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THE URBAN LEAGUE OF OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  I s  t o  p r e s e n t  an  h i s t o r i c a l  

a c c o u n t  o f  th e  o r i g i n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t, and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  

U rban L eague o f  Oclahmna C i ty ,  Oklahom a, from  th e  t im e  o f  i t s  

i n c e p t io n  i n  1946 t o  th e  p r e s e n t .  The U rban L eague i s  an  

I n t e r r a c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w hose m ain  f u n c t io n  i s  t h a t  o f  im 

p ro v in g  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and th e  econcxnic c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  

N eg ro .

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  a t te m p t  t o  d e s c r i b e  some o f  t h e  co n 

d i t i o n s  t h a t  s e rv e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n  U rban  

L eague i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  F u r th e r ,  i t  w i l l  a n a ly z e  and e v a l 

u a te  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h ich  th e  L eague h a s  e n g a g e d , and r e 

c o rd  th e  p r o g r e s s  made d u r in g  th e  t e n - y e a r  p e r io d  o f  i t s  

e x i s t e n c e  (1 9 4 6 -1 9 5 6 ) .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e p a r e  a n  h i s t o r i 

c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban  L eague o f  Oklahoma 

C i ty  and i t s  im p a c t  upon  th e  s o c i a l ,  e co n o m ic , and c u l t u r a l  

d e v e lo p m en t o f  t h e  com m unity . T h e re  h av e  b e e n  s t u d i e s  o f
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c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  N egro  l i f e  i n  Oklahoma and i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y  w h ic h  w e r e  o f  v a l u e  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  

O u t s t a n d i n g  among t h e s e  i s  t h e  s t u d y  by F u l k e r s o n .  I n  t h e  

F u l k e r s o n  s t u d y  r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  Oklahoma 

C i t y  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Urban  R e s e a r c h  D i v i s i o n  d u r i n g  

t h e  p e r i o d  19^ ^ - ^ 3 . ^  T i ia t  s t u d y ,  h o w e v e r ,  was c o m p le t e d  b e 

f o r e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  Urban  League  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .

The a s su m p tio n  u n d e r ly in g  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  

i n t o  th e  o r i g i n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t, and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  an  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n  t h a t  h a s  a s  i t s  aim  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  any  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  

i n  A m erican  s o c i e t y  i s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a 

t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  sh o u ld  be o f  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  s t a f f  o f  

th e  U rban  L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty  and th e  com m unity , and o f  

g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  b o th  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  a g e n c ie s  c o n 

c e rn e d  w i th  im p ro v in g  th e  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and 

econom ic s ta n d a r d s  o f  a l l  p e o p le .

s tu d y  w i l l  c o n f in e  i t s e l f  t o  th e  U rban League o f  

Oklahoma C i t y ,  and i t s  a u x i l i a r y ,  th e  U rban  L eague G u ild ,  an  

a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e . A d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague h a s  b e e n  in c lu d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p ro v id e  

some I n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e - c o n d i t i o n s  w hich  le d  t o  th e  em ergence 

o f  t h e  U rban  L e a g u e . A b r i e f  rev ie w  w i l l  be  g iv e n  o f  th e  

e x t e n t  o f  m ig r a t i o n  o f  N egroes from  th e  S o u th  t o  n o r th e r n

^ P rsd  G . F u lk e r s o n ,  " S o c ia l  F o rc e s  i n  a N egro D i s t r i c t  
i n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahœna (u n p u b lis h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a, 1 9 4 6 ), p .  6



c i t i e s  and o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  w hich  cau sed  t h i s  m ig ra t io n  

n o r th w a rd , th u s  le a d in g  t o  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague .

S in c e  some I n s i g h t  I n t o  th e  com m unity s t r u c t u r e  I s  

n e c e s s a ry  In  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  I t s  n eeds and r e s o u r c e s ,  

t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  a t te m p t  t o  g iv e  a c o m p o site  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  

com m unity. I t s  p o p u la t io n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  

and econom ic a s p e c t s .  I t  I s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b ack g ro u n d  t h a t  th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League w i l l  b e  a n a 

ly z e d .  I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  e v a lu a te d  I n  te rm s  o f  t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  com m unity .

The d a ta  f o r  th e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere  d e r iv e d  

fro m  a num ber o f  s o u r c e s .  P h b l is h e d  d a ta  w ere  o b ta in e d  fro m  

r e c o r d s ,  r e p o r t s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  

L eag u e , n ew sp ap ers  and m a g a z in e s ,  and r e s e a r c h  i n  r e l a t e d  

f i e l d s .  D a ta  p ro v id e d  b y  s c h o l a r s  and a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  th e  

f i e l d s  o f  N egro l i f e  and  h i s t o r y  and o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  w ere  

u t i l i z e d .  A n a ly s is  o f  t h e  19^0 C ensus r e p o r t s  i s  a l s o  i n 

c lu d e d  i n  t h e  s tu d y .  R e p o r ts  o f  th e  s u rv e y  made o f  (Nclahoma 

C i ty  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  1 9 4 4 -4 5 , c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  R e se a rc h  

D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rb a n  L e a g u e , w ere  exam ined f o r  

p e r t i n e n t  d a t a .

The e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  and members o f  th e  s t a f f  o f  

t h e  U rban League o f  (Nclahoma C i t y  w ere  v e ry  h e l p f u l  i n  th e  

d ev e lo p m en t o f  t h e  s tu d y .  M a te r i a l s  fram  th e  s e c r e t a r i a l  

f i l e s ,  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  o f f i c e ,  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e
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e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  b o a rd  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  p e r i o d i c a l  

p ro g re s s  r e p o r t s ,  and th e  l i b r a r y  o f  th e  U rban League w ere 

a l l  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  w r i t e r .  The s e c r e t a r i a l  f i l e s  o f  

th e  Community C o u n c i l ,  o f  w h ich  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban 

League i s  a member, w ere  a l s o  p la c e d  a t  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  

w r i t e r .

Two m onths w ere s p e n t  by th e  w r i t e r ,  from  M arch 4 ,

1957 t o  May 7» 19 5 7 , w i th  t h e  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  and s t a f f  o f  

th e  U rban League I n  Œclahoma C i ty ,  d u r in g  w hich  tim e  sh e  s a t  

In  on m e e tin g s  o f  v a r io u s  c o m m itte e s , p la n n in g  g ro u p s ,  and 

I n te r v ie w s  I n  o r d e r  t o  g a in  f u r t h e r  I n s i g h t  I n to  t h e  t e c h 

n iq u e s  and m ethods u sed  b y  t h e  L eag u e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e se a rc h  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  

U rban League was v e ry  c o o p e r a t iv e  I n  s e n d in g  m a t e r i a l s  and 

I n fo r m a t io n  from  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e .  He s t a t e d  I n  a cm nm unl- 

c a t l o n  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  d o c t o r a l  s tu d y  o f  any  

p h ase  o f  t h e  U rban  L eague and h e  was v e ry  g e n e ro u s  w i th  h i s  

a s s i s t a n c e  d u r in g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  s tu d y .  The d i r e c t o r  o f  

th e  S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D i v i s i o n  lo c a te d  I n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia ,  s e n t  

th e  w r i t e r  a  f o l d e r  c o n ta in in g  m a t e r i a l s  r e g a r d in g  t h e  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U rb an  L eague I n  Oklahcmia C i t y .

S e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  w e re  In te rv ie w e d  who w ere I n s t r u m e n ta l  

I n  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U rban  League I n  Oklahmna C i t y .

Some I n f o r m a t io n  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  I s  no  w r i t t e n  r e c o rd  was 

g a in e d  fro m  t h e  I n t e r v i e w s ,  and I s  In c lu d e d  I n  th e  n a r r a t i v e .  

P o r t io n s  o f  t h e  s tu d y  b a s e d  u p o n  t h i s  k in d  o f  I n f o r m a t io n  a r e



i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  u n f o ld s .

I n  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  t o p i c a l  a p p ro ac h  i s  used  in  th e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  d a t a .  Each a re a  o f  th e  p rogram  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  

i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r .

I t  i s  hoped t h a t ,  from  th e  d a t a ,  an sw ers  t o  th e  

f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s  may be  o b ta in e d :  l )  What i s  th e  U rban

L eague? 2) What i s  t h e  m ain p u rp o se  o f  th e  U rban League 

and w hat m eth o d s d o e s  i t  u se  t o  a c h ie v e  i t s  a im s?  3) What 

f a c t o r s  le d  t o  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  U rban L eague i n  O k la

homa C ity ?  4 ) Who a r e  some o f  th e  p e rso n s  i n s t r u m e n ta l  i n  

t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U rban League in  Oklahoma C i ty ?  3) 

What a r e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  and c o m m itte e  s t r u c 

t u r e s  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  6 ) What i s  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

U rban League i n  te rm s  o f  i t s  p h y s ic a l  g ro w th  and i t s  s p e c i f i c  

a c c o m p lish m e n ts  an d  f a i l u r e s ?

The M ig r a t io n  o f  N egroes From th e  S o u th  
t o  N o r th e rn  C i t i e s

A f t e r  t h e  e m a n c ip a t io n  t h e  N egroes b e g a n  m ig r a t in g  

i n  l a r g e  nundaers f ro m  t h e  S o u th  t o  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s .  T h is  

m ig r a t io n  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  th ro u g h  th e  t h i r d  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  c e n tu r y  w as o n e  o f  t h e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  and  c r u c i a l  

m ovem ents i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N egro i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . ^

B etw een  i8 6 0  and  1870 th e  N egro p o p u la t io n  o f  e i g h t

I g .  F r a n k l i n  F r a z i e r ,  The N egro i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
(New Y ork ; K a c M llla n , 1 9 # 9 ) , p .  5 2 ? .
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n o r th e r n  s t a t e s  I n c r e a s e d  f i f t y - o n e  p e r  c e n t . l  A c c o rd in g  t o  

F r a z i e r ,  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  from  1900 to  19^0, th e  p r o p o r t io n  

o f  th e  N egro p o p u la t io n  r e s i d e n t  i n  u rb a n  a r e a s  In c r e a s e d  

from  2 2 .7  t o  4 8 .2  p e r  c e n t .  B etw een  I 9OO and 1930 a b o u t two 

and one q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  N egroes l e f t  th e  fa rm s  and s m a l l  

v i l l a g e s  o f  th e  S o u th .^

R oss p ro v id e s  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  i n c r e a s e  i n

th e  u rb a n  N egro p o p u la t io n  o f  t h e  N o r th :

D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  c e n tu r y  t h e  volum e 
was som ew hat o v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  a m i l l i o n  and b e tw e e n  1920 -  
30 n e a r ly  one and one  q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n .  D u rin g  t h e  30 
y e a r s ,  t h e  r u r a l  N egro  p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e  S o u th  d e c r e a s e d  
2 6 2 , 9 2 1 , w h ile  t h e  u rb a n  N egro p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
in c r e a s e d  by 3 ,1 9 1 ,9 0 5 .3

Prom 1910 t o  1 9 2 0 , t h e  N egro  p o p u la t io n  i n  New Y ork  

I n c re a s e d  fro m  9 1 ,0 0 0  t o  1 5 2 ,0 0 0 .^  I n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  t h e  I n 

c r e a s e  was ev en  m ore o v e rw h e lm in g . Of t e n  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s  

w i th  2 5 ,0 0 0  o r  m ore N eg ro es  i n  1920 , a l l  e x c e p t  P i t t s b u r g  and 

K ansas C i t y ,  M is s o u r i ,  show ed a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  o v e r  50 p e r  c e n t  

i n  t h e i r  N egro  p o p u l a t i o n .^  The p e rc e n ta g e  i s  sum m arized  i n

^G eorge E . H a y n es , The N egro  a t  Work i n  New Y ork  C i ty  
(New Y o rk ; Longman, G reen  and  C o . ,  1912J ,  p .  1 5 .

2 p r a z l e r ,  The N egro  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  p .  1 9 1 -

3 p ra n k  A. R o s s ,  " U r b a n iz a t io n  and th e  N eg ro , " P n b l i -  
c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m erican  S o c i o l o g i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  X X ^  ( A p r i l s
1 9 4 7 ) ,  p .  l i b .

^ N a t io n a l  Uxban L e a g u e , And th e  P u r s u i t  o f  H a p p in e ss  
(New Y o rk ; N a t io n a l  U rb an  L e a g u e , I n c . ,  1^50j ,  p .  1 5 .

^ F r a z i e r ,  The N eg ro  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  p .  4 * 3 -
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T a b le  I .

Rose makes th e  f o l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  N egro p o p u la t io n  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s :

The p r o p o r t io n  o f  a l l  N egroes l i v i n g  in  th e  N o rth  and 
W est r o s e  from  10 .4  p e r  c e n t  i n  1910 to  2 3 .8  p e r  c e n t  i n  
1940 ,  a n e t  m ig r a t io n  o f  a b o u t 1 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 0  from  th e  S o u th . 
However b ec au se  o f  th e  huge w h ite  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  N o rth  
N egroes c o n s t i t u t e d  o n ly  3 .7  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  
n o r th e r n  p o p u la t io n  i n  1 9 40 . P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  m ig ra n ts  t o  
th e  N o rth  w ent t o  c i t i e s  and a lm o s t a l l  t o  b ig  c i t i e s . ^

The s h i f t  i n  th e  N egro  p o p u la t io n  was due t o  ch a n g es  

i n  s o u th e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and th e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  n o r th e r n  

i n d u s t r y ,  th o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  was t h e  s t r o n g e r  f o r c e . ^  The 

N egro found h i s  c h a n c e s  i n  t h e  S o u th  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s c o u r a g 

i n g .  The I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n ,  w i th  i t s  p ro g re s s  and o p p o r

t u n i t y ,  came t o  th e  S o u th  l a t e r  th a n  i t  d id  th e  N o r th .  The 

s o u th e r n  N egro was d e p r iv e d  o f  many o f  i t s  a d v a n ta g e s .  I n  

o r d e r  t o  k eep  th e  N egro fro m  s h a r in g  i n  many o f  th e  new o c c u 

p a t io n s  o f  th e  S o u th , t h e  t r a d i t i o n  p e r s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  N egro 

c o u ld  n o t  o p e r a te  th e  new m a c h in e ry . N ot o n ly  was he  p r e 

v e n te d  from  s h a r in g  i n  th e  e x p a n d in g  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  o f  t h e  

S o u th ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  a r e a s  i n  w h ich  lie  l iv e d  d e c l in e d  frm n  a n  

econom ic s t a n d p o i n t .  S o u th e rn  a g r i c u l t u r e  had become w orse,, 

and  t h e  p o o r e s t  ow ners and t e n a n t s ,  w h ich  in c lu d e d  a d i s p r o 

p o r t i o n a t e  num ber o f  N e g ro e s , w ere  f o r c e d  o u t .  Many o f  them  

w en t on r e l i e f ,  b u t  e v e n  t h a t  was d e n ie d  N e g ro e s . I n  many

^A rnold  R o se , The N egro  i n  A m erica (New Y o rk ; H a rp e r  
an d  B r o th e r s ,  1 9 4 8 ) , p .  b 3 .

2p ran k lln , Prom S la v ery  t o  Freed<xn, pp. 4 6 5 -6 6 .



TABLE I

NORTHERN CITIES WITH INCREASE OF OVER Flr'TY PER CENT 
IN NEGRO POPULATION FROM 1910- 192 0 *

C ity
P o p u l a t i o n

1910 1920
I n c r e a s e

Number
P e r  C ent 
I n c r e a s e

D e t r o i t 5 ,7 4 1 4 0 , 8 3 8 3 5 , 0 9 7 6 1 1 . 3

C le v e la n d 8 ,4 4 8 3 4 , 4 5 1 2 6 , 0 0 3 3 0 7 . 8

C h icag o 4 4 , 1 0 3 1 0 9 , 4 5 8 6 5 , 3 5 5 1 4 8 .2

I n d ia n a p o l i s 2 2 , 1 5 2 3 5 ,0 6 3 1 3 ,0 1 1 5 9 . 2

P h i la d e lp h ia 4 2 ,1 0 0 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 5 7 , 9 0 0 5 8 . 9

G ary  * 383 5 , 2 9 9 4 , 9 1 6 7 2 2 . 7

A kron 6 57 5 , 5 8 0 4 , 8 2 3 7 4 9 . 3

■New Y ork 9 1 , 0 0 0 1 5 2 , 0 0 0 6 1 , 0 0 0 5 0 9 . 9

•Com piled from  d a ta  i n :  Jo h n  H. F r a n k l in ,  From
a v e ry  to  Freedom  (New Y o rk : A lf re d  A. K nopf, 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,S la v e  

PP
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i n s t a n c e s  w h ite  p e rso n s  who l o s t  t h e i r  fa rm s  and b e t t e r  Jobs 

i n  th e  c i t y  b eg an  t o  move in  on th e  N egro i n  heavy u n s k i l l e d  

o c c u p a t io n s ,  ev en  i n  s e r v i c e  o c c u p a t io n s ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Job 

o f  th e  s o u th e r n  N eg ro .^

The v i s i o n  o f  th e  N o rth  a s  a "P rom ised  Land" w hich  th e  

N egro  n e w sp ap e rs  p ic tu r e d  t o  th e  s o u th e r n  N egro o f f e r e d  th e  

s o u th e r n  N egro a s o l u t i o n  t o  h i s  econom ic p ro b le m ,^  In  a d d i 

t i o n ,  t h e  N egro h e a rd  o f  new o p e n in g s  from  la b o r  a g e n t s 'S e n t  

down by  n o r th e r n  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  s e e k  t h e  N egro a s  an  u n s k i l l e d  

l a b o r e r .  A s h a rp  d e c l in e  i n  f o r e i g n  im m ig ra t io n  had c r e a te d  

a l a b o r  s h o r t a g e  t h a t  s e n t  a g e n ts  fro m  t h e  N o rth  t o  th e  S o u th  

t o  e n t i c e  N e g ro e s , a s  w e l l  a s  W h ite s ,  t o  move N o rth  t o  s e c u re  

em ploym ent I n  I n d u s t r y . 3 I t  I s  no  w o n d e r, th e n ,  t h a t  th e  

p r o s p e c t s  o f  n o r th e r n  p r o s p e r i t y  a f f o r d e d  g r e a t  Im p e tu s  t o  

n o r th w a rd  m ig r a t io n .

A lth o u g h  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l c a u s e  o f  t h e  exodus fro m  th e  

S o u th  w as e c o n a n lc ,  t h e r e  w ere  a l s o  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  w hich  I n 

f lu e n c e d  t h e  m ig r a t io n  o f  th e  N egro  t o  t h e  N o r th .  The N o rth  

w as n o t  o n ly  a  p la c e  w here th e  N egro  w ould  r e c e iv e  h ig h e r  

w a g e s , b u t  I t  w as a l s o  a p la c e  w h ere  h e  w ould be  f r e e r ,  o r  

w h ere  a  "man was a m an ."  I n  t h e  S o u th  t h e  N egro  was s u b je c te d  

t o  I n j u s t i c e s  i n  c o u r t ,  l a c k  o f  p r i v i l e g e s ,  d i s f r a n c h is e m e n t ,

^ B o se , The N egro i n  A m erica ,  p .  6 3 .

2 p r a z l e r ,  The N egro I n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  p .  5 8 9 .

^ F ran k lin , From S lavery  t o  Freedom, p . 4 6 4 .
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s e g r a t i o n ,  and ly n c h in g .  The N o rth  o f f e r e d  freed o m  o f  move

m en t, ch an ce  f o r  em ploym ent, t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o te ,  and th e  o p p o r

t u n i t y  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  g e t  an  e d u c a t io n .

F r a z i e r  d e s c r i b e s  th e  m ig r a t io n  o f  th e  N egroes t o  th e

N o rth  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a ra g ra p h :

. . .A s  news o f  th e  N o rth  a s  a P rom ised  Land s p re a d  among 
th e  S o u th e rn  N e g ro e s , w ho le  co m m u n itie s  p ick e d  up t h e i r  
m eagre p o s s e s s io n s  and J o in e d  th e  h e g i r a  t o  th e  N o r th .
In  f a c t ,  th e  l e a d e r s  i n  th e  c h u rc h e s  and lo d g e s  fo llo w e d  
th e  m asses  i n s t e a d  o f  l e a d in g  them  t o  th e  P rem ised  Land 
o f  th e  N o r th .  Even th e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  
N egroes w ere  u naw are  a t  f i r s t  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  
f l i g h t  o f  th e  N egro  fro m  th e  f e u d a l  s o u th  t o  th e  freed o m  
o f  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s . ^

W oodson, one o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  and m ost d i s t i n g u i s h e d

s c h o la r s  and a u t h o r i t i e s  on  N egro  l i f e  and h i s t o r y ,  w r i t e s :

W hile  many w ere  moved by  t h e  c h an ce  t o  am ass f a b u lo u s  
sum s, th e y  a l l  s ig h e d  w i th  r e l i e f  a t  t h e  th o u g h t t h a t  th e y  
co u ld  a t  l a s t  go t o  a c o u n t r y  w here  th e y  c o u ld  e d u c a te  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from  i n s u l t s ,  and 
e n jo y  th e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r . =

I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  on  t h e  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  

m ig r a t io n  o f  th e  N egro  fro m  t h e  S o u th ,  Rose m akes th e  f o l lo w 

in g  s ta t e m e n t :

A l l ie d  w i th  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  econom ic im provem ent was t h e  
d e s i r e  f o r  s o c i a l  im p ro v e m e n t. L ik e  many o t h e r  o p p re s s e d  
p e o p le ,  N eg ro es  p la c e  h ig h  prem ium  on  e d u c a t io n .  I n  t h e  
N o rth  N eg ro es  n o t  o n ly  ccMild go  t o  m ore and b e t t e r  s c h o o ls  
b u t  th e y  c o u ld  e a s i l y  e a r n  t h e  money t o  go t o  th em . Many 
N egroes a l s o  f e l t  t h e y  c o u ld  no  lo n g e r  t o l e r a t e  t h e i r  
s u b o r d in a te  and r e s t r i c t e d  p o s i t i o n .  The g e n e r a l  f re e d o m , 
e x c i te m e n t  and t h e  a n o n y m ity  o f  c i t y  l i f e  a t t r a c t e d  many

^ F r a z i e r ,  % e  N eg ro  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  p .  5 8 9 .

^ C a r t e r  G . W oodson, % e  N egro  i n  Our H is to r y  
(W a sh in g to n , D . C . ,  The A s s o c ia te d  P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 2 1 ) , 
p .  3 1 0 .
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r u r a l  s o u th e r n  N e g ro e s .^

However, l i v i n g  in  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s  p r e s e n te d  many 

p ro b lem s w hich  th e  n e g ro  had n o t a n t i c i p a t e d .  A lth o u g h  he 

had e sca p ed  p o l i t i c a l  d i s f r a n c h is e m e n t ,  c o n d i t io n s  w hich  w ere 

c o n d u c iv e  t o  i l l i t e r a c y ,  and p oor s c h o o ls ,  t h e r e  w ere  o th e r  

p ro b lem s w ith  w hich  he had t o  c o n te n d . T h ere  w ere  a d ju s tm e n ts  

t o  b e  made t o  a f a s t e r  p ace  and g r e a t e r  e x a c tn e s s  o f  n o r th e r n  

i n d u s t r y .  R a c ia l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and s o c i a l  o s t r a c i s m  w ere 

found  t o  be  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  N o rth  no l e s s  th a n  o f  th e  

S o u th . Race p r e ju d ic e  n a t u r a l l y  p u t d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  th e  way 

o f  h i s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  i n d u s t r y .  W hite em p lo y ers  so m etim es r e 

fu se d  t o  h i r e  him and w h ite  em ployees som etim es r e f u s e d  t o  

w ork w i th  h im . B etw een  i8 6 0  and 1900  t h e r e  w ere  t h i r t y  s t r l l e s  

r e p o r te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  em ploym ent o f  N egro w o rk e rs ,  e i g h t  I n  th e  

d e c a d e  i 860  and I 890 and tw e n ty - tw o  I n  th e  d e c a d e  I 890  and 

190 0 . W here he d id  make te m p o ra ry  In ro a d s  I n  i n d u s t r y ,  

advancem en t was n o t  a s  r a p id  n o r  a s  f r e q u e n t  a s  h e  had 

v i s u a l i z e d . 2

As a r e s u l t  o f  r a c i a l  b a r r i e r s ,  and h i s  I n e f f i c i e n c y  

and l a c k  o f  s k i l l ,  t h e  N egro w as r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  m o st m e n ia l  

and lo w e s t  p a id  fo rm s o f  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r  and d o m e s tic  s e r v i c e .  

I n  o f f i c e s ,  s t o r e s ,  s h o p s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and e v e n  i n  u n io n s  t h e r e

^R ose, The N egro  i n  A m erica , p .  6 7 •

^ S t e r l i n g  D . S p e ro  and Abram L . H a r r i s ,  The N egro  and 
t h e  L a b o r Movement (New Y ork : Colum bia U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s l
m i n ' p r m : —
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w as no room f o r  n o n w h ite s .  C o n s e q u e n tly , p o v e r ty  and 

p a u p e rism  w ere w id e sp re a d  among N e g ro e s .

U n re s t and r a c i a l  h o s t i l i t y  w ere f u r t h e r  I n t e n s i f i e d  

by th e  p rob lem s o f  h o u s in g  th e  r a p i d ly  e x p an d in g  N egro popu

l a t i o n .  W ith l i t t l e  money t o  sp e n d , th e  N egro c o u ld  n o t 

a f f o r d  c l e a n ,  d e c e n t  a c c o m o d a tio n s . T h e re f o re ,  he was h e rd ed  

i n t o  s q u a l id .  In a d e q u a te  q u a r t e r s  and In  many I n s ta n c e s  fo rc e d  

t o  l i v e  In  s lu m s .^

An o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League

c a r r i e s  t h i s  s ta te m e n t :

The new com ers. I l l - p r e p a r e d ,  came p u r s u in g  th e  p ro m ise  o f  
a b r i g h t  f u t u r e  b a se d  on  a  s te a d y  pay  c h e c k , and w ere  
fu n n e l le d  I n to  s q u a l id  s lu m s and e x p l o i t e d .  Two t o  t h r e e  
th o u san d  s t r a n g e ,  f r i e n d l e s s  p e rso n s  w ere  b e in g  dumped a t  
r a i l r o a d  t e r m in a l s  and w h arv es  i n  New Y ork a r e a  e a c h  y e a r .  
The women becam e t h e  p r e y  o f  u n s c ru p u lo u s  em ploym ent 
a g e n c ie s . 2

The N egro was l e f t  t o  s h i f t  f o r  h im s e l f  and t o  make 

w h a te v e r  a d ju s tm e n ts  h e  c o u ld  i n  h i s  new econom ic e n v i r o n -  

m e n t .  Tzrue, t h e r e  w ere  a  few  s c a t t e r e d  e f f o r t s  t o  s o lv e  some 

o f  th e  p ro b lem s on a  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  su c h  a s  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  

o f  s e t t l e m e n t  h o u se s  an d  n e ig h b o rh o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  v a r io u s  

c i t i e s .  B u t t h e  s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  N egro and h i s  

p r e c a r i o u s  econom ic p o s i t i o n  c r e a te d  a p ro b lem  w h ic h , a c c o r d 

in g  t o  F r a n k l i n ,  was s o  b ro a d  i n  sco p e  and d eep  i n  im p l i c a 

t i o n s  t h a t  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  a t t a c k  on i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  make

^N gtlonal Urban League, P u rsu it o f  H appiness, p . 15 .

^ I b i d . ,  p .  18 .
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more th a n  a d e n t  I n  s o lv in g  i t . ^

H ay n es, who made an  e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f  th e  econom ic

and s o c i a l  p ro b le m s o f  th e  N egro in  New Y o rk , w r i t e s ;

S in c e  t h e s e  econom ic and s o c i a l  c a u s e s  b id  f a i r  t o  co n 
t i n u e  t h e i r  i n f lu e n c e  f o r  an  I n d e f i n i t e  t im e ,  th e  co n 
c e n t r a t i o n  o f  N egroes i n  U rban c e n t e r s  m akes im p e ra t iv e  
th e  need  o f  know ledge and m ethods o f  d e a l in g  w i th  p ro b 
lem s t h a t  f a c e  t h e  N egro and n a t io n  i n  t h e s e  g row ing  
u rb a n  c e n t e r s .  T hese q u e s t io n s  o f  how t o  l i v e  in  a c i t y  
a r e  p ro b le m s  o f  h e a l t h ,  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and o f  m o ra ls .  
They a r e  eco n o m ic , s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e d u c a t io n a l  and 
r e l i g i o u s . 2

I t  was u n d e r  su c h  c o n d i t io n s  t h e  p ro g ram  o f  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague was c o n c e iv e d .  P e rs o n s  who had s u f f i 

c i e n t  p r a c t i c a l  f o r e s i g h t  and s p i r i t u a l  i n s i g h t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

th e  f u t u r e  g ro w th , p r o g r e s s ,  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r  n a t io n  

depend u p o n  a n  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a l l  men o f  a l l  r a c e s ,  

c o l o r s ,  and  c r e e d s ,  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  and s k i l l  f o r  

t h e  ad v an cem en t o f  t h e i r  own w e l f a r e  and  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l . 3 

T h u s , t h e  p ro b le m  o f  im p ro v in g  th e  e c o n a s lc  and  s o c i a l  co n 

d i t i o n s  o f  H eg ro es  i n  u rb a n  c e n t e r s  becam e t h e  m ain  o b j e c t i v e  

o f  th e  U rb an  L e ag u e .

The N a t io n a l  Movement

The U rban  L e ag u e , w h ich  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  b u t  l e a s t  p u b l i 

c iz e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  N egro  and  W h ite  r e l a t i o n s ,  

owes i t s  o r i g i n  and  d e v e lo p m e n t t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  tw o

f r a n k l i n .  Prom  S la v e r y  t o  F reed o m , p .  4 # 3 .

^ B a y n e s , N e g r o . . . i n  New Y ork C i t y ,  p .  4 2 .

3 N a tio n a l Urban League, P u rsu it o f  H appiness, p . 3 .
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p e o p le ,  G eorge H aynes and M rs. W illia m  B a ld w in , J r .

N egro m ig ra n ts  who w ere e x p lo i t e d  by w h ite  em p lo y ers  

became th e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  a young s o c i a l  w o rk e r  named 

P ra n c e s  K e l l e r ,  and a s m a l l ,  dynam ic New E n g la n d e r ,  M rs. R u th  

S ta n d is h  B a ld w in . I n  1905, th e y  fou n d ed  th e  League f o r  th e  

P r o te c t i o n  o f  C o lo red  Women.^ The f o l lo w in g  y e a r  th e  

C om m ittee f o r  Im p ro v in g  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n d i t io n s  o f  N egroes 

i n  New Y ork was o r g a n iz e d .  I t  had a s  i t s  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t s  

t h e  p r tm o tlo n  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  em ploym ent 

a g e n c ie s  f o r  a r t i s a n s  and th e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  s o c i a l  w ork 

among N e g ro e s .

G eorge Edmund H aynes, a young  N eg ro , w r i t i n g  h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D o c to r  o f  P h ilo s o p h y  d e g re e  a t  C olum bia 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  p ro b lem  o f  a d a p t in g  t h e  r u r a l  

s o u th e r n  N egro t o  h i s  new i n d u s t r i a l ,  n o r th e r n  e n v iro n m e n t 

i in y o lv e d  m ore th a n  f i n d i n g  jo b s  and s a v in g  t h e  N egro women 

fro m  " b la c k  s l a v e r y . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  N egro had a  p la c e  i n  

A m erican  s o c i e ty  and econtxny and t h a t  t h i s  p la c e  c o u ld  b e s t  

b e  a t t a i n e d  by  b ro a d  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  in c lu d in g  e d u c a t io n  and 

a d ju s tm e n t  o f  t h e  N egro t o  h i s  new e n v iro n m e n t.  He w en t t o  

R u th  S ta n d is h  B a ld w in  w i th  h i s  i d e a s .  She becam e i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  h i s  wox4c and i n  1910 th e y  o rg a n iz e d  t h e  C<Mmnittee on U rban

^R. W, R ie s ,  "Answ er t o  t h e  N egro P ro b le m ," C o ro n e t 
H V  ( A p r i l ,  1 9 4 9 ) , p p . 1 2 9 -1 3 2 .

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L e ag u e , S to r y  o f  t h e  U rban  League 
(New Y ork : N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e , t o e . ,  l 9 5 b ) ,  p .  Ÿ.
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C o n d i t io n s  among N eg ro e s .

Haynes made an  e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  and 

econom ic c o n d i t io n s  among N egroes i n  New Y ork . F a c to r s  t h a t  

c a l l e d  f o r  re m e d ia l a c t i o n  w ere d o cu m en ted . He made a r e p o r t  

o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  a J o in t  co m m ittee  m e e tin g  o f  

t h e  League f o r  th e  P r o te c t io n  o f  C o lo red  Women and th e  

C om m ittee f o r  Im p ro v in g  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n d it io n s  among N e g ro e s . 

I n t e r e s t  was so  g r e a t  I n  h i s  f i n d i n g s ,  t h a t  a co m m ittee  was 

form ed t o  a c t  a s  a c o o r d in a t in g  a g e n c y . The p u rp o se  o f  th e  

c o m m ittee  was to  d e v e lo p  a l a r g e r  program  o f  com m unity l i f e  

f o r  t h e  Neg;roes i n  New Y ork . ^

Im m ed ia te ly  p la n s  w ere  begun  f o r  im p ro v in g  th e  s o c i a l  

and econom ic c o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  N eg ro . I n  1911 t h e  C om m ittee 

on U rban C o n d it io n s  m erged t o  fo rm  th e  N a t io n a l  League on 

U rban C o n d it io n s  now known a s  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e , w i th  

D r .  H aynes a s  i t s  D i r e c t o r ,  and Eugene F in c k le  Jo n e s  o f  

L o u i s v i l l e ,  K en tu ck y , a s  F i e l d  D i r e c t o r . ^

U nder th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  H aynes, t h e  L eague b eg an  t o  

expand t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  u n d e r 

to o k  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  new o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  N egroes i n  i n d u s t r y ,  

and t o  a s s i s t  new ly  a r r i v e d  N eg ro es  i n  t h e i r  p ro b lem s o f  

a d ju s tm e n t  i n  t h e  u rb a n  c e n t e r s .  P rogram s w ere  i n s t i t u t e d  

f o r  m e e tin g  th e  m ig r a n ts ,  d i r e c t i n g  them  t o  J o b s , lo d g in g ,

^ N a tio n a l  U rban  L e a g u e , B u i ld in g  f o r  t h e  F u tu re  
(New Y o rk : N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , I n c . ,  1 9 4 6 ), p .  2 3 .

O
F ran k lin , From S la v ery  to  Freed(xn, p . 4 4 $ .
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and o f f e r i n g  in f o r m a t io n  on how t o  l i v e  i n  th e  c i t y .  C la s s e s  

w ere o rg a n iz e d  i n  r e a d in g  and w r i t i n g ,  c h i ld  c a r e ,  and in  

s e m i - s k i l l e d  and s k i l l e d  t r a d e s .  P lay  g ro u p s  w ere o rg a n iz e d  

f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  c h i l d r e n .  The movement grew  s o  r a p i d ly  t h a t  

by 1915 t h e r e  w ere  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League in  

w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  c i t i e s ,  in c lu d in g  C h icag o , D e t r o i t ,  P h i la 

d e lp h ia  and B u f f a l o ,  New Y o rk . The League s t a f f  s o l i c i t e d  

th e  h e lp  o f  m a y o rs , h e a l t h  c o m m iss io n e rs , and b o a rd s  o f  

e d u c a t io n  i n  m ak ing  p u b l ic  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l .  I t  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f e l lo w s h ip s  t o  s u p p o r t  s tu d e n t s  w h ile  s tu d y in g  

a t  th e  s c h o o l  o f  P h i la n th ro p y  i n  New Y ork , I t s  p rogram  o f 

t r a i n i n g  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  many o f  A m e ric a 's  

m ost d i s t i n g u i s h e d  N egro s o c i a l  w ork l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  

g e n e r a t i o n .  I n  1919 a S o u th e rn  F ie ld  D iv is io n  w as s e t  up i n  

A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  n eed s  o c c a s s io n e d  by  i n t r a -  

r e g i o n a l  and  r u r a l - u r b a n  m ig r a t io n .  The w estw ard  t r e n d  o f  

th e  le a g u e  m o v a a e n t, a c c e l e r a t e d  s in c e  1 9 ^ 0 , r e f l e c t s  th e  

I n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  m eet th e  n e e d s  o c c a s io n e d  by 

l a r g e - s c a l e  m ig r a t io n  o f  N egroes t o  su ch  co m m u n itie s  a s  

D e n v e r, F b o e n iz ,  P o r t l a n d ,  and San F r a n c i s c o .^

T h e re  a r e  l o c a l  a f f i l i a t e s  i n  62 c i t i e s  i n  31 s t a t e s .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

o f  th e  U zhan L eague i s  b a se d  upon a h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  r e s p e c t  

f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  ccm ununity, a t t e s t i n g  t o  th e

h ta tto o B l  Uzitan League, P u rsu it o f  H appiness, p . 2? ,
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b e l i e f  t h a t  c o m m u n itie s , l i k e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  have t h e i r  

d i f f e r e n c e s . ^

The N a t io n a l  U rban L eague, a s  in d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i s  

an  i n t e r r a c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  g o v ern ed  by an  e x e c u t iv e  

b o ard  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  p e r s o n s ,  o f  whom e i g h t  a r e  N egroes and 

t h i r t e e n  w h i t e s ,  and a N a t io n a l  C om m ittee o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  

m em bers, tw e n ty - th r e e  w h ite s  and s i x t e e n  N e g ro e s . I t  h as  

445  f u l l  t im e  em p lo y e rs  and o v e r  4 ,0 0 0  v o lu n te e r  b o a rd  and 

co m m ittee  m em bers, and o p e r a te s  on a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t o f  n e a r ly  

$ 1 , 25 0 , 0 0 0 . I t  i s  f in a n c e d  by g r a n t s  fro m  f u n d s ,  d u e s  from  

m em bersh ips o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  I n d i v i d u a l s ,  m em b ersh ip s, 

b u s in e s s e s ,  and by l o c a l  a f f i l i a t e s . ^

F o r  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  th e  U rban  L eague h a s  b een  a 

m a jo r  f o r c e  i n  p ro m o tin g  v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e  and t r a i n i n g  

f o r  i n - s c h o o l  and o u t - o f - s c h o o l  N egro y o u th  and f o r  young 

N egro w o r k e r s .  E ach  y e a r  f o r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  t h e  L eague h as  

s p o n so re d  a V o c a t io n a l  O p p o r tu n ity  Cam paign known a s  (VOC). 

The L eague a l s o  o f f e r s  a y e a r - ro u n d  v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e  

s e r v i c e  t o  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and s o c i a l  and c i v i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o rk in g  w i th  y o u th .3

I n  J u n e  o f  1 $ 4 2 , a s m a ll  I n t e r r a c i a l  g ro u p  o f  young 

p e o p le  m et and  form ed a n  o r g a n iz a t io n  c a l l e d  t h e  N a t io n a l

^ F r a n k l in ,  From  S la v e r y  t o  F reed o m , p .  4 4 3 .

^ R o se , The N egro i n  A m erica , p .  6 3 .

^ R a t io n a l  U rban  L eague , P u r s u i t  o f  H a p p in e s s , p .  2 3 .
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U rban League G u i ld . The g ro u p  drew  up a b ro ad  p rogram  o f  

c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  a means o f  im p ro v in g  r a c e  

r e l a t i o n s  and o f  f o c u s in g  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  p rogram  o f  th e  

N a tio n a l  U rban  L eag u e . I n  1950 t h e r e  w ere  26 a f f i l i a t e d  

g u i ld s  and tw o a u x i l i a r y  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  l o c a l  

le a g u e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y .^

The e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League 

i s  L e s te r  B . G ra n g e r , a g r a d u a te  o f  D artm o u th  C o l le g e .

Mr. G ra n g e r  h a s  s e rv e d  th e  A m erican  com m unity f o r  o v e r  30 

y e a r s ,  a s  b o th  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and v o lu n te e r  w o rk e r  i n  a v a r i e t y  

o f  c a p a c i t i e s .  As E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban 

L eague , a  p o s i t i o n  he  h a s  h e ld  s in c e  1941 , h e  h a s  b e e n  i n  

c o n s ta n t  to u c h  w i th  s o c i a l  t r e n d s  and d e v e lo p m e n ts  th ro u g h 

o u t  th e  c o u n t r y .  H is  w r i t i n g s  a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  many th ro u g h  

a r t i c l e s  i n  S u rv e y  and th e  S o c i a l  Woric Y e a r B ook .

D u r in g  th e  f i r s t  w o rld  w ar t h e  n o r th w a rd  s tr e a m  o f  

m ig r a t io n  b u r s t  i n t o  a t o r r e n t  when one h a l f  m i l l i o n  N egroes 

m ig ra te d  d u r in g  th e  w ar and a n o th e r  h a l f  m i l l i o n  b e tw ee n  

1921 and 1 9 2 4 .  I n  o r d e r  t o  m ee t t h e  dem ands b y  t h i s  new i n 

f l u x  o f  N e g r o e s , '^ h e  U rban L eague b ro ad en ed  i t s  p ro g ram  t o  

in c lu d e  a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s .^

% e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League p u b l i s h e s  tw o  m a g a z in e s . 

O p p o r tu n i ty ,  and th e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  one a d d re s s e d  t o  th e

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , P u r s u i t  o f  H a p p in e s s ,  p .  2 8 . 

^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 1 .
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g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  th e  o t h e r  s e r v in g  a s  house o rg a n . The p u b l i 

c a t i o n  o f  O p p o r tu n ity  was i n i t i a t e d  in  1923 a s  a means o f  

b r in g in g  th e  w ork o f  N egro w r i t e r s  t o  r e c o g n i t io n .  F iv e  

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  e d i t o r s  f e l t  t h e i r  p o in t  had b een  accom 

p l i s h e d  and th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  m agazine  was changed t o  c o v e r  

c o n d i t io n s  and t r e n d s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  N egro and th e  w h ite  in  

h i s  c o n t a c t s  w i th  N e g ro e s . However, i n  1949, when th e  ob

j e c t i v e  had b e e n  a c h ie v e d ,  th e  m agazine  was su sp en d ed

Prom th e  v e ry  o u t s e t ,  th e  League ad o p ted  a s  i t s  

p o l ic y  s tu d y ,  p e r s u a s io n ,  and e d u c a t io n  b ased  on f a c t s .  I t  

a s k s  " n o t a lm s b u t  o p p o r tu n i ty "  f o r  N e g ro es . I t s  m o tto  I s  

"A m erican Teamwork W o rk s ."  I t  s e e k s  t o  c r e a t e  th ro u g h  I n t e r 

r a c i a l  g o o d w il l  and c o o p e r a t io n ,  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  and e f f e c t i v e  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  com m unity  r e s o u r c e s ,  an  A m erican  s o c i e t y  f r e e  

from  r a c i a l  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  and s o c i a l  I n d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  I s  

th e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  L eague t h a t :

One c a n n o t a r r i v e  a t  a  g o a l  u n l e s s  t h a t  g o a l  I s  c l e a r l y  
d e f in e d  and t h e  r o u t e s  c a r e f u l l y  l a i d  o u t .  F o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  a l l  t h e  % b a n  L e a g u e 's  a c t i v i t i e s  s t a r t  w i th  
r e s e a r c h . . . a  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  a l l  t h e  f a c t s ,  and an  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  h e lp  o r  h in d e r  
a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o a l . 2

A c c o rd in g  t o  W heel:

The w ork  o f  t h e  Ü rb an  L eague c a l l s  f o r  t h e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  
e d u c a to r ,  t h e  h o u s in g  e x p e r t ,  t h e  p s y c h o lo g i s t ,  t h e  
e c o n o m is t and many o t h e r s  I n  s p e c i a l i z e d  f i e l d s  o f  
know ledge  and  e n d e a v o r  a s  w e l l  a s  p e o p le  o f  g o o d w ill

I b i d . ,  p .  2 2 .

^ N a t io n a l  U rb an  L eag u e , Y e s te rd a y  I s  H ere  (New Y o rk : 
N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e^  I n c , ,  1 9 5 b )> P« o .
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e v e ry w h e re . . .
The work o f  th e  v a r io u s  e x p e r t s  m ust be p r o p e r ly  c o o r d i 
n a te d ,  f o r  th e  p ro b lem s o f  h o u s in g , e d u c a t io n .  Jo b s  and 
o th e r s  a r e  a l l  I n t im a te ly  r e l a t e d ,  and th e  s o l u t i o n  o f  
one m ost o f te n  d ep en d s  on w hat I s  done w ith  th e  o t h e r s . ^

The g row th  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League movement I s

shown I n  T ab le  I I .

^T heodore W. K heel« "An A nalogy  f o r  Race R e l a t i o n s . "  
An a d d r e s s  a c c e p t in g  t h e  P re s id e n c y  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  
L eague a t  th e  A nnual N a t io n a l  L eague C o n fe re n c e , S h e ra to n  
G ib so n  a o t e l ,  C l n c l n n a t t l ,  O h io , S ep te m b e r 7 ,  I 9 5 6 .
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GROWTH OP THE LEAGUE MOVEMENT* 
(By F iv e -Y e a r  I n t e r v a l s )

Y ear
No. Em ployees 
(A pprox im ate)

No.
A f f i l i a t e s

B u d g e ts
N a t io n a l  

H e a d q u a r te r s  A f f i l i a t e s To t a l

1910 2 0 $ 8 ,5 0 0 $ 0 , 0 0 0 $ 9 , 5 0 0

1915 15 9 2 4 ,9 0 0 2 0 , 0 0 0 4 4 ,9 0 0

1920 85 30 2 7 ,7 0 0 1 1 7 , ^ 0 0 1 4 5 ,  ICO

1925 125 28 5 8 ,6 0 0 4 0 0 ,0 0 0 4 5 9 , 6 0 0

1930 185 42 7 6 ,2 0 0 5 0 6 ,0 0 0 5 8 2 , 2 0 0

1935 21c 44 6 3 ,2 0 0 4 4 1 ,6 0 0 5 0 4 ,8 0 0

1940 2^5 45 5 9 ,1 0 0 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 6 0 9 , 2 0 0

1945 320 51 10 0 ,5 0 0 9 2 4 , 0 8 0 1 , 0 3 4 , 5 8 0

1950 395 58.. 1 7 0 ,133 1 ,2 4 5 ,9 3 9 1 , 4 1 6 , 0 7 2

♦ N a tio n a l U rban L eague, P u r s u i t  o f  H a p p in e s s , p .  2 3 .



CHAPTER I I  

THE COMMUNITY

I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  I n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague upon  t h e  com m unity , i t  i s  f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r 

s ta n d  so m e th in g  o f  th e  background  o f  th e  com m unity i n  w hich  

th e  U rban  L eague f u n c t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  p r e s e n te d  a 

b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  and i t s  c u l t u r a l  and econom ic 

a d v a n ta g e s .  The f a c t  t h a t  N egroes d id  n o t  s h a r e  e q u a l ly  i n  

t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  was t h e  p r im a ry  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  U rb an  L e ag u e .

H is to r y  o f  Oklahoma C i ty

(Nclahoma C i ty  w as founded  and grew  t o  m a tu r i t y  i n  th e  

l i f e t i m e  o f  some o f  i t s  p r e s e n t  c i t i z e n s .  I t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e ,  

w h ich  i s  n e a r  t h e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s o u th w e s t ,  

was in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  s e t  a s id e  b y  C o n g re s s  i n  1834 

u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  I n d ia n  T e r r i t o r y  a s  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  

t h e  f i v e  c i v i l i z e d  t r i b e s ,  t h e  C h e ro k e e s , C re e k s ,  S e m in o le s , 

C h o c taw s, C b ic k a s h a s ,  and o f  th e  Quapaw A gency.

When t h e  C i v i l  War b ro k e  o u t  t h e  I n d ia n s  o f  th e  f i v e  

c i v i l i z e d  t r i b e s  t r i e d  t o  re m a in  n e u t r a l ,  b u t ,  b e c a u s e  th e y

22
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w e r e  a s l a v e h o l d i n ç  p e o p l e ,  t h e  w h i t e s  and s o r e  o f  t h e i r  

h a l f b r e c d  members i n  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e  o f  A r k a n s a s  were  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c o m m i t t i n g  f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  t o  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  t h e  S o u t h .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  

C o n f e d e r a c y  a l l  f i v e  t r i b e s  w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  

T r e a t i e s  o f  Peace  i n  IB66 w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  They w e re  

c o m p e l l e d  f o r  a n o m i n a l  f e e  o f  f i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  c e n t s  p e r  

a c r e  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s  a s  a 

p e n a l t y  f o r  t h e i r  d e f e c t i o n s . ^

A cco rd in g  t o  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  t r e a t y ,  th e  t r i b e s  gave 

t o  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  g o v ern m en t p e rm is s io n  to  s e t t l e  o th e r  

I n d ia n s  and freed m en  on th e  w e s te r n  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  

T h e re  rem ain ed  an  u n a s s lg n e d  t r a c t  o f  c h o ic e  lan d  o f  1 , 8 8 7 ,8 0 0  

a c r e s  I n  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y .  A g i t a t io n  f o r  th e  

o p e n in g  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  t o  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  in c r e a s e d  u n t i l ,  

on M arch 2 3 , I 889 ,  C o n g re ss  a p p r o p r ia t e d  money t o  p u rc h a se  

t i t l e  t o  t h i s  u n a s s lg n e d  l a n d . Im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  p u r 

c h a s e  was m ade. P r e s id e n t  B e n ja m in  H a r r is o n  is s u e d  a p r o c l a 

m a tio n  a n n o u n c in g  t h a t  t h e  la n d  w ould b e  opened f o r  s e t t l e 

m ent a t  tw e lv e  o 'c lo c k  noon  on  A p r i l  2 2 , I 8 8 9 .

On t h a t  d a te  o c c u r re d  t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l  " ru n "  in  w h ich  

many th o u s a n d s  engaged i n  a w ild  s c ra m b le  f o r  l a n d .  The 

la n d ' th u s  o c c u p ie d  becam e s u b s t a n t i a l l y  th e  p r e s e n t  c o u n t i e s

^"Oklahom a C i ty  O k lah o m a,"  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  B r i t a n n i c a ,  
1951  e d i t i o n ,  XVI, p .  7 5 7 . -----------------------------
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C le v e la n d *  Oklahoma * C anad ian*  K in g f is h e r*  Logan and P ay n e . 

The g r e a t e s t  number s e t t l e d  on w hat i s  now w i th in  c o r p o r a te  

l i m i t a  o f  Oklahoma C i ty .

At th e  h ou r s e t  f o r  th e  o p en in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 ,0 0 0  

p eo p le*  who had t r a v e l e d  by wagon* t r a in *  h o rseb ack *  tw o

w h ee led  c a r t s *  and on fo o t*  fro m  n e a r ly  e v e ry  s t a t e  i n  th e  

u n io n , w ere  s e t t l e d  on th e  b o rd e r*  a w a i t in g  th e  s i g n a l .  

C a v a lry  men* s t a t i o n e d  a t  e l e v a te d  p o in t s  a lo n g  th e  l in e *  s a t  

on t h e i r  h o rse s*  e a c h  w i th  a w a tch  i n  one hand and a p i s t o l  

i n  th e  o t h e r .  As th e  h a n d s  p o in te d  t o  tw e lv e*  th e  s o l d i e r s  

f i r e d  t h e i r  p i s t o l s  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  W ith  a g r e a t  r o a r ,  t h e  

crow d d ash ed  a c r o s s  th e  l i n e  i n  a w ild  ru s h  f o r  hom es.^

B etw een  noon and sundow n o f  th e  f i r s t  d ay  a  c i t y  o f  

1 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  had come i n t o  b e in g  on  th e  r o l l i n g  p r a i r i e  

a lo n g  t h e  b an k s  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a n a d ia n  R iv e r .  The p la c e  w here  

o n ly  a  s m a l l  S a n ta  F e S t a t i o n  aikl t h r e e  c ru d e  fram e  b u i l d i n g s  

had s to o d  t h a t  m o rn in g , b y  n i g h t f a l l  was a  s e e th in g  com m unity 

o f  o u t s t r e t c h e d  h u ts  and  t e n t s .  S t o r e s ,  s h o p s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  

and b a n k s  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  t e n t s ,  and p e rm an en t wooden 

s t r u c t u r e s  w ere  I n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  g o in g  u p . T h u s , th e  

c i t i z e n s  o f  O klahaaa C i ty  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  

a l i t t l e  c i t y  t h a t  had c o n e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  

one s i n g l e  d a y .

The p e c u l i a r  m ethod o f  o p e n in g  th e  la n d  t o  s e t t l e m e n t

^Edward £ .  D a le  and  M o rr is  L . W a rd e l l ,  H is to r y  o f  
O iclahaaa—(Hew Y ork : P r e n t l e e - B a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 4 8 ) , p .̂ —
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a t t r a c t e d  p e rso n s  o f  w id e ly  v a r ie d  I n t e r e s t s  and b a c k g ro u n d s . 

M ost o f  them  w ere o f  A m erican  s to c k ,  th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere a few 

o f  G enaan and S c a n d in a v ia n  d e s c e n t .  Many o f  th e  e a r l y  

s e t t l e r s  w ere young p e o p le ,  r e s t l e s s ,  a m b it io u s  and e a g e r  

f o r  a d v e n tu r e .  A lso  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  num ber t h a t  made th e  

h i s t o r i c  ru n  w ere p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, la w y e rs ,  d o c t o r s ,  m in i

s t e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  m e rc h a n ts  and lan d  s p e c u l a t o r s .  I t  i s  t o  

b e  e x p e c te d  t h a t  su c h  an  o p e n in g  would b r in g  th e  u s u a l  p e r 

c e n ta g e  o f  u n d e rw o rld  c h a r a c t e r s ,  g a m b le rs , c o n f id e n c e  men 

and o t h e r s  o f  i l l  r e p u t e .  How ever, s in c e  m ost o f  th e  s e t t l e r s  

w ere  p o o r ,  h o n e s t  and c o n s c i e n t io u s ,  t h e  u n d e s i r a b le  popu

l a t i o n ,  a f t e r  th e  e x c i te m e n t  o f  th e  o p e n in g  had p a s s e d ,  moved 

on t o  a  m ore c o n g e n ia l  a tm o sp h e re  o f  "e a sy  m o n ey .” T hus, 

(Xclahoma C i ty  was p o p u la te d  by a s t r o n g ,  y o u t h f u l ,  a g g r e s s iv e  

p e o p le ,  c o s m o p o lita n  i n  o r i g i n ,  p r o g r e s s iv e  i n  o u t lo o k ,  and 

i n  many c a s e s ,  r e g a r d in g  econm nic advancem ent a s  th e  t r u e  

s ta n d a r d  o f  s u c c e s s .^

The O rg an ic  A ct o f  May 2 ,  1890 , p ro v id e d  f o r  o rg a n iz e d  

g o v e rn m en t i n  th e  new ly  opened l a n d s .  By a s u p p le m e n ta l  a c t  

o f  May 1 4 , 1890 ,  p r o v is io n  was made f o r  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  t o  b e  e x 

p en d ed  Iqr th e  g o v e rn o r  i n  te m p o ra ry  s u p p o r t  and a id  o f  common 

s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  a s  so o n  a s  a  sy s te m  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  c o u ld  

b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  a s se m b ly .

^ I b i d . .  p p . 257 - 2 5 8 .
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P r o v is io n s  F o r  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  I n  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y

An s e t  o f  th e  f i r s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  A ssem bly 

p ro v id e d  f o r  a sy s te m  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  f o r  Oklahoma T e r r i 

t o r y .  A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  w h ich  d e a l s  w ith  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f 

s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  made th e  f o l lo w in g  p r o v i s i o n s :

(6464) 1 . S e p a r a te  s c h o o ls  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  w h ite
and c o lo re d  c h i l d r e n  may be  e s t a b l i s h e d  In  
t h e  T e r r i t o r y  a s  f o l lo w s ,  and I n  no o th e r  
w ay.

(6 4 6 5 ) 2 ,  I n  e ac h  c o u n ty  a t  th e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  f o r
to w n sh ip  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r s  and  on th e  f i r s t  
T uesday  o f  A p r i l  e v e ry  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e r e 
a f t e r ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  h e ld  a n  e l e c t i o n  w here 
a l l  p e r s o n s  who a r e  q u a l i f i e d  s c h o o l  e l e c t o r s  
may v o te  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  
s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  f o r  w h i te  and c o lo re d  c h i l 
d r e n  I n  s a id  c o u n ty .

(6 4 6 6 ) 3> I f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  v o te s  c a s t  a t  s a id  e l e c 
t i o n  be a g a i n s t  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  s e p a r a t e  
s c h o o ls  i n  s a id  c o u n ty ,  th e n  th e  w h ite  and 
c o lo re d  c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  a t t e n d  t h e  same s c h o o l  
i n  s u c h  c o u n ty ;  b u t  i f  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  
v o te s  c a s t  b e  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  
o f  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  f o r  w h i te  and c o lo r e d ,  
th e n  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u c h .a e p a r a te  
s c h o o ls  f o r  w h ite  and c o lo r e d  c h i l d r e n  a s  
h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v id e d .1

The e l e c t i o n  h e ld  i n  (Xclahoma C i ty  t o  d e c id e  t h e

q u e s t io n  o f  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  g av e  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s u l t s :

Of t h e  s i x  h u n d red  v o te s  c a s t  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a p p r o x i 
m a te ly  one  h u n d red  w ere  f o r  t h e  m ix in g  o f  w h ite  and b la c k  
r a c e s .  T h e re  w as n e v e r  any  d o u b t  b u t  t h a t  (Xclahoma C i ty  
w ould h a v e  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls .^

^Oklahom a S t a t u t e s ,  189O ( G u t h r i e ,  O klahom a: The
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  P r i n t i n g  C o .,  I 891 ) ,  A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  S e c t io n s  
(6 4 6 4 ) ,  ( 6 4 6 5 ) ,  ( 6 4 6 6 ) ,  p p . 1 1 4 2 -1 1 4 3 .

