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Abstract
This investigation seeks to observe and examine the presence of raciadfdaming the
2008 presidential election. Twelve hypotheses were advanced for this studyrapservi
explicit and implicit racial framing, racial stereotypes, and modseism. A content
analysis examined five conservative blogs, five liberal blogs, and two naticndation
newspapers for this study. Utilizing framing analysis, it was predictéddtia explicit
and implicit racial framing would be consistently present in political bt
mainstream media during the 2008 presidential campaign. A chi-square awalysis
utilized to interpret the data and a post-hoc examination was employed to idethtdy
potential variations within the study data. The explicit and implicit intexpogis are
based on Mendelberg’'s (2001) racial appeals. In addition, the investigationquredatt
conservative media would be more likely to embrace racial framing than hbedze.
This investigation also examined the political blogs and mainstream medsifdr r
stereotypes and modern racism. Several key and surprising results were féusd in t
study. There was no significant difference in the presence of explieit fi@ening in
either conservative or liberal blogs. The findings confirmed that conserbétiye were
more likely to contain implicit racial framing than liberal blogs and mezast media.
The liberal mainstream media embraced both implicit and explicit raaralrig with
unexpected frequencies, according to the study results. Consistent with previous
research, conservative blogs were most likely to include racial stereatyp@sodern

racism.

Xi



CHAPTER ONE:
INTRODUCTION

The 2008 United States Presidential election was a historic event with the
induction of the first Blackpresident of the United States. President Obama was not the
first Black American to run for president (e.g., Jesse Jackson, Lenaird,Fard Shirley
Chisholm), but unlike the previous Black presidential candidates, Obama was mominat
by a political party based on his success in the Democratic primaries. @Qtanegon
his campaign tactics were focused on his strong oratory skills, and savvylnissrodt
technologies. Unsurprisingly, Obama’s campaign tactics rarely delvetheto
significance of race. Lopez (1994) argues that Obama had never been incleadthe
brigade on the question of race in America. Although the Obama campaign avoided
discussing race for most of the presidential campaign, the topic of racélwas s
discussed, hypothesized, and blogged about throughout the presidential primaries and
election. The goal for this study, then, is to identify how race was frambkd media
during the 2008 presidential campaign. Understanding how the media depicts discussions
of race can enlighten us as to how race is being perceived by the public (Entman, 1992).

It has been suggested that it is no longer important or necessary to cdgsistent
focus or report on issues of race because, as a result of electingdk piisident, racial
challenges have ceased to be a concern for most Americans and thgapsiahve been
removed (McWhorter, 2008). Those who believe race in the United States is no longer
an issue insist that we have as a nation answered Rodney King’s plea of “cal’juste

get along?? and are on the verge of a post-racial society. For example, in 2008, Rudy

Yn this study, | will use Black and African Ameritinterchangeably throughout this study when rafgro
individuals of African heritage and ethnicity bamthe United States. When referring to peopleugs, or proper
nouns, | capitalize the B in Black and W in White.



Giuliani suggested that with an Obama victory, “we’ve achieved history tonight and
we’ve moved beyond . . . the whole idea of race and racism, separation and unfairness
(Williams, 2008 Decision NBC News Transcrigd. 4). In addition, Howard Fineman
(2008) argues that “by electing a mixed-race man of evident brilliancenate means

and a welcoming smile, we would finally cease seeing each other througleammbdak

eyes” (p. 2). Even Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates appeared to take in the medi
musing of a post-racial society, when he expressed shock and bewilderment at being
arrested outside his house. It can be argued that the McKissack (2008) idea of a post-
racial society has been generated and pursued by and through the media even though a
post-racial America is pure fiction (lwelea, 2009). In fact, one would onky} tzee
remember recent events taking place around the country. For example, the Jena 6, the
prosecution of the Duke Lacrosse team, the Rutgers basketball team, the continuous
debate on race-based admissions, the chaos of Hurricane Katrina, radiabprofi

poverty, and the rising Black prison populations suggest that race still miattiees

