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PREFACE

This study attempted to determine the attitudes of readers toward

three Display treatments (Headlines, Photographs and Type-faces) in

the Stillwater News-Press, and to detérmine the reading frequency
of four kinds_of News and non-News cbntent carried by the News-
‘££g§§. The study also attempted to determine readers' attitudes
toward the News-Press in general.

It is hoped that the findings will be beneficial to the News-
Press management in future decision-mak;ng on the paperf

The author wishes to express his‘grétitude to the co-publisher
and editor of that newspaper, James %. éellatti. The latter's
sponsorship of the entire thesis lessened the author's precarious
financial burden.

Sincere thanks go to my thesis adviser, Professor Lemuel D. Groom.
His suggestions and timely advice on many aspects of the project con-
tributed in no small measure to its éompletion.

A special thank you is extended to Dr. Walter J. Ward, professor
and coordinator of graduate studies, School of Journalism and Broad-
casting, Oklahoma State University. He was a friend at heart and
my major adviser. His professional competence in behavioral research
coupled with his patience and guidance enabled the author to complete
the graduate program. Dr. Ralph L. Hamilton, director, Division of
Public Information at Oklahoma State University, deserves special

mention for the. work-study scholarship in his department which he
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granted during tﬁe author's first year in graduate school and for
his continuing moral Support.'

Dr. Harty E. Heath Jr., director, School of Journalism and Broad;
casting, deserves special mention for granting the author a teaching
assistantship during the latter's graduate work in the School of
Journalism and Broadcasting.

Acknowledgement also is due Dr. James W. Rhea, a member of my
thesis committee.

Finally, I wish to express special appreciation to my wifé,
Joyce, and son, Itoro. Their patience during the long hours of
thesis typing, their encouragement during those occasions of low
spirit and endurance through the hafdsh;p days---all were a boost

to the author's morale.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Newspaper criticisms are many and varied. They are both general
and specific, and as old as the newspaper itself. Sometimes the
criticism is violent. As early as’l?96, less than a century after
the first newspaper was foundéd in this country, an editor's office
not only was wrecked, but the editor himself was "caned." Benjamin

Bache, editor of the Philadelphia Aurora, suffered that fate because

of his stand against Federalism.l | Even more extreme cases are
fairly common in the history offjournalism.

At the community level, neﬁgpaper criticism tends to be more
specific than general. Local readers complain about stories being
omitted, headlines being vague or ambiguous, photographs being
gruesome or publishers showing favoritism to their "sacred cows."

Often, these complaints are registered with publishers over the
telephone, sometimes thréugh a personal visit by a reader or his
representative, and at other times they come in “Létters to the
Editor."

Without an empirical study, it is difficult to asseés how
extensive a particular complaint is. It is equally difficult to
know what kind of readers complain about what specific aspects of

the newspaper.



The Problem

Without pointing an accusing finger, the author chose to study the

performance of the Stillwater News-Press. This hewspaper serves

the Oklahoma State University-community,‘the Stillwater cdmmunity and
some parts of Payne County, Oklahoma.

From what is known, reader feedback on the perférﬁancé of this
newspaper is sketchy.

How does the newspaper perform in such areas as headlines, photo-
graphs and coverage of community’news?v How do. readers like the sports
page, the comic strips or the crossword puzzles? What kind of readers
read the Forum page or what percentage of readers read the "ﬁews in
Brief"?

Above all, how do the satisfactiéns of readers>in the academic
community compare with those in the non-aéademic community? Does
educational attainment have any bearéng on the way a newspaﬁer reader .
perceives the function of a community paper? Does the subscriber
who reads more than one newspaper think differently from the oné
who reads only one paper? Such queétioqs as these were considered
in the planning stage of this study.

It has not been the intent of this study to catalog all the problems
the News-Press may have faced. However, it was the author's purpose
to cover a wide range of journalistic procedures. The ultimate value
of the study will be its applicability to future performance in such
a way that the readership of the paper as well as the publisheis will

benefit from its findings.
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About the News~Press

The Stillwater News and the Stillwater Daily Press merged on

November 9, 1941, to form the Stillwater News-Press, published Sunday

through Friday of each week. About 9,500 copies are circulated
each‘weekday and 10,000 copies each Sunday. (See Fig. 1.)

The News-Press changed from letterpress to offset in 1964,
increasing the number of photographs used and their reproduction
quality. Increased use of color in photos also resulted from this
'change. Considerably later, the number of columns was reduced from
eight to six on some pages. The paper uses flush-left headlines,
bold and light type-faces, italic type ir some stories and heads,
and occasionally a headline in color.
| James R. Bellatti,2 who became co-publisher and editor of
the News-Press in 1962, does no£ have any strict policy or guide-
lines on photographs, headline size or type-face. "It is an indivi-
dual thing," he éaid.

If a local photograph has a story to tell, such a photograph
usually is preferred to a non-local one. Bellatti recalled that
there had been "half a dozen or so" complaints about photographs
being frightening or headlines not being understood by readers
during the past eight years.

In August of 1962, Lee Bell became managing editor of the

Stillwater News-Press.

Managing Editor's Policies on Photogfaphs

3
Bell uses "anything that strengthens a story...that tells

a complete story." Types of photographs which he uses, among others,



are fires, accidents and features. He said he prefers three-column
photographs to two-column for their greater impact. Even full-page
photographs have been used in some dramatic and/or important

situations.

Policies on Headlines

The News-Press, as do other newspapers, uées headlines to "draw
attention" to the story, but most headiines depend on the story itself.

Multi~-column headlines, sometimes with kickers,* are used mostly,
according to Bell.

Bell uses featurized headiinés oécaéionally, with or without
kickers, for special effect. He also has used "attention-getting"
WOrds ("sex, Vietnam," etc.) to draw more attention to a story.

The News-Press strives to achieve an attractive page.with varia-

“tions in type sizes, tone‘and the use of white épace. Bell does this
by using a 14~ to 72-point type to make the page "reach out and tell a
story" and "make the front page look good."

Decisions on layout and headlings are made from day to déy.
However, stories which are expected to interest é majority of readers,
such as local stories and state news, have priority. Stories on
topics being currently discussed on radio and television receive

conspicuous treatment.

* A kicker is an overline placed directly above the main headline,
usually set flush left and often underscored with a rule.



Community News

As does Bellatti, Bell believes the News-Press is a community
newspaper whose major function is "to givé the people local news
and state news before international news."

However, the paper seeks to keep its readers informed on all
- subjects, as well as attempting to provide éntertainment through
features, comics and puzzles.

Bell tries not to neglect any story if it involves more than one
family. "If four or five persons call me about a story, that's an
indicatioh it concerns perhéps 20 or moie. We.encourage our readers

to call in and tell us about story possibilities."

Readers' Feedback

Bell said calls and letters from dissatiéfied readers are few.
Some have called to complain about é-photograph‘which was said to
be "gruesome," while others have called to say how good a photo-
graph was. Still others have called to protest about oddity (two-
headed calf, siamese twins, and similar quirks of nature). There
have been some complaints about headlines which were said to be
"ambiguous" or "poorly-worded." Bell said no one had complained

to him about type-faces.

Statements for Analysis

Based upon the two intér?iews, one might well ask, "Does this
mean the News-Press is performing well in every aspect, hence there

are few complaints?" Further examination of the matter is necessary.



Headline Analysis

To search more fully into the matter of reader attitudes toward

headlines in the Stillwater News-Press, the following statements

were formulated:

1.

In

News-Press readers generally will be highly critical of that
paper's headlines as to vagueness, inaccuracy, ambiguity,
grammatical efrors, bias and improper wording.

Sex: There will be significant difference.beﬁween male and
female respondents.

Education: There will be a significant difference between
respondents, who attained elem=ntary school education; high
school education and university education.

Occupation: There will be a significant difference between
rgspondents in the academic community and those in the non-
academic cormunity.

Subscription: There will be a significant difference among

respondents who subscribe to one, two, three or four news-

papers.

Age: There will be a significant difference between respondents

18-28 years, 29—39vyears and those 40 years and over.

his studies of headline comprehension, Robert T. Pittman 4

learned that the more experienced the newspapd reader, in general,

the more critical his attituﬁs toward the headlines in his newspaper.

He also found that there is a tendency for persons who have below-

average understanding to Me passive or indifferent about the headling

function.

Pittman concluded that sub-par (below average) readers probably



are more willing to have their news spoon-fed to them and are less apt
to complain about it.
In order to examine such commonly held beliefs, the statements

above were formulated.

Pictorial Analysis

Photographs are another source of complaint among readers.
Although it is said that photographs do not lie, they may mislead. Like
facts and quotations, they can be selected for a devious purpose .

In addition, photographs innocently selected to tell a story
sometimes unexpectedly horrify or disgust readers.

It may be difficult to criticize a newspaper's photographs if
a reader does not spend some time reading a particular newspaper.
Pittman4 found ;hat heavy readers--those who read at least three
copies of a paper per week and spend at least 30 minutes on it--under-
stood headlines better than readers whd spend less time.

Pittman's theory may be tested on reader reaction to photographs

in the Stillwater News-Press. Do readers who spend more time reading
the News-Press criticize the photographs more than those who spend
less time? To evaluate this view, the following statement was formulated:
Readers of the News-Press will generally be highly
critical of the photographs on the front page as
being gruesome, insufficient, non-local, low quality
and irrelevant to stories on the page.
For sub-statements to be evaluated the procedure on page 7 was
used.

Reuben Mehling's study6 on stories with photographs and those

without had interesting findings for newspaper publishers and editors.



He learned that when a message was presented in the form of a
newsphoto with-caption and in the form of a news headline and lead
paragraph, the stronger effects resulted from béing exposed to the
photo with caption than those that resulted from headline and para-
graph alone. .

Mehling's conclusions were used in establishingvcertain questions
for analysis in the present study.

.One may ask: Have News-Press decisions on headlines been widely
accepted by readers? If not, what aspects of these'headlines have
been rejected by readers and what kipd of readers.feel how?

To answer this Question, data will be analyzed to determine the
acceptability of the News—P:ess' hea&liﬂes in areas of .clarity,
grammatical error and bias. Questions‘designed to seek information

on the acceptability of type~faces and abbreviations also were included.

Limitations of the Study

The study was sub~divided into two major areas--Parts I and II.
Part I focuses upon the front page of the News-Press during the first
quarter of 1975. 1In this Section, the study was iimited to head-
lines, photographs, typography and grammatical érrors. Six copies
of the News-Press--two copies each from Janua;y, February and March--
were sampled for the study.

In addition, the copies were sampled in such a way that each
day of the publishing week was represented. The sampling technique
will be discussed in greater detail in Chapter III.

In pPart II, the study was based on the readers' experience and

recall of specific kinds of content published regularly in the



10

News-Press. This section attempted to measure quantitatively readers'
likes, dislikes and regularity of reading.

The findings of this study will be generalized only to the over-
all setting of the investigation, and not to newspapers in other

communities.
Sighificance of the Study

Sasser / in his study of type sizes and headlines learned that
significantly differént effects are obtained from manipulation of
writing style and headline type-size. Sasser's study suggests that
the specific goals of the newspaper producer should be considered
when decisions are made concerning style and design policies.

It is hoped tnat the findings of the present study will help
the News-Press publishers to manipulate different aspects of their
product--headlines, photographs and type sizes--to achieve a more
attractive page layout for the paper's readers. Thus, Sasser
said the épecific goals of the hewspaper producer should be considered
when decisions are being made concerning typographic style and design.

This study is undertaken with the reader in mind--to measure
the popularity or otherwise of the decisions made by the publishers
of the News-Press among the papér's consumers. What‘is good for the

gander may not always be good for the goose.
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"CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE
Introduction

There are numerous books and érticles on how to write headlines,
how to lay out a page, how to take good pictures and how to edit copy.‘
Indeed, several studies each year deal with news content and its impact
upon various types of readers. Many of these studies appear in trade
journals, often without an adequate research base, while a smaller
number may be -found in scholarly journals.

However, few studies have been done on the effects of newsroom
decisions on specific groups of readers. Little is known of how

readers react to a particular selection of page-one stories, or how

well wire photographs are accepted in comparison with local photos,
etc.

Editors who tend to believe they are giving readers what they
(the readers) want too often have not bothered to check their hunches
empirically.

Editors and publishers usually are left to their own intuition
. in planning the style and pattern of their paper, rather than relying
upon useful data as to readers' likes and dislikes. The result is
that what is "attractive" and "balanced" to one community may not be

"attractive" and "balanced" to another.

12
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Earlier News-Press Studies

Few formal studies have been conducted on the attitudes, habits

and preferences of Stillwater News-Press subscribers. However,

several studies have dealt with various aspects of the paper's
operations, though none to the extent attempted in this thesis.

Oneiof those including the News-Press, among other papers, was
carried out by Cooper.l He used an electrical picture-taking
machine, the DynaScope, to make an éxposure every 7.5 seconds while
43 test subjects read 1 of 9 issues averaging 18 pages each. Cooper's
examination of the DynaScope frames exposed in this study revealed
that male readers ranged from 4.7 minutes to 36.0 minutes in reading
time, while women ranged from 3.0 to 25.0. Average number of pages
on which at least one item was réad was 8.6 for men and 9.9 for women.

Other data reported by Cooper:

Ave. Reading Time Total Reading Time Total

In Minutes (12.4-11.1) In Minutes (334.4-176.8) Test Readers

M F M F M F
News Pages 8.6 7.1 205.4 113.8 24 16
Editorials 1.7 2.6 13.6 13.2 8 5
Sports 2.2 1.9 42.0 17.3 19 9
Exclusively :
Advertising .2 .6 , .2 3.2 1 5
Home~family .8 1.9 ‘ 1.5 3.7 2 2
Society 2.0 2.0 16.3 16.2 8 8

Comics 4.3 1.2 55.4 9.4 13 8
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The above data tend to indicate that both male and female readers

spent more time on the news pages of the News-Press than they did on

other kinds of content.

2
Cooper's study tends to support the findings of Heath et al.,
who conducted a city-wide survey of reader preferences for the Still-

water News-Press. Using an area sampling plan supplemented by the

Kish rotation procedure for selecting respondents, the researchers
found, among other things, that readers preferred local news far
above all other categories. The present study will examine further
what kinds of qéws pages are preferred by what kinds of readers and

what kinds of news items are preferred to other kinds.

byer's3 study touched upon the News-Press photography depart-

ment and its organization, but did not include the quantity and quality
of the photography. The present study will attempt to determine the
qﬁantity, quality and readers' likes and dislikes about the photographs
used by the News—Press.

. 4 ) ) .
Oliver studied Stillwater News-Press advertising policies,

its personnel setup, salaries and market data. The study briefly
went into the history of the paper without delving into those aspects

covered in the present study.

Other Related Studies

Schramm and White? in their study relating to age as a factor
of ieader—interest, found that a reader in his later years uses a news-
paper less and less for entertainment, and more and more for information
and serious viewpoints on public affairs. They also found that interest

in comics and sports declines with age and that reader-interest increases
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in the reading of public aféairs news and editorials.

Do these findings apply to community newspapers? This study will
examine the trend at the community level in respect to reader prefer-
ences.

6

In an expérimental study of the effect of headlines, Tannenbaum

found that it is more often the superficial reader who gets the

meaning of the story from the headline. He added that the headline is
a potent instrument in the formation of opinions from newspaper
reading.

The study concluded that the effect of headlines appears to be a
most profound cne, even within the confines of the laboratory
situation.

Whether readers of the News~Press feel that the paper has unduly
used headiines to influence them:will be examined, as this study will
address itself to both the accuracy of the front page headlines of
the News Press and its biases.

In a study pertaining to public attitudes regarding small city
daily newspaper service, Reichgut7 concluded that readers of such
newspapers expect and need more complete and balanced news coverage.

"They want to have the 'feel of their town,' Reichgut said, and
also to know what is happening acrosé the nation and their world.

Thé readers also want to know why events are happening and how it
will affect their lives."7

Another siudy8 involving subscribers' likes and dislikes in
relation to weekly newspapers in Iowa found that readers favored local
news, special-interest news and advertising. They also gave the

concept of objectivity their endorsement.
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What the readers did not like included editorial prejudice, in-
sufficient news, lack of aggressiveness in local coverage, too much
special-interest news,and advertising. Dislikes also included some
aspects of editing and production or distribution. It is clear that
readers in large numbersvmay both like and dislike a particular
aspect éf the newspaper.

In her study to determine reading speeds, Mary Ruth L. Kahl9
found that horizontal makeup might be faster to read than
vertical. Since the News-Press uses horizontal makeup, the study
will examine what readers feel about the appearance of their newspaper.

This review of literaturé has been puinosely brief. The reader
is reminded that many theses and dissertations have been produced at
other colleges and universities which in one way or another have
dealt with problems similar to ‘those studied in the present project.

However, as indicated earlier, few studies of the Stillwater News-Press

have been carried out, and that is the focus of the author.

Similarly, the reader would be encouraged to read related books

A A ———r .

and articles dealing with headlines, typography;ybhotojournalis%:;;H

reader attitudes and opinions. Such study of the literature consti-
tutes a rich and rewarding experience, and would be useful in planning

future research on the News-Press or any other publication.



FOOTNOTES

Herbert Eugene Cooper, "Newspaper Reading Patterns and Profiles
Measured by DynaScope Methodology" (Unpub. M.S. thesis, Oklahoma State’
University, 1964), pp. 85-170.

2H_arry E. Heath, Jr. et al., "A Reader Preference Study of the
Stillwater News-Press" (Unpub. Research Report, School of Journalism
~and Communications, Oklahoma State University, 1965).

37ames Ray Dyer, "Photographic Organization and Operation of
Oklahoma Daily Newspapers" (Unpub. M.S. thesis, Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, 1959), pp. 71-76.

4Gates Ernest Oliver, "A Market Analysis of Stillwater, Oklahoma"
(Unpub. M.S. thesis, Oklahoma State University, 1964), pp. 71-75.

SWilbur Schramm and David White, "Age, Education, Economic Status:
Factors in Newspaper Reading," News Research for Better Newspapers
/an American Newspaper Publishers' Assn. publication/ (New York,
April 1966), pp. 43-47.

6Percy H. Tannenbaum, "The Effect of Headlines on the Interpreta-
tion of News Stories, " Journalism Quarterly, Vol. 30 (Spring 1953),
pp. 189-197.

"Michael D. Reichgut, "Public Attitude Regarding Local Small City
Daily Newspaper," Journalism Abstracts /an Association for Education
in Journalism publicatiog7'Vol. 4 (1966), p. 130.

8Robert C. Johnson, "Subscriber Likes and Dislikes in Relation_to
Weekly Newspapers in Four Iowa Communities," Journalism Abstracts /an
Association for Education in Journalism publication7/” Vol. 2 (1964),
p. 95.

9Mary Ruth Luna Kahl, "A Study of Reading Speeds and Reader
Preferences Between Roman and San Serif Type," Journalism Abstracts
/an Association for Education in Journalism publicatioﬁ] Vol. 13
(1975), p. 91.

17



CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY, DESIGN AND ANALYSIS

The primary concerns of this thesis focused iupon reader atti-

tudes toward three Display Treatments in six Stillwater News-=Press

front pages, as well as with readingf two Types of Content.

Display Treatments comprised Headlines, Type-faces and Photographs

reduced and reproduced on sample pages (see Appendix C). Readers
were asked to mark their degrees of agreement with positive state-
ments about the clarity, accuracy, grammatical correctness, fairnéss
and understandability of various aspects of headlines.

Readers also expressed their views regarding headline style
(selection of type family) and bolaness of headline faces, as well
as on the quantity and quality of photographs. These attitudes were
quantified on five-point scales, running from most favorable (5 points)
to least favorable (1 point).

Reading-frequency data, considered by the writer to be an»index
of readership, were obtained on four kinds of News content and four
kinds of non-News contenf. News-content involVed the Sports page,
Family Living page, Church News pagé and "News in Brief" column.
Non-News involved comic strips, the Forum page, classified ads and
crossword puzzle. Respondents registered their reading frequencies
on five-point scales running from "Read Everyday" (5 points) to "Never

Read" (1 point).

18
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The attitude and reading-frequency scﬁres were broken down by
respondent characteristics, including Educatiﬁnél Level (elementary(
high school or college/vocational school), Job Classification
(Academic or non-Academic), Age (18—28, 29-39, or 40 years and over),
and Sex. Hereinafter, re#ders with college and/or vocational train-
ing will be referred to as Collegeétréined readers. Academic and
non-Academic employment categoriesvwere determined by whether a
readef worked for an academic.institutiqn.

The independent variables in this study, then, comprised Display
Treatments, Types of Content, Educational Level, Age, Job.Classifica-
tion and Sex, The latter four were assigned variables, which Qere
combined (nsofar as possible) and juxtaposed with the two experimental
variables: Display TreatmentS'and T&peé,of Content.

This multi-variable desigﬁ_permitted the author to determine
how different categories of readers we?e similar or different in
their attitudes toward the News-Press Qisplay Treatments and in their

readérship of the Types of Content.
Sampling Procedure

Questionnaires were sent to a sample of 600 News-Press subscribers
three days after those subscribers received an introductory letter
(see Appendix A). The sample was drawn from names of subscribers in

various News-Press circulation areas, as shown in Table I.
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TABLE I

SOURCE OF READERS SAMPLED BY NEWS-PRESS
TRADE AREA CIRCULATION

City or No. Papers Percentage of No. Readers
Town Circulated Total Sampled
Coyle 48 .57 3
Cushing 102 1.21 7
Glencoe 210 2.49 15
Morrison 120 1.43 8
Perkins - 481 5.71 » 34
Ripley 101 1.20 8
Stillwater 7,140 84.81 509
Yale 217 2.58 16

Totals 8,419* 100.00 600

*Papers circulated outside the trade area totaled 1,081.
Respondents were not sampled from this group.

A systematic, stratified and proportionate sampling plan was used.
That is, the proportion of the total sample from each circulation area
was drawn to match the proportion of the population of subscribers in
that area.

