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2 LANDS IN DUCK VALLEY, NEVADA,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, November 9, 1833.

SIR: On the 1st of April, 1880, a draft of a bill providing for the payment of certain
sums of money to Levi Harris, William Harris, Henry Boyle, and J. H. Babb was
prepared and submitied to the Department for submission to Congress. (See House
Ex. Doc. No. 61, Forty-seventh Congress, first session.)

These parties had settled and made improvements upon certain lands embraced in
the Duck Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada prior to the date of the Executive order
setting them apart for Indian purposes.

Although the lands were unsurveyed, this office recognized the fact that an equita-
ble claim existed for the value of the improvements, had the sanie appraised, and
urged the passage of the bill providing for their payment.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with an amendment,
April 21, 1882, but failed to become a law.

During the month of April last Levi Harris and Henry Boyle, together with one
- David Coates, being a source of annoyance to the Indians, were, with the assistance
of the military, forcibly removed from the reservation.

Agent Mayhugh, in a report dated October 27, 1883, states that William Harris and
J. H. Babb left the reservation before he agsnmed charge of the agency, July 1, 1832,
and have not been thereon since, and that David Coates is a stepson of Levi Harris,
with whom he lived, having no improvements of his own.

He also states that Babl’s improvements were not worth over $100, and that he
can find no trace of any improvenents made by William Harris.

The improvements of these two parties were appraised at $200 each, and it is prob-
able that the appraisement made while the parties were in possession is more reliable
than the statements of the agent, made from his observation since the parties aban-
doned the reservation.

The parties having made improvements upon lands which, although unsurveyed,
were open to settlement, of which improvements they have been deprived on account
of the exigencies of the Indian service, are, I think, equitably euntitled to payment
for the sama.

I have accordingly prepared a draft of a bill providing for their payment, which is
the same as the amended bill reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs, and re-
spectfully recommend that it be submitted to Congress with a request for favorable
consideration.

I inclose two copies of the proposed bill and of this report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

[House Ex. Doc. No. 61, Forty-seventh Congress, first session.]

SHOSHONE INDIAN LANDS IN DUCK VALLEY, NEVADA.

Message from the President of the United Stales, transmilting a communication from the Secre-
tary of the Interior, with draft of a bill for the payment of certain settlers in the State of
Nevada for improvements on lands in Duck Valley, Nevada, taken for the use of the Shoshone
Indiams.

FEBRUARY 2, 1882.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

To the Senmate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, with a draft
of a bill for the payment of certain settlers in the State of Nevada for improvements
on lands in Duck Valley, in said State, taken for the use and occupancy of the Sho-

shone Indians.
CHESTER A. ARTHUR.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,
February 2, 1882.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
IVashington, January 24, 1882,
SIr: I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration a draft of a bill
prepared in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, providing for the pay-






4 LANDS IN DUCK VALLEY, NEVADA.

ELko, NEV., December 28, 1881.

DEAR SIR: Please be kind enough to inform me at your earliest convenience what
action has been taken by your honorable Department looking to the final adjustment
and payment to the claimants of real and personal property in Duck Valley, Shoshone
Indian Reservation, Elko County, Nevada, which property said claimants have relin-
quished to the Government for the use and benefit of said Indians. The parties in
question are poor and have large families and need their money or property relin-
quished very mue¢h for the support of their families. For these reasons I most re-
spectfully ask on behalf of the claimants that your honorable Department do all in your
power to afford them all just and equitable relief that the merits of the case may seem
to warrant.

Yours, very respectfully,
JOHN 8. MAYHUGH,
Agent.
Hon. COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Interior Department,

The names of the claimants are Levi Harris, W. H. Harris, J. H. Babb, and Henry
Boyle.
J. 8. M.

MounTaIN CITY, NEV., May 3, 1879.

DEeAR SIR: Believing you to be the proper person to address in regard to the fol-
lowing explanation, I hope you will excuse the liberty I am taking.

About three years ago I bought from a settler a parcel of land situated in Idaho
Territory and thereby became owner of said land, the land being at the time unim-
proved. I started in and broke ground, and worked the same and made a living for
the past two years by selling hay raised on said land. Having a large family to pro-
vide for I had to build a house and make considerable other improvements, such as
building barns, corrals, and water ditches.

Thinking that I would have a home for myself and family, where I conld make an
honest living, I improved the land in good faith. The land bought and claimed by
me as my personal property amounts to 320 acres of farming land, with mentioned im-
provements, situated in Idaho Territory. To my sorroy, after two years’ hard labor
to improve said land, I am driven from the same by the United States. The land I
refer to being at present situated within the line set apart by the United States Gov-
ernment as a new Indian reservation.

As a born citizen of the United States of America, I ask for nothing but justice, and
having expended over $1,000 in buying and improving my land I thought as long as
the United States sees fit to use the same as a reservation I should not be made the
entire loser of all I possess.

I consider that it would not be more than right that Fshould get some pay, and
think that my land and improvements on the same is fully worth $1,000; although if
I could remain on my land and farm the same $1,500 would not be inducement for me
to sell the same. I have also got a good mowing machine and a new sulky rake on
the land.

Asking the kind favor of you to assist me if possible in this matter, or direct me
what to do, I hope you will excuse the liberty I am taking, and wishing myself able
to reciprocate some future day, I remain, very respecttfully,

‘WM. M. HARRIS.

Joux How, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Elko.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, April 1, 1880.

Sir: I have the honor to submit, herewith, for your consideration and action,
copies of certain papers relative to the claims of Levi Harris, William Harris, J. H.
1léabb, and Henry Boyle, for improvements on Duck Valley Indian Reservation in

evada.

John How, United States Indian agent at the Western Shoshone Agency, reported
to this office, under date of 4th of April, 1879, that Levi Harris was in possession of
certain improvements on Duck Valley Reservation, which he had placed there prior
to the same being reserved for Indian purposes. Said Harris estimated the value of
his improvements at $8,000 but the agent thought that $2,500 would be a high price
for them.

In compliance with instructions from this office, the agent, on 25th of April, 1879,






























