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Abstract

One platform commonly used in modern control systems research is the quad-
copter unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). This platform finds many uses in both civil-
ian and military aviation, such as aerial surveillance and imaging, search and rescue
operations, and remote sensing. To perform these tasks, it is increasingly common
to rely on autonomous UAVs to allow the vehicle to perform desired tasks without
an operator. One weakness of the quadcopter UAV is its underactuation, since this
vehicle has six degrees of freedom and only four control inputs. To overcome this
complexity, it is proposed to actuate the vehicle propellers, creating a tiltrotor vehi-
cle, in this thesis of the H-configuration. To this end, the equations of motion of the
vehicle will be established, and an original robust model reference adaptive control
law will be formulated to control the vehicle in the presence of disturbances.

Another current goal in UAV research is in providing a method for the vehi-
cle to manipulate its environment. In this thesis, a two-link robotic manipulator
mounted on a cylindrical hinge will be used. This manipulator will have its own
trajectory generation and control formulation for its end-effector, after which it will
be mounted to the H-configuration tiltrotor. This combined aerial manipulator will
be numerically simulated with the manipulator and tiltrotor control laws running
simultaneously, demonstrating the feasibility of the combined system.

Keywords: Aerial manipulation, tiltrotor, model reference adaptive control, robust

control

XIV



1. Introduction

In the study of control systems, one platform that has come into high demand in
the past two decades is the quadcopter Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), due to the
platform’s high maneuverability, capability to hover, and ability to vertically take off
and land. Additionally, the wide range of potential flight profiles allows quadcopters
to be used for many purposes, such as aerial surveillance in both military and civilian
applications, package delivery, infrastructure inspection, and remote operation and
manipulation. One of the benefits of the quadcopter is that the kinematics and
dynamics of the platform are well established in the literature [1-3]. However,
one difficulty of the classical quadcopter is that it is only actuated in four of the
six degrees of freedom, meaning that the vehicle cannot exert thrust forces in the
horizontal plane.

This limitation of being unable to exert thrust in the horizontal plane means
that quadcopters must pitch or roll to provide lateral thrust, causing a change in
attitude of the vehicle, which can be undesirable for the tasks the vehicle is expected
to perform. One situation, of particular relevance to the research to be presented, is
in the case of a robotic manipulator attached to the quadcopter, because any change
in vehicle attitude requires compensation in the manipulator in order to achieve a
desired configuration or end-effector position. To solve this problem, the use of a
tiltrotor quadcopter, allowing for the ability to exert force in the horizontal plane, is

proposed as a solution. In order to create a control algorithm for the tilt-rotor, the



kinematic and dynamic equations of motion must be deduced. Similar to a standard
quadcopter, the control algorithm for the tilt-rotor will consider the thrust forces
and moment of thrust forces as the control inputs. However, to take advantage of
the ability to tilt propellers, a new control input, the horizontal component of the
thrust force, will be considered as well.

The tiltrotor quadcopter considered in this thesis will be equipped with a robotic
manipulator to enable payload manipulation. In this thesis, the robotic arm will
not be considered as integrated with the aerial platform. Instead, the robotic ma-
nipulator will be considered as a disturbance, whose dynamics are partly known.
The original robust adaptive control laws presented in this thesis will guarantee
satisfactory flight performance despite the robotic manipulator’s dynamics.

This thesis is structured as follows. In Chapter 2, the literature on standard and
tiltrotor UAV’s, robotic manipulators, and aerial manipulation system will be ex-
amined. Furthermore, the lack of literature on the use of Model Reference Adaptive
Control (MRAC) control of tiltrotors and the use of tiltrotors in aerial manipulation
will be highlighted as a motivation for this thesis.

In Chapter 3, a MRAC algorithm will be created in order to provide reference
trajectory tracking within some user-defined constraints on the trajectory tracking
error. Once applied to the tiltrotor quadcopter, this control law allows the vehicle to
operate despite unknown inertial properties of both the vehicle and payload, as well
as other disturbances, such as wind effects and sensor failure. Initially, the payload
modelled will be an inverted double pendulum, with the control algorithm knowing

neither the oscillation frequency nor the mass and inertial properties. Numerical



simulation involving original virtual reality models of the tiltrotor quadcopter will
demonstrate the robustness of the control algorithm.

In Chapter 4, the manipulator used on the aerial manipulator will be modelled,
and the trajectory of the end-effector and control law will be formulated. The kine-
matics of the manipulator will first be derived, and then an algorithm to generate the
end-effector reference trajectory is presented. A Proportional-Integral-Derivative
(PID) algorithm to control each of the joint servos will then be formulated. Finally,
the manipulator, trajectory generation, and control algorithm will be simulated in
the Matlab Simulink environment to demonstrate the efficacy of the chosen control.

In Chapter 5, the manipulator is combined with the aerial platform, creating
an aerial manipulator system. The performance of the proposed robust MRAC
algorithm will be tested in an original Simulink simulation. A detailed walkthrough
on the implementation and use of this simulation will be provided, in order to allows
future users to operate the simulation. In the Appendix, the method of moving a
Computer Aided Design (CAD) model into the Simulink environment used in this
thesis will be presented. This simulator will be made publicly available on the

Mathworks website.



2. Literature Review

2.1. Introduction

This thesis is aimed to analyze the dynamics of aerial manipulators and design
robust control laws for the vehicles. The aerial manipulators considered in this work
comprise of a tilt-rotor quadcopter and a two-link robotic arm. In this chapter, some
major highlights on the state of the art on quadcopter unmanned aerial vehicles,
tiltrotors, two-link lightweight robotic arms, and aerial manipulators.

2.2. Literature Review on Quadcopters

In current control systems research, one commonly used platform is the quad-
copter UAV due to its relatively low operational cost and numerous challenges de-
riving from the fact that these vehicles are underactuated and unable to transport
powerful processing units to execute complex control algorithms. These vehicles are
usually employed in activities such as infrastructure inspection, aerial surveillance,
and remote sensing. Future applications involving the use of quadcopters include
transporting payloads and providing a platform for aerial manipulation.

The simplest way to model the quadcopter is as a rigid body without considering
the vehicle aerodynamics [4]. However, this model is inadequate because it fails
to compensate for the coupled body and motor dynamics of the quadcopter, and
ignores the effects of the rotors themselves [4]. A more complex approach, where

the coupled dynamics are considered, is outlined in [2], wherein the quadcopter



model is approximated from the Newton-Euler method. Similarly, the second order
motor dynamics are linearized about an operating point, and then combined with
the quadcopter modelling [2]. Another approach for the creation of the dynamic
model is the Euler-Lagrange Method, demonstrated by [5]. The final dynamics are
modelled as the summation of the inertial, Coriolis, centrifugal, and gravitational
torques acting upon the quadcopter [5]. The drawback of the above methods is their
failure to compensate for any uncertainties of the system in the dynamical model.

While these methods work for the case of a simple quadcopter, they fail to
account for cases where the center of mass, payload, and inertial properties are
unknown. This proves particularly limiting for quadcopters that must interact with
their environment, since the equations of motion of the control algorithm fail to
react to system changes [1]. By using a Newton-Euler approach, the equations of
motion that express the translational and rotational dynamics and kinematics of the
UAV, while capturing the uncertainties of the center of mass and inertia matrix with
respect to some reference point can be developed [1]. According to L’Afflitto, this
is more suitable to design complex control algorithms able to guarantee satisfactory
results in cases where the payload is non-rigidly attached or the vehicle’s mass
changes over time [1].

Quadcopters are characterized by six degrees of freedom and four control inputs;
where the degrees of freedom are the position of the center of mass and the Euler
angles identifying its actuation, and the control inputs are the total thrust force and
the torques exerted by each propeller. Therefore, quadcopters are underactuated.

To overcome this complexity, one solution is to actuate the vehicle’s rotors, obtaining



so-called tiltrotors. The alternative is to design autopilots comprised of an outer
loop and an inner loop. The outer loop determines the pitch and roll angles needed
to rotate the vehicle and use the horizontal output of the thrust force to reach some
desired position in the horizontal plane. The inner loop determines the total thrust
force and the torque needed to track the reference pitch and roll angles outlined by
the outer loop and the reference altitude and yaw angle chosen by the user. The
outer loop and the inner loop are therefore cascaded control systems, which can be
designed using, for example: PID, backstepping, sliding mode, and adaptive control
laws.

One of the simplest control methods is the PID algorithm, as used by [6-10].
To this goal, the equations of motion of the quadcopter are linearized, and a PID
control law is used in the outer loop to generate the reference roll and pitch angles.
Similarly, in the inner loop, a PID control law is used to track the reference Euler
angles and the desired altitude.

PID control laws rely on linearized models of the quadcopter dynamics and
hence, are effective in arbitrarily small neighborhoods of the equilibrium condition.
However, since the domain of attraction is unknown, the effective range of PID
controllers must be estimated in a conservative manner. To overcome this difficulty
and allow maneuvers in the presence of substantial uncertainties, nonlinear control
techniques should be employed. However, tuning the linear controllers is a signifi-
cantly faster process due to the availability of heuristic tuning methods such as the
Zeigler-Nichols technique or the Tyreus & Luyblen method [11]. Tuning the control

parameters in nonlinear algorithms, such as backstepping, sliding mode, and adap-



tive control is a considerably more difficult task for which there is no systematic
approach.

The first of these nonlinear control methodologies to examine is backstepping. To
create this controller, the dynamical model is rewritten into one that separates the
linear translations and the angular rotations [12], [13]. It can be observed that the
rotational dynamics of a quadcopter are independent of the translational dynamics,
but the translational dynamics depend on the rotational dynamics. This leads to a
similar inner loop outer loop structure as described previously, where the outer loop
controls translation and the inner loop controls rotation. To control the vehicle,
virtual inputs are created, and used to find the thrust force along the z-axis. Once
this step is complete, the virtual inputs found are passed along to extract the other
three control inputs for the rotation. While the backstepping controller does offer a
systematic and continuous way to construct the control inputs, it is not robust to
uncertainties, an issue corrected by other control techniques.

One method that accounts for the uncertainties in the system is sliding mode
control (SMC). The dynamics of the system are taken and transformed into a pair of
differential equations with a virtual input and uncertainties added [14], [15, Ch. 14].
These uncertainties are considered to have an upper bound that can be determined
empirically by knowledge of the quadcopter and the potential flight conditions [14].
A sliding surface is created using the trajectory tracking error of the system, and
along with the virtual control are used in the Lyapunov equation to find the control
input that ensures system stability. From the virtual control, the thrust force control

is found in the outer loop translation controller, and the three angular control forces



are found in the rotational controller. The issue with this control methodology is
its discontinuity, due to its use of the signum function in the formulation of the
virtual control, resulting in chattering because of the finite sampling rate [15, Ch.
14]. A solution to this issue is the use of higher order sliding mode control [16] or
adaptive control algorithms, such as adaptive sliding mode control (ASMC) [17-19].
The benefit of the ASMC approach is that the control gains are adaptive, reducing
the oscillations resulting from the sliding mode controller’s chattering behavior.
Another adaptive algorithm for quadcopter control is the model reference adap-
tive control (MRAC). In order to implement MRAC into the control systems design,
one methodology is to use feedback linearization on the inner loop dynamics [18].
Nonlinearities and uncertainties are captured by means of a regressor vector. This
control method is faster to implement than ASMC and provides smoother control in-
put that SMC [18]. For these reasons, MRAC was selected to design the quadcopter
autopilot in this thesis, and will be examined in great detail in a later chapter.

2.3. Literature Review on Tiltrotors

While the previously examined literature dealt with control strategies for stan-
dard quadcopters, a tiltrotor variation of the quadcopter has come into research focus
in recent years. Tiltrotors increase the number of available control inputs, and in
some configurations are fully actuated [20]. This is achieved through the actuation
of the motors and propellers, allowing them to rotate about an axis and change the
direction of the thrust generated. There are three main types of quadcopter tiltro-

tor configurations: the H-configuration demonstrated by [21], the X-configuration
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Figure 2.1: Types of Tiltrotor Configuration

demonstrated by [20], and the +-configuration demonstrated by [22]. These con-
figurations can all be seen in Figure 2.1. Since the dynamics of these vehicles are
substantially different from one another, autopilots for tiltrotors strongly depend
on the configuration case. The —-configuration is fully actuated, that is, charac-
terized by as many degrees of freedom as control inputs. Indeed, it is possible to
tilt each propeller and regulate their angular rotation to produce forces along and
torques around each of the vehicle’s axes. The X and H-configurations are instead
under-actuated, having six degrees of freedom and five control inputs. These new
control inputs and increased actuation over standard quadcopter systems result in
new potential uses for quadcopter systems [23].

2.4. Equations of Motion of a Tiltrotor Quadcopter

Most of the same control strategies applied to standard quadcopters are also ap-
plied to tiltrotors, with one notable exception. PID control is not used for the entire
vehicle, but rather to control the propellers’ tilt angles in [20],[24]. Sliding mode
control algorithms for tiltrotors are demonstrated by [20],[25]. For ASMC, successful

implementation was achieved by [23],[24]. MRAC control applied to tiltrotor vehi-



cles is presented in [26],[27], and is the basis upon which this thesis is constructed.

2.5. Literature Review on Lightweight Two-Link Robotic Manipulators

Another research area of increasing popularity over the last few decades is mobile
robotic manipulation. While robotic manipulation itself dates back to the 1950’s,
it has recently seen a resurgence thanks to its ability to be integrated into other
platforms to increase their potential uses [28, Ch. 1]. In this section, lightweight
two-link manipulators and their control will be examined, due to their suitability
for aerial manipulation. Two-link manipulators have a wide range of uses due to
their low power consumption, light weight, and large range of motion [29]. These
advantages pair well with different vehicles, giving the manipulator a platform to
increase its range of effect while providing the vehicle with a way to interact with
its surroundings [30]. Lightweight manipulators are especially important for aerial
manipulation, due to the thrust constraints on the vehicle, so minimizing the manip-
ulator weight increases the flight time and movement capabilities of the quadcopter.
One final point about two-link manipulators is that their dynamics and control
formulation dates are well-assessed, with most of the current research taking the
form of neural network control and pairing the manipulator with computer vision
applications. These topics, however, are outside the scope of this thesis.