From a random starting point, names were drawn at equal intervals

from each list until that proportion of the sample had been completed.
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In an effort to incorporate at least some heterogeneity in

the Stillwater News-Press front pages, every publication day of

the week was included. Front pages of the first Sunday and third
Friday of January, 1975, were selected, in addition to the third
‘Monday and fourth Thursday of February ahd the first Tuesday and
last Wednésday of March, 1975. ‘These front pages were dated January
15 and 17, February 17 and 27 and March 4 and 26 (see Appendix C),
and were reproduced on 8% x 11 inch sheets which were mailed with

the questionnaires.

Design and Analysis

With the multi~factor design and interval scaling, the author
used variance tests as analysis tools. Two such tests were used.

In the first analysis, a three-factor mixed analysis of variance
with repeated measﬁres on one factor was em.ployed-l The data
came from scale responses of college-trained readers 40 years of
age or older and were categorized by Academic or non-Academic commun-
ity.

Basically, this Type III analysis of variance combines a
completely randomized factorial design with a treatments-by-subjects
design. With‘it the author was able to compare differences in the
overall attitudes and reading frequencies of different categories of
respondents, as well as the mean differences between the Display
Treatments and the two Types of Content. Further, the author could
determine any interactive effects which_respondents' characteristics
may have had on attitudes and stated réading frequencies.

In essence, this Type III analysis of variance compared the

differences between Sex and Job Classification with attitudes toward
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Display Treatments: Headlines, Type-faces and Photographs on the
News~-Press sample pages. Responses of males and females in each
Job Classification were repeated for reading-frequency scores.

These analyses of attitudes and reading frequencies were con-
ducted only on college-~trained readers 40 years of age and older.
Such respondents comprised the bulk of feaders who returned question-
naires. (See Chapter V for more detailed explanation of question-
naire returns.)

The second type of analysis involvéd high-school-trained readers
40 years of age or older who worked in the non-Academic community.
These respondeﬁts were categorized only on the Sex variable. One
analysis compared males' and females' attitudes toward Headlines,
Type-faces and Photographs. The other compared the sexes and reading
frequencies on News and non-News content.

Both analyses of older high-school-trained readers called for
a two-factor mixed analysis of variance with repeated measures on
one factorg a Type I design. This enabled the researcher to
compare differences between sexes on attitudes and reading f?equencies.
Repeated measures of males and females were taken on Headlines,
Type-~faces and Photographs in the first analysis and on News and

non-News in the second analysis.



FOOTNOTES

James L. Bruning and B. L. Kintz, "Three Factor Mixed Design:
Repeated Measures on One Factor," Computational Handbook

of Statistics (Illinois, 1968), pp. 61-73.

2
Ibid., pp. 267-273.
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CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

OF THE DATA

Data Collection

The retail circulation area of the Stillwater News-Press

covers eighﬁ Oklahoma cities and towns--six in Payne County and one
each in Logan and Noble counties.

Of the 600 questionnaires to subscribers in this area, 14
were not delivered because the addressees had moved and had left
no forwarding address. Of the remaining 586 questionnaires, 232
(40 percent) were completed and returned (Table II). However, as
will be explained in Chapter V, not all of thesg returns could be

used in this study.
Analysis

Analysis naturélly fell into two major categories dealing
with Part I and Part II of the questionnaire. The first part dealt
with respondents' mean agreement with statements about Headlines,
Photographs and Type-faces used on the six sample front pages of

the Stillwater News-Press.

In this thesis, the Headlines, Photographs and Type-faces
were considered as Display Treatments and were used as independent

variables. Since the agreement scores were scaled to statements

24
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about the Display Treatments, the dependent response was treated as

"attitude" toward those treatments.

Part II dealt mostly with reading frequencies of various types of

News—-Press content.

Responses to many items in Part II were not ana-

lyzed for various reasons, the most noteworthy being that scale-point

descriptions were faulty.

"Recommendations."

TABLE IT

QUESTIONNAIRE RETURNS ON THE
STILIWATER NEWS~PRESS

This will be discussed in Chapter V under

Job Sex of % Total Mailing % Breakdown by
Classification Respondent Returned Categories

M E I M F T M E

Academic 6l 30 91 10.4 5.1 15.5 44.0 32.3

non-Academic 78 63 141 13.3 10.8 24.1 56.0 67.7

Totals - 139 93 232 23.7 15.9 39.6 100.0 100.0

Seven usable items of the 15 in Part I dealt with Headlines:

1.

The headlines
understand.

The headlines
The headlinés
The headlines
The headlines

The headlines

in the copies I read are difficult to

gave me an accurate idea of what happened.

are vague.

had grammatical errors.

in the copies I read seemed biased

in the six copies were well worded.
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7. The abbreviations in the headlines in the copies I read
were difficult to understand.
Four usable items dealt with Photographs:

1. The front pages of the six copies I read needed more
photographs. . :

2. I would like to see more local photographs on each front
page in the future, even if such a photograph does not.
‘relate to any story on the front page.

3. The photographs in the copies were gruesome.

4. The quality of photographs in the six copies was good.

Two usable items of the 15 dealt with Type-faces:

1. The type faces on the six c0§ies were too black (bold);
they should be changed.

2. The type faces in the six copies I read are archaic (not
modern); other type faces are needed.

Each item was accompanied by a five—point scale, running from
Highly Agree (5 points) to Highly Disagree (1 point). Values on
negative items were reversed, so that Highly Agree brought a wvalue
of 1 and Highly Disagree brought a valug of 5. Items discarded in
the analysis. will be discussed later.

Respondents' scores were compare@ with respondents' attributes
where possible. Due to the low re5ponsé rate in many categories of
respondent attributes, only limited comQarisoné were possible. These
are explained in the following analyses of "Display Treatments" and

"Reading Freguencies" (readership).
Part I: Display Treatments

Attitudes toward Headlines, Photographs and Type—faces on the
six sample front pages could be comapred only with Sex and Job Classi-

fication. Age of respondents could not be compared due to little or
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no return from persons aged 18 through 28 and 29 through 39 years. The
low return from respondents with elementary and high school training
also made several comparisons of Educational Levels untenable.
Analysis, then, was restricted to Male and Female college- and
high school-trained readers 40 years old or more who held jobs in the

Academic and/or non-Academic communities.

College-Trained Readers' Attitudes

Mean agreement scores for college-trained readers are shown in

Table III:
TABLE III
MEAN AGREEMENT TO POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT
THREE CATEGODRIES OF DISPLAY TREATMENTS
IN THE STILLWATER NEWS~PRESS

Sex Job Display Treatments Mean

Classification Headlines Photos Type-faces Total

Academic 3.91 3.93 4.12 3.99
Male*

non~Academi.c 4.14 3.99 4,21 4,11

Academic 4.18 4.04 4,02 4,08
Female*

non-Academic 4.36 4.03 4.27 4,22
Mean Totals 4.15 4.00 4.16 4.10

*Male and female readers were 40 years of age or more with at
least some college training and holding jobs in the Academic and non-
Academic communities.
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A three-factor analysis of variahce with repeated measures
on one factor indicated that significant differences did not exist
between Males and Females, between Job Classifications and between
attitudes toward Display Treatments. |

The mean attitudestoward’Display Treatmenté by Females was
4,15, compared to 4.05 by Males (p< .01, df =.1). Further, tﬁe
attitudestoward Headlines and Type-faces were quite favorable with
a mean agreement of 4.15 and 4.16, respectively. The attitudes
toward these two Display Treatments did not differ significantly,
although each was more favorable than the attitude toward the quan-
tity and quality of Photographs. The latter achieved a mean agree-
ment of 4,00, which, in itself, was quiﬁe favorable.

The third overall significant difference was between Job
Classifications. Non-Academic respondents registered a more
positive attitude toward Headlinés; Phofographs_and Typevfaceé than
did respondehts employed in the Academic commuﬁity (p<.01, df=1).
Their mean agreement was 4.17, compa;ediwith 4.02 from the Academi-
cally empioyed. |

However, these errall "main effects" must be discussed in
the light of interactive effects. In other words, the differences
cited above tended to hinge on which Display Treatment was being
judged by which type of respondent. For e#ample, Table-IV shows’
interaction of Sex with Job Classifiéétion.

The more favorable attitude of Females iﬁ Table IV was due
mbstly to those working in the non-Academic community (4.22), while
the less favorable attitude of Males hinged on those in the Academic

community (3.99). The difference between the attitudes of men and



women in different Job Classifications, as shown in Table IV, would

occur by chance alone less than 1 time in 100.

TABLE IV

MEAN AGREEMENT WITH POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS~-PRESS DISPLAY TREATMENTS

Job Sex Mean
Classification *Male *Female Total
Academic 3.99 4.08 4.04
non-Academic 4.11 4.22 4.17
Mean Total 4.05 4.15 4.11

*Older Males and older Females employed in the Aca-
demic and non-Academic communities.
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As far as attitude toward any one of the three Display Treatments

was concerned, Sex or Job Classification made no difference. In other

words, the lower favorable evaluations of Photographs compared with

Headlines and Type-faces were registered "equally" by Males and

Females, and Academic as well as non-Academic community workers.

This lack of interaction between Display Treatments and Sex very

well could have been due to the uneven number of respondents by sex.

Ninety-five Males responded, compared with only 51 Females.

Such disparity tends to increase the error term and, thus, dimin-

ish the interaction variance left over after main effects are removed.
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Table V shows where significant interaction might have occurred
had the number of respondents been larger and/or more evenly distrib-

" uted between the sexes.

TABLE V

MEAN AGREEMENT WITH POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT
THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS DISPLAY TREATMENTS

Sex Display Treatments Mean

Headlines Photos Type-faces Total
Male* 4.03 3.96 4.17 4,05
Female* 4.27 4.04 4.15 4.15
Mean Total 4.15 4.00 4.16 4.10

*Males and Females were 40 years old or more and college-
trained.

The author suggests, from the study of Table V, that the more
favorable attitude of Females toward the three Display Treatments over-
all might have been due significantly to their tendency to place more
positive evaluation on headlines (4.27) than did the Males (4.03). The
mean attitudinal differences between Males and Females toward Photo-

graphs and Type-faces were miniscule, as shown in the above table.

ReadershiE

The second major analysis of attitudes toward Display Treatments

‘involved Males and Females 40 years old or more with at least some high



school training. In this analysis, respondents with Academic community
jobs were dropped due to insufficient number of respondents.

Results of this second major analysis are summarized in Table VI. .

TABLE VI

MEAN AGREEMENT WITH POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT
STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS DISPLAY TREATMENTS

Sex Display Treatments Mean

Headlipes Photos Type-faces Total
Male 3.93 3.58 4.17 3.89
Female i 4,03 3.95 4,24 4.07
Mean Total 3.98 3.77 4.21 3.98

A two-factor variance analysis with repeated measures on the three
Display Treatments factor showed no difference between the attitude of
Males and Females toward the Headlines, Photographs and Type-faces on

the six sample front pages of the Stillwater News-Press.

There was a significant difference in the overall attitude of
Males and Females combined toward the three Display Treatments (p<(.01,‘
df=2). Table VI indicaﬁes that Type-faces received the most favorable
mean evaluation (4.21), followed by Headlines (3.98) and Photographs
(3.77), respectively. These main effects stood on their own, so to
speak. That is, the attitudes of the older high school trained, non-

Academics toward Display Treatments were not related to Sex.



32

The author hastens to point out that these high school-trained
respondents tended to have a slightly less favorable overall attitude
toward the newspaper's Display Treatments than did college-trained
respondents. They registered mean agreements of 3.98, compared with

4.10 by the college-trained respondents.

~

Part IIA: News Content

ReadershiE

Part II of the guestionnaire dealt mostly with reading frequencies

of different kinds of News and non-News content in the Stillwater News-

Press. Responses to eight ‘usable items were analyzed as to relative
reading frequency. Again, respondents marked a five-point scale,
designating their reading frequency from Everyday (5 points) to Never
(1 point).

The four questions accompanying scales designed to deal with News
Content were:

1. Do you read the News-Press "Sports page"?

2. Do you read the News-~Press "Family Living" page?

3. Do you read the News-Press "Church News" page?

4. Do you read the News-Press "News in Brief"?

The four questions accompanying scales designed to determine read-
ing frequency of certain non-News content were:

1. Do you read the News-Press "Want Ads"?

2. Do you read the News-Press "Forum Page"?

3. Do you read the News-Press "Comic Strips"?

4. Do you work the crossword in the News-Press?

The variables in Part II were the same as in Part I, except News
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and non-News became the two treatment levels instead of the three Dis-

play Treatments analyzed in Part I.

Reading Frequency of College-Trained Respondents !

As in Part I, the first major analysis paradigm called for a
three-factor design involving college-trained readers 40 years old or
more. Sex was compared with Job Classification on News and non-News
reading. In this "mixed" analysis-of-variance design, readership meas-
ures were repeated on the News and non-News levels of the Readership
factor.

Overall mean Readership scores of college-trained readers are

shown in the eight-fold paradigm of Table VII.

TABLE VII

MEAN READING FREQUENCY OF COLLEGE~TRAINED READERS*
EMPLOYED IN THE ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC

COMMUNITIES

Sex Job Type of Content Mean

Classification News non-News Total

Academic 3.70 2.79 © 3.25
Male .

non-Academic 3.94 2.94 3.44

Academic ‘ 3.75 2.52 3.14
Female

non-Academic 4.09 2.90 3.50
Mean Total 3.87 2.79 3.33

*All college-trained readers were 40 years old or more.
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Readership of News (3.87) held a strong edge over non-News (2.79).
The 1.08 mean difference would occur by chance less than 1 time in
1,000. Table VII shows that non-News consistently commanded a lesser
reading frequency than News. Non-News reading was placed between the
"Rarely" and "Sometimes" points on the five-point scale, while News
bordered on the "Frequently" point.

These “main‘effects" neéd some qualification. The commanding
readership of News content over non-News was enhanced even further when

Sex was taken into account, as shown in Table VIII.

TABLE VIII

MEAN READING FREQUENCY OF STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS NEWS
AND NON-NEWS CONTENT BY COLLEGE-TRAINED READERS *

Sex Type of Content Mean

News non-News Total
Male 3.82 2.87 3.35
Female 3.92 2.71 3.32
Mean Total 3.87 2.79 3.34

*Male and Female college-trained readers were 40
years old or more.

The reader can see that the lower readership of non-News content
was -further depressed by lower attention of Females (2.71). At the

same time, Females tended to raise the readership of News content, with
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their 3.92 mean frequency, compared with 3.82 by the Males. The dif-
ference between Males' and Females' reading frequency of News and non-
News content was significant at the .05 level of confidence.

Another difference occurred among the college-trained readers.
Drawing further upon data which may be extracted from Table VII, the
author found that non-Academic readers tended to read both the News and
non-News content more frequently than those employed in the Academic

community (3.47 vs. 3.19, p < .01, af=1).

Reading Frequencies of High School-Trained Readers

The second major analysis of reading frequencies was limited to
the older high school-trained readers holding jobs in the non-Academic
community--the same group of 19 males and 25 females whose attitudes
toward Display Treatments were reported earlier.

The two-factor variance analysis results are reported in Table IX.

TABLE IX

MEAN READING FREQUENCY OF NEWS AND NON-NEWS CONTENT IN
THE STILIWATER NEWS-PRESS BY HIGH SCHOOL-TRAINED
MALES AND FEMALES 40 YEARS OLD OR MORE WHO
WORK IN THE NON-ACADEMIC COMMUNITY

Sex Type of Content Mean

News non-News Total
Male 3.83 3.21 3.52
Female 3.97 3.27 3.62

Mean Total 3.90 3.24 3.57
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The 6hly significant correlate with reading frequency was the type
,-of content. The gréater mean reading frequency of News content (3.90)
compared with non-News content (3.24) would occur by chance less than

1 time in 100.

The readership edge noted by News content held for both Male and
Female high school-trained readers. That is, there was no significant
difference. between the oldef high school-trained men and women, nor did
the sexes differ in frequency with which they read News and non-News.

Noteworthy in the readership analyses is that college-trained
readers seemed to read non-News content substantially less than the
high schoolftrained. College-trained readers registered a mean reading
frequency of 2.79, which fell between the "Rarely" and "Sometimes"
scale points. High school-trained readers, however, showed a 3.24
reading frequency of non-News content. This fell between the "Some-

times” and "Frequently" scale points.
Part IIB: Reader Attitudes and Opinions

Besides being asked specific questions on the News and non-News
content of the News-Press, respondents were asked open-ended questions
on content in general. These open-ended questions were designed to
evaluate the newspaper's editorial content based on respondents'

recall.

Fairness and Unprejudicial News Coverage

Readers in this study were asked, "Do you believe the News-Press
furnishes fair and unprejudiced news about:

"Politicians and politics?
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"International affai;s?

"Business and businessmen?

"Minority problems?

"ILocal people and civic clubs?"

Percentage scores were used to determine if the respondents' atti~
tudes weréﬁpositive or negative to the treatment. High percentage
scores on a positive question meént that the respondents agreed with
the question asked, while low percentage séore meant the opposite.

Data relevant to the first treatment are summarized in Table X.

TABLE X

NEWS-PRESS EDITORIAL CONTENT: FAIR OR PREJUDICED?

Treatments No. of Responses Percentage

Respondents Yes No Yes No
Politicians and politics 201 137 64 " 68 32
Business and businessmen 200 163 37 “ 82 18
International affairs 204 192 12 94 T 6
Minority problems 195 168 27 - 86 14
Local péopie and civic clubs 217 184 33 85 15

dered

From the responses, one can infer that the News-Press was not consi
prejudiced or unfair to any of the groups under study. The high per-

centage scores on all positive sides of the question tend to indicate
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that every aspect of the community was covered fairly.

Good Taste and Sense of Propriety

Another question sought information on the following ethical

concept:

In terms of content, do you believe the News-Press is a good

family newspaper, that is, do you feel the paper maintains a

sense of propriety and good taste?

A very high percentage of the respondents (224 of the 232 respon-
dents on this item or 97%) indicated that the News-Press is a good fam-
ily newspaper. In other words, the paper maintains a sense of
propriety and good taste. A summary of comments made by the three per-

cent who did not feel the paper is a good family newspaper is included

in Appendix D.

Handling of Unfavorable News

Readers also were asked:
"In general, do you believe the News-Press plays down news that is

unfavorable to:

"Business and industry?

"Friends of the publishers?

"City officials?’

"Big advertisers?

"University officials?"

Data relevant to this treatment are summarized in Table XII.

Because of the wording, results on this question were considered
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favorable if a negative answer was given. With reference to most
groups, the paper's image seems to be about as good as might be
expecﬁéa, given the inclination of readers to feel that editors and
publishers sometimes protect vested interests. However, the data with
reference to "Friends of fhe publishers" is a matter for concern, as
reader attitudes on this point are somewhat skewed in terms of what
might have been expected, given the data fegarding other special-
interest groups. The management of the News-Press might well give spe-

cial attention to this finding.

TABLE XTI

NEWS—-PRESS EDITORIAL CONTENT: IS SOME
UNFAVORABLE NEWS PLAYED DOWN?

Treatments No. of Responses Relative %
Respondents Yes No Yes No -
Business and industry 155 37 118 24 76
Friends‘of the publishers 144 63 81 44 56
Big advertisers 128 34 94 27 73
City officials 174 48 126 28 72
University officials 165 44 121 27 73

Front Page News Summary

Readers were asked if they would like a summary of "Inside
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Headlines" given special typographic treatment on the front page of the
News-Press. ~>

Whether readers -fully understood the question is not known, but
there was no outstanding preference on this matter. Of 225 respondents
providing data, 122 (54%) favored a page-one summary while 103 (46%)
did not. Newspapers with attractive summaries often find this a high
readership item. The findings in this study may have been influenced
by the factythat the News-Press does not carry such a summary at this
time and readers therefore had no basis upon which to report in a
"would like" context.

In addition, respondents were asked to name the days of the week
such an index might be needed. There was considerable diversity as to
what day(s) of the week such an index would be most appropriate. Some
responses obviously made little sense, e.g., "Monday only." Because
the Monday edition is small, it is less likely that a summary on that
day would be as vital as upon such days as Wednesday and Sunday.

Most respondents, 54, indicated they would like a front-page sum-
mary every day; 35 said they would like such a service on Sunday only;
8 showed a preference for Wednesday and Sunday. All other responses
totalled 19, and most of these were unrealistic and would not be given

serious consideration by an editor or publisher.

Why People Subscribe to the News-Press

Although respondents were asked to "Check one" item only on Ques-
tion No. 23, some of them obviously wanted the researcher to know that
they subscribe to the newspaper for more than one reason. This trend

was illustrated in the fact that a large percentage of respondents
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checked more than one reason for subscribing. The data are summarized

in Table XII.

TABLE XII

WHY PEOPLE SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS-PRESS

Treatments . Response
by Items Percentage
(N = 242)

For general news including
state and national 155 64

To keep well informed about
community affairs 56 23

To shop for ads/find jobs 210 87

For entertainment features, such
as puzzles, comics, sports, etc. 214 88

It will be noted that the greatest number said they subscribe to
the News-Press for entertainment features and for ads and job informa-
tion. Community affairs (23%) trails other types of content.

However, in Question No. 17, an open-ended item which is reported
in Appendix D, the most frequently mentioned "like most" response (129

or 62.6%) was "local news."

Front Page Composition

Most respondents (85%) indicated they were satisfied with the
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kinds of stories on the front page of the Stillwater News-Press. They

did not suggest that any items be moved from the front page to inside
pages.’ However; 33 of the 225 persons responding on this item (15%)
indicated they would like some stories to be moved from the front page.

Comments of these respondents may be seen in Appendix D.

Inside Page Items

As in the previous question, most respondents did not feel that
any particular ‘items on the inside pages should be moved to the front
page. Of the 223 respondents on this item, 198 (89%) did not feel that
such shifting of content was needed.

Eleven percent of the respondents felt that some items on the in-
side pages of the News-Press might well have been moved and printed on
‘the front page. The items which this group recommended appear at the

end of the study (Appendix D).



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary

This mail survey of Stillwater, Oklahoma, News-Press readers

sought primarily to determine three things:

1. The attitude of readers toward three Display Treatments in the
News-Press: Headlines, Photographs and Type-faces contained
in six sample front pages provided a sample of 600 readers.

2. The reading frequency of four kinds of News and four kinds of
non-News content carried by the News-Press. These reading

frequencies were deemed indices of readership.