United States. Consequently, it is important to continue the inquiry into how the media
discusses and depicts the issue of race. Because we live in a race-camgionment

it is evident the media continues to set the news agenda that affects public opim@n. Ne
outlets in the United States are caretakers of the information that detides wews

and who presents it (Littlejohn, 1999). In addition, Metzler (2009) argues that the media,
which is at present still predominately White, unfortunately “lacks the voagiaridghe
comfort to discuss the real issues of race” (p. 29) and inevitably relies eotgpes or

racial exclusion to extend the conversation. How race is understood influences the

2 Harvard Professor Henry Louis Gates was arrestedliegedly trying to break into his own housegft
he had trouble opening a jammed door. Althougprogided identification to the police officer, hasv
arrested and was believed to be the victim of taeiailing.

2



overall condition of and acceptance of Blacks in this society and the media plays a
significant part in how race and Blacks are framed for the public. Hermeenrthe
media remains a salient topic for academic research.

With a focus on new media, this study will identify and observe race in political
blogs and mainstream media during the 2008 presidential campaign.
Media Influence

Entman and Rojecki (2001) believe that the media, specifically television,
continues to be a primary source for society’s experiences on race andssa@al In
addition, the mass media is a key component to how the public views, perceives, and
participates in political campaigns. The exact way in which this occdebegable.
Research has found that the media frames political content using both explicit and
implicit communication that can be either visual or textual (Hutching &Malo, 2004).
Explicit racial appeals, which are appeals that specifically talk alotmrt &nd/or
stereotypes (Mendelberg, 2001), have become socially and politically unaceeptdbl
are rarely found in the content of political campaigns or in mainstream meajiaicgus.
Mentioning or calling someone “Black” is an example of an explicit racialappe
Another example would be to state that Black women are “loud and argumentative.” The
first example uses Black as a descriptor; the latter example gedhe behavior and
character of Black women.

The 2008 presidential campaign included several explicit racial refereRoes.
example, a White restaurant owner sold t-shirts with a caricature of Cursauge’a
cartoon monkey, with a caption that said “Obama in 08.” Another explicit example

during the 2008 presidential campaign occurred when Clinton supporter Andrew Cuomo



referred to the Obama campaign strategies as being “shuck and jivks &a

Rachlinski, & Epstein, 2008, p. 213). And finally, Obama’s race was often mentioned,
but the race or gender of the other candidates was less likely to be me(@iaheddo

& Mcllwain, 2006; Reeves, 1997).

However, the literature does suggest that the majority of the racial reagessag
political content are framed by implicit appeals (Domke, 2001; Mendelberg, 2001;
Philpot, 2008). Green (2009) observes that the media influences political communication
via implicit visual and verbal cues embedded in the mass-produced content.
Nevertheless, it has been difficult for researchers to provide real-wodiditnregamples
because the meanings are veiled implications in a word or phrase in the media conte
For example, phrases suchualsan areaandinner cityhave covert or hidden meanings.

The termgnner cityor urban areasare utilized to characterize neighborhoods that have
been designated as being populated mostly by Blacks and that have becomesasualt
reduced financial subsidies and diminished economic growth. Furthermore, theelialog
of race has been subdued and disguised in current political conversations. In fdict, Edsa
and Edsall (1991) suggest that the political discussion of race has changed and morphed
into other discussions, which are difficult to identify and negotiate. They subgest t

race “is no longer a straightforward, morally unambiguous force in Americaircpplit
instead, considerations of race are now deeply imbedded in the strateggtiasdfa

politics in competing concepts of the function and responsibility of government) and i
each voter’s conceptual structure of moral and partisan identity” (p. 1). This study

examines the imbedded implicit media strategies employed to framéyabserving



select political blogs and mainstream media for the existence of gl explicit
racial communication.

