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PRhFACE 

A study of the educa tional conditions in one-room 

schools of Cimarron County reveals a need for better 

education in the rur al communities . An effort has been 

made to overcome thes e conditions by a consolidation 

progrrun which would give the rural communities the 

advantages of larger schools, at a saving in cos t. 

The data used in this thesis were taken from the 

r eports. of the county superintendent, county treasurer, 

heads of schools, and State Department of .Education. A 

careful study of the county and its condition has been 

made . 

Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

July, 1938 . 

Roy G. McBride 
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CHAPTER I 

DES CRIPTION OF CIMARHON COUNTY 

Cimarron County is located at the extreme western end 

of the Oklahoma Pan.handle . It is bounded by New Mexico on 

the west , Colorado on the north, Texas on the south, and 

Texas County on the east . It is rectangular in shape , 

thirty-four miles wide , and f i fty-four miles long , making a 

total area of one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine 

sy_uare miles . 1 The surface is a high plain with a gentl e 

slope to the east . The northwes t corner is mountainous . 

The aver age a.lti tude is 3500 f ee t while the highes t .1:. oint 

is on Black Mesa, 4978 fe e t which is the highest point in 

Oklahoma. The soil is mainly a s andy loam. The main crops 

are wheat and grain s orghums adapted to t l1e scanty rainfall 

of about t wenty-one inches a year which comes mainly during 

the summer months . Ther e are t wo principal streams in the 

county; namel y , Cimarron and North Canadian Rivers . The 

Cimarron River , from which the county was named , flows 

eastward along the northern part of the eounty . The North 

Canadian River , known locally as the Beavor River, flows 

eastward along the southern part of the county. These 

streams flow almos t parallel and earry Vt ry little water 

exc e~ t in we t we a trie r . 

Cimarron County h as im1:roved dirt roads which are all 

1. Oklahoma Almanac, Oklahoma Publishing Company , Oklahoma 
City , 1931. 
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'l'ABiili I 

G:b.NiliAL h)l:'ULATION TRhNDS· 

1910 

Rural 4 , 553 
Cities & Towns -----
Total County 4, 553 

Inoort.:orated Towna 

Bois e City 
Keyes ------

BY 10-Yea.r 

1920 

3 , 436 
---~-
3 , 436 

Intervals 

193-0 

3 , 802 
1, 606 

5, 408 

1 , 256 
350 
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1rABLL II 

DlNSITY QE SCHOLASTIC POl'ULATION 

District Scholastic 
No. Name Area Population Dens it;y: 

l Lujan 36 .02 15 . 42 
C - 1 Plainview 117 . 6 83 .70 
UG-1 Kenton 93 .. 63 53 . 57 

2 Mineral 91.14 6 . 06 
C r, - .., Boise City 105.37 463 4 . 38 
UG- 2 Union Graded 79 . 78 47 . 58 
C - 3 Griggs 62 .74 38 . 61 

4 Regnier 92 . 31 16 . 17 
7 Burnett 106 . 33 11 .l 

C - 8 Sandy Vi ev1 70. 85 60 . 84 
C - 9 Ea.st Will<:ins 62 . 9 6 . 09 
C-10 Felt 1 86 . 66 93 .79 
0-11 Keyes 98 . 09 1 60 1 . 63 

12 Harmony 17 . 9(3 11 . 61 
C-12 New Ho_pe 67.14 1 2 .19 

13 1:'ioneer 24 . 2 1 2 . 5 
1 4 Garlington 24 .89 13 . 51 
15 Sandy Hook 41.34 22 . 53 
18 Hurley 46 . 46 1 3 . 29 
22 Liberty 35 . 9 2 18 . 5 
2 3 Hudson 3%. 98 6 . 18 
24 Victory 27 . 95 9 . 32 
31 Lone Star 38 -. 94 9 . 23 
34 Delf'in 36 . 03 12 . 33 
36 Wheeles::: 29 . 81 1 2 .. 4 
43 Garrett 1 32 . 19 21 .16 
45 Berg 61. 55 20 . '.-:'. 9 
47 Oshuskey 11 . 24 12 1.01 
51 Mexhoma 23. 89 32 1 . 34 
5"' t.., .Mi dwell 14.09 10 ,:;, . 8 
59 Beavbr 27 . 7 . 26 

Total 1837 . 92 1 304 . 71 
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weather highways due to the s a ndy soil and scanty r a inf all. 

Three paved highways t r ansvers e t he county . u . s . Highway 

Number 64 extends from the e ast to the west and i s 

bla.ck-to.1,ped to Bois e City. State Highway Number 38 extends 

from north to south and is black-to~ped to Boise City , t h e 

oth6r part grave~ed . Sta te Highway Number 78 connecting 

Boise City and Dalhart , •rexas is gr aveled. This all ows the 

peo.i,, le to tr avel long distance s the year round. 

According to Table I Cimarron County has a po~ul ation 

of 5408 . Bo i s e City , the county seat , with a po1,ulation of 

1256 , is c entrally lo-cated. It is the l argest town of the 

county . Three other small towns are in the county . The 

me. jority of the people , all of whi ch. are white , live on 

l ar ge f ar ms , thus causing the d ensity to be small (Table II} . 

The small d ensity of the county give s ris e to many 

one-t ea ch er schools . 

Twenty-one and nine tenths per cent (21 . 9% ) of the 

elementary children are in one-te acher s chools . In the high 

schools about one fifth or eighteen and fiv e tenths per cent 

(18.5%) of the pupils are enrolled in schools with one and 

t wo t eachers , thirty-nine and five tenths p er c ent {39 . 5%) 

ar e enrolled in thr ee to four te acher schools and forty-two 

p er c ent ( 4 2% ) are enrolled in five teach er schools . ·rhe 

puyil-teacher rat i o, based on enrollment is 9 . 58 in the one 

teacher schools and thirty-five and six t enths ( 35 . 6) in the 

s chools with t en teachers . Ea ch t eacher in the l a r ger 

schools i s able to t ak e c are of more ~u~ils and t each f ewer 
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TABL:h. III 

hN.ROLLM.t:.N'l' AND AVIB.\Gl'.. DAILY ATTU1DANCE 

District Enrollment Average Daily Attendance 
No. Name (1935 { 19 36 { 1Q35- ' 36) ( 1936- f 37) 

- 1 36 ) - '37 l 

l Lujan 13 8 12 . 63 6 . 27 
C -1 Plainview 104 88 78 •. 2 79 . 4 2 
UG-1 Kenton 53 56 41.96 47. 12 

2 Mine ral 4 3 3.87 2 . 98 
C - 2 Boise City 432 463 358. 9 350 . 2 6 
UG- 2 Union Graded 29 17 25.54 15 . 10 
C -3 Griggs 28 21 21 . 69 19. 98 

4 .Regnier 6 1 2 5 . 12 11. 30 
7 Burnett 8 6 6 . 16 3 . 

C - 8 Sandy View 47 49 38. 81 44 . 05 
c- 10 Felt 122 125 99.13 102 .16 
C- 11 Keyes 184 167 155 .. 7 130 . 97 

12 Harmony ll 10 7 . 69 7 .14 
C-12 New I:Io1,e 6 6 5 ?; n • v G 5 . 68 

14 Garlington 6 8 4 . 11 8 . 
15 Sandy Hook 15 12 13.22 11.17 
18 Hurley 9 8 7 . 24 5 . 61 
~--. 2 Liberty 16 7 n. 3J. 5 . 6 
31 Lone Star 4 6 3 . 65 3 . 91 
36 \Vheeles s 14 14 10.47 10. 62 
43 Garrett 13 9 10. 91 7 . 42 
45 Berg 13 11 9 . 29 9 . 96 
47 Oahuskey 8 6 7 . 87 5 . 97 
51 Me.xhoma. 22 21 17 . 63 17 . 47 
52 Mi dwel l 6 10 4 . 26 3 . 56 
59 Beaver 4 _!_ 3 , 8 3 . 8 

Tota l 1177 1147 961. 48 918 . 5 2 



grades. Table III shovis the average daily attendance is 

much higher in pro~ortion to the enrollment in t he larger 

schools than i n the one t eacher schools . 

"They •crumble the t eacher's time into dust'. 
Horace Mann said this in 1838. He was r eferring 
to the. great diversity of s tudi~s and classes in 
the one- teacher rural s chools. n 

"Evidently t he organization of the one-teacher 
s chool was a perplexing problem in Horace Mann's 
day . And the f act is that with the passing of 
almost a century the situat ion has grown worse 
instead of bett er. This is due to t he increase 
in the number of studi es in the el ementary school 
curriculum and to the grading of the one-teacher 
school. In 1838 the elementary school cours e 
included but little more than the proverbial three 
R' s . Today Sta te courses of study outline nearly 
a score of subjects for the elementary grades . In 
Hora c e Mann's day the t erm 'grade' was not in 
general use . f u~ils r ecited toget her in arithmetic 
or r eading or s~elling because t hey figured or read 
or spelled equally well r egardless of age or of the 
time tha t they had syent in school. Again, there 
was little comi.,ulsion regardi ng the s tudies that a 
pupil selected. If he want ed arithmetic and did 
not want grammar, he was allowed his choice in t he 
matter . 

