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INTERACTION OF THE SOCIAL F O R C ES DOMINANT IN THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FRIEDRICHS UNIVERSITÂT, 1743

C H A P T E R  I

INTRODUCTION

Many of the  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  e d u ca to r s  view the

d ev e lopm en t  and  conduct of to d a y ' s  educa t ion  and schools  as  a p ro d u c t

of the  s o c ia l  in f luences  of the  t i m e .  M a r t in  M e y e r ,  d i s cu s s in g  th is

sub jec t  in 1961, s ta tes :  "In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  it has  becom e  fash ionab le  to

say  tha t  schoo ls  e x i s t  only w i th in  a  c u l tu re ,  D. C o r m i e r ,  w r i t in g  on

R o u s s e a u ' s  " L ' E m i l e , "  e x p r e s s e s  a  s i m i l a r  idea:  " F o r  the h i s to r i a n

of educa t ion ,  a doc t r ine  cannot r e m a i n  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  its s o u r c e s ,  the

g e n e r a l  m o v e m e n t  of i d e a s ,  the p r o b l e m s  and the educa t iona l  p r a c t i c e s

2
of the  epoch  w hen  it is b o rn .  " C o u r s e s  of study b a s e d  upon the  s o c i o 

log ica l  a p p r o a c h  to educa t ion  a r e  be ing  p r e s e n t e d ,  and in some in s tances

^ M ar t in  M ey e r ,  The Schools  (New York: H a r p e r  & B r o t h e r s ,  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1961), p.  xiv.

2
D . C o r m i e r ,  "Des  I n t e r f e r e n c e s  E n t r e  L 'E d u c a t io n  

N a tu re l l e  E t  L ' I n s e r t i o n  Sociale  D ans  L'<<iEmile^ De L, - J ,  R o u s s e a u ,  " 
P a e d a g o g ic a  H i s t o r i c a , II, 3, p. 413, m y  t r a n s l a t i o n .

1



r e q u i r e d ,  as a  b as ic  educa t iona l  c o u rse  for the s tuden t  of educa t ion .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  textbooks  a r e  c o n s t r u c te d  on this  a p p r o a c h  and p u b 

l i s h e d  to m e e t  the i n c r e a s in g  dem ands .

If today 's  educa t ion  and  schools  a r e  the  p roduc t  of  the soc ia l  

in f luences ,  it a p p e a r s  tha t  the schools  of the p a s t  p ro b ab ly  should be 

v iewed  in the sam e  context .  In r e c e n t  decades  the edu ca t io n a l  h i s to r i a n  

has  tended m o r e  and m o r e  to e x p lo re  the so c ia l  in f luences  r e f l e c t e d  in 

the educa t iona l  s t r u c t u r e s  of the pas t .  B e r n a r d  B a i lyn ,  com m ent ing  on 

the A m e r i c a n  educa t iona l  h i s to r i a n s  at  the t u r n  of the c en tu ry ,  w r i t e s :  

" F r o m  th e i r  own p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k  they knew enough of the e l ab o ra te  

involvement of school and soc ie ty  to r e l a t e  in s t ru c t io n  somehow to the 

en v i ronm en t .  The p r e s e n ta t i o n s  of the p a s t  have v iew ed  ed uca t ion  in 

a soc ia l  context p r i m a r i l y  as  a veh ic le  fo r  t r a n s m i t t i n g  the be l ie fs  and 

cu s to m s  of the r e s p e c t iv e  c u l tu re s  f r o m  g e n e r a t io n  to g e n e ra t io n ,  thus  

pe rpe tua t ing  the s ta tu s  quo.

The P r o b l e m

With th e se  concep ts  in mind, it is usefu l to exam ine  the 

so c ia l  fo r c e s  ex tant a t  the  t im e  of the founding of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t .  

This  un iv e r s i ty ,  i n a u g u ra ted  in E r l a n g e n ,  G e rm a n y ,  on  N o v em b er  4,

^ B e r n a r d  B a i lyn ,  Edu ca t io n  in the F o r m i n g  of A m e r i c a n  
Society:  Needs  and O p por tun i t ie s  for Study (C hap e l  Hill :  U n iv e r s i ty  of 
N o r th  C a ro l in a  P r e s s , I960) ,  p. 9; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  E d u -  
ca t io n  F o r m in g  A m e r i c a n  Societv.



1743, was  founded under  a c h a r t e r  g ran ted  by K a r l  VII, E m p e r o r  of 

the  Holy R om an  E m p i r e ,  and under  a s e r i e s  of ed ic ts  i s su e d  by F r e d 

e r i c k ,  M a r g ra v e  of B ay reu th .  The M a r g ra v a te  Bayreuth^  was  an

autonomous  gov e rn m en t ,  a m e m b e r  of the F r a n c o n ia n  C i r c l e ,  and

2 . . . 
within the f r a m e w o r k  of the Holy R o m an  E m p i r e .  This  p e r i o d  of t ime

is g e n e ra l ly  r e f e r r e d  to as "The  Age of A b s o l u t i s m . " However ,  this 

w as  a lso  a t im e  of change. The abso lu te  m o n a r c h  was g radua l ly  b e 

coming a benevo len t  m o n a r c h .  Th is  m o v e m e n t  w as  led by F r e d e r i c k

^The n a m es  of the H o h en zo l le rn  F ran c o n ia n  lands  and the 
t i t l e s  of t h e i r  r u l e r s  v a r i e d  th roughout  h i s to ry .  O r ig ina l ly  the F r a n 
con ian  H ohenzo l le rn s  w e r e  B u r g g r a f e n  von N ü rn b e rg  (B u r g r a v e s  o r  
G o v e rn o r s  of N ü r n b e r g ) , and th e i r  domain  w as  the B u r g g ra f tu m  or 
B u rg g r a f s c h a f t  von N ü rn b e rg  (B u rg r a v a te  of N ü r n b e r g ) . Following the 
acq u is i t io n  of M ark  B r a n d e n b u r g  by the family  in 1415, the lands  w e r e  
known as  M a r k g ra f tu m  or  M a r k g r a f  schaf t  B ra n d e n b u rg -A n sb ach -K u lm  - 
b a c h  ( M a r g ra v a te  B r  andenbur  g -A nsbach -K u lm bach) .  A f te r  the  founding 
of Die a l t e r e  m a r k g r a f l i c h  b ra n d e n b u rg i s c h e  l inie in F ra n k e n  (The o lder  
M a r g r a v a t e  B ran d en b u rg  Line in F r a n c o n ia ) ,  1640, the f i r s t  jun io r  line 
of the H oh en zo l le rn  F a m i ly ,  the lands  w e re  ca l l ed  the M a r g r a v a t e  A n s 
b ach -K u lm b ach .  Another  change in  n a m es  and t i t l e s  o c c u r r e d  upon the 
founding of Die jü n g e re  m a r k g r a f l i c h  b ra n d e n b u rg is ch e  Linie  in F  ranken  
(the J u n io r  M a r g r a v a t e  B ra n d en b u r g  L ines  in F ran c o n ia ) ,  1603. The 
F r a n c o n ia n  lan d s  w e re  div ided b e tw een  two h e i r s ,  the O be r land  (high- 
land) about K u lm b ach  and a  sm a l l  a r e a  of the U n te r lan d  (lowland) about 
E r l a n g e n  b e c a m e  the M a r g r a v a t e  K u lm bach ,  and the r e m a i n d e r  of the 
lowland about A nsbach  b e c a m e  the M a r g r a v a t e  Ansbach . One y e a r  l a t e r ,  
1604, the M a r g r a v e  of K u lm bach  m o v e d  his r e s id en c e  f r o m  Kulmbach  
to B ay reu th ,  and the nam e  w as  changed  to M a r g ra v a te  B ay reu th .  These  
lands  w e r e  a lso  r e f e r r e d  to as F u r s t e n t u m e r  (p r in c ip a l i t i e s ) .  The 
spel l ing  of the p lace  n a m es  in th e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  v a r i e d  th rough  t im e ,  
A nsbach  = Onolzpach , Onoltzpach,  Onspach ,  and Anspach;  B a y r e u th  = 
P a i r e u t ,  P a r r e u t ,  B a u r e i t ,  B a y r e u t ,  and B a i reu th ;  and K ulm bach  = 
C u lm b a c h  and Cul lem bach .

"Map 1, The F o r m e r  M a r g r a v a t e s  Ansbach  and B ay r eu th  
in R e la t ion  to G e rm a n y ,  1969, in f r a ,  p.  4.
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the G r e a t ,  who th rough  h is  favor i te  s i s t e r ,  W ilhe lmina ,  M arg rav in e  of 

B ay r eu th ,  e x e r t e d  a dom inan t  influence on the C o u r t  of his  b r o t h e r - i n -  

law, the founder of the un ive rs i ty .  E a r l y  s igns  w e r e  tha t  the p h y s io 

c r a t s ,  who w e r e  to take a lead ing pos i t ion  in the economy,  would  

s t r e n g th en  the a g r i c u l t u r a l - b a s e d  m e r c a n t i l i s m .  C o n c u r re n t ly ,  the 

a g r i c u l tu r a l  dominance  of the econom y w a s  being cha l lenged  by budding 

glove ,  l a ce ,  and stocking i n d u s t r i e s  in t roduced  by the F r e n c h  Huguenot 

co lonies  at  B a y r e u th  and  E r l a n g e n .  O r thodox  L u t h e r a n i s m  w as  c o n 

f ron ted  wi th  change f ro m  w ith in  by P i e t i s m  and f ro m  without by C a l 

v in i s m .  Many ad h e ren ts  of the L u th e ra n  C h u rc h  w e r e  tu rn ing  f r o m  

what  they c o n s id e r e d  a  theo log ica l ly  c r e e d -b o u n d  d o c t r in a l  s y s t e m  and 

s a c r e m e n t a r i a n  ins t i tu t ion  to w ha t  they b e l ie v ed  to  be a m o r e  p e r s o n a l  

fa ith .   ̂ R a t io n a l i sm ,  r e a l i s m ,  and e m p i r i c i s m ,  the dom inan t  p h i lo 

sophica l  thoughts ,  w e r e  in confl ic t .  I n te rp o s e d  b e tw een  the e x t r e m e s  

of these  ph i losophies  in th e i r  p u r e s t  f o r m s ,  w e r e  b lends  which  a cc e p ted  

som e of the p r e c e p t s  of the o th e r s .  This  fac t  is p robab ly  b e s t  i l l u s 

t r a t e d  by the w o rk s  of C h r i s t i a n  Wolff , 1679-1754, c o n s id e r e d  by some

as an  e x t r e m e  r a t i o n a l i s t ,  but who b a s e d  the content of his  r a t i o n a l i s m

2
on an  appea l  to e x p e r ien c e .  T h e s e  ph i losoph ies  p e n e t r a t e d  not only

 ̂" P i e t i s m , " E n c y c lo p ae d ia  B r i t a n n ic a ,  14th ed. , Vol.
XVII, 919.

2A lb e r t  E .  Avey, Handbook in the H is to ry  of Ph i losophy:  A 
C hro n o lo g ica l  Survey of W c s te rn  Thought 3500 B . C .  to the P r e s e n t ,  
Col lege  Outline S e r ie s  (New York: B a r n e s  & Noble ,  I n c . ,  1954), p. 151.



the  r e l ig io u s  life bu t  a l l  p h a s e s  of l ife and fo r m e d  the b a s i s  for the 

Aufklhrung (En l igh tenm ent ) .  As a  r e s u l t ,  educa t ion  p e r  se w as  u n d e r 

going change and deve lopm ent ,  and in t u r n  w as  an influence on the other 

soc ia l  f o r c e s .  B e r n a r d  B a i lyn  s t a t e s :  "But educa t ion  no t  only r e f l e c t s  

and ad jus t s  to socie ty ;  once f o r m e d ,  it  t u rn s  b a c k  upon i t  and ac ts  upon 

i t ,  . .

The  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i e s  of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  pub l ished  

in the subsequen t  two c e n tu r i e s  s ince  the founding a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c h r o n o 

log ica l  accoun ts  of p e r t i n e n t  happen ings  leading  to and following i ts  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  L i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  is  m ade  in th e se  accoun ts  to the e x 

is t ing socia l  fo r c e s  which  m a y  have e x e r t e d  an influence upon the 

founder  in  his  d e c i s io n  to e s t a b l i s h  the un iv e r s i ty .

It is b e l i e v ed  th a t  the d o m in an t  so c ia l  fo r c e s  of the " E r a  of 

A b so lu t i sm "  w e r e  e x e r t in g  p r e s s u r e s  upon the s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and 

co l lec t ive ly  f o r m e d  a d e te r m in in g  fa c to r  in the d ec i s io n  of M a r g r a v e  

F r e d e r i c k  to e s t a b l i s h  the F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t â t .  The hypothes is  m a y  

be s t a t e d  as:  The d e c i s io n  to e s t a b l i s h  F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t â t  is an 

exp la inab le  r e s u l t  of the in t e r a c t io n  of the dom inan t  so c ia l  f o r c e s  of 

the e r a .

D e s ig n  of the  Study

The s o c i a l  fo r c e s  s e l e c t e d  for inves t iga t ion  a r e  educa t ion .

^Bailyn,  E d u c a t io n  F o r m i n g  A m e r i c a n  S o c ie ty , p.  38.



e c o n o m i c s ,  go v e rn m en t ,  ph ilosophy ,  and  re l ig ion .  These  so c ia l  fo r c e s  

w e re  s e l e c te d  fo r  study because  they have e x e r t e d  p r e s s u r e s  upon e d u 

ca t iona l  thought o v e r  a cont inued  p e r io d  of t im e ,  and in t u r n  have been  

in f luenced  by educa tion .  They have b e e n  and p e rh a p s  c u r r e n t l y  p r e s e n t  

the m o s t  im p o r tan t  f o r c e s ,  w h ich  B r u b a c h e r  r e f e r s  to as  " the  p e re n n ia l  

and  p e r s i s t e n t  p r o b le m s  of educa t ion .  "

Th e  p r o c e d u r e s  for  the c o l le c t io n  of da ta  have c o n s i s t e d  of 

ex tens ive  r e s e a r c h  of o r ig in a l  d o c u m en ts  and  sch o la r ly  w o rk s  p e r t i n e n t  

to the founding of the u n iv e r s i ty  and  to  the  s o c i a l  fo r c e s  of the  s ix teen th ,  

sev en teen th ,  and  e igh teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  R e s e a r c h  w a s  conducted  by the 

au thor  a t  the U n iv e r s i t a t s  B ib l io thek ,  E r l a n g e n  G e r m a n y ,  w h e r e  o r i g i n a l  

m a n u s c r i p t s  w e r e  m ade  ava i lab le  for s tudy. T h ese  m a n u s c r i p t s  include;

(1) the c h a r t e r s  e s tab l i sh in g  the u n iv e r s i t y  g r a n t e d  by the Holy R o m an  

E m p e r o r ,  K a r l  VII and M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  of B a y r e u th ,  (2) s e v e r a l  

ed ic t s  p e r t a in in g  to  F r i e d r i c h s  A c ad e m y  and  the u n iv e r s i ty ,  and (3) 

M a r g r a v i n e  W i lh e lm in a ' s  l e t t e r  donating h e r  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  to the 

u n iv e r s i t y .  M ic r o f i lm  cop ies  of t h e s e  do cu m en ts  w e r e  fu r n i s h e d  the 

au thor  fo r  cont inued  study. N u m e r o u s  s c h o la r ly  w o rk s  p e r t a in in g  to 

the  u n iv e r s i ty  and the M a r g r a v a t e ,  o u t - o f - p r i n t  and  c u r r e n t l y  diff icult  

or im p o ss ib le  to obta in  e l s e w h e r e ,  w e r e  m a d e  ava i lab le  by the  l i b r a r y

^John  S. B r u b a c h e r ,  A H i s to r y  of the P r o b l e m s  of E d u c a t io n  
(New York : M c G ra w -H i l l  Book C o m p an y ,  I n c . ,  1947), p. xii .
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d i r e c t o r  and his s taff .  A s e a r c h  w as  a lso  conducted for p e r t in e n t  

m a t e r i a l s  concern ing  the M a r g r a v a t e  B ay reu th  in the State A rc h iv e s  at 

B a m b e r g  and N ü r n b e r g ,  and in the Ci ty  Arch ive  and C ity  L i b r a r y ,  E r 

langen . C o n s id e ra b le  t ime was  spent in v is i t ing  h i s to r i c a l  loca t ions  in 

the t e r r i t o r y  of the f o r m e r  M a r g r a v a t e s  Ansbach  and B ayreu th .  T h ese  

v i s i t s  included p a l a c e s . f o r t r e s s e s ,  o th e r  public  b u i ld in g s , pr iva te  

dwel l ings ,  v i l l a g e s ,  g a u s th a u s e r  ( inns),  a g r i c u l tu r a l  f i e ld s ,  and meadows.  

The e r a  w as  d i s c u s s e d  w i th  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a r c h iv i s t s ,  local  h i s to r i a n s ,  

c r a f t s m e n ,  and f a r m e r s  in  o r d e r  to s ec u re  an unders tand ing ,  and a 

feeling o r  sense  of the per iod .

This w o rk  is  an  e f fo r t  to invest igate  the s ta tus  of the d o m i 

nan t  so c ia l  fo r c e s  dur ing  the p e r io d  p reced in g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t â t ,  in 1743, to a s c e r t a i n  to w ha t  ex ten t  they w e re  

an  influence in  the d e t e r m in a t io n  fo r  the founding of the un ive rs i ty .  The 

in i t ia l  po r t io n  of t h i s  s tudy t r a c e s  the h i s t o r i c a l  developm ent  of h igher  

educa t ion  in the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  f r o m  M ar t in  L u t h e r ' s  r e c o m 

m enda t ion ,  July  18, 1529, to G eo rg e ,  M a r g ra v e  of A nsbach -K u lm bach ,  

tha t  an ins t i tu t ion  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  be e s tab l i shed .  The in f luences  of 

e d uca t ion  as  a  so c ia l  fo r c e ,  acting upon i t s e l f  and o ther  socia l  fo rce s ,  

a r e  in ves t iga ted  in  an a t t e m p t  to d e te r m in e  the ex tent  educa t ion  i t se l f  

c o n t r ib u te d  to the founding of the u n iv e r s i ty .  Econom ic  fo r c e s  i n v e s t i 

ga ted  include the p rev a i l in g  econom ic  sy s tem s  of the pe r iod ;  the r e 

s o u r c e s  of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  and the dem ands  made  upon those
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r e s o u r c e s .  R e l ig ious  and ph i losoph ica l  fo r c e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  toge the r  b e 

cause  of th e i r  c lo se  re la t io n sh ip  and in t e ra c t io n  and b e ca u se  a good 

p e r s p e c t iv e  cannot be a t ta ined  o th e rw ise .  T h e i r  influence upon the 

be l ie f s  and ac t iv i t ie s  of the m e m b e r  s of the c o u r t  and the populace  a t  

l a r g e  a re  exam ined .  The c o u r t  and  the g o v e rn m e n t ,  in l ike m a n n e r ,  

a r e  t r e a t e d  to g e th e r .  In a pe r io d  of a b so lu t i sm ,  the two a r e  in sep a rab le .  

The h i s to r i c a l  he r i t age  of the ru ling family  and c o u r t  a re  ex am in ed  and 

the s t r u c t u r e  of the g o v e rn m e n t  and i ts  n e e d s .  Inquiry  i s  made  into the 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and a c t iv i t i e s  of  the M a r g ra v e  and the influentia l  

m e m b e r s  of the co u r t ,  both  p e r m a n e n t  and t r a n s i e n t .  F in a l ly ,  the i n 

f lu e n c es ,  as d i s c lo se d  by the above inves t ig a t io n s ,  a r e  ana lyzed  as to 

t h e i r  ac t ion  upon one an o th e r  in o r d e r  to d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  they w e re  a 

f a c to r  in the M a r g r a v e ' s  dec is ion  to e s t a b l i s h  the un ive rs i ty .

Signif icance of the Study 

It is  be l ieved  tha t  an  inves t ig a t io n  of the validity  of the 

hypo thes i s  w il l  p rov ide  the s tudent  of the h i s to ry  of educa t ion  with:  (1) 

an  unders tand ing  of the dominan t  soc ia l  fo r c e s  in the M a r g ra v a te  B a y 

re u th  dur ing  the " E r a  of A b s o l u t i s m , "  (2) the in te ra c t io n  of the f o r c e s ,

(3) the ex ten t  of  t h e i r  influence on the d e c i s io n  by F r e d e r i c k  of B a y r e u th  

to e s t a b l i s h  F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t â t ,  and (4) an  i n c r e a s e d  a w ar e n e s s  and 

im p ro v ed  p e r s p e c t iv e  of the c u r r e n t  i n te r a c t io n  be tween  the ex is t ing  

socia l  fo r c e s  and educa t ion .



C H A P T E R  II

THE D EVELOPM ENT OF EDUCATION LEADING TO THE 

FOUNDING OF FRIEDRICHS UNIVERSITÂT

E duca t ion  in the Middle  Ages 

F o r m a l  educa t ion  in G e rm a n y  had its beginning in the e a r ly  

Middle Ages.  With the G e r m a n  adoption of C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e r e  came  

a l so  the adoption of the C h r i s t i a n  sy s te m  of educa t ion  w h ich  had been  

g radua l ly  developed by the C h u rch .  The m o n a s t ic  schools  w e r e  the 

o ld e s t  schools  in the C h r i s t i a n  sy s te m .  They w e re  developed by the 

Benedic t ine  o rd e r  and brough t  to G e rm a n y  in the e igh th  c en tu r y  th rough  

the ac t iv i t ie s  of Wynfri th (Saint  Boniface) ,  the "Apost le  of G e rm a n y "  

(680? -775) .  These  schools  w e r e  of two types:  the m o n a s t i c  school 

p r o p e r ,  schola  c l a u s t r i  o r  i n t e r io r  fo r  the t ra in ing  of m o n k s ,  and  the 

scho la  canonic  a  or e x t e r i o r  for the  t r a in ing  of the fu tu re  s e c u la r  p r i e s t s  

who did not d e s i r e  to follow the m o n a s t ic  l ife.  In addit ion to the above 

m o n a s t ic  schools ,  t h e r e  had a r i s e n  during the s ix th  c en tu ry  the c a th e d r a l  

schools  a t tached  to the b i sh o p 's  r e s id e n c e .  Two types  of c a th e d ra l  

schoo ls ,  in te r io r  and e x t e r i o r ,  eventua l ly  evolved  in l ike m a n n e r  to

10



the m o n a s t ic  schools .
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1

"The  m o r e  m o d e s t  of the educa t iona l  needs  of the Middle

2
Ages w e r e  taken  c a r e  of by the p a r o c h ia l  o r  p a r i s h  s c h o o l s . "  E d u 

ca t ion  of n e c e s s i t y  r e m a in e d  in the hands  of the c l e r i c s ,  as  only the 

" c h u r c h m e n  p o s s e s s e d  enough in fo rm a t io n  to en ab le  th e m  to be t e a c h e r s .  " 

T h e i r  m a in  p u rpose  was  to t r a i n  c h o i r  boys and aco ly tes  for the local  

p a r i s h ,  and a lso  to s p r e a d  the r u d im e n t s  of the  C h r i s t i a n  doc tr ine  among

the p a r i s h i o n e r s .  The aco ly tes  had  to know L a t in  in o r d e r  to r e p la c e  the

4
p r i e s t  w hen  he w as  not ava i lab le  for the ac t  of w o rsh ip .

C h a r l e m a g n e  (742-814) founded in 781 an i m p e r i a l  pa lace  

school,  sch o la  p a l a t i n a , a t  h is  r e s i d e n c e  in A achen  ( A ix - l a - C h a p e l l e ) , 

w h ic h  w as  an a t t e m p t  to combine  a l l  the educa t iona l  in s t i tu t ions  into one 

s y s t e m .  In 789 he i s s u e d  a  g e n e r a l  o r d e r  to e s t a b l i s h  schools  in c o n 

n ec t io n  w i th  e v e r y  m o n a s t e r y  and  c a th e d r a l ,  w h e r e  the boys  would be 

taught  the p s a l m s ,  the a lphabe t ,  L a t in  g r a m m a r ,  and the ca lcu la t ion  of

^ H e rm a n  W e im e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  P a d a g o g ik , Hsgb. von 
H einz  W e im e r  (16. Auflage; B e r l in :  W a l t e r  de G r u y te r  h Co. , 1964), 
p p .  2 3 - 2 5 .

^ H e r m a n  W e im e r ,  C o n c i se  H i s t o r y  of  E d u c a t io n , t r  a n s . by 
I. Lagnas  (New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1962), p. 23.

3
H a r r y  E l m e r  B a r n e s ,  An In te l l e c tu a l  and C u l tu ra l  H is to ry  

of the W e s te rn  W o r ld , Vol.  I: F r o m  the E a r l i e s t  T i m e s  Throughou t  the 
Middle Ages (3 rd  rev .  ed. ; New York : D over  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Inc.  , 1965), 
p. 348; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  In te l l e c tu a l  and C u l tu r a l  H i s t o r y .

4 „  „w e i m e r .  C o n c i se  H i s t o r y  of r .d u c a t io n , p. 23.

3
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the C h u rc h  holidays .  The b ishops  exam ined  th e se  boys who would 

fo rm  a new edu ca ted  c le r g y  and would be capable  of prov id ing  a 

C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  for everybody .  The m in im u m  of a C h r i s t i a n  e d u 

ca t ion  was  c o n s id e re d  by C h a r l e m a g n e  to be a knowledge o f  the L o r d ' s  

P r a y e r  and the C r e e d .  A s e r i e s  of d e c r e e s  fol lowed be tw een  801 and 

813 d i rec t ing  the c l e r g y m e n  to concen t ra te  on these  t a s k s .  A d e c ree  

of 809 o r d e r e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of p a r i s h  schools .  " It  is s t i l l  un 

c e r t a in  how far  the p r i e s t s  w e r e  able to put C h a r l e m a g n e ' s  policy 

r e c o m m en d a t io n s  into p r a c t i c e .  . . . E a r l y  m e d ie v a l  docum ents  

m en t ion  p a r i s h  schools  r a r e l y ;  it  is  only l a t e r  tha t  r e f e r e n c e s  becom e 

f a i r l y  f r equen t .  H ow eve r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  c e r t a i n  th a t  the m o n a s t i c  and 

c a t h e d r a l  schools  f lo u r i s h e d  under  C h a r l e m a g n e  and his  s u c c e s s o r s .

F u ld a ,  C o rv e y ,  Sankt G a l len  and R e ich e n au  w e r e  l ively  in te l lec tua l

2
c e n t e r s  in G e rm an y  dur ing  the  ninth  c en tu ry .

B a r n e s  d e s c r i b e s  the con ten t  of educa t ion  in the e a r l y  

m e d ie v a l  m o n a s t i c  schoo ls  as  " s l igh t ,  dull,  and l a r g e ly  tuned  to 

the s e r v i c e  of r e l ig io u s  in s t ru c t io n .  Specificcilly i t  w a s  l im i t ed  

to the seven  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and to  r e l ig io u s  su b jec t s .  F o r  the m o s t  p a r t ,  

in s t ru c t io n  did not go beyond  the f i r s t  t h r e e ,  the  s o - c a l l e d  t r i v iu m .

^ W eim er ,  C o n c i se  H is to ry  of Educa t ion ,  p.  25.

^ W eim er ,  G esch ich te  d e r  P a d a g o g ik , p. 26; B a r n e s ,  
In te l le c tua l  and C u l tu r a l  H i s t o r y , I, 348.

3
B a r n e s ,  In te l l e c tu a l  and C u l tu ra l  H i s t o r y , I, 349.
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P a u l s e n ,  in h is  d i s c u s s io n  of the q u a f iv iu m ,  the a r t e s  r e a l e s , s ta tes ;

All th e se  s c i e n c e s ,  how ever ,  w e r e  sub jec t  to the 
u l t im a te  goal which a s s e r t s  its p red o m in a n ce  in the th i rd  
s tag e ,  i . e . ,  theology, the sc ien t i f ic  knowledge of r e v ea led  
t ru th .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  va lue w as  a t t a ch ed  to th e m  only in 
so fa r  a s  they  could fu r th e r  i n t e r p r e t  the S c r ip tu re .

The t ra in ing  of the young a r i s t o c r a t  in the " Arts of K n igh t 

h o o d , "  a deve lopm ent  d i r e c t ly  f r o m  the C r u s a d e s ,  was  conducted by a 

p r o c e s s  r e f e r r e d  to as "The School of C h iv a l ry .  " "T h is  cu l tu re  was 

not r e g a r d e d  as ' l e a rn in g ,  ' no r  w as  it a c q u i r e d  by a c a d e m ic  ins t ruc t ion .  

In the  Middle Ages no want w as  fe l t  for schoo ls  e sp e c ia l l y  adapted to the 

need s  of young c a v a l i e r s  l ike the ' R i t t e r - A k a d e m ie n ' of the seven teen th  

c e n tu r y .  T h e  young noble was  t r a i n e d  by h is  fam ily  o r  a p p ren t iced  

to a ne ighbor ing  noble ,  w h e re  he r e c e i v e d  t r a in in g  in the p r o p e r  c o u r t  

e t ique t te  and  p r o c e d u r e s ,  and in the knight ly  a c t iv i t i e s  of jous ting ,  

h o r s e m a n s h i p ,  fa lcon ry ,  boxing, singing,  sw im m ing ,  and c h es s .  

T r a in i n g ,  p r a c t i c in g ,  and te s t ing  in the kn igh ts '  code of conduct p r e -

3
c e d e d  the c e r e m o n i a l  in i t i a t io n  into knighthood.

The f i r s t  g r e a t  in te l l e c tua l  r e v iv a l ,  s c h o la s t i c i s m ,  began  

abou t  the n in th  and continued into the twelf th  cen tu ry .  S cho la s t ic i sm

F r i e d r i c h  P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  Education: P a s t  and P r e s e n t , 
t r  a n s . by T . L o r e n z  (New York: C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons,  1908), pp. 
17-18; h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n .

2
P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , pp.  6-7.

3^  ̂ ^  ^ „
C a r r o l l  A tk inson  and  Eugene T. Male ska.  The Story of

E d u c a t io n  (New York: B an tam  Books ,  1964), pp. 43-44 .
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has  been  identi fied wi th  the A r i s to t e l i a n  deductive  logic ,  as  i n t e r p r e t e d  

by the s c h o la r s  of the late Middle Ages .  H ow ever ,  s c h o l a s t i c i s m  is 

known m o s t  commonly  a s  (1) the p ro c e d u r e  for se lec t in g  and c lass i fy ing  

g e n e r a l  p r in c ip le s  o r  s t a t e m e n t s  of the r e l ig io u s  and c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r i t i e s ,

(2) s y s te m a t i c a l l y  com m ent ing  upon th e m ,  (3) exam in ing  the a rg u m e n ts  

p ro  and con, and (4) drawing conc lus ions  r e g a rd in g  them .  ^

Sch o la rs  w e re  l im i t e d  to defending only those th ings  which  

the C h u rc h  held  orthodox. The l e c t u r e  and  the debate  w e r e  u sed  in the 

in s t ruc t ion .  F i r s t ,  the l e c t u r e r  r e a d  the tex t  slowly,  p e r m i t t i n g  the 

s tudents  to copy the au thor i ta t ive  w o rd s  w i th  the g l p s s a r i e s  and anno

ta t ions .  Then followed the d ispu ta t ion ;  indiv iduals  o r  g roups  of  s tudents  

opposed  each  o the r .  The g e n e r a l  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  the se l e c t io n  of t h e s i s ,

followed by the offering of p roof ,  r a i s i n g  and re fu t ing  the ob jec t ions ,

2
and t r e a t i n g  the e n t i r e  p r o p o s i t io n  in a m in u te ly  log ica l  m a n n e r .

In the e a r ly  t h i r t e e n th  cen tu ry ,  S c h o la s t i c i sm  und e rw en t  a 

m od if ica t ion  and, a f te r  a b i t t e r  s t ru g g le ,  r e a c h e d  i ts  h ighes t  fo rm .

Saint Thom as  Aquinas  (c. 1225-1274) pub l i sh ed  a  c o m p r o m i s e  and union 

of A r i s to te l i a n  philosophy and  C h u r c h  theology w i th in  a highly log ica l  

sy s te m  en t i t led  Sum m a Theo lo g ica ,  w h ich  r e m a i n s  today the au thor i ta t ive  

expos i t ion  of R om an  Catholic  theology. ^

^Atkinson and Male ska.  S tory  of Educa t ion ,  pp. 45-46 .

^I b i d . , p. 46. ^Ibid.  , p. 47.
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An educa t iona l  innovation of the high Middle Ages  w as  the 

r i s e  of the u n iv e r s i t i e s  which  m a r k s  a new epoc in W e s te rn  educa t iona l  

h i s to ry .  P a u l s e n  s ta tes  tha t  "an  ove rw he lm ing  p a ss io n  for the p u r s u i t  

of knowledge ca l led  into ex is tence  new s c i e n c e s . "  He e n u m e r a t e s :  (1) 

A be la rd  (1079-11421 and the snecula tive  theolopv and nhilosoohv. (21
* •  « X A x y * * *

I r n e r i u s  ( 1050? -11 30 ?) and the new j u r i s p r u d e n c e  p r i m a r i l y  a sc ience  

of the old  R o m an  Law, and (3) A lb e r tu s  Magnus (1193? o r  1206?-1280)  

with  the new phys ica l  m e d ic a l  s c ien ce .  "All  th e se  new s t r iv in g s  a f te r  

knowledge found a p p ro p r ia t e  e x p r e s s i o n  to w ard s  the c lose  of the t h i r 

te en th  cen tu ry  in a new ins ti tu tion,  tha t  independent but  off ic ia lly  r e c o g 

n ized  c o r p o r a t io n  of s c h o la r s  which cam e  to be known as  the U n iv e r s i ty .  " 

W e im er  poin ts  out  tha t  the sch o la s t i c  philosophy which  had 

a r i s e n  in the e leven th  cen tu ry  a t t r a c t e d  so m any  s ch o la r s  tha t  the 

c a th e d r a l  and m o n a s t e r y  schools  p roved  insuff ic ien t .  F r e e  c o m m u n i t ie s

of p r o f e s s o r s  and s tuden ts  a r o s e ,  known by the L a t in  name U n iv e r s i t a s

2
m a g i s t r o r u m  et s c h o l a r u m , our p r e s e n t - d a y  " u n i v e r s i t y . "

R he inha rd t ,  in a d i s c u s s io n  of the founding of the u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  

s t a t e s  tha t  w i th  "the expans ion  of t r ad e  and c o m m e r c e  and the c o n c e n 

t r a t i o n  of p r o s p e r i t y  and cu l tu re  in the c i t ie s  m a d e  not only for a r i c h e r  

l ife but a m o r e  com plex  concept  of l iving. " He a lso  points  out th a t  as

^ P au lsen ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p. 20.

W e im er ,  Concise  H is to ry  of JLducation, p. 30.
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a r e s u l t  new p ro b le m s  a r o s e ,  the solu tion of which  d em an d ed  g r e a t e r

depth and a c u te n e s s  of m e n ta l  t r a in in g  than  could  be p ro v id e d  by the

m o n a s t a r y  and c a th e d r a l  s ch o o ls .  As a n e c e s s i t y  t h e r e  a r o s e  between

the twelfth and s ix teen th  c e n t u r i e s ,  the new ins t i tu t ion  of  h igher  lea rn ing ,

1
the un iv e r s i ty ,  m o s t ly  under  the  s p o n so r s h ip  of the chu rch .

The p r o c e s s  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  c a th e d r a l  schoo ls  to 

u n iv e r s i t i e s  cam e  about g rad u a l ly .  The n in th  cen tu ry  school of med ic ine  

a t  Sa le rno  is g e nera l ly  c o n s id e r e d  by s c h o la r s  as  p robab ly  the f i r s t  

E u r o p e a n  un iv e r s i ty .  ^ It is  gene redly a g r e e d  by s c h o l a r s  tha t  the U n i 

v e r s i t y  a t  Bologna  was the second  o ldest ;  a l though e x a c t  d a te s  of founding 

a r e  im poss ib le  to d e t e r m i n e ,  bo th  w e r e  in p o s i t io n s  of p ro m in en c e  in th e i r  

r e s p e c t iv e  fie lds  by the twelf th  cen tu ry .  The u n iv e r s i ty  m o v e m e n t  was 

t r a n s p l a n t e d  f r o m  I ta ly  to F r a n c e  wi th  the founding of the  U n iv e r s i ty  of 

P a r i s  in 1180. More  than  fo r ty  u n iv e r s i t i e s  w e re  founded dur ing  the 

t h i r t e e n th  and fo u r tee n th  c e n t u r i e s .  The u n iv e r s i ty  m o v e m e n t  w a s  late 

a r r i v i n g  in G e rm a n y  b e c a u s e  the m en d ican t  o r d e r s  a t t e m p te d  to rev ive  

the im p o r tan ce  of the t r a d i t i o n a l  m o n a s t e r y  schools  t h r o u g h  an  e n t h u s i 

a s t i c  study of the new s c h o la s t i c  theology. T h e s e  s ch o o l s ,  how ever ,  

su f fe red  f rom  a lack  of f a c u l t i e s  of m e d ic in e  and j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  and

K u r t  F . R e i n h a r d t ,  G e rm an y :  2000 Y e a r s ,  Vol.  1: The R ise  
and F a l l  of the "Holy E m p i r e "  (New York: F r e d e r i c k  U n g a r  Publ i sh ing  
Co. , 1961), p. 137; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  G e r m a n y .

^Atk inson and Male ska ,  Sto ry  of E d u ca t io n ,  p.  49.
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the founding of the  G e r m a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  could  no longer  be de layed .  ^

The o ldes t  of the u n iv e r s i t i e s  founded w i th in  the b o u n d a r ie s  of the old

G e r m a n  E m p i r e  w e r e  (1) P r a g , 1348; (2) Wien, 1365; (3) H e id e lb e rg ,

1385; (4) Kbln,  1388; (5) E r f u r t ,  1392. Twelve addit ional u n iv e r s i t i e s

w e r e  founded within  the b o u n d a r i e s  of G e r m a n y  p r i o r  t o  the R e f o r m a t i o n ;

(1) W ürzburg ,  1402; (2) L e ioz ig ,  1409; (3) R o s to ck ,  1419; (4) G re i f sw a ld ,

1456; (5) F r e i b u r g ,  1457; (6) B a s e l ,  1460; (7) Ingo ls tad t ,  1472; (8) T r i e r ,

1473; (9) Mainz ,  1477; (10) Tub ingen ,  1477; (11) W it tenberg ,  1502; and

2
(12) F r a n k f u r t - a m - O d e r , 1506.

The U n ive rs i ty  of  P a r i s  w a s  the m o d e l  for the G e r m a n  un i

v e r s i t i e s  w i th  some s light ex ce p t io n s ,   ̂ and w as  the  r e c o g n ize d  au tho r i ty  

in theo log ica l  and  ph i losophical  s tu d ie s .   ̂ Fo llowing the p re c e d e n c e  of 

the U n iv e r s i ty  of P a r i s ,  the u n iv e r s i t y  as  an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  in s t i tu t ion  

w as  e x em p t  f r o m  civ il  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and s u b jec t  to the d i s c ip l in a r y  po w ers  

v e s t e d  in the faculty ,  whose m e m b e r s  w e re  r e sp o n s ib le  only to the pope.  

"T h e  c h a r t e r  for  the founding of a u n iv e r s i ty  m ig h t  be g r a n t e d  by the 

e m p e r o r ,  the k i n g , o r  the p o p e . In p r a c t i c e ,  the m a j o r i t y  of the

^W e im er ,  C onc ise  H i s t o r y  of Educa t ion ,  p. 3.

^R e in h a rd t ,  G e r m a n y , I, 138; Map 2, P r e - R e f o r m a t i o n  
G e r m a n  U n iv e r s i t i e s ,  1346-1506 , i n f r a , p. 18.

3
Nathan  S chachne r ,  The M ed ieva l  U n iv e r s i t i e s ,  P e r p é t u a  

Books  (New York: A. S. B a r n e s  & C om pany ,  I n c . ,  1962), p. 307.

“̂ P au lsen ,  G e r m a n  E d u ca t ion ,  p. 21.

5
R e in h a rd t ,  G e r m a n y , pp.  138-39.
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u n iv e r s i t i e s  r e c e iv e d  c h a r t e r s  o r  p a ten t s ,  S t i f tungsbr ie fe  o r  P r i v i l i l e g i e n , 

f r o m  m o r e  than one so u rc e .  Usually  they w e r e  i s su e d  by the r e s p e c t iv e  

s e c u la r  s o v e re ig n ,  as wel l  as f ro m  e i t h e r  the pope o r  e m p e r o r .  "The 

p o s s e s s i o n  of such  a pa ten t  s e r v e d  as the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  fea tu re  of a 

l e g i t im a te  u n iv e r s i t y . "

The u n iv e r s i t i e s  w e r e  founded as  independent c o rp o ra t io n s  

of t e a c h e r s  and s tudents  and w e r e  g ra n te d  c e r t a i n  p r iv i l eg e s  by the 

s p i r i t u a l  and s ec u la r  r u l e r s .  The four m o s t  im p o r ta n t  p r iv i l e g e s  w e re :

(1) the  r ig h t  of teach ing ,  exam in ing ,  and gran t ing  of d e g r e e s ,  (2) the 

r ig h t  of s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  in acco rd a n ce  to  t h e i r  own s ta tu te s  and r e g u 

la t ions ,  (3) the r ig h t  of s e p a ra t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ove r  th e i r  own m e m b e r s ,  

inc luding exempt ion  f ro m  con t ro l  by the n o r m a l  c o u r t s  of law, and  (4) 

immuni ty  f r o m  taxes  o r  im p o s t s  by the t e r r i t o r i a l  o r  m u n ic ip a l  a u t h o r i 

t i e s .

The u n iv e r s i ty  was  d iv ided  into facu l t ie s  for  the p u rp o se  of 

con t ro l l ing  the teaching  and ex am in a t io n s .  T h ree  of these  facu l t i e s  

w e r e  for  spec ia l  s tud ies ;  (1) theology,  (2) law, and (3) m e d ic in e .  A 

fo u r th  faculty  w as  one of a g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  the faculty  of a r t s ,  b a s e d  

upon a m odif ica t ion  of the old A r t e s  l i b é r a l e s .  E a c h  faculty  e l e c t e d  a

^Georg Kaufmann,  Die G esch ich te  de r  D eu tschen  U n i v e r s i -  
t a ten .  B and  I: V orgesch ich te  (S tuttgart:  V e r l a g  der J .  G. C o t t a ' s c h e n  
Buchhandlung, 1888), p. 371, m y  t r a n s la t io n .  H e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to 
as  D eu tschen  U n ive rs i ta ten .
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dean  f rom  its m e m b e r s h i p .  The e s s e n t i a l  bu s in es s  of the faculty  was  

the a r r a n g e m e n t  for  the holding of l e c t u r e s ,  d ispu ta t ions ,  exam in a t io n s ,  

and the con fe r r in g  of d e g r e e s .  The m a s t e r ' s  d e g re e ,  M a g i s t e r  A r t i u m , 

M a s t e r  o f A r t s , M. A. , w as  g ra n t e d  a f te r  the s tudent  had p ro v e n  his 

e ff ic iency  in def ining,  d i s cu s s in g ,  and defending c e r t a in  p ro p o s i t io n s  in 

a tho rough  examinat ion .  The d o c t o r ' s  deg ree  w as  g ra n te d  for s p e c i a l i 

za t ion  in one of the p r o f e s s i o n s ,  and  r e q u i r e d  an exam ina t ion  he ld  in 

public .  The m a s t e r ' s  and the d o c to r ' s  d e g re e s  c a r r i e d  w i th  th e m  the 

p r iv i l eg e  of lec tu r ing  in the faculty  in which  the d eg ree  had  been  g r a n t e d .^

The noted G e r m a n  h i s to r i a n ,  Leopold  von Ranke  (1795-1886),  

d e s c r ib e d  the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  influence upon the u n iv e r i s i t i e s .

Meanwhile  the whole in te l lec tua l  energy  of the  age 
flowed in the channe ls  m a r k e d  out by the church .  G e rm a n y  
is a s t r ik ing  exam ple  to  what an  ex ten t  the popular  m in d  of 
a  na tion  of the West  r e c e iv e d  i t s  d i re c t io n  f rom  e c c l e s i 
a s t i c a l  p r in c ip le s .

The g r e a t  w orkshops  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  the G e r m a n  un i 
v e r s i t i e s ,  w e r e  all m o r e  or  l e s s  colonies  o r  b r a n c h e s  of 
th a t  of P a r i s - - e i t h e r  d i r e c t ly  sprung  f ro m  it, l ike the 
e a r l i e r ;  o r  ind i rec t ly ,  l ike the l a t t e r .  T h e i r  s t a tu te s  s o m e 
t i m e s  begin  w i th  a eulogy on the Alma M a te r  of P a r i s .  F r o m  
th a t  m o s t  anc ien t  s e a t  of l e a r n in g ,  too,  had the  whole  sy s te m  
of schoo lm en ,  the c o n t r o v e r s y  between N o m in a l i sm  and 
R e a l i s m ,  the p re p o n d e ran c y  of the theo log ica l  f a c u l t y - - " t h a t  
b r i l l i a n t  s ta r  f ro m  w h ich  every th ing  re c e iv e d  l ight and l i fe ,  " - -  
p a s s e d  over  to them .  In the theologica l  faculty  the P r o f e s s o r  
of Sentences  had  the p re c ed e n cy ,  and the B a c c a l a u r e u s  who 
r e a d  the Bible  w as  obliged to allow him to d e t e r m in e  the hour

^ P au ls e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , pp. 21-23.

^R e inhard t ,  G e r m a n y ,  I, 138; Weim.er,  C onc ise  H is to ry  
of Educa t ion ,  p. 32.
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of h is  l e c t u r e .  In some u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  none but a c l e r k  who 
had  r e c e iv e d  at l e a s t  in f e r io r  o rd ina t ion ,  could be chosen  
R e c t o r .  The whole of educa t ion ,  f r o m  the f i r s t  e l e m e n t s  
to the h ighes t  d igni t ies  of l e a r n in g ,  w as  conducted  in one 
and the same s p i r i t .  D ia tec t i c a l  d i s t in c t io n s  in t ruded  
t h e m s e lv e s  into the v e r y  r u d im e n t s  o f  g r a m m a r ;  and the 
e l e m e n t a r y  books of the e lev e n th  and twelf th  c e n tu r i e s  
w e r e  cons tan t ly  r e t a in e d  as the g roundw ork  of learn ing :  
h e r e ,  too,  the s am e  ro a d  w a s  s tead i ly  p u r s u e d  w hich  
had b e en  m a r k e d  out a t  the t im e  of the foundation of the 
h i e r a r c h i a l  power .  ^

By the c lose  of the f if teenth  cen tu ry ,  th e re  had developed 

wi th in  G e rm a n y  an educa t iona l  sy s te m  adap ted  to the needs  of the t o w n s 

m en .  As  the c i t ies  g rew ,  the t r a d e s  within  a l so  advanced. I t  soon 

evolved tha t  the f o r m e r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  school  s y s t e m  wi th  an  e x c e s s iv e  

a c c e n t  upon r e l ig io u s  t r a in ing  did not m e e t  the  needs  of the i n d u s t r i a l  

and c o m m e r c i a l  ci ty.  The new s y s t e m  w a s  developed  p a r t i a l l y  by the 

guilds ,  and led  to the pos i t ions  of a p p re n t i c e ,  com pan ion ,  and m a s t e r .  

Many of the m o n a s t e r y  and  c a th e d r a l  schoo ls ,  even tua l ly  b e c a m e  "town 

schoo ls"  o r  "counci l  s c h o o l s . "  The  f i r s t  te a che r  s o f  these  s e c u la r  

schools  w e r e  usually  p r i e s t s .  L a t e r  g r a d u a te s  of the facul ty  of a r t s

b e c a m e  dom inan t  a s  the  t e a c h e r s .  F r o m  the f i f teen th  cen tu ry ,  m any  of

2
th e se  new schools  w e r e  founded by m u n ic ip a l i t i e s .  In an  a s s e s s m e n t

^Leopold  von R a n k e , D eu tsche  G esch ich te  in Z e i t a l t e r  der 
R e f o r m a t i o n , Hsgb. von H o r s t  M ichae l  (Ham burg :  G u t t e n b u rg -v e r l a g  
C h r i s t i e n s e n  & Co.  , o . J . ) ,  I, 124-25,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  
Deutsche  G e s i c h i c h t e ; Leopold  von R anke ,  H i s to r y  of the R e f o r m a t io n  
in G e r m a n y , t r a n s .  by S a ra h  A us t in  (New York: F r e d e r i c k  U ngar  P u b 
li sh ing  Co. , 1966), I, 118-19, h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  H is to r y  of  the 
R e f o r m a t i o n .

^W eim er ,  C o n c i s e  H i s to r y  of  Educat ion,  pp. 35 -37 .
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of the high and la te  Middle Ages ,  W e im er  s t a t e s  tha t  they "w ere  no m o r e  

capable  than  the p re v io u s  p e r i o d  of any r e a l  p r o g r e s s  in e duca t iona l  

m e th o d s  o r  t h e o r y . "  He c i tes  such  th e o r e t i c a l  w r i t in g s  as Hugo de 

Sain V i c t o r ' s  (1096? -1141) Book of L e a rn in g  (D isca l io n ), Vincent of 

B e a u v a i s ' s  (1264-? )  On the E d u ca t io n  of P r i n c e s , and the books  of 

iden t ica l  t i t l e s ,  The M i r r o r  of P r i n c e s  (De Reg im ine  P r i n c i p u m ) by 

A egid ius  R o m an u s  ( ? - ? )  and E n g l e b e r t  of Admont ( ? -1 331 ).

An o v e ra l l  eva lu a t io n  by R e in h a rd t  is: "The  s t a n d a r d  of

g e n e r a l  educa t ion  w as  r e l a t i v e ly  high in the f if teenth cen tu ry .  I t  s e e m s

eviden t  th a t  the m a jo r i t y  of the popula tion  had a cq u i r ed  the e s s e n t i a l s
2

of r ead ing ,  w r i t ing ,  and a r i t h m e t i c . "  P a u l s e n  a l so  looks w i th  favor  on 

the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of educa t ion  during th is  p e r io d .  He w r i t e s :

A s u rv e y  of the whole  of the  educa t iona l  m o v e m e n t  
dur ing  the second  ha l f  of the Middle Ages cannot leave  
ro o m  for any doubt th a t  they r e p r e s e n t e d  a pow erfu l  a d 
vance  in g e n e r a l  c u l tu r e .  Above all ,  it is c l e a r  tha t  s c h o 
l a s t i c  educa t ion ,  and wi th  it p r e s u m a b ly  in te l lec tua l  
c u l tu re ,  had  e n o rm o u s ly  ga ined  in extent .  In the f i r s t  
p lace ,  a l l  W es te rn  na t ions  could  show a b r o a d  c u l tu r a l  
s t r a t u m  which  had r e c e i v e d  an a c a d e m ic ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
h a l f - a c a d e m ic  education.

P a u l s e n ,  quoting s t a t i s t i c s  f rom  E u l e n b u r g ' s  Die F r e q u e n c e  

d e r  d eu tsch en  U niver  s i t a ten  von i h r e r  G r  undung b is  zur  G eg en w ar t  

(Le ipz ig ,  1904) about the y e a r  1500, s ta t e s  tha t  th e re  w e r e  t h r e e  of

1 2Ib id . , p. 37, R e in h a rd t ,  G e r m a n y , 1, 203.

3
P a u l s e n ,  Ge r m a n  E d u e a t io n , pp. 31 -32 .
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four thousand  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i ty  s tuden ts ,  not count ing th o se  attending 

Wien and  P r a g  n o r  those  in fo re ign  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  He concludes  tha t  

th e r e  w e r e  p ro b a b ly  6, 000 to ta l  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i ty  s tuden ts  and th a t  on 

an  a v e r a g e  of two y e a r s  spen t  a t  the  u n iv e r s i t y ,  t h e r e  would  have been 

a p p ro x im a te ly  60 ,000  s tuden ts  in a t w e n ty - y e a r  s p a n - - "  an as ton ish ing  

figure  a t  a t im e  when  the c l a s s  of g o v e rn m e n t  o f f ic ia ls  f r o m  whom a 

p r e v io u s  a c a d e m ic  t r a in in g  is r e q u i r e d  had not y e t  com e  into e x i s t en c e .  

We m u s t  add to th e se  the  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of th ose  who had a c q u i r e d  a 

s e m i - a c a d e m i c  ed uca t ion  a t  the city or  c h a p te r  s c h o o l s . "

The fo rego ing  su rv e y  of the  deve lo p m en t  of f o r m a l  educa t ion  

and the schools  in G e r m a n y  during the Middle Ages  shows a long p r o 

t r a c t e d ,  bu t  cont inuous ,  in c r e a s e  in n u m b e r s  and types  of schools  with  

a n  i n c r e a s e  in a t t endance  but l im i t ed  con ten t ,  bound by s c h o la s t i c i s m ,  

and  c o n t r o l  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  by the C h u rc h .

H u m a n ism  and E d u ca t io n  

The h u m a n is t  m o v e m e n t  h ad  i ts  beginning in italy during the 

fo u r te e n th  cen tu ry .  Two I ta l ian  w r i t e r s ,  F r a n c e s c o  P e t r a r c a  ( P e t r a r c h ,  

P e t r a c c o )  (1304-1374) ,  and Giovanni B o cc a cc io  (1313-1375) w e r e  the 

p i o n e e r s  of H u m a n ism  and gave it the " a r t i s t i c  and a e s th e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  

th a t  sh a rp ly  d i f f e r en t ia te d  it f ro m  the Middle A ges .  . . . P e t r a r c a

^Ibid.
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r e v iv e d  the study of L a t in  c l a s s i c s ;  B occacc io  also d i s c o v e r e d  the G reek

c l a s s i c s  as s o u rc e s  of beauty  and c u l t u r e . "  The fo l lowers  of H um an ism

b e cam e  g r e a t  a d m i r e r s  and im i ta to r s  of the Latin  language ,  Rom an a r t ,

and of the c l a s s i c a l  ways  of l ife.  The h u m an is t  looked upon educa t ion

not only as  a m eans  to the t ra in ing  of e c c l e s i a s t i r s  bu t  a l so  as  va luable

for i ts  own s a k e . The m o v e m e n t  was soon given the name " R e n a i s s a n c e ,  "

a w o r d  of F r e n c h  o r ig in  denoting a r e b i r t h .  Although the t e r m  w as  used

to denote a r e b i r t h  of the whole of c l a s s i e a l  cu l tu re ,  it b e cam e  a t e r m

appl ied  p r i m a r i l y  to the  fine a r t s .  ^

Holborn ,  in h is  d i s c u s s io n  of h u m a n i s m , s ta tes :

To ca l l  any a t t e m p t  to im prove  La t in  style o r  e x 
p r e s s i o n  h u m an is t ic  is r a t h e r  m is le a d in g .  Such e f fo r t s  
w e re  w id e s p r e a d  in G e rm a n y  as  w e l l  a s  in F r a n c e  and 
England and could be u nde r taken  by thorough  schoo lm en .
Nor  can  the s e a r c h  fo r  c l a s s i c  tex ts  as such  be ca l led  

2h u m a n i s m .

He continues  his d i s c u s s io n  wi th  the s t a t em e n t  tha t  i t  is  only when the

p u r s u i t  of the c l a s s i c s  w e r e  unde r taken  wi th  the intent of gaining a

"d is t inc t"  philosophy o r  life o r  e s t a b l i s h  n o r m s  fo r  the conduct  of

3
hum an  a f fa i r s  "does it make  sense  to speak  of h u m a n i s m .  "

The h um an is t  m o v e m e n t  did not stop shor t  a t  the m e r e

^W eim ar ,  C onc ise  H is to ry  of  E d u c a t io n , pp.  38-39.

2
Hajo Holborn ,  A H is to ry  of M odern  G e r m a n y ,  Vol.  I: The

R ef o rm a t io n  (New York: A lf red  A. Knopf,  1961), p. 105.

3., .  ,
i O l Q .
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r e v iv a l  of c l a s s i c a l  antiquity .  The m o v e m e n t  m ade  the individual 

con sc io u s  of se l f ,  his own c h a r a c t e r ,  and his w o r th  a s  an  individual.  

With th i s  c o n sc io u sn es s  cam e the d e s i r e  to f r ee  h i m s e l f  f r o m  the soc ia l  

bonds im posed  upon h im  by the c la s s  into w h ich  he had been  b o rn ,  and 

f ro m  the C hurch  which  he ld  h im in the f e t t e r s  of its dogma. Above all ,  

the individua l w ish ed  to develop his  own p e r so n a l i t y .  R a t io n a l  thought ,  

which had  p re v io u s ly  s e r v e d  theo log ica l  p u r p o s e s ,  w as  to be u sed  as 

the m e a n s  for  the individual to achieve  his  a im s .  W e im er  s t a t e s ,  "The 

h u m a n is t  w an ted  to invest iga te  th is  w o r ld ,  to m a s t e r  it and  to e n r i c h  

h i m s e l f  w i th  i ts  ou te r  and in n e r  t r e a s u r e s .  He a l so  w an ted  to be happy 

in it.

The R e n a i s s a n c e  c r o s s e d  the  Alps  into G e rm a n y  about a 

c en tu ry  a f t e r  the  dea ths  of P e t r a r c a  and B o ccacc io ,  bu t  w as  not adopted 

as  a philosophy of life in the n o r th .  The I ta l ian  R e n a i s s a n c e  w as  one of 

the e x t e r n a l  f o r m s  of cu l tu re  and a  philosophy  of sensuous  beauty .  The 

G e r m a n s  w e re  m o r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  the subs tance  than  w i th  the a p p e a r 

ance of th ings .  H ow ever ,  " the  in te l lec tua l  l e a d e r s  of the  G e r m a n  na t ion

w e r e  deeply  in  sympathy  w i th  those  sch o la r ly  e f fo r t s  tha t  dea l t  w i th  the

2
t i m e l e s s  va lues  and i n t e r e s t s  of h u m a n i ty . "

In I ta ly  the h u m a n i s t  m o v e m e n t  had  b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  an  in t e l 

l e c tu a l  and ph i losoph ica l  m o v e m e n t .  Upon i ts  adoption in the n o r th  by

^W eim er ,  C o n c i s e  H is to r y  of Educat ion,  pp. 38-39 .

2
R e in h a rd t ,  G e rm a n y ,  I, 248.
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the G e r m a n s  it becam e  r a t h e r  a s t rong  m o r a l  and educa t io n a l  fo rce .

The n u m b er  of G e r m a n  h u m a n is t s  i n c r e a s e d  rap id ly  dur ing

the second  half  of the fi f teenth  cen tu ry .  The  f i r s t  of th e s e ,  Rudolf

A g r ic o la  (1443-1485),  known a s  "the  fa th e r  of G e r m a n  h u m a n i s m , "  was

a N e th e r l a n d e r  but had s tud ied  in G e rm a n y .  L a t e r  in Italy he b e c a m e

p ro f ic i e n t  in G reek .  He l e c t u r e d  a t  H e id e lb e rg  on c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e

w hich  he lped  to m a k e  tha t  u n iv e r s i ty  a c e n te r  of h u m a n i s t i c  s tud ies .

Jo h n  W ese l  (1420-1489) was  a  l e c t u r e r  on philosophy a t  H e id e lb e rg .

Another  l e c t u r e r  w a s  A lexande r  Hegius  (1433-1489),  the t e a c h e r  of the

2
young E r a s m u s  (1466?-1536) .

"The language and l i t e r a t u r e  of pagan  antiquity  b e c a m e  the 

b a s i s  of a ca d e m ic  educa tion ,  a pos i t ion  f ro m  w h ich  they  have  n e v e r  yet  

b e e n  d is lodged  in m u ch  of E u ro p e  and only in the tw en t ie th  cen tu ry  in 

the United S t a t e s . " ^  S c h o la s t i c i s m  lo s t  i t s  dominance  in the theo log ica l  

and ph i losoph ica l  c u r r i c u l a .  The e n th u s i a s m  for the c l a s s i c s  b e c a m e  

con tag ious  among the l e a r n e d  m e n  and p e r m e a t e d  the u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The 

c l a s s i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  in it ia l ly  a ccep ted  by the I ta l ian  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

^R e inhard t ,  G e rm a n y ,  I, 248.

E r n e s t  John Knapton, E u ro p e  1450-1815, Vol. I: The  
E m e r g e n c e  of the M odern  E r a  1450-1650 (New York: C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  
Sons ,  1961), p. 139.

3
H a r r y  E l m e r  B a r n e s ,  An In te l le c tua l  and C u l t u r a l  H i s to ry  

of the W e s te r n  W o r ld , Vol. IT. F r o m  the R e n a i s sa n c e  Th ro u g h  the 
E ig h tee n th  C en tu ry  (3rd  ed.  r e v . ;  New York: D over  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Inc.  ,
1965), p.  566.
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s p r e a d  f i r s t  to P a r i s , then  to H e id e lb e rg ,  E r f u r t ,  Le ipz ig ,  and W i t ten 

b e r g .  ^

G e r m a n  p r in c e s  took p r id e  in becom ing  the p r o t e c t o r s  and 

p a t r o n s  of the h u m a n is t i c  m o v em en t  and h u m a n is t  s c h o la r s .  They w e re  

e m ployed  in the c h a n c e l l e r i e s  of the e m p e r o r ,  many of the s e c u la r  

p r i n c e s  and m u n ic ip a l i t i e s .  C i t i e s  such  a s  Augsburg  and N ü rn b e rg ,  

c o u r t s  su ch  as  W u r ten b e rg ,  Saxony, B ra n d e n b u r g ,  and the P a la t in a te ,  

b e c a m e  c e n t e r s  of h u m a n is t i c  c u l tu re  and educa t ion .  ^

B enef i t s  of the h u m an is t  ed uca t ion  devolved to the La t in  

s ec o n d a ry  schools  which ,  by the t h i r d  decade  of the s ix teen th  cen tu ry ,  

y ie lded  to i ts  advance .  Among th e s e  schools  w e r e  those  a t  S ch le t t s tad t ,  

S t r a s sb u rg ,  N ü r n b e r g ,  P f o r z h e i m ,  S tu t tga r t ,  Tübingen, F r a n k f u r t ,

3
and A u g sb u rg ,  among o th e r s ,

" H u m a n i sm  had b a re ly  b e co m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in the G e r m a n  

u n iv e r s i t i e s  w hen  the coun t ry  w a s  shaken  by the g r e a t  s t o r m  of the 

R e f o rm a t io n .

E d u c a t io n  in the M ar  g ra v â t e s  A nsbach  and 
B a y r e u th  in the Middle Ages

The deve lopm ent  of educa t ion  in the M ar  g ra v â t e s  A nsbach

^ B a r n e s ,  In te l l e c tu a l  and C u l tu ra l  H i s t o r y , II, 566. 

2
R e i n h a r d t ,  G e rm a n y ,  pp.  248-49.

W c i m c r , Concise  H is to r y  of Educa t ion ,  p . 

^Ibid. , p. 47.
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and B a y r e u th  a p p e a r s  to have  followed in g e n e r a l  the p a t t e r n  se t  by 

G e r m a n y  as  a whole ,  and  to have  b e e n  an  in te g ra l  p a r t  of th a t  fo rm a t ion .  

J o r d a n ,  in h is  s tudy of the p r o b l e m ,  s t a t e s  tha t  one m u s t  a d d r e s s  t h e m 

se lv e s  to the ques t ion ,  "Who in the t e r r i t o r y  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and 

s u p p o r t e r s  of s c h o la r ly  l e a r n i n g ? "  He l i s t s  (1) the c o u r t ,  (2) the  m o n a s 

t e r i e s ,  (3) the C h u r c h  in g e n e r a l ,  (4) the  c i t i e s ,  and (5) the  nobil i ty .  He 

su g g es t s  a l so  tha t  w hen  one v iews  th i s  t im e  it is  n e c e s s a r y  to f r ee  

onese l f  f ro m  the m o d e r n  thinking r e g a r d i n g  a c iv i l ized  s ta te .  ^

The H o h e n z o l l e rn  r u l e r s  of the  M a r g r a v a t e s  w e r e  fo r  the 

m o s t  p a r t  p o l i t ic ians  and w a r r i o r s .  One m u s t  not,  h o w ever ,  for tha t  

r e a s o n  be l ieve  th a t  they  w e r e  not s u p p o r t e r s  of the in te l l e c tu a l  p u r s u i t s .  

The f i r s t  E l e c t o r  of B ra n d e n b u r g ,  F r e d e r i c k  I (1372-1440),  r u l e d  as 

B u r g r a v e  of N ü rn b e rg ,  the  A n sb a c h  t e r r i t o r y ,  f r o m  1398 to 1440 and 

then  A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th  la n d s  a f t e r  the  d e a th  of h is  b r o t h e r ,  J o h n  III, 

in 1420. F r e d e r i c k  fully m a s t e r e d  the  F r e n c h  and L a t in  lan g u ag e s ,  

w a s  sk il lfu l  in the c iv i l  and canon  law s ,  " a  f r i en d  of w o r l d  h i s to r y  and 

i t s  g i f t s ,  and an acqua in tance  of  the  s c h o l a r s  w i th  w hom  the  D ie t  of 

C o n s tan ce  (1507) had b r o u g h t  into con tac t .  . . "  He was acqua in ted  with  

m an y  w o r k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  w r i t i n g s  of F r a n c i s c u s  P e t r a r c a ,  and

^ H e rm a n n  J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und Ce le h r  te Bildung in de r  
M a r k g r a f s c h a f t  A n sb a c h - B a y r e u th :  E ine  V e rg esc h ich t e  d e r  U n iv e r s i t a t  
E r l a n g e n , Band  I, Bis  gegen 1560, Q u e l len  und F o r sc h u n g  zur  b a y e r -  
i s ch en  K i rc h e n g e s c h ic h te  .(Leipzig :  A. D ie c h e r t s c h e  V e r la g sn u c h h an d -  
lung W e r n e r  Scholl ,  1917),  p.  8; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  R e f o r m a t io n  
und C e l e h r t e  Bildung.
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a r r a n g e d  th a t  upon his death  h is  't e u t s c h e n  L e s s b h c h e r ' (G erm an  reading  

books) would be given to a city or a m o n a s t e r y .

John ,  the  A lc h em is t ,  M a r g ra v e  of B ra n d en b u r g -K u lm b a ch ,  

son and s u c c e s s o r  in the highlands to F r e d e r i c k  I, r e ig n e d  f rom  1440 to 

his r e s ig n a t io n  in 1457. He was  known as " the  one wi th  the p r e f e r e n c e s  

of a  s c h o la r ,  " Fol lowing  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n ,  he b u s ied  h im s e l f  with  a l 

chemy,  sm el t ing ,  and ana ly t ica l  c h e m i s t r y .  This  occupa t ion  by the 

M a r g ra v e  John  " m u s t  not be i n t e r p r e t e d  m e r e l y  as a s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  but

a l so  as  a pos it ive  m o t iv e ,  and one should  not fail  to r e cogn ize  a pos i t ive

2
motive , the t r e n d  to in te l l e c tua l  r e s e a r c h  and pu rsu i t .  "

H u m a n ism  w as  b rough t  v e r y  e a r l y  to the  F r a n c o n ia n  lands ,  

"the e a r l i e s t  of al l  G e rm a n y .  " John ,  w i th  h i s  b r o th e r  dur ing  th e i r  

youth,  had m ade  a p i lg r im a g e  to the Holy Land  and had come in  con tac t  

w i th  I t a l i an  H u m an ism .  The I ta l ian ,  A r r ig in u s ,  the  f i r s t  s ch o la r  of 

c l a s s i c a l  antiquity  in G e rm a n y ,  w as  b ro u g h t  into the s e r v i c e  of M a r 

grave  John .  He g a th e r e d  to g e th e r  dur ing  the y e a r s  1456-57 a  nu m b er  

of a r d e n t  s tuden ts  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  h u m an is t i c  school at  the P l a s s e n -  

burg .  The p u rp o se  of the school was the in t roduct ion  of the language  

of V irg i l  and C i c e r o  and the hum anis t ic  t r a in in g  of qua l i f ied  chance l lo ry  

off ic ia ls  who u n d e rs to o d  the "neue S c h r e i b a r t " (new style  of wr i t ing) .