For years, researchers have examined the media’s presumed powerfsil effect
The mass media saturates its audiences with content that can be accuratioatena
nuanced or stereotypical, packaged as news or presented as entertainment (Cortes, 2003)
An ongoing research theme has been the continued claim that the media is an agent of
socialization, shaping and influencing individuals’ societal and political viewsrsBoo
(1961) suggests that the media has become a “pseudo-environment” because it provides
consumers with so much information about both the past and current world in which they
live. The media sometimes providendividuals with the only image or representation
they have as they consider or experience their environment (Armstrong &ddefje
1992). It then becomes imperative to examine how the media frames the news, people,
and events taking place in our society (Entman, 1992, 1993; Waymer, 2009). Domke,
McCoy, and Torres (1999) contend that race-focused media portrayals cangaina
the social interaction of citizens and their subsequent political decisions, rater ldind
Sanders (1996) argue that “public opinion” on the issue of race “depends in a sgstemati
and intelligible way on how the issues are framed” (p. 165). Thus, society’s iasajht
awareness of race are mainly constructed by how the media frames tbptconc
Appropriately, it becomes important to identify how the media frames theafsaee.

According to Entman and Rojecki (2001), “Frames are the organizing concepts
that reside in media texts and public discourse which allow both the originators and the
recipients of the message to make sense of the information conveyed” (pp. 48—-49). A

frame is a central organizing principle that holds together and gives noaexed



meaning to a diverse array of symbols (Gamson, Croteau, Hoynes, & Sasson, 1992).
Journalists use framing to write about the world, and the public relies on these
interpretations to make sense of the world (Gitlin, 1980). These media frameégniyn s
perceived importance for a particular topic and work towards helping the indikitua
“how to think, feel, and decide in a particular way” (Entman, 2007, p. 164).

A framing effect occurs when an event focuses or centers on a subset of
characteristics and then that framing of characteristics causesgaauts to focus on
those particular considerations when forming their opinions or perceptions (Chong &
Druckman, 2007a).

Emerging Media

A main goal of the media is to communicate and inform the citizenry. Until
recently, television, newspapers, and radio were the most influential mediesébic
news and political information. Recently, a new medium has emerged fenaitietoric
and information in the political landscape: blogs. Blogs can be defined asjonlinals
or diary entries on various subjects, written by a single author or group ofsguthor
presented in chronological order of dated posted. There are several ditaresd or
types of blogs, including entertainment, news, political, and educational blogs. ldstthe
few years, the blogosphere, which is the combined community of blogs on the |nternet
has increased in popularity and in size. The blogging phenomenon has arrived and has
quickly become an important tool in the political elites’ toolkit. While there is an
increasing amount of research on the political blogosphere, there is Verjtditature
on racial framing and new media, specifically the political blogosphere. Edisent

most of the limited research on racial framing and politics in political aomoation has



been conducted concerning television and visual messages. With the popularity and
increased presence of political blogs, it is necessary to diversify and exdda t
presence in research focusing on blogs and political communication.

Political blogs should be investigated for several reasons. First, blogsteiader
and activity has more than doubled since the 2004 elections (The Pew Research Center
2008), and blogs were widely used in the 2008 campaign. Blogging, once seen as an elite
activity in 2004, was considered a “must have” during this presidentiaioel€2008).

Blogs are especially popular among everyday citizens because ofcitessibility and
low start-up costs. Any citizen with the minimum tools and the desire to be la@ard c
have a voice on the political blogosphere (Kaid & Postelnicu, 2007). The accegssibilit
and dynamic increase in popularity in political blogs illustrate the négéssgxamine

the blogs for content.

Second, political blogs encourage freedom of expression. Due to this, racial
framing and racial appeals may be more evident in blogs as opposed to mainstream
media. Blogs lack the traditional gatekeepers of major television netamaksrint
media. They have been equated with the “new talk radio” but without the restrictions
imposed by the Federal Communication Commission (Nevius, 2004). Because of its
accessibility, and lack of formal guidelines and constraints, the Infgmoades an
environment in which group and individual biases, stereotypes, and prejudices can exist
and flourish (Glaser, Dixit, & Green, 2002). For example, Evans, GarciaaGanci
Baron (2003) conducted an Internet study on hate crimes and found that the
confidentiality of the Internet makes it easier to communicate fesefind opinions that

are not usually condoned in mainstream media channels or in everyday conversation.