11 •roday the rural teacher is f ace to .face with three 
vital f actors ~hen it comes to ~rogram making. 
Thes e f actors are: 'l'he number of grades represented 
in the school, the content of the course of s t udy, 
and time. How to hear all the clas ses in all t he 
subjects prescribed in the course of s tudy , and not 
to have forty classes with five and t en minute 
recitation periods , i s a compl ex proposition for a 
young rural teacher . In f act, it is a pr•oblem3whose 
solution baffl es the rural s chool su1-,ervls or. " 

During the school year of 1936-' 37 Cimarron County had 

a. total of t wenty-six s chools . There were nineteen 

2. Edith A. Lathrop ., The Organization of The One- 1reacher 
School, Department of Interior, Rural School Leafl et , 
No . 10, February 1923, p . 1. 

3 . Ibid. 
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one- t ea cher schools , with an enrollment of from thre e to 

t ~enty- one , each teacher teaching from three to eight 

gr a.des . 

"All were of the usual type of one-room schools 
with poor equi}-raent , i:,oor buildings , unke_pt 
s choolgrounds , and dlla.1-,idated outbuildings . ti 4 

There were two two- teacher schools with enrollments of 

7 

s eventeen and .forty- nine respectively, each teacher t eaching 

four grades . There was one thre e-teacher s chool with an 

enrollment of f11"ty- six, one teacher t eaching s ix grades , 

the other t wo teaching the seventh and eighth grades and 

high school . There was one 1"1ve- teacher school in whi ch 

three teachers t n.ught the grades and two teachers taught 

high school . There were t wo seven-teacher schools , t wo 

grades for each grade te acher and three teachers l n high 

school . 'fhere was one thirteen- teacher school with a 

teacher for each grade and :five in high school . 

From the above study it is plain to see the need for a 

consol i dation _program l n Cimarron County . In an ef'fort to 

bring about a .i.,lan for the basis of a r eorganization this 

study was m1dertaken. Statistics have been gathered in an 

a t tempt to show: first , serious handicap o:f smaller s chools 

to .11rovlde the minimum school :program; second , a com1,arative 

study o!' the old 1 lan; thlrd, a comJ?arative study of' the new 

plan; and fourth, a comyarison to show the efficiency of the 

4 . o. H. Greist , Consolida tion of Schools in Randol ph 
County , Indiana . Department of Interior , Rural S chool 
Leaf l et No . 12 , p . l 



new plan. 

A good exam~le for the consolida tion of one-room 

schools may be had from Randolph County , Indiana. There 

were 1 31 one-room schools in Randol1)h County, located every 

t wo miles . They wer e like most one-room schools , with an 

aver age daily attendance of less than twenty. Then a 

program of consolidation started. 

"By 1920 only six of the 1 31 one-room schools 
remained, and only one remained in 1923. i, 5 

·The improvements in methods of transportation have 

ca.used a relization of the mistake in our first 

organization. It was made for pioneer times and fits its 

needs; but times have changed. Table IV shows the change 

in scholas tic .1:-ovulation from pioneer times to the present . 

In 1935 the l egislature tri ed to pa.as a measure for a 

county unit plan. This f ailed, due to the fact that the 

people knew nothing of the benefit s of the unit plan. 

There also exi s ted a community pride that the unit plan 

8 

s eemed to destroy. There ap~arently will be a gradual 

consolidation as time goes on and people are taught the need. 

The populace los es sight of the fact that the legislature 

can change the present system. 

11 'l'hos e who h av e become convinc ed that a reorganiz a tion 
of school districts into larger units is desirable 
need only to realize that the same authority o:f the 
legislature which created small local units in the 
first place can algo destroy them and change them 
into l arger ones . 11 

5. Ibid. 

6 . Ibid. 
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TABLE IV 

SCHOLASTIC PO~ULATION !?.I STI PULATI.D INTERVALS 

Dist . 
No, .J&.11 .llli 1924 ~ 1931 ~ 1934 ~ ~ - -

l 5 11 1 5 15 14 22 25 15 
C -1 62 108 122 117 1 39 138 122 8 7 83 
UG-1 106 74 88 65 80 71 60 59 53 

2 1 5 20 8 8 8 6 11 8 6 
C - 2 99 115 290 439 529 552 547 44:::;: 463 
UG- 2 26 56 64 68 7 3 71 71 57 47 
C - 3 27 47 44 45 19 54 45 36 38 

4 15 10 17 6 9 14 8 8 16 
7 10 7 11 16 10 l '"> CJ 13 11 11 

C - 8 48 88 47 58 78 7 5 51 60 
C - 9 10 10 24 69 26 ~~9 11 6 
C-10 67 82 l 1 60 148 1 49 98 93 
C-11 63 103 91 48 179 216 190 170 1 60 

1 2 l l 12 11 10 11 14 11 11 
C-12 34 37 43 34 8 1 2 

1 3 g 26 30 15 2'"' V 19 20 1 3 12 
14 27 28 15 15 19 1 2 22 13 1 3 
15 1 4 30 31 45 40 50 46 ?. 6 22 
l B rn . · ,.- 33 33 35 18 1 8 20 15 13 
22 1 6 34 28 35 34 31 22 18 
23 1 4 6 8 10 15 8 6 
?-4 14 l 10 14 15 10 8 9 
31 7 34 22 20 1 2 11 14 8 9 
34 1 3 5 12 1 6 18 1 4 14 g 12 
36 32 45 41 26 32 47 41 17 12 
43 19 23 30 28 31 28 9 ? 2 21 
45 7 45 49 33 44 40 29 20 80 
47 5 7 5 11 13 1 3 14 1 2 l :?. 
51 31 53 64 49 45 45 27 30 32 
52 31 21 2 4 18 1 6 ~: 3 14 11 1 2 
59 1 6 6 6 9 10 7 

Others ___i _.ld.§ 2 30 -
Total 817 1139 1306 1487 1732 1839 1725 1 326 1304 
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CHAPT' . .R II 

PRF..SEN~ ORGANIZATION 

Cimarron County, when e.reated, was divided into school 

districts. Two sections in eaeh tovmsh1~ were set aside as 

school land. The totel area of th1s s ahool land was 

200,000 acres-. Only sixt y-three one-room schools were 

organized as there arose a neod for them 1n this sparsely 

populated r egion. As the population increased the benefits 

or consolidation became evident,, so that graded schools and 

high schools wi t.l'i their attendant .supervision and 

trane1-,ortn.t1on were furnished the pupil.a. From these 

consoJ..1dat1ons were formed Consolida ted l, z, 3, o,, 9, lo,, 

ll, and 12 that are ens ting toclay •· 

Oonaolidated distl•iets 4 , 5_. 6, and 7 have been 

disorganized. Two~ the c pnsolidated districts,, 3 and 12,. 

now have one-teacher schools . Oonsol1da ted ~, Griggs , wns 

a t wo-teacher school until 1938-'37, when the enroJ.lm.ent 

d.r-01-ped to t went y-one. Consolidated l:.: • Ne,v Hoi~e , once a 

well equipped three-teacher sohool, decreased to an 

enrol.lment of six. Conaollda.ted 9, Wilkins ,. had six pupil s 

,vho .have been trans.fcrred. to Boise Cl ty. Consolidated 9 

was CClifflJJOSed. of East and r·est Wilkins.-. i·:est ~ilkins joined 

New H.ope. Consolidated a, Sn.nd.y View, at one tim-e a 

rour-teaoller school., i s now a t wo-teacher school. with en 

enroJ..lment o.f .forty-nine., The other tour districts , nruael.y; 

Consolidated. i, Plainview~ Consolidated 2 , Boise City., 
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Consolida t ed 10, Felt, and Consolidated 11, Keyes, now offer 

four years of high school . 

Table V sh ows that in 1 936- t37 there were nineteen one­

teacher schools . District l, Lujan, had an enrollment of 

eight , the majority of whom were of Spanish blood. The 

building was small , the grounds well-kept . District 2 , 

Mineral, had an enrollment of three , The school was t aught 

at a ranch home . The original building was in a dela~idated 

condition. District 4, Regnier, had an enrollment of 
t welve . District 7, Burnett, had an enrollment of six and 

an average dally attendance of three . Other one - room 

districts in Cimarron County included Harmony, 12 , 

enrollment ten; Garlington, 14, enrollment eight; Sandy Hook, 

15, enrollment twelve; Hurley, 18 , enrollment eight; Liberty, 

22, enrollment seven; Lone Star, 31, bnrollment s ix; 

\\h eeless , 36, enrollment fourteen; Garrett, 43, enrollment 

nine; Berg, 45, enrollment eleven; Oshuskey, 47, enrol lment 

six; Me.x.homa, 51, enrollment twenty-one; Midwell, 53, 

enrollment ten; Beaver, 59, enrollment four . Hudson, 23, 

Victory, 24 , and Delfin, 34, had transferred to Felt, All 

the above mentioned schools were poorly equipped, but they 

wer e about the average for one-room schools . 

The county had nineteen one-teacher schools tha t 

enroll ed 182, an average enrollment of 9 . 58 per teacher. 