^ M ild re d  C r o s s le y ,  "A H is to r y  o f  N egro  S c h o o ls  i n  
(Nclaboma " (u n p u b lis h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  U n iv e r s i ty  o f
O klahom a, 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  9 .
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S e c t io n  223  o f  th e  (Xclahoma S ch o o l Laws s t a t e :

The p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  Oklahoma s h a l l  be 
o rg a n iz e d  and m a in ta in e d  upon a co m p le te  p la n  o f  s e p a r a 
t i o n  b e tw een  th e  w h ite  and c o lo r e d  r a c e s  w ith  i m p a r t i a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  b o th  r a c e s .

F i r s t  P u b l ic  S c h o o ls  o f  Oklahoma

The f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  y e a r  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  opened 

J a n u a ry  1 , 1891 ,  and c lo s e d  S e p tem b e r o f  th e  same y e a r .

D u rin g  th e s e  m onths th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c i a l s  and th e  s e t t l e r s  

c o o p e ra te d  t o  in a u g u r a te  a s c h o o l  sy s te m  t h a t  expanded  w i th  

t h e  o p e n in g s  o f  new la n d s  and th e  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s in g  p o p u la 

t i o n .  The f i r s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c te d  a law w h ich  

r e q u i r e d  th e  te a c h in g  o f  s p e l l i n g ,  pen m an sh ip , r e a d in g ,  

a r i t h m e t i c ,  g e o g ra p h y , E n g l i s h  gram m ar. U n ite d  S t a t e s  h i s t o r y ,  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and p h y s io lo g y  and h y g ie n e .

The f i r s t  N egro s c h o o l  i n  (Mclahmna C i ty  w as s t a r t e d  

i n  M arch , I 8 9 1 .  The s c h o o l  c e n s u s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  i n  I 891  

show s t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  938 

w h i te s  and 93 N eg ro es  and one I n d ia n .  The f i r s t  N egro  h ig h  ; 

s c h o o l  s t a r t e d  i n  1901 and i n  1903 th e  f i r s t  h ig h  s c h o o l  

c l a s s  o f  8  members w as g ira d u a te d .^  C a r r i e  L . E d w ard s , one 

o f  t h e  fo u n d e rs  o f  t h e  U rb an  L eague o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,  w as a 

member o f  t h i s  f i r s t  g r a d u a t in g  c l a s s  o f  (Nclahcxna C i t y . 3

^ I b id .

^D ale  araJ W a r d e l l ,  H i s to r y  o f  Oklahcmta. p. 2 5 7 .

3The D o u g la s  I n fo rm e r  (D o u g la s  H igh S c h o o l ,  Oklahoma 
C i t y ,  Oklahoma yÿ—ïla y  29^ 1953»' P» 1 # .....  —
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The Cul t u r a l  and Economic  O p p o r tu n i t ie s  
Oklahoma C ity

M e tr o p o l i ta n  Oklahoma C ity  c o v e rs  l 8 l ,7 5  s q u a re  

m i l e s .  G r e a te r  Oklahoma C i ty ,  in c lu d in g  B e th a n y , B r i t t o n ,  

N ic h o ls  H i l l s  and M idw est C i ty ,  has a lan d  a r e a  o f  253 s q u a re  

m i l e s .  The c i t y  i s  s e rv e d  by sev en  r a i l r o a d s  ( th e  S an ta  

F e ; F r i s c o ;  (Hclahoma C ity -A d a  and A toka; Rock I s l a n d ;  th e  

M is s o u r i ,  K ansas and T e x a s ; th e  N o rth w est P a c i f i c ) ,  a n e t 

w ork o f  m odern h ig h w a y s , and s e v e r a l  m a jo r  a i r l i n e s .  O kla

homa C i ty  I s  th e  m ost c e n t r a l l y  lo c a te d  c i t y  o f  th e  g r e a t  

m id - c o n t in e n t  o i l  f i e l d  r e g io n s .  More th a n  a h a l f  o f  th e  

s t a t e ' s  o i l  p r o d u c t io n  i s  w i th in  a 60  m ile  r a d iu s  o f  th e  

c i t y .  seco n d  and t h i r d  l a r g e s t  o i l  f i e l d s  a r e  w i th in  a

r a d i u s  o f  10 m i le s  o f  t h e  c i t y .

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l s o  s i t u a t e d  In  th e  c e n t e r  o f  a r i c h  | 

a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e a ,  Oklahoma C i ty  I s  a g r e a t  p r o c e s s in g  and 

d i s t r i b u t i n g  c e n t e r  o f  fa rm  p r o d u c ts .  I t  i s  t h e  l e a d in g  

c o m m e rc ia l, f i n a n c i a l ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  o f  th e  s t a t e .
i

I t s  m a n u fa c tu re s  in c lu d e  o i l  f i e l d  e q u ip m e n t, i r o n  and s te e lL  

food  c o t to n s e e d  o i l  p r o d u c t s ,  f l o u r  and f e e d .  I t  i s  th e  

s e a t  o f  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  R ese rv e  Bank and th e  hcmie o f  

in s u r a n c e  o f f i c e s  w r i t i n g  75 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  p o l i c i e s  w r i t t e n  

i n  th e  s t a t e .

I t s  m a jo r  in d u s t r y  i s  m eat p r o c e s s in g .  I t  I s  th e  

c h i e f  m a i t e t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  v a s t  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  and i s  

t h e  e i g h t h  l a r g e s t  c a t t l e  m a rk e t i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I n
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a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  l i v e s t o c k  I n d u s t r y ,  a number o f  o th e r  s i g n i 

f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i e s  have grow n up i n  Oklahoma C i ty .  The 

p r i n c i p l e  l i n e s  o f in d u s t r y  in c lu d e  a i r c r a f t ,  m a n u fa c tu r in g  

and m a in te n a n c e , o i l  and g a s  p r o d u c t io n  and p r o c e s s in g ,  m eat 

p a c k in g , s t e e l  f a b r i c a t i o n ,  m ach ine  shop  and fo u n d ry  p ro d u c 

t i o n ,  g r a in  m i l l  p r o d u c t io n ,  c o t to n s e e d  o i l  p r o c e s s in g ,  and 

o i l  f i e l d  r e f i n e r y  s u p p l i e s  and  e q u ip m e n t.^

C u l t u r a l l y  th e  c i t y  o f f e r s  m odern p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  a 

sy s te m  o f  p a r o c h ia l  s c h o o ls ,  a  C a rn e g ie  P u b lic  L ib r a r y ,

S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y ,  (Hclahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  

Museum, (Hclahoma C i ty  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Oklahoma C i ty  C o lle g e  o f  

Law and The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma S ch o o l o f  M e d ic in e . The 

c i t y  I s  re c o g n iz e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  a s  a le a d in g  

m e d ic a l  c e n t e r  o f  th e  s o u th w e s t  w i th  a new ly  co m p le ted  

M e d ic a l R e se a rc h  I n s t i t u t e  and a  new V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  

h o s p i t a l .

The c i v i c  c e n t e r  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  c o n ta in s  f o u r  pub

l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  % e  m u n ic ip a l  a u d i to r iu m  I s  th e  c e n t e r  o f  

many c u l t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  and  t h e a t r i c a l  e v e n ts  sp o n so re d  

b y  v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  among w hich  I s  th e  

a n n u a l  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  M e tr o p o l i t a n  O p era . E lg h ty - tw o  

m u n ic ip a l  p a rk s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i t y ,  o f  w h ich  

40  a r e  sup s3 * v ised . T h e re  a r e  53  eq u ip p ed  w i th  p la y g ro u n d s

^Fred  G. F u lk e r s o n ,  “S o c i a l  F o rc e s  In  a N egro D i s t r i c t  
I n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma (m ^ ia b l ls h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a, 1 9 4 6 ) , p .  9 -
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and e i g h t  m u n c lp a lly  owned com m unity c e n t e r s .  The c i t y  I s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  one o f  I n d iv id u a l  hom es. A l a r g e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  

th e  c i t i z e n s  a r e  home ow ners a l th o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  a p a r t 

m ent h o u se  s e c t i o n s . !

Oklahoma C i ty  h as  had a n ew sp ap e r s in c e  b e f o r e  th e  

o p en in g  o f  la n d  t o  s e t t l e m e n t .  The f i r s t  Oklahoma C i ty  

n ew sp ap er I s  d e s c r ib e d  by D a le  and W a rd e ll :

The Oklahoma C i ty  Tim es f i r s t  a p p e a re d  D ecem ber 2 9 , 1888. 
The copy  was w r i t t e n  In  Oklahoma C i t y ,  th e n  a r a i l r o a d  
d e p o t ,  and s e n t  t o  W ic h i ta ,  K a n sa s , f o r  p r i n t i n g .  The 
p u b l i s h e r s  w ere  e v ic te d  by F e d e r a l  T ro o p s I n  F e b ru a ry ,  
1 8 8 9 . They w en t t o  P u r c e l l ,  c o n tin u e d  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  and 
r e tu r n e d  t o  CNclahoma C i ty  I n  J u n e , l 8 8 9 . . . 0 n  May 9*
1889 ,  t h e  Oklahoma Tim es p r in t e d  and p u b l is h e d  i n  O kla
homa C i ty . . .m a d e  i t s  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e . . .T he Oklahoma 
C i ty  T im es , i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  c o n f u s io n  o f  nam es, b e 
came th e  (telahom a T im e s -J o u rn a 1 . . .T he Oklahoma C i ty  
T im e s -J o u rn a l  e x p e r ie n c e d  v a r io u s  o w n e rsh ip s  and 
u l t i m a t e l y  came t o  b e  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  Oklahoma C i ty  
T im es .2

E a r ly  N egroes o f  (Xclahoma 

N eg ro es  w ere  f i r s t  b ro u g h t  t o  Oklahoma a s  s la v e s  o f  

t h e  f i v e  c i v i l i z e d  t r i b e s . 3 They h av e  l iv e d  i n  Oklahoma C i ty  

s in c e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s .  The o p e n in g  o f  Oklahoma t e r r i t o r y  

a t t r a c t e d  many o t h e r  N egroes who came fro m  K a n sa s , T e n n e s s e e , 

A rk a n sa s , and T e x a s .  % e y  w ere  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  f i v e

Oklahoma C i ty "  ((Nclahwma C i ty  Cham ber o f  Commerce, 
P u b l ic  R e l a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n ,  I 956 ) ,  p .  5 .  M im eographed B u l l e 
t i n .

^ a l e  and N a r d e l l ,  H is to r y  o f  O klahom a,  p .  5 0 7 .

^Asa D a g le y , "The N egro i n  O klahom a” (u n p u b lis h e d  
M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  (Hclahoma, 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  4 2 .
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c i v i l i z e d  t r i b e s  m en tio n ed  e a r l i e r .  Many o f  th e  N eg ro es  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  t r i b a l  c e rem o n ies  o f  th e  I n d i a n s .  V ery 

f r e q u e n t ly  N egroes w ere used  a s  i n t e r m e d ia r i e s  and a s  i n t e r 

p r e t e r s  f o r  th e  w h ite  man and a r e  c r e d i t e d  w ith  g a in in g  

f a v o r a b le  a g re e m e n ts  and m ore s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n t r a c t u a l  r e 

l a t i o n s  f o r  th e  w h ite  s e t t l e r s  b e c au se  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d l y  

r e l a t i o n s  w i th  th e  I n d ia n s .

As h a s  b een  s t a t e d > Oklahoma C ity  i s  s i t u a t e d  In  

th e  m id s t  o f  an  o i l  and g a s  r e g io n .  The f i r s t  o i l  w e l l s  

d r i l l e d  i n  Oklahoma C i ty  w ere  d r i l l e d  on p r o p e r ty  e i t h e r  

owned o r  b e in g  p u rc h a se d  by N e g ro e s . The l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  I n  

o i l  f i e l d  d ev e lo p m en t e x te n d s  b ack  t o  1899 . T h is  a c c o u n ts  

f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  e a r l y  l i f e  and I n t e r e s t s  o f  many o f  

th e  N egroes w ere  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

th e  o i l  I n d u s t r y  I n  Oklahoma C i ty .  Many N egro and w h i te  

le a d e r s  s o u g h t t o  d e p r iv e  th e  N egro o f  h i s  o i l  r i g h t s  by  

e n c o u ra g in g  him  t o  s ig n  w o r th le s s  o i l  l e a s e s  and c o n t r a c t s .  

I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  some o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  I n  w h ic h  

N egroes l iv e d  w ere  re z o n e d  t o  p e rm it  th e  d r i l l i n g  o f  o i l  

l e a s e s .  F o r e c lo s u r e s  on  homes w here t h e  p u r c h a s e r  w as d e 

l i n q u e n t  I n  paym ent becam e num erous In  th o s e  a r e a s  w h ere  

w e l l s  w ere  d r i l l e d  and o i l  was p ro d u c e d . R a th e r  th a n  l o s e  

t h e i r  hom es, many o f  th e  N egroes s o ld  t h e i r  o i l  r i g h t s .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  o r g a n iz a t io n  among N eg ro es  w as a 

f a c t o r  I n  m aking  them  a n  e a s y  p re y  t o  su c h  p r a c t i c e s .

The m eans o f  l i v e l i h o o d  I n  w h ich  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f
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e a r l y  N egro r e s i d e n t s  o f  Oklahoma C ity  engaged w ere d o m e s tic  

s e r v i c e ,  common l a b o r ,  and a few b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s .  Some 

se rv e d  a s  p o r t e r s  i n  s a lo o n s .  T here  w ere two N egro p h y s i 

c i a n s  d u r in g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s .  They w ere  I .  C h isho lm  and 

W. H. S l a u g h t e r . !

I n  1892 ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  d e v e lo p  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  among 

N egroes i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  th e  A m erican B a p t i s t  Home M is s io n a ry  

S o c ie ty  s e n t  Jo h n  D u n je e , a m in is te r ,  t o  Oklahoma C i t y .  He 

w orked th e r e  fro m  1092 t o  1902 , o r g a n iz in g  chu irches i n  v a r io u s  

s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e .  As a r e s u l t ,  

t h e  p r e s e n t  T a b e rn a c le  B a p t i s t  C hurch  was o r g a n iz e d .  T h is  

was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o rg a n iz e d  l i f e  among N egroes i n  Oklahoma

C i t y . 2

P o p u la t io n

I n  J u n e ,  I 889 ,  a c e n su s  o f  (Nclahmna C i ty  w as ta k e n  by 

t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  T im es n ew sp ap e r. T h is  r e p o r t  r e v e a le d  a 

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  4 ,1 7 8  p e r s o n s .  T h is  num ber in c lu d e d  736 

c h i l d r e n ,  721 women, and 2 ,6 6 l  m en. In c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  num ber 

w ere  419 t r a n s i e n t s  and 6OO s o l d i e r s .  I t  was e s t im a te d  t h a t  

a p p ro x im a te ly  10 p e r  c e n t ,  o r  439 p e r s o n s ,  w ere  o m i t t e d .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w ere  329 o u ts id e  th e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  W ith in  th e

^ N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e , A S tu d y  o f  th e  S o c i a l  and 
Econom ic C o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  N egro P o p u la t io n  i n  Oklahoma 6 i t y  
(New Ÿ o rk : N a t io n a l  U rban L eague , J u n e - J u ly ,  1943 ) ,  p .  9

^Ibid «» p . 8 .
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c i t y  l i m i t s  t h e r e  w ere 1 ,131  fram e hom es, and ^72 t e n t s  o r  

a t o t a l  o f  1 ,6 0 3  o ccu p ied  d w e l l in g s .  By 1910 th e  number o f 

d w e l l in g s  had In c re a s e d  to  1 1 ,1 9 5 .

I n  1890 , th e  f i r s t  U n ited  S t a t e s  C ensus o f  Oklahoma 

was t a k e n .  At t h a t  tim e  Oklahcxna had a t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  

2 5 8 , 6 5 7 . The Negro p o p u la t io n  was 2 1 ,6 0 9  o r  8 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  

t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .  The p o p u la t io n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  had 

in c r e a s e d  t o  1 0 ,0 3 7  w i th  1 ,2 1 9  N egroes r e p r e s e n t i n g  1 2 .1  p e r  

c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  c i t y .  The Negro p o p u la 

t i o n  c o n tin u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  u n t i l  i t  re a c h e d  i t s  peak  i n  1930, 

when i t  num bered 1 7 2 ,1 9 8  o r  7 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  t o t a l  

p o p u la t io n  o f  2 ,3 9 6 ,0 4 0 .  I n  1930, th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  Oklahoma 

C i ty  c o n s i s t e d  o f  1 6 9 ,033  w h ite  p e r s o n s  and 1 4 ,6 6 2  N e g ro e s .!

I n  1940 ,  N egroes c o n s t i t u t e d  7 .3  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Out o f  a t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  

2 , 3 3 6 ,4 3 4  p e o p le  i n  O klahana i n  1940 , 1 6 8 ,8 4 9  w ere  N e g ro e s . 

% e  l a r g e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e s e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  s i x  p r in c ip a l  

c i t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  (S ee  T a b le  I I I ) .

As I s  shown I n  T a b le  I I I ,  Oklahoma C i ty  h as  th e  

l a r g e s t  p o p u la t io n  I n  th e  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  l a r g e s t  N egro 

p o p u la t i o n .  T u ls a  ra n k s  seco n d  b o th  I n  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  and 

In  I t s  N egro  p o p u la t io n .  M uskogee h a s  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  and a l s o  th e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  N egro  p o p u la t io n .

^H ary L . B e l l a n t l ,  "A H is to r y  o f  t h e  U n ite d  P ro v id e n t  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  (Nclahoma C i ty "  (u n p u b lis h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a, 1952) ,  p .  4 .

8^!
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Ponca C i ty ,  w hich  i s  th e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  in  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  

ra n k s  s i x t h  in  N egro p o p u la t io n ,  w h ile  Okmulgee ra n k s  s i x t h  

i n  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  and f o u r t h  i n  N egro p o p u la t io n .  Shawnee 

ra n k s  f o u r t h  in  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  and f i f t h  i n  N egro p o p u la 

t i o n .

A p p ro x im a te ly  one t e n t h  o f  a l l  th e  N egroes who w ere 

l i v i n g  i n  th e  s t a t e  i n  1940 l iv e d  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  T a b le  IV 

g iv e s  in f o r m a t io n  on th e  r a c e  and s e x  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  

O klahona C i ty ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  w a rd s , i n  1940 . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t 

in g  t o  n o te  from  T a b le  IV t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p re p o n d e ra n c e  o f  

f e m a le s  o v e r  m ales  i n  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t i o n ,  and i n  a l l  o f  th e  

w ard s  o f  a l l  r a c e s  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  Ward 4 .  The N egro 

p o p u la t io n  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  seem s t o  b e  c o n c e n t r a te d  i n  

Ward 2 .  I n  t h a t  w a r t t h e r e  a r e  7 ,4 5 4  N egro  m ales  and 8 ,1 6 3  

N egro  f e m a le s .  Ward 1 c o n ta in s  th e  s m a l l e s t  num ber o f  N egroes 

and t h e  l a r g e s t  num ber o f  w h i t e s .  I n  b o th  r a c e s  th e  fe m a le s  

o u tn u m b er th e  m a le s .

I n  1950  t h e r e  w ere  3 2 3 ,3 5 2  p e r s o n s  i n  Oklahoma C o u n ty . 

Of t h e s e  2 4 3 ,5 0 4  o r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  l iv e d  i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y .  N egroes c o n s t i t u t e d  7 .9 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c o u n ty  popu

l a t i o n  w h ic h  num bered 2 5 , 9 8 9 . O ut o f  t h i s  num ber t h e r e  w ere 

2 2 ,6 6 4  N eg ro es  who w ere  l i v i n g  i n  % lab o m a C i ty  a t  th e  tim e  

o f  t h e  1950  c e n s u s .

T a b le  V shows th e  p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  o f  (Nclahoma C ity  

a c c o r d in g  t o  d e c a d e s  from  1890  t o  1 % 0 . The g r e a t e s t  p e r 

c e n ta g e  o f  i n c r e a s e  a s  I n d ic a t e d  b y  t h i s  t a b l e  o c c u r re d  from



TABLE I I I

POPULATION OF PRINCIPAL CITIES OF OKLAHOMA 
BY RACE, 194 0 *

c i t y T o ta l W hite Negro
P e r  C en t 

N egro

Muskogee 3 2 ,3 3 2 2 5 ,7 3 6 6 ,5 9 6 2 0 .4

Okmulgee 1 6 ,0 5 1 12 ,392 3 ,6 5 9 2 2 .7

Oklahoma C ity 2 0 4 ,4 2 4 185 ,080 19,344 9 .4

Ponca C ity 16 ,794 15 ,944 850 5 .0

Shawnee 2 2 ,0 5 3 2 1 ,0 0 8 1 ,0 4 5 4 .7

T u lsa 1 4 2 ,1 5 7 127 ,006 1 5 ,151 1 0 .6

♦U nited  S t a t e s  D ep artm en t o f  Commerce, B u re a u  o f  th e  
C e n su s , S ix t e e n th  C e n su s , 1940, P o p u la t io n ,  p p . 9 2 7 -9 3 1 .
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T A B L E  IV

RACE PÜirULATIüN IN FOUR WARDS OF 
OKLAHOMA CITY, 1940*

T o t a l  F o r e i g n  O t h e r
W a r d  P o p u l a t i o n  W h i t e  B o r n  N e g r o  R a c e s

1 5 5 ,8 5 6 5 3 ,6 5 3 928 1 ,205 70

2 4 9 ,0 0 1 3 2 ,3 5 1 414 1 5 ,6 2 7 109

3 4 4 ,2 2 2 4 1 ,9 5 2 829 1 ,3 2 8 113

4 5 5 ,5 4 5 5 3 ,4 3 2 856 1 ,184 73

♦ I b i d .
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T A B L E  V

POPULATION OF OKLAHOI-ÎA CITY, 1890 TO 1950 , 
SHOWING PER CENT OF INCREASE*

Y e a r P o p u l a t i o n P e r  C en t  o f  I n c r e a s e

1890 4 ,1 5 1

1900 1 0 ,0 3 7 1 4 1 .8

1910 6 4 ,2 0 5 5 3 9 . 7

1920 9 1 ,2 9 5 4 2 .2

1930 1 8 5 ,3 8 9 1 0 3 .3

1940 2 0 4 ,4 2 4 1 0 . 3

1950 2 4 3 ,5 0 4 1 9 . 1

♦ Ib id
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1900 t o  1 9 1 0 . The f a c t  t h a t  Oklahoma C i ty  was becom ing th e  

c e n t e r  f o r  t r a d e  and a g r i c u l t u r e  in  th e  s t a t e  a c c o u n ts  f o r  

t h i s  i n c r e a s e .  The in c r e a s e  o f  103-3 p e r  c e n t ,  w h ich  o c c u r 

red  b e tw een  1920 and 1930 was due t o  f u r t h e r  d ev e lo p m en t o f  

th e  o i l  i n d u s t r y .  The in c r e a s e  o f  1 0 .3  p e r  c e n t  d u r in g  

19^ 0 -1 9 5 0  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  w ar i n d u s t r i e s  and m i l i t a r y  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s . !

P o p u la t io n  f i g u r e s  s in c e  1950 h ave  b e e n  o n ly  e s t i 

m a te s .  The Oklahcma C i ty  Chamber o f  Commerce e s t im a te d  th e  

p o p u la t io n  o f  G r e a te r  Oklahoma C ity  i n  1956 a s  b e in g  

4 0 0 ,0 0 0 .2

Em ploym ent S t a t u s  o f  th e  Negro P o p u la t io n  B e fo re  
E s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th e  Ü rban  le a g u e

The N egro  p o p u la t io n  h as  b e en  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  In  

I t s  em ploym ent e f f o r t s  due  t o  a l a c k  o f  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

I n  p u b l ic  u t i l i t i e s .  I n  th e  c i t y  g o v e rn m e n t, and  I n  l o c a l  

o f f i c e s  o f  f e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s .

The N egro  p o p u la t io n  o f  Œclahoma C i ty  I n  1940 r e p r e 

s e n te d  a p p r o x im a te ly  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .

B u t th e y  c o n s t i t u t e d  tw e lv e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  a c t i v e  l a b o r  

f o r c e .  An e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  S ix t e e n th  C en su s  o f  th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a  h eav y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  N eg ro es  I s  found

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague, A S tu d y  o f  S o c i a l  and Econom ic 
C o n d i t i o n s . . . ,  p .  7 4 .

2 "Oklahoma C i ty "  (Oklahom a C i ty  Cham ber o f  Commerce, 
P u b l ic  R e la t i o n s  D i v i s i o n ,  1 9 5 6 ) , p .  7 .



39

I n  s e r v ic e  and u n s k i l l e d  la b o r in g  o c c u p a t io n s .  I n  f a c t ,  

p r a c t i c a l l y  85  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  N egro l a b o r  f o r c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  

w o rk ers  engaged  I n  o c c u p a t io n s  w hich  a r e  th e  l e a s t  s e c u re  

and th e  lo w e s t  p a id .  S ev e n ty  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  g a i n f u l l y  em

ployed  N egro m a le s  w ere  found In  th e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  low 

p a id  m a rg in a l  and s u b m a rg in a l jo b s .

The ab o v e  f a c t s  i n d i c a t e  o c c u p a t io n a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  a v e ry  h ig h  o r d e r  In  Oklahoma C i ty  a t  t h e  tim e  th e  U rban 

League was e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  th e  com m unity . T hese  f a c t o r s ,  

among o t h e r s ,  w h ich  a f f e c t  N egro l i f e  i n  t h e  com m unity , have 

b e e n  th e  c o n c e rn  o f  th e  U rban  League i n  CHclahoaa C i ty .



CHAPTER I I I

THE OKLAHOMA CITY URBAN LEAGUE

C h a p te r  I I  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s o c i a l  and econom ic s t a t u s  

o f  th e  N egro I n  Oklahoma C i ty  b e f o r e  th e  U rban L eague was 

o r g a n iz e d .  I t  I s  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  C h a p te r  I I I  t o  r e p o r t  th e  

m a jo r  e v e n ts  l e a d in g  t o  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U rban  League 

I n  (Xclahoma C i t y ,  and  t o  e x p l a i n  I t s  c u r r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e .

The V i s i t  o f  W illia m  Y. B e l l  

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U rb an  League I n  Oklahcma C i ty  b e 

g an  w i th  a v i s i t  o f  W ill ia m  Y . B e l l ,  J r . ,  t o  O claham a C i ty  

e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  1 9 ^ 5 . B e l l  w as th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  

S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague i n  

A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g ia .  H is  v i s i t  came a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  i n v i 

t a t i o n  fro m  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  N egro Chamber o f  C «am erce, 

whose m em bers w e re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e lo p in g  some fo rm  o f  

o rg a n iz e d  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  p ro b lem s a f f e c t i n g  

N egroes I n  t h e  co m m u n ity .^

^ M in u te s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , M arch 2 ,  19*5, 
p .  1 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  O klahw ia C i ty  U rban L e ag u e .
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M eeting o f  N egro C i t i z e n s  to  D is c u ss  th e  
O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  an  U rban League

The h i s to r y  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League b eg an  

M arch 2 , 1945, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  B e l l ' s  a r r i v a l  In  th e  c i t y .  On 

t h a t  d a te  a g roup  o f  N egro c i t i z e n s  met w ith  R agland In  th e  

o f f i c e  o f  th e  U n iv e r s a l  L i f e  In s u ra n c e  Company to  d i s c u s s  

th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  an  U rban League A f f i l i a t e  I n  Oklahoma 

C i t y .  The members o f  th e  g ro u p . I n  a d d i t i o n  to  R a g lan d , 

w e re : A tto rn e y  R. M cK inley Rowan; D r. W. L. Haywood; M r. Ed 

J a c k s o n ;  M rs. Z e l la  N. B re a u x , M usic I n s t r u c t o r  a t  D o u g las  

H igh S ch o o l i n  Oklahoma C i t y ;  M r. G eorge F e rg u so n , P r e s id e n t  

o f  th e  N egro Chamber o f  Commerce; D r . A. P . B e th e l ;

M rs. C a r r ie  L . E dw ards, I n s t r u c t o r  o f  M ath em atics  a t  D o u g la s  

H igh S c h o o l, Oklahoma C i t y ;  and  N r. W illia m  Y. B e l l ,  t h e  

N a t io n a l  U rban League r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . ^

R agland gave a b r i e f  s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  

m e e t in g .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  N egro  Chamber o f  Commerce f e l t  

t h a t  t h e  need f o r  an  e x p a n s io n  o f  th o s e  a g e n c ie s  w h ich  

f u n c t io n  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  Oklahoma C i t y 's  N egro p o p u la t i o n ;  

and t h a t  t h e  ach ie v em en t o f  s u c h  a n  o b je c t iv e  w as c o n t in g e n t  

upon a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  th e  N egro and w h ite  

g ro u p s .

B e l l  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a n  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  known a s  th e  

U rban L eag u e , m ig h t s e r v e  a s  t h e  ag en cy  th ro u g h  w h ich  a

^M inu tes o f  th e  S p w is o r ln g  Cm nm ittee f o r  t h e  O rg a n i
z a t i o n  o f  an  U rban League i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  M arch 2 ,  1 9 43 , 
p .  2 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C ity  U rban L eag u e .
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b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  

tw o r a c e s  m igh t be b ro u g h t a b o u t .  He e x p la in e d  th e  ty p e s  o f  

s e r v i c e s  w hich th e  U rban L eague p e rfo rm s  and gave th e  f o l lo w 

in g  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s :  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and R e s e a rc h , Community

O rg a n iz a t io n ,  Em ploym ent, H o u s in g , H e a lth ,  E d u c a tio n  and 

R e s e a rc h , Upon h i s  a r r i v a l .  B e l l  w ent to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  

R oscoe D u n jee , th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  B la c k  D is p a tc h , one o f  th e  

le a d in g  Negro n ew sp ap ers  i n  th e  s t a t e .  He e x p la in e d  t o  

D u n jee  t h a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  h i s  v i s i t  was t o  d i s c u s s  th e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  

U rban  League i n  Oklahoma C i ty  w i th  seme o f  th e  le a d in g  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e s  o f  b o th  th e  N egro  and w h ite  r a c e s  a s  m em bers.

The need f o r  s u p p o r t  from  t h e  le a d in g  w h ite  c i t i z e n s  was o f  

p rim e  im p o rta n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r r a c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  

U rban  L e ag u e .^

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  A c tio n  Award 
t o  V iIo n a  P . C u t l e r

D un jee  c o n ta c te d  V i Io n a  P . C u t l e r ,  who a t  th e  tim e  

w as th e  e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Y.W .C.A. and who i s  now 

a P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c i a l  Work a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahom a.

I n  1946 th e  Norma and M urray  H earn  S o c ia l  A c tio n  Award was 

p re s e n te d  t o  V i Io n a  P . C u t l e r  f o r  o u ts ta n d in g  w ork i n  a c h ie v 

in g  b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  w h i te  and N egro c i t i z e n s  i n

^ L e t t e r  fro m  W ill ia m  Y . B e l l  t o  R oscoe D u n je e ,
J a n u a ry  2 5 , 1945 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  (Hclahcwna C i ty  U rban 
L e a g u e . A lso  from  p e r s o n a l  I n te r v ie w  w i th  R oscoe D u n je e , 
M arch 13j  1957, CNclahoma C i t y ,  OklahcHsa.
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Oklahoma C i t y .  The award I s  made a n n u a l ly  by th e  Alumni 

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e  New York S ch o o l o f  S o c i a l  Work to  e n c o u r 

age  w id e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by s o c i a l  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  s o lu t i o n  o f 

th e  p ro b le m s o f  an  ex p an d in g  d e m o cracy . I t  i s  g ra n te d  w i th 

o u t r e g a rd  t o  r a c e ,  c r e e d ,  s e x ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  a g r a d u a te  o f  th e  s c h o o l  who h as  d i s t in g u i s h e d  

h im s e lf  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  d u r in g  th e  p re c e d in g  

y e a r .  D onors  o f  th e  Award a r e  J u s t i c e  M urray H earn and h i s  

w i f e ,  Norma H earn . Among th e  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  won th e  award 

f o r  M iss C u t l e r  was h e r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  e s t a b l i s h 

m ent o f  an  U rban L eague A f f i l i a t e  i n  CNclahoma C i ty .

I n  November o f  1950, th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League 

e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  V iIo n a  P . C u t l e r  Award " f o r  m e r i to r io u s  and 

o u t s t a n d in g  s e r v i c e  i n  human r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  

w e l f a r e  o f  (Nclahoma C i t y . "  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  o f  th e  

co m m ittee  on th e  V iIo n a  P . C u t l e r  A w ard, t h e  aw ard can  be 

g iv e n  o n ly  o n ce  e v e ry  f i v e  y e a r s .  The r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  

aw ard m u st b e  a p e r s o n  who h a s  g iv e n  a t  l e a s t  tw e lv e  y e a r s  

o f  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  human r e l a t i o n s . 1

M iss C u t l e r  a g re e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  an  

U rb an  L eague i n  Oklahoma C i ty  w i th  some o f  t h e  w h ite  c i t i z e n s  

o f  th e  com m unity .

^A nnual R e p o r t o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eague, 
1950 , p .  7  (m im eo g rap h ed ).
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G eorge R agland *s E f f o r t s  t o  O rg an ize  
th e  U rban League

In  th e  m ean tim e. B e l l  was in t ro d u c e d  to  th e  N egro 

Chamber o f  Commerce by G eorge R a g la n d , D i s t r i c t  M anager o f  

th e  U n iv e r s a l  L if e  In s u ra n c e  Company. R ag land  worked v e ry  

c l o s e l y  w i th  V ilo n a  C u t l e r ,  J e s s e  T . Owens, and C a r r ie  L. 

Edw ards d u r in g  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  O k la

homa C i ty  U rban L eag u e . He was th e  f i r s t  V ic e - P r e s id e n t  o f  

th e  League and h as  s in c e  s e rv e d  a s  a member o f  th e  B oard  o f  

D i r e c t o r s ,  As h a s  b een  s t a t e d ,  he  In tro d u c e d  W illia m  B e l l  

t o  th e  members o f  th e  N egro Cham ber o f  Commerce. T h a t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  upon b e in g  In fo rm ed  by  B e l l  o f  th e  U rban L eague 

p ro g ram  a u th o r iz e d  R ag land  t o  o r g a n iz e  a co m m ittee  com posed 

o f  le a d in g  N egro  c i t i z e n s  t o  s tu d y  f u r t h e r  th e  need o f  an  

U rban  L eague I n  Œclahoma C i t y ,  (Xclahoma. ̂

One o f  t h e  I s s u e s  on  w h ic h  t h e  members o f  th e  g ro u p  

d e s i r e d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  was t h a t  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw ee n  th e  

p ro g ram  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  t h e  A dvancem ent o f  

C o lo re d  P e o p le ,  and t h a t  o f  t h e  U rb an  L e a g u e . B e l l  c o n t r a s t e d  

t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  tw o o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  d is c u s s e d  by 

M y rd a l.2  A lth o u g h  th e  tw o o r g a n i z a t i o n s  came I n t o  e x i s t e n c e  

a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h e  same t im e ,  and b o th  had a s  t h e i r  a im  th e

^ I n te rv ie w  w i th  G eorge R a g la n d , D i s t r i c t  M anager, 
U n iv e r s a l  L i f e  I n s u ra n c e  Company, (Aclahoma C i ty ,  O klahom a, 
M arch 1 7 , 1 9 57 .

^G unner Ib r rd a l ,  An A m erican  Dilemma (New Y o rk : H a rp e r
and  B r o t h e r s ,  1 9 4 4 ) , p .  Ü2Ü.
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w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  N egro , th e  program  o f th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  

f o r  th e  A dvancem ent o f  C o lo red  P eo p le  I s  c o n c e n t r a te d  upon 

th e  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  N eg ro . I t s  program  I s  

c e n te r e d  upon c i v i l  r i g h t s  and s u f f r a g e ,  A m ost Im p o r ta n t 

and th e  m ost s p e c t a c u l a r  p a r t  o f  I t s  a c t i v i t y  I s  I t s  s t r e s s  

on l e g a l  r e d r e s s  w o rk .l  The U rban L eag u e , on -the o th e r  hand . 

I s  c o n c e rn e d . I n  th e  m a in , w ith  th e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  p ro 

b lem s o f  t h e  N eg ro . W hereas th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  

th e  A dvancem ent o f  C o lo red  P eo p le  o p e r a te s  w i th in  a l e g a l  

fram ew o rk , t h e  League e n c o u ra g e s  th e  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  t h i n k 

in g  o f  th e  tw o g ro u p s .  E d u c a tio n , s tu d y ,  and p e r s u a s io n  a r e  

g iv e n  m a jo r  e m p h as is  i n  th e  ap p ro a c h  u sed  by  th e  U rban League 

i n  a c h ie v in g  I t s  a im s .^

% e  p h ilo s o p h y  and a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  U rb an  League have 

b e e n  a p t l y  e x p re s s e d  i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a r a g ra p h :

The L eague c r e a t e s  w h a t th e y  c a l l  "a c l im a te  o f  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g ,  "  i n  w h ich  b o th  r a c e s  a n d -  a r e -  w o rk in g  t o  
s o lv e  m u tu a l  p ro b le m s tow ard  th e  m u tu a l g o a l  o f  conm unity
b e t t e r m e n t .3

F o rm a tio n  o f  A S p o n so r in g  C o n aa ittee  f o r  th e  
O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n  U rban L eague

-‘‘M in u te s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  Ihrban L e ag u e , M arch 2 ,
1945 ,  p .  2 .

^G unnar M y rd a l, An A m erican D i le m a »  p .  8 3 8 .

^M ary G o d d ard , "A F a v o ra b le  C l im a te ,*  D a i ly  (%lah(*nan 
(O klahom a C i t y ) ,  November 4 ,  1936 ,  p .  1 4 .
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A f te r  much d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague , th e  members o f  th e  g ro u p  f e l t  t h a t  th e  U rban League 

m ig h t be th e  an sw er t o  some o f  th e  more p r e s s in g  p ro b lem s o f  

th e  m in o r i ty  g ro u p . T hey , t h e r e f o r e ,  com m itted  th e m se lv e s  

t o  th e  t a s k  o f  w o rk ing  tow ard  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  U rban 

League i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  T h e r e a f t e r  th e y  w ere known a s  th e  

"S p o n so rin g  C om m ittee f o r  th e  O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  an  U rban League 

i n  Oklahoma C i t y , "  H ow ever, t h e  members f e l t  i t  e x p e d ie n t  

t o  e n la r g e  th e  g ro u p  to  in c lu d e  a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c r o s s -  

s e c t i o n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and econcxnic l i f e  o f  

(Mclahoma C i t y 's  N egro p o p u la t io n .  The fo l lo w in g  p e r s o n s  w ere  

I n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  members o f  th e  c o m m itte e : R everend

B , W. P e r ry ,  P a s to r  o f  T a b e rn a c le  C hurch ; Mr, F ,  D , Noon, 

P r i n c i p a l  o f  D o u g las  H igh S c h o o l;  Mr, T , B . W atson , and a c t i v e  

c i v i c  l e a d e r ;  R everend  H. G a r n e t t  L ee; R everend S e a rc y ;  

R everend  and M rs. H o l l i s ;  F a th e r  S e th  Edw ards o f  t h e  E p is c o p a l  

Chuirch; M r. J .  W. S a n f o rd ,  R e a l E s t a t e  and B u s in e s s ;  and M iss 

A n n a b e lle  S aw yer, D i r e c t o r  o f  S t i l e s  S t r e e t  USO.^

J o i n t  M ee tin g s  o f  W h ite  and N egro G roups 
I n te M S te d  I n  t h e  League

M eanw hile, t h e  members o f  th e  w h ite  g ro u p  who, a s  

m en tio n ed  e a r l i e r ,  had b e e n  c o n ta c te d  by  M iss C u t l e r ,  and who

^ "E a r ly  R e c o rd s  o f  t h e  U rban  League o f  Oklahoma C i ty ,  
1945- 194 7 " ( le d g e r  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  
L e a g u e , Oklahoma C i t y ,  O k lahom a), r e c o r d s  f o r  M arch, 1 9 4 5 .
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a p p e a re d  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  an  U rban League 

i n  th e  com m unity , had s c h e d u le d  a m e e tin g  f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  

m o n th , A p r i l  o f  1945 . B e l l  a g re e d  t o  r e t u r n  a t  t h a t  t im e  t o  

m eet i n  a j o i n t  s e s s io n  w i th  t h e  tw o g ro u p s  to  h e lp  f u r t h e r  

t h e  p la n s  f o r  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n  U rban League in  Oklahoma 

C i t y .

The tw o g ro u p s  m et a s  p la n n e d  on A p r i l  2 6 , 1945, a t  

t h e  C e n t r a l  Y .W .C.A. V ilo n a  P . C u t l e r  p re s id e d  a t  t h i s  m ee t

i n g .  O th e r  w h ite  c i t i z e n s  who a t te n d e d  th e  m e e tin g  w e re : 

R everend  H. P . A rm stro n g ; M r. Jo e  D e rn o n c o u r t ,  C .I .O .  R ep re 

s e n t a t i v e ;  M r. R . N. E v je n  o f  t h e  Community C h e s t ;  M iss L . N. 

Mann, M iss O del N elm s, M rs . V . K. W est and M rs. W a lte r  S . 

J o h n so n , a l l  f o u r  a c t i v e  i n  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  com m unity .

M r. J .  T . Owens, I n s u ra n c e  E x e c u t iv e ;  th e  R everend J .  Howard 

W il l ia m s ;  M iss P ay e  Webb, E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  C o u n c il  

o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re  A g e n c ie s , and M iss E d i th  Jo h n so n  o f  th e  

D a l ly  (Sclahoman P r e s s .  A t t h i s  m e e tin g  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a g e n c ie s  

and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere  r e p r e s e n t e d :

The M in is t r y  ( a l l  d e n o m in a t io n s ,  b o th  w h ite  and 

c o l o r e d . )

M ed ic a l P r o f e s s io n  

B u s in e s s  Men and W<»ien 

L e g a l P r o f e s s io n  

C o u n c il  o f  C h u rch es  

D e p a rtm e n t o f  P u b l ic  W e lfa re  

L ab o r U n io n s
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Community Fund

U n ite d  Community and War Fund

Cham ber o f  Commerce, b o th  w h ite  and c o lo r e d

C o u n c il  o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  A g en c ies

Young Women's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n

U n ite d  S e r v ic e  O rg a n iz a t io n

F e d e r a t io n  o f  Women's C lub

The P re s s ^

F o rm a tio n  o f  th e  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee 

The U rban  L eague d id  n o t  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  

Oklahoma C i ty  o v e r n i g h t .  Many m e e tin g s  w ere  h e l d ;  lo n g  

p e r io d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h in k in g ,  and p la n n in g  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

a d v a n ta g e s  o f  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rb an  L eague i n  

Oklahoma C i ty  to o k  p la c e  b e f o r e  th e  U rban L eague f i n a l l y  

em erged a s  a  d e f i n i t e  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  th e  co m m u n ity .^

The J o i n t  C o a n i t t e e s  f o r  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a n  U rban 

L eague i n  Oklahoma C i ty  m et a g a in  on Ju n e  2 2 , 1 9 ^ 5 • I t  w as 

a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  t h a t  t h e  two N egro  and  w h ite  c o m m itte e s  

m erged and fo rm ed  w h a t was c a l l e d ,  "The P r o v i s i o n a l  C o m m itte e . ' 

O f f i c e r s  w ere  e l e c t e d  t o  h e lp  f u r t h e r  th e  p l a n s  f o r  th e  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n  U rb an  League i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  The f o l lo w 

in g  p e r s o n s  w ere  a p p o in te d  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  P r o v i s i o n a l

^ I b i d .

^ I n te r v ie w  w i th  M iss V ilo n a  P . C u t l e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  
S o c i a l  W ork, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahom a, Norman, O klahom a,
M arch 4 ,  1 9 5 7 .
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C om m ittee :

Mr. G eorge R agland 
Mr. J e s s e  T . Owens 
M rs. C a r r ie  Edwards 
M rs. H arry  S c h a f f e r  
M rs. L . H. Mann

C hairm an
V ice -C h a irm an
S e c r e ta r y
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ta r y  
T r e a s u r e r

T h ree  co m m ittee s  w ere a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  fo llo w s

B udget

A ncel E a rp , C hairm an 
T . B . W atson 
W illia m  C a lv e r t  
L . H. Mann 
J .  W. S a n d fo rd

Y outh C o aan lttee

F a th e r  S e th  E dw ards, 
C hairm an 

R everend H. G. H o l l i s  
M rs. H. G. H o l l i s  
W. A. M cCauley 
T . B . W atson

C o n s t i t u t io n

Mr. F .  D. Moon, C hairm an 
R everend N. Lee 
A tto rn e y  J .  J .  B ruce  
D r . W. L . Haywood 
M rs. H arry  S c h a f f e r ^

The S u rv ey  by  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League 

I n  1944 ,  t h e  G e n e ra l  E d u c a tio n  B oard  o f  t h e  R ocke

f e l l e r  F o u n d a tio n  made a g r a n t  o f  $ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  

U rban  L eague f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  c o n d u c tin g  s u rv e y s  o f  th e  

s o c i a l  and econom ic c o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  N egro I n  v a r io u s  c i t i e s  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  S u rv e y s  w ere  aiade I n  f i v e  

c i t i e s  w h ere  p o p u la t io n  I n c r e a s e s  and c h a n g e s  I n  s o c i a l  and 

econom ic c o n d i t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  w ar e f f o r t  had c r e a te d  

a  need  f o r  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  I n  th e  f i e l d  o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .

^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r o v is io n a l  C<xnm lttee, (Nclahoma C ity  
U rban  L e ag u e , Ju n e  2 2 , 194$ , p .  3 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
Oklahoma C i t y  W b a n  L eag u e .
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The s u rv e y s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  th e  "Community R e la t io n s  

P r o j e c t "  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e .

B e l l  a c q u a in te d  th e  g ro u p  w ith  th e  aim s and p u rp o se s  

o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L e a g u e 's  Community R e la t io n s  P r o j e c t ,  

m en tio n ed  a b o v e . The p r o j e c t  was lau n ch ed  by th e  N a t io n a l  

U rban League in  S ep tem b er, 19^4 , t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  com m unity 

l e a d e r s h ip  i n  im p ro v in g  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and Negro w e l f a r e  a s  

a m eans o f  a v o id in g  p o s t-w a r  r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t . !  I t  was an  

a t te m p t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  League t o  e l im in a t e  r a c i a l  f r i c 

t i o n  w h ich  m ig h t be i n h e r e n t  I n  p o s t- w a r  r e c o n v e r s io n  and 

re d e v e lo p m e n t p ro g ram s.

The members o f  th e  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee becam e 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  Community R e la t io n s  P r o j e c t .  And, a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  f u r t h e r  c o n fe re n c e s  w i th  P aye  Webb, th e  e x e c u t iv e  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  A g e n c ie s , th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban League O f f ic e  i n  New Y ork C i ty  was a p p r is e d  o f  

(Nclahama C i t y 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  P r o j e c t .  I n  ffeiy, 19^5 ,

M iss Webb w ro te  th e  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  t h a t  th e  P r o je c t  had b e e n  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re ,  and t h a t  th e  

C o u n c il  had v o te d  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  P r o j e c t  s t a f f  t o  make a s tu d y  

o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  p ro b lem s a s  th e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  N egro p o p u la t io n  

i n  Oklahcmia C i t y .^  On May 2 5 , t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League

^ N a tio n a l  U rban  L eag u e , D e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  C t^ m u n ity  
R e la t i o n s  P r o j e c t  (New Y o rk ; N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague . I n c . .

~ i:  —

^ N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e , A S tu d y  o f  S o c i a l  and Econanic 
C o n d i t i o n s . . . ,  p .  2 .
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recommended t h a t  Oklahoma C i t y ’s i n v i t a t i o n  be a c c e p te d .  

Oklahoma C ity  th u s  becam e th e  f i l t h  c i t y  t o  r e c e iv e  th e  

p r o j e c t  s e r v i c e s .

I n s t r u c t i o n s  w ere  s e n t  from  th e  N a t io n a l  A d v iso ry  

C om m ittee o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League c o n c e rn in g  n e c e s s a r y  

s te p s  t o  be ta k e n  by th e  C o u n c il  o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  A g en c ies  

i n  Oklahoma C ity  t o  h e lp  w ith  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  

s tu d y .  The s tu d y ,  v e ry  I n t e n s i v e  i n  n a t u r e ,  in v o lv e d  s o c i a l  

and econranic s i t u a t i o n s ,  h e a l t h ,  h o u s in g , e d u c a t io n ,  c r im e  

and J u v e n i le  d e l in q u e n c y ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  c h u r c h e s ,  c i v i c  and 

c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  

a g e n c ie s ,  l a b o r  and Job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  In c lu d e d  i n  th e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  was a r e q u e s t  t h a t  a l o c a l  a d v is o r y  co m m ittee  

be a p p o in te d .  The p u rp o s e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a d v is o r y  co m m ittee  

was t o  g iv e  g u id a n c e  and  in f o r m a t io n  t o  th e  members o f  t h e  

R e se a rc h  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Community R e la t io n s  P r o je c t  s p o n so re d  

by th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e .

D u rin g  th e  m onth  o f  J u n e , 19 ^5 , M r. J .  H arvey  K e m s , 

A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s e a rc h ,  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League 

was s e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S tu d y .  F o llo w in g  

h i s  a r r i v a l ,  th e  C o u n c i l  o f  S o c i a l  W e lf a re ,  i n  c o m p lia n c e  

w i th  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e q u e s t ,  a p p o in te d  a l o c a l  a d v is o r y  ccMnmittee 

c<mposed o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  t h e  Community C h e s t ,  C o u n c il  

o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re ,  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  b u s in e s s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  

c l e r g y  ( b o th  w h ite  and N egro) and w h ite  and N egro r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  com m u n ity . Many o f  th e  p e r s o n s  who
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w ere  s e r v in g  on th e  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee f o r  th e  O rg a n iz a 

t i o n  o f  th e  U rban League w ere a sk ed  to  s e rv e  on th e  l o c a l  

a d v is o r y  c o m m itte e .

The r e s e a r c h  a s p e c t  o f  th e  s tu d y  e x ten d e d  from  

June 25 t o  J u ly  2 8 , 19^5* D u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  a d v is o ry  

co m m ittee  m et t h r e e  t im e s .  The f i r s t  m e e tin g  was fo c u se d  

upon th e  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  s tu d y  w i th  o p p o r tu n i ty  p ro v id e d  f o r  

s u g g e s t io n s  and c r i t i c i s m s  by th e  a d v is o r y  c o m m itte e . At 

th e  seco n d  m e e tin g  a rev ie w  o f  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  s tu d y  was 

p r e s e n te d .  Any q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m ethods and t e c h 

n iq u e s  em ployed w ere  c l a r i f i e d  by th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  S tu d y . 

The t h i r d  m e e tin g  was co n c e rn e d  w i th  a  g e n e r a l  rev ie w  o f  

th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s u rv e y .

D u rin g  th e  m onths o f  O c to b e r  and November o f  1945 , 

s p e c i a l i s t s  I n  v a r io u s  f i e l d s  came t o  th e  com m unity from  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban League o f f i c e  I n  New Y ork  t o  a d v is e  and 

a s s i s t  a g e n c ie s  I n  p u t t i n g  I n t o  o p e r a t i o n  th e  r e c  (xnmend a t  Io n s  

and s u g g e s t io n s  b ased  on t h e  I n i t i a l  s tu d y  r e p o r t . ^

The s t a f f  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  I n c lu d e d :  E w e ll L . Newman,

a s o c i a l  c a s e  w ork s p e c i a l i s t .  D r .  P a u l B . C o m e l ly ,  m e d ic a l  

d o c to r  and D o c to r  o f  P u b lic  H e a l th ,  Edward F .  B c^d , h o u s in g  

s p e c i a l i s t  aiw3 E th e l  R . C la r k ,  r e c r e a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t .

Scwne o f  th e  f i n d i n g s  and recm m n en d a tlo n s  o f  t h i s  

s tu d y  a s  th e y  r e l a t e  t o  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U rban  L eag u e ,

^N ational Urban League, A S tw iy  o f  th e  S o c ia l  and
Economic C o n d i t io n s . . . ,  p . 2 .
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w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  d i s -

On J u l y  1Ô, 19^ 5 > a t  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l

C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  was a p p ro v e d  by  t h e  

P r o v i s i o n a l  Com m it tee  a s  t e m p o r a r y ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was n o t  y e t  

an  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n . ^  L a t e r  t h e y  were  a d o p te d  a s  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  end By-Laws o f  t h e  U rban  League  o f  Oklahoma 

C i t y ,  Oklahoma.

The b u d g e t c o m m itte e  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s e t  up a 

t e n t a t i v e  b u d g e t f o r  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  P r o v is io n a l  Commit

t e e .  S in c e  th e r e  w ere no a v a i l a b l e  fu n d s  from  any s o u rc e ,  

t h e  members a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  a g re e d  t o  a s s e s s  th e m se lv e s  $25

e a c h .  Those p a y in g  t h e  $25 w ere  t o  be known a s  th e  c h a r t e r

m em bers, (S ee  A ppend ix  A ).

A m em bership  c o m m itte e  was a p p o in te d  t o  w r i te  to

th o s e  p e rso n s  who had a t t e n d e d  an y  o f  th e  com m ittee  m e e tin g s

on th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  a n  U rban  L eag u e , a s k in g  t h a t  th e y  pay  a 

m em bership  f e e ,  M r, T . B . W atson  was a p p o in te d  c h a irm an  o f  

t h e  c o m m itte e . He s e l e c t e d  a s  members o f  th e  com m ittee  

R everend  C o le n , R everend  S e a r c y ,  and R everend L e e .^

^M inutes o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Com m ittee f o r  an  O rg a n i
z a t i o n  o f  a n  U rban L eague i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  J u ly  l 6 ,  19^5 , 
p .  3 -  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Œclahoma C ity  U rban L eague ,

^M inu tes  o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  C om m ittee, Oklahoma C i ty
U rban  L eague , p ,  2 . A lso  in te r v ie w  w ith  M iss V ilo n a  P ,  
C u t l e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c i a l  W ork, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma, 
M arch k ,  1957; in t e r v ie w  w i th  G eorge R ag lan d , U n iv e r s a l  L i f e  
I n s u r a n c e  C o m pany ,,J te rch  1 ? , 1957-



54

The s e c r e t a r i a l  f i l e s  do n o t c o n ta in  any r e c o rd  o f  

any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  U rban League u n t i l  

November 9» 1945, a t  w h ich  tim e  th e  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee 

m et w ith  Mr. K erns i n  th e  l i b r a r y  o f  th e  C e n t r a l  Y. W. C. A. 

Mr. K erns rev iew ed  some o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s u rv e y  made 

by th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  commu

n i t y  a s  th e y  a f f e c t  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  N egro p o p u la t i o n .

I t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  v e ry  l i t t l e  c o u ld  be done  by 

th e  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee w ith o u t  an  In c re a s e d  num ber o f  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .  A m em bersh ip  co m m ittee  was s e l e c t e d  from  th e  

g ro u p  t o  f o rm u la te  p la n s  and p ro c e d u re s  f o r  s t i m u l a t i n g  

I n t e r e s t  and e n c o u ra g in g  w id e r  com m unity p a r t i c i p a t i o n  I n  

th e  w ork o f  th e  U rban  L e a g u e . (T h is  c < x u n lttee  was concexm ed 

w i th  members a t  l a r g e  o r  a  g e n e r a l  m em bersh ip , and I s  n o t  t o  

be  c o n fu se d  w i th  th e  c m m n ltte e  on c h a r t e r  m em bersh ip  men

t io n e d  p r e v i o u s l y . )  H ow ever, Mr. T . B . W atson w as a l s o  

a p p o in te d  c h a lz n a n  o f  t h i s  c o m m itte e . R everend  Howard 

W illia m s  and R ev eren d  C o le n  a g re e d  t o  w ork w i th  W atso n .

K e m s  o f f e r e d  s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ic h  th e  

P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee m ig h t  s p o n s o r  w h ile  c o m p le t in g  f i n a l  

a r ra n g e m e n ts  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e . 

One o f  t h e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  w as t o  b e g in  m aking  p la n s  t o  b r in g  

a s p e a k e r  t o  t h e  com m unity , p r e f e r a b ly  L e s t e r  G ra n g e r , th e  

N a t io n a l  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y .