Blogs provide an accessible opportunity for people to express their politicalczdd ra
beliefs.

Finally, there is an absence of research on race and political blogs. Several
studies have focused on race and Hurricane Katrina in the weblogs (Brock, 2008;
Sommers, Apfelbaum, Dukes, Toosi, & Wang, 2006), but Nakamura (2006) points out
the scarcity in Internet research focusing on race. Brock (2008) argudsetiesdre
some instances of Internet research focused on race but that there areargany m
discussions and analyses on gender and sexuality. This study hopes to augment this
nascent area of scholarship by examining the racial framing found in pdilbga and
observing several comparisons with the racial frames found in other forms obtraditi
media’

The purpose of this study is to identify the implicit and explicit racial franmng
political blogs during the 2008 presidential election in political blogs and newspdper
the following chapters, | will present the theoretical foundation and methodaotyd
study. Chapter 2 begins by examining blogs, particularly political blogs. Iot€a
the theoretical perspective of framing will be discussed, and Chapter 4agidntran
overview of race in the media. Chapter 5 will introduce the methodology for the study
Chapter 6 will present the results and Chapter 7 will cover the discussion anfbareas

further research.

3 Traditional mediaandmainstream mediaill be used interchangeably in this studiraditional or
mainstream medieefers to television networks, cable news programgnradio, newspapers, and
magazines.



CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

The consumption of blogs is often avid and occasionally obsessive. But
more commonly, it is utterly natural, as if turning to them were no stranger
than (dare one say this here?) picking one's way through the morning's
newspapers. The daily reading of virtually everyone under 40—and a fair
few folk over that age—now includes a blog or two, and this reflects as
much the quality of today's bloggers as it does a techno-psychological
revolution among readers of news and opinion. (Tunku Varadarajan,
2007)
Out with the Old In With the New
Not too long ago, the different mass communication media could be tallied in one
breath: newspapers, magazines, radio, and television. However, today with our
consistently expanding and changing technologies and new media systemsj itakeul
more than a single utterance and unending patience to acknowledge and understand the
many different channels and platforms available to disseminate news and trdorima
the public
Americans have changed how they obtain their news and information. Ito (2003)
explains that globally we are in a time of broad and encompassing changes in how we
network, converse, and convey information. The technological advancements have
modified how people gather their news and political information. The Pew Research
Center (2008) states that the Internet has surpassed traditional print snedliaraary
source of news and information. However, the report also indicates that television

remains the public’s primary source for news and information. We are indseahan



information transformation, and media consumers are altering their prefesamte
sources for news. More than 92 million Americans search the Internetatangws,
information, entertainment, or other social activities (2008). The Pew Researdr C
(2008) also reports that during the 2008 presidential campaign, over a quarter of
Americans reported using the Internet to locate information about the campditirea
candidates online.

There is much discussion in academic and political environments regarding the
recent influence of the Internet on the political landscape. Politmaitsts have
guestioned the possible effect that emerging new media technologies coutthhave
members of the American public and their political experiences (Hindman, 2007). Other
researchers believe the new technologies will open up participative opposttonitiee
public and offer everyday citizens “admission to the political realm” (Grass@995, p.

6). Finally, some scholars indicate caution is advisable when discussing thexmoport

of this new medium. Barber (1998) advises remembering that the Internet is d ohanne
communication, and that any real change is based “not on the quality and cltdraate
technology but on the quality of our political institutions and the character of o@nsitiz
(pp- 588-589). Bimber (1998) also warns that while the Internet has definitely
transformed the political landscape, other mass media did not begin to really ttateons
their full political influence until decades after development, so caution i®siagh

when drawing conclusions on any long-term societal or political influence. héeg, is

no disagreement that blogs have established different points of access toitad polit
landscape. They have provided media elite and consumers with the forums to share