3. Readers' attitudes toward News-Press editorial content in gen-
eral, based upon their recall.

Data were gathered by a two-part questionnaire. The first part
dealt with attitudes toward the Display Treatments. The second part
sought data on reading frequency of News and non-News content. Both

wthe attitude and readership indices were based on five-point scales.
The higher scale values designated more favorable attitudes or higher
reading frequency. A portion of Part II was designed so readers could
evaluate the News-Press editorial content as a whole, based on recall.
The higher percentage scores were interpreted to mean that readers had
a positive attitude while the lower percentage scores were interpreted

as negative attitude.

43
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Reader Attributes

Several reader characteristics were recorded to determine
attitudes and readership by différent types of respondents. Séx,
Age, Education and Job Classification were the four attribute
variables Considered to be correlatés of.Display Treatments ahd
Types of Content. |

Besides the obvious two 1e§els of Sex, the other three attri-
bute variables comprised the ieveis shown below:

Age: 18 through 28, 29 through,3§, and 40 and over.

Education: Elementary, High School and College.
Job Classification: Academic and non-Academic.

The author's original intention wés to compare all combinations
to attributé variables with mean»attituées toward the three Display
‘Treatments, as well as with‘the two Types of Content. As pointed
out in the next section, this was ﬁot possible, aue to low and

uneven returns from readers with certain combinations of attributes.

Analyses of Questionnaire Returns

Of the 600 questionnaires mailed, 232 were returned. For
major analyses, 198 of the 232 returns were usable. Because 198
of ‘the 232 respondents were 40 years old or more, any comparison
of age groups was untenable. Further, 154 respondents had at least
some college training, rendering comparisan of Educational Levels
unrealistic.

Required assumptions underlying the appropriate analysis of
variance designs for the data permitted the author to conduct the

following analyses:
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1. A three-factor analysis of variance of college-trained
Males and Females 40 years of age or more who worked in
either the Academic or non-Academic community. This
analysis was conducted on attitudes toward Stillwater
News-Press Display Treatments (Headlines, Photographs
and Type-faces) and on reading frequencies of Types of
Content (News and non-News). The above analyses involved
154 of the 232 respondents: 99 Males and 55 Females.

2. A two-factor variance analysis of High-School-trained
Males and Females 40 years of age or more who worked in
the non-Academic community. This analysis was conducted
on the attitudes toward Display Treatments and reading
frequencies of Content Types, as in the case of College-
trained readers. The above analysis involved 19 men and
25 women.

Findings

Among the older, College~trained réaders, all three Display
Treatments were viewed favorably, with an over-all mean attitude
of 4.10 out of a possible 5.00, as shown in Table III. Headlines
and Type-faces, however, were seen qore faQorably than Photographs,
having mean attitude scores of 4.15 and 4.16, respectively, com-
pared with 4.00 fér Photographs.

Female, College—t;ained readers tended to value the Display
Treatments more highly than Males (4.15 vs. 4.05), especially if
they worked in the non~Academic community (4.22), as shown in Table
IV. The less favorable attitudes of College~-trained Males was
stronger among those who wﬁxked ih the Academic community.

When one considers the attitudes tqwérd the three Display
Treatments combined, readers employed in the non-Academic community
were more favorable (4.15) than those employed in the Academic

community (4.04).

The attitudes toward the individual Display Treatments were
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not siénificantly related to Sex on Job Classification. However,
Table V does indicate that Females tended to be more favoraﬁle
toward Headlines (4.27) than were Males_(4.03).

Among the 40-and-over High-School-trained readers, Type-faces
- were viewed most favorably (4.21), followed by Headlines (3.98) and
Photographs (3.77), as shown in Table VI. Males and Femalés did not
differ in their attitudes, over-all, or their views of any Display
Treatment.

These 44 High~School-trained readegs--all'of whom worked
in the non-Academic community—-vieweé fhe News-Préss Headlines, the
Type-faces and Photographs less favopably than did the 154 College-
trained readers (3.98 vs 4.10);

The analysis of reading frequenéieé éhowed that older, College-
trained respondents read the News content more frequently (3.87) than
non-News (2.79), as was noted in Table VII.

In Table VIII the lesser reading frequency of non-News may be
attributed mostly to Females. Also, College—trained readers working
in the non-Academic community read.both types of content more
frequentlf than did those readers empioyed in the Academic community.
This finding is contrary to the generally accepted views of many
practicing journalists, and to some earlier research data.

High-School-trained readers also read News content more fre-
quently (3.90) than non-News (3.24), as shown in Table IX. The
edge held by News over non-News content stood up for Males and
Females. That is, reading of News or non-News was not related to

Sex.
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Though College- and High School-Trained readers could not be com-
‘
pared statistically because of the uneven number of returns, the
College-trained readers tended to read non-News content less (2.79)

than did High School-trained readers (3.24).
Conclusions

None of the findings in this study, of course, can be generalized

to the entire Stillwater News-Press reader population. Unfortunately,

the study cannot address itself to readers under 40 years of age or
readers who did not attend high school. Even the findings involving
older, High School-trained readers are in serious question since they
were based on only 19 Male and 25 Female readers. More confidence in
findings involving older, College-trained readers may be in order,
since they were based on 96 Males and 58 Females.

Still, the author invites the reader to question any data in any
mail survey in which only 25 percent of the sample responded, as in
this case. 1In addition to the above reservations about reliability,
the author discusses at length several points on validity in the fol-
lowing section. Since this ensuing discussion is considered one of the
most valuable contributions of this study, the author urges every
reader, especially those interested in research methodology and design,
to read the "Recommendations" section carefully.

To the extent that this study's findings are reliable and valid,

the author concludes the following:
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Older, Cdllege—trained and High-School-trained readers seem to
hold a favorable attitude toward Headlines, Type-faces and Photo-

graphs in the Stillwater News-Press. This appears especially true

of College-trained Females and readers of both sexes who work
outside the Academic community. |

High-School-trained readers tended to hold a less favorable
attitude toward Display Treatments, though still substantially
positive. The only room for.any pqssible noteworthy -improvement
might be in the quantity and quality pf Photographs.

Regarding frequency of reading, tﬁe News-Press fared better
on News thaﬁ non-News. News (Sports, Fd@ily Living, Church and
News in Brief) was read more frequently than non—Newsv(comic stfips,
want ads, Forum Page and crossword pﬁzzle) by all types of readers

whose fesponses were analyzed. The older, College-trained Females
tended to accentuate this finding;

The author's recommendation would be to cohduct further study,
with the goal in mind to find ways to improve theée types of non-
News for all older readers, especially those with at least some
college training.

In comparing reading frequencies of News and‘non—News, only
the kinds of subject matter mentioned in the questionnaire énd
cited above can be considered. Speculation beyond these specific types
of content would be dangerous indeed.

Readers' attitudes toward News-Press editorial content seem
to be highly favorable. Judging from the number of respondents

who rated the questions positively, most of the readers seemed to
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be satisfied with the paper's contents generally.

Recommendations

There aré varying degrees of unsurmountable problems in.aﬁy
mail survey. The present study was no exception.

The low 25 percent return on questionnaires mailed left the
represehtativeness of response to thig study open to serious question.
Compounding this was the lopsidedness of respondent characteristics.
Consequently, the author and'readefs of this thesis must add the‘
following statement to any summary staﬁement made herein: "To
the extent that these groups were represehtative of the population

of such respondents among Stillwater News-Press readers,..."

In retrospect, the author’might have improved the percentage
and/or representativeness of the return in at least three ways.
One would have been to draw severél random samples of approximately
250 from the original sample of 600. This "double-sampling" procedure
enhances the chances of combleting one of the smaller random samples
by matching cases in those samples with those returns which do come in.
Secondly, if possible, any mail surveyor could increase his
or her return by gaining as many prior commitments as possible
. from persons to be sampled. This can be done by telepﬁone.
Thirdly, followup waves of questionnaires often increase
returns. The author did not follow up on non;réspondents. The

major reason was the cost of postage, prihting and materials.

Item Construction Drawbacks

Equally serious drawbacks of this study--those which should
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be téken very seriously by readers interested in mail survey
procedures;-involved size of questionnaire and item construction.
In retrospect, the author beliéves his low ?eturn was related
to the 1ength~pf the six-pagebquestionnaire. Further, the author
chose not to analyze some of the items, aé information available
in these unanalyzed items already héa been gained througﬁ anélyses
of other items. For example, two items in Part I called for a
degree of aéreement to statements about photographs:
1. 1In the'absence of local photographs, I would prefér a
wire service photograph on the front page instead of a
page without photographs.

Highly agree . : Highly disagree -
5 4 3 2 1

2. I do not like photographs which do not relate to any
story. Only photographs which relate to stories should by used.
Highly agree _ Highly disagree
5 4 3 2 1

Both items fail to meet the requirements of a Likert-=type -
summated scale. 1In the first item, the respondent would have to

know if the Stillwater News-Press runs "too many front pages without

photos" before he could respond févorably or unfavorably.

Similarly, in Item 2, he would have to know a great deal about
the ratio of’story-linked to'nqn-story photographs used in the -
News-Press. In short, neither of the items is definitely favo;able
or unfavorable to the newspaper's front-page photo treatment--a
requirement which must be met iﬁ a summated scalé if the scale is
to yield useful data. Both items were discarded in analysis of
responses. |

Since readers were asked to respond to only six 8-1/2 x 1l inch



51

reproductions of the Stillwater News-Press front pages, several

other items in Part I posed serious questions regarding acceptable
survey technique, thus making doubtful the use of considerable
data gathered.

The questionable Part I items, all accompanied by five-point
agreement scales, were:

1. The headlines gave me an accurate idea of what happened.

2. The headlines in thé copies I read seemed biased.

3. The type faces on the six copies I read are too black

(bold); they should be changed

4. The type faces in the six copies I read are archalc (not

modern); other type faces are needéd.

5. The photographs in the copies were gruesome.

6. The quality of photographs in the six copies was good.

The items about accuracy and bias pf headlines could have drawn
valid respoﬁSe only if respondents had read every story under every
headline. In the reduced reproductions, it is doubtful that this
happened. Readers may have responded from their over-all impressions
of headline accuracy and bias in past issues they had read)vrather’
than the research instrument at hand. This risk would have been
greatly reduced by personal interviews and full-size pages.

The relatively uniform density.of blackness on the reduced and
reproduced front pages posed a question of response validity about
the boldness of type-faces and the quality of photographs for obvious
reasons. Again, readers may have responded to past issues rather
than the research stimuli.

Further, a lay reader's knowledge about modernity of type-faces
leaves the validity of Item 4‘in question.' Finally, Item 5, concerning
the gruesomeness of photographs, has 11tt1e foundatlon, as none of

the photographs on the six front pages involved subject matter

generally considered to be gruesome by editors, social critics and
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"average" readers.

Other shortcomings in the research inst:ument could be cited,
pointing up the absolute necessity for sufficient pre-testing
procedures and for consultation with experts on questionnaire
construction prior to putting the survey tool to work.

The author in no way iS‘reluctént to point out the study pit-
falls outlined above. In fact, he hastens to recommend strongly
that the pitfalls be studied4carefui1y by those who may be involved
in future mail surveys.

This study may be beneficial to the publishers of fﬁe Stillwater
News—Press by enabling them to reflect ﬁpon certain strengths and
weaknesses. It may help them to know who reads what whenever the
pages are being planned. As a commﬁnity newspaper, this study méy
be valﬁable to them by enabling them to spell out confidently their
policy on news and non-news content. |

Above all, the suggestions made by respondents may be beneficial
to News-Press executives by enabling them to detérmine what display items
are popular among what groups of readers.

Some questions which might wéll be considered by future researchers:

1. What were the characteristics of non-respondents in the
present study? The researcher was especially interested in knowing
‘more about the number of 18-39 year olds among the non-réspondents.
A pertinent question is this: What mail survey techniqﬁes,might
insure a more widespread response from this group?

2. What techniques might be more useful in studying headline
accuracy and/or bigs? Perhaps it would be desirable to have readers

respond to headlines from several papers on a single story, with
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careful consideration given to the legibility and reading'ease-of
the test story.

.3; What methods, experimental or ex post facto, have been used
successfully in the study of photographs and their acceptability,
and how may these be applied to studies such'és'that of the gﬁﬂi:
Press? The researcher suggests considerably more preparation on

this point before subsequent research is undertaken.
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OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY - STILLWATER

Bureau of Media Research and Services
School of Journalism and Broadcasting

Stillwater, Okla., 74074
Dear News-Press Reader:

I am conducting an independent study among the readers of the
Stillwater News-Press. The purpose of the study is to find out what
readers think of the front page of that newspaper, as well as the
over-all newspaper. Be assured that this is NOT a promotional campaign
for that newspaper.

While the News-Press is NOT conducting this survey, its publishers
are very interested in the readers! opinions and suggestions.

Within a couple of days, you will be receiving a questionnaire.
Your answers will enable me to learn your likes and dislikes about the
way headlines are written on the front pages. It will also enable
me to know how you feel about photographs and type-face as well as
general contents.

Through your response, it will be possible for me to learn what
items could be moved from the front page to inside pages; what items
could be left on the front page and what items on the inside pages
could be brought to the front page.

Your name appeared in a scientifically drawn sample and you re-
present more than 100 other readers in the Stillwater and nearby
communities. So, your carefully considered answers are very important
to the accuracy of this research study.

It will take you but a short time--five minutes or less-- to
answer the simple questions and return the completed questionnaire in
the postage-paid envelope and return it on or before July 26, 1975,

All answers will be held in strict confidence and will be used
only for this research study slong with the answers of others.

I will appreciate your returning the survey within the date
specified above to help speed the study.

IMPORTANT: Six copies of the front pages of the News-Press dated
Jan. 5 and 17; Feb. 17 & 27 and Mar. 4 and 26, have been
reduced in size, and enclosed. When they-arrive along
with the gquestionnaire, please read the headlines, study
the photographs and general contents on each of the six
pages closely. Part I questions will be based on those
pages.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

A-Z Wa ra{

A. Z. Ward,
‘Research Associate,
Bureau of Media Research & Services.
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OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY : STILLWATER

Bureau of Media Research and Services
School of Journalism and Broadcasting
Stillwater, Okla. 74074

Dear News-Press Reader!

You probably have received my introductory letter by now. As a
regular reader of the Stillwater News-Press, there are certdin thlngs
you like or dislike about that newspaper.

The statements on the accompanying pages depict the strong or
weak points of the Stillwater News-Press. However, these are, by far,
not complete.

At the end of Part I of the questionnaire, please answer all the
questions on the spaces provided. Also, you may write in your opinions
on any aspect of the News-Press you feel will help to improve that
newspaper to your liking.

Remember that each of the pages of the xerox copies represent a

. page from the News-Press. Each color represents two copies per month,
thus there are three xerox copies representing three months--each
page is a different date.

Please Do not sign your name at the end of the questionnaire.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

A=Z Ward

. Ward, Research Associate,
Bureau of Media Research & Services.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Please help me keep from bothering you with re-
minders. Mail back completed questionnaire on or before July 26, 1975.
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QUESTIONNAIRE--PART I

Instructions on how to complete the scale in Part I of
the questionnaire: (Use this scale along with the three xerox
coples enclosed. Part II does not need these copiles.

Please read the headlines, study the photographs, study
the type-face as well as the general contents of each of the
six front pages on the three xerox copies enclosed. You need
not read the main stories. Then rate the following statements
on the scale to reflect your feelings as much as possible.
This questionnaire should be completed by the adult reader of
the house.

If you highly agree with the statements, then place
your check mark (X) as follows: 5--for Highly agree; U4 for agree;
3-=for undecided or neutral; 2--for disagree and 1 for highly
disagree.

The headlines in the copiles I read were difficult to understand.

X
Highly agree -=- =—-= <—== =—= --- Highly disagree
ghly ag 5 M 3 5 1 ghly g
If you feel the headlines are well-understood, and none was

difficult to understand, then place your check mark as follows:

X
Highly agree 3 i 3 5 -1 Highly disagree
If the statement is slightly related to one side of the scale
or the other--you understand less of the headlines and not all,
then you should check "4." On the other hand, if you understand
more headlines, but not all, then you should check %

A check mark of "3" on the scale, means you are undecided, hence
you choose to be neutral. On the whole, please use the same
approach to respond to each item, making sure that your res-
ponses represent as much as possible your true feelings.

AL ¢ The headlines 1n the coples I read are difficult to
understand.

Highly agree i s oy AP | Highly disagree

25 The headlines gave me an accurate idea of what happened.
Highly agree -—g-= =$= -—=— == —=-
gnLly ag 5 f . > 1 Highly disagree
3 The headlines are vague
Highly agree -=- === ——- «—= ——- Highly disagree
gnly ag E m 3 > 1 gnly g
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10.

1l1.

12,

13.

14,

15.

Part I (cont'd)

The type-faées on the six copies are too black (bold),
they should be changed.

Highly agree === =-== === -=- =-= Highly disagree
ghly ag 5 M 3 > 1 ghly g

The front pages of the six coplies I read needed more
photographs.

———  mme me— === === Highly disagree
Highly agree 5 m 3 5 1 gnly g

The headlines had grammatical errors.

Highly agree —-—== =—= === =—= —=- Highly disagree
gnly ag 5 m 3 5 1 gnly g

I would like to see more local photographs on each front
page in the future, even if such a photograph does not
relate to any story on the front page.

Highly agree el o il TR Highly disagree

The headlines in the copies I read seemed biased

Highly agree -g- =i -§— S Highly disagree

The headlines in the six copies were well-worded

Highly agree -=—= === —== «—= --- Highly disagree
g 5 m 3 5 1 g g
In the absence of local photographs, I would prefer a
wire service photograph on the front page instead of

a page without photographs.

Highly agree --= —=- -—- ——- ——- Highly disagree
8 4 3 2 1

The type-faces in the six copies I read are archaic(not

modern), other type-faces are needed.

Highly agree === =-= -—=- ——- ——- Highly disagree

B o oAl A R AR
The abbreviations in headlines in the coples I read were
difficult to understand.

Highly agree === === === === «-- Highly disagree
= b 3 2 1

The photographs in the coples were gruesome.

Highly agree --- =—-= -=- =—-= —--- Highly disagree
b b 3 2 gl

The quality of photographs in the six copies was good.

Highly agree --=- -=- =—= —=- ——-- Highly disagree
5 b 3 2 1

I do not l1like photographs which do not relate to any story.
Only photgraphs which relate to stories should be used,

Highly agree B o R N

5 i Highly disagree
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QUESTIONNAIRE --PART II

Please answer these questions as fully as you can in the spaces
provided. You will not need the three xerox copies in this section.

1. From your experience as a reader of the Stillwater
News-Press, would you say the amount of local news printed by
the newspaper is: Please check One)

Much too little ¢too little about right too great much too'great
1 2 3 4 5

2. Please rate the News-Press on the following with regard
to its performance in your opinion.

Very poor Below Average Average Outstaﬂding Better than average
o 2 3 5

3. Does the News-Press radio and tv schedule give you:

Much too little information too little information about right amount
i ] 2 of information
5

too much information far too much information

5

4, Do you read the News-Press "Want Ads"?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frequently Everyday
1 2 3 4 5

5. Do you read the News-Press "Sports Page"?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frequently Everyday
1 2 ] b 5

6. Do you read the News-Press "Family Living" page?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frquently Everyday
3 2 5 5

7. Do you read the News-Press "Forum Page"?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frquently Everyday
1 2 3 5



65 65
PART II (CONT'D)

8. Do you read the News-Press "Church News" page?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frquently Everyday
1 2 3

9. Do you read the News-Press "Comic Strips"?

Never Rarely Sometimes FreQﬁently Everyday
11 2 3

10. Do yau read the News-Press "News-In-Brief"?

Never Rarely Sometimes Frequently Everyday
g 2 3

11. Do you work the cross-word in the News-Press

Never Rarely Sometimes Frquently Everyday
b 2 3 5

12, Considering the inflationary spiral and the charges
for other goods and services which you purchase, do you feel that
the dailly price of the Stillwater News-Press is

Much too low too low about right too high much too high

1 2 3 b 5
13. Would you describe the News-Press delivery service as
Poor Fair No opinion Good Excellent
1 2 3 4 5

14, Please rate the quality of local photographs (only)
used in the News-Press on the scale

Pooy - - ‘Fair " No Oplmion Good Excellent
k 2 3 4 5
15. How often do you read the News-Press? (Check one)
Everyday
About three times a we

Less than three times
a week.

16. How much time, on the average do you spend reading the
News-Press ?

15 to 30 minutes 30 to 45 minutes - 45 to 60 minute

60 minutes or more



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
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PART II (CONT'D)

What do you like most about the Stillwater News-Press?

What do you dislike most about the Stillwater News-Press?

Do you believe the News-Press furnishes falr and unprejudiced
news about

Yes No I don™t
Politicians and politics

Business and businessmen

International affairs

Minority problems

Local people and civic clubs

In terms of content, do you think the News-Press is a good
family newspaper, that is, do you feel the paper maintains a
sense of propriety and good taste?

Yes

e

No

If no, why do you feel this way?

In general, do you believe the News-Press plays down news that
is unfavorable to

Yes No I don't know
Business and Industry
Friends of the publishers
Big advertisers
City officlals
University officials

Would you like a summary of "Inside Headlines" in a box on the
front page of the News-Press?

Yes No

s

If yes, what day(s) of the week?

(Mon); (Tue); (Wed); (Thur); (Fr); (Sun)
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PART II (CONT'D)

23. Why do you subscribe to the Stillwater News-Press(Check one)

For general news including state and natlonal

To keep well-informed about community affairs

To shop for ads/find jobs

For entertainment features, such as puzzles, comics,
sports, etc.

24, Would you like any or some items to be moved from the front page
of the News-Press to the inside pages?

__Yes
__No

If yes, what item(s) on the front page would you like moved
to the inside pages?

25. Would you like any items on the inside pages to be moved and
printed on the front page?
__ Yes
__No

If yes, what items would you like moved from the inside pages to
to the front page?

Do you have any other comments about the News-Press?

