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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
TRANSMITTING ' '

Draft of a bill for the relief of the Hastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

JuLy 8, 1892.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, July 7, 1892.

SIr: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication
of 6th instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and accompany-
ing draft of a bill for the relief of the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians in North Carolina. ‘

This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Iuterior to use so much of
the fund to the credit of these Indians on the books of the Treasury as
may be necessary for the payment annually of taxes upon such of their
lands as are held in common, and also for the payment of the taxes
that have already accrued and are now due on said lands.

The necessity tor this legislation is shown by the letter ot the Com-
missioner and the matter is presented ivith request for the early and
favorable consideration of Congress.

I have the hondr to be, very respecttully,
JoaN W. NOBLE,
Secretary,
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, July 6, 1892.

SIr: On the 16th of December, 1891, this office submitted a report
upon the application of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, through
their council, for the authority of the President granting them per-
mission to sell certain tracts of timber on what is known as the Cath-
cart tract or survey, which authority was duly given by the President
on the conditions stated in said report. Instructions were issued and
sent to Agent Blythe February 16, 1392, informing him of the granting
of said authority and of the conditions stipulated, and directing him
and the other members of the committee, duly appointed by said coun-
cil, to advertise the timber for sale and to invite proposals.

A form of bond and of contract, to be executed by the successful
bidder, were prepared by this office, as well as form of advertisement
in conformity to the stipulations aforesaid and with the sanction of the
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