Control of a robotic manipulator can be broken into three parts: dynamic model
formulation, trajectory generation, and control algorithm formulation. In general,
the robotic manipulator is modelled as a system of rigid bodies represented as a

combination of joints and links [31]. Links are the rigid body lengths between the

10



joints, and joints are the connection between two links, and are most commonly
revolute joints, rotating about one axis [31]. This representation of the manipulator
system is ubiquitous in the literature, however, variations still exist in the way it is
implemented. One representation is using the Euler-Lagrange method, represent-
ing the entire system as generalized motor torques for each joint, with the links
themselves modelled as Euler-Bernoulli beams [32-34]. This representation of the
dynamical model is very useful for torque control of the manipulator. Alternatively,
Newton-Euler method can be applied to finding the dynamics, which is useful for
direction joint angle control of the manipulator, demonstrated in [35-37].

Once the dynamic model is established, the range of possible configurations for
the arm is known. This is where trajectory generation is beneficial, to allow the
manipulator to move end-effector positions in an optimal path while avoiding ob-
stacles and singular configurations [38]. For lightweight two-link manipulators, the
most common trajectory generation methodologies are waypoint planning and poly-
nomial planning, where the planning defines the position, velocity, and acceleration
of each joint. For waypoint planning, a series of points for the end-effector to pass
through are generated, then the desired joint angles solved through the manipulator
kinematics. This method also can solve for the joint velocities at all time, but not
the acceleration, which can only be set as an end goal. Once the joint positions
at the waypoints are found, some optimal trajectory can be found, whether it be
minimum time or minimum cost, where minimum cost usually refers to minimizing
the control input on the manipulator [38]. Various methods of computing the op-
timal trajectory are present in the literature, such as dynamic programming [38],

11



geometric programming [39], or genetic algorithms [40].

For polynomial trajectory generation, the most common polynomial used is a
quintic polynomial , due to its ability to create a system of equations for all states of a
joint simultaneously [41]. This method offers the advantage of not only generating a
smooth position path, but velocity and acceleration as well. This smooth trajectory
minimizes the jerk in the system, which in turn proves to track faster and more
accurately than non-smooth trajectories [42]. Polynomial trajectory generation only
requires the starting state and desired final end state be known, then the coefficients
of the quintic polynomial found by solving the system of 6 equations generated [28,
Chap. 8|, [43]. There are multiple potential poses resulting from the given end-
effector positions, something which the user needs some methodology to determine
which is more desirable. Once this criteria is determined, it allows all states to be
known for all time during the trajectory motion. Furthermore, constraints can be
added to any state, ensuring that the trajectory follows some desired behavior for
the system.

After defining the desired trajectory of the manipulator, control algorithms can
be applied to minimize the tracking error. Many of the control algorithms for
manipulators are the same as those used for quadcopter systems, just applied to
the robotic manipulator dynamical model instead. There is no need for an outer
loop inner loop control design, since every joint can be controlled directly. For both
position and torque control, the error is defined as the difference between the desired
and actual joint states for a given point along the trajectory [28, Ch. 14], [44], [45].

For torque control methods, a PID controller is able to prove the manipulator
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system asymptotically stable [44], [46]. This is done through applying the control
to the torque input of the system to account for the error. However, in the case
of an unknown mass being picked up by the system, the constraint on the torque
bounds cannot be assumed to be met, requiring other control techniques. A similar
constraint exists on PID algorithms for position control. If the payload’s mass is
unknown, it cannot be guaranteed that the system will be stable in all configurations,
requiring more robust techniques in order to verify stability [47].

The presence of unknown mass and inertia uncertainties in robotic manipulators
requires the use of robust techniques in the formulation of control algorithms. Com-
monly used in the literature are SMC, ASMC, and MRAC methods. Backstepping
control is generally not used for robotic manipulators due to failing to compensate
for the unmatched uncertainties [47]. Similarly, feedback linearization is rarely used
due to the need to calculate the entire dynamical model in real time, while depend-
ing on system parameters which are sensitive to uncertainties [48]. Sliding mode
control is used to guarantee system asymptotic stability as long as the desired tra-
jectory is bounded, a condition that can be guaranteed through careful trajectory
generation and constraint formulation [48], [49]. It has the benefit of being insensi-
tive to uncertainties in the system model, provided the sliding manifold is designed
in such a way as to compensate for the unknown part of the system dynamics [49].
The issue with using SMC for torque control units is that the chattering in the sys-
tem is magnified by the use of Pulse-Width Modulation (PWM) inputs, resulting in
systems that heavily oscillate about the goal point. While less extreme on position

control systems, the strain placed on the actuators by the chattering effect promotes
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the implementation of adaptive control methods [48].

One final control method to discuss for lightweight manipulators is MRAC con-
trol. MRAC control is fairly straightforward to implement in two-link manipulators
due to the ideal system dynamics at a set trajectory point being relatively easy
to find [33]. This provides a relatively simple calculation, unlike the high compu-
tational load required to calculate the actual system dynamics in real time [33].
However, many modelling assumptions must be made, such as known payload mass
and perfect joint structure, resulting in a large error between the actual and ideal
system responses that must be corrected by the MRAC algorithm. Furthermore, the
linearization of the ideal system may not be valid for all manipulator configurations,
due to straying too far from the operating point [50]. This in turn limits the valid
operating range of the manipulator, reducing its efficacy in the tasks asked of it.
Hence, ASMC is the much more popular control algorithm for robotic manipulation
[50].

ASMC provides the chattering reduction that MRAC does while also provid-
ing a wider stability region. For this reason, they are much more common in the
literature. One method to achieve fast convergence without chattering is to set
the control gains to be proportional to the sliding variables while at some distance
away from the manifold, whereas in the neighborhood of the sliding manifold the
control gains are set to be inversely proportional to the sliding variables [45]. This
greatly reduces chattering, at the cost of some of the tracking speed, which is why
the addition of a pole placement controller in addition to the ASMC algorithm is

recommended [45]. Alternatively, the adaptive gains can be calculated outside the
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sliding mode algorithm, increasing the implementation cost of the algorithm, but
providing faster convergence and more robust performance [51]. ASMC algorithms
have been successfully implemented into many lightweight two-link manipulators,
as evidenced by [45],[51-53].

Finally, there are other control methods that have become increasingly popular in
robotic manipulation in recent years. These methods include neural networks [54],
[55], fuzzy-logic controllers [56], [57], and machine learning algorithms [58], [59].
While results from these control methods are promising, they are highly specialized
topics requiring in-depth study to successfully implement, and as such are outside
the scope of this thesis.

2.6. Literature Review of Aerial Manipulation

Combining the two topics previously examined creates a new area of study, aerial
manipulation. While the use of UAVs as aerial platforms for carrying systems such
as cameras, sensors, and payloads is not new, the use of quadcopters as carriers for
robotic manipulators has only taken off in the last decade. Currently, there are two
main categories of aerial manipulation. First, the use of one degree of freedom grip-
pers used to transport objects [60]. In this system, the gripper is rigidly attached
to the vehicle, and requires the vehicle to be in a specific position to grasp an ob-
ject, due to the fixed configuration of the gripper. The second method is the use
of a robotic manipulator, such as the two-link manipulators previously discussed,
attached to a quadcopter allowing the vehicle to interact with the environment, due

to the manipulator being actuated and able to move independently of the vehicle
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[60]. Tt is this application of aerial manipulation that we are interested in, due to
the variety of tasks that can be performed, thanks to the wider range of system
configurations granted by the robotic manipulator. These tasks include object ma-
nipulation, tool operation, and environment interaction. As with quadcopters and
manipulators, the dynamic model of the aerial manipulator system must be found
before control synthesis can occur.

The first method of creating the equations of motion for the system is to model
the quadcopter as previously demonstrated, and treat the manipulator as a distur-
bance [61]. The first step of this process is to find the equations of motion of the
manipulator, which is well-defined for two-link lightweight manipulators as previ-
ously demonstrated. Following from this derivation, the manipulator mass, moments
of inertia, and movement states are all added as a disturbance to the quadcopter
model [61]. The disturbance due to the motion of the manipulator is modelled as
a non-rigidly attached payload disturbance, due to the changing of the inertia and
center of mass of the combined system due to its movements. This, in turn, allows
payloads carried by the manipulator to simply be folded into this disturbance with-
out requiring exact knowledge of the payloads mass properties [61]. This method is
extremely limiting for the increased levels of robustness required of the quadcopter
control algorithm, and proves to highly impede the movement and manipulation
capabilities of the aerial manipulator

The second method for formulation of the equations of motion is to treat the
arm and quadcopter as one system, demonstrated by [62], [63]. Here, the dynamic

model of the entire system is found by combining the dynamic model of the robotic
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manipulator with the dynamic model of the quadcopter. This method allows for bet-
ter control of the aerial manipulator, due to the coupling between the two systems’
dynamics being accounted for in this model.

This coupling between the quadcopter’s and manipulator’s dynamical models
mean’s that the vehicle’s stability depends on the manipulator configuration [64].
To account for the coupled dynamics, the entire system is considered when con-
structing the quadcopter control laws in [63],[64]. However, this approach is compu-
tationally expensive and complex, so an alternative approach controlling the system
is provided in [30],[65]. In this method, the computation of the dynamics of the
quadcopter and manipulator are performed separately, but with consideration for
the other system. This requires that each system has knowledge of the others’ posi-
tion, velocity, and acceleration within some bounded uncertainty, and is the method
that will be employed in this thesis. This assumption is easier to make with the
introduction of the tiltrotor platform to the system, due to the increase in possible
flight configurations to counteract the position of the manipulator.

When controlling an aerial manipulator system, examples in the literature exist
for using ASMC [65], [66], MRAC [61], and inverse dynamic techniques [63], [67] to
control the vehicle, while PID and SMC techniques are used to control the manipula-
tor. These systems all demonstrate simple trajectory tracking like circle tracking and
hovering while performing manipulation. However, none of these methods account
for the interaction of the manipulator with the environment. Instead, the reaction
forces of the environment on the manipulator are assumed negligible. Impedance

control offers a way to account for the reaction forces due to its active elasticity,
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which in turns provides a method to reduce interaction force on the vehicle frame
during manipulator contact with the environment [68]. The control method works
to actively minimize the reaction force through minimization of the force output
of the manipulator. However, this methodology requires the assumption that the
quadcopter is at or near a hovering flight configuration during manipulator motion,
in turn allowing the simplifying assumption that aerodynamic forces are not acting
on the manipulator during its actuation [68]. The handicap of this method is its
assumption that the manipulator mass is negligible compared to the vehicle mass,
an assumption not made by any of the previously examined literature.

To attempt to overcome the small manipulator handicap for impedance control,
Cartesian Impedance Control (CIC) can applied to the aerial manipulation system
[62]. The uniqueness of this method is its independence from external force mea-
surements usually required in impedance control, meaning that disturbances on the
system such as unknown mass of the payload can be accounted for in the control
algorithm [62]. This provides a minimization of reaction forces on the aerial manip-
ulator during interaction with the environment, but does not allow the system to
fly at a states that are not near hover.

Finally, it was attempted to find literature sources for the implementation of
robotic manipulators on tiltrotor UAVs, however, there currently is no literature
on these sort of applications. While tools have been rigidly attached to tiltrotors,
as demonstrated by [69], [70], no system more complex than a 1 degree of freedom
gripper can be found. While many authors point out that the increased control

and range of motion provided by tiltrotors would be a benefit in manipulating the
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environment, none go so far as to implement such a system. In fact, all the aerial
manipulation examples above rely on the vehicle being at or near a hovering state
to actuate the manipulator, due to the vehicle not being able to account for the
manipulator motion in its own control. This is a weakness that this thesis hopes to
overcome with its use of a tiltrotor system. Due to the lack of literature on tiltrotor
aerial manipulators, this thesis hopes to provide a starting point for future writings

on this subject.
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3. Control of a Tiltrotor Quadcopter

3.1. Introduction

In this chapter we derive the equations of motion for a H-configuration tiltrotor
quadcopter. Following this, a robust MRAC control law is presented for the con-
trol of the vehicle. Finally, a numerical example illustrates the theoretical results
discussed. The contents of this chapter are primarily based on [26], [27], and all
theoretical results are from the above sources, unless otherwise cited.

3.2. Equations of Motion of a Tiltrotor Quadcopter

Figure 3.1: Representation of the Tiltrotor System
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First, the H-configuration tiltrotor is considered to be comprised of a frame, four
propellers, and a payload. The frame itself is considered as a rigid body, and the
four propellers are considered to be independent from one another, that is, each can
be tilted without consideration to another.

Finally, the payload is considered to be non-rigidly attached to the tiltrotor
frame, resulting in an unknown position of the center of mass and an unknown
inertia matrix, both of which vary in time. Furthermore, the mass of the payload
is considered to be significant with respect to the mass of the body, meaning the
variations in the center of mass and inertia matrix are not negligible.

The position of the tiltrotor’s frame can be defined through the creation of
an inertial orthonormal reference frame I = {O; XY, Z}, where O € R? is the
origin and X,Y,Z € R3 are the axes; along with a body reference frame J(-) =
{A();z(+),y(+), 2(-)} originating at some chosen reference point on the quadcopter
frame A : [ty,00) — R?, with axes z,y, 2 : [tg,00) — R? [71, pg. 11].

The inertial reference frame I will be oriented such that the force due to gravity
is defined as Fg]} = —mgZ, where m denotes the mass of the vehicle and g denotes
the acceleration due to gravity. The mass m and gravitational acceleration g are
both assumed to be greater than zero and constant. The body frame is oriented
such that the y(-) is parallel to the axis about which the propellers rotate, and z(+)
and z(-) are oriented so if x(t) = X and y(t) =Y, t >ty then z(t) = Z.