^Ibid.  , p. 9.

^.Jordan, R efo rm a t io n  und Gelehrte  Bildung.  I, 10, m y
t r a n s l a t i o n .
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J o r d a n  r e m a r k s  th a t  it is  unknown what  las t ing  e ffec ts  w e re  p roduced  

by A r r i g in u s ,  bu t  c i te s  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  to the Pa la t ine  Count F r e d e r i c k  

on F e b r u a r y  13, 1457, w h e re in  he congra tu la ted  him on his  h u m an is t i c  

e f fo r t s  for He ide lbe rg .  J o r d a n  a l so  r e f e r s  to c o r re sp o n d e n c e  be tween  

A r r ig in u s ,  his s tuden ts ,  and the famous  hum an is t ,  P e t e r  L ude r  (d .c .  

1475) a s  in te re s t in g  evidence  of the  h u m an is t ic  life in the M a r g ra v a te .

He a lso  su g g es t s  th a t  A r r ig in u s  and the c i r c l e  about him on the P l a s s e n -  

b u rg  w e r e  c o n ce rn e d  about the in te l lec tua l  t ra in ing  of the p r i n c e s  and 

p r i n c e s s e s ,  who w e r e  t h e re  in 1463. J o r d a n  asks :  "O r  is the  school 

on the P l a s s e n b u r g  a l re ad y  o ld e r ?  We know that B a r b a r a ,  the  daugh ter  

of John  the A lc h em is t ,  who in  1433 m a r r i e d  the young M a r g r a v e  of 

Mantua ,  was  v e ry  l e a r n e d  and spoke G e r m a n ,  I ta l ian,  L a t in  and G reek .

J o h n 's  b r o t h e r ,  A lb e r t  A ch i l l e s ,  who re ig n e d  in the lowlands 

f rom  1464 and a lso  the h ighlands  f rom  1471 to 1486 as  E l e c t o r  of the 

e n t i r e  H ohenzo l le rn  lan d s ,  le f t  behind  for his son, John  C ic e r o  (1455- 

1499), E l e c t o r  B ran d en b u rg  (1486-1499),  a bidding to e s t a b l i s h  a u n i 

v e r s i t y  on his  land. A lb e r t ,  in h is  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  spoke of his un readab le  

handwri t ing  and la m e n ted  his scanty knowledge of La t in .

John C ic e r o  was  r e q u i r e d  to l e a r n  La t in .  The  Golden Bull  

p r e s c r i b e d ,  s ince  1467, the knowledge of L a t in  fo r  the young E l e c t o r s .  

His t e a c h e r  w a s  D r ,  Johannes  S tocke r  f rom  Hof, who had s tud ied  in

Jordan,  R e fo r m a t io n  und Gelehrte  B i ld u n g , I, 12 -13 .
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Leipz ig ,  1457-1460,  w here  he had r e c e i v e d  his  b a c c a l a u r e a t e .  S tocker  

had s tud ied  fu r th e r  at Bologna and had  becom e  a D oc tor  of Canonica l  

and I m p e r i a l  Law. He l a t e r  s e r v e d  J o h n  C ic e r o  in the M a r k  B r a n d e n 

b u rg .

Jo r d a n  r e l a t e s :  "In any c a s e ,  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  I was  

anxious  tha t  h is  s o n s ,  e sp e c ia l l y  those  not des t ined  to r e ig n  but to a t t a in  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  pos i t ions ,  should  r e c e iv e  a s c h o la r ly  educa tion .  He 

identi fies  U l r i c h  S ege r ,  Mag i t e r  A r t iu m  l ib e ra l iu m ,  a s  a tu to r  and 

t a s k m a s t e r  fo r  F r e d e r i c k ' s  so n s .  S e g e r  had m a t r i c u l a t e d  at  Le ipz ig  

in 1493, then  went to  P a r i s  w h e re  he r e c e i v e d  his  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  in 

1497, then  o n t o  Le ipz ig  fo r  his m a s t e r ' s .

A lb e r t ,  the  o ld e s t  of F r e d e r i c k ' s  so n s ,  b o rn  in  1490, becam e  

an O r d e r ' s  M a s t e r  in  P r u s s i a ;  John  A lb e r t ,  b o r n  1491, w as  a C oad ju to r  

for the B i sh o p r i c  M agdeburg  and H a lb e r s t a d t ;  F r e d e r i c k ,  b o r n  1497, 

w as  P r o v o s t  of the  Wii rtzburg  C a t h e d r a l ;  Wil l iam, b o r n  1498, was  

A rchb ishop  of R iga ;  and G u m b re c h t ,  b o r n  1403, w as  P r o v o s t  of K o m -  

b u r g .  F r e d e r i c k  and  W il l iam  s tud ied  a t  Ingo ls tad t  f ro m  1514 fo r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s ,  and then  as  w as  the c u s to m  of the t im e ,  w e re  a l so  R e c t o r s  th e r e .  

M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  b e ca m e  R e c t o r  in 1515 of the Ingo ls ta t  U n iv e r s i ty  

and h i s  V ic a r  w as  the fam o u s  B a l t h a s a r  H u b m a i r .  Wil l iam b e ca m e  a 

R e c to r  in 1516. Ingo ls tad t  w as  a t  th a t  t im e  the em in en t  u n iv e r s i ty ,  in 

w h ic h  next to  the theology s tuden ts ,  fu tu re  civil  s e r v a n t s  s tud ied  in

k b i d .  , I, 12.
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p a r t i c u l a r  j u r i s p r u d e n c e .  ^

The i n t e r e s t  in f u r th e r a n c e  of l ea rn ing  in the fou r teen th  and 

f i f teen th  c en tu r i e s  lay f i r s t  of a l l  fundamenta l ly  en t i r e ly  in the hands  of 

th e  C h u rc h .  T h e re  w a s  now, how ever ,  only one ch u rc h  in the M a r g ra v e  

A n sb a c h -B a y r e u th .  The t e r r i t o r y  was  divided into la rge  o r  s m a l l  p a r t s  

in which  the B i s h o p r i c s  B a m b e r g ,  E i c h s t a t t ,  W urzburg ,  and Augsburg  

had c o n t ro l  of the r e l ig io u s  l ife and w e r e  influent ia l  in the s ch o la r ly  

le a rn in g .  The educa t ion  of c l e r i c s  and t e a c h e r s ,  the fo r m a t io n  of p a r i s h  

schoo ls  and  s e m i n a r i e s ,  and the  a t tendance  of u n iv e r s i t i e s  w i th  ch u rc h  

p r e b e n d s ,  is a p a r t  of the h i s to r y  of the b i sh o p r ic ,  which  had con t ro l  of 

the p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of the t e r r i t o r y .

The m o n a s t e r y  and  c a th e d r a l  schools  w e re  f i l led  not m e r e l y  

w i th  c h i ld re n  f r o m  the M a r g r a v a t e ,  bu t  often  f r o m  outs ide  the t e r r i t o r y ,  

and  the t e r r i t o r i a l  s tu den ts  a lso  a t tended  schools  outs ide  the a r e a .  The 

noble youths  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t tended  the c a th e d ra l  schools  in  n e a r b y  B a m 

b e r g  and W ürzburg .

"T he  c l o i s t e r s  w e r e  n u m e ro u s  in the t e r r i t o r y .  At the b e 

ginning of the R e f o r m a t io n  t h e r e  w e r e  tw en ty - fo u r  c l o i s t e r s ,  of which 

fif teen w e re  m o n a s t e r i e s  and nine w e re  convents .  In addi t ion th e re

w e re  the c lo i s t e r  co l leges  at  F euch tw angen  and St. G u m b re c h t  in Ans - 

2
b a c h . "  J o r d a n  su g g es t s  th a t  if one a t t e m p ts  to d i s co v e r  to w ha t  ex ten t

Jordan,  R e fo r m a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i ldun g , I, 13 -14 .

2
I b i d . , I, 16.
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one o r  the o th e r  of the c l o i s t e r  co n t r ib u ted  to the in te l lec tua l  l i fe ,  one 

p la c e s  f i r s t  of a l l  the C i s t e r c i a n  C l o i s t e r  a t  H e i lb ronn  and the two 

c lo i s t e r  co l leges  at  F euch tw angen  and Ansbach.  He notes  tha t  the F r a n 

c i s c a n  M o n a s t e r y ,  St. J o b s t  ( Jodocus)  , n e a r  N e m m e r s d o r f  not fa r  f r o m  

B ay r eu th ,  founded in 1514 and  s e c u l a r i z e d  in 1529, had a l i b r a r y .  This  

l i b r a r y  w as  b ro u g h t  to the c ity  ha l l  at  B a y r e u th  and  even tua l ly  to the 

U n iv e r s i ty  L i b r a r y  a t  E r l a n g e n .  L i b r a r i e s  a r e  a lso  known to have been  

in the F r a n c i s c a n  M o n a s te ry  at  Hof,  the Bened ic t ine  M o n a s te ry  in 

H e idenhe im ,  the A ugus t ian  M o n a s t e r y  in K u lm bach ,  and  the F r a n c i s c a n  

M o n a s te ry  a t  R iedfe ld .  The l i b r a r y  a t  H e i l s b r o n n  w a s  b a s e d  on a 

s c h o la r ly  study fo r  theology, bu t  in  the s e n s e  of the s c h o l a s t i c i s m  of 

the  la te  Middle A ges .  ^

T h e r e  w e r e  f r o m  125 to  130 s tuden ts  o r  educa ted  people  

f r o m  the M a r g r a v a t e  c l o i s t e r s  to  the  t im e  of the R e f o rm a t io n :  s ix ty  

f r o m  H è i l sb ro n n ;  H e id en h e im  and  Langenzenn  five each ;  W urzburg  two; 

Hof two; M u n ch s te in ac h  one; none f r o m  M u n c h a u r a c h , A uhausen ,  Soln- 

hofen,  S p a rn e c k ,  R iedfe ld ,  St. J o b s t ,  A nhausen ,  and N eu d s tad t  on Kulm; 

five to t e n  f r o m  the c l o i s t e r  a t  Feuch twangen;  and about t h i r ty -n in e  f ro m  

the A nsbach  c l o i s t e r .

Students  f r o m  the M a r k  B ra n d e n b u r g  s ince  the days  of 

C h a r l e s  IV, E m p e r o r  of the  Holy R o m a n  E m p i r e  (1347-1378),  a t tended  

the u n iv e r s i t y  a t  P r a g  unti l  1409, a t  wh ich  t im e  they  a t tended  the n e a r e r

4 b i d .  , I, 15-18 .
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u n iv e rs i ty  at  Le ipz ig ,  then  to E r f u r t .  ^

S ta t i s t ic s  for the n u m b e r  of s tudents  attending u n iv e r s i t i e s

(1409-1517) f rom the nine M a r g r a v a t e  loca t ions ,  Ansbach,  B ay reu th ,

Gunzenhausen , Hof, Kitz ingen , Kulmbach, Schwabach, W e is sen s ta d t ,

and Wunseidel a re  as follows:^

Y e a r s  E r f u r t  H e ide lburg  Ingols tadt Le ipz ig

1409-1420 ................... 4   1   15
1420-1440   11   6   27
1440-1464 ...................  22   4   88
1464-1471 ................... 44   6   74
1471-1486 ................... 29   9   93
1486-1517 ................... 14   17   2 0 ................  122

J o r d a n  ex tended his  r e s e a r c h  in un ivers i ty  m a t r i c u l a t i o n .

This  r e s e a r c h  shows tha t  a t  l e a s t  2,001 s tudents  f rom  a m in im u m  of

fo r ty - fo u r  locat ions  in the M a r g r a v a t e  continued th e i r  educa t ion  in at

l e a s t  twelve  G e r m a n  and five fo re ig n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  be fo re  1528. ^ He

points  out that:

The at tendance a t  p a r t i c u l a r  u n iv e r s i t i e s  is n a tu ra l ,  
a l so  contingent upon loca l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Tha t  is  why 
a lm o s t  o v e ra l l  the m o s t  s tuden ts  w en t  to Leipzig .  The 
Gunzenhausen  s tudents  p r e f e r r e d  studying in n e a r e r  Ingo l -

The p ro v i s io n  fo r  a s c h o la r s h ip  a p p e a r s  for the f i r s t  t im e  
under E l e c t o r  John C ic e r o  (1486-1499) when the B randenburg  C a th e d ra l  
C h a p te r  s e t  as ide  (1497) the sum  of 24 Rhine  Gulden for some s tudents  
to  study in the u n iv e r s i t i e s .

2
J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  Bildung, I, 38.

3
Map 3, M a r g r a v a t e  A nsb ach -K u lm b ach  U n ive rs i ty  M a t r i c 

ula tion to 1528, in f ra ,  p.  35..
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s tad t ,  the C r a i l s h e i m  s tudents  in n e a r e r  H e id e lb e rg .  The 
K i tz inge r  s tudents  a p p e a r  to have been  the l e a s t  bound to 
one p a r t i c u l a r  school .  ^

The inves t iga t ion  of what  socia l  c l a s s e s  fu rn ished  the s t u 

dents  d i s c l o s e d  that ,

One can  give a g e n e r a l  a n s w e r ,  f r o m  a l l  c l a s s e s .
We find n u m e ro u s  p a u p e r s ,  of whom  it says  by the m a t r i c u 
la tion,  "owes  nothingY'; t o w n s m e n ' s  and o f f ic ia ls '  sons ;  
how ever  it a p p e a r s  few p e a s a n t s '  sons .  The a t tendance  
f ro m  c i t i e s  and the l a r g e r  p la c e s  a p p e a r s  to be m u c h  
g r e a t e r  than those  f r o m  the f la t lands .  We find nobles  
and non-nob les .  ^

The nob les ,  unti l  the  f i f teen th  cen tu ry ,  usual ly  s tud ied  for 

the  c l e r g y  at fo re ign  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and then  obta ined  high c h u rc h  pos i t ions .  

About the beginning of the f i f teenth  cen tu ry ,  the nobles  began  to study 

ju r i s p r u d e n c e  and in c re a s in g ly  e n t e r e d  the  g o v e rn m e n t  s e r v i c e  of the 

t e r r i t o r y .  It is  difficult  to d e t e r m in e  e x ac t ly  how m any  nobles  s tudied 

in the u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a s  m a n y  a t te n d e d wi thout  the use  of th e i r  t i t l e s .

The r a t h e r  s t ro n g  a t tendance  at the u n iv e r s i t i e s  by the 

young people  of the M a r g r a v a t e  ind ica tes  tha t  th e re  e x i s t e d  a  school  

s y s t e m  of some degree  in th e  M a r g r a v a t e .  A knowledge of L a t in  was  

r e q u i r e d  for a t tendance  a t  the u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  so it is poss ib le  to a s s u m e  

tha t  th e r e  e x i s t ed  a L a t in  schoo l  in some f o r m .  The in fo r m a t io n  r e 

gard ing  th e se  schools  is  scan ty ;  h o w ev er ,  they a r e  c o n f i r m e d  by the

^Jo rd a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r t e  B ildung,  I, 50.

“Ibid. , I, 51.
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l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e ,

Outs tand ing  among the schools  p r e p a r in g  s tudents  in the 

La t in  language  w a s  St. G u m b e r tu s  at  A nsbach ,  w hose  ex is tence  is t r a c e 

able f ro m  1058, This  school w as  not only for the ac tu a l  o r  fu tu re  inhab i 

ta n t s  of the s e m in a ry  , bu t  a l so  for the publ ic .

A school  a lso  w a s  connec ted  w i th  the  s e m i n a r y  a t  the F e u c h t 

wangen.  The g r e a t  n u m b e r  of s c h o la r s  f r o m  th i s  s e m i n a r y  in the Middle 

Ages is w e l l  known. The c l o i s t e r  was so so l ic i to u s  for the in s t ru c t io n  of 

the  F e u c h tw an g e r  c h i ld r e n  t h a t  to the t im e  of the R e f o r m a t io n  th e re  w as  

no p a r i s h  school .

The  la rg e  n u m b e r  of s tuden ts  f r o m  the C l o i s t e r  H e i l sb r o n n  

who g r a d u a te d  e sp e c i a l l y  f ro m  H e i d e l b e r g - - m a n y  a f t e r  a s h o r t  t i m e - -  

p la c e d  the  c l o i s t e r  in a  high standing as  an  i n s t ru c t io n a l  in s t i tu t ion  in 

the la te  Middle  Ages .

The F r a n c i s c a n  C l o i s t e r  a t  Hof  did  not m a in ta in  a  c lo i s t e r  

schoo l  for the pub l ic .  H ow ever ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m ade  w i th  the 

C a r m e l i t e  C l o i s t e r  in N eus tad t  on the Kulm w h e re b y  s ix  p r i e s t s ,  two 

n o v i c e s , and  a school  m a s t e r  w e r e  p rov ided .  ^

J o r d a n  co m m e n ted  on the findings  of h is  r e s e a r c h  of the 

n u m b e r  of s tudents  and e d u ca ted  people  in the  c l o i s t e r s  and s e m i n a r i e s  

to the t im e  of the R efo rm a t io n ;  " I t  is e a sy  to  o b se rv e  th a t  the n u m b e r  of 

c l o i s t e r  s tuden ts  i n c r e a s e d  to w a rd s  the end of the f if teenth  cen tu ry  and

4 b i d .  , I, 76 -7 9 .



in the beginning of the s ix teen th  c en tu ry ;  a l so  h e re  the m o d e r n  t i m e s  

w a s  he ra ld ed .

O th e r  s choo ls ,  a s  the ch o i r  and singing schoo ls ,  r e q u i r e d  

f r o m  the e a r l i e s t  t im e s  the e l e m e n t s  of the L a t in  language .

The  city and p a r i s h  schoo ls  w e r e  also p r o v i d e r s  of i n 

s t r u c t io n  in the L a t in  language .  The  Hof  school  w as  f i r s t  m en t io n ed  in 

1451 and  then in  m o r e  de ta i l  in 1479. It w as  m u c h  o ld e r ,  h ow ever .  The 

schoo l  w as  o r ig in a l ly  connec ted  to the L o r e n z  C h u rc h ,  th e n  w i th  the 

M ichae l  C h u rc h ,  a r e s u l t  of a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  the s inging school.  

A cco rd ing  to the n u m b e r  of u n iv e r s i t y  s tuden ts  f r o m  Hof, it  i s  quite 

p lau s ib le  th a t  a  L a t in  school e x i s t e d  a t  l e a s t  s ince  1415. A f te r  the 

m idd le  of the  f if teenth  c en tu ry ,  the  city counci l  ga ined  in f luence ,  so tha t  

i t  w a s  not n e c e s s a r y  to e s t a b l i s h  a  s e p a r a t e  city school.  The school 

m u s t  have been  e sp e c ia l l y  good by the end  of the  fi f teenth  cen tu ry  as  it  

w as  r i ch ly  suppl ied  with t e a c h e r s .  In add i t ion  to the s c h o o l m a s t e r ,  

th e r e  w e re  s ix  t e a c h e r s ,  of whom th r e e  w e re  f r o m  the o lder  s tuden ts .

It w as  a La t in  school  which  le d  f r o m  read ing  and  w r i t in g  to  L a t i n  g r a m 

m a r  and the r ead in g  of L a t in  books .  G r e e k  was  a l so  taught  f r o m  1515.

A L a t in  school in l ike m a n n e r  w a s  in K u lm b a ch  dur ing  the 

Middle Ages.  A h e a d m a s t e r  is  m e n t io n e d  a s  e a r l y  as  1393, a s c h o o l 

m a s t e r  and h is  a s s i s t a n t  in 1482, and  a m a s t e r  o r  r e c t o r  in 1494. The 

e a r ly  app l ica t ion  of the La t in  school i n  K u lm bach  c o r r e s p o n d s  to the

4 b i d .  , I, 36.
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n u m b e r  of u n iv e r s i ty  s tuden ts  s ince the beginning of the f if teenth  cen tury .

It i s  definite ly known that  a L a t in  school w as  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

B a y r e u th  a cc o rd in g  to a  school  o rd inance  fo r  the year  1464. T h e re

w e re  th re e  t e a c h e r s - - a  s c h o o lm a s t e r ,  a J u n io r  M a s t e r ,  and the l o c a l s - -

who in s t r u c t e d  the s tudents  in four c l a s s e s .  It w a s  a city school but 

s e r v e d  the c h u r c h  p u rp o s e s .  T he re  w e r e  fo r m s  and ad jus tm en ts  which 

t i e d  to the ch u rch .  Accord ing  to the n u m b e r  of u n ive rs i ty  students  f rom 

B a y r e u th ,  the school had e x i s t e d  a t  l e a s t  f r o m  1420.

A s c h o o lm a s t e r  in W e is s en s ta d t  w as  m en t ioned  as  e a r l y  as 

1410. He fulfi l led a c h u rc h  s e r v ic e  and a t  the same t im e  was in the 

city s e r v i c e  as  c ity  c le rk .

S c h o o lm a s te r s  w e r e  found in Wunsiedel,  1426; N eu s tad t  a. 

A isch ,  be fo re  the  R efo rm a t io n ;  Schwabach, 1443; Kitzengen, 1477; 

Langenzenn ,  1499; and in O b e r n b r e i t  in 1520. Students f r o m  G u n zen 

h a u se n  w e r e  a ttending u n iv e r s i t i e s  in 1445, f r o m  Uffenheim in the 

seco n d  ha l f  of the  fi f teenth  cen tu ry ,  which  is  indicative  of th e re  being 

L a t in  schooling avai lab le  in these  loca t ions .  A school ord inance  ex is ted  

in C r a i l s h e i m  f r o m  the y e a r  1480, and the school had a R ec to r  and a 

loca l .  It m u s t  have  ex i s t ed  as e a r ly  as the f i r s t  ha l f  of the fif teenth

■‘K a r l  F r i e s ,  Gesch ich te  d e r  S tud ien -Ans ta l t  in B a y r e u th :
E in l a d u n g s - S c h r i f t  zur 200 J a h r i g e n  St if tungs F e i e r  des Kgl.  G y m n a s i 
um s  und zu den S c h lu s s f e i e r l i ch k e i t e n  des J a h r e s  1863/64 (Bayreu th :  
H e in r i c h  H o re th ,  1864), p. 1; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as  S tud ien -Ans ta l t  
in B ay reu th .
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cen tu ry ,  as  the n u m b e r  of s tuden ts  a ttending u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  e sp ec ia l ly  

Le ipz ig  and H e ide lbe rg  w e r e  n u m e r o u s .

J o r d a n  c a lcu la te s  th a t  th e re  w e re  at  l e a s t  f if teen L a t in  

schools  in the M a r g ra v a te  A n sb a c h - B a y r e u th  by 1450,^

The foregoing account  of the educa t iona l  deve lopm ent  of 

the H o h enzo l le rn  F r a n c o n ia n  M a r g r a v a t e  A n sb a c h -B a y r e u th  th rough  the 

Middle Ages to the advent of the R e f o rm a t io n  d i s c lo se s  tha t  it p o s s e s s e d  

the s am e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  educa t ion  he ld  in the neighbor ing  

s ta t e s  of the Holy R o m a n  E m p i r e .  I t h a s  b e e n  shown by the  p a r t i c i 

pa tion by the v a r io u s  m e m b e r s  of the fam ily  and th e i r  s p o n so rsh ip  tha t  

the  H ohen zo l le rn  family  undoubtedly he ld  educa t ion  in high e s t e e m .  It 

does  ap p ea r  tha t  th e i r  a t t i tude  to w a rd  educa t ion  w as  ov e r ly  c o n se rv a t iv e  

as  m igh t  be expec ted  in th is  e r a .  It is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o b s e r v e d  tha t  they 

e sp o u s e d  the in t roduct ion  of h u m a n ism  a t  a v e ry  e a r ly  date and tha t  the 

s t r u c t u r e  of the  educa t iona l  ins t i tu t ion  in the M a r g ra v a te  changed with  

the t im e s  and kept pace  wi th  t h e i r  ne ighbors .

The G e r m a n  R e f o rm a t io n  and Educa t ion  

It is g e nera l ly  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  the R efo rm a t io n  r e f e r s  to the 

r e v o l t  ag a in s t  the R o m a n  Catho l ic  C h u r c h  dur ing  the s ix teen th  cen tu ry .  

The publica tions  of the n ine ty- f ive  th e s e s  by M a r t in  L u th e r  (1483-1546) 

in 1517 s e r v e d  as the im m e d ia te  im pu lse  tha t  se t  the R e f o rm a t io n  into

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G elehrte  B i ld u n g , I, 8 0 -8 4 .
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motion .  L u th e r  held tha t  sa lva t ion  came not a s  a r e s u l t  of good w orks  

a lone,  but f rom  faith. "In i t s  o r ig ins  the R e f o r m a t io n  was a l e a r n ed  

m ovem en t ,  an  a ca d e m ic  a f fa i r ,  a  s canda l  in a un iv e r s i ty ,  begun by a 

p r o f e s s o r  and s p r e a d  by h is  co l leagues  and s t u d e n t s . "  L u th e r ,  a 

h u m an is t ;  intended to s t a r t  an  a c a d e m ic  debate  on a point  of theology 

and c h u rc h  p r a c t i c e  in a s i m i l a r  m a n n e r  to tha t  wh ich  he had a c c o m 

pl ished  a t  Wit tenberg  on s c h o la s t i c i s m .  His  f i r s t  a t t a ck  on s c h o l a s t i 

c i s m  r e s u l t e d  in a  c u r r i c u l u m  change in the sp r ing  of 1518, "which p r o 

vided fo r  adequa te  in s t ru c t io n  in G re ek  and Hebrew (and led to cal l ing

2
Melanchthon to jo in  the  facu l ty ) . " Student e n r o l lm e n t  im m ed ia te ly  

boom ed  at  W it tenberg .  In addi t ion  to L u t h e r ' s  books ,  his  s tudents  w e r e  

soon the ch ief  p r o p a g a t o r s  of h is  ideas .  M ost  of the younger  h u m an is t s  

e m b r a c e d  the R e f o r m a t io n  without rea l iz in g  the  d a n g e r s  it posed  for the 

new lea rn in g .  "The theo log ica l  deba te s  and p o l i t i c a l  d ispu te s  it b rough t  

in i ts  t r a i n  dom ina ted  publ ic  a t ten t ion  to such  an ex ten t  tha t  the hum anis t  

cause  was inev i tab ly  neg lec ted .  Anti  - inte lle  c tual i  sm in some c e n t e r s ,  

the con f isca t ion  of c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y ,  and the " l im i t ing  of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

au tho r i ty  by the  r e f o r m e r s  w e r e  d i s a s t e r o u s  to  educa t ion ,  and schools  

and co l leges  w e r e  e m p t ie d  w i th  t e r r i f y i n g  rap id i ty .  . . .  It looked as if

. H a r r i s  H a rb i s o n ,  The C h r i s t i a n  Scho la r  in the Age of 
the  Re f o r m a t io n  (New York: C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons,  1956), p. 112.

^Ib id . , p. 113.

3
W e im e r ,  C o n c i s e  H is tor y  o f  Educat ion ,  p. 47.
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1h u m a n i s m  would be ru ined  by i ts  a l l iance  w i th  the  R e f o rm a t io n

P a u l s e n ,  in h is  w r i t ing  of th is  p e r io d ,  s ta tes :

The  f i r s t  e f fec t  of  th e se  ev en ts  on the educa t iona l  
ins t i tu t ions  w as  d e s t r u c t iv e ;  the old  schools  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  
w e r e  so bound up w i th  the C h u r c h  in a ll  r e s p e c t s - - s o c i a l l y ,  
legal ly  and e c o n o m i c a l l y - - t h a t  they could  not but be involved 
in i ts  downfall.  . . . T h e n  followed the p e a s a n t ' s  w a r ,  w i th  
i t s  u n m erc i fu l  d ev as ta t io n  on bo th  s ides ;  and thus  it cam e 
about  tha t  the ten  y e a r s  b e tw een  15 25 and 1535 r e s u l t e d  in 
a d e p r e s s i o n  of l e a rn in g  and  e d u ca t io n  which  is without 
p a r a l l e l  in h i s to ry .  The f ig u res  of a t tendance  at the un i 
v e r s i t i e s  w e re  red u ced  to one q u a r t e r  of t h e i r  f o r m e r  
am ount ,  and the sam e  w as  p ro b a b ly  the case  wi th  the  
s choo ls ,  so th a t  E r a s m u s  could e x c la im :  " W h e r e v e r  
L u th e r  p r e v a i l s ,  the c au s e  of l i t e r a t u r e  and l e a rn in g  is 
l o s t ! " ^

A g r e a t  p a r t  of the b a t t l e g ro u n d s  of the P e a s a n t s  W ar  lay  

w i th in  the bou n d a r ie s  of F r a n c o n i a  and i t s  n e ig h b o rs .  F o r t y - s i x  

c l o i s t e r s  and c a s t l e s  in  c e n t r a l  G e r m a n y  w e r e  bu rned  to  the ground 

d ur ing  the sp r ing  of 1525; "v io lence  and rap ine  r e ig n e d  su p re m e  w i th

3
a l l  the f e ro c i ty  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of c l a s s  w a r f a r e . "  E s t i m a t e s  a r e  tha t  

p e r h a p s  as  many a s  100,000 p e a s a n t s  p e r i s h e d .

A ttendance  at the u n i v e r s i t i e s  dur ing  the f i r s t  decades  of 

the  R e f o r m a t io n  dropped  sh a r p ly  b e c a u s e  of the v a r io u s  m i l i t a r y  c a m 

pa igns  and c iv i l  s t r i fe  th roughou t  the  a r e a .  The R e f o r m e r s  had  expec ted  

an  i n c r e a s e  of revenues  fo r  educa t io n a l  p u rp o s e s  to be a l lo t ted  f r o m  the 

c o n f i s ca ted  c h u r c h  e s t a t e s ,  but found th a t  the P r i n c e s  d r a in e d  off the

^Ib id . , pp. 47-48 .  ^ P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p.  54.

3
P r e s e r v e d  Smith ,  The Age of R e f o r m a t i o n , Vol.  I: R e f o r 

m a t io n  in E u ro p e  (New York: C o l l i e r  B o o k s ,  1962), p. 81; h e r e in a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  to as  R efo rm a t io n .
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g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  fo r  p e r s o n a l  u se .   ̂ A ttendance  at the u n iv e r s i t i e s  by

the M a r g r a v a t e  youth cont inued  th rough  the R e f o r m a t io n  per iod .  It is

noted tha t  dur ing  the p e r io d  1528 to 1560, the m a t r i c u l a t i o n  f rom  the

2
M a r g r a v a t e  A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th  a t ta ined  a to ta l  of 544.

J o r d a n  c o m m e n ts  on the a t tendance  at  the  beginning of the

R efo rm a t ion :

B efo re  all  it  is  d oub t le s s ,  tha t  the t ro u b led  epoch 
of t r a n s i t i o n  of 1517-1528 had  r e a c t e d  genuinely  u n f a v o r 
ably on the u n iv e r s i ty  a t tendance  and we have in the given 
n u m b e r ,  i . e .  , in a p p e a r a n c e ,  tha t  a f te r  1517 the n u m b e r  
of u n iv e r s i ty  s tuden ts  sank  to som e t w o - th i r d s  of the late 
Middle Ages height.  ^

L u th e r  was  a w a re  th a t  the r e l ig io u s  r ev o lu t io n  and  the w e l 

fa re  of the people  and s ta te  depended  upon e d u ca te d  people ,  so he th rew  

his e n e r g i e s  into the fo r m a t i o n  of a  s e c u l a r - s p o n s o r e d  C h r i s t i a n  school 

s y s t e m .  He s t ro v e  fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  schools  by the s ta te  o r  the 

people  t h e m s e lv e s  and e n d o r s e d  c o m p u l s o r y  schooling  fo r  the benef it  

of  c h u rc h  and s ta t e .  The R e f o r m a t io n  b ro u g h t  about s e c u l a r  co n t ro l  of 

educa t ion ,  w h ich  l e a d  to the p r e s e n t - d a y  na t iona l  and s ta te  educa t iona l

s y s t e m s .  I t was  not, how ever ,  his in ten t ion  to  s e p a r a t e  the publ ic  -

4
s u p p o r te d  schools  f r o m  c h u r c h  con t ro l .

^Will  D uran t .  The S tory  of C i v i l i z a t i o n , Vol. VI: The R e f o r 
m a t io n  (New York:  S im on and S c h u s te r ,  1957), pp.  786-87; h e r e i n a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  to a s  R e f o r m a t i o n .

2J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e le h r t e  B i ld u n g , I, 337-38. 

^I b id . , I, 339.

'^Atkinson and Male sk a ,  Story  o f  E d u c a t io n , p. 56.
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L u th e r  was  su p p o r te d  in h is  educa t iona l  e f fo r t s ,  not only by

the r u l e r s  of the p r o t e s t a n t  G e r m a n  s ta t e s  and m un ic ip a l i t i e s ,  but also

by his  s ch o la r ly  c o n t e m p o r a r y  and f r ien d ,  the hum an is t ,  Melanchthon

(Phi l l ip  S c h w a r z e r t ,  S c h a w r z e r d ,  B la ck e a r th )  ( 1497-1560).

M elanchthon cam e  to  W it tenberg  in 1518 to a ccep t  a pos it ion

as  p r o f e s s o r  of G re e k ,  and  "b ec a m e  the m o s t  em inen t  t e a c h e r "  of the

u n iv e r s i ty ,  "and a f t e r  1525, the f o r e m o s t  theo log ica l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of

L u t h e r a n i s m  in the counci l s  of the w o r ld .  He, in conjunct ion with

L u th e r  and with the  a s s i s t a n c e  of the r e f o r m e r  Spala tin  (Georg B u r c k -

hard t )  (1484-1545) a t  the e l e c t o r a l  c o u r t  of Saxony, acco m p l i sh ed  a

2h u m a n is t i c  r e f o r m  of the u n iv e r s i ty .  He t r a v e l e d  about p ro t e s t a n t  

G e rm a n y  consult ing  with  the ru ling p r in c e s  and provid ing  them  with  

gu ide l ines  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e i r  s e c u la r  schoo ls ,  e spec ia l ly  for 

the r e f o r m  of ex is t ing  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of new p r o t e s 

t an t  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  "The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  s cho la r ly  educa t ion  in the

s en s e  and m o s t ly  under  the  counci l  of Melanchthon followed im m ed ia te ly

3
the a c c e s s i o n  to  the  R e f o r m a t io n  in all  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i e s .  " The d i r e c t io n

^H olborm ,  H i s to r y  of M o d e rn  G e r m a n y , I, 194-95.

2
P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , pp. 54-55.

3
F r i e d r i c h  P a u l s e n ,  G esch ich te  des  G e leh r ten  U n te r r i c h t s :  

auf den  D eu tsc h e n  Schulen und U n iv e r s i t a t e n  vom Ausgang des M i t te l -  
a l t e r s  b i s  zur G e g e n w a r t , Hsgb. von Rudolf  L eh m an n  ( 3. e rw e i t e r t e  
A uf lage ; B e r l in ;  W a l t e r  de G r u y te r  & Co. , I960),  I, 218, my t r a n s -
1 a f 1 rvT>
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of th is  new educa t ion  w as  d e t e r m in e d  by th ree  p r in c ip le s :  (1) the study

of the anc ien t  languages  was  ba s ic  to the unde rs tand ing  of the "Holy

W o r d , "  (2) the s e c u la r  r u l e r s  w e r e  duty bound to e s t a b l i s h  schoo ls ,  and

(3) educa t ion  should be open in some m e a s u r e  to all soc ia l  c l a s s e s .  ^

"N eve r  was  the nam e  of honour b e t t e r  d e s e r v e d  than  tha t

which  the g ra te fu l  pupil s  of M a s t e r  Ph i l ip p u s  bes tow ed  on him at  the end

of h is  l i fe ,  so overfu l l  of to i l  and t roub le :  P r a e s e p t o r  n o s t e r  c o m m u n i s ,

p ra e c e p to r  G e r m a n i a e .

The f i r s t  of the new p r o t e s t a n t  u n iv e r s i t i e s  w as  founded at

M ar b u rg  (1527). T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of K o n ig sb e rg  (1544) and J e n a  (1558)

3
followed within the l i fe t im e  of Melanchthon.  Addit ional p r o t e s t a n t  un i 

v e r s i t i e s  w e re  founded l a t e r  at  H e lm s tad t ,  1575; A l tdo rf ,  1578; and

4
P a d e r b o r n ,  1584. P r o t e s t a n t  r e f o r m s  w e re  in t ro d u ced  a t  W it tenberg ,

^E dgar  B rad sh aw  C a s t l e ,  Educa t ing  the Good Man: M o ra l  
E duca t ion  in C h r i s t i a n  T i m e s ,  C o l l i e r  Books (New York: C r o w e l l -  
C o l l i e r  Publ i sh ing  Co. , 1962), p. 71.

2
"Our  u n iv e r s a l  t e a c h e r ,  t e a c h e r  of G e r m a n y ,  " my t r a n s 

la t ion ,  P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p. 55.

^I b id . , p.  58.

^ P r e s e r v e d  Smith ,  The Age of R e f o rm a t io n ,  Vol.  II: The 
Social  B ackground  of the R e f o rm a t io n ,  C o l l i e r  Books (New York: C r o w -  
e l l - C o l l i e r  Publ i sh ing  C o . ,  1962), p. 198; P a u l s e n ,  G e s c h ic h t e , pp.  
308-09, s ta t e s  tha t  the P o e te n sc h u le  founded in N ü r n b e r g ,  1526. was  
m oved  to Al tdorf ,  1575, and e s ta b l i s h e d  as a t e r r i t o r i a l  school for the 
c ity  (Nürnberg) .  An I m p e r i a l  C h a r t e r  (1578) g ra n te d  the ins ti tu tion  the 
r ig h t  to confe r  B a c c a l a r i e n  a nd .M a g i s t e r  d e g r e e s  in  philosophy.  The 
s ta tu s  of the school w as  r a i s e d  to u n iv e r s i ty  in 1622. The r ig h t  to 
a w a rd  the D oc to ra te  of Theology w a s  g ra n te d  in  1696. Anton E r n s t b e r g e r ,
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Tubingen,  Le ipz ig ,  F r a n k f u r t ,  G re i f sw a ld ,  R os tock ,  and H e ide lbe rg  

under spo n so rsh ip  of the r e sp e c t iv e  p r o t e s t a n t  s ec u la r  r u l e r s .

The Roman Catholic  C h u r c h  w as  not unheedful of the lo s t  

u n iv e r s i t i e s  and r e o r g a n iz e d  those rem a in in g  under Catholic  con t ro l .

In addit ion,  some new u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  " though not im p o r tan t  ones ,  " w e r e  

founded. The C atho l ics  " c o n c e n t r a t e d  th e i r  e f fo r t s  on the en d eav o r  to 

found new 'co l l eg e s '  a t  the o ld  in s t i tu t io n s .  "

P a i n t e r ,  in h is  w ork ,  Lu th e r  on E d u c a t io n , w r i t e s ;

An exam ina t ion  of L u t h e r ' s  pedagog ica l  w r i t i n g s ,  
shows tha t  he had in mind th ree  c l a s s e s  of schoo ls ,  and 
thus  a  co m p reh en s iv e  s y s t e m  of education: 1. The L a t in
Schools ,  to which  he gave m o s t  p ro m in e n c e  ; 2. The un i 
v e r s i t i e s ,  which he wished  to  see  r e f o r m e d ;  and 3. Schools 
fo r  the com m on  people ,  in  which they m ig h t  be fi t ted  for 
the v a r ious  ca ll ings  of l ife.  The fundam enta l  p r in c ip le s  
of P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  a s  we have a l re ad y  seen ,  log ica l ly  is sue  
in popular  e d u c a t io n - - a  fac t  L u the r  c l e a r ly  r ecogn ized .
He rep ea ted ly  u rg ed  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of schools  for g i r l s ,  
which  be s ide s  re l ig io u s  in s t ru c t io n  w e r e  to include r e a d in g  
and w r i t ing .  ^

Lu th e r ,  in h is  "An den C h r i s t l i c h e n  Adel  d e u t s c h e r  Nation"

"Die Fe  1er l ie he Erbffnung de r  U n iv e r s i t a t  A l tdo rf  (29 J  uni 1623), " in  
J a h r b u c h  fur F r a n k i s c h e  L a n d e s f o r s c h u n g , 11/12 ,  Hsgb.  von Insti tu te  
fu r  F r a n k i s c h e  Lande s for  schung an  der  U n iv e r s i t a t  E r l a n g e n  (Kall -  
m unz-O bf .  : V er lag  M ichae l  L a s s l e b e n ,  1953), pp.  109-10 p la ce s  the 
inaugura l  on 29 June  1623.

^P au lsen ,  G esch ich te ,  pp. 216-66; see i n f r a , p. 47, Map 
4, P o s t  R e f o rm a t io n  G e r m a n  U n iv e r s i t i e s  to 1621.

^ P r e s e r v e d  Smith ,  Age of R e f o r m a t i o n , II, 198.

3
Map 4, i n f r a , p .  47.

^Painter,  Luther on Educat ion,  pp. 166 -68 .
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(15Z0), ( r e f e r r e d  to as e i t h e r  " A d d r e s s  to the G e r m a n  Nobili ty"  o r  

" E p is t l e  to the C h r i s t i a n  Nobil i ty"),  i n s i s t e d  on the r e f o r m  o f  the  g r a m 

m a r  schools  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  on h u m a n is t i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  l i n e s .  He 

f u r th e r  in s i s t e d  tha t  the study of the  S c r i p t u r e s  and  of languages  be the 

b a s i s  of a l l  knowledge. In his " E p is t l e  to the B u r g o m a s t e r s  and 

C o u n c i l lo r s  of Sundry  C i t i e s  in G e r m a n  L a n d s "  (1524), he p r e s e n t s  two 

a r g u m e n t s :  (1) study,  p r in c ip a l ly  the study of languages ,  w as  in d is -  

pens ib le  fo r  an unde rs tand ing  of " the  Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  and th e r e f o r e  the 

p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the Gospe l ,  i . e . ,  of the new d o c t r i n e , "  and  (2) "the duty 

of the c i t i e s ,  and of s e c u l a r  a u th o r i t i e s  in g e n e r a l ,  to p rov ide  good 

schools  and to encourage  a t tendance .  " L a t e r  in h i s  " D i s c o u r s e  on the 

Duty of Keeping  C h i ld re n  in School"  (1530), he r e c o m m e n d e d  to the 

a u th o r i t i e s  to b r ing  c l e v e r  boys to the p u r s u i t  of l e a rn ing ,  even  a t  public 

exp en se  and by co m p u lso ry  m e a n s ,  " in  o r d e r  to p rov ide  c o m p e te n t  m en  

to  fi l l  the  publ ic  off ices .  "

P a i n t e r  s u m m a r i z e s  the  educa t ion  e n d ea v o rs  of L u t h e r  by 

the  following co m m en ts :

Looking back  ove r  the  g ro u n d  t r a v e r s e d ,  we r e a l i z e  
th a t  the g r e a t  R e f o r m e r  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s c a r c e l y  l e s s  for 
educa t ion  than  for re l ig io n .  T h ro u g h  h is  inf luence ,  which  
w a s  fundam enta l ,  w i d e - r e a c h i n g ,  and  benef icen t ,  t h e r e  
began  fo r  the one as for the  o the r  a new e r a  of a d v a n c e 
m e n t .  L e t  us note a few p a r t i c u l a r s :
1. In his w r i t i n g s ,  as  in the p r i n c i p l e s  of P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  
he la id  the foundat ion of an  e d u ca t io n a l  s y s t e m ,  w h ich  be -

^Paulsen ,  Germ an  Educat ion ,  pp. 5 6 -5 7 .
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gins wi th  the popular  school and ends wi th  the u n iv e r s i ty .
2. He set  up as the noble ideal  of educa t ion  a C h r i s t i a n  
m a n ,  f i t ted  th ro u g h  in s t ru c t io n  and d isc ip l ine  to d i s ch a rg e  
the duties  of e v e r y  r e l a t i o n  of l ife.
3. He exhib ited  the n e c e s s i t y  of schools  both  fo r  the 
C h u rc h  and the  S ta te ,  and e m p h a s iz e d  the dignity and  w o r th  
of the t e a c h e r ' s  vocat ion.
4. With r e s i s t l e s s  en e rg y  he i m p r e s s e d  upon p a r e n t s ,  
m i n i s t e r s ,  and c iv il  o f f ice r s  t h e i r  obligation to educa te  
the young.
5. He b rough t  about a r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n  of schoo ls ,  i n t r o 
ducing g r a d e d  in s t ru c t io n ,  an  im proved  c o u r se  of study,  
and  ra t io n a l  m e th o d s .
6. In h is  a p p re c i a t i o n  of n a tu re  and ch i ld - l i f e ,  he la id  
the foundat ion for ed u ca t iona l  s c ien ce .
7. He m ade  g r e a t  im p r o v e m e n ts  in method; he sought 
to adapt i n s t r u c t io n  to the capac i ty  of ch i ld ren ,  to make  
le a rn in g  p le a s a n t ,  to awaken  m in d  th ro u g h  skil lful  
ques t ion ing ,  to study th ings  as  well  as  w o rd s ,  and to 
t e m p e r  d isc ip l ine  w i th  love.
8. With a wise  unde rs tan d in g  of the r e l a t io n  of v i r tue  
and  in te l l igence  to the g e n e r a l  good, he advoca ted  c o m 
p u l s o r y  educa t ion  on the p a r t  of the s ta t e .

In view of t h e s e  f a c t s ,  L u th e r  d e s e r v e s  h en ce fo r th  
to be r e c o g n iz e d  a s  the g r e a t e s t ,  not only of r e l ig io u s ,  
but of educa t iona l  r e f o r m e r s .  ^

This  inves t iga t ion  of the deve lopm ent  of educa t ion  in the

H o h e n zo l l e rn  F r a n c o n i a n  lands has  p r o g r e s s e d  to th a t  po in t  in t im e

w hen  a definite inqu i ry  w a s  m ad e  r e g a rd in g  the use of the conf isca ted

c h u r c h  e s t a t e s  wi th in  the b o u n d a r ie s  of the M a r g r a v a t e  A n sb ach -B ay -

re u th ,  and r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w e r e  m a d e  and e f fo r t s  re p e a te d ly  in it ia ted

to w a r d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a u n iv e r s i ty  wi th in  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the

M a r g r a v a t e .

1
P a i n t e r ,  Luther  on Educat ion ,  pp. 166-68 .
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The R e fo rm a t io n  in the M a r g r a v a t e  and 
Thoughts  on Founding a  U n ive rs i ty

The R efo rm at ion  did not b r e a k  suddenly ove r  the M a r g ra v a te  

B r a n d e n b u r g -A n sb a c h -B a y r e u th ,  no r  did the t e r r i t o r y  t u r n  to p r o t e s t -  

anti  sm abrup t ly .  I t was  a p ro longed  p r o c e s s  in both  B ran d en b u rg  and 

A n sb a c h -B ay r eu th ,  because  the H o h e n zo i l e rn  family  exh ib i ted  a lo n g 

s tanding family  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  f idelity to the E m p e r o r  of the Koly 

R o m a n  E m p i r e ,  and held back f r o m  any ac t ion  tha t  could  be in t e r p r e t e d  

d i r e c t ly  as  d is loya lty  to the E m p e r o r .  The F r a n c o n ia n  Hohenzolle  rns  , 

h o w ev er ,  did e m b r a c e  p r o t e s t a n t i s m  e a r l i e r  than the B ran d en b u rg  

E l e c t o r a l  Line of the family  in B e r l in .

F r e d e r i c k  IV, M a r g r a v e  of A nsbach  and B ay reu th ,  b e c a m e  

m e n ta l ly  d e ranged  and w as  fo rced  to abd ica te  in 1515 by two of h is  sons ,  

C a s i m i r  and John. Whereupon,  the E s t a t e s  fo rced  C a s i m i r  and John  

into exile for th ree  y ea r s  and p laced  the t e r r i t o r y  under  a  regency .  The 

b r o t h e r s  r e tu r n e d  a t  the end of the ex i le  p e r io d  and the re ig n  w a s  he ld  

jo in tly  by the t h r e e  o lder  b r o t h e r s ;  C a s i m i r ,  G eorge ,  and John .  H o w 

e v e r ,  George  and John spent m o s t  of th e i r  t im e  outs ide  the l a n d s ,  and 

" the  s u p rem e  power  ac tua l ly  lay  in the hand of C a s i m i r .  " C a s i m i r  

is p robab ly  m o s t  w idely  known for his s u p p r e s s io n  of the  P e a s a n t s  War

^C hr i s t i an  M eyer ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t  N ü rn b e rg  
und d e r  Spate re  n M a r k g ra f s c h a f t  A n sb a c h  und B ay reu th ,  Tubingen Studien 
fiir Schwabische und Deutsche  R e c h t s g e s c ic h t e  N r .  5, Band  11, Hsgb. 
von F . Thudichum (Tubingen: V e r lag  d e r  H. L a u p p ' s c h e n  B uchhand lung , 
1908), p. 102, my t r a n s la t io n .
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in e a s t  F r a n c o n ia ,  B a m b e r g ,  Schweinfur t ,  and R o th e n b u r g , and for his 

ac t iv i ty  a s  the C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f  of the Im p e r i a l  F o r c e s  in  the c a m 

pa ign  aga ins t  the H ungar ian  Revol t .

"Thoughts ,  plans  and a t te m p ts  to e s t a b l i s h  a u n iv e r s i ty  in 

the B ran d en b u rg  lands  appea r  in  a long cha in  f r o m  1525 to 1742. " The 

use  of the conf isca ted  c l o i s t e r  and convent e s t a t e s  for the suppor t  of a 

u n iv e r s i ty  w as  f i r s t  e x p r e s s e d  by Johann  F r e i h e r r n  von S ch w arzen b u rg ,  

an  im p o r tan t  j u r i s t ,  po l i t ic ian ,  and poe t ,  who since 24 A p r i l  1524 w as  

an a d v iso r  to M a r g r a v e  C a s i m i r .  Schw arzenburg  c o l l a b o ra t ed  wi th  the 

h ighes t  S e c r e t a r y ,  l a t e r  C h a n c e l lo r ,  George  V ogle r  in the opin ion b e 

fore  the Augsburg  R e ich s tag  of 1525 on the ques t ion  of the conf isca t ion  

of c lo i s t e r  e s t a t e s . ^

Ranke c o m m e n ts  upon the sub jec t  of the co n f isca t ion  of 

C h u r c h  p r o p e r ty  a t  th is  t ime as  follows;

In a  p r o j e c t  drawn up to w a rd s  the end of the y e a r  1525, 
and d i s c u s s e d  at one o r  two m e e t in g s  of the e m p i r e ,  it is 
a s s u m e d  in the o u tse t ,  th a t  the p r o p e r ty  of the c h u rc h  i s  no 
longe r  of any use o r  benef i t  e i th e r  to r e l ig io n  o r  to the  e m 
p i re :  tha t  some change in the d i spos i t ion  of it  is t h e r e f o r e  
ind ispensab le ;  t h a t  th is  m u s t  not,  how ever ,  be left  to the 
com m on people ,  but m u s t  be unde r taken  by the su p re m e  
au th o r i t i e s ;  i.  e . by the e m p e r o r  and  the t e m p o r a l  e s t a t e s .

P e o p le  no longer  s c r u p le d  to p ro p o se  the s e c u l a r i 
sa t ion  of a ll  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r o p e r ty .

With the  funds so obta ined , the f i r s t  c a r e  m u s t  be to

^Jordan, R efo rm a t io n  und G eleh rte  B i ld u n g , I, 85.

^Ibid. , pp. 85 -86 .
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supply the new s p i r i tu a l  w an ts ;  , . . and la s t ly ,  to e s t a b 
l i s h  a h igh  school in e v e r y  c i r c l e ,  in wh ich  the languages  
and the e sp o s i t io n  of the  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  a cco rd ing  to  th e i r  
t ru e  sen se ,  should be taught .  ^

M a r g r a v e  C a s i m i r  he ld  a d ie t  of h i s  e s t a t e s  in A nsbach

dur ing  O c tober  1526. The r e s o lu t io n s  p a s s e d  at  th a t  d ie t  a re  c o n s id e re d

m o r e  ambiguous  than  those  p a s s e d  in the R e c e s s  of Sipre;  h o w ev er ,  " i t

is im poss ib le  to doubt th e i r  e v an g e l ica l  tendency . C a s i m i r  r a i s e d

no oppos i t ion  to the new L u t h e r a n  R e f o rm a t io n ,  but r e m a in e d  devoted

to the old C h u r c h  to h is  dea th  in 1527. "

The H ohenzo i le rn  F r a n c o n i a n  lan d s  w e re  divided upon the

, 4
dea th  of C a s i m i r .  H is  b r o t h e r ,  G eorge  the P io u s  (d e r  F r o m m e ) . a l so

R anke ,  H i s to ry  of the R e f o r m a t io n ,  I, 366. The t e r m  "high 
school"  u sed  in th i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  is  not to be confused  with  the s a m e  t e r m  
u sed  in the United S ta tes .  The t e r m  used  by Ranke  is " h o h e , " the  f e m i 
nine  gender  of h o c h , whose  l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  is the E n g l i sh  w o rd  "high. " 
The G e r m a n  w o rd ,  h o c h s c h u le , l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  h ighschool ,  i s  applied  
to an ins t i tu t ion  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g ,  c o m p a r a b le  to an  acad em y ,  co l lege ,  
or  u n iv e r s i ty  in the Uni ted  S ta te s .  R anke ,  Deutsche  G e s c h i c h t e , I, 386; 
H eh lm ann ,  W ilhe lm ,  W o r te rb u c h  d e r  Padagog ik  (6. n e u b ea rb e i t e t e  
Auflage; S tu t tgar t;  A l f r ed  K r o n e r  v e r l a g ,  I960),  pp.  228-229.

2
R anke ,  H i s to ry  of the R e f o r m a t i o n , II, 470, m y  t r a n s l a t i o n .

M ey e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p.  106, m y  t r a n s 
la tion; F r i e d r i c h  Stein,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s ,  Band 2: Die Neue Zeit  
(Neudruck  d e r  Ausgabe Schweifur t  1886, Sc ien t ia  V e r lag  AAlen; D a r m 
stadt :  R e p r o g r a f i s c h e r  B e t r i e b  GmbH, 1966), pp. 14-15, my t r a n s la t io n .

"^Meyer, G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p.  101.
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r e f e r r e d  to as  "the  C o n f e s s o r "  (d e r  B e k e n n e r ),  ̂ r e c e iv e d  the lowlands

w i th  r e s id e n c e  in A nsbach  and  a t  the sam e  t im e  a s s u m e d  the r e g e n c y  of

the high lands for C a s i m i r ' s f i v e - y e a r - o l d  son and h e i r ,  A lb e r t  (A lc i -

b iades ) .  "With  h is  a c c e s s i o n ,  the zea lous  evange l ica l  c o u n c i l lo r s ,

Hans  von S c h w a rze n b e rg  and G eorge  V ogle r ,  a c q u i r e d  u n o b s t ru c ted  in- 

2
fluence .  " "The g r e a t  chu rch  r e f o r m a t i o n  of L u th e r  r e a c h e d  a  swift  and

3g e n e r a l  in t ro d u c t io n  in both  p r in c ip a l i t i e s  under  G eo rg e .  "

G eorge  tu rn e d  h is  a t ten t ion  to the u t i l iza t ion  of the  c h u r c h  

e s t a t e s  a l m o s t  im m e d ia te ly  upon a s s u m in g  the r e ig n  ov e r  the A nsbach  

and  B a y r e u th  M a r g r a v a t e  s. V og le r  and A l th a m e r  s e r v e d  as  a c e n t e r  

f r o m  which  f lowed ideas  fo r  the use  and im p r o v e m e n t  of the c l o i s t e r s  

as  ed u ca t iona l  in s t i tu t ions .  Vog le r  and  Spengle r  on 15 June  1528 had  

s en t  a  m e m o r a n d u m  fo r  the Schwabach  C onven t  sett ing  fo r th  the des ign  

for a c h u rc h  o rd in a n c e .  It ended  w i th  a r e f e r e n c e  to the suppor t  of un i 

v e r s i t y  s tud ies  and  the a s s i g n m e n t  of l e c t u r e r s  in the  c l o i s t e r s .  Many 

of the  id eas  f u r t h e r e d  by V ogle r  and A l th a m e r  w e re  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into 

d i r e c t iv e s  by the M a r g r a v e  G e o rg e .  Notable  among th e se  w a s  the 

V i s i t a t io n sb e s c h e id  von 1528, In sp ec t io n  D e c r e e  of 1528, i s su e d  p e r s o n -

1
M. Joh .  Wil len ,  "Das  Teusche  P a r a d e i s s  in dem v o r t r e f -  

f l i chen  F i c h t e l b e r g , " in A rch iv  fiir G esch ich te  & A l te r tu m sk u n d e  von 
O b e r f r a n k e n , 15. Band,  1. Heft ,  Hsgb.  von H i s t o r i s c h e n  V e re in  von 
O b e r f r a n k e n  zu B a y r e u th  (Bayreu th :  Th. B u r g e r ,  1881), p. 33.

R an k e ,  H i s to ry  of the R e f o r m a t i o n , II, 470.

M e y e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 109; Stein,  
G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s ,  II, 23.
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a l ly  by M a r g r a v e  George  in the p r e s e n c e  of a notable  ga ther ing  including 

C h a n c e l l o r  Vog le r  and P a s t o r  A l th a m e r .  ^

J o r d a n  s ee s  "the l ine a s  a lways  to obtain qua l i f ied  p r e a c h e r s  

and  p e r s o n n e l ,  th ro u g h  in v e s t i tu re  of s e m i n a r y  and c l o i s t e r  p e r s o n n e l ,  

t h ro u g h  u n iv e r s i ty  s tu d ie s ,  o r  even tua l ly  even  the  use  of d u r e s s ,  for 

the  advantage  of the land. " T o  a t t a in  the  a im ,  J o r d a n  s ta t e s  th a t  it 

w as  a l so  n e c e s s a r y  to develop educa t ion  f ro m  be low, th rough  the e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  and  endow m ent  of L a t in  s ch o o ls .  The L a t in  school a t  A nsbach  

had  b e e n  b ro u g h t  into being p r e v io u s ly ,  b e tw een  May and A ugust ,  1528. 

The  C ounc i l  B o a r d  at  K i tz ingen  had  c a l l ed  G eorge  S ie g f r ied  in 1524 as 

M a s t e r  of t h e i r  L a t in  school.  Both  he and the La t in  school w e r e  e n 

dow ed  f r o m  c h u rc h  m o n ie s .  C r a i l s h e i m  had  equipped  t h e i r  school  

f r o m  c h u r c h  f in an ces  in A ugus t ,  1528.

A n u m b e r  of im p o r t a n t  c l e r g y m e n ,  p a s t o r s ,  and p r e a c h e r s  

f r o m  the M a r g r a v a t e ,  including A l t h a m e r ,  w e r e  a s s e m b le d  in A nsbach  

on 3 D e c e m b e r  1528 by o r d e r  of  the  M a r g r a v e  G e o rg e .  They p r e s e n t e d  

t h e i r  co m m o n  p r o p o s a l  on a d v a n c e m e n t  of s c h o la r ly  p u r s u i t s ,  so lic itude

fo r  the s ch o o l s ,  founding of a l i b r a r y ,  and  the appo in tm en t  of l e a r n e d

3m e n  in  the M a r g r a v a t e .

■Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , I, 99.

^I b id . , I, 100.

^ I b id . , I, 101.
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C h an ce l lo r  V og le r ,  on in s t ruc t ions  f ro m  the M a r g ra v e ,  

a sk e d  B r e n z ,  P a s t o r  a t  S chw ab isch -H a l l ,  in May 1529, for an  opinion 

on the ques t ion  of the c lo i s t e r  r e f o r m .  In h is  an sw er  on 1 June 1529, 

B r e n z  included in  h i s  co m m en ts ;  "It is  however not suff ic ient ,  tha t  

one r a n  the e n t i r e  Bible  r e a d  or  h e a r  re a d ,  but tha t  they a lso u n de rs tand  

C h r i s t i a n i ty .  " B re n z  a l so  in c luded  re c o m m en d a t io n s  tha t  th i r ty  o r  for ty  

young boys or ado le scen ts  f ro m  the schools  of the e n t i r e  p r in c ip a l i ty  

be p laced  in the s e m i n a r i e s  or  c l o i s t e r s  fo r  in s t ru c t io n .  F u r t h e r ,

" tha t  l e c t u r e r s  be p laced  in the s am e  s e m i n a r i e s  and c l o i s t e r s  to give 

daily  l e s s o n s  on speech ,  fine a r t s ,  theology, and j u r i s p r u d e n c e , tha t  

in t im e  one m a y  see the e n t i r e  p r inc ipa l i ty  fu rn ished  wi th  c o u n se lo r s ,  

p a s t o r s ,  p r e a c h e r s ,  s ta te  c l e r k s ,  s c h o o l m a s t e r s ,  and o the r  au th o r i t i e s  

f rom  the s am e  g rown-up  youth.  B r e n z  concluded w i th  a r e c o m m e n 

dat ion  th a t  the La t in  language should  be p r e s e r v e d .

J o r d a n  ana lyzes  B e n z ' s  sugges t ions  w i th  the following

comment:

The  c losing p a r a g r a p h  of t h i s  opinion shows however  
th a t  B r e n z  a l re ad y  d e s i r e d  a  b r o a d e r  r each ing  p lan  to a d 
vance  the s e m i n a r i e s  and c l o i s t e r s  to the  c a te g o ry  of 
co llege.  He, in addit ion ,  no longe r  thought m e r e l y  upon 
g y m n a s iu m s ,  bu t  w i th  ac tua l  r e f e r e n c e  to  co l leges  with  by 
a l l  m e a n s  th ree  facu l t ie s :  theology,  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  l ib e r a l  
a r t s  and what  p e r t a in s  to tha t;  m e d ic in e  not being mentioned .
The a im  is not to qualify fo r  a u n iv e r s i ty  f r o m  these  co l leges ,  
but to fu r n i sh  the p r in c ip a l i ty  wi th  c o u n se lo r s ,  p r e a c h e r s .

J ox-dan. R eform at ion  and G e lahrte  B i ld u n g , I, 106 = 08.
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t e a c h e t s ,  e tc .  The in s t ru c t io n  w i l l  be p r e p a r e d  as a 
l e c t u r e .  P a r t i c u l a r  is th a t  the students  should live in 
a com m ons .

Tha t  is abso lu te ly  d is t inc t ly  a u n ive rs i ty  plan in 
a nut, yet  bound in the c u r r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and c lo s e s t  
p r a c t i c a l  a im ,  however s t i l l  in any c ase  a new sugges t ion  
in th is  d i re c t io n  in the F r a n c o n ia n  lands.  ^

The M ar g ra v e  obviously  c o n s id e re d  the m a t t e r  im p o r tan t

enough to a sk  s t i l l  ano ther  au thor i ty .  P e r h a p s  the M a r g ra v e  was  not

fully s a t i s f i e d  with  B e n z ' s  sugges t ions  with  his  s t rong  c o n s e r v a t i s m  for

the old ways .  M a r g ra v e  G eorge  w ro te  Lu ther  f r o m  the P l a s s e n b u r g ,

2
15th June 1529, and en c lo se d  a copy of B r e n z ' s  p r o p o s a l s .  He r e 

q ues ted  L u t h e r ' s  r e c o m m en d a t io n  for c lo i s t e r  r e f o r m ,  e sp e c ia l l y  "how 

the con f isca ted  convent  and m o n a s t e r y  e s t a t e s  could be put to the b e s t  

use p leas ing  to God. L u th e r  de layed  his  a n s w e r ,  as  he had m u ch  to 

do and no t ru s tw o r th y  m e s s e n g e r .  He even tua l ly  s e c u r e d  the s e r v i c e s  

of George  Slagel ( l a t e r  P a s t o r  a t  E r l an g e n ) .  L u th e r  r e c o m m e n d e d  in 

h is  l e t t e r ,  18 th Ju ly  1529, following consu l ta t ion  w i th  M e l ^ c h t h o n ,  to 

use the income f ro m  the convents  and m o n a s t e r i e s  fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of s choo ls ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a co l lege ,  on a p ro p e r  p lace  or  two.

1
J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r t e  Bildung, I, 108-09.

^Ib id . , I, 108.

^K. W. Aign, "Die F r i e d r i c h s -A cadém ie  zu B ayreu th ,  " 
A rch iv  fiir Gesch ich te  und A l te r tu m sk u n d e  von O b e r f ranken ,  Hsgb. von 
H i s t o r i s c h e r  V e re in  fur O b e r f ra n k e n  zu B ay r eu th  (Bayreuth : L o r e n z  
E l lwangen ,  1918), p. 1, h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i e ; 
Jo rd o n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ldung , I, 109-10; J o r d a n  quotes  
the  o r ig ina l  text  of M ar g rav e  'G e o r g e ' s l e t t e r  to M a r t in  L u th e r .
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T ha t  one l e a r n  not only the Holy W ri t ,  but  the  law 
and a v a r i e ty  of a r t s ,  out of wh ich  schools  one took l e a r n e d  
people  sk i l led  as p r e a c h e r s ,  p a s t o r s ,  c l e r k s ,  c o u n se l lo r s ,  
e t c . , for the en t i re  p r in c ip a l i ty .  The m o n a s t e r y  and c o n 
vent g r o u n d - r e n t s  should be p r e s c r i b e d  h e r e to .  That  one 
should engage good l e a r n e d  p e r s o n s  wi th  u p r ig h tn e s s ,  2 
theo log ians ,  2 j u r i s t s ,  1 phys ic ian ,  1 m a th e m a t i c i a n ,  and 
for g r a m m a r ,  d ia le t i c s ,  r h e t o r i c s ,  e t c . , four o r  five ' 
p e r s o n s . ^

Lu the r  fu r th e r  adv ised  not to e s t a b l i s h  the college  in a 

so l i t a ry  m o n a s t e r y  but r a t h e r  in  a city w h e re  m any  s tudents  could come 

to g e th e r  and th e reb y  s t im ula te  th e i r  s t u d i e s . ^

J o r d a n  i n t e r p r e t s  L u t h e r ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  in c o n t r a s t  to 

the r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  by B r e n z .  He s ta t e s ;

He th inks  even  on the p o s s ib i l i ty  of two co l leges ,  but 
obviously not like B re n z  on b o a rd in g - s c h o o l  l ike co l leges ,  
but d i re c t ly  on one o r  two u n iv e r s i t i e s  l ike W it tenberg .
He r e c o m m e n d e d  a lso  to t u r n  over  the  w e à l t h  of the m o n a s 
t e r i e s  into u n iv e r s i ty  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  It is  a m a t t e r  by way 
of a m u c h  f a r - r e a c h i n g  change and d i r e c t  s e i z u r e  of the  
convents  and m o n a s t e r i e s  and about  the  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  
for the founding of a genuine un iv e r s i ty .  ^

J o r d a n  fu r th e r  po in ts  out tha t  every th ing  was  in r e a d i n e s s  

f ro m  a l l  d i r e c t io n s  for the founding of a M a r g r a v a t e  u n iv e r s i ty ,  and

4
th a t  the loca t ion  should be in the capito l  c i ty ,  Ansbach .

