
LETTER 
FROM 

TH'E SECRETARY OF STATE, 
TRANSMITTING 

Oorrespondeno_e relative to providing against the sale of intoxicants to 
Canadian Indians. 

APRIL 19, 1890.-Read, referred to the Committ.ee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
, to be printed. , 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 18, 1890. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information aml 
: co·ost•cteJ~atlLOn of the Senate, a copy of a note from the British minister 

this capital, calling attention to the fact that there is no law in force 
the United States to prevent the sale of liquor to Canadian Indians, 

asking whether there is any disposition on the part of this Gov­
r ~rilm.:mt to supply the legislation needed for the protection of those 

I also transmit a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the 
~J.n.ter·ior, inclosing a report from which it appears that the Commis­

of Indian Affairs favors an amendment to the law prohibiting 
of intoxicating liquors to Indians, making it applicable to all 
furnishing liquor to Indians within the United States, without 
to the relations said Indians bear to this Government, and 

r:: w1rr.n•rmt reference to whether they or their tribes are under the charge 
a United States Indian agent or not. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEVI P. MORTON, 
President of the Senate. 

JAMES G. BLAINE. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 26, 1890. 

SIR: 1 have the honor to transmit herewith for your information~ 
of a note from the British minister under date of the 14th ultimo, 
er wit.h copy of the "pro memoria" of the 20th of June last~ 

"'14'1:i~'I:J•.u referred to, upon the subject of the prohibitory clauses of the 
regard to the sale of intoxicants to Indians. 
minister desires to know whether or not this Government ha.~ the 

PsllOSiti(Jm to so amend the law as to make it applicable also to Cana-
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dian Indians, and I have the honor to request that you will acquain 
me with your views as to the sufficiency of the present law. and 
feasibility, should such act,io:J;l be deemed necessary, of a compliance, 
amendment, with the wishes of Great Britain in the premises. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES G. BLAINE. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

WASHINGTON, February 14, 1890. 
SIR: On the 19th of June last I bad the honor to communicate to you 

a ''pro memoria" inquiring, under instructions from my Government, 
whether the United States Government were disposed to amend the 
prohibitory clauses of the law in regard to the sale of intoxicants to 
Indians in their country in such a way as to make it also applicable to 
Oanadian Indians. I now have the honor to inquire whether any action 
bas been taken or is likely to be taken during the present session of 
Congress with a view to the suggested amendment of the law in 
question .. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 
Bon. JAMES G. BLAINE, etc. 

[Pro m~mwria.] 
The agents of the department of Indian affairs in the Dominion of Canada hav& 

frequently made representations as to the facility with which Indians at 
points on the Canadian sicle of the boundary line between the United Sta 
Canada can obtain intoxicating liquor from traders and others in the United 

Unofficial communications have taken place with the Commissioner of 
Affairs at Washington in regard to the matter, with the result that it 
intimated by that officer that there is no law in force in the United States ton .. .,,..,. .. ,,., _., 
the sale ofliquor to Canadian Indians, though penalties are inflicted under 
upon the parties who sell intoxicants to Indians who reside within tho United States. 

The law in force within the Dominion prohibits the sale or gift of intoxicants 
Indians generally, whether residents of Canada or in the UnHed States, and n'l'nuin.--~, 
penalties which may be inflicted npou any party conYicted of violating the same 
Her Majesty's Government in Lheir soU.citnue for the welfare ofthe Canadian 
would be much gratified to learn the United States Government were 
amend the prohibitory clauses of the law in regard to the sale of intoxi 
Indians in this country in such a way as to make it also applicable to va.JuauLU'IlH 
Indians. .. 

WASHINGTON, June 19, 1889. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, April 8, 1890. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your comm 
cation of 26th ultimo transmitting copy of a note from the ...,_,,L.:-lL., 
Minister, who desires to know whether the Government has the mtiP<JlSI•.:: 

tion to so amend the law in regard to the sale of intoxicants to I 
as to make it applicable alRo to Caua<lian Indians. 

In response thereto I transmit herewith copy of a communication 
5th instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to whom 
matter was referred. 
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Commissioner stated that his office would fa\·or an amend­
the law in question so as to make it applicable to all cases of 

ing liquors to Indians within the United States, without respect 
e relations said Indians bear to this Government, and to whether 
or their tribe are under the charge of a United States Ind1an 
t or not, and such an amendment in his opinion is much to be 

GEO. CHANDLER, 
Acting Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF TliE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, April 5, 1890. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by Department 

ce for early report, of a letter of March 26, 1890, from the Secre­
of State, transmitting a copy of a note of February 14, 1890, 
the British Minister, with a copy of the ''pro memoria" therein 

to, desiring to know whether this Government has the dispo-
to so amend the law in regard to the sale of intoxicants to Indi­

as to make it applicable also to Oanadian Indians, and requesting 
you will acquaint him with your views as to the sufficiency of the 
ent law, and the feasibility, should such action be deemed neces­
' of a compliance by amendment with the wishes of Great Britain 

the premises. 
In reply, I have to say that section 2139 of the Revised Statutes, 

prohibits the sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians, provides 

No ar!lent spirits shall be introduced, under any pretense, into the Indian country. 
person who sells, exchanges, gives, barters, or disposes of any sp ri1 nons 
or wine to any Indian under the charge of any Indian snperintendeut o1· 

or introduces or attempts to introduce any spirituous liquors or wine into the 
country, shall be punishable by imprisonment for not moro than two ~· ears, 

by a fine ofnot more than three hundred dollars. 

rhis law is construed by this office not to be applicable to Indians not 
the charge of a United States Indian agent, and I am of the 

;:otlillllOU that it would not apply in cases of furnishing whi~ky to Uana­
Indians, unless it may be shown to have been so furnished within 

Indian country, when it would apply only on acconut oft be prohibi­
against the introduction of liquor into the Indian country, ml(_l not 

account of the fact that. it was furnished to Indians. 
This office would favor an amPndment to the law in qneRtion so as to 

e it applicable to all cases of furnishing liquor to Indians within the 
~, ..... ~,..., ... ,.,., States, without respect to the relations said Indians bear to this 

ment~ and to whether they or their tribes are under the charge 
a United States Indian agent or not. 
Such an amendment, besides being a compliance witlt tbe wi~lles of 

British Government on the subject, wllich appears to be actuated b.r 
humane desire to promote the welfare of the Indians iu Canada, would 

this Government to extend its protection against the evil effects 



4 SALE OF INTOXICANTS TO CANADIAN INDIANS. 

of whisky drinking, and the pernicious influences of white men w 
furnish them with whisky, to many of its own In<lians who are not 
fected by existing laws, and is in my opinion much to be desired. 

The letter of thA Secretary of State, with its inclosures, is herewith 
returned to the files of the Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The SECRET .A.RY OF THE INTERIOR. 

0 

T. J. 1\foRG.A.N, 
Omnmissioner. 