Clmarron County had t wo two-teacher s chools, one a 

consolidated , the other a union graded. According to 

1936- 1 37 re1,-orts Union Gre.ded 2 enrolled seventeen wi th 
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TABLE V 

NUMBEH AND l'ERC1:.NTAGE OF .PUPiki ENROLLLD 

ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL 

1935-' 36 

Average 
No . of 

No . of Percent Pupils 
Size of No. of Tea.ch- of No . of per 
Schools . Pupi l s era, Fupils . Schools. Teacher. 

One-Teacher 180 18 15. 39 18 10, 
Two- Teacher 94 6 8 . 04 3 15 . 68 
3- 5 Teacher 1 57 8 1 3 . 44 2 1 9 •. 62 
6- 9 Teacher 306 15 26 .. 18 2 20.04 
10 or More 432 M 36. 95 1 33 . 23 -
Total 1169 60 100. 00 26 19 . 48 

1936- 1 37 

One - 'reacher 182 19 16 . 03 19 9 . 5 7 
Two- Teacher 66 4 5 . 91 2 1 6 . 5 
3- 5 Tcach(,r 1 42 8 12.52 2 17.75 
6- 9 Teacher 282 14 24. 85 2 20.,14 
10 or More ~ 13 40.79 1 35 . 61 -
Total 1135 58 100 . 00 26 19 . 57 
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none in high school . Consolidated 8, Sandy Vi ew, enrolled 

forty-nin0 . Like Union Graded 2 , it had an average building. 

The aver age te acher enrollment of the t wo-teacher schools 

was 1 6 . 5 pupils . 

The high s chools were of t wo types , union graded and 

consolidated. Union Graded 1, Kenton, was a three-tea cher 

school that enrolled forty- six in the grades and ten in high 

school . Consolidated 1, Plainview, was a five-t eacher 

school tha t enroll ed forty - seven in the gr ad es and thirty­

nine in high s chool . Consolidated 2 , Boise City , in 1937 

became an l ndependent district. It had an enrollment of 

327 in the grades and 13ti in high school and had thirteen 

t eachers . Consolida t ed l J , Felt, and Consolidated 11, Keyes ,. 

were s even-teacher s chools . Felt had eighty-two enrolled 

in the grades and forty-three in high s chool . Keyes had 

112 in the grades and .forty- five in high s chool. 

The average t eacher enrollment in these schools for 

the grades was 29 . 24 ; for the high s chool , t went y . 

The total enrol lment in one-teacher s ch ools for 1935-' 36 

was ~06, but in 1936-' 37 it was 182 . The aver age teacher 

enrollment for 1935- 1 36 was 10.8,. but for 19 36- 1 37 it was 

9 . 58 . The tot al enrollment in t wo-teacher school s for 

1935-' 36 was seventy- six, but for 1936- 1 37 it was s ixty- six. 

The average teacher enrollment for the t wo years was , 

respectively, nineteen and sixteen and one - half . The total 

enrollment in the gr ~des in the school s t eaching h igh 

s choo l for 1935-' 3ti was 634 , but for 19 30- 1 37, 614 . The 
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high s chool enrollment was, r esJ?ectively, 261 and 273. The 

average teacher enrollment for 1 935- ' 36 in the gr ades was 

thirty and in the h i gh s chool , 1 8 . 6 . For 1936- 1 37 it was 

29 ., 2 4 ill the grades and t wenty in high s chool . The 

enrollment in smaller schools 1s decreasing whil e the l ar ger 

is r emaining about the srune . The average d ai l y attendance 

for the one- teacher sch ools for 1935- 1 36 ranged from 56,: t o 

98 . 3%. I n 1036- 1 37 the a ver age daily attendance , 149 . 44, 

ranged from 35 . 6% to 98 . 5%. 

The t wo- teacher s chools for 1935-' 36 had an average 

daily attendanc e of 64 .• 35 whi ch r anged from 8 2 . 6% to 88:J& . 

During 19~~6-' 37 they had an aver age daily attendance of 

59 . 15 whi ch ranged from 89% to 89 . 5%. 

The five sch ool s teaching high s chool had for 1935- 1 36 

an aver age d aily attendance of 733. 79 which ranged from 

75 . 1% to 84%. During 1930-' 37 the aver age daily attendance 

was 709 . 93 which r anged from 75 . 6.% to 92 . 4%. 

Ther'e was a slight decrease in the enrol lment for the 

t v, o years . Hovrnver , the average daily attendance vari ed 

l ess than the enrollment ., The per cent o.f a t tendance was 

gradually increasing . 

The monthl y cos t of ins truction per ~upil for the 

one - t eacher s chools during the y ear 193b- 1 36 vari ed from 

$4 . 51 to ~23. 69 . The monthly cos t :for the t wo- teacher 

s chool s did not have such a wide range . They vari ed from 

~· 4 . 68 to $5 . 78 for monthl y cos t of ins truc tion. This was 

n e ar the county average . Schools tha t had f r om three to 



TABLE VI 

MONTHLY CO&T O.F' •rll:ACHING 1-' hR .PU.l:'IL it'OR 

VARIOUS fJ."YFIB OF SCHOOLS 

Type 

1 Teacher 
2 Teacher 
3- 5 Teacher 
6- 9 Teacher 
10 or more 

Average 
length 
of t el'nl. 

7 . 8 
8 . 3 
8 . 5 
8 .5 
9 .0 

1935-' 36 

Total 
Enrol. A. D.A. Cos t. 

178 1 41 . 55 :t,ta1,110.16 
104 86 . 04 3 ,703 . 2 6 
157 H ~0.16 5 , 558 . 33 
306 254 . 83 1 2 ,146 . 51 
432 358 .. 90 11, 263. 00 

1 5 

Monthly 
Cos t 

$10 .10 
5 .17 
5 ., 44 
5 . 45 
3 . 45 

COUNTY AVIBAGE ... .. . ..... . ... .. ... ... $ 5 . 59 

1 Teach er 
2 Teacher 
3- 5 Teacher 
6 - 9 Teacher 
10 or more 

8 . 0 
8 . 0 
9 . 0 
8 . 5 
9 . 0 

1936-• 37 

182 
66 

144 
292 
463 

157 . 44 
59.15 

1 26 . 54 
233.13 
350 . 26 

$12, 345 . 00 
2 ,760 ., 00 
7 , 390 . 00 

11 , 011 . 50 
11, 315 . 00 

$9 . 74 
5 . 83 
6 . 48 
6 . 69 
3 . 58 

COUNTY AVERAGE ••••••••••••••••••••• $ 5 . 8 7 



16 

five teachers ranged .from $4 . 34 to $7. 46 , a wider variation 

than the t wo- t eacher schools. Those that had .from s ix to 

nine teachers were nearer the same, with a range .from $5 . 40 

to $5 . 65 . Schools tha t had ten or more t eachers averaged 

$3. 45, the smalles t monthly cost of ins truction. The county 

average was $5.59 per pupil per month. The s chools larger 

than a one-room school operat ed on less than the county 

average . According to Table VI , schools tha.t h ad from six. 

to nine teachers oper a ted at about one - half the monthly 

ins tructional cos t per pu~il , compared with the one- room 

schools . Table VI showed that schools with ten or more 

teach ers operated for $ 3 . 45 per pupil per month, while the 

one-room schools used $10. 10, the l arger s chool s operating 

on about one-third the amount of t he smaller schools . t•1e 

also found in Table VI that the larger t he school t he cheaper 

the oper a tion on instructional cos t, for each t eacher 

taught more pupils . 

The monthly cost of instruction per pu~il for the year 

1936-' ~7 was approximately the same as for 1935-' 36 . The 

greatest v ariation was found in the one- room schools; this 

group had a range from $4. 58 to $28 . Z3. For the county the 

aver age of' one-teacher s chool s was lmver than the pcrvious 

year . Two-teacher s chools var i ed in monthly cost from 

$4. . 20 to $10. 59 , a wider range than that of 1935-' 36 . 

Schools that had from three to fiv E:i teach ers showc-)d t he 

smalles t variation. Their cos t r r;.nged from t 6 . 1 5 to $6 . 68, 

a s li3ht increas e from the previous year . School s that h a.d 
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TABLE VII 

TRANS.tORTATION DATA 

1934-' 35 

Ave. 'fotal Average 
Length Lgn. No . No . 
of' all Each Haul- Hau l ed 

District Buses Routes Route ed . uer Bua . 

C l 5 100 20 90 18 . 0 
0 2 5 94 19 81 16. 2 
C 3 3 48 16 25 8 . 3 
0 8 2 43 22 46 23 .• 0 
C 10 3 65 22 6 2 20 . 7 
C ll J _§2 17. .22 16 5 -!.-

'11oteJ. 22 419 19 370 16.8 
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TABLI:. VIII 

'l'ltANSl:-01 TAT ION D.A'l1A 

1935 - 1 36 

Average Average Total 
No . Length length Total no. Average transpor-

No . of of all of ea.ch no . hauled monthly tation 
Dist. buses . routes . route . ha.ul ed . ,2er bus . s a.lar:z . cos t . 