The s m a l l  p la n n in g  g ro u p  on m em bersh ip  h e ld  a  m e e tin g  

on ïtov&àber 4 ,  1 9 4 $ , a t  w h ich  tim e  p la n s  w ere  o u t l i n e d  f o r
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a c q u a in t in g  p e rs o n s  o f  b o th  r a c e s  w i th  th e  p h ilo s o p h y , p ro 

gram , o b j e c t i v e s  and m ethods o f  th e  U rban L eague, In  o r d e r  

t h a t  th e y  m ig h t be I n t e l l i g e n t  when a p p ro ac h ed  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  

and p a r t l c p a t l o n  In  su c h  a p ro g ra m .^

A l e t t e r  c o n ta in in g  a r e q u e s t  f o r  s u p p o r t  was d r a f t e d  

by K is s  Saw yer and M rs. Edw ards t o  be  m a ile d  t o  members o f  

th e  N egro  g ro u p . M iss C u t l e r  d r a f t e d  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  be  m a ile d  

t o  m ^ b e r s  o f  th e  w h ite  g ro u p . In c lu d e d  I n  th e  l e t t e r s  w ere  

b r o c h u re s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  p e r t a i n in g  t o  th e  U rban League and 

m em bersh ip  c a r d s  I n d i c a t in g  th e  ty p e  o f  m em bersh ips a v a i l 

a b l e .  L e t t e r s  w ere  m a ile d  t o  m i n i s t e r s ,  c i v i c  and s o c i a l  

l e a d e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and la y  p e o p le ,  and v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n s  I n c lu d in g  c l u b s ,  f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  and s o r o r i t i e s . ^

F o r  s e v e r a l  m onths f o l lo w in g  t h e  tw o m e e tin g s  h e ld  

I n  N ovem ber, 1945 , t h e r e  w as a l u l l  I n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

a f f i l i a t i o n .  D u rin g  t h i s  t im e .  N e lso n  G. J a c k so n  had r e 

p la c e d  B e l l  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D iv is io n  o f  

t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague i n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia .

L a te  i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1 9 46 , M rs . C a r r i e  Edw ards b eg an  

c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w i th  t h e  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  and t h e  S o u th e rn  

F i e l d  D iv i s io n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e . C o rre sp o n d en ce

^M in u tes  o f  th e  P la n n in g  G roup f o r  M em bership I n  
U rb a n  L eague  o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,  Novem ber 1 4 , 1945 , Oklahoma 
C i ty  U rb an  L eag u e , p .  3 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  (Mclahoma C ity  
U rb an  L e a g u e .

^ I b l d .
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w as a l s o  c a r r i e d  on b e tw een  th e  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  and th e  

S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D iv i s io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  s t e p s  Oklahoma C ity  

had ta k e n  to w ard  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n  U rban League In  t h a t  

com m unity .

On May 13# 1946, In  r e s p o n s e  t o  a co m m unica tion  from  

M rs. C a r r i e  Edw ards c o n c e rn in g  a c t i o n  on th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  

Community R e la t i o n s  P r o j e c t ,  J a c k s o n ,  th e  new d i r e c t o r  o f 

th e  S o u th e rn  F i e ld  D iv i s io n ,  w ro te  t h a t .  I n  view o f  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  no a c t i o n  co m m ittee  had assum ed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  

f o l lo w - u p  o f  th e  s t u d y 's  f i n d i n g s ,  s t e p s  t o  b e  ta k e n  to  

Im m e d ia te ly  o r g a n iz e  a n  U rban L eague w i th  fo rm a l a p p l i c a t i o n  

b e in g  p r e s e n te d  t o  th e  Community C h e s t  f o r  a p p ro v a l  and 

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t . ^

I n  J u n e ,  1946 , M rs. Edw ards w as in fo rm e d  by L e s te r  

G ra n g e r ,  t h e  N a t io n a l  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y ,  t h a t  J a c k so n  was 

p la n n in g  a  f i e l d  t r i p  t o  O klahcm a.

J a c k s o n  v i s i t e d  O klahana C i ty  d u r in g  t h e  m onth o f  

J u l y ,  1 9 4 6 , and d u r in g  t h a t  t im e  h e  m et w i th  R udo lph  E v je n , 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Community C h e s t .  E v je n  in fo rm e d  Ja c k so n  

t h a t  a  nnmiber o f  t h e  Community C h e s t b o a rd  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  

w as a  d e f i n i t e  n eed  f o r  an  U rban  L eague  i n  Oklahoma C i ty .  

E v je n  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  s in c e  t h e  P r o v i s io n a l  Com m ittee 

had b e e n  I n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a y e a r ,  t h e  co m m itte e  make fo rm a l

^ L e t t e r  fro m  N elso n  C . J a c k s o n  t o  M rs. C a r r ie  E dw ards, 
May 1 6 , 1 9 4 6 , (Nclahoma C i ty ,  (Xclahoma. I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
Oklahoma C i t y  U rban  L eag u e .
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a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Community C h e s t  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  

Community C h e s t  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a l l .  He f u r t h e r  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a b u d g e t  and a b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  p rog ram  

be  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n . ^

A f f i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  U rban  League 
W i th  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U rb a n  League

J a c k s o n  g a v e  a d v i c e  and g u i d a n c e  t o  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  

C om m ittee or. t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s te p s  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  t h e  

N a t io n a l  u rb a n  L e ag u e . He a s s i s t e d  i n  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  

th e  b u d g e t r e q u e s t  f o r  s u p p o r t  and a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  Community 

C h e s t .  U n d er h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and g u id a n c e  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  C h es t was s u b m itte d  t o  R udolph 

E v je n  on A u g u s t 8 , 1 9 ^ 6 .^  (A copy  o f  th e  l e t t e r  o f  a p p l i c a 

t i o n  i s  c o n ta in e d  i n  A ppendix  B .)

A ls o  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  J a c k s o n , "Terms o f  

A f f i l i a t i o n "  w ere  p re p a re d  and fo rm a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  was made 

t o  th e  N a t i o n a l  U rban  League on S ep tem b er 3 , 19^6 , f o r  th e  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y .  (A co p y  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  fo u n d  i n  A ppendix  C .)

On S e p te m b e r  12 , 1946, L e s t e r  G ra n g e r , th e  N a t io n a l

^ R e p o r t  o f  D i r e c t o r  o f  S o u th e rn  F i e ld  D iv is io n  o f  
N a t io n a l  Ifeisan L eague t o  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague O f f ic e ,
A u g u s t, 1 9 4 6 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League.

^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r o v i s io n a l  C o m m ittee , Oklahoma C ity  
U rban L eague^ p .  4 .  L e t t e r  t o  R udo lph  E v je n , D i r e c t o r  o f  
Community C h e s t  o f  Oklahoma C i ty ,  from  th e  P r o v is io n a l  
C ttn m itte e , A u g u s t 8 ,  1946 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  
U rban L e a g u e .
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E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y ,  in  a co m m u n ica tio n  t o  M rs. C a r r ie  

E d w ard s , s t a t e d  t h a t ,  a t  I t s  m o n th ly  m e e tin g  on S ep tem ber 10, 

1946 , th e  Board o f  D i r e c to r s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League 

had a c c e p te d  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  P r o v is io n a l  Com m ittee o f  

Oklahoma C i ty  to  become an  a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  Urban 

League I n c o r p o r a te d .  (See A ppendix  D .)

The P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee , a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  n o t i f i 

c a t i o n  from  G ran g e r t h a t  Oklahoma C i ty  had b e e n  a c c e p te d  a s  

a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e , m et t o  co m p le te  

t h e  p la n s  f o r  an  U rban League o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  Those who 

a t te n d e d  t h i s  m e e tin g  w e re : G eorge G ra n g e r , V ilo n a  C u t l e r ,

C a r r i e  E d w ard s , H. G. L ee, G eorge F e rg u s o n , M, L . B e th e l ,  

Z e l i a  N . B re a u x , R . G eorge B a i l e y ,  Jo e  D e rn o n c o u r t ,  Faye 

Webb, F re d a  A m erin g er, H arry  S c h a f f e r ,  C h a r o l e t t e  D o n n e ll ,

J .  M«. L i t t l e p a g e ,  D . G reen , E a r l  M i l l e r ,  M rs . E a r l  M i l l e r ,  

and F .  D . Moon.

% e s e  p e rso n s  d e c la r e d  th e m s e lv e s  m em bers o f  th e  

(Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eague , a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban 

L e ag u e , I n c o r p o r a te d ,  f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s e l e c t  and n o m in a te  

ÎTOO. t h e i r  m em bership  th o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who, i n  th e  judgm ent 

o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w ere  q u a l i f i e d  t o  a c t  a s  m em bers o f  a Board 

o f  D i r e c t o r s . ^  The fo rm a l d e c l a r a t i o n  r e a d  ;

We, t h e  body a s se m b le d , now d e c l a r e  o u r s e lv e s  members o f

M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r o v is io n a l  C o m m ittee , November 11 , 
1 9 4 6 , Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , p .  4 .  I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
(Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .
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th e  Oklahoma C ity  U rban L eague, A f f i l i a t e  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  
U rban L eag u e , I n c o r p o r a te d ,  and a s  su ch  v o te  t o  a c c e p t  
th e  above l i s t e d  in d iv id u a l s  (upon  t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e )  a s  
members o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s . 1

Members h o ld in g  e x e c u t iv e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s

o r  i n  th e  C o u n c il  o f  S o c ia l  A g e n c ie s , w ere  e x c lu d e d  from

m em bership  on th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c to r s  o f  th e  U rban L e ag u e .

R a th e r ,  su c h  p e r s o n s  w ere t o  s e rv e  i n  an  a d v is o r y  c a p a c i t y ,

a s  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  o r  a s  com m ittee  c h a ir m e n .^

The f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  B oard  was J e s s e  T . Owens.

Owens, an  In s u r a n c e  e x e c u t iv e ,  i s  a g r a d u a te  o f  t h e  law

s c h o o l  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma w here  he r e c e iv e d  h i s

u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  At th e  tim e  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U rban  L eague , o f  w h ich  he  i s  now H o n o ra ry

P r e s i d e n t ,  Owens was p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  C h u rch es

and was c h a irm a n  o f  t h e  m em bership  co m m ittee  o f  th e  C o u n c il

o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re  A g e n c ie s , b o th  o f  O k la h w a  C i t y .

E l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

M rs. F re d a  A m e rin g e r, M rs. C a r r i e  L . E d w ard s , and 

M r. L . D . Lacy c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  f i r s t  n o m in a tin g  c o m m itte e  t o  

recomn&nd n o m in a tio n s  f o r  m em bership  on th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c 

t o r s .  The f i r s t  pezrsons nom inated  f o r  b o a rd  m em bersh ip  

w e re :

M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r o v is io n a l  C o m m ittee , November 1 4 , 
1 9 4 6 , Oklahoma C i t y  U rban  L eag u e , p .  2 .  I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
(Xclahoma C i ty  U rb an  L eag u e .

^ I b id . ,  p . 1 .
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T h ree  Y ear Term

J e s s e  T . Owens, C . L, E dw ards, L, D. L acy , N. L. 
B e th a l ,  M. B . G llsm an n , R ev. H. G, L ee , W. K, W est, 
Z , N. B re a u x , H arry  S c h a f f e r ,  G eorge R agland  and 
J ,  F ,  B u r to n .

Two Y ear Term

C o rin n e  B re e d in g , G eorge F e rg u so n , J e s s e  Todd, S r . ,  
I r a  H a l l ,  B e la  H a lp e r t ,  J .  M. L i t t l e p a g e ,  E lm er 
P e te r s o n ,  C . W. M organ, E a r l  M i l l e r ,  F .  D. Noon.

One Y ear Term

F re d a  A m e rin g e r, LeRoy B la n to n ,  G eorge B a i l e y ,  Jo e  
D e rn o n c o u r t ,  F ra n c e s  E dw ards, Enoch J .  P e r c l v a l ,
H. M cK inley Rowan, J .  W. S a n d fo rd , Abraham S te w a r t ,  
T . B . W atson .

S e l e c t i o n  o f  an  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  
by  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c to r s

I n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  p o l i c y  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  

L eague , t h e  l o c a l  b ra n c h e s  em ploy th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n  E xecu

t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  who s u p e r v i s e s  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n .  The n ew ly  o rg a n iz e d  League made no e f f o r t  t o  s e c u r e  

t h e  needed  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s h ip  Im m e d ia te ly .  I n s t e a d ,  

th e  members f e l t  t h a t  I t  w ould b e  o f  g r e a t e r  a d v a n ta g e  t o  

s tu d y  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  p e rs o n s  who m ig h t b e  

I n t e r e s t e d  I n  th e  p o s i t i o n .  So f r< »  November 1 1 , 1946 u n t i l  

J a n u a ry  1 , 1947» th e  L eague f u n c t io n e d  w i th o u t  a n  e x e c u t iv e  

d i r e c t o r .  L a te r  tw o  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  w ere  s u b m itte d  t o  th e  

B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague from  

th e  N a t io n a l  O f f i c e .  On November 2 6 ,  1946 , t h e  B oard  o f  

D i r e c to r s  m et t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s .  G eorge 

R ag land  moved and  F re d s  A m eringer seco n d ed  t h a t  t h e  name o f
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C e r n o r i a  J o h n s o n  w h o se ;

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  t o  t r a i n i n g ,  e.xi e r i e n c e  and a c h i e v e m e n t  
m ee t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  be  s e l e c t e d  and 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e rsh ip  f o r  a p p r o v a l  a t  a n  a n n u a l  
s a l a r y  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0 .1

The C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A f f i l i a t i o n  had n o t  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  

f rom  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  B o ard  was 

n o t  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  any  c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  

Mrs.  J o h n s o n  a t  t h a t  t im e .  B ut by t h e  t i m e  t h e  B oard  met  

a g a in  on D ecem ber  3» 19^6 , t h e  p a p e r s  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  had 

been  r e c e iv e d .  At t h i s  m e e tin g  F . D. Moon moved and G eorge 

R agland seco n d ed  t h a t  th e  reco m m en d atio n  o f  th e  B oard  o f  

D i r e c to r s  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e tin g  f o r  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  be  

app roved  and a c c e p te d

T h ere  w ere  some who w ere  n o t  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  t h e  id e a  

o f  em p lo y in g  a woman e x e c u t iv e ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  

was overcom e th e  members v o te d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  reco m m en d a tio n  

t h a t  M rs. Jo h n so n  b e  em ployed a s  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

U rban League o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  M rs. Jo h n so n  b e g a n  h e r  

d u t i e s  a s  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  

League on J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 ^ 7 .3

iM in u te s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  Oklahcxna C i ty  
U rban L eag u e , November 2 6 , 1946 , p .  4 .  I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e .

^M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  
U rban L eague , D ecem ber 3» 1 9 4 6 , p .  2 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
Oklahcsna C i ty  U rban L e a g u e .

^M in u tes  o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  Oklahcxna C i ty  
U rban L eag u e , F e b r u a ry  1 2 , 1947 , p .  4 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e .
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C e rn o r ia  Jo h n so n  i s  a n a t iv e  o f  Oklahoma and i s  a 

g r a d u a te  o f  L an g sto n  U n iv e r s i ty ,  L a n g s to n , Oklahom a, w ith  an 

A .B . d e g re e  in  1943, and h o ld s  a M a s te r 's  d e g re e  in  S o c ia l  

Work g ra n te d  by th e  A tla n ta  U n iv e r s i ty  S ch o o l o f  S o c ia l  Work 

i n  1946.

The f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  o f f i c e  s e c r e t a r y  was made 

on F e b ru a ry  6 ,  1947 by F ra n c e s  J a c k s o n , who r e c e iv e d  a B .S . 

d e g re e  from  L a n g sto n  U n iv e r s i t y .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  was a c c e p te d  

by  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c to r s  on F e b ru a ry  10 , 1947 . M rs. J a c k 

so n  th u s  becam e th e  f i r s t  o f f i c e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  U rban 

l e a g u e . 1

O r g a n iz a t io n a l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  U rban  League

The a p p ro a c h  and te c h n iq u e s  u sed  by  th e  U rban League 

and th e  s u c c e s s  e n jo y ed  th e re f ro m  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a c t i v e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  who s e rv e d  

on  t h e  s t a f f s ,  t h e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  and co m m itte e s  o f  th e  

v a r io u s  l o c a l  ccM nm unitics.

The l o c a l  a f f i l i a t e s  a r e  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  and th ro u g h  

t h e i r  b o a rd s  and c<»nm unitles f o rm u la te  t h e i r  p ro g ram s i n  

a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  l o c a l  n eed s  and r e s o u r c e s .  T h e ir  stan-* 

d a r d s  o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  m u s t, h o w ev er, b e  th e  same a s  th o s e  

m a in ta in e d  by  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e . T hese  in c lu d e  th e  

r e q u i r e m e n ts  t h a t  th e  l o c a l  b o a rd  be  i n t e r r a c i a l ;  t h a t  th e

^ Ib ld .
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s t a f f  be s u p e rv is e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o rk e rs ;  an d , 

t h a t  th e  agency m ust a c c e p t  th e  g e n e r a l  o b je c t iv e s  and p h i l o 

sophy o f  th e  U rban League m ovem ent.^

L ike th e  p a r e n t  b o d y , th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eague, th e  

Oklahoma C ity  a f f i l i a t e  I s  g o v ern ed  by a Board o f  D i r e c to r s  

o f  I n t e r r a c i a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  composed o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

from  many f i e l d s  o f  e n d e a v o r .  I n c lu d in g  r e l i g i o n ,  b u s in e s s ,  

e d u c a t io n ,  s o c i a l  w ork , l a b o r ,  and th e  p r o f e s s i o n s .  The 

r e v i s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban League 

p r o v id e s  f o r  an  I n t e r r a c i a l  b o a rd  o f  n o t  l e s s  th a n  21 n o r  

m ore th a n  27 members e l e c t e d  upon recom m endation  o f  a 

n o m in a tin g  co m m ittee  by th e  m em bersh ip  a t  i t s  a n n u a l m e e t in g .  

(S e e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  A ppend ix  6 . )  A cc o rd in g  t o  S e c t io n  3 , 

A r t i c l e  IV o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o n e - th i r d  o f  th e  

mem bers o f  th e  b o a rd  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  e a c h  y e a r  t o  s e r v e  f o r  

a te rm  o f  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s .  How ever, t h i s  s e c t io n  

w as amended i n  O c to b e r  o f  1950 t o  p e rm it  th e  B oard members 

t o  s e r v e  tw o y e a r s  o f  t h r e e  te rm s  e a c h .  The e x p i r a t i o n  o f  

o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  on  th e  b o a rd  i s  r e 

q u i r e d  b e f o r e  a b o a rd  member may s e e k  r e - e l e c t i o n . ^

The f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a r e  o u t l in e d

^ C e rn o ria  J o h n so n , "A S tu d y  i n  t h e  H is to r y  and 
D evelofm ient o f  th e  U rban  L eague P rogram  i n  F o r t  W orth , T e x a s , 
1944  and 1945" (u n p u b lis h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  A t la n ta  U n iv e r 
s i t y ,  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia ,  1 9 4 6 ) , p .  3 1 .

^R ev ised  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , 
1950  (m im eo g rap h ed ).
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I n  S e c t io n  6 ,  A r t i c l e  IV o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  P r im a r i ly ,  

th e y  a r e  t o  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  and s u p e r v i s io n  o f 

th e  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  L eag u e , em ploy th e  ex e c u 

t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  d e f in e  th e  d u t i e s  and f i x  th e  co m p en sa tio n  

o f  sam e, and e s t a b l i s h  th e  s a l a r y  ra n g e  o f  o th e r  s t a f f  

m em bers. O r i g i n a l l y ,  th e  Board m et o n ce  q u a r t e r l y .  B ecau se  

o f  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  L eag u e , I t  became 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  m eet more f r e q u e n t l y .  C o n s e q u e n tly , th e  

r e v i s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  p ro v id e s  f o r  m o n th ly  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  

b o a r d .

A r t i c l e  V, S e c t io n  I  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o u t l i n e s  

t h e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  B o a rd .  The o f f i c e r s  and 

t h e i r  d u t i e s  a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :  ( l )  a_ p r e s i d e n t ,  who p r e s id e s

a t  a l l  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  U rban L eague and  o f  th e  Board o f  

D i r e c t o r s ,  c a l l s  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  L eague  o r  B o a rd , and a p p o in ts  

c h a irm e n  o f  a l l  c cm u o ittee s ; (2 )  ^  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  who p e r 

fo rm s  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h i s  

a b s e n c e ,  s e r v e s  a s  e x - o f f i c i o  member o f  a l l  s p e c i a l  p ro g ram s 

and p r o j e c t  c o a m a itte e s ; (3 )  £  s e c r e t a r y ,  who k e e p s  a r e c o rd  

o f  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  a l l  m e e tin g s  o f  t h e  m em b ersh ip , th e  

B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  th e  e x e c u t iv e  c o m m itte e , and a l l  o th e r  

m a t t e r s  o f  w h ic h  a r e c o rd  i s  r e q u e s te d  by  t h e  a g e n c y . The 

s e c r e t a r y  a l s o  n o t i f i e s  t h e  o f f i c e i s  and  a l l  membez*s o f  

c o m m itte e s  o f  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o in tm e n t ;  (4 )  an  a s s i s 

t a n t  s e c r e t a r y ,  who p e rfo rm s  w h a te v e r  d u t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a s s ig n e d  

t o  h im  u p o n  o c c a s io n  and who a s s îm e s  t h e  pow ers and d u t i e s
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o f  th e  s e c r e t a r y  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  a b sen ce  o f  th e  s e c r e t a r y ;  

(5 ) a. t r e a s u r e r ,  who I s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a l l  ag en cy  fu n d s ,  

a n d , u n d er th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  d i s 

b u r s e s  a l l  fu n d s  o f  th e  L e a g u e . O th e r o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  p e r 

form  su ch  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  o u t l in e d  by th e  By-Laws upon th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .

The Œclahcma C i ty  U rban League m a in ta in s  a s t a f f  o f  

t h r e e  p e rs o n s  t o  c a r r y  on th e  work o f  th e  a g e n c y . I t s  

p e r s o n n e l  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r ,  an  A d m in is t r a t iv e  

S e c r e t a r y ,  and a n  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y .

F i n a l  e x e c u t io n  o f  p la n s  and p o l i c i e s  made b y  th e  

B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  th e  e x e c u t iv e .  The E xecu

t i v e  D i r e c t o r  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n  and th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  i t s  v a r io u s  c o m m itte e s  and 

b o a rd  a c t i v i t i e s .  A p ro g ram  o f  p u b l i c i t y  and com m unity 

o r g a n iz a t io n  a r e  h e r  p r im e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The s u c c e s s  o f  

th e  ag en cy  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  o t h e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  com m unity  d ep en d s  upon th e  E x e c u t iv e  

D i r e c t o r .  The E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  a l s o  em ploys and d e f i n e s  

th e  d u t i e s  o f  w h a te v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  i s  n eed ed  t o  

a s s i s t  w i th  t h e  woric o f  t h e  L e a g u e .^

I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t i o n s  

S e c r e ta r y  t o  p ro m o te  and c o o r d in a te  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s

^ N a tio n a l  U rb an  L e a g u e , Handbook on P e r s o n n e l  
P r a c t i c e s  (Hew Y o rk : R a tic m a l U rban  L eag u e , I n c . ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,
p .  l 4 .
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a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  r e l a t i v e  to  v o c a t io n a l  

g u id a n c e , t r a i n i n g ;  l a b o r ;  p e r s o n n e l  r e l a t i o n s  p ro b le m s; 

em ploym ent, w o rk e rs ' e d u c a t io n  and v e t e r a n s ' a c t i v i t i e s .

He a s s i s t s  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y  in  th e  p ro m o tio n  and 

i n i t i a t i o n  o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  p rogram s and p r o j e c t s ,  and 

c o o p e r a te s  and c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i th  th e  D ep artm en t o f  I n d u s t r i a l  

R e la t io n s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  in  th e  program m ing and e x 

p a n s io n  o f  Job o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

The A d m in is t r a t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  a c t s  a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  

th e  e x e c u t iv e ,  b o o k k e e p e r , s te n o g r a p h e r ,  and g e n e r a l  a s s i s 

t a n t  t o  th e  e x e c u t iv e .^

C om m ittee S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  U rban League

I t  i s  th e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  U rban League t o  p la n  f o r  

b e t t e r  l i v i n g  in v o lv in g  e v e r y  p h a se  o f  a c t i v i t y  to u c h in g  th e  

p e o p l e 's  w e l l - b e in g .  To a c c o m p lis h  t h i s  o b je c t iv e  i n t e r 

r a c i a l  co m m ittee s  w i th  com m unity -w ide r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a t te m p t  

t o  f e r r e t  o u t  f a c t s  a b o u t  com m unity  c o n d i t io n s  and p la n  

s p e c i f i c  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n . ^

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v id e s  t h a t  th e  c o n m it te e s  o f  t h e  

U rban  L eague o f  Oklahmna C i ty  s h a l l  b e  o f  two ty p e s ,  i n c lu d 

in g  t h e i r  s u b -c o m m itte e s .  (S ee  S e c t io n  I ,  A r t i c l e  V o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n . )  The tw o ty p e s  a r e  p r o j e c t  co m m ittee s  and

^ I b id .

^ Jo h n so n , "A S tu d y  o f  t h e  U rban L e a g u e . . . i n  P o r t  
W o rth , T e x a s ,"  p .  3 2 .
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s ta n d in g  c o m m itte e s .  P r o je c t  co m m ittee s  a r e  th o s e  c r e a te d  

by th e  B oard f o r  a d e f i n i t e  and s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e , f o r  a 

s t a t e d  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  The s ta n d in g  co m m itte e s  a r e  th o s e  

t h a t  may be r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  f u n c t io n a l  

w ork o f  th e  U rban L eague . The fo l lo w in g  a r e  co m m ittee s  

th ro u g h  w h ich  t h e  w ork o f  th e  U rban League I s  c a r r i e d  on :

1 .  C om m ittee on P u b lic  R e la t io n s  (T h is  co m m ittee  

i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  and c o o p e ra 

t i o n  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  U rban League)

2 .  Community S e r v ic e s

3 .  C om m ittee on I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s

F i n a n c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  U rban League

The U rban  L eague r e c e iv e s  t h e  m a jo r  p r o t l o n  o f  I t s  

Incom e fro m  th e  U n ite d  Fund o f  G r e a te r  CHclahoma C i t y .  The 

U n ite d  Fund I s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  t o  t h e  Community 

C h e s t w h ich  w as fo u n d ed  some 30 y e a r s  ago  b y  t h e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  (Xclahoma C i ty  t o  c o o r d in a te  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  fu n d s  

f o r  n eed ed  s e r v i c e s .  The U n ited  Fund I s  a n  e n la rg e m e n t o f  

t h e  Community C h e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  and was o rg a n iz e d  I n  1952 .

I t  I s  t h e  m a c h in e ry  s e t  up b y  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  co am u n lty  

t o  cm ab ln e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  e s s e n t i a l  v o lu n ta r y  h e a l t h  and w e l

f a r e  a g e n c ie s  I n t o  one a n n u a l cam p aig n , and t o  d i s t r i b u t e  

th e  fu n d s  th u s  s e c u re d  on a sound b u d g e ta ry  b a s i s .  Not o n ly  

d o e s  I t  com bine t h e  l o c a l  a g e n c ie s  w h ich  w ere  u n i te d  f o r  so  

many y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  C anm unlty  C h e s t ,  b u t  I t  a l s o  em braces
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t h e  f i n a n c i a l  n eed s  o f  n a t i o n a l  a p p e a ls  w hich  fo rm e r ly  co n 

d u c te d  s e p a r a te  ca m p a ig n s .

The U n ited  Fund assum es th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

r a i s i n g  fu n d s ,  i t s  member o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and a p p r o p r i a t i n g  

th e  fu n d s  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  b a s ic  n eed s  and th e  r e l a t i v e  

u rg en cy  o f  v a r io u s  p rog ram s in  th e  com m unity .

The U n ited  Fund o f  G r e a te r  Oklahoma C i ty  I s  g o v ern ed  

by a board  o f  4 l  d i r e c t o r s ,  who r e p r e s e n t  th e  le a d in g  c i t i 

z en s  o f  th e  com m unity and who a r e  e l e c t e d  by th e  com m unity 

a t  l a r g e . 1

The U rban L eague o f  Oklahoma C ity  h a s  b e e n  a member 

o f  th e  U n ite d  Fund f o r  n in e  y e a r s .  At th e  tim e  o f  th e  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  U rban  L eague , b e f o r e  m em bersh ip  i n  th e  

Community C h es t was g r a n te d  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n  s e e k in g  m em bership  had t o  b e  o b se rv e d  by th e  Community 

C h e s t i n  o p e r a t io n  on  i t s  own r e s o u r c e s  f o r  a p e r io d  o f  tw o 

y e a r s .  B u t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w as f e l t  by  th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

Community C h e s t t h a t  t h e  ty p e  o f  p rog ram  th e  L eague s p o n s o r s  

was so  v i t a l  and n e c e s s a r y  t o  th e  c<xnmunity, t h e  U rban  

League was n o t  r e q u e s te d  t o  w a i t  f o r  th e  tw o y e a r  p e r i o d .  

I n s t e a d ,  m em bership  I n  th e  Community C h e s t was g r a n te d  t o  th e  

U rban League a t  t h e  tim e  i t  w as a c c e p te d  a s  an  a f f i l i a t e  o f  

t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e . The C h e s t a l l o c a t e d  th e  Thrban

^U n ited  Fund o f  G r e a te r  (Nclahcxaa C i ty ,  "P u rp o se s  and 
F u n c t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  F und" (Oklahom a C i ty ;  1 9 5 6 ) , p .  1 .
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League $ 6 ,0 0 0  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n .^

T ab le  VI shows th e  f i n a n c i a l  g ro w th  o f  th e  Oklahoma 

C ity  U rban League a c c o rd in g  t o  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from  th e  U n ited  

Fund f o r  th e  10 y e a r  p e r io d  from  1 9 ^ 7 -5 7 . I n  19^7 th e  

U n ite d  Fund a p p r o p r ia te d  $ 6 ,0 0 0  t o  th e  L eag u e . I n  1 9 56-57 , 

th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  from  th e  U n ited  Fund was $ 1 6 ,0 0 0 , w hich  i s  

a t o t a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  o v e r  th e  10 y e a r  p e r io d .  T h is  

i s  a n  a v e ra g e  I n c r e a s e  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 1 ,0 0 0  e a c h  y e a r .^

Any ag en cy  m aking a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m em bersh ip  I n  th e  

fu n d  I s  r e s t r i c t e d  from  c o n d u c tin g  f i n a n c i a l  d r i v e s  u n t i l  

a f t e r  I t  h a s  f u n c t io n e d  I n  th e  com m unity f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  

y e a r s .  T h u s , f u r l n g  th e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  I t s  o p e r a t io n ,  

t h e  U rban  League o f  Oklahoma C i ty  o p e r a te d  on t h e  am ount 

a l l o c a t e d  by  th e  U n ited  Fund and on m em bersh ip  f e e s ,  c o n t r i 

b u t i o n s ,  g i f t s ,  and d o n a t io n s  from  I n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s .

I n  1954 ,  t h e  League c o n d u c te d  I t s  f i r s t  " a l l  o u t"  

m em bersh ip  cam p a ig n . S in c e  t h a t  t im e  I t  h a s  had a n  a n n u a l 

m em bersh ip  d r i v e .  T a b le  V II  shows t h e  f i n a n c i a l  g ro w th  o f  

t h e  L eague a c c o rd in g  t o  m em bership  f e e s .  I n  1 9 ^ 7 , t h e  

L eague j?ece lv ed  a  t o t a l  m em bership  f e e  o f  $ 5 9 9 .5 0 .  The 1957 

m em bersh ip  cam paign  n e t t e d  a t o t a l  o f  m ore th a n  $ 6 ,7 0 0 .  The

^ I n te rv ie w  w i th  C e m o r la  J o h n so n , E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , O klahana C i t y ,  O klahom a, 
M arch , 1 9 5 7 .

^ A u d i to r 's  R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban  League 
f o r  th e  Y e a rs  19^7-1956  I n c l u s i v e .  I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
Oclahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .



TABLE VI

FINANCIAL GROWTH OF URBAN LEAGUE DURING 10-YEAR FERIOD 
ACCORDING TO UNITED FUND CONTRIBUTIONS*

Y ear C o n t r ib u t io n

1947 $ 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0

1948 6 , 3 1 0 .0 0

1949 6 , 8 3 7 .9 8

1950 7 ,7 3 5 .0 0

1951 8 , 7 0 0 .0 0

1952 10,1 0 0 .0 0

1953 11 , 3 0 0 .0 0

1954 1 2 ,4 0 0 .0 0

1955 13 , 9 0 0 .0 0

1956 1 4 ,5 0 0 .0 0

1957 16 , 0 0 0 .0 0

♦ C o m p i l e d  f r o m  A u d i t o r ’ s  R e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  i n d i 
c a t e d  .
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TABLa V II

FINANCIAL GROWTH OF URBAN LEAGUE DURING 10-YEAR PERIOD 
ACCORDING TO IffiîffiEREHIP FEES*

Y e a r M em bersh ip  F e e s

1947 $ 5 9 9 . 5 0

1948 3 8 3 .8 5

1949 3 4 8 .0 0

1950 5 9 2 . 5 0

1951 5 0 0 . 0 0

1952 5 5 0 . 0 0

1953 6 8 3 . 0 0

1954 3 , 7 3 7 . 2 5

1955 4 , 3 6 0 . 0 0

1956 4 , 5 2 9 . 0 0

1957 6 , 7 3 0 . 0 0

♦A nnual B u d g e ts  f o r  Y ea rs  I n d ic a te d  19^6-19^7  th ro u g h
1956 - 195 7 .
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t o t a l  am ount o f  f in a n c e  c o l l e c t e d  in  m em bership  f e e s  by th e  

League d u r in g  i t s  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  d id  n o t  exceed  $600 in  

any one y e a r .  I n  195%, th e  t o t a l  am ount c o l l e c t e d  in  

m em bership  f e e s  was f i v e  t im e s  a s  much a s  t h a t  c o l l e c t e d  

d u r in g  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r .  T h is  s tu p e n d o u s  in c r e a s e  i s  

a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  f i r s t  m em bership  cam p aig n .

T a b le  V I I I  shows th e  f i n a n c i a l  g ro w th  o f  th e  League 

e a c h  y e a r  in c lu d in g  c o n t r ib u t i o n s  fro m  th e  U n ited  Fund and 

m em bership  f e e s .  I n  1 9 4 7 -1 9 ^8 , th e  U rban League o p e ra te d  

on a b u d g e t o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 6 6 0 0 , The 1956-1957 program  

o f  th e  U rban  League n e c e s s i t a t e s  a b u d g e t o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  

$23*000 , The f i n a n c i a l  g ro w th  o f  th e  U rban  League I s  I n d ic a 

t i v e  o f  th e  g ro w th  I n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  f o r  th e  

s e r v i c e s  th e  L eague r e n d e r s  t h e  com m unity ,^

M em bership o f  t h e  U rban  L eague

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  U rban  L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty  

p r o v id e s  f o r  f o u r  ty p e s  o f  m em bersh ip  I n  th e  L eag u e , They 

a r e :  ( l )  C h a r t e r  m em bersh ips w h ich  w ere  g ra n te d  t o  th o s e

p e r s o n s  who c o n t r ib u te d  $23 t o  t h e  L eague I n  I t s  I n i t i a l  

s t a t e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t; (2 ) A s s o c ia te  m em bersh ips w h ich  r e f e r  

t o  th o s e  p e r s o n s  who c o n t r i b u t e  $23 o r  m ore t o  th e  L eague;

(3 ) S u s ta in in g  m em bersh ips a r e  th o s e  m em bersh ips w h ich  

I n c lu d e  c o n t r ib u t i o n s  from  $3  t o  $ 2 3 ; and (4 )  C o n t r ib u t in g

^From c o rre s p o n d e n c e  and s ta te m e n ts  t o  t h e  U rban 
L eague O f f ic e  fro m  v a r io u s  p e rsc m s c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  th e  U rban 
L eag u e , I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e ,



TABLE V I I I

FINANCIAL GROWTH OF URBAN LEAGUE ACCORDING TO TOTAL 
FINANCIAL RECEIPTS* (MEMBERSHIP FEES AND 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM UNITED FUND)

Y ear
M em bership F ees  

and
C o n t r ib u t io n s

1947 $ 6 , 5 9 9 .5 0

j-i.
1948 6 , 6 9 3 .8 5

Ï ■
1949 7 , 2 8 5 .9 8

1950 8 , 3 2 7 .5 2

1951 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0

1952 10 , 6 5 0 .0 0

1953 11 , 9 8 3 .0 0

1954 16 , 1 3 7 .2 5

1955 18 , 2 6 0 .0 0

1956 19 , 0 2 9 .0 0

1957 2 2 , 6 7 3 .0 0

♦A nnual B u d g e ts  f o r  th e  Y e a rs  I n d i c a t e d ,  1946-1956 
I n c l u s i v e .
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m em b ersh ip s  a r e  g ra n te d  t o  th o s e  p e rso n a  c o n t r ib u t i n g  $1 to  

$5  t o  th e  League p ro g ram .

As i s  t r u e  o f  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c to r s  and th e  

C cxnm ittees , th e  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  U rban League i s  i n t e r 

r a c i a l  and r e p r e s e n t s  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  com m unity i n t e r e s t s .  

The m em bersh ip  cam paign  w h ich  ended i n  F e b ru a ry  o f  1957 shows 

a p r e s e n t  m em bership  o f  m ore th a n  2000 p e r s o n s .

T a b le  IX shows t h e  g ro w th  o f  m em bership  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague d u r in g  th e  t e n  y e a r  p e r io d .

The su d d en  I n c r e a s e  i n  m em bership  I n  1954 was due t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  y e a r  1954 m arked t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  member

s h ip  d r i v e s  c o n d u c te d  by  th e  U rban  l e a g u e . From T a b le  IX 

i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  th e  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  U rban League h a s  

i n c r e a s e d  from  51  i n  1947 t o  2156  I n  195 7 .

U rban  L eague H e a d q u a r te r s  

The f i r s t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  U rban  L eague o f  (Xclahoma C i ty  

w as l o c a te d  i n  t h e  S t i l e s  S t r e e t  Y .W .C.A . b u i ld in g  on th e  

c o m e r  o f  S t i l e s  and N o r th e a s t  Second S t r e e t s .  H ow ever, 

b e c a u s e  many p e o p le  w ere  p ro n e  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  U rban  League 

a s  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  Y .Y .C .A ., th e  U rban L eague, a f t e r  

r e m a in in g  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a lm o s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  moved t o  

i t s  p r e s e n t  h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  t h e  F in e ly  B u i ld in g  on t h e  c o r n e r  

o f  N o r th e a s t  Second and W aln u t S t r e e t s .  T h is  p r e s e n t  lo c a 

t i o n  i s  a t  t h e  midway p o i n t  b e tw e e n  t h e  N egro and w h ite  

b u s in e s s  s e c t i o n .



TABLE IX

GROWTH IN MEMBERSHIP OP THE URBAN LEAGUE OF OKLAHOMA CITY 
DURING THE 10-YEAR PERIOD FROM 

1 9 4 6 - 1 95 6 ,  INCLUSIVE*

Y e a r M embership

1 9 4 7 -1948 51

1948-1949 119

1 949-1950 193

1 9 5 0 -1 9 5 1 198

1 9 5 1 -1 9 5 2 203

1 9 5 2-1953 240

1953-1954 1116

1 9 5 4 -1 9 5 5 1383

1955-1 9 5 6 1883

1 9 5 6 -1 9 5 7 2156

•Com plied frcsn  r e p o r t s  f o r  th e  y e a r s  in d ic a te d  o f  
M em bership C om m ittee , O c lak a sa  C i ty  U rban L eag u e . I n  th e  
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .
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In  th e  t e n  y e a r  p e r io d  from  19^7-1956  i n c l u s i v e ,  

th e  Urban League h e a d q u a r te r s  h as  grown from  a two room 

o f f i c e  i n  t h e  Y .W .C.A, b u i ld in g  on S t i l e s  S t r e e t  t o  an  o f f i c e  

o f  sev en  rooms and two b a th s  w ith  th e  m ost c o m p le te  o f f i c e  

f u r n i s h in g s  and e q u ip m e n t.

O f f i c e r s  o f  th e  U rban League 

D u rin g  th e  t e n  y e a r s  s in c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  th e  U rban 

League o f  (Hclahoma C i ty  h a s  had f i v e  p r e s i d e n t s ,  f o u r  o f  

whom w ere w h i te  and one o f  wh«n was a N eg ro .

M r. J e s s e  T . Owens 

D r .  B e r th a  Levy 

R everend  F ra n k  0 .  Holmes 

M r. P .  D . Moon 

M r. P u r c e l l  Graham

The f i r s t  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  U rban  League w e re :

M r. J e s s e  T .  Owens, P r e s id e n t  

M rs. C a r r i e  E d w ard s , S e c r e t a r y  

M r. L . D . L acy , T r e a s u r e r  

The p r e s e n t  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  L eague a r e :

P u r c e l l  G raham , P r e s id e n t  

M a tt ie  Z e l t z ,  S e c r e t a r y  

D e l la  McCane, A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  

Leo S . C ode, T r e a s u r e r



CHAPTER IV

ACTIVITIES OP THE OKLAHOMA CITY URBAN LEAGUE- 

COMMUNITY SERVICES

I n  C h a p te r  I I I  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  U rban League 

o f  Oklahoma C i ty  was d i s c u s s e d .  T h is  c h a p te r  and th e  f o l lo w 

in g  tw o c h a p te r s  a r e  d e v o te d  t o  a c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  t h r e e  

a r e a s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eague: 

Community S e r v i c e s ,  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t i o n s  and C o o p e ra tio n  and 

C o o r d in a t io n  S e r v i c e s .

A c co rd in g  t o  th e  Terms o f  A f f i l i a t i o n ,  th e  (Nclahoma

C i ty  U rban L eague was a c c e p te d  a s  a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  th e

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague on S e p tem b e r 1 0 , 1 946 . I t  d id  n o t  come 

i n t o  b e in g  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a d e s i r e  t o  e x p e r im e n t w i th  a  new 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The im p a c t o f  tw o t r a g i c  e r a s  I n  th e  h i s t o r y  

o f  Oklahoma C i ty  (1 )  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 *s and th e  

1 9 3 0 * s , and ( 2 ) t h e  seco n d  w o rld  w a r , had th e  e f f e c t  o f  a r o u s 

in g  s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  m ee t human n e ed s  m ore e f f e c t i v e l y . ^  

Out o f  t h i s  a w a re n e ss  came a d e e p  and p ro fo u n d  r e a l i z a t i o n  on

^N ational Urban League, A Study o f  th e  S o c ia l  and
Economic C on d ition s o f  th e  Negro P op u la tion  in  Oklahoma C ity
( n . ; . :  Ju n e-Ju ly , 1 9 4 $ ), p . o 4 .
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t h e  p a r t  o f  I n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s ,  o f  th e  need f o r  a s t r o n g  

i n t e r r a c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th ro u g h  w hich  com m unity p ro b le m s 

a f f e c t i n g  th e  N egro  m ig h t be m e t. As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  r e c o g n i 

t i o n  o f  t h i s  n e e d , th e  U rban League was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  O k la

homa C i t y .  P e rs o n s  b e l i e v i n g  in  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  w h ich  t h i s  

c o u n try  had i t s  o r i g i n ,  t h a t  a l l  r a c e s  and f a i t h s  c o u ld  l i v e  

s id e  by s i d e  i n  c o m p le te  harm ony, w ere  m o tiv a te d  by  a d e s i r e  

t o  im prove  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  m in o r i ty  g r o u p .  They 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t :

M in o r i ty  r a c e  g ro u p s  i n  many p la c e s  h ave  d e v e lo p e d  a 
s p i r i t  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  and r e s e n tm e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  
o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r  w h ich  makes w holesom e r e l a t i o n s  
d i f f i c u l t . • .T h e  d e a th  r a t e ,  t h e  c r im e  r a t e ,  t h e  p r o p o r t io n  
o f  ig n o r a n c e  and i n e f f i c i e n c y  among r e p r e s s e d  r a c e s  a r e  
n e a r l y  a lw a y s  h ig h e r  th a n  among th e  m a jo r i t y  r a c e .  T h u s , 
s o c i e t y  c a r r i e s  th e  b u rd e n  o f  i t s  own n e g l e c t  and  e x p l o i 
t a t i o n . !

% e y  w e re  a l s o  aw are  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  a s  w as F r a n k l i n

R o o s e v e l t ,  t h a t :

T oday we a r e  f a c e d  w i th  t h e  p reem m inen t f a c t ,  t h a t  i f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  t o  s u r v i v e ,  we m u st c u l t i v a t e  t h e  s c ie n c e  
o f  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s — th e  a b i l i t y  o f  a l l  p e o p le s  o f  a l l  
k in d s  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  and w ork t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same 
w o rld  a t  p e a c e .^

^ C e m o r la  J o h n so n , "A S tu d y  i n  t h e  H is to r y  and D e v e lo p 
m ent o f  t h e  U rb a n  L eague P rogram  o f  F o r t  W o rth , T e x a s ,  1944 
and 1 945" (u n p O b lis h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  A t l a n ta  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g e ,  1 9 4 6 ) ,  p .  2 4 .

R m o  Sc h n e id em an , D e m o c ra tic  E d u c a t io n  i n  P r a c t i c e  
(New Y ork : B a r p e r  and  B r o th e r s ,  1949).» p .  1 .
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Program  and P h ilo so p h y  o f  O klahona C ity  U rban League

The p u rp o se  and p rog ram  o f  th e  U rban League o f  O k la

homa C ity  a r e  b ased  upon th o s e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e . 

W hile th e  b a s ic  p h ilo s o p h y  and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  U rban League 

have rem ained  th e  same a s  th e y  w ere  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  o r g a n i 

z a t io n  o f  th e  L eague , c h a n g in g  s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  have n e c e s s i 

t a t e d  ch an g es  i n  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h a t  p h ilo so p h y  and i n  th e  

ap p ro a c h  t o  th e  o b j e c t i v e s .  Not o n ly  have ch an g es  i n  s o c i e t y  

made n e c e s s a ry  ch an g es  i n  t h e  a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  U rban L eague , 

from  tim e  t o  t im e ,  b u t  a l s o  t r tm  com m unity t o  com m unity .

The program s o f  t h e  a f f i l i a t e s ,  a l th o u g h  p la n n ed  i n  

t h e  l i g h t  o f  l o c a l  p ro b le m s and  n e e d s ,  a r e  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r 

v i s i o n  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D iv i s io n ,  lo c a te d  i n  A t l a n t a ,  

G e o rg ia . T h is  o f f i c e ,  w i th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  s t r o n g ,  l o c a l  

i n t e r r a c i a l  g ro u p s ,  s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  w ork o f  th e  League a f f i l 

i a t e s  i n  t h i r t e e n  s t a t e s . %

Once th e  w w ly  o rg a n iz e d  L eague had b e e n  f o r m a l ly  and 

o f f i c i a l l y  d e c la r e d  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , 

and  had c le a r e d  away a l l  d e t a i l s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t io n in g  

o f  an  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  E x e c u tiv e  

D i r e c t o r ,  a  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  c o m m ittee  a p p o in tm e n ts ,  and 

t h e  a d o p tio n  o f  a C o n s t i t u t i o n  and B y-Law s, t h e  L esgue was 

r e a d y  t o  la u n c h  upon th e  t a s k  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a p rog ram  o f  

com m unity s e r v i c e s  and im p ro v e m en t.

^ Jo h n so n , "A S tu d y  o f  t h e  U rban L e a g u e . . . i n  F o r t  W o rth , 
T e x a s , * p ."  2 4 ,
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I f  an  o r g a n iz a t io n  I s  to  work c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  In  a 

com m unity, i t  m ust know so m eth in g  o f  th e  com m unity o f  w hich 

I t  I s  a p a r t .  I n  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  t h i s  f a c t  th e  U rban League 

o f  Oklahoma C i ty  e a r l y  so u g h t to  a c q u a in t  I t s e l f  w i th  a l l  

a s p e c t s  o f  th e  com m unity , i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e ,  i t s  r e 

s o u r c e s ,  i t s  s o c i a l  n e e d s , th e  n a tu r e  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  th e  

a t t i t u d e s ,  s e n t im e n t s ,  and b e l i e f s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

i t s  f a c t i o n a l  l i f e .  The f a c t i o n a l  l i f e  o f  a p e o p le  o f t e n  

d i s o r g a n iz e s  a com m unity and Im pedes p r o g r e s s ,  h e n c e , a 

know ledge o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  th e  com m unity had g r e a t  s i g n i f i 

c a n c e  f o r  t h e  League i n  d e v e lo p in g  i t s  p ro g ram . I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  p ro v id in g  i n s i g h t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  ty p e  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  

t h a t  sh o u ld  b e  a d o p te d , in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  com m unity  

a f f o r d s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  background  f o r  th e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  p ro 

j e c t s  a g re e d  u p o n , and t o  some e x t e n t ,  i n f lu e n c e s  t h e  

d ev e lo p m en t o f  s u c h  p r o j e c t s .

Any c o n t r i b u t i o n  w h ich  th e  U rban  L eague o f  Oklahoma 

C i ty  h a s  made t o  t h e  w e l l  b e in g  o f  th e  com m unity i s  a t t r i 

b u te d ,  i n  th e  m a in , t o  a know ledge o f  t h e  com m unity . I t s  r e 

s o u r c e s ,  and i t s  n e e d s .  At th e  v e ry  o u t s e t ,  t h e  L eague 

tu rn e d  t o  th e  f i n d i n g s  and reco m m en d atio n s  o f  th e  S tu d y  o f  

th e  S o c i a l  and Econw nlc C o n d it io n s  o f  t h e  N egro  P o p u la t io n  

I n  Oklahoma C i ty  a s  th e  n u c le u s  aro u n d  w h ic h  t o  b u i l d  i t s  

p ro g ra m . Many m e e tin g s  o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w ere  d e 

v o te d  t o  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  n eed s  o f  t h e  com m unity  a s  r e v e a le d

WWW.:;/, '
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by t h i s  s u r v e y .1

A f te r  th o ro u g h  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  reco m m en d atio n s  

made by th e  s t a f f  o f  e x p e r t s  who c o n d u c te d  th e  s tu d y ,  th e  

League f e l t  I t  c o u ld  b e s t  s e rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  commu

n i t y  by o r g a n iz in g  i t s  program  around  th r e e  b ro ad  a r e a s .

T hese a r e a s ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  by th e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r ,  a r e :

1) Community S e r v ic e s  w ith  em p h asis  upon h e a l t h ,  c h i l d  and 

f a m ily  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e s ,  h o u s in g , r e c r e a t i o n  and n e ig h b o r 

hood Im provem ent; 2 ) I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  w h ich  i s  co n c e rn e d  

w ith  jo b  d e v e lo p m e n t, v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e ,  p u b l ic  in fo r m a t io n  

and t r a i n i n g ;  and 3) C o o p e ra tio n  and C o o r d in a t io n  S e r v i c e s . 

T h is  In v o lv e s  a w o rk in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  o t h e r  g ro u p s  o f  

th e  com m unity w hose i n t e r e s t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  o f  th e  

L eag u e . T hese  g ro u p s  in c lu d e  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n s ,  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  w e l f a r e  g ro u p s ,  s t a t e  and g o v e rn m e n ta l 

a g e n c ie s ,  and c i t y  o f f i c i a l s .

Many c h u rc h e s  and c i v i c  g ro u p s  t u r n  t o  t h e  L eague f o r

in f o r m a t io n ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and s e r v i c e  i n  p ro b lem s r e l a t i n g
2

t o  r a c i a l  m a t t e r s .  They f in d  t h a t  th e  League i s  a v a i l a b l e  

a t  a l l  t im e s  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  a g e n c ie s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

and i n d i v i d u a l s  who n eed  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  an y  p h a se  o f  t h e i r

M in u tes  o f  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban 
League d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  1 9 ^7 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma 
C i ty  U rban L e a g u e .

O
(Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , "U rban L eague P ro m o tes 

B e t t e r  U n d e ra tazk lin g  B etw een th e  R a c e s"  (O klahom a C i t y ;  1953), 
(m im eographed) .
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w ork In v o lv in g  th e  Negro Com m unity, o r  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .

Many tim e s  p r o j e c t s  a r e  s t a r t e d  on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  

th e  L eag u e , I n  th e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  g ro u p s  a r e  i n v i t e d  by th e  

U rban League t o  s h a re  in  th e  p la n n in g ,  e x e c u t io n  and b e n e 

f i t s  o f  th e  p r o j e c t s .  In  t h i s  way, th e  League c o o r d in a te s  

th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a l l  g ro u p s  in  v a r io u s  p h a se s  o f  p la n n in g  f o r  

com m unity im provem en t.

As i n  th e  c a s e  o f  o t h e r  a f f i l i a t e s ,  th e  t o o l s  o f  th e  

(Xclahoma C i ty  U rban League a r e  r e s e a r c h  and f a c t  f i n d i n g .

A s tu d y  o f  com m unity c o n d i t io n s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

s o c i a l  p ro b lem s m ig h t b e  l o c a t e d .  I n  many i n s t a n c e s ,  th e  

L eague h a s  c o n d u c te d  th e  s u r v e y s .  I n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  i t  

h a s  u t i l i z e d  t h e  f in d in g s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  made by o th e r  

a g e n c i e s .

Group d i s c u s s i o n  i s  a l s o  b a s i c  t o  th e  p rog ram  o f  th e  

U rban  L eag u e . T h is  i s  one o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  s a f e g u a r d s  

o f  dem ocracy  and i s  fu n d a m e n ta l t o  th e  d e m o c ra t ic  fo rm  o f  

g o v e rn m e n t. R e a l i z in g  t h i s  f a c t  and th e  f a c t  t h a t  g ro u p  

d i s c u s s io n  i s  one  o f  th e  b e s t  m edium s th ro u g h  w h ich  m isc o n 

c e p t i o n s  and e r ro n e o u s  i d e a s  a r e  c l a r i f i e d ,  th e  League 

m akes g r e a t  u s e  o f  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  i n  th e  fo rm  o f  p u b l ic  

m e e t in g s ,  fo ru m s , and open d i s c u s s i o n s .

The s u c c e s s  o f  th e  U rban  L eague movement i s  d e p e n d e n t 

upon a  sound p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  p ro g ra m . One o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

h a n d ic a p s  i n  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  b e t t e r  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

Amezrica i s  th e  u n f o r tu n a te  l a c k  o f  in f o r m a t io n  s u f f e r e d  by
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an  overw helm ing m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  b o th  w h ite  and 

N e g ro e s . T h e re fo re ,  th e  League has In c lu d e d  in  i t s  p rogram  

th e  u se  o f  o p in io n  m akers o f  th e  c o u n t r y - - n a t io n a l  r a d io  and 

t e l e v i s i o n  n e tw o rk s . Im p o r ta n t  m e t ro p o l i ta n  n e w sp a p e rs , th e  

N egro w eekly p r e s s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  and p r o f e s s io n a l  J o u r n a ls  

and th e  L eague’s  own p u b l i c a t i o n s . ^

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  U rban League Program  
t o  t h e  <Sommunl€y

Prom th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g ,  th e  (Mclahoma C i ty  U rban 

L eague a c c e p te d  a s  one o f  i t s  m a jo r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  th e  

t a s k  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  th e  w ork o f  th e  

A gency. The id e a  o f  th e  U rban  League movement was r e l a t i v e l y  

new t o  th e  com m unity . T r u e ,  some vague g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  c o n 

c e r n in g  th e  League p ro g ram  w ere  form ed i n  th e  m inds o f  many 

p e o p le ,  b u t  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  had no r e a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

t h e  p u rp o s e , th e  p h i lo s o p h y ,  n o r  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  w e re  some who w ere d e f i n i t e l y  opposed  

t o  i t s  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  t h e  com m unity .^

One o f  th e  m a jo r  p ro b le m s , th e n ,  w ith  w h ich  th e  L eague 

w as c o n f ro n te d  d u r in g  i t s  e a r l i e r  p e r io d  was t h a t  o f  d e v i s in g  

w ays and means o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t o  th e  p u b l ic  th e  p h ilo s o p h y

^ Jo h n so n , *A S tu d y  o f  t h e  U rban L e a g u e . . . i n  F o r t ,  
W o rth , T e x a s ,"  p .  3 0 ,

o
^ L etter from Faye Webb, E xecu tive  S ecreta ry  o f  C ouncil

Welfaare A gencies t o  Mr. W illiam  Y, B e l l ,  D ir ec to r  o f  th e
F ie ld  D iv is io n  o f  th e  Mati<mal Urban League, A p r il , 19^5-
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and p u rp o se  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  was hoped t h a t  a w e l l -  

p lan n ed  program  o f  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  m ig h t 

h e lp  In c r e a s e  th e  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n .  The e a r l y  

m in u te s  o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  r e v e a l  t h a t  an I n c r e a s e  

i n  m em bership was o f  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  to  th e  L eague. The League 

b eg an  Im m ed ia te ly  t o  s e e k  th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  

th e  p r e s s ,  and th e  r a d i o .  M in is te r s  w ere asked to  In fo rm  

th e  members o f  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  th e  e x i s te n c e  o f  th e  

League in  th e  c o n m u iiity , and t o  e n l ig h te n  them on i t s  p u r 

p o s e s .  News r e l e a s e s  w ere  s e n t  r e g u l a r l y  t o  th e  p r e s s ,  b o th  

w h ite  and N eg ro . I n f o r m a t io n  p e r t a i n in g  t o  League a c t i v i t y  

was m a iled  t o  v a r io u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 

a g e n c ie s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  Members o f  th e  League w ere  

en co u rag ed  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  L eague program  I n  o th e r  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n s  In  w h ich  th e y  h e ld  m em b ersh ip . O th e r  a p p ro a c h e s  w ere  

made th ro u g h  a w e e k ly  new s I te m  u n d e r  th e  c a p t io n ,  "View 

Y our U rban L e a g u e ."  % l s  w as c a r r i e d  I n  th e  N egro p r e s s .  