Next, let us define the translation and orientation between the body and inertial
reference frame. The position between the inertial frame origin O and body reference
point A(-) is defined by the vector rly : [tg, 00) — R?, where the superscript I denotes

21



that this vector is expressed in the inertial frame. Similarly, the velocity of A(-) with
respect to the inertial reference frame is given by vY : [y, 00) — R3. The orientation
of the body frame with respect to the inertial frame can be captured by a 3-2-1
rotation sequence. The angles of rotation are the roll angle ¢ : [ty,00) — [0, 27),
pitch angle 6 : [tg,00) — (=3, 3), and yaw angle v : [ty,00) — [0,27) [71, pg. 11].
Finally, let €; : [ty,00) — R define the angular position of the ith propeller about
its spin axis, where ¢ = 1,...,4, due to the number of propellers. Furthermore, a
new term is added to the equations of motion, the propeller tilt angle, represented
by a;(+),i=1,...,4. From the above, all the terms needed to capture the equations
of motion for an H-configuration tiltrotor are defined.

3.2.1. Kinematic Equations of a Tiltrotor Quadcopter

First, let the position and orientation of the tiltrotor be defined by the vector of

independent generalized coordinates

a(t) = (7 ()T, o), 0(¢), (1) -t = to, (3.1)

In turn, let the angular velocity of the body reference frame with respect to the

inertial frame be captured by w : D x RS — R3. Let D be defined as follows

DL R? x [0,27) x (-% g) x [0,27), (3.2)
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therefore, from [71, Th. 1.7], the final angular velocity of J with respect to I can be

captured as

0 cos o(t)

0 sin¢(t)secO(t)

— sin ¢(t)

cos ¢(t) sec O(t)

1 sing(t)tand(t) coso(t)tand(t)

The matrix in Equation (3.3) is invertible, due to § € (=3, %), and henceforth let it

be known as I'(¢(t)). From the above equation the kinematic equations of motion

can be built as in [71, pg. 18-19]

t > to.

3.2.2. Dynamic Equations of a Tiltrotor Quadcopter

(3.4)

First, the translational dynamic equation will be defined, starting with the 3-2-1

rotation sequence from the inertial frame to the body frame [1]

cos
sin

0

—siny 0
cosy 0
0 1

cosf) 0 sinf
0 1 0

—sinf 0 cosf
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From here, the standard translational dynamic equations as illustrated in [1] is

created

where us : [tg,00) — R denotes the force component along the z(-) axis and is a
new term introduced for the H-configuration tiltrotor. The force component along
the z(-) axis is denotes as u; : [ty,00) — R, gravitational acceleration denoted by
g > 0, and vehicle center of mass with respect to the reference point denoted by A(-),
ro(+) : [tg,00) — R3, are all standard terms in the translational dynamic equation

[1]. To model the rotational dynamic equation, the standard equation set forth in
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[1] is used,

the moments of force applied to the propellers denoted by [ug, us, us]t : [tg, 00) —
R3, and the inertia matrix with respect to the reference point A(-) of the vehicle
given by

I(t) & —Lr;A(t)r;A(t)ém, t > to, (3.9)

where V C R3? is a volume containing the vehicle and r,,4 : [tg,00) — V is the

position of an infinitesimal mass dm with respect to the A(-). Furthermore, the
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inertia matrix of the ith propeller is given by

1) 2 = [ raOrabim, (3.10)

where P; C R? denotes a volume containing exclusively the propeller, and i =
1,...,4 denotes the propeller number.

From (3.6) and (3.7), the final equations of motion are formulated as follows

UL t ftran t7 t ) ] t ~
My | Y| 2 |G AON e,

w(q(t), 4(t)) Jrot(t; q(t), 4(1))

=| |, t>t. (311

CLJ(tO) Wo

mls —mR(q)r}
M(t,q) 2 ! (@relt) . () Elto,oo) XD, (3.12)

mré(t) R (q) 1(t)

where 1,, denotes the identity matrix of size R™*" fi,an(t, ¢, q) is the translational

dynamic equation given by

fuan(t,q,4) 2 (0,0, —mg]" — mR(q)[ic(t) + 2w (¢, 4)fc(t) + w* (g, w™ (q,§)rt],

(3.13)
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the rotational dynamic equation fio(t,q,q) given by

Fot(t,q,4) & — w*(q,9)I(H)w(g, 4) — I(t)w(q, )

- Z[]Pz (t)wpi (t) + w]é- (t)]Pi (t>wpi (t)] —w” (q’ Q) Z ‘[Pi (t)sz’ (t>

i=1 i=1

+ mr&(tw™ (q, §)va(t) + ra(t) Fylq),

(3.14)
G(q) is given by ] o i
10
. R(g) [0 0] Osxs
G(q) = , (3.15)
01
O3x2 13
and finally, the control input u(t) is given by
u = [us, uy, Us, Us, g) . (3.16)

Of note in the above equations is that the propeller inertia matrix Ip, is modelled

as a thin disk, resulting in the following

1 00
2
Ty = @ 3.17
disk — mprop 4 01 0f: ( . )
00 2

where pprop is the radius of the propeller and 1, is the mass of the propeller. This

27



in turn leads us to the final equation for the propeller inertia matrix,

Ip,(t) = Ro(ci(t)) Laisk B3 (04 (£)) + MpropT prop.iTpropsi 13 — MipropTprop.iT prop.is

t>ty. (3.18)

where the Ry(+) term is given by

cos(a;(t)) 0 —sin(ay(t))

Ry(ai(t)) = 0 1 0 ,  t=>to, (3.19)

sin(a;(t)) 0 cos(ay(t))

and 7p0p, 1S the distance from the center of the ith propeller to the reference point
A().

3.2.3. Tiltrotor Gyroscopic effect

In standard quadcopter dynamics, the term Z?Zl Ip (t)wp,(t), t > ty is known
as the inertial counter-torque, and w* (t) S+, Ip.(t)wp,(t), t > to is the gyroscopic
effect. Both of these terms can be seen in Equation (3.14). However, in standard
quadcopter dynamics, the term Zle w*(t)Ip,(t)wp,(t) is ignored, due to a;(t) =0
for non-tilting propellers, resulting in 3+, w* (t)Ip,(t)wp,(t) = 0. For the tiltrotor,
due to «a;(t) not being identically equal to 0 by assumption, this term cannot be
ignored, resulting in the naming of a new term, the tiltrotor gyroscopic effect [26].

This term, while neglected in conventional quadcopter dynamics, cannot be for

tiltrotor vehicles, due to the addition of propeller rotation.
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3.3. Robust Control Formulation for a Tiltrotor

The goal of the robust control algorithm is to allow the vehicle to track some
reference trajectory of the unknown dynamical system while maintaining to some
user defined tracking error and control input constraints.

3.3.1. Modeling the Dynamical System

First thing in the formulation of the control algorithm is the creation of the

unknown dynamical system,

@(t) = Ax(t) + Blu(t) + ©T®(z(t))] + £(t),  x(te) =20, t>to.  (3.20)

In the above equation the known parameters are the system trajectory, control
input, and regressor vector, represented by x(t) € D C R", t > to, u(t) € U C R™,
t > tg, and ® : D — RY, respectively, as well as B € R™™. The unknowns are A,
O, and £(t), where A € R™™ and © € RY*™ capture the parametric and matched
uncertainties, respectively, and £(t) : [tg, 00) — R™ is continuous and captures the
unmatched uncertainties where the upper bound ||£(%)|| < &max, t > to is known.

Furthermore, the reference dynamical model is represented by

j:ref = Arefxref(t) + Brefr<t>7 Tref = Tref,05 t > tOv (321>

where Zot(t) € R™, Ayer € R™™ is Hurwitz, Brer € R™™, and (Ayet, Bref) control-

lable. Additionally, the command input r(¢) € R™ is bounded, and t > ¢,. Next,
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matching conditions are created as follows

Ayt = A+ BK), (3.22)

Bt = BK!, (3.23)

where (K, K,) € R™™ x R™*™ are assumed to exist, as is common in the liter-
ature [18],[26]. Equation (3.22) and Equation (3.23) imply that in the absence of
uncertainties, then the actual system trajectory would converge to the ideal system

trajectory with zero error, where the error is defined as

e(t) = 2(t) — Tres(t), t > to. (3.24)

However, since A and © are unknown, then it follows that K = [KI KT —0%) e
Rm*(n+m+N) s similarly unknown. Instead, let an estimate of K be defined, K, €
R™*(*+m+N) guch that the Frobenius norm, denoted by || - ||, of their difference fits

within some bound € > 0, as shown

||Ke — Kl|p <e. (3.25)

To demonstrate, consider that there is a feedback control law

o(m,K) = Kr, (7, K) e RN  gmx(ntm+N) (3.26)

where 7(t) 2 [T (¢), 7T (t), ®T(x(t))], and the adaptive gain matrix is given by K (t) :
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[to, 00) — R™*(+m+N) Thig allows the creation of the estimated and actual adap-
tive gain error, defined as AK £ K (t) — K., t > t, and Ef/((t) 2 K(t)— K, t>t,

respectively. Recall Equation (3.25), and applying the same methodology, note that

IAK(t) — AK|lp <€,  t>to. (3.27)

3.3.2. Constraint Formulation and Properties

Now, a compact, connected constraint set is created

C 2 {(e,AK) € R" x R™m+N) - pe"Me, AKT'AKT > 0)}. (3.28)

In the above equation, e(t) is the trajectory tracking error x(t) — zyet(t), t > 0,
and M € R™ " is user defined to weight the constraints on e where M = M™T > 0.
Similarly, I' € R#m+N)x(nd+m+N) s the user defined constraints on AK, where
I =I'" > 0. Finally, h : R x R™™ — R is both continuously differentiable and
such that A(0,0) > 0. The reason C is given as both compact and connected is
so that it is both able to capture bounded constraint sets, and that there always
is a subset of the interior C that simultancously contains both (e(t), AK (t)) and

(Ons O (ntm+n)) that exists without the ability to be expressed as two disjoint

non-empty sets.

31



Next,

he(e"Me, AKTTAKT) £ On(b, X) : (3.29)
op
B=eT Me,
hx(e*Me, AKTTAKT) £ OB, X) (3.30)
op
B=eT Me,

X=AKT—1AKT

where he : R x R™™ — R and hx : R x R™™ — R™™ for all (e, AK) € C.

Furthermore, it is assumed that

he(e"Me, AKT'AK™T) <0, (3.31)

hx(e?Me, AKT'AK™) <0, (3.32)

where (e, AK) € C. It follows then that

(On, Ox (ntmty) = arg max h(e™ Me, AKT'AKT), (333
(e,AK)ER" x RmX (n+m+N)

and that hx(-,-) = h%(-,-) <0.

The next property of C to note is that the interior

C = {(e, AK) € R* R™ M) - peThfe, AKTT'AKT) > 0} (3.34)

is not empty, due to the previously defined properties of ~(0,0) > 0 and A(-, -) is con-
tinuous. From the above equations, it is seen that k(e Me, -) must be a strictly non-

increasing function where €T Me = ||[Mze||? and (e, AK) € C and h(-, AK['AKT)
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is chosen such that when AK = 0, the maximum of h(-, AKT'AKT) is achieved.

For example, in [26],

h(eTMe, AKF_IAKT) - hmax - H]\4%6||2 - HAKH%‘,F_U

(e, AK) € R™ x Rm*(n+m+N) = (3 35)

where hpax > 0 is chosen that verifies Equations (3.31)-(3.33). This is achieved
through the fact that 1(0,0) = hyax > 0, he(e? Me, AKT'AK) = —1, and
hx(eT(t)Me, AKT'AK™) = —1,,.

3.3.3. Adaptive Law Formulation

The goal of formulating the adaptive law K (+) is to ensure that all sources of error
maintain boundedness inside the user-defined constraints, despite the presence of
uncertainties. The input to do so will be in the form u(t) = ¢(n(t), K(t)), t > to. By

combining the actual and ideal dynamical systems along with the feedback control

law, the following differential equation is found
é(t) = Apere(t) + Bﬁ((t)ﬂ(t) +£(t), e(ty) = Ty — Tret0, t>to, (3.36)

as well as the function

a €'Pe+tr(AKT'AKT) s

V(e AR) & o ARToaR  (GAK)EC (3.37)
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where V(-,-) is positive definite, and P € R™*" is such that P = PT > 0 and is a

solution of the algebraic Lyapunov equation. This equation is given as

0=ALP 4 PAws+ Q1 (3.38)

where Q1 € R™*" has the properties Q; = Q7 > 0. Next, taking

Sr 2 {(e, AK) € R" x R™HN) . g (e AK) > 0}, (3.39)

and by creating some a >0, 0 > 0, p € R,, and 7 € R"*"+V the result is

Sr(e, AK) £ —alle|[* —alle" PN|PI|AK|[E +2(el|7 ||+ &max) | R(e, AK)[g,  (3.40)

where

R(e, AK) £ '[P — V(e, AK)h.(e* (t)Me, AKT*AK")M|B. (3.41)

It also can be noted that x,(t),t > tq is bounded, due to the fact that A, is Hur-
witz and r(t) is bounded. Additionally, if the error e(-) is bounded, then 7(-) exists
in some such compact set I C R™™™ N where 7(t) = [z (¢),rT(t), —®T(x(¢))]T € 11,
t > to. Now, due to the fact that S, (-,-) is continuous and e, AK are both bounded,

Weierstrass theorem [72, Th. 2.13] can be used, meaning that some such

7 £ arg max Sy (e, AK), (e, AK) € R" x RM*(ntm+N), (3.42)

mell
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both exists and is finite. Henceforth, for simplicity of notation, let Sr«. ax) be
represented by Sy-.