C -1 5 100 20 80 16 ' 52. 00~ 2341.77 ~'!'~ 

C " 6 88 15 104 17 61.36 3518 . 25 - ,:F 

C - 3 3 48 16 ~o 7 37 . 50 1011 . 61 
C - 8 2 38 19 44 22 70 . 9~) 1134 . 76 
C - 9 (; 28 14 6 3 71.14 1 280 . 50 ... , 
C-10 4 116 ~9 51 1 3 57 .7'.: 1847. 21 
C- 11 4 65 16 42 11 70 . 40 2535 . 00 
C-l~c 1 --2_ 'l __§. __§ 30 . 00 240 . 00 ~ 

Total ? 7 486 18 352 13 <i. 56 . 36$13909 .10 'ii' 

Y.c.ARLY CO~T p ,o ..,, ... fUPIL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 39 . 51 

1 936- 1 37 

C - 1 5 100 }: 0 80 15 $ 53. 68 ,f 241 5 . 63 V 

UG-1 ? 40 20 20 10 54 . 00 97~ . 80 
C 

,, 6 88 15 104 17 61 .• 35 3313. 20 - ,.·. 
C - 3 3 48 16 zo 6 36 . 50 876 . 00 
UG- 3 1 30 30 10 10 65 . 00 520 . 00 
C - 8 n ,:., 38 19 44 22 77 . 75 1 ~;73.15 
C - 9 .-. 

~· r:a 14 6 3 60 . 00 1080 . 00 
C- 10 5 111 n o 

kt:, 65 1 3 69.50 2 608. 00 
C-11 4 69 17 40 10 66 . 50 ', 394.00 
c-1~· l --1 _.,i 6 6 2 5 . 00 200 . 00 --
Total 31 556 18 395 12.7$ 56 . 92 $15653.78 

YLARLY C00T FhR ~UPIL•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 39 . 6 2 
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from six to nine tea chers showed the greatest varia tion in 

cos t of instruction. It ranged from $4 . 47 to $6 . 89 . Schools 

tha t had ten or mor e t eacher s O.f,Gr a.t ed more cheaply than the 

otb.ers . Their cost was $3. 58, a very small increase from 

the previous year . 

The aver age cos t of one- room s chools was ~~9 . 74 , s ome­

what gr E:;ater than the county average of $5 . 87 . The t wo ­

t eacher schools op&ra.ted on the county average.. However , 

those that h ad from three to five , and thos e tha t h ad from 

six to nine teachers were above the county average . Those 

that had ten or more t eachers oper a t ed f or about one- third 

the monthly cos t of the one - teacher schools . 'rhe larger 

schools operated on about t hree- fifths of the county average 

in 19 35- t 36 and in 19 36-' 37 . 

Table VII showed that in 1934- 1 35 six districts in 

Cimarron C~:mnty were us ing twenty- t wo buses that hauled 

370 fJUJ:.,ils . E.ach bus averaged lo. 8 pu_i;ils for a l oad and 

traveled a route of nineteen mil es . The l ength of all bus 

routes was 419 mile s . In 1935- ' 36 the numb er had increas ed 

to eight districts that us ed twenty-s even bus es to transport 

352 pu1.,ils . E.ach bus averaged thirteen to the load and a 

route of e i ght een miles , withe. total of 48li miles per day . 

The average monthly cos t of bus and driver was "'56 •. 36 , making 

a. total monthly cos t of $4 . 39 per pu1,il p er month for 

trans1--orta tion, or f~ 39 . 51 per pupil p er year ( Table VIII) . 

In 1930- 1 37 t en districts had thirty-one bus es that hau l ed 

39f> pupils . The buses averaged 12 . 7 4 pu.!!i ls per l oad and a. 
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route of eighteen miles . The total length of routes was 556 

miles . The average cost of driver and bus wns $56 . 92 per 

month which made a total monthly cost per pupil of $4 . 40 or 

a. yearly cost of ; 39 . 62 . This was the same cost as the 

previous year . 

Under the organization for 1936-' 37 the teachers ' 

salaries emounted to $45,514. 14 for fifty-eight teachers. 

The transporta tion for 395 pupils was $15, 653. 78 and the 

maintenance , including office supplies , instructional 

supplies , insurance , lights , fuel, janitors' supplies and 

salaries , uiikeep of buildings and libraries , was 

$11,585. 28 . The total cost of operating s chools in 

Cimarron County for the system in 1936- 1 37 was $72 , 753. 20 . 



1r ABLh IX 

r11AX r-, t\ i fl •.C 
,t.\. R....i.. ~ FOH CURRLN'f EX.PENS 1 FOR S'11I PULATill Yl·,M\S 

Distri ct 
No, Name 19 29 193l 193, 1934 1936 19;:,7 -

1 Lujan 5 . 0 6 . ~- 10 . 9 8 . 0 8 . 9 13.7 
C -1 Plainview 15 . 0 1 4 . 9 1 4 .7 12 .7 13. 6 14.0 
UG-1 Kenton 1 5 .0 15 .0 15. 0 1 2 .0 13. 2 1 2 . 0 

,-, Mineral 4 .9 8 . 6 5 . 3 12 .1 , .. 
C - }2 Boise City 1 5 . 0 1 2 . 0 14 . 9 9 . 3 13. 9 1 2 . 5 
UG- 2 Union Graded 5 . 2 5 . 4 5. 6 3. 1 4 . 3 7 '7. • '-' 
C - 3 Griggs 1 3 . 0 15.0 11 . 2 10.8 1 4 . 4 11.7 

4 negnier 5.0 4 . 8 8 . 7 11.5 6.0 1 4 . ~:) 
7 Burnett 4 . 0 4 . 1 8 . 4 4 . 4 5 . 0 6 . 9 

C -8 Sandy View 15 . 0 13.7 10 .7 11. 5 14.l 1 3 .7 
C - 9 Eas t Wilkins 15 . 0 6 •. 9 1 4 . 9 14 .7 7 . 3 
C-10 Felt 15.0 14. 9 1 2 . 8 9 . 8 13.6 1 4 . 3 
C-11 Keyes 11.8 1 3 .7 10. 5 1 2 .7 1 4 . 2 13 . 9 

1 2 Harmony a.o 7.1 7.8 8 .1 9 . 0 9 . 4 
C-12 New Ho i--e 8 . 8 7. 8 6 . 0 4 . 6 6 .4 

13 Pioneer 5 . 3 11 . 2 11.7 10 . 5 11 . 8 
14 Garlington 5 . 2 4 . 6 4 .8 5.4 4 . 4 8 . 5 
15 Sandy Hook 4 . 5 5 . 5 7 . 8 6 . 2 2 . 0 7.8 
18 Hurley s.o 3 . ~~ 1.7 3 . 3 2 .3 4 .0 
22 Liberty 5 . 3 8 . ~ 8 . 7 6 . 8 5 . 3 10 . 9 
23 Hudson 7. 3 6.0 5.8 5 . 2 5 . 5 
24 Victory 5 . 0 5 . 2 5 ,. 8 3.7 8 . 5 1 2 . 8 
31 Lone Star u.o 2.1 4 .1 3 .5 3 . 3 7.8 
34 Delfin 6 ,.0 5.9 4 . ~: 2 .7 4 . ~; 5 . 5 
36 V.'hee l ess 5 . 0 6 . 3 8 . 0 5 .7 3 . 3 7. 2 
43 Garrett 6 .0 5.o 5.5 6 . 0 9 . 3 8 . 5 
45 Berg 9 . 0 10 .0 7.7 3 . 1 3 . 8 2 . 8 
47 Oshuskey 15 . 0 1 2 . 6 14 .7 11 •. 9 1 3.7 12 . 4 
51 .Me.xhoma 15 . o 9. 0 5.5 4 . 7 8 . 4 11.1 
52 Midw·ell 6 .0 7 . 6 8. 6 9 . 6 :' . 8 9 . 9 
59 Beaver 10 . 0 3 .0 3 . 4 5 . 5 6 .1 5 .• 5 

Average D. 3 8 . 0 8 . 6 7 . 4 7.8 9 . 5 



TABLE X 

A~~ES&bD VALUATION FOt STI~ULATl:!.D Y.b..ARS 

Di st . 
No . ~ 1932 1934 1936 1937 

1 1 4,2 , 205 89 , [;,51 83,883 7 3, ~'.; ll 71,245 
C -1 636,250 497, 279 435,167 374, 818 370, 262 
UG-1 172,715 107, 823 108,895 9 2 , 399 81, 535 

2 112 , 820 101, 082 76,0~9 63,049 60 , 923 
C - 2 l, 932 , 976 1,657,090 1, 429,593 1,284,268 1, 272 ,996 
UG- 2 504,.788 428 , 967 3'70, 804 318 , 323 31 3 , 559 
C - 3 316, 925 251, 305 21 3, 273 186, 380 184,016 

4 79,870 75 , 308 47, 790 47 , 364 44 , 330 
7 185,950 145, 209 139,543 128 , 245 110 , 297 

C - 8 327, 235 263, 804 232 , 874 199,103 194,592 
C - 9 329 , 085 284, 691 ~:34, 247 279,488 175 , 455 
0-10 859, 255 778,501 667 , 038 568,198 563,753 
0-11 1, 9 3::; , 963 893,769 785,831. 694 , 939 678 , 561 