^ Jo rd an ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e le h r t e  B i ld u n g , I, Id 1. 

2
Aign, E r ie d r i c h a -A c a d e m ic  zu B ay r eu th ,  p.  1.

3
Jordan , R efo rm a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i l d u n g , I, 113.

% i d .  , I, 113.
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Aign s ta tes  tha t  L u t h e r ' s  p ro p o s a l  w as  e a r n e s t l y  c o n s id e re d .  

The M a r g ra v e  p lanned ,  in the s am e  y e a r ,  to e s t a b l i s h  a college  in his 

cap i to l  c i ty ,  Ansbach ,  in connec t ion  wi th  Cum bertus  S e m in a ry ,  a l r ead y  

lo ca ted  th e r e .  S e v e ra l  t e a c h e r s ,  who a l r e a d y  held l e c t u r e s  fo r  p r i e s t s  

and canons ,  a s  w e l l  as fo r  theo lo g ica l  s tuden t s ,  w e r e  de s igned  as 

l e c t u r e r s .  The  in c o rp o ra t io n  of m e d i c a l  and j u r i s t  c h a i r s  was  a lso  

c o n s id e re d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  nothing cam e out of the p r o m i s in g  beginning.

" I t  w as  the p a s s iv e  r e s i s t a n c e  of the canons ,  who did not w a n t  to know 

about  the new d o c t r in e ,  as we l l  as  m o n e ta r y  d i f f icu l t ie s ,  w h ich  b rought  

about the f a i l u r e  of the w o rk  a f te r  a decade  of e f f o r t s . " ^

J o r d a n  gives  ex tens ive  de ta i l s  pe r ta in ing  to the p r o p o s e d  

p lans  fo r  the g y m n as iu m  and even tua l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a college  in 

A n sb ach ,  inc luding the founding docum ent  o f  M a r  g rave  G eo rg e ,  8 

N o v e m b er  1529. ^ This  docum ent  p ro v id e s  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 

new col lege out of the St. G u m b re c h t s  S e m in a ry  in  A nsbach  and identi f ies  

p ro s p e c t iv e  faculty  m e m b e r s .  The p u rp o se  is to fo rm  c l o i s t e r  p e r s o n n e l ,  

c l e r g y ,  and  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  they be  u se fu l  in  s p i r i t u a l  and w o r ld  a f f a i r s  in 

o r d e r  to so f u r th e r  the E v a n g e l i c a l  F a i t h  th a t  it would  be c e r t a i n  not to 

dec l ine .  L e c t u r e s  w e re  to be given in the "H aup tsp r  achen  und an de r  en 

K uns ten"  (p r inc ipa l  languages  and o ther  a r t s ) ,  as  we l l  a s  l e c t u r e s  in "

^Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i e  zu B a y r e u t h , p.  2. 

^ J o rd a n ,  B.eformation  und G e le h r t e  B i ld u n g , I,  117.
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I m p e r i a l  Law and m ed ic in e .  J o r d a n  c o m m e n ts  tha t  th is  " dente t  t a t s a c h -

l i ch  auf die A bsich t  d e r  Griindung e in e r  H o c h sc h u le " (ac tually  poin ts  out

the in tent ion for the founding of a c o l l e g e ).  ̂ Due to p e r s i s t e n t  f inanc ia l

d i ff icul t ies  in the M a r g r a v a t e  and the d i s p e r s a l  du r ing  the decade of the

p r o p o s e d  faculty  m e m b e r s ,  the p lans  for  a co l lege  a t  A nsbach  cam e  to

an end in the y e a r  1539/40 .  ^

The a t t e m p t  to develop a u n iv e r s i ty  in the second  canon ica l

s e m i n a r y  in the M a r g r a v a t e  at  Feu ch tw an g en  p a r a l l e l e d  in m an y  r e s p e c t s

the deve lopm ent  in A nsbach .  The City  C ounci l  of F euch tw angen  in 1532

pe t i t ioned  the M a r g r a v e  to  lo ca te  the p r o p o s e d  college  in t h e i r  c i ty .

J o r d a n  s t a t e s :  " I t  is  a l so  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it  w as  dec ided  in 1539 to e s t a b l i s h

the u n iv e r s i ty  in F euch tw angen ,  bu t  we  h e a r  nex t  to nothing of the c a r  -

3
ry ing-out of the thoughts .  " A ign  r e l a t e s  th a t  the p r o p o s a l  w a s  h in d e re d

4
by the uneasy  ev en ts  of the t i m e s .  T h e se  w e r e  the l a s t  y e a r s  of M a r 

g rave  G e o r g e ' s  r e ig n .  A lb e r t  A lc ib ia d es ,  at n in e te en  y e a r s  of age in 

1541, took ove r  the r e ig n  of the M a r g r a v a t e  in the h igh lands ,  "and  wi th  

th a t  began  a t im e  of u n r e s t ,  in wh ich  w e  h e a r  l i t t le  of the p r o j e c t  un ti l  

1546.

4 b i d . , 1, 180. ^Ibid. , I, 212-13 .

3
J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t i o n  und G e le h r te  B i ld u n g , I,  262.

4
Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i e  , p.  2.

^Jordan, R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh rte  Bildung,  I, 262.
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Diff icu lt ies  r e a c h e d  a  c r i s i s  on the 30th of N o v em b er  1546

and the following days when F euch tw angen  w as  p lu n d e red  by s o ld ie r s  of

the Spanish  C o lone l  B a r o n  E gm on t  B u re n .  K a r l  V, E m p e r o r  of the

Holy R om an  E m p i r e ,  h im s e l f  cam e  to Feuch tw angen ,  a t  which t im e  the

Deacon John  D ie t r i c h ,  the C h ap te r  of the S em in a ry ,  the Mayor and the

Ci ty  Counci l  of F euch tw angen  pe t i t ioned  him among o th e r  th ings fo r  the

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a un ive rs i ty .  "The  w i s h  for the fu l f i l lm en t  of the ideas

for  a u n ive rs i ty  w a s  ce r ta in ly  in these  m a r t i a l  m o m e n t s  abundant ly

bold ,  and we n e v e r th e l e s s  m u s t  take  the F euch tw angen  peti t ion ,  f i r s t

of a l l ,  as a sym ptom  of the a l ready  exis t ing  p lans .  No action w a s

taken  on the pe t i t ion  and th is  t e r m i n a t e d  the m o v e m e n t  for the founding

of the u n iv e r s i ty  in th a t  locat ion.  "So the R e f o rm a t io n  had b rought  as

2
ye t  no u n ive rs i ty  to the M a r g r a v i a l  t e r r i t o r i e s .  "

The e a r ly  y e a r s  of the R e f o r m a t io n  w e r e  fraught w i th  a 

s u c c e s s io n  of p o l i t i c o - r e l i g io u s  w a r s  which  r e p ea ted ly  d ev as ta ted  the 

F r a n c o n ia n  L an d s .  A lb e r t  A lc ib iades ,  D er  K r i e g e r  (The W a r r io r ) ,  

C a s i m i r ' s son,  had  r e a c h e d  his  m a j o r i t y  and a s s u m e d  the r e ig n  over  

the "Highlands"  in 1541. He w as  confron ted  a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  wi th  

the f i r s t  of s e v e r a l  w a r s  which  w e re  to ex tend  th ro u g h  h is  r e ig n .  He

"Ib id . , pp. 263-64.

^Aign fu r th e r  s ta t e s :  "T h is  m a t t e r  r e s t e d  a cen tury  unt i l
the G e n era l  Super in tenden t  D r .  C h r .  A l tho fe r  in K ulm bach  se ized  upon 
i t .  It w as  dur ing  the re ign  of the M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  (1903-55).  "
F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d é m i e , p.  2. Aign o m i t s  any ment ion  of the un iv e rs i ty  
p lans  of 1594-1595 dur ing  the r e ig n  of M a r g ra v e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k .
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found h im se l f  captive  on o c c a s io n s ,  and eventua l ly  m e t  h is  death  while
1

in exile under the I m p e r ia l  B an  in 1557.

It is amaz ing  tha t  any thought  was  given to educa t ion  during 

those y e a r s  when the F r a n c o n ia n  c i t i e s ,  towns ,  and v i l lages  w e r e  looted 

and burned  and the land p lu n d e re d  th roughout .  It is o b s e r v e d  tha t  r e 

g a r d l e s s  of these  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  an  i n t e r e s t  w as  m a in ta in ed ,  and e d u 

ca t iona l  ac tiv it i ty  did continue,  a l though at t im e s  it was  a t  a  reduced  

r a t e .

J o r d a n  com piled  s t a t i s t i c s  on the u n iv e r s i ty  m a t r i c u l a t i o n

of s tudents  f ro m  the M a r g r a v a t e  attending the v a r io u s  u n iv e r s i t i e s

2
during  the p e r io d  1528-1560. He no te s  that  the u n iv e r s i ty  e n ro l lm e n t  

f r o m  the M a r g r a v a t e s  Ansbach  and B a y r e u th  dec l ined  in c o m p a r i s o n  

w i th  the p reced in g  t im e s ,  and w e r e  c o n s id e rab ly  reduced .  He o b s e r v e s  

th a t  p rev ious ly  the u n iv e r s i ty  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  had b een  p r inc ipa l ly  i n t e r - 

t e r r i t o r i a l  and in te rna t iona l  in choice  and tha t  dur ing  the p e r i o d  under 

d i s cu s s io n ,  some u n iv e r s i t i e s  w e r e  subs tan t ia l ly  f a vo red ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  

f r o m  a denomina t iona l  point  of view. It is a lso  no ted  th a t  the e n r o l lm e n t  

was  not exc lus ive ly  in L u th e ran  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  excep t  for th eo log ica l  

s tuden ts .  Some s tudents  of ju r i s p r u d e n c e  and m ed ic ine  e n ro l l e d  in 

Catho l ic  u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  such a s  Ingo ls tad t  and those  in Italy.

^M eyer ,  Gesch ich te  de r  B u rg g ra f s c h a f t ,  pp. 1 20-26; F r i e d 
r i c h  Stein,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , II, 43-45, 47-55.

'^Map 5 ,  M a r g r a v a t e  A n s b a c h -B a y r e u th  U n iv e r s i ty  M a t r i c u 
la t ion  1528-1560, in fra ,  p.  62.
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A c o m p a r i s o n  of the contingents  at  u n iv e r s i t i e s  f ro m  the 

l a r g e r  p la c e s  dur ing  the Middle Ages and during the p e r io d  1528-1560 

d i s c lo se d  th a t  they w e re  m u ch  l a r g e r  than Ansbach ,  Feuch twangen ,  and 

Ki tz ingen  in the l a t e r  p e r io d .  J o r d a n  a t t r ib u te s  the i n c r e a s e  to the i m 

p roved  educa t iona l  m a t t e r s  in those  locat ions .  He no te s ,  h o w e v e r , tha t  

the e n r o l lm e n t  f ro m  those  c i t i e s  w e re  l e s s  than th o se  f rom  Bayreuth  and 

Schwabach.  The c o m p a r i s o n  a lso  d i s c lo se d  th a t  the e n r o l lm e n t s  w e re  

s m a l l  f r o m  a n u m b e r  of the a v e r a g e - s i z e d  p laces  like C reg l in g en .

J o r d a n  c o m m e n ts  tha t  th is  condit ion w as  poss ib ly  due to v a r i a t i o n s  which  

handicapped  school m a t t e r s  in those  loca t ions .

J o r d a n  c o n s id e r e d  the poss ib i l i ty  of double e n r o l lm e n t s  and 

the p robab le  e n r o l l m e n t  f r o m  the s m a l l e r  p l a c e s  and e s t i m a t e s  the to ta l  

e n r o l lm e n t  dur ing  1528-1560 to be " so m e  500" s tu d en t s .  He fu r th e r  

c o m p a r e s  the e n r o l lm e n t s  of the la te  Middle Ages and the R e f o rm a t io n  

for the c i t i e s  of Hof,  B a y r e u th ,  Schwabach, K u lm bach ,  Ansbach ,  K i t 

zingen, G unzenhausen ,  W unsiede l ,  and W e is s en s ta d t ,  the l a r g e r  towns 

and c i t i e s .  He no tes  th a t  in the l a s t  t h i r ty -o n e  y e a r s  be fo re  the R e f o r 

m a t io n ,  1486-1517, t h e r e  w as  an annual a v e r ag e  of 176 s tudents  f rom  

these  p l a c e s .  In the p e r io d  of u n r e s t  be tween 1517 and 1528, th is  

a v e r ag e  fell  to 105 in th a t  decade .  H ow ever ,  the e n r o l lm e n t  aga in  r o s e  

in the R e f o r m a t io n  E r a ,  1528-1560,  to  126, a f igure  s t i l l  not a s  g r e a t  

as  tha t  of the l a s t  decade of the Middle Ages.  C o n s id e r in g  those  c i t ie s  

w h e re  the p r o t e s t a n t  ed u ca t ion  "wi th  its  new in s t ru c t io n  had tak en  d eepe r
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ro o t ,  n a m e ly  A nsbach ,  K i tz ingen ,  and Hof,  " the a v e rag e  f r o m  th e se  c i t ie s  

fo r  e a c h  decade be tween  1486 and  1517 w as  75; fo r  the p e r io d  1517-1528 

the a v e r a g e  fell to 46; for the p e r i o d  1528-1560 it again  r o s e  to 76.

J o r d a n  poin ts  out tha t  the a t tendance  f r o m  th e se  th r e e  c i t i e s  was  h igher  

in 1560 than  in the Middle Ages.  J o r d a n  a lso  poin ts  out tha t  the g e n e r a l  

a t tendance  at the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  fo r  e a c h  decade of the p e r io d  I486 

to 1517 w a s  an a v e rag e  of 20 ,436;  fo r  the p e r i o d  1517 to 1528 the decade 

a v e r a g e  d e c r e a s e d  to 13, 713; and in the p e r io d  1528 to 1560 the decade  

a v e r a g e  d e c r e a s e d  f u r t h e r  to 8 ,8 0 6 .  It is thus  no ted  th a t  the g e n e r a l  

a t t endance  a t  the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  did not r e c o v e r  as  rap id ly  a s  it 

had in the F r a n c o n ia n  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  bu t  had sunk to o n e - t h i r d  of the 

M ed ieva l  height.

J o r d a n  a t t r ib u te s  the  d e c r e a s e d  u n iv e r s i ty  a t tendance  dur ing  

th e se  y e a r s  p a r t i a l ly  to  the d i s ru p t io n  of the M ed ieva l  L a t in  schoo ls  

w h ich  had not yet  begun  to r e c o v e r .  A no the r  f a c to r  w hich  undoubtedly  

in f luenced  u n iv e r s i ty  a t tendance  f r o m  the M a r g r a v a t e s  w as  the U n i v e r s i -  

t a t s s t i p e n d ie n  (u n iv e r s i ty  s c h o la r s h ip s ) ,  wh ich  even tua l ly  w e re  p laced  

into o rd in a n c es  and b e c a m e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s .  

The s c h o la r s h ip s ,  a l though in e x i s t e n c e  in the la te  Middle  Ages  as 

p re v io u s ly  r e l a t e d ,  w e r e  expanded  as  add i t iona l  funds f r o m  the c l o i s t e r  

e s t a t e s  b e c a m e  av a i lab le .  J o r d a n  r e p o r t s  as an exam ple  tha t  L u th e r  

r e q u e s t e d  the M a r g r a v e  to endow G eorge  Sch lege l  f r o m  G uzenhausen

Jordan,  R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , I, 3 3 3 -4 0 .
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who had s tudied in Wit tenberg  since  J an u a ry  1529, "wi th  a p iece  of the 

d isposed  p reb en d  for h is  s tud ies  in W i t tenbe rg ."  The M a r g r a v e ,  in 

the fa ll  of the s am e  y e a r ,  gave George  C ur io  of Hof, upon L u t h e r ' s  

i n t e r c e s s io n ,  a p re b e n d  f ro m  Feuchtwangen  tha t  he might pu rsue  the 

s tudy of med ic ine  in Ita ly.  The M a r g rav a te  B ran d en b u rg  ch am b er  

o rd inance  of 1535 p laced  in off ic ia l  fo rm tha t  the income f r o m  the c o n 

f i sca ted  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  e s t a t e s  a l so  should be u sed  fo r  the suppor t  of 

the  s tudents .

M a r g r a v e  A lbe r t  took over  the r e ig n  in the Highlands in 

1541 and George  died  in 1543. These  two events  b rought  about a d e 

c i s io n  be tween  the two M a r g r a v a t e s  r eg a rd in g  the u t i l iza t ion  of the 

conf isca ted  c h u r c h  e s t a t e s .  The Counci ls  of both M a r g r a v a t e s  d e t e r m 

ined tha t  the income f rom  the Hei lb ronn  e s t a t e s  in the  amount of 1, 000 

gulden year ly  would be u sed  for s ch o la r s h ip s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  

for  both  M a r g r a v a t e s .  M a r g ra v e  A lbe r t ,  f rom  the  y e a r  1544, used  the 

income f ro m  the d i s so lv e d  F r a n c i s c a n  c lo i s t e r  at Hof fo r  u n ive rs i ty  

s c h o la r s h ip s .  The r a t e  w a s  4 to  50 f lo r in  fo r  nobles and 2 to 40 f lo r in  

for  c o m m o n e r s , for e a c h  th re e  y e a r s .  The n u m b e r  of s c h o la r s h ip s  i n 

c r e a s e d  f rom  y e a r  to y ear ;  in 1544 the amount w as  280 f lo r in  fo r  six 

s c h o la r s h ip s ,  in 1546 the s c h o la r s h ip s  i n c r e a s e d  to twenty,  in 1549 

they d e c r e a s e d  to  ten ,  and in 1551 i n c r e a s e d  aga in  to 995 f lo r in  for 

tw en ty - four  s tuden ts .

"The  c i t ie s  a l so  soon r e a l i z e d  th e i r  t a sk  in the advancement
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of the s tud ie s ,  " A youth,  P a u l  E b e r ,  had a sked  the Counci l  of his 

" F a t h e r  C i t y , "  Kitz ingen,  about  a s c h o la r s h ip  in 1532 before  he went  to 

the un iv e r s i ty  in W it tenberg .  The following y e a r ,  1533, H ie ro n y m s  

K um pf  and his wife bequea thed  1,000 gulden with  50 f lo r in  year ly  i n t e r e s t s ,  

w i th  which two or  th ree  youths in Ki tz ingen  could  continue the i r  s tud ies .  

T h e se  s c h o la r s h ip s  c a r r i e d  an obligation th a t  the s tudent  m u s t  s e r v e  the 

city of Ki tz ingen. The endowment w as  e n l a r g e d  by 1553 to about 4, 500 

f lo r in ,  which gave about 225 f lo r in  annual ly  for each  student.  The city  

of B a y r e u th  as  e a r l y  as  1538 u t i l ized  the c h u r c h  endowments  for s c h o l a r 

ships fo r  the  city c h i ld re n  w i th  the obliga tion  to se rv e  the schools  and 

church .

J o r d a n  c o m m e n ts  th a t  the v a r io u s  s ch o la r sh ip  a c t s  p e r m i t s

"a  r i c h  enough outl ine  p ic tu re ,  " in o r d e r  to show th a t  "the t e r r i t o r y  and

the c ity  of both M a r g r a v a t e s  dur ing  the t im e  of the R e f o rm a t io n  r e c o g -

2
ni zed the t a sk  of f inancia l  a d v an c e m en t  fo r  the sch o la r ly  s t u d i e s . "

The  Beginning of a  G e n e r a l  O rg an iza t ion  for 
Educa t ion  in the M a r g r a v a t e  A nsbach-  

B a y r e u th

The decades  f r o m  the R e l ig ious  P e a c e  of Augsburg  
(1555) to the beginning of the T h i r ty  Y e a r s '  War (1618) 
w e r e  the m o s t  fo r tuna te  y e a r s  which  w e r e  bes tow ed  upon 
the G e r m a n  p e o p le . . . . The R e l ig ious  P e a c e  of Augsburg 
o f fe red  the poss ib i l i ty  to some extent fo r  p eacab le  coex is tence

Jordan, R efo rm a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld un g , I, 321-33 .

“I b i d . , I, 333.
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fo r  the denom ina t ions  and the t e r r i t o r i e s .  In spite of the 
la s t ing  and often  sha rp en in g  of an tagon ism s  of the d e n o m i 
nat ions ,  th e se  now could  develop  in the t e r r i t o r i e s  c o m 
p le te ly  und is tu rbed ,  and b ro u g h t  about  a new b a s i s  for 
s p i r i tu a l  and o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  conso l ida t ion  th ro u g h  the 
R e fo rm a t io n  M ovem ent .  The P r o t e s t a n t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
c r e a t e d  th e i r  c o n s i s t o r i e s ,  o rg a n iz ed  m o r e  and m o r e  
th e i r  church  and school  a f f a i r s ,  f i r m ly  i n t e r r e l a t e d  with  
the s ta te  and could now also  c a r r y  on e n d e a v o r s ,  which  
w e r e  a im ed  a t  ex p an s io n  and im p r o v e m e n t  of sch o la r ly  
l e a r n i n g .

One can a lso  o b s e r v e  th is  deve lopm ent  in the 
M a r g r a v a t e  A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th .  The 40th and 50th y e a r s  
of the R e f o rm a t io n  C e n t u r y  had been  for both  M a r g r a v a t e s  
t i m e s  of change, in p a r t  u n r e s t .  ^

The difficul t  t i m e s  under the re ign  of A lb e r t  A lc ib iades

w e r e  b rough t  to an end by h i s  e a r l y  dea th  in 1557, The  young M a r g r a v e

George  F r e d e r i c k ,  son of G e o rg e ,  "The  Devout,  " w as  four y e a r s  old

(1543) w hen  he in h e r i t e d  the M a r g r a v a t e  Ansbach.  The t e r r i t o r y  w as

placed  under  a regency  unti l  George  F r e d e r i c k  a t t a ined  a  d e c la re d

m a j o r i t y  in 1556. The two M a r g r a v a t e s ,  A nsbacn  and B ay r e u th ,  w e r e

united again  following the dea th  of A lc ib iades ,  who w as  so n le s s .  Twenty-

one y e a r s  l a t e r ,  1578, G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  a s s u m e d  the G o v e rn o r s h ip  of

2
the Duchy of P r u s s i a ,  for h is  i l l  cousin ,  the Duke A lb e r t  F r e d e r i c k .

J o r d a n  c o m m e n t s  on the r e ig n  of G eorge  F r e d e r i c k :  "T h e re

m ay  be no ques t ion ,  tha t  th is  t im e ,  the a lm o s t  half  c en tu ry  of h i s  re ign ,  

r e p r e s e n t s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  d iv e r s e  and fo r tunate  deve lopm ent  for

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i ld u n g , II, 1.

2
Ib id . , II, 2; M e y e r ,  G e sch ich te  de r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 

127; Stein,  Gesch ich te  F r a n k e n s ,  II, 80.
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both  of the M a r g r a v a t e s . ” He a p p a ren t ly  did m u c h  to im prove  the 

g e n e r a l  condit ions  within  h is  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  for educa tion .  

M a r g r a v e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  c o l lec ted  about h im s e l f  and th roughout  his 

dom ain  a  g roup  of  d is t ingu ished  l e a r n e d  g e n t l e m en  and em in en t  s c h o la r s  

to s e r v e  in h i s  g o v e rn m e n t ,  c h u r c h e s ,  and schoo ls .  He sent  a s t a t e 

m e n t  of h is  dec i s io n s  to the a s s e m b l e d  theo log ians  a t  the Synod of 

A nsbach  on the 7th O c tober  1556, s ta t ing  the f o r m a t io n  of the C h a p t e r ,  

Super  in te n d e n cy , and o th e r  c h u rc h  a f f a i r s ,  and a l so  for the  schools  and 

educa t io n a l  a f f a i r s .

"T he  tone of h i s  d ec i s io n  l i e s  quite  obviously  on the e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  of v il lage  schoo ls ,  i . e . ,  schools  in the con s id e rab ly  l a r g e r  

v i l l a g e s .  T h e s e  schools  w e r e  to be not m e r e l y  G e r m a n  language  

sch o o ls ,  but a l so  o f fe r  the L a t in  language  and the f i r s t  p r e p a r a t i o n  for 

h igher  s choo ls .  Off icia l  c l e r g y ,  school  t e a c h e r s ,  and l e a r n e d  m e n  f r o m  

the c o u n t r y - s id e  w e r e  to be su m m o n ed .  " I t  is f u r th e r  im p o r tan t  th a t  

the t roub le  fo r  the school and  c h u rc h  deve loped  on  the one side in the 

r e s u m p t i o n  of the m e d ie v a l  union o f  the school and ch u rch ,  and in the 

p l a c e m e n t  of the p a s to r  and  school under  the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o n s i s to r y  

of the M a r g r a v a t e .  F u r t h e r  o rg a n iz a t io n a l  d i r e c t iv e s  w e re  con ta ined  

in the M a r g r a v e ' s  s t a t e m e n t  tha t  the  chap la ins  and sex tons  should  r e 

p lace  any lacking  of s c h o o l m a s t e r s  ; the  p a s to r  should be the school

Jordan,  R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 2.

^ I b id . , II, 7. ^Ibid.
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sup e r in ten d en t  and the s c h o o l m a s t e r  p laced  un d e r  him. The appoin tment  

and d i s m i s s a l  of the s c h o o l m a s t e r  w e r e  to be m a d e  only w i th  the know

ledge of the C ounci l  and the w ish es  of the p a s t o r .  It was not des igna ted  

in th is  s t a t e m e n t  who would  appoin t and  d i s m is s  the s c h o o l m a s t e r ;  

how ever ,  i t  w as  p robab ly  the M a r g r a v a t e  g o v e rn m e n t  th ro u g h  its s u b 

o rd in a n c e s ,  the chief o f f i c i a l s ,  and,  in c a s e s  of e m b a r r a s s i n g  conduct ,  

even  the p a s t o r .  "The s t a t e m e n t  in tended then  a l s o  the h ig h e r  educa t ion ,  

in tha t  it r e c o m m e n d e d  to e s t a b l i s h  so m e  c l o i s t e r  schools  a f t e r  the 

Saxon m o d e l  and  to  t r a n s f o r m  the endowed school  into c l a s s i c a l  schools .

The M a r g r a v e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  had a s e r i e s  of s tud ies  

conducted  by v a r io u s  ind iv idua ls  and g o v e r n m e n ta l  counci l s  i n  o r d e r  to 

p rov ide  the b a s i s  for  h i s  d e c i s io n  and even tua l  d e c r e e  p e r t a in in g  to e d u 

ca t iona l  m a t t e r s .  The d e c r e e  w as  i s s u e d  on the 20th of A ugust  1563, 

and e s ta b l i s h e d  s c h o la r s h ip s  fo r  the schoo ls  in A nsbach  and  Hof and  for 

the  theo log ica l  s tuden ts  f r o m  both  of the M a r g r a v a t e s  who w e r e  studying 

a t  W it tenberg .  It fa i led ,  h o w ever ,  to p rov ide  fo r  a  genuine  u n iv e r s i ty

o r  a  h ig h e r  school ,  bu t  d id  p rov ide  the  beginning of an o r g a n iz a t i o n  of

2
s ta te  - suppor ted  educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s .

S e v e ra l  s tu d ie s ,  i n sp ec t io n s ,  and r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w e r e  

m ade  dur ing  a  p e r io d  of m o r e  than  two d e ca d e s  r e l a t iv e  to the u t i l iza t ion

^Jordan, R e f o r m a t io n  und G elehrte  B i ld u n g , II, 3-

^Ibid. , II, 8 - 1 8 .
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of the H e i l sb r o n n  school.   ̂ M a r g r a v e  George  F r e d e r i c k  i s s u e d  a  c h a r t e r  

fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a h ighe r  school,  H e i lb ronn  F u r s t e n s c h u l e , 

P r i n c e ' s  School,  da ted  in P r u s s i a  on 19 July  1581.

The g e n e r a l  f e a tu r e s  se t  out in the c h a r t e r  w ere ;

The schools  should be a " C h r i s t i a n  s e p a r a t i s t  school,  " 
in which  the s tudents  wil l  be i n s t ru c te d  in "God 's  w o rd  and 
p r o p e r  p r o t e s t a n t  d oc t r ine ,  also becom e educa ted  in the 
languages  and l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  in o r d e r  tha t  when a shor tage  
of p e r s o n n e l  fo r  the c h u rc h es  and schools  o c c u r r e d ,  a 
supply  of l e a r n e d  people "with  God 's  g race  and b le s s in g s "  
could  be co l lec ted .  ^

The P r i n c e ' s  School was  duly opened  and s e r v e d  the A nsbach  t e r r i t o r y

for  a p p ro x im a te ly  150 y e a r s  by provid ing a flow of students  to the

3v a r i o u s  u n iv e r s i t i e s .

The M ar g rav e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  enac ted  a C o n s i s to ry

ord inance  on 21 J a n u a r y  1594, which  for a cen tu ry  fo rm ed  the b a s i s  for

the  c h u r c h ' s  pos i t ion  and re g u la te d  not only the chu rch  a f fa i r s  bu t  a lso

those  of the school.  The e n t i r e  educa t iona l  m a t t e r s  w e re  p la ce d  under

the M a r g r a v i a l  C o n s i s to ry .  Th i s  ac t  c o m p le ted  the c en t r a l i z a t io n  of

4
educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s  in  the A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  t e r r i t o r i e s .

^Ibid. , II, 19; J o r d a n  c i tes  B u t tn e r ,  M a te r i a l i e n  z u r  Ans-
h a c h e r  Gesch ich te  u. , 1807, I, 25-28, th a t  a p lan  w as  fo s t e r e d  in 1566 
fo r  a u n iv e r s i ty  a t  H e i lb ronn .  J o r d a n  s t a t e s  tha t  he (Jordan)  does  not 
have any d o c u m en ta ry  evidence  on th is  s ta t em e n t .

2
J o r d a n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  und G e leh r t e  B i ldung , II, 20.

^Ib id . , II, 18-30.

4
Ibid. , II, 35-41;  M e y e r ,  G esch ichte  der B u r g g r a f s c h a f t ,

pp. 128-29 .



71

The U n iv e r s i ty  P l a n  of 1594-1595

A m o v e m e n t  was  under way for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a u n i 

v e r s i t y  in the A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th  t e r r i t o r y  be fo re  the C o n s i s to r y  O r d i 

nance of 1594 w as  enac ted .  Thoughts  w e re  to locate  the un ive rs i ty  e i th e r  

in H e i l sb r o n n  or Feuch twangen .  Both  of th e se  lo ca t ions  w e re  abandoned 

when the c o s t s  of housing in H e i l sb r o n n  and the c o s t  of prov is ion ing  in 

Feuch tw angen  w e re  s tudied .  F o r e m o s t  among o the r  s i t e s  c o n s id e red  

w e re  C u lm b a ch  and B ay reu th .

"A denom ina t iona l  e l e m e n t  a lso  e n t e r e d  the c o n s id e ra t io n  of 

the p lan  a t  th is  t im e ,  the thought  of i n t e r c e s s i o n  of the c o n se rv a t iv e  

L u t h e r a n i s m  aga ins t  the J e s u i t s  on the one s ide,  and C a lv in i sm  on the 

o the r .  Of the  two u n iv e r s i t i e s  in F r a n k e n ,  one loca ted  at W urzburg  

was  occup ied  by the J e s u i t s ,  and the C a lv in i s t s  p r e v a i l e d  in the o th e r ,  

Altdorf,

The p ro v i s io n s  of th is  p lan  included the e lem en ts  of a genuine 

un ive rs i ty .  The facul ty  of theology w a s  to be f o r m e d  by th re e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  

to which a D eacon  or  endowed p r o f e s s o r  of the H ebrew  language ,  or 

ano ther  p r o f e s s o r  w e r e  to be added. C o n s id e r a t i o n  w a s  a lso  given to 

including four spec ia l  theo log ians .  The faculty  of ju r i s p r u d e n c e  would 

have s ix  j u r i s t s .  The facu l ty  of m e d ic in e  w e r e  a l lo t ted  th ree  p r o f e s s o r s  

with  a  to ta l  sum  of 300 Gulden. The faculty  of m ed ic ine  should be six 

p r o f e s s o r s  who quite p r o p e r l y  w ould  occupy the c h a i r s  of (1) e th ic s ,

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G elehrte  B ildung,  II, 42.
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(2) h i s to r y ,  (3) m a t h e m a t i c s ,  (4) p o e t ry ,  (5) e loquence ,  and o r a t o r y ,

and (6) G re ek  language. It is no ted  th a t  philosophy and n a tu ra l  h is to ry

a re  not m en t ioned .  J o r d a n  s t a t e s  tha t  he does  not know what opposit ion

h inde red  the com ple t ion  of the p r o j e c t  nor  why it w as  not p u r s u e d  

1
fu r th e r .

C e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of C o n t ro l  O ver  the La t in  and 
Ge r m a n  Schools in the  M a r g r a v a t e  

A n sb a c h -B a y r e u th

T h e re  was not a  c o m m o n  school o rd inance  concern ing  the 

L a t in  schools  dur ing  the r e ig n  of M a r g r a v e  George  F r e d e r i c k .  Ind i 

v idua l  s ch o o ls ,  h o w ever ,  did have th e i r  school  o rd in a n c e s .  The A n s 

b ach  G e r m a n  School Ord inance  w a s  developed soon a f t e r  1552, and a 

second  one,  the L a t in  School O rd inance  in 1573, The f i r s t  p ub l i shed  

school o rd inance  fo r  the L a t in  schools  in the M a r g r a v a t e  A nsbach  w a s  

in 1692. The A nsbach  G y m n a s iu m ,  h o w ever ,  w as  p laced  under the in 

spec t ion  of the c h u rc h  au thor i ty  by a  school o rd inance  in the s ix teen th  

cen tu ry .  The vi l lage  schools  w e r e  m en t io n ed  in C o n s i s to ry  o rd in a n c es

th rough  the y e a r s  1613, 1623, 1631, 1663, and 1718, p r o g r e s s i v e l y

2
bring ing  th e m  under the au thor i ty  of the church .

Îb id . , II, 60-66;  Jordan  p r e s e n t s  the U n iv e r s i ty  P lan  of
1594-1595 in i t s  o r ig ina l  fo rm ,  II, 44-66. 

2
Ibid. , II, 69 -7 0 .
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Thoughts oh Founding  a U n iv e r s i ty  in the 
M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u t h ,

1603 - 1655

"A long span  s e p a r a t e d  the l a s t  r e p o r t e d  u n iv e r s i ty  p lans
1

f ro m  the next which w i l l  be p ro d u c e d ,  a full  half  cen tu ry .  " George

F r e d e r i c k  died  s c n l e s s  on the  26th of A p r i l  1603. This  b rough t  to an

2
end  the old M a r g r a v i a l  line of the family  in F r a n c o n ia ,  The inhe r i tance  

r e v e r t e d  to the B r a n d e n b u r g  l ine of the fam i ly ,  and  the two t e r r i t o r i e s ,  

the Highland and the Lowland, w e r e  again  div ided. C h r i s t i a n ,  the 

second  son of Jo h n  G e o rg e ,  E l e c t o r  of B ra n d e n b u r g ,  r e c e iv e d  the H ig h 

lands  wi th  the s e a t  of  g o v e r n m e n t  in K u lm bach .  The t h i r d  son of the

3
E l e c t o r ,  J o a c h im  E r n e s t ,  r u l e d  the Lowlands  f r o m  Ansbach .  "B o th

of the se  had  s tudied j u r i s p r u d e n c e  and h i s to ry  in F r a n k f u r t  a . O .  and

4
w e r e  e d u ca ted  p r i n c e s .  " C h r i s t i a n  m o v ed  his  r e s id e n c e  to B ay r eu th  

(1604),  and f r o m  th a t  t im e  on the p r i n c e s  of the Highlands  w e r e  no longer 

known as  M a r g r a v e s  of B r a n d e n b u r g -K u lm b a c h ,  but by the t i t le  " M a r 

g rave  of B ay reu th .

C h r i s t i a n  w i th  h is  b r o t h e r ,  J o a c h im  E r n e s t ,  jo ined  
the Union of P r o t e s t a n t  P r i n c e s ,  wh ich  w as  f o r m e d  on the

1
Ib id . , II, 71.

^Stein,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , II, 81.

% i d . , II, 447.

"^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh rte  B i ld u n g , II, 71.

5
M e y e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p.  131.
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14th of May 1608 a t  A hausen  ( f o r m e r  B ened ic t ine  Abbey on 
the sou th  b o r d e r  of the A nsbach  P r in c ip a l i t y ) .  A lm o s t  his 
en t i r e  r e ig n  w a s  occupied  w i th  the h o r r o r s  of the T h i r ty  
Y e a r s  W ar .  ^

Both  of the M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  su f f e r e d  

s e v e r e ly  th roughou t  the T h i r ty  Y e a r s  W ar ,  as  these  lands  lay in the 

pa ths  of both  the P r o t e s t a n t  and C atho l ic  a r m i e s .  It is ha rd ly  im aginab le  

tha t  any thought  o r  e f fo r t  w as  ex tended  to e duca t iona l  m a t t e r s  at th is  

t ime  b e ca u se  of the  d if f icul t  s i tua t ion  w hich  confron ted  these  l ands .  

H ow ever ,  th i s  w as  not the c a s e .

M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n ,  as  had his im m e d ia te  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  

g a th e r e d  into h is  en to u rag e  a  g ro u p  of  d i s t in g u ish ed  s c h o l a r s .  F o r e 

m o s t  among th e s e  l e a r n e d  m e n  w a s  C h r i s t o p h e r  A l tho fe r ,  who w as  b o r n  

in the neighboring  N ü rn b e rg  t e r r i t o r y  and ed u ca te d  in  J e n a  and  W i t ten 

b e r g  w h e re  he r e c e i v e d  his D oc to r  of Theology.  Althofer  jo ined  the 

faculty  at  A l tdo r f  U n iv e r s i ty  w h e re  he a t t a in ed  em in en ce  th ro u g h  s e v e r a l  

re l ig io u s  d ispu ta t ions .  M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  ca l l ed  A l thofe r  to K u lm bach  

in 1644, w h e re  he b e c a m e  the G e n e r a l  S upe r in tenden t  of the M a r g r a v a t e .  

"In K u lm bach  we e n co u n te r  now the  3 9 -y e a r  devoted w o rk  for th e i r  u n i 

v e r s i t y .  N icho las  C r i n e s i u s ,  P r i v y  C o u n c i l lo r ,  w as  next to A l tho fe r  

of im p o r tan ce  in the u n iv e r s i ty  p lans .

A plan fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a un iv e r s i ty  w as  ou t l ined

^Ibid . , p. 131.

2
Jordan ,  R e fo rm a t io n  und G e leh rte  Bildung,  II, 79.
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some t im e  p r i o r  to 26th O c to b e r  1646. The p ro m in en t  f e a tu re s  se t  forth 

w e r e :  (1) the n u m b e r  of p r o f e s s o r s  fo r  ju r i s p r u d e n c e  w e r e  to  be th ree

or  four ;  (2) fo r  the ph i losoph ica l  facul ty  the re  w e re  to be five or six;

(3) th e r e  w e r e  to be nine p r o f e s s o r s  fo r  logic ,  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  e th ic s ,  

m.athem.ati cs ; o r a t o r y ,  p o e t ry ,  h i s to r y ,  G re e k  la n g u a g e , and Hebrew 

language;  (4) p r o v i s io n s  for a faculty  of medic ine  ; (5) the  annual co s t  

w as  to be 3, 000 f lo r in  gold and a s t ipu la ted  am ount  of wheat ,  b a r le y ,  

o r  c o rn ,  " . . .  so  th a t  we find h e re  a l r e ad y  the tendency to reduce  the 

e n o r m o u s  cos t  th ro u g h  p ro v is io n in g " ;  (6) t r a n s f e r  of some of the 

s c h o la r s h ip s  w as  a lso  l i s ted ;  and (7) c o n s id e ra t io n s  w e re  a lso  given for 

the im p r o v e m e n t  of the lo w e r  schoo ls .

The C h a n c e l lo r  von F r e i l i t z s c h  a p p e a r s  to have e n d o r s e d  

the e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  and a g r e e d  to subm i t  i t  to the  M a r g r a v e .  The p lan  

w as  su b m i t t e d  to M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  in O c tober ,  1645. The M arg rav e  

a n s w e r e d  the p ro b le m  concern ing  the u n iv e r s i ty  some t im e  be fo re  the 

26th of O c tober  1645. He e x p r e s s e d  his approva l  of th e i r  e f fo r t s ,  but 

p o in ted  out tha t  due to the continued  hos t i l i t i e s  such  an ex tens ive  p ro je c t  

would  doub t le ss  fail  and r e q u e s t e d  f u r t h e r  planning.

A l thofe r ,  N ico laus  C r i n e s i u s ,  A n d re a s  Schwalbe and F r i e s e n  

s u b m i t t e d  a p ro to c o l  on the 26th O c tober  1645, se tt ing out in extensive  

d e ta i l  the f o r m a t io n  for a u n iv e r s i ty .  This plan e n u m e r a t e d  the facult ies  

and  s a l a r i e s  w h ich  w e re ;  th re e  theo log ians ,  four j u r i s t s ,  th r e e  m e d ic a l s ,

h b i d .  , II, 82.
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five p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  and f if teen p r o f e s s o r s . This  was  m o re  than  tha t  

sugges ted  by L u the r  in 1529. P r o v i s i o n s  for f inancing w e r e  a lso  d e 

ta i l ed ,  which included among o t h e r s ,  a tax  on b e e r  f r o m  the city and 

d i s t r i c t  Ku lm bach .  The p lan  was  r e t u r n e d  again  in Oc tober  1646 w i th  

a r e q u e s t  for a fu r th e r  t e s t im o n ia l .  P la n s  w e re  submit ted ,  but as the 

financ ia l  p r o b le m s  w e re  not s a t i s f a c to r i ly  so lved  and the e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  

t ro u b le s  of the T h i r ty  Y e a r s  V/ar w e r e  p r e s e n t  a s  la te  as  1648, they 

could no longe r  w in  the w ishes  of the M a r g ra v e  C h r i s t i a n .  ^

The P r i n c e ' s  School in  H e i l sb ro n n  

The C o n s i s to r y  in  K u lm bach ,  on 20 October  1651, had p r o 

p o sed  and adv ised  th a t  the H e i l sb ro n n  P r i n c e ' s  School be d i s so lv ed .

They f u r t h e r  p ro p o s e d  to divide the income f r o m  the c lo i s t e r  be tw een  

the two M ar  g r a v â t e s  in o r d e r  th a t  the M a r g r a v a t e  below the m oun ta ins  

m igh t  use  t h e i r  ha l f  fo r  the im p r o v e m e n t  of the school in A nsbach ,  and 

th a t  the M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  m ig h t  use' h is  p o r t io n  to  e s t a b l i s h  a g y m 

n a s iu m  in Kulmbach .  H ow ever ,  the d i ff icul t ies  of the t i m e s  com pe l led  

m o r e  f ru g a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  Thoughts  w e r e  again  t u r n e d  to w a r d  the 

r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the H e i l sb ro n n  school which  had been  " v e r y  r a v a g ed  

th rough  the w a r ,  and fo r  24 y e a r s  had been  in te r ru p te d ,  shut down and 

fa l len  in r u in s .  " The opinions  of the K u lm bach  V ic e - P r in c ip a l ,  p u b 

^Jordan, R e fo rm a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i ld u n g , II, 7 1 -108 .

^Ibid. , II, 109.



l i sh ed  25 August 1654, do not m e n t io n  a un iv e rs i ty  p lan  but only to again  

e s t a b l i s h  an o rd in a r y  gym n as iu m  having a l e s s e r  sp h e re  than  e a r l i e r .

The school was  to take in m e r e l y  ha lf  the e a r l i e r  n u m b e r  of t e a c h e r s  

and s tudents .

The school began  again  dur ing  the  days be tw een  26-31 

J a n u a ry  1655, wi th  two t e a c h e r s  and fifty s tuden ts .  P r e v i o u s l y  the 

school had had s ix  c l a s s e s ,  now th e r e  w e r e  only two, and the G e r m a n  

S c h o o lm a s te r  had a th i rd .  A t h i r d  genuine c l a s s  w a s  added in 1658.

The A n sb ach e r  C o n s i s to r y  in 1658 r e c o m m e n d e d  (1) a t h i r d  t e a c h e r  

should  be em ployed  in the school,  a W it tenberg  s c h o la r s h ip  re c ip ien t ,  

as the G e r m a n  S c h o o lm a s te r  could  no longer  a d m i n i s t e r  th e se  func t ions ,  

and (2) each  p r in c ip a l i ty  should  send  th r e e  s tudents  to the  schools ,  for 

whom 600 f lo r in  would be des igna ted .

Fol lowing the d iv is ion  of the c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  in H e i l sb r o n n  

be tween  the two p r in c ip a l i t i e s  in  1719, w h e reb y  the G ym nas ium  re m a in e d  

a c o m m o n  insti tution,  the M a r g r a v e  George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l  of B a y r e u th  

p r o p o s e d  a d iv is ion  of  the  g y m n a s iu m .  This  w a s  e f fec ted  (1736) th rough  

the t r a n s f e r  of the Highlands p o r t i o n  to B ay reu th ,  M a r g r a v e  C a r l  Will iam 

F r e d e r i c k  of Ansbach ,  1 M a r c h  1737, d i r e c te d  the t r a n s f e r  of the twenty-  

five H e i l sb ronn  board ing  s tudents  to the A nsbach  G y m n a s i u m , which 

now w as  improved .  ^

^Jordan, R efo rm a t io n  und G elehrte  Bildung,  II, 109-111 .
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On the 30th May 1655, s h o r t ly  a f t e r  the r e e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t  of H e i l sb ro n n ,  M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  has  died.  Before  
him (1649) the C h an ce l lo r  F e i l i t z s c h  had  died,  who had 
identi fied  h im s e l f  with  such  g r e a t  w a r m t h  for the u n ive rs i ty  
plan; C r i n e s  (1659) and Al thofer  ( 1 660) d e p a r te d  f r o m  th is  
l ife.  With tha t ,  the e a g e r  p r o m o t e r s  of the un iv e r s i ty  
p lan s  p a s s e d  away. T h e i r  in s p i r a t io n  w as  not los t .  The 
fu tu re  would show it. ^

Educa t ion  in the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  
1655-1735

"A new t ime began a f t e r  the T h i r ty  Y e a r s  War had finally

been  b ro u g h t  to a s e t t l em e n t ,  a l so  a new t im e  in the fie lds  of educa t iona l

2
ende avo r s . "

The  p e r io d  following the end  of the T h i r ty  Y e a r s  War was

m a r k e d  by an  in tens ive  devotion to su s ta in ing  life and even tua l ly  to the

r e c o v e r y  o f  the  land.  J o r d a n  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  i t  a s  " a  t im e  of w o r k  in

3
g r e a t e r  fa ith .  " The e f fo r t s  of a l l  peop le  w e r e  t u r n e d  to the g r e a t  t a sk .

The  P r i n c e ,  h is  council ,  and o f f ic ia ls  gave the  guiding p r in c ip le s

The l e a r n e d  m en ,  p a s t o r s ,  and  the schools  work ing  
in t h e i r  s ec lu s io n  w ith  t h e i r  s c h o o l m a s t e r s ,  who w e re  
p o o r ly  r e w a r d e d  and l e s s e r  e s t e e m e d ,  w e r e  outs tanding .
They he lped  the G e r m a n  people aga in  to decency and o r d e r ,  
and have b l e s s e d  the s p i r i t u a l  b r e a d ,  which  can  aga in  
s t r e n g th e n  t h e m .  ^

The a u th o r i t i e s  and  public  i n t e r e s t s  p ushed  the dem on  for  educa t ion  into

^Jordan, R eform at ion  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 111.

^Ibid . . % i d .

"Ibid.
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the  fo reg round .  "The pedagog ics  w e r e  again  c lo se ly  a l l i ed  wi th  pie ty ,  

w e r e  both  r e s t o r e d .

The Lat in  school could no lo n g e r  fulfi l l  the  needs  of these

t i m e s .

One saw a lso ,  th a t  the L a t in  school only too poor ly  
p r e p a r e d  one for the u n iv e r s i ty .  . . . Atten t ion  in B a y 
re u th  was  tu rn e d  to w a r d  the g y m n as iu m  i l l u s t r e . . . .
The  Knight ' s  A cadem y cam e  f o r w a r d  to under take  w ha t  
a p p e a r s  im p o ss ib le  for the u n iv e r s i ty .  . . . One needed  
i ts  t r a in ing  fo r  the p r a c t i c a l  l ife.  . . . The old schools  
could  only p rov ide  d r i e d - u p  dusty  w isd o m ,  which  w a s  
not suitable  for the p r a c t i c a l  life.  ^

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ,  the  g ra n d so n  of C h r i s t i a n ,  su cceed ed  to 

the r e i g n  of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  upon C h r i s t i a n ' s  dea th  in 1655. 

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ' s  f a th e r ,  E r d m a n n  A ugust ,  had p a s s e d  away p re v io u s ly  

in 1651, As a youth.of  e lev en  y e a r s ,  C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  w a s  p la c e d  under  

the  gu a rd ian sh ip  of "The  G r e a t  E l e c t o r "  of B r a n d en b u r g  and the M a r 

g ra v e  A lb e r t  of Ansbach .  He r e c e iv e d  h is  f i r s t  educa t iona l  i n s t r u c t io n  

in H a lb e r s t a d t  and B e r l i n .  He then  a t t ended  S t r a s sbu rg  U n iv e r s i ty  and

went  on the  G ra n d  Tour  to R o m e .  He b e c a m e  of age in 1661, and " so o n

3
found his  e n t i r e  life c o n su m e d  in fo r e ig n  w a r  s e r v i c e . "  He w as  

appoin ted  C o m m a n d e r  of the I m p e r i a l  A r m i e s  in 1707.

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  i n t e r s p e r s e d  h is  m i l i t a r y  e f fo r t s  with  

p e r s o n a l  d i rec t io n s  and ac t iv i t i e s  for the i m p r o v e m e n t  of his  hom eland .

4 b i d . ^Ib id . , II, 112.

3
M e y e r ,  G esch ich te  der B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 132.
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He w e lc o m e d  and p ro v id e d  a haven f o r  a  g roup  of F r e n c h  Huguenots

following the R ev oca t ion  of the E d ic t  of N a n te s .  M ost  of th e se  re fugees

se t t l e d  in and about E r l a n g e n ,  the home of the fu ture  un iv e r s i ty .  He

had a new city c o n s t r u c t e d  ad jacen t  to E r l a n g e n  which  was  n a m ed

C h r i s t i a n  E r l a n g e n ,  s ince  r e f e r r e d  to as  the "new c i t y . "  L a t e r ,  in

1700, he had  a  c a s t l e  c o n s t r u c te d  in the c e n t e r  of the new ci ty ,  which

I
today s e r v e s  as  the u n iv e r s i ty  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  building.

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  was  not unmindful of the need  for  educa t ion

fo r  h i s  cou n t ry m en .  He e s t a b l i s h e d  the G ym nas ium  i l lu s t r e  C h r i s t i a n -

E r n e s t i n u m  in B a y r e u th  by a  w r i t  of 29 June  1664, as  the  people in the

h ighlands  d id  not have a  genuine g y m n a s iu m .  The g ym nas ium  a t  H o f ,

w h ic h  had  b e en  founded by the city counci l ,  w a s  changed in f o r m  to a

P r i n c e ' s  s ta te  schoo l  by the M a r g r a v e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  in  1577-1579.

The new school  in  B a y r e u th  was def in ite ly  a n  ins t i tu t ion  of h ig h e r

l e a r n in g  above th a t  of the L a t in  school.  One could  m a t r i c u l a t e  in the

upper  c l a s s  who had co m p le ted  w o rk  in the low er  c l a s s  in logic ,  r h e to r i c ,

e th i c s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  p h y s i c s ,  and m e t a p h y s i c s .  " It is  the s y s te m  of the

2
m e d i e v a l  t r i v i u m  s and  q u a d r iv iu m  s. " The h ighe r  c l a s s  a lso  r e q u i r e d  

d i sp u ta t io n  e v e r y  e ight to  fo u r t ee n  days ,  c l a s s e s  in r h e to r i c  and logic,  

and  ex ten s iv e  study in h i s to ry .  The study of h i s to ry  r e f l e c te d  the p e r s o n a l

h b i d . , pp. 132-33.

2
Jordan,  R e fo r m a t io n  und G eleh rte  B i ld u n g , II, 115.
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inc l ina t ions  of the M a r g r a v e ,  and inc luded c h u rc h  h i s to ry ,  w o r ld  h i s to ry ,  

and  e m p h a s i s  on the old  and new h is to ry  of G e rm a n y .  The b o r d e r  be tween 

the gym nas ium  i l l u s t r e  and the u n iv e r s i ty  was  no t  c l e a r .  One, who c o m 

ple ted  th is  co u rse  of s tudy in the  h igher  school,  w as  expec ted  to  e n te r  

g o v e rn m e n t  office in confo rm i ty  to the  old t r a d i t io n .  Theology and 

philosophy w e r e  o f f e re d  in sh o r te n ed  c o u r s e s .

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  i s su e d  a d e c r e e  on 15 August  1687 gran t ing  

the  r ig h t  to the  F r e n c h  r e fu g ees  in E r la n g e n  to e s t a b l i s h  schools  for 

t h e i r  use .  H ow ever ,  no a c t io n  w a s  taken  on th is  m a t t e r .

The f i r s t  in s t i tu t ion  of h ighe r  l e a r n in g  in E r l a n g e n  w a s  an 

a c a d e m y  which  w as  founded th rough  the e ffor t s  of B a r o n  C h r i s t o p h e r  

Adam G r o s s  of T r o c k a u  to  Z e u le n re u th ,  T r en d e l  and T r a u t s k i r c h e n ,  

who had b e en  appointed High G o v e rn o r  of the  F r e n c h  colony at  N e u s ta d t -  

E r l a n g  (New City  E r lang )  in 1692. The thoughts  of the founding of the 

a ca d e m y  appea r  to have com e f ro m  D r .  M ar t inus  L u th e r  us  E a s t e r l i n g  

f r o m  N ü rn b e rg .  B a r o n  G r o s s  opened an A udi to r ium  publ icum in 

E r l a n g e n  on 17 July 1696, " a n  in s t i tu t ion  about which  w e  do not know 

m uch .  "  ̂ I t  r e a c h e d  i t s  end by 1702, p robably  on the opening of the 

acad em y .  ^ Aign r e l a t e s  tha t  B a r o n  von G r o s s  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a R i t t e r -  

ak adem ie  (Knights Academy) in E r l a n g e n ,  in tended fo r  the t r a in in g  of

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G elehrte  Bildung,  II, 118,

^ T l _ ;  J  T T  l i e
i U L U .  ,  J.JL ,  J. i  .
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noble youths.  It was opened on 2nd of J a n u a r y  1702 in a  new build ing,

and  w as  financed f rom  the p e r s o n a l  funds of the B a r o n  and an annual

donation of 1, 500 f lo r in  f ro m  the M a r g r a v e .  "With th i s  c rea t io n ,  the

thinking tu rn e d  again to a p ro p e r  u n iv e r s i t y . " ^  The M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n

E r n e s t  in an  undated l e t t e r  to King F r e d e r i c k  I of P r u s s i a  w ro te  ", . .

. re  so lved  in the name of God to endow a f o r m a l  u n iv e r s i ty  out of the

local Knights  A c a d e m y ,"  and to suppor t  i t  f r o m  the t e r r i t o r i a l  rev e n u es

2
to an annual amount of 6 to  8 ,0 0 0  flo r in .  The a ca d e m y  soon r e a c h e d  

full  b loom and a t t r a c t e d  m any  fo re ign  s tuden t s .  H ow ever ,  it en co u n te red  

f inanc ia l  d i ff icul t ies  and began to dec l ine .  The annual  1 ,500 f lo r in  d o 

nation  f r o m  the  M a r g ra v e  w as  not suff ic ien t  add i t iona l  suppor t  to m a i n 

ta in  the ins t i tu t ion .  M a r g ra v e  C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  died  in 1712. B a r o n  von 

G r o s s  took m o r e  f ro m  his  p e r s o n a l  for tune  to m a in ta in  the school and  

s t ipu la ted  in h is  wil l  tha t  h is  fo r tune  should  be given to the in s t i tu t ion  

upon the d ea th  of his wife .  ^

George  W il l iam,  C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ' s  son ,  succeeded  to the

 ̂Aign, F r i e d r i c h s  - A cadém ie  zu B ay r eu th ,  p. 4.

^ J o rd a n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 122-25. 
J o r d a n  p r e s e n t s  the o r ig inal  tex t  of th i s  l e t t e r  f rom  M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  
E r n e s t  to King F r e d e r i c k  of P r u s s i a .

3
Aign, F r i e d r i c h s -A cadém ie  zu B ay reu th ,  p. 4; Georg  

Schanz,  " Z u r  Vorgesch ich te  d e r  U n i v e r s i t a t  E r l a n g e n ,  " in A rc h iv  fur 
G esch ich te  und A l te r tum skunde  von O b e r f r a n k e n , Band  XV, N r .  3, 
Hsgb .  von H i s to r i s c h e n  V e re  in fur O b e r f r a n k e n  zu B a y r e u th  (Bayreuth : 
Th .  B u r g e r ,  1833), pp.  98-99,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as U nivers  i t a t  
E r l a n g e n .
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r e ig n  of tKe M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u t h  upon h is  f a t h e r ' s  d ea th  (1712). His

t e a c h e r s  w e re  the p r o f e s s o r s  H ag en  and S cha rd  f r o m  the B ay r eu th

G y m n as iu m .  L e a rn in g  w a s  dif f icult  for  h im  in h is  youth,  th e re fo re  he

had  not a t tended  a u n iv e r s i t y .   ̂ He w as  i n t e r e s t e d  in a l l  th ings  m i l i t a r y .

Like his f a th e r ,  he s e r v e d  in m i l i t a r y  c am p a ig n s  for A u s t r i a  and the

2
E m p i r e  as a c a v a l r y  c o m m a n d e r .  "His  r e ig n  exh ib i ted  a g r e a t  love 

fo r  sp lendor ;  expens ive  bu i ld ings  w e r e  e r e c t e d ;  g r e a t  s u m s  w e re  used  

on a l a rge  and go rg eo u s  c o u r t ,  a l though he he ld  for s im p l ic i ty  on the

3
p a r t  of the c o m m o n e r s .  . . "  He abo l i shed  the influence of p ie t i s m ,

and as  a mode l  of the abso lu te  r u l e r ,  h is  m o r a l  fau l t s  h a d  an effect  in

4
B a y r e u th  as  "an  u n r e s t r a i n e d  and l a sc iv io u s  tone m a r c h e d  in . "

He e x p r e s s e d  a  f r i e n d ly  c a r e  t o w a r d  educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s

and  b e c a m e  the second endow er  of the C h r i s t i a n - E r n s t - G y m n a s i u m  in

B ay r e u th ,  wh ich  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  f i f t ie th  a n n i v e r s a r y  dur ing  his  r e ig n  in 

5
1714. The H e i l sb r o n n  C l o i s t e r  e s t a t e  was  divided be tw een  A nsbach  in

B a y r e u t h  in 1719. G eorge  W il l iam  used  his po r t io n  for  s ch o la r s h ip s

6
and  o th e r  school  a f f a i r s .  M a r g r a v e  George  W il l iam ,  t o w a r d  the end  

J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t i o n  und G e leh r te  Bildung, II, 125.

2
Stein,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , II, 131.

^ J o rd a n ,  R e f o r m a t i o n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 125-26. 

^Ib id .

^ F r i e s ,  S tu d ien -A n s ta l t  in B a y r e u t h , pp. 30-31,

Jordan, R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh rte  B i ld u n g , II, 126.
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of 1715, d e c r e e d  the fu r the r  p ay m en t  r e g u l a r l y  of the  1 ,500  f lo r in  for

the su p p o r t  of the academ y ,  appoin ted new t e a c h e r s ,  and m ade  the noted

h i s to r i a n ,  Johann  He in r i c h  von F a lk e n s t e in ,  the Vice D i r e c to r .  Many

noble sons again  cam e to the a ca d e m y ,  e sp e c i a l l y  f rom  Si les ia .  "It was

not peace fu l  unde r  B o r n i e r ,  the d i r e c t o r  at  tha t  t im e .  Among the

t e a c h e r s  t h e r e  was a lways  b ic k e r in g  and bit ing.  "

An opinion s igned  in the s a m e  y e a r  (1715) by a " J .  F r e h e r "

su g g es t s  tha t  the academ y  be r a i s e d  to u n iv e r s i ty  s ta tu s .  Condi t ions  in.

the school  changed rap id ly ,  and by the  following y e a r  d if f icul t ies  w e r e

e n co u n te re d  aga in  due to the lack  of p r o p e r  p r e p a r a t o r y  t r a in ing  of the

s tuden ts .  A L a t in  S e m in a r  was  added (1717) as  a ba s ic  r e m e d y ,  - Aufbau

(e n t ra n c e  hal l) .  The L a t in  S e m in a r  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  L a t in  school.

The s e m i n a r  had  seventy  students  in 1717 and  the academ y had e x p e r ien c e d

a new decl ine  and had only twelve  e n ro l l e d .  Not a single  noble e n r o l l m e n t

2
m o r e  w as  r e c o r d e d  in  1718.

T h e re  e x i s t s  a pe t i t ion  to the M a r g r a v e  George  Will iam in 

1718 f r o m  the "Town F a t h e r s "  of E r l a n g e n ,  in which  they r e q u e s te d  

th a t  the Knights  Academ y be changed  to a u n iv e r s i ty ,  and tha t  it  be l o 

c a te d  in t h e i r  ci ty.  The  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  for  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the un i 

v e r s i t y  a r e  p re s e n te d  m o r e  exp l ic i t ly  and " s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d "  in this

^Georg  Schanz,  " Z u r  V o rg e sc h ic h te  d e r  U n iv e r s i t a t  E r l a n g e n , "  
in A rch iv  fiir G esch ich te  und Alte r tu m  skunde von O b e r f r a n k e n , Band  XV, 
N r .  2, Hsgb. vom  H i s t o r i s c h e n  V e r e i n  fur O b e r f ra n k e n  zu B a y r e u th  
(Bayreu th :  Th. B u r g e r ,  1883), p. 99.

^ J o rd a n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 126-28 .
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d ocum en t  than  m ay  be found e l s e w h e r e .  It is p r e s e n t e d  fo r  tha t  r e a s o n  

and follows.

Since His S e ren e  Hig liness  f r o m  the beginning of his 
p r o s p e r o u s  r e ig n  has  m ade  fe lt  his inc l ina t ion  to b r ing  the 
town of E r lang^  into b e t t e r  renown,  t h e r e  ha s  a r i s e n  the 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to p r e s e n t  th is  pe t i t ion .  With a ll  humil i ty  
and  consc ious  of be ing com ple te ly  unable to judge w he ther  
it  should not be the m o s t  p ra c t i c a b l e  and p e r h a p s  e a s i e s t  
way,  for the p u r p o s e ,  to change the a c a d e m y  into a u n i 
v e r s i t y .
1. This  town is thought to be the m o s t  convenient  by all  
those  who know w ha t  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  u n iv e r s i ty  r e 
q u i r e s .  B e s id e s  t h i s ,  a l l  the n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i s i t e s  a re  
a l r e a d y  ex is t ing  t h e r e .  So the w o rk  in  s igh t  could  be done 
wi th  m o r e  fac i l i ty ,  b e ca u se
2. the a u d i to r iu m  and o th e r  ind i spensab le  acad em y  
bui ld ings  a r e  a l r e a d y  a t  hand,  not to speak  of the fac t  tha t  
they r e a l ly  a re  m u c h  b e t t e r  shape than  in m a n y  renowned  
u n iv e r s i t i e s .
3. I t  has  been  c o n f i rm e d  th a t  t h e re  is p len ty  of o p p o r 
tuni ty  to house a c o n s id e ra b le  quan t i ty  of s tuden ts  in th is  
town 's  p r iv a te  dw e l l ings .  In addit ion,  the c i t i z en s  of the 
town a r e  de l igh ted  about i t  and  show t h e m s e l v e s  will ing 
to provide  food and  o th e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  to the fu tu re  
s tuden ts .
4. It would be of advan tage  to c r e a t e  new housing for 
s tuden ts .
5. th is  would a t t r a c t  b u s i n e s s m e n  and o th e r  fo r e ig n e r s  
to the town and give th em  the p o s s ib i l i ty  of building in the 
town and  give th em  the p o ss ib i l i ty  of building in the vacant  
p l a ce s  th a t  a r e  left .
6. This  again  would  c au se  a f lo u r i sh in g  of c o m m e r c e  
and t r a d e ,  w h ich  a lways  h a s  been  the p u rp o se  for the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  E r l a n g .
7. T h e r e  a r e  no m o r e  t h a n  two u n i v e r s i t i e s  c l o s e r  than  
J e n a  and S t r a s s b u r g ,  a d is tance  of s ix ty  m i l e s ,  i . e .  ,

^The loca t ion  of the p r e s e n t  c i ty  of E r l a n g e n  has  b een  r e 
f e r r e d  to th rough  the y e a r s  as  E r l a n g ,  C h r i s t i a n - E r l a n g ,  and E r la n g e n .  
E r l a n g e n  o r ig in a te d  f r o m  the knight ly  f am i ly  E r l a n g e n  who bu i l t  a 
f o r t r e s s  cas t l e  in the a r e a  of the "o ld  city .  " The  n a m e  C h r i s t i a n - E r l a n g  
o r ig in a te d  f ro m  the new city  which  w as  e r e c t e d  by M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  
for  the F r e n c h  r e fu g e e s .
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A ltdorf  and Tiibingen, which  a r e  p o o r ly  f r equen ted .  W hereas  
in Saxony o v e r  an a r e a  of only a few m i l e s ,  th e re  has  been  
e s ta b l i s h e d  four u n iv e r s i t i e s  w hose  a ttendance  ta k en  toge ther  
and  su m m e d  up would am oun t  to 12,000.