Finally, the adaptive law can be synthesized as follows

K'(t) == Tlr(t)e" (t)(P — V(e(t), AK(t)))
he(eT(t)Me(t), AK ()T 'AK™(t))M)B
+o|le* () PB|[PAK™ (t)][1,, — V (e(t), AK)
Chx (€T () Me(t), AK(OTT'AKT ()™, K(to) = Ko, t>to,

(3.43)

where if Sy« C C with 7* as defined previously, then the developed adaptive law is
such that (e, AK) € C , t > tg. This control law is able to drive the trajectory of the
dynamical system to the desired trajectory within some user-defined constraints, as
is proved in [73].

3.4. Application of the MRAC Algorithm to the Tiltrotor

Now, using the previously developed equations of motion and MRAC control
algorithm, a control strategy will be applied to the tiltrotor vehicle. Starting with
the user-defined continuously differentiable reference trajectory, pitch angle, and roll
angle, given by 71 : [to,00) = R, O : [to,00) = (=%, %), and Yyer : [tg, 00) —

0,27), the virtual translational control input vy, (t) : [to, 00) — R?® and reference
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roll angle ¢yef : [tg, 00) — [0,27) can be defined as

Viran (1) = R(qres)[us (1), 0, u1 (t)]7, (3.44)

v ran t
1 Bwana(l) (3.45)

A
= —ta
¢ref il ’Utran’ (t) bl

In the above equation, R(:) is as previously defined in formulating the tiltrotor
dyanmics, g.f(-) is the vector of generalized reference coordinates, and tan™! is the

signed inverse tangent function. Furthermore,

Vgran.1 (%) oSO 0 —sinb. COS Yrer  SINYper 0
75tran,2 <t> - 0 1 0 —sin wref COS wref 0| Ytran (t)’ t = to,
Ugran 3 (%) Sinfes 0 cOSOes 0 0 1

(3.46)
completin uations (3. an . where, usin uations (3. an .
pleting Equations (3.44) and (3.45), where, using Equations (3.44) and (3.11),

the equations of motion can be rewritten as

13 0 . ftran(ta q(t)v Q(t)) N A
M(t, q(t)) G(t) = +1G(g(t) = Glgret(t))]u(t)
0 T-Yq(t)) frot(t,q(t),4(t))
03x1
+ M(t,4(1)) + (1),
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where the unmatched disturbance is given by [G(q(t)) — G(gres(t))]u(t) and the equiv-
alent control input given by v(t) = [vL, (t), us(t), uz(t), us(t)]T. The equivalent con-
trol input is formulated in such a way that ¢(t) tracks gian(t) within the previously
discussed user defined bounds. Finally, u(t) is found using the reference control
input and Equations (3.44), gef(t) is found from the ideal model, ¢,.f(t) provides
the thrust required to achieve the goal state along the y(-) axis, and the reference
control input computed in order to allow ¢(t) to track gpes(t).

One of the reasons for the use of an adaptive control algorithm is the assumption
that the center of mass and inertia matrix of the tiltrotor vehicle is unknown, so
to estimate them, two twice continuously differentiable functions are defined. First,
To : [tg,00) — R3) an estimate of the center of mass, in this case provided by the
Computer Aided Design (CAD) model used in the development of the numerical
simulation. Secondly, Arc : [tg,00) — R3, representing the unknown part of the

center of mass. This yields the final result

ro(t) =7c(t) + Are(t),  t>to. (3.48)

Likewise, an estimate is developed for the inertia matrix, from the symmetric
and continuously differentiable functions Tquad : [to, 00) — R3*3 which is assumed
to be known and found from the CAD model of the tiltrotor, Ip, : [t, 00) — R3*3
the inertia matrix of the ith propeller, also considered known due to the propeller’s

mass being known, and AT : [ty, 00) — R3*3, capturing the unknown portion of the
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inertia matrix. This results in

I(t) = Tqua(t) + Y _Ip(t) + AI(t),  t>to. (3.49)

i=1

the total estimate of the inertia matrix.
Next, the new equations of motion developed in (3.11) are feedback linearized,

starting from
Q(t> - Qref(t)
e(t) = : t > to, (3.50)
G(t) = dret(t)
where ¢,o(t) denotes the vector of generalized reference coordinates, and ¢(t) is the
vector of independent generalized coordinates, defined in the section on the equations

of motion. Now, the new feedback linearized equations of motion are broken up into

the known and unknown components, with the known dynamics given by

mls —mR(q)T}
M(t,q) = ! gret) : (t,q) € [to,00) x D, (3.51)

W ORY ) T0)

and the unknown dynamics by

3 —mR Ars
AM(t,q) & ’ (@)aret) , (t,q) € [to,00)xD, (3.52)
MATSORT @) AL
resulting in
M(t,q) = M(t,q) + AM(t,q),  (t,q) € [to,00) x D, (3.53)
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where M(t, q) is invertible. Likewise, we define

Firan(t: @ 4) & —mR(Q)[F + 2w (¢, §)Fc(t)

+w (g, §)w™ (g, 4)Tc(t)] +[0,0,—mg]",  t >+, (3.54)

Afuan(t:q,4) = —mR(q)[Ar + 2w (g, §) Arc(t)

+w(q, 9w (q. ) Arc(t)] +[0,0,—mg]",  t=to, (3.55)

such that

ftran(ta q; Q) = 7tran(t7 Q7 Q> + Aftran(tp q7 Q>7 (356)

as well as

Frot (60, 0) 2 — w(q, )T(Ow(g(t), @) — T()w(q(t), d)

— w(q,q) Z Ipwp,(t) +T¢(1) Fy(q) (3.57)

Afeot(t, ¢, 4) £ w*(q, )AI(t)w(q, q) — AL (t)w(q(t), )

+ Arg(H)F,(q),  t>t, (3.58)
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such that

frot (ta q, Q) = frot (t7 q, Q) + Afrot (ta q, Q) (359)

Finally, we define our feedback term as

— 13 Osxs ) O3x1
C((ta q, Qref, UZ) = M(ta q) Qref —

03x3 I''(q) I'(q)w(g, )

—T .
. . ftran(ta q, Q)
- KP(q - Qref) - KD(q - Qref> +ve | — , t > to, (360)

_T .
frot (tﬂ q, q)
where the gain matrices (Kp, Kp) € R®*® have the properties Kp = K} > 0 and
Kp = KJ >0, and the virtual control input vy € R®.
Next, the error dynamics are found, where if v(t) = a(t, ¢(t), qret(t), v2) then the

dynamics are given by

Osxe 16 O6x6 .
é(t) = e(t) + va(t) + &(1),
—-Kp —Kp 15
q" (to) Gout(t0)
€<t0) = — s t> to, (361)
QT(tO) qrq;f(to)
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with the unmatched uncertainties given by £(t) = [01, ggyn(t)] € R' where

- 13 Osx3 |, A firan(t, 4, q)
gdyn(t) = M (t> q)
03><3 F<Q(t)) Afr0t<t7 q, q)
. . 13 O3x3
+[G(q(t)) — Glgrer(t))]u(t) — AM(t, q) gty [, t>t.

O3xs T'(q(t))

(3.62)

However, due to the coupling between the translation and rotational dynamics
due to the fact ro(t) # 0, t > t; and the uncertainties in the center of mass
and inertia matrix, a regressor vector ©T®(q(t),q(t)) is introduced, making the

trajectory tracking error dynamics as follows

Osxe 16 O6x6 .
é(t) = e(t) + [v2(t) + O @(q(t), 4(t))] + £(1),
—Kp —K4 1
e(ty) = o) _ | dutllo) . t>ty. (3.63)
q" (to) Gros(t0)

In the above, we create © and ® such that

or Otran  03x30 (3.64)
03><9 @rot

(D;Ean(qa q)
®(q.q) = . (2,9) eDxR, (3.65)

(I)rot(Q7 Q)
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where, to define Oan, Oroty Pirans Prot, two new functions must be defined. First,

given an A € R™™ b € R™, and n € N, a function My (b, n) exists such that

My (b,n) = (b ® 1,,) € R™"™ (3.66)

and a function Wy, (A) exists such that

n

War(A) £ [eim © (Aejm)] € R™ (3.67)

i=1

where e; ,,, represents the ¢th vector of the standard basis in R™, and ® denotes the
Kronecker product [74, Def. 7.1.2]. Now that these two functions are defined, the

following are created,

Otran = Mw (Tc, 3), (3.68)
Ot = [Miw(War(1),3), 70, (3.69)
Diran(q: ) = War (R(q)w™ (¢, §)w™ (¢, 4)) , (3.70)
W (@ (g, )M (w(g, 9)))
(I)rot(Q> q) = , t >t (3.71)
Fl(q)

where 7 € R? and 70 € R?*3 are unknown. The result of the above identities is

42



that

OtranPtran(¢; ¢) = —mR(q)w™ (¢, §)w™ (¢, §)T e, (3.72)

OrotProt (4, 4) = —w™ (g, 4)Tw(q, 4) + T Fy (q). (3.73)

Now that the adaptive law can be applied to the tiltrotor’s equations of motion in
order to regulate the trajectory tracking error, the goal is to have both the trajectory
tracking and adaptive gain error fit inside some user-defined constraints. To do so,
set w(t) = [¢7(t), T (1), 01xe, DT (q(t), 4(1))]", as well as AK = K(t) — K., t > t,
where K : [ty, 00) — R and K, = —[Kp, Kp, 0x6, OF], where O, is an estimate
of © within some arbitrarily small tolerance € > 0 such that ||©, — O|| < e and
O, € R3%6. Also let

w(t) = AKOr(t),  t>to, (3.74)

then we can see that our trajectory tracking error dynamics from Equation (3.63)

follows the same form as our reference error dynamics from Equation (3.36) where

Osxe ¢ O6x6 a@
Aref = N B = , Lo = s (375)
—-Kp —Kp 1 do

andn =12, m =6, N =39, K = —[Kp, Kp, 0sx¢, ©1], and H((t) =AK+K.— K,

t > 0. This also means that the matching conditions we discussed previously are
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proven with

06x6 16 06><6
A: y B:

06x6 06x6 16

: (3.76)

as well as K, = Ogxg and K = —[Kp, Kp|.
From the computation of the virtual control input and actual control input, the

propeller thrust and drag forces are computed with the following

Ty(t) = kpQ2(t),  i=1,...,4, t>to, (3.77)

D;(t) = kpS% (t), (3.78)

Where T;(t) is the thrust force of the ¢th propeller, D;(t) is the drag force on the
1th propeller, k7 > 0 is the propeller thrust coefficient, kp > 0 is the propeller drag
coefficient, and Q2(t) is the angular velocity of the ith propeller [75]. Also, adjacent
propellers spin in opposite directions, a common configuration for quadcopters, and

are assumed to be equidistant from the reference point A(-), such that

T'prop,1 = Ly ) Tprop,2 = Ly R T'prop,3 = _Ly , Tprop,d = _Ly ,
o - - T (3.79)

Where Ly > 0. Due to the tilting of the propellers about the vehicle y-axis, the
thrust components are broken up into 7; , £ T(t) sin a;(t) and T . 2 T;(t) cos ay(t)
components, where they represent the thrust force component of the ith propeller
along the body frame x and z axis, respectively. This gives us the vector of thrust
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forces T £ T2 T, To e Tow, Ts oy Ty Taoy Th JT in the form u(t) = MT(t),t > t,

such that
-u5(t)- - 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
uy (t) 1 0 1 0 1 0 1
u(t)| = | L, kp L, —kp —L, kp —L,
w®| |-L. L. L. L. L L. -L
_u4(t)_ ] kp -L, —kp —-L, kp L, —kp

T(t),

tZtOJ

(3.80)

where, due to L., L,, and kp all being positive values, the matrix M is full rank

and as such is Moore-Penrose invertible. This means that the Moore-Penrose inverse

M™ is defined as in [74, Pro. 6.1.5]

M+ L [MTM]flMT

Meaning our computed vector of thrust forces T*(t) is calculated as

T*(t) = M*tu(t), t > to,
and the propeller tilt angles from
* (t
;(t) = tan™* T}jéts, i=1,...,4,

where tan~! is the signed inverse tangent function.
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3.5. Numerical CAD Simulation

To test the theoretical result derived above, a tiltrotor with mass and inertial
properties identical to one used in research was modeled in Solidworks CAD, as

shown in Figure 3.2.

Figure 3.2: CAD model for an H-configuration tiltrotor quadctoper.

From this step, the CAD model shown in Figure 3.2 was then imported into
a Matlab Simulink environment, where the tiltrotor is made up of a frame, four
actuated rotating arms attached to the motors, four rotating propellers, and an
actuated inverted pendulum. The inverted double pendulum was considered as a
payload disturbance, where the first pendulum link attached to the tiltrotor frame
oscillates at 0.5 Hz with an amplitude of 10 degrees and the second pendulum link
oscillates at 1.5 Hz with an amplitude of 20 degrees. The payload’s mass is 0.1 kg,

and each pendulum section has a length of 0.154 m. Furthermore, the mass of the
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tiltrotor frame and propellers is 1.667 kg. Finally, the tiltrotor principle moments
of inertia are 0.0317, 0.0643, and 0.0319 kg(-)m? along the z(-), y(-), and z(-) axes,
respectively.

For the simulated trajectory, the reference pitch and yaw angles were set to
Oret(t) = tret(t) = 0, t > to, and the reference position given by r! :(t) = [2 cos(0.35(t—
10)), 2in(0.35(t — 10)), 2+ (t —4)/30]*. In addition, the frequency and amplitude of
oscillation of the payload was considered as unknown to the controller. Additional
disturbances were added in the form of a wind effect of 10 m/s along the X axis of
the inertial frame from time ¢t > 10, and a simulated failure of the inertial measure-
ment system during ¢ € [15, 20] where the measured roll, pitch, and yaw angles were
all set to zero. One final disturbance was an underestimation of the vehicle mass
and inertia properties by 10%. The purpose of these disturbances were to show the
robustness of the proposed MRAC control law. As can be seen in Figure 3.2, the
tiltrotor closely tracks the reference trajectory throughout the entire flight period,
despite the introduction of disturbances to the flight model. The root mean square
of the trajectory following error is 18-1073 m.