12 1 61, 020 1 32,082 117,739 105, 838 105,779 
C-U : 4:.-:5 , 9 69 345, 964 ~:95, 412 ~-:45 , 07 4 ?.50 , ~~71 

1 3 1 20 , 5 :: 5 100,094 82 , 356 70,682 69, 508 
14 208, 287 173.,180 146,962 136,599 131,718 
15 279, ~: 98 2'2-7 ,197 188, 949 165,.658 162, 395 
18 261, 56~ 215, 374 180,443 158,817 154, 263 
22 170, 600 140,995 118,025 102,571 102 , 699 
23 196 , 950 171,734 1 27,510 105,752 105,.363 
24 157 ,1:C: 3 127,383 104,636 90 , 0 36 89 , 255 
31 234,7t>l 229 ,100 195 , 450 17? , 614 162 ,764 
34 173,740 244 , 961 210 ,766 190, ~: 74 188,707 
36 144 , ~~85 113,093 97 ,807 85,708 83, 528 
43 177, 580 154,668 110,815 98 , 313 88 , 91 2 
45 326, 649 2 '73, 093 215,592 190,608 188,047 
47 66, 200 53, 030 46 , 377 37 , 900 37,486 
51 114,755 88, 956 76,470 68 , 341 70,696 
5') 135,540 112, 894 6~~, 100 87 ,174 53, 585 ... , 
59 ? 59 ,052 218,941 190, 229 174,661 173, 386 

Others 940 ,173 

Total 
11,146, 933 8 , 696, 818 8 , 332 , 842 6 , 496 , 405 6 , 33\J , 886 



CHAP'J.11!.R III 

~ROPOS.tl> ORGANIZATION 

During t he ~ast eight to ten years there has be en a 

shift in f., OJ.Ulation in Cimarron County . Cimarron County , 

a part of the dustbowl, was at one time a wealthy wh eat 

region., but weather conditions and crop failure s c aused a. 

change in the land valuation. Many people moved from the 

county or to another part l e aving certain regions 

uninhabited., and i-,res enting the n ew problem of "What shall 

we do a.bout our s chools? u This changing condition is 

described by Howard A. Dawson, thus: 

''Factors like improved highways, changes in means 
of transportation, s ocial movement s affe cting 
,Population growth, and modern me thods of doing 
business are constantly bui l ding up some areas 
of a s tate and destroying others . Shifts in 
r es ources and f., Opula tion are continuous l y under 
way in all states . Many small towns are growing 
smaller ., and cities more strategic ally located are 
rapidly extending their boundari es . Areas that 
once sup~orted many fami l ies are practically 
uninhabit ed . It i s fundamentally unsound to 
allow loca l areas to h ave compl ete control of 
the n a ture of the districts and s chools to be 
oper a ted when changes of the kind r ef erred to 
are continuously in yrogress ,. School district 
organiza tion cannot r emain static and unchanging 
under such circumstances. Educational 1,roblems 
must be viewed not s olely for their local 
application but must find their solution through 
studying them i n reiationshi~ to the state as a 
whole . "I 

1' In the past , even though the principl e that 

1. Howard A. Dawson, Satisfactory Loc al School Units. 
Field Study No . 7, Division of Surveys and Field 
Studies, George Pe abody Coll ege for Teachers , Nashville , 
Tennessee , 1934 , ~p . 100 - 1 . 



' education is a state function' was generally 
accepted ~ the state's educational ~rogram had 
been considered too largely from the local 1,oint 
of view. It was assumed that the school offering 
must be adjusted to the prevailing separate 
administrative divisions, even though there was 
no jus tification for many of the s chool districts 
in existence. Educational leadershiv has 
frequently overlooked the fact that the 
legislature in creating a school dis trict syatem 
did so to provide the educational services 
need ed at that time, and that the l egislature 
continues to have the p ower to modify the s chool 
district sys tem in such waya as will provide 
public .~ducation of the type and .form needed 
today. " 

On the basis of findings and other factors disclosed 

in the for egoing chapter it is proposed to outline a plan 

for reorganizing the school system of Cimarron County, by 

dividing the county into five units , grou~ing small 

dietricta around well organized school centers that are 

alr0ady es tablished . 

11 The division of a s chool district by the legisla ture 
and the transfer of a part of the property to a n ew 
district is not a taking o:f' property without due 
process of law; the state b eing the beneficial owner , 
and the transfer amounting merely to the naming of 
new trustees . ,a 3 

Under this system children that have no means of 

transportation can be transported cheaply. 

Map No. I , pr epared for t his purpose , shows the 

provos ed r eorganiza tion of thes0 districts . Each of these 

cent ers in t he units oper ates a four year high sch ool . 

2 . Ibid. 

3. Paul H. Axtell , The Power to Create and Alter School 
Districts . American School Board Journal, Vol . 95 . 
November , 193'7 . p.v . 23- 4 . 
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Independent 2, Boise City, i s loca t ed in the center of the 

county. Consolida t ed 1, Plainvi6w, is in the southeastern 

part of the county, Cons olidated lo, Felt, in the s outh-

we s t ern, Union Gr aded 1, Kenton, in the northwes t ern and 

Consolidat ed 11, Keyes , in the northeastern. 

25 

Bois e City would ext end north and south entirely across 

the county, u s ing hard surfaced roads already es t ablished 

north and s outh, and east and wes t . This di e trict would 

be made up of' the following old di s tricts: Indeyendent 2, 

Consolida t ed 8., Consolida t ed 9 , 14, 18, 43,, and 23 . The 

total ar ea would be 50~ s quar e miles vli th a valua tion of 

$~ ,123, 299 according to 1937 ass ,~ssment . According to the 

1937 enrollment ther e wer e 413 vuyils ava ilable for the 

gr ades and 136 for high scr.ool, a tot al of 5{9 . According 

to s t ate s chedule this would allow t welve t eacher s for the 

gr ades and fiv e t eacher s for h i gh s chool, a tota l of 

s eventeen te achers. The t eachs r s ' s alaries would b e 

$14,000 , an allowance of more p er t eacher than under the 

old lJlan. ln 1936-' 37 the maintenance was $4 , ..:;,~~5 . 04 for 

Boise City . The plant under t he n c,1 se t-up woul d be 

oper ated for $4150. Trans p ort ation coul d be furnished bv 
" 

six buses , the longes t route t hirty miles , providing the 

driver lived at the end of t he rou t e , t h e l ar gest load 

rorty . Cimar ron l easeE buses and drivers for an av er age 

of ~:i,59 . 69 p er month ., Allowing t 7o per month for bus and 

dr iver , t he cos t woul d be ,,3780 per year ; but if ~'1500 a 

ye ar were allowed a surpl us would be built Ufi t o buy district 



\ 

-



owned bua es , that would better mee t state specifications . 

A total cost of ;22, 650 per year would be required under 

the new plan. 

Plainview would extend over the southeastern 1;ortion 

of the county, containing old distri cts C,onsolidated l , 

Union Graded 2 , Consolidat ed 3 , 47 and 59 . The total 

26 

area would be 297! s quare miles valued a t $1 , 078, 709 as 

as sessed in 1937 . There were nine ty-.five pupils for grades 

and thirty- nine for high school , a total of 134 available by 

1937 enrollment. The state schedule would allow four 

tea chers for the gr ades and three for high school, a total 

of s even teachers . Teachers ' sal aries woul d be $6375 

(typical s chool of s even teachers in 1936- ' 37) . An 

allowanc e of $7000 would be made for teachers ' salaries . 

'rhe 1936- 1 37 maintenance of Plainview was $1 , 102 . 85 . The 

maintenance under the new plan would be allowed $2000 . 

Transportation could be furnished by four bus es , the 

longest route t wenty-five miles and a maximum load of 

thirty-five . With a.n allowance of $70 per driver and bus , 

cos t of transportation would be $2520 per year . On the 

other hand if $3000 a year is allowed a surplus would be 

built Uf to b uy dis trict owned buses , which coul d be 

operated more chea~l y and woul d be better fitt ed t o mee t 

state r equi rements . The total oper a tion cos t a.s es timated 

would be $12, 000 a year . 

Felt would extend over the s ou t h estcrn pa.rt of the 

county, a t otal ar ea of 383 s quare mile , a valuation ns 
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as&essed in 1937 of $1, 420,15~. It would contain old 

districts Consolidated 10,. Consolidated 12 , 1, 2~: , 24 , 34, 

36, and 51 . The ~upils available for the n ew district 

according to 1936-' 37 enrollment would be 161 for grades 

and forty-three for high school, a total of 204 . There 

would be four t eachers for the gre.dos and three for high 

school , a total of seven tet, chers . Teachers' sa.lRries 

would be $7000 a s allowed Plainview. The me.inten ·ance for 

1936- 1 37 was $1,438. 03; there.fore, under the n ew plan, 

$,2000 would be allowed for maintenance . A total of five 

buses could furnish transportation without too long a route 

or too large a load. Seventy dollars was allowed for a 

bus and driver, making a total cost of $3J.50 . However, an 

allowance of $ 3750 would be made to build up the surplus 

for buying dis trict owned bus es. The total would be 

$12,500, estimated cost for operation. 