A n o th e r  was made th r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  b r o a d c a s t s ,  "Knew Y our 

U rban  L e a g u e ,"  o v e r  s t a t i o n  KOCY In  Oklahoma C i ty .  The 

b r o a d c a s t s  w ere  h e ld  e a c h  Sunday a f te r n o o n  f o r  a p e r io d  o f  

s i x  w eeks b e g in n in g  th e  f i r s t  Sunday i n  J u ly ,  1947, and 

c o n t in u in g  th ro u g h  t h e  se co n d  Sunday I n  A u g u st, 1 9 4 ? .^

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  a p p ro a c h e s ,  th e  p u b l ic  g r a d u a l l y

^M inu tes o f  B o ard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  
L eag u e , F e b ru a ry ,  194?  th ro u g h  D ecem ber, 1947, p .  3 .  I n  t h e  
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U x^an L eag u e .
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b eg an  t o  a c c e p t  th e  U rban League program  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  

com m unity s e r v i c e s .  T hrough  a co m m ittee  s e t  up f o r  th e  p u r 

p o se  o f  d e v e lo p in g  sound p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s ,  th e  League h a s  

so u g h t t o  m a in ta in  a c o n t in u o u s  program  o f  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  

and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

At a m e e tin g  h e ld  on D ecem ber 3 , 19^6 th e  c o n s i t u t i o n  

and b y - la w s  w h ich  had b e e n  te m p o r a r i ly  ad o p ted  by th e  

P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee w ere  g iv e n  f i n a l  a p p ro v a l  a s  th o s e  o f  

th e  U rban League o f  (Xclahoma C i t y .  To s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c h ie v e  

i t s  p u rp o se  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  new ly  

o rg a n iz e d  League f e l t  t h a t  to o  much em p h asis  c o u ld  n o t  b e  

p la c e d  upon th e  t r a i n i n g  and e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  s e l e c t e d  

t o  c a r r y  o u t  th e  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  th e  B o a rd . S o , a t  t h i s  same 

m e e tin g , th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a g re e d  t o  send  th e  E x e c u t iv e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League t o  a tw o w eeks 

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague C o n fe re n c e  a t  Camp A tw a te r  I n  B o s to n ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  and t o  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban League o f f i c e  f o r  

a t e n  d ay  o r i e n t a t i o n  c o u r s e  d u r in g  th e  m onths o f  J u ly  and 

A ugust o f  1 9 ^ 7 . E x p e n se s  and t h e  r e g u l a r  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  w ere  p a id  b y  th e  l o c a l  L e ag u e .^

F ro n o tlo n  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw een  th e  r a c e s ,  p r o v id in g  

a m e e tin g  ground  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  I n t e r r a c i a l  p ro b le m s , and 

p r o v id in g  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  N eg ro es  I n  a b l - r a c l a l  p a t t e r n  az%

^M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o ard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  (Xclahoma C i ty  U r
b a n  L eag u e , D ecem ber 3 ,  1 9 ^ 6 , p .  4 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
Œclahmùa C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e .
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some o f  th e  aim s and p u rp o se s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  U rban 

L e a g u e .^

Race R e la t io n s

In  o r d e r  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  and e v a lu a t e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban L eague, i t  i s  f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  to  

u n d e r s ta n d  so m e th in g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w hich e x i s t e d  

b e tw een  th e  N egro and w h ite  r a c e s  p r i o r  t o  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  

o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .

The r a c e  q u e s t io n  h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  a b u rn in g  i s s u e  in  

CHclahoma C i t y ,  The e a r l y  l e g i s l a t u r e s  p assed  s e v e r a l  law s 

l i m i t i n g  th e  c i t i z e n s h i p  r i g h t s  o f  N e g ro e s . The F e d e r a l  

D i s t r i c t  and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  Suprem e C o u r ts ,  l a t e r ,  d e 

c l a r e d  th o s e  law s u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

Ccmanunlty R e la t io n s  P r o j e c t  r e p o r t ,  t h e  A m erican G uide S e r i e s  

r e v e a l  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  r e c o rd  o f  th e  N egro  a s  an  i s s u e  i n  

s t a t e  a f f a i r s  was t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n  i n t o  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  s ta te h o o d :

93ie J im  Crow Law was one th e y  f i r s t  a d o p te d .  The G rand
f a t h e r  C la u s e ,  w h ich  w ould have d e p r iv e d  th e  Negiro o f  
s u f f r a g e ,  was a d o p te d  i n  1 9 1 0 . I t  w as d e c la r e d  un co n 
s t i t u t i o n a l  by  th e  F e d e r a l  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  i n  1 9 1 5 . An 
a t te m p t  t o  i n i t i a t e  a l i t e r a c y  t e s t  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  was 
d e f e a t e d  b y  p o p u la r  v o te  i n  1 9 1 6 .2

I t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  i n f e r r e d ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t  th e  N egroes

^Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , "U rban League Prcxnotes 
B e t t e r  U n d e rs ta n d in g  B etw een th e  R a c e s ,"  p .  2 .

^N ation al Urban League, A Study o f  th e  S o c ia l  and
Economic C o n d i t io n s . . . ,  p . 6 l
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I n  Oklahoma C i ty  rem ained  p a s s iv e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .  On 

th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e y  w ere a c t i v e  in  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n 

s h ip  s t a t u s .  The Community R e la t io n s  P r o j e c t  r e v e a le d  t h a t ;

The p r e s s  and p u l p i t  Jo in ed  i n  w hat many o f  th e  o ld e r  
r e s i d e n t s  te rm e d , 'a  r e f u s a l  t o  be p o l i t i c a l l y  e n s la v e d  
by  p e o p le  who had come to  th e  s t a t e  s e e k in g  a l a r g e r  
freed o m  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s . '1

The R e s e a rc h  S t a f f  o f  th e  Community R e la t i o n s  P r o je c t  

was I n t e r e s t e d  I n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  b e tw ee n  th e  Negro 

and w h ite  r a c e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  o b ta in  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  

o p in io n s  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  one h u n d red  and f i f t y  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w ere  m a ile d  t o  N egro and w h i te  s o c i a l ,  c i v i c ,  

and b u s in e s s  l e a d e r s .  The q u e s tio n n a  1 r e s  c c x ita ln e d  two 

I te m s .  The f i r s t  w a s ; What do you  c o n s id e r  t h e  o u ts ta n d in g  

I n t e r r a c i a l  p ro b le m s  i n  t h i s  c i t y ?  The sec o n d  w as; What 

s u g g e s t io n s  w ould y o u  o f f e r  t o  im prove t h e s e  c o n d i t io n s ? ^

R e p l ie s  fro m  b o th  r a c e s  I n d ic a te d  t h a t  p ro b le m s  r e 

s u l t i n g  fro m  econom ic c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  N egro  w ere  some o f  

t h e  m o st o u t s t a n d in g  i n t e r r a c i a l  p ro b le m s o f  t h e  c i t y .  

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  low  s t a t u s  o f  th e  N egro I n  t h e  econom ic s p h e re  

b re d  o t h e r  p ro b le m s .

F o llo w in g  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  r e p l i e s  r e c e iv e d  b y  th e  

R e s e a rc h  S t a f f :

H o u s in g , t h e  n eed  f o r  b e t t e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
N eg ro es  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  l a r g e r  and b e t t e r  p a r k s .

^ I b i d .

^ Ib ld .
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H ousing  and h e a l t h  s e g r e g a t i o n .
F e a r  and r a c i a l  i n t o l e r a n c e  on th e  p a r t  o f  b o th  r a c e s .  
The Negro s e c t io n  d o e s  n o t  r e c e iv e  th e  p ro p e r  a t t e n t i o n  
a s  t o  P h y s ic a l  and s o c i a l  h e a l t h  n e e d s . . .
H e a l th ,  h o u s in g , r e c r e a t i o n a l  and u t i l i t i e s  p ro b le m s, 
e s p e c i a l l y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .
Economic p rob lem s and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s .
D e n ia l  o f  f a i r  em ploym ent.
S e g r e g a t io n  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .
Lack o f  m u tu a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b lem s w hich 
a f f e c t  b o th  r a c e s . 1

The f o l lo w in g  a r e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  s u g g e s t io n s

o f f e r e d  f o r  th e  im provem ent o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s :

P ro v id e  a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h o u s in g , r e c r e a t i o n  and 
e d u c a t io n .
A b ro ad  e d u c a t io n a l  p ro g ram .
F a i r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r t  th e  N egro com m unity can  
p la y  in  th e  c i t y ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t.
P ro v id e  same ty p e  o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  a l l .
Open d o o r  p o l ic y  o f  em ploym ent r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e  o r  
c o l o r . 2

H e a l th  and W e lfa re  S e r v ic e s  

The fo r e g o in g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  in d ic a te d  a 

need  f o r  a p rogram  o f  b r o a d ,  s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  B u t b e c a u se  o f  

t h e  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  th e  U rban  League p rog ram  i n  th e  c i t y ,  

t h e  L eague made no  a t te m p t  t o  b e g in  w i th  su c h  a p ro g ram . 

R a th e r ,  th e  L eague f e l t  i t  w is e  t o  b e g in  w i th  a l im i te d  p ro 

gram  i n  w h ich  a  few s u c c e s s e s  m ig h t b e  a c h ie v e d .  L a te r  a s  

t h e  id e a  g a in e d  i n  a c c e p ta n c e ,  t h e  p ro g ram  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  was 

e x p a r d e d .

A s tu d y  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Community R e la t io n s

l l b i d .

^Ibid. ,  p. 64.
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P r o je c t  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  N egroes in  th e  com m unity w ere  w o e fu lly  in a d e 

q u a t e .  T h is  c o n d i t i o n ,  as  s t a t e d  by D r . P a u l C o m e ly , th e  

c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  th e  h e a l th  ph ase  o f  th e  s tu d y ,  was a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  a l a c k  o f  h e a l t h  e d u c a t io n ,  l im i t e d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 

in a d e q u a te  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . ^  S in c e  t h i s  a r e a  r e p r e s e n te d  

one o f  su c h  p r e s s in g  n e e d s , and one i n  w h ich  im m ediate  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  th o s e  n eed s  was d e s i r a b l e ,  t h e  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  o f  

th e  League w ere  d i r e c t e d  tow ard th e  im p ro v em en t o f  h e a l t h  

and w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  N egroes i n  th e  com m unity . The f a c t  

t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was one o f  a l e s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n a tu r e  

a l s o  had i t s  b e a r in g  upon th e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  League t o  

p io n e e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .^

Of s p e c i a l  c o n c e rn  t o  th e  L eague w as th e  r e p o r t  o f  

t h e  s tu d y  w h ich  r e v e a le d  th e  l a c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  t o  th e  

h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  N egro c h i ld r e n  b y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  The r e p o r t  

r e v e a le d  "an  a la rm in g  p a r e n t a l  n e g l e c t  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  lo o k  

a f t e r  t h e  p h y s ic a l  w e l l  b e in g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

I n  1943- 1944 ,  t h e  (Xclahoma C i ty  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

S c h o o ls ,  D r .  H. B ru n e r ,  a u th o r iz e d  a s u rv e y  o f  h e a l t h  co n 

d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  o f  s e v e n  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  i n  th e

l(Xclsb(xna C i ty  U rban L eag u e , F iv e  Y e a r  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t 
((Nclahoma C i t y ;  1951) > p .  5 (m im eo g ra iA e d ).

2 I n te r v ie w  w ith  C e m o r ia  Jo h n so n , E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague , A p r i l  1 5 , 1 % 7 .

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague, A S tu d y  o f  t i i e  S o c ia l  and 
Econom ic C o n d i t i o n s . . . ,  p .  2 2 .
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co m m u n ity . Upon c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  s tu d y .  I t  was found t h a t  

th e  h e a l t h  d e f e c t s  w ere n o t  a l l  o f  r e c e n t  o r i g i n .  Many w ere 

o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  d u r a t i o n .  M o reo v er, th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  

e x i s t e d  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had b een  c a l l e d  to  

th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  p u p i l ,  and th e  p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d ia n .  The 

h e s i t a n c y  o f  th e  p a r e n ts  t o  ta k e  any  r e m e d ia l  a c t i o n  c o n 

c e r n in g  t h e  h e a l t h  n e ed s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  was d u e , i n  p a r t ,  

t o  t h e  f e a r  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  c o r r e c t i v e  m e a s u re s . B u t th e  

m a jo r  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  d e f e c t s  w ere r e f l e c t e d  by c h i l d r e n  who 

came fro m  e n v iro n m e n ts  o f  s q u a lo r ,  m is e r y ,  and p o v e r ty  w here 

t h e  u n e q u a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  l e f t  l i t t l e  t im e  i n  th e  

l i v e s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  t h i n k  o f  th e  c h i l d ' s  h e a l t h  c o n d i

t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  s c h o o l  a d ju s tm e n t  and h i s  a d j u s t 

m ent t o  l a t e r  l i f e . ^  I n  T a b le  X c a n  b e  s e e n  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  h e a l t h  s u rv e y  i n  t h e  s e v e n  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls .

I t  i s  appazren t t h a t  f r tm  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n d i t io n s  w hich  

e x i s t e d  am ong N egro c h i l d r e n ,  a s  th o s e  c i t e d  a b o v e , t h e r e  

w as a  d e f i n i t e  need  f o r  a b ro a d  p ro g ram  o f  h e a l t h  e d u c a t io n  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  need  f o r  a c o o r d in a t io n  o f  a l l  com m unity h e a l t h  

r e s o u r c e s  and  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c lu d in g  th o s e  o f  th e  s c h o o ls ,  

d o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s ,  c i t y  and c o u n ty  h e a l t h  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  p a r e n t s ,  

d e n t i s t s ,  and  c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

C o n c e rn in g  th e  h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  Ragan w r i t e s ;  

% e  h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  c a n  b e  m et o n ly  a s  th e

I b i d . ,  p . 2 2 .



TABLE X

RESULTS OF HEALTH CONDITION OF STUDENTS IN SEPARATE SCHOOLS
OF OKLAHOMA CITY 1943-1944*

VO

S ch o o l
Number

E n ro lle d
Number

Examined
H e a rt

D e fe c ts
U nder
w e ig h t C a v i t i e s

V i s i o n
D e f e c t s

1
Immunl- S 
z a t  i o n s

D unbar 740 560 34 6 107 56 202 1

Page 696 632 32 28 73 22 '40 Ï
4

O rchard
Park 183 168 10 1 25 36

C a rv e r 112 96 1 4 12 2 16 '

W heatley 100 76 - 1 0 4 14

Choctaw 67 54 3 2 4 1 20

Edwards
A d d itio n 54 53 2 7 8 7 -

• N a t io n a l  Urban L eague, A S tu d y  o f  th e  S o c ia l  and Economic C o n d i t i o n s . . . ,
p .  13 .
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com m unity a s  w e l l  a s  th e  s c h o o l becom es a h e a l t h f u l  
p la c e  In  w hich  t o  l i v e . . . T h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a f u n c t io n a l  
program  o f  h e a l t h  I n s t r u c t i o n  In v o lv e s  c o o p e r a t io n  b e 
tw een  th e  s c h o o l  and co m m u n ity .1

The above s ta te m e n ts  a r e  In  a cco rd  w i th  t h e  recommen

d a t io n s  made by D r . C o m e ly ;

E ncouragem ent o f  v a r io u s  c i v i c ,  r e l i g i o u s  and f r a t e r n a l  
g ro u p s  t o  I n c lu d e  h e a l t h  I n s t r u c t i o n  and e d u c a t io n  a s  a 
d e f i n i t e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  y e a r  round p ro g ra m .. .O r g a n iz a t io n  
o f  a c l ty - w ld e  h e a l t h  co m m ittee  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
v a r io u s  I n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  I n  th e  com m unity , w h ich  would 
s e r v e  a s  an  a d v is o r y  c o o p e r a t iv e  co m m ittee  i n  a  y e a r  
round  p ro g ra m .2

The U rban L eague b e l i e v e d ,  a s  d id  F ay e  Adams, t h a t :

A h e a l t h y ,  f u n c t io n in g  o rg an ism  i s  e v e ry  c h i l d  *s b i r t h  
r i g h t . . . N o  m a t t e r  how i n t e l l i g e n t  o r  how a c a d e m ic a l ly  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c h i l d  may b e ,  he c a n n o t f u l l y  m ee t h i s  
need  f o r  b e lo n g in g ,  p re e m in e n c e , and s e c u r i t y ,  i f  th e  
d e p r e s s in g  and d i s t r e s s i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  h e a l t h  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a r e  p e r m it te d  t o  o p e r a t e . 3

W e ll-C h ild  C l in i c

The L eague t h e r e f o r e  b eg a n  t o  e x p lo r e  some a v e n u e s  

th ro u g h  w h ich  some o f  t h e  p ro b lem s a t t e n d a n t  upon  in a d e q u a te  

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  m ig h t be a l l e v i a t e d .  At t h e  

s u g g e s t io n  o f  D r .  J .  F .  B u r to n , a t  a m e e tin g  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  

D i r e c to r s  i n  O c to b e r , 1 9 4 7 , th e  id e a  o f  a w e l l - c h i l d  c l i n i c  

was d i s c u s s e d  a s  one o f  many p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e

^ W illia m  B . R ag an , M odem  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l C u rr ic u lu m  
(New Yox4c; D ry d en  P r e s s ,  1953J j  p .  4 1 5 .

2 Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , F iv e  Y e a r  P r o g re s s  
R e p o r t ,  p .  5 .

R onald
^ a y e  Adams, E d u c a tin g  A m e rica ’s  C h i ld r e n  (Mew Y ork : 
P r e s s ,  1947 )#  p .  15B.
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p ro b le m . A co m m ittee  on h e a l t h ,  was a p p o in te d  t o  s tu d y  th e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  su ch  a c l i n i c  f o r  N egroes i n  one 

o f  th e  N egro n e ig h b o rh o o d s . T h is  co m m itte e  composed o f  B e la  

H a lp e r t ,  O nnie McGee, O p a lin e  W adkins, Alma G ideon , J .  F . 

B u r to n , J e s s e  T . Owens, J .  H. D a l to n ,  F a t h e r  S e th  E dw ards, 

A r d e l le  L le w lly n , and C. D. Jo h n so n , m et on November 2 4 , 

1947 ,  t o  d i s c u s s  a w e l l - c h i ld  c l i n i c  a s  one o f  th e  h e a l th  

p r o j e c t s  w h ich  th e  League m ig h t s p o n s o r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  

o u t  su c h  a p r o j e c t  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u re  

th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  N egro p h y s ic i a n s .  D r .  B u r to n  su g g e s 

te d  t h a t  i f  th e  N egro p h y s ic ia n s  m a n ife s te d  i n t e r e s t  them 

s e l v e s ,  he  and M rs. Owens would make th e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n ta c t s  

w ith  p e r s o n s  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  g ro u p .^

F o llo w in g  t h i s  m e e tin g  M rs. O nnie McGee m et w i th  th e  

members o f  t h e  N egro  M e d ic a l, D e n ta l  and P h a rm a c e u tic a l  

S o c ie ty  a t  w h ich  tim e  M rs. McGee s o l i c i t e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  

o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  w e l l - c h i l d  c l i n i c  

i n  some o f  th e  m ore n eed y  N egro n e ig h b o rh o o d s . She ask ed
J

t h e  members o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  i f  th e y  w ould p ro v id e  f u l l ,  

f r e e ,  m e d ic a l  e x a m in a tio n s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  who a t te n d e d  th e  two 

d ay  n u r s e r i e s ,  t h e  W est S id e  N u rse ry  and t h e  E a s t  S id e  

N u rs e ry ,  i n  th e  c i t y .  McGee was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  know ing 

i f ,  i n  th e  e v e n t  th e  U rban League was s u c c e s s f u l  i n

^M in u tes  o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  Oklahcsna C i ty  
U rban  L e ag u e , O c to b e r  I 8 ,  1947 ,  p .  4 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
(Nclahooia C i ty  U rban L eag u e .
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e s t a b l i s h i n g  a w e l l - c h i l d  c l i n i c  in  th e  F a irg ro u n d  a r e a ,  th e  

members o f  th e  g ro u p  w ould c o o p e ra te  in  g iv in g  v o lu n te e r  

s e r v ic e  i n  th e  c l i n i c .  The p h y s ic ia n s  r e a d i l y  a g re e d  t o  h e lp  

in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  any  h e a l t h  p rog ram , n o t o n ly  f o r  p r e 

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  f o r  a l l  in d ig e n t  p e r s o n s .  M oreover, 

th e y  a g re e d  t o  g iv e  p e r io d ic  c h e c k -u p s  i n  th e  n u r s e r i e s  and 

im m e d ia te ly  a r ra n g e d  a s c h e d u le  f o r  th e  sam e.^

McGee r e p o r te d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  th e  

N egro M ed ica l S o c ie ty  t o  th e  H e a lth  Com m ittee a t  a m e e tin g  on 

F e b ru a ry  l 8 ,  1 9 4 8 . H ow ever, th e  id e a  o f  th e  c l i n i c  d id  n o t  

m eet th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  a l l  o f  th e  p e rs o n s  p r e s e n t .  The C i ty  

H e a lth  D i r e c t o r ,  W. H. M ile s ,  s t r o n g l y  opposed th e  i d e a .  He 

in fo rm ed  th e  g ro u p  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a s s i s t  f i n a n 

c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  any  c l i n i c  i n  any  p a r t  o f  th e  

c i t y .  He d is c o u ra g e d  th e  Id e a  and em phasized  th e  im p o r ta n c e  

o f  m aking f u l l  u s e  o f  th e  c i t y  h e a l t h  c l i n i c  a t  9  W all S t r e e t ,  

and th e  one m a in ta in e d  a t  t h e  V a r ie ty  C lub H e a l th  C e n te r .

D r .  E . G. G re e n , D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  V a r ie ty  C lub  H e a l th  C e n te r  

was o f  th e  same o p in io n  a s  D r .  M ile s ,  th o u g h  he d id  d e p lo r e  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  N eg ro es  frm n  th e  E a s t  S id e  and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  

th e  c i t y  m ig h t f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t o  th e  V a r ie ty  C lub  

H e a l th  C e n te r .^

^ M in u te s  o f  th e  H e a l th  C om m ittee , Cklahœna C i ty  U rb an  
L eag u e , N ovem ber 2 4 ,  1 9 47 , p .  2 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  O k la 
homa C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e .

p
M inutes o f  th e  H ealth  CcHnmittee, (Nclahona C ity  Urban

League, February l 8 ,  1948, p . 2 .  In th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Okla
homa C ity  Urban League.
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As f u r t h e r  p ro o f  o f  th e  need o f  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a

w e l l  c h i l d  c l i n i c ,  Jo h n so n  c i t e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t i s t i c s

o b ta in e d  from  th e  c i t y  h e a l t h  n u r s e ;

The P u b l ic  A s s i s ta n c e  D iv i s io n ,  Oklahoma C o u n ty , h as 
u n d e r i t s  c a r e  136 in d ig e n t  f a m i l i e s  c o n ta in in g  159 
p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  in  th e  a r e a  bound by L in d sa y  t o  
E a s te r n  from  F i r s t  t o  S e v e n th  S t r e e t .  T h ese  f i g u r e s  do 
n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  in  b o r d e r l i n e  o r  
low incom e f a m i l i e s .  Inasm uch a s  o n ly  tw e n ty - f iv e  o r  
t h i r t y  c h i l d r e n  c a n  be  a d e q u a te ly  c a re d  f o r  i n  one 
c l i n i c ,  and o n ly  t h r e e  one day  w e l l - c h i ld  c l i n i c s  a r e  
h e ld  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  e a c h  w eek, th e  t o t a l  N egro c h i l d r e n  
p e r  week f o r  th e  t o t a l  N egro p o p u la t io n  w i l l  r u n  a b o u t 
s e v e n t y - f i v e  o r  n in e t y  c h i l d r e n . !

The o p p o s i t i o n  e n c o u n te re d  from  th e  above  s o u rc e s  d id  

n o t d e t e r  t h e  U rban  L eague in  i t s  p la n s  t o  s e t  up a w e l l - c h i ld  

c l i n i c .  Jo h n so n  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  S .  S . F a r l e y ,  P a s to r  o f  th e  

F a irv ie w  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h , d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  s h e  a c q u a in te d  

him w i th  t h e  need  f o r  a w e l l - c h i l d  c l i n i c  i n  t h a t  com m unity . 

P a r l e y ,  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h i s  n e e d , o f f e r e d  th e  b a se m en t o f  th e

c h u rc h  t o  b e  used  f o r  th e  c l i n i c .  He a sk ed  no  c h a r g e s .

How ever, t h e  c o m m itte e  a g re e d  t o  d o n a te  $10 p e r  m onth f o r  th e  

u se  o f  u t i l i t i e s .

M ean w h ile , O p a lin e  W adkins, o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i ta l ,

c o n ta c te d  v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e c u r e  c o 

s p o n s o r s  f o r  th e  c l i n i c .  Members o f  t h e  A lpha Kappa A lpha 

S o r o r i t y  w ere  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  p r o j e c t  and a g re e d  t o  p r o 

v id e  fu n d s  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n .

^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  S ubcom m ittee  on C h ild  H e a l th  Con
f e r e n c e ,  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e , M arch 3 ,  1948 , p .  4 
I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L e ag u e .
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W adkins and Jo h n so n  made v i s i t s  t o  th e  C ity  H e a lth  

D ep a rtm en t t o  check  on a p p r o p r ia t e  fo rm s and r e c o r d s .  How

e v e r ,  th e  n u r s e ,  in  show ing th e  fo rm s , em phasized  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e y  w ere v e ry  e x p e n s iv e .  B ecau se  o f  th e  ex p en se  

a t t a c h e d  t o  th e  fo rm s . Levy was ask ed  t o  c o n ta c t  M iles  to  

s e e  i f  th e  League m igh t e x p e c t  any c o o p e r a t io n  from  th e  C ity  

H e a lth  D e p a r tm e n t, ( i t  w i l l  be  rem em bered t h a t  M iles  opposed 

th e  id e a  o f  th e  c l i n i c  from  th e  b e g in n in g .)  However, he d id  

a g re e  t o  f u r n i s h  a n u r s e  on T h u rsd ay  o f  e a c h  w eek, b u t s t a t e d  

t h a t  th e  C i ty  H e a lth  D ep artm en t would n o t  be  a b le  t o  f u r n i s h  

d r u g s ,  r e c o r d  fo rm s , n o r  any o th e r  fo rm  o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  

W adk ins, th e r e u p o n ,  c a l l e d  upon th e  S t a t e  H e a lth  D e p a rtm en t. 

She was a s s u r e d  by G rady M atthew s, D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  S t a t e  

H e a l th  D e p a r tm e n t, t h a t  d ru g s  f o r  th e  im m u n iz a tio n s  would be 

made a v a i l a b l e  th ro u g h  th e  S t a t e  H e a lth  D e p a r tm e n t, and 

o f f e r e d  h i s  own s e r v i c e s  and a s s i s t a n c e  I n  an y  o th e r  way 

p o s s i b l e . ^

M a s te rso n  o f  th e  A le x a n d e r  D rug Company, i n  a re s p o n s e  

t o  an  a p p e a l  from  B e r th a  Levy f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  th e  p r o j e c t ,  

o f f e r e d  t o  c o n t r ib u t e  some d ru g s  f r e e ,  and o th e r s  a t  c o s t . ^

T he N egro c a se w o rk e r  o f  th e  C oun ty  D e p a rtm e n t o f  

P u b lic  W e lf a r e ,  v o lu n te e r e d  t o  c e r t i f y  p e r s o n s  t o  th e  c l i n i c  

t o  a s s u r e  th e  D o c to rs  t h a t  o n ly  I n d ig e n t  p e r s o n s  w ere s e rv e d .

l l b l d .

Z lb ld .
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The League f u r t h e r  d e c id e d  t h a t  inasm uch a s  many c a s e s  

a c t u a l l y  r e q u i r e  t r e a tm e n t  i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  c a l l  th e  

c l i n i c  a C h ild  H e a lth  C o n fe re n c e , and g iv e  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a g e ,  th e  im m u n iz a tio n s .

A lth o u g h  G reen  was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  maximum use  

was n o t b e in g  made o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  th e  V a r ie ty  C lub 

H e a lth  C e n te r ,  he commended th e  U rban League f o r  i t s  i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  w e l l - c h i ld  c l i n i c  and f e l t  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  

i t s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  b e c a u se  th e  p r o j e c t  would 

s t r e n g th e n  th e  p r e s e n t  h e a l t h  program  and th e  c a u s e  o f  c h i ld  

h e a l t h .

D r . Mark E v e r e t t ,  Dean o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma 

S ch o o l o f  M e d ic in e , o f f e r e d  t o  send  a r e s i d e n t  d o c to r  t o  

s e rv e  In  th e  c l i n i c ,  i f  n e e d e d .

R e f e r r a l s  and fo llo w -u p s  on c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  th e  

c l i n i c  w ere  made t o  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic ia n s  and e x i s t i n g  

h o s p i t a l s .

I t  was t h e  L e a g u e 's  o b j e c t iv e  t o  u n d e r ta k e  t h e  p ro 

j e c t  on a d e m o n s t r a t io n  b a s i s  f o r  one y e a r  t o  show th e  need 

f o r  th e  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e re d  th e  com m unity by  s u c h  a p r o j e c t . ^

I n  o r d e r  t o  p u b l i c i z e  th e  c l i n i c ,  th e  C om m ittee on 

E d u c a tio n  o f  w h ich  P .  D . Moon was c h a irm a n  a r ra n g e d  t o  send 

s p e a k e rs  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  c h u rc h e s  t o  make b r i e f  s ta te m e n ts  on

^Minutes o f  th e  Committee on H ealth , Oklahoma C ity
Urban League, A p ril 2 1 , 1949, p . l .  In th e  f i l e s  o f  th e
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  c l i n i c ;  a n d ,  a r r a n g e d  

f o r  p u b l i c i t y  i n  d a i l y  a n d  w e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r s ,  a n d  f o r  r a d i o  

t i m e .

F i n a l l y ,  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 ^ 8 ,  t h e  c l i n i c  w a s  r e a d y  t o  

o p e n  f o r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p o n s o r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u 

t o r s  :

F a irv ie w  B a p t i s t  Church 

Oklahoma C ounty  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  

A lpha Kappa A lpha S o r o r i t y  

S t a t e  H e a lth  D ep a rtm en t

U rban L e a g u e 's  Women's D iv i s io n  

N egro M ed ic a l S o c ie ty

H o u s i n g

N u rses

Funds

D rugs and L i t e r a 

t u r e  

V o lu n te e r s  

D o c to rs  and

S am ples

A r e p o r t  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  c l i n i c  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t h r e e  m onths fro m  A ugust th ro u g h  O c to b e r , 1948 , i s  

p r e s e n te d  b e lo w . T h is  c o v e r s  a p e r io d  o f  tw e lv e  d a y s .  The 

c l i n i c  o p e ra te d  f o u r  d a y s  e a c h  m o n th .

C h i ld r e n  e n r o l l e d  86

Number o f  v i s i t s  made 176

Im m u n iz a tio n s  g iv e n  118

V o lu n te e r  h o u rs  ( in c lu d in g  d o c to r s  and n u r s e s )  220 

The f o l lo w in g  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  c l i n i c  

f r a n  A u g u s t, 1948 t o  May, 1950;

Number

C h i ld r e n  e n r o l l e d  244
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V i s i t s  t o  c l i n i c  

Im m u n iz a tio n s  

M o th ers  r e g i s t e r e d  

V o lu n te e r  h o u rs  

S p o n s o r in g  g ro u p s

844

5Ô1

213

1112&
7

As c a n  b e  s e e n  from  a co m p a riso n  o f  th e  two r e p o r t s ,  

th e  c l i n i c  p ro v ed  t o  be  a s u c c e s s f u l  and needed  p r o j e c t .

I t  was th ro u g h  t h i s  c h a n n e l  t h a t  many p a r e n t s  w ere  made t o  

r e a l i z e  th e  Im p o r ta n c e  o f  s t a r t i n g  e a r l y  i n  g iv in g  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  a c h a n c e  t o  d e v e lo p  s t r o n g ,  s t u r d y  b o d ie s  and th u s  

a s s u r in g  f o r  them  a b e t t e r  m e n ta l o u t lo o k ,  a h a p p ie r  s o c i a l  

a d ju s tm e n t ,  and th e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  g r e a t e r  econom ic s e c u r i t y .  

The p u b l i c 's  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  c l i n i c  w as s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t h a t  

more i n t e r e s t  w as m a n ife s te d  i n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a H e a lth  

C e n te r .  The in c r e a s e d  a t te n d a n c e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a new and 

b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n ;  s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  w ere  d ia g n o s e d  e a r l y  enough 

t o  h e a l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  In v o lv e d ,  a%«3 I n d i v i d u a l s  w ere  made 

aw are  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  w h ich  w ere  d e r iv e d  fr<mi t h e i r  v o lu n ta r y  

s e r v i c e s . !

I t  I s  n o t  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  L eague  t o  d u p l i c a t e  th e  

f u n c t io n  o f  a n o th e r  a g e n c y . On o c c a s io n s  I t  h a s  b e e n  n e c e s 

s a r y  f o r  t h e  L eague t o  p ro v id e  a d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  w here  su c h  

a s e r v i c e  I s  l a c k in g  o r  t o t a l l y  I n a d e q u a te ,  ( a s  w as th e  c a s e

^C om m ittee on % a l t h ,  Oklahoma C i t y  U rban  L eag u e , 
"R e p o rt o f  V e l l - C h l ld  C l in i c  frm n  A u g u s t, 1 9 48 , th ro u g h  May, 
194 9 " (m im e o g ra p h ed ).
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o f  th e  In a d e q u a te  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  N egroes in  Oklahoma 

C i t y ) ; o r  w here i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  d e m o n s tra te  th e  need f o r  

su ch  a s e r v i c e ;  o r  w here i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  p ro v id e  su ch  a 

s e r v i c e  d u r in g  a p e r io d ,  when th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  agency  o r  

o r g a n iz a t io n  i s  p r e p a r in g  to  expand i t s  own f a c i l i t i e s  o r  

s e r v i c e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  W henever a d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  i s  p ro 

v id e d ,  h o w ev er, i t  i s  done on a te m p o ra ry  b a s i s ,  w ith  e v e ry  

e f f o r t  b e in g  made t o  have th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  e x i s t i n g  agency  t o  

t a k e  o v e r  t h a t  f u n c t io n .^  The o r i g i n a l  p u rp o se  o f  th e  w e l l -  

c h i l d  c l i n i c  w h ich  th e  Oklahoma C ity  League s p o n s o re d , was 

t o  d e m o n s tr a te  t o  th e  C i ty  and C ounty  H e a lth  D ep artm en t th e  

need  f o r  i n c r e a s in g  th e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  N eg ro es . 

A f t e r  a c c o m p lis h in g  t h a t  p u rp o se  th e  League d i r e c t e d  i t s  

e f f o r t s  to w ard  th e  s o l u t i o n  o f  o th e r  p ro b le m s .

N egro C r ip p le d  C h ild r e n

F u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  U rban L eague h a s  a lw ay s  b een  

v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  h e a l t h  o f  c h i l d r e n  was r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  L e a g u e 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  c a r e  g iv e n  N egro c r ip p le d  

c h i l d r e n  a t  U n iv e r s i t y  H o s p i ta l .  At one t im e  th e  c h i l d r e n  

w ere  h o u sed  i n  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l .  They had 

b e e n  rem oved fr<m  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l ,  a n d , a t  

t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  Oclahoma C i ty  U rban 

L eag u e , w ere  b e in g  s e r v ic e d  i n  w hat was c a l l e d  th e  S o u th

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , A Handbook o f  O p e ra tio n s  f o r  
U rb an  L eague P e r s o n n e l ,  P a r t  1 , H is to r y  and P h ilo so p h y  
(1 § 5 3 ; p a S p h le t ) .   ------------------------------------
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W ard. W hile th e  ty p e  o f  c a r e  g iv e n  th e  c h i l d r e n  in  t h a t  

lo c a t io n  was commended by th e  L eague, th e  members w ere a l s o  

c o g n iz a n t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t r e c e iv e  th o s e  

s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  w h ich  w ere b e in g  g iv e n  a t  C r ip p le d  C h i ld r e n 's  

H o s p i ta l . '

D r. J .  M. L i t t l e p a g e ,  a member o f  th e  H e a lth  Com m ittee 

and Mr. J e s s e  Owens, p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  (Mclahoma C i ty  U rban 

L eague, c o n f e r r e d  w i th  th e  h o s p i t a l  o f f i c i a l s .  D r. Mark 

E v e r e t t ,  D ean o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma S c h o o l o f  M edi

c i n e ,  and M r. P a u l F e s l e r ,  H o s p i ta l  A d m in is t r a to r ,  r e g a r d in g  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  They w ere  in fo rm ed  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  had 

b een  removed upon th e  a d v ic e  o f  a N egro c o m m itte e . When 

q u e s tio n e d  a s  t o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  N egro c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n  

w ere  g e t t i n g  a s  a d e q u a te  c a r e  i n  th e  S o u th  Ward a s  th e y  

would w ere  th e y  i n  t h e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l ,  th e  

o f f i c i a l s  answ ered  i n  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  L a te r ,  th e y  f i n a l l y  

a g re e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p e rh a p s  sh o u ld  b e  housed  i n  th e  

C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l .

The U rb an  L eag u e , th ro u g h  i t s  C om m ittee on H e a l th ,  

b a se d  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  c o n tin u e d  s e r v i c e  o f  N egro c h i l 

d re n  i n  th e  S o u th  Ward on th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  t r a in e d  t e c h n i 

c i a n s ,  p h y s i o t h e r a p i s t s ,  o c c u p a t io n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  and p l a s 

t i c  s u rg e r y  s p e c i a l i s t s  w ere  housed  i n  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  

H o s p i ta l ,  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  p a t i e n t s  n e e d in g  t h i s  s p e c i a l  

c a r e  sh o u ld  b e  housed  t h e r e .

Again, th e  League sought the co o p era tio n  o f  the Negro
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M ed ica l S o c ie ty ,  a s  i t  d id  in  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  W e ll-  

C h ild  C l i n i c .

C om m unications w ere s e n t  t o  D r. Mark E v e r e t t  from  th e  

N egro M e d ic a l, D e n ta l  and P h a rm a c e u tic a l  S o c ie ty  e x p la in in g  

th e  aw a re n e ss  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  c o n c e rn in g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

th e  Negro c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  th e  S o u th  Ward o f  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  H o s p i t a l ,  and o f f e r i n g  th e  s e r v i c e s  and c o o p e r a 

t i o n  o f  th e  body in  a r r a n g in g  f o r  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  c h i l 

d re n  to  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l ,  They s t a t e d  t h a t :

T h is  S o c ie ty  i s  com posed o f  men who r e a l i z e  th e  need  f o r  
th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  c a n  be  
g iv e n  o n ly  a t  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l .  H ence, th e  
S o c ie ty  w is h e s  t o  u rg e  you  and th e  o f f i c e r s  i n  c h a rg e  t o  
r e t u r n  th e  N egro  c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n  to  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  
H o s p i t a l . !

O r i g i n a l l y ,  M rs. Jo h n so n , th e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  U rban League o f  CHclahoma C i ty ,  p la n n ed  t o  c o n f e r  w i th  

o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  C om m ission, b u t  J o e  N. 

H a m ilto n , D i r e c t o r  o f  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l ,  s u g g e s te d  

t h a t  m ore c o u ld  b e  acccx n p llsh ed  th ro u g h  th e  Dean o f  t h e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O k lahana S c h o o l o f  M ed ic in e  and U n iv e r s i t y  

H o s p i ta l ,  and th e  h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  M rs. J o h n so n , 

th e n  d i r e c t e d  h e r  co m m u n ica tio n s  t o  D r .  E v e r e t t ,  I n  a  l e t t e r  

t o  Jo h n so n  on November 8 ,  1948 , E v e r e t t  made th e  f o l lo w in g

^ L e t t e r  fro m  B o s to n  Thom as, S e c r e t a r y  o f  N egro  M e d ic a l ,  
D e n ta l ,  and P h a rm a c e u t ic a l  S o c ie ty  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  t o  D r .  M. 
E v e r e t t ,  D ean o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma S c h o o l o f  
M e d ic in e , A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 4 8 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  
U rban  L eag u e .
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o b s e r v a t i o n :

. . . I  w ish  t o  a s s u r e  y o u . . . t h a t  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 
H o s p i ta l  B oard o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  f a v o r  th e  p o l i c y  o f 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  N egro c h i ld r e n  from  th e  S o u th  Ward to  
th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l  and th e y  a r e  d e s i r o u s  
o f  e f f e c t i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  . , .T h e re  
a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  no v a c a n t  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  th e  C r ip p le d  
C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l  s o  t h a t  i t  would be n e c e s s a r y  t o  
t r a n s f e r  one o f  o u r  s e r v i c e s  from  t h a t  h o s p i t a l . . . I t  w i l l  
a l s o  be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  em ploy f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a d u a te  
n u r s e s  and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  p e rs o n n e l  t o  g iv e  a d e q u a te  c a r e  
a f t e r  th e  t r a n s f e r . . .A t th e  e a r l i e s t  moment a t  w h ich  th e  
s t a t e d  p ro b lem s c a n  b e  s o lv e d ,  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  
p ro ceed  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  p o l ic y  o f  m oving th e s e  c h i l d r e n  
b ack  t o  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l ,  M eanw hile , 
you  may be a s s u r e d  t h a t  th e  c l i n i c a l  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e  by  th e  s t a f f  p h y s ic ia n s  th e  same a s  
a t  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l . !

The b a s ic  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  U rban League movement h a s  

a lw ay s b e e n  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  a c c o m p lish  i t s  p u rp o se  i s  

th ro u g h  b ro ad  s o c i a l  and w e l f a r e  a c t i o n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  th ro u g h  

a g i t a t i o n .  I t s  t a c t i c s  a r e  s tu d y  and p e r s u a s io n ;  and i t s  

m ain  w eapon i s  p u b l i c  o p in io n .  The League makes no  a t te m p t  

t o  b r in g  a b o u t s u d d e n  o r  d r a s t i c  c h a n g e s . I t s  w o rk in g  fo rm u 

la  i s  s o  s im p le  t h a t  I t s  r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  o f t e n  o v e r 

lo o k e d . % e  f o m u ila  c o n s i s t s  o f  a ro u s in g  th e  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  

o f  p e o p le  i n  s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  w h ich  grow o u t  o f  r a c i a l  c o n 

t a c t s  and d i f f e r e n c e s ;  e x p lo r in g  and a n a ly z in g  u n d e r ly in g  

f a c t s  and d e v i s in g  m eans o f  u s in g  them ; d e v e lo p in g  a c o o p e ra 

t i v e  team w ork among i n t e r r a c i a l  l e a d e r s ;  and th u s  c o n t r i b u t i n g

L e t t e r  fro m  D r .  M. E v e r e t t ,  Dean o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  CXclahona S c h o o l o f  M e d ic in e  t o  M rs. C e m o r ia  J o h n so n , 
E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague , Novem ber 5 ,  
1 9 4 8 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .
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t o  th e  s o l u t i o n  o f th e  s o c i a l  p ro b le m s .^

The League c o n tin u e d  q u i e t l y  in  i t s  e f f o r t  to  b r in g  

a b o u t th e  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  th e  Negro c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n  from  

th e  S o u th  Ward to  C r ip p le d  C h i ld r e n 's  H o s p i ta l .  On Decem ber 

8 , 1951# D r. E v e r e t t  w ro te  M rs. Johnson  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f e r r a l  

had b e e n  made and t h a t  th e  N egro c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n  w ere 

housed  i n  th e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l .  S in c e  t h a t  tim e  

t h e  League h as  b een  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  t e a c h in g  and r e c r e a 

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  o f  Negro c h i l d r e n  p la c e d  in  C r ip p le d  

C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l .

N u rs in g  E d u c a tio n  

D u r in g  th e  tim e  th e  co m m ittee  on th e  H e a lth  o f  th e  

U rban  L eague was engaged  i n  c o n f e re n c e s  w i th  th e  h o s p i t a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  rem o v a l o f  c r ip p e d  c h i l d r e n  t o
y

t h e  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l ,  th e  h o s p i t a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

co n v ey ed  t o  th e  League r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d a ta  I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e r e  w as a n  a c u te  s h o r ta g e  o f  q u a l i f i e d  N egro  r e g i s t e r e d  

n u r s e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  n u r s e s .  They a l s o  e x 

p r e s s e d  th e  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  th e  League c o o p e r a te  w ith  th e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  n u r s e s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  f in d in g s  

and reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  D r .  P a u l C o m e ly , t h e  h e a l t h  c o n s u l 

t a n t ,  i n d i c a t e d  th e  sam e s i t u a t i o n .

% e  s i t u a t i o n  among N egroes was m ore a c u te  b e c a u s e

J<Amson, "A S tu d y  o f  th e  U rban L e a g u e . . . i n  P o r t  
W orth  T e x a s ,"  p .  3 1 .
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t h e r e  w ere no a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  n u r s in g  e d u c a t io n  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  among Negro women. T h is ,  co u p led  w ith  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  Negro n u r s e s  who w ere r e c r u i t e d  from  th e  N o r th e rn  

and E a s te r n  s t a t e s ,  d id  n o t rem a in  i n  CHclahoma v e ry  lo n g  

b e c a u se  o f  th e  s e g re g a te d  p a t t e r n  w h ich  p r e v a i l s  In  th e  s t a t e  

g r e a t l y  augm ented th e  a c u te n e s s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

The m in u te s  o f  th e  H e a lth  C om m ittee o f  th e  U rban League 

c o v e r in g  th e  p e r io d  from  M arch, 1947 t o  J a n u a ry ,  1950, r e 

v e a l  t h a t  much c o n s id e r a t i o n  was g iv e n  t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

d e v e lo p in g  n u r s in g  e d u c a t io n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  Negro women.^

At a m e e tin g  o f  th e  h e a l t h  co m m ittee  on J u ly  1 , 194%,

D r . G ray o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma S c h o o l o f  M ed ic in e  

d i s c u s s e d  th e  n u r s in g  s i t u a t i o n  among N egroes a t  g r e a t  length. 

When q u e s t io n e d  a s  t o  w h e th e r  t h e r e  w as any  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n u r s e s  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  N e g ro e s , D r . G ray 

In fo rm ed  t h e  co m m ittee  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  to o  few b ed s  a v a i l 

a b l e ,  and t h a t  th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  M ed ica l 

S c h o o l w as n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  He was o f  th e  

o p in io n ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  n u r s e s  a i d s  m ig h t h e lp  r e l i e v e  th e  

s l t u a t l c m . ^

A t a l a t e r  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  c o m m itte e , J u ly  2 7 ,

^M in u tes  o f  th e  H e a lth  C o m m ittee , (Nclahoma C i ty  U rban 
L eag u e , M arch 2 6 , 1947, p .  1 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  (Xclahoma 
C i ty  U rhan  L eag u e .

^Minutes o f  th e  H ealth Cw am lttee, Oklahoma C ity  Urban
League, Ju ly  2 7 , 1947, p . 3 .  In  th e  f i l e s  o f  the Œclahoma
C ity  Urban League.
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19%7, th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  I n i t i a t i n g  a t r a i n i n g  program  f o r  

n u r s e s  a id e s  on an I n te g r a te d  b a s i s  was p ro p o sed  by D r.

B u r to n . At th e  t im e ,  th e  o n ly  c o u r s e  o f  t h a t  n a tu r e  t h a t  

was o f f e r e d  was a home n u r s in g  c o u r s e  w h ich  was n o t open to  

N e g ro e s . In  re s p o n s e  t o  a q u ery  from  D r . B u r to n  r e l a t i v e  

t o  th e  I n t e r e s t  o f  N egroes In  a home n u r s in g  c o u rs e  w ere 

su ch  a c o u r s e  made a v a i l a b l e  to  them , M rs. Jo h n so n  s t a t e d  

t h a t  th e  League would a c c e p t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  o b ta in in g  

t h a t  in f o r m a t io n .

I n  J a n u a ry  o f  1950, th e  S t a t e  L eague on N u rs in g  E duca

t i o n  h e ld  a tw o -d ay  c o n fe re n c e  i n  Œclahoma C i t y .  The H e a lth  

C cm unittee, u n d e r  th e  c h a irm a n sh ip  o f  D r .  B e r th a  Levy s e n t  a 

com m u n ica tio n  t o  th e  N u rses  C o n fe re n c e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i n  a 

m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on H e a lth  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban 

League on J a n u a ry  3 , 1950 , t h a t  body  w en t on re c o rd  a s  

"b e in g  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  n u r s in g  e d u c a t io n  f o r  

N egro women w h ich  m e e ts  t h e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  n a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a 

t i o n . "  They f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t :

. . . T h i s  o p in io n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was e x p re s s e d  w ith  th e  hope 
t h a t  an y  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c c e p ta b l e  n u r s e  t r a i n i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  becom e a v a i l a b l e  t o  N egro 
women on  a n  I n t e g r a t e d  b a s i s .  F u r t h e r ,  th e  g ro u p  s t r o n g ly  
opposed  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l  o f  n u r s in g  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  view  o f  th e  t e r r i f i c  s t i r u g g le  a l r e a d y  
b e in g  made b y  y o u r  g ro u p  and o t h e r s  t o  im prove s ta n d a r d s  
i n  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O klahom a. W e . . . a r e  a n x io u s  
t o  fo l lo w  y o u r  g u id a n c e  i n  h e lp in g  t o  s o lv e  th e  
p r o b le m ..

" I b id .
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F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  L e a g u e  o n  

N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h ,  o u t l i n e d  a  p l a n  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  N e g r o  w o m e n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

t h e  g r o u p s  a n d  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  b e l o w :

Oklahoma C ounty  M ed ica l S o c ie ty

S t a t e  L eague on N u rs in g  E d u c a tio n

D r . H inm an, P u b lic  H e a lth  D i r e c t o r  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty

o f  Oklahoma

N a t io n a l  and S t a t e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C o lo red  G ra d u a te

N u rses

N egro M e d ic a l S o c ie ty

A lth o u g h  t h e  L eague was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  

d e v e lo p  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t io n  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  N egro women, i t  

a l s o  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  Im m ed iate  need f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  n u r s e s  t o  

h e lp  r e l i e v e  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  n u r s e s .  One o f  th e  f i r s t  s t e p s  

t h e  L eague tocSc t o  h e lp  r e l i e v e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was t o  make 

a p p e a ls  f o r  n u r s e s  th ro u g h  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  

t h e  N a t io n a l  U z ta n  L eag u e , th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  

A dvancem ent o f  C o lo re d  P e o p le ,  and th e  N a t io n a l  N u rse s  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  g a th e r e d  in fo r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  r e q u i r e 

m en ts  f o r  n u r s e  t r a i n i n g  w hich  i t  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  young  

N egro women who m ig h t b e  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  n u r s in g  e d u c a t io n .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t iv e  i n t e r r a c i a l  team w ork 

among th e  v a r i o u s  g ro u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  

p e o p le ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Œclahoma S c h o o ls  o f  M ed ic in e  and
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o f  N u rs in g  opened t h e i r  d o o rs  t o  e l i g i b l e  N egro a p p l i c a n t s .  

A lso  by 1951 t h e r e  w ere tw e n ty - f iv e  N egro n u r s e s  em ployed 

by h o s p i t a l s ,  t h e  C i ty  and C o u n ty , and th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .

At th e  t im e  th e  s u rv e y  was made by th e  Community R e la t io n s  

P r o je c t  R e s e a rc h  S t a f f ,  o n ly  e i g h t  n u r s e s  w ere em ployed in  

Oklahoma C l t y .^

The League gave i t s  s u p p o r t  and c o o p e r a t io n  i n  an  

e f f o r t  made by th e  N egro  p h y s ic ia n s  o f  th e  c i t y  t o  t r e a t  

t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  a t  t h e  w h ite  h o s p i t a l s .  One o f  t h e  recommen

d a t io n s  o f  th e  Community R e la t io n s  P r o je c t  S t a f f  w as :

t h a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  w h ich  s e r v e  th e  n e e d s  o f  N eg ro es  be 
e n c o u ra g e d  t o  p r o v id e  s t a f f  and c o u r t e s y  p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  
N egro p h y s i c i a n s .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  " c l im a te  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g ” w h ich  

th e  L eague h a s  h e lp e d  t o  c r e a t e ,  two h o s p i t a l s  s e r v in g  

p e r s o n s  I n  b o th  g ro u p s  h av e  N egro p h y s ic ia n s  on  t h e i r  s t a f f s  

and a n o th e r  h o s p i t a l  I s  s t a f f e d  e n t i r e l y  b y  N egro  p h y s i 

c i a n s .^

J u v e n i l e  D e lin q u e n c y  

M e e tin g  th e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  o f  

m a jo r  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  U rban  League o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  As 

e a r l y  a s  M arch o f  1 9 4 7 , t h e  S tu d y  C om m ittee on C h ild  W e lfa re ,

Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , F iv e  Y ea r P r o g re s s  
R e p o r t ,  p .  6 .

p
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , Ten Y e a r  P r o g re s s  R e p o r t 

( (Xclahoma C i t y ;  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  48  ( t y p e w r i t t e n ) .
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w hich  was a su b -c o m m itte e  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  C om m ittee on 

W e lfa re , b eg an  a s tu d y  o f  th e  w e lf a re  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  

Negro c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  com m unity . They found  Oklahoma C ity  

fa c e d  w ith  many la c k s  in  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  c a r e  o f  th e s e  

c h i l d r e n .  The c o m m itte e , th ro u g h  th e  C o u n c il  o f  S o c ia l  

W e lfa re ,  I n v i t e d  th e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  com m unity a g e n c ie s  

s e r v in g  N egro c h i l d r e n  t o  s tu d y  p ro b lem s i n  t h a t  a r e a  

c o o p e r a t iv e ly  w i th  th e  S tu d y  C om m ittee on C h ild  W e lfa re  o f  

th e  U rban L e a g u e . R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e s e  a g e n c ie s  met 

w ith  t h i s  co m m ittee  on June 11 , 1947 . Among th e  r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s  p r e s e n t  was Mr. G eorge B a i l e y ,  th e  J u v e n i l e  D e l in 

quency O f f i c e r .  He d e s c r ib e d  th e  d e p lo r a b l e  c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  

e x i s t e d  i n  a t t e m p t in g  t o  m eet th e  n e e d s  o f  N egro  c h i l d r e n .  

T h e re  w ere  no f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e t a i n i n g  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  tw e lv e  

y e a r s  o f  ag e  who showed s ig n s  o f  d e l in q u e n t  b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s .  

The c h i l d r e n  w ere e i t h e r  r e l e a s e d  t o  th e  f a m i ly  o r  t o  some 

i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  o r  p la c e d  i n  J a i l  w i th  h a rd e n e d  c r im in a l s  

t o  a w a i t  t h e  b e a r in g  on t h e i r  c a s e .^

The U rban  League im m e d ia te ly  b e g a n  c o o p e r a t in g  w i th  

th e  C o u n c il  o f  C hurch  Women and th e  L eague o f  Women V o te rs  

i n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r e c e i v i n g  o r  a d e t e n t i o n  hone f o r  

d e p e n d e n t ,  n e g le c te d  and d e l in q u e n t  c h i l d r e n .  W hile  th e y  

w ere  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r in g  so n e  im p ro v em en ts  i n  c h i l d  w e l f a r e

^T finu tes  o f  th e  S tu d y  C om m itte on C h ild  W e lfa re ,  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e , M arch 2 6 , 1 9 ^ 7 , p .  3 .  I n  th e  
f i l e s  o f  t h e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L e ag u e .
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f a c i l i t i e s  in  th e  com m unity , th e y  d id  n o t su cceed  in  g e t t i n g  

a r e c e iv in g  c o t ta g e  f o r  N egro c h i l d r e n .  However, Judge 

B l in n  and th e  co u n ty  c o m m iss io n e rs  d id  ap p ro v e  an  in c lu s io n  

i n  th e  b u d g e t o f  a su p p le m en t o f  s e v e n ty - f iv e  d o l l a r s  a 

m onth w ith  w hich  a f o s t e r  home c o u ld  be s u b s id iz e d .  I t  was 

n o t u n t i l  1956 t h a t  a d e t e n t i o n  home f o r  d e l in q u e n t  c h i l d r e n  

becam e somewhat o f  a r e a l i t y .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  Judge W illiam  A. 

B e rry  worked f o r  f l o a t i n g  bonds f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  e r e c t i n g  

a c o u n ty  J u v e n i le  d e t e n t i o n  hom e. The U rban League was 

in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  b r in g in g  t o g e t h e r  com m unity o r g a n iz a t io n s  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  bond i s s u e .  As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  many e f f o r t s  

p u t  f o r t h  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  by  v a r io u s  a g e n 

c i e s  and o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  $ 2 6 5 ,0 0 0  i n  bond i s s u e  fu n d s  i s  t o  

b e  used  f o r  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a home f o r  d e l in q u e n t  boys and 

g i r l s . 1

R e c r e a t io n

R e a l iz in g  t h a t  a w e l l - p la n n e d  p rogram  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  

i s  b a s i c  t o  th e  p r e v e n t io n  o f  d e l in q u e n c y  i n  young p e o p le ,  

t h e  U rban League o f  (Xclahona C i ty  h a s  made e v e ry  e f f o r t  t o  

c o o p e r a te  w i th  th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  C i ty  R e c r e a t io n  and P a rk  

D e p a r tm e n ts , i n  p la n n in g  a r e c r e a t i o n  p rogram  t h a t  w i l l  

r e a c h  a l l  seg m en ts  o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n .

I n  th e  summer o f  19^5^ t h e r e  w ere  s e v e n te e n  p a rk s

^ " J u v e n i le  Home t o  b e  E r e c te d ,  " The D a i ly  Qklahcanan 
( Oclahwna C i t y ) ,  November 2 9 , 1 9 5 6 .
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O p e ra te d  f o r  w h ite s  and t h r e e  f o r  N e g ro e s . T here w ere

f o r ty - o n e  w h ite  p e rso n s  and s e v e n  N egroes em ployed in  th e s e

p a r k s .  The Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  o p e ra te d

s i x t e e n  p la y g ro u n d s  on s c h o o l  g ro u n d s  and em ployed t h i r t y -

one d i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  p la y g ro u n d s  o f  whom s i x  w ere N eg ro es .

