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PREFACE

“The writer's interest in purses dates from pre-school years when,
while living with her grandmother on a Texes cotton farm, she was permitted
to entertain herself by looking at the contents of "Mammy's" trunk, which
included among other things her great—grandmother's little black purse;
this purse contained an old tintype wrapped in china silk and a length of
fragile silk lace folded around a plece of cardboard. A rainy afternoon
passed quickly by the time this little girl combed the old grey switch
(hair piece), braided it carefully, pinned it atop her red curls and got
her purse, song hook and palm leaf fan and was then ready for chwrch.

This interest continued as the little girl learned to sew and was
encouraged to study and create fanciful patterns in the field of the
costume arts. Her present interest in hand made things and the wealth of
contemporary naterials at hand have stimulated the author to puwrsue a
study of the development of hag and purse designs through the ages.

The investigation has omitted the works of the American Indians since
there is an abundance of material close at hand on the crafts of these
people.

It is the hope of the author that this study will give the reader an
appreciation of the long history of bags and purses, of the skills and
artistic abilities of the people who made them, and of their many uses.
The author also wishes to encourage many other people to experience the
joy and satisfaction of creating a thing of beauty.
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CHAPTER I

HAND-BAGS OF THE ANCIENT PEOPLE

The erchacclogical records of ancient civilisations revee ‘that the

Aborigines deviced pouches and bogs for carvying small sriicleg., OF
necegsity, the aunclemt mon kept his honde

Thug 4t is preew

facilitate the corrying of oljocts

glcel records of a bag or pouch is the

One of the sarliest srchasolo

~ - o °

sncient Bgyptien "Book of the Dead" preserved in the British Musews. This

e e - 2 4 G e I 4 - . e F N N RS Py 3
stone reliefl shows Hunifer, overseer cof the palace and catile of jlen-Hoat-fic
& < 7% am ra £ It 82 T aprd Tad o e Den T ) Tyqamg -y e
(Seti I, King of Egypb aboub 1370 B.C.), and hic wife Nosche. Hunifer has,

whal appesrs to be, two Ilat, envelope~-type purses connscted Ly chaing

1Y

throvm over his left crm.>

Algo houged in the British Museun is en Assyrian relicf dat
the First Bupire, 885 B.C. to 856 L.L., which furnishes further evidence
of the type bags used by onciewt peoples. Plote IIT is o line ¢

(% I s . 13

o e g . L1, 7 g - JUATE T B - b LY - % W A
sppears on the face of this zolief. The prics

is shoun coxrvying o plain, hucket-shaped hond-bog in his left hand and o

iIn describleg costuies of the ancient Persians, Houslcn ond Heornblower

th centiwy B.C. costume mresumably worn oy

(Wewr York, 19C6), n. 63.

Cogtune (Few York, 1948), p. 5L, Fig. 13.




the men of some nation to the east of Persia.” Illustrated on Plate IV
is the figuwre of a man with a pouch-like bag thrown over the right shoulder
and a simple hand-bag of the same bucket shape clutched in the right hand.
The contour of the pouch-like bag indicastes that it was of a pliable material
and might have been made of skin, Neither of these bags nor the one on
Plate III are decorated. Of approximately the same chronological period is
the woman captive of Senna Cherib showm on Plate V.4 The round bag carried
in the left hand appears to have a flexible handle and is adorned with two
very plain bands of zig-zag lines.
From the buriel markers of the Etruscans of about 1500 B.C. to

1000 B.C., the archaeologists have noted the type of purse that appears
%o have been in use in this era. In an 1858 Journal of the British
Archasologiecal Association, Mr, Cuming, Honorashle Secretary, wrotes
"On one of the pillars of the Etruscan tomb of Crecetri, is peinted a pouch
in a red colour, suspended from a nail by a loop, and having its mouth
closed by a round-ended ber running through its looped edge."”

v~ The Heleniec civilization used a belantion and the Roman a crumena.
These pouches of leather were of a draw-string type. The cord or draw-string
of the purse was suspended from the neck of the wearer. They were made of
plg skin, preferably the sow's ear. This is probably the source of the
saying, "You cannot make, my Lord, I fear, a velvet purse of a sow's ear."

The finer examples of the balantion and the crumena were made of moleskin.®

3Mary G+ Houston and Florence S. Hornblower, Ancient E ian,
Assyrien and Persian Costumes and Decorations (London, 1920), p. 85.

m-: Pe 59.

4, Syer Cuming, "History of Purses." Journal of the British
Archasologicel Associstion (London, 1858), pp. 131-132.

GMaud Pastor, "It's in the Bag." Americen Home (Merch, 1940).



Vases and stone carvings are among the best sources of information
about the private lives of the anclent Greek people. From these sources
a number of representations were found of Hermes or Mercury, god of
commerce, “Mercury is always depicted carrying 2 small draw-string pouch of
the type shown on Plate VI, fig, 1, This bag was called a marsupium and
it was usually decoreted with scallops, points, and tasaels,’

“Among other bags portrgyed on ancient Greek vases is a simple
mdecorated shoulder-bag, Plate VI, fig, 8, is a drawing made from a
vase fragment which illustrates the shoulder-bag used by Perseus " just
after he has cut off the head of the Gorgen Medessa, which he is carrying
off in triumph,"® Another vese motif depicted on Plate VI, fig. 5, shows
Perseus wearing on his upper arm a bag with two straps.g Plate VI, fig. 2,
is enother drawing made from a vase which was adorned with a scene in a
pottery shop.lo The man in the scere was holding this amall pouch and was
evidently considering vhat to bhuy. This bag is probebly of a draw-string
type made of leather. The comparative size of the hand and the purse
would indicate that it was small, therefore, it is assumed it was used
primarily to hold coins.

/Plate VI, fig. 3, is a drawing made from a red vase painting by
Brygus of a discus in its case hung on the wall.,ll There is a marked

ginilarity between this case and the shoulder-bag worn hy Perseus.

Tavemberg-Saglio, Dictionnaire des Anticnites Grecques et Romaines
(Paris, 1904), p. 1819, Fig. 4960.

Sgrnst Pfuhl, Melerei und Zeichung der Greichen (Munich, 1923), Fig. 474.

9Ibid., Fig. 190.
101144., Fig. 384.
Uyalter Miller, Greece and the Greeks (Few York, 1941), p. 134, Fig. 55.



4

Other types of purses were alluded tc in literature, but archasclogical
data does not identify the contour or materials of which they were made,
Cuming stated that, "The bulga, follis, pasceolus, saccus and its diminutive
sacculus, are money pouches mentioned in the pages of classic authors; bub
of their exact characteristics 1ittle is knowm."1?

According to de Giafferi, in writing of the Gauls from 753 B.C. to
2/1 AD., "Women carried & small bag at their walsts, the Roman reticulum,
and the pouch of the middle ages. Another kind of bag was ca.lled the
alnoner or purse (escarcelle)."l? The reticulum was defined by Rich as:

A bag of network, the original of our reticule, employed for holding
various articles: bread, playlng balls, dried rose leaves, or other
aromatic produetions, which were thus carried_in the hand, for the same
purposes as those of the modern scent bottle.

A unique pouch attributed to the ancient Egyptians is shown on
Plate VI, fig, 6. This was a tobacco pouch made of plaited straw which
combines & basket-like bottom and loosely woven upper section with a draw-
string closing,t? Cloche? firnishes a picturs of a man using a wicker
trap and a basket or bag of wicker for catching and cerrying fish., This
basket appears to be of a loosely woven reed with a stiff handle. The
horizontal lines add interest to the design and indicate some advance in

the technique of plaiting and weaving.

Rcming, "History of Purses." p. 132.

13poml Louls deGlafferri, The History of the Feminine Costime of
the Horld, Vol. 6 (New York, 19%?, Do é. e -

Mprthony Rich, A Dictionary of Romen and Greek Amticuitiss (London,
1901), ppe 553-563. a2

lsdeGiafi’erri, History of the Feminine Costume of the World, Vol. 2,
Pl. 10. o

16Paul Cloche, Les Classes, Les Metiers, Le Traffic (Paris, 1931),
Plate XVII, Fig. 7.



An Assyrian noble lady's bag is depicted by de Giafferi on Plate VI,
fige 7. The ornemented bag is decorated with a typical Assyrian scene, two
angels gathering fruit from a tree or bush.l?7 The handle is attached to
the main section of the basket hy placing the handle section through a loop
which extends from the top of the basket, thus the handle was not stationary.

The most common type of bag found in records of the ancients was the
pouch. These pouches varied in size from the small one held in the hand
by the man depicted in the pottery shop to the large one thrown over the
shoulder of the man from some nation to the east of Persia. These bags
appear to be of skin or some pliable materialj however, the tobacco pouch
used by women of ancient Egypt was made of plaited straw. Most of these
pouch=~like bags were closed by draw-strings. They were hung from the
neck or waist of the person by long cords or were carried in the hand.

Archaeologists have discovered several records of the use of plain
hand~bags with attached handles. Two contours are noted in these bucket-
shaped bags. The examples alluded to on Plate III, Plate IV, and Plate VI,
fig. 7, appear to be square, on the other hand the bag carried by the woman
captive of Senna Cherib ig round in contowr. The handles of each of these
hand-bags ere placed through loops which extend from the bag itself and
all handles appear to be movable.

The use of an envelope~type bag was recorded in only one instance.
Hunifer is depicted carrying two bags of this type connected by chains.

A vase-painting showed Perseus wearing a simple shoulder-bag. In
another illustration he wore on his upper arm, a plain bag having two

straps. Neither one of these has any form of decaration.

173eG1asferri, History of the Feminine Cogtume of the Nerld, Vol. 3,
P1. 10,
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Hecords indicate that the bags corvied uy the anciewts

pliable nsterisle, sking, sous! ears, mole skin, networl, pleited sirow,
and wicker. Mony of the bhage had no form of decoration. The pouche
nictured with Hercury were often trinmed with tassels snd seallops. The

hag carried by the women cspiive had two bands o
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around it. The nost ornate bag found was the noble lady's bag which had a
typical Assyrian design on it, a scens of two angels gathering frult from

a tree.
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Plate IV

A men from a nation to the east of Persia.
Eighth Century, B«C.
Houston and Hornblower






Plate V

A wonan captive of Senna Cherib.
Eighth and Seventh Centuries, B.C.
Houston and Hornblower
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Plate VI

Ancient bags sketched by the author.

Fig. 1. Daremberg, p. 1819.

Fig. 2. Pfuhl, Fig. 38..

Fige 3. Miller, p. 134, Fig. 55.

Fig. 4. Cloche, Plate XVII, Fig. 7.
Fig- 5. Pﬁlhl, Fig. 1%.

Fig. 6. deGiafferri, Vol. 2, Plate 10.
Fig. 7. deGiafferri, Vol. 3, Flate 10.
Fig. 8. Pfﬁhl, Hg. 474-






MEDIEVAL BAGS

“During the middle sges three distinct %ypes of hags were used. In

the early Durt of the era, a voriely of draw-ptring pouches were corried,

-
The style la‘b er changed to the pouch which had a {lap fastered by butions,

vmckles, or tied down by thongs. These were secured at the waist by the belt

4

pagsing fthrough twe straps abtached to the bao L.k of the pouch. At the end

£

of the pericd, metal beans or Iframes appecved cs an intepral pert of purse

In nedieval tines, both men ewd women wore bags or pouches suspended

irom belts or girdleg. Tre bell was wern ol low hip Jevel. D'Allenagne
urote:

They vere designed uwnder diiferent names, Bul it doesn's sgeen thet
the form varied as z:z.ch as their nemes. These accessoriesg were indiserinl-
nately nomed purses (hourses), money Lags (elloiere), alng-be gs (a;wnonie"ef.-;),

escarcelles, and ’xlso geme bogs ( ribecieres)., The purse meant to contain
silver or ofher small objects, attached to the belt by o strap or little
chain., Purses which carried reliques, objects of devotion, were suspended
over the chest.

Purses were penerslly made in eloth embroidered ond emblozoned, but
often they were of clin or hide.

Among the Anglo-Sawong, the purse did not essume much inmportonce as
a porticn of cosbume uwnbtil the Norman era.” In the first pert of the

- Norman period, the pouches were usvelly plein, ofien sfusre wid

Sif Syer Cuming, "1 igtory of Purses." Journsl of ihe Britich
Archoeolorical Associsiion (London, L858), p. 132.




