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The origin, development, disintergration, and influence
on Oklahoma Education of the "0ld Lincolnville Mission™,

Ottawa County.
I PURPOSE OF STUDY

A, To present origin of Oklahoma Education

B. To show cause and methods of Pioneer
Education,

C. To show how the FPaculty and Alumni have
influenced present day school administration.

1T SOURCE OF DATA

A. Personal investigation
B. 0ld government and school records.

III USE OF DATA

A, Compile above information
B. Show connection between old and present

plans.

1. similarity
2. influence
3. outgrowths

IV SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A. Show actual influence Pioneer school had
in forming policy of Okleahome Education.
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PREFACE

In writing this theslis the author has attempted to
collect all material possible concerning the "0ld Lincoln-
ville Mission" In Ottawa County, as well as related schools
or institutions which might have been any influence on
this particular institution.

The data has been so arranged that the reader will
observe the continuous growth, development, and influence
of this school throughout the discussion.

The records perteining to this lone school are very
incomplete, insofar as this institution was not under the
direct control of any governmental agency which is now in
existence, or which now has any subsidiary in force.

It is hoped that this thesis will serve as a basis
for preserving early history regarding the schools of
Oklahoma .

The author of this thesis feels deeply indebted to
many persons whose names appear in the bibliography--the
library of A & M College, Dr. Haskell Pruett, for so many

helpful suggestions.
H.N.S.



ABSTRACT

The educational status of Northeaestern Oklahoma,
more specifically Ottawa County, as it exists today is the
outgrowth of some pioneer movement, coneerning Indian Life
end with that Indien education. In early days several in-
stitutions were influencial in determining the course of
present standards. 2 complete record showing this con-
tinuous growth; of one of these institutiena; would be of
benefit, and that is the purpose of this thesis.

Material has been gathered from the United States
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, old school records of the
institution in qustion; interviews and depositions from
former students-- all of this material being co-herently
assembled and presented in such a menner as to show a
continous growth.

Evidence c¢learly points to the faet that with out the
service rendered by these early institutions Oklahoma
education as & whole would have suffered, but more specif-
ically the territory served from this source. The e¢itizin-
ship and socisl pattern of the present community has been
an outgrowth of these early fundamentals.
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CHAPTER I

ESTARLISHMENT OF INDIAN SCHOOLS

A,
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Day Schools

1. General information

Cttawa
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"8ld Lincolnville or‘Qnapaw Mission™

Ottawa County, Uklahome
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CHAPTER I
ESTABLISHMENT OF INDIAN SCHOOLS

A, DAY SCHOOLS

Ottawa County, located in the extreme Northeastern
pert of Oklahoma, was, before statehood, the center of
reservations of several Indian Tribes,

As shown by the accompanying map, located on the west
of the Neosho and Grand Rivers was a part of the Cherokee
Netion. On the east of these rivers were located several
small tribes, namely: Shawnees, Wyandottes, Quapews,
Ottawas, Senecas, Miamis, Confederated Peorias, and Modocs.

To one unacquainted with Oklehomea in the early days,
he would expect to find, upon entering what is now Oklahoma,
a group of savage, barbarious, illiterate Indians; but on
the contrary the Indians of the early deys (from 1860 on)
we find a high class of individuals prompted by the fact
that early schools had been established, and it is the pur-
pose of this chapter to narrate the early history concerning
the establishment of these verious schools, which served both
the Indiens and the whites of this approximate date.

1. General informetion: An investigetion shows nmeny of
the Indien Tribes objected to coming to Oklahomalror this

reason--in their original homes they hed provided schools for

1 History of Oklahoma, P,91--P.160--Buchenan & Dale



the members of their tribe, and they fecred no provision
would be made in Oklahoma. However, on reaching Oklshoma,
the verious tribes did, of their own accord, maintain & form
of school wherein the children were given an opportunity to
secure some formael education. By the treaty between the
United States and Quepaw made in 1833, we find provisions
of Art. III as follows:
The United States also agree to appropriate §1000 per
yeer for educational purposes to be expended under the
direction of the President of the United States....and
the above appropriation for educatiomal purposes to be

continued as long as the President of the United States  1.g
deems it necessary for the best interests of the Indians.

As can be seen from the above Article, there wes & relation-
ship between the United States and the Indians in regard to
educational fecilities. This is teken as evidence to show
the Indians were desirous of educational opportunities. Fur-
ther history will show that all the tribes had either similer
arrangements or tresties along this line. However, the author
feels it is needless to analyze all the treaties of the
various tribes for the simple reason that this thesis deszls
more particulsrly with the old Quapsw or sometimes known es
the Lincolnville lission, which deals specifically with this
partipular territory.
B. OTTAWA MISSION

In 1871 report of the Ottawa lMission School was signed
by Asa C. Tuttle and wife shows that the Ottawa Mission School

l-a 1Indian Affairs--Lews and Treaties. Gappler II



was meintained for a period of 44 weeks with an enrollment
of 26 boys and 30 girls, with an Average Daily Attendance
of 25. Subjects of reading, writing, erithmetic, and generesl
informstion were teught. Materials were books sent from
the Friends Mission Boerd, in Pennsylvenia. Funds for a
building were appropristed by Congress. In 1870 a school
wae esteblished for the beneflt of the Peorlas conducted a-
long similer lines as the Ottawe School afore mnntioned.a
This school had en Aversge Daily Attendance of approximately
14. Subject matter being taught in the fundementels of
reading, writing, end arithmetic. In generzl, the first in-
formetion relesting to the formation of any schools in what is
now Ottawa County 1s that of the two above mentioned--Ottawa
Mission School, snd the Peoria School. Originelly, these
two were day schools and opereted as such for eapproximately
three years and were then converted into boarding schools
and continued as such for three years, when they were once
more converted to day schools. Both of these were under the
genersl supervision of the Friends Church, who had an agree-
ment whereby they received two dollaers per week for the
boarding and schooling of each child--~these funds were paid
by the Federal Government. The first teacher on record for
the Peoria school was--John Collins Issac.
C. PEORIA SCHOOL

The Miamis established a day sehool in 1876, located in
the Drake community, which is anproximstely 10 miles west of