information, communicate outside of their original communities, and take part in a
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participative democracy (Tremayne, 2007). Blogging has transformed into a ahivers
and collective force in how the public views and interprets its world. Evidencesssigge
that the blog experience has become a significant tool in the political cooatoni
arsenal, and yet there is little research on blogs and the issue of raceantiesniand
politics (Bichard, 2006; Drezner & Farrell, 2008; McKenna & Pole, 2008). As race
continues to be a bellwether for American society, it is critical theareBers examine
the role and influence of race in the blogosphere as blogs continue to be utilized as
channels for political dialogue and discussion. This chapter will examine blogseand t
influence on the political environment. First, the chapter briefly reviews thetgodw
the Internet. Tracing the origins of the Internet provides insight into taganef the
blogging phenomena. Next, this chapter looks at blogs, the different genres of blogs, and
their emerging influence on the political landscape. The last section dfaptec
examines the status of current literature on political blogs. This chapter provides
significant rationale and justification for studying political blogs, patérly blogs
written during the 2008 presidential election.
Introducing the Groundwork for the Blog

Traditional media has been consistently preparing the public for the evolution and
public acceptance of new media communication technologies (Lenier et al., 1997). Wi
the cultivation and proliferation of multiple forms of mass communication, the public has
been eager to welcome a system that possesses all the mainstrearcapabilities and
more in one location.

In fact, scholars have been preparing this new technology for decades. fline a

Burstein (2005) believe that hieroglyphics, the Gutenberg printing press, ancdhilye pe
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press newspapers are natural antecedents of modern day blogs. The printihglpeess
process regular updates for all citizens, not just the elite, on everydayenoasand
information. Hewitt (2005) indicates that the evolution of printing press technahagy a
the evolution of the Internet are similar in that the societal and economimtraason
that resulted from these technologies affected the course of modern-gy. soc

Political revolutions were assisted by the ease and affordability of this ne
invention, the printing press, which made possible the distribution of one of the most
important writings for freedom and sovereigri®gmmon Sens&ritten by Thomas
Paine. In fact, Kline and Burstein (2005) acknowledge that although currentrigoggi
rhetoric can be despicable and narrow-minded, they would raise no alarms when
compared to the passionate, partisan, and deliberate rhetoric about politicians and
government officials found in 1%entury newspapers and print publications. As with
the printing press, blogs have been instrumental in bringing about civic respgnarilit
activism in average citizens. For example, the evolution of Moveon.org and NetRoots
has been responsible for encouraging citizens to activism and participation inrgeme
and politics. These activist organizations, which originated on the Intermetblan
responsible for several recent political incidents of change (Hindman, 2007).

The progression of other technologies, including television and radio, also
transformed the look and perspective of the media landscape. For instancet Gillm
(2004) suggests that the profits from advertising turned mass media into big husidess
in that transformation, it lost its controversial edge and moved towards a morstcentri

perspective. Talk radio and cable political television evolved around the mid 80s and
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found their niches with a viewing public that had become displeased with what they
perceived to be biased media and news coverage (Johnson & Kaye, 2004).
Traditional media also paved the way for dialogue and introspection to take place
on the Internet, specifically in political blogs. The arrival of the Interraest jwst the
beginning of the deluge of technological innovations that would follow.
Thelnternet Cometh
The development of the Internet represents one of the most organized and
enduring investments in information and communication research (Lenier et al., 1997).
The origins of the Internet identify an affiliation between government, acadand
industry in creating and developing this technology. Now the Internet has edpgande
include a global landscape and its influences and effects are observabl&éaalpoli
technical, informational, and social environments.
In 1946, Vannevar Bush (Miller & Slater, 2000) worked in partnership with the
United States military on a project called the Advanced Research Praggsisy
Network (ARPANET). Bush, a technological visionary, provided America a giatee
the future of technology in an article he wrote decades ago. Bush (1945) putnig writi
his ideas of a new useful technology:
Consider a future device for individual use, which is a sort of mechanized private
library and file. It needs a name and to coin one at random, “memex” will do. A
memex is a device on which an individual stores all his books, records, and
communications, and which is mechanized so that it may be consulted with
exceeding speed and flexibility. A special button transfers him immediatel