2 ooald.

A pood represenita

on of an eulmeonlere is

§de

effigy of Quecn Berengle who died in 1230, 8he was the queen of Richord I.

o
Ll
e

Her effigy is in the sbby of Lt'Espan, neor Meng, This aulnenicre is rather
pyriformed, with three tufts srouwnd the bolton, and tasssled sirings to
ather, It is suspended fronm o glrdle sel with genmas

ze shoun on Plate VII, fig. 7.

it was the custon for ladias of the

E.-.o

/In thie pariicular period,
nobility to regularly distribute money and food to the poor.
The title Lady 1s %Wy some s2id o be derived Irom the Anglo-Saxon,
3 b0 Jiterally sisnify GIVER OF BEEAD., The purse, with & sindlar
meaning, was nened as a recoptacle for ATMS and not ss an lnvention for
the preservation of uoney.

SIh ig known thaot lodies of legser renk and meons olso carried purses
during this period. Choucer describes the leathern purse ot the girdle
of the cerpeulerts wile oo "Tussels with pilk and pearled with lztoun,"
inpezrled or studded uith brazen Lknobs.

Mo R James descerived the drawiaps of lMatthew Paris in the papers of

6

the Welpole Sociely:

The nane of Matthew Peris (d. 1259) is deservedly lel"; in honor by
historions. He g:ivms a more vivid pi cture 04‘ his age then any other
English chmnl ler, they ssy. Ho was on intimate terng m‘t 'cqhw grea‘?sesﬁ

eople of hils times, Hewry III and Barl Richerd of Corawall, for instance
and the King took a persongl interest in his workes...In hlu n.ou;;sc:c hone
of St. Albens he also enjoyed a high and lasting reputztion. Subszquent
chiconiclers gpeak of him as a ™Mwonk devoted to the rule (veli Lioug), an
unsurpassed n} :c'cfmclez‘ and a painter of the first class".....With the

Ste Alban monks the \,.J:t,eilgmce of Motthew ag a weiter is rather subordinate
to hig ekill as an artist.ees

"d

“F. W Fairholt, Costume in BEusland, A Higtory of Dregs (London, 1890),

.
“Cuning, "History of Furses.,” p. 133.
6

M. T?. Jomesg, "The Dreawings of Matihew Peris.”™ The Molpole Socicty

(O?’TTOZ{’ H ) ?5‘) y :} c.."'l—,:' »
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In him, then, we have an exanmple such as is rarely to be found, of an
eminent writer copable of illustrating his oum work pictorially.

Firet come the two volumes of Paris's HISTORIS MAIOR preserved al

Corpus Christi Cellege, Cambridge, as part of Archbishop Parker's great
legacy. ‘
The =sarlier volume containg the history from the creation to the end of
1188. The second one continues the nerrative to the end of 1233, There
are nerginel drawings illustrating each of these., On Plate VII, fig. 8,
is showm:

The extortions of the userers of Cshors. On a horisontal pole hang
two purses of different forms, one the bag, the other the long pipe with

sliding rings. Luard colls the latter, a bond, but I do not think he is
ri ght .

This long pipe-shaped bag is comparable to the miser purseg of the
nineteenth century referred to later in this text, with the excepiion that
the opening of this purse is in ore end rather then in the middle.
In writing of the medievel cogtumes of Europe, of Spaln and Portugal,
. R 7
deGiafferri noted:
The enmbroidered alms~bag had edges trimed with network and wraid.

Fronm the twelfth to the fourtesnth century, in Spain, the alms-bag formed
en indispensable part of the daily garb of hoth sexes, women only lefd

L1

it off on great occasions, and men vhen they ftock up arms.
Some purses were used for only one purpose. One of these was the

naiviage purse which was long cylinder shaped and encloged the diary of the

5
bride duriﬁg the nuptial ceremony., In the niddle ages, these were nearly

~always decorated with a grend richness; having the initinls of the two famllies
and the shilelds embroidered on them and sometimes ropresentations of the

couple. -

- During the seveuteenth century, the purses of marriage were much in
style and the town of Linoges made a considersble quantity of these
accessories, in the nmaking of which it bhecame famous,

TPaul Louis deGiafferri, Hisgtory of ithe Feminine Costume of the lorld,
Vol. 7 (New York, 1926), p. 104.




In the East, the use of these purses of nar
the woment of the consecration of the nuptial ce
to her betrothed a purse of knit zilk, which
In saying theee words {vll of wmischief ghe
nester, if vm:; love me ss you say, £111
gold." In this practice, the & ahire gpouse contey
& simple sequin into the long cmse.8

- Another bag made for a sinzle use wes the s
following corment sbouh the chancellor's seal~ha

(This bag) is generally supposed to have belonged to the nonumental
effigy of the greest Welter de Merton, bishop of Rocho ter, thrice chancellor
of Englend, i.e., in the reigns of Wenry II (1207-1272), and afterwards
of his suvccessor, Ldwerd I. His tomb in Rochester Cathedral has been
.‘n‘cDai ed~—I chould rather say, reneved--by the warden and fellowg of
Merton Collepe, Oxford, of which the chancellor vas the founder.-

It is doubtfud vwhen the origlosl menorial wos erected but it 1o well lmown

o have besn "renewsd" in the yesr 1598, rlaote VIII chows this bog, which

gppesre to.be mede of a soft materisl; the two side secltions and the handle

were cut in one plece.’ It is closed by draw-strings torminaiting in heavy
cords and tagsels. In 1848, the Lord High Chancellor of Fnglend corvied

the greal seals of the rsaln in o bag probably sidlor o this ewrly seal-
bag. It was Mof criuscn velvel gorunisghed wilth tassels, having the royal

arme in hrolder~work on itls front.

o 4 S ¥ R e g ST SRV T I S N T N 2
+Flate IZ 1z & photograph of a drav-string bag that is squere and plain
4 £ il P VNP | 2 e - “t 4 . wagenre wdn Ty Y 2% et £ 12 e
in form,. The foundabion meberisl is o very thin eloth of golds There
sre farty-oight. DBeiwreen the

points of the ghields szre vroseg of gix lobes, aliernsh

Jowrngl of the
3t

Ly pitenese, PL. XOVI.
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The ornaments ere parily in gold, and pertly in silk of white, red, gree efiy
and blue violet, Apparently there were five tzscels of different colars.

AL ] o) - 3 - B EAr .
gy with the sxoeplicn of a single

vy

ur-de~lis of blue or

1
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Other exanples of the simple draw-string bog ave those sketched on

Plate VII, figs. 1, 2, 3, and 6,

upper edge through which the helt pagsed. The flaps of these were often

JQ

closed with bubttons. Illustrations of this perticular pursse

been identified on the figmres on the svalle in Ludlow Church, Shropshire
and Gloucsster Cathedral. These are placed go much to the frowt of the
gure that they resexnble the sporran of the Highlends ond the chot nouch

2
of the Ar e%mce:aw.i’"

Regarding the sporran of the llighlands of Scotland, the following was
talen from o letler written to the avthor by Dr. T. J. Honeymaon, director

of the Glescow Art Calleory and M

The sporran is sinply the supv!
bag universally worn on the waist

vwile or purse
trunk

[
s
4]

hose 2 of no poclkste, nor 4id efore survived
along with the d sa8 worn In
fromt on the waist 5 T 1x ittle Wil and
also bore the dirk f?:c'csm th2 cloge of the elghieenth
(s LT!““TBT and orrErd . aclf on 2 &

The earliest faf'a portraits of the centbury 1

made of lesther gathered the mouth with the end:
of whic hiang down as oz ; festurs and ave '333"

togsels, the nmouth b cumref’» 33-’;; a f’lv“ held doun

oo They wewre u ‘?’ Juring the se ;

possidly even sarlier apd oreée now DEm

Available date would indicate thei the gporvan with metel clazp
s 1700, if not ezrlier, os in the Hetional
seran with o silver clasp B 1y
shown by the Duke of Gordon. This is the
type nos t g :ara‘llf to be fom‘m n\“z 1l3’- 1? u.se. im clagp is8 ©
brass (very "»*»"'ely of silver) a

¢

s " 5 ~ e s .. “ o,
ne anelent coneeniric cipels

12 por

4 X i T ot cere ey Sy 4re o 0. -1
Cuaing, YHAistory of Purses,” p. 134.
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Those with the rumning leaf seroll ornament should be clasgsed ag the sarlier
ut should not be confused with ﬁhose @1 £ tipe which =re

graved with 1e¢a oip

later. A noaber are closed by & complicated systen of snibs and catches

which have to be operated in,due 26 gzence in order fo gala access to the

contents., The clasp is found of t}ree forms, semicircular, rectangular or
S

semioctagonal. The bag is small, usuelly made of deer skin, bul is some

tines formed of native seal, otiter or badger skin, uith fron one to 1 hree
narroy pendawnt thon@@ of leather finished by small togsels of the sanme,

The large unsightly bags of gosb-skin with large heir tassels cene
into wse ebout 1800, axd are still in use by those who know no hetter.

In the letter part of the niddle ages, the title of svlmoniere was
dropped and the word gypclere adopted from the French gibbeciere, the
large flat pouch worn at the side of the sportsman. The purse then
acquired a metal besam which secured it to the belt. These beams were made
of bronze, of iron plated with brass or of silver. They "Consisted of &
eross~bar insecribed on both sides, from the centre a loop projected through
which tﬁe girdle was passed. Trom the two ends an ovel freue was suspended,
ond from it a second frame of smaller dimensions."L> YMony of these beoms
did not have the susrending oval ;“qqeu, rather the ends had globuse tips
to prevent the straps of the purse from slipping off. This type usually
had a swivel ring in the cenbter hy which the purse was attached to the

helt. 4 These beams often had a center shiell ‘or ornoment with initisls,

a cogb-of-arms, "veriocus formg of a cross, & rudinentary scallop-chell

oQ

pattern or & tau-cross, The gignificance of thig lest, which ig normally
the symhbol of St. Anthony of Jg*pt, is not zzzy to determine. 115 pn exanple
f a beanm with & tau-cross wolif is depilted on Plete X, fig, 3. Other

franes haed religious sentences engraved on them. The letters and ornaments

l'fioceeuﬁn“s of the Scciety of Antiguities of London (London, 1859),
po ?Q_J-

4‘Guming, "History of Pwrses," p. 134.

Lonpurses ., Medieval Catalogue, London Museun Cstalopues (London,
1940), p. 164.
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were inmiedld with niello, the incised « gins in the wetal being £11led with
a hlock alloy, Occasionslly these metal fromes were Pdecarated with

carved, rigid iron plates. A%t the Musewn Le Ses des Tournelles, there
axisgts a curiocus exanple of this type of werk. The decoration figoresg
Adon and Eve under the tree of 1ife, in the lend of Poradise. nlé
The directors of the London Musewnr stated thalbs
The term gypciere is i’requently, but wrongly, applied to these metal
framed purses. IV was current in the fourteenth centuwry. Chaucer's
Franklin, for example, had
A gypciere gll of silk
Hang at his girdel, white as morne milk. 17
Much of the archacological infermation sbout the metal purse fromes
gbtributed to the niddle ages has beon secured from ship burials, a unique
custom of this era. In many ancient lands, it wes a belief that the soul
needed to be equipped with everything possible for his comfort and dignity

in his travels after this life. In Egypl, a symbolic boat was placed in

the touwb, In the northern lands, however, a real boat was burled, con-

-3
s

talning the bod;y' and all the paraphenalis thought necessary. is

custon lagted from the late Bronze age until shout 1000 AD. vhen the Horth
was werted to Christianity. On the shores of Oslo Fjord have been found
two of the most famous ship wials. These are in a gpeeial mugeuwn near
Oslo. Others have been unearithed in Horthern Germany, Denmark, xmd Sueden.

In all, there have Dbeen more than one thousand finds, yet each had heen

C'h

robbed of nearly all money and mrecious metals.
One of the most interesiing of the archeeological finds of the lost

twerty—five yesrs was the mearthing of England's oldest known war vessel,

containing the remarkehble ireasures of an Anglo-Sewon ruler. It was the

16[) 'Allemagne, P1. CCL.

"'7Lomom Musewn Catologues, p. 160.
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Juhton Yoo burial in Souwthern K S2uffolk. " Sutton Hoo

mesns the high ploce of Subtton T  mounde in this area.