Of note in the control inputs illustrated in Figure 3.3, the effect of the double
pendulum perturbation on the pitching moment u3(-) can be followed as the control
input shows similar profile to the position of the payload on the double pendulum
throughout the flight time. Furthermore, the horizontal force us(-) and the pitching
moment u3(-) show an increase due to the presence of aerodynamic drag. One
final note is that there is as rapid fluctuation in control inputs right after t = 20

as the controller compensates for the error induced by the failure of the inertial
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4| |—Actual Trajectory
- - Ref. Trajectory

X [m] Y [m]

Figure 3.3: Trajectory of a tiltrotor following an ascending spiral reference trajec-
tory.

measurement unit.

Finally, showing that the trajectory tracking and adaptive gain errors meets
the user-defined constraints is shown in Figure 3.4. As can be seen, h(-,-) meets
the user-defined constraints on the trajectory tracking and adaptive gain error, as

defined in Equation (3.35)
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Figure 3.4: Control inputs
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Figure 3.5: Constraints
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4. Control of a Two-Link Robotic Manipulator on a

Cylindrical Hinge

4.1. Introduction

The goal of this chapter is to outline trajectory generation and control algorithms
for a two-link robotic arm, such as the AX-12A Smart Robotic Arm, that will be
installed on the tiltrotor quadcopter presented in Chapter 3. First, the techniques
used to define the trajectory of the robotic arm end-effector will be discussed suc-
cinctly, and a PID control tehnique will be illustrated. Finally, the effectiveness of
these guidance and control techniques wil be demonstrated by means of a numerical
simulation.

4.2. Properties of the Robotic Manipulator

In this thesis, we consider the robotic manipulator similar to the AX-12A Smart
Robotic Arm by CrustCrawler Robotics, whose Solidworks model is shown in
Figure 4.1. This robotic arm is modelled as a two-link robotic arm mounted on a
cylindrical hinge. Specifically, let (1) denote the rotating base, (2) denote the first
joint and servo, (3) denote the second joint and servo, and (4) denote the end-effector.
The first arm link joins (2) and 3), the second arm link joins (3) and (4), and the
segment joining (1) and (2) forms a cylindrical hinge. In the following, we will refer

to this modelling choice as a two-link robotic manipulator on a cylindrical joint.
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Figure 4.1: CAD model of the AX-12A Smart Robotic Arm

4.3. Inverse Kinematics of a Two-Link Robotic Manipulator on a Cylin-

drical Joint

In order to control a robotic manipulator, two classes of control techniques are
generally used. Specifically, position control techniques deduce a path for the robotic
manipulator to reach the desired position and the resulting control inputs are com-
puted by exploiting the inverse-kinematics [28], [76]. These techniques are usually
effective whenever the manipulator’s inertial properties, kinematics, and dynamics
are well known. Alternatively, torque control techniques deduce the required control
inputs as functions of the trajectory tracking error [44], [46]. These techniques are
usually preferred whenever the manipulator’s models are affected by uncertainties
or external disturbances may occur. In general, the computational cost of torque-

control techniques is higher.
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Figure 4.2: Schematic representatino of a two-Link manipulator on a cylindrical

joint

In this work, we exploit a position control technique. To this goal, let the desired
position of the end-effector be given by [z(t), y(t), z(t)]*, t > to. Moreoever, let 05(t),
t > to denote the angular position of the cylindrical hinge, 0;(t), the angular position
of the first arm link measured about the axis orthogonal to the cylindrical joint, and
0(t) the angular position of the second arm link. In this case, the position of the
end-effector in the plane rotating with the cylindrical joint is given by [77]

r(t) [y cos01(t) + la cos(61(t) + 02(1))
- L >t (4.1)

2(t) [1sin 6 (t) + losin(0(t) + O-(t))

where [; > 0 denotes the length of the first arm link, I3 > 0 denotes the length of

the second arm link, and [y # l5. Therefore, the position of the end-effector is given
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0,(t) = tan™! (ﬁ> ~ tan! ( 3 ELHS?;(H?( t)) , (4.3)

ou(t) = SV (4.4)

03(t) = tan™* (M> : (4.5)

where,

r2(t) + 22(t) — (12 +13)

D(t) =

(4.6)

and tan~! denotes the signed inverse tangent function [28, Ch. 4]. Equations (4.3)
and (4.4) show that there exist two pairs (6;(-),02(+)) that allow the end-effector to
reach the same position. Furthermore, note that (4.3) is well-defined since r(¢) > 0,
t > to, and Iy # [s.

4.4. Trajectory Generation for a Two-Link Robotic Manipulator

Once a relation between end-effector position and configuration angles has been
established, the next step is to generate continuously differentiable trajectories for
each manipulator joint to move the end-effector from some known initial position
to some desired end position. Specifically, assume that 6, and 0; ; are known.

The trajectory generation problem is that of finding 0;,.¢(t), t € [to,ts] so that
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O ret(to) = 0i0, Oiret(ty) = 0, f, and additional constraints are satisfied. Examples
of constraints to verify are the joint’s maximum angular velocity or acceleration.
In this thesis, we use a quintic polynomial trajectory planning technique, which is
common in the robotic manipulator literature [28], [41-43]. For this method, it is

assumed that

Oivet(to) = 610,  i=1,2,3, (4.7)
9i,ref<t0) = V;,0 (4.8)
éi,ref(tO) = w0, (4.9)
Oiret(ty) = 6, 5, (4.10)
O res(ts) = vi, (4.11)
Oivei(ts) = v, (4.12)

are known, and [28§]

Qi,ref(t) = Q;,0 + CLi’lt + ai,2t2 + ai73t3 + ai,4t4 + (li75t5, t e [to, tf], 1= 1, 2, 3,

(4.13)
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where a,; € R, i =1,2,3, j =1,...,6. The polynomial coefficients a; ;, i = 1,2, 3,

j=1,...,6, are computed as follows. First, it follows from Equation (4.12) that

9i,ref<t> = O -+ Cliyl + 2&1'72?5 + 3ai73t2 —+ 4&1'74753 + 5&1'75754, t e [to, tf], 9, = 1, 2, 3,

(4.14)
éi,ref@) = 0 + 0 + 2CL1"2 + 6(11'73?5 -+ 12ai,4t2 + 20@@52&3, (415)
and it follows from Equations (4.7) - (4.12) that
b;.0 1ty 3 8 ty oty | |aio
Vi0 0 1 2t0 St% 4tg 51% A1
Q0 0 0 2 6tp 1265 20t3| |aiz
= . (4.16)
0; s Loty 7ttty | |ais
;. f 0 1 2ty 3t% 4t} 5t} | |aia
oy f 0 0 2 6t 12tfc 2015?} ;5

The determinant of the matrix in Equation (4.15) is equal to —4(¢o — tf)?, which is

non-zero whenever ¢, # t¢. Thus, the matrix in (4.16) is invertible whenever ¢, # ;.
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Therefore, a;, i = 1,...,6, can be captured as

aio 1ty 3 &t t 0; 0
Q1 0 1 2t0 37% 4t% 5t% Vi0
;2 0 0 2 6tp 122 20t} Qi
= . (4.17)
i3 Loty 5 3ty 1} 0; ¢
Qig 0 1 2ty 3t7 4t} 5t; Vi, f
_CLZ',5_ _0 0 2 6tf 12t3c 2015?_ _Oé@f_

4.5. Control of a Two-Link Robotic Manipulator on a Cylindrical Joint

In this section, the formulation of the control structure for one joint servo will be
discussed. The same process can be applied to all joint servos. First, the inductance
and resistance of the servo are used to develop the electrical plant transfer function
28, Ch. 10|

1

T1,z’(<91) = m, S1 € (C, 1= 1, 2,3, (4.18)

where L; > 0 denotes the inductance and R; > 0 denotes the resistance of the servo.

Second, the mechanical transfer function of the servo is found as [28, Ch. 10]

1

== eC  =1,2,3 4.19
Ji52+Bz’, 52 ) ? ) Sy Dy ( )

T2,1(52)

where J; > 0 denotes the servo inertia and B; > 0 denotes the servo damping.

Finally, the torque constant K;; > 0, = 1, 2, 3, and back electro-magnetic frequency
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e 1 T
Ui(s) =/ Lis+R | Jis+Bi [TTo,)

46;]

Figure 4.3: Block diagram of a joint servo system

Kemei > 0 are found, and it follows from (4.18) and (4.19) that the full servo model

is given by [28, Ch.10, Eqn 10.13]

O;(s) Kot .
= : , ecC, =1,2,3, (4.20
UZ(S) [(JZS + BJ(LZS + R) + Kt,iKemf,i] 5 ! ( )

here U(-) denotes the Laplace transform of the control input and the ©;(-) the
Laplace transform of 6;(-). This transfer function is shown in Figure 4.3.

Now, let ©;,¢(-) denote the Laplace transform of 6; ,e¢(-). To control the servo,
a PID compensator is introduced, yielding the final servo block diagram shown in
Figure 4.4. This process is then repeated for every servo joint in the manipulator

system.

a L P 1
m’@—PID(s) UZ(S) r LiS-f—Ri ‘Kt,z JiS+Bi @Z(S)’

Figure 4.4: Block diagram of servo with PID controller
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4.6. Results

The robotic manipulator shown in Figure 4.1 was first modelled in Solidworks,
then the CAD model imported into the Simulink Environment in Matlab. Next, the
inverse kinematics equations, trajectory generation, and PID controller described
previously are implemented in the Simulink environment to ensure the efficacy of
the trajectory generation and control law. Additionally, an independent Gaussian
white noise feedback disturbance was added to each of the joint servos to simulate
electrical disturbances. To test the model, a trajectory involving first a rotation,
then a motion in the 2D-plane, then a combined motion was used to demonstrate the

manipulator’s range. The results for each manipulator joint are shown in Figures

4.5 - 4.7
- -Ref. Trajectory
'l '—Actual Trajectory
5 06—
<

Figure 4.5: Closed-loop trajectory of the first joint
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- -Ref. Trajectory
— Actual Trajectory

0

35

Figure 4.6: Closed-loop trajectory of the second joint

As can be seen, the actual trajectory closely follows the desired trajectory, where
the root mean square of the end-effector trajectory following error is 13 - 1073 m.
Future work direction consists of using robust adaptive control laws to control the

robotic arm.

03(t)

- -Ref. Trajectory
— Actual Trajectory

02 I I I I
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Time [s]
Figure 4.7: Closed-loop trajectory of the third joint
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5. Control of an Aerial Manipulator

5.1. Introduction

In this chapter, the numerical results obtained by integrating a tiltrotor quad-
copter and a two-link robotic manipulator are presented. These results have been
achieved employing an original Simulink simulator, whose features are presented in
detail.

5.2. Modelling the Aerial Manipulator

The first step in the creation of a virtual reality simulator to test the ability of the
robust MRAC law presented in Chapter 3 was to create the combined CAD model
of the aerial manipulator system. While both the tiltrotor and manipulator had
been separately modelled, they needed to be combined into a single CAD model
to be imported into Simulink. As previously discussed the tiltrotor model was
formulated based on the actual measured dimensions of a tiltrotor vehicle used for
flight experiments, and the manipulator CAD model based on the AX-12A Smart

Robotic Arm used in robot vision and control experiments.
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Figure 5.1: CAD model of the aerial manipulator system

This resulted in the CAD model illustrated in Figure 5.1. This CAD model was
then imported into the Simulink environment (see Appendix A). In this model,
the robotic manipulator is considered by the quadcopter’s control law as a payload
disturbance of unknown mass, position, and inertial properties. Additionally, a 10
m/s wind disturbance is introduced, in order to further demonstrate the robustness
of the MRAC control law. The results of this simulation will be presented after a
detailed description of the simulator.

5.3. Setup and Initialization
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ﬂ Tiltrotor_Dat_File.mn
*&| Tiltrotor.sh
ﬂ Initialize Variables.m

+ Plotting Functions
+ Equations
+ CAD Files

Figure 5.2: Necessary files for simulation

The first thing to do to operate the simulator is to ensure that all the necessary
files are in place. In the main Matlab screen, the file list on the left side should
look as in Figure 5.2, where Tiltrotor Dat File.m contains the necessary mass,
position, and inertial properties for the aerial manipulator based on the Solidworks
model,

Tiltrotor.slx is the simulation itself, Initialize Variables.m provides the Mat-
lab script to implement the user defined tuning parameters into the model, the
scripts to produce the plots resulting from the simulation are stored in the folder
Plotting Functions, the image functions used in the simulation masks stored in
the Equations folder, and the CAD files responsible for providing visuals for the
simulation stored in the CAD Files folder. Once these files and folders are verified
to be in place, the Tiltrotor.slx file can be opened to start interacting with the
simulator. Upon opening the simulation, the user will see the interface shown in

Figure 5.3.
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Note: All Equation Numbers are from the Master's Thesis "Control and Simulation of a Tiltrotor Aerial Manipulator” by John-Paul Burke, 2019

Plot Constraints @

Steps to Run the Simulation - Double Click Buttons

bt i S L Sl Tune Servo 1 PID Gains ] Tune H_max and Sigma
Gains, where Servo 1 s the first -
am joint, Servo 2 is the second -
turntable servo

2. Pick H_max and sigma

3. Tune the Kp and Kd terms Run Set Up Script

4. Run the setup scripl. It sets up Select an Adaptive Law
the Aref matrix with Kp, Kd and L
solves the Lyapunov Equation

Plots

5. Select the Desired Adaptive
aw

6. Run the Simulation

[}

Advanced Control

Syustems Lab
Trajectory Generation Controller Vehicle Log Data
Outt
outz
outs Advanced Control
Sustems Lab

Arm Trajectory ' Manipulator Servo Controller

Figure 5.3: Simulator Graphical User Interface (GUI)

This is the top level of the aerial manipulator simulation, providing its general
structure. First, by selecting from the menu on top of the Simulink workspace
View > Model Explorer > Model Workspace, where the user can verify that the
physical properties of the aerial manipulator are properly implemented; see Figure

0.4.