the first page of the index. Any given book of his library can thus be called up
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and consulted with far greater facility than if it were taken from a.siefhe has
several projection positions, he can leave one item in position while he calls up
another. (p. 4)
The ARPANET project, which eventually progressed into what we now refer to as the
Internet, went online in 1969 (Miller & Slater, 2000). It was initially developeeéites
as a communication network system in preparation for a military attack eijgns
United States. Hence, the Internet was created as precautionaryeveggsost the
advancement of the cold war. Packet-switching, a major development in the groundwork
of the Internet, was invented by Leonard Kleinrock in 1961 (Lenier et al., 1997).tPacke
switching works to deliver data across an assortment of dispersed netwetes d¢?
data are broken up into discrete chunks, and a label is attached before sending tle data of
across networks to be reassembled at the other end (Chadwick, 2006, p. 41). The crucial
aspect is that various chunks of data do not have to follow the same route and will find an
available route to their targets. This flexibility made the packet-swgctystem very
appealing to the government (Chadwick, 2006). The new packet-switching technology
was first put into place through a communication network of four major uniestdite
University of Southern California, Stanford Research Institute, the Uniyvefsit
California, Santa Barbara, and the University of Utah. This group combined to initiate
the first Internet research communication network. Later, other corapaiteed to forge
a functional Host to Host network protocol (Lenier et al., 1997). Additional Internet
applications continued to develop during an era of technological innovations, such as the
first well-designed e-mail program in 1971. There would be other innovations during this

era, yet electronic mail would have the most impact because it offered aaushfor
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business and interpersonal communication and collaboration (Chadwick, 2006; Lenier et
al., 1997).

Looking for ways to provide more accessibility and freedom within the
ARPANET system, Robert Kahn and Vinton Cerf developed an open architectura syste
in 1974 that supported making this system more user-friendly. They invented the
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), a format and prodedure
handling unlimited amounts of data (Chadwick, 2006). This new format allowed
flexibility within the network. Cerf and Kahn (1974) believed that individual networks
could be designed and developed separately and that they could contain their own
interfaces. Each network would be created based on its own environment, and there
would be no limits to the type or the geographic scope. This flexibility wasrhedal
because it opened up unlimited possibilities for connections throughout the world.

Despite these advancements and increased utilization, the ARPANET system
still accessible to only a select few, including defense contractors andeskiarch
universities (Chadwick, 2006). The connectivity and foundation were in place, but the
system lacked software and tools to provide access to the public. The World Wide Web
(WWW) would start a new era in access and communication.

The World Wide Web was first mentioned by an amateur computer novice, Ted
Nelson, in 1975, but it was Tim Berners Lee (Berners-Lee, Hendler, & L&2314)
who would officially brand and introduce the World Wide Web to the Internet
(Chadwick, 2006). The WWW focused on hypertext, which facilitated the sharing of
materials and files with other computers located in different places §itetheould be

uploaded to other different locations. This new technology was utilized to create
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computer software applications including Mosaic in 1993 and later Microsoftradte
Explorer (Chadwick, 2006; Hudson, 1997; Lenier et al., 1997). The applications that
compose the Internet today include the World Wide Web (WWW or Web), Electronic
Mail (E-mail), File Transfer Protocol (FTP), and Internet Relay CIRCE)! In fact, it

was this very open system of networks and communication that championed free speech
and creative expression, and challenged dominant belief systems, that paved tire way f
the evolution of other forms of Internet communication, including the weblog (Hudson,
D., 1997; Meyers, Hudson, & Pausch, 2001). The Internet provided the possibility for a
two-way communication opportunity while initiating platforms for more eitiz

participation in the national and political landscape (Meraz, 2007).