Nornmally these rownd mounds are the burisl places of folk of the DronZe age.

One mound eoroused the interest of the ocwner of {he land, Mrs. B. M. Pretty,

+

=t
I
=1

imach lerpger

because than the others and ovel in form, In 1939, she
decided to have it opened. This mound covered the Sutton Hoo ship which
contained a wooden burial chamber.

By extremely careful excavation, avcheeologists found that the Subtton

5o
£

Hoo bwurial chamber housed full eguipment for o wsrrior of hisgh renk
B RN & s

probebly that of a Iing. It hod not been rovbed for there were = grect
nany golid gold objects havi autiful cloizconne work on them done in
gayr net and millefiorl glass., There vaes a massive gold buckle =nd & sumpluous
purse ancpg these fiandings. |

The vurse frame is of gold with a slidin
and rouxd Intaid gold stud é. The materiszl hed decayed, leaving in place
vhere thoey were sewn to 1%, seven remarkable gold plegues. These are of the

same rich and valuvable cloigonne work. One matched pair shows a bird of

prey carTying o duck, Another is of & men and two avimols. Still another

pair is execubed in a very intricate geometrical pattern., The seventh

plague represents two entertwined animels end is o masterpiece of champleve

~ >

work. The purge contalned forty gold Merovingion coing and two iugols of
g@ld-

The precious chjects found in the Sutton Hoo purse were obwilously all

mede Uy one Jeweler, a nosgter crafteman of the Dark Ages. They show
+thet th ooy 1Y i A i 'f’) connachd ons 'i/ 't s dorid oubsl :IAE'}
that the eariy Anglo~JSaxton princes connections with the world outsid

England,

18 cqs . S .
TG, He Prillivs, "Ancestor of the Britich Wevy." Hotionel Geosrephilc

Hapazine (February, 1043.), PPe 247-268.
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“ﬁiate XI is é photographic reproduction of the Sutbton Hoo puree fraze.
Archaeolopisls are prone to bhelieve thal the Subtton Hoo burial belongs to
the ﬁrﬁ:hﬂfoﬁnkzmwmﬁhcmﬁmy,A@.

In 1856, the Uistorical Musewm in Stockholm received a number of
relics from graves in Gotland. 19 Among these were a few bronze frames and
wountings of wusual form and chape., These hore a marked resemblence to
similar findings in other ports of Sweden. The museum also contains a few
nountings of this type vhich were acquired many years zzo and are very old,
Little is lmown about them other than they were found in Skone. Thes

purses were nede of leather or sking and were used for coing, Soue wers

-

&
3l

Lols

found, however, that comteined flint, weights, and in one case, &
of sulphur and in another a comb.
In one burial place, a part of the skeleton remained, Over the left

-

thigh was =& belt buckle with a strap; by the bip bone were three straps,

end near by were four purse mountings; all were mnade of bronze. Under the

aad

eft hip bone was found a bronze key and an ax of iron and finally, on the
sane place, & few bronge nountings and a 1ittle bronze buckle. The buckle
belonged to a penningvasgka which conbeained a bit of fiint,

vTﬁa hag on Plate XIT was appavently made of Jeather or skin, The
nountings were round and overlapped or had bronze ribs Jastened with
rivets., The top vibh was decorated with small ridges; the lower one was
plain. The rings on either side were used to fasten the sltraps. There
were 1little pileces of mounted hronze at the ends of the straps. Right under
the rings wag o bronze band ornamented along each edge with two wperallel
ribs. This band was bowved and served as a support o the round framne.

The small bronze buckle was used to fasten the purse but how it was used is

e

ing, "dnow en Fenningvaslks




3

almogt impogsible 4o soy. The purses from Birka were fastensd with thwee

€

bronze bublbons instsad of buckles.

These ronze framed purses were cerried by both men and women., The
one found under the ldp bonz was probably hung from a belt. The wonen wore
then on the left side of the chest.

S rlimggm wrote 1n 1939, of purses fownd in other Hordic graves.
The frame of one was almost identicel to the oune described eorlier in this

work. It was also made of bronse. vIn place of fastening

however, the overlapping {lap was held secure by
shown on Plate XIIIa/;The boblons were made with
that extended doun to the base, avouad which was a hand. They were quite
magsives in feellng for guch snell bubtons. The freme was covered with gkin

wmal, possibly a squizeel. The doulile

ribs of the frame were rounded on the edges and were rviveted hHogether with

Just below the top, the vib

from one

streps were altached. DBe

side toc the other. On the edges of each gide were two perallel sirips and

the whole band was slightly bowed. The purse coniained silver colng,
therefore, 1% was a perning Eskor.

aéoma bags did not have bubttons or o buckls to secure the tep flap;
rather the flap itself was longer =nd tucked undsr the cross band o8 shown

on Plate XIV. One purse frame thot was found hed the lowest il wmade of

ivon in place of bronze.

was gingle and

[}

Another purse was similsr, but the ri

sewed around the edge. The rib tapered into slender snskes! heads, thus

b, é - N . x . e S -
“Ogp13 Sorling, Penninsviskor Fron Vikingatiden (Stockhold, 1930).
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were aobthached. The crossboand wag

ied by means of a large ring through which

passed the shtraps. It was atiached Ho the belt. 411 the purse

: found in

Y’u

the Scandinsvicn burials were epparently made in the region, for ther all
have o Nordic character to then.
Some of the United Wingdom alms-bage were made with metal fromes;

EAN - N
Frones indicoate

however, the confouwr and aize of 4

dtffered Zrom those fromes enmployed ox

e v peey cadeeys . | S N 3 - S 1N s pron 3
e was struchwrally beoutiiful becouze of the greceful

s s it O S p o o s ” [T e e |
ched group of these alms~hags with frones will

When the Crusaders roturned frorm the Holy Land, they Lrought elaborshe

uetone and sccestories from the Oriont. Women of Bnglawd and the coulinent
were ghilled in the art of noedlework. Soue of the bags weve richly orna-
memved with stitchery in colered silks and nmetal threads ond sows even
encrushed with jewels. These pouches were ofien enbroideved hy ladies as
——

R 4 frman e $ . TE o e Fal
presents for their lovers. Many Ta

fute
&
2]
o
2]
fat]
1_1
Ian
]

b, however, hired
woroiderers who spent thelr time working very intricote and
elabarate petterns on bhage, gloves, girdles, shoes, and other personal

articiles,., The records indlcats thet eunbrolder

ore helonged to the cral
13 1A e aa aowlse oa Rlhya B34 vr'- " o r ?'2
gullds s eoxly as the thirteenth century.

The awmonieres of the later middle apes were nade of satin, velvet,

damask, tepestry, silks, canvas, and leather. The lesther was offen bolled

E‘LJ'oaz Tvang, Dress in Medieval France (Oxford, 1952), p. 18,

22,
2 5 N K] 3 - »} 2 e TS v
“Ketherine Morse Lester, hegsssories of Drege (Peoria, Iliinois

1940), p. 416,
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in coil and stamped or tooled and then colored. Also for trimming, builons,
tassels, and braids were used in a lavieh mammer.
The richly jeuweled girdles continued in fashion and were worn at the

hip line thyough the middle of the fowrteenth century. Soon afterwards

they went out of fashion. In writing of medievel times in France,

In 1393, the Duke of Orleans bad his gold belt of forty hinged pieces
nelted down. Insteod, a tight narrow belt was worn ot the true waistline,
with a short peplum belov, giving a new silhoutte. It demanded an elegent
figure and remained in style for young men. The gibciere or pouch continued

<_\‘

o be worn until about 1420, but was of less decorabive importance.?

Another chenge in purse design alluded to in literature of the later
part of the middle ages indlicated that conpartments werc added not in the
Jining wub in the bag itself,

In the niddle ages, two types of draw-siring bags were corried, the
plain pouch and the long pipe-shaped bag, The early pouches were made of
leather or canvas. In the latitor part of the era, these provincial
materials were replaced by satlns, demasks, velvets, and cloth of gold,
They were used to cerry almes, the bride's disry during the nuptial

cerenony, and the seols of the realms

Metal beams and frames were added in the later ysars of this period.

The hag proper wes made of fabrlc or leather, in some instances heir was
left on the skin, The frames were bronze, iron plated with brass and silver.

They were decorsted with aiello work and cloisonne done in garnet and
millefiori gless. These frames were either in the forn of a straight bean
or were oval sheped. The bags were closed Wy thongs, owckleu, or bubttons.

Metel framed bags were used for carrylang alms, small objects, colns,

sticks of sulphur, etc. The nlﬂdTGM from which these bags were suspended
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Plate VII

Medieval Bags sketched by the author.

1. German, Fourteenth Nobleman, Braun.

2, German, Fifteenth peasant, Braun.

3. German, Fourteenth centwry, a pritiaman, Braun.

4o Arabian, Fouwrth to sixth centwry, Braun.

5. German, Twelfth century, rich jew, Braun.

6. Gaul, Fifteenth century, burgher's belt, deGiafferri.
7. Queen Berengia, 1235, Fairholt.

8. Matthew Paris, Walpole Society.
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» tadsie, x1v* shicle.
Bourse en wolc thade provenant de 1a cathédrale de Verdun, Hile est décorte d'armoities de tan “-;\-
(Collection Abert Fighor.) —



Bags sketched by the author from the
London Museum Medieval Catialogue

1.
2
Je
Lo
5e

c. 1474
c. 1500
Ce 14%
Ce 1460
Ce 1460

Plate X






Plate XI

SUTTON HOO PURSE
(By Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum.)
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Plate ZITT

Penningvaslor
From Penmingvisker Fran Vilkingatiden, p. 50.



T : Fig. 1 (& w) och 2. *;.



Penningvaskor

Plate XIV






Plate XV

Medieval bags of the United Kingdom
Sketched by the author from deGiafferri.
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jewels, The renaissance was truly a perlod of lively imsgination, "a
pageantry against a backgromnd of gold and rich, bright colors."? Great
attention was paid to detail, both in the arts and in costume. Clothes
and accessories were very ornate.

~ During the renaissance in Itsly, men's purses "became small, since
pockets were now put in garments. Ladies earried handsome bags on long
ribbonsg. M

The renaissance reached its height in France and Paris became the
cultural center of Europe. The court life greatly influenced French
dress; the kings dressed as lavishly as the ladies,

The renalssance movement was not accepted in England as readily as on
the continent, nor was it ever on such a grand scale. The concepts of the
renaigsance were more evident in literature than anywhere else; the movement
reached its height in the Shakespearian age. Entertaining was on a hearty
and robust scale. In other words, the renaissance in most phases of the arts
including costume remained very British in character.

Typical purses of the renaissance were the reticules. L'.l‘heae bags were
carried in the hand or hung from the walst by long cords or rﬂ.bb;ns, often
matching the dress in color. In France, some were classic in design,
being shaped like Greek vases. They were made of heavy card board, tin,
thin wood or leather and covered with falric or lacquered. Rigid bags
contimed to be fashionalle into the Empire perdiod,?

v Plate XVI is an engraving representing the workshop of an artisan

J51izabeth Burris-Meyer, This is Fashion (New York, 1943), p. 76.
4'Ihidl, Po 3%'
5Ibid., p. 269.
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It is a bag, 10 1/2 inches long and 9 1/2 inches wids, nade of red
cloth of gold, embroidered wik h scrolls and leaf work which sre cerried
ovt with gold w:l_r,.. (It) is cevemorizlly handed eﬂc’n 7 f‘*a.: 'to t‘ne izzmming
Lord Meyor, its flctitious contents syubolis
the Chomber of Londohe.

. & ot p JYPRPREERURE B S 1 3
Shoun on Plate IVIT along with the St.

later date though otill of the sixtes
I% is of cloth of si"‘ve:, the cen
with roses and other flowers in smbos
gold plate Both sides =zxe elii“ca; o
botiom are little tossels of pink =i
pivk Iubestring, Through nerforatio
draw the nouth btogether, and which ¢
with o red in
581k ir epds,. s
inch s of a nsrroy Ter
thread e is ghout three
in depth e inches in wid
An entirely different type of enmbroidery used on begs weos "eluap-
work,* which szppeared in England aboud 1600, ‘I"he roised portions of the
designs were pedded with horse-heir or wool. These “stumps® were offien
wmade ceperately, then cpplied to the foundetion material. This fype of

work did not remeln in feghion for very long.