P AX12_18SmartArm - Simulink academic use
File Edit View Display Diagram Simulation Analysis Code Tools Help

C‘qj] ~ [ & Library Browser Ctrl+Shift+L b Al (‘pd 1D AN~ o
~ Model Explorer & Model Explorer Ctrl+H
Ax12_1_f U@l Variant Manager [H R Workenace £
® |"a =1 Simulink Project Pt et
| Model Dependency Viewer

®Q Diagnostic Viewer

Figure 5.4: Opening the model workspace
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Search: | by Name ~ | Name: | | G4, Search

Model Hierarchy 9 | == Contents of: Model Workspace (only) (running) | Filter Contents Model Workspace
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Arm Trajectory ¢

MATLAE Code:

i
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Subsystem16
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Figure 5.5: Model workspace

The Model Workspace window should look as in Figure 5.5. If it does not match the
figure, or a “Model Workspace not found” error displays when the simulation is run,
then the user should reinitialize the model workspace as follows. First, navigate back
to the Model Workspace window, select the Data Source option on the upper right
side of the display, select Matlab File from the drop down menu, then navigate
through the file list and select Tiltrotor Dat_File.m.

Successively, select Reinitialize from Source, then close the window. This
will ensure the import of the CAD model properties into the simulink environment.
At the top left of the simulation, as seen in Figure 5.3, are a group of eight blocks

in two columns, three on the left and five on the right; double-clicking any of these
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Figure 5.6: Model workspace reinitialization

blocks activates a pop-up menu with sliders to tune the selected parameters. The

three blocks in the left column each tune a particular manipulator joint servo. In

order from top to bottom, they tune the first arm joint servo, the second arm joint

servo, and base turntable servo. Double-clicking on any of these results in the pop-

up shown in Figure 5.7,where the sliders tune the Kp, K;, and Kp gains for the

controller of the servo selected.
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Block Parameters: Subsystem19 *
Set Servo 1 PID Gains

Set KP
-10.0 100.0

Set KI
-10.0 100.0

E
o ]

Set KD
-10.0 100.0

Cancel Help Apply

Figure 5.7: Tuning the manipulator servos PID gains

Moving on to the right column, double-clicking the top block Tune H max and

sigma generates the interface shown in Figure 5.8, where hy., and o are presented

in (3.35) and (3.43), respectively.

Block Parameters: Subsystem14 *
Set Values

Set Hmax
1.0 1.000e+10

800

Set Sigma
0.0 1.0

(I T T O I O R A |
A :
Cancel Help Apply

Figure 5.8: Tuning M., and o

66



Block Pararmeters: Subsystem12 >
Set Values
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¥
0.100 500.0

0.100 500.0

-100.0 1000.0

»

»
o w
%]
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Cancel Help Apply

Figure 5.9: Tuning gains Kp and Kp

Next, by double-clicking either Tune K_P or Tune K_D the interface shon in Figure
5.9 appear. In this interface, the user inputs the diagonal terms of the gain matrices
Kp and Kp for the MRAC control law, in order to tune the system. Each gain
is labelled with the parameter it effects. Finally, by double-clicking Run Set Up
Script, the user-selected tuning parameters in Tune K_P and Tune K_D are used to
generate the A, matrix, which is used in turn to solve the Lyapunov equation fo

the matrix P, which will be used later in the simulation.
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Block Pararneters: Subsystem11 >
Select the Adaptive Law

® Proposed adaptive law
(O e-modification MRAC

Cancel Help Apply

Figure 5.10: Selecting an adaptive law

Finally, by double-clicking the Select an Adaptive Law button, the prompt in
Figure 5.10 appears, where the user can either select the MRAC control law pre-
sented in Chapter 3 and in [26], [27], or the e-modification MRAC control algorithm
presented in [78].

5.4. Trajectory Formulation

Following the initialization and tuning of the simulation, the next step is to
define the trajectories of both the tiltrotor and the manipulator end-effector. First,
the method for generating the tiltrotor trajectory will be discussed, followed by the
manipulator trajectory formulation.

5.4.1. Tiltrotor Trajectory Generation

To setup the tiltrotor trajectory, double-click the trajectory generation box from
the main simulator screen, which should result in figure 5.11, which takes the
time input and passes it into the user defined trajectory functions, and outputs
Tref (), Yret(+)s Zret(+), Oref (), and ee(+). Double-clicking the blue box results in Fig-
ure 5.12, where the user defines the time dependent functions for zief, Tref, Yref, Oref,

and e, in order from top to bottom. In this example, the O(t) = 0, t > %

68



These functions create the reference
signals for the drones to follow. The
necessary outputs are signals in x, y,

z, and yaw.
(5————+In1 Input Refsk————( )
_ Reference Vactor

Spiral

Figure 5.11: Vehicle trajectory generation

and .f(t) = 0, hence their assignment as a constant here, however, to define a
time dependent trajectory function, double-click one of the Matlab function blocks
pictured in Figure 5.12 to see the function shown in Figure 5.13, where the desired

trajectory for each time interval is defined.

4

L1 ) time -fﬁ zref = :

1
e 1 time wref
=>—btime4\ yret|—p L
Ye
fen

Input Refs

Yawc

Figure 5.12: User defined trajectory functions
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function xref = fcn(time)

xref = 0;
if (cime >=6) && (time < 10)
xref = 2% (time-6) /4;

end
if {(time >=10) && (time « 50)

xref = ZEcos ([ (2%pi) f40% (time-10)) ;
end
if (time >=50) &&(time < &5)

xref = Z¥%cos((Z2%pi)  40%(40)):

end
if (cime >= E5)

xref = Z2%cos((2%pi) /40* (time-25)) ;
end

Figure 5.13: Inside the user defined trajectory functions

These trajectory functions take the current simulation time, input it into the ap-
propriate trajectory segment, and then pass into the simulation the desired position
for that time. These functions can be edited by the user to have the tiltrotor track
any chosen trajectory.

5.4.2. Manipulator Trajectory Generation

Similar to the tiltrotor trajectory creation, by navigating to the Arm Trajectory
Generation block from the top level view, the arm trajectory can also be edited.
Once the screen pictured in Figure 5.14 is visible, by double-clicking the Matlab
function under Input Desired end-effector Position to setup up the desired
positions, the function shown in Figure 5.15 will be displayed, where the initial
conditions and the desired start and end points for the manipulator can be input

for each time interval.
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Figure 5.14: Manipulator trajectory generation
E}function [rf, zf, thetaf, t0,tf ,r_old,z_old,theta_old] = fcni(t)
-|%define the end effector position of the arm system in cylindrical

fcoordinates at each endpoint of arm motion The position stated is the
fdesired finmal position of the arm at the end of the segment of time
F%indicated

rf = 1.204; 3fc

zf 0; %ftc

thetaf = 0; %rad

td = 0;

tf = 2;

r old = 1.204;

z_old = 0;

theta old = 07
if £t > 0 &5t < 2

r old = 1.204;

z_old = 0;

theta old = 07
td = 0; %initial time start

2;

tf = ftime end
rf = 1.204; %fc
zf = 0; %ft

thetaf = 0; %rad

end

Figure 5.15: User defined manipulator trajectory
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In each segment, update r_old, z_old, and theta old with the final end-effector
position from the previous time segment, set t_0 to be the starting time of the
current segment, t_f to be the ending time of the current segment, and rf, zf,
and thetaf to be the desired final end-effector position for this time segment in
cylindrical coordinates. These coordinates are considered to have their origin at the
center of the first manipulator joint. Following the coordinate inputs, the function
outputs the variables for the correct time step, which are then passed to the Matlab
functions under Find q_0 and q_f, where the required joint angles will be found
for the desired end-effector positions. Due to most end-effector positions having
two possible configurations, this Matlab function is designed to choose the one that
maximizes the manipulator distance from the body.

The Confirm Feasible Configuration function verifies that the desired end-
effector position is within the feasible configuration space for the manipulator. Fi-
nally, the three functions under Generate Joint Trajectories apply the quintic
polynomial trajectory generation method previously discussed in order to find the
desired position of the manipulator joints for all time. In this section, the only
two pieces that should require user modification are the Arm Lengths constants, if
a new manipulator is installed in the simulator, and the Desired end-effector
Position function, in order to generate a different manipulator trajectory.

5.5. Control of the Aerial Manipulator

Moving to the right of the two trajectory generation blocks in the top level view

of the simulation, there are two blocks titled Controller and Manipulator Servo
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Figure 5.16: Tiltrotor MRAC control law

Controller. These blocks are the control laws for the tiltrotor and manipulator are

implemented in the simulation.

5.5.1. Control of the Tiltrotor

To control the tiltrotor vehicle, double-click on the Controller block from the
main simulation screen, which results in the interface shown in Figure 5.16. This
block takes the state data found either through initialization or the last iteration
of the simulation as well as the ideal trajectory of the system, and passes it first
through the control law and then finds the ¢.cf(-) necessary to allow the vehicle to
meet its trajectory goals. This results in the necessary control inputs in order to find
the required motor thrust and tilt angles, calculated in the vehicle block. First, by
double-clicking in the Constrained block, the user sees all the inputs being passed

into the control law captured in Figure 5.17,
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Figure 5.17: Inputs from simulator to the control law
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Figure 5.18: Derivation and stacking of the reference values

followed by the derivatives of the reference signal being taken and then stacked with
the reference signal values (see Figure 5.18), and finally, the calculation of the error

between the reference and actual values (see Figure 5.19).
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Figure 5.19: Calculation of trajectory tracking error
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Lyapunov Equation - Get P (From Setup Script)

[12x6] [B]
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P

Figure 5.20: Introduction of Lyaponuv equation solution

From here, the solution of the Lyapunov equation from (3.70) is introduced (see
Figure 5.20), leading to the calculation of our A(-,-) value from Equation (3.35),

shown in Figure 5.21.

Equation 3.35
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+
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=
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Figure 5.21: Calculation of h(-,-)

;

le] —

[delta K] ——————— P deliakl {
ﬁ deitak_fro m:‘i‘::fy

76



le]

Equation 3.37

!
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[h]
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Figure 5.22: Calculation of V(-,-)

Next, V(-,-) is computed from (3.37), shown in Figure 5.22, and used to calculate

the adaptive gain K (-) as in (3.43), shown in Figure 5.23. Of note is that the Gamma_x

function, circled in Figure 5.23, can be edited by the user in order to change the

Matrix
Multiply

Equation 3.43

Adaptive Rates

Matrix
Multiply

igma Modification

Figure 5.23: Computation of the adaptive gain K (-)
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function Gamma x = fcn ()

%This function allows the user to tune the weighting the adaptive law gives
%to each parameter of the adaptive law

Gamma x = eye (57);

Gamma x(1,1) = 3; %x (what corresponds to pi(t))

Gamma x(2,2) = 10; %y

Gamma x(3,3) = 250;%z
Gamma x(4,4) = 60;%phi

Gamma x(5,5) = 25;%theta
Gamma x(6,6) = 30; %psi

Gamma x(7,7) = 1; Sxdot

Gamma x(8,8) = 5; Sydot

Gamma x(9,9) = 75;%zdot

Gamma x(10,10) = €0;%1 phidot

o ol

Gamma x(11,11) = 25;%thetadot
Gamma x(12,12) = 25;%psidot
Gamma x(13,13) = 1; SReference (set to zero)

Figure 5.24: Function to allow user to tune the weighting matrix I,

weighting of specific states in the adaptive law. The specific state each parameter
effects is commented into the function, illustrated in Figure 5.24. Continuing from

here, AK(-) is then calculated in the block shown in Figure 5.25.

Calculate Delta K

)

[K] :

(K] »

Control_law —h4~ =0 [deltaK]
Kp P Kp
> 0
Kd Pk A ke > -
fcn
Theta_e P Theta_e

Figure 5.25: Computation of AK(-)
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Equation 3.74

st v || v el T (D

[PIE]
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Figure 5.26: Computation of vy(+)

Finally, vs(+) is captured using Equation (3.74) as shown in Figure 5.26 and then
passed to Finding Phi_ref. Going back out into the Controller Subsystem and
then double-clicking on the Finding Phi_ref block, the value of vy(-), the actual
state values, reference state values, center of mass, and inertia properties are im-

ported, as shown in Figure 5.27.