Kenton would extend over the northwestern part of the 

county . It would cons1st o.f dis tricts Union Gr aded 2, 2 

and 4 with a total area of 281 square miles valued at 

$186~788 as ass essed in 1937. The available pu~ils 

according to 1936-'37 enrollment would be sixty- one in the 

grades and ten in high school, tote.1 of seventy- one . Two 

teachers would be us6d for the srades and one for the high 

school , a total of three tea chers . The salary for teachers 

would be a maximum of $2 , 500 . The maintenance for 1936- ' 37 

was $508. 49 including janitor's a alar3 • Under the propos ed 

plan $600 would be allowed for maintenance . The transportation 



:J~~v • . ,J , L, 



would be furnished by t wo cars and a bus . Allowing $50 a 

month for each car and $70 a. month for the bus a. total 

cost of $1570 per yeo:r plus $180 per year for purchasing 

bus es would be allowed . Transi)ortation would be $1750 per 

year . The total es timated cos t for operation would be 

$4870 • 

.Keyes would extend over the northeastern part of the 

count y . It would have a total area of 390! s quare mil es 

and a tota l assessed valuation of $1 , 530 , 936 . Keyes 

28 

would include old dis tricts Consolida t ed 11 , 7 , l ?. , 13, 15, 

31, 45, and 52 . The enrollment would be 172 for the grades 

and forty-.five for high school, a. total of 217. With an 

allowance of eight t eachers , the estimat ed salary, including 

janitors ' hire , would be ;/t.7500 per year . The maintenance 

for 1936-' 37 was $2 , 836 . 22 which was too high compared 

with other schools; therefore , an allowance of $2500 would 

be made . The transporta tion would be furnished by four 

buses . Allowing the county average for bus and driver the 

cos t would be $2500 . However , an allowance of $3000 would 

be made . A s urvlus for buying bus es own ed by districts 

would be bui lt up . A total of ' 13, 000 would be allowed as 

the esti mated cost . 

Under the proposed plan the es tima t ed coa t woul d be 

$38, 000 for teachers ' salaries and $11, 250 for maintenance , 

a. total oper a tion cos t of $-49 , 950 . Transportation for the 

entire county would be f urnished by t wenty- two bus es a t a 

total cos t of $16 , 000 . A total estimat ed cost of t 65 , 950 



would be allowed for the five schools und~r the provos cd 

plan. 
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CHAPTIB IV 

COMl'ARI SON OF '£H.t~ OLD AND THt, Nhlfi ORGANIZNrION AND PLANT 

The centers for the proposed units were selected 

because they would be suitable in location, and would have 

suitable grounds, buildings and equipment. All of them 

operate a four year high school and are large enough to 

take care of the additional enrollment tha t they would 

have under the proposed i.,lan. 

Boise City has two buildings , one for the 5rades and 

one for high school. The grade building is of brick with 

ten usable elass rooms, a gymnasium and auditorium, toilets, 

supply room, and of fice space . The high school is a frame 

construction, with six available well equi pped class rooms. 

Bois e City has seven acres of ground with playground 

equipment, which makes it suitable for the proposed plan. 

Plainview has one building of brick construction. 

This building with some reconstruction would furnish enough 

class rooms for t he proposed ~lan. An additional structure 

for gymnasium and audlnorium would be needed that could 

include some extra class rooms . The present equipment of 

all the districts us ed at this cent er would b e sufficient •. 

Felt has a brick structure large enough to a ccommodat e 

the additional enrollment . The building and equipment would 

be satisfactory for the pro.1-)osed plan. 

Kenton has a building that would accommodate the vupils 

under the pro.i:-'os ed plan. Under this plan Mineral and Regnier 



1r ABLE XI 

S CHOOL BUILDI NGS AND 0 IT}.!S 

District Class rooms 
Type Gr ades Total No . Not 

No . Name Const. Taught No , i n use . 

C - 1 Plainview M 1-12 9 4 
UG-1 Ken ton M 1-1'.~ 4 1 
C n - ,., Boise City 

Hi gh School F 9 -1?, 6 0 
Grade School M 1-8 10 , •. 

,::'. 

C-10 Felt M 1-12 g 1 
C-11 Keyes 

High Sch ool M 9 -lc: 6 0 
Gr ade School M 1-8 4 0 

A - Is now s u.i table . 
B - Can be made suitable . 

M - Masonry walls . 
F - Frame Cons truction. 

;,j iz e Suit-
abi lity 

3A B 
4A B 

?.A B 
5A A 
6A A 

1/3 Blk . A 
1 Blk. A 

31 
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would furnish enough addi tional equiµnent . Plans would be 

made to enlarge the building a t a l a ter date should ther e 

be a n eed due to the irrigation proj ect in tha t section of 

the county. 

Keyes h D.s t wo buildings of brick construction with 

adequa t e playground and equipment to satisfactorily 

accommodate the additional students . 

Only a VGry small building program would be need (;d •. 

The pres ent ~lants could be mode to accommoda t e the added 

dis tricts under the propos ed p l an. However , a small 

building progrrun would be d esirable . 

In 1935- 1 36 th0 qualif'ications of teachers in one­

t eacher r.chools ranged from high- school graduate s to thos e 

having 1 30 college hours , with t eaching experience from 

none to thirty years . There was a total of eighteen 

t eachers . Two had degrees . '!'heir c ert if lca.tes r anged from 

County Third Grade to Life Elementary. 

In 1930- 1 37 the qualifica tions of teachers in one­

teacher schools ranged from forty to 124 college hours , 

only one out of nineteen had a degr ee . Certificates ranged 

from One-Year Elementary to Life Elementary. 

In 1935-'36 the qualif1cntions of t eachers in t wo­

t eacher schools ranged from t wenty-five to 128 college 

hours .. Three out of' six had degrees. Certificates ranged 

Second Grade to Life Elementary. 

In 1936- 1 37 the qualifications of t eachers in t wo­

teacher schools ranged from t wenty-five to 125 college 
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&GRlCULT[B\ !. \~ .l t/li.l~HCAL COLLEGK 

hours. 
L l i < .:~ ,., I{ \' 

One out of four had a degr ee . Certif1.cates ranged 
NOV 12 1938 . 

from Third Grad e to Lif e El ementary . 

In 1~35-' 36 r eports show the qualifications of 

t eachers in tlu• ee-teacher to five-teacher s chools r anging 

f rom s i x t y-four to 144 college hours ., Six t eachers out of 

e i ght h ad de gr e es. Certifica t es ranged from Second Grade 

to Life El ementary or Life High School. 

During the year 1936- 1 37 the quallf'ications of t eachers 

in s ch ools ·with three to fiv e t eacher s ranged from s e v enty 

to 146 co .L l ege h our s . Four t e acher s out of e i (!.,ht h ad d egrees . 

Certificate s r anged from Two-Ye ar Sta t e to Life El ementary 

or Life Hi gh School. 

During 1935-' 36 the qualifica tions of te acher s in 

schools with six to nine t eachers r an ged from sixty- s even 

to 160 college hours. Out of fift een t e achers t en h ad a 

b achelor' s de gr e e and on e h e.d a master I s degr e e . The 

certificates ranged from One-Year ~t a t e to Lif e Elementary 

or Life High School. 

During 19 36- 1 37 the qu alifica tions of t e acher s in 

schools tha t had from s i x to nine t eacher s ranged from 

aevent:,r-five to 180 college hours .. Out of fourt een t e achers . . 
• ,..• j : •• ,· 

eight had degr ees. The c ertificat es ranged ~P,Q~ -,FivG:.:Year 
> > • 

... 
,• • : J/·-~ ~' : •• : , •••• :· 

State to Life El ementar y or Lif e High S.cllo~l . ~ · : , .·. . .. . : .. ·.· · . , ·.. '• ,' . . . 
During 1935- 1 36 tho qua.lifications · qr- tea~ r~:1n · 

. . . . . . : : : . ·. . . ·. : ... . . . . ,.. . . .. 
schools tha t h ad t en or more t eachers ranged from sixty-two 

to 163 college hours . Six ou t of thirteen teachers had 

degrees. Th e c erti.fica t es ranged .from 'l~o-Year to Life 
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'l' ABLE XII 

TuACHER LXPLR I BNCE BY S I ZE OF SCHOOL 

1935 - ' 36 

S i ze of Years of M per ienc e .... ...... .•. .. • •. .• .• 
Sch ool 20 -

1 2 ~ ....1 5 6- 9 10 -19 Mor e AVE. -
One Teacher 3 2 4 1 4 2 1 6 . 2 
T\vo Te ach er 1 2 3 9 . 8 
3- 5 ea.cher 1 1 1 3 1 10 . 7 
6- 9 Teacher 4 2 3 2 3 1 6 . 4 
10 or Mor e __g 1 l - -1 ~ _JL 8 . 3 -Total Re-

1-,orting 10 6 4 5 4 10 16 3 7 . 7 

fer Cent 17 . 2 10 . 3 6 . 9 8 . 7 6 . 9 17 . 2 27 . 6 5 . 2 100 . 0 

1 936- 1 37 

One Teach er 8 1 3 2 4 1 4 . 1 
Two Te a.ch er 1 1 1 1 8 . 3 
=3- 5 Teach e r 3 1 2 2 6 •. 0 
6 - ';;) rre a che r 2 2 3 2 2 ,;: 5 . 9 V 

10 or More 2 -12 2 l - ~ _g - 5 . 4 - - -Tot al Re-
1-,or ting 11 10 5 6 3 12 7 2 5 . 5 

ll er Cent 18 . 8 17 . 1 8 . 6 10 . 3 5 . 2 20 . 6 1 2 . 0 3 . 4 100 . 0 
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TABLE XI I I 

Th ACHl:R EXPERI BNCJ:. 