As the renaissance movenent hecame better established, the materials
of the bags beceme richer, especially those of the no'%:zﬁ_.l:‘v.\.v. Peosants,
however, conhimied to corry those made of cawvas and Jeather. During the
tine in which crewel enbroidery was very fashlionable, bags were adorned
with this inftricote needleowork, some belng slwogt covered with it.

Other drav-string pouches of intervest were the very

contribubion nurses. These were decorated with ecclesiastical gyuhols

G . o
Tuming, "History of Turses,” p. 139.
) (=34 > &

10¢atherine Morse Leste s, Accessories of Dresg (Peoria, Iilinoig,
1940), p. 418.
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in gold. This is edged with a heavy braid. The eldes and

,

seress the botton ig nade of a fringed fabric. Three tassels ave gltached

this period for trximnming vurses,

ik thesze orve mueh heovier than those

. SR % 2] o o ety TS Ty ey LS I g 2y
dupding this perioed were very valuad nospessionse

wies

ok .,ﬁrﬁ...,..(*:as) ore red

BUSUR ¥ p SR, P T T R, . O Y < Npa [P 2,
When Herey ¥ pomed sore of hig possesoions to raise funds Jop W

e PR S, X 5 gy ggte e - Y - a3 T
a gipelere of puwple welwel, garrished with

French exposition, he

1A Mo o Eh 27,8 PP S ok - s o
gold. 0oz of this poricd preserved In the Lowrre

()

is of valvet overla it o cogb-eod-orng in colouped gilks, bound with
gold ginp and OI‘IE‘V’ZQ‘Q’E d with two lines of gold thread tassels. The
wﬂr'“ﬂtgm design, and provided with a

e}

" 1 2 - i K4 B R, .
wroughl stosl c.L-"«p ig of vich ar

hook Wy which to altach it

EX L

to the ('Vde

Mention is wade in King Henry VIII's inventory of the contents of the

palace at Greenwich of a purse of crimgon velvet, embroidered with gold.

-
o

“VpPlate XX pictures some of the round escorcelles. 17 e epcarcelle in
the upper right hand corner of the plate hag two nockets. It is in dee
skin decorsted with orsbesques quilted in red. The mount, of gilded

copper, is wovable on en sxis. There are reverged hassels at each end of
N ;]

R A . R B

15315 0e Hors > Bexle, Tyo Centiries
1910), p. 46C.

&
128

2

tory of Purses,” p. 137.

)

'Ql\

Cunting, "Hi

% 141 16na0me, P1. YCVIII.
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Accord.mg to Cuming, the purse pictured on Plate XXI is probably one
of the mos‘h aplendid, perfect and interesting exomples of the gentlements

pouch still in existence.

It is wmade of rich green satin, lined throughout with the sane
agterial, and consists of four recepltacles placed one behind the other,
two of tL em being in front. The entrance of the upper one is through a
round sperture, }la’vil"“ zodd twist tassels to open it Lr_th s and long silken
cords, wlth like tassels, to drew it close. Beneath this is the second
one, with the mouth closed Ly three bublons, and gold tuist loops, The
aouth of the middle receptacle is at the side, and secured with three
globuse buttons of gilt hrass and loop of golden twist, The mouth of the

ourth, or hindmost, receptacle is at the top, znd fasgtens with a catoh
of wronght lress gilt. The poucﬂ is bound with gold ginp: down its front
are seven bands of gilt terminating in rich tassels of gold twlst; three
sinilor tasselg depend from the louew edge, ond on the boack olCeeees
sentences of seripiure, emiroidered in gold....The circulsr mouth of the
pouch is stretched over a meltol hoop. 18

origin to the reign of Queen BElizobeth or James I.

0 &3

te

I

[

Cuming assigng ]
The elaborotensss of the degipn indicotes that this purse was not made for
an ordinavry person nor for ordinery use. It has o case nade of wood,
pocket sheped and lined throughoul with the same green satin, quilted.
The outside ig covered with 1t also and the top is decorsted with narrow
silver ginp.
. "Tnose rich purses hmmnr at the side of the person were templing

’,

balt for robbers, who used a speelal knife Yo sever them from the girdle,

;.h

thus getd

g ng the name of "eul-purse.,” Thig knife wves colled a cublle.

These "eubt-purses" were elluded to in the litoratire of the timea. The

eage with which the purse covld be cut probably led to its heing corvied
the pocket, in some instonces around the time of Jeames I.19

In the eightesnth century, o different type of bag came into fashion,
> d

It was a long heg, verying from 13 to 24 inches in length, having the

i . . .
‘“ECw'zu.ng, Miistory of Purses," p. 140,

19hid., pe 141,



opeuning in the center. The bag was closed by one or fwo slidling riags of

motol, Usuelly cne end was square snd the other tapered to allow for

tocking through the belt; hovever, they were also carried in the hand.
Lach end wes trimmed with {tossels, fringe, beads, or hubtons, Cusing

P

S when nhe mouwth of the 'poucm was cloged by corde
v Ylong=purse ﬁ:uqm'mh that the person
@ long purse

Whatever be the :mtv‘qzﬁ“i;y of Mrawing the purse-sirings,' it doubtless had

origin in time B3 &
anecy thot the p m.‘*e of heving

vas very rich) is an allus ?f‘n e

&
ti
The long purses were made of febric, leather, or hnitted of silk like a
J . ' N Ql
gtocking., The colored leather long~purees hod leether tossels.”™ They
were called stocking or niser purses. One described by CLmng? 2 yas of

wash lesther, "orinted in initation of netting....It has o sober, cub-

stantial elr about 1t, well suited to the character of the fine old English

b
gentlenan of the reign of owr nd Goorge,
YOI exquieite workmonship were the srmorial bogs of Fronce. They were
made to coyry wmedalsg, Usually they were of velvet enbroidered in gold and

gilver and were of & draw-string typs. On Plate XAIT, the lower center one
ig of greenish blue silk, bezring in the center the crest of a nember of

Orleans, In the cenlsr oval of blue =ilk ave three enbroidered fleur-de~lis

of gold, rising above a gilver label. Arouwnd the coab-of-oiyms, & crest of
the coromet of the princes cof blood, ore embroidsred bands of the opder of

L7 bra o~ U
the Kinge Ti

by ornanents of five leavcs.

0 13 Ibide, pe 142,

?lralboy Hughes, Dress Desipn (Nov York, 1913), p. 240

22 ,
TCuming, Mlistory of Purses," p. 142

23
““Dtallenasne, Pl. C.
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Both Boglant ond Franse used drew-string bags in the eighteenth
sy et PR = 2 ST SR r ey ; - - o e - H o mrmede s meg
ceriury that werse made of four shield shaped pileces sewed together to

) .

form Four sidas. The sosmg were trimmed with braid. Somed:

was added at the bothom. Theee were often worked to resenble tapestry.

"f’l*m KITIIT 4o a reproduciion of a photograph of some of these bags Irom
'
Q€3 .?A"

L] 2L
tion of B. Bichebe

WPlate XXIV shows ancther type of shield-shuped bag of Greesce or Turksy

t-h

of the eighteenth centwry. This bag is nade of silk net; the floral spray

ig embroldered in needlepoint. The drow~otrings, the trimaing on the
upper edge of the bag, end the beg iteeld all appesy to be very fragile,

here ie evidence that heads had been in limited use for sometins ag

2

decoration for baga. In the lete eighteenth certwry, however, this type of

A

£} £

york becane a real art. In France, bags were made entirely of beads. This
puprse~aaking technicue was called "sable" or "sanded" work. The beads
were almogt minute in eslze, pglving the effect of fine topestry. Photo-

raphs of selected examples of Ysanded™ bags from the collection of

o]

=

lvert Figdor are shown on Plate XXV. In deseribing the bag in the lower

right hand corner of the plaote, D'Allenmagne wrote:

On one of the faces iz a coal-of-arms in vhich is seen a fiery heart
gurnouwnted on a royel crown held by two angelo.....0n saother face of the
purse one observes a ducal crown borne by two angels end surmowdted on a
nedalilion corbalning the bhusgt of & Lladyvee..

The presence of & like object on a ducal crown and a royol crown
authorizes the sttrivution of this_purse %o Ning Louig XV, which he had
execubted for the duchess du Barry.~?

Metel mesh was introduced as o means of decoration diring the late
reneigsance, Italian craftemen were already skilled in the sxrt of fine

neval work. Plete XXVI is a photograph of en Italian baz of the seventeenth

2hTyig., Fi. XCIX.

2 .
“Ihid., Pl CV.
pRsOy
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wndt
£

century now in the Metropolitan Musewn. It ie & svuare draw-sgtring hog

of satin with en outer covering of metol mesh in 2 spider web design. The
draw-strings terminzte in very ornate tassels.

- the ronaissance is reilecied in the
costumes and accessories of the period. The traditionsl types of bags
corttinved in fevor, bub the interest in elshoraie adeormment ond ingenious
craftenanship was evidenced in all desigus.

in this period, however,

iabions of this

of the simplest ones wae the 1itiéle, plain, white lesther pouch found in

the wall of St, Mavy'le church. It was not trimed in any wey. Anciber one

5

t is an almost stuars dravue-

bag, depending on its decoretion for interest, waos the one showa on
Plate XVII 2long with the St. Meryls purse. Its ornsuentzlion was in
form of embogsed eamuroldery and tessels worled in gold, silver, and pink
siiks  In the sevembecnth century the shield-shape was introduced as a new
contowr in the drew-string bogs of Dupland and France. These bogs were

made in four shicld-shaped sections. The seans were trimmed in lraid ond

the material finely ombroidsred to resemble tapestry. 81111l sunother change

¥

in the shape of draw~gtring bags were the clageically desiy

i

France. They were constructed of rigid Ifraues resenmbling (reek vases and

were of tin, thin wood, leather, and heavy cerdbosrd, either covered with

fabrice or lacouered. Perhaps the nost elaborat

A

te renalssance draw-string
type hags were the armorial bags of France. These bags were richly

5 e

embroidered in gold, silver, and cclored silke., The fanily crest was
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Plate XVII

Draw-string Bags
From the Journal of the British Archaeclogical Association
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THE CITY PURSE




Plate XIX

German, XVI Centwry
By Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum
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Escarcelles ef hourses montées en cuir on en filet, xvi* siécle.
(Collection Albert Plgdor.)



Plate XXI

Gentlemen's Pouch
Journal of the British Archaeological Association



EN SATIN POUCH TEMP. JAC. L.
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Plate OV

Greek or Turldsh «~ XVIII Century
8ilk Net and Neadlepolnt
By Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum









Pl. CV
LES ACCESSOIRES DU COSTUME ET DU MOBILIER

Pocheiles & paplers Bourses en broderie de perles appelée « sablé . xvin® sidele,
Pochettes @ briguet. xix* giécle,
(Collection Albert Figdor.)









CHAPTER IV

COLOMTIAL PURSES

With the beginning of the nineteenth century, fashion decreed thet
ladies! gowms be n T flinsy and shecr materisls, ince hoops and
ladies?! gowms be made of {limgy and sheer mater s. Since hoops s

full skirts had disappesred, there was not enough material, and what there

was wae not of sufficient bulk for underpockets in milsady's dress. Hence
the balatine or reticule was vevived and became such o necessary pert of a

lady's costume that it was called an indispensable. McClellan® stated that

o)

no lady of fashion appeared in public without one. It held her egsence
bottle, handkerchief, card noney, and fan. In only o few yeers, the
tern reticule was changed to ridicule.