Your present age (Please check one)

(18-28) (29-39) (40 and over) Sex
Education(Please check one and specify)
Elementary school--years completed
High school--years completed
College/university/vocational--years completed

Your occupation or profession

Association if not with the university

To how many newspapers do you subscribe
Thank you for completing the questionnaires. Please do not sign
your name.
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Panel To Probe:
CIA Spy Acts

“WASHINGTON (AP) — President Ford
announced Saturday he will name a blue-
rihbmpundwhveaﬁpum-iblz illegal
domestic spying activities by the Central
Intelligence
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‘whether the CIA has exceeded its statutory
authority,” the President said in a
statement issued at the White House.
‘The panel, which will have five to seven
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35th Legislature
Convenes Tuesday

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)-- The 35th
Oklahoma Legislature convenes at hlnl
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the 1975 session, which extends !hruml
1976, The 1974 elections

Legislators will q)end most of opening
day going through routine organization,
nthu(mleledondsamu and
Hnme leaders, actually decided months

qu Bill Willis, D-Tahlequah, will be

A pre-session legislative poll by The

hx ublu are revised.
Director Russell Lash,

that about
cent of the state's legislators favor ln
impeachment inquiry into Wright's ac-
uwmwlmmﬂynwcmtowued

esponding me secondary

state offices lppo{nﬁve instead of elective.
State voters in November rejected a
proposed constitutional amendment to
make the office of labor commissoner
appointive and at the same time elected
Wright to another term.

The AP poll also indicated Boren will
have little trouble getting his inheritance
tax proposal through the legislature
that a mnj(rlty d lawmakers favor

'ho was appointed by the Board of
Corrections after the 1974 legislative
session ended, already has run into
problems with Boren and an interim
legislative committee,

vid Riggs, D-Tulsa, com-
mlmeclnlrm-n, disclosed at the Bonrd of
Corrections’ December meeting that Lash
had suggested to Boren that his depart-
ment's headquarters be moved to

[cAlester, site of the State Penitentiary.

mdnme:pmnedowuldmhm

House member David Boren, 1s
wtmqumumm to deliver his farewell address o a joint
the agency has exceeded its statutory  session Tuesday afternoon.
authority.” After Tuesday’s opening day

In addition to possible past will pretty much

viol-n«mbyﬂ-usm,themmhﬂm mark time until Boren takes office the

charged with deciding “‘whether following Monday. The governor-elect is

guards are adequate to  scheduled iver his budget message at

preclude agency activities that might g0 a joint Senate-House session the night of
h:yond its mt.horlty W

said he supported investigations

mmmeiw.du that the Justice
Depmment is also looking into the
mlﬁﬂchlﬂseshblﬂduthem

expressly prohibits the agency from
conduct.\ng survelllance or other police

seven-point
details for his first address to legislat
s chief executive.

i

ion of illegal CIA activities
‘month as reports were published
t the agency violated its
er by spying on U.S. citjzens and by
ﬁng other illegal acts such as

p-mlmmidudswehryof
l-lenryA.Kln‘lmer,
idea to F

Eg? iy
§ag

"?

Colby.
well as conversations

necessary.
In his statement, Fafdulnﬁm“lhve

States,
concerning U.S. citizens,
However, it has been reported that the
CIA carried on massive surveillance

d has ac-

ing
raducuan of the mte p-yrou welfare

he last 20
culnnllted ﬂlel on 10,000
citizens,
to the repm‘t~ most of these

Helms, now ambassador to Iran, has
denied any qu CIA acﬂmy dnrl.w
administration.

However, Nesaen polnusdly declined to
support Helms In the briefing late
Saturday, saying “I don’t really have any-
thing to say about Ambassador Helms.”

Helms h;d with Kissinger for an
hour over

later spent 20 minutes alone with Ford at

Otherm‘]orhuuewudbmup

in the 1975 legislature are penal reform, a
problem, and the Equal

Rights Amendment to the U. S. Con-
stitution, which has failed to pass twice.

A resolution to ratify the ERA is among
Mmmmmbllhammolwm-pre
filed for consideration by the
legislature.

Another issue which may come up this
Labor Commissioner-

P. Williams was appointed to succeed him
but Wright defeated him last year and is to

The Equll Nghu Amenimen!. passed
twice by the Senate but killed in the House,
also was given a somewhat better chance
of passage this year although the AP poll
indicated the margin, if it is passed, would
be razor-thin.

Boren's other tax proposals could pose
some problems for lawmakers.
‘The State Equalization Board has
estimated there will be a record $80.8

million increase in revenue available for

appropriation this year.
Bu!Bmspllnlorell\mutbeManl

income tax deduction could reduce state

beueenmmuewhdwconm
additional $10 million, virtually wiping out
the anticipated increase unless other
revenue sources are found or state income

Comjlllty4V0ter

List Trimmed
To Only 20,789 |

‘There are only 20,789 registered voters
in Payne County, according to the report
senuathe State Election Board by Payne
C«mty Election Board secretary Nolda

mu-louofwlyummnw
in Mrs, salﬂumaﬂ(orhuyw

Mrs. Selph explained that right before
the Nov. 5 General Election rolls showed
32,252 registered voters. Right after the
election the cancellation of nll persons who

today to an live order take office next week.

amlnmmuunyumnhmg released by the White House, President State Rep. Sanders, D-Oklahoma in the pulling of 12,9 names to whom we
o actlvities conducted within g;fdmm the commission toreport on  City, has said he will file a resolution S :‘wcm",,":ugme e Wihers
bl < g oy ek & Salte K Vet cinpuaciont had from 1,400-150 returned and rein-
stated, but there are a lot who have failed

to respond,” she sald.
“‘A lot of those we sent were undeliver-
r able, but according to new election laws
we were required to send them notice.
prre bl eiriniid

‘months just prior to the el
haA:;ﬂhngrmehmm{wummdw P e Mhﬂdhv«mmwnmeﬂeﬂ."
After compiling records for the y Jan, 0.51 118 —0.65

beard to remark, “I¢ 1974 was -dryye-r e fapelibiant  Feb. 22 1% Yo ,m:;‘ e vl
awet one— we'llneed an ark like Noah's.!” f March 316 188 +1.30 o sote’1n b Jin. 28 Sckedl P

Official weather reports are kept by the Agronomy IstQuarter 579 o7 +1e millage ecﬂaunmdosopﬂulo.lan.
Rlsssreri AT Rod show (ot L ToE (e e S St S Apel] 2w o3 17, when books will close untl after the
‘'was 45.74 inches of precipitation. Normal is 32,18, meaning May 576 e 14 election,
this area had 13.56 inches more rain than normal. June 239 e 18 ”‘:A:ﬁfmk Inve]mhﬂ‘e:tom;l.l

Perkins reporting station is not an official weather ndQuarter 1063 1172 -0 cards back and they must do so to
bureau, but a severe storm lab. Rainfall listed for them is July 083 15 290 qualified,” Mrs. Selph said. She went on to

but . They show, just 10 miles southof  Aug. o8 3m 135 e o (At
Stillwater, a yearly total in 1974 of 46.62; a normal of 32.04, Sept. 6.08 338 +265 Wb””’;' ot “‘"m““ kel ﬁ:m 3“']
wllhu.nmu-pnclphﬁmmeuﬂedmmmnl. 3rd Quarter 13.42 012 +3.30 a"“ % ;:nmw"' o mmba'ed
tation reports are kept by quarters. January, Oct. 8 m’")“'y years, (on even
e y and Match, the first quarter, shows 8,79, compared Nov. 5.6 :‘2 -ti: yeOf .ﬂlou registered, 13,695 are
o the normal of 4.36. This means a plus of 1.42 during that s iy Democrats; 6,619 are Republican and 475
gutte. 4th Quarter 1590 597 +9.98 are Independents.

April, May and June, the second quarter totals, were Yearly Totals 45.74 2y 13.56 Mcotdlng to the report Stillwater has
10.63; the normal, 11.72, bringing a minus of 1.09. This in- Perkins (Not Offielal) 726 registered voters. This includes the
cluded heavy rains in May that accompanied devastating Month P Normal n suunur prednm There are 7,483
tornadoes in the state. July, August and September saw Jan, 108 08 and 361 are
totals of 13.42; the nomnl 1041, making a plus of 2.65. Feb. registered as !ndeperdemg

Fourth quarter to October, November and :: 11 +1.00 Stillwater Township, which includes all
Dowmberweumemtwlthlsw October shows the most 1stQuarter b He residents around and outside the city

53 4% +107 limits, shows a total of 483; with 308
rainfall, 7.87; with November set at 5.86, Heavy rainfall was kAL A
the last of October and resulted in flooding in November. The w o am o mb. 162 Republicans and 13 Inde-
4 1 >
rdnhllm (‘;rn n:.'. quarter was 5.97, with 9.83 more inches of June % “g Il.u w,' 10 precincts list a total of 3,223
= Y 2nd Quarter 147¢ 158 1318 registered to vote, They show 2,207

O'hﬂ"mwuﬂnﬂmhmunms.nud Jly - i S Demom;ts:mkmbnmmmd&lndo-
August 6.78. —251 L

Highrain d 28 In Mas ﬁ g 22 m Glencoe ll‘:ﬁ 304 Democrats, 136

2 6:29 1 septanber715h'0ct¢a‘llﬂlm 4.10 9 and one lent
ol rdQuarter st o3 8 P tol; Perkin (city an townatp) st
Smallest lmmh recorded for Perkins were January Oct. 1. 592 Democrats, 259 Republicans and ane
with 0.45 and July 0.78. N, fie e e Independent, talingf; Ripley has 28
with 051, and July with 0, lowest ; ! e
Mm for Stillwater. Y R 4th Quarter !:.g ;ﬁ I:; S ts, Yale has two pre-
‘Tabulal Stillwaf M“. cincts regllluui voters.
S e o ety “e nu +un records show 559 Democrats, 179

and  plan.
M?nd-nm in legislative memberﬂny
hold on
both the House and Senate.

There will be 39 Democrats and 9
Republicans in the Senate this year, a gain

brmerb’lleldbythethep
D-Drumright, w] urwlnnluu

‘Taking “thelr seats in the House
Tuesday will be 75 Dunocu
Republicans, one more Democrat wo
less Republicans than were in the 1974

‘session.

Women increased their membership in
:ul-lmuelnmelmdecﬁm-hmfwrw
ive.

68
Commissioners

Schedule Early
Monday Session

City Commissioners meet early Monday

Clrl Stover of C. H. Guernsey and Do
will explain the data to the body hutmlu
at5 p.m. The regular
begins at 7:30 p.m., and a pmuc hearing
on the electric rate is scheduled.

(See page 2 for the complete agends)
Another public hearing on Mmy
s amending flood

dinances to bring them into line wllh
federal requirements and prevent the loss
of federal flood insurance coverage in the
city. The flood plain amendments will go

their first reading later in the
meeting if found satisfactory by the com-
‘mission,

A new lease agreement between OSU
and the city for Fire Station No. 2 will be
studied. The proposed two-year lease asks
$30,000 a year from OSU for manpower and
equipment, It would move the city ladder
truck to the campus fire station.

The city attorney will give two reports to

One is on

the other on the proposed conflict of inter-
est charter amendment. The second draft
of the latter will be presented.

The city is close to owning a mini-bus to
use in its Senior Shuttle Service. The staff
has studied bids and will rec

Clark Dodge in Oklahoma City.
Themmlﬂonwﬂlgooverpmulm
sewer plans for O'Haver Industrial Park,
te subdivision, and the Northgate
commercial area.

School Board

‘Meets Monday

A short session is expected Monday
when Stillwater's Board of Education
members hold their January meeting.

Dr. William Anderson said the only busi-
ness other than routine is expected to be an
Indian-Meridian Area Vo-Tech and Dis-

'A'I'CIIPIG—Ane"]ilntquphuq)oﬁdﬂﬂlmmlh’eddumlnﬁe!m

a Hampton, Va., home recently,

seem misleading, but there's

yard of The sign may
mhmyamnsuwlyw-m-ndmmg"nm (AP Wirephoto)



EXCISE BOARD — Plynecoumy' 's Excise Board met today in a reorganiza-
Hmn.lmﬂﬂnl'l‘wemwmmbeno( board met with Ray T. McLaury, Cushing,
who was named chalrman, Mchwynmlnmeplmdmhl Robert B.

Joe Hastings, elected to

rcpramundnmnlhe
Lester

leasure County Board of Commissioners. Named Thursday s
anl!.h 'bonpllcuhu-umemmbu‘ﬂerb Loyd, who has served at the ol

District Judge. New District Judge Ray

Ray Lee Wall appotnted Smith ys

boln‘l met today with Mrs, Linda Al.lmlwnrth, emm!y clerk, who serves as I.M

board's clerk. Shown standing, left to right, are Smi

and Hastings, with McLaury

seated. (News-Press photo by Bettle Wilson)

Charge Is Reduced
In Death Of Child

first ¢
saving Massie from the electric chair, if
convicted.

Massie was charged
four-year-old mp-dnmm An;ell.nl,
vnl at Still-

carries a penalty of death, while second
d:ﬂeull.llu from 10-years-to-life in a

tiary.
Dun Worthington, Is court-appointed
counsel for Massie, who was declared an

child’s mother, emﬂn urldn -
ternoon. Also was testimony of
. Lewis B. Johnson, who the

prior to the death of the child he heard
sounds of a whipping.

made to the report of the
State Medical Examiner, A. J. Chapman.
‘The child’s body was of to have
autopsy after obvious bruises and injuries
were f ‘medical

was, Mum,“ﬂwuuuof

the request was overruled by Judge Couch.
First degree murder, on conviction,

Indigent.

The 25-yearold man Is ‘a disabled
veteran and receives benefits for that.
reason.

Juﬂemh-ldwuylnldtﬁaem

the action
dhd&Mhhmth‘H

Testimony Thursday morming, from

child’s mother, mmn!mdehdb-m
impatient with the four-year-old because
she refused to write her numbers for him.
For this, she testified, he “whipped” the
child and also shoved her and pushed her
to the floor numerous times.

OES Team Here -

Monday To Aid
Swan Employes

“Our primary objective is to fl
new jabl," said Laymond Q'ump the
state office today, “but most of them will
be eligible for unemployment insurance
lqnom -mu«up to 26 weeks,

“We will every effort to find new
jobdnrtham theﬂglﬂehrmemplay
ment benefits a must have made
Ewrs‘mn‘mﬂ in at least two quarters and

s am%@ﬁmmw@w@ﬁw*@mww%

.
.
%

oﬁa-'nndmunaeﬁv_dynekwarkonhis
own.”

Crump said the representatives will be
on hand at Swan at 9 a.m. Monday.

“There will
ments put
Crump said. “We will try to find them new
work in the area.”

Crump said after the people make their
initial request for unemployment benefits,
they must refile every two weeks at either
the state office in Ponca City or Cushing.
Stillwater has no office, although Crump
said efforts are still under way to get an
office situated 5

Crump noted there are 54,000 people
unemployed in the state at his time, but
sald Oklahoma is in much better shape

unemployment list, Michigan has the
largest number, he stated, because of the
lutalnrhnryhydb.
sald Henryetta's 800 idled glass
ﬂnkmhenwpmelhtlnoﬂlhml
while 400 truckers are idled in Oklahoma
City. Other cuellreeomudofle-
than 100 workers at any one place.

FORECAST
OKLAHOMA — Fair to partly cloudy to-
night and Saturday. Low tonight upper 20
northwest, upper 30s southeast. High
Saturday mostly 50s.

extended outiook Sunday
through Tuesday: Fair Snndny ar::

MnndlyPaerdMy
u-eummpm the

state Tuesday. Continued mild.
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Boren Fills Posts,
Completes Liaison

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— Gov. David

team today by announcing former State
Senate leader Roy Boecher of Kingfisher
has joined his staff,

Boecher, a former Senate president pro
tempore, served more than 20 years in the
&mubdanreﬁﬂulmyw He joins
former Reps. Jan of Muskogee
and Don Coﬁln of Guthrie on B«'cu

leaked out earlit

the Oklahoma Highway Commission.
Kamedy be the commission chair-
‘mey replace Charles Payne of hwwn,
Swon of Muskogee and Wilbur
wmam* Woodward.
Mrs. Parker is the first woman member
of the commission in more than 40 years.

ity
mln,andwﬂ.lhmE 'l‘homm an Ada

S. Vietnamese
Launch Assault

SAIGON, Mthlm(Al’)
Vietnamese

the.Cambodian to-retake an
outpost overrun by ‘ear
lier this month, field said.

North vletnlmeu resistance was
reported to be strong despite heavy South
Vietnamese air and artillery strikes, field

insurance man.

Boren wants to replace Irvine Unger-
‘man of Tulsa as chairman, but he will not
get control of the board this year unless
some of the members resign.

Watonga newspaper publisher ’I‘Im
Curtin’s term on the board expires in
March, but Curtin is a Boren supporter.
‘The other four members' terms won't ex-
pire until at least 1976 and those four
members include Ungerman and three of
his supporters.

Retired Army Col. John H. McCasland,
former Oklahoma City postmaster, was
lppolmed chairman of the Board of Af-

Geraldine Strain, a

top adviser of former Gov. David Hall.
Walter Price and Virge Steger, the other
two members, “will continue to serve for
the present,” Boren said.

Boren also announced his three ap-
pointments to the five-member Plt\‘hl

and Parole Board. They are John Ray
Green, a Duncan attorney; Rev. Littleton
Fowler of Hugo and Mrs. Doris Mont-
gomery of Poteau.

“I believe Mrs. Montgomery is the first
woman to serve on this very important
board,” Boren said, He reiterated his
cam| ;-l;n pledge to follow the board's
recommendations and said he has “the
greatest confidence” in his appointees.

Boren Declineg9
Talk On Hall

MA CITY (AP)— Gov. David
dacllmdcmmmtonm in-
dlelment 'l‘hunda of former Gov. David
Hall, bat he dhhly he is “looking into” the
m'ecﬂm nnuemenu for state em-
tireme

charges they attempted
retirement fund board to invest $10 million -
with the Texas men's

Boren said he was advised “ap-
proximately a week ago...of the actions

!edernl uulhoﬂﬁu would be taking."
he could not comment fur-

ther. “'mn is a very sensitive matter,” he
said. “I really have no comment at this

"

Asked if the allegations had prompted
him to examine the security arrangements
lor retlmunt funds, he rqaned “Yes,

several things I will be looking
lmo i He named several other retirement
fundundnldhewunud “hmnkecenlin

are fully

Seu'euryolst.m.lennmnwhm
credited by federal officials with llIkIu
the indictment possible by reporting the
alleged bribe attempt, said today he won't
discuss his role further until U. S. Atty.
wmmnkmmummuuﬂlrmn.

Boren also confirmed he announced the
appointment of Jeff Laird as director of

Hall Sees ‘Vindication’

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— Farmer Gov.
Hall,

cted he will be vindicated

by a federal grand jury Thursday on six
counts alleging they attempted to bribe
Samyulsuulmmm!oh
fluence investment of §10 million in state
pension funds,
Hall was accused of offering to split @
W,Mhﬂhewmn Rogers, who heads the
that administers the $53 million re-
drumm!\mdhrlt-uanplayu.llqen
reported the alléged bribery attempt to

officials.

Hall, the only former Oklahoma
governor ever charged with a felony, was
named on four counts of extortion and il-
legal use of interstate facilities. Cenvlcdm
‘on il fopr counits would-carey &
penalty of 35 years in prison and ﬂnel
totaling $40,000

A hyear-old Democrat whose term
ended Mondly. Hall appeared briefly
before U. S. Magistrate Charles Jums
Thursday and was released after being
fingerprinted, photographed and posting
$2,500 bond. Jones set bond at $25,000, but
:l:llwumadmsmalﬂlxa 10 per cent

it.

Hall has contended for several months

He didn’t mention Burkett by name in a

McCormlck To Head
YMCA Coming Year

mmucmmlnwmnmdmemm
elected

presi bership

meeting md humm ‘Thursday night.
Mccormlck replaces Norman Moore at
the helm.

Robert Burk was electedvlcepnddmt.
with Tom Reyburn gdng as treasurer
and Sidney Reding is seermry

New board hln Drew
Bou‘!ml, Burk, S. L. Combs, Rollin
'nmye lenerrdlndPud.heWhmr

e annual banquet was in special
rananhrlnce of Arthur Banlay. a vnlu-
able member of the YMCA board of
dirmM s ;ho died in December,

reporting on the pll yur’l
u.’tMﬂa noted the Fetrllry
lhipwm- its goal.
Among the Y’s nrlonl other activities

were a fashion show at the Student Union,

dlywnplndswhnmlngch.el,n
meet and several
lrumudngl, hosted by the local group.
‘The Y also handled phone calls in a local

, was praised for
leadership with a separate report to be
made by Bi

unity o tions using the “Y"

facilities included the Misdemeanant

Program, Radio Hams Group, Exchange
Club, OSU. Art: llndSeﬁm&mdmt

Council, Episcopal
ticuiture Club, student rdlgiwl g’wpl,
sororities and churches, as well as dozens
of basketball teams.

Operating finances were improved
during the past year with increases froma
number of groups, The total ownﬁm
income was nearly $2,000 more than
previous year and operating upulm
were down by more than $1,000.

brief statement following his bond
Hall

hearing, but said he is glad the
case finally will be in the courts.
“For the past 4% years, myself and my

family have been wb]ectedh harassment
and abuse,” Hall declared.

wiretap|
burglary, mail tampering and pilfering,
uping of conversations and malicious

"l’mghdlhltwhywellkem:mﬁ
the newspapers and put it in the court-
rooms where it belongs.

“I feel that when the evidence is
presented I will be vindicated and those
who conspired luiut me will be ex-
posed.”

Heuldh:wlﬂdlmmqum
“‘on advice of my attorneys.”

Hall's wife, Jo, and attorneys Frank
McDivitt and D. C. Thomas accompanied
him at the bond hearing.

~+-@-8+Dist. Court-Judge Fred Daugherty,

who accepted the grand jury indictment
shortly after 2 p.m. Thursday, will set an
arraignment date for Hall and the other
defendants after the jury' makes a report

on other pending cases Friday.
A trial date will be set later.

