
lands, near at hand for gardens, and a good steamboat landing within a short
distance. Lxcellent timber can be obtained and rafted down from the Yellow-
stone near its mouth, for the construction of the post. A soft yellow sand-
stone is found within three or four miles of old Fort Williams, which will make
a fair building stone. The block (stone) houses at the corners of the stockade
at Fort Union are built of this stone, and appear to stand the effects of the
weather very well. Another good location for a post is just below Fort Union
on the west side of the river, in the angle formed by the Missouri and the
Yellowstone. 1 did not learn the point to be selected for the new post, but I
should think the site of old Fort Williams about the best of any in the imme-
diate neighborhood of Fort Union. In my judgment the garrison of this post
should consist of some four or six companies; it is the great crogsing point to
the Yellowstone country for all the tribes living on the northeast of the Mis-
souri. Fort Union is supposed to be in Montana by about one-half of a mile,
and Fort Williams about the same distance in Dakota.

I met with a very intelligent gentleman on the river, Mr. Laepantico, who
has lived in this country over thirty years, and most of the time in charge of
Fort Union. He built Fort Alexander, on the Yellowstone, and has been up
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T would respectfully call the attention of the general to the class of stcamers
chartered for government service on the Upper Missouri. T find that merchants
and traders never ship their goods on steamers drawing cver three feet and a
half of water, and as a general thing they do not draw over three feet.

The troops for Forts Randall, Sully, Rice, Berthold, and Union were shipped
on steamers drawing four and a half to six feet. The steamer Dora, drawing
four and a half feet, was forty-seven days in getting from St. Louis to Fort
Rice. The Tracy, destined for the same post, was drawing from five to five and
a half feet. The Lexington, for Fort Sully, was drawing some six feet. The
Mary MeDonald, for Forts Berthold and Union, was drawing, loaded, four and a
half feet. Had not the season been the most remarkable in thirty years for
high water, not one of these steamers transporting troops would have reached
its destination. I was on board of scveral steamers that left St. Louis weeks
after the above named steamers; they reported them all aground far down the
river. I was told that the troops on the steamer Lexington, notwithstanding
the high water, were compelled to land at Crow Creek agency and march to
Fort Sully. There should be instructions given to the officers of the guarter-
master’s department forbidding them to allow any steamboat freighted with
government stores or with troops destined for any of the posts above Fort Lea-
venworth, to leave St. Louis drawing over three feet and a half of water. The
chances may then be that they will reach their point of destination within some
reasonable length of time. ILast season twenty-four steamers were freighted
and started for Benton, none drawing over threc and a half feet of water. The
season was an average one for water. Of this number, but two reacled their
destination; one or two others got as far as the mouth of the Marias, a like
number to Cow island, and the greater number no further than Fort Union.
This year, the most remarkable in thirty for high water, I met no less than
four big rises during my trip. Some thirty steamboats have started for Benton,
and, owing to the unprecedented high water, twenty-eight certainly out of the
thirty will reach'Benton. Twenty-five have already reached their destination,
and there is no reason why all the others should not do so, as the river is still
some seven or eight feet higher at Benton now than it was last season at this
date.

After writing the above, I learned that the steamer Deer Lodge had made a
second trip this season, and that several other steamers proposed doing the same
thing. Two trips to the mountains in the same season is a very rare occur-
rence. '

On July 18, 1866, as follows:

Soon after my arrival at Fort Benton, I saw in a Montana paper a copy of
General Orders No. 5 from headquarters department of the Platte, designating
the first battalion ghirteenth regiment infantry to proceed to Fort Benton, and
to establish a new post in that vicinity. I obtained all the reliable information
I could with respect to the proper location for the post, and after my trip from
Fort Benton to Helena, wrote to Colonel Reeve the following letter :

HEeLENA, MoNTANA, July 9, 1866.

CoLoNEL: Soon after reaching Fort Benton I learned of the order sending
troops to that vicinity, and saw that you were instructed to sclect the site for
their location. To aid you in the matter I paid particular attention to the coun-
try between Benton and this place, and have obtained all the information pos-
sible on the subject. I find that the troublesome Indians are the Bloods. a band
of the Blackfeet; they reside on the headwaters of the Sun and Deerbone
.rivers  Their depredations are mostly directed against the ranches on these
streams, and against persons passing over the road from Benton to Helena.

Benton is certainly no place for a post; there is not a stick of timber or of
