Not  to m en t io n  a ll  the o th e r  advan tages ,  the e n t i r e  
ven tu re  is  of l i t t le  expense .  B e s id e s  the a d m i t t e d  1 ,000 
I m p e r i a l  t h a l e r s ,  wh ich  g r a c io u s ly  have a l re ad y  b een  
g ra n te d .  T h e r e  a r e  cos t s  to m e e t  tha t  a r i s e  f ro m  the 
e m p lo y m en t  of j u r i s t s  and o the r  p r o f e s s o r s  who have 
taught cum applausu  at  o th e r  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  Th is  adds up 
to 3,000 I m p e r i a l  t h a l e r  a y e a r .  This  is quite c o n s id e ra b le .  
H owever ,  if these  co s t s  a r e  c o m p a r e d  with  the r e s u l t a n t  
income f ro m  the ins t i tu t ion ,  it  can  jus t ly  be s t a t e d  tha t  
t h e re  is l i t t le o r  no p ro p o r t io n  be tween  expense  and p ro f i t .
This  would be th a t  g re a t .  The  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the U n i 
v e r s i t y  of Hal l  in Saxony m igh t  s e rv e  as an ex am p le .  The 
in i t ia t ion  of it r e q u i r e d  18 ,000 fl, , but now b r in g s  in
45 .000  R th l r ,  to His  M ajes ty  in P r u s s i a ,  F o r  it is  well  
known tha t  s tuden ts  c a r r y  a lo t  of m oney  into the un i 
v e r s i t i e s  and tha t ,  on the o the r  hand,  they take away v e ry  
l i t t le  with  them .  All  the se  advan tages  a r e  not a s  m u c h  
when c o m p a r e d  wi th  the i m p e r i s h a b le  g lory  and fame su ch  
a w o rk  would b r ing  His M aje s ty  w i th  p o s t e r i t y .  To the 
town conce rned ,  i t  would b r in g  God 's  B le s s in g  and  g r e a t  
p r o s p e r i t y .  It would be then  wi thou t  any doubt th a t  those  
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  who r e c e iv e  the s c h o la r s h ip s  at  the r a t e  of
100.000 Gulden on accoun t  of t h e i r  be longing to the n o 
b i l i ty ,  could eas i ly  be d raw n  to E r la n g ,

The a u th o rs  of t h i s  pe t i t ion  have in m in d  only g lo ry  
and renow n for His  Highness  and the co m m o n  good. They 
l ive in su b se rv ie n c e  to the  hope tha t  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l ,  put 
fo r w a r d  w i th  the b e s t  in ten t ions ,  w il l  be r e c e iv e d  by His 
H ig h n ess '  G r a c e ,  and hope he w i l l  take  i t  into h is  e n 
l ightened  c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  ^

The M a r g ra v e  r e c e iv e d  the p e t i t io n  favorab ly  but,  due to 

the sp lend id  household  which  he m a in ta in ed ,  h is  f inanc ia l  s i tua t ion  could 

not b e a r  the expense  which  would  be i n c u r r e d  by the p ro je c t ,  ^

^Schanz,  U n iv ers i ta t  E r lange n ,  pp, 9 9 -101 .

^Ibid.
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A p ro p o s a l  was m a d e  the s am e  y ear  to  change  the A cadem y  

into an e xce l len t  gym nas ium .  The  M a r g ra v e  a lso  r e c e i v e d  th i s  p r o 

p o sa l  favorab ly ,  H ow ever ,  as  wi th  m a n y  p rev io u s  sugges t ions  nothing 

m a t e r i a l i z e d .  B a ro n  G r o s s  o f f e re d  a new plan  shor t ly  before  h is  death ,  

21 F e b r u a r y  1724, but could not w in  the approva l  of the M a r g r a v e .  The 

expense  of suppor ting  the Knights  A cadem y was  too m u c h  for such  a 

s m a l l  t e r r i t o r y ;  fu r th e r ,  i t  w as  im poss ib le  for the  nobil i ty  to suppor t  

t h e i r  sons  at  such  an expens ive  school  wh ich  acco m p l i sh e d  so l i t t l e .

M a r g ra v e  George  W il l iam  died son les s  in 1726 and  was  

su cceed ed  by a  d is tan t  cousin ,  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l .  He a t tended  

the U n iv e r s i ty  of U t rech t ,  1704-1708. As  a  m a n  he w as  qu ie t  and  r e 

t i r e d ,  m o r o s e ,  and s t r a n g e ly  unba lanced  of c h a r a c t e r .  He w as  devoted 

to P i e t i s m ,  but s t i l l  he w as  a d r u n k a r d  and d ivo rced  his  w ife ,  whom he 

p e r s e c u t e d  w i th  quen ch le s s  h a t r e d  b e c a u s e  she supposed ly  had  b e en  u n 

faithful .  He showed l i t t le  e n e r g y  dur ing  his  re ig n  and w ithdrew  f rom  

those  a f fa i r s  to w ard  the  end of h is  l ife.

"The  E r l a n g e n  p ro b le m  in a l l  i t s  h o p e l e s s n e s s  soon c o n 

f ron ted  him. He benevolent ly  a s s u r e d  the p r o f e s s o r s  of the continuance  

of th e i r  s a l a r i e s  on the 7 A ugust  1727. He m u s t  have l e a r n e d ,  as  he 

b u s i e d  h im s e l f  w i th  the  school a f f a i r s ,  th a t  the re  w a s  not a single

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh rte  Bildung,  II, 129 -1 3 0 .

^Ibid. , II, 130.
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a c a d e m y  s tudent  p r e s e n t ,  n o r  a p r o f e s s o r  who did not a lso  t e ac h  in the 

s e m i n a r .  In addit ion,  the s e m i n a r  w a s  a lso  in a bad  condi tion.  J o r d a n  

s t a t e s  tha t  he has  not l e a r n e d  of any in sp ec t io n  of the s e m i n a r  with  a 

view tow ards  i t s  im p ro v em e n t ,  and " i t  c e r t a in l y  needed  a s t r o n g e r  hand 

than George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l  had.  He did,  h o w ev er ,  take a p p ro p r ia te  

a c t ion  in r e g a r d  to the  s c h o la r s h ip s .  He p ro h ib i ted  (1727) the gran t ing  

of s c h o la r s h ip s  to those  unde r  twelve y e a r s  of age.  T h i s  ac t ion  was  

followed (1730) by fu r th e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in the d i sp en sa t io n  of the 

s c h o la r s h ip s .

The M a r g r a v e  founded the C o l leg ium  G e o r i o - F r i d e r i c i a n u m  

in N e u s t a d t - o n - t h e - A i s c h  (1730). T h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  G eo rg e  S a rg a n e ck ,  

a  S i l e s ia n  p ie t i s t ,  w as  b rough t  to the school.  U nder  a  l a t e r  s u p e r i n 

ten d en t ,  L e r c h e ,  the  school ga ined  an in te rn a t io n a l  fam e  fo r  i t s  phys ica l  

and n a t u r a l  sc ience  co l lec t ions .

It was  decided  in 1735 to e s t a b l i s h  a C h a n c e l lo ry  L i b r a r y  

to which  the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and g o v e rn m e n t  off ic ia ls  m u s t  con t r ibu te .  

H o w ev e r ,  it  r e m a in e d  for the  M a r g r a v e ' s  son ,  F r e d e r i c k ,  to c a r r y  out 

the p lan s  un d e r  his  re ign .

G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l  died  the 17th of May 1735. Aign 

s t a t e s  tha t  the  l a s t  w o rd s  of  the dying M a r g r a v e ,  ' " A l a s ,  e sp e c ia l l y

h b i d .  , II, 131,
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e m b r a c e  the schoo ls ,  love God, tha t  s u re ly  those  in the land wil l  im p r o v e ,  '

m ade  a deep i m p r e s s i o n  on  h is  son and s u c c e s s o r  F r e d e r i c k .  " J o r d a n

w r i t e s  tha t  the M a r g r a v e  on his  deathbed r e c o m m e n d e d  to h is  son tha t

2
he e s t a b l i s h  a un ive rs i ty .

Educa t ion  and the Founding of F r i e d r i c h s  
U n iv e r s i t a t ,  1735 - 1743

F r e d e r i c k ,  the  o ld e s t  son of George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l ,  s u c 

c eed ed  his  fa the r  in the r e i g n  (1735-1763).  His  r e ig n ,  d e s c r i b e d  as  one 

of g r e a t  sp lendor ,^  w as  a lso  the r e ig n  in w h ich  a l l  the a t t e m p ts ,  d i s 

a ppo in tm en ts ,  f a i l u r e s ,  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  of two c e n tu r i e s  eventually  

cu lm in a ted  in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a genuine u n iv e r s i ty  of th e i r  own for 

the M a r g r a v a t e .

J o r d a n  s ta t e s  th a t  F r e d e r i c k ' s  fa the r  p e r m i t t e d  h im  only a 

m o d e s t  educa t ion .  He w a s  sen t  to A l tdo r f  a t  the age of seven ,  but was  

b ro u g h t  home as  his  f a th e r  fe l t  tha t  i t  w a s  di ff icul t  to m a i n t a i n  him th e re .  

F r e d e r i c k  a t tended  the u n iv e r s i ty  a t  Geneva fo r  e lev en  y e a r s ,  and then

to u r e d  F r a n c e  and Holland .  J o r d a n  r e m a r k s  t h a t  " . . .  s t i l l  w i th  h is

4
knowledge it a p p e a r s  tha t  he w a s  only m o d e r a t e l y  cu l tu re d ,  . . . "

^A ign ,Fxiedf. ichs . -Academie , p.  5.

" J o r d a n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  and G e leh r te  Bildung, II, 132.

^M eyer ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 134.

4- ^J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 142.



90

He m a r r i e d  F r e d e r i c a  Sophia  W ilhe lm ina ,  Royal  P r i n c e s s  of P r u s s i a ,

the l iebling S c h w e s te r  ( favor i te  s i s t e r )  of F r e d e r i c k  the G r e a t ,  20

N o v e m b e r  1731, a p p ro x im a te ly  t h r e e  and one -h a l f  y e a r s  p r i o r  to his

re ig n .  "He showed h i m s e l f  in h is  r e ig n  to be not ev en  an im p o r tan t

and  p ro m i n e n t  m a n ,  but s t i l l  a f r iend ly  and kind p r i n c e .  He extended

an active  i n t e r e s t  in the a r t s ,  w as  m o r a l l y  w eak ,  and  not re luc tan t ly

p e r m i t t e d  him se l f  to  be l e d  by s u p e r i o r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  "

He was  confron ted  wi th  edu ca t io n a l  m a t t e r s  im m ed ia te ly

upon a s s u m in g  h is  new du t ie s .  An i m p r o v e m e n t  was  m ade  in the Volks-

schu len  (e l e m e n ta ry  schoo ls ) .  T h e r e  r e m a i n e d  the  e v e r - p r e s e n t  " in -

so luab le"  E r l a n g e n  p r o b le m .  F r e d e r i c k ' s  f i r s t  ac t ion ,  in an  a t t e m p t

to solve the p ro b le m ,  w as  to  combine  the K n igh t ' s  A cadem y  a s  a

C l a s s  is se le  s ta  w i th  the h ig h e s t  c l a s s e s  of the s e m i n a r ,  and a t  the

sam e  t im e  add a low es t  c l a s s .  The M a r g r a v e ,  in h i s  c o n s id e ra t io n  of

the  n u m b e r  of s eco n d a ry  schoo ls  i n  the t e r r i t o r y ,  d e t e r m in e d  to c lose

the E r l a n g e n  Knight ' s  A c ad em y ,  and sen t  a l e t t e r  to tha t  e f fec t  to the

P r e f e c t  von M o n tm a r in  in E r l a n g e n ,  15 D e c e m b e r  1741, conver t ing  it

2into a r e g u l a r  co m m o n  school.

4 b i d .

2
E r n s t  Mengin ,  Die R i t t e r - A c a d e m i e  zu C h r i s t i a n  Er lang :  

E i n  B e i t r a g  zu r  the G esch ich te  d e r  P ad ag o g ik  E r l a n g e n  (Er langen :  
V er lag  von P a l m  & E n k e ,  1919),  pp.  54-55; F r i e d r i c h  Wilhe lm R u c k e r , 
"G esch ich te  des G y m n a s iu m s  zu E r l a n g e n ,  " in J a h r e s b e r i c h t  von d e r  
Konigl .  S tud ienans ta l t  zu E r l a n g e n  in M i t tè l f r a n k e n  (Erla iigen:  KuasL- 
r r iann 'schen  U n i v e r s i t a t s - B u c h d r u c k e r e i , 1845), pp. 18-27.
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The gym nas ium  in B ay r eu th  a l so  had i ts  t r o u b l e s ,  p r inc ipa l ly  

the con tro l  of the young noble s tuden ts .  The M ar g rav e  d e t e r m in e d  to 

change the gym nas ium  C h r i s t i a n - E r n e s t l n u m  into a new academ y  in 

B ay r eu th ,  and to t r a n s fe  the e m ou lum en ts  of the f o r m e r  E r l a n g e n  

a ca d e m y  to the new one.  His  in tention w as  announced in the above 

m en t ioned  l e t t e r  of 15 D e c e m b e r  1741 to  E r lan g e n .  The D i r e c t o r  of 

the new in s t i tu t ion  w as  Danie l  de Super  v i l l e , Acting P r i v y  C ounci l lo r ,  

D i r e c t o r  of Mines .  He had com e  f r p m  B e r l i n  in 1739 a s  the p e r so n a l  

p h y s ic ian  to the M arg rav in e ,  ^

M a r g ra v e  F r e d e r i c k  i s s u e d  a pa ten t  for the new school ,  

F r i e d r i c h s  A kadem ie ,  on 14 M a r c h  1742. The pa ten t  p ro v id ed  for the 

combin ing of the  gym nas ium  C h r i s t i a n - E r n e s t i n u m  w i th  the new i n s t i 

tu tion.  The p u rp o s e s  for  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of th is  in s t i tu t ion  as s e t  

fo r th  in  the pa ten t  a r e  of i n t e r e s t  a s  they d em o n s t ra t e  r e a c t io n s  to the 

educa t iona l  and o th e r  soc ia l  conditions  of the p e r i o d . ^  The p a ten t  s ta tes  

in subs tance  as follows: (1) T h e r e  has  been  a fa i lu re  to c o n s id e r  tha t  

the n u m e ro u s  gym nas ium s  endowed with in  the t e r r i t o r y  a r e  not achieving 

th e i r  d i re c ted  purpose ;  (2) The p lu ra l i ty  of g y m n a s iu m s  in the t e r r i t o r y  

a r e  m o r e  d e t r im e n ta l  than  p roduc t ive ;  (3) Some of the s tudents  do not

F r i e s ,  S tud ien-Ans ta l t  in  B ay reu th ,  pp.  32-35; Aign,
F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d é m ie , pp.  6-12; J o r d a n ,  R e f o rm a t io n  und G e leh r te  
Bildung,  pp.  141-43.

2
M a r g r a f  F r i e d r i c h  von B ayreu th ,  P a te n t  fu r  die neue 

Akademie  zu B a y r e u t h , 14 M a r z  1742, U n iv e r s i t a t s -B ib l io th e k  E r lan g e n ,  
15 (Nr.  51); h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  P a t e n t  die neue A kadem ie .
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r e c e i v e d  a suffic ient  f o r e t a s t e  for the h igher  d i s c ip l ines ;  (4) The c o m 

bining of languages  and o th e r  p ro p a e d eu m a tu m  ( p r e p a r a t o r y  studies)  

has c au se d  a neg lec t  of the l a t t e r  as w e l l  as  the f o r m e r ;  (5) Most of 

the young people  out of igno rance ,  obs t inancy ,  p re s u m p t io n ,  and 

p r inc ipa l ly  out of p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  a f r e e r  way of l iving,  a f te r  at tending 

a gym n as iu m  a couple of y e a r s ,  has ten  to the u n iv e r s i ty ,  w he re  they 

fa il  in the h ighes t  p r in c ip i i s  ( ranks)  and r e s o u r c e s  and in at ta in ing to 

the h igher  facu l t ie s ;  (6) When th is  o c c u r s ,  the p a r e n t s  b e a r  u n n e c e s sa ry  

and i l l - u s e d  exp en se s ;  (7) We get back  many igno ran t  p e r s o n s  and in 

eff ic ien t  Subjecta  in our l ands ,  a lso  indeed  c h u r c h e s ,  s choo ls ,  and 

D i c a s t e r i a  (cour ts )  b ecom e  bu rd en ed  with  them .

The p a ten t  continues  with  a s t a t e m e n t  tha t  i t  is  r e  so lved  to 

take action about the abuse  and decline.  It is in tended to e s t a b l i s h  an 

a ca d e m y  in the cap i to l  ci ty ,  B ay reu th ,  which  w il l  be benef ic ia l  to the 

p a r e n t s ,  and the s tuden ts  w i l l  devote th e m s e lv e s  to t h e i r  S tu d i i s . The 

a ca d e m y  w il l  not so le ly ,  r e g u la r ly ,  and thoroughly  d o c i r e t  ( teach) and 

take advantage  of a l l  h igher  d i sc ip l in es  and s c i e n c e s ,  but a lso  the 

F r e n c h  language and E x e r c i t i a  ( e x e rc i s e s )  as r id in g ,  fenc ing , dancing, 

e t c . , in o r d e r  tha t  young people  of noble and non-noble  pos i t ions  may 

become b a s ic a l ly  e x c o l i r e t  (cu ltured) .  I t w i l l  not be n e c e s s a r y  to a t tend  

and comple te  all  t h e i r  Studio at a un iv e r s i ty ,  e x cep t  for those  who w ish  

to acqu i re  an  academ ic  degree  or  to gain spec ia l  in s t ru c t io n  under an 

i l lu s t r io u s  s cho la r .
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The docum ent  a l so  s t a t e s  tha t  the ins t i tu t ion  is n a m e d  

F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i e , and th a t  Danie l  de Superv i l le  w i l l  be the D i r e c t o r .  

It a lso  l i s t s  the following pos i t ions  of p r o f e s s o r s  and E x e r c i t i e n - M e i s t e r  

to be appointed: (1) two p r o f e s s o r s  of theology, (2) two p r o f e s s o r s  of 

jv i r ispruf ience , (3) one p r o f e s s o r  of m e d ic in e ,  (4) one p r o f e s s o r  of 

o r i e n ta l  l anguages ,  (5) one p r o f e s s o r  of e loquence  and p o e t r y ,  (6) two 

p r o f e s s o r s  of philosophy and m a t h e m a t i c s ,  (7) one p r o f e s s o r  of h i s to ry ,  

(8) one p r o f e s s o r  of G r e e k  language  and antiquity ,  (9) one l e c t u r e r  of 

w e s t e r n  languages ,  (10) one h o r s e m a n ,  (11) one fenc ing m a s t e r ,  and 

(12) one dancing m a s t e r .

The M arg rav e  r e s e r v e d  to h im s e l f  the r i g h t  to appoin t  the 

D i r e c t o r  f rom  among h i s  P r i v y  C o u n c i l l o r s ,  who would  have d i r e c t  

a c c e s s  to the M a r g r a v e  on im p o r tan t  m a t t e r s .  The in spec t ion  o f  the 

a ca d e m y  w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the State Counci l  for a l l  t i m e .  The D i r e c t o r  

had (1) the su pe r in tendency  o v e r  the e n t i r e  u n iv e r s i ty  m a t t e r s ,  (2) 

s u p e r v i s io n  of the p r o f e s s o r s  and the conduct of the s tuden ts ,  e sp e c ia l l y  

the c h i ld re n  f rom  the M a r g r a v a t e ,  (3) r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  for  the p r o f e s s o r s '  

p r o p o s a l s  and the rev iew  of the pub l ica t ion  of w r i t i n g s ,  and  (4) to b e a r  

on the whole the  w e l fa re  of the e n t i r e  ins t i tu t ion .

The Counci l  of P r o f e s s o r s  w as  to choose e a c h  y e a r  a t  E a s t e r  

a R e c to r  f r o m  th e i r  m id s t ,  a l t e rn a t in g  among the f acu l t i e s .  The R e c to r  

w a s  to be in  custody of the m a t r i c u l a t i o n  and  the u n iv e r s i ty  s e a l .  He 

was  cha rg ed  w i th  exam in ing ,  with  the a s s i s t a n c e  of two p r o f e s s o r s .



94

those  who w ish ed  to m a t r i c u l a t e ,  r e a d in g  the s ta tu te s  of the ins t i tu t ion  

to those  who had qua l i f ied ,  and  to giving th em  good admoni t ion .  The 

R e c t o r  was  c h a r g e d  wi th  the conduct of the s tuden ts .  Two A s s e s s o r s  

appoin ted  by the D i r e c t o r  w e r e  to r e p o r t  to ..the R e c to r  once weekly  to 

d ispose  of the u n im p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s  and  s m a l l e r  d isc ip l ine  m a t t e r s .

The e n t i r e  Counc i l  had  to decide  on c o a r s e  e x c e s s e s  and im.portant 

o c c u r r a n c e s .  The R e c to r  w a s  to hold  an o ra t i o n  a f t e r  the E a s t e r  h o l i 

days  and at  tha t  t im e  in t roduce  his  s u c c e s s o r  a s  w e l l  as any new p r o -  

fe s so r  s . ^

The s ta tu tes  of the ins t i tu t ion  a l so  p r e s e n t  in t e re s t in g  in 

s igh t  to the t i m e s .

They  exhor t  to p ie ty ,  to obed ience  and r e s p e c t f u l 
n e s s  t o w a r d  s u p e r i o r s ,  and  to  c o u r te sy  to w ard s  ev e ry o n e .
They w a r n  a g a in s t  m i s u s e  of sw o r d s  in the  a u d i to r iu m  o r  
on the  house  g rounds ,  a g a in s t  b raw l ing  and  dueling,  a g a in s t  
n o c tu rn a l  no ise  m aking  and s h r i e k in g .  P r e c ip i t a t i n g  
b raw l ing  w ould  be p u n ish ed  w i th  24 h o u r s  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  on 
b r e a d  and  w a te r ;  f o r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  b raw l ing  one would be 
exp e l l ed .  They  fo rb id  c a r o u s i n g ,  e s p e c ia l l y  by a r r i v i n g  
and  d e p a r t in g  by fe s t ive  m a r c h in g ,  o r  d runken  f ro l ic ing  
o r  gam bl ing  in a publ ic  house  o r  b a r .  They should not 
take lodging in an inn,  and  should  m e th o d ic a l ly  pay th e i r  
r e n t  and ru in  nothing. ^

The  new a c a d e m y  a t  B a y r e u t h  w a s  inaugura ted  on 21 M a r c h  

1742. It w as  soon o b s e r v e d  tha t  B a y r e u th  w as  not the fi t t ing  place  for 

a u n iv e r s i ty .  This  c ity ,  in w h ich  a  b r i l l i a n t  co u r t  w a s  in i t s  full b loom .

^ M a r k g ra f  F r i e d r i c h  von B ay r eu th ,  P a t e n t  die Neue A k a d e m ie ; 
Aign,  F r i e d r i c h s  - A c a d é m i e , pp. 8 -9 .

^Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i c , p.  9fn.
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did not have the n e c e s s a r y  lodgings  for the s tuden t s .  T h i s  s i tua t ion

b rough t  about f r i c t i o n  be tw een  the s tuden t  body and the c o u r tm e n  and

o f f i ce r s .  A m a r k e d  decl ine  in d isc ip l ine  o c c u r r e d ,  inc luding a b ra w l

of som e  s ign if icance  b e tw een  the s tu d en t s  and city  a u th o r i t i e s .  The

s i tua t ion  did not im p r o v e .  A conf l ic t  e x i s t e d  be tw een  the D i r e c t o r ,

Su p e rv i l l e ,  and the  Senate r e g a rd in g  the au tho r i ty  ove r  the A cadem y.

In add i t ion ,  the re  was  r e s e n t m e n t  on the  p a r t  of the C o n s i s t o r y  Counci l

b e c a u s e  they had d em anded  the D i r e c t o r  of the A cad em y  be one of  the

L u t h e r a n  fa ith,  and  a R e f o r m i s t ,  D a n ie l  de S upe rv i l le ,  had  been

appoin ted .  T hese  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  p rov ing  the s i tu a t io n  in B a y r e u th

untenab le .  P l a n s  w e r e  in i t ia ted  to w a r d s  the t r a n s f e r  of the  A cadem y

f r o m  B ay reu th .  ^

An I m p e r i a l  C h a r t e r  for a u n iv e r s i ty  in  the M a r g r a v a t e

B a y r e u t h  w a s  f ina lly  g ra n t e d  by C a r l  VII, E m p e r o r  of the  Holy R o m a n

2E m p i r e ,  21 F e b r u a r y  1743. Th is  c h a r t e r  g r a n t e d  the  s a m e  r ig h t s  and 

f r e e d o m  as those  p o s s e s s e d  by the u n iv e r s i t i e s  at Ingo ls tad t ,  K'dln,

I. G. Ve i t  E n g l e h a r d t ,  Die U n i v e r s i ta t  von  1743 b is  1843: 
Z um  J u b i la u m  d e r  U n ive rs  it at 1843 (E r langen :  J .  J .  B a r f u s ' s c h e n  
U n iv e r s i t ' a t s b u c h d r u c k e r e y , 1843),  pp.  5-6;  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as 
U n i v e r s i t a t .

2
C a r o lu s  VII,  K a i s e r  H e i l ig e s  R o m a n isc h e s  R e ich ,  B e -  

s ta t igungsurkunde  die E r i c h t u n g  der  U n i v e r s i t a t , 21 F e b r u a r  1743,
U n iv e r s i t a t s - B ib l i o th e k  E r l a n g e n ,  16 (N r .  52), H e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  
to  a s  B es ta t ig u n g su rk in d e  d e r  U n iv e r s i t a t .
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H eide lbe rg ,  Halle and Gottingen. The p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  given the 

au thor i ty  to teach  and to conduct a l l  a cad em ic  b u s in e s s ,  espec ia l ly  the 

r ig h t  to g r a n t  academ ic  d e g r e e s ,  b a c c a l a u r e o s , m a g i s t r o s  , l i cen t ia to s ,  

and d o c t o r e s . In addi t ion,  the faculty could e lec t  f rom  th e i r  m id s t  a 

P.ector and C h an c e l lo r ,  p rov ided  the M ar g rav e  did not r e s e r v e  this 

r igh t  for him se l f  and h is  s u c c e s s o r s ,  in which c ase  they could  e le c t  a 

V ic e - R e c to r  and V ic e - C h a n c e l lo r .  ^

The M ar g rav e  quickly followed the r ece ip t  of the Im p e r ia l  

C h a r t e r  with  an en ac tm e n t ,  13 Apr i l  1743, of a new c h a r t e r  for his 

h igher  ins t i tu t ion .  This  c h a r t e r  p rov ided  fo r  the t r a n s f e r  of the i n s t i 

tut ion to E r lan g e n ,  and the nam e w as  to r e m a i n  F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i c .

H ow ever ,  this document is  co n s id e re d  the founding c h a r t e r  for the 

2
u n ive rs i ty .  I t b roadened  the au thor i ty  of the D i r e c t o r ,  and p laced  the 

R e c to r  under the col lege b o a rd .  The ins t i tu t ion  w as  g ra n te d  independent 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  and the r igh t  of a sy lu m .  The faculty w as  s e t  as follows:

(1) the facul ty  of theology w as  to have two P r o f e s s o r e s  o r d in a r i i  and one 

o r  two E x t r a o r d i n a r i i  and one P h i l o s o p h i s , (2) the faculty of j u r i sp ru d e n c e

^C ar lo s  VII, B e s ta t ig u n g su rk u n d e ; Aign, F r i e d r i c h s  - 
Academic  zu B a y r e u t h , p.  23.

2
E . Sehling,  Daniel  von Superv i l le :  Das K a n z e l e r a m t  an 

der U n iv e r s i t a t  E r l a n g e n  (Leipzig:  V er lag  von Voit  k Comp.  , 1893), 
p. 20 fn, h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as  S u p e rv i l l e . "The hohe (higher) 
school was  s t i l l  ca l led  ' a c a d e m ic ' ;  the t i t le  'u n iv e r s i t y '  is f i r s t  found 
a f t e r  the t r a n s f e r  to E r l a n g e n .  C o m p a re  the Founding Documents  of 
13 A pr i l  1743 and 27 S ep tem b er  1743; . . . "; Aign, F  r ie dr ich s - Ac a de rn i e , 
p. 27, "So then  the M a r g ra v e  d e c r e e d  th rough  the P a t e n t  of 13 A p r i l  1743, 
the t r a n s f e r  of the un ive rs i ty  to E r lan g e n .  . . ; " t r a n s ,  and e m p h as i s  
m i n e .
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w a s  to have two P r o f e s s o r e s  o r d i n a r i i , (3) the faculty of m ed ic ine ,  two

P r o f e s s o r e s  o r d i n a r i i , and (4) the faculty of philosophy,  four P r o f e s s o r e s

o r d i n a r i i . The d ec ree  a lso  covered  the contingency should it become

n e c e s s a r y  to i n c r e a s e  the n u m b e r  of c h a i r s  in the faculty.

T h e  F  r i e d r i c h s - A c a d é m i e  w a s  c l o s e d  i n  R a y r e n t h .  4  J u l y

1743, with a c e r em o n y  and a fes tive  p ro c e s s io n .  The p r o f e s s o r s  and

s tudents  w e re  t r a n s f e r r e d  to E r la n g e n ,  the books and co l lec t ions  w e r e

conveyed th e r e .  ^ The in a u g u ra l  date  for the opening of the un ive rs i ty ,

4 N o v em b er  1743, was  se t  by d e c r e e  on 19 August  1743. ^

W ilhe lmina ,  the M arg rav in e  of B ay reu th ,  donated h e r

4
p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  to the new u n iv e r s i ty ,  30 August  1743.

A second  ed ic t  about  the r igh ts  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the un i 

v e r s i t y ,  27 S e p te m b e r  1743,^  a l l  the spec ia l  p r iv i leg e s  and a m n e s t i e s  

w h ic h  the founder  had p re v io u s ly  g ra n te d  his  school,  w e r e  r e s t a t e d .

The M a r g ra v e  a lso  announced tha t  hence fo r th  he would hold the pos it ion  

of R e k to r i s  m a g n i f i c e n s im u s  and tha t  the pos i t ion  would be r e t a in ed  by

 ̂Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d e m i e  , p.  27.

^ I b i d . , p. 28.

3
Sehling,  S u p e r v i l l e , p .  28.

■^Wilhelmine, M a r k g r a f in  von B ayreu th ,  S ch en k u n g s-B r ie f ,
30 August  1743, U n iv e r s i t a t s -B ib l io th e k  E r la n g e n ,  15 (Nr .  51).

^ F r i e d r i c h ,  M a r k g r a f  von B ay reu th ,  Edikt uber Rech te  und 
Begnadigung d e r  U n iv e r s i t a t ,  27 Sep tem ber  1743, U n ivers  i t a t s -B ib i io -  
the l  E r la n g e n ,  15 (Nr.  51).
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his  s u c c e s s o r s .  He appointed Superv il le  anew as D i r e c t o r i  e t  C a n c e l -  

1
l a r i o .

The M a r g ra v e  p ro c e ed e d  to appoint the a p p ro p r ia t e  p r o 

f e s s o r s  for the four facu l t ie s :  theology, j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  m ed ic ine ,  and

philosophy. The faculty  for the fall  of 1743 was f o r m e d  as follows: (1)

theology,  t h r e e ;  (2) j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  five; (3) m e d ic in e ,  f ive,  and (4) 

philosophy, t h r e e ,  and in addit ion sh a r e d  one f ro m  theology and two 

f rom  j u r i s p r u d e n c e .

The F r i e d r i c h s  - Univer  s i tat  was fo rm a l ly  inaugura ted  on 4 

N o v e m b er  1743, and w as  a t tended  by the M a r g r a v e  F r i e d r i c h  and 

M ar g rav in e  W ilhe lmina ,  both  of whom p a r t i c ip a t e d  in the th ree  - day 

f e s t iv i t i e s .

S u m m a r y

T h i s  inves t iga t ion  of the deve lopm ent  of educa t ion  in the 

M a r g r a v a t e  B ay r eu th  d i s c l o s e s  th a t  t h e re  ex i s t ed  f r o m  a r e la t iv e ly  

e a r l y  t im e  an  i n t e r e s t  in s ch o la r ly  l e a rn ing  w i th in  the t e r r i t o r y -  This  

i n t e r e s t ,  a s  r e l a t e d  by J o r d a n ,  s t e m m e d  f rom  the co u r t ,  the m o n a s t e r i e s ,

 ̂Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A c a d é m i e , p. 27.

^ J u s t i z r a t  D r .  Ste in  and L e h r e r  L. M i l l e r ,  Die Gesch ich te  
von E r l a n g e n  in W ort  und Bild  (E r langen :  Junge ,  1898), pp.  130-36, 
h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  Gesch ich te  von E r la n g e n ;  F e r d i n a n d  H a m m e r s ,  
G esch ich te  d e r  Stadt E r lan g en :  von Ih r em  U rsp ru n g e  U n te r  den F r a n k i -  
schen  Konigen bis  zu r  A btre tung  an  die Krone  B a y e r n  nach  Urkunden  
und A m tl ichen  Que l ien  (Er langen :  J .  J .  P a l m  und E r n s t  E nke ,  1834), 
pp.  108-18; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as Stadt  E r lan g e n ;  E ng leha rd t ,  
U n iv e r s i t a t ,  pp.  9-12.
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the c h u rc h  in g e n e r a l ,  the c i t i e s ,  and the nobil i ty .

It is ev ident tha t  the F r a n c o n ia n  H ohenzoH erns  f rom  the 

t im e  of F r e d e r i c k  I, E l e c t o r  of B ra n d en b u r g ,  p o s s e s s e d  an a p p r e c i 

a tion  for l e a rn ing .  The  n u m b e r  of m a r g r a v e s  who a t tended  a u n iv e r s i ty  

is r e m a r k a b le  c o n s id e r in g  the c u s t o m s  of the t im e s .  P r o b a b ly  m o r e  

r e m a r k a b l e  is the active  i n t e r e s t  taken  by m a n y  of the se  m a r g r a v e s  in 

the s c h o la r ly  l ife and in the im p r o v e m e n t  of educa t ion  in th e i r  l an d s ,  

even  in the face of the a d v e r s i t i e s  of r e p e a t e d  w a r s  which affected the i r  

l a n d s .

It i s  a l so  o b s e r v e d  th a t  the e duca t iona l  p a t t e r n  in the M a r 

g ra v a te  s A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  followed the g e n e r a l  educa t iona l  p a t t e rn  

th a t  was found in the o the r  G e r m a n i c  s t a t e s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is 

the founding of a L a t in  school  in  A nsbach  as  e a r l y  as 1058, and  the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the " H u m an i s t i c  School"  a t  the f o r t r e s s - c a s t l e , 

P l a s s e n b u r g  in  K u lm bach ,  in 1456-57.

An o b s e r v a t io n  of i n t e r e s t  is  the i n c r e a s e  of e l e m e n t a r y  and 

p r e p a r a t o r y  schoo ls  th ro u g h o u t  the t e r r i t o r y .  The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of 

c o n t ro l  o v e r  the  G e r m a n  and L a t in  sch o o ls ,  and eventua l ly  the vil lage 

schoo ls  tended  under  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  to r a i s e  th e i r  s t an d a rd s  and 

thus  p r e p a r e d  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  of s tuden ts  capable  of a t ta in ing a d 

m i t tan ce  in the h igher  in s t i tu t ions .

The m a r g r a v e s ,  a l m o s t  wi thout  except ion ,  co l lec ted  about 

t h e m s e lv e s  a n u m b e r  of l e a r n e d  s c h o l a r s ,  both  f rom  with in  and f r o m
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without t h e i r  lands .  T hese  g e n t l e m en  w e r e  active in the p ro p ag a t io n  

of educa t ion  th roughou t  the t e r r i t o r y ,  th ro u g h  both  c h u r c h  and state 

in cen t ives .  I t  is  noted tha t  th o se  s c h o l a r s  who w e re  m e m b e r s  of the 

c o u r t  but not d i re c t ly  connected with  educa t io n a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a lso  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the planning fo r  and p ro m o t io n  of ed u ca t iona l  dev e lo p 

m e n t  and expans ion .

The u n iv e r s i ty  a t tendance  dur ing  the Middle Ages m ay  be 

c o n s id e re d  ex ten s iv e  for so s m a l l  a s ta te  and in r e s p e c t  to the c u s to m s  

of the t im e .  The d e c r e a s e  of  u n iv e r s i ty  a t tendance  dur ing  the t ro u b led  

t im e s  of the e a r l y  R e f o r m a t io n  (1520-1560) does  not  a p p e a r  to be unduly 

la rg e  in r e l a t i o n  to the a d jacen t  a r e a s  w h ich  w e r e  a lso  aff l ic ted  w i th  

the v a r io u s  w a r s  in c e n t r a l  G e r m a n y .  J o r d a n ' s  c o m p a r i s o n  of decade 

a v e rag e  a t tendance  f ig u res  a t  the  u n iv e r s i t i e s  fo r  the t h r e e  m a r g r a v a t e  

c i t i e s ,  A nsbach ,  K i tz ingen, and Hof,  shows an  i n c r e a s e  by 1560 above 

tha t  of the Middle  Ages .  He a l so  no tes  th a t  the g e n e r a l  a t tendance  at  

G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  did not r e c o v e r  as r ap id ly  a s  it had  in the F r a n 

conian  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  but had sunk to o n e - t h i r d  of the M ed ieva l  he igh t .

The incent ive  fo r  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  genuine  u n iv e r s i ty  

in the m a r g r a v a t e s  is g e n e r a l ly  c r e d i t e d  to M a r t i n  L u t h e r ' s  l e t t e r  

(1529).  I t is o b s e r v e d ,  how ever ,  t h a t  A lb e r t  A ch i l le s  app ro x im a te ly  

fifty y e a r s  e a r l i e r  had left  a r e c o m m e n d a t io n  to h is  son, J o h n  C ic e r o ,  

to e s t a b l i s h  a u n iv e r s i ty  in  h i s  t e r r i t o r y .

M a r g r a v e  G eorge  the P io u s  e a r n e s t l y  c o n s id e re d  L u t h e r ' s
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r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  but his end eav o rs  fa iled  due to f inancia l  d i ff icul t ies  

and  the plague of w a r s .  It is f u r th e r  noted tha t  f ro m  the t im e  of th is  

a t t e m p t  a t  e s tab l i sh ing  a un ive rs i ty  th rough the succeeding  re igns ,  the re  

w as  a lm o s t  continuous planning and re p e a te d  a t tem pts  w e r e  m ade  tow ards  

the founding of an  in s t i tu t ion  of h igher  learn ing  until the final  s u cc e s s  in 

17 43. Many of the se  e a r l i e r  m o v e m e n ts  which fa iled in  the a t t e m p t  to 

e s t a b l i s h  a genuine un iv e r s i ty  did culminate  in some c a s e s  in the 

founding of a h ighe r  school,  i . e . ,  a cadem y,  gym nas ium ,  or  s i m i l a r  

ins t i tu t ion .  The founding of these  substi tu te  ins t i tu t ions  p rov ided  ano ther  

s tep  in the fu r th e r a n c e  of education.

It a p p ea r s  tha t  the advancem en t  of educa t ion  a t  one leve l ,  

i . e . ,  e l e m e n ta r y ,  p r e p a r a t o r y ,  o r  h ighe r ,  s e r v e d  as an  incent ive  

to w a rd s  the expans ion  and ex tens ion  of educa t ion  at  the o ther  l e v e l s .

The ac t iv i t ie s  in the p ro m o t io n  of educa t ion  by the educa ted  g en t lem en  

a t  c o u r t  m ay  be indicative of the  fo rce  of educa tion .  The in c re a s e  in 

educa t io n a l  oppor tun i t ies  and the im p ro v em e n t  of educa t iona l  s tan d a rd s  

a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  the cons tan t  s tr iv ing  for the founding of a 

genuine u n iv e r s i ty ,  a l so  m ay  be c o n s id e re d  in some m e a s u r e  a r e s u l t  

of the fo rce  of educa t ion  i t se lf .

One m a y  con tem pla te  the thought  tha t  educa t ion ,  l ike a living 

s p e c ie s ,  p ro p a g a te s  i t se lf .



C H A PT E R  I II

EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ECONOMY 

OF THE MARGRAVATE BAYREUTH

G e n e r a l  E c o n o m ic  Condit ions  and P o l i c ie s  
of the E r a

The G e r m a n  econom y in the f i r s t  half  of the e igh teen th  

cen tury  r e f l e c te d  the in t e r a c t io n  of v a r io u s  s o c i a l  fo rce s  w hich  bo re  the 

im p r in t  of the p re v io u s  two c e n tu r i e s  of devas ta t ing  w a r s .  The absolute  

state  evolved  dur ing  th e se  conf l ic ts  and had e m e r g e d  by the beginning of 

the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  in com ple te  con t ro l  of the life in the individual  

s t a t e s ,  e sp e c ia l l y  with in  the bou n d a r ie s  of the a r e a  r e f e r r e d  to at tha t  

t im e  as  G e rm a n y .  The econom y of  th e se  individual s t a t e s  was  d ic ta ted  

by the a b so lu t i s t  r u l e r s  and followed in a g e n e r a l  m a n n e r  e i th e r  ident ica l  

o r  v e ry  s i m i l a r  c o u r s e s .

The economy of the G e r m a n  Sta tes  had  la p se d  into a decline 

following the d i s co v e ry  of the new t r a d e  rou tes  dur ing  the fif teenth  

cen tu ry ,  and the s u b se q u e n t  t r a n s f e r  of the t r a d e  c e n te r s  f r o m  the 

G e r m a n  c i t i e s ,  e sp e c ia l l y  f r o m  A ugsburg ,  N ü rn b e rg ,  and the H an sea t ic  

c i t ie s .  Day po in ts  out tha t  it  w a s  not only the opening of the new t rade  

c e n te r s  tha t  con t r ibu ted  to the decl ine of G e r m a n  t r a d e ,  but  the com bi-

102
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nat ion  of s e v e r a l  addit ional subsequen t  f a c to r s :  the in te rn a l  d i s s e n s io n  

ins ide  the c i t i e s  and be tween  the c i t ie s  of the League;  the  H a n se a t ic  

L e a g u e ' s  monopoly in the B a l t i c  was b r o k e n  in 1535 by D e n m a r k  and 

Sweden; and the po l i t ica l  w e a k n e s s  of the G e rm a n ic  S ta tes ,  wh ich  had 

d i s s ip a te d  th e i r  r e s o u r c e s  in th e i r  q u a r r e l s  w i th  one a n o th e r .^  F u r t h e r ,  

G e r m a n y  was  s eg m en ted  into a lm o s t  300 s o v e r e ig n  petty  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , ^  

and th is  r e p r e s e n t e d  a lm o s t  as m a n y  to l l  b a r r i e r s  to the im p e d im e n t  of 

c o m m e r c e .  Condit ions  d e t e r i o r a t e d  even  m o r e  as a r e s u l t  of the T h i r ty  

Y e a r s  War (1618-1648) which  Day e s t i m a t e s  cos t  G e rm a n y  a s  m u c h  as 

two c e n t u r i e s  of d eve lopm en t ,  and cau sed  its c o m m e r c e  to r e m a i n  d e 

p r e s s e d  th roughou t  the e igh teen th  c e n t u r y . ^

The G e rm a n ic  s t a t e s  dur ing  the s ev en teen th  cen tu ry  and the 

g r e a t e r  p a r t  of the e igh teen th  c en tu ry  conducted  th e i r  c o m m e r c e  under

4the p r in c ip le s  of m e r c a n t i l i s m  as  did the o ther  g r e a t  p o w e rs  of E u ro p e ,  

The b a s i c  a im  of m e r c a n t i l i s m  is to se l l  m o r e  a b ro a d  th an  is  im p o r t e d  

and i s  conducted  unde r  the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d i rec t ion .  Its p r o c e d u r e s  

v a r i e d  so m ew h a t  in the d i f f e r en t  c o u n t r i e s ,  and f r o m  one c e n tu r y  to

^Clive Day, A H is to r y  of C o m m e r c e  (New York:  L ongm ans ,  
G r e e n  & Co, , 1916), pp.  252-55.

2
R e in h a r d t ,  G e r m a n y , I, 290.

Day, H is to r y  of C o m m e r c e , pp. 256-57.

^George  Rude^, ed .  , The E ig h teen th  C en tu ry ,  1715-1815 
(New York: F r e e  P r e s s ,  1965), p .  10.
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a n o th e r ,  but the b a s i c  a im r e m a i n e d  unchanged. In G e r m a n y  it was 

ca l led  c a m e  r l a i s m , and in F r a n c e ,  c o l b e r t i s m . ^  E c o n o m ic s  in G e rm a n y  

continued to be a  p a r t  of p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  as it had not beco m e  a s y s t e m 

at ic  b ra n c h  of knowledge.  C a m e r a l i s m  as developed in Germauiy w as  

c e n te r e d  a ro u n d  a public officia l ,  a  c a m e r l a i s t ,  who adv ised  the s o v 

e r e ig n  on f i s c a l  m a t t e r s  and c u s to m a r i ly  d i r e c te d  those  m a t t e r s  in con-

2
fo rm ance  w i th  the d e c r e e s  handed down by the so v e re ig n .  The e x 

ponents  of c a m e r a l i s m  saw it  a s  a m e a n s  for r e c o v e r y  f r o m  w ar  

d am ag es  and  the e n h a n c e m e n t  of the s ta t e .  ^

The M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  fo llowed the g e n e r a l  econoifi ic 

p a t t e r n  se t  by the l a r g e r  G e r m a n  s t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th a t  of i ts  c lose  

r e l a t i v e ,  P r u s s i a .  D o r f l e r  r e l a t e s  in h i s  d i s c u s s io n  of the eco n o m ics  

of the  M a r g r a v a t e  B ay reu th :

In the  scope  of e co n o m ics  the s ta te  a l igned i t s e l f  to 
the th e o ry  of m e r c a n t i l i s m  w h ic h  a t t e m p ted  to ach ieve  the 
w e l f a re  of the people  th rough  u t i l iza t ion  of the home p r o 
duction,  and in  c o m m e r c e  w i th  the ex p o r ta t io n  of a l l  so r t s  
of th ings  a n d  m o r e o v e r  the lo w er in g  of i m p o r t s .

^ H a r r y  E l m e r  B a r n e s ,  An E c o n o m ic  H is to ry  of the  W e s t e r n  
W orld  (New York: H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  and Com pany ,  1942),  pp.  27-28.

^ E d u a r d  H e im an n ,  H is to ry  of E co n o m ic  D o c t r in e s :  An I n t r o 
duction to E c o n o m ic  T h eo ry ,  Galaxy Books (New York: Oxford  U n i 
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1964), p. 28.

3
H e r b e r t  H ea ton ,  E co n o m ic  H is to ry  of E u ro p e  (New York: 

H a r p e r  & B r o t h e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1936), p. 386.

^Hans  D o r f l e r  gen.  Six, Aus d e r  G esch ich te  d e r  L a n d w i r t -
schaf t  von O b e r f r a n k e n  (B ayreu th :  Ju l iu s  S te e g e r  & Co. , 1962), p. 12, 
m y  t r a n s l a t i o n ;  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  G esch ich te  d e r  W ir tscha f t .
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A c lose  look a t  the  econom ic  s t a tu s  of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y 

reu th  during the f i r s t  half  of the e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  and the p e r io d  of 

t im e  im m ed ia te ly  p re c ed in g  is  n e c e s s a r y  to d e te r m in e  what th a t  e c o 

n o m ic  s i tua t ion  w a s ,  and to d e t e r m in e  the po ss ib le  influence it m a y  

have had upon the M a r g r a v e  in a r r i v i n g  at the dec is ion  to e s t a b l i s h  the 

u n iv e r s i ty .  Unfor tunate ly ,  p r e c i s e  s t a t i s t i c s  p e r t in e n t  to the ques t ion  

a r e  not av a i lab le .  Many of the r e c o r d s  of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  

w e re  d e s t r o y e d  o r  s c a t t e r e d  dur ing  the f r eq u e n t  w a r s  which  p lagued  

th i s  t e r r i t o r y .

F o r tu n a t e ly ,  a few w o r k s  by c o n te m p o ra r y  w r i t e r s  s t i l l  

e x i s t  and s c h o l a r s  dur ing  the in te rven ing  y e a r s  have p ro d u ced  s tud ie s

w h ic h  give a r a t h e r  vivid  p ic tu re  of the  d i f f e r en t  face ts  of the eco n o m ic

1
condit ions  a t  th a t  t im e .

E c o n o m ic  A s s e t s  of the M a r g ra v a te

In exam in ing  the e a r l y  e igh teen th  c en tu ry  econom y of  the

M a r g r a v a t e  B ay reu th ,  f i r s t  c o n s id e r a t i o n  is  g iven  to the so u rc e  of the

a s s e t s  p o s s e s s e d  by the  M a r g r a v a t e .  The t e r r i t o r y  e m b r a c e d  by the

2
M a r g r a v a t e  w a s  not a con tiguous area* The p r in c ip a l  p o r t io n  w as

^ D o r f le r -S ix ,  G esch ich te  d e r  L a n d w i r t s c h a f t , pp.  13-14; 
H e l lm u th  R o s s l e r ,  "G esch ich te  Entwicklung von 15. J a h r h u n d e r t  b is  
1815 ,"  in F r a n k e n , Hsgb. von C o n r a d  S c h e r z e r  (Nürnberg :  V er lag  
N ü rn b e rg  GmbH & Co. , 1962), II, 71-110,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  
G esch ich te  E n tw ick lu n g .

p. 106.

2
Map 6, M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  P h y s i c a l  F e a t u r e s ,  in f ra ,
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s i tua ted  in the n o r th e a s t  c o r n e r  of F r a n c o n ia  in the h ighlands  of the 

F ich te lgeb i rge  (F ich te l  Mountains)  and  the F r a n k i s c h e Schweis  ( F r a n 

conian Sw itzer land) .  A s m a l l e r  po r t ion  was located  in the lowlands of 

c e n t r a l  F r a n c o n ia ,  extending sou thw es tw ard  f ro m  the F ranl<ische 

Schweiz a c r o s s  the valley of the R egni tz  R iv e r .  A th i r d  a r e a  lay along 

the valley  of the R iv e r  Aisch  s ep a ra t in g  the M a r g ra v a te  Ansbach  and 

the B ish o p r ic  B a m b e r g .  In the s m a l l e r  a r e a ,  in the v ic in i ty  of and 

including the town, S t r e i tb u rg ,  lay in the F rank ishe  Schweiz on the 

W iesen tha l ,  com ple te ly  su r ro u n d e d  by the t e r r i t o r y  of the B ish o p r ic  

B a m b e r g .  In addit ion ,  th ree  s m a l l  a r e a s .  E s c h e nau, O s t e r n o h e ,  and 

H oens tad t ,  lay within the t e r r i t o r i a l  l im i t s  of the Im p e r i a l  City ,  Ntfrn- 

b e r g .  Also the enclave  N e u s t a d t - o n - th e - K u l m  lay within  the B av a r ia n  

a r e a  of the P fa lz .  In a s im i l a r  m a n n e r ,  t h e r e  w ere  enc laves  of in d e 

pendent t e r r i t o r i e s  with in  the M a r g r a v a t e  l an d s ,  p r in c ip a l ly  th a t  of  the 

I m p e r i a l  Voigtland  Knighthood.

The e x ac t  b o u n d a r ie s  and  a r e a  of the M a r g r a v a t e  a r e  d i f f i 

cult  to d e te rm in e  p r i o r  to the  t r a n s f e r  of  the t e r r i t o r y  to P r u s s i a  in 

1791. The M a r g ra v a te  B a y r e u th  a t  th is  t im e  c o n s i s t e d  of seven ty- two

s q u a r e  G e r m a n  m i l e s ,  and eq u iva len t  to a p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,524  squa re  

2
U .S .  m i l e s ,  an a r e a  only sl ightly l a r g e r  than  tha t  of the s ta te  of Rhode

^ D o r f le r -S ix ,  G esch ich te  d e r  L a n d w ir t s c h a f t ,  p.  13.

Stein ,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s ,  II, 392.
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I s land ,  and l e s s  than  tha t  of D e law a re .

The soil  and c l im a te  of the h ighlands  and the lowlands a re  

ve ry  d i s s i m i l a r .  The a r e a  of the h ighlands  about B a y r e u th  and K u lm 

bach  is m o s t ly  h il ly ,  stony, and c layey ,  while the lowlands  a re  f l a t t e r ,  

sandy, chalky,  and n i t r o u s .  S u m m er  and the h a r v e s t  a r e  e ight days 

e a r l i e r  in the low flat  lands  than in the rugged h ighlands .  "Often the 

g round  f ro m  Hof to S t r e i tb u rg ,  a t r a c k  ten  m i l e s  long, w a s  s t i l l  f rozen  

and  s n o w -co v e re d ,  but below S t r e i t b u rg  i t  had  thawed  a l ready  and was  

g re e n .  Only high s m a l l  beds  with  d eep  fu r ro w s  w e re  u sed  in the 

cu l t iva t ion  of the h ighlands ,  because  of the v e ry  deep snow and the 

flood w a t e r s  which w a sh e d  away the top soil .  D o r f l e r  w r i t e s :  "N o t

w i ths tand ing ,  the land is fe r t i l e  and p r o d u c e s ,  in addi t ion  to wine and

sa l t ,  every th ing  in the way of food and the n e c e s s i t i e s  of l ife in the 

2
h ig h la n d s . "  In the lo w er  a r e a ,  the  p a t t e r n  of cu l t iva t ion  followed that  

of L o w er  Saxony and the Rhine land .  T h e re  one needed  only to h a r ro w  

and scythe fo r  the p roduct ion  of g r a i n  in c o m p a r i s o n  to the need to 

"p lowunder"  the seed  in the h ighlands .

The p r in c ip a l  cu l t iva ted  c r o p s  w e r e  w hea t ,  c o r n  or ry e ,  

b a r l e y ,  o a t s ,  w h o r t l e b e r r y  o r  buckwheat ,  po ta to ,  cabbage ,  roo ts  of 

f ib re  p lan ts ,  g a rden  p ro d u ce ,  and f ru i t .  Spelt (a w hea t  g rown p r inc ipa l ly

^D o r f le r -S ix ,  G esch ich te  d e r  L a n d w i r t s c h a f t , p.  18. 

Ibid.
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in G e rm a n y  and Switzerland) w as  cu l t iva ted  m o r e  in the lowlands ,  and

a f lour  p ro d u c e d  f rom it w as  ex p o r ted  th rough  the highlands  to Saxony

and H a m b u rg .  D o r f l e r  r e l a t e s :  "B o th  w in te r  and s u m m e r  w h e a t  was

d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e ra l l  and p robab ly  was  ex p o r ted  to fo re ig n  lands .  " Much

of the b a r l e y  went to the b r e w e r i e s ;  h o w ev er ,  the husks  w ere  g e n e ra l ly

r e t u r n e d  for ca t t le  feeding. The d i f fe rence  in the so il  and c l im a te  of

the two reg ions  p rov ided  for a d ju s tm e n t s  betv/een the d ry  and wet y e a r s ,

and " th e r e  w e r e  no c rop  f a i l u r e s  th roughou t  the l ands ,  not only by the

2
cu l t iv a ted  fie lds  but also the m ead o w s .  "

T h e  c e r e a l  y ie ld  w a s  s e ld o m  a s ix th  of the c rop ,  and in 

m any  p lace s  in the h ighlands  not even  a  th i rd .  It w a s  m u c h  b e t t e r  in 

the low lands .  The cause  for the in fe r io r  y ie ld  in the h ighlands  was  not 

the so i l ,  n o r  the p e a s a n t ' s  l a c k  of unde rs tand ing  of t i l l age ,  bu t  p r i n c i p 

a lly  b e cau se  of the a lm o s t  daily c o m p u lso ry  l a b o r ,  both hand lab o r  and 

w i th  t e a m s  r e q u i r e d  by the m a n o r i a l  household  and building p r o j e c t s .

M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  E r n s t  (1655-1711) in t roduced  the po ta to  

into h i s  l a n d s ,  and among the G e r m a n  p r i n c e s .4 The  pota to  or  " e a r t h -

apple"  was  u t i l ized  not only a s  food fo r  p eop le ,  but a lso  as feed for

4
hogs ,  ch ickens ,  and ducks .

4 b i d , , p. 19. ^Ib id . , p. 18.

3
M ey e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 133.

4
D o r f l e r -S i x ,  G esch ich te  der  Landwirtschaft ,  p. 19.
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Hops cu l t iva t ion  was  developed a f t e r  the c i t izens  ga ined  the 

r ig h t  to b re w .  P r e v io u s ly  hops w e re  im p o r te d  f r o m  B ohem ia ;  however ,  

following the deve lopm ent  of hops g a rd e n s  in the  M a r g r a v a t e ,  a fo re ign  

m a r k e t  w as  developed w i th  t h e i r  f o r m e r  su p p l i e r ,  B ohem ia .  F la x  and 

hemp w e r e  a lso  p ro d u ced .  The b e s t  flax was  used  fo r  the home s p in n e r s  

and  the d o m es t ic  m i l l s  w h ich  w e re  in th e i r  infancy. This  saved  the 

im p o r ta t io n  of fo re ign  yarn ,  A su rp lu s  was e x p o r te d  to B a m b e r g  and 

N ü rn b e rg  t e r r i t o r i e s .  The s eed s  f rom  the flax and hemp w e re  p r o 

c e s s e d  into oil fo r  i l lum in a t io n  and w agon  g r e a s e .  G a rd e n  and f r u i t  

cu l tu re  a lso  f l o u r i sh e d ,  but  not in suff ic ien t quanti ty  fo r  the home c o n 

sumption ,  so tha t  im p o r t s  of these  p ro d u c ts  w e r e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  the 

ne ighboring  B i s h o p r ic  B a m b e r g .  H o r se  b reed in g  developed  into an  

im p o r tan t  b u s in e s s  and b rough t  c o n s id e ra b le  m oney  into the land.

Cat t le  b reed ing  tended  p r i m a r i l y  to  the r a i s in g  of oxen which w e r e  r e 

q u i re d  fo r  soccage  labor  and fu lf i l led  al l  the w o rk  in  the f ie lds  and on 

the m e ad o w s .  Bee  c u l tu re  a p p ro x im a te d  3 ,000  h ives ,  but th e re  w a s  

l i t t le  y ie ld .  F i s h  c u l tu re  w a s  ex ten s iv e  in the l a r g e  ponds ,  r i v e r s ,  

and b ro o k s .  The p r in c ip a l  f i sh  w e r e  pike,  c a r p ,  and p e r c h .  T h e r e  

w e re  a lso  in the lowlands  g ra y l in g s ,  e e l s ,  and c r a b s .  P e a r l  f i s h e r y  

in the b ro o k s  about B e r n e c k ,  M ark t leu th en  and H ohenberg  w e re  under  

the co n t ro l  of the so v e re ig n .

F o r e s t s  which e a r l i e r  had c o v e r ed  about one - fou r th  of the 

country  w e re  s t i l l  in g r e a t  vo lum e ,  but  declin ing  b ecau se  of the g r e a t
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a m o u n t  c o n s u m e d  by the build ing of f a r m  houses ,  b r id g e s ,  p i e r s ,  and 

f e n c e s .  O th e r  ex tens ive  consum pt ion  of wood was  in the fo r g e s ,  b la s t  

f u r n a c e s ,  and g l a s s  f a c t o r i e s .  Wood w a s  a l so  expor ted  in quan t i ty  

along the r i v e r  c o u r s e s  as  fa r  a s  Holland. M o re o v e r ,  im p r o p e r  

m a n a g e m e n t  of the f o r e s t s  a lso  added to t h e i r  dec l ine .^

One of the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  com m odi t ie s  o r  a s s e t s  in  an 

econom y  is the  p r o d u c e r ,  in th is  ca se  the peasan t .  The p e asa n t  dur ing  

th is  e r a  was  g e n e r a l ly  bound in s e r fd o m .  "At tha t  t ime the s i tua t ion

2of the ' l o w e s t  pos i t ion ,  ' i . e .  , the p e a s a n t s '  was  not exac t ly  a d m i r a b l e .  " 

D o r f l e r  quo tes  M e y e r n ' s  " in fo rm a t io n  of the P o l i t i c a l  and E co n o m ic  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the P r i n c i p a l i t y  B ay reu th ,  " 1780, in a d e sc r ip t i o n  

of the  l ife  of the p e a s a n t  in the h ighlands:

The p e a s a n t  l iv e s  s im ply  and f rugal .  Milk,  po ta toes ,  
k r a u t ,  b a r l e y - m e a l  d um pl ings ,  d r i e d  p eas  and l e n t i l s ,  oat  
g r i t s ,  and  ch eese  a re  the m a i n  foods.  G a rd en  p roduce  s e l 
dom c o m e s  into the k i tchen ,  and home b u tch e red  p ro d u c t s  
a r e  v e r y  l i t t le  known. One finds no smoke house ,  for one 
has  an a v e r s i o n  fo r  sm oked  bacon.  B u t t e r  is se ldom  e a te n  
w i th  b r e a d .  One buys  f r e s h  m e a t  for the  family only at  
h igh  f e a s t s ,  and s o m e t i m e s  on Sunday. N o rm a l ly  w a t e r  is 
the  d r ink .  One gets  a  k ru g  of b row n  hops b e e r  f r o m  the 
t a v e r n  only a t  t i m e s  of heavy w o r k  and the h a r v e s t .  One 
s e ld o m  d r in k s  b ra n d y ,  and  coffee is not b rough t  into the 
p e a s a n t s '  f a r m s t e a d s .  W omen and m a id  s e r v a n t s  go 
m o s t ly  b a re fo o te d .  Only by going to the city does one see

^Otto B ra n d t ,  S taa t  und Kul tu r  de r  f r an k is ch en  M a r k g r a f - 
s cha f ten  im Z e i t a l t e r  F r i e d r i c h s  des G ro s  sen  (E r langen: V er lag  P a l m  
& E n k e ,  1932), p.  19; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Staa t  und Kultur .

2D d r f l e r - S i x ,  G e sc h ic h te  der  Landwirtschaft ,  p. 14.
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shoes .  The m e n  f requen t ly  w e a r  boots wi thou t  socks  and 
the shoe shop c a re fu l ly  c o v e r s  the so les  w i th  n a i l s .  ^

R o s s l e r ,  in  h is  d e sc r ip t i o n  of the h igh lander  p e a s a n t s ,  

s ta tes :  "The p e as a n t s  r e m a i n e d  on the nob les '  p r o p e r t y  in an a p p a r en t  

benevolent s e r fd o m ,  h a r d  and f ruga l .  One d e s c r i b e s  them  as  peacefu l,  

hardworking  and s o b e r ,  in addit ion  indeed highly se l f -w i l led ,  s u p e r 

s t i t ious  and adher ing  to  the  old t im e s .  " He d e s c r i b e s  the lowlander  

as "not so humble as the  h igh lander ,  but r a t h e r  p ro u d  and i r r i t a b l e ,

l e s s  dil igent,  and exh ib i ted  soc iab i l i ty ,  e x t ra v ag a n c e  and he lp fu lness ,

2
and  was m o re  o pen -m inded  and witty .  " No a c c u r a t e  popula t ion  f igures

3
can be given, even today. The f i r s t  genuine census  (1754),  e leven

y e a r s  a f te r  the founding of the  u n iv e r s i ty ,  p l a c e s  the popula tion  at

4
105,000 without the k n ig h t ' s  f a r m e r s .  B r a n t  s ta tes :  "The inhabi tan ts

co n s i s ted  subs tan t ia l ly  of p e a s a n t s ,  who l ived  in a  p r i m i t i v e - p a t r i a r c h a l  

mode .  The degree  of f r e e d o m  of the  p e as a n t ,  h o w ev er ,  even  now fa il s  

close  s c ru t iny .

^Ib id . , p.  22.

2H elm u t  R o s s l e r ,  F r a n k i s c h e r  G e i s t - - D e u t s c h e s  Schicksal:  
I d e e n - K r a k t e - G e s t a t e n  in F  r a n k e n  1500-1800, B and  IV Die P l a s s e n b u r g  
S ch r i f ten  fu r  Heim atkunde  und Kul tu rpf lege  in O s t f r a n k e n , Hsgb .  im 
Auftrage des V e re in s  " F r e u n d e  d e r  P l a s s e n b u r g  E . V . "  d u r c h  S tad ta rch iv  
P r o f .  D r .  Georg  F i s c h e r  (Kulmbach: V e r la g  E . G .  B a u m a n  KG. , 1953), 
pp. 70-71, m y  t r a n s la t io n ;  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  F r a n k i s c h e r  G è i s t .

^Brand t ,  S taa t  und K u l t u r , p. 14.

^ R o s s l e r ,  F r a n k i s c h e r  G e i s t , p.  76.

^Brandt,  Staat und Kultur,  p. 14.
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Although the m a r g r a v a t e  was p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l tu r a l

s ta te ,  " the  rough heights  of the B ay reu th i an  F ic h te l  Mounta ins  o ffered

to e a g e r  e n e r g i e s  the oppor tun i t ies  fo r  the t r e a s u r e s  of the e a r t h . "

F u c k n e r  r e l a t e s  tha t  G o ldkronach  on the w e s t e r n  slope of the F ic h te l

Mounta ins  was the c e n te r  of gold m in ing ,  and the p r o s p e c t o r s '  b a se s

w e re  loca ted  at Goldberg ,  Goldmuhl ,  Zoppaten ,  B ran d h o lz ,  Degmann,

Rohenhoff,  and F b l l m a r .  The depos i t s  how ever  w e r e  dep le ted  by the

f i f teenth  cen tury  and the m i n e r s  w e re  fo rce d  to c le a r in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l

2
lands  o r  to m ig r a t e  .

Louis  XIV, King of F r a n c e  (1643-1715),  rev o k ed  (1685) the 

E d i c t  of N an tes ,  which had p e r m i t t e d  f r eed o m  of w o r sh ip  with in  c e r t a i n  

p r e s c r i b e d  l im i t s .  The rev o ca t io n  m a r k e d  the beginning of e x t r e m e l y  

r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  a g a in s t  the p r o t e s t a n t s .  T h e i r  w o r s h ip  w a s  f o r 

b idden, and  th e i r  c h u rc h  build ings  w e r e  d em ol ished .  P r o t e s t a n t  

m i n i s t e r s  w e re  fo rced  to leave  the coun try  within  f if teen days ,  leaving 

behind any child  ove r  s ev en  y e a r s  of age.  Any o ther  F r e n c h  p r o t e s t a n t  

caught a t tem pt ing  to leave w as  su b jec t  to a sen tence  of the ga l leys .   ̂

T hese  h a r s h  m e a s u r e s  a c c e l e r a t e d  th e i r  m ig r a t io n .  Some 400 ,000  of

h b i d .

2
H e lm uth  F u c k n e r , " E rd g e s c h ic h te  und L a n d sch a f tk u n d e , " 

in F  ranken:  Land,  Volk G e s c h i c h t e , K uns t  und W ir t s ch a f t ,  H sgb .  von 
C o n ra d  S c h e r z e r  (Nürnberg: V er lag  N ü rn b e rg  GmbH & Co. , 1962), I, 
178.

Knap ton,  E u r o p e , II, 338.
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the m i l l io n  and a half  Huguenots  who had been  l iving in F r a n c e  in 1660,

e sc a p e d  at  the r i s k  of t h e i r  l ives  in the decade be fo re  and a f te r  the

rev o c a t io n .  The E l e c t o r  of B ra n d e n b u r g ,  F r e d e r i c k  W i l l i am ,  the

G r e a t  E l e c t o r  (1640-1688),  th ro u g h  his  E d ic t  of P o t s d a m ,  inv i ted  the

F r e n c h  r e fu g e es  into B r a n d e n b u r g .  Some 20, 000 se t t l ed  in the Hohen-

2
z o l l e r n  t e r r i t o r i e s .  M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  E r n s t ,  l ike his cous in ,  the

G r e a t  E l e c t o r ,  gladly g r a n t e d  re fuge  to the F r e n c h  C a l v i n i s t s , to whom

he opened a  p lace  in E r l a n g e n ,  the si te of the fu ture  u n iv e r s i t y  in the

3
B ay r e u th i a n  lowlands .  The  F r e n c h  r e fu g ees  in E r l a n g e n  soon ro s e  to 

a c e r t a i n  p r o s p e r i t y  th ro u g h  th e i r  stocking, glove,  and h a t  f a c t o r i e s .  