Inputs

Gr— 12

vz

Phiref

]

e
&

pui

[Ra]

< [x]
e < xdot]
! 1l
[ydet]
[wpidot] [z]
[zdot]
=
Iehi]
< [phidof]
[thets]
[1p2]
[thetadot]
< psil
[ip3]
< [psidot]

[ v g ]
2 ¥ v ¥ g e ¥ 9 ¥ %
’ ) E
z T =
- - - E

[I_dof]

Figure 5.27: Inputting parameters to find ¢

79



Equations 3.54-3.56

ER Sy B )

sssss

[Ftran]
T — e |

Matix
Muttily

Matrix
Muttaly

Figure 5.28: Computation of fian(-, -, )

Next, firan(, ) and fiot(-, -, ) are calculated in (3.54)-(3.56) and (3.57)-(3.59), re-

spectively, and captured as shown in Figures 5.28 and 5.29.
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Equations 3.57-3.59
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Figure 5.29: Computation of fio(-, -, ")

1

The feedback term is then found using Equation (3.60) as shown in Figure 5.30.
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Equation 3.60
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Figure 5.30: Computation of «(-)

Finally, ¢.(+) is found as captured in Figure 5.31, and passed back to the Constrained

block as well as to the Vehicle block
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Rewrite Control to Body Frame and Extract Phi_ref

[Vtrans])|
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Figure 5.31: Extraction of ¢

5.5.2. Control of the Robotic Manipulator

From the top level view, by double-clicking the Manipulator Servo Controller
block, the screen shown in Figure 5.32 should appear. This interface shows the
control blocks for each of the manipulator servos. Due to each joint using Dynamixel
A18 servos, all the servo subsystems have the same properties. Double-clicking in
any of the servo subsystem blocks, the content of Figure 5.33 is shown. Proceeding
from the left, this subsystem takes the quintic polynomial coefficients calculated

in the trajectory generation subsystem, and the current time, and outputs to the
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Turntable Servo
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Figure 5.32: Manipulator servo controller

system the current desired joint angle from the q computation function. This
desired position then gets passed through the PID controller and the mechanical and
electrical transfer functions of the servo. The first transfer function from the left is

the electrical transfer function given by (4.17) and the rightmost transfer function

—] 5
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®—’£| iy ) ; f'-'i'f-"llT*'z IJ.]B&:«:—I].OOOS

Ki3 | PID(s) —
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Figure 5.33: Servo model and PID controller
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captures (4.18). Finally, the feedback gain in the model is the back-electromagnetic
frequency of the servo. The actual joint angle position of the servo is then passed out
of the subsystem, in addition to the reference position given by the q computation
function. This process is performed for all three of the servo subsystems, resulting
in the actual and reference servo positions being passed to the manipulator model.

5.6. Aerial Manipulator Force and Moment Calculations

Following the control formulation, the forces and moments acting on the aerial
manipulator system are calculated by the simulation. By double-clicking on the
Vehicle block, the user should see the interface in Figure 5.34. Starting with
the Main Vehicle subsystem, by double-clicking on the block, the main vehicle

Simmechanics blocks will be displayed as in Figure 5.35.

Control Mixing and Actuation Offset the Tilt Angles so 0 is up for all
e e
Main Vehicle &
S:ate\/emr L)
— Propeller Actuation .
||Set Tilt Angles Mi
- ixer
| - e ot
Thr
g _rf—fooms i Input U's
= = = P
mdf k-] | N | |
R Tilt Angles
et Stata Vectar Set Forces and Momenis Motor Mixing
Arm Subsystem CAD and Actuation Calculate Rc, I, Wp, Wpi_dot
[y S— Omega
. Omega_dot
>t
alphas Total_States| —E}
D= -_I
B States
- =
T Build State Vector

Figure 5.34: Vehicle Subsystem simulation block
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At the far left, the world reference frame, simulation parameters, and simulation
solver blocks are stacked vertically. These all will be generated automatically by
Simulink upon the importing of the CAD model into the Simulink environment,
and so will not need to be touched by the user. The Environement subsystem
contains the building and ground visuals for the simulation, and the large 6-dof
block is where all the forces and moments on the aerial manipulator are calculated
by the system, where they are then passed to the state vector for use elsewhere.
Finally, the transform blocks throughout this model are what define the position of
each vehicle part with respect to the previous part, and are all defined through the
model workspace previously discussed. Once again, this is something that is done
during the first time the model is imported in Simulink and will not need to be
changed by the user. Similarly, back in the Vehicle subsystem, clicking on the Arm
Subsystem displays all the arm Simulink blocks, where, from left to right, the turn
table and first link blocks are shown in Figure 5.36, followed by the first arm joint

and second arm joints and their attached links in Figures 5.37 and 5.38. The blocks

Turntable and Arm Link 1

B
GD Y B Y- FOF > of
F

Conn4 q I >q |
Turntable_Circle_1_RIGID Revolute9 Rotator_BRKT_1_RIGID
Revolute12

3]

la 2 > pi »>

Figure 5.36: Turntable and first arm link
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Figure 5.37: First arm joint and second arm link
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that capture the wrist joint and gripper claws are shown in Figures 5.39 and 5.40.
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Figure 5.38: Second arm joint and third arm link
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Figure 5.39: Wrist joint and palm

These blocks establish the position of each part in the CAD model in relation to
the others, as well as the angles of each of the revolute joints in the manipulator
system. One final consideration is that each block is named after its respective CAD

file, so any errors in the system visualization can be easily found to correct in the
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Gripper_RT_1_RIGID

5%pifd

1 F B ‘ | |
VF FF1 F o F1 [BY i
| -

—F
spacer_1_RIGID

Revolute8 Gear 2 RIGID Link Gear 2 RIGID Jq || Gripper_LT_2_RIGID
3*pil4 Revolute13 Gripper_RT_2_RIGID
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F F1 F
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Figure 5.40: Gripper claws and actuator
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Equation 3.80

Equation 3.81 Equation 3.82 Equation 3.83

......

+
HOEEEOON

Figure 5.41: Motor thrust and tilt angle calculation

Solidworks model.

Next, going back to the Vehicle block, double-clicking on Motor Mixing sub-
system displays the group shown in Figure 5.41, where the control inputs from
the vehicle controller are converted into the necessary motor thrusts and propeller
tilt angles, using Equations (3.80)-(3.83). These are then passed back out into
the Vehicle where they undergo a rotational offset to correspond with the vehicle
reference frame, then the tilt angles fed into the Simulink model while the motor
thrusts go into the Propeller Actuation system shown in Figure 5.42, where the
thrust and drag force of each propeller is calculated and the results passed to the
Simulink model. Finally, the mass and inertia properties, angular velocities, and re-
gressor vector are calculated in the Calculate Rc, I, Wp, Wpi_dot block, shown

in Figure 5.43
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The first subsystem of note in Figure 5.43 is the Calculate Rc and I block. In
this block, the mass, inertial, and dimensional properties of the components of the
aerial manipulator are explicitly defined, and will require updating if the vehicle or
manipulator in the simulation change.

Following this, the center of mass is calculated using equation (2.30) of [79],
see Figure 5.44. Next, the rotation matrices for each propeller and link of the

manipulator are defined, as in Chapter 2 of [71], see 5.45.

Calculate r_C from Beer, "Vector Mechanics" Ch. 2 Egn 30

*

rclink ]

x
m_link ! -
nk2) +

[relink3]

Figure 5.44: Calculation of the system center of mass
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Rotation Matrices
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Figure 5.45: Formulation of the rotation matrices

Then, the center of mass properties and rotation matrices are used to find the total
inertia for the payload and the overall system, using the same methodology as in

[80, p. 167], see Figure 5.46.
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Figure 5.46: Calculation of the body and manipulator inertia

Following from this, the individual propeller inertias are calculated as in [80, p. 167],

see Figure 5.47.
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Calculate |_pi's from Equation 3.19

; Matrix
I_disk] d—f LR

Matrix
Multiply
Fpop}—

= < . <
1_3] >
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[r_prop i3—————® *

Watrix
Multiply

Figure 5.47: Calculation of propeller inertia

Finally, the overall inertia matrix is calculated using the block shown in Figure 5.48

Find Final Inertia

[ivar_fram)]

O vooo

[Sum_ip]

Figure 5.48: Calculation of the total system inertia
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Calculate Thetas Using Equations 3.68-3.69

"
4 M,
matrix_vactor_transformation
* ‘ e ) -
matrix_vector_iransformation

v
P mal - Theta ron
“w  fen

X

Y B

Figure 5.49: Calculation of ©

and passed to the Regressor Vector subsystem. This subsystem takes as inputs
the r¢, I, and current state values from the simulator, and uses them to calculate
© according to (3.68)-(3.69) and & according to (3.70)-(3.71). Note that © is not
used explicitly, but is needed to perform the simulation. These values are all output
back into the Calculate Rc, I, Wp, Wpi_dot block, where Calculate I_dot uses
the Simulink derivative function to take the derivative of the calculated I values,

Calculate Wpi uses the tilt angle and angular velocity of each propeller to calculate

Calculate Phis Using Equations 3.70-3.71

Figure 5.50: Calculation of ¢
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wp,, and Calculate Wpi_dot takes the derivative of wp,. This is then combined into
the new state vector and sent back through the simulation to calculate the next
timestep.

5.7. Results

While the simulation is running, all state data captured is passed into the Log
Data subsystem, where it is stored in the Matlab workspace as well as output to
several scopes so that the data results can be tracked in real time. At the top of
the main simulator screen, there are eleven black function blocks arranged in three
columns. double-clicking any of these blocks will output the associated plot with
its label, allowing the user to examine the results of the simulation. For the aerial
manipulation system presented in this thesis, the desired trajectory was one full
circle with a radius of 2 m, a hovering state during the manipulator motion, and
another full circle with the manipulator in its new position. The reference trajectory

and the UAV’s actual trajectory are shown in Figure 5.51.
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Figure 5.51: 3D Plot of aerial manipulator trajectory

It is apparent that the actual trajectory clearly follows the reference trajectory
despite the poorly modeled rotation of the robotic manipulator. The effect of the
manipulator as a disturbance can be seen during takeoff, where the adaptive control
law is still attempting to account for the arm’s presence.

The normalized control inputs are shown in Figure 5.32, where it can be seen
how the pitch control input was especially active to compensate for the position of
the arm as it was moving, and that the yaw control input had to compensate for
the aerodynamic forces. Finally, it can be seen that the error function h(-,-) stayed

within the user-defined range, as shown in Figure 5.53.
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Normalized Controls
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Figure 5.52: Normalized vehicle control inputs
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Figure 5.53: Constriant Plot
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6. Conclusion

This thesis provided a literature review on the state of aerial manipulation, a new
robust MRAC algorithm which has been applied to control a tiltrotor quadcopter
equipped with a robotic manipulator, a brief discussion on the two-link manipulator
used, and a walkthrough of the numerical simulator used to validate the theoretical
results. To enhance the robustness of the MRAC law, the tiltrotor’s equations of
motion were derived and analyzed. The key result of the new MRAC algorithm was
that the control law keeps the trajectory tracking and adaptive gain errors within
some user-defined constraint. This result was demonstrated through a numerical
simulation with several added disturbances to highlight the efficacy of the proposed
robust MRAC law.

In this thesis, the robotic manipulator installed on the tiltrotor was considered as
a poorly modeled disturbance. In order to deduce the effect of the robotic manipula-
tor on the aerial platform, the manipulator’s inverse kinematics were derived. Next,
the manipulator’s trajectory as outlined by using quintic polynomials. Finally, a
PID control law was implemented to actuate the robotic manipulator.

The last result of this thesis was the combination of the tiltrotor and robotic
manipulator into one aerial manipulation system. The combined CAD model was
constructed, then imported into the Simulink environment. The MRAC control
algorithm previously developed was implemented to control the tiltrotor, and the

PID control used to control the manipulator. Then, a step by step walkthrough

101



of the simulation was presented, highlighting the implementation of the previously
developed MRAC algorithm, and providing a user manual for future work on the
simulation. Finally, the results of the simulation are presented, to demonstrate how
the control algorithm responds to the greater disturbance of the manipulator.

It is this simulation that offers the best potential for future research. The steps
to modify and run this simulation are all present in this thesis, allowing for future
users to implement new manipulators, trajectories, mission tasks, and so on. This
thesis highlights a general case of use for this simulation, but its real potential lies
in providing an flight test platform for aerial manipulators, allowing for quickly
repeatable flights with simple to change tuning parameters, with the additional
benefit of crashing the vehicle in the simulation does not damage the vehicle or
manipulator. This allows for wide variety of experimentation within the simulation,
in order to gain valuable knowledge about a system’s performance before performing
physical flight tests. As for future work, the implementation of the control algorithm
on a tiltrotor carrying a robotic manipulator would be the next logical step in

continuing the results presented here.
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A. Appendix 1

This write-up serves as an introductory guide into the importing of a Solidworks
model into Simulink, as well as an explanation of how to manipulate the model once
it is in Simulink. The methods discussed are valid with Solidworks 16-17, 17-18, and
18-19, as well as all Matlab versions from Matlab 2016a-2018a. This write up serves
as a general guide which will work for all software versions listed. It is assumed that
the user has Simulink, Simmechanics, added to their Matlab License.

Once the user has verified the prerequisite software is in place, one more program
will need to be downloaded. This tool is the Simscape Multibody Link, for which
can be downloaded from https://www.mathworks.com/products/simmechanics/
download_smlink.html, and for which the user will need to select the correct pack-
age for their Solidworks version. Once the provided zip folder and install addon.m
are downloaded from the website, they need to be placed in the currently active Mat-
lab folder or added to the current Matlab path, then from the Matlab command line,
run the command install addon(‘zip_file name.zip’). If this process shows the
user an error, ensure that the downloaded files are on the Matlab path by navigating

to the folder they are placed in on the left side of the Matlab screen, right clicking

Command Window

fx} >> install addon.m('smlink.r2018a.win64.zip")

Figure A.1: Installing the Simmechanics Link from the Command Line
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Open Enter

Show in Explorer

Create Zip File

Rename F2
Delete Delete
New >

Compare Against >

Cut Ctrl+X
Copy Ctrl+C
Ctrl+V
ARL_  Add to Path » Selected F
Worl Y. Indicate Files Not on Path elected Folders and Subfolders
Name  Refresh F5

Figure A.2: Adding a Folder to the Current Matlab Path

on the folder, and selecting Add to Path > Selected Folders and Sub-folders
as in Figure A.2, and re-attempt to install the .zip file.

Once this process is completed, restart Matlab in administrator mode, and run
the command regmatlabserver from the command line, as shown in Figure A.3.,
which will set up a registered Matlab server on the user’s computer in order to
communicate between Solidworks and Matlab.

The last set-up step to be done performed in Matlab is to link Solidworks and
Simulink, done by executing the command smlink linksw from the Matlab com-

mand line, as in Figure A.4. Once this process is complete, the user should close

Command Window

fk>> regmatlabserveﬂ

Figure A.3: Registering the Matlab Server from the Command Line
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Command Window

f::q >> smlink 1 inksw‘

Figure A.4: Linking Solidworks and Simulink from the Matlab Command Line

Matlab and proceed to open up their Solidworks installation.