‘The indictment said Hall and Rogers
met Dec. 4 “at Hall's request in the...State
Capitol, whereupon Hall told Rogers he
would receive $50,000 from Taylor if the
investment proposal from Taylor was
accepted...and that he would divide the
said $50,000 equally with Rogers if Rogers
mﬁd help Il'llim achieve that end.”

e

long -Internal Revenue Service in-
waﬁgltlon of Hall's tax returns,

The indictment listed the following
counts:

firm, e punishable
bymyemln]ﬂnnlndltlomm

‘TWO—Hall, Taylor and Mooney were

dllrg.ﬂ with ldlg Inta-lute facilities to

were charged with traveling on interstate
hdﬂmmpmunhﬁﬂlcﬁvlv.
Counts mmrmh nchmurryl
tyofﬂveyeln prison
and $10,000 in fines.

Skitch Henderson
Gets Six Months

NEWYORK(AP) Conductor Skitch
Henderson received a six month
sentence today for filing false income tax

statements.
He also was fined $10,000 in Manhattan
Federal Court.

Henderson, 5, remained free pending
appeal of his conviction, Involvlu
mdmwmum

The indictment alleged Hall joined
‘Taylor and Mooney in an attempt to bribe
Rogers beginning Dec, 3 and continuing
M MMallhy. Hall's final day as

Il aomud Hall, Taylor and Mooney of a

.. Rogers to...influence
thucumnfmd(mlmmﬂmnoud
to act favorably upon an investment

proposal...by Taylor and-or Mooney.”

CD Siren Test
Set Saturday

Stillwater’s Civil Defense warning
sirens will be tested at noon Satur-
day. This is a retest of the new part
of the warning system that has been
repaired since the last test when

some malfunctioned.

YMCA OFFICERS — mmmmwmhw Mviuprdﬂnl.m

stallation of new officers was held Thursday night. The
are, from the left, Norman Moore, outgoing president; Bob by Rick

‘Tom Reybumn,

Reding, secretary;
treasurer and Bob McCormick, president, (News-Press
g presid photo
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State To Get Grant
For Model Prison

WASHINGTON (AP)—Gov. David
Boren said today the federal Law En-
forcement Assistance Administration
(l.EMJhulMtoglveOklnmmnsx
million grant Immedmdy to begin con-
struction of 8 model prison system.

Boren, after mmln; wllh House
Speaker Carl Albert, other members of the
Oklahoma delegation and
LEAA officlals, said the LEAA officials
told him “even more could be expected
next year."

“It means we can begin
mndhleb' on McAlester and Normln

Boren
Herd'emdtoanmphnwhichulh
for construction of a 300-prisoner
maximum-security installation at
McAlester and a reception and diagnostic
center at Norman to process and evaluate

new prisoners.
‘The governor sald Russell Lash, who has

resigned effective March 30 as
Oklahoma's director, accom-
panied him lo WIIMIIG'OII and pledged his

Lash offered hlarﬂimlﬁon hwday at
Boren's requ

“I am to report a major
Irelkﬂnwgh lod.ly in the, obtaining of
federal assistance,” Boren said after the

already in my budget” to allow beginning
of construction of a model prison system
later this year.

Boren said the $ million “rqleums

king on a financial projection to
mine the total cost of building & model
prison system. He said the LEAA officials

have indicated they will let him know by
April 1 how much money they can grant
the state.

Boren said by April 1 the state will have
$60 million to $70 million more cash on
llandthlnneededmply its bills through

July 1,
He, sald the funds will be put into

federal mnu:hlng funds such as the prison
project.

Boren said the state has a $1 million
carryover, plus a budgeted $3 mullm for
the prison project, bringing to
the amount immediately lvnihble lor the
McAlester and Norman projects, which
will cost an estimated $15 million.

“‘Oklahoma wants to be a model for
corréctional facilities in the nation,” the
governor said.

Ex-CIA

'WASHINGTON (AP) — With half of its
meml| absent, the feller Com-
‘mission met today to question Howard J.
Osborn, the Central Intelligence Agency’s
former chief of security, about the
agency's domestic surveillance activities.

the 1t kin at Democratic
headquarters and witnessed the
:l'::mﬁnn of documents linking McCord

(CIA Director William E. Colby also has
* acknowledged that. Osborn’s office in-
filtrated agents into American radical
groups in an effort to gather information
on planned demonstrations and break-ins
mlnﬂ agency facilities.

Chief Quizzed

Former Commerce Secretary John T.
Connor served as acting chairman of the
panel in place of Vice President Nelson A.
Rockefeller, who was not scheduled to
arrive until the afternoon. Three other

lopments:

Paid informants of the FBI were
traveling abroad to spy on revolutionary
groups here and overseas, while CIA
lgenh were infiltrating domestic antiwar

as part of a plan to penetrate the

Savlet intelligence system, according to

tWo accounts.

The reported activities showed the
overlapping operations of the two In-
ulngenu lgende; ’rheCM is limited by

oreign intelligence operations

while the FBI handles internal security.

Ray S. Cline, deputy director for in-
Mgmcelnulemmullm sald the
attempt to gain entrance to the Soviet in-
telligence system through antiwar ac-
tivists here was unsuccessful.

““Some guy got the bright idea that if you
hired a young man or woman who was a
really reliable person and able to take on
the protective coloration of the muwur
movement and sent him overseas the So-
viets might try to recruit him,” Cline said.

vaever he sald he didn't think ﬂle
program -lasted long- etiough-to be
cessful,

The agents who infiltrated the peace
movement did make reports to the FBI,
Cline said.

““The reports were made because of

Filing Period
Opens Tuesday

Stillwater’s Board of Commission filings
open 'hulday and leads off filings for all
county towns.

are required by law fo file the first report
no less than 10 days prior to the primary,

(in this case March 18), and the general, .

(April 1) and no more than 40 dlys after
the general election. They must be filed
even if the municipality has no primary
election. Candidates with no opposition
donot have to file the reports,

nceqnfﬂhu, llung with a $50 cashier or
certified check

812 and 1% p. II::l
New for p-mu-l
mmred amnam: cm-tbuuon and ex-

Mrs. Selph explained.

In Stillwater, Position Three, held by
Jack Stone and Position Four, held by
Norman Moore, are open. Both are for
three years. Moore has said he doesn’t
plan to run, but Stone has said he will.
Klnll.lexpechdwﬂle&rl’do-
Mel Wright will oppose

file papers with the

“*Here is what George
Washington missed by not
living to his 199th birthday.

“He would have seen our
greal political system of
“equal rights (o all and privi:
leges to none' working ‘so
smoothly that 7 million are
without a chance to carn
their living.

*He would see ‘em hand-
ing out rations in peace
time, that would have re-
minded him of Valley Forge.
In fact, we have reversed the
old system. We all get fat in
war times and thin during

cace.
“I het, after seeing us, he
would sue us for calling him

‘Father’."
February 22, 1931

7'/43-& Aoyere
g o, e

Cushing
Cushing Municipal Clerk Maxine Kautz, at
the Cushing Municipal Building. The Elec-
tion Board will handle of ballots
and certify the election. This Is due to a
change in the Cushing City Charter.
Cushing's five day filing period opens af
am, Feb. 26 and closes 5 p.m, March 7,
They have one member on their board to
be elected.

Yale, Perkins, Glencoe and Ripley all
have periods opening for only two
d-ys,dmuatipm Feb. 26. All file in
the Stillwater office. A cash fee of $5 is re-
quired for candidates from town with pop-
ulations less than 6,000.
ﬁa’: Yale,atlﬁwofﬂmmuphrd»

ckrk is up for election for a four-year
term. The town treasurer, is open for a
!wo-yeurm'm Both are elected at-large.

In Glencoe, the Board of Trustees will
have election for Wards One, Three and
Five for four-year terms. The Town clerk
and town treasurer, are also up for elec-
ﬂm‘AllvotiultGlenchslllaon!hell-
large basis.

Ripley has election in Wards One and
Three, both for four-year terms. Ward
Fwwmhezmudhruwo-yurum
town clerk, four years, and town treasurer
for two, All voting in Ripley is at-large.

Mrs. Selph reminds persons wishing to

I.mrornnkechnngu!heregmﬂﬁm
bonhwmbecmdlmnﬁp.m March 7
until 8 a.m. April 5.

manipulate the Vietnam war protest
movement.

Meanwhile, FBI spokesman James
Murphy said paid travel

overseas to keep watch on organizations
which have activities outside of U.S.
borders.

“If an individual is reporting to us on an
organization whose activities extend to
another country, frequently that individ-
ual does travel to that other country” to
gather intelligence, Murphy sad.

News in

MILAN, Italy (AP) — Mty-d;ht
paintings by French and Italian im-
pressionists were stolen dnnng the night
from the modern art gallery of Milan’s
Municipal Museum, police reported today.
It was Italy's second major art theft this
month. Three priceless Renaissance
paintings by Raphael and Piero della
Francesca were stolen on Feb. 5 from the

Ducal Palace in Urbino and are still
missing.

TULSA, Okla. (AP)—convctlmsBonrd
Chairman Irvine Ungerman
lmpm.nmmuemﬂodwtn‘l‘uh
to announce whether he plans to remain on
the board or resign.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Ford,
after a recent barnsto stint around
the country, is launching a hce-urhce
campaign for his energy and economic
programs among members of the House
and Senate,

He has invited the Senate Republican
steering committee to dinner at the White
House tonight and is planning breakfasts,

Kissinger Ends
‘Fruitful Talk’
With Gromyko

GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) —
Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger and
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei A.
Gromyko ended"two days of “fruitful”
talks today on the whole range of issues
between the two powers.

They met for more than five hours,
discussing the Middle East and efforts to
limit strategic nuclear arms.

Gromyko told newsmen: ‘I consider the
talks to be fruitful for U.S.-Soviet relations
and we are convinced for other states and
for the international situation as well.”

Kissinger said he and Gromyko
specifically diseussed implementation of
the U.S.-Soviet summit agreement to set
ceilings on nuclear weapons. Negotiators
from both sides began drafting on Jan. 31
the details of the Nov. 23 Vladivostok
accord between President Ford and
Communist party chief Leonid I.

Earlier, U.S. officials said the Soviets so
hrlud not been “‘actively obstructionist”

er's efforts obtain another
ls'lell withdrawal in return for t.lulMe
moves by Egypt toward acceptance of
existence of Israel.

However, the Soviets have renewed
pressure for early resumption of the
Geneva peace conference, which the
United States opposes for lur it would
break down into a dispute over Palestinian
participation.

Kissinger began the day conferring with
Roger Gallopin, president of the encudve
council of the International
the Red Cross about Amq'lum mluin; in
Indochina. U.S. oﬂldll.l said lbou! m
Americans are unaccol in In-
dochina, lncludlnq 900 llnted oﬂldllly as

missing in

The, oﬁnmh sald er told Galloj
the United States lppredlwud Red C#

efforts in this question which he stressed
was ;;l great importance to the American
Ppeople.

Mekong River
Post Abandoned
By Government

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) —
Government forces have completely
evacuated all their positions on the lower

Mekong River and temporarily abandoned
‘thieir attémpts to reopen the river, military
sources said toddy.

SLEET STREET — It
m,llevulmullhm—mlt’lnotm llhdeet.Omhdldsleeﬂell&m-
according

day in Stiliwater,

to the folks at the OSU A,

1t looks like snow, it acts like snow, it makes streets slick Iike

Research Sta

gronomy
Melted, that makes eight-hundredths of an inch of water, they further explain. Abvve,
;g:ynndn;wmu!thhmwdursmhs&mmmhu photo by

Cold Weather, Snow
Forecast For State

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Skies had cleared across Oklahoma
today following the state’s latest snow and
ice storm.
But weather forecasters say more cold
headed

weather, light snow and rain are
for the state.

ugh the
state overnight and much of the snow and
sleet had melted off streets and roads,

Last week the launched an
amphibious assault on the lower Mekong,
40 miles southeast of Phnom Penh, but
government troops suffered hnvy
casualties in fierce fighting and
evacuated by boat to Neak Luong, m
sources said.

The drive on the Mekong was seen by
observers as ‘“too little, too late.”” About
500 government troops were involved,

A diplomat and mmury analyst said,
“It will now be very difficult, if not im-
possible, for the government to open the
Mekon‘g' River, They do not have the

‘The Mekong River is vital to the survival
of Phnom Penh. Currently the chy is belm
resupplied by an emergency U

Earlier today, a government blﬂlllon
was driven from positions on the west bank
of the Mekong at Peam Raing, 40 miles
southeast of Phnom Penh,

a Nutshell

dinners and receptions every day through
Thursday for other legislators from both
parties.

NEW YORK (AP) — A First National
City Bank survey has found that
Americans plan to use it ca
frequently this year than last.

Nearly 44 per cent of those interviewed
who hold credit cards said they would use
them less in the next 12 months while only
7.2 per cent said they planned to use them
more.

TALALA. Okla. (AP)—H. B. VanPelt,
Talala cattleman, today was named
Rancher of the Year by the Bluestem
Cattleman’s Association, a group In-
cluding five northeast Oklahoma counties.
VanPelt, who operates a 2,500-acre

spread in Rogers County near Talala, will

behonorednmegmp:wmterparty
iness meeting at Dewey Saturday

-mn.

VanPelt is past president of the
Bluestem Cattleman's Association and s
18t District state wildlife

pped well below freezing
early today, and the Highway Patrol
warned that some highways remained icy

end
wm. Hobart and Gage reporting four in-
du.Guymmnehdnmd Ponca Cl(y

&Moloﬂehhlnsmdmbrmmﬂ

would be
because of the snow and ice-covered
streets and roads.

The coldest temperature reported
overnight was two degrees above zero at
Gage. Other minimums ranged from eight
degrees at Ponca City and Hobart to 23 at
McAlester.

Mostly fair skies were: forecast for

with mostly cloudy skies tonight as the
new cold front moves-in.

Scattered light snow was predicted for*
northwestern Oklahom tonl;m nnd
Tuesday with scaf

ttered light rain
rest of the state.
However, warmer temperatures were
expected today and tonight with highs
today from the lower 40s in the northwest
'omenuds\)smdlenumemlndhwl
tonight from the lower 20s in , the

.Plnhlndletomemldmhlhemﬂlun.

Highs across the state on Sunday ranged
from 27 degrees at Gage to 42 at Ardmore.

High Petroleum Price
Has Cut Consumption

WASHINGTON (AP) —

;‘:rdernl Energy Administrator Frank G,

humlmnmmpﬂmmﬂdhavebem
nlunonemilllonhnahldnymmlf
prices had not risen so sharply,” Zarb told
the House Energy and Power sub-

ttee.

Zarb defended President Ford's energy
program, which includes a pianto cut U. S.
oll consumption

mendation could make the United States

susceptible to a renewal of last year's
Middle East ofl embargo.

The Senate may take final action this

week to block President Ford's oil Mce
of

The House, which already has voted to
block the increase, this week acts on more
money for the Penn Central railroad and
creation of a select intelligence com-

Both the House and Senate start the
week today with traditional readings of
George Washington’s farewell address.

The Senate appears certain to approve

the House-passed bill blocklng for 90 days
Ford’s actim to reduce Americans’ fuel

failure 1o follow the President’s recom-

% Hike In Postage Rates Said Near

WASHINGTON (AP) — Postal rates will
g0 up by the end of the year and it will cost
12 or 13 cents to mail a first-class letter
that now carries a 10-cent stamp, says
Postmaster Gen. Benjamin F. Bailar.

‘““We are experiencing some very sub-
stantial cost increases. We are presently
operating at a deficit,” Bailar mldSumlAy

on ABC's “Issues and Answers,

“We are continuing to have experlence
with the same inflation that is plaguing the
rest of the country and we have labor
ne%ﬁauons coming up this summer,” he
said,

Another postal service spokesman later
said the deficit 15 “‘in excess of $800 million
this year.” He said that the total govern-
ment subsidy for the postal service for

ﬁ.wll‘ldl.l’l:'el was $1.7 billion.

4 speaking, we are becol

less dependent on public m:wm. mlm
the spokesman He exp!

the 12 years prior to postal reorganiuhan

in July 1971, subsidies averaged 17.7 per .

cent of income, In comparison, over the
past three years, subsidies averaged 15.4
per cent of income, he said.

The last first-class postage rate in-
crease, from 8 cents to 10 cents, took effect
last March, If the rate for first class mail
mwﬂmi&wﬂlhludwhhdm

Postal rates are set by a five-member
Postal Rate Commission, which passes on
rates proposed by the postal service. The
postal service can increase rates on a

temporary the commission
::‘i;hqumlwpennumﬂymms

Bailar predicted difficult negotiations

with postal workers, whose contract runs
out in July, but he said he hopes a strike
can be avoided.

He nlso said that air mall postage
probably will be eliminated in the near
future within the United States because al-
most all first-class mail moves by air
anyway.

driving up the price.

But Ford M: announced he'll veto
Congress' blocking bill, and some senators
say it's a close call whether the Senate
could muster the two-thirds vote
necessary to override.

Sen. Henry M. Jackson, D-Wash.,
predicted Saturday the Senate would
override Ford's veto and thus block the ol
price hike but d.id not say what he based
that prediction

The bill wonld suspend Ford's order to
increase oil import tariffs $1 a barrel ef-
fective Feb. 1, $2 in March and §3 in April
to increase gasoline prices.

Congre!siontl opponents, primarily

ats, want to suspend Ford's price
hike to give them time to develop an
energy program of their own.

cially-troubled eastern and Midwestern
railroads.

The House takes up a bill Thursday to
Wmu{y;m million of the $197

'n:e 0150 mlllm in loans for the
railroads would not require a separate
appropriation.
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Hoover Kept
Secret Files
On Officials

WASHING'!UN (AP) -
Edwl:rd}i Gouu- tndly that

of derogatory mhmtlon almnt
executive branch officers and

improperly and other cases when other
executive branch officials used the FBI for
political purposes,
mﬂzﬂl not identify persons covered in
Levi made the dhdm in testimony
before a House subcompmittee examining
the FBI's put and present practices of
collecting and keeping information about
members of Congress.

Hoover, who ran the FBI for 48 years
\mﬁlhladuthlnlm kept in his personal
office 164 file hlch'rl that date back to the
19208, Levi sal

Forty-eight of them concerned public
officials and other individuals
and “by and large, the material in these
folders contained derogatory information
concerning individuals,” Levi said.

“‘Some of the d tory material was

Energy Plans

WASHING'(ON (AP) —
Democrats recommended an energy
package today that includes a 5-cent-per-
gallon increase in gasoline taxes

ted dledgnll?:m 16
‘wanted a gradua tax up to
cents a gallon with a rebate on gasoline
used for essential driving.
SenJo}mOPmn,D—RL.anﬂRep
Jim Wright, D-Tex., chairmen of
suuuandﬂmmbmmﬂeew!gymk

Ways and Means Committee.
Pastore said the Democrats estimated
their energy-tax proposal add

—A re; of proposals to remove
federal price controls on already
discovered oil and natural gas but a
“liberal” treatment of new gas production
in this country. There was no ehbonﬂm
on what this meant.

John Rogers’

Tapes Played

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)—Former Gov.
David Hall and Secretary of State John

- Rogers discussed a puyo«mdnylw
members

ssure retirement fund

with Hall and the other defendant in the
Dallas er W. W. “Doc”
Taylor, said the

with Tnylnrfs firm, Guaranteed Investors

Corp.
Hall then asked Rogers why he tried to
dof

4 higher figure,
“ll:ed'u worth more to us,” Rogers
“wmn more to the state?” Hall asked.
_“No, no,” Rogers sald. “Worth more to

“(li oh,” Hall sald, then moved on to a

ndhupllnlwpuludeothe

board members to vote for the proposed
inyestm

Hall interrupted
h!"mmﬂkogn‘snoth“worrylbwt

Mhmdnﬂumtun,mnm-
parently forgot to turn off the tape

recorder because it also contained an
q'p!ohconmlumhehdwlthnhw
enforcement official saying, “I couldn't
get him (Hall) to come out with what we
wanted him to come out with. He said he
was scared to talk over the phone.”

The board, with Merrill and Cook
casting the decisive vma, amved the
investment plan on Dec.

Wlthmsm!lclonmemll“odl
10 more still to be plnyed, it
appeared the |uret:nr')‘; of state’s

testimony would Friday.

Rogers nuduhehpeswhhthelldof
FBI agents with devices placed
on his person and on me and office

Rogers testified Wednesday that Hall
offered him a $25,000 bribe on Dec. 2, just
six weeks before his term as governor
enﬁd.mdheuﬂ'hylm‘cmﬂmeﬂk
several days laf

Hzmdhuepnmdﬂnu:l edmanpt

immediately stat
enforcement officials and mlde ll’-
rangements to re conversations
wnhﬂdlandomlnvolvedlnthe
alleged scheme “to prove the bribery
attempt.”
lh!]m'hylorarechnsedwlthm
spiring to bribe Rogers to influence in-
vestment of $10 million in state retirement
l!mdl wltll Guaranteed Investors Corp., a
firm Taylor owns. Hall also is ac-
uuye:) of seeking to extort $50,000 from
T

RR Loan Rejected

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S.
Railway
request by the
$100-million loln the railroad said it needs
to avoid bankruptey.

‘The association said the Rock Island was'
not able to give assurances it would be able

late Wednesday, a spokesman for the
agsociation said.

Rock Island had asked for $100 million to
'The association has approved a loan of $9.1
‘million to keep the'railroad running.

However, the association sald Rock
Island subsequently said conditions had
deteriorated so much it could not even
guarantee repayment of the $9.1 -
The railroad also said it would need $30
‘million to maintain operations and remain
solvent during 1975,

U.S. Dollar Tumbles

LONDON (AP) — The dollar fell to

Congress and the
muuqommmmua interest

Black Caucus Goals

WASHINGTON (AP) — Strict gun
control, fuel subsidies for needy families
and close scrutiny of CIA and FBI sur-
veillance activities are among the goals of
the congressional black caucus announced

today. 3
mu-muan-mmhudodbym

Fiesta Bowl
Take For OSU
Sets Record

quammuhmm-
lllltm dmm- w-ln

Phoenix,
NU'lrewrdplyoﬂmﬂnﬂuh
' Bowl game.
Grlﬂnwuhneelvumecklc
from Fiesta Bowl of-

ceived by a school participating in
the bowl in its short four-year

history. ___

A part of the money will be used to
defray OSU’s expenses and the rest
will be divided upen among Big
Eight schools.

Action Over Korea

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Four U 8.

sides coming with 17 miles of each other.