H o w ev e r ,  the d e s i r e d  good F r e n c h  f in a n c i e r s ,  w hose  p r e f e r e n c e  w as  

Eng land  and the S t a t e s - G e n e r a l ,  w e r e  not a t t r a c t e d  to the  M a r g r a v a t e . ^ 

W e is s ,  in h is  h i s to ry  of the k id-g love  in d u s t ry  in E r l a n g e n ,  p r e s e n t s  

some s t a t i s t i c s  on the n u m b e r  engaged  in so m e  of the i n d u s t r i e s  in 

E r l a n g e n  during the p e r i o d  u n d e r  d i s cu s s io n .  He shows f o r  the y e a r  

1723 two M a s t e r s  and one to t h r e e  J o u r n e y m e n  w e r e  eng ag ed  in the 

k id -g love  indus t ry .  The s a m e  y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  (1) two F r e n c h  white

Will  and A r i e l  D u ra n t ,  The S tory  of C iv i l i z a t i o n , Vol.
VIII; T h e  Age of Louis  XIV (New York: S im on and S c h u s t e r ,  1963), 
pp.  72-73.

^Hajo Holborn ,  A H i s to r y  of G e r m a n y , Vol. II: 1648-1840 
(New York: A l f r ed  A. Knopf,  1964), p.  23.

^Stein,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , II, 130.

^ R o s s l e r ,  "G esch ichte  Enetw icklung,  " in F ranken , II, 98.
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l e a t h e r  d r e s s e r s ,  (2) five G e r m a n  and  two F r e n c h  ha t  m a k e r s ,  (3) 

sixty - th r e e  G e r m a n  and n ine ty - f ive  F r e n c h  s tocking w o r k e r s .  The 

f ig u r e s  had in c r e a s e d  by 1751 to (1) five M a s t e r s  in the glove in d u s t ry ,  

(2) five F r e n c h  white l e a t h e r  d r e s s e r s ,  (3) e igh teen  G e r m a n  and five 

F r e n c h  hat m a k e r s ,  (4) 102 G e r m a n  and f o r t y - s e v e n  F r e n c h  stocking 

w o r k e r s . ^

In addit ion  to the indus t ry  lo c a ted  in E r la n g e n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

a lso  in the m a r g r a v a t e  m a r b l e  and p o r c e l a i n  w o r k s  in St, G e o rg es ;  

tex t i le  m a n u fa c tu r e  in Hof, W uns ie de l ,  and  the cap i ta l  c i ty ,  B ay reu th ;  

and  the m a n u fa c tu r in g  of m i r r o r s ,  g l a s s ,  p o ta sh ,  and  i ro n  p ro d u c t s  in 

v a r i o u s  towns of the m a r g r a v a t e .  The m u l b e r r y  t r e e  had b e e n  i n t r o 

duced  for  the use  of the s i lk w o rm  c u l tu re .  B r a n t  w r i t e s :  "The  e n t i r e  

f a c to ry  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  s y s te m  of the  m a r g r a v a t e  w as  in con fo rm i ty

to the p r in c ip a l  of m e r c a n t i l i s m  u n d e r  s ta t e  pa ten t  and  in  p a r t  c o m -

2
p le te ly  m onopol ized .  "

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m u s t  be a s s e s s e d  in any eva lua t ion  of the 

eco n o m ic  s ta tus  of an  a r e a .  It can  be a  defin ite  a s s e t  o r  a l iab i l i ty  to 

the i n t e rn a l  m o v e m e n t  of p e r s o n s  and d i s t r ib u t io n  of p ro d u c t s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  in the  m o v e m e n t  of goods f o r  e x p o r t .  As r e l a t e d  p re v io u s ly ,  w a t e r

Anton W e is s , G esch ich te  d e r  E r l a n g e r  Glace  hands  chuh-  
fab r ika t ion :  e i n e r  von der  Hugenotten  n a c h  D e u tsc h la n d  g e b r a c h te n  In 
d u s t r i e  (Mindelheim: D ruck  de r  Alo is  F a d e r ' c h e n  B uch-  und Akziden- 
d r u c k e r e i ,  1909), pp. 20-21.

"Otto Brandt,  Staat und K u l tu r , p. 20.
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w a s  used  fo r  the m o v e m e n t  of woods  to Holland and stone 

p r o d u c t s  to T u rk ey .

One m ig h t  im agine  th a t  the ro ad s  of th is  a r e a  would have 

b een  im p ro v ed  to a  c o n s id e ra b le  d e g re e ,  as they had s e r v e d  as the 

p r in c ip a l  t r a d e  ro u te s  f rom  the south  (Italy and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Venice 

w hen  i t  was  at  i ts  he igh t  a s  a t r a d e  c en te r )  to the n o r th  of G e rm a n y .  

They  st i l l  s e r v e d  a s  the p r in c ip a l  ro u te s  f r o m  South G e r m a n y ,  and 

the e a s t - w e s t  ro u t e s  be tw een  the Lowlands  on the E n g l i sh  Channel  and 

c e n t r a l  E u ro p e .

Some r a t h e r  v iv id  d e s c r ip t i o n s  of the condit ions  of the 

r o a d s ,  not only of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th ,  but a l so  in the ne ighbor ing  

t e r r i t o r i e s ,  a r e  given by M a r g r a v i n e  W ilhe lmina  in h e r  " M e m o i r s .  "

The M a r g r a v i n e ' s  wedding  t r i p  f ro m  B e r l i n  to B ay reu th ,  a 

d is tance  of ap p ro x im a te ly  220 U .S .  m i l e s  by p r e s e n t  autobahn, r e q u i r e d  

twelve d ays '  t r a v e l .  N u m e r o u s  de lays  w e r e  o c c a s io n e d  by snow and the 

coach  b reak d o w n s .  She w r i t e s  of the t r ip :

I a r r i v e d  safe ly  the s am e  evening  at  C l o s t e r z i n ,  
wh ich  i s  the f i r s t  s tage .  The s econd  was  not so fo r tunate  
as the f i r s t .  The c o ac h  b ro k e  down on m y  side:  two loaded 
p i s to l s ,  and two heavy t r u n k s ,  wh ich  they had  fa s ten e d  
th e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know why, fell on m e  without  doing me the 
l e a s t  h a r m .  . . . The M a r g r a v e  c a r r i e d  m e  o v e r  a  f ield 
co v e r ed  wi th  snow; he f ro ze  as he walked; and m y  shoes  
w e r e  f ro z e n  to m y  fee t .  . . . A f te r  so m e  t im e  the coach  
w as  r e p a i r e d ,  and  we p ro c e e d e d  on our jo u rney .  ^

M a r k g r a f in  W ilhe lm ine  von B ay reu th ,  M e m o i r s  of F r e d 
e r i c a  Sophia W ilhe lm ina ,  P r i n c e s s  R oyal  of P r u s s i a ,  M ar g rav in e  of 
B a i r e u t h ,  S i s t e r  of F r e d e r i c  the G r e a t  (London: Cox and B ay le s ,  1812),
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Of the t r i p  between Leipz ig  and Hof, she wrote :

I s e t  out at leng th  to p u r s u e  my jou rney ,  which  p a s s e d  
w e l l  enough, with  the excep t io n  of the f e a r s  which I e n t e r 
ta ined  a t  t i m e s ,  f rom  our a p p ro a c h e s  to rocks  and p r e c i 
p ices .  The ro ad s  w e re  abo m in ab le ,  and al though the cold 
w as  e x c e s s iv e ,  I p r e f e r r e d  walk ing to the  chance of being 
o v e r tu rn e d .

On a t r i p  f r o m  B a y r e u th  to  B e r l i n  in 1733, which she had

in tended making in  five days ,  she did  not a r r i v e  a t  Hof unti l e leven

o 'c lo ck  the f i r s t  evening. It was  only a d is tance  of about tw en ty -e ig h t

U .S .  m i l e s .  At one s ta t ion  the p o s t m a s t e r  begged  h e r  not to p r o c e e d

as  it was  gett ing d a rk  and the ro u te  p a s s e d  th rough  a heavy woods

"w h ere  people w e re  daily  being ro b b ed  and m u r d e r e d ,  . . . "  T h ey  had

t o r c h e s  with  t h e m ,  but unfor tunate ly ,  they  went  out as they e n t e r e d  the

woods;  how ever ,  they did p a s s  th ro u g h  u n h a rm e d .  On the r e t u r n  t r i p

to B ay reu th ,  she r e l a t e s  tha t  the coach  o v e r tu r n e d  and she r e c e iv e d

2
s c r a t c h e s  about the face and s e v e r a l  con tus ions  about the head.

The following J a n u a r y  (1734),  enrou te  f ro m  B a y r e u th  to 

A nsbach ,  be fo re  a r r iv in g  a t  B a i r s d o r f ,  the M arg rav in e  e n co u n te re d  

m o r e  t r a v e l  d i f f icu l t ies  and r e l a t e s :

II, 4-5;  h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  M e m o i r s  of F r e d e r i c a  Sophia W il 
h e l m i n a .

4 b i d . , II, 4-5.

3M a r k g ra f in  Wilhelmine  von B ay reu th ,  M e m o i r s  of W i lh e l 
m in e ,  M arg rav in e  of B a i r e u t h , t r a n s . b y H . R . H .  P r i n c e s s  C h r i s t i a n  of 
Schleswig  Hols te in ,  P r i n c e s s  of G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and I r e la n d  (London: 
David  Scott ,  1887), pp. 268-69; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as M e m o i r s  of 
W i l h e lm in e .
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In p a s s in g  o v e r  a fr ightfu l  p r e c i p i c e ,  the fore  wheel 
went out of the t r a c k ,  and we should have  b e e n  o v e r s e t ,  if 
my he y dukes had not he ld  the coach  by  the hind w hee ls .
The M a r g ra v e  la  M arw i tz  and my g o v e rn e s s  got out with 
difficulty,  as a rock  would not allow the door to be c o m 
ple te ly  opened. My s e r v a n t s ,  imagining tha t  we had all 
got out of the c a r r i a g e ,  l e t  go of the w h e e l s .  F e a r  gave 
m e  s t r e n g th  and agil i ty:  I sp rung  a t  one l e ap  out of the 
c a r r i a g e ,  but my fee t  sl ipped, and I fel l  under  it the 
m o m en t  it  s t a r t e d  to m ove .  La  M arw i tz  and a P r u s s i a n  
o ff icer  who followed us ,  la id  hold of m y  d r e s s ,  and 
e x t r i c a t e d  m e ,  o the rw ise  I would have b een  c r u s h e d  to 
death.  As I w as  ve ry  f r igh tened ,  they gave me  som e 
wine to r e c r u i t  m y  s p i r i t s ;  a f te r  wh ich  we continued on 
o u r  jou rney .

A thaw had come on the p reced in g  night.  The sun 
began to give way to d a r k n e s s ,  to speak  in the language 
of ro m a n c e ,  and we h ad  a r i v e r  to p a s s .  This  r i v e r  
w as  f ro z e n  over ;  but we had s c a r c e l y  begun to c r o s s  it, 
when the ice  b ro k e ,  and the h o rse s  and coach  s tuck  fas t .
We w e re  e x t r i c a t e d  by m e a n s  of r o p e s ,  and with  the 
u tm o s t  p re c a u t io n ,  o th e rw is e  we should  infall ibly have 
been  drowned.  ^

Such ro a d  condi t ions  a s  d e s c r ib e d  by the M ar g rav in e  su re ly  

w e r e  not of a quali ty  to p rov ide  adequate  m e a n s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of 

m e r c h a n d i s e ,  or enhance the p ro m o t io n  of deve lopm ent  of indus t ry  and 

c o m m e r c e .

Dem ands  on the M a r g ra v a te  R e s o u r c e s  

In cons ide r ing  the econom ic  s ta tus  of an a r e a ,  it is n e c e s 

s a r y  to invest iga te  the demands  made  upon the ava i lab le  r e s o u r c e s  and 

to ba lance  one ag a in s t  the o th e r .  The financia l  s t r a i n  upon the r e s o u r c e s

^Markgrafin W i lh e lm in e , M e m o i r s  of F r e d e r i c a  Sophia
Wilhe lm ina,  II, 182-83 .
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of the M a r g r a v a t e  had b een  of c o n s id e ra b le  p r o p o r t io n s  and d u ra t io n

p r i o r  to the r e ig n  of F r e d e r i c k ,  the founder  of the u n iv e r s i ty .

B r a n t  a s s e r t s  tha t  i t  i s  not h is  in tention to a rgue  aga ins t

the id ea  th a t  the econom ic  and c o m m e r c i a l  po l icy  of the M a r g r a v e  was

de f in i te ly  an hones t  en deavor  to s e r v e  h is  s u b jec t s '  w e l f a r e ,  as was

r e p e a t e d  in n u m e ro u s  d e c r e e s ,  "H ow ever ,  a t  th i s  t ime the p r e te n t io n s

of a m a g n i f ic e n t  household  and the  am b i t io u s  d e s i r e  for go rgeous

bu i ld ings ,  a w e l l -known p a s s i o n  of the then  p r i n c e s ,  and  the  fu r the r ing

of a r t s  and s c ie n c e s ,  in the doing dec ided ly  fa i led  as a 'M a c e n a te n tu m '

(m a e c e n a s ,  ben e fac to r ) ,  " R b s s l e r  w r i t e s  th a t  m e r c a n t i l i s m  was  the

p a s s w o r d  of the econom ic  policy .

The p r ince  no lo n g e r  s t ro v e  a f t e r  1550 in  developing 
c a m e r a l i s m ,  to c a r r y  on an eco n o m ic  po l icy ,  w h ich  covered  
the need  of the p r in c e ly  househo ld  and a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of the 
s ta te  alone th rough  i n c r e a s e  of the income value of the 
p r in c e ly  c ro w n  lan d s ,  d o m a in d s ,  and r e g a l i a .  ^

R o s s l e r  d i f f e r en t i a t e s  b e tw een  the m ean ing  of the t e r m s
g

" c a m e r a l i s m "  and " m e r c a n t i l i s m . "  He w r i t e s :  "While c a m e r a l i s m  

had t r i e d  to  l if t  up the econom ic  s t r e n g th  of a l l  c l a s s e s  f r o m  the noble

to p e a s a n t  and tow nsm an ,  m e r c a n t i l i s m  had g o v e rn m e n ta l  goa ls .  

R b s s l e r  d e s c r i b e s  th e s e  g o v e r n m e n ta l  goals :

" B ran d t ,  Staat  und  K ul tu r  , p.  20.

2
R b s s l e r ,  G esch ich te  En tw ick lu n g , p. 98. 

^Ibid.
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The t r e a s u r y  of the p r i n c e s  and h is  s t a t e s  should  
be fi l led  with  p r e c i o u s  m e ta l ;  to tha t  end only the d e v e lo p 
m e n t  of s ta te  in d u s t r i e s  and  the fu r th e r a n c e  of th e i r  e x 
p o r t  w as  im p o r ta n t ,  not only the s toppage of im p o r ta t io n ,  
which  could in ju re  the indus t ry  of the land and for a l l  the 
m an ufac tu r ing  of the s t a t e s .  ^

The p a s s i o n  for the building of m ag n i f ic en t  p a la c e s  and 

public  bu i ld ings ,  the keeping  of a splendid  c o u r t ,  and  lux u r io u s  e n t e r 

t a in m e n t  w as  not an  innovation of M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  and h is  c o n so r t  

W ilhe lm ina .  His  p r e d e c e s s o r s  had expended t r e m e n d o u s  su m s  and in 

c u r r e d  s tagge r ing  deb ts  in the r enova t ion  and expan s io n  of ex is t ing  

p a l a c e s  and the c o n s t r u c t io n  of  new ones .  The f o r t r e s s  pa lace ,  P l a s s e n -  

b u rg  a t  Ku lm bach ,  was r e p e a te d ly  sub jec ted  to a t t a c k  and d e s t ru c t io n ,

followed by r e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  and e n l a r g e m e n t s .  D u ra n t

2
r e l a t e s  tha t  "the  M a r g r a v e  of A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th  spen t  237,000 f lo r in s

($30 ,000 ,000 )  on h is  P l a s s e n b u r g  P a l a c e ,  in one of the p o o r e s t  p r i n c i -

3p a l i t i e s  in the E m p i r e .  " The  P l a s s e n b u r g  w as  a g a in  r e b u i l t  by M a r 

g ra v e  C h r i s t i a n  (1603-1655) following its d e s t r u c t i o n  in the M a r g r a v i a n  

W ar .  C h r i s t i a n  r e m o v e d  his  r e s id e n c e  f rom  the P l a s s e n b u r g  in 1604 

to B ay reu th ,  w he re  he occupied  him se l f  w i th  the renova t ion  and  new

4
c o n s t r u c t io n  of the "Old  C a s t l e .  " M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  w a s  su cc e ed e d

^I b id . ^George  F r e d e r i c k  (1557-1603).

^Will and A r i e l  D u ra n t ,  The S tory  of C iv i l i z a t ion ,  Vol. VII: 
The  Age of R e a s o n  Begins  (New York: S im on  and S c h u s te r ,  1961), p.549.

4
M e y e r ,  G e sch ich te  der  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 130.
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by h is  g ran d so n ,  C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  (1655-1712),  w hose  a lm o s t  e n t i r e  l ife 

w as  spen t  in fo re ig n  w a r  s e r v i c e .  H ow ever ,  he bu i l t  a new city,  

C h r i s t i a n  E r l a n g e n ,  for  the F r e n c h  Huguenot r e fu g e e s  co lon ized  at E r 

langen.  He a lso  found t im e  to c o n s t r u c t  the " C as t le  C hurch"  in B ayreu th .  

In a d d i t i o n , the c o n s t r u c t io n  of the pa lace  in E r l a n g e n  (now the A d m in i 

s t r a t i o n  Offices of the U n ive rs i ty )  w as  begun by C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ,  but 

r e m a i n e d  to be f in i shed  by his  son ,  G eorge  Will ianr (1712-1726).  His 

f inanc ia l  d i f f icu l t ies  drove  him into a l c h e m i s t  a d v en tu r e s .  One B aron  

C r o n e m a n n  w a s  " consp icuous  th ro u g h  b r a s s "  and w as  e lev a te d  in 1679 

by the M a r g r a v e  under  the t i t le  "S u p rem e  P r e s i d e n t .  " Even tua l ly  a f te r  

s e v e n  y e a r s ,  the f raud  w as  e x p o se d  and he atoned fo r  his  offense on 

the ga l low s .   ̂ G eorge  Wil l iam, in his  s h o r t  r e ig n  of fo u r tee n  y e a r s ,

w as  the founder of  G e o r g e n v o r s t a d t ,  a  subu rb  of B a y r e u th ,  the bu i lde r

2
of the p l e a s u r e  p a lac e  E r e m i t a g e  on the  o u t s k i r t s  of B ay r eu th ,  a s  well  

a s  the O r a n g e r i e ,  Riding Hall ,  and T h e a t e r  in E r l a n g e n .  This  c o n 

s t r u c t i o n  in addit ion to o ther  e x t r a v a g a n c e s  by "the gay and m u s ic  

e n th u s i a s t "  c r e a t e d  addi t iona l  in d e b te d n e s s ,  to a l r e a d y  e x t r e m e ly  high 

d e b t s . ^

M a r g r a v e  G eorge  W il l iam  died so n le s s  (1726), so the M ar  -

" M e y e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t ,  pp. 130-33. 

2
Stein,  G e s c h ic h e t  F r a n k e n s , II, 131.

3 _M e y e r ,  G esch ich te  d e r  H u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. M.
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g ra v a te  p a s s e d  to the George A lb e r t  c o l l a t e r a l  l ine of the H o h enzo l le rn

family ,  in the p e r s o n  of George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  his  fa the r ,

C h r i s t i a n  H en ry ,  had e n t e r e d  into an a g r e e m e n t  with  King F r e d e r i c k  of

P r u s s i a  in  1703 (a t  a t ime when it a p p ea re d  m o s t  unlike ly  th a t  the  l ine

of s u cc e ss io n  would p a s s  to the George  A lb e r t  l ine  of the family) tha t  the

line of s u c c e s s io n  would r e v e r t  to the p r i m a r y  ( P r u s s i a n )  l ine of the

fam i ly .  The a g r e e m e n t  was signed  and sworn  to by C h r i s t i a n  H en ry
1

and  his  two sons in 1704. The r e m u n e r a t io n  is s ta ted  by the M arg rav in e

Wilhe lmina  in one of the m a n u s c r ip t s  of h e r  " M e m o i r s "  as  being 400, 000

2
t h a l e r s ,  and a  r e g im e n t  fo r  e ac h  of the sons .  In ano ther  m a n u s c r i p t

of the " M e m o i r s , "  the  M a r g ra v in e  d e s c r i b e s  the r e m u n e r a t i o n  a s  "a

c o n s id e ra b le  pens ion  and a r e g im e n t  for  the second  of h is  sons .  A f te r

long p r e l i m i n a r i e s  the t r e a t y  w as  concluded, and the two e ld e s t  sons  of

the unfor tunate  H e n ry  w e re  sen t  to study at  the U n iv e r s i ty  of U t rech t .

On th e i r  r e tu r n ,  they  found t h e i r  fa th e r  on the point of death ,  and th e i r

fam ily  d isconso la te  because  the condit ions  of the s t ipu la t ion  had b e e n

3
le f t  u n p e r fo rm e d ,  and tw o - th i rd s  of the pension  deducted.  " L a t e r ,

^ R b s s l e r ,  F r a n k i s c h e r  G e i s t , p.  74.

2M a r k g ra f in  Wilhelmine von B ay reu th ,  M e m o i r e n  d e r  Kbnig- 
l i ch  P r e u s s i s c h e n  P r i n z e s s i n  F r i e d e r i k e  Sophie W i lh e lm in e , M a r k g ra f in  
von B ay r eu th  S c h w e s te r  F r i e d r i c h s  des G rossen :  Vom J a h r e  1709-1742 
(Leipzig :  V er lag  von S. B a r s d o r f ,  1892), p. 177-78; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  
to as M e m o i re n  d e r  P r e u s s i s c h e n  P r i n z e s s i n .

3M a r k g ra f in  Wilhelmine von B ayreu th ,  M e m o i r e n  von F r i e d 
e r ik e  Sophie Wilhelmine M ar k g ra f in  von B a i re i i th  S c h w e s te r  F r i e d r i c h s  
des G r o s s e n  vom J a h r e  1706 b i s  1742, t r a n s .  by Th. H e l l  (B raunscw eig :
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suppor ted  by the E m p e r o r  of the Holy R om an  E m p i r e ,  they su cceeded  in

ge tt ing the t r e a t y  cance l led  and the r igh t  of  inher i tance  r e s t o r e d .  The

t e r m s  of the a g r e e m e n t  w e re  tha t  "George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l  p r o m i s e d  to

pay to the King an annual sum of th i r ty  thousand  gulden, o r  a lump sum

of five thousand  gulden, '5 tonnen gold' .  " Shor tly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  the

M a r g r a v a t e  devolved to P r i n c e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l ,  "who found

every th ing  in  g r e a t  confusion; m an y  deb ts ,  l i t t le money ,  and a c o r r u p t  

2
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  C. M eye r  d e s c r i b e s  M a r g ra v e  George  F r e d e r i c k

C a r l  a s  "a  su l len  hu m o red ,  ou tward ly  th r i f ty  m an ,  who knew how to

3
unite a v a s t  p l e a s u r e  for the dr inking  cup to P i e t i s t i c  t r e n d s .  " R o s s l e r

r e l a t e s  tha t  he a t tem p ted  to r e o rg a n i z e  the f inances  and to r a i s e  the 

4econom y.  The B a r o n  von P o l ln i t z ,  the " G e r m a n  C asan o v a .  " w ro te  of

M a r g r a v e  George  F r e d e r i c k  C h a r l e s :

. . .  an  ac t  of g e n e ro s i ty  tha t  p e r h a p s  is  not to be p a r a l l e l e d ,  
and w hich  I r e l a t e  to  you a s  the m o s t  Authentic Tes t im o n y  
tha t  can  be of his good N a tu re  and  In teg r i ty .  His  p r e d e c e s 
s o r s  had left  an empty  E x c h e q u e r  and a  g re a t  m any  debts ,  
and the M a r g r a v e ,  a t  his  a c c e s s i o n  to the Regency ,  was  
obliged to  pay the King of P r u s s i a  26, 000 f lo r in s  (many a

V e r la g  F r i e d r i c h  Vieweg und Sohn, 1845), pp.  294-95; my t r a n s la t io n .

^Edith E. C u the l l ,  Wilhe lmina ,  M a r g ra v i n e  of B a i r e u th  
(London: C h ap m an  and Hall ,  1905), I, p. 46; h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  
W i lh e lm in a .

^Ib id .

'2
M e y e r ,  Gesch ich te  d e r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t ,  p. 134.

4‘R b s s l e r ,  F r a n k is c h e r  G e i s t ,  p. 74.
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y e a r ' s  income) upon the condit ions  tha t  His M a je s ty  would  
renounce  any P r e t e n s i o n s  he m ig h t  have to the M a r g r a v a t e  
by v i r tue  of the R es ig n a t io n s  of a ll  Right  to the S u c c e s s io n  
wh ich  had  been  m ade  by the M ar g rav e  of C u lm b ach ,  his 
f a th e r ,  in favor  of F r e d e r i c k  I. , King of P r u s s i a .

To r a i s e  th is  sum on people  a l re ady  o v e r b u r d e n e d  
by the e n o rm o u s  t a x e s  w as  to s ee k  th e i r  ru in .  The M a r 
g ra v e ,  in pity  of th e i r  m i s e r a b l e  condition ,  chose  r a t h e r  
to b o r row  th is  m oney  in the State of the C i r c l e  of F r a n 
conia  a t  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ;  when he found h im s e l f  in peaceab le  
P o s s e s s i o n  of h i s  Dominions  by this p a y m e n t  m a d e  to the 
King of P r u s s i a  he under took  to pay off not only his  own, 
but the debts  of his P r e d e c e s s o r s .  To enable  h i m s e l f  to do 
th i s ,  he began by tu rn in g  off his C o u r t ,  kept but a  s m a l l  
n u m b e r  of C o u n s e l lo r s  and gen t lem en ,  and d i sb an d ed  3 ,000  
m e n  of the t ro o p s  w h ich  the la te  M a r g ra v e  kept in pay to 
no pu rp o se .

He re d u c ed  his table  to the g r e a t e s t  f ruga l i ty ;  his 
c lo thes  w e r e  pla in ,  and he avoided m ag n if icence  and 
gaming .  Some t im e  a f t e r ,  he m a d e  ano ther  r e f o r m  in 
his House  and kep t  up but  a v e r y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of Do - 
m e s t i c k s .  He e s t a b l i s h e d  a council  of R egency ,  and, to 
save ex p en se s  w h ich  his r a n k  a s  a Sovere ign  would  have 
engaged him in w h e th e r  he would  o r  not,  he le ft  h is  D o m in 
ions and went  to l ive incognito w i th  the H e r e d i t a r y  P r i n c e ,  
h is  son,  a t  Geneva. I be l ieve  tha t  both  of  th em  a r e  actually  
a t  M ontpe l l ie r .  He is r e s o l v e d  not to r e t u r n  to h is  d o m in 
ions t i l l  al l  h is  deb ts  a r e  pa id  off. M ea n t im e  his sub jec ts  
w i s h  for his  r e t u r n  w i th  im pa t ience ,  for has  such  a k in d 
n e s s  for th em ,  and g o v e rn s  them  w i th  such  m i l d n e s s ,  tha t  
they look on h im  as  th e i r  F a t h e r  and B en e fa c to r .  This  
r e t i r e m e n t  of the M a r g r a v e  f r o m  the Splendour of Sovere ign ty  
is  m o r e  to be c o m m en d ed  b e c a u s e  ' t i s  abso lu te ly  v o lun ta ry ;  
he w as  not at a l l  ob l iged  to pay the debts  of h is  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  
for  they w e r e  of such  n a tu re  as not to be ranked  am ong the 
debts  of g o ve rnm en t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  it  w a s  a p l e a s u r e  to do 
i t ,  he chose  r a t h e r  to ab r idge  h i m s e l f  of the c h a r m s  of s o v 
e re ig n ty  than  tha t  p eop le ,  whom  F a i th  in the G o v e rn m e n t  
had made  them  p a r t  w i th  m oney ,  should  have th e s e  deb ts .
Such a g lo r ious  ac t ion  as  th i s ,  is in m y  ju d g e m e n t  equa l  to 
the L a u r e l s  of twenty v i c to r i e s :  Th is  w as  owing to his 
v i r tu e ,  w h e r e a s  V ic to ry  is g e n e ra l ly  the consequen t  chance 
and  F  o r t u n e . ^

^Cuthell ,  W ilhe lm ina ,  I, pp. 2 3 5 -3 6 .



1

The M a r g ra v a te  h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  F r e d e r i c k ,  was m a r r i e d  

on T uesday  20 N o v em b er  1731, to the P r i n c e s s  Wilhe lmina  of P r u s s i a ,  

dau g h te r  of King F r e d e r i c  Will iam I, the l ieb ling  S c h w e s te r  (favor i te  

s i s t e r )  of F r e d e r i c  the G re a t .  A m o n th  following the wedding c e r e 

mony. the P r i n c e s s  Wilhe lmina  upon ques t ion ing  l e a r n e d  the t e r m s  of 

h e r  m a r r i a g e  t r e a t y .  W ilhe lmina  e n u m e r a t e s  the t e r m s  of the t r e a t y  

in he r  M e m o i r s : ^

The  m a r r i a g e  t r e a t y  con ta ined  the following a r t i c l e s .
The King lent the M a r g r a v e  of B a i r e u t h  260,000 t h a l e r s ,  
wi thout  i n t e r e s t ,  to pay h i s  deb ts .  A f te r  two y e a r s  had 
e l a p s e d ,  he was to co m m en ce  repay ing  the sum in i n s t a l 
m e n t s  of 2500 t h a l e r s .  This  was  the g r e a t  m a r k  of favour 
p r o m i s e d  m e .  My dowry w a s  4 0 ,0 0 0  t h a l e r s ,  to which  the 
King added 60 ,000  t h a l e r s  of his  own f r e e  w i l l  in o r d e r  to 
m ake  good what  I had lo s t  by giving up m y  c la im s  to my 
m o t h e r ’s fo r tune .  My jo in tu r e  am oun ted  to 16,000 t h a l e r s ,  
and  o u r  jo in t  income with  w h ich  to m e e t  o u r  household  e x 
p e n s e s ,  e t c . ,  w as  14, 000 t h a l e r s .  Of th is  l a s t  sum 2,000 
th a l e r s  w e r e  for  my own use ,  out of w h ich  I had to pay  all  
s a l a r i e s ,  so tha t  I could  r e a l ly  d i sp o se  of only 1, 200 
t h a l e r s  for my p r iv a te  use .  My d i s m a y  is easily to be 
un d e rs tood .  ^

F r e d e r i c k ,  the founder of the u n iv e r s i ty ,  began  his r e ig n  on 

the 17th of May 1735. ’’The new M a r g r a v e  and M a r g rav in e  su cceeded  

to a m a s s  of debts  and d i f f icu l t ies .  . . . Money w as  so s h o r t  tha t  the 

M a r g r a v i n e ,  h e r s e l f ,  had to de f ray  the e x p en s e s  of the M in i s t e r s  sen t

^ M ark g ra f in  W ilhe lmina ,  M e m o i r e n  d e r  P r e u s s i s c h e n  
P r i n z e s s e n . I,  205-06.

^Markgrafin  W i l h e lm in e , M e m o i r s  of Wilhe line,  pp. 210-
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to B e r l i n  and  D e n m a r k .

W r i t e r s  ag ree  tha t  F r e d e r i c k ' s  r e ig n  w as  one of sp lendor ,  

e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  and debt.  It cou ld  h a rd ly  be c o n s id e r e d  o th e rw is e ,  as the 

p h y s ica l  ev idence ,  in the n a tu re  of the m agn i f ic en t  build ings  and p a r k s ,  

r e m a i n s  in tac t  today. Ste in  w r i t e s :

His (George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l )  son C ro w n  P r i n c e  F r e d 
e r i c k ,  1731, had  m a r r i e d  at  B e r l i n  the o ld e s t  daugh te r  of 
King F r e d e r i c k  Wil l iam I of P r u s s i a ,  W i lhe lm ina ,  and 
th ro u g h  h e r  the p r in c e ly  househo ld  e x p e r i e n c e d  under  
F r e d e r i c k  the m o s t  sp lend id  t im e .  . . . She c a u s e d  indeed 
an e x p e n s e ,  wh ich  did  not c o r r e s p o n d  to the scan ty  income 
of the s m a l l  land .  . .

B r a n d t ' s  c o m m e n t s  upon th is  sub jec t  a re :

The e a r l i e r  m a r g r a v e s , e sp e c i a l l y  C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  
and  G eorge  Wil l iam have h e r e  in B a y r e u th  la id  the foun
dation  fo r  cour t ly  c u l tu re :  bu i l t  the E r e m i t a g e ,  the P a l a c e  
Zoo, H i m m e l s k r o n ,  and  St.  G eo rg e .  Those  p a r t s  w h ich  
w e r e  p lanned  by D e c k e r  and R an tz  a r e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of 
unusua l  o r ig ina l i ty .  . . . The F r e n c h  a r c h i t e c t ,  St. P i e r r e ,  
t h ro u g h  the c o n s t r u c t io n  of a g r e a t  new o p e r a  house;  th rough  
e n la rg in g  and beaut i fy ing  the E r e m i t a g e , w h e reb y  he s k i l l 
fully u sed  poss ib le  ways  and  m e a n s  f r o m  n a tu re ,  at the 
sam e  t im e  for the founta in ;  and  e sp e c i a l l y  th ro u g h  the 
g ra n d io se  c re a t io n  of the  new r e s i d e n c e ,  had w i thou t  doubt 
f i r s t  of a l l  m a d e  u n p e r i s h a b le  the r e c o l l e c t i o n  of the 
b r i l l i a n t  t im e  of the B a y r e u t h i a n  C o u r t ,  w h ich  h a s  a cq u i r e d  
g e n e ra l ly  a p e r m a n e n t  w o r t h  about the p r e s e n t  day fash ioning  
of the C ity of B a y r e u th .  ^

^Cuthell ,  W ilhe lm ina ,  II, 5-6 .

^Stein,  G e sc h ic h te  F r a n k e n s ,  II, pp. 132,  170.

3
Brandt ,  Staat und kultur,  p.  22.
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R o s s l e r  sees  the influence of the E n l ig h tm e n t  and the  F r e n c h  

Sp i r i t  r e f l e c ted  in the ac t iv i t ie s  of the M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  and M a r 

g rav ine  Wilhelmina;

The new M arg rav e  F r e d e r i c k  (1735-67) in A l tdorf  and 
Geneva had gone o ve r  f rom  p a t e r n a l  P i e t i s m  to the E n l ig h t 
m en t ,  and f rom  this h is  c h ee r fu l  life em ot iona l  t e m p e r a 
m en t  was  ju s t  as on w ings ,  as  h is  wife Wilhe lmine ,  the 
sp i r i t e d - in t r ig in g  s i s t e r  of F r e d e r i c k  the G re a t .  So they 
both  went v a r io u s  w ays ,  the F r e n c h  s p i r i t e d  wom an  and 
the s t rong,  zes tfu l  M a r g r a v e ,  the a im  for them both the 
im p ro v em e n t  of B ay reu th ,  the city as  wel l  as the t e r r i t o r y ,  
the fo r em o s t  e x p re s s io n  of th e i r  p r ince ly  d e s i r e s .  When 
for tha t  pu rpose  the l it t le cour t  w as  expanded splendidly ,  
when B ay r eu th  was ado rned  wi th  a w r e a t h  of p le a s u r e  
c a s t l e s .  So one e n e rg e t ic  w i th  tha t  and by tha t  a l so  the 
lands  cu l tu re  and economy,  which w e r e  inc reas ing ly  
c o m m e r c i a l ,  w e re  m onopol ized  by the s ta te .  Who 
sum m oned  Ita lian and F r e n c h  a r t i s t s  for the ad o rn m en t  
of the c a s t l e s ,  to t r a n s m i t  no t  only a weal th  of a r t s  and 
a c c o m p l i sh m e n ts  to the land ,  a l so  would e s t a b l i s h  
drawing and scu lp tur ing  acad em y ,  a f te r  the model  of 
B e r l i n  and P a r i s ,  for the  teach ing  of the lan d 's  ch i ld ren .  ^

M eyer  gives an  equally in te re s t in g  and in te rp re t iv e  d e 

s c r ip t i o n  of the s p i r i t  of F r e d e r i c ' s  and W i lh e lm in a ' s  re ign:

His son and s u c c e s s o r  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  . . . has  
beco m e  well -known in the h i s to ry  of the B ay reu th ian  lands ,  
e sp e c ia l l y  however,  in h i s  c ap i t a l ,  th rough  h i s  love of 
sp lendor ,  he e x p r e s s e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in a s e r i e s  of m a j e s t i c  
build ings .  His household  was one of the m o s t  luxurious  
and e x t rav ag an t  of the 18th cen tu ry .  B ay r eu th  t e e m e d  
under  his r e ig n  with I ta l ian  and F r e n c h  a r c h i t e c t s ,  p a i n t e r s ,  
s tucco w o r k e r s ,  stone c u t t e r s ,  stone m a r k e r s ,  p a p e r -  
h a n g e r s ,  chefs ,  g a r d e n e r s ,  b a r b e r s ,  e t c . A new excit ing 
o p e ra  house  w as  buil t ,  whose  equal in Europe  is looked for ,  
and is s t i l l  today the wonder  of f o r e i g n e r s .  Abi l i t ies  of 
the f i r s t  d eg ree ,  as G ra s  si and of the Turko t t i  and G uer i ,

‘ R o s s l e r ,  F ran k is c h e r  G e is t ,  p. 75.
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w o rk e d  th e re in ;  the F r e n c h  comedy  c o n s i s te d  of a t roupe  
a s s e m b l e d  in P a r i s ;  in the Ba l le t ,  nam es  shone l ike Balbi 
and B iga t t i .  After the burn ing  of the Old P a l a c e ,  a new 
m agn if icen t  bui ld ing w as  e r e c t e d  a f t e r  the m ode l  of 
V e r s a i l l e s  (1753), a w r e a t h  of p l e a s u r e - s e a t s  (E re m i t a g e ,  
S anspare i l )  in l ikewise  luxur ious  sty le  su r ro u n d e d  the 
R es id e n ce .  And all th is  f r o m  a land not  ex ce s s iv e ly  r i c h  
by n a tu re ,  c o v e r e d  w i th  a popula tion of l e s s  than half  a 
m i l l ion .  C h a m b e r  M o o rs ,  c o u r t  T u rk s  and c o u r t  C o ssa ck s  
w e re  not lacking in the dazzling city .  M ar g rav in e  W il 
he lm ina ,  the o ld e s t  daugh ter  of King F r e d e r i c k  Will iam I 
of P r u s s i a  and the favo r i te  s i s t e r  of he r  g r e a t  b r o th e r  
F r e d e r i c ,  s h a r e d  and a s s i s t e d  the inc lination of he r  
husband for pomp and g rand iose  l iving.  ^

F u r t h e r  in fo rm a t io n  re la t ive  to the t h e a t e r ,  b a l l e t s ,  m u s i c a l s ,

o p e r a s ,  and o th e r  c o u r t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  will  be p r e s e n t e d  in m o re  d e ta i l  in

a l a t e r  c h ap te r  p e r t a in in g  to the c o u r t  l i fe .  ^

The f inanc ia l  s i tua t ion  was  in  a  cons tant  state of d i s o rd e r

and the p u r s e  dep le ted .  The M a r g rav in e  r e l a t e s  in h e r  M e m o i r s  tha t

w hen  h e r  fa th e r ,  the King,  r e q u e s t e d  h e r  to t r a v e l  to Ans b a c h  p r i o r  to

a  v i s i t  to B e r l i n ,  she la cked  the n e c e s s a r y  f inances ,  having "exhaus ted

m y p u r s e  for the p r i n c e ,  and nobody would  lend m e ,  " She eventually

s e c u r e d  2 ,000  c row ns  f rom  M. de Voit,  "which he b o r r o w e d  in his 

,3

F in a n c ia l  m a t t e r s  r e a c h e d  a c r i s i s  in 1739, a not unusual

^ M e y e r , G esch ich te  d e r  B u r g r a f s c h a f t , pp. 134-35. 

^I n f r a , pp. 206-207.

3
M arkgraf in  W ilhe lm ine  von Bayreuth,  M e m o i r s  of F r e d 

e r i c a  Sophia W ilhe lm ina,  II, 71 -72 .



129

s ta te  of a f f a i r s .  F r e d e r i c k  had appointed E l le  ro t ,  h is  late f a th e r ' s  

s e c r e t a r y ,  as his s e c r e t a r y .  He w a s  a m a n  supposedly w e l l  acqua in ted  

with  the a f fa i r s  of the coun t ry .  Upon a s s u m in g  his duties  as s e c r e t a r y ,  

he found a ll  the d e p a r t m e n t s ,  e spec ia l ly  the f inances ,  in  g r e a t  d i s o r d e r .  

M. de Dobenek,  in c h a rg e  of the de ta i l s  of f inance ,  was d i s m i s s e d  at 

the d i r e c t io n  of the M a r g r a v e ,  who p laced  the m a r g r a v a t e  f inances  and 

the p r ivy  p u r s e  d i re c t ly  under  the su p e r v i s io n  of E l l e r o t .  He devoted 

c o n s id e rab le  a t ten t ion  to the finding of f inanc ia l  r e s o u r c e s ,  rev iv ed  

co n s id e ra b le  c l a i m s  which  he w as  able  to c o l le c t  and i n c r e a s e d  the 

suppor t  of the e x p e n s e s .  He r e n d e r e d  c o n s id e ra b le  s e r v i c e s ,  both  in 

in te rn a l  and  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  to M a r g r a v e ,  who appointed him his  

r e f e r e n d a i r e  in time (confidentia l  s e c r e t a r y ) .

"The m i n i s t r y  c r i e d  out loudly ag a in s t  th i s  innovation,  

w h ic h  was  clipping t h e i r  w ings ,  and dep r iv ing  th em  of p a r t  of t h e i r  

au tho r i ty .  " G e n e r a l  an im o s i ty  developed  to w a rd  E l l e r o t  and r e s u l t e d  

in the M a r g r a v e  using r a t h e r  h a r s h  w o r d s  to the m in i s t r y .  Soon a f t e r ,  

w o r d  w as  be ing  p a s s e d  th a t  p e r s o n s  in office w e r e  not  be ing  paid,  and 

th a t  two and  th r e e  q u a r t e r s  y e a r s  pay w as  due th e m .  Upon the r e c o m 

m enda t ion  of W i lh e lm in a ' s  p e r s o n a l  ph y s ic i an .  Super  vil le ,  a B e r l i n e r ,  

H a r tm a n n  was  b rough t  in to take ove r  the f in a n c es .  " H a r tm a n n  c o n 

f i r m e d  the public r u m o r s  and a s s u r e d  the M a r g r a v e  tha t  h is  f inances  

w e r e  in the m o s t  t e r r i b l e  confus ion, and tha t  a ha l f  y e a r ' s  a r r e a r  was  

due a l l  the p e r s o n s  in h is  s e r v i c e .  " It w a s  f u r th e r  a lleged th a t  E l l e r o t
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had  b e e n  se ll ing  off ices to the h ig h e s t  b id d e r .

E l l e r o t  l e a r n e d  of the acc u sa t io n s  and p e r s o n a l ly  appea led  

to the M a r g r a v e ,  p r o t e s t e d  h is  innocence ,  and begged fo r  a  full  i n v e s t i 

ga t ion  into the a f fa i r .  The M a r g r a v e  im m e d ia te ly  appoin ted  a f o u r - m a n  

c o m m is s io n ,  who ab so lv ed  E l l e r o t .  "His  an tagon i s t  w a s  s e n t  to the 

f o r t r e s s  ( P l a s s e n b u r g ) . "

To continue  an e n u m e r a t i o n  of the e x t r a v a g a n c e s  and the 

f inanc ia l  d if f icu l t ies  d i s c l o s e d  in the inves t ig a t io n  would  be super f lous  

for the  p u rp o se  of th i s  s tudy. I t  su f f ices  to say  tha t  the f inanc ia l  

t r o u b le s  w e re  not d i s p o se d  of p r i o r  to the  t e r m i n a t i o n  of F r e d e r i c k ' s  

r e ig n ,  a s  ex tens ive  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  the keeping of an e x t r a v a g a n t  co u r t  

c on t inued  unabated .

S u m m a r y

The  fo regoing  in v es t ig a t io n  of the e a r ly  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  

econom y of the  M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  d i s c lo se s  t h a t  it  r e f l e c t s  the i n t e r 

a c t io n  of v a r io u s  so c ia l  f o r c e s  dom inan t  in the e r a  of a b s o lu t i sm ,  and  

was  in con fo rm an ce  w i th  the g e n e r a l  econom ic  p a t t e r n  of the o ther  

G e r m a n i c  s t a t e s ,  i . e . ,  r h e r c a n t i l i s m .

The econom ic  a s s e t s  o f  the M a r g r a v a t e  a re  d i s c l o s e d  to be 

p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  the p ro d u c t iv i ty  of w h ich  v a r i e d  be tw een  the

^Markgraf in  W i l h e l m i n e , M e m o i r s  of F r e d e r i c a  Sophia
W ilhe lm in a ,  II, 2 2 0 -2 2 3 .
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two d i s s i m i l a r  a r e a s  - - th e  h ighlands  and the  lowlands - -o f  the t e r r i t o r y .  

These  a r e a s  p ro v id ed  a ba lance  of p ro d u c t s  and a s u b s ta n t i a l  var ie ty ,  

a t  l e a s t  for home consum pt ion ,  ex cep t  for g a rd e n  and  f r u i t  p ro d u c t s .  

Su rp lu se s  avai lab le  for  e x p o r t  w e r e  few with  the excep t ion  of some 

wheat  and  hops .  In addit ion to th e se  t'vo c r o n s . the  e x p o r t  of h o r s e s  

b rough t  c o n s id e ra b le  money  into the  land ,  and at  t i m e ,  l a r g e  q u an t i t ie s  

of wood was  exp o r ted  as  fa r  as  Holland ,

The p r o d u c e r s  of the  i n c o m e ,  the p e a s a n t s ,  e x i s t e d  in the 

low es t  p os i t ion ,  gen e ra l ly  bound by s e r f d o m .  The p e a s a n t  l ived  a 

s imple  f ru g a l  e x i s t en c e  and  s u b s i s t e d  a lm o s t  ex c lu s iv e ly  upon only th a t  

w h ich  he r a i s e d .  A c c u ra te  a r e a  and  popu la t ion  f ig u r e s  a r e  nqt a v a i l 

able;  how ever ,  a  fa i r  e s t i m a t e  is  th a t  the  M a r g r a v a t e  a p p r o x im a te d  the 

a r e a  of the Sta te  of Rhode I s land ,  and had  a popula t ion  of s l ightly  above 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

R e c o v e r y  of m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  was  sl ight;  how ever ,  

q u a r r y in g  of stone p ro v id e d  e m p lo y m e n t  for "a  few h u n d re d  p e r s o n s , " 

and s tone  p ro d u c t s  w e r e  e x p o r te d  as fa r  as  T u rkey .

In add i t ion  to the above r e c o u n ted  p ro d u c t iv i ty ,  t h e r e  w a s  

a budding in d u s t ry ,  c e n t e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  in  E r l a n g e n  (the fu tu re  hom e 

of the un iv e r s i ty ) ,  w h e re  the F r e n c h  Huguenot r e fu g e e s  had in t ro d u ced  

the  m aking  of g loves ,  h a t s ,  and s tock ings .  T h e r e  w as  some p ro d u c t io n  

of p o r c e l a in ,  t e x t i l e s ,  g l a s s ,  m i r r o r s ,  and o ther  p ro d u c t s  at  v a r i o u s  

loca t ions  th ro u g h o u t  the M a r g r a v a t e ,  A l l  i n d u s t ry  w a s  "u n d e r  s ta te
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con t ro l  and in p a r t  comple te ly  m o n o p o l ized ."

The demands  upon th is  " land not e x c e s s iv e ly  r i c h  by n a tu re ,  

co v e r ed  with  a popula tion of l e s s  than half  a m i l l ion ,  did not c o r r e sp o n d  

to the scanty income of the s m a l l  l a n d , "  cont inued th roughout  s ev e ra l  

r e ig n s  including that  of F r e d e r i c k ,  the f o u n d e r  of the un ive rs i ty .  E x 

c e s s iv e  cons t ruc t ion  of c a s t l e s ,  p l e a s u r e  s e a t s ,  p a r k s ,  public buildings,  

as  well  as the m ain tenance  of an exquis i te  c o u r t  fo rced  the land f u r th e r  

and fu r th e r  into debt. The dem ands  fa r  exceeded  the a s s e t s .

Th is  inves t iga t ion  does not p r o f e s s  to be a comple te  audit  

of the a s s e t s  and expend i tu res ;  how ever ,  it suff ices  to show the ind i 

cations  of the need for a d ju s tm en t  and r e f o r m ,  a  need f o r  t r a in e d  

p e r so n n e l ,  not only in a l l  p h a s e s  o f  p roduc t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  the 

m a n a g e r i a l  l e v e l s ,  so tha t  th e r e  m igh t  be e co n o m ica l  m a n ag e m e n t  and 

in c r e a s e d  p roduc t ion  f ro m  the land;  bu t  a lso  in f inance ,  tha t  th e re  would 

be a w i s e r  d ispensa t ion  of the avail ab le  m o n ie s ,  and a s t r i c t e r  co n t ro l  

and accounting of e x p en d i tu re s .



C HA PTER  IV

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY AS SOCIAL FO R C ES AFFECTING 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FRIEDRICHS UNIVERSITÂT

R.eligioas Influence in the D evelopm ent  of Educa t ion  in the 
M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B ay r eu th  in the P r e - R e f o r 

m a t io n  E r a

The two soc ia l  f o r c e s  which  influenced educa t ion  the m o s t  

th roughou t  h i s to ry  w e r e  p robab ly  philosophy and re l ig ion .  F o r m a l  e d u 

cat ion  in G e rm a n y  had its beginning, as r e l a t e d  in C h ap te r  II, during 

the  e a r l y  Middle Ages when C h r i s t i a n i ty  w as  in t roduced  into G e rm an y  

by Wynfr i th  (Saint Boniface) ,  the  "Apost le  to G e rm a n y .  " Boniface 

p e r s o n a l ly  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i th  the help of K a r im a n n  (Car lom an)  ( ? -7 4 7 ) ,  

the B i s h o p r i c s  of  W urzburg  and E i c h s t a d t  (741). N u m e ro u s  c l o i s t e r s  

w e re  im m e d ia te ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  th roughou t  w e s t e r n  and sou thern  F r a n 

conia by the B en ed ic t in e s ,  among w h ich  w e r e  the c l o i s t e r s  a t  Ansbach  

(748), Feuch tw angen  (817), and K i tz ingen  (745). ^ The B ishopr ic  B a m b e rg

K a r lm a n n ,  e ld e s t  son of K a r l  M ar te  11, as Mayor of A u s - 
t r a s i a  ru le d  A u s t r a s i a  and the G e r m a n  duch ies .  He m a in ta ined  the 
c lose  r e l a t io n sh ip  of his fa the r  wi th  Boniface .

2
Will iam K ra f t ,  "G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , "  in F r a n k e n , Hsgb. 

von C o n ra d  S c h e r z e r  (Nürnberg:  V e r la g  N ürn b e rg  GmbH & Co. , 1959),
I, 381; h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  Gesch ich te  F r a n k e n s ; Matt  he us

133
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w as  e s t a b l i s h e d  th rough  the e f fo r t s  of King H e in r i c h  II (Henry II), 1007. 

A c o n s id e rab le  n u m b e r  of new c l o i s t e r s  w e re  e s t a b l i s h e d  during the 

e leven th  to th i r t e e n th  c e n tu r i e s  th roughou t  the t e r r i t o r y  tha t  was to 

becom e  H ohenzo l le rn  F r a n c o n ia .  Noted  among the se  c l o i s t e r s  w e re ;  

B i rken fe ld  (12 C); H e i l s b r o n n  (1132); H i m m e l s k r o n  (1279): Langenzenn 

(13 C); Miinchaurach (1035); M unchs te inach  (1102); and R iedfe ld  (11 C). ^

The c h u r c h  he ld  a monopoly of educa t ion  and  b o o k - le a rn in g

2
for c en tu r ie s  th roughout  the Middle Ages.  Two a s p e c t s  of the d o m i 

nation  of educa t ion  by the C h u rc h ,  which p r e s u p p o s e d  an  a f te r l i f e  and 

w as  b a se d  upon t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i s m ,  a re  apparen t .

. . . F i r s t l y ,  g e n e r a l  educa t ion ,  c o m p r i s in g  the m o r a l  and 
in te l lec tua l  cu l tu re  of the whole com m uni ty ,  including the 
t ra in ing  of the youth ,  w as  of an exc lus ive ly  r e l ig io u s  and 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  it w as  educa t ion  by the C h u rc h  
and for the C h u r c h - - n o t  fo r  th is  l i fe ,  but for e t e r n i ty .
Secondly,  the c l e r g y  w e r e  the only c l a s s  p rov ided  wi th  
spec ia l  educa t iona l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w i th  public in s t i tu t ions  for 
m o r a l  and in te l lec tual  t ra in ing .  The educa t ion  given and 
r e c e iv e d  by the r e g u l a r  and s e c u l a r  c le rgy  w as  the only 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  educa t ion  in the p r o p e r  s en se  i m p a r t e d  in 
public e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  The  la ity  had no sp ec ia l  schoo ls  
of t h e i r  own, and it w as  not unti l  tow ards  the c lo se  of 
the Middle Ages tha t  the f i r s t  beginnings  of such  schools  
becam e  d i s c e r n ib l e .  Unt il  then  the laity had to depend, 
so to speak,  on the h o sp i ta l i ty  of the c l e r i c a l  s ch o o ls .

M er ian ,  T opograph ia  G e r m a n ia e :  F r a n k e n  1656, F a k s i m i l e - A u s g a b e ; 
K a s s e l  & B ase l :  B a r e n r e u t e r - V e r l a g , 1962), p. 51.

^Kraf t ,  G esch ich te  F r a n k e n s , pp. 384-85,  401-03.

2
W. H. B r u f o r d ,  G e rm a n y  in the E ig h tee n th  Cen tu ry :  The 

Socia l  Background  of the H i t e r a ry  R ev iva l  (C am bridge :  C am b r id g e
U n ivers i ty  P r e s s , 1959),  p. 235.



1 35

and had t h e r e f o r e ,  as g u e s t s ,  to  subm it  in e v e r y  r e s p e c t ,  
to the r u le s  of the house la id  down by the c l e r g y  in  r e g a r d  
to the s u b jec t s  and m e th o d s  of d oc t r ine  and d isc ip l ine .

Educa t io n  of the youth in the Middle Ages did not p ropose  

to t r a n s m i t  knowledge and l e a r n in g  as  it does today but a im e d  tow ards  

the t r a in in g  of the wil l  and the a f fec ta t ions .  "By educa t ion  w a s  u n d e r 

s tood above a ll  the moulding of the inner  life of m an  into an  att i tude of 

be l ie f  and o b e d ie n c e - - b e l i e f  in  the doc tr ine  of sa lva t ion ,  obedience  to 

the C h u rc h ,  and  fa ith  t o w a r d s  God and m an .

The  c l e r i c a l  e s t a t e  which  occup ied  the f i r s t  p lace  among the 

four  e s t a t e s  cam e to r e p r e s e n t  l e a r n in g  in g e n e r a l ,  and the m o n a s t e r y ,  

the c a th e d r a l ,  and the college  schools  w e r e  developed  to m e e t  the needs .

P a u l s e n  s t a t e s  th a t  m e d ie v a l  educa t ion  is  d is t in g u ish ed  by 

two g r e a t  ep o ch s ,  the " f i r s t ,  ex tending  unti l  the twe lf th  and a second 

extending  unti l  the f i f teen th  cen tu ry .  He c h a r a c t e r i z e s  the f i r s t  

p e r io d  a s  one

. . . d e t e r m in e d  by the p u re ly  r e c ep t iv e  a tt i tude  of the 
G e r m a n  people ,  t o w a rd s  the C h u r c h  and c l a s s i c a l  antiqui ty .
As fa ithful pup i l s  they re c e o v e d  the  s a c r e d  d o c t r in e ,  o ffered  
to th e m  by the C h u rc h ,  t o g e th e r  w i th  the t r e a s u r e s  of c l a s s i 
ca l  c u l tu re ,  which  the  C h u r c h  had  ha lf  r e lu c tan t ly  a s s i m i 
la ted  in the coun t ry  of i t s  o r ig in .  Dur ing  the second  half  a 
g r e a t e r  s t r iv ing  for independence  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f .  T h e re  
w a s  an a t t e m p t  to  c o m p re h e n d  the s a c r e d  d o c t r in e  by the 
e x e r c i s e  of ind iv idua l rea so n in g  and to p e r m e a t e  it w i th  
s e c u la r  sc ience  and philosophy. The  g r e a t  s y s t e m s  of

P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p.  4.

2 3
Ibid . , p. 7. Ibid . , p.  8.
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s ch o la s t i c  phi losophy and  theology a r e  the ou tcome of th is  
s t r iv in g .

In te l le c tua l  w as  c lo se ly  connec ted  wi th  so c ia l  d e v e lo p 
m e n t .  The v ig o ro u s  upgrowth  of city life p r e p a r e d  the so i l  
for the new in te l l e c tua l  m o v e m e n t .  In the dom ain  of e d u 
cat ion  th e se  changes  im m e d ia te ly  r e v e a le d  them se lv e s  in 
the d e ve lopm en t  of two new ty pes  of educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s - -  
the u n iv e r s i t i e s  and  the  c i t y - s c h o o l s ,  both  of w h ich  had th e i r  
l u o t s  in m u n ic ip a l  l i fe .  The u n i v e r s i t i e s  soon pushed  the 
old m o n a s t e r y  and co l lege  schools  into the b a ckg round ,  while 
the c i ty -schools  the advance  of the b o u rg e o is ie  into the dom ain  
of in te l lec tua l  cu l tu re  found a v is ib le  e x p r e s s io n .  ^

Changes  a l so  took p lace  in the m o n a s t i c  o r d e r s .  New 

o r d e r s ,  the D o m in ican s ,  F r a n c i s c a n s ,  and A ugus t in ians ,  deve loped  in 

the  t h i r t e e n th  cen tu ry .  T h ese  new o r d e r s  d i f fe red  f r o m  the o ld e r  o n es ,  

a s  they tended  tow ards  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in the c i t i e s  r a t h e r  th an  the  r u r a l  

a r e a s ,  and they sought  to b r in g  the su r ro u n d in g  w o r ld  u n d e r  th e i r  i n 

f luence r a t h e r  than  w i thdraw ing  f r o m  the outs ide  w o r ld .  "They  a im e d

not m e r e l y  a t  saving th e i r  sou ls  but a t  r e g e n e r a t in g  the w o r l d  by th e i r

2teach ing  and p re a ch in g .  "

. . . The o r d e r  of the D om in icans  d e s e r v e d  the nam e  of a 
t each ing  and p r e a c h in g  o r d e r  above any o the r ;  they w e r e  
in tha t  r e s p e c t  the p r e d e c e s s o r s  of the J e s u i t s .  The D o
m in ic a n s  and the  F r a n c i s c a n s  counted the m o s t  e m in e n t  
of  the g r e a t  t e a c h e r s  and s y s te m a t ic  p h i lo so p h e rs  a t  the  
m e d ie v a l  u n iv e r s i t i e s  a m o n g s t  th e i r  r a n k s .  A lb e r tu s  
M agnus ,  T hom as  A q u in as ,  and a lso  M a s t e r  E c k a r t  w e r e  
Dom in icans ;  B o n av e n tu ra ,  dun Scotus ,  R o g e r  B acon  an d  
O ccam ,  F r a n c i s c a n s . ^

The M o n a s te ry  Schools  had th e i r  beginning a s  ins t i tu t ions

^ P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , pp.  8 -9 .  

^ I b i d . , p. 9. ^Ibid.



fo r  the t ra in in g  of fu tu re  m e m b e r s  of the r e s p e c t iv e  m onas t ic  o r d e r s .  

The C a t h e d r a l  Schools developed to fulfil l the b i sh o p 's  duty to t r a in  the 

s e c u l a r  c l e r g y  of his d iocese .  Col lege Schools  developed in a like 

m a n n e r  as c e n t e r s  for the t r a in in g  of the c l e r g y  of the col legiate  

churche  s .

The course  of study in these  e a r ly  c a th e d ra l  and m o n a s t e r y  

schools  -was a r r a n g e d  with  the a im  to obtaining " the  scienti f ic  c o m p r e 

hens ion  of divine w isd o m  as r e v e a l e d  in the Holy S c r ip tu re s ;  fo r  Sac ra  

theo log ia  w as  looked upon as  the h ighes t  s c ience .  " In the p r e p a r a t o r y  

c o u r s e s ,  cons i s t ing  of the T r iv iu m  and Q u a d r iv iu m , a ll  teaching  w as  

to w a rd s  the  fu r th e r a n c e  of c l e r i c a l  a im s .  All " s e c u l a r  sc iences  w e re  

s u b s e r v i e n t  to the u l t im a te  goal.  . . , to theology, the scien t i f ic  know

ledge of r e v e a l e d  t ru th ,  . . . In th eo ry  all  these  s e c u la r  a r t s ,  of pagan 

p a ren tag e  as  they  w e r e , had no r ig h t  to e x i s t  excep t  inso fa r  as  they 

s e r v e d  theology.

The  u n iv e r s i t i e s  which  a ro se  dur ing  the th i r t e e n th  century

w e r e  founded a s  independent c o rp o ra t io n s  of the s tuden ts  and t e a c h e r s

" in v e s te d  wi th  c e r t a i n  p r iv i leges  by the s e c u la r  and s p i r i tu a l  au th o r i -  

2
t i e s .  " T he  r ig h t  of teach ing ,  holding e x am in a t io n s ,  and con fe r r in g  the 

d e g r e e s  of B a c c a l a u r i u s , M a g i s t e r , and D oc tor  w e re  a lways ves ted  in 

th e m  by the s p i r i t u a l  au thor i ty ,  the Rom an C u r i a .  The C h ance l lo r  of

"Ib id . , pp. 10 -12 .  ^Ibid . , p. 21.



the u n ive rs i ty  was a C h u rc h  d ig n i ta ry  and his concur r a n e e  was n e c e s 

s a r y  in g ran t ing  the l i c en se .  ^

In s t ru c t io n  in the u n iv e r s i t i e s  was g enera l ly  d e t e r m in e d  

by t rad i t ion ,  "In the theo log ica l  faculty  the subs tance  of the doc tr ine  

was  laid down by the Holy S c r i p t u r e s  and the dogm a of the C hurch ;  only 

in the t a sk  of i n t e rp re t in g ,  s y s te m a t i z in g  and conf i rm ing  those d o c t r in e s  

was th e re  scope fo r  individual thought.  The  sub jec t  m a t t e r  taught  in 

the l e g a l  faculty  was  d e t e r m in e d  in a like m a n n e r - - " e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  law 

by the canons  and d e c r e e s  of the counci l s  and the R o m an  C u r ia ;  R om an

law by the code of Ju s t in ian .  Nothing w as  left  h e re  e i th e r  for the

3
t e a c h e r  to do but to  i n t e r p r e t  and  s y s t e m a t iz e .  " Individual thought

m ay  have b een  g ra n te d  a so m ew h a t  b r o a d e r  scope  in the two low er

facu l t ie s ;  how ever ,  even  h e r e  an approved  d oc t r ine  w as  s e t  fo r th  in

s t a n d a r d  t ex tbooks .  "In the m e d ic a l  faculty  the w r i t i n g s  of H ip p o c ra te s

and Galen  enjoyed a s o r t  of canon ica l  au thor i ty ,  exac t ly  l ike those  of

A r i s to t le  in  the ph i losoph ica l  faculty ;  to acqu i re  a knowledge of th e i r

4
contents  w as  the e s s e n t i a l  ob jec t  of th e s e  s tud ie s .

The m ed iev a l  u n iv e r s i ty ,  in G e rm a n y  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  had

developed

. . . without exception ,  on e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  soil  and under  the

k b i d . , pp. 21-22 .  ^Ibid.  , p.  23.

"Ibid.  ^Ibid.



pa t ronage  of the Apostolic  See.  The doc tr ine  of the C hurch  
fo r m e d  the fundam enta l  canon of t h e i r  teaching; the l a n g 
uage of the C h u rc h  was t h e i r  language.  The m e m b e r s  of 
the u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  t e a c h e r s  and s tuden ts  a l ike ,  w ere  m o s t ly  • 
incum ben ts  or  ex p ec tan ts  of c l e r i c a l  li\ irigs ; the un ive rs i ty  
c h a i r s  w e re ,  at l e a s t  in G e rm a n y ,  endowed for the m o s t  
p a r t  a s  car ionries  without  c o m p u lso ry  r e s id e n c e .  I 'he 
in te rna t iona l  c h a r a c t e r  w h ich  the u n iv e r s i t i e s  had in 
c o m m o n  with  the C h u rc h  and i ts  r e l ig io u s  o i d u r s  fo s t e r e d  
alike in t e a c h e r  and s tudent  the habit  of m ig r a t io n  and the 
s p i r i t  of adven tu re .  . . . ^

The pos i t ion  of the C h u r c h  and the div is ion of ep iscopa l  c o n 

t r o l  of v a r io u s  p a r t s  of the M a r g r a v a t e  A n s b a c h -B a y r e u th  between the 

B i sh o p r ic s  B a m b e r g ,  E i c h s t a t t ,  W ü rz b u rg ,  and Augsburg  has  been  r e 

la ted  p re v io u s ly ,  as w e l l  as th e i r  con tro l  ove r  the fo rm a t io n  of p a r i s h

schoo ls ,  the educa t ion  of the c l e r i c s  and t e a c h e r s , and the a ttendance

2
a t the u n iv e r s i t i e s  wi th  C h u rc h  p re b e n d s .

O ccas iona l ly  one found educa ted  p e r s o n s , even  D o c to r s ,  

as p a s t o r s .  H ow ever ,  J o r d a n  w a r n s  one not to be m i s l e d  as the r e p o r t s  

of V i s i t i e r t e n  (inspect ion) f r o m  the beginning of the R e f o rm a t io n  show 

the  l e s s e r  c le rgy  w e re  i n fe r io r  in in te l lec tua l  advancem en t .  This 

con fo rm s  wi th  the  g e n e ra l ly  accep ted  opinions  r e g a rd in g  the c le rgy  at  

th is  pe r iod  of t im e .  T h e re  ex i s t ed ,  indeed , a need for a g e n e r a l  i m 

p ro v e m e n t  of s cho las t ic  t r a in in g  of the c l e r g y  dur ing  the la te  Middle Ages.

' P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p.  27.

2
J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , pp. 14-18;

(see s u p r a , pp.  31-33.)