2 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affesirs, 1871



what is now the town of Quapaw. Some of the early teachers
were: Dr. Ben Illiff of Kensas; Dr. James I11liff, later a
doctor at VWelch; end Mrs. Laycock of Columbus, K‘anaaa.3
Some of the early students were Oscar lLaFalier, now a barber
in Miami; Miss Esther Dagenette, later a teacher in the
Indian Service; Pete Shapp; and lirs. J. L. Palmer, Miami.
D. QUAP:W OR LINCOLNVILLE MISSION

In 1872 Quapew Industrial Board School, oftentimes cslled
the Quapaw lMission, and by many known as the Lincolnville
Mission, was esteblished. Its location is about one-half mile
south and two miles easst of the present location of the town
of Quapew; and a little to the north and 1 mile west of the

present Lincolnville School Building.‘

The first year Asa

C. Tuttle hed charge as the sctive missionery, and his wife
was the teacher. The first year they were in session only
four months. The author has been able to determine from
reliable sources the detailed informetion after the yesr 1887,
but for the intermedium (1872-87) little has been discovered.
This is sccounted for by the faet thet the Indian agent sent
in & consolidated report ¢ oncerning all schools snd did not
send in a sepaerate report for this particular school. How-
ever, the yesrs 1886 up to and ineluding 1900, the author in-

cludes a complete break-down showing details.5

Y

3 Oseer Lafelier, personel interview.

4 Personal Interview, Frank Ray
5 Report of the Commissioner of Indien Affairs,1872-1900



TABLE I
TWENTY-NINE YEARS GROWTH OF
QUAPAW INDIAN SCHOOL

1872--~1900
TERAGE  MONTEHS BT iPITA

YEAR : SUPERINTENDENT : SALARY : ENROLL®: ATTEND- : IN : COST PER

MENT __ANCE TERM MONTH
1872 : E. H. Tuttle : only in operestion four months of this year
1873 : A. C, Tuttle : 1 45 : :
1874 : A. C. Tuttle : R - : =
1875 ;: A. C. Tuttle : 3 80 3 3
1876 : A. C, Tuttle : : 66 : : 10 :
1877 : A. C. Tuttle : : .1 W £ 2B 1 ¢ 8.20
1878 : A. C, Tuttle : : B8 3 B9 t o AR 3 11.91
1879 : A. C, Tuttle : : 86 : 58 : 12 $ 8.69
1880 : not reported : : B8 : O Vol <N ) 8.80
1881 : not reported $ $ 75 H 30 $ 10 : 9.99

~ Continued on pege 9



TABLE I

(continued)

YEAR : SUPERINTENDENT : SALARY : MENT : DATLY : 1IN :  COST PER

: ATTEND, : TERM MONTH
1882 : not reported $ $ 118 : H ]
1883 : not reported | : 118 3 $ 3
1884 : not reported : : 88 : 40 e © IR $ 8.71
1885 : not reported H 3 : : :
1886 : not reported 2 : 3 H 3
1887 : E. K. Dawes s 800 : €@ 3 &3 . 3R 2 8.64
1888 : E. K. Dawes : 800 : %4 42 : 10 : 14.75
1889 : E. K. Dawes 3 900 3 & :: B 3 30 3 15.39
1890 : Harwood Hall : 1000 : 61 : 40 ¥ A8 14,66
1891 : Harwood Hall : 1000 : 102 : 893 il R 10.25
1892 : J. J. McKoin : 1000 : 185 : 112 ¥ 3 11.12
1893 : J. J. McKoin : 1000 : 122 : 100 $ 10 : 12,32
18904 : J. J. McKoin7 : 1000 : 127 : 101 ¥ - X 9.57
1895 : W. H. Johnson : : 120 $ 97 3 10 : 11.12
1896 : W. H. Johnson : 99 : 84 ¢ 10 H 12.38




TABLE I
(continued)

SUPERINTENDENT : SALARY : ‘ﬁﬁﬂT ¢ ATTEND-: : ™

YEAR : : COST PER
) ANCE  TERM MONTH
-

1897 : R. A, Cochran : : W £ W : 10 : § 12.30
1898 : Ches. H. Lamar : : 99 : 20 $ 10 - 3 11.75
1899 : Chas. H. Lamar : : 108 3 94 : 10 : 10.34
1900 : Worlin B, Bacon: : 114 3 88 1 36 3 12.90
Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1872-1900,

0T
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The reason for the lack of reports for the period prior
to 1876 is undoubtedly due to the fact that st this time the
school was under the control of the Friends Church end no
permaenent records were retained.

An examination of the Teble I will show that the attend-
ance of the Quapaw or Lincolnville Mission gradually inecreased
from 1872-1883, then d ecreased until 1890. The ssumption
leads us to believe that this was caused by the fect that
throughout this period meny Quapaws were going to the Osage
Reservetion, Another increase is noted in 1879 when the
Ottawa School again began a day aohool.6 Table I shows no
reported superintendent from years 1880 to 1887. By per-
sonal interviewsvwa are led to believe that Asa C. Tuttle
held that position. In 1898, Indian Agent Goldberg sug-
gested that the Quapaw and Seneca Schools be combined for the
reason that continuation of the Quapaw School would require
a new plant.8 Evidence points to the fact thet some of the
students mede the chenge in 1889, while most of the children
did not enroll in the Seneca Indien School until 1902. How-
ever the school was officlally discontinued June 30, 1900.
The school equipment and supplies were transferred to the

Seneca Indian School. The main school building was given to

6 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1880
7 Personal Interview, Oscar lLaFalier and Frank Ray.

8 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1898
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the St, Mary's Catholic Mission and moved to its present lo-
cation south of Lincolnville. Other buildings were sold to
neerby farmers who used them for dwellings and out-buildings,
and at this date no land merks remein to show thet the 01ld

Quepew Mission ever once adorned the broad prairies.g

The acoompanying lattarlorram Miss Florence Wade, Baxter
Springs, Kenses, will give interesting history concerning the
operation of this school.