Indispensables or ridicules were nade of rich materisls, silk, brocsde,
velvet, satin, lutestring, silver tissuve, ssrcenet, and leather. They were
decorated with embroidery, sequins, petit point, beads, bulllon, and

ngles; ond they were edged with tassels, scotceh ribbon, lace, fringe,
and cords. The ridicules were corried by long ribbons or cords, by which

".\ . .
they were hung on the bocks of chairs when not in use.” Some ladies
possessed severcl in order to match their different gowns at sll times,

,.,

On September 9, 1802, Elizabeth Scuthgate wrote in a letter to her

1Bl zabeth MeClellan, Historic Dress in America, 1800-1870 (Philew
delphia, 1910), pp. 81,82,
2 . -
Katherine Morris Lester, Accessories of Dress (Peoria, Illinois,

1940), p. 422.
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EX NN . Q Isonachius A T e gt T I R, o L2
mother in Salem, Magsachusetis: '"Martha sent me a most elegent indispensable,

_ . . 3
whilte lute-siring spengled with silver.n”

3

Durding the triol of Lord Melville in 1296, the rows of pretiy pecrosues

i

I

p-g

carvied dainty sendwiches in thelr reticule %o est during the court

sass’ion.4
5

According to MeClellan,” in America from 1820-1830 the ridicules were
made in the latest Englisgh fashion. They were woven without a seam and
were decorated with scolch plaid ribbon which was also used for the draw-
string.é

Occasionelly, sumonieres were still hung from girdles. In the April,
1864, issue of Godey's Lady's Book, an smmoniere was pictured with its
natching belt. Appearing in this issue wes this descriphbions

tAumoniere Girdle

This girdle can be made of either black or a fancy colored silk, and

trimeed with black velvet with o white edge and narrow guipure lace. The

pocket is mervely large enough to contain the pocket handlerchief. The

band is fastengd sround the welst, and the bag is suspendsd from it on

the Te°t side
Another awioniere was shown in the August number of the sane magazine.
It was called "The Marpuerite Pouch, or Aumoniere."™ Both of these bhags are

illustrated on Plate XXVIIf TH following instructions were included for

)

Clarence Coclt, A Girl's Life Bighty Years Ago (Wew York, 1887),
- . ;
p. 143.

L

Alice Vorse Earle, Tuo Conturies of Cogstume in America (Wew York,
191G), p. 592.
[
_%Elizabeth MeClellan, Historic Dress in America, 1800-1870, p. 147.

Tlizabeth Burris-tever, This is Faghion (New York, 1943), p. 279.

7”AMﬁoniere Girdle."™ Godey's Ledv's Book and Maseszine (April,
1864), . 389.

[or
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WS BTE 3

e Vrpgaerite Povel, or Aumoniere”
Jur patiern is in Cfﬂ"?r bloe velvet, 1liv
ornanents ’ uhe lock snd chain, are in steel,
with a patiern in nron_«L g or beads, dthe gsteel hanging ory ,.__L,m = reploced
by tassels made with t@e'l bheads, and the chein by a blue velvet ribhon
embroidered with the some. Pouches of this description are very nuch
worn nade of 1ea:the'f, and in this material corrvespond wdl sith the
leather trimmings end velstbands pow so much in vogue. ey mske a
pretty finmish to a linsey dregs. 8

nad with white silk, The
The velvet nss bo worlked

The claggic-shaped bags of the renaissance period continued to be
cariied in the nineteenth centu'dr.g The wupper part of the nineteenih
century bag was made of a soft fabric but it retained the rigid fozl‘isi‘us.ed
in the previous period for the hottom sectlon of the bag. The top was

closed by = drai»-f—sﬁring.lo This type of purse was called a ftulip bag and

"

1%
is illustrated on Plate XXVIIT, fig. 3. The following suggestions for

crocheting sueh a hap were given in Godey's Lady!s Book of April, 1864:

UCrochet Tulip Bagh

’!’}"i small bag need not be nade of any expensive ncleriel, and
therefore ! lpi ne pink and a middle shade of green single Berlin wool can
be us e=d , with the edges worked in gold tuwine. I, however, it is made

for a purse, then middle size netting gilk and fine gold twist should be
substituted.tt

An example of the tulip-shaped bag is the pvhotograph on Plate XXIX.
This Venetian bag of 1860-1870 is made of plaid silk. The tips of the

-

Morroco lesther bags came into style avound 1822, and continued to be

uged to sone degree dwring the rerainder of ithe century. 12 these hage

SJL«'LU e aver, " The M""‘(‘Uef.l.’be Pouch." Godey's Lady!s Book zud
Magezine (August, 1864), p. 165.

Q . s ;
‘Burris-Meyer, p. 269.

O o - nxa o . . "
Fairfax Proudfit Wolkup, Dressing dthe Psrt (Wew York, 1950), p. 266.

Llugnochet Tulip Bag," Godev's Lady!'s Book snd Mapgozine (April, 1864),
Phe ,Uﬁ‘,B()é.

12

Burris-Meyer, p. 279.



vere smoll and rectengilar in form, and were cerried hy leather handles.

n

The handles were suspended from loops which projected frowm the top of 2
smooth metal frame., Various types of simple metal clasps which sxtended
from the frame were used as fastenings. The little purse pictured on
Plate I is one of this type. Men used tobaceo pouches which were very

dies, except th v did not have

&

siniler to the handw~hags carried by the lac

handles.lB
Apvroximstely in the middle of the ninetezenth cenlury, large purses

were coavriried by the Freach people. done of thesge were made of torboise
shell, some were inlaid with gold and silver, and ccceslonslly some were
set with jewels.

JBeaded bags which had been fashionable in the last ceantury continued
in favor. In the early part of this period the ususal price of a beaded

bag was five dollars, Many ladies now made thelr own purses, some even

o

raiging eilk worms in order to be assured of a supply of strong purse
A 15 -| £ * b ] - -
silk. These besded bags were worked on camvas, were knitted, or were

o former years were flat

crocheted. Whereas most of the beaded bags of

£y

nd
envelope ghaped, they now were more often round, being worked from the
center of the bottom, out, around, and up.

vPatterns for hand~begs were regarded as treasured possesslons, and
were coveted by the owner. They were the cause of much jealousy, soue~

times with sad resulits. Barle urote of such sn incident in "Two Centuries

1 : . . . \
L35 ane Weaver, "Tobacco Pouch." Pelorson's Magazine (December, 1858),
p. Z{A’, 3

n

1 e
“AQurﬂls-Ferﬁr, De 275,
1’Mﬂrgor¢e M. Mohlsr, "0ld Beaded Bags as a Howby." Hobbies (Septewber,

1940}, p. 5i.



In one Wew England town Matilda Emerson reigred a gqueen of bag-
mekers; her patterns were bmyond compare; one of a Datch scene with a
with

; G
z.rmd..n.all was the envy of all who bteheld it. She was the rivel witl
Amn Green for the affectlions of the ninister, 2 solemn widower, whose
sister keplt house for him and his three motherless children., Hath i%la
gave to the parson's sister the written rules for a worderful bead b
(the design having originated in Bosbon ), a bag which displayed w‘hen
finlghed a funeral willow tree and vrn and grass grown grave, in shaded
greys and purple and uhilte on a black backgrour &; 2 p?'cperly solenn bage

c—-

But when the pastorts sister essayed '{'.o 1;1’;.‘5 this trapping of wose, it
proved a sad jusble of unseaning lines, for Ann G"eel had taken secretly
the rulea from the knitters work-~box, and had changsd the penciled rules in
every line. UWhen the hodge-podge appesred wherve orderly symbols of gloem
should have been seen, the sister believed that Matilds had purposely
yritten then wrong in order to preserve her prestige s a bag-knlbter;

and she so p‘“Jlldlced her brother that he coldly twned from Mstildq and
merried, wnot Aun, but a widow from another town. Disoppointzd of her

deaired hllmbdnd Ann tm,uencea herself with her ew England congclence

unbil she vevewled her wickedosss to poor Malilda, ».rhoc‘ﬁ _z;s shatenent in
the person's esteenm could not repsy her loss of his affe tions, Lo

Popular designs in these patterns were of flowers, itrees, horses,
barnu, houses, and churches, Mottos were worksd into the desigos. Most
of these were rather sentimental. On occasion oniy the name of the giver,

the date, and the name of the recipient were used. Another moutto was

3 I

"oney maketh mirth where it is plenth, but swall is the mirth when the

purse is e,ﬂpty."l’?
/ -

A headed bag from Norway with an wausuel design is shown on Plate XXX.

The locomctive in this design is embroidered in pearls.

The periocdicals of the times included directions for maling bags.

In Petersonls Magazine, October, 1850, were the following directions for a
purse by Mlle. Defour: ‘

ftreae for Gold Pieces®

Materiales.—-Two skeins of blue, one dittoc of white, crochet silk;
one skein of fine pold tuwigh, and a round gilt top; Penslops crochet

E‘IO. 30..--

17

[ el
Moud Pastor, "It's in the Bag." JLwericon Home (March, 1940).
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3.

If preferred, gold or stesl beads may ve substituted for gold twisth,
ond will look egually well. .

For corrying gold dollers, cuerter eagles, ar half eagles, this purse
is very convenient .l

In the same magaszine, in the Jume issue of 1858, Dppeored the des ‘ign
shown on Plate XXVIII, fig. 1 and the following directiong for a lady's
reticule by Mrs. Jane Weover:

"Lady 's Reticule®

Materials.-S3ix yards of gold cord, one skein of gold thread, io. 1,
and three skeins of silk of any bright colof that ey be desis red, Mvo,
green or cherry, being the most switable. The trimming consists of a
handsome tessel, a cord, end two small pgold bxlls.

The pold cord here introduced is a Porisian novelty, vhich is
evufemely antty a8 well as durable, and much used for purses, bsgs, work-—

haskets, etc,

It is about the thickness of very fine window~blind cord, and very
briliiant, though not, of course, made of pure gold., The way of using 1%
in crochet is to work over it in the same way as over crdinery cord for
nots, bul instead of taling the stitches close together, and so completely
covering the cord, they wust be far apart, and with very long chaing to
them, so that the gold is the principle thing visible, and the silk is.
comparatively little seen.

e evw

As the reticule is only intended to hold & handkerchief s it need not
be very larpe. Worked in the some mamner and with the same Mﬁ*evlal 3, bub
not exceeding three inches in diameter, it mokes a very strong and novel
purse for a lady. As it is not flet, however, it is not suitable for the
pocket,

In the September igsue of the same year of this magazine there was

the illustration shown on Plate XVIII, fig. 2. Mrs. Weaver geve the

L=
following directions for this bag:
"Short Purse in Crochet"

Materials.=-2 skeing of fine Crimegon Netting Silk; 2 skeins of Black

ditte, 4 okelng of gold thread of the seme size; a yard of fine Crimson
cord; 2 small Buillon Slides, and a very handsome tass 1 of Gold, Crinmson

5
and Black interninglede.es.

"9Mlle Defour, "Purse for Gold Pieces." Pelerson's Magazine
(October, 1850), p. 169.
19 " . .
Jane Weaver, "Ladyls Reticule." Pelergon's Magazine (June, 1858),
pp‘ [’yﬁb“/+/7l
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Tinighed hy scwing on a very handsome French tazssel

¥Short Purse in Crochaet®

“Teste and elegance in purses have lotely heen superceded by durability.
Leather has been substitubed for silk netting and beads, bub has been found
too heavy for general use~-not bul what the power of dally heconing lightes
lies in the nature of oll purses. We night dJSO assert it as = fect that
the eupty purse is the heaviest thal can be cerried. Notulths t anding thie
pecullar principle in the article, the silk purse is decidedly prettier
then the leather one, and being an especially feminine manu~acuure, and
one which, wvhen completad, is so essentielly necessary to the happiness of
most ladies, and the use of which is go well mndersicod by them, that it
certalnly belongs to the covner of our Work-Teble depariment. The desizn
we have given is in very simple crochel in one color bub the effect is very
pretty, and it forms a very sirong purse. Colors are ulUUJS a nabkter of
tagte; crimson, dark rTeun, vrignt blue and brown, ere mogt generelly
chosen.....Wbem the top is made a sufficient Jdepth, it ig fastensd on to

a pretty steel or gily ciosp, wif%.ivo tassels to correspond, snd form a
ve:r',/ useful and pretty article, eithsr for a present or for personsl use.

!

21

LA crocheted purse of France of the nineteenth century is shown on
Plate XXXI. It is made of Irish crochet and lined with white satin. This
type of crochet was very populer in the United States in the last part of
the nineteenth century and reme 1ned in fashion until World Wer I.

Stoclking or miser purses continued in favor unntil the last quarter
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of this century. ¥A miger purs wirated on Plate XXXIT, fig. 1.