^Djid. , p. 57.



P h i lo so p h ic a l  Inf luence in the D eve lopm en t  of E d u c a t io n  in 
t he M ar  g ra v â te s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  in the P r e f o r 

m a t io n  E r a

"The  h i s t o r i a n  knows w e l l  tha t  th e r e  has  b e e n  no one

C h r i s t i a n  phi losophy. T h e re  have been  m any  ca l led  by tha t  n a m e .  "

W e s te rn  N o r th  A f r i c a  w as  the b i r t h p lac e  of L a t in  Theology

and C a r th ag e  r iv a le d  P-ome in the fo rm a t io n  of C h r i s t i a n  thought in the

West .  T e r tu l l i a n  of  C a r t h a g e ,  Quin tus  Sep t im ius  F l o r e n s  T e r tu l l i an u s

(160-220),  e x e r t e d  an  e n o r m o u s  influence on C h r i s t i a n  thought .  ^ His

dom inan t  doc tr ine  w as  "an  e x c e s s iv e ly  dogm at ic  pos i t ion  t o w a r d  f a i th , "

p lac ing  it above r e a s o n .   ̂ "T hus  did a  s p i r i t  of a n t i - r a t i o n a l i s m  e n te r

4
into Catho l ic  orthodoxy and a ru le  of fa ith  take the s e a t  of honor .  " 

T e r t u l l i a n  v iewed the  whole ex is tence  of m a n ' s  l ife as a  p r e p a r a t i o n  for 

the  s e c u r e  p o s t - e x i s t e n c e .  He he ld  th a t  m a n  m u s t  bend  co m p le te ly  to 

the s o v e re ig n ty  of God " s in c e  m a n  is condem ned  to t o r m e n t  b e c a u s e  of 

i n h e r i t ed  s in  and guilt.

V e rg i l iu s  P e r m , " E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  P h i l o s o p h y , "  in  A 
H i s to r y  of P h i l o s o p h ic a l  S y s t e m s , ed .  by V e rg i l iu s  P e r m  (New York: 
P h i l o so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1950), p .  144.

^Ib id . , pp.  146-47.

^ R a l p h s .  Winn, " T e r t u l l i a n ,  " D ic t iona ry  of P h i lo sophy ,  
ed.  by D a g o b e r t  D. R unes  (15th ed. ; New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  
1960), p.  316.

4
P e r m ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  P h i lo sophy ,  p. 147.

^ I b i d . ,  p .  1 4 8  .
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A le x a n d r ia  in E a s t e r n  N o r th  A f r i c a  w a s  the s ea t  of ano ther  

d ev e lo p m en t  of C h r i s t i a n  phi losophy. It w a s  in th i s  c e n t e r  tha t  a 

C h r i s t i a n  philosophy developed  which  w as  "em in en t ly  specu la t ive  and 

em b ed d ed  in G re e k  thinking. " The  A n t i -G nos t ic  F a t h e r  C le m e n t s  of 

A le x an d r ia ,  Ti tus  i^Tavius C l e m e n s  (150-Z17),  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  A le x 

a n d r i a  th eo log ica l  c o l leg e ,  “ sought an a l l iance  wi th  the p h i lo s o p h e r s .  “ 

"P h i lo sophy ,  he sa id  w as  to the G r e e k s  what J e w i s h  law w as  to the 

J e w s ;  both  philosophy and J e w i s h  law w e r e  p r e p a r a t o r y  fo r  the C h r i s t i a n  

faith .  . . . P h i losophy  is to be u sed  as  an ally to t h e o lo g y ."  C l e m e n t s '  

r e l ig io u s  philosophy d i f fe red  in s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  w i th  tha t  of the C a r t h 

agin ian .  Two dom inan t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e :  (1) "M en  need  only to be 

shown the way to the good life and they  wil l  follow a f te r  it, for  m a n  has 

the divine image in h is  r a t io n a l  m a k e - u p .  No ta in t  of o r ig i n a l  sin m a r s  

th is  divine n a tu re  of m an .  " (2) "The  C h r i s t i a n  fa ith  for h im  w as  not a 

r e l ig io n  r e s e r v e d  only fo r  the rank  and file (whom he ca l l ed  ' s im p le

b e l i e v e r s ' ) ,  not to l i t e r a l  fu n d a m e n ta l i s t s  w hose  s t r a i g h t - j a c k e t  thinking

2
would  p r e v e n t  the use  of r e a s o n . "

Saint  August ine  of Hippo, A u re l iu s  August inus  (345-430),  

w as  one of four m e n  c a l l e d  the D o c to r s  of the W e s te rn  C h u rc h .  August ine  

is of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  to  the s ch o la s t i c  w o r ld ,  as he "f ixed  the theology

4 b i d .

^ F e r m ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  P h i l o s o p h y , pp. 148-50.
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of the C h u r c h  unti l  the  R e f o rm a t io n ,  and, l a t e r ,  a g r e a t  p a r t  of the 

d o c t r in e s  of L u th e r  and Calvin .  " T h i s  theology fo r m e d  the b a s i s  for 

C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  for c e n tu r i e s  t h ro u g h  the "D ark  A ges .  " It m u s t  be 

noted  th a t  t h e r e  is ac tua l ly  no August in ian  " s y s t e m , "  as  "his  p e r s o n 

a l i ty  w as  a c r i s s - c r o s s  of m any  c u r r e n t s  . . . He fits no one mould ; he

2
is now th is  and now tha t .  " The d i f fe ren t  schools  of thought quoted h im

to t h e i r  ad v an tage ,  taking only wha t  su i ted  the i r  p u rp o se .  F o r  th is

r e a s o n ,  he i s  s o m e t i m e s  c l a s s i f i e d  as an ec lec t ic .  "What cam e  to be

ca l l ed  A ugus t in ian ism  is the se lec t ion  of those  facets  of his thought

3
w h ich  l e n t  suppor t  to  the  growing or thodoxy.  " August ine a p p ea r s  to 

have b e en  e x c e s s iv e ly  guil t  consc ious  because  of the ac t iv i t ie s  of his 

youth.  He dwelled  ex tens ive ly  upon the sub jec t  in his "C onfess ions .  " 

T h e  p os i t ion  w hich  he f ina lly  a cc e p ted  upon the doc tr ine  of o r ig in a l  s in  

w a s  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  the c e n tu r i e s ,  used  chief ly by scho las t ic  p h i lo s o 

p h e r s ,  and  influenced the g e n e r a l  conduct  tow ard  child  and  man. He 

h e ld  t h a t  " the  hum an  wil l  is f rom  b i r t h  inc l ined  to ev il ,  and can be 

t u r n e d  to good only by the g ra tu i to u s  a c t  of God. Since we a re  all 

c h i ld r e n  of Adam,  August ine  a rg u e d ,  we s h a re  h is  guil t ,  a r e ,  indeed.

^ B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ,  A H i s to r y  of W es te rn  Phi losophy  and 
I ts  C onnec t ions  With P o l i t i c a l  and Socia l  C i r c u m s ta n c e s  f ro m  the E a r l 
i e s t  T i m e s  to the P r e s e n t  Day (New York:  Simon and S chus te r ,  1945), 
pp.  334-35; h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  W e s te rn  P h i lo so p h y .

^ F e r m ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  Ph i lo sophy ,  p. 152.

^ I b id . , p. 153.
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the o ffspr ing  of his guilt; the o r ig ina l  sin w a s  c o n c u p i s c e n c e . "  D uran t

eva lua te s  two of Augus t ine ' s  w orks  as c l a s s i c s  of w o r ld  l i t e r a t u r e .

The f i r s t  one, "C onfes s ions  , is the f i r s t  and m o s t  famous  of all

autobiographie  s , " and he ca l l s  it " P o e t r y  in p r o s e . "  The second one,

"City of G o d ,"  he c l a s s i f i e s  as philosophy in h i s to r y .  This  w o rk  is his

reply to the a t tacks  upon C h r i s t i a n i ty  to which  the pagans  a t t r ibu ted  the

fall  of R o m e .  August ine  in his answ er  points  out tha t  it  w as  not the lack

of w o rsh ip  of the  pagans  in th e i r  t e m p le s  th a t  b rought  about the fa ll  of

R o m e ,  but i t  was  the i r  w orsh ip ing  in those t e m p le s  tha t  w as  the cause .

He s ta t ed  tha t  t h e r e  w e r e  two c i t i e s ,  the e a r th ly  city and the City  of

God. A u g u s t in e ' s  an sw er  "deve loped  a com ple te  C h r i s t i a n  schem e  of

h i s to ry ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  fu tu re .  It w as  an im m e n s e ly  inf luentia l  book

th roughout  the Middle A g e s ,  e sp ec ia l ly  in  the s t ru g g le s  of the C h u rc h

2
with  s e c u l a r  p r i c e s .  " The  philosophy as  e x p r e s s e d  by August ine  in 

h is  De Q rd ine  p r a i s e s  P la to n ic  and P y t h a g o r e a n  w isd o m ,  and com es  

" v e ry  c lose  to the P a g a n  t r ad i t io n  of his t im e .  " August ine held tha t  

"the p e r s o n  capable  of fo rm ing  a  c o n s i s t e n t  unity out  of al l  a r t  and 

knowledge d e s e r v e s  the t i t le  of ' educa ted .  ' Such a p e r s o n  w il l  a lso

Will D uran t ,  The S tory  of C iv i l i z a t io n ,  Vol. IV: The Age 
of F a i th  (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r ,  1950), p. 69.

2
R u s s e l l ,  H i s to r y  of W e s te r n  P h i lo sophy ,  p.  355.

^R ober t  Ulich ,  H i s to ry  of E d u ca t iona l  Thought (New York: 
A m e r i c a n  Book Co. , 1950), pp. 81-84.
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e x p e r ien c e  the e s s e n t i a l  unity b e tw een  r e a s o n  and fai th.  " He tu rn e d  

to " t i ^  A r te s  l i b é r a l e s ,  w i th  some v a r i a t i o n s , "  to a t ta in  " in n e r  unity 

and s p h e r i c a l  ha rm ony  of the w o r ld .  . . . To u n d e r s t an d  and be im -

2m e r s e d  in th is  unity is . . . the h ig h es t  goal of al l  m e n ta l  e n d e a v o r s .  " 

The ph i lo soph ica l - th eo lo g ica l  e x p r e s s io n s  of A ugust ine ,  

and modif ied  by the C h u rc h  F a t h e r s ,  f o r m e d  the bas is  of educa t iona l  

philosophy th rough  the " D ark  A ges ,  " and a foundation upon which Sch o 

l a s t i c i s m  could build.  ^

"Sch o la s t ic i sm  w as  the philosophy of a C h r i s t i a n  soc ie ty  

which  t r a n s c e n d e d  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of indiv idua ls ,  na t ions ,  and 

peo p les .  It was the c o r p o r a t e  p ro d u c t  of soc ia l  thought,  and  as  such

its reason ing  r e s p e c t e d  a u tho r i ty  in the fo r m s  of t r a d i t io n  a n d  r e v e a l e d  

4
re l ig ion .  " P la to n ia n  and Augus t in ian  s y s t e m s  " a s  s if ted ,  adap ted  and 

a b s o r b e d  th rough  the m an y  c e n tu r i e s  fo r m e d  the t rad i t ion .  The h i s t o r y  

of s c h o la s t i c i s m ,  a lthough it roo ts  in the "D ark  A g e s , "  did not have i ts  

p r o p e r  beginning unti l the C a r o l in g ia n  r e n a i s s a n c e  in the n in th  cen tu ry ,  

the beginning of the "Middle A ges .  " One of the m any  " G r e a t  Scho la rs

Ib id . ^Ib id .

^R ichard  J .  T hom pson  c o n s id e r s  the pe r iod  of the " D ark  
A g e s"  as an e r a  of " E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o la s t i c i s m "  and no t  so "da rk "  
in ph i lo soph ica l  a ch ievem en t ;  see " E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o la s t i c i s m ,  " in 
A H is to r y  of P h i lo so p h ic a l  S y s t e m s ,  ed.  by V e rg i l iu s  P e r m  (New York: 
P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1950), p. 185.

'4 H unte r  G u th r ie ,  " S c h o l a s t i c i s m , "  D ic t iona ry  of P h i l o s o p h y , 
ed.  by D a g eb e r t  D. Runes  (15th ed.  ; New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,
1 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  2 8 0 .
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of the e a r l y  Middle Ages,  " P i e r r e  A b e la r d  (1049-1142),  " c r y s t a l l i z e d

the Scholas t ic  m e t h o d , "  He h e ld  with  A r i s to t l e  t h a t  ou r  ideas  do not

2
e x i s t  as such  outs ide of the m in d .  " His Sic e t  Non solving of theo log ica l  

c o n t r a d ic t io n s  s e t  a p a t t e r n  for ph i losoph ica l  m e th o d s  in p ro b le m  solving 

for some c e n t u r i e s  in the m e d ie v a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

"The  Golden Age of S c h o la s t i c i s m "  in the t h i r t e e n th  cen tu ry  

is m a r k e d  by an  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  in philosophy,  w hich  evolved  f ro m  

the d i s co v e ry  and t r a n s l a t i o n  of A r i s to t e l i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  f r o m  A ra b ic ,  

J e w is h ,  and  o r ig in a l  s o u r c e s .  Saint  T h o m as  Aquinas  (1225? -1274),  

p h i lo so p h e r ,  theologian ,  and D om in ican  m onk ,  opposed  August in ian  

P l a to n i s m  and su p p o r te d  A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m . He held  th a t  "philosophy is 

b a s e d  on n a t u r a l  da ta ,  theology on s u p e r n a t u r a l  da ta ,  hence  it has its 

own being. Man is a p e r s o n  and as  such  h a s  r ig h t s  beyond the t e m p o r a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  and  is  l ike  God, and ye t  he is l im i t ed  and dependent.  " 

A r i s t o t e l i a n  philosophy w a s  r e i n t e r p r e t e d  and its p r in c ip l e s  w e r e  i n t e 

g r a t e d  into S c h o la s t i c i s m  by Aquinas  and h is  fo l lo w ers .  B a s i c  i n t e r p r e 

ta t ion  w a s  tha t  " the e x i s t en c e  and n a tu re  of God as c r e a t o r  and end  of a ll  

th ings ,  f ro m  which he is e s s e n t i a l l y  d i s t in c t ,  can be d e m o n s t r a t e d  ihduct- 

ively by r e a s o n  a lone.  Ph i lo sophy  and theology a re  in m e thod  and objec t

"I b id . , p. 282.

^John  J .  F i t z g e r a l d ,  " S c h o l a s t i c i s m , "  An E ncyc lo p ed ia  of 
R e l ig io n , ed.  by V e rg i l iu s  F e r m  (New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,
1 9 4 5 ) ,  p .  6 9 5 .



fo rm a l ly  d is t inc t .  Both i s su e  in  va l id  conc lus ions  which  a r e  in no w ise  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y . "  Aquinas  h e ld  tha t  the C h r i s t i a n  th in k e r  m u s t  " d i s co v e r  

the m ean ing  of r e a s o n  and the condi t ions  of t ru e  thinking.  " The c u l m i 

nation  of his  w o rk  is in h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  of ha rm o n y  be tween  fa i th  and

re a s o n ,  which cOnsLiLuted a defense  of C h r i s t i a n  h u m a n i sm  and w as  one

.3
of h is  " m o s t  endur ing  con t r ib u t io n s  to E u r o p e a n  tho u g h t . "

The c on t r ibu t ions  of the c i ted  s c h o l a r s  w e r e  m e ld e d  into the 

educa t iona l  ph i losophy which  p re d o m in a te d  in educa t iona l  thinking and

4
e f fo r t s  to the advent of the "H u m an i s t "  a t  the "Dawn of the R e n a i s s a n c e .  "

H u m a n ism  as an educa t iona l  m o v e m e n t  and its p r o g r e s s  in

G e rm a n y  and in t roduct ion  into H o h e n zo l le rn  F r a n c o n ia ,  "the  e a r l i e s t

of a l l  G e r m a n y , "  by J o h a n  the A lc h e m i s t ,  M a r g r a v e  of B r a n d e n b u r g -

5
K ulm bach ,  has b een  d i s c u s s e d  p re v io u s ly .  The  mind  of I ta ly "w as  

t u r n e d  f r o m  re l ig io n  to philosophy  and  f ro m  heaven  to e a r t h .  . . . The 

p r o p e r  study of m ankind  w as  now to be m a n ,  . . .  a s  m o s t  abundantly

^Leo R.  W ard ,  "A quinas ,  St. T h o m a s , "  An E ncy c lo p ed ia  of 
R e l ig ion  (New York; P h i l o so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1945, p.  34; F i t z g e r a l d ,  
S c h o l a s t i c i s m , pp.  695-66.

2
A. C . P e g i s ,  "A quinas ,  T h o m a s , "  D ic t io n a ry  of P h i losophy ,  

ed.  by D agober t  D. Runes  (15th ed. ; New York: P h i l o so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  
1960), p.  17.

^Ib id .

4
It  is not in tended  to ignore  or  b e m e a n  the e f fo r t s  of the many 

s c h o l a r s  of the " E a r l y  A ges ,  " who made  valuable  con t r ibu t ions  to the 
f ie ld  of philosophy and who a r e  not m en t ioned  h e re in .

^S upra , pp. 2 3 -3 1 .
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r e v e a l e d  in the l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  of anc ien t  G re e c e  and R om e,  This 

1
w as  h u m a n i s m . "

The R e n a i s s a n c e ,  " a  r e v iv a l  of ancien t  c iv i l iza t ion  a f te r  a

long d e c a y , "  ex tended  f r o m  the m id - f o u r t e e n t h  c en tu ry  into the e a r ly

2
decades  of the s ev e n te e t th  cen tu ry .  The p r in c ip a l  c u r r e n t  of thought 

w a s  r e v i t a l i z e d  A r i s to t e l i a n ,  w h ich  w a s  c lose ly  t i ed  to the  teaching 

t r a d i t i o n s  of the m e d ie v a l  u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  and r e m a i n e d  unchanged th ro u g h 

out the R e n a i s s a n c e .

D u ra n t  c o m m e n ts  on philosophy  dur ing  the R en a is sance :

"At  f i r s t  g lance  the I ta l ian  R e n a i s s a n c e  does  not s e e m  to offer a r e a s 

onable h a r v e s t  of philosophy .  I ts  p r o d u c t  cannot c o m p ar e  with  the h ey 

day o f  F r e n c h  S c h o la s t i c i s m  f rom  A b é la r d  to Aquinas ,  not to speak of

' the school  of Athens .  He con t inues  w i th  the s t a t e m e n t  tha t  Giordano

3
B runo  (15487 -1600) is the R e n a i s s a n c e ' s  m o s t  fam ous  nam e  in phi-

4
losophy ,  if the  t im e  l i m i t  is  ex tended ,  and concludes  with:  "Pom ponazz i

 ̂Will D u ran t ,  The S to ry  of C iv i l i z a t ion ,  Vol.  V: The R e n a i s 
sance  (New York:  S im on and S c h u s te r ,  1953), pp. 77-78.

2
P a u l  O s k a r  K r i s t e l l e r ,  " R e n n a i s ance P h i l o s o p h i e s , "  in 

A H is to ry  of P h i l o so p h ic a l  S y s te m s ,  ed. by V erg i l iu s  F e r m  (New York: 
P h i l o s o p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1950), p.  227.

3
G iordano  B runo ,  a D om in ican  monk c o n v e r ted  f ro m  C h r i s t i 

anity into a n a t u r a l i s t i c  and m y s t i c a l  p a n th e i sm  by the R en a i s sa n c e  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  by the new C o p e r n ic a n  a s t r o n o m y .  B u r n e d  at the stake for 
h is  opin ions .

4
P o m p a n a z z i e ,  P i e t r o  or P a r e t o  (1462 = 1524), P r o f e s s o r  

of ph i losophy  at P a d u a ,  F e r r a r a ,  and Bologna.  C lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to the 
A v e r r o i s t i c  t r a d i t io n s .
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r e m a i n s ;  but who now does  r e v e r e n c e  to his poor h e ro ic  skep t ica l

s q u e a k ? ” It ap p ea rs  ph i losoph ica l  e n d ea v o r s  w e re  l im i ted  p r i m a r i l y

to the conflict  be tween the P l a to n i s t  and A r i s to te l i a n s  and be tween  the

or thodox A r i s to t e l i a n s  and the A v e r r o i s t i a n  d iv i s io n i s t s . ^

K r i s t e l l e r  co m m e n ts :  "In the h i s to ry  of philosophy, the

R e n a i s s a n c e  w as  a pe r io d  of t r a n s i t i o n  and of f e rm en ta t io n  r a t h e r  than

of syn thes is  o r  of last ing a c h i e v e m e n t . ” He points  out,  h o w ever ,  that

m any  of its ideas  w e re  influentia l  in the fo rm ing  of l a t e r  E u r o p e a n  

2
thought.

R e l ig ious  Influence in the D eve lopm en t  of E duca t ion  in 
the M ar  g ra v â te s  A n sb ach  and B a y r e u th  in the Six 

teen th  and Seventeen th  C e n tu r i e s

C a s i m i r  r e ig n e d  in the  M a r g r a v a t e  B ra n d e n b u r g - A n s b a c h -

K ulm bach  during the e a r l y  y e a r s  of  the R e f o r m a t io n  f rom 1515 to  1527.

The E v ange l ica l  m o v em en t  w as  quite  consp icuous  in A nsbach  by 1521

and the thoughts  of the m o v e m e n t  w e r e  dominan t  e a r l y  in Hof and  C r a i l -

sh e im .  Both  Schwabach and C r a i l  she im  w e r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  E vange l ica l

c i t i e s  as  e a r l y  a s  1523. F o l l o w e r s  of L u t h e r ' s  doc tr ine  w e r e  found in

the c l o i s t e r s ,  e spec ia l ly  in H e i l sb ro n n .  The s e m i n a r y  a t  Feuch tw angen ,

Will  Durant ,  The R e n a i s s a n c e , p. 538; "The  A v e r r o i s t s ,  
the  fo l lowers  of Aver r o e s ,  M oham ed  ibn R oshd  (1126-1198),  be l ieved  
tha t  re l ig ion  e x p r e s s e s  the (higher)  ph i losoph ica l  t r u t h  by m ean s  of r e 
l ig ious  i m a g e r y . "  Rudolf A l le r  s , " A v e r r o e s , "  D ic t iona ry  of Ph i losophy ,  
ed. by D agober t  D. Runes  (15th ed .  ; New York; P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  
1960), p .  30.

2
K r is t e l l e r ,  R e n a i s s a n c e  P h i l o s o p h ie s ,  p. 238.
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however ,  s t i l l  clung to the o r thodox  p a r ty .  ^

C as ina i r  p o s s e s s e d  a " co m p le te ly  po l i t ica l  thinking c a lc u -

2
la t ing n a tu re "  and was  " lacking  in re l ig io u s  p e r c e p t i o n . "  It was 

C a s i m i r 's a im to s t r en g th en  his p ow er ,  to r e t a in  the E m p e r o r ' s  good 

will  and the P a p a c y ' s  favor ,  as we l l  as to p r e s e r v e  the peace  in te rna l ly .  

He would not suppor t  the R e f o rm a t io n  en m a s s e  for th is  r e a so n .  How

ev e r ,  in o r d e r  to p r e s e r v e  the p eace ,  he made  some c o n ce s s io n s  in the 

re l ig io u s  a r e a .  He a p p e a s e d  the people of A nsbach  by p e rm i t t i n g  Johann 

R u r e r ,  a  " d e t e r m in e d  m inded  L u th e ra n  p a s t o r , "  to p r e a c h  the "pure

w o rd  of God, " and i n t e r f e r e d  in Schwabach and K i tzengen  only enough to

3
p r e s e r v e  the p eace .  He d e m o n s t r a t e d  conc lus ive ly  his d e te rm in a t io n

to p r e s e r v e  the peace  when he moved r u th l e s s ly  a g a in s t  the r e b e l s  in

4the P e a s a n t s  War  ( lb 2 4 - lb Z b ) .  The following y e a r , 1527, C a s i m i r  

died at Ofen (Buda), H ungary ,  during the I m p e r i a l  cam pa ign  aga ins t  the 

H ungar ian  Revol t .  ^

^Lo thar  M iche l ,  " D e r  Gang de r  R e f o r m a t io n  in F r a n k e n , "  
E r l a n g e r  Abhundlungen zur M i t t e l e r e n  und N e u e r e n  G e s c h i c h t e , Band 
IV. Hsgb. von B e r n h a r d  Schme idle r und Otto B ra n d t  (E r langen; V er lag  
von P a l m  & E n k e ,  1930), p. 35, h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as  R e f o rm a t io n  
in F ran k e n ;  s u p r a , p. 50.

^Michel,  R e f o r m a t io n  in F r a n k e n , p. 39.

^Ib id .

^ M ey e r ,  G esch ich te  de r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , pp. 106-09; Stein, 
Gesch ich te  F r a n k e n s , pp.  26-31; Gunther  F r a n z ,  D e r  Deutsche  B a u e r n -  
k re ig  (München u. B e r l in :  V e r lag  von R. Oldenburg ,  1933), pp. 342-43, 
348-50.
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C a s i m i r ' s  b r o t h e r ,  G eo rg e  the P io u s ,  a lso  r e g e n t  to C a s i -

m i r ' s  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  son, su cc e ed e d  to the r e ig n  of both  the lowlands

and h igh lands .  "T h e  change of g o v e rn m e n t  was  a change of doc t r ine .

George  is  d e s c r ib e d  by M ichel

. . .  as a  fo l lower  of T ,o ther , s e iz e d  by the t r u t h  of E v a n 
g e l i c a l i s m ,  in s p i r e d  by a  g r e a t  be l ie f  in God, and imbued  
w i th  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of h is  unde r tak ings .  The solu tion 
of the r e l ig io u s  q u es t io n  w as  to him an inner  need  and 
r u l e r ' s  duty; so he wanted  to in troduce  the E v a n g e l i c a l  
doc tr ine  in  h is  land.

Hans von S c h w a rze n b e rg  and George  V o g le r ,  two zea lous

3E v a n g e l i c a l  c o u n c i l lo r s ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  p rev io u s ly ,  a t t a in ed  u n o b s t ru c ted

influence under G e o r g e ' s  r u l e .  G eorge  joined with  ne ighbor ing  Nl l rnberg

in set t ing up a p r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h  cons t i tu t ion  for  the two a r e a s ,  and

f r o m  the t im e  of his  re ig n ,  the  H o h e n zo l le rn  F r a n c o n i a n  lands  w e r e

p r i m a r i l y  L u t h e r a n  and w e r e  a  haven fo r  p r o t e s t a n t  r e f u g e e s .

E d u ca t io n  in the M a r g r a v a t e  w as  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s ru p te d

in it ia l ly  during the  e a r l y  y e a r s  of the R e f o rm a t io n  a s  a r e s u l t  of the

P e a s a n t s  W ar ,  "as  n u m e r o u s  c l o i s t e r s ,  c a s t l e s ,  and v i l l ag es  lay in 

4
a s h e s .  " G eo rg e ,  how ever ,  did not p e r m i t  th is  m is fo r tu n e  n o r  the  

f inanc ia l  d i ff icul t ies  of the t i m e s  to p ro long the d i s ru p t io n  of educa t ion .  

G eorge  tu rn e d  to the c h u r c h  fo r  advice  and a s s i s t a n c e .  He i s s u e d  an

^Michel ,  R e fo r m a t io n  in F r a n k e n , p. 39.

^Ib id . ^S u p r a , pp. 52-54.

4
M e y e r ,  G e sch ich te  der B u r g g r a f tu m , p.  109.
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Inspec t ion  D e c r e e  1528 and a s s e m b l e d  the s am e  y e a r  a n u m b e r  of 

e m in e n t  c l e r g y m e n  a t  A nsbach  to r e c e iv e  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  fo r  the a d 

v a n ce m e n t  of educa t ion .  The following y e a r ,  1529, he d i r e c t e d  P a s t o r  

B r e n z  at Schw ab ish -H a l l  to draw up a p r o p o s a l  for the c l o i s t e r  r e f o r m .  

G eorge  f o r w a r d e d  th is  p r o p o s a l  to L u t h e r  in J  une fo r  his  c o m m e n ts  

and r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  L u th e r  r e p l i e d  to the M a r g r a v e  the following 

m onth  wi th  the r e c o m m e n d a t io n  th a t  the income f r o m  the c l o i s t e r s  be 

u sed  fo r  educa t iona l  p u r p o s e s ,  including the founding of one o r  two i n s t i 

tu t ions  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g .  ^

The quali ty  of educa t ion  p o s s e s s e d  by the c le rg y  a t  the t ime 

of the R e f o r m a t io n  is  in te r e s t i n g  in d e te r m in in g  the  n e ed  fo r  educa t ion  

in t h |  M a r g r a v a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  the appo in tm en t  of c l e r g y m e n  to 

p a s t o r a t e s .  J o r d a n  p ro v id e s  v i ta l  i n fo rm a t io n  p e r t a in in g  to th i s  

m a t t e r .  ^ He s ta t e s  th a t  f r o m  his  r e s e a r c h ,  it is not c l e a r  " for thwith"  

the n u m b e r  of educa ted  p r o t e s t a n t  c le rgy  tha t  w e re  needed  to r e p la ce  

the  uneduca ted  Catho l ic  c l e r g y  in the M a r g r a v a t e .  A n u m b e r  of l e a r n e d  

c l e r g y  w e r e  b ro u g h t  into the lands  f r o m  outs ide  and a n u m b e r  of na tive 

youth r e t u r n e d  f r o m  W it tenburg  to a s s u m e  c l e r i c a l  p o s t s  in  t h e i r  h o m e 

land.  "A g r e a t  n u m b e r  of the c l e r g y m e n  in the land  p r o f e s s e d  wil l ingly ,  

ha lf  w i ll ingly ,  or  r e lu c tan t ly  to the  R e f o rm a t io n ,  o t h e r s  r e l in q u i sh e d

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i ld u n g , I, 106-13;
( s e e  supra ,  pp. 5 5 -5 7 .

2
Ibid. , I, 298-302 .
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t h e i r  p a s t o r a g e s . It was  n e c e s s a r y  tha t  new p a s t o r s  be p roduced ,  

not only for those  who re l in q u i s h e d  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  but a l so  fo r  those  o lde r  

o n e s ,  who w e re  dying out.  J o r d a n  e s t i m a t e s  th a t  t h e r e  m a y  have been 

p ro b a b ly  some 400 c l e r i c a l  p o s i t io n s  in the land  dur ing  the decades

b e tw een  1540 and 1560. He c o m m e n t s  tha t  it  is  not r e m o t e  to thi AiiX UAldU

a ll  p a s t o r a t e s  w hich  b e ca m e  vacan t  could  not be f i l led  by ed uca ted  E v a n 

g e l i c a l  p a s t o r s ,  and tha t  he r e p e a t e d ly  found in s ta n ce s  w h e re  a p a s to r  

had  to s e r v e  m o r e  than one p a s t o r a g e .  T h i s  condit ion w as  not dur ing 

the  f i r s t  y e a r s  a lone ,  bu t  con t inued  fo r  some t i m e .  C o n te m p o r a r y  

w r i t i n g s  show th a t  the s h o r ta g e  of qua l i f ied  p a s t o r s  w a s  so acute  tha t  

i t w a s  no t  u n c o m m o n  f o r  a w o r k m a n ,  who w as  s p i r i tu a l ly  capab le ,  to 

be appoin ted  to the  pulpit .  J o r d a n ,  in h is  s tudy of the  ed u ca t iona l  

p r e p a r a t i o n  of the E v a n g e l i c a l  p a s t o r s ,  fa i led  to d i s c o v e r  any r u r a l  

p a s t o r  who had m a t r i c u l a t e d  in a  u n iv e r s i t y .  He found th a t  only about 

28 p e r  c en t  of the E v a n g e l i c a l  p a s t o r s  s e rv in g  the A n s b a c h - B a y r e u th  

a r e a  in 1540 had  p o s i t iv e ly  m a t r i c u l a t e d ,  and  the p e rc e n ta g e  in 1560 

h a d  r i s e n  to  32 p e r  cent .  He no tes  tha t:  "It  is quite obvious  to notice

t h a t  the  educa ted  c l e r g y  a r e  found p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the c i t i e s  and l a r g e r  

2
p l a c e s .  " I t w a s  a l so  noted  th a t  a  n u m b e r  of uneduca ted  c l e r g y  w e r e  

appo in ted  dur ing  the r e ig n  of M a r g r a v e  G e o r g e ' s  s u c c e s s o r ,  George

^ I b id . , I, 298.

^Ibid. , I, 301.



F r e d e r i c k ,  1556-1603. ^

The pe r iod  of 1528-1556 under the r e ig n  of M a r g r a v e  George

w as  not a p e r io d  of g row th  p e r  se ,  but r a t h e r  a p e r io d  of e s t a b l i s h m e n t

of the g e n e r a l  educa t iona l  en d eav o r ,  which  w as  so " e s s e n t i a l  for the

governm en t ,  off ic ia ls ,  and p o w e r s . "  The en d ea v o rs  wh ich  w e re  begun

under M ar g rav e  George  w e re  f i r m ly  fixed in an o rd inance  following the

Augsburg  R e l ig ious  P e a c e  of 1555, ^ a t  w h ich  t im e  "the E vange l ica l

t e r r i t o r i e s  had s u r r e n d e r e d  the (educat ional)  t a sk ,  t h e i r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l

3
and r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  "

M ar g ra v e  George  F r e d e r i c k  i s s u e d  a d e c r e e  on 20 August 

1563 e s tab l i sh ing  s ch o la r sh ip s  fo r  the schools  in A nsbach  and Hof, and 

fo r  the theo log ica l  s tuden ts  f ro m  both m a r g r a v a t e s  a ttending Wit tenberg 

U n ive rs i ty .  The endowment fo r  these  theo log ica l  s tuden ts  w as  se t  at 

the following y e a r ly  r a t e s :  (1) ten  s tudents  at  fo r ty  f lo r in ,  (2) twenty 

s tuden ts  at  fifty flor in ,  and (3) ten  s tuden ts  at  sixty flo r in .  The s c h o l a r 

ships  for Ansbach  and the school in Hof w e re :  (1) At e ac h  school,  twenty- 

four young boys ,  of whom half  would r ece iv e  f if teen gulden and ha lf

1
Ib id . , pp. 300-02.

2
W eim er ,  C o n c i se  H is to ry  of E d u c a t io n , p. 53, s t a t e s :  "The 

R e l ig ious  P e a c e  of Augsburg  (1555) finally  c o n s e c r a t e d  the p r in c ip le  e m 
bodied in the La t in  fo rm u la  ' cuius  r e g i o , e ius  r e l i g i o , ' m ean ing  tha t  s u b 
j e c t s  had to follow the re l ig ion  of th e i r  r u l e r s " ;  D u ra n t  s ta t e s  in The R e f 
o r m a t i o n , p. 787, tha t  G e rm a n  s tudents  a f te r  the P e a c e  of Augsburg  w e r e  
not al lowed to a ttend a  un ive rs i ty  o th e r  than tha t  of the fa ith  of th e i r  t e r r i 
t o r i a l  p r in ce .

3
Jordan , R e form at ion  und Gelehrte  B i ld u n g , II, 5.
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would rece ive  twenty gulden " fo r  t h e i r  endeavors  and being c o m p e t e n t , "  

and (2) should these  sam e boys then  a t tend  the un iv e r s i ty ,  they  would 

re c e iv e  s ch o la r s h ip s .  The p ro v i s io n s  w e re  a lso  made  th a t  for ty  s ch o l 

a r s h i p s  f ro m  both  m a r g r a v a t e s  would be e s t a b l i sh e d  for those s tudents  

to study theology but no o th e r  facul ty .  These  s c h o la r s h ip s  w e r e  to be: 

(1) t e n  at  fo r ty  gulden, (2) twenty a t  fifty gulden, and (3) ten at s ix ty  

gulden. ^

M a r g ra v e  George  F r e d e r i c k  en ac ted  on 21 J a n u a r y  1594 a 

new C o n s i s to r y  O rd inance ,  which  for a c en tu r y  w as  to f o r m  the b a s i s  

of not only the c h u r c h ' s  pos i t ion  and c h u r c h  a f fa i r s  but a l so  fo r  the 

schoo ls .  "We see h e re  the co m p le te  school m a t t e r s  p laced  under  the 

C o n s i s t o r y . " ^  Th is  w a s  not the f i r s t  t im e  that  they had becom e  s u b 

ord ina te  to the church .  "The  C o n s i s to r y  O rd inance  m e r e l y  s ea le d  the 

deve lopm en t  w h ich  was g ra n te d  by the s ta te  since  the beginning of the 

R e f o rm a t io n  and in the l a s t  twenty y e a r s  s ince the founding of the C o n 

s i s to r y .

T h e  im p o r tan ce  w hich  M a r g r a v e  G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  p laced  

on the educa tion  of the c l e r g y m e n  ind ica tes  the s t rong  t i e s  which  ex is t ed  

at  th is  t im e  be tween  th e se  two soc ia l  fo rces  and the r e s u l t a n t  i n t e r d e 

pendence .  The c h u rc h  cont inued  th ro u g h  the s ix teen th  and seven teen th

^Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e leh rte  B i ldun g , II, 16-17 .

^Ibid. , IF 35. ^Ibid.
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c en tu r i e s  (1) to supply the m a j o r i t y  of the  s c h o o l m a s t e r s .  (2) the s u p e r 

v is ion ,  and (3) the in spec t ion  of the schools  u n d e r  the d e c r e e s  and 

d i re c t io n  of the r e s p e c t iv e  M a r g r a v a t e s .

P h i lo so p h ic a l  Inf luence in the D e v e lo p m en t  of Educa t ion  in 
the M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  in the S ixteenth  

and  Seventeen th  C e n t u r i e s

The s ix teen th  c en tu r y  m a r k e d  the beginning of "The Age of 

R easo n ,  " wh ich  extended th rough  the following cen tu ry .  I t  w as  an age 

rep le te  wi th  n e w ly - s t a t e d  ph i lo soph ica l  t h e m e s  which  only l a t e r  w e re  to 

influence educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s .  This  e r a  p ro d u c e d  such  e m in e n t  

p h i lo so p h e rs  as the e a r l y  m o d e r n  r a t i o n a l i s t s  am ong whom w ere :  R en e  

D e s c a r t e s  (1596-1650),  A rno ld  Geulinex (1625-1669),  Nicole  Male - 

b r an ch e  (1638-1715),  B en e d ic t  Spinoza  ( 1632-1677),  T h o m as  Hobbes 

(1588-1679),  and G o t t f r i ed  Wilhe lm Lièibniz (1646-1716).  A no ther  group 

of renow ned  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  the  e a r l y  m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t s ,  v ied  dur ing  

th is  e r a  w i th  the  r a t i o n a l i s t  fo r  dom inance  I n m a n ' s  mind. P r o m i n e n t  

among th e se  e a r l y  m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t s  w e r e  F r a n c i s  B acon  (1561-1626),  

John  Locke (1632-1704),  and G eorge  B e r k e l e y  (1685-1704).  ^

^A lbe r t  G . R a m s p e r g e r ,  " E a r l y  M o d e rn  R a t i o n l i s t s , " in 
A H is to ry  of P h i l o so p h ic a l  S y s t e m s ,  ed.  by V e rg i l i u s  F e r m  (New York; 
P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1950), pp. 240-52; Douglas  N. M organ ,  " E a r ly  
M o d e rn  E m p i r i c i s m ,  " in A H i s t o r y  of P h i l o so p h ic a l  S y s t e m s , ed.  by 
V e rg i l iu s  F e r m  (New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1950), pp. 253-65; 
M organ  a l so  l i s t s  David  Hume (1711-1776) and  I m m a n u e l  K an t  (1724- 
1804) with  the e a r l y  m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t s ,  p.  253; A. Wolf, A H is to ry  
of Sc ience ,  Technology and P h i losophy  in the l o t h  and 17th C e n t u r i e s , 
T o rchbooks  (2nd ed.  ; New York: H a r p e r  & B r o t h e r s  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1959), 
II, 629-675.
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T h e se  p h i lo so p h e r s ,  who l a t e r  w e re  to gain a dominan t

p lace  in educa t iona l  thought,  did no t  influence educa t ion  in G e r m a n y

dur ing  the s ix teen th  and seven teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  T h is  is p a r t i c u l a r l y

t r u e  in the H ohenzo l le rn  F r a n c o n ia n  L a n d s ,  The p re e m in e n c e  of the

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  in the a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of ed u ca t iona l  m a t t e r s  in the

M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  d e t e r m i n e d  the ed u ca t iona l  philosophy

w h ic h  s e t  the c o u rse  for  educa t ion .  K r i s t e l l e r  in h is  d i s c u s s io n  of

R e n a i s s a n c e  philosophy s ta tes :

W herea s  A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m  in Spain  and P o r t u g a l  w as  
c lo se ly  l inked  with  Catho l ic  theology,  its p lace  in the u n i 
v e r s i t y  c u r r i c u lu m  of  P r o t e s t a n t  G e rm a n y  w a s  f i r m ly  
se c u re d  by P h i l ip  M elanch ton  (1497-1565),  and i t  thus  
p rov ided  the academ ic  b ack g ro u n d  of philosophy down to 
the t im e s  of Le ibniz  and of Kant.  ^

Both  h u m a n is m ,  the ch am p io n  of r e v iv e d  A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m ,  

and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  opposed  s c h o l a s t i c i s m  and "bo th  h u m an ism  and 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m  w e r e  opposed  to s ch o la s t i c i s r h  and its m o n a s t i c  c h a m p 

ions ,  Both  be l ieved  in the r ig h t s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of co n sc ience

2
and w e r e  def in i te ly  w or ld ly .  "

Melanchthon,  the t r u e  founder  of the  P r o t e s t a n t - h u m a n i s t

ed u ca t io n a l  s y s t e m  has  been  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a  h u m a n i s t  to h is  f i n g e r - 

3
t ip s .  " He w as  able to save  h u m a n is m  in the  P r o t e s t a n t  schoo ls  by

^ K r i s t e l l e r ,  R e n a i s s a n c e  P h i l o s o p h i e s , p.  229.

^W eim er ,  C o n c i s e  H is tory  of Educat ion,  p. 48.

^Ibid. , pp. 4 9 -5 0 .
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subord ina t ing  it to the r e l ig io u s  i n t e r e s t s .  "M e la n ch th o n 's  s y s t e m 'o f  

P r o t e s t a n t  educa t ion  p r e v a i l e d  in G e rm a n y  unti l  the e ig h te en th  cen tu ry .  

One s ix teen th  cen tu ry  educa t iona l  innovation,  the g y m n a s iu m  founded 

by Jo h an n e s  S tu r m  (1507-1589)  a t  S t r a s s b u r g ,  r e f l e c t e d  the P r o t e s t a n t -  

h u m a n is t i c  educa t iona l  phi losophy of Melanch thon .  S t u r m ' s  educa t io n a l  

ideas  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  (1538) in his w ork  De l i t t e r a r u m  ludis  r e c te  

a p e r i e n d i s  (On Rightly  Opening Schools  of L e t t e r s ) .  "H is  educa t iona l  

a im s  w e r e  r e l ig io u s  p ie ty ,  p r a c t i c a l  knowledge and L a t in  e lo q u e n c e .

The e d u ca t io n a l  p a t t e r n  w h ic h  S t u r m  se t ,  w i th  some m o d i f i ca t io n s ,  has  

se t  the b a se  for the g y m n a s iu m  to th is  da te .

L i t t l e  change  o c c u r r e d  in the u n iv e r s i ty  c u r r i c u l u m  bes ide s  

th a t  in  the  faculty  of th eo logy ,  w h ich  w as  tho rough ly  r e f o r m e d  by the 

r e p l a c e m e n t  of the s c h o la s t i c s  and C h u r c h  F a t h e r s  by the study of the 

B ib le  in  i t s  o r ig i n a l  l an g u ag es .  T h e  f o r m e r  facul ty  of a r t s  w as  r e n a m e d  

the facul ty  of philosophy.  "The w r i t i n g s  of A r i s to t l e  and the sub jec t s

4
of the q u a d r iv iu m  continued to be the s o u r c e s  of a l l  w or ld ly  w isd o m .  "

Re l ig ious  Inf luence in the D ev e lo p m e n t  of E d u ca t io n  
D ur ing  the E a r l y  E igh teen th  C e n t u r y  in the M a r 

g ra v a te  B a y r e u th

The  or thodox  L u t h e r n  F a i t h  w a s  p r e d o m in a n t  in the  Mar-

^I b id . , pp. 49-54 .  ^ D uran t ,  The R e f o r m a t i o n , p.  787.

3
W e im e r ,  C o n c i se  H i s to r y  of E d u c a t i o n , pp.  54-55 .

4
Ibid. , pp. 5 5 -5 6 .
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g ra v â t e s  at  the beginning of the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  Some in roads ,  

ho w ev er ,  had been made during the l a t e r  y e a r s  of the p rev ious  c en tu ry  

by C a lv in i sm  and P i e t i s m .  N e i th e r  of th e se  d o c t r in e s  gained p ro m in en ce  

enough to const i tu te  a t h r e a t  of any ap p re c ia b le  p ro p o r t io n  to the e n 

t r e n c h e d  or thodoxy. This  was p a r t i c u l a r ly  true  in the f ie ld  of educa tion .

The F r e n c h  Huguenot r e fu g e e s ,  who had been  w e lcom ed  

into the t e r r i t o r y  by C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ,  w e re  g ran ted  p e r m i s s i o n  to c o n 

s t r u c t  a c hu rch  of th e i r  fa ith  (Calv in is t)  in the i r  new city,  C h r i s t i a n -  

E r l a n g .  The c o rn e r s to n e  w as  la id  in 1686.

Kolde r e l a t e s  about the r e l ig io u s  m a t t e r  in E r l an g e n  under 

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t :

To the end  of  the 17th cen tu ry  E r l a n g e n  w as  a p u r e  
L u th e ra n  local i ty .  N e i th e r  the  R e f o r m e d  nor  C a tho l ics ,  
not to men t ion  the J e w s  w ere  p e r m i t t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  th e r e .
With the a d m is s io n  f i r s t  of the F r e n c h  Evange l ica l  r e fu g e es  
it was  o th e rw ise .  Soon we find in  the newly e r e c t e d  city  
a l so  R om an-C a tho l i c  inhab i tan ts ,  and indeed not only such 
who had im m ig r a t e d  h e r e  f rom  C atho l ic  ne ighboring p l a c e s ,  
e sp ec ia l ly  a lso  F r e n c h  C a th o l i c s ,  who obviously on the

^August G e b e s s e l e r ,  Stadt  und L an d k re i s  E r l a n g e n  Vol.  XIV 
von  B a y e r i s c h e  K u n s td en k m a le . Hsgb .  von H e in r ic h  K r e i s e l  und Adam 
H o rn  (München: D e u t sc h e r  K u n s tv e r l ag ,  1962), p.  22; J u s t i z r a t  D r .
Stein  und L e h r e r  L. M ul le r ,  Die G esch ich te  von E r lan g en  in Wort  und 
B i ld  (E r langen: Junge ,  1898), p.  112; F e r d i n a n d  L a m m e r s ,  G esch ich te  
d e r  Stadt E r l an g e n ,  p.  80; both of these  s o u rc e s  state tha t  the c h u rc h  
w a s  for both  F r e n c h  and G e r m a n  R e f o r m e d .  L a m m e r s  r e l a t e s  tha t  
the M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  E r n s t ,  h is  wife Sophie L o u i se ,  the C row n  
P r i n c e  George  Wil l iam and the P r i n c e s s  E l o n o ra  Magdalena  a t tended 
the fes tive inaugura l .
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knowledge of th e i r  p r o s p e r i t y  had followed th e i r  E v a n 
ge l ica l  coun t rym en .  ^

C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t  in a d e c la ra t io n  of 4 May 1711 i s s u e d  the

fundam enta l  l aw s  which w e re  "d e ta i led  com ple te ly  in the s e n s e s  of the 

2
t im e .  " These  s ta ted  it was the in ten tion  of the g o v e rn m en t  tha t  a 

Catho l ic  w o rsh ip  would n e v e r  be to l e r a t e d  in E r la n g e n .  They also  p r o 

vided fo r  c h i l d re n  of p ro p e r  Catho l ic  m a r r i a g e s  in o r d e r  to becom e 

p r o p e r l y  e d u ca ted  m u s t  a t tend  L u th e ra n  schools .

M a r g r a v e  George  W il l iam g ran ted  the C a th o l ic s  in B ay r eu th  

p e r m i s s i o n  in 1722 to hold  public  w orsh ip .

The Catholic  communi ty  in  E r l a n g e n  during the 1730's was 

d e te r m in e d  to ga in  p e r m i s s i o n  to e r e c t  a c h u rc h  of t h e i r  faith.  They 

w e r e  able to c o l le c t  150 Gulden in E r lan g e n  and 574 Gulden 50 K r e u z e r  

w a s  donated in B a m b e r g .  E r l a n g e n  a t  th i s  t im e  was  w ith in  the B a m b e rg  

D io cese .  T e m p o r a r y  or p rov is iona l  p e r m i s s i o n  was s e c u re d  f rom  

M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  in the  s u m m e r  of 1737 for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 

C atho l ic  s e r v i c e  and to c o n s t r u c t  and m a in ta in  a house of p r a y e r .  How

e v e r ,  f inal  p e r m i s s i o n  was  not fo r thcoming  and the m a t t e r  w as  c losed 

fo r  some t im e  when  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  c o n f i rm e d  the E r l a n g e n  C h a r t e r  

of 1711 and "exp l ic i t ly  a l so  A r t ic le  4, w h ich  re g u la ted  the C a th o l ic ' s

^T heodor  Kolde,  Die Anfânge e i n e r  K a tho l i schen  Gemeinde 
in E r l a n g e n  (E r langen :  Junge ,  1906), pp.  1-2;  m y  t r a n s l a t i o n .

2_ . _ ^
I b i d . , p. 2. ' I b i d . , pp. 2 - 3 .
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p os i t ion ,  " and forbade Catho l ic  w o rsh ip .  ^

The second ha lf  of the s ev en teen th  cen tu ry  saw the beginning

of a new re l ig ious  m o v em en t  w i th in  the  L u t h e r a n  C h u rch .  L u th e ra n

cr thodoxy  had dur ing  the p a s t  cen tu ry  and a ha l f  b ecom e  m o r e  fo r m a l i z e d

2
and "channe led  in r ig id  d o c t r in a l  and s a c r e m e n t a l  f o r m s .  " A r e a c t io n

a g a in s t  th is  cold orthodoxy se t  in.  Ph i l ip  S pener  (1635-1705),  a G e r m a n

L u t h e r a n  theologian  "known as the ' f a th e r  of P i e t i s m , '  . . . influenced

by the read ing  of the s c r i p t u r e s  and the w r i t in g  of L u th e r ,  A rnd t ,

B a x t e r ,  and G ro s s e g e b a u e r  . . . began  to hold  m e e t in g s  (co l leg ia

p ie ta t i s )  in  his  home to c o u n te rac t  the s t e r i l e  in te l l e c tu a l i sm  of the

3
prev a i l in g  o r th o d o x y . " Augus t  H e r m a n n  F r a n k e  (1663-1727) un d e r  the

influence of Spene r  "becam e  one of  the m o s t  Vigorous  champions  of the

4
m o v e m e n t  to w a rd  a m o re  genuine  C h r i s t i a n  l iving.  " F r a n k e  w as  i n 

f luen t ia l  in Hal le  and in t roduced  the B i b l e - c e n t e r e d  p r inc ip le  in to  e d u 

cation.  ^ The P i e t i s t i c  m o v e m e n t  had a " r e a l i s t i c  and p r a c t i c a l  point  of 

v iew,  the i n t e r e s t  in a c tu a l  l i fe ,  coupled  w i th  a p ro found  a v e r s i o n  to

^Ib id . , pp. 4-12.

2
T.  A lm a r  K ant one n, " P i e t i s m , "  An E n cy c lo p ed ia  of R e l ig io n , 

ed .  by V e rg i l iu s  F e r m  (New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,  1945), p. 585.

^Ib id . , p. 585.

4
V erg i l ius  F e r m ,  " P i e t i s m , "  D ic t io n a ry  of P h i l o s o p h y , 

ed.  by  D a g o b e r t  D. Runes (15th ed. ; New York: P h i lo so p h ic a l  L i b r a r y ,
1945), p.  236.

5
Kantonen, P i e t i s m , p.  585.



161

pedant ic  s c h o la r s h ip  and to the a b s t r u s e  specu la t io n s  of academ ic  

p h i lo so p h e rs  and th e o lo g ia n s , " ^  During  the e a r ly  y e a r s  of  the e ighteenth  

c e n tu r y ,  P i e t i s m  ga ined  c o n s id e ra b le  influence among some m e m b e r s  

of the  G e r m a n  a r i s t o c r a c y .  P i e t i s m ,  not l im i t e d  to the L u th e ra n  

fo l low ers  a lone ,  b e c a m e  a fo rce  among the C a lv in i s t s  for the sam e 

r e a s o n s .  F r a n k e  e x e r t e d  g r e a t  influence on the p e r s o n a l  life of F r e d 

e r i c k  Wil l iam I, King of P r u s s i a  ( 171 3-1 740) and the fa the r  of Wilhel-

2
m in a .  M a r g ra v i n e  of B ay reu th .  W ilhe lmina  in h e r  M e m o i r s  gives  a 

d e p r e s s i n g  account  of the C o u r t  and family  life.

We l ived  l ike T r a p p i s t s ,  to the g r e a t  g r i e f  of my 
b r o t h e r  and m y s e l f .  E v e r y  a f te rnoon  the  King p r e a c h e d  
a s e r m o n ,  to w h ic h  we had to  l i s t e n  a s  a t ten t ive ly  a s  if 
i t  had p ro c e e d e d  f r o m  the l ips  of an a p o s t l e .  My b r o th e r  
and I w e r e  o f ten  se ized  wi th  such  an in tense  s en se  of the 
r id i cu lo u s ,  tha t  we b u r s t  out laughing, upon w h ich  an 
apos to l ic  c u r s e  w a s  p o u re d  ou t  on o u r  h e a d s ,  which we 
had to a c c e p t  w i th  a show of humil i ty  and p en i tence .  ^

F r e d e r i c k  W il l iam  I suppor ted  F r a n k e  in h is  d ispu te s  and

c l a s h e s  wi th  C h r i s t i a n  von Wolff, Wolf (1679-1754) and  in 1723 o r d e r e d

Wolff c h a r g e d  with  f l a g r a n t  a t h e i s m ,  to leave  P r u s s i a  with in  fo r ty -e ig h t

4
h o u rs  on "pa in  of im m e d ia te  d e a t h . "

^ P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , pp.  104-05.

^C u tche l l ,  W i lh e Im in a , I, 64.

M a r g r a f i n  W i lh e lm in e , M e m o i r s  of W ilhe lm ine ,  pp.  61-62.

^ P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p. 105; Will and A r ie l  Duran t ,  
The Sto ry  of C i v i l i z a t i o n , Vol. IX, The Age of V ol ta i re  (New York: 
S im on and S c h u s te r ,  1965), p. 402.
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The M a r g r a v e s  A n sb ach  and B a y r e u t h  a lso  had  th e i r  p e r io d s  

of " P i e t i s m . "  Following the T h i r ty  Y e a r s  W ar ,  a  pe r io d  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

dev o u tn es s ,  the devou tness  of P i e t i s m ,  e n t e r e d  the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th ,  

and i ts  e f fec t s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  into the educa t io n a l  m a t t e r s .   ̂ H o w ev e r ,  

t h e r e  w e r e  p e r io d s  of ups and downs for  P i e t i s m  w h ich  had ga ined  c o n 

s id e r a b l e  dominance  dur ing  the r e i g n  of C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t .  It w as  r e 

j e c t e d  by his son and s u c c e s s o r ,  G eo rg e  Wil l iam (1712-1726).  J o r d a n

w r i t e s  th a t  the influence of P i e t i s m  w as  abo l i shed  and B a y r e u th  w a s  in-

2
fluenced  by the m o d e l  of the abso lu te  r u l e r  and  h is  m o r a l  f a u l t s . P i e 

t i s m  w a s  r e v iv e d  in B a y r e u th  upon the d ea th  of George  W il l iam who had  

d ied  c h i ld l e s s .  His  s u c c e s s o r ,  G eo rg e  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l  ( 1726-1735),  

f r o m  a c o l l a t e r a l  line of the  fam i ly ,  e m b r a c e d  P i e t i s m .  C.  M e y e r ,  a s  

r e p o r t e d  p re v io u s ly ,  d e s c r i b e s  the M a r g r a v e  as " a  su l len  h u m o re d ,  

o u tw a rd ly  th r i f ty  m a n ,  who knew how to unite a v a s t  p l e a s u r e  fo r  the

3
dr ink ing  cup to P i e t i s t i c  t r e n d s . "  J o r d a n  w r i t e s  of h im:  "As a  m a n  he

w as  qu ie t  and r e t i r e d ,  m o r o s e ,  of s t r a n g e ly  unba lanced  c h a r a c t e r ;  in

h is  c o u r t  he had  in the  p a r a m o u n t  p o s i t io n  the  G e n e r a l  S upe r in tenden t

D r .  J  oh. C h r i s to p h  S i lchm ulle  r ,  the l e a d e r  of the P i e t i s t i c  c i r c l e  in 

4
B a y r e u th .  " He con t inues  with  the s t a t e m e n t  th a t  a l though the M a r g r a v e

^Jo rd a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  und G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 111-12, 

^ I b i d . . pp.  125-26.

3
M eyer ,  G esch ich te  do r  B u r g g r a f s c h a f t , p. 134.

4
Jordan, R e fo r m a t io n  und G e lehrte  B i ld u n g , II, 130.
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w as  devoted to P i e t i s m ,  he a lso  w as  given to drink ing  too m uch  and

d iv o rced  his  wife on c h a r g e s  of infideli ty and p e r s e c u t e d  h e r  wi th  a

q u en ch le s s  ha t red .

Change followed change . M a r g ra v e  F r e d e r i c k ,  son and

s u c c e s s o r  of George  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l ,  had come into con tac t  w i th  and

e m b r a c e d  "The E n l igh tm en t"  dur ing  h is  educa t ion  in Geneva and his

subsequen t  t r a v e l s  in F r a n c e  and Holland. It i s  noted,  how ever ,  tha t

F r e d e r i c k  re ta ined  many of h is  f a t h e r ' s  a d v i so r s  in his counci l  and

p ro v e d  so a d ro i t  in the a f fa i r s  of s ta te  tha t  he did not a l ienate  his

L u t h e r a n  subjec ts  (e spec ia l ly  the p i e t i s t s , who se m o v e m e n t  w as  be -

2
ginning to fade).  He soon was  ca l led  a ffect ionate ly  "W el l -beloved .  "

F r e d e r i c k ' s  c o n so r t ,  Wilhelm ina, had b een  brough t  up

under  a s t r i c t  and a t  t i m e s  t o r t u r o u s  d iscip line  b o rd e r in g  on sad ism

a d m in i s t e r e d  f requen t ly  by h e r  p ie t i s t i c  fa th e r .  It is unders tandab le

3
th a t  she r e j e c te d  p ie t i s m .  She s e t  fo r th  he r  ideas  about God in a l e t t e r

to h e r  b r o t h e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  the Grea t :

I have r e p e n ted  a th ousand  t i m e s ,  my b r o t h e r ,  for 
having p r o m i s e d  you m y  s y s t e m  conce rn ing  the ex is tence  
of God; n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  having no sub jec t  w o r th  fil l ing this  
l e t t e r  with,  I sha l l  t ry  a t  l e a s t  to a m u s e  you w i th  my

4 b i d .

2
Cuthe l l ,  Wilhelm i n a , II, 3; Otto B r a n d t ,  S taa t  und K u l tu r ,

p.  7.

Oris o£ F z " s d s z " i O z ’S' '̂^ ŝ fiz"st 3.£̂ sz* Viis s.s'^snsion
was  to r e c a l l  C h r i s t i a n  Wolff to Halle  U n iv e r s i ty ,  w h e re  Wolff was  
acc o rd e d  a t r i u m p h an t  w e lcom e .
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philosophy, which I su b m i t  e n t i r e ly  to your c r i t i c i s m ,  r e 
peating yet again  what a v e r y  in fe r io r  ph i losopher  I count 
m y se l f .  T h e s e ,  then,  a r e  m y  p r i n c i p l e s . Every th ing  is 
com posed  of a to m s ,  some c ro o k e d ,  some pointed,  and of 
d i f fe ren t  sh ap es .  These  a tom s  having a p e rp e tu a l  motion ,  
happen  to m e e t ,  jo s t le  one an o th e r ,  hook into each  o the r ,  
un ite ,  and that  is what fo r m s  bod ies .  But they cannot 
have any m o v e m e n t  of t h e m s e l v e s ,  not being unl imi ted  
b e in g s ,  but dependent one on ano ther .  As they cannot be 
m o t io n le s s ,  acco rd ing  w i th  p r in c ip le s  of phi losophy,  it 
follows,  t h e r e f o r e ,  tha t  t h e r e  m u s t  be an un l imi ted  in 
dependent being who gives  th em  m ovem en t ,  and , in c o n 
sequence ,  th i s  be ing is  God; fo r  t e l l  m e ,  why do these  
a to m s ,  happening to m e e t ,  fo rm  a p e r s o n  r a t h e r  than a 
f lo w er?  It cannot be c h an ce ,  o r  then  it m igh t  have 
happened tha t  every th ing  b e ca m e  f lowers  o r  a n im a ls ,  
and th e r e  would have b een  no p e r s o n s ,  so it is e s s e n t i a l  
to a d m i t  a f i r s t  p r in c ip le ,  n e c e s s a r y  in all th ings ,  who, 
by his u n iv e r s a l  pow er ,  d i r e c t s  the second p r inc ip le s  
to use th em  for his end. ^

The faculty  of theology cont inued  to hold an im p o r tan t  

p os i t ion ,  and one of h ighes t  e s t e e m ,  in the  s t ru c tu r e  of the ins t i tu t ions  

of h igher  l e a rn in g  in the M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B ay reu th  during the 

e a r l y  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  including the n e w ly -e s t a b l i sh ed  F r i e d r i c h s  

U n iv e r s i t a t .

The idea  of the founding of a  u n iv e r s i ty  [in the M a r 
g rav a te  B a y r e u th ]  e n c o u n te re d  the g r e a t e s t  d iff icul t ies .  
Eve ry th in g  had n e a r ly  f a i l ed  b e cau se  of the opposit ion of 
the P r i n c e ' s  Counci l  and the C o n s i s to r y ,  both  of which 
wan ted  to c la im  the su p e r  in tendency ove r  the sam e  for 
th em  s e l v e s . ^

T h r e e  e m in e n t  s ch o la r ly  c l e r g y m e n  w e r e  appointed to the f i r s t  Facu l ty

^Cuthell ,  Wilhelm i n a , II, 20-21.

^Stein and M il l ie r ,  G esch ich te  von E r l a n g e n , p. 129.
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of P h i losophy  a t  the E r l a n g e n  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1743; G e r m a n n  August

E l l ro d ,  J o a c h im  E h r e n f r i e d  P f e i f f e r ,  and C a s p a r  Jac o b  Huth.  It is of

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  tha t  the faculty  w as  s e le c te d  by D an ie l  de Super  v i l l e ,

the f i r s t  D i r e c t o r  and C h a n c e l lo r ,  who was  a R e f o r m i s t .  E l l r o t ,  the

f i r s t  P r o f e s s o r  of the  Theology Facu l ty  was L u tb e ra n  wi th  decided

P i e t i s t i c  t e n d en c ie s .  He p r e a c h e d  the u n iv e r s i ty  in a u g u ra l  s e r m o n ,

took as his  tex t ,  I s a i a h  xxxi i i ,  20, and

. . . s a id  tha t  the foundation of the U n ive rs i ty  m u s t  be buil t ,  
not upon the d i s c r e t i o n  of hum an  be ings ,  but upon p r in c ip le s  
of Divine re v e la t i o n .  And it w as  not only the F r e e t h i n k e r s  
who w e r e  thus ad m o n ish ed .  The R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  was in 
c luded in the "goa ts .

The T h eo lo g ica l  Facu l ty  w a s  L u th e ra n  and he ld  to the

3L u t h e r a n  concepts  of d o c t r in e .  "B u t  the  to le ra n ce  of the new u n iv e r s i ty

4
denied any s u p r e m a c y  to  the L u t h e r a n s " ;  h o w ever ,  two y e a r s  a f te r  the 

founding of the u n iv e r s i ty ,  the  appo in tm en t  of a R e f o rm  theo log ica l  p r o 

f e s s o r  was  r e f u s e d ,  and aga in  as  la te  as 1756. ^

E n g le h a rd t  w r i t e s ^  th a t  som e of the E r l a n g e n  " t e a c h e r s "

^E n g leh a rd t ,  Die U n iv e r s i t a t ,  pp.  20-24.

^C uthe l l ,  Wilhe lm  i n a , II, 97.

3
Eng le  h a r d t .  Die U n iv e r s i t a t ,  p.  26.

"^Cuthell, W ilhe lm  ina,  II, 97.

^ R ic h a r d  F e s t e r  , Die B a y r e u t h e r  S c h w e s te r  F r i e d r i c h s  
des C r o s s e n  (Ber l in :  V e r l a g  von C eb r i id e r  P a e t e l ,  1902), pp. 119-20, 
my t r a n s la t io n .

^Eng le hardt,  U nive r s i t a t , p. 27.
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w e r e  in f luenced  by the P i e t i s t i c  theo log ian ,  Buddeus  (Johann F r a z  Budde, 

one of the p e r s e c u t o r s  of Wolff [ l667-1729]) ,   ̂ a l so  M o s h e i m ' s  influence 

■was s ign if ican t  (Johann  L o r e n z  M oshe im  [1694-1755 ] ), ^ and  tha t  the 

Wolffian ( C h r i s t i a n  von Wolff [ l679-1754]) philosophy was  upheld by a 

d e t e r m i n e d  cham pion .  ^

L u t h e r a n i s m  which  dom ina ted  the re l ig ious  life in the M a r 

g ra v a te  B ay r eu th  w a s  a s t rong  s u p p o r t e r  of the u n iv e r s i ty  idea ,  and

e s t a b l i s h e d  n u m e ro u s  u n iv e r s i t i e s  th roughou t  P r o t e s t a n t  G e rm a n y  dur ing

4
the R e f o r m a t io n  E r a .  The m o v e m e n t  by the P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s ,  s u p 

p o r t e d  by the s e c u la r  r u l e r s ,  fo r  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and su p p o r t  of u n i 

v e r s i t i e s  cont inued  th ro u g h  the s ev e n te en th  and  into the e igh teen th  

5c e n t u r y .

P h i l o so p h ic a l  Inf luence  in the  D eve lopm ent  of E duca t ion  
Dur ing  the E a r l y  E ig h tee n th  C en tu ry  in the M a r g r a v a t e

B ay re  uth

The f i r s t  h a l f  of the e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  w as  a p e r io d  of

^ H e rm a n n  A ugus t  E l l r o d ,  the  P i e t i s t i c  F i r s t  P r o f e s s o r  of 
Theology,  had s tud ied  at J e n a  and was  a s tuden t  of Buddeus: Engle  h a r d t ,  
U n i v e r s i t a t , p .  20.