"eesesss.The agency was in a double log house, two and
one-half miles west of Seneca, lissouri. The President
of the United Ststes (I think it was Grant) decreed the
Government Boarding Schools while maintained by govern-
ment should be under the charge of verious religious de-
nominetions, this agenoy was essigned to the Quekers.
There was rirst esteblished the Wyandott school and
Ottawa School, the Quekers called them "missions", the
buildings were few and not very good. Then in 1872 the
Quapaw Mission was established with /sa Tuttle and wife
moved from Ottawa School to teke charge. I think that
Mrs. Tuttle was the teacher, the ideas in the school wes
thet they (the children) were to be in the school room
one~helf day, end work on the farm end in house-~-hold one-
helf day. August and the lest of July, 1873, the
Modoes were moved from the Lava Beds of northern Celi-
fornia and Oregon &8s prisoners-of-wer and placed on a
small traet of land bought of the Shawnees near the
Missouri state line, but all the young people were put
in the Quapew school so that made quite a large attend-
ence. Then the Ottewa school wes disbanded and most of
the young people went to the Quapew school as the
Tuttles had been the lMissionsry Superintendents at their
school. The buildings were small and poor till the school
weas taken from the Quakers and handled entirely es a
government school. Both Vyandotte and Quepaw were msde
practicel "Industrial Bosrding Scheols", with, in the
schoolroom, three or four teachers with salaries from
$45 to $75 per month, on the ferm was an industrial
tescher and fermer with similser salaries. Over all wes
e superintendent. In the Girls' Department was the head
metron, two essistents, cook, beker, snd laundress, each
with Indien assistants. The assistent metrons, one was
in cherge of the girls, the other of the boys. The Peorie,

9 Personal Interview, Frank Ray

10 Development of Ottaws County Educatlon. Thesis,
A. G, Sweezy, 1937
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Wea, etc., Confederated Tribes hed funds from the sale

of surplus land in Kanses invested in government bonds,
the interest to be used to esteblish a good day school,
books furnished, a teacher et §$50 per month. This school
&s well as the others, were Iln session ten months of the
year. At this dey school white children were allowed to
attend by paying & tuition. It was considered their
associstion with the Indian children would assist them in
learning white weys and hebits.

The first building was & "box effsir" heated by a
large wood burning box stove, "home made" seats, plenty
of good books. At first teschers were young quakers
from Kanses. The interest on the fund more than paid
the expenses, so they esked those th:t settled too far
awvaey to send them to be boerded near the school, the
board to be paid out of the school fund but not many
would do it. The head chief, James Cherley, senior,
end seocond chief, E. H. Black, with the councilers asked
that the scoumulsted interest be used to build and equip
a modern school building. The winter of 1878-9 that is
known as the "Peoria School" (I believe it is now dis-
trict 21) was built and equipped thoroughly, & two-room
building with & fine bell in the belfry. Vith one ex-
cention they always were furnished good teschers, George
Lindley, of Lawrence, Kanses, was the last Quasker teecher,
then Ches. B. Leughlin of Lethe, Kenses, was appointed and
taught for severel years. This building should go down
in county history for in 1882 the first Post office in
what is now Ottawe County wes held in it. The neme of
the office was "Kemah", a Peoris word meening chief, the
postmistress was Mrs. Hebecca Laughlin, now & resident of
Seneca, Missouri. ©She wes the wife of the teacher, Ches.
B. Laughlin. This was an office on & route from Vinita
to Baxter Springs, Kanses, The mail was carried on
horsebeck by a man by the nsme of Green. But this did
not continue long. Now for some history of prominent
cherescters. You heve read and heard a good deal about
Methis Splitlog, but lots of it is not correct. He wes
by blood & Vyandotte, born on the Wysndotte Reservation
in Ohio, came to Kansas with his tribe. Tried alwsys to
pro:ress as he always called it "hsve enterprise". He
built the first grist mill in Wyandotte County, Kansas.
It wes 2 horse-povered mill., When the Civil War wes over
and the hard times ceme, & number of Vyendottes obtalned
land in the Indien Territory they made en agreement with
the government that to come on thst land to have a home,
eny member of the tribe, either from Ohlie or Kansas,
could come by msking oeth thet they were either peupers
or about to become one. Splitlog had plenty, but he
wanted to come to this country to live, therefore he came
down to the Senece tribe &nd wes adopted into the tribe.
While he was credited as being a Seneca, he really waes a
Wyendotte Indien. The older Wyandottes could tell meany
teles of his doing, all to his eredit"
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TABLE II
FACULTY  MEMBERS

YEAR : SUPERINTENDENT :  SALARY
1872 : E. H. Tuttle : §$ecee--
1873 : A. C. Tuttle -—
1874 : A, C, Tuttle 3 -
1875 :+ A, C. Tuttle : e
1876 : A. C. Tuttle $ -
1877 : A. C. Tuttle 3 -
1878 : A, C. Tuttle : -
1879 : A. C. Tuttle -
1880 : not renorted ~
1881 : not reported : -
1882 : not repnorted - -
1883 : not reported : -
1884 : not reported : -
1885 : not reported : -
1886 : not reported 3 -
1887 : E. K. Dawes s 800
1888 : E. K. Dewes $ 800
1889 : E. K. Dawes : 800
1890 : Harwood Hall 3 1000
1891 : Harwood Hall : 1000
1892 : J. J. McKoin : 1000

15
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TABLE II
(Continued)

YEAR : SUPERINTENDENT : SALARY
1893 : J. J. lMcKoin : § 1000
1894 : J. J. MecKoin : 1000
1895 : W. H. Johmson : ==
1896 : W. H. Johmson : -
1897 : R. A. Cochran : -
1898 : Chas. H. Lamar : -
1899 : Chas. H. Lamar : -
1900 : Worlin B. Becon : -

11 Report to the Commissioner of Indian Affasirs,
1872-1900.

In eddition to the above there were a number

of Assistants, however no record is avallable.
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EPOSITION

This is taken in the office of the County Superintendent,
Miemi, Oklahome, November 18, 1937. There are present:
Oscar LeFalier, Howard N. Scott, and Lorraine Carselowey,
all of Miami, Oklahoma.

Q. What is your nsme?

A. Osecar LaFaller.

Qe You live in Miami now?

A. Yes.

Q. How old are you?

A. 70 years old.

Q« How long have you lived in Oklahoma?

A. I had my first birthday in Oklshoma when I wes seven years
old. I'm 70.

Qe When you first ceme to Oklahoma, where did you live?

A. Ve lived in the Northwest part of the county 10 or 12 miles
west of what is now the town of Commerce, that was in the
year of 1874.

Q. Oscar, at thet time were there any towns in what is now
Ottawa County?

A. No. There were no towns at all.

Q« Were the people who were here mostly whites or Indians?

A. At that time they were mostly Indiens. Not very meny whites.
Qs Now, did this territory in which you lived have a name?

f. Well, no, not exactly. There was a creek not far from us
celled Squaw Creek.