&
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Godey 's Lady's Book published in May, 1852, included directions for making

Q

)

thig one of canvass:

"Embroidersed Purse!
4
Meterislg,~-Half a yard 01 Trench Canves, Wo. 40, 5 inchesg wide,
nks of lerge gold beads, & strings of rangparent white, of the sane
size, 4 skeing of emerald green flosg silk, 2 skelns ol netiting silk to

™)
o
ﬁ)

)

zolbid., (September, 1858), pp. 216-217.

zlJane Yeaver, "Short Purse in Crochet." Pelerson's Hogazine
(Novenber, 1858), pr. ;64r36).
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match, and a half yerd of sarsnet ribbon of the sane hue; 2 fringed purse
ends and rings.

The mode of working this purse, by doing the ends on fine convas, is
one now firet introduced to the publiec. It i particuwlarly suiteble for
those who carry & good desdl of money sbout with then, as the ends can
never tear or give way. We &ll know the consequences cf a cromyod loop

in knitting, or of a stitch giving way in crochet; and how ofien a handsone

purse is rendered utlerly U.ublOS.J-'.-. mbroidered enc‘x; are cuite f‘rae from
this defect, and have a very handsone appesay ATENCS 4 e e s o0

Plate XXXIT, £ilg. 3, plctures a bap of the same shape vhieh appeared

in this magazine in July, 1858, This niser purse was trimwed in a different

\3‘ LL
; 23
manner , however, flovers were opplied to each end. Alsc ia

an illustration snd the directions for meking a "Mourning Purse" were

r< r,

given. Z’Q/T}us purse is pletured on Plate XXXII, fip. 2. It was to be
made in black and silver, and was a nuch sinpler design than other miser
PIrS Plate X{XIIT is o miser purse of Norway. It is knitted and decora-

ted with cut steel heads. Some very delicate and begutifnl French headed

a iy & . <
siser purses of this period are shown on Plate TXXIV.~ 5

et
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{Plate XXXV depicte a lady's troveling bag. It is
as the miser purse.

Uladyte Treveling-bag or Pouch Pompadoume™
This elegant traveling bag is especlally suitable for a2 ledy. It 1

made in the shope of a very large purse, and 1s of violet rep embroidercd
in white. These ecolors may, of course, be changed according to taste.
Tuo and a halfl yards of rep or other woolen nat 01-4 al, twenty-s Seven inches

n breadth are rﬂow_r“d, and the same guantity of white celico for Llining;
two and 2 quarter vards of silk fringe, and five skeing of white embroidery
8ilk for trimming; two ivory rings snd some pearl bubbtons. The pattern is
not worked twice on the same side of the purse, but on one side at one end

e A

“2nEmbroidered Purse," Godey's Ladv's Book (May, 1852), p. 401.

27 ) s
Z’P@'terson'. Magozine (July, 1858), pe 8.

24'1‘&5.6., pp. 69-70.

—————c——..

5D'Allema.gn@ , Leg Accesgoires du Coelume ¢t du Mobilier (Paris,
1828), Pl. CIII.
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and on the opposite ot the othor, so that both patierns may shou vhen the
bag hangs over the arm. The bag is entirely lined, a pocket is forned on

gach olde, and a slit is made in the center of the bag exactly in the

sane way as in a purse; two rings are slipped over and the glit is further

fastened by peard bubions and silk loons, Each pocket ig edged with gilk
fringe wp fo the s1it in the ﬁudblb. These pockelts are very convenlent
to hold the numberless small sriicles which a lady aluays wishes to have by

her during a journey. The embroidery is worked in a saiin gtitch, &
inner part of the fine pattern being £illed up with colored silk. The
naterial should be stretched over a frame in orcow to he worked neatly.

The bog is very easy %o make up, beling, in fach, n ng bub a purse of
very large dimensions. The embrovaery can easi ly be dlppﬂnseé with, and a
usefnl bag made of plain materials. One of the advaniages that Zhl? bag
possesses over the ordvnary kind is that it »eally has a groceful appearance
when properly carried, which can scorcely be sald of wnany traoveling
pouches.”

d%lat purses were used to some exbtent. They were usually made of salin
and embroidered, Plate XXXVI shows one of these bags from Finland. They
were made of one flst piece folded in the nlddle. The shape rosembled
a card case.

J Tovard the end of the century, chztelaine bags were the height of
fashion, These huug from the belt by a chein siipped over a metal hook.
The hook shown on Plate XXXVII from which hangs the round purse of cub
stecl beads iz of sterling eilver. It belongs to Mrs. Carl Yates of

Grapevine, Texas, who were it at the turn of the century. These chatelaine

DR

ags were kaitted, crocheted, uade of velvet, and other fancy meterials

. 2 . . ‘s .
and wers headed. 7 The metal fraomes were made of owidized silver. Ha

stoted that o few of the bags were made of leather and were sultable only
" 8

» the tailored costume. These hags were sousre, rechangular, or round

in shepe and were flat.

pé"quf'w Traveling-bog or Pouch Poupadcur " Godey!s Lady's Dook gnd
Magazine (Pecenber, 1864), pe 537.

z Walln . 326,

zgcarrie A. Hell, From Hoopskirts to Nudity (Caldwell, Idako, 1938),

‘ Lo
Pe 85,
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the eighieenth centucy and the esrly ones of
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the nineteenth, a new sbeel making technicve was developed which made the

¢ on jewelry =nd pureess possible. Jevslry conbining
paste, cut-steel, and mothsr-of-peorl fillsd & longing for Juxury on the
toze vho cowldd net afford disnonds cud wrecious stoneg. Purses
were made of timy linke of steel decorsied with flowers, plihons, bubttons,
etc, of the same motorial, vV Sore of these purses from the D'4llensgne
collection are shown on Plate XWXVIII.RY Handsons buckles and
also made by this new process.

Purses were bullh with rigld steel frames. ome were in the shape of
clagsic (reek vases a3 shown on Plate XWX, center left and cenber right.
The one on the center left is covered with stauped white lesther and
decorated with ornaments of polished steel. The one on the center right is
also covered with leather, Each side is gadrooned and there cre stesl
moldings around the edge .30

Others were made of folding fromes. The bag at the top center of the
same ple ate shows an accordion frome s coverud with molre. It ig trimmed

m which ave suspeaded the tessels.

with metallic pascomenterie £r
In the latter part of the eighteenth century and in the ninebeecunth,

ladies of Colonial America carried their cape in silk-lined baskets.

These were usually large enough to hold three or four caps. One such

basket is to he found in the Memorisl Hell Musewn in Deerfield, Mossachuselts.

This basket bhelonged to Ann Grawt, a Tamously beautiful Southern belle.

he no douht treveled around g great desl and had & nsed for geveral of

o

-

these daimiy bite of needlework. After a lady veburned rom her iravels

2% 141 1emagne, Pl. CCCVIII.

301y34,, P. CII.

=
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A grect veriety of

octhers were purse desi

sone yere new in

K 2 ‘f" . -
of o different scole.

pretotions of

poriods. The ridicules of colonicl peried, however,

foi

trizmed snd were made 1

la. The beaded

a verlety of colors ond materic

»

dray-string wch in fovor and the patierns for them uvere trecsursd
possesslong.

The niser purse or loag-purse of the rensissonce hecans one of the
popular desipns of the colonicl period. The shape
3 " - [ I
becane ogtentations. The rop troveling-

were

card coges uere

The Morreco leather hand-hag wes introduced in 1822 and

W, American HNeedleyork
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Plate XXVII

Aumonieres

Fig. 1. "Merguerite Pouch"
Fig. 2. Aumoniere Girdle

Sketched by the author from Godey's Lady's Book






Plate XXVIII

Retiecunles

Fig. 1. Lady's Reticule.
Fig. 2. Short Purse in Crochet.
Fig. 3. Crochet Tulip Bag

Figs. 1 and 2 sketched hy the author from Peterson's
Magazine and Fig. 3 from Godey's Lady's Book












Plate XOX

Enmbroidered Purse from Norway (1860)

By Courtesy of the
Norsk Folkemusewm, Oslo, Norway.






Plate XXXI

French——XIX Centwry
By Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum
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Plate XXXIIX

Miser Purse of Worwey--XIX Century

By Courtesy of the
Norsk Folkemuseum, Oslo, Norway.
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Plate XXXV

Lady's Traveling~Bag or
Pouch Pompadour

From Godey!'s Lady's Book and Magazine






Plate XXXVI

Satin Purse of Finland

By Courtesy of the Arkeologiska Avdelningen,
Helsinki, Finland.






Chatelaine Bags and Bag Hook
From the collection of Mrs. Carl Yates.

Plate XXXVII
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LES ACCESSOIRES DU COSTUME ET DU MOBILIER

i) >
P g T

Jhe' s g
A g VAP

Réticules et sacs de dames montés en acler. X1x* sidcle.
(Collection Dolstean. Musée des Arts Décoratifs.)



CHAPTER V

TWENITETH CENTURY HAWDBAGS

Chatelaine bags were still very much in vogue in the early yesrs of
the twentieth century, They were made of leather, silk, or were beaded.
In the Home Heedlework Magazine of Januery, 1900, the following directicons

vere glven for such a hag:

Crocheted sill puwrses and bags are very populor, et tle revivel of
crochet work is guite marked. In the shope we pee o iorre rocortment of
beaded purses and bags of all sizes and descriptions. The orocheted silk
chatelaine bag illusirated has an oz ridized silver clasp top, with chain
and ring, and o geometrical design worked in hright steel beads.,...The

oxidized silver top, with chain and ring, will cost ebout §l. 2’.

Also chown in the sane isgus wog o gote-top purse. This purse had a

folding metal hoop wilh 2 »ing o gide, which collepsed inte a snall
circle and was closed by & top that snapped over the frame. These freomes
were usually of oxidized silver; on occasion, stones were set in the top.
Qn Plate XL is pictured a gate<top bag of this type which belongs to the
author'é mother. In 1900, these gate~top fremes were purchased for thirty-
or forty cents.

A grester variety of malerials were used in the twentieth century than
ever before. Popular leﬂthe?s were olligetor, walrus, sesl, calf, lizard,

deer, asnake, and kengaroo. Fahrics included crepe de chine, satins, velvets,

2
brocades, danagks, and many others.

. & P. Verpes, "Crocheted S1lk Chotelaine Bag." Hone Heedleworl
Magozine (JVnumqy, 1900), p. 48.

Katherine Morris Lester, Accessorieg of Dress (Peoria, Illinois,
19/0) s Do LR —
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Designers in this period began Yo consider the interiors of the
purses., Both the linings and the appointments assumed roles of importance.
Rich and interesting materials such as satins, taffetas, both plain and

plaid, soft kid skins, ond susde were used., Comparitmentis, coin purses, and

wirrers were included in selmost a1l bags and purses. Occasionally, the

'v

milrrors vere set into the linings. In 1940, fine bags began to include
toilette articles such as a comb, nail file, conpact, lipstick, and
cologne bottle and a cigavette cose.

«Beoded hags of different kinds continued in Favor. Plates XLI and

XLII show some bags of this type from the collection of lirs. B. V. Sheerer

raes were made for every ceocasion and for every season. Bveming

-

bags were nade of pold end silver segh.’ These bogs were small snd
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It derived its name from uhe then cwrent idea thet if a young lady, called
a "{lapper"’ in the slang of the day, became angry with her escort or
"date,"” she would not have to wolk home bub would have enough mouey to
pide the street cexh or to toke a tazd.

In 1922, en envelope hag hecane fashion ble.4 Lodies were wearing

wrap-oround coats which were clubtched about the hips. Since the com

did not faosten but was held together with the hand, the envelope bag could

fed

e held under the arm and wes o very comvenlent sdjunct to the costume.
The envelope bag conbinued to be used in one form or another for meny years.

