


2 REMOVAL OF THE GREAT AND LITTLE OSAGE INDIANS.

DEPARTMENT OT TIIE INTERIOR,
OFTFICE OT INDIAN ATFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., January 29, 1873.

Str: I have the honor to state that the Cherokee treaty of 1866, (Stat.
at Large, vol. 14, p. 799,) ceded to the United States, for the settlement
of friendly Indians, all the lands of the Cherokees west of the 96th me-
ridian. The 12th section of the act of Congress approved June 175,
1870, (Stat. at Large, vol. 16, p. 362,) provided for the sale of the Osage
lands in Kansas, the removal of these Indians to homes in the Indian
Territory on the Cherokee ceded lands, and the payment out of the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the said lands in Kansas for the lands thus to be oc-
cupied by the Osages in the Indian Territory. The act of Congress ap-
proved June 5, 1872, (Stat. at Large, pamp. ed., p. 228,) confirmed to the
Great and Little Osages that portion ot the Cherokee lands referred to
in said treaty of 1866, lying between 96° west longitude and the Arkan-
sas River. :

The number of acres thus confirmed cannct now be definitely ascer-
tained, in the absence of some of the plats of survey, but the area, as
nearly as can be, is estimated at 1,650,529.03 acres, which, at the rate of
one dollar per acre, (which is probably as high a rate as will be decided
tipon,) would amount in round nambers to $1,650,600, a sum that will be
sufficient to make payment for the same.

That the Cherokees may receive pay for the lands thus sold to the
Osages, it will be nceessary that said sum of $1,650,600, or as much
thereot as may be required, should be transferred from the amount re-
ceived for the sale of the Osage lands, as aforesaid, to the credit of the
Cherokees, and this sum placed at the disposal of the Seeretary of the
futerior, to enable him to invest the sum as provided in the 23d artiele
of said Cherokee treaty of 18G6.

I have, therefore, caused to be prepared and inelosed herewith an
amendment to the Indian appropriation bill now pending before Con-
gress, the same to be inserted after Iine 963 of said bill as it passed the
Senate, and respeetfally recommend that the sawne be laid before that
body for its {favorable cousideration and action.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
I R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.

The Iton, SECRETARY O I INTERIOR.

Provided, That the Sceretary of the Treasnry is heveby aulhorized and directed to
transfer from the proceeds of sale of the Osage Tndian lands in Kansas, made in ac-
cordance with the twelfth scetion of the act of Congress approved July fifteenth, one
thousand eight hundred and seventy, the sum of one million six hundred and fifty
thousand six hundred dollars, or so much thercof as may be necessary, and to place the
same on the books of his Department to thie eredit of the Cherokee Indians, in accord-
ance with the act of Congress approved June {ifth, one thousand cight hundred and
seventy-two, entitled “An act o contirm fo the Great and Little Osagoe Indians a reser-
vation in the Indian Territory,” and the acts of Congress and treatios therein mentioned
and referred to, whenever the amount to be so transferred shall be certified to the said
Sceretary of the Treasury by the Seerctary of the Interior. And the Secretary of the
Interior is hereby autborized to draw from the Treasury, by requisition in due form, the
amount so transferred, and invest the same in United States registered stocls, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the tweunty-third article of the Cherokee treaty of July
ninceteenth, one thousand cight hundred and sixty-six.
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