


























10 LAND IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

Congress at its approaching session will be found the text of an agreement between
these bands and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by which the Indians relinquished
all their elaims on account of lands formerly held by them, and of which they were
dispossessed without their consent, and the Government on its part confirms to them
the tract now in fact occupied by them. Effect should be given to this agreement by
Congress at as early da'e as practicable. The claims relinquished have been long
before Congress, and may or may not have merit, a question not here considered; but
it is equally for the interest of the Governmeut and of the Indians that these bands
should be put as early as practicable in the way of self-support, a result which will
be greatly forwarded by coufirming to them a permanent home. (Page 44.)

These extracts show that this delegation had authority to make the
agreement. They also show that the consideration for the relinquish-
ment of their claims to land was the fact that by such relinquishment
they secured nndisputed title to a large tract of country, their right to
which had theretofore been questioned.

There is no question in my mind but that the Wichitas and affiliated
bands, by the agreement ot October 19,1872, relinquished all claim which
they might have had before that date to any and all lands within the
United States, except the reservation now occupied by them; and had
the agreement been confirmed by Congress at the time, as it should have
been, its validity would never have been disputed or questioned.

It is also claimed on behalf of the Wichitas that they were promised
remuneration for their losses incurred in consequence of the hostility of
the Comanches, provoked by the slaying of so many of their people by
the troops of the United States, and the consumption of their fields of
corn by those troops, and onbehalf of the Texas Indians that they were
assured that they would be paid for all losses incurred by reason of
their hasty removal.

As to the claim of the latter Indians, Superintendent Neighbors re-
ported, under date of September 3, 1859, that on the 1st of that month
he turned over to Superintendent Rector all the Indians and Govern-
ment property, after returning to the Indians all their property of every
name and nature. ,

Superintendent Rector submitted an estimate of funds required for
the Wichitas and affiliated bands and for the “Texan Indians” for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1861, aggregating $137,667.50, including an
item of £10,000 for building houses in lien of those abandoned in Texas.

An aggregate appropriation was made of $121,260 for these Indians,
one of the purposes named being ¢“for building houses in lieu of those
abandoned in Texas” (12 Stat., 56), and this phrase is repeated in the
appropriation bills for the succeeding years up to and including the year
1864, the amount appropriated for the Texas Indians being $22,825, and
for the Wichitas $37,800, annually. The same amount was also appro-
priated for the year ending June 30, 1865, and smaller amounts for suc-
ceeding years. Ior the year ending June 30, 1871, 840,000 was appro-
priated to promote the civilization, comfort, and improvement of the
Wichitas and other affiliated bands and Indians in country leased from
the Choctaws; and appropriations varying in amount from $15,000 to
$50,000 have been annually made since that year for the same purpose.

These Indians are not entitled to annuities by any treaty stipulations,
and it is believed that the liberal appropriations made by Congress for
their benefit during the last twenty-three years have amply discharged
any and all obligations, moral or legal, resting upon the Government on
account of promises made by its agents at Ifort Arbuckle or elsewhere.

I have gone into this question at considerable length because of the
extravagant claims made in behalf of the Wichitas, and because of the
various and respectable sources from which appeals in their favor have




























































































































































































