More Economy Woes

'WASHINGTON (AP) — The government
released today statistics showing more
_economic trouble in store for the United
States both at home and abroad.

than 60 firemen and ci

HITS TELEPHONE BU fire in
lNewYordeephmeCo wnmmm«mmmfmm-ymmwm

ke almost envelops a five-al

. The fire knocked out service on police emergency lines

and on nearly 200,000 prlvnu telephones, (AP)

Municipal Post Filing
Around County Closes

ended at 5 p.m. Wednesday for
officers to operate city gwa-nmu over
the county. The exception is Cushing,
where the filing period won't end until
March 7.

According to Pat Charles, assistant sec-
with the election board, “At this
point Stillwater is the only town to have a
primary. The set now for
general elections will be Stillwater,
Perkins and Ripley. Candidates in some
Those without
opposition, even in a town to have a
primary, won't be on a ballot”, Mrs, Char-
les continued.
The only new filee Wednesday for the
Perkins Board of Trustees was Walter H.
Martin, who filed along with Ollie L. Moor.

- 'This will take them to the general election,

ntlorAprﬂl Auolhersmtheslaleln

kins files by

punynﬂuhﬂm Moor mul lx a Damanl
and Martin an Independent.

At Ripley, Ji had no

ition for town clerk. No primary

tion is set in Ripley, but three trustee
positions and town treasurer will be on the
general election ballot. They include
Danny Kinkade, incumbent for Ward I and
nDemmthl!hceMn GmOmhlrd,

Rocky Out In 76, ’80

WASH'ING'MN (AP) — Vice Pruidem
Nelson Rockefeller today

rulzd hlmu!! out of prudulhl pomlu
aﬁmmadnnudagemhmw
's trust, Rockefeller

keep President For
declared, “mmm a competitive
factor with the rlaing m" on the
Republican political

‘mevicepuddmt,m,hdmd that Ford
ls“bmmdluunmndbenundldlh" for
re-ele in 1

So ‘yvu’vesothbetdﬂnglbmtlm"
utousmchmcu M the presidency,

“And that's "

““Washington, D.C. Did you
see where this new senatar
says he is going to use ‘Com.
mon Sense in the Senate!"

“That's what they all say
when they start in. But if no-
body don’t understand you,
why, you naturally have to
switch.

January 27, 1924.

e e

crazy.’
nlndechred'hlt“l’mledupwlm
MM with politics. This is no time
for it. I bitterly resent people who talk
about politics in the future when we've got
tremendous human problems today. It's in
pourluﬂemd offensive to the American

“aneno prospects, no thoughts and no
ﬂansfwm ltbn’tﬂﬂnkmymgveu
good God damn about 1880."

's remarks came during an
hour-long, yost-midnisht session with
reporters aboard Air Force Two as he re-

charged with the us func-
tions of the executive departments as well
a3 the t on

problems,

administration, Rockefeller cited two
reasons as to why he might become an
exception: .
“mnmhnmuwmemddm
ality.... And the othu is
rdnungwlviceptuldent
going on 67 years old, mdlhe«!orehm
lnlcompeﬁﬁnd tion with rising stars
on a long-term bass.
"Imnmgolnghgﬂmﬁe
Pnsldemmdmmbeto(hh&blml.
Ilrytolvnldmblebetwem
olhssmfldm'tmthgm
Mmmhk 1 want to help him. We've
ﬁmwulm it, T've explained this to

seven polnted to further deterioration.
FORECAST
— Fair to cloudy

who filed as an Vincent
and Keith Tletz both filed as lmiq;endam

lnrw.rdeonﬂm In Ward Three, Du»

ald Sneed, Republican
White, Independenl joined Dllo
Carothers, incumbent Independent. Betty
J.RoeaMCorlmsnlrt. both Inde-
pendents and new to offices, filed for
h'e:l.ls:ruu Incumbent Bob Mitchell, failed

At Yale, Gerald Cleveland, incumbent ta
Position 4 Commissioner, filed Wednes-
day, filling all positions for their dv
fathers. The five will automatically be

for, two-year terms. Commissioners in-
cludeOfﬂcel,CllﬁordSwlule;Oﬂiut,
Joseph Joe Piter; Office 4, Robert N,
Baird; Office 4, Cleveland, and Office 5,
Orville M. Reaves.

No election is set for Glencoe for thelr
Board of Trustees, due to no opposition.
Ward 1 will have Merle L. Stokes, Ward 3,
Leon Morse, and Ward 5, Harold W. Hite.
All are four year terms. Town clerk Kelly
G. Horton will be in for a four-year term
and incumbent treasurer Eva F. Hodges,

will serve two more years.
Lewis McAulay’s position on the Cushing

Cnm City Clerk. Filing opened Wednes-

day and will continue for 10 days, closing
position is for a three-year-
term to be elected at large.

Vet School Here Studies
Latest Cattle Mutilations

‘The OSU veterinary pathologist who
examined two of the latest so-called cattle
“mutilations” says there is “no evidence
mymmhnd been involved in what hap-

“‘l‘heevldeweweuwnhltwﬂdbe
to animal

Salely,mdrepon mlnl.n;n'
udder, vagina

Oklahoma State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine.

‘Two bovine carcasses were brought in
Wedmcdnyh’mﬂ\e(hmmmwpnr
ently at the request of the Payne County
sheriff’s office. Another one arrived

have given credit
:i some far-out group for cnmr( wt,"hn

The two Cushing cattle both died of
natural

Irought in the past few
reachers often bril nglndndcmletohlve
the cause of death determined.

As for estions
mem%mmwgnmm?m : Fair to  shortly beforenoon from Hugo, but had not “I- think we're safe in an opinion they
door open to him, Rockefeller said  partly cloudy with cool nights and mild yet been examined. 3 were not maliciously mutilated — not even
“Nobody's talking about (that) ... unless  days. Lwest upper 208 and The latter carcass was brought in at the  remotely attributed to some perverted
they've got a hole in their head.” . Highest near 60, request of the Department of Public person or group,” he concluded.

“The Case of the Missing
Bricks.” Sound like a Perry
Mason or Sherlock Holmes
mystery?

Several weeks ago construc-

tion manager Joe Mason told
Hospital Administrator Bob
Park the work on bricking the
new facility would have to slow
up. When Park asked why,
Mason told him- some 50,000

then left the scene or else the or-
der short.

operldmultmam.lddth
bricks may never have been

charge of brick

shipped or may haver have
been delivered to the

additional bricks. The respon
bility rests with Rayco and they

replacement order

Park

have have already pu

Hospital Trying To Locate 50,000 Bricks

March,
now, the south sMrweIl wall

It's not. It's actually a Stil especially since no one knows  time of the construction strikes
ter Municipal tal " what actually Park  last summer. This might be the  will be devoid of bricks until the'
":_y Hospital mys- g4 the bricks may never have the bricks are not here  replacements arrive
g arrived, may have arrived and Just how many and how

valuable are 50,000 bricks?
Each brick is about 2%-} by&hy-

Pitzer, when the bricks were
5i- aﬂg‘mn purchased they cost
in the neighborhood of $100-per-

t in a
which
should arrive after the first of
explained. For

thousand. Local architect Glen
Summers sald currently bricks
are being sold for about $110-
per-thousand, which makes the
50,000 bricks’ value at $5,000 to

$5,500.

And how many bricks is
50,0007 Summers said the aver-
age brick home uses 14,000-
16,000 bricks.

Oneﬂdrueverymagnu
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President Vetoes

Oil Tariff Delay

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Ford
vetoed today legislation suspending his oil
hmﬂmﬂmvwh«mh:wuld
defer $2 of the §3 levy for 60 days while
working with Congress on a compromise
energy program.

House leaders tentatively scheduled a
aunwymwrrw“wmlnlm

Reading a statement to reporters in the
Oval Office, Ford urged the m to
priori

The President said he would send his

veto message to later 3

Democnﬂc congressional leaders
attempt to override his action

o lewauon suspending for 90 days his

impose the tariffs,
In the four-minute statement he read
while sitting at his Oval Office desk, Ford

Heuldhehqw“clmdﬂ.hd
action on a compromise energy program
by May 1, and said he wanted the anti-
recession tax cut on his desk by the end of

Fund Increase
For Education
Gets Panel OK

Health Sciences Center.
N‘hc’nﬂ-\uhduhdh‘l“l
million increase for colleges and

ittee hearing room today
to voice support for the higher level of
Dr. E. T. Dunlap, chancellor of the

:

Earlier, Ford had told a group of fresh-
man congressmen he would ‘‘have a sur
prise” in moves toward a compromise

had only one
guess, Il wqu b- that he would announce
a postponement,” said Rep. Carroll
Hubbard Jr. uanYwLano the

ﬁ’eﬁmmm
emerged from
meeting with F' 'mey.ﬂndlvrth

-
Hl
il
ile:

The veto vote will come regardless of
whether Ford defers the second and third
stages of his tariff hikes.

‘The delaying bill passed the House last
manth by a 300 to 114 margin.

Oil Exporting Nations
Discuss Price Freeze

ALGIERS (AP) — Alu'hn President
Houar{

higher
$36.6 million increase request was based

the actual enrollment increase. Hobbs sald
Iatest figures show enrollment in state
colleges and universities is up 11.7 per cent
for the current year compared with last

ags ...l

“Bs: seball teams go south
ever spring to cripple their
yhlynmzeoudm,u.q
only stayed a couple of
weeks and they couldit
many of them burt in that
time, but now, they go south
18 300n as the season is over
and start training for the fol-
lowing season.

“Most all the men are in
good- shape when they go
down there. But they stay
till they get ‘em hurt, even if

o agreement on the plan but

decided to pass it on to the summit

There was no immediate to
the other leaders

present.

An report on

‘seasion said differences also had emerged

over the oll countries’

with consumer

Khadaty of Libya and the chiefs of state of
Irag, Nigeria and Indonesia also decided

ed.l:l’m:ml might be pre-
Theyl see the presentation of the
preliminary plat of Cedar Ridge Estates

SNOW BUNNIES — Three unidentified Oklahoma State Univer-
sity coeds made life a little more beautiful around Bennett Hall

persuaded
mmmdhm hﬂut&mbhuﬁml
the photog and several barechested male students

the girls to go back outside, then
who

-u-;d(m lnothrdwnuy and chased the hapless snow
bunnies. They ! ylﬂnﬂmwdocwlnmmmbnm
up. (News-Press photo by Fred Miller)

'OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— Owen Austin
went back on the payroll of the Oklahoma
Tax Commission Monday, ite Gov.
David Boren's protests. desp!

D. M. Berry, commission
said there is nothing in state law, ac-
cording to an opinion from State
Director Keith B. Frosco, to require
Austin’s dismissal.

Boren's press secretary, Rob Pyron,
said Monday that the governor wanted to
study the opinion before making any
comment.

Austin has been on voluntary lesve:
his Tax Commission job since he was ln-
dicted by a Tulsa County grand jury in No-
vember of 1973.

SHIPROCK, N.M. (AP) — Mﬂltln(
Indians Mn ended an eight-day
wwﬂmdmhﬂmlmmnhu}o
reservation, leaving behind conflicting
estimates of damage at the plant.

LONDON (AP) — Recovery crews'

"h uhdtu Inqndbh to be certain
ahout just how many mare bodies are still
down there,"” nld a fire brigade
spokesman.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Willlam T,

a cabinet post, has been by
Senate to be secretary of transportation,
a lawyer, suc-

?
:
i
%

with afelony charge of leaving the scene of
personal inj and a misdemeanor

were identified as
Stephen Ullrich, 15; Randy Long, 17, and
Bruce Orf, 13. Bruce Orf is a third cousin of
Mrs. Lyle.

L. P. Williams
Defends Hall

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— Former
State Labor L. P, Wiliams
'nldlhhrdemﬂj\nhdayhtlﬂmw
Gov. David Hall never tried to influence
lelemllmmalnllemplq-
retirement funds.

Willisms said Hall discussed a proposed
investment plan with him, but said he did
not feel influenced to vote one way or the
Other.

Williams, a member of the retirement
fund board who was appointed by Hall,
mummmbmmeplm
because “I thought It was a good in-
mtmmxmnu-wn»
vestment now.

Earlier todly Any. Gen. Larry

berry concluded his testimony in the
bribery trial of Hall and Dallas financier
W. W. “Doc” Taylor.
Da'ryberrywuquuhndnlu\cﬁxby
defense attorneys about his long-time
pﬂﬁn.l(qldwlﬁ Hln.plrﬂﬂlll‘lyf‘
garding bis of alleged state
mm-wm kickbecks during the Hall

Derryberry testified Monday that

if he would use his influence as chairman

of the | board that ldmlﬂnn state em-
in-
nmmto"l.mlmmwmlﬂ.m'hykr

Hlnldlhey'mlblhrBImDu.lb

conversations with Hall and Taylor.
Rogers, the chief witness against Hall

undercover for the FBI because he feared
he might be prosecuted.

mnmumdmnm.m
Exantiner and John M. Rogers
and “about 40" of his father's employes
were granted immunity from prosecution
by U. S. Atty. William R. Burkett last
November.

But he said they had done nothing wrong
and that had nothing to do with his decision
to report an alleged Dec. 3 bribe offer from .

Hall and Taylor are accused of at-

Out-Of-State Student
Cars May Be Exempt

e ool e college Sdents ron The aemption would agply
exempt out-of-state je rom ‘would to
Oklshoma auto and licensing which wu
requirements was approved today by the samne exemption for Oklahomans. Watson
House Revenue and Taxation Committee. said Utah is the only state which does not
As passed earlier by the Senate, fulltime exempt out-of-state students from the pur-

nonresident college and university chase of auto licenses.
students not be reqi Allo approved by the House Revenue
Oklahoma tags for their cars. The House  and Taxation Committee todny was a bill
ttee, however, adopted an amend- by Rep. Charles Cleveland, D-Tulsa, to
ment by Rep. George Camp, provide for issuance of vehicle license tags
Qty, to include in the once every {lve years instead of annually.
Clev the change would save
Rep. Neal McCaleb, R-Edmond, House  the state an estimated $2.5 million a year.
author of the bill, tried to head off Camp’s ~ Metal tabs would be used to update the
it would fi five-year license plates each year.

passage since any House change would Camp pointed out that the House already
send the measure back to the Senate. has passed a bill to provide for issuance of
Sen. Phil Watson, R-Edmond, told special bicentennial licenses next and
House panel that les were ot proposed an amendment to delay the five-

cycles.”

Watson introduced the bill as a result of
aruling by the state attorney general that
mdcuh college students, as well as

nonresiden

Rep. Warren Green, R-Tulsa, questioned
me advisability of gm to ﬂn-ynr tags
in view of the of new tag-
making equipment for the State

ts, were required to  Penitentiary at a cost of about $500,000.

nn'mue Oklahoma car car tags if they said even if the equipment

I'!lll!mdlnﬂleltltelm(arlllm”dm had to be junked or soid, the state still

Wm said the student year by using

would not cause any loss of revenue ﬁveyurnu.ﬂeadddthltm

because the State Tax Commission hasnot  legislators also feel the prison should be
required students to buy Oklahoma tagsin  taken out of the tag-making business.

Fire Station Located, Bike Path Studied

By LAWRENCE GIBBS
News-Press City Editor

City Commissioners Monday night
new northeast

sees stations located at Sixth and Brush

Creek Road and ane a half-mile north of
Road and Perkins Rosd.

But, back to the need for a third station,

City Manager Larry Gish received

cent of the money needed
umuumkpm-»:mtsum

Rddnﬁdmmolhedtywmﬂh

linked with park areas and commercial
parts of town during the project that could
take as long as 25 years to develop.

Commissioners have called for citizen
input on the proposal during a March 17
public hearing.

City Manager Gish estimated the cost at
$10 per foot for the sidewalk-like bike paths
along routes other than current streets.
On-street bike routes are estimated at
about $1 per foot.

Stillwater would contribute some $35,000
to match the federal share of $142,000.

Initially, the bicycle routes separate
from streets would seek paths constructed
from Perkins Road to Duck along Hall of
Fame Ave., on Perkins Road from Third to
Redbud Ave. north of McElroy and then

mhwuhkmnlﬂddmm
Lakeview and McElro;
‘lhvanulllnb:hﬂuplwm

route along Eighth from Kings Highway to
Husband,

In other action:
—-Cnmmlulonerl approved a 50-50

signs at other schools. They saw the great-
est immediate need at the Middle School.
— Ine bourd was told HUL has approved
changes o the city maintains its flood
insurance eligibility.
—Commissioners approved a $8,979.01
claim from Paul Burch Dodge to pay with

dnimplld the price went up from

$6,811.41.

—They approved a new lease with OSU
for the T-hangar at the airport with rental
income being the lease payment which in
g:nwplys off the note obtained through
A.
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US To Seek Soviet
Mid-East Peace Aid

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of
State Henry A. Kissinger today said the
United States would be in touch with the
Soviet Union in the near future on

the Middle East peace con-
ference in Geneva.

“'Ihlw-by-lup lvp'ﬂ'ldl" he pursued

said the real question is “‘whether we will
deliberately destroy an ally by withholding
aid.”

He referred to congressional resistance
to giving $222 million in emergency
$300

to arrange an Arab-

‘‘has suffered a setback,” Kissinger told a
nationally broadcast news conference, and

the situation now requires a new method.
He warned the Arabs and lsraelis to

moderate their public statements and

actions in what he said was still a time of

great danger.

“‘A moment of potentiaily grave danger
is nota time to , . enggage in recrimina-

tions,” Kissinger said.

He added in an indirect reference to the
Soviet Union that this is also not the time
for outside powers to act irresponsibly.

Saying he would entertain any other
ideas for a Middle East solution, Kissinger

stated that the Geneva approach now

the only alternative.
‘The United States is prepared to go to
anulndwmhlnmmﬂw,
the cochairman, about Mrﬂnl the
Gmnewllm,lunlu
Turning to Southeast Asia, Kl-ln;u'

Southeast Kissinger said. ‘““The
United States unnot pursue a policy of
nelecuve rellability.”

in one area reduces U.S.
lblllty to influence events in another, he
said.

Asked whether problems in getting
congressional approval for aid to In-
dochina was a factor in the breakdown of
his Middle East negotiations, Kissinger
said, “On the part of our friends it raised
the question of the durability of our assur-
ances.”

But he added that the major factor in the

P

action,

As to the Middle East, Kissinger said a
reassessment of U.S. policy there, ordered
by President Ford, “‘is not aimed against
Israel.”

‘The United States remains “irrevocably
comitted to the survival of Israel,”

Kissinger said.

‘The question of a reduction in aid to the
Jewish state is academic at this time, he
said, since the assistance request has not
been formally settled.

Israel has asked for $2.5 billion in
military and economic aid for the up-
coming fiscal year,

“We are not approaching this
assessment with an attitude cut-
ting aid, "Kluin(a'uld only at achieving

Kissinger declared thl! the United
States would support a Geneva format in
which separate negotiations took place, in-
stead of a mass discussion

But e said lsrael will have to realize it
might be necessary to deal ““with all Arab
countries’” at once, rather than one at a
time as during the step-by-step
negotiations.

Kissinger's step-by-step approach broke
down last week, ending a 16-day mission in
the Middle East, when Israel refused to
give up strategic areas of occupied land
without a public pledge by Egypt to
renounce war.

“I cannot assign any particular cause
for the of the talks,” Kissinger

Retired Judge Benched

Wall was busy. There was noone to
conduct arraignments for a bevy of
persons arrested over the weekend.
A robe was found — a clerk rounded
up and he went to work and heard about
lZcuubdorehe(otlnﬂm.uhhla

1‘odly be is conducting court in
Cushing.

Hearing On Frontier
Held, Being Studied

WASHINGTON — The Federal Civil

X dispute
wound in fast order Wednesday morning
and the situation is again under advise-
ment.

The Wednesday hearing was a re-
hearing of the case at Attorney Clee Fitz-
gerald, acting on behalf of the city of Still-
water, the Chamber of Commerce and
Oklahoma State University, continues his
efforts to avert an end of Frontier Airline
service to Stillwater, as previously ruled
by an administrative judge who found in
Frontier’s favor.

Fitzgerald said ﬁl’lylm'llb&
fore four of the five members of the board

asked the bureau of al
mwmmmmﬂuwg

“We are able to report
much jubilation on the part
of the disgracefully rich ele-
ment of the entire country.
They are celebrating the
country’'s return to Wall

Street.

“Wall Street never had
such a two weeks in the his-
tory of that ancient and hon-
orable institution as she just
went through. Stock, why
anything that looked like a
stock, would sell. People
would wire in ‘Buy me some
stocks! The brokers would
answer ‘What kind?’' The
buyers would wire back ‘Any
. kind, llnt they all wppoled
% togoup?”

November 23, 1924.

plndonmmhidyﬂwrupmledlt
the hearing,

Fitzgerald said the bureau presented the
CAB with an exhibit that showed the feder-

211 services to cities that had requires

subsidy.
TheCAB, .mdn;m Fitzgerald, asked
the bureau members to furnish figures on

everyphanwmodwlmmbddycuh
the $27 figure cited for Stillwa-

h'

“Frontier presented their argument that
we weren't entitled to service,” said Fitz-
gerald. “I followed by pointing out with the
schedule Frontier now provides us, it
would take three days for sameone to go to
a daytime meeting in Dallas and get back
to Stillwater using Frontier service.

said Fitzgerald. “But under the rules he
wasn't allowed to make any statement.”

‘The Sixth District congressman did tell
the News-Press today:

“1{eel very strongly that it is vital that
the CAB renounce its policy of providing
continued air service to large urban areas
at the expense of mid-America,” said En-

glish.

“In recent years, there’s been a trend to

subsidize the cities while neglecting the

populous areas. The current effort by
Frontier Airlines to cut out its already L-
mited service to this important rural and
college community is an excellent exam-
ple of an attempt by a carrier charged with
serving the public to limit its operations to
only the most profitable corridors.

“ sincerely hope that the CAB will con-
sider the serious implications of allowing
Frontier to phase out its rural service and
Turged the board to direct the company to
increase its service to Stillwater.”

Faisal Buried

BEIRUT, l.lblnon{AP)—Mlndlof
-unu bs mobbed the coffin of
Klng Faisal before the
mﬂsnd\eltnwmrchwn buried in an
unmarked grave Mny

It was the nnly public portion of the
rites proscribed by the

pnriunmul th-htlecto( Islam.