^ K a sp a r  J ak o b  Huth,  P r o f e s s o r  of Theology,  had s tudied  in 
R o s to c k  and J e n a .  " L u t h e r  w as  his m o d e l .  " He taught the h i s to r y  of 
h e r e s y  acco rd in g  to M o rs h e im :  Engle  h a r d t ,  U n i v e r s i t a t , p.  22.

3 4I n f r a , p.  174. S u p r a , p. 47.

^ P r o t e s t a n t  u n iv e r s i t i e s  founded in G e r m a n y  dur ing  the 
s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  and  e a r l y  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  w e re  G ie s s e n  (1607), 
R in te ln  (1621), S t r a s s b u r g  (1621), A l tdo r f  ( 1622), D u isberg  ( 1655), Kiel  
(1665),  Hal le  (1694), and Gott ingen (1737).
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t r a n s i t i o n  in the ed u ca t iona l  ins t i tu t ions  in G e rm a n y .  T h is  is p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  t ru e  of the schools  in the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  as the m i d - c e n t u r y  

m a r k  was  a p p ro ach ed .  The influence of the r e a l i s t  and e m p i r i c i s t  

ph i lo soph ies  b egan  to  a p p ea r  in the c u r r i c u l u m s  and teach ing  m e thods  

of the schoo ls .  The r e a l i s t  ideas  w e r e  m e ld e d  at t im e s  into the c u r 

r i c u lu m s  a longside  the r a t i o n a l i s t ;  a t  o th e r  t im e s  they  stood s e p a ra t e  

and d i s t in c t ,  o r  w e r e  co m p le te ly  lack ing .  Th is  w as  the p e r io d  of t ime  

when the f i r s t  fa in t  s t r e a k s  of l igh t  w e r e  seen ;  it w a s  the dawn of the 

deu tsche  Aufk larung  ( G e r m a n  En l igh tm en t ) .

P a u l s e n ,  w r i t ing  about the seco n d a ry  schoo ls  of th i s  p e r io d ,

s t a t e s :

T he  schoo ls  clung to  the old m e th o d s  wi th  g r e a t e r  
t e n ac i ty  than  the u n iv e r s i t i e s  and w e r e  s low er  in abandoning  
th e m .  F o r  obvious r e a s o n s  they  have a lways  b e e n  c o n s i d 
e r a b ly  l a t e r  in following the g e n e r a l  d r i f t  of p r o g r e s s .  In 
some in s t i tu t ions ,  h o w ev er ,  the f i r s t  signs  of the a p p r o a c h 
ing m o d e r n i z a t io n  w e r e  e a r l y  d i s c e r n ib l e .  ^

P a u l s e n  con t inues  h i s  d i s c u s s io n  of the su b jec t  and  c i t e s  the

Paedagog l ium  of H a l l e ,  (founded [ 1696] by F r a n c k e  and b e c a m e  a  ro y a l

ins t i tu t ion  in 1702) as  a typ ica l  exam ple  of the s ta te  of ed uca t ion  dur ing

th i s  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r io d .  He po in ts  out th a t  "the old c o u r s e  of in s t r u c t io n

2w as  s t i l l  m a in ta in ed ,  bu t  new e le m e n t s  had b een  added to it. " The 

p r in c ip a l  sub jec t  was  s t i l l  L a t in ,  taugh t  w i th  the s am e  p u rp o s e  fo r  

com ple te  m a s t e r y  of the s u b je c t  to a t t a in  c o n v e r sa t io n a l  and  l i t e r a r y

i 2
P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  Educa t ion ,  p.  125. Ibid.
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use .  Some changes  w e re  made  in the methods  of ins t ruc t ion .  The f i r s t  

teaching of read ing  and w r i t ing  w a s  in the G e rm a n  language, "w h i l e  the 

g e n e r a l  r u le s  of g r a m m a r ,  the use of the v a r ious  p a r t s  of sp eech  and 

th e i r  in f lec t ions ,  w e re  a lso  f i r s t  p r a c t i c e d  in the G e r m a n  language 

with  the aid of o b j e c t - l e s s o n s ,  the intuit ive method  of teaching  be ing 

an ideal p u r s u e d  by the Halle  pedaguges  w h e r e v e r  poss ib le .  " The 

La t in  g r a m m a r  textbooks w e re  w r i t t e n  in G e rm a n .  Latin  e p i s t l e s  and 

o ra t ions  w e re  com posed  and d e l iv e re d  by the students  in the upper  

s tages .  D ispu ta t ions  in L a t in  w e r e  held and " l e a rn e d  p e r io d ic a l s  

w r i t t e n  in La t in  w e r e  r e a d  and d i s c o u r s e d  upon. La t in  w a s  a lso  the 

language of in s t ruc t ion  and c o n v e r sa t io n .  G reek  and H ebrew  w e r e  

added  to the c u r r i c u l u m ,  as w e l l  as  the m o d e r n  languages F r e n c h  and 

G e r m a n .  H ow ever ,  in o r d e r  th a t  no s tudent w as  o v e r - b u rd e n e d ,  "only

3
two w e r e  taught  side - b y - s i d e , L a t in  and  G re ek  o r  Hebrew and F r e n c h .  " 

The sc iences  taught  w e r e  " m a th e m a t i c s  and n a tu r a l  s c ience ,  

h i s to ry  and geography; s t r e s s  be ing la id ,  in all c a s e s ,  on the u se  of

4
o b j e c t - l e s s o n s  and on p r a c t i c a l  app l ica t ions .  " Botany was  taugh t  in 

the s u m m e r ,  e i t h e r  in the f ie ld  o r  h e r b a r y .  Anatomy w as  taugh t  in the

5
w in te r  by use  of c h a r t s  "and  'a l so  now and then  on the body of a dog. '"

^P au ls en ,  G e r m a n  Educa t ion ,  p.  126. 

^Ibid. ^Ib id . , 127.

%bid.  % i d .
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The in s t ru c t io n  of h i s to ry  w a s  com posed  of both  b ib l ica l  and e c c l e s i 

a s t i c a l  h i s to ry ,  as well  as the h i s to ry  of the G e r m a n  E m p e r o r s  and of 

the m o d e r n  s t a t e s .  "G eography  w as  t r e a t e d  exc lus ive ly  a s  an aux i l ia ry  

subjec t  in connection wi th  h i s to r y  and po l i t ic s .

Rel ig ious  i n s t r u c t io n  held p a r a m o u n t  im por tance  th ro u g h 

out the en t i re  c o u r s e ,  the r e a l  a im  being "to im p a r t  a l iving knowledge 

of God, of the m i s e r y  of h u m a n  s in ,  and  the sa lva t ion  in C h r i s t ,  " which 

was  c o n s id e re d  a  p r a c t i c a l  end. The influence of P i e t i s m  w as  con 

spicuous  in  the school reg u la t io n s .  J o r d a n  com m en ts :  " A f t e r w a r d s ,  

a r e a c t io n  set  in; the g e n e r a t io n  w hich  had  b e en  fed on re l ig ious  r ev iv a l s  

and p r a y e r s  was  p e cu l i a r l y  a p p re c ia t iv e  of the invect ives  of V o l t a i r e - -  

the age of P i e t i s m  w as  followed by the age of En l igh tm ent!

J o r d a n  s u m m a r i z e s  with  the co m m e n ts :

T hus ,  the P aed ag o g iu m  of Halle  a t t e m p ted  to combine 
the old c l a s s i c a l  c o u r s e  with  the e l e m e n ts  of m o d e r n  lang - 
uages  and s c ie n c es .  It m ay  be r e g a r d e d  as typ ica l  of the  
g e n e r a l  a im s  of all  the  l a r g e r  schools  dur ing  the f i r s t  half  
of the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  . . . The g r e a t  m a s s e s  of s m a l l e r  
g r a m m a r  s choo ls ,  on the o the r  hand, w e r e  p robably  hard ly  
r e a c h e d  as ye t  by th e s e  inf luences ;  w i th  th e m  La t in  g r a m m a r  
and com pos i t ion  r e m a in e d  the one and a l l - i m p o r t a n t  subjec t .  ^

^I b id . , 128; C o r d a s c o  i n t e r p r e t s  F r a n c k e ' s  educa t iona l  
s y s t e m  and m e thods  as s e n s e - r e a l i s m .  He s t a t e s :  "The  f i r s t  schools  to 
embody r e a l i s m  w e re  those  of the  P i e t i s t i c  m o v e m e n t  of H e r m a n n  
F r a n c k e .  . . The R ea l -S c h u le n  of G e rm any  ( la rge ly  as a r e s u l t  of 
F r a n c k e ' s  influence) date f r o m  the  middle  of the e ighteenth  century'. ' : F r a n 
c esco  C o r d a s c o ,  A B r i e f  H i s to r y  of Educa t ion:  A Handbook of In fo rm a t ion  
on G reek ,  R om an ,  M edieva l ,  R e n a i s s a n c e  and M odern  Educa t iona l  P r a c t 
ice ( P a t e r s o n ,  N . J . :  L i t t le  f ie ld ,  A dam s  & Co, , 1963), pp.  74-75.

^Ibid. ^Ibid. , pp. 128 -29 .
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The repu ta t ion  of the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  had  fa l len  to a 

v e ry  low ebb by the end  of the s ev en teen th  cen tu ry .  "They w e r e  r e 

g a r d e d  by tha t  age of cou r t ly  c u l tu re  a s  obsole te  and dying in s t i tu t io n s .  

V igorous  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  like L e ib n iz  and a lso  L e s s in g ,  kept away f rom  

th e m .  H ow ever ,  the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  had r i s e n  to a lead ing p o 

si t ion in the G e r m a n  w o r ld  of in te l le c t  and sc ience  by the end of the 

e igh teen th  cen tu ry .

It a p p e a r s  th a t  the M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  m ay  have had  the 

u n iv e r s i ty  of Halle  in m in d  when  he inc luded in the pa ten t  for the new 

a ca d e m y  a t  B a y r e u th  th a t  it  " r e g u la r ly  and thoroughly  t e ac h  and take 

advantage  of not only alone a l l  h ig h e r  d i s c ip l in e s  and s c ie n c es ,  but a l so  

the F r e n c h  language and E x e r c i t i a . a s  r id ing ,  fencing, dancing, e t c . ,  

in o r d e r  th a t  young people  of noble and non-noble  pos i t ions  m a y  become 

b a s ic a l ly  cu l tu red .

T h i s  g r e a t  change w as  b rough t  about by a new deve lopm en t  

p r in c ip a l ly  in two new u n i v e r s i t i e s - - H a l l e  (1694) and Gottingen (1737),  

w h ich  w e r e  soon followed by F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  in  E r l a n g e n  (1743), 

The u n iv e r s i ty  a t  H a l le ,  a  new e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by Wilhelm ina' s g r a n d 

fa th e r ,  E l e c t o r  F r e d e r i c k  III ( l a t e r  King F r e d e r i c k  I), b e cam e  "the 

f i r s t  m o d e r n  u n iv e r s i ty ,  i . e .  , the f i r s t  u n iv e r s i ty  in the m o d e r n  sense

^Paulsen ,  G e rm an  E d u cat ion , p. 116,

2
Aign,  F r  ie dr  ic h s - Ac ade m  ie , p. 8; F r i e d r i c h ,  M a r g ra v e  

von B ay reu th ,  P a t e n t  fur  Neue A k ad em ie ,  p. 2.
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of the w ord ,  not only in G e rm a n y ,  bu t  in E u r o p e .  " P a u l s e n  a t t r ib u te s

its  g r e a tn e s s  to two f e a tu r e s :  (1) " I t  a s s i m i l a t e d  m o d e r n  philosophy

and s c i e n c e , "  and (2) " i t  was  b a s e d  on a  new fo r m a l  p r in c ip le ,  tha t  of

2
f r e e d o m  of thought and t e a c h in g . "  P r i o r  to the founding of the u n i 

v e r s i t y  at  H a l le ,  the p r in c ip le  p r e v a i l e d  at  the P r o t e s t a n t  no l e s s  than  

in the Catho l ic  u n iv e r s i t i e s  th a t  the p r o f e s s o r s  p ledged  th e m s e lv e s  to 

hand down u n a l t e r e d  and  a pp roved  do c t r in e .  This  w as  the  c ase  not only 

in theology and philosophy bu t  a l so  in law and m e d ic in e .  The adoption 

of the p r inc ip le  of f r ee d o m  of thought  and  teach ing  com ple te ly  changed 

the c h a r a c t e r  of the u n iv e r s i ty .  " I t  c e a s e d  to be a school  of t r ad i t io n a l  

doc t r ine  and b e c a m e  the w o rk sh o p  of o r ig ina l  sc ien t i f ic  r e s e a r c h  and 

the p io n ee r  of t r u t h ,  taking the  lead  in  the whole  dom a in  of in te l lec tua l  

l ife.

T h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  a t  H a l le  a r e  a t t r ib u te d  w i th  the p r in c ip a l  

l e ad s  in d i rec t in g  the u n iv e r s i t y  on a c o u r s e  to g r e a t n e s s :  (1) C h r i s t i a n  

T h o m a s iu s  (1655-1728) ,  the  " in te l l e c tu a l  founder  of the u n iv e r s i ty ,  . .

. t h a t  g r e a t  h a t e r  of s c h o la s t i c  ph i losophy  and  'pendan t ic '  s ch o la r s h ip ,  

a thoroughly  m o d e r n  m a n ,  and  the f i r s t  g r e a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 'E n -  

l igh tm en t ,  ' who occupied  a u n iv e r s i ty  c h a i r ,  (2) August  H e rm a n n

1 2 
P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t i o n , p.  117. Ibid.

^ J o rd a n ,  G e r m a n  Educa t ion ,  p. 117.

'^Ibid. . no. 117 -118 .
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F r a n c k e ,   ̂ who " in t ro d u ced  P i e t i s t i c  theology into the t each ing  of the

G e r m a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  . . . im bued  the  p r e a c h e r s  and t e a c h e r s  of

2N o r t h e r n  G e rm a n y  with the s p i r i t  of p r a c t i c a l  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  " and  (3) 

C h r i s t i a n  Wolff, ^ "who w as  the  f i r s t  to found a s y s t e m  of m o d e r n  p h i 

losophy ,  a s  b a s e d  upon m a t h e m a t i c s  and n a tu r a l  sc ien ce ,  which  len t  

i t s e l f  to a c a d e m ic a l  teach ing .  . . . The fundam enta l  p r in c ip le  of th is

new a c a d e m i c a l  philosophy was  id e n t ic a l  w i th  the m a x im  of  a l l  con-

4
s i s t e n t  r a t i o n a l i s m  'Nothing w i thout  suff ic ien t  r e a s o n ! " '

P a u l s e n  c o m m e n ts  f u r th e r  tha t  the u n iv e r s i ty  a t  H a l le  " b e 

cam e  the f i r s t  home of a c a d e m ic  f r e e d o m  and a t  the sam e  t im e  the 

s t ro n g h o ld  of r a t i o n a l i s m - - f i r s t  p h i lo so p h ic a l ,  and l a t e r  on,  dur ing  

the l a t e r  p a r t  of the cen tu ry ,  a l so  of theo lo g ica l  r a t i o n a l i s m .

The u n iv e r s i ty  a t  G o t t ingen  w a s  an offshoot and  a  r iv a l  to 

the  u n iv e r s i ty  a t  Hal le ,  ■ F ounded  only s ix  y e a r s  p r i o r  to the  e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t  of F r i e d r i c h s  Univers i t 'a t  by C a r o l i n e  of Ansbach ,  a co u s in  of

W ilhe lm ina ,  ^ the Halle u n iv e r s i t y  developed  a p a r t i c u l a r  m e r i t  " in

7
sc ien t i f ic  r e s e a r c h  in the p r o p e r  s e n s e . "

S u p r a , pp. 160-61. J o r d a n ,  .G e r m a n  E d u c a t i o n , pp. .  118-19.

^S u p r a , p. 161. ^ J o r d a n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t io n , p.  119.

5
P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  E d u c a t i o n , p.  120.

^Cuthe l l ,  W i lhe lm ina ,  II, 89-
7

P a u l s e n ,  G e r m a n  Ed ucat ion ,  p. 120.
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J o r d a n  fu r th e r  notes  tha t  by the end of  the e igh teen th  

c en tu ry  a l l  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  w e r e  p a t t e rn e d  a f te r  Hal le  and G'ôttingen, 

bo th  P r o t e s t a n t  and C a tho l ic .  One of the r e s u l t s  of th is  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

w as  "the  s p i r i t  of m o d e r n  philosophy and sc ience  had invaded the teaching 

in a l l  facu l t i e s ;  f i r s t  of a l l  in  tha t  of phi losophy, which ,  for th a t  re a so n ,  

ga ined  the lead ing p o s i t io n  dur ing  th is  p e r io d ,  having been  h i the r to  r e 

g a r d e d  as ' the lower  faculty .

The  influence e x e r t e d  by the un ive rs i ty  a t  Hal le  i s  obvious 

in the c h a r t e r  for F r i e d r i c h s  U n i v e r sit'ât, which  was  g ran ted  by C a r l  VII,

E m p e r o r  of the Holy R o m an  E m p i r e .  This  c h a r t e r  s ta t e s  tha t  the new

2u n iv e r s i ty  sha l l  have the s am e  p r iv i l eg e s  as the un iv e rs i ty  a t  H a l le ,  

and  the s tudies  m ay  c o n s i s t  of  " g e n e r a l  s tud ie s ,  a l l  l i b e ra l  a r t s ,  and

3
a lso  s c i e n c e s . "  The c h a r t e r  f u r t h e r  g ra n te d  the f r eedom  of thought

4
and teach ing .  It is i n t e r e s t in g  to note tha t  of the e leven  p r o f e s s o r s  

fo r  the 1743 fa l l  t e r m  of school ,  only two of them  - - A n d reas  E l i a s  R o s s -  

m a n  and Johann  Got tl ieb G o n n e - -  both  of the faculty of law, had s tudied 

a t  H a l l e . ^

^Ib id . , p. 122.

2
C a r o lu s  VII, B e s ta t ig u n g s u rk u n d e , p.  4 (S u p r a , p. 95).

^Ib id . , p.  6.

"^Carolus VII, Be s ta tigung surkunde  , p.  8. 

^ E n g ieh a rd t ,  U n iv e r s i t a t ,  pp. 20-41.
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The or ig ina l  F a c u l ty  of Ph i losophy  at F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t

was  com posed  of th ree  O rden t l iche  P r o f e s s o r e n  supp lem en ted  by one

p r o f e s s o r  f r o m  the F acu l ty  of Theology and two p r o f e s s o r s  f ro m  the

F acu l ty  of Law.  The th re e  r e g u l a r  m e m b e r s  of the Phi losophy F acu l ty

w e r e  the p h y s ic i s t ,  J acob  Wilhe lm Hofmann,  the m a th e m a t i c i a n  G eorg

Wilhelm P o z in g e r ,  and the o r i e n t a l i s t  and p h i lo sophe r  Johann Sigmund 

2
K r ip p n e r .  Hofman,  b o r n  in ne ighbor ing  N ü rn b e rg ,  had s tudied law at

the loca l  un iv e r s i ty  a t  A l tdorf ,  then  s tudied  Wolff 's  m a th e m a t i c s  and

philosophy a t  M arb u rg  for two y e a r s .  He l e c t u r e d  acco rd ing  to

3
" Thum iggi i  i n s t i tu t ion ibus  p h i lo sophiae  W olf ianae . "  P o z in g e r ,  b o rn  

in the capi ta l  ci ty B ay reu th ,  s tud ied  ph i losophy ,  theology,  and m a t h e 

m a t i c s  a t  J e n a .  He l e c t u r e d  on Wolf f ' s  "E l e m e n t a  m a t h e s e o s  l a t i n a , 

a c u r s u s  ph i lo sophicus  acco rd in g  to T h u m ig 's  in s t i tu te s ,  e l e m e n t s  of

E u c l id ,  a lg e b r a  and pu re  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n a ly t i c s ,  po r t ions  of Seneca ,

4
and  the a s t r o n o m i c a l  s y s t e m .  " K r i p n e r ,  a p a s t o r ' s  son f ro m  Selb,  

s tud ied  th re e  y e a r s  at  J en a .  He taugh t  among o ther  sub jec ts  logic and 

m e ta p h y s i c s  a cco rd ing  to Wolff ."  Jo h an n  J u s t i n  S c h ie r s c h m i d t ,  P r o -

4 b i d . , 40.

2
Adolf S t r i im pe l l ,  B e r i c h t  l iber die F e i e r  des 150 J a h r i g e n  

B e s te h e n s  de r  F r  ie d r  i c h - A le x a n d e r -U n i  v e r s i t a t s  zu E r l a n g e n  am  31. 
Ju l i  und 1. August  1893 (E r langen :  Junge & Sohn, 1894), p.  21.

3E n g leh a rd t ,  U n i v e r s i t a t , pp.  40-41 .

^ I b id . , p, 41 .  ^Ibid.
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l e s s o r  o f  Law,  w as  a t  the sam e t im e  a p r o f e s s o r  in the Ph i losophy  

F a c u l ty .  He was bo rn  in Gotha and s tud ied  Wolffian philosophy f i r s t  

a t  J en a ,  then  w ent  to M ar b u rg  in 1730 to study d i re c t ly  under Wolff. 

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he went  to Le ipz ig  on Wolff 's  r e c o m m en d a t io n  to 

s p r e a d  the Wolff philosophy.   ̂ E n g leh a rd t  r e l a t e s  tha t  the Wolffian 

m e th o d  and his  tex tbook dom ina ted  philosophy at  the u n iv e r s i ty  until  

K an t ' s  philosophy began  to have effect .  It is obvious tha t  the F acu l ty  

of Ph i losophy  and the c o u r s e s  in philosophy taught a t  the opening of 

F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  w e re  "heavily  loaded" wi th  Wolffian p h i lo so p h y .

C h r i s t i a n  von Wolff w a s  s u r e ly  the " F i r s t  D isc ip le"  of 

Le ibn iz .  He had p ro d u c e d  in con junct ion with  Le ipn iz  and was  the m o r e  

im p o r ta n t  con t r ib u to r  of P h i lo so p h ia  L e ib n iz -W o lf f i an a . Wolff p laced

3
the m a s s  of ph i losoph ica l  ideas  into a t ru ly  sc ien t i f ic  f o r m .  He w ro te

4
in G e r m a n ,  and added new d e sc r ip t i v e  w o rd s  to the  language.

N a tu re ,  v i r t u e ,  and r e a s o n  w e r e  the t h re e  m a in  
th e m e s  of Wolff 's  specu la t ion .  He e m p h a s i z e d  the equali ty  
of h um an  na tu re  and dem anded  tha t  the p r e c e p t s  of m o r a l  
law be equal ly  applied  to a ll  c l a s s e s .  He c l a im ed  tha t  even 
p e a s a n t s  w e re  able  to r e a d  h i s  t r e a t i s e s  on logic .  ^

^E ng leha rd t ,  U n i v e r s i t a t , p. 32. ^Ibid.  , p. 176.

^P au l  H a z a r d ,  L a  P e n s d e  E u r o p ee n e  au X V II I^^^  S iec le : 
M ontesquieu  a  L e s s in g  (Edit ions  C o n te m p o ra in e s ;  P a r i s :  Boivin  e t  c ie ,
1946), II, 50-51; P a u l  H a za rd ,  E u r o p e a n  Thought in the E igh teen th  
Cen tu ry :  F r o m  M ontesqu ieu  to L e s s i n g , t r a n s .  by J .  Lew is  May, 
M er id iea n  Books (Cleveland: W o r ld  Publ i sh ing  C o . ,  1963), pp.  38-39.

4
C  W »  n T? d  f  ^  i  y »  y \  7  Q O

J. i. U X X  J  - i - v w  X V .' A  J .1 .}  ^

R einhardt ,  G e r m a n y , I, 360.
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Wolff s h a r e d  wi th  his  co l league ,  T h o m a s iu s  in the  u n iv e r s i ty

1
a t  H a l le ,  the honor  as the fa th e r  of th e  G e r m a n  E n l igh tm en t ,  Aufkl 'àrung.

His  philosophy  dom ina ted  the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  unti l  the publ ica t ion  of

2
K a n t ' s  " C r i tu q u e  of P u r e  R e a s o n . "  Wolff is g e n e ra l ly  c l a s s i f i e d  by 

h i s t o r i a n s  of philosophy a s  a r a t i o n a l i s t ,  or e x t r e m e  ra t io n a l i s t .  I t  is 

no ted ,  h o w ev er ,  tha t  he is  also c l a s s i f i e d  as a n  e c l e c t i c ,  ̂ and one w r i t e r  

p l a c e s  him a s  an e x t r e m e  r a t i o n a l i s t  w i th  the added c o m m e n t  tha t  he 

ap p ea le d  to e x p e r ie n c e  for h i s  reg iona l i sm ."^  A. Wolf d e s c r ib e s  

C h r i s t i a n  Wolff a s  an  e m p i r i c a l  psycho log is t  and en e c le c t i c  ph i losopher .  

He f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  tha t  he was:

F o u n d e r  of the s o - c a l l e d  philosophy of the en l igh tm en t  
in G e r m a n y ,  by h is  c o n s i s t e n t  r a t i o n a l i s m  (in the g e n e r a l  as 
w e l l  as  the ph i losoph ica l  sense )  and his  i n s i s t en c e  on the a l l -  
a ro u n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  of m a n  a s  the  a im  of a l l  knowledge and 
a ll  o th e r  h u m an  a c t iv i t i e s .  ^

H u b a t sc h  w ro te  about Wolff:

The  ac tua l  founder  of the methodology of the Aufklarung 
in G e r m a n y  w as  C h r i s t i a n  Wolf, who as  a s tuden t  of L e ipn iz ,  
a t t e m p te d  to c o l le c t  the loose  concep t ions  of the  Aufkl'àrung 
into a f i r m  s y s t e m  of a r a t i o n a l i s t  ph ilosophy of l i fe .  ^

^I b id . ^ R u s se l l ,  W e s te rn  P h i lo s o p h y , p. 595.

^A. Wolf, A H i s to r y  of S c i e n c e , Technology ,  and P h i lo so p h y 
in  the 18th C e n tu ry ,  T o rchbooks  (2nd ed .  rev .  ; New York: H a r p e r  & 
B r o t h e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1961), II, 775.

^A vey , H is to ry  of Ph i lo so p h y ,  p. 151; Supra ,  p. 5.

^Wolf,  H i s to r y  18th C e n t u r y ,  II, 690, 775.

^W a l te r  H uba tsch ,  Das  Z e i t a l t e r  des A b s o l u t i s m u s , 1600- 
1789 (B raunschw e ig :  Georg  W e s t e r m a n n  V e r la g ,  1962), p.  158.
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The  ad h e ren ts  of Wolff 's  ph i losophy (-whfether i t  is r a t i o n a l i s m ,  e m 

p i r i c a l ,  or e c lec t ic )  occup ied  the C h a i r s  of Ph i lo sophy  in the G e r m a n  

u n iv e r s i t i e s  for s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  and w e re  active in the e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t  of u n iv e r s i t i e s  and p ro m o t io n  of the u n iv e r s i ty  idea,  f r ee d o m  of

1
thought;  f r eedom  of r e s e a r c h ;  and f r ee d o m  to t e ach .

The c o n c e rn  w h ic h  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  had in the b e t t e r 

m e n t  of re l ig ious  and ph i lo so p h ica l  l e a d e r s h ip  among his  sub jec ts  is 

found in h is  in t ro d u c to ry  r e m a r k s  of the pa ten t  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

F r i e d r i c h s  A cad em ic ,  1742, w h e r e i n  he s ta tes  . . s o m e  of the s t u 

dents  do not r e c e iv e  a  suff ic ien t  fo r e t a s t e  fo r  the h ig h e r  d i s c ip l in e s ,  ,

. . we ge t  b a ck  m a n y  ig n o ra n t  and ineff ic ien t ' S u b je c ta ' in ou r  l a n d s ,

a l so  indeed c h u r c h e s ,  s ch o o ls ,  and 'D i c a s t e r i a ' (cour ts )  b eco m e  b u r d -  

2
ened  wi th  th e m .  "

S u m m a r y

Th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  of the influence e x e r t e d  by r e l i g io n  and 

philosophy which  co n t r ib u te d  to the d e c i s io n  to e s t a b l i s h  F r i e d r i c h s  

U n iv e r s i t a t  d i s c l o s e s  th a t  they w e r e  m o s t  c lose ly  a l l ied  to educa t ion  

f r o m  the t ime of the in t roduc t ion  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  into the t e r r i t o r y  which  

b e c a m e  the M a r g r a v a t e  B ay reu th .

^Smith,  R e fo r m a t io n ,  p. 349.

2M a r g r a f  F r i e d r i c h ,  P a t e n t  fiir A kadem ie ,  p.  2; s u p r a .
p. 7<̂ .
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The C h r i s t i a n  r e l ig io n  w as  in t roduced  into F r a n c o n ia  by 

Boniface  wi th  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the B i s h o p r i c s  Wùrzburg  and E ic h -  

s tad t  in 741, and the founding of n u m e r o u s  c l o i s t e r s ,  t h ree  of which 

w e re  lo c a t ed  wi th in  the fu tu re  H o h e n zo l l e rn  F r a n c o n ia n  lands  by the 

y e a r  817. The C h u r c h  he ld  a monopoly  on education th roughout  the 

Middle  A ges ,  the a im  of wh ich  was  not to tra.nsm.it knowledge and learn ing  

a s  it  is  today ,  bu t  to inculcate  b e l ie f  in the  doc tr ine  of sa lva t ion ,  o b e d i 

ence  to the C h u rc h ,  and faith  t o w a rd s  God. The c l e r i c a l  e s t a t e  founded 

m o n a s t e r y ,  c a th e d r a l ,  and co llege  schools  to c a r r y  out th e i r  educa t ion  

d u t ie s .  T r a in in g  in th e se  ins t i tu t ions  w as  p r i m a r i l y  fo r  m e m b e r s  of 

the  m o n a s t i c  o r d e r s  and to  p r e p a r e  s e c u l a r  c le rg y m en .  E v e n  the 

T r iv iu m  and Q u a d r iv iu m ,  the s e c u l a r  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s ,  w e r e  u sed  to 

f u r th e r  c l e r i c a l  a im s .

* The u n iv e r s i ty  m o v e m e n t  w h ich  a r o s e  during the th i r t e e n th

c e n tu r y  a s  an independent c o rp o r a t io n  of s tuden ts  and t e a c h e r s  was  

c lo se ly  t i ed  to the ch u rc h ,  as  the r igh t  to te ach ,  hold  ex am ina t ions ,  

and  con fe r  d e g r e e s  w a s  v e s t e d  in the sp i r i tu a l  a u th o r i t i e s .  The c u r -  

r i c u l u m s  w e r e  o r i e n t e d  to w a rd  the needs  of the  c l e r i c s .  Theology was  

the dom inan t  facu l ty ,  w h ich  taught a do c t r in e  l a id  down by the Holy 

S c r i p t u r e s  and the dogm a  of the ch u rc h .  In s t ru c t io n  in e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

law held  the p r i n c i p a l  p lace  in the facu l t i e s  of law, al though R o m a n  Law 

a cc o rd in g  to the Jus t in ian  Code w a s  a l so  g e n e r a l ly  p re s en te d .

Th is  s tudy shows tha t  dur ing  the la te  Middle Ages in the  lands
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of the M a r g r a v a t e s  A nsbach  and B a y r e u th  the c l e r g y  w e r e  in some c a s e s  

educa ted  p e r s o n s ,  even  D o c to r s .  H ow ever ,  the l e s s e r  c l e r g y  w e re  in 

f e r i o r  in  in te l lec tua l  ad v an cem en t ,  and  th e re  e x i s t e d  a n eed  fo r  the 

g e n e r a l  im p r o v em e n t  of s ch o la s t i c  t r a in ing  for the  c le rg y .

Phi losophy  taught  in the c l e r i c a l  in s t i tu t ions  w a s  cons i s ten t ly  

tha t  d ic ta ted  by the thoughts  of the C h u rc h  F a t h e r s .  August in ian  p h i 

losophy,  modif ied  by the C h u r c h  F a t h e r s , w as  domina te  th roughou t  the 

D a rk  Ages and  into the Middle  Ages  w hen  Aquinas  opposed  the August in ian  

P l a to i s m  and suppor ted  A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m . A quinas  he ld  th a t  theology and 

philosophy w e re  s e p a ra t e  in method. He r e i n t e r p r e t e d  the A r i s to t e l i a n  

philosophy to show tha t  the e x i s t en c e  of God could be shown by r e a s o n  

a lone,  and he in teg ra ted  i t s  p r in c ip le s  into S c h o la s t ic i sm ,  which  held 

as the  educa t iona l  philosophy unti l  the advent of the H u m a n is t s  at the 

c lose  of the Middle Ages .

The R e n a i s s a n c e  b rough t  about a p e r io d  of f e r m e n t ,  which 

re s u l t e d  in a r e - v i t a l i z a t i o n  of A r i s to te l i a n  philosophy b a s e d  on new 

t r a n s l a t i o n s  f ro m  the o r ig in a l  w o r k s .  One of the e a r l i e s t  humanis t  

schools  founded in G e r m a n y  w as  in the P l a s s e n b u r g ,  the  r e s id e n c e  

f o r t r e s s  of John the A lc h em is t ,  M a r g r a v e  of B r a n d en b u r g -K u lm b a ch ,  

in 1456-57.

C a s i m i r ,  M a r g r a v e  of B r a n d e n b e r g -A n s b a c h - K u l m b a c h ,  

ru le d  the Hohenzo l le rn  F r a n c o n ia n  lands at  the beginning of the  R e f o r 

m a t io n ,  and r e m a i n e d  t r u e  to the Catho l ic  fa i th  th roughou t  h is  re ign .
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The p r o t e s t a n t  m o v em en t  made  headway in the p r in c ip a l  c i t ie s  and the 

m o n a s t e r i e s ,  but the s e m i n a r y  a t  Feuch tw angen  r e m a in e d  loyal to the 

or thodox  p a r ty .  C a s i m i r  r u th l e s s l y  s u p r e s s e d  the P e a s a n t s  War in his 

t e r r i t o r y  and a s s i s t e d  theCathol ic  fo rces  in o the r  F r a n c o n ia n  a r e a s .

George  the P io u s ,  C a s i m i r 's b ro th e r  and s u c c e s s o r ,  e m 

b r a c e d  L u th e ra n i s m  and tu rn e d  to the new c h u rc h  fo r  advice and a s s i s t 

ance  in educa t iona l  m a t t e r s .  He in i t ia ted  loca l  s tud ies  fo r  educa t iona l  

m a t t e r s ,  su bm it ted  one of these  s tudies  to L u t h e r ,  and r e q u e s t e d  his  

r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  L u th e r  r e p l i e d  with  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  for the use  

of the income f ro m  the c l o i s t e r  p r o p e r t i e s  for su p p o r t  of  the schools  

and a lso  to e s t a b l i s h  an  in s t i tu t ion  of h igher  lea rn ing .

One author ity  r e l a t e s  tha t  a g r e a t  n u m b er  of c l e r g y m e n  

wil l ingly ,  half  w i l l in g ly , o r  r e lu c tan t ly  p r o f e s s e d  the new faith,  and 

o th e r s  r e l in q u i s h e d  th e i r  p o s t s .  He f u r th e r  s t a t e s  i t  is not r e m o te  to 

think tha t  al l  p o s t s  becoming v a c a n t  could  not be fi l led  w i th  educa ted  

p r o t e s t a n t  p a s t o r s ,  a condition  w hich  continued for som e t im e .  Lay 

p a s t o r s ,  even f rom  among the l a b o r e r s ,  w e r e  u s e d  to fi l l  the void,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the s m a l l e r  p la ce s .  An inves t iga t ion  of the m a t r i c u 

la t ion  in a u n iv e r s i ty  on the p a r t  of the  se rv ing  c le rgy  d i s c lo se d  only 

28 p e r  c e n t  in 1540 had pos i t ive ly  m a t r i c u l a t e d  and only 32 p e r  cen t  by 

1560. It w as  a lso  noted tha t  a n u m b e r  of uneduca ted  c le rg y  w e re  

appointed during the p e r io d  1556-1603.

The c o n t ro l  of educa t iona l  m a t t e r s  which  had h e r e to fo re



181

b een  a l m o s t  ex c lu s iv e ly  C h u r c h  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  p a s s e d  to the s e c u l a r  

r u l e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the new c h u r c h  continued to supply a lm o s t  w i t h 

out excep t ion  the t e a c h e r s  and r e l ig io u s  goals  w e re  p laced  high among 

the a im s  of education.  The M a r g r a v e s  of the A n s b a c h -B a y  re uth Lands  

dur ing  the s ix teen th  and sev en tee th  c e n tu r i e s  devoted c o n s id e ra b le  

p e r s o n a l  a t ten t ion  to the dev e lo p m en t  of educa tion .  S c h o la r sh ip s  w e re  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and a c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t ro l  of the schools  w as  e f fec ted  th rough  

the i s suance  of d e c r e e s ,  w h ich  de lega ted  c e r t a i n  a u th o r i t i e s  and r e 

spons ib i l i t ie s  to  the c h u rc h  c o n s i s to r y .  The s e r v i c e s  ava i lab le  f rom  

the r e l ig io u s  com m uni ty  w e r e  u t i l i z ed ,  i . e .  , the c h u r c h  suppl ied  the 

m a j o r i t y  of the  t e a c h e r s ,  the s u p e r v i s io n  of the sch o o ls ,  and the i n 

spec t ions  .

The s ix teen th  and  s ev e n te en th  c e n tu r i e s  w e r e  m a r k e d  by an 

i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  in  ph i losophy  and  a  h igh p rod u c t io n  of ph i losoph ica l  

w o r k s .  "The  Age of R e a s o n "  is  a  t e r m  ju s t ly  app l ied  to the e r a .  This  

w a s  the p e r io d  of such  p r o m i n e n t  p h i lo so p h e rs  a s  the e a r l y  m o d e r n  

r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  D e s c a r t e s ,  M a le b ra n c h e ,  Spinoza,  H o b b es ,  and L e ib n iz ,  

as well  as  the e a r l y  m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t s  Bacon ,  Locke ,  and B e rk e le y .  

B r i l l i a n t  a s  the e r a  w as  in p h i lo soph ica l  co n t r ibu t ions ,  educa t ion  did 

not benef i t  un ti l  the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  This  w as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t ru e  in 

the H o h en zo l le rn  F r a n c o n i a n  lands  w h e re  the L u t h e r a n  c h u rc h  he ld  a 

pos i t ion  of p re e m in e n c e  in the a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of e d u ca t io n a l  m a t t e r s .

The schools  r e m a in e d  into the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  under  the Melanchthon
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P r o t e s t a n t  h u m a n i s m ,  and l i t t le  change was noted in the u n iv e r s i ty  c u r 

r i c u lu m  excep t  in the Theology F a c u l ty  w h e re  the sch o la s t i c s  and the 

C h u r c h  F a t h e r s  w e re  r e p l a c e d  by the study of the Bible in i ts  o r ig in a l  

lan g u ag es .  The Quadr iv ium  and the w r i t i n g s  of A r i s to t le  r e m a in e d  the 

so u rc e s  of al l w or ld ly  w isd o m  d isp e n s e d  by the Facu l ty  of A r t s ,  r e n a m e d  

the F a c u l ty  of Ph i losophy .

F r e n c h  Huguenot r e f u g e e s ,  who w e re  g ra n te d  asy lum  in the 

F r a n c o n i a n  lands  by M a r g r a v e  C h r i s t i a n  E r n s t  during the la te  y e a r s  of 

the s ev e n te en th  cen tu ry ,  in t roduced  a s t rong  e l e m e n t  of C a lv in i sm .  

C a th o l i c i s m  w a s  out lawed by d e c ree  in 1711 by C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t ;  how

e v e r ,  e l e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  his s u c c e s s o r ,  G eorge  W il l iam ,  g ra n te d  the 

C a th o l ic s  in  B a y r e u th  p e r m i s s i o n  to hold public  w o rsh ip .  F r e d e r i c k  

r e fu s e d  p e r m i s s i o n  (1737) fo r  the C a th o l ic s  in E r l a n g e n  to e s t a b l i s h  a 

ch u rch .

P i e t i s m  made  i ts  ap p ea ra n ce  among both  the L u th e ra n s  and 

the R e f o r m i s t s  dur ing  the m idd le  y e a r s  of the seven teen th  cen tu ry ,  but 

did no t  a f fec t  the B a y r e u th i a n  lands  unti l  n e a r  the t u r n  of the cen tury  

under  the r e ig n  of C h r i s t i a n  E r n e s t .  Its in f luence  w as  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  as 

it w as  r e j e c t e d  by George  W il l iam,  h is  s u c c e s s o r .  H ow ever ,  i ts  in 

f luence was  again  in jec ted  into the l ands  w i th  the next change of g o v e r n 

m en t ,  tha t  of G eorge  F r e d e r i c k  C a r l ,  and again  r e j e c t e d  p e r s o n a l l y  by 

F r e d e r i c k  when  he a scended  to the r e ig n  (1735). N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the 

influence of  F r a n c k e  P i e t i s m  w as  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  in the p e r s o n  of E l l r o d ,
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the C o u r t  C hap la in ,  and F i r s t  P r o f e s s o r  of Theology in the new un i 

v e r s i t y ,  w h ich  w as  dom inan t ly  L u th e ra n .  L u t h e r a n i s m  w h ich  domina ted  

the r e l ig io u s  life of the  M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  was  a s t rong  su p p o r te r  of 

e duca t ion  and  a founder  of u n iv e r s i t i e s  under  the s p o n so r s h ip  of s e c u la r  

r u l e r s .

The ed uca t iona l  in s t i tu t ions  in G e rm a n y  during the  f i r s t  half  

of the e igh teen th  c e n tu r y  w e re  in a  p e r io d  of t r a n s i t i o n .  The r a t io n a l i s t  

and r e a l i s t  ph i losoph ies  w e r e  influenc ing the s ch o o ls ,  s o m e t im e s  s e p 

a r a t e l y ,  and s o m e t i m e s  as  an  a d m ix tu r e .  E v e n  F r a n c k e  added co n 

s id e r a b le  r e a l i s m  to  h is  r a t i o n a l i s m  in the e d u ca t iona l  ins t i tu t ions  

w h ich  he founded at  H a l le .  The schoo ls  m o r e  so than  the u n iv e r s i t i e s  

clung to the old m e th o d s .  P r i o r  to the founding of the Ha l le  u n ive rs i ty ,  

the p r in c ip le  p r e v a i l e d  in bo th  P r o t e s t a n t  and Catho l ic  u n iv e r s i t i e s  tha t  

the  p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  p ledged  to an  u n a l t e r e d  and app roved  d o c t r ine .

With  the advent of H a l l e ,  the f i r s t  m o d e r n  u n iv e r s i ty ,  c am e  the a s s i m i 

la t io n  of m o d e r n  ph i losophy  and s c ie n c e s  into the c u r r i c u l u m s ,  and the 

adoption of a  new f o r m a l  p r inc ip le  of f r ee d o m  to think and  f r ee d o m  to 

t e a c h .  T h e se  p r in c ip l e s  w e re  s t r e n g th e n e d  by Wolffian philosophy 

w h ic h  was  b a s i c a l ly  r a t i o n a l i s m ,  but b lended w i th  a touch  of e m p i r i c i s m .  

Wolff ' s  philosophy of the  E n l ig h tm e n t  dom ina ted  the F a c u l t i e s  of Phi losophy 

in F r i e d r i c h s  U n i v e r s i t a t  and  the o th e r  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  for s e v e r a l  

d e c a d e s .  The in f luence  of h i s  phi losophy is no ted  in the c h a r t e r  for  

F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  g r a n te d  by C a r l  VII, w h e re i n  it s t ipu la te s  tha t
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the new u n ive rs i ty  w il l  have the s am e  p r iv i l e g e s  as the u n iv e r s i ty  at  

Halle .  A s u rv e y  of the f i r s t  F a c u l ty  of P h i losophy  d i s c lo se s  tha t  it was  

domina ted  by Wolffian philosophy,  tha t  a l l  t h r e e  r e g u l a r  p r o f e s s o r s  in 

the faculty  w e re  Wolffian t r a i n e d  and o r ien ted ,  and the c u r r i c u lu m  was 

W olffian.

The evidence d i s c lo se s  tha t  the r e l ig io u s  and ph i losoph ica l  

fo r c e s  th rough  the ages  to the founding of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  

s e p a ra te ly  and co l lec t ive ly  suppor ted  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of u n iv e r s i t i e s .  

Th is  is noted to have been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t ru e  of th e se  fo r c e s  at  the  t im e  

of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the new u n iv e r s i ty  a t  E r l an g e n .  Both the 

L u t h e r a n s  and C a lv in i s t s  a s  well  as  t h e i r  P i e t i s t i c  fo l lowers  and the 

Wolffian ph i lo so p h e rs  w e re  s t rong  s u p p o r t e r s  of u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  as  e v i 

denced  by th e i r  ac tiv ity  in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of u n iv e r s i t i e s  and o c c u 

pa t ion  of c h a i r s  on the facu l t ie s .  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  announced his 

c o n c e r n  fo r  adequate educa t ion  in the se  two fie lds  in h is  p a ten t  fo r  

F r i e d r i c h s  Académie  when he s ta ted: " . . .  som e of the s tudents  do 

not  r e c e iv e  a suff ic ient fo r e ta s t e  fo r  the h ig h e r  d i s c ip l in e s ,  . . . we 

ge t  back  m any  ignoran t  p e r s o n s  and ineff ic ien t  ' S u b jec ta ' in our  lands ,  

a l so  indeed c h u rc h e s ,  schools ,  and  'D i s c a s t e r i a ' (cour ts )  becom e 

b u rd e n e d  wi th  them .  "
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The M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  G ov e rn m en t  and 
Its  Inf luence on E duca t ion

The p re v a le n t  doctrine ,  of g o v e rn m e n t  at  the t ime of the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  w as  a b so lu t i sm ,  which  in the 

M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  had b e e n  blending for some t ime into tha t  of the 

benevo len t  or en l igh tened  despot .

The th e o ry  of a b s o lu t i sm ,  wh ich  r e a c h e d  i ts  zenith  in 

E u ro p e  during the s ev e n te en th  cen tu ry ,  had i ts  o r ig in  in p r e h i s t o r i c  

t i m e s  when the t r i b a l  l e a d e r  w as  v iewed  as a r e i n c a r n a t e d  die ty .  D e 

scen d an ts  of the r e v e r e d  r e i n c a r n a t e d  deity w e re  c o n s id e re d ,  th e r e f o r e ,  

to be of divine d e sc e n t ,  and the th e o ry  of the divine r ig h t s  of kings  in 

a p r im i t i v e  fo rm  w a s  gen e ra l ly  a ccep ted .  The in t roduc t ion  of C h r i s t i 

anity s t r en g th en ed  the idea.  Definite co m m an d s  of St. P e t e r  and St. 

P a u l  added  to the b e l ie f  tha t  obedience  to the s e c u la r  au tho r i ty  was  a 

divine com m and .  " T h e r e  s u b s i s t e d  th roughou t  the Middle Ages a

^John Nevil le  F ig g i s ,  The Divine R igh t  of K i n g s , T o r c h -
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fee ling tha t  k ings  and a ll  au tho r i ty  w e r e  the v i c a r s  of God, and tha t  

r e s i s t a n c e  to th e i r  c o m m an d s  w a s , in g e n e r a l ,  a damnable  sin.  The  

h u m a n is t  m o v e m e n t ,  cham pion  of the G r e e k  and R o m an  id eas ,  " r e f l e c t e d  

c l a s s i c a l  po l i t i c a l  thought,  " and expounded s e c u l a r  a b s o l u t i s m . ^  The 

R e f o rm a t io n  not only p e r p e tu a te d  but s t r e n g th en e d  th is  concept,  and it 

was  p r e a c h e d  by both the C a lv in i s t s  and L u t h e r a n s .  ^

A b so lu t i sm  in the H o h e n zo l l e rn  F r a n c o n ia n  lands  had d e 

veloped g e n e r a l ly  in the s am e  p a t t e r n  a s  it had in the r e m a i n d e r  of 

P r o t e s t a n t  G e rm a n y .  The s u p p r e s s i o n  of the P e a s a n t s  War had s ea le d  

the fate of the p e a s a n t r y ,  a n d  the T h i r ty  Ÿ e a r s  W ar ,  along w i th  o th e r  

d e te rm in in g  f a c t o r s ,  s e t  the p a t t e r n  fo r  the nobili ty and the m idd le

c l a s s e s .  The M a r g r a v e  of the  B a y r e u th i a n  t e r r i t o r y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  the

4
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l - s e c u l a r  s t r i f e  as the  absolu te  r u l e r  of h i s  t e r r i t o r y .

The nobil i ty  w as  excluded (1539) f r o m  the consult ive  a s s e m b ly .  The 

Landtag  (Diet) fo r  the B a y r e u th  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  not com ple te ly  d is so lved .

books (New York: H a r p e r  & Row P u b l i s h e r s ,  1965), p. 18; B a r n e s ,  
In te l le c tua l  and C u l tu r a l  H i s t o r y , I, 358-59; G eorge  H. Sabine,  A 
H is to ry  of P o l i t i c a l  T h eo ry  (3 rd  ed.  ; New York: Hol t ,  R in e h a r t  and 
Winston, Inc.  , 1961), p.  392, c i t e s  St. P a u l ,  R o m an s  13.

^ F i g g i s , , Divine Right  of K i n g s , pp. 17-19 .

Z
B a r n e s ,  In te l l e c tu a l  and C u l tu r a l  H i s t o r y , II, 579.

^Sabine,  H is to ry  of P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r y , p. 393.

"^Brandt, S taa t  und K u l t u r , p. 14; R b s s l e r ,  F  r a n k e n , p. 
101; R b s s l e r ,  F r a n k i s c h e r  G e is t .  pn. 72-73 .
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but it  w as  s teadily  r e p r e s s e d .   ̂ F  rede  r ick  succeed ed  to  an  a lm o s t  

typ ica l  sm a l l  s ta te  a b so lu t i s t  g o v e rn m e n t  w hich  w as  c o n s t r u c te d  on the 

c a m e r a l i s t  p r in c ip le .  The v a r io u s  High D e p a r t m e n t s ,  w h ich  had d e 

ve loped  g radua l ly  f ro m  g o v e rn m e n ta l  nuc le i ,  w e r e  lo ca ted  in B ay reu th .  

T h e r e  w e r e  s ix  O b e r a m t e r  (High D e p a r t m e n t s )  and  s ix  s o - c a l l e d  

A m ts c h a u p tm a n n s c h a f te n  (p r e f e c tu r e s )  in B ay reu th .

The High D e p a r t m e n t s  a c ted  in a m a n n e r  of i n 
spec t ion  o v e r  the D e p a r t m e n t s  pos i t ioned  under  t h e m ,  
as  they a lso  p o s s e s s e d  c e r t a i n  ju r i s d i c t i o n a l  r ig h t s .
The High D e p a r t m e n t s  had the f inanc ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
for  the fees  and s a l a r i e s  of the co u r t  f a v o r i t e s ,  noble 
o f f i c e h o l d e r s ,  and  the o f f i c e r s .  The D e p a r t m e n t s ,  on 
the o th e r  hand, loca l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n s  had  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l ,  
po l icy  and  f inanc ia l  com p e ten cy ,  s t i l l  v a r io u s  d i f f e r en c es  
a l so  w e re  p r e s e n t .  ^

A h ighes t  g o v e rn m e n ta l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  b o a r d  w i th  f a r - r e a c h i n g  au th o r i ty ,

the P r i v y  Counci l  o r  C ab in e t  of M i n i s t e r s ,  w a s  p r e s i d e d  ov e r  by the

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  in B ay reu th .

The F r a n c o n i a n  H o h e n zo l le rn s  did not p rove  a s  adep t  in 

t r a in in g  th e i r  s ta te  of f ic ia ls  as t h e i r  P r u s s i a n  cous in s  in the  nor th .

T h e s e  off ic ia ls  r e c e i v e d  a  t r i v i a l  s a l a r y  and  v iewed t h e i r  pos i t ion  

s im ply  as  a p o s s e s s i o n  a cc o rd in g  to c iv i l  law, so f r equen t ly  a r b i t r a r y  

a c t s  o c c u r r e d  on t h e i r  p a r t ,  e sp e c i a l l y  the  i n c r e a s e  of fee s .  F r e d e r i c k  

even tua l ly  in s t i tu ted  r e f o r m s  fo r  h i s  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  " c o n f i 

^ R d ss ler ,  F r a n k i s c h e r  G e i s t , pp. 72 -73;  Brandt ,  Staat
und Kultur , p.  16.

2
Brandt ,  Staat  und K u l tu r , p.  15.
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dent ia l  p a s s i n g - o n e ,  s ev e re  nepo t i sm  'N e p o t e n - D e s p o t i s m u s '  (nepotic 

d e s p o t i sm ) ,  as  it  was  r e f e r r e d  to in a r e p o r t  f r o m  the y e a r  1793, to 

p r o f i t e e r in g  in a lu x u r io u s  m a n n e r . The continued  f inanc ia l  d i s 

t r e s s  of  the t e r r i t o r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  the  lack  of adequa te  f inanc ia l  accounting

2
has  b e e n  r e l a t e d  in p rev ious  c h a p t e r s .

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of ju s t i c e  w as  c lo se ly  connec ted  to a d 

m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  w as  not a hom ogeneous  o r g a n iz a t i o n  due to the s e p a -

3
ra t i o n  of c o u r t s  fo r  the v a r io u s  s o c i a l - e c o n o m i c  c l a s s e s .  The J u r i s t

F a c u l ty  f r o m  the founding of the U n iv e r s i t y  w a s  d e c r e e d  by the M a r g r a v e

as  S p r u c h g e r i c h t  (c o u r t  of j udgm en t ) ,  f r o m  w hich  the P r i n c e ' s  Counci l

would seek  advice  and to whom they  would  send  th e i r  a c t s  for judgm ent .

The  S p r u c h g e r i c h t  a l so  had  a n o th e r  func t ion  f o r  adm i t t ing  to the p r a c t i c e

of law, w i thou t  f u r t h e r  e x am in a t io n ,  th o se  who had a t ta in ed  the  Doctor

4
of J u r i s p r u d e n c e  o r  L icen t ia t .

All  p h a s e s  of life in the t e r r i t o r y  w e r e  s u b jec t  t h e o re t i c a l ly  

to the  d e s i r e s  and w ish es  of the  a b s o l u t i s t  r u l e r , and w e r e  c o n t ro l le d  

in h i s  n a m e  by  the b u r e a u c r a t i c  g o v e rn m e n t .  The  P e a c e  of W es tpha l ia  

(1648) d e t e r m i n e d  the s ta tus  of r e l i g io n  in the s ta t e ,  and the B a y r e u th

B r a n d t ,  S taa t  und K u l t u r , pp.  15-16.

^S u p r a , pp.  120-130.

3
B r a n d t ,  S taa t  und K u l t u r , p.  17.

"Englehardt ,  U n i v e r s i t a t , pp. 3 4 -3 5 .



189

C o n s i s to ry  becam e  su b se rv ie n t  to the M a r g ra v e .  Educa t ion ,  which had 

been  p r i m a r i l y  a r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  of the C h u rch ,  b e cam e  the d i r e c t  r e 

sponsib il i ty  of the s ta te ,  al though many of the r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  for its 

o p e ra t io n  w e r e  de lega ted  to the C o n s i s to ry .

M a r g ra v e  F r e d e r i c k  was cognizant of the lack  of adequate ly  

t r a in e d  p e r so n n e l  to effect ively a d m in i s t e r  the v a r io u s  offices  of the 

g ove rnm ent .   ̂ He tu rn ed  to the im p r o v e m e n t  of h ighe r  educa t ion  as a 

r e m e d y ,  by r e fo rm in g  and upgrading the ex is t ing i n s t i t u t i o n s . ^

The M a r g ra v e  F r e d e r i c k  of B a y r e u th  and His 
C o u r t  a s  an Influence on  Educa tion

The i n t e r e s t  and ac t iv i t ie s  on the p a r t  of the M a r g r a v a t e s  of 

B a y r e u th  and th e i r  M in i s t e r s  f r o m  the t im e  of F r e d e r i c k  I,  E l e c t o r  of 

B ra ndenburg ,  in the advancem en t  of educa t iona l  goals  and the p r o 

m ot ion  of the idea fo r  the founding of a  un iv e r s i ty  have b een  r e l a t e d  to

3
some ex ten t  in the p rev ious  d i s c u s s io n  of educa t ion  as  a soc ia l  f a c to r .  

The p e r so n a l i t i e s  of an absolu te  r u l e r  and his f av o r i te s  g e n e ra l ly  d e 

t e r m in e d  the co u rse  of the a f f a i r s  of s ta t e .  T h i s  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t ru e  

of ac t ions  p e r t a in in g  to in te rna l  a f f a i r s ,  excep t  p robab ly  in t im e s  of 

s ev e re  upheaval .  Two m e m b e r s  of the B ay r eu th  C o u r t  in addi t ion  to 

F r e d e r i c k  a s s u m e d  pos it ions  of l e a d e r s h ip  in the founding of the uni-

^ F r i e d r i c h ,  P a te n t  due Neue A k a d e m ie , p. 2.

7 3
" S u p r a , pp. 89-98. S u p r a , C h ap te r  II.
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v e r s i t y ,  the M arg rav in e  Wilhelm ina and Danie l  de Superv i l le .  Some

w r i t e r s  c r e d i t  these  two indiv idua ls ,  s e p a r a t e ly  o r  co l lec t ive ly ,  as

being the ac tua l  fo rce s  leading to the founding of the un iv e r s i ty .

F r e d e r i c k ,  M a r g r a v e  of B ay r eu th ,  was b o rn  in W efer l ingen ,

loca ted  in the P r u s s i a n  domains  w he re  the family  had moved a f t e r  th e i r

c la im  to the B a y r e u th  inher i tance  had been  r e je c te d  by the P r u s s i a n  

2
m i n i s t e r s .  He spent h is  boyhood at W efer l ingen ,  w h e re  "he w as  b rought  

up l ike a p e a s a n t ,  developing spor t ing  t a s t e s  and a splendid  physique .  .

. . A splendid  h o r s e m a n  and o v e r  bold ,  he often rode f ro m  B a i r e u t h  

to E r l a n g e n ,  be tween th i r ty  and for ty  m i l e s ,  in four h o u rs .  " He also

4
had a p a s s io n  for hunting and shooting and w as  devoted to bowling.

Wilhelm ina r e l a t e s  in  one m a n u s c r i p t  of h e r  " M e m o i r s "  

tha t  the p r i n c e ' s  educa t ion  was  e n t r u s t e d  at  f i r s t  to a  m i d d l e - c l a s s  

t u t o r ,  but l a t e r  when  the young P r i n c e  was  depar t ing  for h is  s tud ie s  a t  

the Geneva  u n iv e r s i ty ,  he w as  p la ce d  under  the charge  of a M. von Voit,

a g en t le m an  of good b i r t h .  ^ Another  m a n u s c r i p t  of W ilhe lm ina 's

Aign, F r i e d r i c h s - A k a d e m i e , pp.  6 -7 ;  B ra n d t ,  Staat  und 
K u l tu r ,  pp .  22-23;  Cut he l l ,  W i lh e lm in a ,  II, 89; F e s t e r ,  B a y r e u t h e r  
S c h w e s t e r , pp .  11-13; R b s s l e r ,  G esch ich te  E n tw ick lung , p.  101; Stein 
and  M u l le r ,  Geschichte- '  von E r l a n g e n , p.  129.

2
M a r k g r â f in  W i lh e lm in e , M e m o i r s  of F r e d r i c a  Sophia 

W ilhe lm  i n a , I,  325; S u p r a , pp.

^Cuthell ,  W i lhe lm ina ,  II, 5. ‘̂ Ib id .

^Markgrafin W ilh e lm in e ,  M e m o i r s  of  W i l m e lm in e , p. 181-
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" M e m o i r s "  r e l a t e s  tha t  h is  f a th e r  sent  h im to Geneva w i th  "a  tu to r ,  a

s imple  c o m m o n e r ;  a m a n  of g r e a t  p rob i ty ,  it i s  t r u e ,  but not capable  of

im par t ing  such  an educa t ion  a s  su i ted  an h e r e d i t a r y  P r i n c e .  H is  a l l o w -

1
ance w a s  so scan ty  tha t  i t  s c a r c e l y  suff iced for  h is  m a in te n a n c e .  "

J o r d a n  gives  a sl ightly  d i f fe ren t  v e r s io n .  He r e l a t e s  tha t  his f a th e r

had sen t  h im to A l td o r f  to study at the age of seven y e a r s ,  but b rought

him back  home to Ro thenburg  o.  T.  a s  he did not fee l  tha t  he could

m a in ta in  him th e r e .  L a t e r  he sen t  h im  to the un iv e rs i ty  a t  Geneva ,

w h e re  he s tud ied  fo r  e lev en  y e a r s ,  but it  a p p e a r s  tha t  h is  knowledge

2
w as  only m o d e r a t e l y  c u l t i v a t e d . "  B r a n d t  s t a t e s  th a t  "he had s tud ied

in A l tdorf  and Geneva , and b e ca u se  o f  h i s  a r t i s t i c  t a s t e s  cou ld  p a s s  as

3
a young F r e n c h m a n . "  R o s s l e r  w r i t e s  tha t  F r e d e r i c k  had gone o v e r

4
from the p a t e r n a l  P i e t i s m  to  E n l ig h tm en t  a t  A l tdo r f  and Geneva.

Cu the l l  a l so  w r i t e s  tha t

. . .  he spoke and w ro te  F r e n c h  and  I ta l ian  fluent ly .  He  loved 
a s t r o n o m y ,  and made  a  co l lec t ion  of N a tu r a l  H is to r y .  W il 
he lm  ina kept  h is  U n iv e r s i ty  note-book  of 1728 with  h is  g e o 
m e t r i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  in it. Fond  of c h e s s ,  1746 he s en t  for 
the famous  J e w i s h  p l a y e r ,  H i r s c h e l  B a r u c h ,  to  com e  and 
exh ib i t  a t  B a i r e u t h .  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  w as  a cc o m p l i s h e d

^M ark g râ f in  W ilhe lm ine ,  M e m o i r s  of F r e d e r i c a  Sophia 
Wilhe lm  ina.  I, 325.

2
J o r d a n ,  R e f o r m a t io n  G e leh r te  B i ld u n g , II, 142.

3
B r a n d t , S taa t  und Kultur , p.  7.

4^ . .
R o s s l e r ,  F r a n k i s h e r  G e i s t ,  p. 75.
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and a r t i s t i c  as  he was spor t ing .  He played on the f lu te ,
' c e l lo ,  and a s o r t  of bagpipes. ,  M u s e t t e . A s p e c im e n  which  
belonged  to h im  is s t i l l  to be seen  a t  Baire^uth.  He pain ted 
w el l  in w a t e r - c o l o u r s ,  and drew w e l l ,  making  his  own 
a r c h i t e c t ' s  d e s ig n s .  In a r t  a c o n n o i s s e u r ,  he could name 
a m a s t e r  a t  a g lance .  He has  a l so  b een  sur  n a m e d  the 
" A r c h i t e c t , "  the " B a i r e u th  A ugustus .

F r e d e r i c k  succeeded  to a g o v e rn m e n t  which  w as  outward ly

one of a b s o lu t i s t  th eo ry .  However ,  F r e d e r i c k  had  b een  won over  to

the E n l ig h tm e n t  and devoted m uch  of his e n e r g y  to  the im p r o v e m e n t  of

the t e r r i t o r y  and his  su b jec t s .  Stein  and M u l le r  r e f e r  to F r e d e r i c k  as

2
"a benevo len t  p r in c e .  " S e v e ra l  s ign i f ican t  r e f o r m s  fo r  im p r o v e m e n t  

w e re  in s t i tu te d  by F r e d e r i c k ,  am ong which  we re  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 

C o l leg ium  m e d i c u m , followed by a m e d i c a l  r e g u la t io n  in 1742; a l ife i n 

su ra n ce  a s s o c i a t i o n  in 1754; and the  p r o c u r in g  of u p - to - d a te  f i re  fighting 

a p p a r a t u s  in  1740. T h e r e  a lso  w e r e  i s s u e d  r e g u la t io n s  for the addit ional 

im p r o v e m e n t  of the public w e l f a r e :  (1) a pol ice  r eg u la t ion  c r e a t e d  a 

D i r e c t o r y  o f  P o l i ce  along the l ines  of the P r u s s i a n  s e n s e ,  (2) the gate 

to B a y r e u t h  w a s  d e m o l i sh ed  and the cap i ta l  b e ca m e  an open c ity ,  (3) a 

s an i t a t io n  foundation w as  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  d ra in  the v a r io u s  ponds in the 

n e a r  v ic in i ty ,  and  (4) new reg u la t io n s  p ro v id e d  fo r  s t r e e t  c leaning and 

l ighting.  B r a n d t  f u r t h e r  e x p r e s s e s  the t im e s :

A genuine feeling c o m es  to us out of the e sp e c ia l l y  
po w erfu l  s p i r i t  of the E n l ig h tm en t ,  as in the s t rugg le

^Cuthell ,  Wilhe lm ina,  II, 5.
2

Ste in  and M uller ,  Stadt E r la n g e n ,  p. 128.
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a g a in s t  the s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  in the r e f u s a l  of r e l ig io u s  
f a n a t i c i s m s ,  indeed s ide  by side w i th  the defin ite  r e 
j e c t io n  of the f r e e  t h in k e r ,  in  the p roh ib i t ion  of duels  
and indeed at l e a s t  an  u n - C h r i s t i a n  in s t i tu t ion  as i r -  
r a t i o n a , ^

C uthell  w r i t e s :

In 1736 the f i r s t  po l i t i c a l  n e w sp a p e r  w as  s t a r t e d  by 
the M a r g r a v e ' s  w ish ,  and a r e g u l a r  p o s ta l  s e r v ic e  run 
b e tw een  B a i r e u t h  and  C u lm b a c h .  A F r e e m a s o n  s ince  his 
Geneva  days ,  he fo r m e d  a Lodge a t  B a i r e u t h  w h e r e  only 
F r e n c h w a s  spoken.  A no the r ,  a G e r m a n  L o d g e , was 
s t a r t e d  l a t e r .  The f r e e  l i b r a r y  p lanned  by his  la te  fa the r  
w as  now opened ,  and in the a t t e m p t s  to im p ro v e  ed uca t ion  
we see t r a c e s  of the M a r g r a v i n e ' s  hand. ^

M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  g e n e r a l ly  m a in t a in e d  a pos i t ion  of s t r i c t

n e u t r a l i ty  in f o r e ig n  a f f a i r s .  Th is  was  quite  no t iceab le  in h is  pos i t ion

dur ing  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ' s ,  F r e d e r i c k  the G r e a t ,  conf l ic ts  w i th  M a r i a

T h e r e s a .  He did  take  a s t a n d  on the  e lec t ion  of th e  Holy R o m a n  E m p e r o r

in 1742, F r e d e r i c k  sup p o r ted  the cau se  of C h a r l e s  A lb e r t ,  the  E l e c t o r

of B a v a r i a ,  in oppos i t ion  to the A u s t r i a n  H ap sb u rg  can d ida te ,  F r a n c i s

Stephen of L o r r a i n e ,  the husband o f  M a r i a  T h e r e s a .  C h a r l e s  A lb e r t

w as  unan im ous ly  e le c te d ,  24 J a n u a r y  1742, as C h a r l e s  VII {Car los  VII),

E m p e r o r  of the  Holy R o m a n  E m p i r e .  He w as  g r e e t e d  by F r e d e r i c k  as

3
he p a s s e d  by B a y r e u th  t r a v e l i n g  incognito  to his co ro n a t io n  in F r a n k f u r t

^ B ra n d t ,  S taa t  und K u l t u r , p. 17.