During the thirties, the econonic crisls in the United States cauged

“heth Burris-ieyer, Thisg is Feshlon (Wew York, 1943), p. R35.
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a stelemote in the fashion industry. The purse designs of

were unimaginsbive and limited inm number.

i o

In the forties, however, with the increased flow of money resuliing
from the employmerd of women in dndusiry during World ver IT, mauy new
cecegsories appecved on the market, The government restvicted the use of
vital melals, hence the mamufecturers could not melﬁe purge~fremegs Thus
the draw-string pouch again became very popular., Meny timeg, the drow-
strings were run through casings, the begs did nol even heve metal eyelets.

o

Another irdluence of World War IT was the rovival of the shoulder

bage Dus o the need of the service woman for having her hands free when

narehing, the designers, in working out the wniforns for the

o
2
o
i
3
Q
&
5]

WAVES and the VWACS, crected bogs which had long sireps and were hung over

the shoulder. Thia type of beg was ¢uickly sdopted by the prblic and is

ot 3 ¥ < “Fay 3 P ook wiryiae d g o g} ompn &Y 3 5 £y e ¢ 3
st1ll popular today. In the late orties, whean the rorch 1ife of wesgtern

[ TR QR S B R R D Y PO I P S N V— b . . - P
nited States began to influcnce fushilon 1o & great exvent, these purses

3 5, 1

cequired the choractier of feed-hage and saddle~bags. With this trerd also

cene the revival of lecther tooling as a means of decoration. “Plote XLIIT
is o photogreph of fcoled lesther bags made for the euthor by her son,

Jolm Pegul Xiingetedts A choulder-bsg made by the suthor of ashwral colored
deer c¢kin and decorated with brass cornaments is shown on Plate ¥LIV.
e nade of covered rigid Ifremes becane populsy. VWhile the

covered bage of the renalssance and cclonial periods were classgic in

design, these were box-chaped. Thoy wers covered with velvel, sclin,

denoslk, jersey, woolen materisls, leathers, and gynthetic fabrics. Flate
XIV ghows a group of these bhox-like purzes.

A cloging device iutroduced for the first time about 1930 was the
zipper. This was o sliding wetel fastener. They were used to close

imer compsrtuents of the parse as well e the purse iteelf,
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Economics and world affairs have probably influenced all phases of
costume design in the first half of the twentieth century as much as in any
previous period of our history. There has been great industrial advancement
on one hand and two world wars on the other. Synthetics have played an
important part in the designs of clothing and of accessories.

Many purse designs popular in the colonial period have continued in
favor in the twentieth century. However, there has been a greater variety
of febrics and leathers used than ever befare. The interiors of the
purses have assumed greater importance. Two new devices for closing bags
were introduced, the gate-top frame which was a collapsible hoop made of

metal, and the zipper.



SRS e
L .'.'-‘_q s '_,Hé _:":III *

i =P a2







Plate XLI

Beaded Bags of the Twentieth Century
From the collection of Mrs. E. V. Sheerar






Plete XLII

Beaded Bags of the Twentieth Century
Fron the collection of Mra. B+ Ve Sheerar






Plate XLIII

Tooled leather bags
belonging to the author.
Made by John Paul Klingstedt
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CHAPTER VI
IN CONCLUSION

In tracing the development of purses through the ages archaeological
data and literature has revealed that definite styles, materials, and
nethods of decoration have become more refined as the cullwre advanced,
The study has revealed that most types of bags in use in the twentieth
century have evolved from simpler prototypes identified in earlier periods.

The simple pouch with a draw-string closing, one of the earliest bags
of which we have any record, has appeared and reappeared throughout the
centuries. People of ancient Greece and Rome were portrayed in sculpture
and ceramics carrying pouches of this type. Effigles of people of the
m&ieval ages also showed this style of bage In the renaissance era, the
seal and medal bags of both England and the continent, the contribution
purses of the churches, the City Purse of London, the little purse found
in the wall of St. Mary's Church, and many others now preserved in musewms
w;re drav-string bags. In the Colonial period, most of the reticules and
indispensables were of a draw-string design. The fashions of the ‘i:wantieth
century continued to decree the draw-string bag as a type filted to the
node of the day. The style varied in interpretation from the small petite
beaded bags of the first quarter of the century to the large felt draw-
string purses of the thirties. These bags have always been made of both
leather and falrics of differenmt kinds. The fabrics used have shown the !
skill of the craftsmen of the times, becoming richer as the art of weaving
progressed. In regerd to the decoration employed on the draw-string bags,

90



this too, hag been an indication of the craftsmenship of the people as
well as the mode of the day. Leather tooling, emiroidery, and beading have

all been Ffaghionanle ot inbtervals.

Purses with metal frames of oue design or another have bheen used

since the early years of the Middle Ages. They have changed from straizht
bars to very ornate frames and back again to simple frames. The first

frames were mg from the belt or girdle, then later carried hy bundles,
and then held wnder the arm. Tolay purses with fremes srs carried by

handles or held in the bhand,

It hos not been ascertaiuned when purses were first closed by o clasp. ¥

o)

The most auvthentic data in regard to clasps has been secured from the
Tollowing discourse by Cuming:

Anong other undecided poluts in the history of purses is the psriod
when they were first closed wilth a clasp or snap. The gipciere in the
Lowre, alres dy'feib‘ued %0, iﬂ stoted to have 2 asteel cl&sp and the
gteel clacp of another lately seen in France, is graven with the data
1508, But the clasgp ce“*alnlJ dld not come into much eamrloy until the
logt half of the seventeenth century. 4An embroidered pouch in the -
British | ﬂuﬂoum, bearing the dote 1693, hea a gilt metal clasp; and in the
Society of fmtiquaries of Scobtlond is a curious purse-clasp of *he tine of
William III, in which pistols were uccreted, smd so contrived that their
charge ewnlers the hend of the pariy sbie mp\lwg to open i%, if hf real
congtruction be unknown. This specimwon ig of interest =s being the one
vhich gave Sir Weller Scobtt the idee of gusrding the poucb Ro oy
]

;J-

7

J
L)
with a like apperaztus. "I advise no aan to abtenpt opening th 'ls sporran
1311 he_hes wy secret," are the eaubionary words of Rob Roy to hailie
J.. .L"Vlc .

j.uh

Shoulder~bage also had a forerwmer in ancient tines. The shoulder-
bag shown in Plate VI, fig. 8, taken from an asncient Greek vase, wos very
gimilor to those in use in the itwentioth cenbury.

The wicker énd straw bags heve also evolved from ancient sources.

Plate VI, fig. 6, depicte a tobacco pouch used by women of ancient Egyph.

_.. J

In the same nlute, fig. 4 iz a wicker fish bagket of ancient Greece.
lCumin "History of Purses," Jowrnsl of the British Archeeological

Associstion, Vol. XIV (London, 1858 , D 143.
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Lodles of Colonlal America carried their delicctely embroidered cape in
vapkets. The hondles were attoched to the centsr of the rounded tops. The
Zashions in the spring of 1953 included 1ittle basket-bags with flat hinge

3 A N ! R o] e N e e e 5o M 5 g A} wm ey
lids decorated with peointed peasant desipgns. These tops are hinged across
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ho conter just under the handle and
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peuir from each end very
picuic baskets do. This purse form algo had an ancastor in the pasht og
gshown: in the basketls corriled by the pessants of the Black Forest. IFather
Stork led the children on a gloricus pilgrimage on the twenty-second of
Februery, in sesrch of nuls, {ruit, end small cakes. The baskel

used to catch the favers as they were throwa to then. 2

were

i)

1

Ladieg heve carrvied box-like begs elnce 194%. They ere nade in neny
shopes, covered with either leather or fabric and cerried by handles. The

seme principle was enployed in Prance in the eightesnth century, except

the shope was c¢lassic.

As 2 yrule, purses uwere used in the past for purposes corresponding to
those of today. In the twentieth century comparinents were added to the
interiors or linings of the purses to accommodeate the various articles
cerried in them. Purses have slusys been used Zor coing of diffsrent

inds, Other trecsuvres kept in them were articles such 28 medals, rings,
jewels, ornmments, strings of beads, ingots of gold, seals, reliques of

5

devolion, talisnens and
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tablets ave hulb
yere also necessory as records state that keys, weights, scissors, gay
oilt knives, note pads, and writing teblels were currled in thea. To take

the place of these, we have substituted cer keys, check books, and grocery

teorgianna Brown Harbeson. American Heedleworlk (Wow York, 1938),

g home remedies and medicinal herbs were included, Our vitomin and aspirin



lists. In place of our chewlng gum end mints, ladics of the past cerried

joX

ainby sendwiches, preserved frults, and cocca lesves. Cosietics seem to

have been considered as important then as they ere now. Anong these listed

..‘u

in each period were combs, perfume bottles, scent apples, essence hotiles,

Q
|y

end scent, Other items wmentioned were {lint, sticks of sulphur, tckacco,

handkerchisfs, fans, gloves, a lock of heir, 2 tiny billet douw and

pincushions.

The material available regerding purses cerried Ly oncient people is
limited to archaeciogical data ascertained {rom stone carvings end pottery.
These sources revesled the use of draw-string bogs, shoulder begs, basket-
like bags, and bucket-shaped bags. The movable hendles on the bucketw
shaped bags indicate an advancement in the skills of the crafleuen.

The first uwritten docuuunuav?~” grial concerrning bage wes found in
the works of Matthew Parls in the Medieval period. The archoecloglical
findings and documentary materisls ewemplify the experimentetion in the

&

conbour and the faestenings of medieval purses. One of the most noteworthy

L NS

technigues of this era was nehal beows

e

-

or Irames as an inlegral paft of the design. Comperitments were added ond

ney techwicouee of decoration were used.

03 2 v 0} K3

jeuwel~like in appearerce. New mpse=-naliing technicues iniroduced diring
this pericd were metal mesh, "sanded"™ work, and covered, rigid
“Victorian sentimentality was reflecied in the purses of the Colonizl
period. Hanfwork was a fashionable hobby of the ladies and sewing circles
were of peimery importance in the soclety of the century. The profuse

. .

descriptions of hege and purses in the ladies! mapgesines of the period

indicete the fmporbence placed on these accessories of the costume.



%

Purse designs in the twentieth centwry appear to have been more
sensitive to the social, political, and economic upheavals than those
designs of foregoing cultures.

Research in this area has been hampered somewhat in that most of the
documentary materials had to be secured from great distances. More
intensive research in the field would undoubtedly reveal pertinent facts
not yet alluded to in the present literature.
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APPENDIX A

The following word-list is a compilation of terms used during a

specific era to refer to bags and purses,

primary and secondary souwrce materials.

Alloiere
Almoner
Alnmoniere

Alwar

Amoniere
Aulmoniere
Ammoniere

Balantine
Balantion
Bowrses
Bragetto
Bulga
Bursa
Bygirdlum
Byrsa

Cabas
Chatelaine

Crumena

Escarcelle

Follis
Funda

Gibbeciere
Gibeiere
Gibeciere
Gipciere
Gypeciere
Gypeyre
Gypsere

Hand~bag

Indispensible

Marsupium

Palke
Pasceolus
Pence Jug
Pocket boolk
Poke

98

These terms were obtained from

Porte-monnaie
Porte~feulle
Porte~feuille
Pouchet
Pucker

Pung

Punge
Purs

Purse

Puse

Reticule
Reticulum
Ridicule

Sacculus

Saccus

Saracen alms bag
Sarrasenaises

Sporran



APFENDIX B
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE
FROM MUSEUMS AND LEARNED SOCIETIES



EMBASSY OF SWEDEN

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. December 19, 1952

Mrg, Paul T, Elings‘ted‘t
Oklahoma Agricultural and
Mechanical College
Department of Household Aris
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Dear Mrs. Klingstedt:

Thank you for your letter of December 9. I should like

to suggest that for information on ancient bags and purses,
you write to the Nordic Museum in Stockholm, The address
is Nordiska Museet, D jurparden, Stockholm.

Also, I think you might be able to obtain information from
Professor Sigwrd Erixon, Institutet for folklivsforskning,
Lusthusporten, D jurgerden, Stockholm.

If you can find any of the following historical publica-
tions in the main litrary of the University of Mimmesota
or in some other big publie library, I think that you
would be able to locate some valua.hie and interesting

material in one of them. I am referring to either "Fata-
buren," "Rig," or "Kultwren."

Very truly yours,

(Miss) Berit Stiernstedt
Attache!