1935-' 36 

Bxperi ence Number of Teachers Per cent of Te achers 
1.::§ 9 - 12 Total 1-8 9 - l ~l. Total -

1 Year 8 2 10 1 3 . 8 3 . 4 17 . ~: 
' Years 4 2 6 6 . 9 3 . 4 10 . 3 , , 
3 Years . ., 

,:., 2 4 3 . 5 3. 4 6 . 9 
4 Years 5 5 8.7 8 .7 
5 Years 4 4 6 . 9 6 . 9 
6- 9 Years 7 3 10 17 . 2 17. 2 
10- 1 9 Yea.rs 13 3 16 22 . 4 5 . 2 27 . 6 
20 Years or mor e _g _l _§ 3 . 5 1 . 7 5 . 2 

Tot al Reporting 45 13 58 

AverA.ge 7.7 7 . 5 7 . 6 8 2 . 9 17 . 1 100 . 0 

1936- t 37 

1 Year 9 3 12 15 . 5 r.::: ' ) o . , .. 20 . 7 
2 Years 7 3 10 1~: . o 5. ?. 17 . 2 
3 Years 3 2 5 5 . 2 3 . 4 8 . 6 
4 Years 5 1 6 8 . 6 1 . 8 10 . 4 
5 Ye ars 2 1 3 3 . 4 1. 8 5. ::: 
6 - 9 Years 10 1 11 17 . 1 1 . 8 18 . 9 
10- 19 Yea.rs 6 2 8 10. 4 3 . 4 1 3 . 8 
20 Years OT' Mor e _g -1 ~ 3 . 4 1 . 8 5 . 2 

Total Re 1Jorting 44 1 4 58 

Average 5 a • ';;j 5 . 8 5 . 9 75 . 6 r;4 . 4 100 .. 0 



Elementary or Life High School. In 1936- 1 37 this school 

had teachers whose qualifications ranged from forty-eight 

to 173 college hours . Six out of thirteen teachers had 

degrees. 'rhe c ertificates ranged from Two-Year Elementary 

to Life hlementary or L.i.fe High School. 

36 

From thes e facts it is found that in gen eral the teachers 

in the larger schools are better qualified than in the 

smaller ones . Under the pro~osed plan better qualifications 

could be required. The schools would b e of sufficient size 

to get more t eachers who have s pecialized in their fields . 

Under the old plan Cimarron County employed fifty­

eigb.t teachers at a cos t of $45,514.14 , an average annual 

salary of ~,784 . 38 . The pro1.1os ed plan would use forty 

teachers at a cos t of $38,000, an average annual salary of 

$950 .. 

The old . ,lan furnishes transportation for 395 pupils 

at a cos t of ~;15, 653.78 in 1 936- 1 37 which was a cost of 

~39 . 62 per pupil per year . The pro..l!osed plan would furnish 

transport ation for 558 pupils at a coat of ~16,000 which 

vmuld be a cos t of t 28. 67 per .PUJ;;il per ye a.r. Transportation 

would be f urnished under the proposed 1-,lan for all .1,'upils . 

The maintenance under the old 1'lan was ~tll,585 . ~:8 . 

Under the new plan 1 t would b e $11, 250 . 1.rhe total expens e 

for operating the schools under the present system was 

$7 2 , 753. ~~0 while the estimated cos t for the new plan 

would be ~,65 , 050, a s aving of ~.7 ,703 . 20 . 

The pro~osed ~lan gives the advantage of district 



owned buses , broader education, efficiency , tr ansporta tion 

for all , and more specialized teachers. 
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111.t\BLE XIV 

'l'OTl\.L hXt'bNSb 

District 
No 1 !fame { 1935-' 36 } { 1936-' 37 l 

1 Lujan $ 889 .78 ~li 938 .15 
C -1 Pl ainvi ew 6494 . 30 7845 . 91 
UG-1 Kenton 2903. 69 3955 . 0 2 

r , 
t'. , Mineral 303 .,, 33 604 . 03 

C - 2 Boise City 1 931 6 . 64 18903 . 54 
UG - :? Union Graded 17'75 . 24 1591.33 
C - 3 Griggs 2745 . 0l 1907 . 93 

4 Regnier 710 .. 00 9 27 . 60 
7 Burnett 8 64 . 96 794 . 19 

C - 8 Sandy Viev.r 2898 . 05 3106 . 8 ~? 
C-10 Felt 7631.94 9087 . 0 3 
C-11 Keyes l i932 . 62 11604 .72 

12 Harmony 778 . 51 791 . ~:2 
C-12 New Hope 996 . 0 ~' 1048 .10 

14 Gar lington 594.10 873. 86 
15 Sandy Hook 863. 51 942 . 9 5 
18 Hurley 701 . 47 9~:5 . 50 
~~2 Liber t y 756 .. !::'. l 749 .14 
31 Lone Star 737 . 48 962 .17 
36 Wheel ess 667. 91 7 <;-: 7 . 68 
43 Garrett 9 1 6 . 28 1 451 .. 04. 
45 Berg 976 .70 979 . 80 
47 Oahus key 667 .16 68:? .17 
51 t,1exhoma 7 43 . 63 7 53. 58 
52 Mi dwell 7 43.05 5 86 . 34 
59 Beaver 888 . 98 860 . 69 

TRANSFERS 

C - 9 I<..a.s t Wilkins 1317.46 1133. 46 
1 3 Pioneer 1080 . 39 796 .11 
~:-, ,z Hudson 7 59 .9!? 649 .17 '-.., -..,.· 

24 Victory !~17 .• 1 2 797. 58 
34 Delfin 866 . 23 996 .70 

~Cota l $ 7 57 37. 69 $ 7797 3 . 53 



OHAPThR V 

A COMPARIS ON 0.l? THI:. OLD AND NLW CURR ICULUM 

Under the old school system in Cimar ron County the 

teacher s in the one- teacher schools were rushed for time . 

Only the minimum stat e requirements were taught. It was 

not unusual for teachers to have l es s than ten minutes for 

each recit ation. To relieve the situation a program known 

as Npupil- activity 11 was started, but that proved 

unsatisfactory . Many t eacher s combined their clas ses s o 

39 

that they could give more individual supervision . Each 

teacher was supposed to be qualifi ed to teach all subj e cts; 

she had to b e a '' jack-o.f-a.ll-trades 1t . 

11 In the firs t place 1 t is almost im.t-'os s ible to have 
t eachers s pecialized in the various fields . A 
teacher in thes e schools would have to be an 
expert t eacher in all the fundamental tool subj ects, 
also of music , art and directed play a c tivities . 
Needles s to say, but v ery f ew such individuals are 
.found employed in the small schools. The task of 
teaching a large number of s ubj ects and a larger 
number of classes h as the gen eral effect of 
confining the elementary curriculym to the 
strictly subject matt er courses.Ir · 

The two-te acher , three-teacher and five-t eacher 

schools are not as r estricted as are the one-teacher schools . 

A larger variation can be mad e with the additional teachers . 

More of' the subjects lmown as 11 culture subjects tt can be 

taught . 

1. w. a. Cook, An Administrative Survey of the Public 
Schools of Merc er County, West Virginia . Report of 
the Survey Commiss ion, 193;; , p . 331 . 
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As the number of teachers is increased the mor e chance 

ther e is of an enriched curriculum . In a group of seven 

t each 6rs a superintendent would have a chance to select 

more specialized t eacht rs who would be better qualified to 

t each their line of work. 

Under the lJr01.os cd .i:,1 lan there would be offered to all 

s tudents mus ic, arts , phys ical education, agriculture, and 

home economics. Industrial arts would b e taught to all 

grade and high s chool ~u~ils who desired it . Vocat ional 

agriculture would be taught by three t eacher s , one t e acher 

for Boise City, one for Keyes and Plainview, and one for 

Felt and Kenton. Their salaries would come from the extra 

money allowed on t eachers' salaries . 

Students in a one-teacher sys t em miss the social ~art 

of school . They are more likely to develof i nto introverts. 

Under the new plan ther e would be more super vision and more 

social ac tivities wher eby all students would have a chance 

to develof a broad view. A study of individuals would 

give the t eachers clos e connection with the pu,1,ils and 

their interests . All students woul.d have advantage of a 

h i gh s chool education . 

~Prior to consolidation compar atively f ew eight-grade 
graduates enter ed high school . A thorough inves tigation 
of e ach of the townships show that for five years 
previous to consolidation the perc ent of eight-grade 
graduates to enter high school was as low as t went y-one 
perc ent in one townshi~ and as h igh as fifty percent in 
another , t he average for the county being leas than 
forty percent. Since consolidation the entir2 county 
has averaged more than nine ty-three percent." 

2 . Gre ist, op . cit, ~p . 7-8. 
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The vhysical education in small s chools is very 

limited. \';eather conditions is a l ar ge factor. Small 

schools use only games adapted to a mixed, all-age group . 