M rs. E th e l  R. C la r k ,  th e  R e c r e a t io n  S p e c i a l i s t  f o r  th e

N a t io n a l  Community R e la t io n s  P r o j e c t ,  made th e  fo llo w in g

o b s e r v a t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  N eg ro es :

Only one p a rk  e q u ip p ed  w i th  a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s ;  no c lu b  
h o u se s  f o r  w in t e r  a c t i v i t i e s ;  no  swimming p o o ls ;  l i t t l e  
v a lu e  t o  g ro u p  p rog ram s and a c t i v i t i e s  b e c a u se  o f  th e  
i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  m ost o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  among N e g ro e s .1

The U rban L eague C om m ittee on  W e lfa re ,  i n  a m ee tin g  

on A p r i l  1 4 , 1948 , p re p a re d  a l i s t  o f  recm n m en d atio n s f o r  

th e  im provem ent o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  These recoim nen- 

d a t i o n s  w ere  p r e s e n te d  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  N egro  g ro u p s  and 

l e a d e r s ,  th ro u g h  a C o o r d in a t in g  C o u n c i l  o f  Negro O rg a n iz a 

t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  th e y  w ere  p re s e n te d  

t o  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s :  C i t y  P a rk  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,

C h airm an , C i ty  R e c r e a t io n  Com m issi<m , D i r e c t o r ,  C i ty  

R e c r e a t io n  D e p a r tm e n t, C i ty  C o u n c ilm en  and th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  

o f  P u b l ic  S c h o o ls ,^

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  c o o r d in a te d  e f f o r t s  o f  v a r io u s

^Œclahoma C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e , F iv e  Y ear P ro g re s s  
R e p o r t ,  p .  1 1 .

^Minutes o f  th e  W elfare C o o sslttee , Oklahoma C ity  Urban
League, A p ril 14 , 1948, p . 1 .  In  th e  f i l e s  o f  the Oklahoma
C ity  Urban League.
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g ro u p s ,  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  a g e n c ie s ,  and c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  a c c o r d 

in g  t o  th e  Ten Y ear P ro g re s s  R e p o r t  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  

U rban L eague , th e r e  a r e  now t e n  com m unity c e n t e r s  w h ich  a r e  

k e p t  i n  o p e r a t io n  d u r in g  th e  e n t i r e  y e a r .  The p rog ram  i s  

i n t e g r a t e d ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  s e p a r a t e  t o  i n t e 

g r a te d  s c h o o ls .  T h ree  o f  th e  y e a r -a ro u n d  c e n te r s  a r e  lo c a te d  

i n  th e  n o r th e a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c i t y .  One s e r v e s  Negro 

c h i l d r e n ,  p r im a r i l y  w ith  w h ite  r e c r e a t i o n  l e a d e r s ,  w h ile  th e  

o t h e r  tw o a r e  e n t i r e l y  c o l o r e d .  D u r in g  th e  summer f o r t y -  

f i v e  p la y g ro u n d s  and t e n  p o o ls  a r e  m a in ta in e d .

The m a jo r  ch a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  made i n  im p ro v in g  

r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  i n  a r e a s  w h ere  c o lo r e d  p e rso n s  r e s i d e ,  h av e  

b e e n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  c lu b  h o u s e s ,  t h e  p r o v is io n  

o f  t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a swimming p o o l ,  and t h e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  th e  new D o u g la s  C e n te r  and g o l f  c o u r s e s .  The 

m o st s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e , h o w e v e r, h a s  b e e n  th e  o p e n in g  o f  a l l  

f a c i l i t i e s  t o  e v e ry o n e , and t h e  p rogram m ing o f  t h e  r e c r e a 

t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  on  a c i t y - w id e  t a s l s  f o r  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  

s e t - u p . 1

N eighborhood  Im provem en t Program  

The i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  L eague i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  n e ig h b o r 

hood im provem ent g o es  b a c k  t o  1 9 4 7 . On May 24 o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  

t h e  C om m ittee on W e lf a re ,  i n  i t s  r e g u l a r  m e e tin g  h e ld  on

p . 3 2 .
^Oklahoma C ity  Urban League, Ten Year P rogress R eport,
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t h a t  d a t e ,  d is c u s s e d  th e  need f o r  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a 

n e ig h b o rh o o d  im provem ent program  in  th e  W alnut Grove Commu

n i t y .  T h is  n e ig h b o rh o o d , i t  w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d ,  was th e  a re a  

i n  w h ich  N egroes s e t t l e d  when th e y  f i r s t  came t o  Oklahoma 

d u r in g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s .  At th e  t im e  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

o f  th e  U rban League in  Oklahoma C i ty ,  i t  was th e  m ost 

n e g le c te d  a r e a  i n  th e  c i t y .  The la c k  o f  s e w e rs ,  l im i te d  

u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  p o o r h e a l th  and h o u s in g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e 

c r e a t i o n a l  n e e d s .  J u v e n i le  d e l in q u e n c y ,  in a d e q u a te  s c h o o l 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  th e  low econom ic and em ploym ent s t a t u s  o f  th e  

r e s i d e n t s ,  w ere  a l l  d is c u s s e d  a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  w ith  a view 

towazrd i n i t i a t i n g  p la n s  t o  rem edy th e  s i t u a t i o n .  Inasm uch 

a s  r e s e a r c h  and f a c t  f in d in g  a r e  b a s ic  t o  th e  League move

m en t, t h e  W e lfa re  C om m ittee , upon th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  M iss 

B re e d in g ,  a g re e d  t h a t  a s u rv e y  sh o u ld  b e  made t o  d e te rm in e  

th e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  com m unity b e f o r e  any  r e m e d ia l  

s t e p s  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  by  th e  L e a g u e . The CKxnmittee su b 

m i t te d  t o  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  a su rv e y  t o  

b e  made o f  th e  W alnut G rove co m m u n ity .^  The p r o j e c t  was 

i n i t i a t e d  i n  igA g, b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1931 t h a t  i t  was 

c o m p le te d .

To c o a l u c t  a s u rv e y ,  th e  L eague f e l t  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  

h av e  e x p e r t  g u id a n c e  and s u p e r v i s io n .  S o , i t  c a l l e d  upon 

th e  S c h o o l o f  S o c ia l  Work arvl th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  S o c io lo g y

^Minutes o f  th e  W elfare Community Coranittee, Oklahoma
C ity  U rbanJkague, May 2 4 , 1949 ,  p . 3 .  In  the f i l e s  o f  th e
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a, In  O c to b e r o f  1951> n in e 

te e n  s tu d e n ts  from  th e  two d e p a r tm e n ts  came down from  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  and made th e  s u rv e y .  T hese s tu d e n ts  s p e n t  one 

S a tu rd a y  on th e  p r o j e c t .  The U rban League p ro v id e d  lu n c h  

and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  th e  s t u d e n t s .

The s u rv e y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  homes in  th e  a r e a  w ere 

i n  a d e p lo r a b le  c o n d i t i o n ,  and th e  a r e a  was a v e ry  d e p r e s s in g  

s i g h t .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  f a m i l i e s  w ere in  v e ry  s t r a i n e d  

f i n a n c i a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  Many o f  th e  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  commu

n i t y  w ere s e m i - s k i l l e d  and o t h e r s  w ere  d e a l e r s  in  Junk  and 

d e r iv e d  o n ly  a s m a l l  incom e frcMn t h e i r  w o rk .

The c h i l d r e n  from  th e  com m unity a t te n d e d  W h eatley  

S c h o o l a t  200 E a s t  C a l i f o r n i a .  The W h eatley  S ch o o l c e n s u s  

t a k e n  e a r l y  i n  1947 l i s t s  a n  e n r o l lm e n t  o f  121 c h i l d r e n  fro m  

t h e  a r e a ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  62 f a m i l i e s .  T h is  same c e n s u s  a l s o  

s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  i n  1947 s<xne 229  p e r s o n s  b e tw ee n  th e  

a g e s  o f  6 -2 1  i n  t h e  W alnu t G rove A re a . S c h o o l a t t e n d a n c e  

w as v e ry  i r r e g u l a r  among t h e  c h i l d r e n  b e c a u s e  b o th  p a r e n t s  

w ere  a t  w ork d u r in g  t h e  d a y  and  th e  c h i l d r e n  w ere  l e f t  a t  

home t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n .  I l l i t e r a c y  w as p r e v a 

l e n t  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  co m m u n ity .^

F o llo w in g  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  s u rv e y ,  th e  League b ro u g h t  

t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  s e v e n te e n  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  g ro u p s  t h a t

^ C o u n c il o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re  A g e n c ie s , "The W alnu t G rove 
S u rv e y "  (Oklahom a C i t y ;  1 9 5 1 ) , p .  5  (m im eo g rap h ed ).
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s e r v ic e d  th e  a r e a  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  I n d i r e c t l y  th e  c o n d i

t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  In  th e  com m unity a s  r e v e a le d  by th e  s u r 

v e y . A l l  o f  th e s e  g ro u p s  e x p re s s e d  a d e s i r e  t o  work c o o p e ra 

t i v e l y  w ith  th e  League I n  an e f f o r t  t o  Im prove th e s e  c o n d i

t i o n s .  The League c o n ta c te d  th e  B oard  o f  E d u c a tio n , e x p la in e d  

th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and u rged  t h a t  a new s c h o o l  be b u i l t  f o r  th e  

com m unity . C om m unications w ere s e n t  t o  th e  C ity  C o m m issio n ers , 

r e g a r d in g  th e  s e w e rs ,  u t i l i t i e s  and o t h e r  p u b l ic  s e r v i c e s .

They s o u g h t th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  C o o r d in a t in g  C o u n c il o f  

N egro O r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  r e q u e s t in g  t h e  N eighborhood  C lubs and 

t h e  C i ty  P a rk  D ep artm en t t o  o p e r a te  J o i n t l y  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  

and com m unity  c e n t e r  p rogram  i n  W aln u t G rove

The Women's D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  U rban  L eag u e , u n d e r  th e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M rs. Z . N. B re a u x , s p o n s o re d  a book d r iv e  f o r  

t h e  com m unity . The g ro u p  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c l o s e s t  l i b r a r y  

t o  t h e  com m unity  was tw o m i l e s ,  s o  th e y  a c c e p te d  th e  r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a  s m a l l  l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  c o a m u n ity . More 

th a n  f i v e  h u n d red  books w ere  c o l l e c t e d  and c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  

t h e  com m unity . The vo lum es in c lu d e d  a l l  t y p e s  o f  books 

r a n g in g  fro m  c h i l d r e n 's  books and l i g h t  f i c t i o n  t o  books on 

t h e  s e r i o u s  p ro b le n a  o f  w o rld  a f f a i r s .  M o reo v er, a h a l f  

d o z e n  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w ere  d o n a te d  b y  W om en's C lu b s  and c h u rc h  

a u x i l i a r i e s .  T h ese  in c lu d e d  m a g a z in e s  f o r  g row ing  c h i l d r e n

^Minutes o f  th e  W elfare Com m ittee, Oklahoma C ity
Urban League, October 5 , 19#7, p . 3 .  In  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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and a d u l t s .

As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  a g e n c ie s ,  

a new s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c te d  In  th e  a r e a .  S c h o o l 

a t te n d a n c e  among th e  c h i l d r e n  In c re a s e d  c o n s id e r a b l y .  The 

W alnut S c h o o l P .T .A . was r e a c t i v a t e d  and h as  s in c e  b e e n  a 

v i t a l  f a c t o r  In  th e  com m unity . Through th e  Job  P la ce m e n t 

Program  o f  th e  L eague (w h ich  w i l l  be  d is c u s s e d  l a t e r ) ,  th e  

econom ic s t a t u s  o f  many o f  th e  f a m i l i e s  was Im p ro v e d .^

The L eague h a s  c o n tin u e d  i t s  I n t e r e s t  and em p h as is  

upon n e ig h b o rh o o d  im p ro v em en t. P r e s e n t l y ,  i t  i s  en g ag ed  in  

o r g a n iz in g  N eighborhood  C o u n c i l s .  A N eighborhood  C o u n c il  

i s  8 g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  i n  a g e o g r a p h ic a l  a r e a  who h av e  d e c id e d  

t o  p la n  and w ork  t o g e t h e r  t o  make t h e i r  hom es, s t r e e t s ,  

s c h o o ls ,  p la y g ro u n d s ,  and p la c e s  o f  b u s in e s s  b e t t e r  p l a c e s  i n  

w h ich  t o  l i v e ,  w o rk , p la y  and grow u p . A l l  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h i n  

th e  s p e c i f i e d  g e o g r a p h ic a l  a r e a  who a r e  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  th e  

aim s and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  

m em bership  i n  t h e  c o u n c i l .

The com m unity  w h ich  t h e  U rban  L eague s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  

one i n  w h ic h  t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n c i l  i s  t h e  C r e s to n  

H i l l s  co m m u n ity . T h is  com m unity in c lu d e s  t h e  a r e a  bounded  

by l 6 t h  S t r e e t  on  t h e  N o r th ;  2 3 rd  S t r e e t  on  t h e  S o u th ;

E a s te r n  Avenue on  t h e  E a s t ;  and M iram ar B o u le v a rd  on t h e  West.

^Report o f  A c t iv i t i e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban
League, 1951. In  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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T h is  cosuQunlty was c h o sen  t o  be  used a s  a d e m o n s tra 

t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  was one in  w hich  th e  r a c i a l  c o m p o s itio n  was 

r a p i d l y  c h a n g in g . S in c e  th e  c la im  h as  a lw ays b een  made t h a t  

p r o p e r ty  v a lu e  d e c re a s e s  when N egroes move i n t o  a r e s i d e n 

t i a l  s e c t i o n ,  th e  Urban L eague, u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f th e  

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r ,  M rs, J o h n so n , h a s  u n d e r ta k e n  to  e n c o u r

ag e  N egroes t o  k eep  up th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e i r  n e ig h b o rh o o d , 

and th u s  d i s p e l  th e  o ld  m yth t h a t  " p ro p e r ty  d e p r e c i a t e s  

when N eg ro es  buy i n  q u a n t i t y . T h e  C o u n c il  i s  i n  th e  i n i 

t i a l  s t a g e  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n .

The C o u n c il I s  made up o f  B lo c k  U n its  and S t r e e t  

O r g a n iz a t io n s .  A B lo ck  U n it  I s  com posed o f  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  

on  b o th  s i d e s  o f  th e  s t r e e t  w i th in  a s in g l e  b lo c k .  A ll  

r e s i d e n t s  I n  a b lo c k  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m em bership  w h e th e r  th e y  

a r e  home o w n e rs , r e n t e r s  o r  ro o m e rs . T h e re  a r e  no r a c i a l  

o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  m e m b e rsh ip s . The S t r e e t  O rg a n i

z a t i o n s  c o n s i s t  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  th e  v a r io u s  B lo ck  

U n i t s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  a C i ty  s t r e e t . ^

A t t h e  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  1 9 th  S t r e e t  B lo c k  on 

A u g u st 1 0 , 1936 ,  M rs. Jo h n so n  e x p la in e d  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  

p r o j e c t  w h ic h  I s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d ,  t o  h e lp  d is p r o v e  th e

^ M in u tes  o f  th e  1 9 th  S t r e e t  O r g a n iz a t io n ,  N e ig h b o r
hood C o u n c i l ,  (Nclahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e , A ugust 10 , 1933 .
I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  (Aclahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .

^Oklahoma C i ty  Uxban L eag u e , Handbook on N eighborhood 
C o u n c i l s  (Oklahom a C i ty :  A p r i l ,  195?)»  p .  b  tp a m p h ie t ) .
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c la im  t h a t  N egroes c a u s e  p r o p e r ty  v a lu e  t o  d e c r e a s e  when 

th e y  move I n to  w h ite  a r e a s .

The r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  w ere p r e s e n t  a t  th e  m e e tin g  su g 

g e s te d  some o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  su ch  a s  s to p  s ig n s  and s to p  

l i g h t s  a t  c e r t a i n  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  " C h ild re n  a r e  

P la y in g "  s ig n s ,  w hich  a r e  needed in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d . They 

w ere  a l s o  aw are o f  th e  need f o r  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  more 

p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and a n e ig h b o rh o o d  p a r k .

The e n th u s ia s m  o f  th e  1 9 th  S t r e e t  o r g a n iz a t io n  i s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  B lo c k  U n it and S t r e e t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  so  e n t h u s i a s t i c  was th e  r e s p o n s e  

from  t h e  C re s to n  H i l l  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  th e  

G ard en  Oaks Community h av e  ask ed  f o r  t h e  p rogram  i n  t h a t  

ccmuBunity.

H ousing

H ou sin g  r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  t h e  c h i e f  c o n c e rn s  o f  th e

L e ag u e , e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  a f f e c t s  t h e  N egro ow ner. U rban

s lu m s b re e d  s i c k n e s s ,  d e a th ,  c r im e  and d e l in q u e n c y .  They

a r e  f i n a n c i a l  w a s te s  t o  t h e  com m unity . H ow ever, i n  s p i t e  o f

t h e  p ro b le m s  w h ich  a r e  a t t e n d a n t  upon  in a d e q u a te  h o u s in g ,

a c c o r d in g  t o  S tr a te m e y e r :

. . . A s  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s k i l l  and a s  good h o u s in g  a s  
t h e  w o rld  h a s  e v e r  known a r e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .  Y et one 
t h i r d  o f  th e  n a t io n  i s  i l l - h o u s e d

I p io r e n c e  S t r a te m e y e r ,  D e v e lo p in g  a  C u rr ic u lu m  f o r  
M odem  L iv in g  (New Yorkz  B u re a u  o f  m b i l c a t i o n s .  T e a c h e rs  ' 
C o l le g e ^  C ol mmbla U n i v e r s i t y ,  1947)* p .  4 2 .
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H ousing f o r  th e  m in o r i ty  g roup  o f  Oklahoma C ity  i s  

a s o c i a l  p rob lem  w hich  h a s  b e e n  o f  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  t o  b o th  th e  

m in o r i ty  and m a jo r i ty  g ro u p s  f o r  many y e a r s .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  a d e q u a te  h o u s in g  f o r  th e  N egro p o p u la t io n  h as  b een  l im i t e d  

by th e  a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i e r s  w h ich  have made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

N egroes t o  expand o u t s id e  o f  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  a r e a s .  P r e s i 

d e n t  E lse n h o w e r, i n  h i s  m essag e  t o  C o n g ress  in  J a n u a ry ,

1954 ,  e x p re s s e d  c o n c e rn  f o r  th e  l a c k  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  

members o f  th e  m in o r i ty  g ro u p  t o  a c q u i r e  good hom es.

...M an y  members o f  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  
in c a n e ,  o r  t h e i r  econom ic s t a t u s ,  h ave  had th e  l e a s t  
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  a l l  o u r  c i t i z e n s  t o  a c q u i r e  hom es.1

D u rin g  W orld War I I ,  t h e  T in k e r  A ir  F o rc e  B a se , w h ich  

i s  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  r e p a i r  and s u p p ly  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  th e  

w o r ld ,  was b u i l t  s o u th e a s t  o f  (Xclahoma C i t y .  E a s t  o f  t h i s  

p l a n t  was b u i l t  t h e  D o u g la s  A i r c r a f t  Company. The W il l  

R e f e r s  A ir  F i e l d ,  n e a r  t h e  M u n ic ip a l  A i r p o r t  was lo c a te d  

s o u th w e s t  o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,  and lo c a te d  w e s t o f  th e  c i t y  w as 

th e  Cim m arron F i e l d ,  a n  a i r  c a d e t  t r a i n i n g  s t a t i o n .  T h e se  

m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  c a u se d  a s e r i o u s  h o u s in g  s h o r ta g e  i n  t h e  

com m unity .^

The r e t u r n  o f  t h e  w a r v e t e r a n s  h a s  h e lp e d  t o  make t h e

^ I rw in  D . R id e r ,  "Kxe H o u sin g  o f  N egroes i n  M ilw aukee” 
(M ilw au k ee : I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  C o u n c il  on I n te r g r o u p  R e l a t i o n s ,
1955 ) ,  p .  2  (m im eo g rap h ed ).

2
N ation a l Urban League, A Study o f  S o c ia l and Economic

C o n d i t io n s . . . ,  p . 31-
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p ro b lem  m ore a c u t e .  The U rban League o f  Oklahoma C ity  has 

t a k e n  d e f i n i t e  s te p s  t o  h e lp  a l l e v i a t e  some o f  th e  h o u s in g  

p ro b lem s among N e g ro e s . I t  sp o n so rs  H ousing  Forums and 

L uncheons t o  w h ich  a r e  I n v i t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  v a r io u s  

H ousing  and Home B u i ld e r s ,  and R e a l to r s  A s s o c ia t io n s ,  to  

d i s c u s s  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h e i r  b u i ld in g  p ro g ram s, and th e  

ways In  w h ich  th e y  c a n  h e lp  m i n o r i t i e s  I n  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  

hom es. On A u g u st l 8 ,  1955 su ch  a H ousing  Luncheon was h e ld .  

At t h i s  t im e  M r. C h e s te r  L . W olfe , th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y  

o f  th e  V o lu n ta ry  Home M ortgage C r e d i t  P rogram  o f  K ansas C i ty ,  

M is s o u r i  was I n v i t e d  t o  d i s c u s s  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  h i s  p rogram  

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  w h ich  may b e  a c c ru e d  t o  N egroes In  

s e c u r in g  a d e q u a te  h o u s in g .  To c a r r y  o u t  su c h  p r o j e c t s .  I n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h o u s in g  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  U rban League s e c u re s  

t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  H ousing  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  th e  

V e t e r a n 's  A d m in i s t r a t io n ,  I n d iv id u a l  f i n a n c i e r s ,  and o th e r s  

who a r e  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  h e lp in g  t o  s o lv e  t h e  h o u s in g  p ro b lem s 

o f  t h e  N e g ro .^

Among t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n te re d  by  th e  N egro I n  

t r y i n g  t o  o b t a i n  s u i t a b l e  h o u s in g  a r e  t h e  low Incom es e a rn e d  

b y  t h e  N egro  w o rk e r ;  t h e  m anner i n  w h ich  t h e  N egro I s  e x 

p l o i t e d  b y  l a n d l o r d s ;  paym ent o f  e x c e s s iv e  r e n t  f o r  su b 

s ta n d a r d  h o u s in g ;  t h e  e x o r b i t a n t  p r i c e s  dem anded f o r  o ld

^Minutes o f  the' Housing Committee, Oklahoma C ity
Urban League, J u ly  2 8 , 1955, P . 3 .  In th e  f i l e s  o f  th e
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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h o u s e s ;  th e  h e s i t a n c y  o f  l e n d e r s  t o  in v e s t  in  p r o p e r ty  f o r  

N egro f a m i l i e s ;  and th e  u n w il l in g n e s s  o f  b u i ld e r s  t o  b u i ld  

f o r  low incom e f a m i l i e s .

The U rban  League h a s  from  th e  b e g in n in g  c o n fe r r e d  

w ith  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  many w h ite  and c o lo re d  g ro u p s , 

com posed o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce, 

t h e  l o c a l  R e a l E s t a t e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  Home B u i l d e r 's  A s s o c ia 

t i o n ,  th e  F e d e r a l  H ousing  A u th o r i ty ,  and r e l i g i o u s ,  c i v i c  

and s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  g ro u p s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p rob lem  o f  h o u s in g  

f o r  th e  m in o r i ty  g r o u p .1 I t  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  p rom ote  p r o 

gram s w h ich  k eep  N eg ro es  In fo rm ed  a b o u t m ethods o f  f in a n c in g  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  homes a s  w e l l  a s  k e e p in g  

th e  H<»ne B u i ld in g  A g e n c ie s  In fo rm ed  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a b i l i t y  

o f  th e  N egroes t o  p u rc h a s e  hom es, t h e i r  c r e d i t  r a t i n g  and 

pay  r e c o rd  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  te rm ed  a s  good by th e  F e d e r a l  

H o u sin g  A u t h o r i t y .2

U rban  Renew al

D u rin g  th e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  m onths th e  League h a s  b e e n  

I n t e r e s t e d  I n  w o rk in g  w i th  t h e  U rban Renew al p ro g ra m . Oa 

May 1 4 , 1 9 5 6 , M ayor A l le n  S t r e e t  a p p o in te d  a  f i f t y  member

^ C o rre sp o n d e n c e  t o  V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  C e n t r a l  
O f f i c e ,  W ash in g to n , D . C«, f r (m  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e , S ep tem b er 1 9 , 1955 . I n  th e  
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague.

^ I n te r v ie w  w i th  C e m o r ia  Jo h n so n , E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r ,  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e , A p r i l  15* 1957* (Xclahoma C i t y ,  
O klahom a.
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U rban Renewal a d v is o r y  b o ard  t o  p la n  a f a c e  l i f t i n g  f o r  

Oklahoma C i ty ,  a p a r t  o f  an  U rban Renew al p ro g ram . The 

U rban Renewal Program  b eg an  In  1 9 ^9 . I t  h a s  a s  I t s  p u rp o se  

th e  c le a r a n c e  o f  s lum s and b l ig h t e d  a r e a s  In  c i t i e s .  I t  

I n v o lv e s  th e  home l i f e  and way o f  l i v i n g  o f  h u n d red s  o f  

th o u sa n d s  o f  f a m i l i e s .  N egroes c o n s t i t u t e  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  

th o s e  who a r e  I n v o lv e d .  The program  I s  d e s ig n e d  t o  r e b u i ld  

t h e  decay ed  s e c t io n s  o f  c i t i e s ,  r e p l a n  them  f o r  m ore co n 

v e n ie n t  l i v i n g  and t o  p ro v id e  b e t t e r  h o u s in g  f o r  th e  many 

f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  v a r io u s  m id d le  and low incom e g r o u p s .^  The

The p u rp o se  o f  th e  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  by M ayor 

S t r e e t  i s  t o  make p la n s  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  i n  a b r o a d ,  

lo n g - r a n g e  u rb a n  re n e w a l p rog ram  i n  (Mclahoma C i t y .  The 

c o m m ittee  i s  com posed o f  B u s in e s s  and P r o f e s s io n a l  m en, 

m e rc h a n ts ,  b u i l d e r s ,  f i n a n c i e r s ,  sch o o lm e n , r e a l t o r s  and 

c i t y  and u t i l i t y  o f f i c i a l s .  The U rban  League h a s  tw o 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  c o m m itte e . They a r e  D. P .  S .  F e l to n  

and Mr. P .  D . Moon.

The U rban  R enew al p ro g ram  i s  aim ed a t  p r o t e c t i n g  

a r e a s  s t i l l  d e v e lo p in g ,  c o n s e rv in g  a r e a s  w here  b l i g h t  i s  

b e g in n in g  t o  show , r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  b l i g h t e d  a r e a s ,  and r e 

d e v e lo p in g  a r e a s  s o  b a d ly  d e t e r i o r a t e d  th e y  need  a  c o m p le te ly  

f r e s h  s t a r t .  U rban  R enew al was a u th o r iz e d  i n  (Oklahoma by

^ N a tio n a l  U rban  L e ag u e , P ro c e e d in g s ,  Second U rban  
R enew al I n s t i t u t e ,  W arren , (R iio , ;fune Ÿ -S , 1 955 . I n  th e  
f i l e s  o f  t h e  (Xclahmna C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .
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t h e  l a s t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a ssem b ly  s e s s i o n .  U nder th e  p la n  

o f  U rban R enew al, th e  c i t y  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  e n c o u ra g e  p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e  t o  h e lp  c a r r y  i t  o u t ,  b u t  p e rm its  th e  c i t y  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  e i t h e r  w ith  o r  w ith o u t  f e d e r a l  a i d .



CHAPTER V

ACTIVITIES OF THE URBAN LEAGUE OF OKLAHOMA CITY -- 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

I t  h a s  b ee n  I n d ic a te d  p r e v io u s ly  t h a t  one o f  th e  a r e a s  

i n  w h ich  t h e  U rban  League o f  Oklahcxna C i ty  f u n c t io n s  i s  t h a t  

o f  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t i o n s .  H ow ever, i t  was s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

a f t e r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  U rban League i n  (Xclahoma C ity  

t h a t  t h i s  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a s  s u c h ,  was c r e a t e d .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  

t im e  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  w ere  p e rfo rm ed  by  a 

V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m ittee . The f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  Voca

t i o n a l  S e r v ic e s  Com m ittee was t o  s e c u r e  new em ploym ent o p p o r

t u n i t i e s  f o r  N e g ro e s .

The a b i l i t y  o f  any  g ro u p  i n  t h e  com m unity t o  o b ta in  and 

h o ld  r e g u l a r  em ploym ent a t  a l i v i n g  wage d e te r m in e s  t o  a v e ry  

g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  and th e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h a t  

g ro u p . % l s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  N egro g ro u p ,  on whom 

g e n e r a t io n s  o f  econom ic i n s e c u r i t y  h av e  l e f t  t h e i r  m ark o f  

p o o r  and in a d e q u a te  h o u s in g ,  h ig h  m o r t a l i t y  and c r im e  r a t e s . ^

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L e ag u e , A S tu d y  o f  th e  S o c i a l  and 
^ o n a n l c  C o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  N egro P o p u la t io n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  
( n , p . :  J u n e  and J u ly ,  1 9 4 5 ) , p .  2 2 .
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The Im p o rta n c e  t o  a com m unity o f  how i t s  p e o p le  g e t  

t h e i r  l i v i n g  c a n n o t be o v e r -e m p h a s iz e d . The m ain em ploym ent 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  o r  th e  la c k  o f  s u c h , c o l o r  th e  l i f e  n o t o n ly  

o f  th e  wage e a r n e r ,  b u t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  com m unity . H e a lth ,  

h o u s in g ,  e d u c a t io n  and r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  p ro v id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  

w hat l o c a l  I n d u s t r y  makes p o s s i b l e .  Where t h e r e  a r e  unem

p lo y m en t and econom ic I n s e c u r i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  In a d e q u a te  

h o u s in g ,  i l l  h e a l t h ,  p o v e r ty .  Ig n o ra n c e ,  d e l in q u e n c y  and 

I l l e g a l  o c c u p a t io n s .

The Community R e la t io n s  P r o je c t  S tu d y  o f  19^5 r e v e a le d  

t h a t  l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  em ploym ent 

w ere  among t h e  m a jo r  p ro b lem s w hich  had c r e a te d  s t r a i n e d  r a c e  

r e l a t i o n s  I n  Oklahoma C i t y .  R e fe re n c e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  made 

t o  t h e  h e a v y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  N egroes i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  and un

s k i l l e d  l a b o r in g  o c c u p a t io n s .  The s t a f f  o f  th e  Community 

R e l a t i o n s  P r o j e c t  f u r t h e r  n o te d  :

As a  r u l e  g o v e rn m en ts  o f  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o f  th e  s i z e  o f  
Oklahom a C i ty  a f f o r d  a  w ide  v a r i e t y  o f  Jo b s  n e c e s s a ry  
f o r  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts .
The c i t y  m an ag er o f  Oklahoma C i ty  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  J u ly  
o f  1 9 # 5 , t h e r e  w ere  1 ,0 1 7  p e r s o n s  em ployed b y  th e  c i t y  
e x c l u s iv e  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .  F i f t y  o f  th e s e  
( 4 .9  p e r  c e n t )  w ere  N eg ro es  em ployed I n  th e  f o l lo w in g  
d e p a r tm e n ts :  l i b r a r y * w a te r ,  g a rb a g e ,  h e a l t h ,  s t r e e t
and  p o l i c e .  W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h o s e  i n  th e  l i b r a r y ,  
h e a l t h  ax»3 p o l i c e  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  t h e  N eg ro es  i n  th e  em ploy 
o f  t t e  c i t y  go v ern m en t a r e  l a b o r e r s  and  s e m i - s k i l l e d  
w o r k e r s .  C o n s id e r in g  t h a t  N eg ro es  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o x i
m a te ly  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  p o p u la t i o n ,  th e  low p ro 
p o r t i o n  o f  N eg ro es  I n  m u n ic ip a l  em ploym ent I n d i c a t e s  a 
s e r l< x is  l a g  i n  em ploym ent o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  N egroes in  
t h i s  a r e a . ^

^ I b ld . ,  p . l 6 .
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The V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee , a s  J u s t  s t a t e d ,  

was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new w ork e x p e r ie n c e s  f o r  

N eg ro es . The co m m ittee  was composed o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  

p e r s o n s :  F , D. Moon, J e s s e  T . Owens, E l s i e  K e l ly ,  Theo^a

D a v is , F ra n c e s  G ib so n , R . W. G a u c h ll ,  C a r r ie  L. E d w ard s , 

V i r g i l  D o u g h te ry , Jo h n  B . H e r r in g ,  M a ttie  J e l t z ,  B la n c h e  

P a u l ,  J .  H. B ru c e , S u s ie  Haywood, V llo n a  P. C u t l e r  and 

A n n a b e lle  S aw y er,^

The P la n  o f  C o o p e ra t io n  b e tw een  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League 
and t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Employment O f f ic e

The e a r l y  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  

Com m ittee w ere d e v o te d  t o  a s tu d y  o f  th e  em ploym ent s t a t u s  

o f  th e  N egro I n  th e  com m unity  a s  r e v e a le d  by  th e  s u rv e y  o f  

th e  Community R e la t i o n s  P r o j e c t ,  and t o  th e  P la n  o f  C o o p e ra 

t i o n  b e tw een  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League and t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

B nploym ent S e rv ic e *  A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  p la n  o f  c o o p e r a t io n ,  

th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Empl<qnnent 

S e r v ic e  s h a r e  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r  In fo r m a t io n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  em

p lo y m en t p r a c t i c e s  and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  h av e  b e e n  h e l p f u l  I n  

e l im in a t in g  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s .  The W ash in g to n  o f f i c e  

o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  Em ploym ent S e r v ic e  s h a r e s  w i th  t h e  

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague r e g u l a r l y  r e l e a s e d  m a t e r i a l s  p u b l is h e d  

by th e  B u reau  o f  Em ploym ent S e c u r i ty  I n c lu d in g  s u c h  I te m s  a s

^Minutes o f  th e  V o ca tion a l S e r v ic e s  Com mittee, Cfcla-
homa C ity  Urban League, February 27* 19^8, p . 1 . In  th e
f i l e s  o f  the Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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c o u n s e l in g  and t e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ;  V e te r a n s ' Employment 

S e rv ic e  P a m p h le ts ;  th e  S ix  P o in t  P rogram ; Em ploym ent S e c u r i ty  

A c t i v i t i e s ;  The L ab o r M ark et; V e te r a n s ' Em ploym ent S e rv ic e  

Annual R e p o r t ;  and T r a in in g  U n it Number 33» S e c t io n s  A and 

Bj S e r v ic e  t o  M in o r i ty  G ro u p s.

C ase h i s t o r i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  im p o rta n c e  d e s c r ib in g  

p ro c e d u re s  u sed  in  c h a n g in g  d i s c r im in a to r y  p a t t e r n s  o f  f irm s  

a r e  s e n t  fro m  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Employment O f f ic e  t o  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague h e a d q u a r te r s .  The W ash in g to n  o f f i c e  

a l s o  c o o p e r a te s  w i th  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eague i n  any 

p e r t i n e n t  n a t i o n a l  c o n fe re n c e  w h ich  th e  N a t io n a l  League 

s p o n s o r s .

On th e  o t h e r  hand» th e  N a t io n a l  U rban L eague s h a r e s  

w ith  th e  W ash in g to n  o f f i c e  v a r io u s  p u b lis h e d  m a t e r i a l s  r e 

le a s e d  by  t h e  L e a g u e . I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  

m a t e r i a l s  o f  a  t e c h n ic a l»  p e r t i n e n t  n a tu r e  t h a t  a r e  s e n t  t o  

I n d u s t r i a l  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  th e  l o c a l  U rban L eagues f o r  p u r 

p o s e s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  e l im in a t in g  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  h i r i n g .

The a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rb an  L eague a r e  

a l s o  m a ile d  t o  t h e  W ash in g to n  o f f i c e .  I n  a d d i t io n »  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rb an  L eague c o o p e r a te s  w i th  and a s s i s t s  t h e  U n ited  

S t a t e s  Em ploym ent o f f i c e  i n  th e  r e c r u i tm e n t  and p la c e m e n t 

o f  h ig h ly  t r a i n e d  m in o r i t y  g ro u p  w o rk e rs .

On th e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  th e  p la n  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  b e tw ee n  

th e  U rban L eague and th e  amplcqrment S e r v ic e  O f f ic e  in v o lv e s
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a w ork ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e s e  two a g e n c i e s . 1

The P i l o t  P lacem en t Program  

B e fo re  g o in g  f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  em

ploym ent p h ase  o f  U rban League program  in  O klahona C i ty ,  i t  

m igh t be w e l l  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t o  em p h asize  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

U rban League d o e s  n o t o p e r a te  a s  an  em ploym ent ag e n c y  a s  

s u c h . I t s  em p h asis  i s  upon w hat i s  term ed  by th e  League 

a s  " p i l o t  p la c e m e n ts ."  Through t h i s  p ro c e s s  t h e  League 

s e l e c t s  young p e o p le  w i th  h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  t e c h n i c a l  o r  p ro 

f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and p la c e s  them  i n  Jo b s  co m m en su ra te  w ith  

t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  The League makes no a t t e m p t  t o  p la c e  

p e rso n s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  w h ich  th e y  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d .  The 

p o s i t i o n s  i n  w h ich  th e  L eague s e e k s  t o  p la c e  p e r s o n s  who 

a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  t r a in e d  and w e l l  a d ju s te d  a r e  u s u a l ly  

new wox4c s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  

e n t i r e l y  c lo s e d  t o  N e g ro e s . T hese  f i r s t  p la c e m e n ts  a r e  

" p i l o t  p la c e m e n ts ."  The p i l o t s ,  by  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  p e r f o r 

mance and a t t r a c t i v e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  pave th e  w ay f o r  o t h e r s  

t o  f o l lo w .^

^B ureau  o f  Em ploym ent S e c u r i t y ,  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Em ploy
m ent S e r v ic e ,  "Em ploym ent S e r v ic e s  P rogram  L e t t e r ,  No. 5 1 , 
M arch 2 8 , 1949*" p p .  1 - 4 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  
U rban  L e ag u e .

2
N a t io n a l  U rban  L e ag u e . A Handbook o f  O p e r a t io n s  f o r  

t h e  U rban L eague P e r s o n n e l ,  P a r t  I I I .  The F r o g z ^  o f  t h e  
Ceague {1953; p a m p h T e tl.  ^ -----------------
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The Employment o f  N egro F irem e n  

One o f  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  p i l o t  p la c e m e n ts  made by 

th e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban 

League was th e  em ploym ent o f  N egro f ir e m e n  on O c to b e r  8 ,

1 9 51 . The s t o r y  g o es  b ack  to  a m e e tin g  o f  th e  V o c a tio n a l  

S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee on A p r i l  18, 1 951 . Up t o  t h a t  tim e  th e  

League had a p p ro a c h e d  th e  em ploym ent p h a se  o f  i t s  program  

w ith  g r e a t  h e s i t a n c y .  B ut n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  demanded t h a t  

su c h  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a s  th e  U rban League p u r s u e  a more a g g r e s 

s iv e  p rog ram  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  jo b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  N eg ro es . 

F u r t h e r ,  th e  Oklahoma C ity  U rban L eag u e , s i n c e  i t s  b e g in n in g  

had b een  a p p ro a c h e d  by  com m unity l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  N egro 

a p p l i c a n t s ,  who d e c la r e d  t h a t  N egroes wez-e b e in g  d e n ie d  em

p lo y m e n t. E s p e c i a l l y  was t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  made c o n c e rn in g  

em ploym ent i n  th e  s k i l l e d  f i e l d s ,  s u c h  a s  i n  th e  b u i ld in g  

t r a d e s .  L ab o r and i n d u s t r y  w ere  c h a rg e d  w i t h  e q u a l  r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  i n  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  n o n -w h ite  

w o r k e r s .  On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , many N eg ro es  f a i l e d  t o  u n d e r

s ta n d  em ploym ent s e r v i c e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and p ro c e d u re s  f o r  

m aking  r e f e r r a l s  and p la c e m e n ts .  O th e rs  d id  n o t  p o s s e s s  

a d e q u a te  s k i l l s  t o  com pete  i n  a h ig h ly  o r g a n iz e d  b u s in e s s  

and i n d u s t r i a l  com m unity . T h e re  w ere  o t h e r s  who showed r e 

s i s t a n c e  t o  c o o p e r a t in g  w i th  Em ploym ent S e r v ic e  P e r s o n n e l  i n  

th e  m a t t e r  o f  g iv in g  t r u e  in f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  b ackground  

e x p e r ie n c e s  and o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  

w ere em p h asized  by  M rs . Jo h n so n  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  V o c a t io n a l
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S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee on A p r i l  l 8 ,  1951. The members o f  th e  

com m ittee  b eg an  t o  r e a l i z e  th e  need f o r  e x p an d in g  i t s  p r o 

gram o f  em ploym ent and t r a i n i n g . ^

D u rin g  th e  e a r l y  m onths o f  1951, th e  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  

w ere m aking p la n s  f o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f new f i r e  s t a t i o n s  

u n d e r th e  Bond Im provem ent P rogram . The p ro p o sed  e x p a n s io n  

o f  th e  F i r e  D ep a rtm e n t would n a t u r a l l y  n e c e s s i t a t e ,  so  th e  

com m ittee  r e a s o n e d ,  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  to  man th e  new 

s t a t i o n s .  The c a n m lt te e  a l s o  re a so n e d  t h a t ,  s in c e  th e  f i r e  

s t a t i o n  a t  N in th  and S to n e w a ll  S t r e e t s  was c o m p le te ly  

su rro u n d ed  by  th e  N egro p o p u la t io n ,  t h a t  s t a t i o n  m ig h t be  

th e  l o g i c a l  p la c e  f o r  th e  em ploym ent o f  th e  f i r s t  N egro  

f ir e m e n .^

U nder th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  F ra n k  0 . H olm es, t h e  B oard  

o f  D i r e c to r s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  League made a s u rv e y  o f  

s o u th e r n  and b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  p o l i c y  i n  r e 

g a rd  t o  t h e  em ploym ent o f  N egro f i r e m e n .  H olm es, p r e s i d e n t  

o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  League a t  t h a t  t im e .  I s  a m i n i s t e r  

o f  th e  F i r s t  U n i t a r i a n  C hurch  o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,

As p r e v io u s ly  m e n tio n e d , th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  

th e  Œclahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Holmes

^Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eague , "1951 P rogram  P r o s p e c tu s  
f o r  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee" (Oklahoma C i t y ;  J a n u a ry ,  
1951 ) ,  p .  2 (m im eo g rap h ed ).

^Minutes o f  th e  V ocation a l S e r v ic e s  C am n ittee, (Ncla-
hona C ity  Urban League, A p ril 18 ,  1951, p , 1 . In  th e  f i l e s
o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League,
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made a s u rv e y  o f  s o u th e rn  and b o r d e r  c i t i e s  r e g a r d in g  th e  

em ploym ent o f  N egro f ire m e n  In  th o s e  c i t i e s .  On Ju n e  2 6 ,

1951 t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  League s t a f f  p r e s e n te d  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  th e  su rv e y  to  th e  c h i e f  o f  th e  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t,

G. R. M cA lp ine . M cAlpine commended th e  League f o r  th e  

o rg a n iz e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  show ing w here N eg ro es  a r e  em ployed 

by  th e  F i r e  D e p a rtm e n ts  in  th e  S o u th .  He was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  know ing how many N egroes w ere em ployed i n  th e  P o l ic e  

D ep a rtm e n t and i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  P o s t  O f f i c e .  Moon i n 

form ed him  t h a t  th e  League would make t h a t  in fo r m a t io n  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  him  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  m om ent. T h is  th e  

League d i d .  % e r e  w ere  b e tw een  f i f t y  and s i x t y  N egroes 

em ployed i n t h e  P o s t  O f f ic e  a c c o r d in g  t o  in f o r m a t io n  r e c e iv e d  

by t h e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee on  Ju n e  3 0 , 1951» How

e v e r ,  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N egro 

p o s t a l  em p lo y ees  was n o t  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  L eague o f f i c e  

a t  t h a t  t im e .  The p o s t  o f f i c e  a u t h o r i t i e s  d id  s t a t e  t h a t  

in c lu d e d  among t h e  num ber w ere  m a i l  c a r r i e r s ,  c l e r k s  and 

c u s to d i a n s .

On J u l y  6 ,  1 9 51 , t h e  League s e c u re d  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  N egro  p o s t a l  em p lo y e es . T h e re  w ere  t h r e e  c l e r k s ,  

tw e lv e  N egro  l e t t e r  c a r r i e r s ,  f o u r t e e n  N egro  m a i l  h a n d le r s  

and tw e n ty - th r e e  N egroes i n  th e  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f . 1

^Minutes o f  th e  V ocation a l S e r v ic e s  Conmiittee, Okla
homa C ity  Urban League, Ju ly  6 ,  1951, p . 1 .  In  th e  f i l e s
o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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H aving won th e  s u p p o r t  o f  M cA lpine, th e  League r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e  h e ld  c lo s e d  s e s s i o n s  w ith  Mayor A lle n  S t r e e t ,  th e  

c i t y  m anager R oss T a y lo r ,  and c i t y  co u n c ilm en  R o b e rt C o n s ta n t  

and E . R. D ic k e r s o n .  I n  t h e s e  c o n f e re n c e s ,  th e  f i r s t  o f  

w h ich  was h e ld  J u ly  2 , 1951 , S t r e e t  t o ld  th e  co m m ittee  t h a t  

he would b r in g  th e  m a t t e r  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  c o u n c i l  i n  

a p r i v a t e  m e e tin g  p r e v io u s  t o  an  open m e e tin g  o f  th e  c o u n c i l .  

When th e  c i t y  m anager b ro u g h t  up th e  q u e s t io n  o f  f in a n c e  and 

th e  c i t y ' s  I n a b i l i t y  t o  em ploy a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e m e n .  S t r e e t  

t o l d  th e  c o m m ittee  from  th e  U rban League t h a t  he was c e r t a i n  

th e  c i t y  w ould b e  a b le  t o  m a in ta in  th e  new f i r e  s t a t i o n s .

C o n s ta n t  r e f u s e d  t o  com m it h im s e l f  u n t i l  he c o u ld  

make a m ore I n t e n s i v e  s tu d y  o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s u rv e y  

p re s e n te d  t o  him  by  t h e  U rban  L eague, a f t e r  w h ich  he w an ted  

t o  c o n f e r  w i th  M cA lpine and t h e  b o a r d .^

A gain  on A u g u st 3« 1 9 5 1 , th e  c a n m lt te e  m et I n  co n 

f e r e n c e  w lthpM cA lp lne  a t  w b lc b  t im e  he s u g g e s te d  t h a t  Moon 

a i^  a n o th e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r a n  t h e  League becom e members 

o f  a  s c r e e n in g  c o m m itte e  t o  s e r v e  w i th  him  I n  s tu d y in g  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  and I n  m aking recam m en d a tlo n s  

f o r  t h e  b e s t  tw e lv e .  M rs . J e l t z ,  t h e  head  o f  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  Em ploym ent O f f ic e  I n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  o f f e r e d  t o  h e lp  

r e c r u i t  and s c r e e n  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  s o  t h a t  t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  N egro  p e r s o n n e l  m ig h t b e  c o n s id e r e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,

^ Ib ld .
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h e r  name was added  a s  a t h i r d  member o f  th e  c o m m itte e .

Through h e r  c o o p e r a t io n ,  s ix ty - s e v e n  young men w ere  r e c r u i t e d  

and s c re e n e d  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  T h e ir  a g e s ,  h e i g h t ,  w e ig h t ,  

c h a r a c t e r  r e f e r e n c e s ,  work h a b i t s  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  w ere 

c o n s id e re d  c a r e f u l l y .

F i n a l l y ,  th e  names o f  tw e n ty - fo u r  a p p l i c a n t s  w ere 

s e n t  t o  th e  F i r e  D ep a rtm en t w here a f t e r  p e r s o n a l  i n te r v ie w s  

th e  f i n a l  tw e lv e  w ere  c h o s e n .^

S p e c i a l  T r ib u te  t o  M cAlpine

The L eag u e , i n  an  e n d e a v o r  t o  e x p r e s s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to  

M cA lpine, p a id  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  him a s  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  

i n  Novem ber, 1 9 5 2 .

E ach y e a r ,  u s u a l l y  i n  November o r  D ecem b er, t h e  O k la

homa C i ty  U rban  L eague  h a s  an  a n n u a l m e e tin g  a t  w h ich  t im e  

th e  p r o g r e s s  and a c h ie v e m e n t o f  th e  U rban  L eague d u r in g  th e  

p r e c e d in g  y e a r  a r e  b ro u g h t  b e f o r e  th e  p u b l i c .  T he m e e tin g  is 

u s u a l ly  a d i n n e r  a f f a i r  and i s  a t te n d e d  by  s<xae s i x  h u n d red  

o r  m ore g u e s t s .  As a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m , t h e  L eague 

m akes e v e ry  e f f o r t  t o  s e c u r e  a s p e a k e r  o f  ren o w n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .  Among some o f  th e  s p e a k e r s  t i i e  L eague 

h a s  p r e s e n te d  a r e  A rc h ib a ld  J .  C a re y , J r . ,  w hose a c c o m p lis h 

m en ts  a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  a l a t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tis S y ; Con

g ressm an  Adam C la y to n  P o w e ll;  and D r . Jam es R o b in s o n , a

^Minutes o f  th e  V oca tion a l S e r v ic e s  Com m ittee, Okla
homa C ity  Urban L eague, September 4 ,  1951, p . 2 .  In  th e
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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! w o rld  t r a v e l e r ,  and one o f  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  th e  I n t e r r a c i a l
i

F e l lo w s h ip  o f  G r e a te r  New York and th e  Syndenham H o s p i ta l—  

th e  f i r s t  i n t e r r a c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .

: R o b in so n  i s  a g r a d u a te  o f  L in c o ln  U n iv e r s i ty  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

: and ea rn ed  th e  B a c h e lo r  o f  D iv in i ty  d e g re e  from  U nion 

T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry , New York C ity  in  1938. In  t h a t  same 

y e a r  he was o rd a in e d  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m in i s t r y  and founded  | 

t h e  C hurch  o f  th e  M a s te r  and M o rn in g sid e  C e n te r  i n  H arlem , j
i

New Y o rk . In  1952 R o b in so n  was in v i t e d  t o  s e rv e  a s  th e  

o p e n in g  c o n v o c a tio n  s p e a k e r  f o r  R e l ig io u s  Em phasis Week a t  

th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a, Norman, Oklahom a. A w id e ly  

a c c la im e d  a u to b io g ra p h y  o f  R ob inson  e n t i t l e d .  Road W ith o u t 

T u rn in g , was p u b l is h e d  i n  1950 and i s  now i n  i t s  second  

p r i n t i n g . 1

On th e  o c c a s io n  o f  i t s  s i x t h  a n n iv e r s a r y ,  th e  (Xcla- 

homa C i ty  U rban L eague had th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  p r e s e n t in g  

R o b in so n  a s  i t s  g u e s t  s p e a k e r .  The them e o f  th e  m e e tin g  wa:^ 

b u i l d i n g  B e t t e r  Human R e la t io n s  i s  E v e ry b o d y 's  B u s in e s s ."

I t  was a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  t h a t  th e  League p a id  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  

t o  M cAlpine f o r  t h e  r o l e  h e  had p la y e d  i n  em p lo y in g  N egro 

f i r e m e n .  The M ayor and  M rs. S t r e e t ,  C i ty  C ouncilm an  and 

M rs. C o n s ta n t  and s e v e n  N egro f ir e m e n  w ere  s p e c i a l  g u e s ts  

a t  th e  d in n e r .

(Nclahoma C i t y  U rban  L eag u e , R e p o r ts  o f  th e  A nnual 
M e e tin g s  o f  th e  U rb an  L eague o f  Oclahoma C i ty  f r< »  J a n u a ry ,  
1947  th ro u g h  D ecem ber^ 1956 (m im eo g rap h ed ).
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In  a co m m u n ica tio n  t o  S t r e e t ,  C e rn o r ia  Jo h n so n  

s t a t e d  t h a t :

. . .B e c a u s e  o f  th e  p ro g re s s  made u n d e r y o u r  a d m in i s t r a 
t i o n ,  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c to r s  w ish es  t o  p u b l i c l y  acknow
le d g e  some o f  t h e  im provem ents made by th e  c i t y  g o v e rn 
m en t. C o n s e q u e n tly , C h ie f  G. R. M cAlpine w i l l  be  e s 
p e c i a l l y  ho n o red  f o r  th e  r o le  he h as  p lay e d  i n  th e  
em ploym ent o f  N egro f ir e m e n . U nder h i s  c o m p e ten t s u p e r 
v i s i o n  th e s e  men have b een  i n t e g r a t e d ,  w i th o u t  i n c i d e n t ,  
i n t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t. We a r e  aw are t h a t  many c r i t i c i s m s  
come t o  th e  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  b u t  v e ry  few w ords o f  
c o m m e n d a tio n .. .T h e r e f o r e ,  we sh o u ld  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  on t h i s  o c c a s s io n .

The same c a r e f u l  f a c t u a l  and u n e m o tio n a l a p p ro a c h  

d e m o n s tra te d  i n  th e  f ir e m e n  p r o j e c t  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  way in  

w h ich  th e  L eague w orks i n  th e  com m unity th ro u g h  i n t e r r a c i a l  

teamwoz4c t o  g e t  a t  t h e  r o o t s  o f  com m unity p ro b le m s . I t  was 

w hat th e  L eague c o n s id e re d  a s  one o f  i t s  " f i r s t s "  i n  i t s  

em ploym ent p ro g ra m . Now th e  V o c a tio n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee 

was re a d y  t o  f o c u s  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  on o th e r  p i l o t  p la c e m e n ts .

The B r ic k la y e r s  P r o j e c t

At a m e e tin g  o f  th e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee on

O c to b e r  2 ,  1951 j  M rs. Jo h n so n  p r e s e n te d  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e

em ploym ent o f  N egro  b r i c k l a y e r s  on th e  new V e te ra n s  A dm iniSf

t r a t i o n  H o s p i t a l .  Jo h n so n  e x p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  was

g ra n te d  th ro u g h  a  g o v ern m en t c o n t r a c t .  U nder a  governm en t

c o n t r a c t  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  fo rc e d  t o  em ploy s k i l l e d

w o rk e rs  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  u n io n  members o r  n o t .  R o b e r t  j 
 1

^ L e t t e r  fro m  C e m o r ia  Jo h n so n , E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  th e  CXclahoma C i ty  U rban  League t o  A lle n  S t r e e t ,  Mayor o f  
Ok l a h oma C i^ ,  Ofclahom a, November 2 9 , ------------------------------
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; McKee was th e  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  c h a rg e  and E . L. B a i le y  was th e  

b r i c k l a y e r  i n  c h a r g e .

A s u rv e y  o f  th e  com m unity was made to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  

number o f  s k i l l e d  N egro  w o rk e rs  i n  b u i ld in g  t r a d e s .  The 

su rv e y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere a p p ro x im a te ly  f o r t y  w o rk e rs  

I who w ere p a r t i c u l a r l y  d is c o u ra g e d  o v e r  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

J o in  th e  l a b o r  u n io n s  c o v e r in g  t h e i r  s k i l l s .  A few o f  th e  

c a r p e n te r s  and b r i c k l a y e r s  had b een  em ployed by w h ite  c o n -  | 

t r a c t o r s  b u t  l a t e r  f i r e d  b e c a u se  w h ite  w o rk e rs  who w ere 

members o f  u n io n s  r e f u s e d  t o  work w ith  them .

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t im e  s e v e r a l  b r i c k l a y e r s  had made a p p l i i  

c a t i o n  f o r  m em bersh ip  i n  th e  B r ic k la y e r s  U nion Number 1 .

They w ere  t o l d  fay t h e  b u s in e s s  a g e n t r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  U nion 

t h a t  w h i le  N eg ro es  c o u ld  n o t  b e  d e n ie d  m em bersh ip  i n  th e  

Union^ i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i t  would be p r a c t i c a l l y  im 

p o s s ib l e  f o r  t h »  t o  g e t  w ork  on u n io n  Jo b s  b e c a u s e  u n io n  

fo rem en  d e f i n i t e l y  w ould  n o t  h i r e  N egro b r i c k l a y e r s .  He 

recommended t h a t  t h e  N eg ro es  s e e k  em ploym ent i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

w here  t h e r e  w e re  n o  h a r r i e r s  p r e v e n t in g  them  frcmi g e t t i n g  

wozdc on u n io n  J o b s .

The L eague . e l e c t e d  tw o h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  c a r p e n t e r s  

and tw o c o m p e te n t b r i c k l a y e r s  t o  make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  

C a r p e n te r s  L o c a l U n io n  329  and t o  th e  B r i c k l a y e r s  U n io n . 

M em bership was r e f œ e d  i n  th e  B r ic k la y e r s  U n io n , on th e  

g ro u n d s  t h a t  em^lajmextt was f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  a mem ber- 

fth lp  ca r d  c o u ld  b e  i s s ue d .— f ac t  t h a t  no f or eman  wou ld —
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e m p l o y  W g r b ë s ^ p r e v e n t e d  t h e  N e g r o  f r o m  s e c u r i n g  a  m e m b e r 

s h i p  c a r d  i n  t h e  u n i o n . ^  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  

t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

m a d e  b y  t h e  N e g r o e s  t o  t h e  C a r p e n t e r ' s  U n i o n .