EMBASSY OF IRAQ
WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 18, 1952

Mra. P. Te mﬂg&td‘
Household Arts Department
Oklahoma A. & M, College
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Dear Mrs, Klingstedt:

This morning our office received a book which we
thought might be useful to you. It is called "A Selected
and Annotated Bibliogrepity of BOOKS AND PERIODICALS IN
WESTERN LANGUAGES DEALING WITH THE MEAR AND MIDDLE EAST
with Special Emphasis on Hedievel and Modern Times." It
is edited by Richard Ettinghausen and is Wrought out by
the Middle East Institule, 1830 19th Street, N.W.,

Washington, De C.
Hoping you find this information of interest,
I remain,

Very truly yours,

K. Sherifi
Cultwral Attache

KS smle
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ONAL GEOGRAPHIC

Decenber 9, 1952

Mre. Po T. Klingstedt
Ok7”h0ﬂc & ¥ Collepe
T

Although The SGCi\b* hag not published & comprehensive
article on bags and purses, tere ng Soas

ollowing text references to
purses, and pecketbooks:

fot
1
ey
jay
)
L d
.
~
¢
o
A1)
2
&
[l
o]
byt )
o]
4
o
e
s
)
&

Septenber, 1932 -

3
Pelruery, 1941 - pp. 284, 256, 11ls. 255,

2563 $L.00

- 111ug. 8213 *1 oo

~ illnes. 029; §1.00
illus. 319: $1.00
llus,. 943 OO cents

1 TP 60 cents

illug. 777
illus, 819: 60 cents

ellﬁﬁUWEMf of The
sibly you could roi o these references end illustrations

1ie
LLOC

Thenk you fo nbere ust this
prove helpful.

/s/ Gilbert Grosvenor
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Cogtume Institute :“’1;
meumn of

Mrse Havrparel T. J. Rowe,
Curohor of Textileco
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Corporation of London
Guildhall Museun, E.C.2.

18th Novewber, 1952

o

Dear Medan, °
It is rather 41€ficdt to know wvhere to begin to answer youwr
letter,

We have in this Vusewm, a lerge collection of gipeieore purse
frames, of which we could no doubt send you a selection of photo-
graphs. On the cther hend & collection of identical material is in
the London Musewa, lensington Pelace, who publisgh it in thelir medieval
catoelogue pp. 158-170.

Then there is the famecus purse belonging to the City of London,
dating from zbouts 1600.

I imagine that you ki oW & .1 nhout
purse founé in the Saxon ks)
There is a good peyg
Archacological Associa
131_14.4..'

o
w
&
1
(R
D

i

-

ot
C
g
-
=~
N
P aan Y
;-a-l
G
R
o)
g
=]
e

-

7 sll about these maferencas, I do not want
faich you alrecdy heve. Gould you perhaps
vels«h.jc‘m..

';'40
=

Yours

Yeornman Coolz

£H

Keepeyr of the Museun
Mrs. P. To Klingstedt,

Oklehoma Agriculiural and Mechenical College,
Household Arts Dbparamenu,

Stillwater,

Oklahome, U.S.A.
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Corporation of London
Guildhall Library, E.C.2.
11th February, 1953.

Dear Madam,

Your letter of the 2nd February, 1953, addressed
to the Lord Mayor, has been passed to me.

We have a photograph of the Purse, but it is not
suitable for "Copycat" reproduction. I am sending
therefore a "Copycat" of a small engraving of the Purse,
which should answer yowr purpose. There is no charge
for this.

Yours faithfully,
Raymond Smith
Librarian and Curator.

Mrs. Paul T. Klingstedt,

Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
Household Arts Dept.,

Stillwater, Oklahoma,

UsSehe
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The British Museum,

London, #W.C.l

Deportment of British and Medieval
Intigullies

28 January 1953

Dear HMadanm,

There are uno bags or purses in our Early Christien
collection, nor is there ooy nentlon of them in Daltonts
.Cat glogue. Ue have a muber of nmedieval purse~frames
of the well-known kind and the only example of iuportance

& the Subion Hoo purse (of the 7th century) which yvoun mush

fte

-

know already. We have only two references to further
nmetierials
Proceedings of the Soc. of Antiguities, lst. Ser. IV}

London, 1859, p. 293

Mrs. Paul J. Klingstedt,
Oklshoma A. & M. College,

Stillueter, Okla., U.S.4,



THE BRITISH MUSEMM, LODON, W. C. 1

Department of British and Medieval Antiguities

2. 3. 52,

Dear Madau,

You may reproduce the phobograph of the
Button Hoo purse to which you refer. You no
doubt realise that the photo. shows the 1id of
the purse--ithe contents was contained in a hag
or pouch, which hed totally perished.

You ghowld acknovledge the use of the

photogreph 'hy Couriesy of the Trugtees o

XN

Pritish Husews.'



Muges Des Arts Decorshifls
Pelais du Louvre
Pevillon de Marsen

107, Rue de Riveli, Paris

¥rs. Pe Kllng stedt
Oklobong A & ¥ Colloge

Ued o Ao

Hovenber the 18tk 1052

Deear Madan,

In reply to your lelter of the 9th of November, I regret
to tell you thot we hisve ne publication on bags. Our Musewn
possess Leather handcases of the XVII® and "VIO centurie
(photopgraphs of them con be obtained: 18 x 24 cm: 400 J.I‘S-

each, two cases on each photo) and & col.!.@chloﬂ of XVIII’th
centwry perie purses, and a few from Lhe ninetsontl centwry,
vhotographs of which, don't exist but could he made ab your
charge.

If you wish I can look up in owr Library if there is any=-
thing uﬁ;\m ting, give ne more detsile sboul the period you

Pt
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Athens 24 November 1952

Dear Sirs,
Replying to yowr letter of the 9th inst, I
inform you that for what you are interested youn
can find in the Catalogue of the Musewns as well
as and O, M, Dalton, Catalogue of Early Christian
Antiguities and Objects from the Chrisiian East
of the British Museun, London, 190L.
Assistant of Byzantine Museum
GeSe



HATTONAL MUSEIR OF ANTIGUITIESG OF SCOTLAD
Queen Street
Bdinburgh, 2

16th Decenber,

.\D

7T
I

¢

» Mlingstedt,
Ag.mc ult ur'u amd Hochonicel College,
: —\ 3

0G

A
AN .

s Thohos hs of Scottish ]
“«he Tatiionel Portralt cﬁ.,_le,rf»
T rssion showing hovw they were worn
iog. T‘»O.L: veinte cosh n/6d., w«:.Bfi)

sporrans, at (27)
rints of i
in the 17 axnd

survivel of the mornal Buropenn medieval purse

c the development of tne nedloval purse fronm
Lop suepesnded from e " soat brags,

The change seens o ’1ave t n pleoce

egs bags vere used alier thal ﬂa’ee. The

yit=cireulor, rectangilor and soul-—

e fgf’"i(‘d docorati are locked

4

fen
-3

saibe and colbches. gmed.l
seal, otlter or hga The large horse=-
a"mo’a:::'i: 1800 and have m’ om.m stoly Leen

ised by the T’fltc}z,-az?" of
sentuy sls

] cry also, the sporven wes vemoved from the walst belt
and hung on a seporzie girop.

he note“ on sporrons ney be found in Jasee

cottich weapons ebc.” wbh. ed by VWoterston &
‘inmwfh 1831, There is f;ﬂ.:so on excellentd
wse in the London b h,uema Cataiopue (Ho. 7)

©

I =‘n?l}. be plessed to cupply photopgraphs and cry more details



NORDISKA MUSELRT

STOCKHOLM

Kovenmber 17th, 1952,

Mrs. Paul T. Klingstedt,
Division of Home Boononmles
Oklshoms A, & M. (ol 10@@,
Stiliwater, Oklashona,

. UnS lAt

Doar Mre Kiingstedt,

]

On zecount of your letter of Hovember Sth I wich

to Hell wour that there are in ?ﬂoz‘rh eka mugest g gread
collection of hags and purses. Sorry 'ho £ ._; t,.ey have
not been worked through sc we co wﬁ

of them., If you want photographe

J‘.

course m-ﬂfu some for vou. 4 pew phot
at the moment 15 sw. croves. If oy
type of bags end from what time theoy o
sure to find something for you.

U



GOTEBORGS MUSEUM
GOTEBORG,
November 29, 1952,

Mrg, Paul T. Klingstedt
Division of lome Economics
Oklahoma. A« & M. College
Stillwater, Oklahoma

UsS <A,

Dear Mrs. Klingstedt,

We thank you for yowr letter of November 9, 1952,
but are sorry to sgy that none of owr gtaff has written
anything about the things you are interssted in. Those
are of course represented in owr collecliocns, To give a
fair judgenent of the simllar objecls as well as de~
seription is rather difficuit in a letter. We think this
can only be settled by yowrself if you intend to visit
Sweden and Gothenlurg.

We would suggest that you address your question to
the Jordiske Museet and the Kunglige Billiotoket (The
Royal Lilwary) both in Stockholm, from which you might
get better information, If it is unknowm to you, though
we have all reason to belisve the conirary, we like to

put your atiention upon Hilaire and Meyer Hiler, Biblio-
graphy of Costume, ed. New York 1939.

Yours truly,
Arvid Flygare,
Goteborgs Museun
Historiska Avd.

120



STATENS HISTORISKA MUSEUM
OCH
KUNGL. MYNTKABINETTET
Stockholm 3rd December 1952,

Mrsc Paul To mngsted‘h
Division of Home Economics
Oklahoma A, & M, College

Stillwater, Oklohona.
U.S.A.

Dear Madan,

In reply to yowr inquiry I take pleasure in
forwarding to you two off-prints of articles on money
bags from Wiking times. The subject has not been treated
in Swedish literature, and owr collection is very poar
in objects of this type.

Yours sincerely

Wilhelm Holmgvist.
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MUSEUM & ART GALLERY
Stranmillis
Belfast

Mrse Po Te Klingatadt,
Oklahoma A. & M. College

Household Arts Dept.
Stillwater, Okla., U.S.A.

Dear Madam,

Yowr inquiry has been referred to me by the Director.
Unfortunately we have little material of the type you specify.
The only relevant specimens consist of pgymaster's money bags
dating from the middle ages. They are of white sheep skin
and have Latin inscriptions on the front panel,

I shall prepare a detailed description of them as soon
as I return to worke. At present I am on sick leave and I
must apologize for the resulting delay in replying to your
letter. I hope it is of no inconvenience to you.

Yours faithfilly,

G« Be Thompson
Keeper, Antiquities Division.
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MUSEU NACIONAL DOS COCHES

Lishoa, 25 Wovember, 1952.

Mrs. Paul T. Klingstedt
Cklahoma A, & M. College
Division of Home Hcononics

XVIIIth centuwry and beginning of the Xi¥fth., bub

With iy best regards, I an

o

Siacerely yours,



NATIONAL MUSEET
ILL. AFDELING
DANSK FOLKEMUSEUM
KOBENHAVN

19th November 1952,

Mrs, Paul Te Iﬂ.ingstedt,
Division of Home Economies,
Oklehoma Lo & M. College,
Stillwater, Oklahoma, U.S.A.

Dear Madan,

Unfortunately we have no books on bags or purses. We
have quite a lot of then, especially frou the 18th centwry. If you
could give me more special information (which types ete. you want)
I could have some photographs taken for you, A photo 13 x 18 costs
Danish crowns 17.00.

Perhaps you might he able to get photos of 17th century
bags and purses fron the Royal Collection at Rosenborg Castle,
Copenhagen K.

Yours sincerely,

Ellen Andersen
Keeper.



ARKEOLCGISKA KOMUISSIONER
HISTORISKA AVDBELNINGEN
Kansellizmigeo, Hatlonalmuseet
Helsinki, Helsingfors
25th of Hovember 1952

Mrge. Paul T. Klingstedt,
Division of Home Economics,
Oklohoma As & M. College,
Stilluater, Oklahona, UldS.A.

Dear Madam,

Ve ave in receipt of yowr letter of the 9th inst concerwing
bags and PUrsts.

In the Rationel Huseun of Findland there ave several hundred
bags apd purses. We however doublt, wvhether a list of them would
be useful %o you. Instesd we are sending you two photogrephs,
one showlng embroiderved silk vags (pocket books) which were wosi
gonzion in the end of the 18th cenbury end in the Legloning of the
1G6th ceptury, aud the other &k 3 coln puree of the 19th

howin
century.
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ARKEQCL OGISKA KOMMISSIONEN
HISTORISKA AVDELMINGEN
Kansallismuseo, Notlonolmuseet
Helsinki, Helsingfors
23th JmMLu3 1953,

Mrs. Paul I. Klingstedt,

o

Dear Mre. Pavl I. Klingstedt,
Ia snewer to your letter of the qlst cember 1952

A

I inform you that you have every right 4o publish the

As to the ancient bags the oldest ones in owr

in yeer 1700, eo that umnfortimately not even we do
know bags from earlier period,
Yours felthivlly

/8/ Merta Uirn
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