



















































































COLUMBIA RIVER. 23

ral between the island and projecting point, forming thus a continuous
channel for a canal from the quiet waters above to the quiet waters be-
low the falls. But Grand Rapids, another serious obstruction to navi-
gation, lies only about seven miles below Kettle Falls, and no scheme
for giving navigation around Kettle Falls would ever be entertained
which did not contemplate also giving it around Grand Rapids. These

GRAND RAPIDS

present very much the same appearance as the cascades where the
Columbia breaks through the Cascade Mountains. Many small black
islands and points of bed-rock arise, between and around which the
waters surge and toss themselves into foam, descending in a distance of
about one mile a total fall of probably tweuty feet.

On the right bank of the river at these falls the mountains rise rather
abruptly away from the river, while along the left bank is a large, fine,
open flat, about one hundred and fifty feet above the river, composed
of gravel and alluvium, resting on the rock at the level of the bed of
the river. This flat, which is a true river terrace, has very steep sides
towards the river, and I believe that any plan to give navigation aronnd
these rapids would involve catting a canal through this terrace and the
underlying bed rock—a very expensive undertaking.

If the time ever comes that commerce shall demand navigation around
these two obstructions of Grand Rapids and Kettle Falls, the method
by boat railway would probably be the best one to adopt. The confor-
matiou of the ground is well suited for this purpose.

KETTLE RIVER.

This river, which is put down on nearly all maps as the  Ne-hoi-al-
pit-qua” River, is known to alt white people inthe upper country as the
Kettle River, in consequence of whieh, I suppose, this unpoetical name
must he adopted. This river rises within a few miles of the Okinakane,
and flows in a generally easterly course, emptying into the Columbia
just above Kettle Falls and nearly opposite old Fort Colville. I was
informed thatmnueh good countrylies along this river, suitable for agri-
cultural and grazing purposes, and that large tracts of fine timber,
cedar, fir, and pine, exist in its vicinity.

As it is highly probable that in the future a line of railroad will be
located along this river, I will give the words of Governor Stevens, in
describing General (then Captain) MeClellan’s exploration of it in 1353,
taken from Pacific Railroad Report: )

The conntry between the Okinakane and the Columbia at Fort Colville, sixty miles
in a direct line across, was traversed by Captain McClellan’s party about fifty miles to
the north of the Great Plain. Five miles from the Okinakane, the Ne-lioi-al-pit-qua,
flowing eastward, was reached, the dividing ridge being rolling and grassy, covered
with forest at its summit, which is about 1,500 feet above the Okinakane and 2,647
above the sea, as observed with an aneroid barometer. Tle valley sloping toward

the east, though narrow, is fertile, with alternations of prairie and forest, while the
hills bordering it are wooded with large trees, mostly on their northern slope.
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