Q. If, for any reason, there wes an attempt made to designete
this paert of the country, it might be called Squaw Creek?

Re Yes, I guess 80.
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Mr. LaFalier, at thet time, 1874
ler Indisn tribes in this oammnnity?
The Miemis, Peoriss, Ottewas, Quapaws, Modoes.
Do you have any Indian blood?
Yes, but I don't know how much.

When you came to this community were there any school
houses?

No.

When you came here et the age of 7 yeers, did you have
en opportunity to attend school?

I must heve been about 9 yeers old before I started to
school.

Where did you attend the first school?

Miami Day School, snd that is located at what is now
known as the Wilbur Rench, approximately 4 miles west
and 1 mile north of what is now Commerce, Oklzhome.

This school which you call Miami Day School---Do you
know any reason why it was given that neme?

It was on the lileml Reservation.

Who established the school?

The Indian Depertment.

Was thet thrown open to both Indians and whites?
Yes.

Were there any negros?

Not eany.

Could you tell what the approximate enrollment was?
From 15 to 25.

They Jjust ceme from wherever they pleased?

They came from all over the county.

what were the perticu-
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This school was established by the Indian Department--
wes a tuition collected?
No. There was a time when the school first started that
they were paid to go to school. The parents of the stu-
dents were paid for their children who attended the
school, but I don't recall just how much. It did not
always last after the school got established. We were
nearly 4 miles from school and it was hard for us to
get to school and we missed pert of the time.
What method of transportetion did the children use?

They would come in buggies, and hacks, and in nice
weather we always walked.

Do you recell how many yesrs you attended there?

Off end on, I went about 6 yesrs.,

Do you recall the names of any teachers?

Dr. Ben Illif, who later went to Bell Plaines, Kensas,
Vere there any other teachers?

Miss Laycock. Ohe went to Columbus, Kansas.

Do you know by what method the teachers received pay?
Yes, by the Indian Department.

Do you recall heasring what they received a month?
Around $50 or $60.

Did they maintein & home in the district?

Yes, they usually stayed with a board member or with some
family who lived close to the school.

Do you recall the nemes of any students?

The Drakes, Gebos, liillers, Leonards, Esther Dagnette,
Schepps, they live in Quapaw District, Mrs. J. L. Palmer,
who was a Richardville.

Any of these students thet you have nemed who attended
school~--do you know what happened to any of them?
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Esther Dagnette later beceme a government teacher. The
rest married and hed families and scattered around the
county.
Do you remember any of the courses offered?
The common school courses: Reading, Writing, Arithmetiec,
end Spelling. They hed just begun to try to teech
Algebra when I quit.
No attempt was made to call it a high school?

The third grade arithmetic was the top.

Did this school last 6 hours a day, 9 to 12 and 1 to 47
Yes.

How meny months did they try to have each year?

They must have tried to have 10 months,

Regerding equipment in the school, whet kind did they have?

We had good menufectured seats--two sat in easch seat and
there wes e place for books under the desk.

Was the building frame?

Yes, and had black boards all along the sides. ¥We burned
wood end the two little ente-rooms for the girls and boys
were in the back. Right back of the teachers desk she
had a nice little room.

Regarding books end instructional supplies. Did every
student furnish his own?

No. They were furnished by the government end they paid
us to go to school--probably 50 cents a day. Drake had
guite & large femily and received = large check from the
government for the attendance of his children at the
school. I remember heering my folks talk about it.

Do you think this, if it had gone on, would have encoureged
early marriages and larger families so thst they would

have children in school?

I don't know.

Were community meetings held there?
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Yes, the tribes hed their meetings there &nd sometimes
they would heve peyments there. The government would
come and pey them their money.

Wes any ettempt mede to hold what is now called Sunday
School, or any other religious zctivity asround the
school house?

I ean't remember.

Do you recall anything such as we have now--Christmes
progrems, etc,?

No, they had those in the homes, but not in school.

What would be your Jjudgment as to the age when you quit
there?

About 15 or 16.

Did you complete all of the work thaet was offered?
No.

Did they have graduation?

No. Some of the sdvenced students went to Carlyle Indien
School in Pennsylvenie. Frenk Avelon went end never did
return. I could have had & scholarship but I couldn't
raise the fere to school. That was a herd year. Thet
fall my fether died and then I hed to work around to go
to school. They quit paying the $2.50 snd I helped to

do the weshing end with the farming by sowing wheat and
planting corn. MNostly in the spring my job was to milk
the cows, beceause we didn't have time to go to school

end farm much.

You quit at about the age of 15, which wes in the year
1885~6 end at that time had the community chenged any;
had a lot of folks moved in?

Yes, at thet time there were a lot of renters coming in.
"het was the main profession?

Farming end live stocgk.

By 1886, when you finished school, hed any towns
developed?

Not in Ottawa County. You asked me about presching in
the community. We had a preasching service ever so often.
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You remember old Tom Richardville, he would speak in
Indian to those who couldn't understand Inglish and
then speak to the others in English.

Now, insofar zs there were no towns in Ottawa County,
from what source did people obtein supplies?

They treded at Baxter Springs, Kanses; Chetopa, Kansas;
and Seneca, lMissouri.

By what method did they obtain them?

They went after them in wagons, buggles, spring wagons,
I remember t eking hogs to market in Baxter end Chetopa,

Do you think, in your judgment, that the school teeschers
and students hed any influence in forming what 1s now
Oklahoma? Did it help folks to understend what we were
trying to do?

Certainly it did.

Can you think of any way or anything this school might
haeve done to help the community in any way?

They were all interested in the school, and you know
educetion is one of the grestest things you can give
people. The people were all enxious for their children
to go to school and get what education they could. Ve
planted trees all over thet school yard. They had a
fence around there and was kept up in good shape.

Do you think schools reflected beck in homes of any
people in any way? Did it ceuse children to become
better citizens?

Yes, indeed.

Do you know of any instasnces wherein some of these stu-
dents of the eerly schools helped in the development of
what is now Ottawa County or any other place?

Some of these students mede their homes here and farmed
the land. VWhen I was grown up I learned the barber trade.

Then you do think this opportunity to attend school might

have been a great help in meking you appreciate the
county in which you lived?

Certainly.
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Q. In your judgment, & summary or conclusion of early day
schools would be about as follows:

1.
2.
3.

4,

6.

7.

They were mainteined by the Federsl Government.
They were open to anyone who wished to come.