Research points out that the Internet is also a sanctuary for dissimilargdoints
view (Bargh & McKenna, 2004). The Internet has made it much easier for political
groups to convey their cultural and political ideas to the masses (Chadwick, 2006). |
fact, sites that encourage the expression of racial and gender bias hasieautige
Internet because it lacks any clear-cut regulations and supports a saemneiesnment.
Melican and Dixon (2008) conducted a study of news on the net, and they inferred a link
between scores on the modern racism scale and individual perceived credibitity: of
traditional Internet sources. Chroust (2000) suggests that groups that have been barred
from traditional modes of political participation have begun to utilize the Iriteyne
influence politics by shaping a very receptive youth culture (p. 116). For instarlee, i
United States, associates of conservative military groups have beeadagpters of the

Internet’s free and open communication environment. These groups utilize thetinter
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for the easy accessibility, low cost, lack of regulatory guidelines, arability to
conduct concealed communications (Whine, 2000).
Governance and the I nternet

Fewer regulations, open borders, and anonymity are reasons suggested for the
growth and expansion of the Internet. One of the essential features ottinetiig that
it “overcomes all barriers of territorial distance and borders (Scholte, 2004, pAfi&)
almost forty years of self-governing, the Internet is facing inorggsessures from
politicians, law enforcement agencies, and regulatory units to regulateaiedms
conditions regarding who and what can be transferred over the Internet. Johnson and
Post (1996) developed their version of a cyberspace reality, and their work has been
utilized in shaping the regulatory debate on the Internet in the United Statesidéhe
of self-governance suggests that modern territorial law is focused on foutdyeets—
power, effects, legitimacy, and notice—which do not apply to the Internet envirgnment
and as a result have no authority on the Internet. Consequently, with all the freedom and
lack of regulatory controls, there are few areas where specific guslalmelaws have
been implemented. However, in recent years, several agencies have deetbsstnat
control and influence over Internet governance, specifically The Int€orgbration for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). ICANN is a private unit empowered to
oversee registration of domain names, but it has also evolved into a quasi-judicial
authority with no real legitimate power (Chadwick, 2006; Mueller, 2002). ICANN was
mainly developed to ease domain and intellectual property concerns on the Internet.

Kern, Just, and Crigler (1997) state that the public was receptive to the influx of
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technological changes and fixated toward new media as one of their primargssoiur
news and information. Blogs have become an essential part of those changes.
The Blog Defined

During the last several decades, there have been substantial developments in
Internet and publishing technologies on the World Wide Web. One of the newest entries
to arouse interest among media elites and consumers has been the advent of the blog. |
2004, the ternblog became the most sought-out word in the online Merriam dictionary
(Perlmutter & Schoen, 2007). Academics, journalists, and media elites have proposed
numerous blog definitions. For example, Nardi, Schiano, Gumbrecht, and Swartz (2004)
define a blog as “frequently updated WebPages with posts typically in reverse
chronological order” (p. 1143). The many definitions differ faintly, but there is
commonality in the descriptions or components that make up a general blog. Initially,
Jorn Barger, creator of the Robot Wisdom blog, developed thentebog In 1997, he
defined it as a web page where web loggers can post or organize any information the
find interesting (1999). For the purposes of this study, a weblog (blog) will needefs
an online journal or diary that is published on the Internet. A single author usuégdly wr
the blog paragraphs or posts daily, although some blogs have several contributing
authors. They are arranged in reverse chronological order and in most cases include
hyperlinks or blogrolls that connect to other blogs with similar content (Drezner &
Farrell, 2004; Herring, Kouper, Scheidt, & Wright, 2005; Lawson-Borders & Kirk, 2005;
Sroka, 2006; Walker, 2005).

Initially, blogs were created or adapted through the creativity of amateoeonli

artists, mostly using Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), the basiguage for
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building websites (Blood, 2002). In 1999, Pyra Labs developed blogger.com as a simple
and easy-to-use template to assist online writers with weblog publishiwgs hot until

the introduction of this free publishing software (Blood, 2002; Lawson-Borders & Kirk,
2005; Sroka, 2006) that we witnessed an explosion in blogs published on the Internet.
This free software allows consumers to establish a blog with preworked tesrgidte

free access on the site. Blood (2002) emphasizes that because Blogger.conpieas sim
required no real technological expertise, and was available to Internetiusersost, it
became the most utilized blogging publishing tool and thus changed the blogging and
Internet landscape. Internet access, a computer, and a personal commitmaiittiaagre

was necessary to become a bona fide blogger. Technorati (2009) indicates that bloggers
create over one million posts every day. Blogs have become part of the ladgger me
network.