See related stories Page 23.

said. But, he added, there is no question
that events in Portugal, Greece, Turkey
and Indochina had an effect.

“‘On the part of our friends it raised the
question of the durability of our
assurances,” he said. “Since one of our
problems was to substitute American
assurances for physicial terrain features
this was a factor ..."”

“‘Nevertheless I think the major reasons
for the breakdown of the negotiations was
intrinsic to the negotiations themselves,”
. “But the circumstances
snrrvmd.il’ them certainly was not

Boren, Lawmakers
Pushing Support
For Langston U.

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)— Gov. David
Boren and legislative leaders agreed today

University after they were told the school
cafeteria can’t open Monday unless extra
provided.

have agreed tentatively to push the ap-
propriation through by the end of next
week to keep the financially troubled

school from closing.
food service department is com-
pletely broke,” Pyron said. “The school
faces students coming back from spring
break without being able to open the
cafeteria.”
He said Gery e, secretary of the

assurance the money would be co!

soon.
The $480,000 would provide Langston
with sufficient funds to finish this

Langston is searching for a new
president and emphasis is being placed on
finding a person with administrative
ability.

Pyrmnldubtﬂwnppmwhutmm
to forgive a state regents’ loan to Langston
also will be approved to help solve the
financial problem.
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BURYING 'EM DEEP — A backhoe and a frontloader,
operated by Oklahoma State University workmen, were busy

burying dead cows and calves in an 800-acre pasture
south of Lake Carl Blackwell, to avoid lake pollution. The

today

mlmhwmmdhysobwmey lKlndIlhnrmcher and

graves were dug

Kamm Orders Cattle
Burials In Lake Area

Burial of an undetermined number of
dead cattle, chiefly cows and calves, was
started this morning six-foot deep trenches
in a pasture on the south side of Lake Carl
Blackwell, by Oklahoma State Unlva'llty
officials. The number was estimated a
from 12 to 30.

The dead animals were being buried
where found over. an area of about 800
acres, north of SH 51 and west of SH 51-C.

Owner of the cattle is Bob Lindsay, a
rancher near Kingfisher, who leased the
pasture from OSU. 1t is belleved the ani-
mals died of malnutrition. Most of the
cows were in calving, or soon thereafter, it
appeared. There was no evidence of any
disease as a cause of death.

The dead cattle were discovered last
weekend when the Northern Oklahoma
Brittany Club beld field trials on the Lake
Carl Blackwell ares. Owners c
their dogs were bothered by the dead ani-
mals, some of which appeared to have
been there several days.

dent, Tuesday, he ordered immediate

clearance of the carcasses from the lake

were
vice president for business and finance,
and CLarence Beltz, assistant business
manager. University equipment, including
a backhoe and a frontloader, were being
used in the operation today.

President explained responsibility for
removing the dead cattle really was on the
owner, but because no delay was wanted,
with possible inclement weather Interfer:
ring, immediate burial was ordered.

“‘We couldn’t take a chance on contami-
lnling the lake,” President Kamm de-

Bellz said in talking with umu. lhe
owner reported he was having somewhat
similar deaths of cows on his ranch nur
Kingfisher, although the cattle there had
been on wheat pasture and had been fed
some hay. On the lake pasture apparently
thegrass available had been the chief food
for the cattle, plus some hay.

An abnormal mumber of deaths of cattle
has been reported in various places in
Oklahoma in recent weeks.

Rogers Powers Cuts
OK’d By House Panel

Rogers from two state statutory boards.
mwnmwuukmbyavmdlum
an appropriations bill. The move was
pushed by State Rep. Hannah Atkins, D-
Oklahoma City, and was backed by Rep.
“John Miskelly, D-mocuw' chairman of
the appropriations
Athnl and thnl],v uld the action was
based primarily on findings of a Senate
investigation of Rogers’ office last year,
The Senate probers found that Ruum
solicited campaign donations from his
employes and that the employes received
pay raises in direct ratio to the donations.
Under provisions of the bill, Rogers
would be removed from the State
Emergency Fund Board and the State
Archives and Records Commission--the
only two state statutory boards of which he
1s a member. He would be replaced by the
state auditor on the fund board and the
lieutenant governor on the archives
commission.

Both Atkins and Miskelly said the action
was “‘not a personal vendetta.”

“I just don’t see how we can allow a
department head to give raises based on
donations,” said Miskelly. He char-
acterized Rogars' office as “strictly a

service agency to the state of Oklahoma”
which probably should have been under
the merit system all along.

The measure would not require the
present 9 employes of the examiner and
inspector’s office to take examinations to
qualify for the merit system.

It would allow dwm to receln current

victims of Deep
wherethunlmlamlm\d (Photo by Bob McCulloh)

Alexander Top
Spender; King
Big Recipient

According to campaign and expendi-
tures reports Kendall King, candidate for
City Commission, has received the most in
contributions, but Joe C. Alexander has
had the most expenditures.

‘The second report was due from all can-
didates by 5 p.m. Monday in the office of
the Payne County Election Board.

Stillwater candidates reports showed
King with contributions of $1,121.10 and ex-

with his expenditures just under that at
§276.54.

Position Three candidate John F. (Jack,
Stone lists $257 in contributions and expen-
ditures of $22.78. His opponent, Mel G.
Wright, as of noon today, had not flled the
required report.

Other filing amounts received or™ éx-
pended in races in other cities include un-
successful Jessie Cook in Cushing, who
had no contributions, but spent a total of
$26.92. Lyman Eggner, who goes into the
Cushing race against Amie June Griffin,
listed his contributions as $132.60, and his
expenditures the same amount.

Omersﬂllnarepomlhﬁngmmm

Griffin, Be"yJ Roe, Walter H. Martin
and Donald Sneed.

‘Those who have falled to file this second
report are Danny Kinkade and Cora Lee
Stewart, both from Ripley; - Jack Haskins
lnd Charlotte Gould, both unsuccessful
in the primary. Mrs

by th
but would freeze thelr uhriu at that
point. “We didn’t want to punish the
employes,” said Mrs. Atkins. She said the
bill *will pmect em;ivyea w)» hlve been
asked to do something unethi
Rogmhuuprmdl}unplnlmﬂuthe
couldn’t operate his office under
restrictions of the merit system. “If he
feels that way, then he could ," said
Mrs. Atkins said, adding that agencies
placed under the merit system always
voice such complaints. “They can adjust.”
Last week, the House passed a bill

yvma-llumnlmixﬂuhrgetdun
impeachment resolution and Mrs. Atkins
is seeking to have John M. Rogers included
in the resolution. The House Rules Com-
mittee was to take up that matter this
afternoon.

Mrs. Atkins said she felt the ap-
propriations bill for Examiner and In-
spector’s office had a good chance of
passed by the full House.

Gwldhmemlycmdwltewlhmhﬂld
to file the first report also.

'WASHINGTON (AP) —
C. Weyand, Army chief of slnﬂ ll ﬂying to
Saigon with orders from President Ford to
assess the military situation and deter-
mine what additbonal help might be
needed.

SAIGON, South Viemam (AP) —
United States today r2gan a massive
refugee airlift from thry atened Da Nang
and also evacuated sone American of-
ficials from the consula. shortly after
E::Cmg rockets smasheC into the air

Doctors’

A Norman construction company was
apparent low bidder when the Stillwater
Municipal Hospml Trust Authority
Doctors’

Bmkﬂm‘hludly

ltumbecmmmdldjlmthm
new hospital facility.

Four of the 15 bids received came in
equal to or lower than the architect’s
$525,000 estimate. All bids were referred to
mnchlud for study and recommenda-

The four lowest bids were from Triad
Construction, Norman, $487,900;
& Short, Norman, $519,048; Paul Allison,
Inc., Oklahema City, $524,004; and E. V.
Cox, Oklahoma City, §525,000.

‘The other bids received were from Atlas
Construction, Oklahoma City, ml.ﬁ.
C. Bass & Sons, Enid, $543,360; J.
Construction, Oklahoma Clty, MJM
Cooper Brothers Construction, Okl
City, $542,721; Dunning Cunurumon,
Oklahoma ; Harmon Con-
struction, Oklahoma Clty, $604,000; Ron
Johnson, Oklahoma City, $532,606; Lam-
bert Construction, Stillwater, Méw

; rayco
City, $617,000; Stillwater Development
Co., Stillwater, $538,880.
The board also rewmed the adminis-
trator to prepare a list of probable rental
figures for the building to be presented to

the doctors who have expressed interest in
locating in the building.

In other business the board also ap-
proved just less than $12,000 in change or-
ders on the new construction. The changes
include drainage pip, the deletion of a
sterilizer in central supply and the addi-
tion of one in an operating room, lighting
changes in the parking lot and some
plumbing changes.

Construction manager Joe Mason told
the board the construction tower on the
east side of the new facility will be taken
down sometime this weekend — a move he
says is an important step in the construc-
tion process. He also said outside brick
work will probably be finished next week,

In concluding business, the board also

Building Bids Opened

gave its approval to the Utilizaticn Re-
view Policy the hospital must submit to the
federal government by April 1 to continue
receiving payment for Medicare nd

Medicaid patients. The policy provides he
means for review by the medical staff to
determine. if hospitalization of Medic re
and Medicaid patients was necessary

Hospital Administrator Bob Plrk td
the board the policy will make it necessa.
for the hospital to employ two addition.d
people to handle the necessary pap
work. The controversial policy is causir. {
some smaller hospitalsin the state to clo: e
since they can not meet the requirements
of the policy. Park assured the board th?
hospital can and will meet th}
requirements.
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WHAT RESPONDENTS LIKE MOST ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS

The following statements show what readers of the Stillwater News-

Press like most about that newspaper. Except for minor corrections--
misspellings, omissions, and grammar--the statements are transcribed
verbatim. Words, phrases, or statements denoting emphasis on the part
of the respondents have been capitalized.

A summary showing the frequency of each statement appears else-

where in this study. The statements were categorized into eight areas.
Advertising/Sales Areas

(The News-Press)* informs.us about services, sales, Etc., as well
as state and national news. (I like) the grocery ads... I like local
ads... Sales, News-In-Brief and public records. Area news and
advertisements.

Local advertisements ((sales, prices, etc.))** Sports, ads, and
local news. Want Ads and briefs. Grocery Ads and local news. Adver-

tising ((especially display ads)). Local business ads.
Editorial/Columnist Areas

Family Living Page. The front pagé; Dear Abby; Dr. Lamb. Lawrence
Gibbs' columns and stories. .Family Life -Section. Lee Bell's column.

Forum Page. L. M. Boyd column. Special byline.

( )* - My parenthesis

(( ))** - Respondents' parenthesis
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WHAT RESPONDENTS LIKE MOST ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS

Respondents"étatements showing what they like most about the
News-Press appeared on 206 (85.1%) of the 242 mail questionnaires. The
statements were divided into 33 categories. The chart below shows which

items are most "popular," and which are not.

No. of Approx. %

Times Frequency
Local News 129 62.62
General Content of the paper 49 23.78
Advertising/Sales & Services ’ 21 10.19
National News ' 19 9.22
State News : 19 9.22
Forum Page 10 4.85
Ron Holt (Sports) 10 4.85
Hospital News 8 3.88
International News 7 3.40
Family Living 7 3.40
Comics 7 3.40
Photogr;phs/Pictures 7 3.40
Page 2 of the paper : 6 2.91
Public Records 5 2.43
Front Page of the paper v 5 2.43
Lee Bell (Managing Editor) 5 2.43
L. M. Boyd (Columnist) 4 1.94

Dear Abby 4 1.94
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No. of Approx. %

Times Frequency
Print/Type-face 4 1.94
Radio/TV schedule 4 1.94
Church News 3 1l.46.
Micki Van Deventer | 3 1.46
Lawrence Gibbs (City Editor) 3 1.46
News-in-Brief/Nutshell 3 1.46
Dr. Lamb 3 1.46
Deaths/Obituaries 3 1.46
Crossword Puzzle 3 1.46
Women's Page 3 1.46
Pull-out Calendar of Events 1 0.49
Sande Tate 1l _ 0.49
Theater Listings 1 0.49
Weather 1 0.49
Will Rogers Says 1 0.49

A look at the table above tends to indicate that local news is
extremely "popular" among the readers of the News-Press. The paper
devotes most of its pages to the consumers who also buy the paper for
local news, city government, county news and news about the surrounding
cities.

Also popular are advertisements, national and state news. The
frequency which readers mention those items, along with sports, hospi-
tal news and the forum page, tends to indicate that the News-Press has

satisfied its readers.
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A very good home town newspaper. (I like) everything. It tries
to get all newsworthy events quickly. I like all the daily press.
Pull-out calendar of events. Its effort to build a better newspaper.

This is the best "home town" paper I have seen anywhere. Up-to-
date news. It is a fine paper--a family paper and certainly fulfills
the need of a TOWN paper. It is a good small town paper.

Everything in general. Information about elections and political
candidates. It has about the right kind of news in general. (I) hope
the News-Press doesn't ever put small town news like some newspapers
do.

Good overall newspaper coverage in this size town. Family news-
paper. Good plain English used. News about friends and people I would
not otherwise know.

Its all-around coverage--it seems to have something for everybody.
It gives good news coverage of the whole county (and) not just
Stillwater. News, is concise, interesting and up to the minute. News
in general.

I get what I want out of the paper. News;Press seems unbiased on’
most national issues but is too biased oﬁ local issues. It is a good
family news service.

It provides local coverage and enough national news to supplement

more detailed national coverage obtained from U.S. News and World

Report, or Newsweek, or Time.

It is the only paper in town. It is diversified on coverage.
Appeals to many. Relates well to the community.‘ Good appearance; news
coverage. Taking it all together I think we have a very good news

coverage. Getting the latest news.
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Stories and Women's page. Special articles by Micki Van Deventer
and Sande Tate. The Family Living Page--If the rest of the paper came
up to the quality of that section it would be a much better paper.

"Will Rogers Says...," public records and want ads. Editorial

page--it is local--the only one. Frank and Ernest cartoon.
Entertainment Areas

(I like) Comics; Crossword puzzle on TV Guide (schedule); TV

schedule. Theater listings. Feature articles.
General Contents

It's (published) daily. Community affairs--especially civic.
Church News. It supplements the TV.news very well. It is local,
national, and international in scope.

The News-Press has adequate general coverage. Choice of wire
service feature stories run and local writing such as by’general ones
((not especially fond of fashion, etc.--(I) get it from New York Times-
-personal taste)) by (Micki) Van Deventer.

Conciseness—--good all-around coverage. Good news coverage for a
small paper. Biggest .(Wednesday) part of it. I think it is a very \
good local newspaper. \It is small enough to read the whole paper each
day. Easy to read. |

General coverage and specific coverage on events in and around
Stillwater. Good, rounded news.

I think it is a good home newspaper. It's a local paper--with up-
to-date report on whatvhas happened pretty well in my town.

The way they covered the Friday 13th (1975) tornado! Outstanding
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pictures! Other articles like this are good.
Hospital News-Deaths-Obituaries

I like information on page 2. (I) would like more complete hospi-
tal news--admissions and dismissals. At least notice of deaths in sur-
rounding towns. |

I get what I want out of the paper--local news, hospital report,

etc.
Local-State-National-Inteérnational News

(I like the) local news in timely fashion. (It) provides only
source for this brief coverage of state, national, and international
. news, though limited. Best source of local news.

Local coveragé is good. Fair local news coverage. Choice of wire
service feature stories run and local writing such as by general ones

((not especially fond of fashion, etc. (I) get it from New York Times-

-personal taste)) by (Micki) Van Deventer.

What is happening to people here. I get a little home news.
Coverage of local, state, and national news...and follow-up on those
items. Easy to read. What it has to say concerning local news. It
has local as well as state and national news. Area news.

County and city news. The clearfcut and well-selected pictures
depicting local happenings--use of and treatment of local news most
commendable. It's local and has world news in brief.

Coverage of national and state news in relatively brief and con-

- cise form. Most of its news is local~--about local happenings and local

people. This is as it should be for the Tulsa and Oklahoma City, our
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state papers, can take care of the other news. It covers all the local
news very well. Community coverage and sports coverage are very good.

Balance of local, state, and national news items. Our town items,
corner meetings; comments on our government and news in general. The
impartial coverage of local news. News-in-a-Nutshell. Combined 1oéal
and international news and not too biased an opinion on things.

Feature articles; special columnists; review of City Commission,
meetings; public records; pictures of local events/happenings. Think-
ing news. News about friends and people I would not otherwise know.

It gives what we like to know about our city and world affairs.
Timely news. Covering of local news and news in neighboring towns.
City and national news. Emphasis on loc¢al happenings. The essential
national and state news and world brief;local news,of course.

Easy to read local news. News about clubs. Publicity of local
affairs. We get some of every type of news--local, state, ndtional and
world. News of community events. Front page. Many features. Bal-
anced coverage of the national, state and local news is what I like

most.
Photographs and Printing

(I) like the photos, state and school news. Quality of print and
pictures. Good typography and clean prints, also page 2 and Forum

Page, all seasons of the vyear.

The clear-cut and well-selected pictures depiéting local
happenings.

Use of photos, balanced content and make-up.



Sports (Ron Holt)

Ron Holt (Sports). Sports pagé. Local sports.

Sports coverage and community coverage is very good.

Sports news.

82
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WHAT RESPONDENTS DISLIKE MOST ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS

Respondents' statements showing what they dislike most about the
g9

Stillwater News-Press are transcribed verbatim except for minor correc-

tions--misspellings, grammar or omissions. Words used by the respon-
dents with emphasis have been capitalized.

A summary showing the frequency of each statement in the analysis
appears elsewhere in this study. All the statements were placed in

nine broad categories.
Advertising Areas

Advertising by similar groups of builders on helping to build some
new buildings, etc., also advertising-added section. Seldom use the
advertisements. Too much advertising. Too many ads. Too much adver-
tising on Wednesday that dilutes the news.

Too many ads on housing.
Bias and Inaccuracy

Sometimes bias in editorials. The TV schedule is not too accu-
rate. Some spelling "goof ups." Distorted, biased‘énd the sensational
aspect of reporting and interpretation at the beginnings of articles
and then the real facts come later toward the end.

(Wrong) sequence of names under pictures. Lack of accuracy ih
reporting local news--public board meetings, etc. The errors made in
the obituary notices. ((Corrections are normally made in the next

issue.))
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Editorials not carrying name of writer; too many errors in radio/
TV section. Too many inadequate headlines. Apparent bias included in
the text (concerning) local issues--contained in the text. Too many
grammatical errors. Mistakes on obituaries.

| Efforts to slant news items by choice of headlines. Efforts to be
"cute." Political bias--lack of coverage of our U.S. senators and rep-
resentatives' activities. Errors in reporting ((obvious occasional
mistakes--like getting the w?ong name of a person in a large picture)).

Too politically biased. Biased editorial columns. Typographical
errors and misspellings as well as incorrect names under person's pic-
ture. During election campaigns,'I find it to be a little too preju-
diced--should present both sides equally.

Wrong names and addresses with the story. Not enough care in
keeping stories and headlines and photos together. Errors in news
stories.

Mistakes--wrong names on a photograph. Canny editorials meant to
be funny. Omissions of news when adverse and related to News-Press or
family.

The death notice space is always biased toward News-Press associ-
ates. Copy apparently not carefully edited. Frequent errors; poor

editorial page. One sided--prejudicial.
Delivery/Circulation

No Saturday issue. Just when the boy doesn't get it on the porch.
Delivery service (poor). Delivery service is very poor--particularly
"in older sections of Stillwater. I rarely receive it before 6 p.m.,

and it's NEVER on the porch.
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Getting it one day late, as. we are on Rural Route, outside Payne

County.
Editorial and Columnist Areas .

Slanted city (municipal) reporting. The mayor is ONE commissioner
and your reporting of this, on occasions, (is) atrocious. Vindictive

bias of Lee Bell. Mayor Thomas' photograph everyday. News-Press back-

ing of City Hall.

Columns by Lee Bell and Lawrence Gibbs. Absence of editorials on
local issues. The inconsistency of use "editorials"--at times live
iésues ;¥e ignored; at times in a frivolous manner; occasionally the
crudity of writing can only be explained as gross lack of knowledge or
insensitivity to the individual citizen.

Tom Tiede. Use of national and sometimes state news stories ver-
batim with what is heard on TV news. Art Buchwald is a waste of time,
Tom Tiede ((?)) is too liberal and cynical. Prefer conservative based
writers.

Lee Bell's column ((or the comic page)). They are about the same.
Highly biased editors that support the business community.  Editorials
not carrying name of writers. Lee Bell's_obnoxious, ignorant, "porno"
column; James C. Stratton's "Footnotes and Fancies."

Lee Bell's and Lawrence Gibbs' articles. When they are really
- rank! Horrible! Bell and Gibbs give preferential treatment t6 the
pronouncements of Mayor Thomas--I sometimes question if the mayor and
the publisher are brothers-in-law!

The poor taste, trying-—to-be-funny column "Just Commenting.” It

tries to force its opinions,which are biased, on the readers. The
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foolish, immature remarks of Lee Bell's. Contenﬁ of special features
is consistently trivial--Lee Bell's humor is too often coarse, to say
the least. The syndicated columnists are of inferior quality as jour-
nalists. Editorials are too biased and don't pertain to anything other
than local gossip. (I) am tired of hearing Bell.

Absence of "punchy" local editorials. Uneven reporting of commu-
nity news ((too great an emphasis on Women's News)). Biased reporting
is not identified as editorial. I dislike nothing in the News-Press
but I am not interested in . . . editorials.

Not enough local editorials--need more sports coverage. Lee Bell
is too coarse. in his column in his attempts at humo?. (I dislike) per-
sonal reference as in the L. Gibbs' column, occasionally.

Lack of editorials pertaining to current front page news. (I dis-
like) Gamboling with Gibbs. I enjoy Lee Bell's column usualiy but his
constant referrals to "drinking"” and his use of barnyard 1apguage
detract from the professional quality of the newspaper and add abso-
lutely nothing to the material.

(I dislike) Don Oakley and Tom Tiede. Poor editorial page. Edi-

torials. Editor's column.
General Content

Its owners sometime print what they want and leave out bad news or
bad information about friends or business. The price (is too high).
Those glaring, toeo-big-identification signature cuts appearing all
over,and want ad page. Surely they can be of bettér taste and satisfy
publisher and client.