The supplies for the building snd for the students
were furnished free of charge by the government.

It was operated from 8-10 months a year.

The eourses offered were about the ssme as is
offered in the present day elementery schools,
and if you compsre it with elementery schools
now, it would be sbout the 8th grede level.

The teschers were paid about $50 or $60 a month,
and had previous training as teachers before they
came,

Tge school would heve an influence on community
1iTe.

Qe Do you think of anything, now, that might be of any im-
portance that I haven't mentioned?

A. No.

I think that covers about everything.



DEPOSITION

This is taken in the office of the County Superintendent,
November 23, 1937, Miami, Oklehoma. Those present are:
Mike Powers, Howard N. Secott, and Lorraine Carselowey.

Q. What is your name?

A. My name is Mike Powers.
Qe qu old are you?

A. I'm 69, almost 70.

Q; Where were you born?

A. I wes born in Moyden County, Illinois.

Q; Vhen did you first come to what is now called Cttawa
County?

A. In 1875.
Q. In what part of this country did you settle?
A. On the Felix Weddle Farm--Spring River Bottom.

Q. At the time you settled here, do you recall most of the
folks who lived here. Were they mostly whites or Indians?

A. DMNostly Indians--my father wes about the first white man
in here.

Q. This was then Indian Territory?
A. Yes.

Q. Were there at this time any towns in what we dall Ottawa
County?

A. Vell, no, the closest towns were Baxter Springs in Kansas,
and Seneca in Missouri.

Qs+ In other words, the Indian Territory did not have any
organized towns.

A. No, sir,
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Were there any schools?

Yes. There wes one school.
This one school--where was it located?

It was located about 1 mile west of Spring River on the
Mrs. Osborn headright.

Referring this location from Quapaw---

It would be about 4 or 5 miles southeast of the present
town of Quapaw.

What was the neame of the school?

The Peoria School.

Now this would heve been about what year?
1875~~the year I went to school.

How old were you when you started to school?
8 years old.

The Peoria School--that was the name by which it was
known?

Yes.
By what method was this school financed?
By the Federal Government.

Did most of the children belong to Indian Tribes or was
the school also open to whites?

It was open to both Indians and Whites, alike.
Were the children charged tuition or was 1t a free school.

It was a free school and the government paid Indians to
go to school.

Do you recall the nemes of any of the teachers who taught
school at that time?

George Leonard who was blind in one eye.

Do you happen to know who employed him?
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The government.
Do you recall from where he came?

No, I do not know.

Do you heve any way of remembering the amount of his salary?

Sixty dollsrs a month.

That, of course, did not ineclude board and room.

No, he paid his own board and room.

About how many children attended this school?

Well, there must have been ebout 50 or 60 students.

In what age range were the children who attended?

Their ages renged from 6 or 7 to 15 or 16 years of age.
Were the grades offered elementary grades?

There were no grades at that time.

In other words, the ehildren just csme to school.

Yes. They Jjust came and stayed until they finished the
books. Vhen I went to school there I went through his-
tory, geography, grammer, end all that stuff, snd that
wes considered the highest. There was no plsce to go
after that unless my fether could heve sent me off some
plece to school.

Do you remember how meny months they tried to keepn this
school open?

Well, yes, they went along 8 or ¢ months. They held it
mighty near the whole year.

I believe this wes about 1875 when you started?
Yes.

How many years did you attend?

I attended off and on until I was 15.

Something like 6 or 7 years?

Yes.
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What kind of equipment did they have?

Just & plein bench. If I remember right we did not have
any desk we just lsid our books on the floor.

Now, these books to which you refer--from where did they
come?

They came from the government--free of charge.
Did you have blackboards?

Yes, and we also used slates. There were no pencils or
paper.

By what method did you go to school?

We always walked., The children lived at their homes and
walked back end forth to school, no one steyed during the
school week.

Was the building used for social getherings, either
Christmas programs or otherwise?

No Christmes programs were held here but once in awhile
we had & presching there.

Do you happen to remember any students who went there
when you did?

Yes, there were the Abners; Dave Perry's children; the
Wodsworthe; Vealls; Cherles Stenley; John Beaver; Frank
Weaver; Ady's and Peckhems.

Vere most of these children Indians?

Yes. All of then.

Then there were but very few white children who attended?
Very few.

Were these Indisn children paid by the government to go
to school?

Yes. About $1.00 a day.
Do you know what became of these Indian children?

Yes. Some few of them went off to school to Heskell Insti-
tute.

Thet is the Haskell I,stitute up in Kansas?

Yes.
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Now, in your Jjudgment, do you think these early day
schools had eny influence on the citizenship of the
present day?

No.

In your judgment, if you had not been able to go to
this school would you have had an opportunity to go
to any other?

Not unless my father had moved sway 1o some other part
of the country.

You have lived here dontinuously since you first
settled here?

Yes.

Have you ever been on & school boerd?

No.

Do you see any similaerity between the early day schools
and the present day schools. Are they operated any-
thing alike?

No. I see a whole lot of difference.

This difference--do you think it is for the good or not?
Yes. I can see a grest improvement in the schools.

Now, Mr. Powers, over the period of time (1875 to the
present day) you have seen the difference in these
various schools. Do you feel throughout this period
the Indian children, who attended in the early days,
have had the same opportunity to attend as the whites?

Yes. They had sbout the same opportunity.

Are there, at this time, any buildings left at the
original spot where the old school was located?

No, but there is an old elm tree where names have been
cut, and that is still standing there on the old site.

But the building is gone?

Yes.
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Q. Do you think of anything else about this old school
and the community in which it stood that I have failed
to ask sbout?

A. Well, I guess not. It remeined until the new Peoria
School was built.



Teken from & Tulsa World under the date of November 28,
1937, the above photograph of Rey lMcNaughton (right)

Miemi, Oklehoms, Chairmen of the Grand River Dam Authority,
congratulating E. V. L. Vright of Avalon, California, unon
his being selected &s Genersl lMansger of the Project.

og
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EPOSITION

This is taken in the office of Ray McNaughton, Miami,

Oklahome, November 19, 1937. There are present: Ray

McNaughton, Howard N, Scott, and Lorraine Carselowey.

Qe
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Qe

A,

You are Ray McNeughton?

That is right.

You now reside in Miami, Ottawa County, Oklshoma?
Yes.

Mr. McNaughton, how old are you?