The League d id  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  same d e g re e  o f  

s u c c e s s  i n  th e  em ploym ent o f  N egro b r i c k l a y e r s  a s  i t  d id  in  

th e  em ploym ent o f  N egro  f i r e m e n .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1953 t h a t  

t h e  f i r s t  N egro was a c c e p te d  in  th e  B r ic k la y e r s  U nion and | 

r e c e iv e d  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  u n io n  w ork on th e  New D o u g las  H igh 

S c h o o l w i th  L ip p e r t  C o n t r a c t in g  Company. |

P .  D. Moon a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty
U rban  League

I n  1953 P .  D . Moon was e l e c te d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U rban  

L eag u e . He was t h e  f i r s t  N egro t o  be e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  

th e  U rban L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty  and was th e  f i r s t  member 

o f  h i s  r a c e  t o  s e r v e  on  t h e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  

F u n d .

The Em ploym ent o f  N egroes i n  New T . G. and Y. S to r e  

D u rin g  Moon’s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Œ cla- 

homa C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e , a  new T . G . and Y , S to r e  w as opened  

i n  th e  N egro a r e a .  P r i o r  t o  th e  o p en in g  o f  th e  s t o r e .  Moon 

jand M a tt ie  J e l t z ,  a mamber o f  th e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  

b o m m itte e , c o n f e r r e d  w i th  t h e  T . G. and Y. o f f i c i a l s  j

H -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
^M inu tes  o f  t h e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m ittee , G k la -  j 

borna C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e , O c to b e r  2 ,  1931, p .  1« I n  t h e  f i l e s  j 
b f  thA  Oklahoma C i ty  U rb an  l e a g u e .____________  1
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c o n c e rn in g  th e  em ploym ent o f  N eg ro es . As a r e s u l t  o f  th e

c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  s i x  N egroes and s i x  w h ite s

em ployed on th e  s t a f f  a t  th e  s t o r e .  F o u r o f  th e  s i x  N egroes

w ere recommended by th e  Urban League th ro u g h  th e  c o o p e r a t io n

o f  th e  em ploym ent s e r v i c e  u n d er th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  M rs. J e l t z .

R o b e r t K e l ly ,  m anager o f  th e  s t o r e  Is s u e d  th e  f o l lo w in g

s ta te m e n t  r e g a r d in g  th e  i n t e g r a te d  s t a f f :

S even  o f  o u r  tw e lv e  em ployees have been  h e re  s in c e  th e  j 
s t o r e  was o p en ed , th e  o th e r  f i v e  have b een  h e r e  from  j
12 to  id  m o n th s . The le n g th  o f  tim e  we have a l l  worked 
to g e t h e r  i s  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  by b e in g  s i n c e r e ,  
f a i r ,  and by g iv in g  p ro p e r  r e s p e c t  t o  one a n o th e r  t h a t  
r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  c e a s e  t o  be a p ro b le m . The com bined 
e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  o u r  em ployees b o th  N egro and w h i te  have 
made o u r  s t o r e  one o f  th e  b e s t  o p e ra te d  u n i t s  i n  o u r  
c o m p a n y . . . !

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  a c h ie v em e n ts  t h e r e  was s t i l l  much 

t o  be  d e s i r e d  i n  d e v e lo p in g  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  N e g ro e s . 

P e o p le  w ere com ing t o  th e  League i n  l a r g e r  num bers f o r  a s s i s 

ta n c e  i n  s e c u r in g  t r a i n i n g  and jo b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  C cxnplaint! 

r e g a r d in g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  th e  N egro i n  c e r t a i n  o c c u p a t io n s  

w ere  s t i l l  c o n s t a n t l y  com ing i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  B ec au se  o f  

com m unity c o n c e rn  and b e c a u se  th e  U rban League i s  engaged  in  

h e lp in g  t o  make d em ocracy  a r e a l i t y ,  i t s  r o l e  i s  t h a t  o f  

a l e r t i n g  em ploym ent s e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s  tow ard  p e r f e c t i n g  scxne 

s o r t  o f  p la n  w hereby  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  

th e  N egro w o rk e r .

^Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eague , Y ea r End R e p o r t ,  1953* 
p .  4 (m im eo g rap h ed ).
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The A ppoin tm ent o f  L isb o n  T il lm a n  to  th e  P o s i t io n  
o f  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e ta r y

In  F e b ru a ry , 1954 L isb o n  T i l lm a n , a fo rm er Oklahoman 

and a H arvard  Law S c h o o l g r a d u a te ,  came t o  Oklahoma C ity  t o  

s e c u re  em ploym ent u n t i l  he c o u ld  s t a r t  h i s  law p r a c t i c e .  He 

iwas a p p o in te d  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c re -  

I t a r y  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban L eag u e . However, T illm a n
I

r e s ig n e d  on S ep tem b er 1 , 1954 a f t e r  s i x  m o n th s ' te n u r e  o f  

o f f i c e .  The League was a g a in  i n  need o f  an  I n d u s t r i a l  

R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y .  The E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y  c o n ta c te d  th e  

N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  on a v a i l a b l e  p e r s o n n e l .^

S e l e c t io n  o f  Edward S m ith  a s  I n d u s t r i a l  
R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y

At a m e e tin g  o f  th e  P e r s o n n e l  P r a c t i c e s  Com m ittee on 

M arch 11, 1955j th e  p e r s o n n e l  p r o f i l e s  o f  s e v e r a l  p e rso n s  

w ere  exam ined by th e  co m m ittee  m em bers. Among th e  p r o f i l e s  

exam ined by  th e  P e r s o n n e l  P r a c t i c e s  C o o m itte e  was t h a t  o f  

Edward S m ith . I h e  co m m ittee  members w ere  f a v o r a b ly  im p ressed  

w i th  S m i th 's  p r o f i l e  and recommended t o  t h e  Board o f  

D i r e c t o r s  t h a t  S m ith  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  come t o  Oklahoma C i ty  f o r  

an  in te r v ie w  w ith  th e  P e r s o n n e l  P r a c t i c e s  Com m ittee and th e  

B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  Oclahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e .^

M in u te s  o f  t h e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C a n m ltte e , (Xcla- 
hona  C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , O c to b e r  4 ,  1 9 5 4 , p .  2 .  I n  th e  f i l e s  
o f  t h e  (Mclahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e .

^Minutes o f  th e  V oca tion a l S e r v ic e s  Committee, Œcla-
h(ma C ity  Urban League, March 11, 1955, p . 3 .  In  the f i l e s
o f - tfae-Ok lahoma C ity  Urban League .----------------------------------------------
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S m ith  came to  th e  U rban League o f f i c e  in  Oklahoma 

C ity  f o r  th e  in te rv ie w  on M arch 2 3 , 1955 . The members o f  th e  

Board o f  D i r e c to r s  and th e  P e r s o n n e l  P r a c t i c e s  C om m ittee 

w ere a g re e d  t h a t  Sm ith  was th e  i n d i v i d u a l  who c o u ld  b e s t  f i l l  

th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y .  S m ith  b egan  

h i s  d u t i e s  a s  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  Oklahoma; 

C i ty  U rban  League on A p r i l  l 8 ,  1955 . In  a c c e p t in g  th e
!

p o s i t i o n  he  assum ed th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a s s i s t i n g  th e  j
j

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  i n  p la n n in g  and c a r r y in g  o u t  a program  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e .

The I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague h a s  a d o p ted  a p o l i c y  w h ich  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  o f  th e  

m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  p o l ic y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Employment S e r 

v i c e .

The f o l lo w in g  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  an  I n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s

p o l i c y ;

1 .  To p rom ote  em ploym ent o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a l l  a p p l i 

c a n t s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  a b i l i t i e s  and 

Job  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

2 .  To make d e f i n i t e  and c o n t ln o u s  e f f o r t s  w i th  

e m p lo y e rs  w i th  whmn r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t o  th e  end t h a t  t h e i r  h i r i n g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  b e  

b a se d  e x c lu s iv e ly  on Job  p e rfo rm a n c e  f a c t o r s . ^

^Minutes o f  th e  I n d u s tr ia l  R e la tio n s  C anm lttee, Okla-
htxaa C ity  Urban League, May 2 9 , 1955* pp. 3 - 4 .  In  th e  f i l e s
o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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T h a t th e r e  I s  a n a t io n -w id e  need f o r  h ig h ly  t r a in e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  s e m i - p r o f e s s io n a l ,  b u s in e s s  and i n d u s t r i a l  

p e r s o n n e l  i s  w i th o u t  q u e s t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  g row ing  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p e r s o n s  la c k in g  i n  e d u c a t io n a l  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  f in d  s u i t a b l e  em ploym en t. R e a l iz in g  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a g row ing  demand f o r  m ore and b e t t e r  t r a in e d  p e rso rs

in  e v e ry  o c c u p a t io n ,  th e  U rban  L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty  s e e k s  ;
i i
jbo e n c o u ra g e  N egro y o u th  t o  p r e p a r e  th e m se lv e s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  j

!

W hich a r e  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and p o t e n t i a l i 

t i e s .

S k i l l  B e t te r m e n t  P rogram  

S m ith , a f t e r  m aking a s tu d y  o f  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

x v a l la b le  i n  (Xclahoma C i ty ,  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 

demand f o r  e f f i c i e n t  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l .  He f u r t h e r  d i s 

c o v e re d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  N egro  a p p l i c a n t s  s e e k in g  p o s i t i o n s  

d id  n o t  p o s s e s s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l s  t o  f i l l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  th e  

c l e r i c a l  f i e l d s .  T h is  l a c k  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

a p p l i c a n t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  S m ith , w as d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t :

L) t h e  a p p l i c a n t  had n o t  had t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  

: ( k i l l s  b e c a u s e  b u s in e s s  s c h o o ls  i n  Oklahoma C i ty  w ere  n o t  

op en  t o  t h e  N eg ro ; and 2) many a p p l i c a n t s  re a so n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

lia s  n o  I n c e n t i v e  t o  p r e p a re  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  s u c h  p o s i t i o n s  

b e c a u s e  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  was n o t  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  them  t o  u se  

;he s k i l l s  o n ce  th e y  w ere  a c q u i r e d .

A t a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t i o n s  C a m n ltte e
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C fo n n e r iy  th e  V o c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m ittee ), Sm ith  p re se n te d  

t o  th e  members o f  th e  co m m itte e  an  o u t l i n e  f o r  a t r a i n i n g  

p ro g ram  w hich  he f e l t  was fu n d a m e n ta l  In  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

r e s e r v o i r  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  In  th e  c l e r i c a l  f i e l d .  He 

te rm e d  h i s  p rogram  a " S k i l l  B e t te rm e n t  P ro g ram ."  Em phasis 

w as t o  be on th o s e  s k i l l s  r e l a t e d  t o  s e c r e t a r i a l  w ork . The 

c l e r i c a l  f i e l d  was g iv e n  p r im e  c o n s id e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e , as  

j u s t  s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  was a demand f o r  q u a l i f i e d  p e rs o n n e l  In  

t h a t  f i e l d ,  and b e c a u s e  i t  w as f e l t  by th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  

^ e c r e t a r y  t h a t  I t  was a f i e l d  I n  w h ich  th e  l e a s t  o p p o s i t io n  j 

^ o u ld  b e  e n c o u n te re d  I n  s e e k in g  p la c e m e n ts  f o r  Negro women, 

p i e  members o f  th e  c o m m itte e  a g re e d  t h a t  su c h  a program  was 

d e f i n i t e l y  n e e d e d .

D u rin g  th e  summer o f  1955 S m ith  c o n s u l te d  a g e n ts  o f  

l|>U8iness co m p an ies  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  b u s in e s s  s c h o o ls  

^ o r  s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  m a t e r i a l s  and e q u ip m en t In  d e v e lo p in g  

t h e  p ro g ra m . The u se  o f  m a c h in e s  i n c lu d in g  p rim a ry  I n s t r u c 

t i o n  i n  th em , was o ffe i-e d  h y  C la r e n c e  F a u lk n e r  o f  th e  

R em ington-H and Company; O r v i l l e  Jam es o f  th e  A. B . D ick  

^ p l l c a t l n g  M ach in es; and C ly d e  S how ers o f  th e  Underwood 

C o r p o r a t io n .  Jam es S w a g g e r ty , D i r e c t o r  o f  A d u lt E d u c a tio n  

I n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  Roy B lackw ood o f  B lackw ood C o lle g e ,  E lm er 

Y oung o f  H i l l s  B u s in e s s  C o l le g e  and N e l l  P i e r c e ,  D i r e c to r  o f  

i b e  D o u g la s  V o c a t io n a l  S c h o o l  a s s i s t e d  w i th  th e  developm en t

of the curriculum. Moon, principal of Douglas High School
1
recqwaended th e  fo llo w in g  persona a s members o f  the teaching-
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■ s t a f f :  F r a n c e s  J a c k s o n ,  t y p i n g  a n d  b u s i n e s s  m a c h i n e s ,  L .  C .

W i l l i a m s ,  b u s i n e s s  E n g l i s h ;  a n d  G e n e v a  J o h n s o n ,  s h o r t h a n d . ^

C l a s s e s  i n  t h e  " S k i l l  B e t t e r m e n t  P r o g r a m "  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

b e i n g  o f f e r e d  a t  D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l .  A f e e  o f  $4 . 2 5  i s  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  t w e l v e - w e e k  c o u r s e  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  t h e  e x p e n s e s  

o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s .

The c o u rs e  i s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  s e l f -  

im p ro v em en t. The o b je c t  i s  t o  h e lp  th e  I n d iv id u a l  p e r f e c t  

th o s e  s k i l l s  w hich  he  may h av e  a c q u ire d  b u t  w hich  have n o t 

b een  d ev e lo p ed  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e  a p p l i c a n t  can  be  a s s u re d  

o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p e r fo rm a n c e . T h e re f o re ,  i t  I s  d e s i r e d  t h a t  ; 

a p e rs o n  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  b e  a b le  t o  do  some e le m e n - | 

t a r y  t y p in g .  j

T e s ts  o f  th e  same p a t t e r n  a s  th o s e  o f  th e  c i v i l  s e r 

v ic e  a r e  a d m in is te r e d  t o  a s tu d e n t  a t  any  g iv e n  tim e  upon 

th e  recom m endation  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .  T h ese  t e s t s  a r e  u sed  

i n  th e  e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  a c h ie v e m e n t. The s tu d e n t  

i n  t h i s  w ay, i s  a llo w e d  t o  p r o g r e s s  a t  h i s  own r a t e .

The S k i l l  B e t te rm e n t  P rogram  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t io n  f o r  

tw o y e a r s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  p r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  f o r t y - f i v e  I
I

s t u d e n t s .  The e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  p e r io d  num bered f i f t y -
I

f o u r .  The second  y e a r  f o r t y  p e r s o n s  w ere  e n r o l le d  i n  th e  |
]

c o u r s e .  At th e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  e i g h t  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  

i n  th e  p rogram  w ere  p la c e d  a s  t y p i s t s .  F o u r  o f  th e s e  w ere

■•Ibid.



1Ü4

p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  f o u r  o f  t h e  e i g h t  s t u 

d e n t s  w e r e  p l a c e d  I n  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e s .  S e v e r a l  p l a c e m e n t s  

h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  s i n c e  t h a t  t l m e . ^

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  S k i l l  B e t t e r m e n t  P r o g r a m  l e d  t o  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  a n  

I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  R e f e r r a l  C e n t e r .  T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  m a i n t a i n s  

a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  I n d u s t r i e s ,  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  w h o  

k e e p  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f f i c e  i n f o r m e d  o f  a n y  a v a i l a b l e  

o p e n i n g s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e .  T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,

In  t u r n ,  r e f e r s  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  th o s e  a g e n c ie s  s e e k in g  q u a l i f i e d  

p e r s o n n e l .  P lacem en t d ep en d s  much on th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and 

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  t h e  s k i l l s  he p o s s e s s e s ,  and 

h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d le  m in o r i n c i d e n t s  i n  a m a tu re  m a n n e r . 2

I n  M arch, 1955 , S m ith  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  E a r l  S im on, th e  

P e r s o n n e l  D i r e c t o r  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  E m p lo y ees, D u rin g  th e  

c o n f e r e n c e .  S m ith  and Simon f o rm u la te d  a p la n  w hereby  q u a l i 

f i e d  p e r s o n s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  m u n ic ip a l  governm en t a r e  

s c re e n e d  i n  th e  U rban  League o f f i c e .  T h e ir  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  

t h e n  e v a lu a te d  by  Sim on and S m ith , a f t e r  w hich  s t e p s  a r e  

ta k e n  to w ard  p la c in g  th e  a p p l i c a n t . 3

^ I n te rv ie w  w i th  Edward S m ith ,  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e ag u e , March 4 ,  1957 , 
Oklahoma C i ty ,  O klahom a.

^ I b i d .

^ M in u tes  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  C om m ittee , O kla
homa C ity  Urban League, June 2 9 , 1955, p . 3* In  th e  f i l e s
o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.

tl't'
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Some o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p la c e m e n ts  in  t e c h n i c a l  and 

s k i l l e d  p o s i t i o n s  w hich  have b een  made th ro u g h  th e  U rban 

League in c lu d e :  m a th e m a tic ia n  in  e l e c t r o n i c s  a t  T in k e r

F i e l d ;  a l i t h o g r a p h i c  e n g ra v e r  w ith  th e  D ick  S to u t  E n g rav in g  

Company; S e c r e ta r y  t o  Dean S . F e l to n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  

Oklahoma S c h o o l o f  M ed ic in e ; R e se a rc h  C h em ist a t  th e  M ed ica l 

R e se a rc h  F o u n d a tio n ;  X-Ray T e c h n ic ia n  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  

H o s p i t a l ;  A d m in is t r a t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  i n  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  

c o u n ty  ju d g e ;  M ed ic a l S o c ia l  W orker a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  Hos

p i t a l ;  A d m in is t r a t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  i n  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  c o u n ty  

Ju d g e ; M ed ic a l S o c i a l  W orker a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  H o s p i ta l ;  and 

an  I n d u s t r i a l  C h em ist a t  T in k e r  F i e l d .  Y e t, i n  many c a s e s  

company o f f i c i a l s  h av e  shown t h e i r  u n w i l l in g n e s s  t o  c o o p é râ t^  

w i th  t h e  League i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  em p lo y in g  s k i l l e d  N egro 

h e l p .  U rban  L eague r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  A ero D e s ig n  

Company h a s  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  e v a s iv e  i n  r e g a rd  t o  em ploym ent 

o f  N e g ro e s . The r e p o r t s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  u n w i l l in g n e s s  o f  

t h e  B e l l  T e le p h o n e  Company and th e  Oklahoma Gas and E l e c t r i c  

Company t o  " ta k e  t h e  le a d  i n  s e t t i n g  a p a t t e r n "  i n  t h e  matteij* 

o f  em p lo y in g  s k i l l e d  N egroes a s  o p e r a to r s  and c l e r i c a l

w o rk e rs .  ■

The Em ploym ent o f  N egro Bus D r iv e r s  

A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s

^ I b id ..  p . 3 .
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C o m m ittee , a s  o f  D ecem ber 10 , 1956, th e  f i r s t  N egro was em

p lo y ed  by th e  C i ty  Bus Company o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  On 

D ecem ber 31# 1956 R o b e r t H a r r i s  co m p le ted  h i s  t r a i n i n g  and 

was a s s ig n e d  a s  a r e g u l a r  d r i v e r .  The Oklahoma C ity  Times 

n e w sp a p e r, on  May 3 ,  1957, c a r r i e d  t h i s  r e p o r t :

The c i t y  B us C om pany 's s i x  month o ld  d r i v e r  d e s e g r a t io n  
p o l i c y  i s  w o rk in g  w e l l  and th r e e  N eg ro es  a r e  now on th e  
r o s t e r . . .D o u g  B ow ers, a s s i s t a n t  G e n e ra l  M anager, s a id  
two N eg ro es  h av e  b e e n  h i r e d  s in c e  R o b e r t  H a r r i s ,  21 y e a r  

I o ld  D o u g la s  H igh S c h o o l g r a d u a te ,  b la z e d  th e  t r a i l  in
D ecem ber, 1 9 5 6 . At t h a t  t im e  Bow ers announced  th e  f irm  

I  w ould i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a c c e p t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  q u a l i f i e d
men w i th o u t  r e g a rd  t o  r a c e . . .N e g r o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  jo b s  
come t o  t h e  b u s  com pany a f t e r  p r e l im in a r y  s c r e e n in g  by 
th e  U rb an  L e a g u e , a - p ro c e d u r e  worked o u t  b e f o r e  th e  f i r s ^  
one w as h i r e d . . .T he f i r m 's  d e c i s io n  t o  em ploy  N egro 
d r i v e r s  fo llo w e d  a s e r i e s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  Bowers 
and E a s t s l d e  l e a d e r s .  The b u s  o f f i c i a l  s a id  H a r r i s  h as  
w orked e v e r y  r o u t e  i n  t h e  c i t y . .

The c o n f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  E a s t s l d e  l e a d e r s  and th e  

c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  t o  w h ich  th e  above news q u o t a t i o n  r e f e r s  had 

t h e i r  b e g in n in g  n e a r l y  t e n  y e a r s  a g o . I n  A u g u st o f  19^7 I t  

was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  L eague and o t h e r  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n s  t h a t  N e g ro es  m ig h t b e  em ployed a s  b u s  d r i v e r s  on 

th o s e  b u s e s  w h ic h  s e r v e  t h e  N egro d i s t r i c t .  I im n e d la te ly , a 

s u rv e y  w as made o f  o p in io n s  o f  N egroes t o  d e te r m in e  t h e i r  

r e a c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  I s s u e .  A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

th e  s u r v e y ,  t t e  N eg ro es  f e l t  t h a t  N eg ro es  sh o u ld  b e  em ployed 

a s  b u s  d r i v e r s .

The E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban

1 . C i ty  B us D r i v e r s , "  Oklahoma C i ty  T im es , May 3 , 1957J
..............................................  J
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L eague, K enneth  Jo h n so n  o f  th e  WKY R adio  S t a t i o n ,  and D o lp h in  

Thompson o f  th e  V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  c o n s u l te d  w ith  

C la re n c e  J o rd a n , p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Oklahoma R a ilw ay  Company.

As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e ,  Jo rd a n  l a t e r  w ro te  th e  League 

and th e  o th e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who c o n fe r r e d  w ith  him t h a t  he 

was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  N egro d r iv e r s  sh o u ld  b e  g iv e n  th e  

Jobs a s  bus d r i v e r s  i n  a r e a s  p o p u la te d  a lm o s t e n t i r e l y  by 

N eg ro es . T h is  le d  t o  a s e r i e s  o f  c o n fe re n c e s  w h ich  e x ten d e d  I
fI

o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  a lm o s t t e n  y e a r s .

I n  th e  e a r l y  c o n fe re n c e s  th e  o f f i c i a l s  em p h asized  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  b u s  company d id  p ro v id e  em ploym ent f o r  N egroes 

i n  th e  s h o p s .  The L eague and th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  th e  

o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  b a se d  t h e i r  c o n te n t io n  on th e  p re m ise  

t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  e x i s t e d  i n  t h a t  t h e  N egro  was 

d e n ie d  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a s p i r i n g  t o  th e  jo b  o f  d r i v e r .  H is 

o n ly  a s p i r a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  t o  w ork i n  th e  s h o p s .^

A c t i v i t y  w h ich  c u lm in a te d  I n  th e  h i r i n g  o f  t h e  N egro 

bus d r i v e r s  was b eg u n  u n d e r  J e s s e  T . Owens, f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  th e  L eague , b u t  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  c o n v in c e  th e  b u s  company on 

th e  good "human and I n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s "  v a lu e  o f  em p lo y in g  

Negro d r i v e r s  g a in e d  I t s  g r e a t e s t  im p e tu s  u n d e r  t h e  a d m in ls -  

t r a t i o n  o f  P .  D . Ifoon. The N egro Cham ber o f  Commerce o f

^ R ep o rt o f  C o n fe re n c e  w ith  O f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma 
C ity  R a ilw ay  Company r e g a r d in g  th e  em ploym ent o f  N egro  bus 
d r i v e r s ,  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague , D ecem ber, 1 9 4 7 . I n  th e  
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .
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O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  

w i t h  t h e  L e a g u e  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t . ^

V o c a t i o n a l  G u i d a n c e  S e r v i c e s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c r e a t i n g  n e w  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  s k i l l e d  

N e g r o  w o r k e r s  end e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  

in  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  C M c l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f f e r s  v o c a 

t i o n a l  g u id a n c e  and c o u n s e l in g  s e r v i c e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

s c h o o ls ,  c o l l e g e s  and o th e r  g ro u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e p a r in g  

and e n c o u ra g in g  young  p e o p le  t o  p re p a re  f o r  v o c a t io n s  in  

l i n e  w i th  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and a b i l i t i e s .  I n  M arch, 1947, 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  League was o rg a n iz e d ,  th e  members o f  th e  

s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e  p ro g ram  a t  

D oug las  H igh S c h o o l .  T hrough  th e  c o u r te s y  o f  th e  U rban 

League a f i l m  w as shown d u r in g  th e  a ssem b ly  h o u r  o f  V oca

t i o n a l  G u id an ce  Week O bservance  a t  D o ug las  H igh  S c h o o l .  The 

c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  v a r io u s  o c c u p a tio n s  w ere s e c u re d  th ro u g h  th e  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  U rban  L eag u e . S in c e  t h a t  t im e  t h e  L eague h as  

p ro v id e d  v o c a t i o n a l  g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  t o  b o th  N egro  and 

w h ite  s c h o o ls  i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  t o  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t io n  

g ro u p s ,  t o  s o r o r i t i e s  and f r a t e r n i t i e s  and t o  L a n g s to n  

U n iv e r s i t y .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1955 , th e  U rban L e a g u e , i n  c o n ju n c 

t i o n  w ith  t h e  g u id a n c e  d e p a r tm e n t a t  D o u g las  H igh  S c h o o l,

Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L eague , Y ear End R e p o r t ,  1955, 
p .  3 (m lm eograiA ied).
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i n i t i a t e d  a c o u n ty -w id e  V o c a t io n a l  G uidance p ro g ram . The 

I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y  c o n ta c te d  s u p e r in te n d e n t s  o f  

s c h o o ls ,  t e a c h e r s  who w ere  a s s ig n e d  to  v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e ,  

c o u n ty  home a g e n ts ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  te a c h e r s  to  s o l i c i t  t h e i r  

s u p p o r t  i n  d e v e lo p in g  su c h  a p rogram  so  t h a t  g u id a n c e  

s e r v i c e s  m ig h t be e x te n d e d  t o  more s tu d e n t s .  S tu d e n ts  i n  

th e  r u r a l  a r e a  w ere i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  c o n f e re n c e  

and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a t te n d a n c e  was a r ra n g e d  by th e  

L eague .

The fo l lo w in g  y e a r ,  1956 , D ouglas H igh S c h o o l sp o n 

so re d  a " S e n io r  Day" t o  w h ic h  s tu d e n t s  w ere i n v i t e d  from  

s c h o o ls  o v e r  th e  s t a t e  t o  h e a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  v a r io u s  I  

I c o l le g e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  d i s c u s s  th e  n a tu r e  and p u r -  |

Ipose o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  w hich  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d  L 

! B ec au se  th e  O klahona C i ty  U rban League I s  c a l l e d  upon

I I n  s o  many I n s ta n c e s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  s p e a k e r s  f o r  

[v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s ,  i t  m a in ta in s  a "S p ea k e rs  B u r e a u ."  T hro u g  

j i t s  S p e a k e rs  B u reau  S e r v i c e s ,  th e  League p ro v id e d  t h e  r e 

sso u rce  p e o p le  f o r  t h e  D o u g la s  H igh  S ch o o l S e n io r  Day i n  

|l956.^

C u r r e n t  P r o j e c t s  

The L eague , th r o u g h  i t s  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s

N a r r a t iv e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  M e e tin g , 
Oclahoma C i ty  U rban L e ag u e , May 2 1 , 1955, p .  4 (mim eo
g ra p h e d )  .
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D e p a r tm e n t, i s  c u r r e n t l y  engaged i n  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u re  em

p lo y m en t o f  N egroes w i th  th e  S t a t e  Highway P a t r o l .  S e v e ra l  

c o n f e r e n c e s  have b e e n  h e ld  w i th  L ie u te n a n t  Lookabaugh, 

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  S t a t e  Highway P a t r o l ,  r e g a r d in g  th e  q u e s t io n  

o f  em p lo y in g  N egroes i n  t h a t  d e p a r tm e n t .  To d a te  no p l a c e 

m en ts  h av e  b e en  m ade. The I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  d e p a r tm e n t 

o f  t h e  L eague i s  e n c o u ra g in g  e l i g i b l e  N eg ro es  t o  c o n t in u e  to  

t r y  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  w ith  th e  S t a t e  Highway D e p a r tm e n t.

The League i s  f o c u s in g  much o f  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  on h e lp 

in g  N egro  t e a c h e r s  who have b e e n  d i s p l a c e d  b e c a u se  o f  th e  i 

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .  From  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  I  

s u rv e y  made o f  th e  num ber o f  d i s p l a c e d  t e a c h e r s ,  th e  

I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e ta r y  co m p ile d  a  m a s te r  l i s t  o f  

su c h  t e a c h e r s .  A News L e t t e r  was m a ile d  t o  th em . The News 

L e t t e r  c o n ta in e d  in f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

i n  and  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O klahom a. A lth o u g h  i t  w i l l  e x 

h a u s t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  th e  

L eague  h a s  aiade i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  a l l  c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  i t  

c a n n o t  g u a r a n te e  p la c e m e n t.  Some o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  w h ich  a r e  

b e in g  u t i l i z e d  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  em ploym ent f o r  N egro 

t e a c h e r s  a r e  t h e  Oklahoma Em ploym ent S e r v i c e ,  th e  S t a t e  

D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b l ic  W e lfa re ,  t h e  S t a t e  Em ploym ent S e r v ic e s  

o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  P u b l ic  W e lfa re  o f  o th e r  

s t a t e s ,  a f f i l i a t e s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rb an  L eague and th e  

R eg icm a l and  N a t io n a l  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v ic e .



CHAPTER VI

ACTIVITIES OF THE URBAN LEAGUE--COORDINATION 

AND COOPERATION SERVICES

I n  C h a p te r s  IV and V o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  two m a jo r  a r e a s  

o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban League o f  Oklahoma C ity  w ere 

o u t l in e d  i n  d e t a i l .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  d i s c u s s io n ,  a t t e n t i o n  was 

{ d ire c te d  t o  th e  im p o rta n c e  w hich  th e  L eague p la c e s  upon th e  

jc o o p e ra t io n  and c o o r d in a t io n  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  th o s e  

{of o th e r  c<xnmunity a g e n c ie s .  The p r o c e s s  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  

and c o o r d in a t io n  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  i n  th e  p la n n in g  and e x e 

c u t io n  o f  a l l  L eague a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  i s  th e  b e l i e f  o f  th e  

League t h a t  nO s i n g l e  o r g a n iz a t io n  h a s  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  and 

eq u ip m en t t o  d o  a n  e f f e c t i v e  jo b  o f  com m unity im provem ent 

i n  I s o l a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  League makes no  a t te m p t  t o  

a p p ro a c h  a  ccm uaunity p rob lem  a lo n e .  R a th e r ,  a s  a conm un ity  

a g e n cy , i t  w orks i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  a l l  g ro u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  com m unity . The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  League 

i s  t o  s o l i c i t  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  a l l  g ro u p s  who a r e  concerned  

w ith  com m unity Im provem ent and t o  w ork J o i n t l y  w i th  th e s e  

g roups on t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  p ro b lem s a f f e c t i n g  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  

m in o r ity  g rm ip . F u r t h e r , .  _it  i s  th e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e- ftyban---------
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L eague t h a t  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  e x i s t i n g  a g e n c ie s  h e lp s  av o id  

d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  and a t  th e  same tim e  e n a b le s  each  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  agency  to  work in  th e  a r e a  i n  w hich  i t  can  

make th e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r ib u t i o n .^

The program  o f  th e  U rban League i s  b ased  upon th e  

f o l lo w in g  p r i n c i p l e s ;

1) The p rob lem s o f  th e  N egro ctxnm unity a r e  p rob lem s 

o f  th e  cmnmon com m unity.

2 ) T h ese  p rob lem s c a n  b e  m et o n ly  th ro u g h  e q u a l  

a w a re n e ss  and J o in t  p la n n in g  and a c t i o n  o f  a l l  

g r o u p s ,

3} D u p l i c a t io n  o f  e x i s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  I s  w a s te f u l  and 

u n w a r ra n te d .

4 ) Ho com m unity can  p r o g re s s  beyond th e  p r o g re s s  o f  

I t s  v a r io u s  e le m e n ts ;  s e r v i c e  t o  a  l a r g e  e le m e n t 

i s  a  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  com m unity .

5 )  Any s e r v i c e  p erfo rm ed  f o r  a  segm en t o f  th e  popu

l a t i o n  sh o u ld  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a  com m unity s e r v i c e . ^

6 )  G roup d i s c u s s io n  I s  b a s ic  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a 

p ro g ram  o f  com m unity Im p ro v em en t.

^ I n te r v ie w  w i th  C e m o r la  Johnson* E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League* (Aclahoma C i ty ,  O klahom a, 
Nay 1 3 , 1 9 5 7 .

p
N a t io n a l  O rban  L eague , A ^ n d b o o k  o f  O p e ra t io n s  f o r  

U rban  L eague P e r s o n n e l ,  P a r t  I ,  H is to r y  and A illo so p k y
W fa w :------  ' --------------
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The L ib r a r y  P r o je c t  

One o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  p r o j e c t s  w h ich  th e  League u n d e r

to o k  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  Oklahoma C ity  was th e  

l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t .  T h is  was i n  1947 . The outcom e o f  th e  p r o 

j e c t  was tw o fo ld :  1) s e c u r in g  N egro r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on th e

C i t i z e n s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee i n  Oklahoma C ity  f o r  th e  f i r s t  

t im e ,  and 2) o p en in g  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  th e  m ain l i b r a r y  t o  

t h e  N egro segm ent o f  th e  com m unity .

D u rin g  th e  tim e  th e  U rban L eague was i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  

c o m p le t in g  i t s  o r g a n iz a t io n  th e  c i t y  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  im prov

in g  and ex p a n d in g  i t s  l i b r a r y  p ro g ra m . The c i t y  a d m in is t r a 

t i o n  a u th o r iz e d  a s u rv e y  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  

t o  d e te rm in e  i n  w hat r e s p e c t s  th e y  w ere  i n  g r e a t e s t  need f o r  

im p ro v em e n t. A C i t i z e n s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  100 

p e r s o n s  had b e e n  a p p o in te d  by  th e  m ay o r. The f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  

c o m m itte e  was t o  d e c id e  upon  a s i t e  f o r  th e  new l i b r a r y  and 

t o  a s s i s t  i n  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  b u d g e t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  

p ro p o se d  p rog ram  o f  th e  l i b r a r y .  T h e re  was no N egro r e p r e s e n 

t a t i o n  on  th e  a d v is o r y  c a n m i t t e e .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  tim e  no N egro 

had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p la n n in g  o f  s e r v i c e s  w h ich  a f f e c t e d  

N egro  l i f e .  E w e ll Newman, ca se w o rk  c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  th e  s tu d y  

on  t h e  s o c i a l  and econom ic c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  N egro i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y ,  made th e  fo l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n :

A g e n c ie s  sh o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  th e  v a lu e  o f  N egro p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
I n  t h e  p la n n in g  o f  s e r v i c e s  w h ich  s o  v i t a l l y  a f f e c t
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N egro l i f e .  Any com m unity g roup  w ould p r o t e s t  r e a d y 
made d e c i s io n s  from  th e  o u ts id e  a s  t o  w hat i t s  members 
d id  o r  d id  n o t n e e d . . . i f  s o c i a l  a g e n c ie s  a r e  t o  be 
so u n d in g  b o a rd s  f o r  th e  d e m o c ra tic  p r o c e s s ,  t h e i r  b o a rd s  
sh o u ld  be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  t o t a l  co m m u n ity .1

The League was i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e c u r in g  Negro 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on th e  A d v iso ry  B o a rd . I t  mapped o u t w hat i t  

c a l l e d  a " te le g ra m  c a m p a ig n ."  The L eague s e c u re d  th e  co o p e ra  

t i o n  o f  c i v i c ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  f r a t e r n a l  and s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

T hese  o r g a n iz a t io n s  in c lu d e d ,  among o t h e r s ,  th e  C i ty  F e d e ra 

t i o n  o f  C o lo re d  Women's C lu b s , th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  

t h e  A dvancem ent o f  C o lo red  P e o p le , and t h e  Young Women's | 

C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T hese g ro u p s  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  

d i r e c t  r e q u e s t s  t o  th e  m ayor and c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a s k in g  t h a t  

q u a l i f i e d  and co m p e ten t N egro l e a d e r s h i p  b e  p la c e d  on th e  

A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee . As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o o p e r a t iv e  u n d e r -  

t a k in g f  t h e  nam es o f  t h i r t e e n  N egroes w e re  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  

l i s t  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  A d v iso ry  C (m m itte e .

B e fo re  p la n s  f o r  th e  im provem en t and e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  

l i b r a i ?  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Oklahoma C i ty  w e re  b e g u n , th e  u se  o f  

t h e  c i t y  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  N eg ro es  had b e e n  on a s e g r e 

g a te d  b a s i s .  W hile  th e  N egroes w ere  a l lo w e d  t o  ch e ck  books 

fro m  th e  l i b r a r y ,  th e y  w ere  d e n ie d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  th e  

r e a d in g  i"oom f a c i l i t i e s ,  e v en  on a s e g r e g a te d  b a s i s .  The 

q u e s t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  u s e  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  th e  new

N a tio n a l Urban le a g u e , A Study o f  th e  S o c ia l  and i
Economic Ccwaditions o f  th e  Negro P o p u la tio n  in  (Aclahwna C ity j
( n . p . :  Ju n e  and J u l y ,  1 9 4 $ ) , p .  b l .
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l i b r a r y  w a s  o n e  w h i c h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  s e t t l e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  

L e a g u e  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  I n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c 

t o r  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f f e r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  

t o  W a l t e r  G r a y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  b o a r d .  I n  

h e l p i n g  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m .

I t  c a n n o t b e  o verem phasized  t h a t  League a c t i v i t i e s  

b e g in  w ith  f a c t - f i n d i n g  and r e s e a r c h .  The b a s ic  p o l ic y  o f
I

th e  U rban League I s  t o  c o l l e c t  c u r r e n t  f a c t u a l  d a ta  In  a l l  

p h a s e s  o f  th e  p ro b le m . On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  th e  

L eague w orks w i th  a l l  s o c i a l ,  b u s in e s s ,  l a b o r  and o th e r  

a g e n c ie s  f o r  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  N egor.

The L e a g u e 's  I n i t i a l  s t e p  in  a p p ro a c h in g  a s o l u t i o n  

t o  th e  p ro b lem  o f  s e c u r in g  u se  o f  th e  c i t y  l i b r a r y  f a c l l l t l e  

f o r  N eg ro es  was t o  s u rv e y  th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i b r a r y  u sag e  f o r  

N egroes i n  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  c i t i e s .

The s u rv e y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i b r a r y  u sagp  

f o r  N eg ro es  ra n g e d  from  no r e a d in g  room f a c i l i t i e s  t o  p r o 

v i s i o n  f o r  s e p a r a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  I n c lu d in g  s e p a r a t e  r e s t  rooms 

A lth o u g h  t h i s  was th e  c a s e ,  t h e  number o f  c i t i e s  p r o v id in g  

a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  N egroes was g r e a t e r  by  f a r  th a n  th e  

num ber p r o v id in g  minimum f a c i l i t i e s .

The f i n d i n g s  o f  th e  su rv e y  w ere  d i r e c t e d  t o  th e  a t t e n d  

t l o n  o f  t h e  members o f  th e  l i b r a r y  b o ard  I n  Oklahoma C i ty .

The members o f  th e  b o a rd  c o n s id e re d  th e s e  f i n d i n g s  i n  fo rm u -l 

i l a t l n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  new 

[ lib ra ry .^ — As. « . . r e s u l t ,  N egroes w ere g ra n te d  u s e  o f  a l l ---------
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l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a b ra n c h  o f  th e  m ain 

l i b r a r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  Negro r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  f o r  

c i t i z e n s  in  t h a t  a r e a .

D e s e g re g a tio n  o f  th e  M u n ic ip a l A u d ito riu m  

F o r th e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  th e  Young Womeo's C h r i s t i a n  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  has p re s e n te d  a n n u a l ly  an  

In te rd e n o m in a t io n a l  C h o ir  C o n c e r t .  The c h o i r  i s  co o p o sed  o f  

members o f  th e  v a r io u s  N egro  c h u rc h e s  th ro u g h o u t t h e  c i t y ,  

and i s  u n d e r th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  E v e ly n  LaRue P it tm a n , a te a c h e jr  

i n  one o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  M rs. 

P it tm a n  re c e iv e d  h e r  M a s t e r 's  d e g re e  i n  m usic fro m  th e  U n i

v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma and i s  now a s tu d e n t  o f  m usic a t  t h e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  P a r i s ,  P a r i s ,  P r a n c e .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h e s e  

c o n c e r t s  i s  t o  r a i s e  fu n d s  f o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  new 

YWCA b u i l d i n g . 1

The c o n c e r t  I s  a lw a y s  h e ld  i n  th e  M u n ic ip a l a u d i t o r 

ium  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  P r i o r  t o  1952, c h u rc h  and w e l f a r e  

g ro u p s  w ere p e r m it te d  t o  a r r a n g e  th e  s e a t in g  o f  N eg ro es  a s  

th e y  w is h e d . I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1952 d u r in g  th e  t im e  t h e  YWCA, 

i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  C h u rch e s , was m ak ing  p r e 

p a r a t i o n s  f o r  th e  a n n u a l  c o n c e r t ,  E th ly n  C h r i s t e n s e n ,  |

e x e c u t iv e  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  C h u rch e s , was in fo rm ed  b y  th e  j

^ In te rv ie w  w i th  C e m o r ia  Jo h n so n , E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , Oklahcnna C i ty ,  (N clahooa, 
May 13 , 1957.
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i a u d i t o r i u m  m a n a g e r  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  o n  a 

s e g r e g a t e d  b a s i s .  W h e n  r e m i n d e d  b y  C h r i s t e n s e n  t h a t  t h e  

C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  d i d  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  D .  F u l l e r ,  

t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  m a n a g e r ,  o f f e r e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  h o p e  f o r  a n y  

c h a n g e  i n  t h e  p o l i c y .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  a f f a i r  

w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  o n  a  s e g r e 

g a t e d  b a s i s .

F ra n k  H olm es, p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U rban L eag u e , ap p ro ach ed
! i
th e  M i n i s t e r i a l  A l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  p ro b le m . T h a t body ag reed ;

t o  s u p p o r t  a movement f o r  th e  d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  th e  a u d i to r iu in  

f a c i l i t i e s  on th e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  th e  U rban L eague a c t  a s  th e  

c o o r d in a t in g  a g e n c y . T h e reu p o n , th e  League im m e d ia te ly  b e 

gan  to  d i r e c t  i t s  e f f o r t  tow ard  s e c u r in g  th e  u se  o f  th e  

a u d i to r iu m  on a n o n - s e g r e g a te d  b a s i s .  I t  f i r s t  c a l l e d  t o 

g e th e r  a C i t i z e n 's  C a n m itte e  composed o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

from  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and a g e n c ie s  i n  th e  com m unity  t o  d i s c u s s  

some p o s s ib l e  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  th e  p ro b le m . I h l s  m e e tin g  was 

h e ld  on O c to b e r  31* 1 9 5 2 . The members o f  t h e  co m m ittee  f e l t  

t h a t  th e  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  a m e e tin g  s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  on 

a s e g re g a te d  o r  n o n - s e g re g a te d  b a s i s  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  l e f t  to  

th e  a u d i to r iu m  m a n a g e r . W illia m  H arvey s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  

p la n  used  i n  K an sas  C i ty  and i n  S t .  L o u is  m ig h t b e  fo llo w e d  

in  Oclahcmia C i t y .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  p l a n ,  t h e  d e c i s io n  

r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  u s e  o f  th e  M u n ic ip a l A u d ito r iu m  on a s e g r e 

g a te d  o r  n o n - s e g r e g a te d  b a s i s  i s  l e f t  w i th  t h e  p e r s o n s  who 

ire n t th e  a u d i to r ! a m .  The p la n  u sed  by thosA  11 «a. -----
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' g r o u p s  w h o  w i s h  t o  h o l d  n o n - s e g r e g a t e d  m e e t i n g s  t o  d o  s o .

j H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f e l t  t h i s  w a s  a n  u n -
i
i  s o u n d  p l a n ,  J a m e s  S t e w a r t  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  

d e f i n i t e  p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,

I  O t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  w e r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e
i :
I  League sh o u ld  s t a r t  w ith  a n o n - s e g re g a te d  p o l ic y  a s  th e  idea^l 

to w ard  w hich  t o  w o rk , and i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a c c e p t  th e  com prom ise 

t h a t  g ro u p s  who w ish  t o  u se  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  on an  n o n - s e g r e 

g a te d  b a s i s  may do  s o .  G r a d u a l ly ,  t h e  L eague hw ,e d , 

h o w ev er, t o  e l i m i n a t e  th e  p o l i c y  o f  s e g r e g a t io n  a l t o g e t h e r . ^  

I n  th e  m eantim e th e  L eague had fo llo w e d  i t s  u s u a l  

p ro c e d u re  o f  s e c u r in g  in f o r m a t io n  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  u se  o f  

m u n ic ip a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  c i t i e s .  The League 

h a s  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  

m ore w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  d e f i n i t e  s t a n d s  on  i n t e r r a c i a l  p o l i c i e s  

i f  th e y  f in d  t h a t  o t h e r  c i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  v i c i n i t y  h av e  ta k e n  

p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  on th o s e  sam e q u e s t i o n s .^

O th e r  m e e tin g s  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  C om m ittee w ere  h e l d ,  

o u t  o f  w h ich  c a se  p la n s  t o  m ee t w i th  (Nclahoma C i t y 's  M ayor

^M in u tes  o f  t h e  C om m ittee on  D e s e g re g a tio n  o f  t h e  
M u n ic ip a l  A u d ito r iu m , Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , O c to b e r  31 
1 9 5 2 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .

^ L e t t e r  fro m  C e m o r ia  Jo h n so n , E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  I
t h e  Oclahoma C i ty  U rban  L eague t o  t h e  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f |
t h e  U rban L eague o f  G a ry , I n d ia n a ,  O c to b e r  2 8 , 1952 . I n  |
t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L e a g u e . I
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r A l l e n  S t r e e t ,  A co m m ittee  o f  tw en ty  was s e l e c t e d  to  m eet 

' w i th  th e  m ayor. B u t when th e  co m m ittee  r e q u e s te d  a co n 

f e r e n c e  w ith  S t r e e t  he s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a g ro u p  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  

o n ly  tw o o r  t h r e e  p e rso n s  m eet w ith  h im . In  co m p lian ce  w ith  

t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  J e s s e  T . Owens, c h a irm an  o f  th e  co m m ittee ,

P .  D. Moon and M eP errin  Stow e m et w ith  S t r e e t  on November 3 , 

1 9 5 2 . Moon p re s e n te d  th e  in fo r m a t io n  from  th e  su rv e y  o f  

o t h e r  s o u th e r n  and b o r d e r  c i t i e s  w h ich  showed th e  p ro c e d u re s  

fo llo w e d  i n  th e  u se  o f  m u n ic ip a l  a u d i to r iu m s  i n  th o s e  c i t i e s j .  

S t r e e t ,  a f t e r  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  f in d i n g s  o f  th e  s u rv e y , | 

a g re e d  t o  an  open  C o u n c il m e e tin g  t o  b e  h e ld  on W ednesday, 

N ovem ber 1 2 . However, th e  open  c o u n c i l  m e e tin g  was l a t e r  

c a n c e l l e d .  I n  i t s  s t e a d ,  th e  C om m ittee w as in fo rm ed  by th e  

m ayor t h a t  a p p ro v a l  had b e e n  g r a n te d  f o r  u s e  o f  th e  a u d i

to r iu m  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  on a n o n - s e g r e 

g a te d  b a s i s .  On November I 8 ,  1 9 52 , th e  f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r  

was w r i t t e n  b y  th e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  U rban League 

t o  S t r e e t  i n  com m endation f o r  t h e  s t e p  t a k e n  r e g a r d in g  th e  

d e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u n ic ip a l  a u d i to r iu m :

. . . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  f o u r t e e n  r e l i g i o u s  and w e lf a r e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  co n v ey  t o  y o u  and th e  C i ty  
M anager R oss T a y lo r ,  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  com m endation f o r  
t h e  fo rw a rd  s t e p  yo u  h av e  t a k e n  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  
p o l i c y  t h a t  th e  a u d i to r iu m  b e  u sed  on  a  n o n -s e g re g a te d  
b a s i s  b y  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and co n 
v e n t i o n s .  T hese  g ro u p s  a r e  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  t h i s  e x p e r i 
m en t w i l l  h e lp  im m easu rab ly  i n  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  b e t t e r  | 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw een  th e  tw o r a c e s .  T h q rco n ced ed , 
h o w ev e r, t h a t  t h i s  i s  b u t  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  
and  t h a t  we m ust n e v e r  b e  s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  e v e ry  c i t i z e n  
e n jo y s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f u l l  I n t e g r a t i o n . . .
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T h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s u c h  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  a n d  f a i r m i n d e d  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s . . . ^

C o m m u n i t y  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  D e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l s  

I n  a n  a g e ,  i n  a  w o r l d ,  i n  a  n a t i o n  a n d  i n  a  s e c t i o n  

. o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  c h a n g e  a n d  u p h e a v a l  h a v e  m a r k e d  e v e r y  

: p h a s e  o f  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  o n e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  h a s  

1 c a u s e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

I  i s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d e c i s i o n  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f
i

t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  on May 17* 195^ r e g a r d in g  th e  d e s e g re g a t io n  

o f  t h e  r a c e s  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .

The r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  d e c i s io n  w ere v a r ie d  and v i o l e n t .

T h e re  w ere  r a d i c a l s  who demanded t h a t  th e  ch an g e  made o v e r 

n i g h t ;  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  who a d v o c a te d  g r a d u a l  t r a n s i t i o n ;  

and t h e  d ie h a r d s  who sw ore t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  n e v e r  be  and 

w ould  n e v e r  b e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  r a c e s .

As t h i s  b a t t l e  waged v e r b a l l y ,  and i n  many I n s ta n c e s  

p h y s i c a l l y ,  e n l ig h te n e d  g ro u p s  and o r g a n iz a t io n s  s e t  t o  

wortc t o  d e te rm in e  j u s t  w h at c o u r s e  sh o u ld  b e  fo llo w e d ,  n o t 

t o  s e t  a s id e  t h e . c o u r t ' s  d e c i s io n ,  b u t  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  

f i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  e d i c t ,  how t h i s  chan g e  c o u ld  b e  w rough t 

w i th  t h e  l e a s t  am ount o f  b lo o d sh e d  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  am ount 

o f  b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  r a c e s .

L e t t e r  f r o n  C e m o r ia  D . Jo h n so n , E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  League t o  A l le n  S t r e e t ,  M ayor, 
Oklahoma C i t y ,  O klahom a, November l 8 ,  1 9 3 2 . I n  th e  f i l e s  
o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .
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T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  w a s  q u i c k  t o  s e e  

t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  a  d u a l  s y s t e m  t o  a  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  

o r g a n i z e d  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  g i v e  r i s e  t o  m a n y  p r o 

b l e m s  o f  m a l a d j u s t m e n t .  I t  f u r t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

n o  o t h e r  d e c i s i o n  t h a n  t h e  o n e  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  i f  t h e  e n d u r i n g  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s  i 

e n u n c i a t e d  i n  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

I t s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  o n e  o f  c o n - i

: c e m  t h a t  th e  League p la y  I t s  p a r t  I n  h e lp in g  th e  com m unity i 
' ! 
I t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  need f o r  ta k in g  s t e p s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  '

d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .

S in c e  th e  tim e  o f  th e  r u l i n g  o f  th e  suprem e c o u r t  

r e g a r d in g  t h e  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,  t h e  O kla

homa C i ty  U rban League h a s  f u n c t io n e d  a s  an  a d ju s tm e n t  

a g en cy  I n  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  fro m  a s e g re g a te d  p a t t e r n  o f  p u b l ic  

s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  t o  an  I n t e g r a t e d  o n e . The ap p ro a c h  o f  th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  conform ed  t o  d e m o c ra tic  

p a t t e r n s  o f  c<xnmunlty l i f e .  T h e re  h a s  b e e n  no  f o r c in g  o f  

m in o r i t y  p o in t s  o f  v iew  on m a jo r i t y  g ro u p s  o r  c o n v e r s e ly .  

T h e re  h a s  b e e n  a c o n t in u o u s  m e e tin g  o f  m in d s , a s e a r c h  f o r  a 

c o n s e n s u s  In  w h ich  a r e  m erged th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  m in o r i ty  and 

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  g r o u p s .  The c o n s t r u c t i v e  d e v e lo p  

m e n ta l  p ro g ram  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  p rom oted  by th e  U rban League 

h a s  a v o id e d  th e  e x p lo s iv e  e le m e n ts  o f  com m unity c o n f l i c t  

and t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  a f t e r m a th  o f  e m o t io n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

------------ D is s e m in a t ion  o f  -In fo rm a t i o n  w i th  r e f e r e nce  t o ----------
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' s u c c e s s f u l  p rog ram s from  s e g re g a te d  p a t t e r n s  o f  e d u c a t io n  

to  i n t e g r a t e d  p a t t e r n s  have p ro v id e d  a b a s i s  on w hich  a 

l o c a l  com m unity c o u ld  fo rm u la te  I t s  own a p p ro a c h  t o  t h i s  

v i t a l  I s s u e .  Exam ples o f  f a c t u a l  d a ta  u t i l i z e d  by th e  Urban 

League In  b u i ld in g  a program  t o  a s s i s t  In  th e  e f f e c t i v e  

a d ju s tm e n t  from  s e g re g a te d  t o  I n te g r a t e d  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  

I n c lu d e ;  th e  o b j e c t iv e  and c o n s e r v a t iv e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  th e  

: S o u th e rn  E d u c a t io n  News S e r v ic e ,  t h e  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma 

; A s s o c ia t io n  o f  N egro T e a c h e rs ,  th e  S t .  L o u is  s t o r y ,  th e  j

I  B a lt im o re  s t o r y  a n d , i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  N egrp

and w h ite  s tu d e n t s  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  P h o e n ix ,

A r iz o n a . ^

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  g iv e  g u id a n c e  and d i r e c t i o n  t o  th e  

com m unity r e g a r d in g  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  t h e  Suprem e C o u rt 

d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  U rban  League o f  

Oklahcma C i ty  c a l l e d  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  i n  s e s s i o n  on

November 1 1 , 1954 t o  d i s c u s s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  fo rm in g  a

C i t i z e n s  C om m ittee  on p ro b lem s o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  th e  p u b l ic  

s c h o o ls  o f  Œclahoma C i t y .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m e e tin g  th e  

B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  i n s t r u c t e d  i t s  P u b l ic  R e l a t i o n s  Com m ittee 

t o  s tu d y  w ays i n  w h ich  th e  q u e s t io n  c o u ld  b e  b ro u g h t  t o  th e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .

Oa O c to b e r  2 6 , 1954, th e  U rban  L eague c o m n it te e  on

^Minutes o f  Committee on E ducation f o r  D eseg reg a tio n ,
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League, October 3 1 , 1954, p . 3 .  In  the
f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s o m e  

e i g h t  o r  t e n  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s .  I n c l u d e d  a m o n g  t h e s e  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e s  w e r e ;  L e l i a  L o v e j o y ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  E l e m e n t a r y  

P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ;  M a r y  G o d d a r y ,  a  r e p o r t e r  o n  T h e  D a i l y  O k l a 

h o m a n  a n d  T i m e s ;  E .  R .  R e n o ,  E x e c u t i v e ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  C o u n c i l  

o f  C h u r c h e s ;  M a r i e  G a r n e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  o f  S t i l e s  S t r e e t  

Y . W . C . A . ;  T .  J .  G r i f f i n ,  m i n i s t e r  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .

N a tio n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  Advancem ent o f  C o lo red  P e o p le ;

J .  T . Abram, m i n i s t e r  and p r e s i d e n t .  S e p a r a te  S c h o o ls  P a re n t  

T e a c h e rs  A s s o c i a t i o n .

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  m e e tin g  was t o  p r e s e n t  a p la n  for 

i n i t i a t i n g  a com m unity  e d u c a t io n  program  on d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  

th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  Oklahoma C i ty .

One o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d in g  reco m m en d atio n s  made i n  t h i s  

g roup  m e e tin g  w as t h a t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g ro u p  o f  l a y - l e a d e r s  

b e  o rg a n iz e d  i n t o  a C i t i z e n s  Com m ittee whose p u rp o se  sh o u ld  

be  t h a t  o f  e d u c a t in g  8 im3 e n l ig h t e n in g  th e  com m unity on th e  

im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Suprem e C o u r t 's  D e c is io n .  The g ro u p  

was com posed o f  c i v i c ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  e d u c a t io n  and b u s in e s s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

Prom t h e  c i t i z e n s  co m m ittee  t h r e e  su b -c cx n m ltte e s  

w ere a p p o in te d .  The p r im a ry  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  co m m ittee  

was t h e  c o o r d i n a t io n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  t h r e e  su b 

g ro u p s .  The t h r e e  s u b -c o m m itte e s  w e re ; 1) a su b -c o m m itte e  

on r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s ;  2 )  a su b -cc w a n itte e  on y o u th  p a r t i c i 

p a t io n  and  3) a  s u b -c o m m itte e  on w orkshops and s e m in a r? .
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¥ ■

The sù b -co m m itte e  on r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  had a s  I t s  

f u n c t io n  th e  g a th e r in g  and d is s e m in a t io n  o f  In fo r m a t io n ,  

in c lu d in g  p r in t e d  m a t e r i a l s  and e x h i b i t s ,  w h ich  w ere made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  com m unity l e a d e r s  f o r  h e lp  i n  m e e tin g  t h e i r  

n eed s  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  r e g a rd in g  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  d e s e g r e g a t io n ,  

and r e l a t e d  human r e l a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h is  com m ittee  

worked w i th  th e  s c h o o ls ,  c h u rc h e s ,  c i v i c  g ro u p s ,  and f r a 

t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t i t s  f u n c t io n  

e f f e c t i v e l y ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  th e  members o f  th e  commitr 

t e e  k eep  th e m se lv e s  in fo rm ed  o f  th e  p r o g r e s s  made i n  th e  are* 

o f  d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  

c o u n t r y .