^Cuthell ,  W i l h e lm in a , II, 20.

3Mar kg r af in  W ilh e lm in e ,  M e m o i r s  o f  F r e d e r i c a  Sophia
W i Ihe Irn i n a , II, 355.
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am  Main,  which took p lace  on 12th F e b r u a r y  1742. F r e d e r i c k  and

W ilhelmina ,  a lso  os tens ib ly  incognito to save  e x p en se s ,  followed them

a few days l a t e r  in o r d e r  to a r r i v e  at F r a n k f u r t  the day be fo re  the

2
scheduled co rona t ion ,  31st J a n u a r y  1742.

F r e d e r i c k  and C h a r l e s  VII p r e p a r e d  a t r e a ty ,  while in

F r a n k f u r t ,  which  would be se t t led  upon the M a r g r a v e  meet ing  c e r t a in

condit ions .  The m i l i t a r y  and f inanc ia l  condit ions  p roved  too difficult

f o r  the M a r g r a v e ,  so the t r e a ty  su f fe red  a s t i l l - b i r t h .   ̂ It is n o t iceab le ,

however ,  tha t  C h a r l e s  VII, one y e a r  l a t e r ,  g r a n te d  F r e d e r i c k  the c h a r t e r

f o r  a  new P r o t e s t a n t  un iv e r s i ty  which con ta ined  the m o s t  l i b e r a l  p r i v i -  

4
leg es .

The activ ity  by the M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  in the p rom ot ion  

of educa tion ,  th rough  im p r o v e m e n t  of the ex is t ing  schools  and the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of in s t i tu t ions  of h ighe r  l e a r n in g ,  has  been r e l a t e d  p r e v 

ious ly  and does  not b e a r  rep e t i t io n .  R b s s l e r ' s  c o m m e n t  r e g a rd in g  the 

in te l lec tua l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of the old c l a s s e s  is  equally  a p p ro p r i a t e  to

^Edith Simon, The Making of F r e d e r i c k  the G r e a t  (Boston: 
L i t t l e ,  B rown and Company ,  1963), p.  214.

2
M a r k g ra f in  Wilhe lmine ,  M e m o i r s  of F r e d e r i c k  Sophie 

W i lhehn ina ,  II, 356.

3Markgrafin  W ilhe lm ine ,  M e m o ir s  of Wilhe lm ine ,  pp.
4 4 0 -5 0 .

4S upra , pp. 94 -96 .

Supra , pp. 8 9 -9 8 .
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d e sc r ib e  F r e d e r i c k ' s  re ign;  " T h e re b y  the l ib e ra l  m in d ed n ess  of the 

new E n l igh tm en t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  c o n s id e ra b le  s e r v i c e s .

M a r g r â f in  Wilhe lmina  has  been  given much of the c r e d i t  for

the  founding of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t .  F r e d e r i c a  Sophia W ilhe lm ina ,

F r i e d e r i k e  Sophie W i lh e lm in e . w as  b o r n  3 rd  July 1709, to F r e d e r i c k

Wil liam I, a t  tha t  t im e  C ro w n  P r i n c e  of P r u s s i a ,  and his  c o n so r t ,

Sophia Doro thea ,  daugh te r  of G eorge  I, King of G re a t  B r i t a in  and his

c o n s o r t  and cousin ,  Sophia  D o ro th ea ,  the " P r i s o n e r  of Ahlden. " H e r

b r o t h e r ,  who is known as  F r e d e r i c k  the G r e a t ,  was born  th ree  y e a r s

l a t e r ,  24 J a n u a r y  1712. They spen t  the next seven y e a r s  to g e th e r  in

the n u r s e r y  and f o r m e d  an a t t a c h m e n t  th a t  l a s t e d  fo r  n e a r ly  a half  

2cen tu ry .

Wilhe lmina  r e l a t e s  about h e r  e a r l y  educat ion:

. . . M adam e von K onnke , wife of the G rand  M ai t re  de l a  
G a r d e r o b e ,  had the ch ief  s u p e r v i s io n  o v e r  our educa tion .  
M adame von Rocou le ,  who had brough t  up my f a th e r ,  was  
my b r o t h e r ' s  g o v e r n e s s ;  and the C row n  P r i n c e s s  gave m e  
into the charge  of Le t i .  . . .  It is n e c e s s a r y  to d e sc r ib e  
L e t i .  She w as  the  daugh te r  of G r e g o r i  Le t i ,  a monk. He 
had e sc a p e d  to Holland, w h e re  is known th rough  s e v e ra l  
w o rk s  which  he w ro te  t h e r e  by way of support ing h im se l f ,  
as he was  in g r e a t  p o v e r ty .  He had  not been  able to give 
his daugh te r  any educa t ion ,  so tha t  she had not m o r e  than 
c iv il i ty  in h e r  c o m p o s i t io n  than  is  g e n e ra l ly  m e t  wi th  in 
the Dutch.  H e r  c h a r a c t e r  was  co m p o sed  of a l l  the faults

^ R d s s l e r ,  "G esch ich te  Entwicklung,  " in F r a n k e n , II, 101. 

^Cuthell ,  W i lhe lm ina ,  I,  10.
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w hich  a r e  a t t r ibu ted  to the I ta l ians .  She was v e r y  c lev e r ,  
had a c q u i r e d  a good dea l  of knowledge,  and could e x p r e s s  
h e r  s e l f  w i th  e a s e  ; she w as  v e ry  vio lent ,  revengefu l ,  and 
of no high m o r a l i t y .  All th e se  fau lt s  she hid,  however ,  
u nde r  the c loak  of a p p a r e n t  p ie ty ,  w i th  which  she dece ived  
those  who did not know h e r  in t im a te ly .  Happi ly m y  good 
d ispos i t ion  w as  s t r o n g e r  than h e r  bad ex am p le ,  ^

Cuthe l l  w r i t e s :

. . . The Queen, l ike a t rue  g ra n d d au g h te r  of E l e c t r e s s  
Sophia,  d e te r m in e d  tha t  W i lh e lm in a ' s  p re c o c io u s  l it t le 
m ind ,  so wonderfu l ly  quick a t  abso rb ing  knowledge, 
should  imbibe someth ing  m o re  than  M adam e  de R o co u i l l ' s  
beauti fu l  F r e n c h  and Bible l e s s o n s ,  and L e t i ' s  e l e m e n t a r y  
g eography  and h i s to r y .  . . .

S t range  as it m ay  a p p e a r  to our m o d e r n  ideas  of 
t each ing ,  the m o s t  l e a r n e d  s ch o la r  in B e r l i n  w as  brought  
to pour  a  knowledge of u n i v e r s a l  h i s to r y  into the l i t t le  s ix -  
y e a r - o l d  m ind  a l re ad y  p r e p a r e d  with  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s .  La  
C r o z e ,  ^ an  e x -m o n k  f rom  St. G e r m a i n - l e s - P r e s , was 
l i b r a r i a n  of the R oya l  L i b r a r y  a t  B e r l i n ,  a v e ry  s tout  and 
w heezy  p e r s o n a g e .  ^

F r e d e r i c k  the G r e a t  r e c a l l e d  a f te r  L a  C r o z e ' s  death  tha t  

he w a s  a  p e r f e c t  "com pend ium  of knowledge.  " He p o s s e s s e d  a p r o 

digious m e m o r y  and " b e s id e s  F r e n c h ,  h i s  m o t h e r  tongue ,  spoke six 

m o d e r n  and th re e  anc ien t  l an g u ag es ,  w i thout  counting Slav and Basque  

d i a l e c t s ,  and  O r ie n ta l  to n g u es ,  inc luding C h in e se ,  w h ich  he l e a r n t  to

4
p le a s e  Le ib n i tz .  " W ilhe lm ina  a s s i m i l a t e d  h e r  l e s s o n s  f ro m  L a  C ro z e

^M ark g ra f in  W ilhe lm ine ,  M e m o i r s  of W i lh e lm in e , p .  4.

^ M athu r in  V i z y ie r r e  de l a  C r o z e ,  a pupil  of Le ibn iz ,  iden t i 
fied in C ons tance  Wright,  A Royal  Affinity:  The  Sto ry  of F r e d e r i c k  the 
G r e a t  and His S i s t e r ,  W i lhe lm ina  of Bfiyreuth  (New York : C h a r l e s  
S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons,  1965), p. 13.

^Cuthell ,  W ilhe lm in a ,  1, 28. ^Ibid.
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in h i s to r y  "with  avidity ,  being v e r y  l ive ly  and quick,  and 'having a d e 

lightful  m e m o r y .

Lé t i  p ro v ed  to be a t y r a n t  in h e r  dom a in  and r e p ea ted ly  

s t r u c k  W ilhe lmina  with  such  s e v e re  blows tha t  on some of th e se  o c c a s 

ions  she was i l l .  Lë^ti's behav io r  b e ca m e  so bad  tha t  she was  d i s m i s s e d  

in 1721 and M ad e m o ise l l e  von Sonnsfe ld ,  the Q u e e n ' s  second  la d y - in -

w ai t ing ,  was chosen  by the King to take  charge  of W i lh e lm in a ' s  edu-  

2
cation.  Sonnsfeld r e m a i n e d  w i th  Wilhe lmina  following h e r  m a r r i a g e

and acco m p an ied  h e r  to B ay reu th ,  w h e re  she p roved  h e r s e l f  the m o s t

loya l  of h e r  en to u rag e .  W ilhe lm ina  r e c a l l s  in h e r  M e m o i r s  tha t

. . . she taught m e  what r e a l  feeling w as .  I now did m y  
l e s s o n s  w i th  de light,  and began  to take an  i n t e r e s t  in 
l i t e r a t u r e  and read ing ,  w h ich  soon b e c a m e  m y favor i te  
occupat ion .  I had  an  E n g l i sh  and an  I ta l ian  m a s t e r  added  
to the o th e r s .  I w a s  we l l  v e r s e d  in an c ien t  and m o d e r n  
h i s to ry ,  geography ,  and the  f i r s t  p r i n c ip l e s  of philosophy;
I unde rs tood  m u s i c  thoroughly ,  and  I made  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  
w i th  m y  s tud ie s .  ^

The E n g l i sh  language  w a s  im p o r ta n t  in  the Q u e en ' s  p lans

for  W i lh e lm in e ' s  m a r r i a g e  to the B r i t i s h  C ro w n  P r i n c e .  The s e r v i c e s

of the  E n g l i sh  E nvoy 's  C h ap la in ,  a  D r .  Vil la ,  w e r e  s e c u re d  fo r  e ight

y e a r s  a s  an E n g l i sh  language tu to r  fo r  W ilhe lm ina .  Wilhe lmina  a lso

l e a r n e d  to play the h a r p s i c o r d  and the lute.  She was a lways m o r e  of a

h b i d . , I, 29.

^ M a r k g ra f in  W i lh e lm in e , M e m o i r s  W ilhe lmine ,  p.  37. 

^Ibid. , I, 33, 39.
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m u s ic a n  than  an a r t i s t .  ^

W ilhe lmina  w as  c o n f i rm e d  when  she was  f if teen  y e a r s  old.

The examinat ion  l a s t e d  fo r  t h r e e  h o u r s .  C u the l l  r e l a t e s :  "It has  com e

Zdown to us in  e igh teen  c lo se ly  p r in t e d  p a g es ,  and a ll  p ro v ed  by S c r i p t u r e .  " 

C u the l l  continues  wi th  the commeii t :

What  w onder  th a t  the to il  of l e a r n in g  by h e a r t  so m uch  
of d ry  dogm a  awoke a s p i r i t  of opposit ion  in the thoughtful  
young mind! N or  cou ld  the n a r r o w ,  in to le r a n t  s p i r i t  of 
the Halle P i e t i s t s ,  which  subsequen t ly  in f luenced  the B e r l i n  
C o u r t ,  have been m o r e  to h e r  t a s t e .  ^

W ilhe lm ina  n e v e r  lo s t  h e r  i n t e r e s t  in in te l l e c tua l  a t t a in m en t .  

H'ùbsch c o m m e n t s  on the r e ig n  of F r e d e r i c k  and  W ilhe lm ina  a t  B ay reu th :

"In t r u t h  it m a r k e d  the opening of a  new epoch  in the c u l tu r a l  and a r t i s t i c

4
life of the  s m a l l  B a y r e u th  P r i n c i p a l i t y .  "

G eorge  H orn ,  in h is  study of the f r i e n d s h ip  be tw een  W i l 

h e lm in a  and V o l t a i r e ,  w r i t e s :

W i lh e lm in e ' s  and F r e d e r i c ' s ^  f i r s t  a cq u a in tance  wi th  
V o l t a i r e ' s  w r i t in g  (which a d o rn e d  the f i r s t  ha lf  of the  e i g h 
te e n t h  century)  w a s  m a d e ,  w ithout doubt,  du r ing  th e i r  s e c r e t  
h o u r s  of study. . . .
. . . A f te r  a m o s t  l ive ly  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw een  the  C ro w n  
P r i n c e  and V o l ta i r e ,  fo r  a space  of four  y e a r s ,  the long d e -

^Cuthell ,  W i lhe lm ina ,  I, 44.

^Ib id . , I, 55. ^Ib id .

^G. Hlibsch,  P e r  F u r s t i c h e  L u f t s i t z  E r e m i t a g e  b e i  B a y r e u th  
in den T ag en  s e in e r  V e rgangenhe i t  (Bayreu th :  D ruck  und V e r la g  von 
C a r l  G e i s s e l ,  1924), p .  55,  my t r a n s l a t i o n .

^W ilhe lm ina's  b ro th er ,  the C row n  P r i n c e  F r e d e r i c k .
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s i r e d  p e r s o n a l  acqua in tance  took place at  the C as t le  of 
Moyland, n e a r  Wes e l ,  in the au tumn of 1740. . . . ^

V o l t a i r e ' s  s econd  v i s i t  followed quickly on the f i r s t .
On the 21s t  N o v e m b er  of the s am e  y e a r ,  he again  a r r i v e d  
a t  R h e in sb e rg ,  n om ina l ly  to r e p o r t  on the publica tion of 
the  "A n t im ach iave l l i ,  " but in r ea l i ty  sen t  by the F r e n c h  
C a r d in a l  M in i s t e r y  F l e u r y .  . . . ^
. . . the King one evening in te r ru p t e d  the i r  co n v e r sa t io n ,  
and  taking V ol ta i re  by the hand,  led him up to a lady with 
th e se  w o r d s , "I h e re  p r e s e n t  you to my beloved s i s t e r .

H orn  d e s c r i b e s  an evening at F r e d e r i c k ' s  c o u r t  during

V o l t a i r e ' s  and W i lh e lm in a ' s  v is i t :

. . , The King, who has  a l l  day sa t  brooding ove r  s e r io u s  
under tak ings  ag a in s t  the House  of H apsburg ,  now m a k es  
h is  a p p e a ra n c e .  The c o n c e r t  begins;  the King l e a d s  the 
M a r g ra v in e  to the p iano , and then tak es  his  f lute.  During 
the p a u se s  be tween  the d i f f e r en t  p ieces  the M arg rav ine  
holds  phi losophic  and o ther  d i s cu s s io n s  with  M aupe r t iu s ,  
A lg a ro t t i ,  J o r d a n ,  and  K e y se r l in g ,  but chiefly wi th  Vol
t a i r e ,  whose  soc ie ty  w as  so new, in te re s t in g ,  and invigo
ra t in g .  ^

^ F r e d e r i c k  su c c e e d e d  to the P r u s s i a n  Throne  on 31s t  May
1740.

2
F r e d e r i c k  had been  r e in fo rc in g  his  t ro o p s  on the Rh ine ,  as 

a c loak  to h is  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for  the s e iz u re  of S i les ia .  V o l ta i re  had b een  
s en t  to d i s c o v e r  F r e d e r i c k ' s  p lan s .  Wilhelmina  l a t e r  s e r v e d  as  an i n 
te l l igence  g a t h e r e r  fo r  h e r  b r o t h e r .  A chore  which she p roved m o s t  
p ro f ic ien t ,  even  to the use  of s e c r e t  c o u r i e r s  and codes .

3
Cuthe l l ,  W ilhe lmina ,  I I ,  64-65, p laces  th is  m e e t in g  on the 

f i r s t  evening,  21s t  N o v e m b er  1740.

"^George Horn ,  The M arg rav in e  of B a i r e u th  and V o l ta i r e ,  
t r a n s .  b y H . R . H .  P r i n c e s s  C h r i s t i a n  of Schleswig  Hols te in ,  P r i n c e s s  
of Ore  at  B r i t a in  and  I r e l a n d  (London: David  Scott,  1888), p. 1 7fn. , 
identi f ies  the following: P i e r r e  Louis  M o r rau d e  M au p e r tu i s ,  c e l e 
b r a te d  F r e n c h  m a th e m a t i c i a n ,  b o rn  1698, died 1759; F r a n c e s c o ,  Count 
A lga ro t t i ,  I ta l ian  phys io log is t ,  b o rn  1712, died  1764.
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How m any  in t e r e s t s  th e se  two have in common!  One 
can  a l m o s t  h e a r  the M a r g ra v in e  asking V o l ta i re  what he 
thought of his  r e l a t io n s  to the C o u r t  of V e r s a i l l e s ,  of Louis  
XV, M adam e P o m p a d o u r ,  and C a r d in a l  F le u ry ;  did he p r e 
f e r  L a c o u v r e u r  to C la i r o n  in t r ag ed y ;  whose  m u s ic  was 
the d e ep e s t ,  H a sse  or G ra u m ;  at  w ha t  r e s u l t  had he a r r i v e d  
f ro m  h i s  s tudies  of Newton; what w a s  h is  opinion of Wolff, 
h e r  b r o t h e r ' s  m a s t e r  in  philosophy, of D e s c a r t e s ,  whose  
views she s u b sc r ib e d  t o . . . , ^

V o l ta i re  d e p a r t e d  P r u s s i a  on the 2nd D e c e m b e r  1740, and 

W ilhe lmina  r e t u r n e d  to B a y r e u th  the following month .  She men t ioned  

V o l ta i r e  only once b r ie f ly  in h e r  " M e m o i r s , "  and th i s  in no connection 

with  h e r s e l f .

H o rn  r e l a t e s  tha t  a yea r  l a t e r  the M a r g rav in e  sen t  a  p r e s e n t  

to V o l ta i re  in  r e m e m b r a n c e  of th is  f i r s t  m ee t ing ,  and  that  it  was  a c c o m 

panied  by a l e t t e r  f ro m  D an ie l  de S u pe rv i l le ,  h e r  p r iv a te  s e c r e t a r y ,  or 

as  V o l ta i re  r e f e r r e d  to h im ,  "the ph i lo so p h e r  S u p e r v i l l e . "  H o r n  c o m 

m e n ts ;

Who w as  t h e r e  who w as  not a  ph i lo sophe r  in the 
e igh teen th  cen tu ry ?  P h i lo so p h y  w as  then  the fash ion  a s  
today the s c i e n c e s  a r e ,  as everybody  d e em s  h im se l f  well  
up in n a t u r a l  phys ic s  who knows tha t  f i re  is not a su b 
s tance  bu t  a  pow er .  In t h i s  m a n n e r  a ll  then be l ieve  
t h e m s e l v e s  ph i lo so p h e rs  who had no fa ith  in the b ib l ica l  
devil .  ^

H o rn ,  M a r g ra v i n e  of B a i re i i th  and  V o l t a i r e , pp.  17-18,  m y  
e m p h a s i s ;  p. 17 fn. iden t i f ie s  the  following: Adr ienne  D é co u v re u r ,  
c e l e b r a t e d  F r e n c h  a c t r e s s ,  b o r n  1690, died 1730; C la i ro n ,  g r e a t  F r e n c h  
t r a g e d i a n ,  b o r n  1723, died 28th J a n u a r y  1803; H a s s e ,  G e r m a n  c o m 
p o s e r ,  b o r n  1699, died 1783; G ra u n ,  c e l e b r a t e d  G e r m a n  c o m p o s e r ,  
b o r n  1701, died 1759.

^Ibid . , p. 19.
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The f i r s t  l e t t e r  s en t  by V ol ta i re  to Wilhe lmina  a r r i v e d  at 

B a y r e u th  in O c tober  1742; it w as  da ted  26th S ep tem b er  1742. Th is  

l e t t e r  conta ins  his e x p r e s s i o n  of a p p re c ia t io n  for the gift  and a lso  r e f e r s  

to some v e r s e s  which  he had sent  he r  but she had not r e c e iv e d .  He in 

cluded the com plim ent ;

Do me ju s t i c e ,  M ad a m e ,  c o n s id e r  how im poss ib le  it 
is fo r  me even  to fo rg e t  your many f a v o r s ,  and be l ieve  tha t  
not  only had I done m y s e l f  the honour of w r i t ing  to your 
R oya l  H ighness ,  but th a t  I would  have come to your coun t ry ,  
p e r s o n a l ly  to thank y o u - - h a d  fate p e r m i t t e d  me to under take  
so p le a sa n t  a jo u rn ey .  No, M adam e ,  I sha l l  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  
the P r i n c e s s ,  the P h i l o s o p h e r ,  the P a t r o n  of A r t ,  the 
a cc o m p l i sh e d  M u s ic ian ,  and the exam ple  of p e r f e c t  c o u r te sy  
and  affabil i ty .  ^

This  w as  the f i r s t  l e t t e r  of a long c o r re sp o n d e n c e  of a 

f r i en d sh ip  which  la s t e d  th ro u g h  the l i fe t im e  of the M a r g r a v i n e .  The 

l e t t e r  con ta ins  no o th e r  m en t io n  of philosophy nor  any r e m a r k  which  

m ay  be c o n s t r u ed  to have e x e r t e d  any influence on educa tion .

V o l ta i re  again  v i s i t e d  B e r l i n  in August 1743 and accom pan ied

2
F r e d e r i c k  the G re a t  to B a y r e u th  the following m onth ,  S e p te m b e r  1743. 

The  King t r a v e l e d  on to A nsbach ,  leav ing  V o l t a i r e  behind  at  the B a y 

re u th  C o u r t .  "The M a r g r a v i n e ' s  gues ts  r e m a i n e d  a fo r tn igh t  at he r  

C our t ;  it w as  the f i r s t  and only t im e  th a t  V ol ta i re  e v e r  was  a t  B a i r e u th .

^Ib id . , pp. 19-21 ,  e m p h a s i s  mine .

^Cuthell ,  W ilhe lmina ,  II, 90, p lace s  th is  t r i p  in 1744, which  
m u s t  be a ty pograph ica l  e r r o r .  O ther  s o u rc e s  and ev idence  p lace  the 
t r ip  in 1743.

■2
Horn,  M argrav in e  of  B a ireu th  and V o l t a i r e , p. 23.
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During  this v i s i t  W ilhe lm ina  " h e r s e l f  a c ted  wi th  V o l ta i re  at the Schloss  

th e a t r e  in R a c i n e ' s  B a j a z e t , playing ' R o x a n e , '  and V o l ta i re  'Acornat.  

H o rn  r e m a r k s :  "Yet th e se  d ay s ,  spen t  in  f r i end ly  and in te l lec tua l  i n t e r 

c o u r s e  w i th  W ilhe lm ine ,  shed  a pur i fy ing  l ight on the r e s t  of h is  l ife.

The in augura l  fo r  the new u n iv e r s i ty  was he ld  in E r l a n g e n  

a p p ro x im a te ly  a m on th  l a t e r ,  4 N o v e m b er  1743, "with  g r e a t  pomp and 

c e r e m o n y ,  which  l a s t e d  th re e  d a y s . "  Wilhe lmine  gave the th e se s  th a t  

w e r e  debated  during the c e r e m o n i e s :  (1) I t  i s  not to be denied tha t

m a t t e r  can  think,  and (2) I t is  by no m e a n s  é s se n t i a l  tha t  compound

3
things  m u s t  c o n s i s t  of unit s .

W ilhe lmina  w ro t e  h e r  b r o t h e r  on the 11th N o v e m b er  1743:

I have been  to see  the  inaug u ra t io n  of the un ive rs i ty ,
I have found i t  m u c h  i n c r e a s e d  in p r o f e s s o r s  and s tudents .
We have some v e r y  c l e v e r  people ,  wh ich  m a k e s  me hope 
the u n iv e r s i ty  w i l l  su cceed .  I w en t  by c u r i o s i t y  to a 
G e r m a n  debate .  It w as  on the d iv is ib i l i ty  of  M a t t e r .

"She adds tha t  the s p e a k e r s  w e r e ,  one ,  a fo l low er  of Newton,  and one,

of Wolff, and th a t  a l l  did w e l l ,  and without the usua l  p e d an t r y  of th e i r  

4
s p e c i e s .  "

F r e d e r i c k ,  the b r o t h e r ,  rep l ied :

^Cuthell ,  W ilhe lm ina ,  II, 92.

2
H o rn ,  M a r g ra v i n e  of B a i r e u t h  and V o l t a i r e ,  p.  23. 

^Cuthell ,  W i lh e lm in a , II, 95, 96.

^Ibid. , II, 95.
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I am v e r y  p l e a s e d  th a t  your  u n iv e r s i ty  has  a m u se d  
you. I t r e m b l e  to think how many  s a v a n t s  i t  w i l l  p ro d u c e ,  
and if they beg in  to dispute  about the d iv is ib i l i ty  of m a t t e r ,  
w ha t  m a y  they not a t t a in  to! But you wil l  have a c c o m 
p l i sh e d  nothing, my d e a r  s i s t e r ,  if the D u ch es s  of W u r t 
e m b e r g  has not a rg u e d  w i th  your c h a n c e l lo r  and  your  
p r o f e s s o r s .  ^

^  uthell  w r i t e s :

If the in it ia t ive  of the U n iv e r s i ty  was  not quite W i l 
h e l m i n a ' s ,  yet  i t  a l lowed h e r  for  the  f i r s t  t im e  to put h e r  
v iews into p r a c t i c e .  She fe l t  tha t  if the F r e n c h  she loved 
w as  the language of a r t  and c u l t u r e ,  G e r m a n  w a s  t h a t  of 
th in k e r s ,  and h e r  a im  was  to en co u rag e  na tive  in te l l igence .

Wilhe lm ina  and  Sup p e r  vil le [sic ] sowed the  seed  in 
F r a n c o n i a .  But in t h e i r  day ,  and for m any  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
the E r l a n g e n  U n iv e r s i ty ,  though i t s  a im  and i t s  guidance  
w e r e  good, lacked  m e n  and m e a n s .  I t  w as  r e a l ly  only 
in the n in e teen th  c en tu r y  th a t  i t  b e c a m e  s t rong  and i m 
p o r t a n t  a s  a cen t re  of p r o t e s t a n t  theology.  Bu t  th i s  w a s  
h a rd ly  the intention of i ts  f o u n d e r s ,  of W ilhe lm ina ,  led 
by V o l t a i r e  tha t  au tum n into the w o r ld  of thought of 
Newton and Locke ,  or of i ts  f i r s t  C h a n c e l lo r ,  Supperv i l le  
[ s i c ] . the m ed ica l  " p h i l o s o p h e r , "  who w as  at the s am e  t im e  
a pupi l  of the J e s u i t s  and a  C a l v in i s t ,  the h i s t o r i a n  o f  the 
B e r l i n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  and the opponent  of the B a i r e u t h  
P i e t i s t s .

B u t  W ilhe lmina  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a tho rough-go ing  
V o l ta r ian .  ’’’Like S u p p e rv i l l e  [sic], she did no t  u n d e r s t a n d  
by e n l ig h tm e n t  the w a tc h w o rd  of the  n a r ro w  school  of the 
E n c y c lo p a e d i s t s  e c r a s e z  1' i n f a m e , ^ bu t  r a t h e r ,  t o l e r a n c e  
and , as  i ts  f i r s t  p r e m i s e  in a  u n iv e r s i t y ,  the s e c u l a r i s a t i o n  
[sic] of s c i e n c e . ^

h b i d . , II, 96.

2
C r u s h  the in famy; down w i th  the in fam ous  s y s t e m  (s logan  

of D id e ro t  and  Vol ta i re ) .

^C uthell,  W ilhe lm ina ,  II, 9 6 -9 7 ,
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Wilhelmina  r e j e c t e d  the philosophy of C h r i s t i a n  Wolff b e 

c au se  of i t s  p r e d e s t in a t io n  and th a t  evil  could have been  c r e a t e d  by a

2
good god. H e r  b e l ie f  r e m a in e d  with  D e s c a r t e s '  f ree  will .

Cu the l l  m en t ions  ano ther  f a c to r  which p robab ly  influenced 

W ilhe lmina  in h e r  activity to s ec u re  a un iv e rs i ty  fo r  the  Margra .vate .

The ambi t ion  of the G e r m a n  p r in c e l e t s  of the day was 
to have a un iv e r s i ty .  A t a s t e  tha t  way r a n  in W i lh e lm in a ' s  
family .  H e r  g ra n d m o th e r  had founded Hal le ,  her  cousin  
C aro l in e  of Anspach , Gottingen. E v en  the lunatic  Duke of 
W e im a r  w a s ,  a s  F r e d e r i c  sa id ,  " m a d  for  u n i v e r s i t i e s . "
W ilhe Im ina 's  w ishes  now took a s i m i l a r  tu rn .  It was 
Supperv il le  [sic] who b e cam e  he r  in s t ru m e n t .  ^

Danie l  de Supervil le  was  born  of F r e n c h  re fugee  p a r e n t s  in

R o t t e r d a m ,  2 D e c e m b e r  1696. He r e c e iv e d  h is  f i r s t  schooling in

R o t t e r d a m ,  then had s tud ied  at  Leyden and U t re c h t  w h e re  he re c e iv e d

a law d e g re e ,  a f t e r  which he s tudied  m ed ic ine  and ana tom y,  "soon  made 

4
h im  c e le b ra te d .  "

Wilhelmina  r e l a t e s  in h e r  M e m o i r s :

The King took h im with  h im,  as  h is  f i r s t  doc tor ,  to 
P o m e r a n i a ,  whence his  fame soon s p r e a d .  He was  e x t r e m e ly

^Wright,  R oya l  Affinity,  p. 231, r e p o r t s  tha t  Wilhelmine had 
a con fe ren ce  w i th  C h r i s t i a n  Wolff a t  the u n iv e r s i ty  town of Halle  in 1747.

^Ib id . , p. 175; E l i z a b e th  B r a c k e r ,  M a r k g ra f in  Wilhelmine 
von B a y r e u th  und die Geis t ige  Welt  F r a n k r e i c h t s , Neue Folge Band 4 
E r l a n g e r  Abhandlungen zur  M i t t e l e r e n  und N e u e re n  Gesch ich te  Hsgb. 
von E r i c h  F r e i h e r r  von Gut tenberg  und Ludwig Z i m m e r m a n n  (Er langen :  
V e r lag  von P a l m  &: Enke ,  1940), p.  43.

^C uthel l ,  W i l h e l m i n a ,  p.  89 .

4
Sehling,  S u p e rv i l l e ,  pp. 5, 8.
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c l e v e r ,  had r ead  im m e n s e ly ,  and was  a g re a t  genius .  His 
c o n v e r sa t io n  was n a tu ra l  and p leasan t ,  he un d e rs to o d  how 
to joke as wel l  as  how to  be s e r io u s ,  but his im p e r io u s  and 
jea lous  na tu re  c a s t  his o the r  qua l i t ie s  and ta len t s  into the 
shade,  and m ade  him r id icu lous  to such  a degree  as not to 
be e a s i ly  fo rgotten .  ^

The M a r g ra v in e  b e c a m e  se r io u s ly  ill in 1738 and he r  b r o th e r  

sugges ted  tha t  she secu re  Superv i l le  f ro m  B e r l in .  She w ro te  he r  fa th e r  

wi th  the r e q u e s t  fo r  S u p e rv i l l e ' s s e r v i c e s .  The King com pl ied  but only 

on a t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s ,  which l a t e r  b e ca m e  p e r m a n e n t  upon a gift  of eight 

ta l l  so ld ie r  f rom  the M a r g r a v e ' s  own g ua rd .  ^ Supervil le  w as  su cce ss fu l  

in im prov ing  the hea l th  of the M a r g rav in e  ; how ever ,  it does not a p p ea r  

a comple te  cu re  w as  a t ta ined .  He a lso  s e r v e d  the M a r g ra v e  F r e d e r i c k  

as  h is  p e r s o n a l  p h ys ic ian .  He r o s e ,  as p e r s o n a l  a d v i so r  to the M a r 

g r a v e ,  to the h ighes t  c o u r t  p os i t ion  and influence,  as  w e l l  as C han ce l lo r

3
of the new u n ive rs i ty  w h e re  he w as  given b ro a d  p o w e rs .  P e r h a p s  the

h ighes t  honor  he r e c e iv e d  was th a t  V ol ta i re  r e f e r r e d  to h im  as  "the

4
ph i lo sophe r  Super vil le . "

A r e p o r t  on an  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  cou r t  would not be c o m 

ple te  without cons ide r ing  the n u m e ro u s  t r a n s i e n t  m e m b e r s .  The c o u r t  

a t  B a y r e u th  followed the usual p a t t e r n  of the t im e .  The C o u r t  of lyouis.

^ M arg ra f in  W ilhe lm ine ,  M e m o i r s  of W i lh e lm in e , p. 415. 

^I b id . . p. 420-421.

^S u p r a , pp. 91-97.

4
Horn, M argrav ine  of  B a ireu th  and V o l ta ire ,  p. 19.
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XIV, the "Sun K in g ,"  b e c a m e  the ideal and m o d e l  for the c o u r t s  in

G e rm a n y ,  even  the s m a l l e s t .  E v e r y  a t t em p t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of expense

in many c a s e s ,  was made  to copy each  face t  of the  m ode l .  The F r e n c h

language was the exc lus ive  language of the c o u r t s ,  and in m any  c a s e s ,

the f i r s t  language of the m e m u e r s  of the c o u r t .  F r e n c h  a r t i s t s  and

le a r n ed  m e n  w e r e  im p o r ted  to give the loca l  c o u r t s  the f ine s se  of 

2
F r e n c h  cou r t  l ife.

Cu the l l  p r e s e n t s  an accounting of the F r e n c h  influence at 

the B a y r e u th  court :

W ilhe lm ina  in h e r i t e d  F r e d e r i c k  I ' s  love  of splendour 
and m agn i f ic en t  c e r e m o n ia l .  H e r  husband  s h a r e d  h e r  t a s t e s ,  
and wide  as  poles  a p a r t  was the B a i r e u th  C o u r t  in h is  day 
and in  h is  p a r s im o n io u s  f a t h e r ' s  t im e .  F r o m  the m o m e n t  
of h is  a c c e s s i o n  he began to i n c r e a s e  his  s ta te  and h o u s e 
hold on the m o d e l  of V e r s a i l l e s .  Of c h a m b e r l a i n s  alone 
th e re  w e r e  tw e n ty - sev e n ,  and the M a r g r a v i n e  had  h e r  own 
s e p a ra te  household .  F o r  th e i r  cooks t h e re  w e r e  th ree  c h e f s , 
two head  cooks ,  four " m o u t h - c o o k s , " two r i t t e r  cooks,  a 
cook 's  h e lp e r ,  and  one r o a s t e r ,  b e s id e s  a h e r d  of  spec ia l  
a r t i s t s  in cu is ine  of both  sexes .  . . .

The  M a r g r a v i a l  love of d isplay was a lso  shown in 
the e l ab o r a te  c o s tu m e s  w o rn  a t  co u r t .  . . . C o u r t  d r e s s  at  
B a i re i i th  w as  s u m p tu o u s , m e n  and w o m e n  in heavy s i lks  and 
v e lv e t s ,  e m b r o i d e r e d  and l a ce d ,  the lad ies  t r i m m e d  with  
valuable  l ace ,  a lm o s t  s l e e v e l e s s  and v e ry  déco l le té .  The 
s k i r t  a s  s t r e t c h e d  out o ve r  wide hoops and va luable  jewels  
w e re  w o rn ,  as  F r e d e r i c k ' s ^ ,  t r o u s s e a u  shows.

^ B r a c k e r ,  M ar k g ra f in  W i lh e lm in e .

2
A d i re n  F a u c h ie r - M a g n o n ,  The Sm al l  G e r m a n  C o u r t s  in 

the 18th C e n tu ry ,  t r a n s .  by M ervyn  Savil i  (London: Methuen & Cq. , 
L t d . ,  1958), pp. 30-41.

F r e d e r i c a :  P r i n c e s s  E l i z a b e th  F r e d e r i c a  Sophia; b o rn  
30th August  1732; daugh te r  of F r e d e r i c k  and W ilhe lm ina  of B ayreu th ;
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The co n co u r se  of f o r e i g n e r s  at B a i r e u t h  w as  ve ry  g r e a t .  
B e s id e s  the F r e n c h  and  I ta l i an  a c t o r s  and s i n g e r s ,  the B a i r e u t h  
D i r e c to r y  m en t io n s  a r t i s t s  in  co lou r  and in stone and s tu cco -  
St. P i e r r e ;  R ic h t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t  and  landscape  g a rd e n e r ;  the 
s cu lp to r s  and  a r c h i t e c t s  G on t a r t  and Ranz;  the s c e n e - p a i n t e r  
G u issepp i ;  the d e c o r a t o r s  C a r lo  G a l i i ,  B ib iena;  the p a in t e r s  
G e r h a r t ,  P a v o n a ,  who pa in ted  the M a r g r a v e ,  R os l in ,  the 
p a s te l  a r t i s t ,  To re  Hi, Alb ini , A ndr io l i ,  B o s s i ,  Dold r in i ,  
P a u lu z z i ,  and the G e r m  a n - I t a l i a n  a r t i s t  Raphae l  Mengs .  The 
C o u r t  po e t s  and l i b r e t t i s t s  f r o m  the land of the I m p r o v i s a r o r e s  
w e r e  Ga l le t t i  and S tam pig l ia ;  the  c o m p o s e r  w as  B e r n a s c o n i .
The only G e r m a n s  connec ted  w i th  the o p e ra  w e re  two b a l le t  
m a s t e r s .

Nor  was  it only fo re ig n  a r t i s t s  who w e r e  e n cou raged .
The M a r g ra v i n e  has  to ld  us w ha t  she thought of the native  
nobil i ty ,  who had n e v e r  le f t  t h e i r  c oun t ry  and  could only ta lk  
of hunting and fishing. H e r  f r i e n d s h ip  w i th  V o l ta i r e  r e s u l t e d  
in an influx of F r e n c h  savan ts  and  o the r  f o r e i g n e r s ,  a r t i s t i c ,  
l i t e r a r y ,  o r  even m e r e l y  w i ts  and good company ,  on whom 
w e r e  bes tow ed  the h ig h e s t  C o u r t  o f f ice s .  The M arq u is  de 
M ontpern i ,  a g r e a t  favor i te  of the  M a r g r a v i n e ’s,  w a s  Deputy 
G ra n d  C h a m b e r l a i n  and  H ead  I m p r e s a r i o  of the p layhouse .
C ount  M i ra b e a u ,  uncle of the  g r e a t  R evo lu t ion is t ,  w as  made  
the  h ead  of the A cad em y  of A r t s  and S c ie n ce s .  The M arqu is  
Due hâte  l e t ,  a r e l a t iv e  of V o l t a i r e ' s  "divine E m i l i e , "  D 'Ad-  
h é m a r ,  the S e c r e t a r y  V o l ta i r e  s e n t  the M a r g r a v i n e ,  S u p p e r 
vi l le  [sic] , the Huguenot ,  w e r e  among the p r in c ip a l  f o r e ig n e r s  
on w hom to judge by the l i s t s ,  w e r e  be s tow ed  the O r d e r  of 
the  R ed  E a g l e .

Indelib ly  is the sp lendor  of th is  r e ig n  s tam ped  upon 
the cap i ta l .  . . . ^

T h e r e  w e r e  in addi t ion  to the above s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  e m 

p lo y e e s ,  a continuous flow of g u e s t s ,  v i s i t ing  nob les  some with  th e i r  

l a d ie s  and e n to u ra g e s .  Some of th e se  p ro v e d  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  g u e s t s ,

m a r r i e d  26th S e p te m b e r  1748 to P r i n c e  of W ü r t t e m b e r g ;  becam e 
D u c h es s  of W lir t tem burg  on a c c e s s i o n  of husband.

^Cuthell ,  Wilhe lmina ,  II, 154-55; see  a lso  B r a c k e r ,  
M a r g r a f i n  W ilhe lmine ,  pp.  41-74 .
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r e c e i v e d  off ic ia l  p o s i t io n s  a t  the co u r t ,  or  m e r e l y  " l ived  off" the cour t .  

O th e r s  w e r e  t r a n s i e n t  v i s i t o r s ,  but r a t h e r  r e g u l a r  in t h e i r  v i s i t s ,  e n t e r 

t a ined  ( f inanc ia l ly  m a in ta ined )  at  the  expense  of the cour t .

B a r o n  C h a r l e s  Lou is  von P o l ln i tz ,  b o rn  25th F e b r u a r y  1692, 

the  " G e r m a n  C a s a n o v a , "  w as  among the re p e a t in g  and d e p a r tu r e  delaying 

g u e s t s  a t  the B a y r e u th  C o u r t .  He w as  in the em ploy  of the B e r l i n  C o u r t  

a t  the t im e  of Wilhelm in a ' s  b i r t h ,  but soon a f te r  left  to beg in  his  

w a n d e r in g s  among the co u r t s  of E u ro p e .  Cu the l l  r e m a r k s :

C h a r l e s  von P o l ln i tz  w as  doub t less  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  in the baby; bu t  in y e a r s  to come he was  to b e 
com e v e r y  m u c h  so,  in the P r i n c e s s  W ilhe lmina .  B e tw een  
th e m  grew  up a r e a l  f r i en d sh ip  founded on m u tu a l  t a s t e s  
in a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  and the M a r g r a v i n e ,  how ever  c au s t ic  
she m ig h t  be about o th e r s ,  a lways w ro te  k indly  to ,  and of, 
h e r  "o ld  B a r o n .

W ilhe lm ina  w r o t e  a ffec t ionate ly  of P o l ln i t z  in h e r  M e m o i r s .

2. . . We r e c e iv e d  M. von Po ln i tz  [ sm ] , who had  b een  
sen t  by the King to e x p r e s s  h i s  sym pathy  w i th  us a t  the 
d e a th  of the la te  M a r g r a v e .

Th is  p e r s o n a g e  h a s  b e en  made  enough s t i r  in the 
w o r l d  to oblige m e  to m e n t io n  h im spec ia l ly .  He is the 
author,  of the m e m o i r s  which  a p p e a r e d  in h i s  n a m e .  The 
King h a d  h ad  th e m  r e a d  a loud to  h im ,  and  w a s  so m u ch  
p l e a s e d  wi th  the account  given of the  B e r l i n  C o u r t ,  th a t  
he e x p r e s s e d  a w i s h  to see  the au thor  again .  P o ln i tz  [sic] 
w as  a t  t im e  l iving in Vienna  under  the  E m p r e s s '  s p ec ia l

^Edi th  E .  C u the l l ,  A Vagabond C o u r t i e r :  f r o m  the M e m o i r s  
and L e t t e r s  of B a r o n  C h a r l e s  Louis  P o l ln i t z  (London: S tanley  P a u l  & 
Col. , ,  1913), I, 43-44 .

2 Spelling of the name is g e n e ra l ly  P o l ln i tz .  W ilhe lmina  
in h e r  M e m o i r s  uses :  M r .  le b a r o n  de P c ln i t z .  M a r g r a f i n  W ilhe lmina  
von B a y r e u th ,  M e m o r i e s  de la  M a r g ra v e  de B a r e i t h , (51®^® ed. ; 
B e r l i n  H e r m a n n  B a r s d o r f  V e r l a g ,  1910), p.  497.
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p ro te c t io n .  He cam e  to B e r l i n ,  w he re  he m a n ag e d  to 
in g ra t ia te  h im s e l f  w i th  the King and obta in  a s a l a r y  of 
f i f teen  hundred  t h a l e r s  f r o m  h im .  I had known Poln i tz  
[sic] v e r y  wel l  in m y  youth.  He w as  e x t r e m e ly  c lev e r  
and well  r e a d ,  and h is  c o n v e r sa t io n  w as  m o s t  a g re ea b le ,  
Although his  h e a r t  w as  not bad,  he had  no knowledge of 
the w o r ld ,  and no r ig h t  ju dgm en t .  He constan tly  s inned 
f r o m  in a d v e r t en t  h a s t i n e s s .  He was c lev e r  enough to 
r e t a i n  the K in g ' s  favour  a s  long a s  he l ived,  and m y  
fa th e r  s tood  by him to the l a s t .  We l iked Po ln i tz  | s i c ] 
v e ry  m u ch ,  and  the t im e  p a s s e d  p leasan t ly  in his 
socie ty

E l s e w h e r e  in h e r  M e m o i r s ,  Wilhe lmina  wro te :

We in tended s t a r t in g  on 27th J a n u a r y ,  when 
P o ln i tz  [six], who is fam ed  fo r  h is  m e m o i r s  and h is  
m a d  f r e a k s  suddenly  a r r i v e d .  ^

S u m m a r y

T h is  inves t iga t ion  of the g o v e rn m e n t  and the c o u r t  as an 

in fluence in the d e t e r m in a t io n  of M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  to e s t a b l i s h  a  un i 

v e r s i t y  d i s c l o s e s  th a t  the p r e v a l e n t  fo rm  of g o v e rn m en t  in e x i s t en ce  

th roughou t  E u rope  w a s  one of a b s o lu t i sm ,  which was  in the p r o c e s s  of 

b lending  into th a t  of the benevo len t  despo t .  The g o v e rn m e n t  of M a r -  

g r a v a te  B a y r e u th  dur ing  the r e i g n  of F r e d e r i c k  was a b so lu t i s t  in fo rm ,  

but unde r  h is  "En l igh tened"  l e a d e r s h i p  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  b e cam e  one of 

b e n e v o l e n c e .

The e f f ic ien t  functioning of his gov e rn m en t  depended upon

8 2 .
^Margraf in  W ilhe lm in e ,  M e m o i r s  of  W ilhe lm ine ,  pp. 381-

^Ib id . , p.  441.
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th rough  n e c e s s i t y  w e re  r e c r u i t e d  f r o m  outs ide  the  m a r g r a v a t e  to  fil l the 

h igher  and re spons ib le  pos i t ions .  F r e d e r i c k ,  in o r d e r  to r e d u c e  the 

p re v a le n t  p r a c t i c e  of m a l f e a s a n c e  and the inadequate  p e r f o r m a n c e  of 

govermneri ta l  functions ,  d e t e r m in e d  to im prove  the ex is t ing  schools  and 

to e s t a b l i s h  an  ins t i tu t ion  of h igher  l e a r n in g  fo r  the t r a in in g  of the native 

sons ,  a s  he so explic it ly  s ta ted  in the founding docum ent  fo r  F r i e d r i c h s -  

A cadem ie ,

F r e d e r i c k  w a s  won ove r  to  the E n l ig h tm e n t  dur ing  h is  un i 

v e r s i t y  days in Geneva,  and upon h is  s u c c e s s io n  ins t i tu ted  r e f o r m s  in 

g o v e rn m e n ta l  s t r u c t u r e  and publ ic  w e l fa re .

W ilhe lmina ,  his c o n so r t ,  a ch i ld  of " F r e n c h  s p i r i t "  and of 

the En l ig h tm en t ,  w a s  imbued  w i th  a p a s s io n  fo r  c u l tu re .  She w as  deeply 

i n t e r e s t e d  in philosophy and b e ca m e  a l i fe long f r ien d  and c o r r e s p o n d e n t  

w i th  V o l t a i r e .  She did not b eco m e  a V o l ta r ian ,  n o r  did she e m b r a c e  the 

Wolffian philosophy as did h e r  b r o t h e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  the G re a t ,  but he ld  

with  D e s c a r t e s .  She did not l im i t  h e r  i n t e r e s t s  to philosophy bu t  e m 

b r a c e d  a ll  c u l tu re  and  m a in ta in e d  an exqu is i te  c o u r t  a f t e r  the F r e n c h  

p a t t e r n ,  wh ich  undoubtedly p la ce d  an e n o r m o u s  expense  on the s m a l l  

m a r g r a v a t e .

It w as  the "fad"  at  th is  t im e  for the n u m e ro u s  sm a l l  G e rm a n  

s ta t e s  to have th e i r  own u n iv e r s i ty .  It w a s ,  how ever ,  only n a t u r a l  tha t  

W ilhe lm ina  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in e s ta b l i sh in g  a un iv e rs i ty  in h e r  l ands .  In
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addit ion  to h e r  i n t e r e s t  in the in te l lec tua l ,  her  family  had a long p r e c e 

dent for founding u n iv e r s i t i e s .

Danie l  de S upe rv i l le ,  Wilhelm ina 's  p e r s o n a l  phys ic ian  e d u 

cated  in law and m e d ic in e ,  a t t a ined  the h ighes t  r a n k  in the M a r g r a v e ' s  

c o u r t ,  was  a d v iso r  to the M a r g r a v e  on educa t iona l  m a t t e r s ,  w as  act ive  

in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of F r i e d r i c h s - A c  adem ie , b e c a m e  its  D i r e c t o r ,  then 

a s s i s t e d  F r e d e r i c k  in his p lans  for  the  u n iv e r s i ty  and b e ca m e  its  f i r s t  

C h an c e l lo r .

T h e re  w as  a defin ite  need  on the p a r t  of the g o v e rn m e n t  of 

the M a r g ra v a te  B a y r e u th  fo r  an  im p ro v ed  e duca t iona l  s y s te m  for i t s  

sub jec t s  in o r d e r  tha t  an  adequate  supply of t r a i n e d  and com peten t  

p e r s o n n e l  be available  for the g o v e rn m e n ta l  functions  in c h u rc h e s ,  

s choo ls ,  and b u r e a u s .  The p r in c ip a l  m e m b e r s  of the c o u r t  a t  B a y r e u th  

w e r e  active  in c u l tu ra l  m a t t e r s  and sup p o r ted  in te l lec tua l  advancem ent .



C HAP TER  VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

C .......e > U i i i n A c t x  y

The p re c e d in g  inves t ig a t io n  of the deve lopm en t  of educa t ion  

in the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u t h  d i s c lo se s  th a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  f ro m  an e a r ly  

t ime  an i n t e r e s t  in s c h o la r ly  l e a r n in g ,  wh ich  s t e m m e d  f r o m  the co u r t ,  

the m o n a s t e r i e s ,  the c h u r c h  in g e n e r a l ,  the c i t i e s ,  and the nobil i ty .

It is ev iden t  tha t  the M a r g r a v e s  f r o m  the t im e  of F r e d e r i c k  

I, the E l e c t o r  of B ra n d e n b u r g ,  took an  ac tive  i n t e r e s t  and often p e r s o n a l ly  

p a r t i c ip a t e d  in the s ch o la r ly  l ife and in the i m p r o v e m e n t  of educa t ion  far 

th e i r  su b jec t s ,  even  in the face  of e x t r e m e  a d v e r s i t i e s .  The M a r g r a v e s  

g a th e r e d  into th e i r  s e r v i c e s  l e a r n e d  s c h o la r s  f r o m  within and f r o m  w i th 

out th e i r  l ands ,  who, in add i t ion  to t h e i r  spec i f ic  du t ie s ,  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in 

the f u r th e r a n c e  of ed u ca t iona l  m a t t e r s .

The schools  of the M a r g r a v a t e  in con fo rm ance  wi th  the 

p a t t e r n  of the t i m e s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  in the p rov ince  of the c le rg y  until  

the R e f o rm a t io n ,  following w h ich  the P r o t e s t a n t  s e c u la r  r u l e r s  a s s u m e d  

the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  The r u l e r  of the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  w as  r e lu c ta n t  

to b re a k  w i th  the E m p e r o r  of the Holy R o m a n  E m p i r e  and did not has t i ly

212
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e n te r  the P r o t e s t a n t  camp.

U n iv e rs i ty  a t tendance  by the youth of the M a r g r a v a t e  th rough  

the di ff icult  R e fo rm a t io n  E r a ,  which  shows a r e c o v e r y  a t  a r a te  g r e a t e r  

than  the g e n e r a l  a t t endance  a t  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and an i n c r e a s e  by 

1560 to a l ev e l  above that  of the Middle A g es .  The incentive  to e s tah i i  mb 

a u n iv e r s i ty  in the P r o t e s t a n t  F r a n c o n i a n  lands  s tem s  f rom the inqu iry  

r e g a rd in g  church ,  s ta te ,  and e d u ca t io n a l  m a t t e r s  by M a r g r a v e  George  

the P ious  to M a r t in  L u th e r  and his rep ly  in 15 29. T h e re  w a s ,  following 

the r e c i p t  of L u t h e r ' s  rep ly ,  an a l m o s t  continuous  s tr iv ing  to im prove  

educa t io n  and to e s t a b l i s h  a u n iv e r s i ty  in the M a r g ra v a te  l a n d s .  The 

fa i lu re  of some of the e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s  to e s t a b l i s h  a genuine  un iv e rs i ty  

cu lm in a ted  in the founding of ins t i tu t ions  of h ighe r  lea rn in g  a t  a l e s s e r  

leve l .  The im p r o v e m e n t  and expans ion  of the lower schoo ls  and the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c a d e m i e s ,  g y m n a s i u m s ,  and s i m i l a r  in s t i tu t ions  

p ro v id ed  an im p r o v e m e n t  in educa t ion .

It a p p e a r s  tha t  the f u r t h e r a n c e  of educa t ion  a t  one level  

s e r v e d  as an incentive  for a d v a n c e m e n t  at  o the r  l ev e l s .  The ac t iv i t ie s  

of the l e a r n e d  gen t lem en  at  c o u r t  on behal f  of education m a y  be indica tive  

of the fo rce  of educa t ion  to p ro p a g a te  i t s e l f .  The continuous i m p r o v e 

m e n t  of educa t ion ,  in c r e a s e  of educa t iona l  o p p or tun i t ie s ,  and the e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  of in s t i tu t ions  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  m ay  be c o n s id e re d  a  fo rce  

leading  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the un ive rs i ty .

The inves t iga t ion  of the econom ic  s t ru c tu r e  of the M a r g r a v a t e
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B a y r e u th  d i s c l o s e s  tha t  a s s e t s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l tu r a l ,  genera l ly  

suff ic ien t  fo r  home consum pt ion  w i th  a s m a l l  ba lance  of some few p r o 

ducts  ava i lab le  for  ex p or ta t ion .  T h e r e  w as  a lso  a v e ry  sm a l l  p roduc t ion  

f rom  the m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and a budding s t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d  indus t ry .

The dem ands  upon th is  land w h ich  was  "not e x c e s s iv e ly  r i c h  by na ture  

, . . did not c o r r e s p o n d  to the scan ty  income of the sm a l l  l a n d . "  E x 

c e s s iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of public  bu i ld ings ,  m a l f e a s a n c e ,  and ineff ic ient  

m a n a g e m e n t  by a l a rg e  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  and the m a in tenance  of an exquis i te  

c o u r t  fo rce d  the land  f u r t h e r  and f u r th e r  into debt.  The dem ands  upon 

the econom y f a r  exceeded  the a s s e t s .

The E r l a n g e n  p e t i t io n  of 1718 req u es t in g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of a local  u n iv e r s i t y  e x p r e s s e s  not only an  i n t e r e s t  in h igher  educa t ion  

but a l so  e x p r e s s e s  an i n t e r e s t  in  the f inancia l  advan tages  to be gained 

by r e ta in in g  the  s c h o la r s h ip  e x p en d i tu re s  in the hom eland  and by r e c e ip t  

of incom e f r o m  the v is i t ing  fo re ig n  s tuden ts .

The evidence in d ica tes  the need  fo r  a d ju s tm en t  and r e f o r m  

and the need  fo r  adequate ly  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  in a g r i c u l t u r e ,  indus t ry ,  

e conom ic  m a n a g e m e n t ,  and a ll  p h a s e s  of g o v e rn m e n t  c o n ce rn e d  with  

f inances ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  accounting and con t ro l .

R e l ig io n  and ph i losophy ,  two c lo se ly  r e l a t e d  so c ia l  f o r c e s ,  

d ic ta ted  the c o u r s e  of cu l tu re  f r o m  the e a r l i e s t  t i m e s .  The C h u rc h  

sup p o r ted  by the C h r i s t i a n  phi losophy con t ro l led  educa t ion  throughout 

the Middle A ges .  It d ic ta ted  the a im s ,  the cur  r i c u l u m s , the m e thods ,
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the type of educational in s t i tu t ions ,  and the ex ten t  of schooling one 

a t ta ined .  The un ive rs i ty  m o v e m e n t  which  a r o s e  in the th i r t e e n th  

cen tu ry ,  as  an independent m o v e m e n t ,  w as  c lose ly  t ied  to the C h u r c h  

which  con t ro l led  the p r in c ip a l  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  m a t t e r s .  S ch o la s t i c i sm  

dom ina ted  the c u r r i c u lu m  and the ch ie f  a im  of the ins ti tu tion  w as  the 

p roduc t ion  of c le rg y m en .  The R en a i s s a n c e  b rough t  a r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  of 

A r i s to t e l i a n  philosophy into the C h u r c h  and the schoo ls .  One of the 

e a r l i e s t  hum anis t ic  schools  in G e rm a n y  w as  founded by John the A l 

c h e m i s t ,  M ar g rav e  of B r a n d e n b u r g -K u lm b a c h  in his  f o r t r e s s  c a s t l e ,  

P l a s s e n b u r g .

The R e fo rm a t io n  b ro u g h t  about a need fo r  the t r a in in g  of 

P r o t e s t a n t  c le rg y m en .  A g r e a t  n u m b e r  of the c l e r g y m e n  in the M a r 

g rava te  p r o f e s s e d  the new faith ;  how ever ,  th e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t ed  a sho r tage  

of t r a in e d  c le rg y m en .  Lay p a s t o r s ,  even f rom  among the l a b o r e r s ,  

w e re  u sed  to fi l l  the void.

The contro l  of educa t iona l  m a t t e r s  which had h e r e to fo re  

b e e n  a lm o s t  exclus ive ly  the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of the C h u rc h  p a s s e d  to the 

s e c u la r  r u l e r s .  The M a r g r a v e s  of the A n s b a c h -B a y r e u th  lands  took an 

ac t ive  i n t e r e s t  in the c h u rc h  and  e duca t iona l  m a t t e r s ,  i s su e d  d e c r e e s  

e s tab l i sh ing  s ch o la r s h ip s ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  con t ro l  ove r  the schools ,  and 

de lega ted  c e r t a i n  a u th o r i t i e s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  for school m a t t e r s  

to the new church .

The s ix teen th  and seven teen th  c en tu r i e s ,  "The Age of
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R e a s o n ,  " was  the p e r io d  of the e a r l y  m o d e rn  r a t i o n a l i s t  and the e a r ly  

m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  The ph i losoph ica l  con t r ibu t ions  of 

these  b r i l l i a n t  m e n  did not a ffec t  educa t ion  until the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  

This  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t ru e  in the F r a n c o n ia n  H o h enzo l le rn  lands ,  where  

L u t h e r a n i s m  domina ted  the r e l ig io u s  life and the schools  r e m a in e d  

under  the influence of M elan ch to n 's  P r o t e s t a n t  h u m an ism .  Li t t le  change 

took place  in the u n iv e r s i t i e s  ex cep t  for the r e p l a c e m e n t  of the "C h u rc h .  

F a t h e r s "  and s c h o la s t i c i sm  by the study of the Bible in i t s  o r ig ina l  

l anguages .

C a lv in i sm  w as  in t roduced  into the M a r g ra v a te  by the F r e n c h  

Huguenot refugee  im m i g r a n t s  and P i e t i s m ,  w ith in  both  the C a lv in i s t  

and L u th e ra n  c a m p s ,  a p p e a re d  dur ing  the la te  s even teen th  cen tu ry .

B o th  of these  g roups  suppor ted  educa t ion .  P i e t i s m  ga ined dominance  

fo r  s h o r t  p e r io d s  of t ime and w a s  s t rong ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  in the L u t h e r a n  

dom ina ted  theo log ica l  faculty in the new un ive rs i ty .

The ra t io n a l i s t  and r e a l i s t  ph i losophies  w e re  vying fo r  the 

pos i t ion  of l e a d e r s h ip  in the u n iv e r s i ty  philosophy f a c u l t i e s .  T h e re  

w as  no c l e a r  line of d e m a r c a t i o n  b e tw een  th em  a t  t im e s  as they m e lded  

into an e c l e c t i c i s m  with  an added touch  of e m p i r i c i s m .  The Wolffian 

phi losophy of E n l igh tm en t  dom ina ted  the f i r s t  philosophy faculty  at  

F r i e d r i c h s  Univer  s i t a t ,  and in the G e r m a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s  for s e v e r a l  

d ecades  in the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  The influence of Wolffian philosophy 

is noted in the I m p e r i a l  C h a r t e r  g ra n te d  by C a r l  VII, w h e r e i n  the new
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u n iv e r s i ty  w as  g ran ted  the s a m e  p r iv i l e g e s  as those of the Halle  u n i 

v e r s i t y .

The evidence d i s c l o s e s  tha t  r e l ig io u s  and  ph i losoph ica l  

fo r c e s  s e p a r a t e ly  and co l lec t ive ly  su p p o r te d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i 

v e r s i t i e s ,  Both  the L u th e r a n  and  the Calvinist , ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e i r  

P i e t i s t i c  fo l low ers  and the fo l low ers  of the  Wolffian philosophy of E n 

l ig h tm en t ,  w e r e  s t rong  s u p p o r t e r s  of educa t ion  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  as ev idenced  by t h e i r  ac t iv i ty  in the founding of u n i 

v e r s i t i e s  and t h e i r  occupation  of c h a i r s  on the facu l t i e s .

The e ff ic ien t func tioning of the la rge  b u r e a u c r a t i c  abso lu te  

g o v e rn m e n t  r e q u i r e d  a c o n s id e ra b le  n u m b e r  of educa ted  and t r u s tw o r th y  

p e r s o n n e l ,  m an y  of whom th ro u g h  n e c e s s i t y  w e re  im p o r t e d  f r o m  without  

the  lands .  F r e d e r i c k ,  d e t e r m i n e d  to e l im in a te  the n e c e s s i t y  fo r  r e 

c r u i t m e n t  of p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  ou ts ide  the lands  and to red u ce  the p r e v a l e n t  

m a l f e a s a n c e ,  the p ra c t i c e  of n e p o t i s m ,  and the  inadequate  p e r f o r m a n c e  

of g o v e rn m e n ta l  fu n c t io n s , d ec ided  upon a c o u r se  of im prov ing  the e x 

is t ing  schools  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n  ins t i tu t ion  of h ighe r  l e a r n in g  

for the  t r a in in g  of na tive sons .  He e x p r e s s e s  these  p u rp o se s  m o s t  

e xp l ic i t ly  in the  founding docum ent  for  F r i e d r i c h s -A cad ém ie .

M ar g rav in e  W ilhe lm ina ,  a child  of the " F r e n c h  s p i r i t "  and 

the E n l ig h tm e n t  w as  im bued  w i th  a p a s s io n  fo r  cu l tu re .  She was  deeply 

i n t e r e s t e d  in philosophy and was  a l ifelong f r ien d  and c o r r e s p o n d e n t  of 

V o l ta i r e .  She n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  s t r i c t  V o l ta r ia n  nor a Wolffian a s  did
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h e r  b r o t h e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  the G re a t ,  but  he ld  w i th  D e s c a r t e s .  I t w as  

n a tu ra l  th a t  she d isp layed  an i n t e r e s t  in things in te l l e c tu a l  and w a s  active 

in p rom ot ing  the founding of the u n iv e r s i ty ,  as h e r  fam ily  had a long 

t r a d i t i o n  of e s t a b l i s h in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  She m a in ta in e d  an  exqu is i te  

c o u r t  on the  F r e n c h  p a t t e rn ;  which p laced  an e n o r m o u s  expense  on so 

s m a l l  a country .

Danie l  de S u p e rv i l l e ,  W i lh e lm in a ' s p e r s o n a l  phy s ic i an ,  is 

c r e d i t e d  along wi th  W ilhe lm ina  by some w r i t e r s  as being one of the t r u e  

founders  of the u n iv e r s i t y .  He was  educa ted  in law and m ed ic ine  and 

w a s  held in high e s t e e m  by the M a r g r a v e ,  who appoin ted  h im  to the 

h ig h es t  c o u r t  p os i t ion ,  sought his advice on educa t iona l  m a t t e r s ,  and 

appoin ted  him the f i r s t  C h an c e l lo r  of the new u n iv e r s i ty .

C onc lus ions

An an ly s i s  of the ev idence  in th is  inves t iga t ion  d i s c lo se s  

th a t  p r i o r  to and at  the t im e  of the founding of F r i e d r i c h s  Univer  s i t a t  

an  i n t e ra c t io n  e x i s t e d  b e tw ee n  the dominant  soc ia l  fo r c e s  of the e r a :  

educa t ion ,  r e l ig io n ,  ph i losophy ,  g o ve rnm en t ,  and the M a r g r a v a t e  

C o u r t ;  t h a t  th e se  so c ia l  fo r c e s  w ere  ac t ive  in the s u p p o r t  of educa t ion  

including e f fo r t s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  u n iv e r s i ty  in the  M a r g r a v a t e ;  tha t  c o n 

s i d e r a t i o n  w as  given to the  econom ic  advantages  which  cou ld  be a t ta ined  

th ro u g h  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a u n ive rs i ty ;  and tha t  M a r g r a v e  F r e d e r i c k  

w as  aw are  of the s u p p o r t  and e f fo r t s  of these  so c ia l  fo rce s  in bo ha If of
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the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a u n iv e r s i ty  a s  ev idenced  by the "En l igh tened"  co u rse  

upon which  he se t  h is  g o v e rn m e n t ,  h i s  suppor t  of educa tion ,  and p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  h is  s t a t e m e n t  pe r ta in in g  to  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an in s t i tu t ion  of 

h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  lead ing to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the u n iv e r s i ty .

The b a s i c  conc lus ion  of th is  study may be co n c ise ly  e x p r e s s e d  

as follows: the d e c i s io n  to e s t a b l i s h  F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  is a n  e x 

pla inable  r e s u l t  of the i n t e r a c t io n  of the dominant soc ia l  fo rce s  of the 

e r a .

It is  be l ieved  tha t  th i s  study of the h i s t o r i c a l  dev e lo p m en t  of 

the dom inan t  so c ia l  fo r c e s  of the e r a  and th e i r  con t r ibu t ions  to the d e 

c i s i o n  fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t  w i l l  p rov ide  the 

s tu d en t  of educa t io n  w i th  an  u n d e rs tan d in g  of the dominan t  soc ia l  fo r c e s  

in the M a r g r a v a t e  B a y r e u th  dur ing  the " E r a  of A b so lu t i sm " ;  the i n t e r 

ac t io n  of the f o r c e s ;  the  ex ten t  of t h e i r  influence on the d e c i s io n  by 

F r e d e r i c k  of B a y r e u th  to e s t a b l i s h  F r i e d r i c h s  U n iv e r s i t a t ;  and an  in 

c r e a s e d  a w a r e n e s s  and im p ro v ed  p e r s p e c t i v e  of the c u r r e n t  i n t e r a c t io n  

b e tw e e n  the  ex i s t in g  soc ia l  fo r c e s  and educa tion .
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