I was born on the Quapaw Agency, Indian Territory,
August 7, 1886

In other words, you have spent your entire life in this
community?

Yes, except during the time I was away from Indian
Territory in school, and approximestely two years in
the lumber industry in Louisiana and Arkensas, 1907-8.

I believe you steted you were born in Ottawa County (then)
Indian Territory) in 18867

Yes, thet is correct.

At that time, in the community which 1s now known as
Ottawa County, were there any cities or towns?

My earliest remembrance of any town in whst we refer to
as Quapew Agency and being approximately in the northesst
half of Ottawa County, Oklahome, sre the towns of Miami
and Peoria. These towns were founded in approximetely
1892 or 1893.

At this time, or approximately at this date, would you
say the population was composed of mostly whites or
Indians?

I would say that I was only femilisr, of course, in my
early boyhood, with the Quapaw Agency Section, which
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composed roughly helf of what is at oresent Ottawa
County, and thet prior to asbout 1895 & substantial
majority was Indien or of Indian descent.

Were there, at this time, any school districts?

No. We had what was known as Subscription Schools.
These are my esrliest remembrance as to the schools,

Do you recall the nemes by which any of these schools
were known?

Yes., The school I first attended was known as the Peoria
Sehool and was located about seven miles east and one
mile north of the present town of liami. Then there was
a school at Ottawa which is at the point where the
Friends Church and Baptist Church are located, and is
about seven or eight miles east and south of Miami. Then
there was a lModoc School on the east side of Spring River.

These schools which you mentioned were probebly in opera-
tion in the early 90's?

Yes. In addition to these schools there was a school
north of Miami, sometimes referred to as Miami School,
sometimes Labbety School, located some three miles north
of the town of lMiami. There was another school at what
we know as Miami Indian Section of the Quapaw Reservation
in the Drake neighborhood and was sometimes referred to
as Drake School, and located on Four lile, some fifteen
miles west of the town of Miami.

This Drake School which you mentioned--could it be des-
cribed as being approximstely ten miles west of Quapaw?

Yes. In addition to schools I have mentioned as sub-
soription schools, there was, to my remembrance, & school
known es the Quapaw Mission--located approximetely one and
one-helf miles due esst of the present town of Quapaw.
This was a school opersted under the supervision of the
Commissioner of Indien Affeirs, and was a boarding school
attended prineipelly by Quepaw Indian children. There
was also a school located at Wyandotte, which was re-
ferred to as the Seneca Indian School, and was opersated
under the direction of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
There had been @ school, as I was informed, located near
the old Seneca Agency at an early date. This agency is
some three or four miles due east of the town of Seneeca.

I never was at thet school during my early boyhood.

Mr. MeNaughton, in reference to the schools which you
have mentioned, did you heve &n opportunity to attend
any of these as a student?
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ASBICTETURAL, & MEASTAL TEiveR
Yes. liy memory is ;hat { entered school st Peoria School
House in the fell of 1891. f
NOV 12 1938

You were then approximately 5 years of age?

Yes. I attended school there until the fall of 1895 when
1 entered school st a school that had then just been lo-
cated on Rock Creek, approximately three miles sfutheast
of the present town of Quapaw, by the Catholic Church.

As I remember the school was known as St., Mary's and I
attended thaet school three years. I then entered school
in Miemi in whet is now and wes then the ¥riends Church,
in 1897. I attended school thast yeasr at the Friends
Church and the first part of the following yeer in the
Methodist Church that was located on the northwest corner
of the block immediately Jjoining the present Court House
Squere. Both of these schools were, in 1897, a part of

& school system that hsd been organized in the town of
Miemi. I later, in the school year 1897-8, attended
school in the building on the southwest corner of the
intersection of Main end Centrel Avenue of lMiami, being
the 0ld First Nationel Bank Building, then known &s the
MeWilliams Building. In about 1899 or 1900 the town of
Mismi, probsbly by public subscription, caused to be
erected a frame school building conteining, as I remember,
8 rooms on the block where the present Miami High Sechool
is lggated and I attended school there until the spring
of 1902.

Now, Mr. McNaughton, to go back to your first school which
you entered at the age of 5 yeers, snd whieh you steted
was subseription school, do you recall approximetely the
number of students eurolled?

Approximetely 50 students.
Do you recall the grades offered?

From the primery gredes through what is approximately the
eighth grade of the present day schools.

Approximately elementery grades from 1 to 87

Correot.

And the teachers employed--did they heve training-which
caused them to be selected or were they’ aelscted for any
other reason? ¢ . !

My remembrance is, as to the Peoria behool the taachsrs
were treined or hed previous teaching experienoe. G ke
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By what method were teachers selected?
The teachers were selected by the patrons of the district.
Were they paid their salaries from this subscription fund?

No. Eaceh family was supposed to contribute. As I now re-
member, & dollar a month was to be pald for each child
sent to the school. Iy earliest remembrance is the
difficulty the teschers had in collecting the payments

of their salery.

Then the maximum salery which a tescher might expect
would not exceed $50.007?

I have heard there was some contribution msde from the
Secretery of the Interior through the Indien Office. I
know that all the books and equipment were furnished
through the Indian Office at the time I first entered
school, but as the next two or three yeesrs past there
were no new books or supplies furnished and my memory
is thet after about 1891-92 the supplies and texts

were never replenished.

Regarding equipment, seats, ete. Were they what you
would eall standerd equipment?

The seats st Peoris School, when I first entered, were
approximately the type of school equipment I see in the
better class of rural school today, except thet the
seats accomodated two students. They were of maple,
well vernished, and set in the proper type of iron fix-
tures. They were equipped with an ink well end & specce
under the top of the desks for pleeing supplies. We
had globes and very adequate supplies of large wall meps.
The room was equipped with good black boards and nec-
essary chalk. Slates were furnished children for use
in writing lessons, ete.

All this equipment wes furnished by the Federal Office?

Yes, through the Indiaen Office. The books were nicely
bound. The readers were, as I now recall, licGuffey's
readers. Spelling books; Ray's Arithmetic; end Geography.
I do not recall any work on history, but, not being in

that gride I could very easily have failed to know about it.

In your Judgment would you say the course of study used
at thet time compered favorably with the rural schools
of the present day?
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Yes, as to equipment end supplies. But, as to the course
of study, my extreme youth did not meke it possible for
me to be a2 judge, not being in school work now.

Regarding the length of the term--do you remember the
number of months for which school was meintained?