The su b -c o m m itte e  on y o u th  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was c r e a te d  

f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  s p o n s o r in g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  young  p e o p le  

on i n t e g r a t i o n  and c l a r i f y i n g  t h e i r  th in k in g  on th e  r o l e  o f  

young p e o p le  on th e  d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  s c h o o l s .

On November 19, 1954 , th e  U rban L eague had a s  i t s  

g u e s t  s p e a k e r  f o r  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  A rc h ib a ld  C a re y , a 

r e l i g i o u s  c i v i c  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  renow n 

who w as m en tio n ed  i n  a p r e v io u s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .

C arey  i s  p a s t o r  o f  C h ic a g o 's  Q uin C h ap e l A .M .S . C h u rch , one 

o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  M e th o d is t  c h u rc h e s  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  C h ic a g o .

He i s  a p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  and s e r v e s  a s  a ld e rm a n  on th e  

C h icag o  C i ty  C o u n c i l .  C a rey  i s  th e  a l t e r n a t e  d e l e g a t e  o f  

t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s .  A dynam ic s p e a k e r ,  

in  many o f f i c ia l  p o sitio n s with national
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c i v i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s .  D u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  O k l a h o m a  

C i t y ,  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  

C h u r c h e s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Y o u t h  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  

o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  J e w s ,  t h e  Y o u n g  W o m e n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a 

t i o n ,  t h e  Y o u n g  M e n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  G i r l  

S c o u t s ,  a r r a n g e d  f o r  C a r e y  t o  m e e t  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  i n  a c i t y - w i d e  y o u t h  w o r k s h o p  o n  d e s e g r e g a t i o n .  ,

T h e  w o r k s h o p  w a s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,

1954 f r a n  2 :0 0  t o  4 :0 0  a t  D oug las High S c h o o l .  The E xecu tiv je
!

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U rban  League se c u re d  p e rm is s io n  f o r  s tu d e n ts  

t o  b e  ex cu sed  fro m  c l a s s e s  t o  a t te n d  th e  w o rk sh o p . The 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  w orkshop w ere s tu d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o v e r  th e  c i t y ,  % e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  

Y outh W orkshop w e re :  B e t ty  B e a t ty ,  D o u g las  S c h o o l;  Ann

B o o th , N o r th e a s t ;  C a r l  F a g in ,  C la s s e n ;  J a n ic e  H a l l ,  D o u g la s ; 

L a rry  B a r r e l l ,  G ra n t ;  D avid  K e ls e y , G ra n t;  Jam es P r a t t ,  

S o u th e a s t ;  J e a n  P r a v i s ,  C a p i to l  H i l l ;  G a le  T u r n e r ,  C e n t r a l ;  

W illia m  W alk e r , D o u g la s ; S a ra h  Mae W iley , C la s s e n ;  Jam es 

W ill ia m s , Wanda W il l ia m s ,  John  M a rs h a l l .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  y o u th  l e a d e r s ,  t h e r e  w ere  tw o 

d e l e g a t e s  fro m  e a c h  P r o t e s t a n t  ch u rch  and tw o  e a c h  from  th e  

C a th o l ic  and J e w is h  g r o u p s .  O th e r g ro u p s  w i t h i n  th e  v a r io u s  

s c h o o ls  who s o  d e s i r e d  w ere  ex ten d ed  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f

^ B rief B io g ra p h ica l Sketch o f  the L ife  o f  Archibald
Carey, November 19» 1954 . In  the f i l e s  o f  th e  (Nclahoma C ity
Urban League.
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a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e v e a l  

t h a t  150 y o u n g  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  w o r k s h o p . !

T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w a s ,  " W h a t  i s  My  R e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  i n  t h e  P r o c e s s  o f  I n t e g r a t i o n ? "

T h e r e  w e r e  s i x  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s ;

1 . H o w  c a n  I  p r e p a r e  m y s e l f  f o r  t h i s  c h a n g e ?

2 .  Knowing i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  r i g h t ,  how c an  I  s ta n d  by 

my own c o n v ic t io n s ?

3 . How c a n  I  e d u c a te  my p a r e n ts  on i n t e g r a t i o n ?

4 .  What k in d  o f  a n sw ers  c a n  I  g iv e  t o  h e lp  I n t e r p r e t  

i n t e g r a t i o n  t o  o th e r s ?

5 .  S h a l l  we h a v e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s ?

6 .  How s h a l l  i n t e g r a t i o n  a f f e c t  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a  

a c t i v i t i e s ?

A c c o rd in g  t o  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  c i t y - w id e  y o u th  

w o rk sh o p , t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  th e  young p e o p le  was v e r y  e n t h u s i 

a s t i c .  I n  f a c t ,  a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  su b -ccm u n ittee  on Y o u th  

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  members who a t te n d e d  t h e  Y outh  

W orkshop, upon t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  form ed a te m p o ra ry  

c o m n it te e  w i th  c i t y - w id e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  

o u t l i n i n g  p la n s  f o r  a n o th e r  s i m i l a r  m e e tin g  t o  d i s c u s s  p r o 

j e c t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  w h ic h  m ig h t h e lp  them  i n  m e e tin g  p r o b l e ^

M in u te s  o f  C om m ittee  on Community E d u c a t io n  f o r  
D e s e g re g a t io n  o f  S c h o o ls ,  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban L e a g u e , 
November 2 3 ,  1 ^ 4 .  I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oclahoma C i t y  U rban  
Le ag u e . ------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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' o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  o w n  h i g h  s c h o o l s  a n d  i n  t h e i r  o w n  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  

Y o u t h  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  w o r k s h o p :

1 .  T h a t  t h e  c i t y - w i d e  s t u d e n t  c o u n c i l  b e c o m e  m o r e  

i n c l u s i v e ,  t h u s  i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  

D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s .

2 .  T h a t  s i m i l a r  w o r k s h o p s  b e  h e l d  a n d  p l a n s  d e v i s e d  

I f o r  b r i n g i n g  p a r e n t s  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .
I  '
I 3 .  T h a t  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  d e s e g r e g a t i o n
i

and i n t e g r a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  be sp o n so re d  by th e  

C om m ittee on  Y ou th  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  and t h a t  su c h  

b r o a d c a s t s  b e  h e ld  o v e r  th e  s c h o o ls  b r o a d c a s t in g  

s t a t i o n  a t  C la s s e n  H igh S c h o o l .^

The i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  C om m ittee was n o t  c o n 

f in e d  t o  t h e  s tu d e n t s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  The ccm im ittee 

on R e so u rc e  M a te r i a l s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r e q u e s t s  w ere  r e c e iv e d  

fro m  th e  m a j o r i t y  and m in o r i t y  s c h o o ls  f o r  m a t e r i a l s  p e r 

t a i n i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t i o n  and d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  s c h o o ls  w h ic h  

w ere  s u i t a b l e  f o r  p u p i l s  o f  e le m e n ta ry  l e v e l .  Among th e  

s u g g e s t io n s  t h e  c o n m lt te e  p re p a re d  f o r  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  sch o o ljs  

in c lu d e d :  p u p p e t  show s p r o t r a y i n g  th e  h i s t o r y  and a c h ie v e 

m en ts  o f  t h e  N eg ro ; t h e  c o m p i la t io n  o f  b ib lio g x * a p h ie s  o f  

N egro l i f e  and h i s t o i y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  l e v e l ;  

and a  l i s t  o f  s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s .

' I b i d .
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T h e  t h i r d  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  

c o m m i t t e e  o n  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  w a s  a  

s u b - c o m m i t t e e  o n  W o r k s h o p s  a n d  I n s t i t u t e s .  T h i s  g r o u p  c o n 

d u c t e d  s e m i n a r s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  t o  e q u i p  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  t h e  

i n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f i l l  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e 

m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  T h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d
i
: i n  t h e  s e m i n a r  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  S p e a k e r s '  B u r e a u .  U p o n  r e q u e s t ,

th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  s p e a k e r s  w ere made a v a i l a b l e  t o  c i v i c ,

r e l i g i o u s  and e d u c a t io n  g r o u p s .1

A ll  o f  th e  above  a c t i v i t i e s  on d e s e g re g a t io n  and

i n t e g r a t i o n  b eg an  w i th  a v i s i t  made t o  Oklahoma C ity  by

H aro ld  V. G ear, s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l sy s tem s

a t  P h o e n ix , A r iz o n a , D u r in g  th e  f a l l  p re c e d in g  th e  Suprem e

C o u r t 's  m andate  o f  May 1 7 , 195%, th e  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f

H io e n ix  d e c id e d  t o  a b o l i s h  s e g r e g a t io n  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls

o f  t h a t  c i t y .  The d e c i s i o n  was made c a lm ly  and d e l i b e r a t e l y

i n  th e  f a c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  a ir i lo n g  a c c e p te d  p r e ju d ic e  w i th o u t

th e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  a  law  o r  a  c o u r t  d e c i s io n .  The c i t y

won n a t i o n a l  a c c la im  f o r  t h e  q u i e t  and u n e v e n tf u l  way i n

w h ich  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  was a c c o m p lish e d . P o r t io n ^

o f  th e  s t o r y  a s  c a r r i e d  i n  a n  i s s u e  o f  Look m agazine re a d  : j

. . . A f t e r  h a v in g  doged  t h e  i s s u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  l a s t  j 
summer th e  P h o en ix  s c h o o l  b o a rd  su d d e n ly  ap p roved  a com-l 
p ro m ise  p la n  f o r  g r a d u a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  N egro s tu d e n t s  |

^Report o f  th e  Committee on Resource M a te r ia ls , Okla-i
I homa C ity  Thrban League, Bsvember 2 8 , 1952. In th e  f i l e s  o f  |
th e  (Xclahoma C ity  Drban League. I
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w i t h  w h i t e s  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  w h i t e  s c h o o l s .

P h o e n i x  m a y  b e c o m e  a  m o d e l  f o r  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I t s  
e x a m p l e  I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  m a y  b e  
l e s s  p a i n f u l  t h a n  m o s t  p e o p l e  a n t i c i p a t e d .

P u p i l s  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f  N e g r o  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o f  C a r v e r  H i g h  h a d  a  c h o i c e  o f  
e n r o l l i n g  I n  w h i t e  s c h o o l s  n e a r  t h e i r  h o m e s  o r  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  N e g r o  s c h o o l s .  T h e  b o a r d  h o p e d  t h a t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  
b o l d e s t  w o u l d  p i o n e e r  t h e  m o v e m e n t  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a n d  
t h a t  m o r e  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  c h a n g e  e a c h  y e a r  u n t i l  f u l l  
I n t e g r a t i o n  w a s  q u i e t l y  a n d  u n e v e n t f u l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d .

At th e  end o f  March th e  p r i n c i p a l  and th e  h ig h  s c h o o l 
b o a rd  a g re e d  t h a t  d e s e g r e g a t io n  was n o t much o f  a p ro 
b le m . They c lo s e d  C a rv e r  H igh S c h o o l ,  s e g r e g a t io n  In  
P h o en ix  S c h o o ls  came t o  an  e n d . l

I n  an  e f f o r t  t o  e x h a u s t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  a id  

i n  t h e  e n l ig h te n m e n t  o f  th e  c i t i z e n r y  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  co n 

c e r n in g  ways I n  w h ich  th e  com m unity m ig h t im plem ent th e  

r u l i n g  o f  th e  Suprem e C o u rt w i th  t h e  l e a s t  am ount o f  f r l c t l o j n ,  

t h e  U rban  League I n v i t e d  s e v e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  c o - s p o n s o r  

a p u b l ic  p rogram  on “e d u c a t io n  f o r  d e s e g r e g a t i o n . " As th e  

h i g h - l i g h t  o f  t h e  o c c a s io n .  G ear w as I n v i t e d  t o  ccxne t o  

Oklahoma C i ty  t o  s h a r e  w i th  th e  c i t i z e n s  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  I n  

m e e tin g  th e  p ro b le m  o f  d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  s c h o o ls  In  h i s  

ccxm nunlty. The g ro u p s  w h ich  a g re e d  t o  c o - s p o n s o r  th e  m e e tin g  

w e re :  The N a t io n a l  C o n fe re n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  and Jew s; The

Oklahoma C i ty  C o u n c il  o f  C h u rc h e s ; t h e  I n te rd e n o m in a t io n a l  

jM l n l s t e r l a l  A l l i a n c e  ai»3 th e  C i t i z e n s  A c t io n  C om m ittee .

I On May 2 4 , 1954 , th e  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  s e n t  a

I  ^ J o s e p h in e  S to k e r ,  “What H appens When S e g r e g a t io n
E n d s ,"  L ook, X V III (May 4 ,  1 9 5 4 ), p .  2 5 -
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c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  G e a r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n s  o f  t h e  

U r b a n  L e a g u e  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  

a n d  i n v i t i n g  G e a r  t o  a p p e a r  a s  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

B e f o r e  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  G e a r  w a n t e d  a s s u r a n c e  f r o m  

t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  U p o n  r e a s s u r 

a n c e  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  

o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  h a d  g i v e n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p r o v a l  f o r  s u c h  a  

p r o g r a m  G e a r  w r o t e  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  

i n v i t a t i o n .

G ear came t o  Oklahoma C i ty  on Ju n e  10 and 11, 1 9 54 .

The m e e tin g  was h ig h ly  p u b l i c i z e d  th ro u g h  th e  r e g u l a r

c h a n n e ls  o f  p u b l i c i t y .  Wide c o v e ra g e  was g iv e n  th e  p ro g ram

by b o th  th e  N egro and w h ite  p r e s s ,  r a d i o  and o th e r  m edium s.

W hile i n  t h e  c i t y  th e  p r e s s ,  r a d i o  and o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s

w ere  e a g e r  t o  have G ear a p p e a r  i n  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and o v e r

r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  n e tw o rk s .  He a r r i v e d  i n  th e  c i t y  on

Ju n e  1 0 , 1 9 5 4 . On th e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h a t  d a te  he was in v i te d !

t o  c o n f e r  w i th  th e  B oard o f  E d u c a t io n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  |

s t a f f  o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  i n  a c lo s e d  
1 !
i lu n c h e o n  m e e t in g .  L a te r  t h a t  e v e n in g  h e  spoke a t  an  in f o r m a l
I  1
jd in n e r  m e e tin g  a t  th e  Y .M .C.A . On t h a t  same n ig h t  from  

! 8 :0 0  t o  8 :3 0  G e a r, W illia m  E . B i t t l e ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma
j  ;
p r o f e s s o r  and P .  D . Moon a p p e a re d  o v e r  WKX t e l e v i s i o n  i n  a

i ;

'd i s c u s s i o n  on th e  p ro b le m s o f  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  

1 s c h o o l s .— G ear was i n te rv ie w e d  bv  P r l s s e y  Thonaa o v e r  WKY-TV:
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o n  F r i d a y ,  J u n e  1 1  a t  1 2 : 4 5  n . m .

T h e  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t  

J u n e  1 1 ,  w a s  a l s o  t e l e v i s e d .  T h a t  w a s  a n  I n t e r r a c i a l  m e e t 

i n g  a t t e n d e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s .  A t  t h i s  

m e e t i n g  L a u r e n c e  H .  S n y d e r ,  D e a n  o f  t h e  G r a d u a t e  C o l l e g e  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a ,  F .  D ,  M o o n  a n d  L e o  S .  C a d e ,  

a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  U r b a n  

L e a g u e  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  

: o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  I n v o l v e d  I n  t h e  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s ,
i

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  w h i l e  I n  t h e  

c i t y .  G e a r  w a s  a l s o  I n v i t e d  t o  d i s c u s s  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  I n  

m e e t i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  P h o e n i x  S c h o o l s  

o v e r  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  WKY a n d  K O C Y . ^

E d u c a t i o n

T h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  

a p p a r e n t  i n  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  p r o g r a m .  T h e  U r b a n  

L e a g u e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  t o  h i s  o p t i m u m .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h e  

U r b a n  L e a g u e  h a s  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  i t  h a s  e n d e a 

v o r e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

I n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  i t s  y o u t h .

T h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  D e s e g r e g a 
t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  F i e l d  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  
L e a g u e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 5 5 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  
C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e .
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' t h e  N e g r o  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  m a d e  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  

L e a g u e  I n  1 9 ^ 5  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t e s t s  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  s h o w  t h a t  

g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  b e  e x e r t e d  i n  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  a n d  b y  

N e g r o  c h i l d r e n .  A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  t e s t  s c o r e s  o f  s e l e c t e d

■ t e s t s  g i v e n  I n  t h e  f o u r t h ,  s i x t h ,  a n d  e i g h t h  g r a d e s  I n d i c a t e

t h a t  t h e  s o c r e s  m a d e  b y  N e g r o  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  f r o m  0 . 9  t o  1 . 8

I  below  th e  s c o r e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  I n  th e  w h ite  s c h o o ls .  In
; 1
; a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  lo w er s c o r e s  among th e  N egro c h i l d r e n  th e
I  i

ra n g e  I n  s c o re s  among th e  N egro c h i l d r e n  was n o t  a s  g r e a t

a s  among w h ite  c h i l d r e n .  The r e s u l t s  a l s o  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e

N egro c h i l d r e n  make b e t t e r  s c o r e s  on t e s t s  w hich  th e y  ta k e  

by  th e m s e lv e s  th a n  when t e s t e d  I n  a  g ro u p .

R e a l iz in g  t h a t  su c h  c o n d i t i o n s  may b e  th e  r e s u l t  o f  

an y  f a c t o r  o r  th e  c o n b ln a t lo n  o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  a s  em o tio n s: 

p ro b le m s , h e a l t h  p ro b le m s , i n e f f i c i e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  p o o r 

hcmte e n v iro n m e n t, t h e  League c o o p e ra te d  w i th  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  

i n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  th e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  em ploy a v i s i t i n g  

t e a c h e r  f o r  th e  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  m ig h t 

b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  th e  hone and 

s c h o o l .  A t th e  tim e  th e  s u rv e y  w as made i n  19^5 , t h e r e  was 

no  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  v i s i t i n g  t e a c h e r  s e r v i c e s  I n  th e  c i t y  

s c h o o l s .  S in c e  t h a t  tim e  t h e r e  h av e  b e e n  t e n  su ch  t e a c h e r s  

em p lo y ed . Two o f  th e s e  a r e  N e g ro e s . A lso  th e  League worked 

i i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  i n  s e e k in g  an  e x p a n s io n
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i o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s .

T h e  S p e e c h  T o u r n a m e n t  

T h e  L e a g u e  h a s  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  a t t e m p 

t i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  a w a r d s  a n d  

t r o p h i e s  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s

; t h e  D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  F o r e n s i c
!

m e e t .  V a r i o u s  o u t s t a n d i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  c o n -  I 
I ;

( t r i b u t e  t r o p h i e s  a n d  a w a r d s  t o  t h e  w i n n e r s .  T h e  U r b a n  L e a  g u é

w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  s u c h  a  m e e t  w a s  o f  l n e s t l |
II

m a b l e  v a l u e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ;  t h a t  t h e  

a c q u i r i n g  o f  p r o p e r  s p e e c h  h a b i t s  p l a y e d  s u c h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r o l e  i n  h i s  f u t u r e  s u c c e s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  L e a g u e  u r g e d  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  m e e t  t o  p u t  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o n  r e c o r d  a s  

g i v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  t o  s u c h  a  t r e m e n d o u s  

u n d e r t a k i n g .  E a c h  y e a r ,  u n t i l  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  

s p e e c h  t o u r n a m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  

L e a g u e  n o t  o n l y  p u r c h a s e d  a  t r o p h y ,  b u t  d e l e g a t e d  i t s  e x e c u 

t i v e  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n . ^

I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  N e g r o  T e a c h e r s  

D u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  o f  1955 j  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  

o f  s c h o o l  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  O k l a h c x n a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e

j ^ O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  T e n  Y e a r  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t ,
1956 ,  p p .  6 4 -7 0  ( t y p e w r i t t e n ) .

I  ^Oklahoma C ity  Urban League, " A c t iv it ie s  o f  the Urban
League" ((Xclahoma C ity ; 1951)> p . 4 (mimeographed).
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c o n c e n tr a te d  on d e v is in g  some ways in  w hich  i t  m igh t m eet some 

o f  th e  p rob lem s posed by th e  d is p la c e m e n t o f  Negro t e a c h e r s  

b e ca u se  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o ls .  One o f  th e  p la n s  was a 

r e q u e s t  f o r  a c o n fe re n c e  w ith  G o v e rn o r . G ary and s t a t e  d e 

p a r tm e n t o f e d u c a t io n  o f f i c i a l s  in  an  e f f o r t  t o  s e c u re  th e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  d i s p la c e d  Negro te a c h e r s  i n t o  e x i s t i n g  s c h o o ls  

and i n d u s t r i e s  in  th e  s t a t e ;  The c o n fe re n c e  was h e ld  in  

March o f  1955. Among th e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and d e p a r tm e n t h e a^ s  

p r e s e n t  w e re : H aro ld  F reem an , o f  th e  S t a t e  C o o p e ra tio n
j
C om m ission; S e n a to r  G eorge M iskovsky; C la re n c e  B i r c h ,  c h a i r 

man o f  th e  S t a t e  B oard o f  A f f a i r s ;  M o rris  L eonard  o f  th e  

S t a t e  Employment S e r v ic e ;  C. A. S to k e s ,  o f  th e  S t a t e  Highway 

D epartm en t and G o v ern o r Raymond G a ry . G ary  p led g ed  h im s e lf  

t o :

Use e v e ry  p e r s u a s iv e  m ethod a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  h e lp  b r in ^  
a b o u t th e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  q u a l i f i e d  N egro t e a c h e r s  i n  
jo b s  and p o s i t i o n s  w h ich  may b e  opened i n  s t a t e  d e p a r t 
m en ts  and s t a t e  a g e n c i e s .

The E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  U rban  League s u g g e s te d

t h a t  th e  g o v e rn o r  and h i s  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t o f f i c i a l s  c o u ld

e l p  m eet th e  p ro b lem  by  w o rk in g  t o :r
1) R e ta in  and a b s o rb  N egro t e a c h e r s  on th e  f a c i l i t i e s  

th ro u g h o u t  Oklahoma on th e  b a s i s  o f  m e r i t  and n o t  r a c i a l  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

2 ) Open new d o o r s  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  them  th ro u g h
I em ploym ent b y  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  governm en t and p r iv a te  

i n d u s t r y .
3) D evelop  a g e n e r a l  cam paign  o f  e n l ig h te n m e n t a 

e d u c a t io n  w h ich  em ploys m ass m edia o f  c o m m u n ica tio n .
]_______________________________________________________

^Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e , Y ea r End R e p o r t ,  1956, 
p . 4 (mimeog ra p h e d )  .................................................................  — ... ..............
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R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S e r v i c e s  o f  O u t s t a n d i n g  C i t i z e n s  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n l T y

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  League In c lu d e  th e  c o - s p o n s o r -  

s h lp  o f  d in n e r s  and b a n q u e ts  h o n o r in g  c i t i z e n s  who have made 

o u ts ta n d in g  c o n t r ib u t i o n s  In  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  N egro and t o  

th e  com m unity . In  November o f  1952, th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  

League was s o l i c i t e d  by  a g ro u p  o f  c i t i z e n s  In  p la n n in g  some 

a p p r o p r i a t e  means o f  e x p r e s s in g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  E .  E .  Jo n e s  

jwho had s e rv e d  f o r  a num ber o f  y e a r s  a s  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .  

Jo n e s  was prom oted  t o  ra n k  o f  L ie u te n a n t .  The N egro c i t i z e n s  

o f  th e  com m unity w anted  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  n o t  

o n ly  t o  Jo n es  f o r  h i s  e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  t o  th e  c i t y  j 

j o f f l c l a l s  f o r  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  A b a n q u e t 

was h e ld  I n  h o n o r o f  Jo n e s  a t  w h ich  tim e  h e  and h i s  w if e  w ere  

p re s e n te d  a s i l v e r  t e a  s e r v i c e  b y  f r i e n d s  and members o f  t h e  

com m unity. I n  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 5 5 , th e  U rban League was askec 

t o  s h a re  I n  t h e  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  a d in n e r  h o n o r in g  F .  D . Moon 

The p u rp o se  o f  t h e  o c c a s io n  w as t o  p r e s e n t  Moon w ith  a c o n t r i  

b u t lo n  to w ard  a summer E u ro p ean  t o u r .  M oon 's t o u r  In c lu d e d  

a m e e tin g  o f  t h e  W orld C o n f e d e r a t io n  o f  O rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  

T each in g  P r o f e s s io n ,  a v i s i t  t o  th e  H oly Land and th e  N ear 

E a s t .  Community l e a d e r s  o f  b o th  r a c e s  Jo in e d  I n  e x p r e s s in g  j 

j a p p r e c la t lo n  and e s te e m  f o r  t h e  ty p e  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  Moon had 

e x h ib i t e d  d u r in g  th e  t im e  he h a s  b e e n  I n  t h e  com m unity .

I n  th e  f a l l  o f  1955 , a g ro u p  o f  c i t i z e n s  composed o f  

( lo c a l  and s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  m et t o  d i s c u s s  some t a n g i b l e
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way t r i b u t e  and r e c o g n i t io n  co u ld  be p a id  t o  R oscoe D unjee 

on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  f o r t i e t h  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  h i s  news

p a p e r ,  th e  B la c k  D is p a tc h . Im m e d ia te ly , th e  League was ca lfed  

upon t o  s e r v e  a s  one o f  th e  c o - s p o n s o rs  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r .  A 

t e s t i m o n i a l  b a n q u e t was h e ld  on November l 8 ,  1955 in  th e  

c a f e t e r i a  o f  t h e  new D oug las High S c h o o l. At th e  b an q u e t 

D u n jee  was p r e s e n te d  a p u rse  c o n ta in in g  g i f t s  and c o n t r ib u 

t i o n s  from  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and n a t i o n a l  g ro u p s  w hich  en ab led  

him t o  v i s i t  on th e  A f r ic a n  c o n t in e n t  f o r  s i x  m o n th s --a  |

dream  lo n g  c h e r is h e d  by D u n je e . The p r e s e n t a t i o n  was made I
i
!to  D un jee  f o r  o u ts ta n d in g  s e r v i c e s  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  

1
f o r  th e  N e g ro .

^ M in u te s  o f  th e  E . E . Jo n e s  T e s t im o n ia l  B a n q u e t, 
!Oklah(xna C i ty  U rban L eag u e , Novem ber, 1952 , p p . 1 -2 .  In  th e  
i f i l e s  o f  t h e  (Xclahoma C i ty  U rban L eag u e .

J



CHAPTER V II

THE URBAN LEAGUE GUILD OF OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

In  th e  t h r e e  p re v io u s  c h a p te r s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  p r o 

gram  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban L eague o f  Oklahoma C ity  was 

d i s c u s s e d .

I t  i s  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t o  r e p o r t  on th e  

f u n c t i o n ,  o r i g i n ,  d ev e lo p m en t and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague G u ild  o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  The U rban  League G u ild  i s  an  

a u x i l i a r y  o f  th e  U rban L eag u e .

D evelopm ent o f  t h e  U rban  L eague G u ild  
i n  Œclahmna 6 l t y ,  Oklab&na

I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  igA g, b e f o r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o rg a n iz a 

t i o n  o f  a n  U rban League G u ild  I n  (Rclahmna C i ty ,  a g ro u p  o f  

women o rg a n iz e d  a Women's D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  U rban L eag u e . T hl^  

g ro u p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h i r t y  women who p e rfo rm e d  th e  f u n c t io n s  

o f  a G u ild  a u x i l i a r y .

The members o f  th e  Women's D iv i s io n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  o th e r  a g e n c ie s  I n  th e  com m unity , whose 

I n t e r e s t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  th o s e  o f  t h e  L e ag u e , i s  b a s ic  t o  

t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  League p ro g ra m . % e  g ro u p , t h e r e f o r e ,  

iw oiirad. H i th  su ch , p r o j e c t s  a s  t h e  Cnrnmnnity C h e a t Campaign

177
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and th e  Red C ross D r iv e .  They r e c r u i t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 

v o lu n te e r s  f o r  th e  Red C ro ss  Cam paign in  19^9* D u rin g  th e  

C h ris tm a s  s e a so n  o f  t h a t  same y e a r ,  th e y  se rv e d  a s  h o s te s s e s  

f o r  th e  a n n u a l c h i l d r e n 's  C h r is tm a s  p a r ty  w hich  th e  S a lv a t io n  

Army s p o n s o r s ,  and p re p a re d  C h r is tm a s  p ack ag es  f o r  aged 

N egro r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  CMclahoma C ounty a r e a .  M ention h as  

a l r e a d y  b een  made o f  t h e i r  w ork w i th  th e  W alnut G rove P ro 

j e c t  and th e  W e l l - c h i ld  C l i n i c .  S e v e r a l  weeks p r i o r  t o  th e  

o p en in g  o f  th e  W e l l - c h i ld  C l i n i c ,  th e  women made a h o u s e - to -  

h o u se  cam paign  t o  in fo rm  th e ” c a n m u n ity  o f  th e  p la n s  f o r  th e  , 

c l i n i c . ^ I

T hrough th e s e  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  Women's D iv i s io n  

o f  th e  U rban League h e lp e d  t o  e d u c a te  and e n l ig h t e n  th e  

p u b l ic  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p ro g ram  o f  th e  U rban League i n  th e  

cram nunity . The Women's D iv i s i o n  o f  th e  U rban L eague , a s  we 

s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r ,  was a b s o rb e d  b y  th e  U rban League G u ild .

On Ju n e  2 8 , 1 9 5 0 , a n  i n t e r r a c i a l  g ro u p  o f  tw e n ty -  

e i g h t  women who w ere a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  th e  U rban  League m ove- | 

ment i n  Oklahoma C i ty  m et t o  d i s c u s s  ways i n  w hich  th e y  mighll 

jbeccxne m ore e f f e c t i v e  i n  px*OBOting th e  p rogram  o f  th e  U rban  !
i i
L e a g u e . Among t h i s  g ro u p  w e re  t h e  members o f  th e  Women's
I I
D iv i s io n  o f  th e  U rban L e a g u e . The o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  an  U rban 

L eague G u ild  a f f i l i a t e  w as d i s c u s s e d  a s  one o f  th e  p o s s ib l e

^Report o f A c t iv i t i e s  o f  th e  Women's D iv is io n  o f  th e
pclahoma C ity  Urban League, January, 1950. In the f i l e s  o f
th e  Oklahoma C ity  Urban L eague.
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c h a n n e l s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e y  m i g h t  c o n t r i b u t e  m o r e  t o  t h e  

o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  L e a g u e . ^

F u n c t i o n  o f  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d s  

G u i l d s  a r e  a u x i l i a r i e s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  w h i c h  

f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o n  b o t h  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  

t o  t h e  L e a g u e ,  t h e  G u i l d s  a l s o  h e l p  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  p h i l o 

s o p h y  a n d  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

Inasm uch  a s  G u ild s  a r e  c o n s id e re d  a u x i l i a r i e s  o f  th e  

jUrban L eag u e , th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a G u ild  i n  th e  com m unity 

j i s  c o n t in g e n t  upon  s e c u r in g  th e  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  l o c a l  

jUrban L eag u e , and a s s u r a n c e  from  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague 

(Guild t h a t  t h e  c o n te m p la te d  l o c a l  p rog ram  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  

th e  g e n e r a l  n a t i o n a l  p ro g ra m . T h e re  a r e  a l s o  c e r t a i n  o th e r  

s ta n d a r d s  w h ich  t h e  l o c a l  G u ild s  m ust m e e t. Among th e s e  

a r e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  o n ly  one G u ild  i n  a 

c i t y  i n  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  a n  U rban L eag u e , and t h a t  no  r e s t r i c 

t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p la c e d  upon m em bership  b e c a u s e  o f  r a c e ,  c re e d  

o r  c o l o r .  M em bership  i n  t h e  G u ild  i s  open  t o  an y  p e r s o n  who 

h as  d e m o n s tra te d  a  g e n u in e  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  League m ovem ent, 

and who s u b s c r i b e s  t o  i t s  p o l i c y  and p rog ram  and who p ay s  

th e  m em bersh ip  d u e s ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y , a s  v o te d  upon by  th e  

l o c a l  g u i l d .

j iM inutes o f  th e  Urban League G u ild , Oklahoma C ity  Urb^n
League, June 2 8 , 1% 0. In  th e  f i l e s  o f  the Oklahoma C ity  {
Urban League._______________________________________________________ !
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G u i l d s  a r e  a u t o n o m o u s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  

U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  b u t  f u n c t i o n  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  L e a g u e ' s  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  p o l i c y  a n d  p r o g r a m .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  G u i l d  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  

L e a g u e  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

B o a r d  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l e a g u e  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  e a c h  a r e a . ^

D r. B e r th a  L evy, th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U rban League 

a p p o in te d  a co m m ittee  o f  f i v e  t o  s tu d y  p la n s  f o r  a member

s h ip  m e e tin g  t o  be  h e ld  i n  A u g u s t, 1 9 5 0 .2  D r . Levy i s  a 

w e ll-k n o w n  p e d i a t r i c i a n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  and an  a s s o c i a t e  

p r o f e s s o r  o f  P e d i a t r i c s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  (Mclahoma S ch o o l 

o f  M e d ic in e . S he was e l e c t e d  t o  th e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  th e  League 

i n  J a n u a ry  o f  1 9 5 0 . She l e f t ,  how ever, i n  S ep tem b er o f  

Î 1950 t o  do  p o s t - g r a d u a te  w ork a t  C r ip p le d  C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l  

I n  C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h io .3

The s tu d y  c o m m itte e  a p p o in te d  by  D r . Levy m et d u r in g  

i t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  A ugust and o u t l in e d  a p ro p o sed  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

t o  b e  p r e s e n te d  a t  a l a t e r  m e e tin g  o f  th e  g ro u p .  The g ro u p  ; 

m et a g a in  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  A u g u s t, 1 950 . At t h i s  m e e tin g

^ N a t io n a l  U rban  L e ag u e , And th e  P u r s u i t  o f  H ap p in ess  
(New Y ork : N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , I n c . ,  1 9 5 0 ) , p .  2 5 . "

^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  U rban League G u i ld ,  O k lah o sa  C i ty  
U rban  L eag u e , Ju n e  2 8 , 1 9 5 0 . I n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  (Melahoma 
C i ty  U rban L e a g u e .

^ I n te r v ie w  w i th  B e r th a  L evy , P e d i a t r i c i a n ,  Oklahoma 
C i t y ,  Oklahoma»_M ay 1 5 ,  1 9 5 7 - ................ -      _ _
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t h e r e  w e r e  f o r t y - s e v e n  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t .  T h e  p r o p p e d  c o n s t i 

t u t i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b u t  f o r m a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n  a n d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  f a l l .

O n  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g ,  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  t w e n t y - t w o  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  m e t  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  

e l e c t  o f f i c e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  A r t i c l e  I V ,  

S e c t i o n  I ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d  s h a l l  b e  

I  a  p r e s i d e n t .  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r .  O t h e r  

I  o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a s  n e e d e d  a n d  a s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  w e r e :  P r e s i d e n t ,

M a r y  G .  S m i t h ;  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  J .  M ,  L i t t l e p a g e ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  

A l m a  G i d e o n ;  T r e a s u r e r ,  C o r r i n e  B r e e d i n g . ^

S e c t i o n  I  o f  A r t i c l e  V  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  j
i

U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m i t t e e s  

i n  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d .  T h e y  a r e :  a n  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e j e ,

a  P r o g r a m  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a  M e m b e r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  E x e 

c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  G u i l d ,  t h e  I 

c h a i r m e n  o f  t h e  s t a n d i n g  c o n m i t t e e s  a n d  t h e  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  ! 

a s  a n  e x - o f f l c i o  m e m b e r .  I t  i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  E x e c u -
I

t i v e  C r a n m l t t e e  t o  g i v e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  G u i l d ' s  

a f f a i r s  a n d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  a n d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a l l  

f u n d s  o f  t h e  G u i l d .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  s e t s  t h e  | 

t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  G u i l d  m e m b e r s h i p .

^Minutes o f  th e  Urban League G uild , Oklahoma C ity
Urban League, O ctober, 1950. In  th e  f i l e s  o f the (Sclahoma
C ity  Urban League.
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e

G u i l d ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  G u i l d  a r e  t o ;

P rom ote , e n c o u ra g e , a s s i s t  and engage In  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
c u l t u r a l ,  c i v i c  and s o c i a l  n a tu r e  w hich  w i l l  p u b l i c i z e  
and f u r t h e r  th e  g e n e r a l  w e l l - b e in g  o f  th e  U rban League 
movement l o c a l l y  and n a t i o n a l l y .  T h is  can  be accom 
p l i s h e d  by s p o n s o r in g  b a n q u e ts ,  fo ru m s , l e c t u r e s ,  d in n e r  
m e e t in g s ,  e x h i b i t s ,  d a n c e s , t e a s ,  c o n c e r t s ,  p la y s ,  
p a r t i e s ,  and th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f 
League l i t e r a t u r e  and m a t e r i a l s ,  e t c .  The a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  w i l l  i n  no way i n t e r f e r e  w ith  
b o n a - f id e  s o c i a l  fund  r a i s i n g  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  th e  
com m unity . At l e a s t  50^ o f  th e  n e t  fu n d s  a c c ru e d  d u rin g ! 
th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  s h a l l  be  fo rw a rd e d  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  Urban,' 
L e ag u e .^  ;

The G u ild  i s  s c h e d u le d  to  m eet once e a c h  q u a r t e r  ' 

a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  u n le s s  c a l l e d  i n t o  s e s s i o n  for} 

some p a r t i c u l a r  p u rp o s e .

At a m e e tin g  on J a n u a ry  2 1 , 1951, th e  members o f  th e  

E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee d is c u s s e d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  l i m i t i n g  th e  

m em b ersh ip . The members re c o g n iz e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  l i m i t a t i o n  

o f  m em bership  i s  n o t  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  th e  p r o v is io n s  f o r  

m em bership  a s  o u t l in e d  i n  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t th e y  f e l t  

i t  e x p e d ie n t  t o  do  so  b e c a u s e  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  G u ild  a r e  

h e ld  i n  t h e  homes o f  th e  members o r  i n  th e  U rban League 

o f f i c e .  At p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  s ix ty - tw o  members o f  th e  G u ild  

in c lu d in g  p e r s o n s  from  L a n g sto n  U n iv e r s i ty  and from  Oklahoma 

C i t y . 2

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  U rban League G u i ld ,  Oklahoma i
C i ty  U rban  L eague , 1950 (m im eo g rap h ed ),

2 'M in u tes  o f  th e  U rban League G u i ld ,  (Xclahoma C i ty
U rban L eag u e , J a n u a ry  2 1 , 1 9 5 1 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  th e  Oklahoma
C i ty  Ur b a n  Leaguer;-----------------------------------------------------------------------------'
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A f f i l i a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma C ity  U rban League G u ild  w ith  
' th e  C o o rd in a t in g  C o u n c il o f  U rban League G u ild s

The Oklahoma C ity  Urban League G u ild  I s  a member o f 

th e  C o u n c il o f  U rban League G u i ld s .  At th e  a n n u a l  c o n fe re n c e  

o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League In  C le v e la n d , O h io , In  1952, th e  

G u ild  d e l e g a t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o o r d in a t in g  o r g a n iz a t io n  

c a l l e d  th e  C o u n c il  o f  U rban League G u i ld s .  T h is  o r g a n iz a t io n  

I s  composed o f  an  E x e c u tiv e  Com m ittee and th e  a f f i l i a t e d  

l o c a l  G u ild s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y .  The f u n c t io n  o f  th e  

C o u n c il i s  t o  p la n  a p rogram  f o r  G u ild  d e l e g a t e s  a t  th e  

a n n u a l c o n f e re n c e s  su c h  a s  w orkshops on fund  r a i s i n g ,  i n t e r - r  

p r e t a t i o n  t o  l o c a l  c o m m u n itie s , and p rog ram  m ak in g . I t  i s  

a l s o  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  C o u n c il  t o  a s s i s t  i n  th e  s e t t i n g  up 

o f  new l o c a l  G u ild s  and t o  im p re s s  upon th e  l o c a l  G u ild s  

t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p ro v id e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  

N a t io n a l  U rban  L e ag u e . The U rban League G u ild  o f  Oklahoma 

C i ty  w as r e p r e s e n te d  a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o n fe re n c e  o f  t h e  U rban 

League a t  t h e  tim e  th e  C o u n c il  o f  U rban  L eague G u ild s  was 

o r g a n iz e d .  H ence, t h e  Urt>an League G u ild  o f  (Nclahcmia C i ty  

h a s  b e e n  a member o f  t h e  C o o rd in a t in g  C o u n c il  s i n c e  t h a t  

t im e .

A f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  U rban  L eague G u ild s  

n e c e s s i t a t e s  a n  a n n u a l  p e r  c a p i t a  f e e  o f  tw e n ty - f iv e  c e n t s  

t o  h e lp  f in a n c e  t h e  G u i l d s c r i p t ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o rg a n  o f  th e  

C o u n c il  o f  U rban  L eague G u i ld s .
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A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d  

T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d  o f  O k l a h o m a  

C i t y  a r e  o f  t h r e e  t y p e s :  1 )  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  2 )

c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  a n d  3 )  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  G u i l d  

s p o n s o r s  e a c h  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y  a n n u a l l y .  P l a n s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

f u n d - r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t y  w e r e  o u t l i n e d  I n  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

G u i l d  o n  N o v e m b e r  9 j  1 9 5 1 •  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f  a c t l -  

; v l t y  t o  s p o n s o r ,  t h e  G u i l d  m e m b e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  a c t i v i t i e s

i t h a t  w ere  n o t  o n ly  o f  co m m erc ia l v a lu e  b u t  a l s o  th o s e  a c t l -
!

v l t l e s  t h a t  would a f f o r d  th e  p u b l ic  some c u l t u r a l  a d v a n ta g e s  

a s  w e l l .  The members a g re e d  t h a t  In asm uch  a s  t h i s  was thelM  

f i r s t  p u b l ic  p r o j e c t  I t  m ig h t be w e l l  t o  b e g in  w i th  a s im p le  

o n e . T h a t was a B e n e f i t  Tea w h ich  was h e ld  i n  November o f  

1951  a t  t h e  home o f  M r. and M rs. I s l a h  B o o k e r . The fu n d s  

from  t h e  t e a  w ere u sed  t o  a s s i s t  th e  U rb an  L eague I n  I t s  

com m unity  w e l f a r e  p ro g ra m .

S in c e  th e  G u ild  members a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  c u ltu ra l:  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  g a in s ,  p la n s  

f o r  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c lu d e  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

some o u t s t a n d in g  t a l e n t .  At t im e s  t h e  G u ild  h a s  i n v i t e d  

l o c a l  a r t i s t s  t o  a p p e a r ;  a g a in  th e y  h av e  f e a t u r e d  p e rso n s  

o f  t a l e n t  fro m  o th e r  l o c a l i t i e s .

M i t c h e l l  B . S o u th a l l  o f  t h e  M usic D e p a rtm e n t o f  

L a n g s to n  U n iv e r s i ty  w as g u e s t  a r t i s t  a t  t h e  B e n e f i t  Tea h e ld  

i n  1951  d u r in g  w hich  t im e  Mary G. S m ith  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

G u i ld .— -G uild  m em bers, b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  
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f i r s t  B e n e f i t  T e a ,  a g r e e d  t o  s p o n s o r  a n o t h e r  T e a  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  a s  i t s  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t y .  T h a t  w a s  h e l d  

o n  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 5 2  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  D r .  a n d  M r s .  C .  W.

M o r g a n .  T h e  g u e s t  a r t i s t s  w e r e  F r e d d y e  M .  W r a y  o f  t h e  D o u 

g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  J a m e s  N e i l s o n  o f  t h e  

O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h i s  w a s  u n d e r  

t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  M r s .  J .  M .  L i t t l e p a g e .

The t h i r d  a n n u a l t e a  was h e ld  a t  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  

M ansion on F e b ru a ry  2 8 , 1953 w ith  th e  G o v ern o r o f  Oklahoma 

and h i s  w if e ,  J o h n s to n  and W i l l i e  M urray , a s  c o - h o s t  and 

c o - h o s t e s s .  At th e  t im e  th e  Tea (w h ich  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  

a  B ro th e rh o o d  Tea) was p la n n e d , th e  G u ild  members hoped 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s c h o la r s h ip  fund a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O k la

homa S c h o o l o f  S o c ia l  W ork. B u t t h e  p ro c e e d s  from  th e  Tea 

w ere  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  su c h  p l a n s . 1 The p la n s  f o r  

t h e  B ro th e rh o o d  Tea w ere  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  

o f  L . C . M cF arlan d .

I n  1955 , t h e  members o f  t h e  G u ild  d e c id e d  t o  s p o n so r  

a  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  o f  fu n d  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t y .  T h a t y e a r ,  u n d er 

t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  D r . L om a Langmore C u r t i s ,  t h e  G u ild  sp o n 

s o re d  a rummage s a l e  w h ich  was h e ld  a t  t h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  C lub 

H a l l  i n  th e  G reen  P a s tu r e s  com m unity .^

^ M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  G u i l d ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  
U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  M a r c h  8 , 1953, p .  1 . I n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  O k l a  
bcMna C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e .

^ O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  Y e a r  E n d  R e p o r t ,  1957 
( m i m e o g r a p h e d  ) .
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On J a n u a ry  1957/ th e  members o f  th e  G u ild , w ith  

Cora P r ic e  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  s t a r t e d  th e  y e a r s  a c t i v i t i e s  w ith  

th e  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  a Mayde Mack Mummers' p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f 

S h a k e s p e a r e 's  "M a c b e th ."  The p ro c e e d s  from  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  

a s  from  a l l  o t h e r  fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban 

League G u i ld ,  w ere ea r-m ark ed  f o r  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  a c t i 

v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U rban L eague .

The c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban League G u ild  a r e  

u s u a l ly  h e ld  on w hat I s  r e f e r r e d  to  by  th e  G u ild  members as

"G uest N ig h t ."  On t h i s  o c c a s io n  e ach  member o f  th e  G u ild  j
!

i n v i t e s  from  one t o  t h r e e  g u e s ts  (d e p e n d in g  upon th e  s i z e  j 

o f  th e  hcwje I n  w h ich  th e  m e e tin g  i s  h e ld )  t o  a m e e tin g  o f  

th e  U rban League G u i ld .  The p u rp o se  o f  G u es t N ig h t i s  t o  

a c q u a in t  t h e  v i s i t o r s  w i th  th e  p rogram  o f  t h e  U rban League 

G u i ld .  S p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  a t  G u est N ig h t I n c lu d e  th e  p r e s e n 

t a t i o n  o f  book  r e v ie w s .  I n t e r e s t i n g  and o u ts ta n d in g  s p e a k e rs  

and p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s .  At G u est N ig h t on May l 8 ,  1952,

Mary M a ra b le , a  member o f  th e  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  

o f  Oklahom a, g av e  a n  I n t e r e s t i n g  re v ie w  o f  t h e  b o o k . The 

Lady I n  t h e  P u l p i t . M rs. M arab le  I s  t h e  m o th e r  o f  Mary G.

S m ith  who w as t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U rban League G u ild  

I n  Oklahoma C l t y .^

On May l 8 ,  1953 , G u est N ig h t w as h e ld  a t  t h e  home o f

^Interview  w ith  Mrs. Cora P r ic e , P resid en t o f  the
Urban League G u ild , A p ril 1 9 , 1 9 5 7 , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.
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' S a m  P o w e r s .  C h r i s t o p h e r  K .  D u t t ,  a  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  O k l a h o m a ,  s p o k e  o n  " I n d i a ;  I t s  P e o p l e  a n d  I t s  C u s t o m s . " 1

R e i d  P o w e l l ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c i o l o g y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  O k l a h o m a ,  w a s  t h e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  o n  G u e s t  N i g h t  I n  1 9 p ^ .

I n  1 9 5 7 ,  s  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  G u e s t  N i g h t  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n t a 

t i o n  o f  R o y a l  G i b s o n ,  a  w o m a n  e v a n g e l i s t ,  w h o  s p o k e  o n  t h e  

’’D e s e g r e g a t i o n  I s s u e  a s  h a n d e d  d o w n  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "

So f a r ,  th e  U rban League G u ild  o f  Oklahoma C ity  has

j sp o n so re d  o n ly  one ty p e  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  T h a t I s  an  a l l ?
I I
I f a m ily  p i c n i c  w h ich  I s  h e ld  e a c h  y e a r  a t  t h e  W. H. S la u g h te r

e s t a t e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  s c h e d u le d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague G u i ld ,  t h e  members o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s s i s t  th e  

U rban  L eague i n  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  i t s  m em b ersh ip  cam p a ig n s , 

i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t in g s ,  i t s  p u b l ic  p ro g ram s and i t s  many p r o 

j e c t s  w h ich  a r e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  com m unity im prrovem ent. The 

members o f  th e  G u ild  a r e  a lw ay s w i l l i n g  t o  w ork  w ith  th e  

L eague I n  w h a te v e r  c a p a c i ty  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a r e  m ost n e e d e d .

The G u ild  members a l s o  assum ed a s  one o f  i t s  p ro 

j e c t s ,  a s s i s t a n c e  w ith  th e  V iIo n a  P . C u t l e r  A w ard. The 

r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  aw ard m ust b e  a p e r s o n  who h a s  g iv e n  a t  

l e a s t  tw e lv e  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  human r e l a t i o r l î

■‘■Minutes o f  th e  U rban League G u i ld ,  Cfelahoma C ity  
U rban  L e a g u e , May 2 7 , 1953j p .  2 .  I n  tibs  f i l e s  o f  th e  
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eag u e .
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T w o  p e r s o n s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a w a r d ;  J e s s e  T .  O w e n s ,  t h e  

f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  a n d  

Z e l i a  N .  B r e a u x ,  w h o  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  w a s  a  m u s i c  i n s t r u c t o r  

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  V i l o n a  P .  C u t l e r  

A w a r d ,  M i s s  B r e a u x  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  f i n a n 

c i a l l y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  m o r e  y o u t h ,  p e r h a p s

I t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  A t  d i f f e r e n t
j :

t im e s  sh e  h as  o r g a n iz e d ,  prom oted and d i r e c t e d  o r c h e s t r a s ,  

m ixed c h o r u s e s ,  a h ig h s c h o o l  b a n d , drum and b u g le  c o r p s ,  | 

g i r l s '  q u a r t e t  and a m ixed q u a r t e t .  The Community b a n d , 

w h ich  h a s  p la y e d  f o r  many p u b l ic  m e e tin g s ,  c o n v e n t io n s  and 

p a r a d e s ,  i s  one o f  h e r  c h i e f  p r o j e c t s . 1

O th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban League G u ild  in c lu d e  

fo ru m s , lu n c h e o n s  and i n  many in s t a n c e s  m e e t in g s ,  t o  e n t e r 

t a i n  o u ts ta n d in g  c i t i z e n s  who a r e  b ro u g h t t o  th e  c i t y  b y  

o t h e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  One su c h  a c t i v i t y  was a 

lu n c h e o n  m e e tin g  a t  w h ic h  t im e  Mr. Raymond Brown o f  A kron , 

O hio was g u e s t  o f  t h e  G u i ld .  He d is c u s s e d  th e  c u r r e n t  t r e n d ^  

and s t a t u s  o f  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  i n  w h ich  f i e l d  he  was d o in g  

r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  F o rd  F o u n d a t io n .

N e lso n  C . J a c k s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Community S e r v ic e s  o f  

t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague i n  New Y ork C i ty  ( J a c k s o n  was

^"Awards t o  H onor Two Top Women,” The D a i ly  O klahom an 
(Oklahom a C i t y ) ,  November! 2 ,  1953» p .  9 .
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f o r m e r l y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  F i e l d  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

U r b a n  L e a g u e  a t  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a . )  w a s  g u e s t  o f  t h e  G u i l d  

a t  a n  i n f o r m a l  f o r u m  h o u r  o n  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 5 3 .  J a c k s o n  

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  p r o g r a m  b o t h  l o c a l l y  a n d  n a t i o n 

a l l y . ^

A s  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  U r b a n  

L e a g u e  G u i l d  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e .  A l l  o f  i t s  e f f o r t s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  L e a g u e ’ s  p r o g r a m .

iK in u tes  o f  the Urban League G u ild , Oklahcsna C ity
Urban League, February 9 , 1953, p . 1 . In  th e  f i l e s  o f  the
Oklahoma C ity  Urban League.
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S U M M A R Y  AN D  C O N C L U S I O N S

T h is  s tu d y  i s  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  h i s t o r y  and d e v e lo p 

m ent o f  th e  U rban League o f  Oklahoma C i ty ,  Oklahom a, from  

th e  tim e  o f  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1946 t o  th e  p r e s e n t .  S p e c i f i 

c a l l y  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  s tu d y  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  an  h i s t o r i c a l  !
I

a c c o u n t  o f  th e  o r i g i n ,  d ev e lo p m en t and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  

U rban L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty .  The s tu d y  i s  c o n f in e d  t o  the 

U rban L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty  and i t s  a f f i l i a t e ,  th e  U rban 

League G u i ld .  A s h o r t  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban 

L eague i s  p r e s e n te d  i n  o r d e r  t o  g iv e  th e  r e a d e r  c l e a r e r  i n 

s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p u rp o se  and background  o f  t h e  U rban  League 

m ovem ent.

D ata  f o r  th e  s tu d y  w ere s e c u re d  f r o n  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  

Oklahoma C i ty  U rb an  L eag u e , th e  S o u th e rn  F i e l d  D iv i s io n  o f  

th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , th e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  S o d a  

W e lfa re  A g e n c ie s .  P u b lish e d  d a ta  w ere  o b ta in e d  from  re c o rd s  

r e p o r t s ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague, 

n e w sp a p e rs , and m a g a z in e s . R e s e a rc h  i n  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s  was 

a l s o  u t i l i z e d .  D a ta  o f f e r e d  by s c h o la r s  and a u t h o r i t i e s  in  

t h e  f i e l d  o f  Ne g ro  l i f e  and h i s to r y  and r a c e r e l a t i o n s w ere

190
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u t i l i z e d .  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  Oklahoma C i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  

y e a r  1944- 19^ 5 , c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  R e s e a r c h  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  U rban  L e a g u e ,  were  exam ined  f o r  p e r t i n e n t  d a t a .

The U rban  League  I s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  s o c i a l  work  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r r a c i a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y  whose  p u r p o s e  i s  t h e  im

p r o v e m e n t  o f  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  among N e g r o e s  and t h e  d e v e l o p 

ment o f  b e t t e r  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  w h i t e  and N e g ro  c i t i 

z e n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t s  p ro g r am  c o n s i s t s  o f :  ( 1 ) r e s e a r c h

and f a c t - f i n d i n g ;  ( 2 ) em p lo y m en t ;  ( 3 ) h o u s in g ;  ( 4 ) h e a l t h ;

(5 ) e d u c a t io n  and r e c r e a t i o n ;  and (6 ) v o c a t i o n a l  g u id a n c e .^

D evelopm ent o f  N a t io n a l  U rban League 

The N a t io n a l  U rban League was o rg a n iz e d  i n  1910 , In  

t h a t  y e a r  a g ro u p  o f  p ro m in e n t c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  N egro  and 

w h ite  r a c e s ,  u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  G eorge H ay n es , a 

d o c t o r a l  s t u d e n t  a t  Colum bia U n iv e r s i t y ,  and R u th  S ta n d ls h  

B a ld w in , m et i n  New Y ork C i ty  and e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  N a t io n a l  

L eag u e_ o n _ lîE h sn _ C o n d itio n s  Among N egroes-,— f T h ls  o r g a n i z a t i c ^  

l a t e r  came t o  b e  known a s  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L e a g u e .)  T h is  

s t e p  was t a k e n  t o  m eet th e  p ro b lem s w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  a t  th e
I
i b e g in n in g  o f  m ass m ig r a t io n s  o f  N egroes fro m  s o u th e r n  r u r a l
i

! t o  n o r th e r n  u rb a n  and i n d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n itie s . C o n d i t io n s

; u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e  N egro was fo rc e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  s o u th  w ere

; th e  m ain  c a u s e s  o f  h i s  exodus from  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  |

^ N a t io n a l  U rban L eag u e , A Handbook o f  O p e ra t io n s  f o r  
U rban L eague P e ^ o n n e l ,  P a r t  I ,  H is to r y  and P h i lo s o p h y , p .  1

-    . .  — - — -----------
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' c o u n t r y .  The Negro  f e l t  t h a t  I n  t h e  N o r th  he would  f i n d  a 

! s o l u t i o n  t o  h i s  economic  and s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .

L i v i n g  I n  t h e  N o r t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o sed  many p r o b le m s  

w h ic h  t h e  N egro  had n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d .  T h e r e  he  fo u n d  r a c i a l  

p r e j u d i c e s  and o s t r a c i s m  j u s t  a s  he  had e x p e r i e n c e d  I n  t h e  

s o u t h .  Employment  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e c u r e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

l o w e s t  p a i d  and m e n i a l  t a s k s .  W i th  l i t t l e  money t o  spend  he

I  co u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  c l e a n ,  d e c e t t  h o u s in g  a c c o m o d a tio n s . I n  ,
!

many i n s t a n c e s  he was fo rc e d  t o  l i v e  i n  in a d e q u a te  q u a r t e r s  

and i n  f i l t h y  s lu m s . As a r e s u l t  o f  su c h  c o n d i t i o n s  p o v e r ty  

and i l l i t e r a c y  w ere w id e sp re a d  among th e  N e g ro e s . j

T h e se  w ere  c o n d i t io n s  w h ich  gave  im p e tu s  t o  th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  O rban L eague m ovem ent. Once th e  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e  N egro w as g iv e n  g u id a n c e  and 

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  th e  new and c o m p lic a te d  p a t t e r n  

o f  l i v i n g  i n  u rb a n  c o m m u n itie s . T h is  in c lu d e d  h e lp  i n  s e 

c u r in g  em ploym ent, a d e q u a te  h o u s in g ,  m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e s ,  r e 

c r e a t i o n ,  and h e lp  i n  p r o v id in g  a n  e d u c a t io n  f o r  h i s  c h i l 

d r e n .

The U rban  League movement s p re a d  q u ic k ly  t o  o t h e r  

l a r g e  c i t i e s  o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y .  B a l t im o r e ,  B u f f a l o ,  P h i l a 

d e l p h i a ,  D e t r o i t ,  and C h icag o  w ere  among th o s e  c i t i e s  w h ich  

e s t a b l i s h e d  U rban  League a f f i l i a t e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  i n 

c r e a s e  i n  N egro  p o p u la t io n .  T o d ay , t h e r e  a r e  s ix ty - tw o  

a f f i l i a t e s  i n  t h i r t y - o n e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n io n .  The U rban 

League is financed by grants from foundationsj bualnAas--------

’.'j V--
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e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and la b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ;  by c o r p o r a te  and 

i n d i v i d u a l  m em bersh ips; and by d u es  from  lo c a l  a f f i l i a t e s  

The E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c to r  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League I s  

L e s t e r  G ra n g e r, a g ra d u a te  o f  D artm ou th  C o l le g e .

D evelopm ent o f th e  U rban League In  Oklahoma C ity  

The d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  U rban League In  Oklahoma C ity  

came a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League Community 

R e la t i o n s  P r o je c t  I n  June  and J u ly  o f  1945 . In  1944, th e  

G e n e ra l  E d u c a tio n  B oard o f  th e  R o c k e f e l le r  F o u n d a tio n  made 

a g r a n t  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League o f  $110 ,000  f o r  th e  

p u rp o s e  o f  m aking s u rv e y s  on th e  econom ic and c u l t u r a l  p ro 

b lem s o f  th e  N egro In  v a r io u s  c i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s .  The p u rp o se  o f  th e  Community R e la t io n s  P r o je c t  was 

t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  com m unity l e a d e r s h ip  I n  Im p ro v in g  r a c e  r e 

l a t i o n s  and N egro w e l f a r e  a s  a m eans o f  a v o id in g  p o s t-w a r  

r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t .  I t  was a n  e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  League
I
I t o  e l i m i n a t e  r a c i a l  f r i c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from  p o s t-w a r  r e c o n -  

I v e r s i o n  and re d e v e lo p m e n t p rog ram s o f  A m erican I n d u s t r i a l
i

I c e n t e r s .

The C o u n c il  o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re  A g en c ie s  and Negro and

i w h i te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty  w ere  a c q u a in te d  w i th
i'

t h e  Community R e la t io n s  P r o je c t  th ro u g h  W illia m  Y. B e l l ,  th e

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  F i e ld  D iv i s io n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  !
I I

U rban  L eague lo c a te d  I n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia .  W illiam  B e l l  came 

t o  Oklahmna C i ty  I n  F e b ru a ry  o f  1945 t o  s tu d y  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y
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' o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  U r b a n  L e a g u e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  H e  w a s  i n v i t e d

t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e

l e a d i n g  N e g r o  c i t i z e n s  w h o  w e r e  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  s o m e  

f o r m  o f  o r g a n i z e d  a p p r o a c n  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y  p r o 

b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t h i s  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p .  M r .  B e l l  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

i n i t i a l  g u i d a n c e  i n  t h e  s t e p s  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  H e  o r g a n i z e d

; c o m m i t t e e s ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  N e g r o
! :
! a n d  w h i t e  r a c e s ,  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  
! :
' U r b a n  L e a g u e  a f f i l i a t e  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .

B e f o r e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a n  U r b a n  L e a g u e  

w e r e  c o m p l e t e d ,  h o w e v e r .  N e l s o n  C .  J a c k s o n  r e p l a c e d  W i l l i a m  

B e l l  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  F i e l d  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w a s  c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  N e l s o n  

J a c k s o n .

T h e  ( S c l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n c e r t e d  

e f f o r t  o f  w h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  c i t i z e n s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  s e v e r a l  

m o n t h s ,  b e c a m e  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 4 6 .  U n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  

F i e l d  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e  s u b s c r i b e d  t c  

t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e .  I t  

s o u g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  T e r m s  o f  A f f i l i a t i o n  t o  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e  m o v e m e n t .

U n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  N e l s o n  J a c k s o n ,  a n  i n t e r -

r a c la l  Board o f  D ir e c to r s  composed o f  r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  from
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m a n y  f i e l d s  o f  e n d e a v o r  i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,  e d u c a 

t i o n ,  s o c i a l  w o r k ,  l a b o r  a n d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  w a s  s e l e c t e d .

A c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e w  a f f i l i a t e  w a s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h a t  

o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  a n d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 ^ 7 ,  a n  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  w a s  e m p l o y e d .  U n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  L e a g u e  

f u n c t i o n e d  w i t h o u t  a n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  a g e n c y  e m p l o y e d  t w o  p e r s o n s  

o n  t h e  s t a f f ;  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  w h o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  w h o  

h a n d l e s  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e ,  a n d  a c t s  a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  

t h e  e x e c u t i v e .  T h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p l a n s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

c e r t a i n  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a l s o  o f  i n t e r r a c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r .

I n  A p r i l  o f  1955> an  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e ta r y  

w as added  t o  th e  p e r s o n n e l  s t a f f  o f  th e  L e a g u e . The In d u s 

t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y  d e v o te s  f u l l  t im e  t o  th e  em ploy

m ent p h a se  o f  th e  League p ro g ra m .

The m a jo r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  incom e o f  th e  Oklahoma C i ty  

U rban League comes from  t h e  U n ite d  F u n d , w h ich  i s  th e  

m a c h in e ry  s e t  up by  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  com m unity t o  com bine! 

t h e  n e e d s  o f  e s s e n t i a l  v o lu n ta r y  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  a g e n c ie s !
i

i n t o  one a n n u a l cam paign  and t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  fu n d s  th u s
! ; 
s e c u re d  among th e  v a r io u s  a g e n c ie s  on a sound b u d g e ta ry

: j
b a s i s .  S in c e  1954 , a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - th i r d  o f  t h e  incom e
i i
o f  .th e  X&lahoma C i ty  U rban League h a s  b e en  d e r iv e d  from  ^
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m e m b e rsh ip  d r i v e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Member

s h i p  Cam paign  f o r  F e b r u a r y ,  1957, t h e  m e m b e rsh ip  o f  t h e  

U rban  L e a g u e  n um bers  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s .

A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  U r b a n  L e a g u e

O n c e  t h e  L e a g u e  h a d  b e e n  f o r m a l l y  a n d  o f f i c i a l l y  d e 

c l a r e d  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  i t  was 

r e a d y  t o  l a u n c h  u p o n  t h e  t a s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  p r o g r a m  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t .

The L eague r e c o g n iz e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  an  o r g a n iz a -  

j t i o n  i s  t o  w ork c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  in  a com m unity , i t  m ust know 

so m e th in g  o f  th e  com m unity o f  w h ich  i t  i s  a p a r t .  T h e re fo re  

I i t  e a r l y  s o u g h t  t o  a c q u a in t  i t s e l f  w i th  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  

jcom m unity , i t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  and i t s  n e e d s .  At th e  v e ry  o u t s e t  

■ th e  League tu rn e d  t o  th e  f in d in g s  and reco m m en d atio n s  o f  th e  

Community R e la t i o n s  P r o je c t  a s  th e  n u c le u s  aro u n d  w h ich  to  

b u i ld  i t s  p ro g ra m . A f te r  th o ro u g h  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  recom 

m e n d a tio n s  made by  th e  s t a f f  o f  e x p e r t s  who c o n d u c te d  th e  

s tu d y ,  t h e  L eague  f e l t  i t  c o u ld  b e s t  s e r v e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

th e  com m unity  b y  o r g a n iz in g  i t s  p rogram  aro u n d  th r e e  b ro ad  

a r e a s .  T h e se  a r e a s  a r e :  l )  Community S e r v ic e s  w i th  em

p h a s is  upon h e a l t h ,  c h i ld  and f a m ily  w e l f a r e  a g e n c ie s ,  

h o u s in g ,  r e c r e a t i o n  and n e ig h b o rh o o d  im p ro v em en t. 2) In d u s 

t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  w h ich  i s  co n ce rn e d  w i th  Job p la c e m e n t, v o -  |

j c a t io n a l  g u id a n c e ,  p u b l ic  in fo r m a t io n  and t r a i n i n g ;  3) Cooper
I j
j r a t l o n  and C o o r d in a t io n  S e r v i c e s . T h is  in v o lv e s  a w o rk in g  ,
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r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s  o f  t h e  community  whose 

i n t e r e s t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  L e a g u e .

T h e s e  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a 

t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  w e l f a r e  g r o u p s ,  s t a t e  and g o v e r n m e n t a l  

a g e n c i e s  and c i t y  and s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  U rban  League  o f  

Oklahoma C i t y  r e v e a l  t h a t  among t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  League  

i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Community S e r v i c e s  h a v e  b e e n :

1 . The e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a W e l l - c h i ld  C l i n i c .  T h is  

p r o j e c t  w as i n i t i a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  la c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  

th e  h e a l t h  n eed s  o f  N egro c h i l d r e n .  I t  was th ro u g h  t h i s  

c h a n n e l  t h a t  many p a re n ts -  w ere made t o  r e a l i z e  th e  im p o r

t a n c e  o f  s t a r t i n g  e a r l y  i n  g iv in g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a ch an ce  to  

d e v e lo p  s t r o n g ,  s tu r d y  b o d ie s ,  th u s  a s s u r in g  f o r  them  a 

b e t t e r  m e n ta l  o u t lo o k ,  a h a p p ie r  s o c i a l  a d ju s tm e n t ,  and th e  

p r o s p e c t s  f o r  g r e a t e r  econom ic s e c u r i t y .  S e r io u s  d i s e a s e s  

w ere  d ia g n o s e d  e a r l y  enough  t o  h e a l  th e  c h i l d r e n  in v o lv e d ,

2 .  The Removal o f  N egro c r i p p le d  c h i l d r e n  t o  C r ip p le d  

C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i ta l .  At th e  tim e  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  

U rb an  l e a g u e  i n  Oklahoma C i ty ,  N egro c r ip p le d  c h i l d r e n  w ere

h o u sed  i n  w hat was c a l l e d  th e  S o u th  Ward o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  |
I

H o s p i t a l .  W hile th e  ty p e  o f  c a r e  g iv e n  th e  c h i l d r e n  in  th a t!  

l o c a t i o n  w as recommended by  th e  L e ag u e , th e  members o f th e  ■ 

L eague w e re  a l s o  aw are o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  co u ld  

n o t  r e c e i v e  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  

could b*» given only at Crippled Children's Hospital. The i
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L e a ç u e  worked I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N egro  M e d i c a l ,  D e n t a l  

and P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  

N eg ro  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  Ward t o  t h e  C r i p p l e d  

C h i l d r e n ' s  H o s p i t a l .

3 . R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  N eg rcT N u rses ' .  T o '  h e l p  r e l i e v e  t h e  

s h o r t a g e  o f  Negro  n u r s e s ,  t h e  U rban  League  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n u r s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  N egro  women: t h e  Oklahoma C ou n ty  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e

S t a t e  L eague  on N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  and t h e

: S t a t e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C o lo red  G ra d u a te  N u rs e s ,  and th e  N egro

M e d ic a l S o c ie ty .  A p p ea ls  by th e  U rban League f o r  n u r s e s

w ere  made th ro u g h  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League h e a d q u a r te r s ,

I t h e  N a t io n a l  Red C ro ss  O r g a n iz a t io n ,  and th e  N a t io n a l  A sso - , 
I  ;
I c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  A dvancem ent o f  C o lo red  P e o p le .

4 .  The J u v e n i l e  D e te n t io n  Home. The U rban League 

jo in e d  t e n  o th e r  c i v i c ,  r e l i g i o u s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n s  i n  e n d o rs in g  th e  j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  home bond i s s u e . !  

The L eague c a l l e d  th e  g ro u p s  t o g e t h e r  t o  o rg a n iz e  a commu

n i t y  e d u c a t io n  program  f o r  in fo rm in g  a l l  c i t i z e n s  a b o u t th e  I
:

need  f o r  a j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  home i n  Oklahoma c o u n ty .
Ii
I 5« N eighborhood Im provem ent P ro g ra m s , The U rban

{ L e ag u e , i n  an  a t te m p t  t o  d is p r o v e  th e  c la im s  t h a t  p r o p e r ty
I
I v a lu e  d e c r e a s e s  when N egroes move i n t o  n e ig h b o rh o o d s , had
!

j  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  e n c o u ra g e  N egroes t o  k eep  up th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  

; t h e i r  n e ig h b o rh o o d , and th u s  d i s p e l  th e  m yth t h a t  p r o p e r ty  

1 -d e p g ec la tea  when N egroes b u y - in  q u a n t i t y . " T h e-L eag u e ,______ !
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' u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  i s  p r e s e n t l y  

engaged i n  o r g a n i z i n g  Neighborhood C o u n c i l s  among t h e  v a r i o u s  

Negro co m m u n i t ie s  In  o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  Negroes  In  t h e  

n e ig h b o r h o o d s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  In  r a i s i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  

In  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .

6 . H ous ing .  Housing f o r  t h e  m i n o r i t y  g roup  i n  O kla

homa C i t y  r e p r e s e n t s  a s o c i a l  p rob lem  w hich  has  been  o f

I  m ajo r c o n c e rn  t o  b o th  th e  m a jo r i ty  and m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  f o r  

many y e a r s .  The U rban League h a s  ta k e n  some d e f i n i t e  s te p s  

to  h e lp  a l l e v i a t e  some o f  th e  p ro b le m s o f  th e  m in o r i ty  g ro u p  

in  Oklahoma C i t y .  I t  i s  s p o n s o r in g  h o u s in g  forum s and 

lu n c h e o n s  t o  w h ich  a r e  i n v i t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  v a r io u s  

H ousing  and Home B u i ld in g  A s s o c i a t i o n s .  T hese  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  

d i s c u s s  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  p rog ram s and t h e  ways i n  w hich  th e y  

c an  h e lp  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  in  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  hom es,

7 .  The U rban Renew al P ro g ram , The U rban League o f  

Oklahoma C i ty  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  on th e  M a y o r 's  A d v iso ry  

C om m ittee f o r  an  U rban Renew al P ro g ram , T h is  i s  a p rogram  

sp o n so re d  b y  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent t o  c l e a r  slum s and 

b l ig h t e d  a r e a s  i n  c i t i e s .  I t  i s  d e s ig n e d  t o  b u i ld  decayed  

s e c t io n s  o f  c i t i e s ,  r e p l a n  them  f o r  m ore c o n v e n ie n t  l i v i n g  

and t o  p r o v id e  b e t t e r  h o u s in g  f o r  t h e  many f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  

v a r io u s  m id d le  and low incom e g r o u p s .  !

8 .  R e c r e a t i o n ,  T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  i
I

C o m m i t t e e  on W e l f a r e ,  p r e p a r e d  a  l i s t  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r '
i

thA Improvement of recreational facilitïea for thm Negro i
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' segm ent  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  These  recom m endat ions  were p r e 

s e n t e d  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  Negro g ro u p s  and l e a d e r s  th ro u g h  a 

C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  o f  Negro O r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  

a p p r o v a l ,  a f t e r  which t h e y  were  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  

o f f i c i a l s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  v a r i 

ous g r o u p s ,  t h e r e  a r e  now t e n  community c e n t e r s  which a r e  

k e p t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r .  The program o f  

t h e  community c e n t e r s  i s  i n t e g r a t e d .

The I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  p rog ram  o f  th e  U rban League 

i i n  Oklahoma C ity  i s  co n ce rn ed  w i th  Job o p p o r tu n i t i e s  and 

j v o c a t io n a l  g u id a n ce  o f  th e  N eg ro . P r i o r  t o  th e  em ploym ent 

i o f  an  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y  in  1955, th e  s e r v i c e s  

I I n  t h i s  a r e a  w ere  p erfo rm ed  by  a V o c a t io n a l  S e rv ic e s  

C o m m ittee . P e rh a p s , th e  m ost o u t s t a n d in g  acco m p lish m en t o f  

t h a t  co m m ittee  was i t s  s u c c e s s  i n  s e c u r in g  th e  em ploym ent of 

N egro  f ir e m e n  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  S n p h a s is  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  

R e la t i o n s  D ep artm en t i s  upon " p i l o t  p la c e m e n ts ."  The League 

a t t e m p ts  t o  s e l e c t  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  and e n d e a v o rs  t o  p la c e  

them  i n  p o s i t i o n s  w h ich  h av e  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  c lo s e d  

t o  N e g ro e s . The f ir e m e n  p r o j e c t  w as i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  

ty p e  o f  p la c e m e n t, a s  w e l l  a s  th e  em ploym ent o f  N egroes a s  

c i t y  b u s  d r i v e r s .

j  The I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  S e c r e t a r y  i n i t i a t e d  a S k i l l e d

! B e t te r m e n t  Program  f o r  young N egro  women who a r e  I n t e r e s t e d  

I i n  c l e r i c a l -  w o rk . I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  some o f  th e  c l e r i c a l  s u b -  

I J e c t s .  in c lu d in g  ty p in g ,  b u s in e s s  E n g l i s h ,  and sh o rth a n d  a r e
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o f f e r e d  two n i g h t s  eac h  week a t  D oug las  High S c h o o l .  A f t e r  

t h e  s t u d e n t  h as  a t t a i n e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d e g r e e  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  

i n  t h e  s k i l l s  he i s  recommended f o r  jo b  p l a c e m e n t s .  Thus 

f a r ,  e i g h t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  have b een  p l a c e d .  F o u r  of  t h e s e  

were w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and f o u r  w i t h  p r i v a t e  ag e n 

c i e s .

To h e lp  p rom ote  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban League o f  

Oklahoma C i t y ,  a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban League 

G u ild  was o rg a n iz e d  i n  Oklahoma C ity  i n  1 9 50 . T h is  i s  an 

i n t e r r a c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  young women w hose p u rp o se  i s  to
i

prom ote  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  League and p ro v id e  i t  w i th  |

i f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  U rban  League
j
jG u ild  a r e  o f  t h r e e  t y p e s :  l )  T hose o f  a c u l t u r a l  n a t u r e ;

2) Fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and 3) S o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 

fund  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  U rban  L eague G u ild  c o n s i s t  

o f  B e n e f i t  T e a s ,  Rummage s a l e s ,  and th e  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  one 

o f  t h e  Munsners p l a y s .  The c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  u s u a l l y  co n 

s i s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  s p e a k e r s ,  book r e 

v ie w s , p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  and som etim es a r t i s t s  i n  th e  f i e l d  

o f  m u s ic .  The G u ild  s p o n s o rs  o n ly  one ty p e  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i 

v i t y .  T h a t  i s  a n  a n n u a l  a l l - f a m i l y  p i c n i c  a t  th e  end o f  th e  

s e a s o n .  % e  G u ild  d o e s  n o t  f u n c t io n  d u r in g  th e  summer 

m o n th s .

The U rb an  L eague o f  Oklah<xna C i ty  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  im

p o r ta n c e  o f  c o o r d in a t in g  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  th o s e  o f  o th e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  League t h a t  no one
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• o r g a n i z a t i o n  a l o n e  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  do an  e f f e c t i v e  job  of  

Improving t h e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  any segment  o f  t h e  popu

l a t i o n .  The d e g r e e  t o  which  t h i s  i s  a p p a r e n t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  t h e  League has  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  

c a r r y  o u t  a program o f  community im provem ent .  T h i s  s u c c e s s  

has been  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  o p en in g  o f  many av en u es  w h ic h ,  b e 

f o r e  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  U rban League i n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  

i had b een  c lo s e d  t o  N e g ro e s . S i g n i f i c a n t  among t h e s e ,  i n  

I  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  s e v e r a l  t h a t  have b een  d i s c u s s e d ,  w ere use  

j o f  th e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  by N egroes on a n o n - s e g re g a te d  

b a s i s ,  th e  d e s e g r e g a t io n  o f  th e  m u n ic ip a l  a u d i to r iu m ,  and 

th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  N egroes on a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e s  and p o l ic y  

m aking b o a r d s .

The U rban  League h a s  a l s o  shown g r e a t  c o n c e rn  i n  th e  

im p l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  Suprem e C o u r t 's  d e c i s io n  o f  May 17 , 195^ . 

The im p ac t o f  th e  L e a g u e 's  p rogram  o f  com m unity e d u c a t io n  

f o r  d e s e g r e g a t io n  w as f e l t  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n ty .

The program  s e rv e d  t o  a ro u s e  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  com m unity 

and c o u n ty  o f  t h e  need  f o r  c o n tin u e d  g u id a n c e , d i r e c t i o n  

and e n lig h te n m e n t c o n c e rn in g  th e  d e c i s io n  so  t h a t  th e  man

d a te  o f  th e  Suprem e C o u rt o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  m ig h t be 

c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  th e  com m unity i n  su c h  a way t h a t  i t  w i l l  be 

a c c e p ta b le  t o  a l l .

The U rban League o f  Qclahoma C i ty  h a s  e x e r te d  a t r e 

mendous i n f lu e n c e  f o r  g o o d w ill  among a l l  r a c i a l  g ro u p s  in  

th e  com m unity . B ecau se  o f  i t s  sound and th o ro u g h  p rogram  o



• 203

a c t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  has  I t  b e e n  an a g en c y  o f  g o o d w i l l  b e tw e e n  

t h e  r a c e s ,  b u t  i t  h a s  a l s o  d i s c h a r g e d  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  g e t t i n g  f o r  N e g ro e s  new and b e t t e r  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

and h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r - a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

c o m m u n i ty .

I t  i s  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  w r i t e r  t h a t  th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts

o f  th e  U rban League d u r in g  th e  t e n  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s te n c e  in

; Oklahoma C ity  r e f l e c t  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  to  

c a r r y  o u t  th e  p u rp o se s  f o r  w hich  i t  was o r g a n iz e d — th e  im -

: p ro v em en t o f  th e  econom ic and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  N egro ,
I  I
I  and th e  im provem ent o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  th e  w h ite  and I
j  !

j N egro  g r o u p s .
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C h a r t e r  Members o f  Oklahoma C i t y  U rb a n  League  

M rs .  Z e l i a  H. B r e a u x  

M iss  V i l o n a  P .  C u t l e r  

M r s . C h a r l o t t e  D o n n e l l  

Mr. R o sco e  D u n j e e  

M rs .  C a r r i e  L .  E dw ards  

Mr. G eo rg e  F e r g u s o n  

Mr. L.  D. Lacy  

Mr, J e s s e  T .  Owens 

Mr.  G e o rg e  R a g l a n d  

M iss  A n n a b e l l e  S a w y e r  

M rs .  H a r r y  S c h a f f e r  

Mr. T .  B .  W a ts o n  

M iss  F a y e  Webb 

R e v e r e n d  J .  Howard W i l l i a m s
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Copy

A u g u s t  8 , 1946

Mr. P . N. E v je n , D i r e c t o r  
Oklahoma C i ty  Community Fund 
Oklahoma C ity  2 ,  Oklahoma

D ear Mr. E v je n :

A co m m ittee  composed o f  th e  above m en tio n ed  nam es, b e l i e v e

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c o n d i t io n s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h i s  com m unity t h a t

make i t  d e s i r a b l e  t o  p ro v id e  means f o r  a m ic a b le  d i s c u s s io n  o f

c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  b e tw een  th e  m a jo r i t y  and t h e  m in o r i ty

r a c i a l  g ro u p s .

T h e re  i s  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eag u e , t h a t  has 

p ro v id e d  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  i n  many c i t i e s .  We, th e  members o f  

t h i s  P r o v i s io n a l  C om m ittee , have  b e e n  w o rk in g  f o r  more th a n  

a y e a r  to w ard  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  a c h a p te r  o f  t h e  U rban L eag u e . 

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  sh o u ld  b e  a c t i v a t e d  more 

a d e q u a te ly  u n d e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s h ip  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  

and we r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e  Community Fund make a v a i l a b l e  an  em er

gency  b u d g e t f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e .

We a d v ise d  t h e  f i e l d  w o rk e r  o f  th e  U rban L eague t h a t  su ch  a 

b u d g e t ,  s h o u ld .p r o v id e  a s a l a r y  o f  $ 4 0 0 0 .0 0  and  a  fund  f o r  an
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o f f i c e ,  s ad  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s o c i a l l y  v a l u a b l e  p r o 

gram, t o t a l l i n g  a b o u t  $7 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

T h e r e  i s  o f f i c e  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  d t l l c s  S t r e e t  Community

C e n t e r  and t h i s  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a s u i t a b l e  U n i t  o f  t h e

Community C e n t e r .

We u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

m a t t e r .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s .

Chrm. P r o v is io n a l  C tacm ittee

S e c t .  P r o v is io n a l  C om m ittee

Chrm. M em bership C om m ittee
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C o p y

S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 ^ 6

M r. L e s t e r  B . G ran g e r 
E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e ta r y  
N a t io n a l  U rban League 
New Y ork C i ty ,  New Y ork

D ear. S i r :

The p r o v i s i o n a l  co m m ittee  on " O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  an  Oklahoma 

C i ty  U rban L eag u e"  i s  now re a d y  t o  make a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  mem

b e r s h ip  i n  th e  N a t io n a l  U rban  L eague upon th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  

f o l lo w in g  a c h ie v e m e n ts :

1 . b e  h av e  o p e ra te d  a s  a P r o v i s io n a l  C om m ittee f o r  

o v e r  one y e a r ,  d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  we have  b een  

u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  o u r  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  

D iv i s io n ,  M r. B e l l ,  and h i s  s u c c e s s o r  M r. N elso n  C. 

J a c k s o n .  The fo rm e r  h a v in g  made two v i s i t s  t o  o u r  

c i t y .

2 .  As a P r o v i s io n a l  C cxnm lttee, we s e rv e d  w i th  th e  

A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee , t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e sea rc h  

M r. H arvey  K em  and h i s  g ro u p  o f  S p e c i a l i s t s  in  

t h e i r  w ork w i th  o u r  C o u n c i l  o f  s o c i a l  w e lf a r e  on
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t h e  Economic  and C u l t u r a l  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  o u r  Negro  

p o p u l a t i o n  I n  Oklahoma C i t y .

3 .  We c o n c e r n e d  o u r s e l v e s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  a p ro g ram

o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  end t h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e  made c l e a r  

t o  t h e  I n t e r e s t e d  W h i te  and N egro  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  

co m m u n i ty ,  t h a t  an  Urban League would  b e  t h e  m os t  

l i k e l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  we c o u l d  accom

p l i s h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

(a )  B e t t e r  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s

(b ) R a is e  th e  econom ic c o n d i t i o n  o f  N egroes

( c )  Lower th e  d e a th  r a t e s  o f  N eg ro es  th ro u g h  

th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

in c r e a s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and 

b e t t e r  h o u s in g ,

(d ) D is c o v e r ,  t r a i n  and m o b i l iz e  t h e  N egro 

l e a d e r s h i p .

( e )  G ive i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  t o  o u r  

w h ite  f r i e n d s  w hich  w i l l  make i t  e a s i e r  

f o r  them  t o  c o o p e r a te  w i th  u s  i n  th e  

acco m p lish m en t o f  th o s e  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  

w h ich  th e  U rban  League e x i s t s .

4 .  We h av e  b e e n  a c c e p te d  a s  a member ag e n c y  o f  th e

C o u n c il  o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re  and h av e  r e c e iv e d  a v e ry  

c o r d i a l  and s y m p a th e t ic  h e a r in g  b e f o r e  th e  B udget 

C om m ittee o f  th e  Community C h e s t .  And we a r e  h e r e 

w i th  s u b m i t t in g  t o  you a  copy o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .
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t h e  b u d g e t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ' s  s u g g e s t e d  p r o 

gram w h ic h  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Commu

n i t y  Funds  and upon t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h i c h  we have  

b e e n  f a v o r a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h a t  B o a r d .

5 . We h av e  r a i s e d  some f u n d s  f ro m  t h e  paym ent  o f

C h a r t e r  Membersh ip  f e e  o f  $25 p e r  C h a r t e r  Member,

Ô. Our P r o v i s i o n a l  Com m it tee  p e r s o n n e l  i s  r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e  o f  a b o u t  t h i r t y  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  and t h e  m os t  

r e s p o n s i b l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n f l u e n c i a l  men and 

women o f  b o t h  w h i t e  and c o l o r e d  c i t i z e n s .  I t  a l s o  

r e p r e s e n t s  a " c r o s s  s e c t i o n "  o f  o u r  com m uni ty  l i f e  

and  i n t e r e s t s .

7 .  O u r  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w i l l  b e  h e a d e d  b y  a  m o s t

o u ts ta n d in g  and i n f l u e n c i a l  w h ite  m i n i s t e r  and w i l l  

c o n s i s t  o f  W hite  and N egro members o f  w e a l th  and 

i n f l u e n c e .

I t  w i l l  b e  v e ry  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  us  t o  b e  a b le  t o  h av e  a s  e a r l y

a r e p l y  t o  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  s in c e  we a r e  so o n  t o

la u n c h  o u r  d r i v e  f o r  th e  Community C h e s t and t h e r e  w i l l  be 

m ore w ork f o r  u s  t o  do t o  g e t  th e  h e a r ty  r e s p o n s e  from  o u r  

Community we a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g .  T r u s t in g  we a r e  i n  l i n e  f o r  

a f a v o r a b le  r e p l y ,  we a r e .

Chrm, P r o v is io n a l Committee
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Copy

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  
N a t i o n a l  U r b a n  L e a g u e

F o r  M i s s  E d w a r d s .

S ep tem b er
T w e lf th
1946

Mr. G eorge R . R a g la n d , Chrm,
Oklahoma C i ty  U rban League 
y. ¥ .  C . A. B u i ld in g  
230  N. W. F i r s t  S t r e e t  
Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma

D e a r M r. R a g la n d :

I t  i s  my p l e a s a n t  d u ty  t o  n o t i f y  you on b e h a l f  o f  th e  E xecu 

t i v e  B oard o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  U rban  League t h a t  t h e  B o a rd , a t  

i t s  m e e tin g  h e ld  on S ep tem b er 1 0 , 1946, v o te d  u n a n im o u sly  t o  

a c c e p t  th e  U rb an  L eague o f  Oklahoma C i ty ,  O klahcm a, i n  a f f i l i 

a t i o n  w ith  t h i s  N a t io n a l  O r g a n iz a t io n .

I  need n o t  a s s u r e  yo u  o f  th e  warm welcome e x te n d e d  t o  y o u r  

o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  o u r  f i f t y - s i x t h  l o c a l  a f f i l i a t e ,  and a s  o u r  

f i r s t  O klahona c o n n e c t io n .  The League movement i s  now e s t a b 

l i s h e d  i n  tw e n ty - n in e  s t a t e s  o f  th e  u n io n  and th e  D i s t r i c t  o f
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C o l u m b l s ,  2nd s e r v e s  c l t y  p o p u l a t i o n s  t o t a l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

f o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  Urban  Negro  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

As t h e  o n l y  n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o n c e r n e d  

p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  Negro  w e l f a r e  and r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and o f f e r i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p l u s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  U rban  

League  movement h a s  an  i m p o r t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d i s c h a r g e .  

We f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o u r  Oklahoma C i t y  

a f f i l i a t e  w i l l  j u s t i f y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p l a n n i n g  and c o n s i d e r a b l e  

s a c r i f i c e  o f  t i m e  and e f f o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  Oklahoma C i t y  l e a d e r 

s h ip .

W ith in  a few d a y s ,  y o u r  C om m ittee w i l l  r e c e iv e  s e v e r a l  nom i

n a t io n s  from  t h i s  o f f i c e  from  w hich  you  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  

c h o o se  -your f i r s t  e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y .  Our f u l l e s t  c o o p e ra 

t i o n  a lo n g  t h i s  and o th e r  l i n e s  i s  y o u r s  f o r  th e  a s k in g .

I  hope v e ry  so o n  t o  have  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  cem ent t h i s  

a c q u a in ta n c e s h ip  w h ich  h a s  beg u n  so  p l e a s a n t l y .

V ery  s i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

L e s t e r  B . G ra n g e r  

E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  

LBG /nib
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APPENDIX F

C O N S T I T U T I O N  OF T H E  U R B A N  L E A G U E  OF  
OKLAHOMA C I T Y  AND C O U N T Y ,  I N C .

Adopted November 28 , 1950

A R T I C L E  I

NAME

The nsme o f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  s h a l l  be th e  U rban League 

o f  Oklahoma C i ty  and C o u n ty .

ARTICLE I I

OBJECTS

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  i s  t o  im prove th e  

g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  N e g ro es ; by c o - o p e r a t io n  w i th  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  a g e n c ie s  and en co u rag em en t f o r  th e  e v o lu t io n  

o f  o t h e r  needed  a g e n c ie s  o r  s e r v i c e s ;  by  s t u d i e s  and e v a lu a 

t i o n s  o f  N egro econom ic , e d u c a t io n a l  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  

and pzr<*lem s; by e d u c a t io n a l  and i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  p rogram s o f 

N eg ro es  t o  w h ite s  and w h ite s  t o  N e g ro e s ; b y  f o s t e r i n g  sympa

t h e t i c  c o - o p e r a t io n ,  m u tu a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  and r e s p e c t  among 

a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  a r e a ;  by  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  harm onious 

and j u s t  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  and i n  g e n e r a l  t o  c u l t i v a t e  and 

t o  a s s i s t  I n  any  sound and p r o g r e s s iv e  p ro g ram  f o r  th e
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improvement o f  c o n d i t i o n s  among N e g ro e s .

ARTICLE I I I

MEMBERSHIP

S e c t i o n  1 -  Any p e r s o n  may become a member o f  t h e  Urban 

League upon recom m endat ion  o f  t h e  Membership Committee and 

e l e c t i o n  by t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  and upon co m p l ia n c e  w i t h  

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  dues  as  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  B y - la w s .

S e c t i o n  2  -  T h e  c l a s s e s  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  b e  C h a r t e r ,  A s s o 

c i a t e ,  S u s t a i n i n g  a n d  C o n t r i b u t i n g ,  A l l  c l a s s e s  o f  m e m b e r 

s h i p  s h a l l  b e  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  

a t  a n  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  B y - L a w .

S e c t io n  3 -  Each member s h a l l  h av e  one v o te  on any m a t t e r  

b e f o r e  th e  U rban L eag u e .

S e c t io n  4 -  The name o f  any  c a n d id a te  ap p roved  f o r  m em bership  

by  th e  M em bership C om m ittee s h a l l  be  s u b m itte d  t o  th e  B oard 

o f  D i r e c to r s  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  U rban L eague a t  any  m e e tin g  

o f  th e  B o a rd . A f a v o r a b le  m a jo r i t y  v o te  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  c a n d i 

d a t e  t o  m em bersh ip , w h ich  s h a l l  c o n t in u e  a s  lo n g  a s  some c l a s s  

o f  m em bership  i s  m a in ta in e d .

ARTICLE IV

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

S e c t io n  1 -  T h e re  s h a l l  b e  an  i n t e r r a c i a l  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  

o f  n o t  l e s s  th a n  tw e n ty -o n e  n o r  m ore th a n  tw e n ty - s e v e n  p e r s o n s ,  

o f  whom o n e - th i r d  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  e a c h  a n n u a l m e e tin g  f o r  

8_ te rm  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s .
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S e c t i o n  2 -  A member o f  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  who has  s e rv e d  

two c o n s e c u t i v e  t e rm s  s h a l l  n o t  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  te rm  

u n t i l  one y e a r  s h a l l  have e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  

l a s t  t e r m .

S e c t i o n  3  - A l l  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  b e  

h e ld  a t  s u c h  t im e  and p l a c e  and upon su ch  n o t i c e  as  may b e  

d e t e r m in e d  by p r o p e r  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d .

S e c t io n  4 -  E le v e n  members o f  th e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum f o r  th e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b u s in e s s  a t  any 

m e e t in g ,  b u t  any  num ber p r e s e n t  may a d jo u r n  I f  a quorum I s  

n o t  p r e s e n t .

S e c t io n  5 -  The B oard o f  D i r e c to r s  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  

d i r e c t i o n  and s u p e r v i s io n  o v e r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o p e r ty  o f  

th e  U rban  L eag u e . I t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  b ro a d  and g e n e r a l  

p o l i c i e s  f o r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  and s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e s e  a s  I t  

may deem  b e s t  and t h a t  a r e  I n  c o n fo rm ity  w i th  t h i s  C o n s t i t u 

t i o n  and B y-L aw s. The E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  may make recommen

d a t i o n s  on p o l i c y  m a t t e r s  t o  th e  B o a rd .

S e c t io n  6 -  The B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  em ploy an  E x e c u tiv e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  U rban  L eague , d e f in e  i t s  d u t i e s  and f i x  h i s  

c o m p e n s a t io n . The B oard s h a l l  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  s a l a r y  

ra n g e  o f  o t h e r  s t a f f  m em bers. The E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  

b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  th e  B oard f o r  th e  o p e r a t i o n  and e x e c u t io n  

o f  p o l i c i e s  and f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  U rban  L e ag u e , and s h a l l  have 

Im m ed ia te  c h a rg e  and s u p e r v i s io n  o f  U rban  L eague a c t i v i t i e s ,  

and p r o p e r t i e s .  Tho E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  em ploy su c h
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p e r s o n s  and d e f i n e  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a s  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

c a r r y  on t h e  work  o f  t h e  Urban L eag u e ,  b u t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

w o r k e r s  s h a l l  be  employed o n ly  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

P e r s o n n e l  C o m m i t t e e ,

S e c t i o n  7 -  A l l  members o f  t h e  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  u p o n  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  t h e  N o m in a t in g  Commit tee  by 

t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .  V a c a n c i e s  o f  Board  

m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  I n  a n  e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  u p o n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o m i n a t i n g  C o m m i t 

t e e  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  e l e c t e d  s h a l l  h o l d  o f f i c e  f o r  

t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .

S e c t io n  8 -  The o f f i c e  o f  any member o f  th e  Board o f  D ir e c 

t o r s  who I s  a b s e n t  f o r  t h r e e  o r  more c o n s e c u t iv e  and unex

cu sed  m e e tin g s  ( r e g u l a r  o r  s p e c i a l )  o f  th e  B oard  s h a l l  be 

c o n s id e re d  v a c a n t*  I n  su c h  in s t a n c e s  th e  B oard s h a l l  f i l l  

th e  u n e x p ire d  te rm  a s  d i r e c t e d  by S e c t io n  7 o f  A r t i c l e .

The B oard  may e x c u se  any  member from  m e e t in g s ,  upon w r i t t e n  

r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  member, f o r  a p e r io d  n o t  t o  ex ceed  s i x  m onths 

and su c h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  a b sen ce  may o n ly  b e  g ra n te d  once 

in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  any  members te rm  o f  o f f i c e .

S e c t io n  9  -  The P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U rban L eague G u ild  o f  O k la

homa C i ty  s h a l l  b e  an  e x - o f f i c i o  member o f  th e  B oard o f  

D i r e c t o r s  and s h a l l  n o t  b e  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  maximum number o f  

tw e n ty - s e v e n  B oard  m em bers.
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ARTICLE V

OFFICERJ

S e c t i o n  1 -  The o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Urban  League s h a l l  b e  a P r e s i 

d e n t ,  two V ic e  P r e s i d e n t s ,  a S e c r e t a r y  and a T r e a s u r e r ,  e a c h  

o f  whom s h a l l  b e  members  o f  t h e  Board  of  D i r e c t o r s .  O f f i c e r s  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  by  t h e  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  upon recom m enda

t i o n  o f  t h e  N o m i n a t i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

Board fo llo w in g  t h e  a n n u a l m e e t i n g .

S e c t io n  2 -  The o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  be e le c te d  f o r  a te rm  o f  one 

y e a r  and s h a l l  s e rv e  t h e r e a f t e r  u n t i l  th e  e l e c t i o n  and q u a l i 

f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r .  No o f f i c e r  who h as  s e rv e d  th r e e  

c o n s e c u t iv e  te rm s  i n  th e  same o f f i c e  s h a l l  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  

a n o th e r  te rm  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  one y e a r  s h a l l  have  e la p s e d .  

S e c t io n  3 -  The P r e s id e n t  s h a l l  p r e s id e  a t  a l l  m e e tin g s  o f 

th e  Urban League and o f  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  and s h a l l  

c a l l  a l l  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  League o r  th e  Board a s  d i r e c t e d  by 

a r e s o l u t i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r  a d o p ted  by th e  B o a rd . He s h a l l  

a p p o in t  c h a irm e n  o f  a l l  c o m m itte e s  ( s u b je c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t io n  

by  th e  B oard) s h a l l  a p p o in t  a l l  com m ittee  members i n  c o n s u l 

t a t i o n  w i th  co m m itte e  c h a irm e n , and i n  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  e x e r 

c i s e  a l l  pow ers c u s tc m a r l ly  lo d g ed  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  o r  a s  

d i r e c t e d  b y  th e  B o a rd .

S e c t io n  4 -  The -Vice P r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  o r d e r  s h a l l  p e rfo rm  

th e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  i n  th e  e v e n t o f  h i s  a b s e n c e .  

S e c t io n  5 -  The S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  k e e p 

in g  o f  th e  m in u te s ,  r e c o r d s  and s e a l  o f  th e  U rban L eag u e ,



225

and Tor such  e t h e r  d u t i e s  as .-nay be d i r e c t e d  by t h e  B oard ,  

d e c t i o n  6 - (a )  The T r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  

p r o p e r  k e e p i n g  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Urban League,  

and s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  r e p o r t  i n  f u l l  on t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  

o f  t h e  ag ency  t o  b o t h  t h e  membership and t h e  B oard ,  o r  a t  

su ch  l e s s e r  i n t e r v a l s  a s  t h e  Board may d i r e c t .

( b )  A l l  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  from t h e  f u n d s  o f  t h e  U r b a n  

L e a g u e  s h a l l  b e  b y  c h e c k s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

a n d  c o u n t e r s i g n e d  b y  t h e  T r e a s u r e r .

( c )  % e  T r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  h a v e  a l l  U r b a n  L e a g u e  a c c o u n t s  

a u d i t e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t  w h o  i s  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .

A R T I C L E  V I

C O M M I T T E E S

S e c t io n  1 -  The C om m ittees  o f  th e  U rban L eague s h a l l  be  o f  

two t y p e s ,  i ï ^ l i ^ i n g  t h e i r  su b -c o m m itte e s . P r o j e c t  and S ta n d 

in g  C o m m itte e s . P r o j e c t  C om m ittees s h a l l  b e  c r e a te d  by  th e  

B oard f o r  a  d e f i n i t e  and s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e , n o t  w i th in  th e  

p rev iew  o f  an y  S ta n d in g  C om m ittee , and f o r  a  s t a t e d  p e r io d  o f  

t im e .  S ta n d in g  C om m ittees  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a l l  o th e r  com m it

t e e s  t h a t  may b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  f u n c t io n a l  

w ork o f  t h e  U rban  L eag u e ,

S e c t io n  2 -  ( a )  E x c e p t a s  may o th e rw is e  b e  p ro v id e d  i n  t h i s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a l l  S ta n d in g  C om m ittees s h a l l  b e  c r e a te d  and 

t h e i r  d u t i e s  d e f in e d  by  th e  m em bership o f  t h e  U rban League
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a t  a r e g u l a r  o r  s p e c i a l  m e e t in g  In  t h e  form of  a By-Law, b u t  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  may, w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  Board ,  

add any p e r t i n e n t  and r e l e v a n t  d u t i e s  t o  any com m it tee .  In  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  d e f i n e d  In t h e  Commit tee  By-Law, t h a t  may 

be needed t o  c a r r y  on t h e  work o f  t h e  Urban League.

(b)  A l l  r e p o r t s  o f  c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  be made t o  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  and B o ard .

(c )  The P r e s id e n t  and B oard s h a l l  r e f e r  a l l  Urban 

League a f f a i r s  and b u s in e s s  r e q u i r i n g  co m m itte e  a c t i o n  t o  

th e  p r o p e r  S ta n d in g  C o m m ittee , o r  i f  i t  i s  a m a t te r  o u ts id e  

th e  d u ty  and sco p e  o f  any S ta n d in g  C o m m ittee , th e  m a t te r  

s h a l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a P r o je c t  C o m m ittee , c r e a te d  f o r  t h a t  

p u rp o s e .

S e c t io n  3 -  The P r e s id e n t  s h a l l  a p p o in t  th e  C hairm an  and 

C om m ittee members o f  a l l  P r o je c t  and S ta n d in g  C om m ittees a s  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  A r t i c l e  V, S e c t io n  3*

S e c t io n  4 -  The S ta n d in g  C om m ittee c h a irm a n  s h a l l  be a p p o in te d  

e a ch  y e a r  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  Board m e e tin g  

f o l lo w in g  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  t o  s e r v e  f o r  one y e a r  o r  u n t i l  

a f t e r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  a p p o in te d  and h av e  q u a l i f i e d .

ARTICLE V II

S e c t io n  1 -  (a )  An a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  t h e  U rban League member

s h ip  s h a l l  b e  h e ld  i n  November o f  e a c h  y e a r  a t  su ch  tim e  and 

p la c e  a s  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  may d e te r m in e .

(b )  S p e c ia l  m e e tin g s  o f  t h e  U rb an  L eague m em bership
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n a y  be  c a l l e d  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e  by t h e  B o a r d ,  and s h a l l  

be  c a l l e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  upon a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t ,  s p e c i f y i n g  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  s i g n e d  by t e n  p e r s o n s  o r  more 

o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p .

S e c t i o n  2 - ( a )  The Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s  s h e l l  meet m o n t h l y ,  

e x c e p t  J u l y  and A u g u s t ,  a t  s u c h  t im e  and p l a c e  a s  t h e  Board  

may d i r e c t .

(b ) S p e c ia l  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  Board may be c a l l e d  f o r  

a s p e c i f i c  p u rp o se  by th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  and s h a l l  be c a l l e d  by 

th e  S e c r e ta r y  upon a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t ,  s p e c i f y in g  th e  p u rp o se  

o f  th e  m e e tin g , s ig n e d  by f i f t y  p e r - c e n t  o r  more o f  th e  

B oard  m em bersh ip .

S e c t io n  3 -  ( a )  N o tic e s  o f  a l l  r e g u l a r  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  

U rban League m em bership o r  B oard s h a l l  be g iv e n  t o  th e  

members t h e r e o f  a t  l e a s t  t e n  d a y s  b e fo re h a n d .

(b ) N o tic e  o f  a l l  s p e c i a l  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  U rban 

L eague m em bership  o r  B oard s h a l l  be  g iv e n  t o  members t h e r e o f  

a t  l e a s t  tw o d ay s  b e f o re h a n d .

S e c t io n  4 -  At any s p e c i a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  m em bership o r  Board 

- o f  th e  U rban L eag u e , no b u s in e s s  s h a l l  be  t r a n s a c te d  e x c e p t  

t h a t  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  th e  m e e tin g .

SEAL

The B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  may a u th o r iz e  a s e a l  f o r  th e  

U rban L eague and d i r e c t  i t s  u s e .
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ARTICLE IX

CUTLER AWARD

L e c t i o n  1 -  ( a )  The V I Io n a  F. C u t l e r  Award, o r  The C u t l e r  

Award, i s  h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  Miss  V i l o n a  F.

C u t l e r  f o r  h e r  a c t i v e ,  e f f e c t i v e ,  and u n c e a s i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  

f u r t h e r  t h e  c o n c e p t s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  Urban 

L e a g u e .

(b ) The m em bersh ip  may g r a n t ,  u n d e r  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  

( s t r i c t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d )  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  th e  

Award to  any  i n d iv id u a l  who h as e f f e c t i v e l y  d e m o n s tra te d  f o r  

a p e r io d  o f  tw e lv e  y e a r s  o r  more a v a l i d ,  co m p reh en siv e  c r e a 

t i v e  and s te a d y  c o n c e p t o f  th e  o b j e c t s  o f  th e  U rban League 

and h as  a b ly  e x p re s s e d  t h a t  c o n c e p t i n  a c t u a l  and c o n s ta n t  

p r a c t i c e .  The r e c i p i e n t  may o r  may n o t  b e  a member o f  th e  

U rban League and be  engaged i n  any  o c c u p a t io n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n .

(c )  A p e r io d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  s h a l l  e la p s e  from  any 

d a te  on w h ich  th e  Award i s  g iv e n  b e f o r e  th e  m em bership  may 

a g a in  g r a n t  th e  Award; p ro v id e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  c o n s tru e d  

a s  a r e q u ire m e n t  t o  make th e  Award e v e r y  f i v e  y e a r s .

(d )  The m em bership s h a l l  e n a c t  a By-Law c r e a t i n g  a 

S ta n d in g  C om m ittee , i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  

A r t i c l e  VI o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  recommend

in g  nom inees f o r  t h i s  Award t o  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  The 

B oard s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  uncom prom ising  r u l e s  and s u p e r i o r  

s ta n d a r d s  f o r  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  c o c a s l t te e  and th e  g r a n t in g  

o f  th e  Award, and su c h  r u l e s  and s ta n d a r d s  i n  no m anner
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d i m i n i s h  o r  wecken t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e .  I t  I s  

t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Urban Leaijue t h a t  The C u t l e r  Award s h a l l  

have  a c t u a l  and h o n e s t  d i s t i n c t i o n  and s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  

d e c t l o n  2 -  ( a )  A r e c o r d  o f  t h e  Award r e c i p i e n t s  s h a l l  be  

k e p t  p e r m a n e n t l y  I n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  U rban  League  and I t  

s h a l l  be  I n  s u c h  for/ri a s  t h e  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s  may a p p r o v e .

(b )  A c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Award and a g i f t  s h a l l  be  p r e 

s e n t e d  t o  e a c h  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  C u t l e r  Award. The C e r t i f i 

c a t e  and t h e  g i f t  s h a l l  b o t h  b e  i n  s u c h  fo rm  a s  t h e  Board  o f  

D i r e c t o r s  may a p p r o v e .

A R T I C L E  X

B Y - L A W S

T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  m a y  a d o p t  o r  m a y  a m e n d  

B y - L a w s ,  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  m a y  

r e p e a l  e x i s t i n g  B y - L a w s  a t  a n y  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  

b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t ;  p r o v i d e d  

t h a t  a n y  p r o p o s e d  a d d i t i o n  o r  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  i n  w r i t 

i n g  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  l e a s t  t e n  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b e g i n 

n i n g  d a t e  o f  s a i d  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g .  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  

i m m e d i a t e l y  t r a n s m i t  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  p r o p o s e d  a l t e r a t i o n s  o r  

a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  B y - L a w s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,

A R T I C L E  X I

A M E N D M E N T S

T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  m a y  a d o p t  a m e n d m e n t s  t o ,  

o r  r e p e a l  a n y  a l l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a t  a n y
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r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  I f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  

m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  s u c h  c h a n g e s ;  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  

a n y  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t ,  o r  r e p e a l ,  h a s  b e e n  

f i l e d  i n  w r i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  l e a s t  s i x t y  d a y s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  s a i d  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  

i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n d  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d 

m e n t s  o r  r e p e a l s  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  

o f  D i r e c t o r s .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  n o t i f y  e a c h  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  a n y  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  o r  r e p e a l s  a t  

l e a s t  t h i r t y  d a y s  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  d a t e  o f  a n y  r e g u l a r  m e e t 

i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a c t e d  u p o n  o r  c o n s i d e r e d .

BY-LAWS

No. 1 -  C la s s e s  o f  M em bership and Dues

(a )  C h a r te r  Members a r e  t h o s e  p e rs o n s  who c o n t r ib u te d  $ 2 5 . 

o r  m ore t o  th e  U rban  L eague i n  th e  i n i t i a l  y e a r  o f  i t s  

e x i s t e n c e .

(b )  A s s o c ia te  Members a r e  th o s e  p e rs o n s  who c o n t r ib u te d  $ 2 5 . 

o r  m ore a n n u a l ly  t o  t h e  U rban  L eag u e .

( c )  S u s ta in in g  Members a r e  th o s e  p e rs o n s  who c o n t r i b u t e  from  

$ 5 . t o  $2 5 .  a n n u a l ly  t o  th e  U rban L eague .

(d )  C o n t r ib u t in g  Members a r e  th o s e  p e rs o n s  who c o n t r i b u t e  

from  $ 1 . t o  $5 . a n n u a l ly  t o  th e  U rban L eag u e .

No. 2 -  F i s c a l  P e r io d

The f i s c a l  p e r io d  o f  th e  U rban  League s h a l l  be November 1 t o  

O c to b e r  31  o f  e a c h  y e a r .
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Ko» 3 -  C o n t r a c ts  and O b l ig a t io n s

The Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  may empower any o f f i c e r  o r  em ployee 

o f  th e  U rban League t o  e n t e r  i n t o  l e a s e s ,  c o n t r a c t s  o r  a g r e e 

m en ts , make p u rc h a s e s  o r  c o n t r a c t s ,  i n c u r  I n d e b te d n e s s ,  s e l l  

U rban League p r o p e r ty  end e x e c u te  and d e l i v e r  n e g o t ia b le  

in s t r u m e n ts  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  Urban L e ag u e . No c o n t r a c t ,  o r  

ag reem en t u n d e r ta k in g  o r  n e g o t ia b le  in s t r u m e n t  o f  any k ind  

s h a l l  b e  v a l i d  and b in d in g  on th e  U rban L eague u n le s s  approved  

and s ig n e d  by s u c h  o f f i c e r  o r  em ployee s o  d e s ig n a te d .

No. 4 -  F i n a n c i a l  M anagement

A l l  fu n d s  o f  t h e  U rban  League s h a l l  be  d e p o s i te d  i n  such  

b an k s  a s  may b e  d i r e c t e d  by  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s .  A ll 

d is b u r s e m e n ts  and a u d i t s  o f  League fu n d s  s h a l l  b e  a s  d i r e c t e d  

i n  A r t i c l e  V, S e c t io n  6b o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

Nov 5 -  C om m ittees

The ccN sm lttees l i s t e d  h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  com pose th e  S ta n d in g  

CcCTflittees o f  t h e  U rban  L eague;

(a )  Awards C o m m ittee . T h is  Com m ittee s h a l l  recommend th e

names o f  I n d iv i d u a l s  t o  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  t o  r e 

c e iv e  t h e  C u t l e r  Aw ard, a f t e r  a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  th o ro u g h ,

s t r i c t  and d e t a i l e d  e x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

(b )  B u d g e t C cm an ittee . T h is  Com m ittee s h a l l  a s s i s t  th e

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  i n  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n n u a l b u d 

g e t  o f  th e  U rban  L eague and i n  s e c u r in g  fu n d s  f o r  th e  

o p e ^ t l o n  o f  t h e  L eag u e . The T r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  b e  an e x -  

o f f  i c i o  member o f  t h e  C om m ittee . A l l  b u d g e ts  o r  o th e r
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r e q u e s t s  f o r  fu n d s  s h a l l  be approved  by t h e  Board o f  

D i r e c t o r s  b e f o r e  b e in g  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  

body.

(c )  E d u c a t io n  and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  C o m m it tee . T h is  Committee  

s h a l l  I n t e r p r e t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and program o f  t h e  Urban 

League t o  t h e  P u b l i c ,  t o  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  a g e n c i e s  and t o  

any o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  s h a l l  a l s o  a id  i n  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  and p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  Urban League p u b l i c a t i o n s .

(d ) M embership C o m m ittee . T h is  Com m ittee s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  m em bership  i n  th e  U rban League w ith  

th e  a d v ic e  and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s .  I t  

s h a l l  a l s o  re v ie w  m em bership  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and recommend 

a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  m em bersh ip  t o  th e  B o a rd .

( e )  N om inating  C o m m ittee . "Riis C om m ittee s h a l l  n o m in a te  a l l

o f f i c e r s  and members o f  th e  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s .  The

C om m ittees s h a l l  s e l e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  b e s t  a b le  t o  

e f f e c t i v e l y  and p r o g r e s s i v e l y  d i s c h a r g e  th e  d u t i e s  o f  

t h e  o f f i c e s  to  w h ich  th e y  may be  n o m in a te d . The C om m ittee 

s h a l l  b e  f u l l y  p re p a re d  a t  a l l  t im e s  t o  make n o m in a tio n s  

f o r  U rban League o f f i c e s .

( f )  P e rso n n e l C om m ittee . T h is  C om m ittee s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  

Urban League p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  w i th  th e  

a d v ic e  and c o n s e n t  o f  th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s .

No. 6 -  C o n s u l ta n ts

The P r e s id e n t ,  upon th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r  and

3» lth  th e  ad v ice - atKi c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  may
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a p p o i n t  c o n s u l t a n t s  f o r  a te rm no t  t o  exceed  one y e a r  t o  

a d v i s e  t h o s e  i n  c h c r r c  o f  Urban League s e r v i c e s  o r  commit

t e e s  .

P r e s i d e n t

S e c r e ta r y

D ate  o f  A d o p tio n