Due to limited playground equi~ment, all the students do 

not take pa.rt in extra-curricular activities . 

Under the new 1'lan supervis ed .iJhysical educa tion 

would be given to helf correct de.fects of all J?hys ical 

handicaps . Every student would be r equired to take the 

course . The s tudents would be given a chance to take part 

in athletic contests if t hey desired. 

The pur~ose of the n ew curriculum would be to give 

the student a wider range of' cours es so he might have 

more fr eedom in s el ecting his studies and have a broader 

education. 

41 
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CHAPTIB VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The facts found in the preceding chapters show a 

saving in total expenses for the propos ed plan of schools 

in Cimarron County, although more is allotted for the 

individual salary, supplies and u1,keep . An average 

allowance of $950 per teacher per yea:r would be made under 

the propos ed plan compared with $784 . 38 , the average under 

the present system. An average of t l65.6~: more per t eacht:r 

per year would give a chance to select more specialized 

teachers , which should result in better instruction. The 

total cost of teachers ' salaries for 1936-' 37 was ,~ 

'~~u~ ~Olllfi-13,-Ped- -with-·.,,~:~ -..:_-;p.--t.h.Q._pr _?J:::~~-~ -- p~an, a saving of 

~:7514 .14. 

In 1936- 1 37 the cost of transportation was $15 , 653.78 . 

Under the pro 1.--,os ed .r:,lan it would be $16, 000 . A small 

increase of ~~ 346~ 22 would :t'urnish tran~portation for 558 

rural pupils compared with 395 pu~il2 or 70% of the former . 

This would be a decreas e of $10. 95 per pu1,il per year , a 

comparison of $ 39 . 6 2 per pu1.1il under the old plan with 

$28 . 67 per pu.r.,il under the propos ed 1,,lan. A: fevrer number 

of buses could haul all the pupils under the pro.t;osed plan, 

due to a change in routing which gives each bus a l ar~er 

load, and a very small increas e in mileage . The increased 

loads decreas e the yearly cost per pupil . 

More money for instructional supvlies would be allowed 
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MON'rHLY co;.; T 0F Ti:.ACHING f l,1{ rUPIL FOR U\CH S CHOOL 

19 35-' 36 

Annual _Monthl y 
Dist . Length Teacher s • Cost of Teaching 

No :t of te~ Enrol . A,.D . A. Salaries Based on A. D. A. 

1 8 13 12. 63 $ 720 . 00 di, 
'if 7 .12 

C - 1 9 104 78 . 20 305~ . 64 4.34 
UG- 1 8 53 41 . 96 2505 . 69 7 . 46 

!'\ 
._; 4 4 3 . 87 L80 . 00 1 8 . 09 

C - 2 9 432 358 . 90 11263. 00 3 . 45 
UG-~~ 8 ~~ 9 25 . 54 1120 . 00 5 . 48 
C - 3 9 28 21 . 69 1130 . 00 5 . "78 

4 8 6 5 . 12 640 . 00 15. 62 
7 9 8 6 . 16 585. 00 11 . 87 

C - 8 8 47 38 . 81 1453 .. 26 4 . 68 
C - 9 Trans.:rerred. 
C-10 8 122 99 . 1 3 4480 .00 5 . 65 
C- 11 9 184 155. 70 7666 . 51 5 . 40 

12 8 11 7 . 69 600 . 0b 9.75 
C- 12 8 6 5 . 32 680 . 00 15 . 97 

1 3 Transferred . 
14 8 6 4 . 11 560 . 00 17 . 03 
15 8 15 1 3 . 2 2 680.00 6 . 43 
18 8 9 7 . 2 4 600 . 00 10 . 35 
22 8 16 8 . 31 560 . 00 8 . 18 
23 Transferred. 
2 4 Transferred. 
31 8 4 3 . 65 640 . 00 21.91 
34 'i'ransf err ed . 
36 8 14 10 . 47 600 . 00 7 . 16 
4 3 8 13 10. 91 779 . 16 8 . 91 
45 8 13 9 . ~; 9 680 . 00 9 . 15 
47 8 8 7 .• 87 5r:o.oo 8 . 38 
51 8 22 17. 63 636 . 00 4 . 51 
5') ,_ 8 6 4 . ~!6 600 . 00 17 . 60 
b9 g 4 3 . 80 810 . 00 ~2 3 . 69 

Total 961 . 48 1' 
~ ·· 43841 . 26 

Average monthly cos t per l)Upi 1 . • .. • . . • • . • • • • • • ~- 5 . 59 
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'l'ABLL XVI 

MONTHLY COST OF Tb.AGEING 1-' 1'.i{ PUPIL FOR LACH SCHOOL 

l £l36-' 37 

Annual Monthl y 
Dist. Length Teachers ' Cost of 'reaching 

No . of t erm. Enrolm A. D.A. Salaries Based on A. D. A. 

1 8 8 6 . 27 $ 800 . 00 4), 1 6 . 94 '>< 

C -1 9 88 79 . 42 4780 . 00 6 .,68 
UG-1 9 56 47 .12 2610.00 6 .15 

2 8 3 2 .98 560 . 00 23. 49 
C - 2 9 463 350 . 26 1131 5 . 00 3 . 58 
UG-2 8 17 15 .10 l ?.80 . 00 1 0 . 59 
C - 3 8 21 19 .98 560. 00 3 . 50 

4 8 1 2 11. 30 720.00 7. 96 
7 8 6 3 . 00 680.00 28.. 33 

C - 8 8 49 44 .05 1480 . 00 4 . 20 
C - 9 Transferred . 
C-10 8 1 25 102 .16 5637.00 6 . 88 
C-11 9 167 1 30 . 97 5374. 50 4 . 47 

1n tJ 8 10 7.14 600 . 00 10 . 50 
C-1: . 8 6 5 . 68 680 . 00 14.74 

1 3 Transferred . 
1 4 8 8 8.00 680 . 00 10. 62 
15 8 1 2 11.17 600 . 00 6 . 71 
18 9 8 5 . 61 7~:o . oo 1 4: . 26 
22 8 7 5 . 60 600.00 1 3. 39 
? 3 Transferred. 
? 4 '11ransf erred. 
31 8 6 3 . 91 680 . 00 21.73 
34 Transf err6d. 
36 8 14 10 . 62 640.00 7.53 
45 8 11 9 . 96 600 . 00 7. 53 
47 8 6 5 . 97 600 . 00 1 2 . 56 
51 8 21 17.47 640 . 00 4 . 58 
5" C, 8 10 3 . 56 520 . 00 18. 26 
59 9 4 3 . 80 765. 00 22 . 37 
43 8 g 7. 4~ 680 .00 11. 45 

Total 91 8 . 5 2 $ 44801. 50 

Average mon.thly cost per pupi.l • ........ . ............. t: 5 . 87 



for the school centers. A total cost of $11,585.28 for 

the thirty-one s chools compared with $11, 250 for the five 

schools would b e a saving of !t.i335 .• 28. More instructional 
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supplies would give the student advantage of be tter training 

and instruction. 

The y early cos t of oper ating the s chools for l 93G-' o7 

was $72,753. 20. Under the new plan only $65, 250 woul d be 

need ed, a savi ng of $7,503. 20 or 11.5% of the es timat ed 

cos t under the proj,ios ed ,.. l an . '11he cons olidation would 

s ave .:t~~88 .48 for each sch ool clos ed. In a s urvey made by 

the United States Department of Interior a saving was 

found to be made by s chools consolidating . 

riaeports show reductions in cos t when districts 
consolida t e amounting to i 500 yearly per small 
school clos ed. It is estimated tha t savings in 
educationa l expenditure amour.iting to millions of 
dollars annually in a single s tate would r esult 
from the ado1-1tion of the1 county unit pl an of 
school administration. ~ 

Cimarron County during the year of 1936-' 37 r eceived 

$15,753.67 in primary aid for t wenty-nine s chools, and 

$4, 619 . 42 in s econdary aid for five s chools , a total of 

~ d f20, 373.09 in state aid. '?his \vas 28"1 of t heir expenditure . 

Therefore , ther e is a need for a reduction i n expenditure 

which can b e me t by the proposed _plan. 

The larger s chools can enrich t he curricul um ; it is 

more complex for small schools to t each even the minimum 

l. Timon Cover, Larger Units for Educational Adminis t ration, 
A Potential Economy, Phamphlet No. 45, Febr u ar y 1933, 
U.S. Depar t ment of Inter i or, p . 39. 
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requirements. The pupils under the proposed 1,lan would 

have {l) a wider range of subject matter, ( 2 ) advantaee of 

high school, ( 3 ) advantage of supervis ed corrective physical 

education, ( 4 ) music, (5) ar ts, (6) more social relationship, 

and { 7) clean wholesome competition. 'l1hese advantages 

alone would be enough to jus tify cons olida tion. If the 

pupil i s going to stay on the farm all the encreas ed knmr'll­

edge gained in hom~ economics , vocational agriculture~ and 

indus trial arts would be a great advantage; if h e goes to 

some other field of work h e could b e prepared. A rounded 

curriculum has b0en ylanned to fit the n eeds of all pupils . 

Therefore, the proyosed i,ilan in addition to b eing more 

efficient gives the pu1:il mental, physical, and s ocial 

advantages. 
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