My memory is spproximetely 8 months--from early fall until
late spring.

Now this is & school whieh you attended approximstely four
or five years?

Yes.,

After leaving this building you entered the school at
Roek treek, known as St., Mary's?

Yes.

This school you attended about two yearsv
‘that is riSht .

Did their course of study compsre fevorsbly with the
course of study of the Peoris School?

The course of study in the Catholic School wes aporoximately
the ssme as that in the Peoris School except the children
were divided as to their sdvencement. Whereas, in the
Peoria School all of the students studied in the same room,
at the vatholic School the younger children were in one
room end the older ones in another.

The St. Mary's or Catholic School--is that the same in-
stitution the ruins of which are still standing?

Yes, except the school, when I attended it, was a frame
building which I belive was later replaced by a block
and stucco building.

Do you recall the nsmes of any teschers who taught in
these buildings?

No.

Do you remember the names of any students who attended at
the time you did?

Yes. Mrs. A. Scott Thompson, now of Miemi; Pearl Peckham,
later krs. Frank LaFplier; Lou Peckham; Willis MeNaughton;

Frank Staton; Charles Holt; and Floyd Bailey.
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Now, these students were the ones who attended the
Peoria School. Do you remember any who attended the
St, Mary's School on Rock Creek?

Yes. Mrs., A. Scott Thompson; Lizzle Imbeau; Ben
Dardene, and Frank Perry.

Mr. McNaughton, do you feel, in your judgment, that
these schools which you attended had any influence in
forming the community life of the distriet?

Yes. In sddition to the school work that was done there
the school was the center for soclal gatherings, school
entertainments, and furnished an opportunity for the
people to exchenge ildeas thet undoubtedly resulted in
better conditions in the community.

Now, considering the early day schools, their method of
operation, the technique employed by the teachers--do
you see any effect of that in the present day schools
in the State of Oklahoma?

Undoubtedly the environment in which the parents of the
present students were reared in their school in this lo-
cality, is revesled in their desire to continue meny

of the satisfactory methods or plans of operstion of
schools.

Now, as a former student of ecrly day schools, do you
feel you could have sccomplished what you have if you
had not been able to attend one of these schools?

I am satisfied thet without educational opportunities,
limited though they were, I probably would not have
gotten along as well as I have.

What officiasl or public offices, either elective or
appointive, have you held or are you now holding?

Well, I was elected County Attorney of this county,
twice--in 1913 and 1915. Since 1925 I have continu-
ously been s member of the State Board of Law Examiners,
a part of the time being chairman of that board. And

I am, et this time, Chairmenof the Grand River Dam
Authority, created under the Act of 1935 Legislature of
Oklahoms .

You have from time to time participsted in civic
orgenizations?

Yes. I was a charter member of the Rotary Club and have
been en aetive member of the Chamber of Commerce for

20 years, and am now a member of the Board of Directors
of that orgenization.
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CHAPTER 1II
SUMMARY

As seen from the foregoing depositions, the methods
used in the early day schools and the students attending
are clearly defined. No record of instructors other than
those found in Chapters I snd II are available, But, in
general, records point to the fact that these instructors
were lergely missionaries with college training who served
as class room instructors and, in addition, participsted in
community activities.

Regarding other students the author has roundjs%hat the
following individuals attended these institutions:

Dr. Guy P. MecNaughton, now a practicing physician in the
eity of Miami.

Willis McNaughton, brother of Guy end Rey MeNaughton,
who 1s now a farmer residing esst of Miami, Oklahoma, and
hes, from time to time, served as member of Ottawa County
Feir Board, and is an outstanding leader in agriculture in
this community.

lirs. Socott Thompson, now house wife, Miami, Oklahoma

Ben Dardene, deceased.

Frenk Buck, now in Miami, who has received lerge roy-
alties from the mining industry.

12 Personal Interview



Bert Ambrose end sisters, residence unknown.
Sam Abrams, now of lMiami, whose father, a white man,

now deceased, was at one time Chief of the Quapsaws.
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METHODS OF PROCEDURE IN SCHOOLS

Methods

Aims or objectives
Results
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CHAPTER III
_METHODS  AND PROCEDURE

Regarding presctice and methods used in the early day
schools the research in the preceding chapters points con-
eisely to the situation that practically all early schools
operated on the same plan. While schools were directly
under control of the Federal Government and the teachers,
as a general rule, were paid from government funds, there
still existed a situstion where local patrons' influence
is noticed.

The material, which was furnished by federal funds,
was undoubtedly of the best type aveilable in those days.
The underlying principles or purpose of the schools was to
teach the fundementals of reeding, writing, and arithmetiec,
and general information appurtenant thereto. While we do
find & record that & blacksmiths shop wss held in connection
with some schools, there is no record to show this was an
attempt in vocational training but rether was used for the
purpose of maintaining buildings from an administrative
view-point, Taking into consideration the time snd the
environment surrounding the students it is remsrkeble that
as much good as was accomplished could have been done. Re-
calling the fact that practically 95% of the student body
ceme from Indian homes and whose early training had been

everything but that of a scholestic environment end taking

into consideration the nature of the Indian one must draew
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the conclusion that it was indeed a difficult job to impeart
scholastic training to these early students. The following
letter will probably give as ¢learly an insight into the
method as any other reoord.15

June 30, 1871

"The Peoria school is conducted similarly to the com-
mon school district, end has been in operstion eight
months.

When opened, a large portion of the children could
not speak English and had but & faint idea of what school
meant. They proved very tractable and those who attend
regularly learn fest. One class of seven commencing with
letters have read through Wilson's Second Reader. One
elass of five are in the Third Reader.

I have insisted on their learning but a little at a
time and thaet little well, have used very little force
but governed more by moral suasion, have started an arith—
netic class snd some are ready for geography.

They greatly enjoy writing on a slate. The daily
average attendsnce is small, ebout 14 with 26 names on
the roll.

In intellectusl cspacity my scholers are not below
the average in white schools.

I am, respectfully,

John Collins Isaac, Teacher
Peoria School

Thus we see from the above letter the attitude on the
part of the students was fsvorable, while the method of the
teacher seems to indicate that this purpose was to secure s
good foundation and thet no attempt wes made to include what
is now known &s extrs curriculum activities. In genersl
no attempt was mede to classify the students by grades but
rather by their abllity to accomplish, and as told by some of

the former students their purpose was to complete the books

13 Ibid

14 Ray MoNaughton, Personal Interview
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and not necessarily the grade. This, of course, was in
eccordance with the prasctice used in public schools at thet
date.