The lack of interest given to Stillwater people who contribute to
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the good of the community. There is too much "fashion" news about big
designers. Need better proof reading. It doesn't have enough women's
items, household hints, etc. It does not report enough on the poorly

managed street program in Stillwater. A reform movement is needed and
the press has its head in the sand.

Comics and related matter. There are not enough local pictures and
stories on the front page. Too much emphasis on women's meetings--not
enough on civic meetings.

Articles of death, gambling, etc., on first page. Reporting wrong
directions--reporter frequently doesn't know East from West 6r North
from South.

The News-Press controls all news media in Stillwater and I do not
feel this is free enterprise--it's monopoly. Using stories such as
what is decided at city commission meetings for front page leads.

It‘could carry feature stories regarding successful youth prbjects
--Stillwater is the home ((state headquarters)) of F.F.A., F.B.L.A.,
D.E.C.A., V.I.C.A., and 4-H. The tendency to overrate some things.

Printing of all the people who are fined for minor traffic viola-
tions and the exorbitant amount they have to pay. They don't follow up
on some stories. Favoritism to friends. Listing personal names for
first offenders of inattentive driving or minor charges. Enough gossip
goes on without (this column).

This paper doesn't seem to be in~depth enough. Uneven reporting
of community news ((too great an emphasis on women's news)). Cagned
news from the Associated Press. Too many recipes and pictures of food.
(I) would like good and not all the bad things that héppen. Personal

jibes at politicians is what I dislike most. It needs to have the
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future and markets in it like the Daily Oklahoman. Some carry photos--

not in good taste from my point of view.

Too many items of Oklahomabcity Commission squabbles. Out-of-town
news--one day later than other papers. Too many pictures of same uni-
versity officials. No "Mary Worth" or Apt. 3-G comics. Playing up the
stripping (streaking) and other bad things.

I feel that 0.S.U. activities don't always get enough coverage.
Use of word "subject" instead of "person." Local civic "leaders" arti-
cles and sports articles about women: example: Golf Championship and
Women's Golf Championship.

Calling ladies by their last names only. Omission of court news,

etc., which we later read in other papers. Lack of pictures and unfa-

vorable stories of Stillwater big shots.

Many important news stories are hot-tailed or incomplete. Propa-
ganda from City Hall. The editor and his opinions. Rare occasions an
item of derogatory nature is not to the best interest of the community.

Prejudices--the mayor is king--never does anything wrong. Men's

fashions. The women's page is a little heavy on fashion news.
Local-State-National-World News

Lack of world or national news...summafies. Not as full coverage
of national news. National and/or international news which I have
already heard on the radio during the day. We do not get enough local
news. I seldom read the non-local news that I read in Oklahoman and
get on TV. It does not cover statewide news as well as I would like.

Regarding headlines--too often the headline gives an impression of

guilt, bad intent, or improper conduct not substantiated in the



89

complete story. This is, or was, especially noted in regard to "Water-
p

gate" or other national and state reporting. Too much emphasis on
sensational or bad news. _
The society page is archaic! Almost no area news. Spotty nation-

al and international news. Sometimes too much world news, not enough

local news or stories. Not enough national and international news.
Photographs and Printing

At the time, the ink gets your hands so dirty. Poor ink or.paper—
-it rubs off on hands, clothes or anything. There are not enough local
pictures and stories on the front page. The print comes off too easily.

No speqial dislikes~~other than ink on hands after reading. The
black hands I have when I have finished reading the paper. Printing

could be plainer and larger.
Sports

Lack of national sports summaries. Probably too much emphasis on’
sports. Poor sports page. Sparse sports coverage. Sports section is
of no interest to me but I realize you'd be dead without it. (Lack of)
national news, especially sports. Sports--except local sports. Need
more sports coverage. Another page could be devoted on weekends~-maybe
carry syndicated national sports column. Covering of national sporting

events is sparse. Some sports.
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WHAT RESPONDENTS DISLIKE MOST ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS

Respondents' statements showing what they dislike most about the
News-Press appeared on 156 (64.46%) of the 242 mail questionnaires.
Dislike statements were gathered into 33 categories. The chart below

shows what items in the paper tend to be most "unpopular."

No. of Approx. %

Times Frequency
General Content of the paper 20 12.82
Lee Bell (Managing Editor) 18 11.54
Inky Type ("gets hands so dirty") ) 10 - 6.41
Insufficient Local News 9 5.77
Errors in Names 8 5.13
Bias in Editorials 8 5.13
Lack of/Insufficient National Sports Summary 8 5.13
Lack of Local Editorials 7 4.49
Errors in General v 7 4.49
Too Many Ads ‘ 6 3.85
No Saturday News-Press 5 3.21
Lawrence Gibbs' (City Editor's Column) 5 3.21
Insufficient National News 5 3.21
Poor Delivery Service ) 5 - 3.21
Court Briefs 4 2.56
Political Bias ‘ ‘ 4 2.56 "
Insufficient International News | ‘ -3 1.92

Misleading Headlines 3 1.92
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No. of Approx. %

Times Frequency
Favoritism | 3 1.92
City Government reporting 3 1.92
Comics 3 1.82
Price (of the paper) 3 1.92
Slanted reporting 3 1.92
Too Much Sports ; 1.92}
Tom Tiede 3 1.92
Fashion (Males & Females) 2 1.28
Monopoly of news by the News-Press 2 1.28
Misspellings 2 1.28
Errors in the TV Schedule 2 1.28
Insufficient News on the Women's Page 2 1.28 ;
Too Much Emphasis on Women's Page 2 1.28
Art Buchwald (Columnist) 1 0.64
Insufficient Ads 1 0.64
Don Oakley (Columnist) 1 0.64
Photo in bad taste 1 0.64
Insufficient Loeal Photos on front page 1 0.64
Prints (Not large enough) 1 0.64
Insufficient State News 1 0.64
Poor Sports Page 1 0.64
Stratton (Columnist) 1 0.64
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Ninety—tWo percent of the respondents (222) felt that the News-
Press is a good family newspaper, while 3.3l percent (eight) did not
believe it is. Twelve respondents were neutral. Among those three
groups, 30 statements were made as to why each group felt the way it

did. The comments made are shown below. (The letter "M" denotes male

while "F" denotes female.)

STATEMENTS DENOTING NEWS-PRESS AS GOOD/BAD FAMILY NEWSPAPER

Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents
No The News-Press is too biased on opinions; you Retired M
can read their opinions on most any article.
Yes Except for city briefs. Univ. M
Yes Except once in a great while otherwise.
Yes Excellent but I hope you can get the editorial Prof.
effort greatly improved. Emeritus M
Yes Most of the time.
No It COULD be. Lee Bell's GARBAGE (Just Com—
menting) should be eliminated. 1It's crude,
ignorant and REPULSIVE.
Yes Except for Lee Bell's and Lawrence Gibbs' Housewife F
articles WHEN they are REALLY RANK. Horrible.
Yes I know they "cull out" a lot that they collect
to give a better paper.
Yes Generally. Engineer M
Yes For the most part. I think news and comments Retired

on sex matters could possibly be more limited. Teacher F
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Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents
Yes Except for poor taste: trying-to-be-funny column,
"Just Commenting." It tries to. . .
Yes . + « force its opinions, which are biased, on Prof. M
the reader.
No Lee Bell's vulgarity. I wonder if parents Teacher F
like their children to read "Dear Abby," those
very intimate marital problems.
Yes Except we need to put the good things which
people do on the front and second pages; all
sensational news should be back page. It takes
character, honor and determination to win
success.
No Let Gibbs replace Bell. I dislike Bell's Prof. M
small mind.
Neutral Most of the time. I don't like some of the Housewife F
off-color stories written, especially by
Bell and sometimes Gibbs.
Yes Up to a point. M
No I think some of the pictures are too gruesome. Teacher F
Neutral In general, I do not approve of crude lan- Retired
guage in Lee Bell's "Just Commenting." Prof. M
No It is too prejudiced in certain aréas and
that exhibits poor taste. No sweat as far
as sex goes.
Neutral Not always. Most of the time "Yes." Some Entomologist
of the photos carried on front page. M
Yes Except in a few instances of Bell's remarks. CPA M
Yes Except for Bell's and Gibbs' columns at times. = Merchant M
No Let's not show the marijuana plants so much. Housewife F
I like kids and I think punishment to make
headlines is poor taste.
No Because there are so many good, good people, Sales Clerk

but the bad ones are always played up. F !
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Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents
Yes Except for "Code #One." Some stunts are NOT Retired
newsworthy. Educator F
Yes With exception: It's time for it to take Prof. F

another step, for it HAS been trying, I think,
toward dignified coverage of women as well as
men; toward placement of the stories about
women's achievements as well and importantly
as men in ORDER TO BE A GOOD INFLUENCE ON BOTH
BOYS AND GIRLS!

Yes Could have more humorous cartoons as "The
Girls."
Neutral Generally, but not in all aspects at all

times.

Homemaker F

Educator M
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RESPONDENTS' GENERAL COMMENTS ABOUT

THE STILLWATER NEWS-PRESS

The following statements were added by respondents at the end of

the question sheet.

General Contents/Performance

The News-Press is a fairly good family newspaper, except when Lee
Bell (Managing Editor) decides to be more "screw ball" than usual.
Sometimes his "clever remarks" are actudlly rather crudely obtuse.

Betty Wilson is your best reporter. I think it is above average.
They (my comments) are not good so I do not choose to write them.

Like all reporters I wish they would do a little more checking for
autﬁenticity before they print articles. (I) am fully satisfied with
everything but the price (is) too high. (The newspaper is) above aver-
age for cities of this size. Only good. Just that the News-Press is
part of the family. It is nice to know‘some of the people who work for
the News-Press.

A quality community newspaper of good style covering the news
field and presenting first-class advertisements. Family Living editors
and feature writers do exceptional work for a smaliitown newspaper.

"Last Week's News Review" Sunday column is viewed as an appropri-
ate addition. Many readers are away for brief periods. I wish they

would put in some good jokes or comical incidents, etc., even on front
\

page.

We think the Stillwater News-Press is a wonderful newspaper.

Sometimes a good paper, other times not so good. (I) guess it does all
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right for a local paper.

For STILLWATER, the News-Press is excellent. I read news maga-
zines to keep informed NATIONALLY. I think it is a fine newspaper. I
think it is an all-round good newspaper.

Being personally acquaintea with most of the persoﬁnél and being a
printer, I have a great deal of admiration for the fine job they do in
bringing the community a good newspaper. We enjoy it. It is an excel-
lent paper; I wouldn't be without it.

I don't care for the small format for the heading on the paper.
Astrology column (is) an appeal to gross ignorance. Most comics are a
waste of space as far as I personally am concerned. A pewspaper of
superior quality otherwise. I like it. For the most part, I like the
News-Press.

(I) just need better carriers. I think you~should think for your-
self more and not all the mayor says. I think it is an outstanding
newspaper, particularly for a city the size of Stillwater and consider-
ing the size of Oklahoma State University for news to be covered also.

They print too much like pictures of the strippers (streakers) and
not enough pleasant ones. I prefer "Stillwater News-Press" to extend
across entire page as formerly. Good paper for its size.

A farm community should get more farm news. Courteous staff and
helpful, talented writers. . Very pleased with it generally. Further, I
believe it will continue to give attention to enlightened coverage of
both men and women, as it has in the past with Photographs of the
newly-formed girl sports activities.

For a town Stillwater's size, I think it (is) an excellent paper.

First class paper. A great newspaper. For a city the size of "
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Stillwater, I feel the News-Press is outstanding. The only complaint I
have is the ink that comes off on the hands while reading.

Quotes in articles could sometimes be more accurate when quoting.l
It is a better than average small town newspaper. It's too high in
price for paper: $24 is plenty. Caters too much to university's
problems.

I like to read the livestock market daily. Headlines need to be
more complete: information to capsule lead paragraph or éaragraphs is
needed--more attention to headline writing needed--or, use of sub-heads.

We wish the News-Press would publish the wheat market price every-
day and get it from Stillwater Mill. ((Some newspapers have it every-
day.)) Good newspaper.

Not enough pictures and youth features such as 4-H, Scouts. These
are very important to the future. Would like to have the Farmers Mar-

ket added to it. Very good daily. I like the News-Press. I think it;
is a good local paper. ;

(The) paper is written and edited for the reguiar reader only, noﬁ
newcomers. Uneven quality: concise and simple ranging to clumsy and k
inexperienced (especially city government year-in and year-out). E
Sports coverage full, but often poor in judgment. Paper okay consider{
ing small town mission and probable low salaries. It seems satisfac-

tory to me.

I have told the publisher I think Stillwater has the top paper of

Oklahoma. It is good. I have a real good delivery boy=--neighborhood
boy. I feel it is a good newspaper but like all publishers they try to

impose their ideas on the reader without a'true reflection of the |

opposition. ' ‘ o
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Really newsworthy items (are buried); for example, recently a YOung
man was killed in a fall from Horsethief Canyon at Perkins--the News-
Press carried the item in the inside pages. I just feel that it's a
shame that a university community doesn't have a better-quality paper.

I like the general format and news coverage. Good paper. I think
it is a pretty good paper in spite of some of its faults. I know I
would miss it if we didn't have it. I think Stillwater is iarge enough
for two papers. I think they strive not to print gossip and get the
facts right.

Needs competition. Some good ﬁews‘along with all the bad news.

It is a good local paper. Best! Berry's World and Will Rogers Says...
It is a good paper. I like it just as it is. The ink ALWAYS rubs. I
enjoy it most of the time.

It has improved over the past 25 years. It is a good newspaper:
for this size community. It does make errors though. I am glad the
survey is being made and hope its results will be made available to me
and the News-Press.

The unevenness of reporting needs to be changed before it will
become a newspaper and not the publisher's private voice. Dig for
facts and print them.

Too many impractical recipes and pictures of féod. For a town the
size of Stillwater, I think the News-Press is a good newspaéer. I like
it very much.

It is a poor example of professional journalism. Its family and
social pages are good. Special columns are readable. I would like the
"Prayer and Bible/Thought" boxed and placed in a top position. I would

like more household hints, more about flowers, shrubs, lawns and birds.
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I enjoy news from Glencoe, Guthrie and other areas. Club news and
stories of people. Neighborhood-type news written by people not News-
Press reporters. I think it would help prevent shoplifting if names of
those arrested were published. I dislike paying ((indirectly)) for
.their crimes.

It is a real value to read. 1It's great. I do enjoy it. It is a
very good local newspaper for Stillwater. I am used to it and would
miss it very much. I like the LOCAL coverage to keep me abreast of
people and happenings.- |

I especially like the entire article on one page without having
each story "continued" on an inside page! I used to like reading high
school news. It was a weekly feature on Fridays. They do some good
things up there. Maybe it could be a monthly feature.

Journalistically poor in many ways. I sometimes think they fail
to cover some important stories thinking everyone takes Oklahoma City
or Tulsa paper.

I think it's a fine paper. I especially like "Dear Abby," Comics

and TV guide (schedule) though I read it all. Also Dr. Lamb.
Editorial/Columnists Areas

Lee Bell's column is a waste of printer's ink and the energy
required to print it ((whatever it is!))

Did you read Lee Bell's latest distasteful comment? —-\"Sec;etaryr
Joﬁn Rogers treats his wife the same way he treats the peﬁple of
Oklahoma...he got her pregnant!"™ That CRUDE, PRIMITIVE, érap should be
eliminated. LEE BELL should be FIRED!

Take out Boyd or Buchwald on Forum Page and give us instead
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another good liberal commentator. I think it to be a'very good news-
paper and would not object to more editorializing by local editor on
pertinent issues.

Move Lee Bell to back page, in fine print ((ha)). I am very dis-
appointed that Art Buchwald's "material" clutters the space where one
would expect an editorial. Surely, the local News-Press staff could
write something more worthy of the space, or they could again go to
outside sources for help, and make a better choice.

Omit Lawrence Gibbs' hobby column. I think it would be advisable
to use Associated Press style throughout the paper. I hope during the
bicentennial year of '76 the News-Press will have daily reports of what
happened 200 years ago and maybe use coiored inks for its headlines.
We certainly enjoy "Will Rogers Says...." A great addition to the
front page.

I do not like Lee Bell--biased, uncouth ((educated but dumb)), the
paper would be better off without him. I do feel that Bell's personal
remarks are uncalled for.

Really a good small town paper--Suggestions: a) Not enough com-
munity leadership through consisteht,timely editorials.

. Y

b) (I) would like to see it more intellectually stimulating via
editorials, better columnists, etc.

c) (I) would like to see much more citizens' participation on
Forum Page through letters.

Fire "Lee Bell."
Bias and Inaccuracy

A bias (is a) very poor excuse for a community paper. News-Press
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favors (the) university too much. Prejudice is not too frequent and
can be seen through so it's not that bad a paper--An expanded "O'Colly"

(OSU's Daily 0O'Collegian). A very fine paper. Contains very few

errors--this wasn't always true!

Quité often the names of people under the pictures are wrong.
Hospital Briefs

What can be done to improve the Hospital Notes. My only criticism
is about the hospital news--names of thése who enter. May be the fault
of the patient rather than the News-Press.

I think it would be so helpful if the Hospital Admissions were
listed in full each day; so many péople do not know their friends are

in the hospital until after they are about to be dismissed.
Local-State-National-International News

More information of national interest; this town is highly popu-
lated with people interested in national events. I feel they do a very
good job of covering local news.

Since I subscribe to metro paper I like for News-Press to be more
oriented to local news. I think they do a fair job of disseminating
the local news and a "lousy" job on world news. They copy what some

one also said the day before.

National news is usually one day behind the Daily Oklahoman. As a
rule—--(it) keéps one informed of local happenings and promotes commun-
ity projects.

The following statements were made by those respondents who felt

that some items on the front page of the News-Press should be moved to.
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the inside pages. Although made by only a minority (13%) of the

respondents, some of the comments deserve a closer look (see data on

this and following page).

FRONT PAGE CONTENTS-~-MOVE/STAY?

Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents
Yes Pictures such as the pig of Jan. 5, 1975. Attorney M
It was a waste of good space.
No For the most part I trust the judgment of Nurse F
those who make the decisions.
Yes CIA items--its an old worn-out subject. Retired M
Some day the true story will come along.
Yes Some items such as the following examples:
Jan. 5--"1974 was a wet year...." Mar. 4--
"0il Exporting Nations Discusg...."
Yes National news. Prof. M
Yes National and international news--also state OSU-Editor
news unless it relates to the Stillwater Emeritus M
community.
Yes "Will Rogers SayS...." Prof. M
Yes The item What Will Rogers Says.... Omit Teacher F

that completely.

Yes Some of the minor national news should be
back page.
Yes National news--Quit trying to compete with

state paper. Ho-hum state news.

Yes All the articles we've read about in the
morning paper.

Yes Move local stories.

Business F

Engineer M

Housewife F

Teacher M

\
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Type of

Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents

Yes All crime stories should be placed on the Retired F
back pages; too much emphasis is placed on
crime.

Yes Pictures--those without stories Student M

Yes Unimportant state and national news Housewife F

Yes Human interest (stories) only. Election to Prof. M
local club offices.

)

Yes Would like gruesome pictures moved to inside Teacher F
pages (or out).

Yes Crime and sex stories should hot make front Self-Emp. F
page stories. Good news should come first.

Yes Any human-interest stories. Retired F

Neutral I'll leave this to those who put out the Homemaker F
paper.

Yes I think Jack Stone's complaint about giving Retired Ag.
the mayor more favorable coverage was jus- Research M
tified. '

Yes Those of harm to others. There are plenty ‘Sales-Clerk
of good things happening to cover the front F
page.

Yes Good news and propaganda Prof. M

Neutral Let them run their own paper the way they Self Emp. M
want to do it.

Yes "Will Rogers Says..." and news in a nutshell. Home Econ. F

Yes Give short factual report of crime, no Prof. M

photos and move to the inside. You make it

too exciting.

Most of the 242 respondents did not feel that any items



104

should be moved from the inside pages to the front page. The following
comments were made by the 20 (8.3%) who said some items could be moved
to the front page. Two hundred and eight (86%) felt that no items
should be moved from the inside to the front page (see data below

and on following page).

SOME ITEMS ON THE INSIDE PAGES--SHOULD
THEY BE MOVED TO THE FRONT PAGE?

Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S ; Respondents
Yes Local and state news--pertaining to parents Teacher F
with children, school, etc.
Neutral Local news--especially about the good and
outstanding things accomplished by local
people.
Yes The things our young people do that are good Housewife F
should certainly be front-page news. '
Yes Some local and state and national news of Vet. Dr. M
major impact.
Neutral Stillwater news. Housewife F
Yes Church news occasionally. Retired F
Yes Local honors. ‘ ' v |
Yes Only what would be considered newsworthy State Emp. M
local news items to replace less worthy '
national or international news stories.
Yes Really newsworthy items; for example, Teacher M
recently a young man was killed in a fall
from Horsethief Canyon at Perkins--the
News-Press carried the item in the inside
pages.
Yes Local news of interest--pictures of good Housewife F

things instead of fools.
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Type of
Responses S T A T E M E N T S Respondents
Yes Accomplishments of local people, especially Retired
the youth. Teacher F
Yes Iocal and area news. Engineer M
Yes More local news and stories. Local Busi-
nesswoman F
Yes The national and international news in brief.
Yes Locally written and identified editorials Editor
...concerned with the Stillwater community. Emeritus M
There seems to be a void in editorials cover-
ing the local affairs.
Yes State and local news. Prof. M
Yes More emphasis given to featuring local news Prof.

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

on the front page.

I would like movies ads =-- on some pages
besides one, two or three.

A few now and then...with careful attention
to balance between achievements of men and
women.

Stories relating the good relations between
Stillwater's largest business (0OSU) and
businesses.

I think people read the News-Press for local
news and information. More of this should
appear on front page.

The date, or day,on particularly the front
page is too hard to find in a hurry. To a
degree the inside pages too.

"News in Brief" without advertising, and
News in a Nutshell.

Everything that pertains to city government
or running City Hall.

Emeritus M

Homemaker F

Prof. F

Ag. Prof. M

Librarian M

Merchant M

Adm. Asst. F
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