In Solidworks, open the CAD assembly to export, then navigate to Tools >
Add-ins in the top menu, as demonstrated in Figure A.5, and once this is selected,
a new window should pop up with the list of user add-ins to Solidworks, as shown

in Figure A.6.

Tools Simulation Window Help QB'B‘"E

-~

Compare

Find/Modify

Design Checker
ﬂ’ Format Painter...

Component Selection
Component

Sketch Entities
Sketch Tools
Sketch Settings
Blocks

Spline Tools
Dimensions
Relations

DimXpert

Reorganize Components...
2. Equations...

B Symmetry Check...
@ Large Assembly Mode
& Make Smart Component...

Macro

Evaluate /

Figure A.5: Finding the Add-ins Menu in Solidworks
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Add-Ins X

Last Load

Active Add-ins Start Up Time

u § SOLIDWORKS Toolbox Library
O SOLIDWORKS Toolbox Utilities
o] SOLIDWORKS Utilities

oET TolAnalyst

oo oo

=SOLIDWORKS Add-ins

0 Autotrace 0
U SOLIDWORKS Flow Simulation 2018 u
U ® SOLIDWORKS Forum 2018 Cl %18
O SOLIDWORKS Plastics o
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0] 30CloudByMe Plug-in o
] CAMWorks 2018 a 10m 15s
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u
9 Simscape Multibody Link a <1s
O SOLIDWORKS 3DEXPERIENCE SmartLink o
o o
o o

SOLIDWORKS Social 2018
SOLIDWORKS XPS Driver 2018

Figure A.6: Enabling Simscape Multibody Link in Solidworks

The user should ensure that the box to the left of Simscape Multibody Link is
checked, as in Figure A.6. This enables the Simscape Multibody Link, and once
this is complete, navigate once again to the toolbar, select Tools > Simscape
Multibody Link > Export > Simscape Multibody, as illustrated in Figure A.7.
Once this is complete, the model should export to an .xml file, and the individual
Solidworks part files (.sldprt) should be copied as individual .STEP files. Make sure

that all of these .Step files are kept in the same folder as the .xml file, in order to

File Edit View Insert Tools Simulation Window Help #* &Y [ -[¥-E-5- ~§~ @ B AX12-18 Smart Arm

5 ® © & [ &' <
t Components Mate SOLIDWORKS Applications * |Component Show Hidden Assemb.. Referen.. New Motion Bill of Exploded View |nste

< Xpress Products . . Components . . Study Materia .

out

Sketch = Evaluate ‘ Simscape Multibody Link ' Export ' Simscape Multibody...

Settings...
T Asset Publisher... " &
l e
& > @ Magnetic Mate ON/OFF p
Demos

& Defeature...
Smart Arm (Def About Simscape Multibody Link...

% Export To AEC...
51 Seler

Figure A.7: Linking Solidworks and Simulink from the Command Line
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Command Window

fx,' >>» smimport ("AX12-18 Smart Arm.xml'’' )‘

Figure A.8: Importing the .xml file to Simulink

allow the model visuals to render in Simulink. After this process is complete, close
down Solidworks, and re-open Matlab.

Once Matlab is open, ensure all the .xml and .step files are added to the Mat-
lab path, then run smimport(’your file name.xml’) from the command line,
as demonstrated in Figure A.8, which should automatically create a .mdl or .slx
Simulink model of the assembly, as well as a .m data file containing all of the phys-
ical properties of each part of the system. Look over the newly created Simulink
model to ensure all blocks have at least one connection, and that there are no un-
nconnected lines in the model. Then, run the model, and once it compiles a visual
should be created in the main Matlab window, as in Figure A.9. From this screen,

visually inspect that all parts appear to be present in the model. If there is a missing

+% Gear_4_RIGID
|+ % Gripper_LT_1_RIGID
|+ Gripper_RT_1_RIGID
- Gripper_Subassembly_1
F

¥ Gripper_LT_1_RIGID
% Gripper_RT_1_RIGID

From File

File Type ~ STEP

File Name  Gripper RT_Default_sldprt.STEP
Bir

Solid Description 5 @@@@J@‘ B *Ji ‘Time 10

Figure A.9: Observing the Simulink Model
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visual, ensure that the corresponding .step file is contained in the simulation folder.
If the visual is still not present, the best course of action is to repeat the entire
export from Solidworks and import to Simulink steps.

Finally, a couple of notes on how to modify parameters or values, especially
useful when combining separately imported assemblies. First, each Simulink model
can only reference one .m data files, so the user will need to combine data files
if combining Simulink models. However, care should be taken to ensure that the
reference numbers to all the parts in one of the .m files is changed, to avoid repeat

parts. To find the reference number, navigate to the .m data file on the left side

Name
= Arm_proper_mates.avi
& Arm_proper_mates.slx
= L. Arm_proper_mates.slx.autosave.zip
% Arm_proper_mates.slxc

. Arm_proper_mates_base.sl

Arm_proper_mates_DataFile.m
Arm_within_control_law.slx

AX12-18 Actuator_Default_sldprt.STEP
AX-12 Palm_Default_sldprt.STEP
Gear_Default_sldprt.STEP

Gripper LT_Default_sldprt.STEP

Gripper RT_Default_sldprt.STEP

Link Gear_Default_sldprt.STEP

Mount Sensor-Camera_Default_sldprt.ST.
New AX-90 BRKT_Default_sldprt.STEP
New AX Gripper Side_Default_sldprt.STEF

LU e

Figure A.10: Opening the Simulation Data File
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AX12_18_Actuator_2_RIGID

Figure A.11: Simulink Compoment Block

of the main Matlab view, then double-click on the appropriate data file where the
user can then navigate the list of parts, with the reference number being displayed
as smiData.Solid(n) with n being the part reference number. To find a specific
part’s reference number, open the Simulink model from the sidebar, circled in Figure
A.10, then double-click on the desired component block within the model, shown
in Figure A.11, and once inside select the solid block from the system, circled in
Figure A.12, which results in the display where the user can find the corresponding

part reference number, shown in Figure A.13.

Transform

<t

ReferenceFrame

b d

Figure A.12: Selecting the Simulink Solid Block
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{1/ Solid : Solid — ] X
2boubAURAIFTITHIS -

Description
Represents a solid combining a geometry, an inertia and mass,
a graphics component, and rigidly attached frames into a single
unit. A solid is the common building block of rigid bodies. The
Solid block obtains the inertia from the geometry and density,
from the geometry and mass, or from an inertia tensor that you
specify.

In the expandable nodes under Properties, select the types of
geometry, inertia, graphic features, and frames that you want
and their parameterizations.

Port R is a frame port that represents a reference frame
associated with the geometry. Each additional created frame
generates another frame port. <<

Propertie:

Shape From File M
File Type STEP M
File Name Gear_Default_sldprt.STEP
Sinertia

Type Custom N
Mass smiData.Solid(17).mass kg N
Center of Mass smiData.Solid(17).CoM in N
Moments of I... smiData.Solid(17).Mol kg*inA2 N
Products of In... smiData.Solid(17).Pol kg*inA2 N

=L

v
@ Cancel @ !Apply

Figure A.13: Simulink Solid Mass, Inertia, and Visual Properties

Next, going back to the data file in Matlab, the user can scroll down to the

desired part, where the properties will be displayed as in Figure A.14.

If any of the mass or inertia properties need to be changed, this can be done by

editing the corresponding values and re-initializing the model workspace. To reini-

tialize the model workspace, go into the Simulink model, then select View > Model

Explorer > Model Workspace as shown in Figure A.15. then select the Browse

option on the right side of the screen then from the file list that pops up, select the

Matlab file containing the model data. Once this is selected, select Reinitialize

from Source and then close the Model Explorer window. These steps are illus-

%$Inertia Type - Custom

%$Visual Properties - Simple

smiData.So0lid(17) .mass = 0.0043601193663677209; % kg

smiData.So0lid(17) .CoM = [-0.003347385316446406 0 0.14857262446152003]; % in

smiData.So0lid(17) .MoI = [0.00042131655636395597 0.00041667027642013196 0.0007631546669650993]; % kg*in~"2
smiData.So0lid (17) .PoI = [0 -3.4404244328873878e-07 0]; % kg*in"2

smiData.S0lid (17) .color = [0.75294117647058822 0.75294117647058822 11];

smiData.Solid (17) .opacity = 1;

smiData.Solid(17) .ID = 'Gear*:*Default';

Figure A.14: Solid Block Properties Menu
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P AX12_18SmartArm - Simulink academic use
File Edit View Display Diagram Simulation Analysis Code Tools Help
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~ Model Explorer k Model Explorer Ctrl+H
AXIZ,__E @4 Variant Manager [ Base Workspace £
® | [ Simulink Project Da = tatar:
] Model Dependency Viewer ‘_

@ Diagnostic Viewer B ———

Figure A.15: Opening the Model Workspace

trated in Figures A.15-A.17. Running the simulation will apply the user’s changes.

In addition, re-initializing the model workspace will fix any ”Model Workspace not

Found” errors that might arise.

[&Model Explorer
File Edit View Tools Add Help

[Ci] HEd-E -~ M <&
Search:|by Name ~|Name: B4 Search
Model Hierarchy | o8 =2 contents of: Model Workspace (only) Filter Contents Model

A | Column View: |Data Objects - Show Details loblect(s) f -  Workspace data
Data source: [MATLAB File

Name  Value DataType Dimensions Complexity Min Max Unit
Ic YU AX12_18SmartArm_DataFile.m|

[l smipata  <1x1. struct>

v P simulink Root
[EH Base workspace
v [Pa] Ax12_18smartarm
Model Workspace
{G Configuration (Acti
[ Embedded Coder €
[Pa] Ax12_18_Actuator
[P Ax12_18_Actuator
[Pal Ax12_18_Actuator
[Pa| Ax12_18_Actuator

Reinitialize from Source = Save to Sour.

Create Model M

Figure A.16: Finding the Correct Data File for the Model Workspace

[& Model Explorer
File Edit View Tools Add Help

1™ M|\ ] 5[]
O Hewl - E -~ 0 28
Search:|by Name ~|Name: B4 Search
Model Hierarchy | g8 =2 contents of: Model Workspace (only) Filter Contents Model Workspace

A | Column View: |Data Objects ~ Show Detalls loblect(s) | -  Workspace data
Data source: [MATLAB File

Name  Value DataType Dimensions Complexity Min Max Unit
e LS Ax12_18SmartArm_DataFile.m ISV

[l smipata <1x1. struct>
Relnitialize from Source Jsave to Source

Create Model M.

v P simulink Root
[EH Base workspace
v [Pa] Ax12_18smartarm

[ Model Workspace
{Q3 configuration (Acti
[ Embedded Coder €
[Pal Ax12_18_Actuator
Pa] Ax12_18_Actuator
[Pal Ax12_18_Actuator
b8 ax12_18_Actuator.

Figure A.17: Re-initializing the Model Workspace
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R.

ReferenceFrame

Figure A.18: Selecting the Transform Block

27 Rigid Transform : Transform — O X

Description
Defines a fixed 3-D rigid transformation between two frames.
Two components independently specify the translational and
rotational parts of the transformation. Different translations
and rotations can be freely combined.

In the expandable nodes under Properties, choose the type
and parameters of the two transformation components.

Ports B and F are frame ports that represent the base and
follower frames, respectively. The transformation represents
the follower frame origin and axis orientation in the base
frame.

Properties
Meth... Arbitrary Axis

Axis  smiData.RigidTransform(92).axis

Angle smiData.RigidTransform(92).angle |rad
ETranslation

Meth... Cartesian

Offset smiData.RigidTransform(92).translation |in

IOK} ?Cancel‘ Help Apply

Figure A.19: Finding the Transform Reference Number
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Another potential error when combining models is misaligned parts. To fix
this, go to the transform block in Simulink immediately preceding the misaligned
part, circled in Figure A.18, where the transform reference number can be found by
double-clicking it to open the pop-up shown in figure A.19. To find the properties
of this transformation from the data file, scroll down to its listing in the file and
edit the parameters to their desired value, where the properties are shown in Figure
A.20. The editable properties of the transformation block are the Rigid Transform
translation, which designates the offset of the current part’s reference frame from
the previous part’s reference frame through a translation, the Rigid Transform
angle, which defines the rotation of the reference frames, and the Rigid Transform
axis defines the axes around which the rotation occurs. If a part is misaligned, these
values can be adjusted to fix the misalignment, however, it is recommended that
the user save a copy of the data file before undertaking the task. Furthermore, this
process can be fairly complex, and for large discrepancies between the actual model
state and the desired model state, it will be much faster for the user to modify the
Solidworks CAD file to reflect the desired changes, then repeat the steps above to
import it into Simulink. By running the simulation and then selecting the desired
transformation from the parts list on the left of the screen, the user can see the

effect of the transformation on the reference frames, circled in Figure A.21.

$Translation Method - Cartesian

%$Rotation Method - Arbitrary Axis

smiData.RigidTransform(92) .translation = [-0.73425000000000029 1.0599999999999947 -0.12499999999999978]; % in
smiData.RigidTransform(92) .angle = 2.0943951023931953; % rad

smiData.RigidTransform(92) .axis = [0.57735026918962595 0.57735026918962584 0.57735026918962562] ;
smiData.RigidTransform(92) .ID = 'F[AX-12 Palm-1:-:Mount Sensor-Camera-1]"';

Figure A.20: Transform Properties in Data File
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B
F
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=Rotation
Met... Arbitrary Axis
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Angle smiData.RigidTransform(92).an... rad
ATranslation

Rigid Transform Description o

Figure A.21: Visualization of the Transformation Operation

This should cover all the basic steps required to create and adjust new and
existing Simulink visual models. These techniques will cover almost all situations
that arise during the import of CAD models to Simulink Models, and any future
user who finds new issues is encouraged to document the problem and solution to

pass along to future users.
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