The common school courses including resding, writing,

erithmetic, and spelling were offered and an sttempt to teach

algebrea was once started, however, this did not include any

15
secondary or high school work.

15 Oscar LaFalier, Deposition
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CHAPTER IV
INFLUENCE ON PRESENT

Influence on students early life.
Influence of school on community.

Participation in later life of early day students.

Influence on present of early day students.



CHAPTER IV
INFLUENCE _ON _PRESENT

"Give me a child the first six years and you mey heave
him the rest of the days". While this statement is, in
all probebility too nerrow, yet, never-the-less, there is
en essential contained therein which cannot be too easily
forgotten. So it is with the ploneer schools of Oklahoma
which had as their purpose to mold the characters of the
pioneer childreen in the pioneer communities. In this par-
ticuler instunce there is no question but thet the ecrly
life of the students was influenced by these schools. As
the research and study of this paper haes clecrly shown there
was no other opportunity to which the children had access
and from which they might receive scholestie treining. For
that recson the conclusion must be drawn thaet the training
which they received from this source did form the nsth over
which they traveled in later life.

As mey be recalled in the depositionleﬂI am satisfied
that without educational opnortunities, limited though they
were, I probably would never have gotten along as well &s
I have." This stetement coming frowm one who is now =n out-
stending Oklehome leader, as is evidenced by his position in
present dey life, cannot go unnoticed z#nd it is true this

scme epplication mey be used on all the former students.

16 Rey McNsughton, Personal Interview
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In reference to the deposition of Mike Powers, who is
now the father of three sons, one who has served for several
yeurs s school board member, District #20, Ottawa County;
one who is & court reporter for the Oklahoma Industrial Board;
and a third son, who is & county officisl in Ottawe County.
No doubt the position which these individuels hold wes in-

fluenced by the father and hed he failed to receive his early

training the citizenship of Oklashoms would heve been without
the services of these individusls. Case after cuse mey be
quoted, but from the author's viewpoint it is needless to
call attention to more as the point in mind is clesrly illus-
trated by these two typical cases,

Regarding the position held in forming the socisl pattern
of the early communities, the statement thut these schools
pleyed &n importent pert surely cannot be challenged. As
found in depoaitionlaﬂThey(patrons of the community)were all
interested in the school and you know education is one of
the grectest things you can give people. People were all
enxious for their children to go to school and get what edu-
cation they could." This, in the exact wording of a pioneer
student 60 yesrs ago, still would be logic and sound ressoning

19
of eny patron of the present day. Agein found in e deposition

"In addition to the school work that wes done there the school

17 Mike Powers, Deposition
18 Oscar LaFalier, Deposition

19 Ray McNzughton, Personal Interview
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was the center fer secial gatherings, scheel entertainments,
and furnished an eppertunity fer the peeple te exchange ideas
that undeubtedly resulted in better cenditiens in the commu-
nity." As may be seen from the twe feregoing statements, the
schoel did serve an important part and, in all prebability,
played the larger reoll eof community activities. While teday
this may seem an unimportant statement, we must realize that
in pioneer days the thoughts of both patrons and students
were molded by the exchange of ideas received from the schoel,
and that the results were the basis of later citizenship.

In order that we may draw back the curtain and see fur-
ther the results, it would probably be well to enumerate the
part some of the students have played in later life.

1. Ray McNaughtom, Miami, Oklehoma, attorney, two terms
as County Attorney of Ottawa County, member of the State
Board of Examiners, member of various civie organizations,
and, et present, chairman of the Grand River Dam Authority,
which is the 20 million dollar project approved for Noerth-
eastern Oklahoma, and will go down in history as the greatest
project for Northeastern Oklahoma, if not the State of
Oklahoma.

2. Oscar laFalier, Miami, Oklahoma, now a respected
citizen.

3. Mike Powers, Baxter Springs, Kansas, respected
farmer.

4. Dr. Guy P. McNaughton, Miami, Oklahoma practicing
physician.

5. Mrs. Scott Thompson, Miami, Oklahoma, wife of a
prominent attorney.

6. Frank Buck, Miami, Oklahoma, holder of large royal-
ties, and philanthreopist.

7. Sam Abrams, Miami, Oklahoma, respected citizen.

8. Ben Dardene, deceased.

9. Willis McNaughton, Miami, Oklahoma, progressive
farmer.

The list could be continued indefinitely, but for the
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purpose of this paper it is unnecessary as the point is
clearly shown that these individuals have participated and
have formed a part of our present social strata.

Analyzing the preceding statements in this chapter we
are forced to the conclusion that the activities of both the
student body and school patrons plus the part of the pioneer
schools was largely instrumental in forming the "social
pattern™ which even yet today is reflected and in the author's
judgment has formed a citizenship that will long exist and
will be known as a desirable effect.



A.

CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

Present day influence of early school.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

While the preceding four chapters dealt mostly in re-
search and the conclusion therefrom, it seems proper and
fitting that the necessary information is contained therein
to form the basis pertaining to the influence on present day
life.

We recall the formation of early educational institu-
tions, the hardships encountered, the difficulties necessary
to overcome, the progressive attitude in spite of opposition,
and note the results, we are forced to meke the statement
thet without these institutions Oklahoms would heve suffered
a severe loss. The philosophy of our forefathers is marked
in their children. The participation of the children forms
the citizenship and citizenship makes a community. While we
are unable to point to meny outstanding individuals and
probably none who will go down in history, we cannot evade
the faet that these thousands of off-springs, now forming a
part of Oklahoma, are but living the lives which the pioneers
formulated by their early training.

The activities now being promulgated in Ottawe County
are but a reflection of the foundations laid by the many
‘lessons teught in the early school. The formations of our
own local school distriet, the founding of our secondary
educationel institutions, the legislation enascted which formed
the Northeastern Okleshoma Junior College, located at Miami,
Oklshoma, are but a few of the results coming from the early
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seeds of knowledge planted meny years ago.

All of this cannot be measured in dollars end cents,
buildings completed, school houses built, law suits won,
medical cases cured, or large farms built, but it is the com-
posite completion and it is the sincere belief of the author
thet the thread of thinking of these forefathers has formed
a large mirror through which we might look snd see the clear

reflection of Ottawe County as it stands today.
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