There are thousands of blog genres on the Internet. Blogs have been written on
topics far beyond the scope of this study, ranging from personal fitness, in;elg
entertainment, to academic integrity, to tenure protocol. Herring, ScheidisBand
Wright (2005) classify blogs in several categories. Personal diaries or joniinals
focus on occurrences and points of interest for the individual blogger. Although the
personal diary is the most common type of blog found on the Internet, it is rarely
discussed or utilized by media elites and has the fewest instances akeeltirks
(Herring et al., 2005; Tremayne, 2007). The filter blog evaluates or follownakénd
public events. Filter blogs often focus on news and political matters (Tre2007)

The most currenbtate of the Blogosphere Repfrechnorati, 2009) reports that

as many as four out of five bloggers are individual or personal bloggers who write about
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their own concerns and happenings. In addition, the report also mentions that every six
months, the number of blogs found on the blogosphere increases two-fold with no sign of
diminishing (Technorati, 2009; Xifra & Huertas, 2008). No communication channel, not
even television, has grown at such a substantial pace.

Blogs have made a crucial impact on the communications landscape. Andrew
Sullivan (2002), author of The Daily Dish,popular and well trafficked site, is a blog
activist. He argues “The phenomenon is real. Blogging is changing tha werld and
could, I think, foment a revolution in how journalism functions in our culture” (A4).
Bichard (2006) suggests the increasing popularity of blogs is interesting &dlcays
offer consumers a form of contributory communication and intimacy that difers
traditional forms of mass media. They offer participants the freedom tovgéted in
arguments, do some investigative journalism, and furnish a response in an efficient and
low-cost exchange (Sullivan, 2002). Lawson-Borders and Kirk (2005) explain that it i
this authentic voice—“keeping it real’—that is one of most appealing functions of
participating in the blogosphere. Blood (2002) maintains that two of the greatest
strengths of blogs as communication sources are their ability to sort out aitditdist
information to a global audience and their ability to remain apart from thadredit
mass media.

Some suggest blogs have revolutionized popular culture, business, and politics
(Sroka, 2006; Sullivan, 2002). The ease of entry and distribution make them popular and
accessible to most consumers. In addition, there are no prerequisites, galideline

licenses needed to begin publishing on the Internet. Yet, the lack of crediiggs
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scholars and researchers to be less than positive in their assessmeniraftibwedlity
and influence of blogs.

Tremayne (2007) defines the blogosphere as a classic social network with
components that make it attractive to study for academic researchersigpslitand
media consumers. It has been described as both an opportunity for knowledge and
insight, and a public rumor mill inhabited by adolescents. It is available in ésxyti@
find, and archived on the Internet, and it gives access to other network information.
Previously, media consumers who wanted to participate in the national discussions had
no consistent platform to display their ideas, but with the blogosphere, averagescitize
can fully participate in the national conversation. An exciting aspect ofdhgiby
phenomenon has been the blog’s ability to transform media audiences from consumers of
media to originators (Dominick, 1999; Papacharissi & Fernback, 2002). This became
apparent after 9/11. Because of the events of 9/11, blogs provided a collectiviespace
millions of Americans who were searching for a place to find information, fingire
feelings, and keep in contact with loved ones. Tremayne (2007) argues the online
journalism phenomenon officially began after 9/11. Yeomans (2006), a sociathesea
consultant, explains that “this collective tragedy demanded a forum to bd blyare
people all around the world who wanted to talk about what happened with anyone
because it was the only way of making any sense of it” (para. 9). Gill (2004) sugges
that 9/11 was the catalyst that developed the genre of political blogs and increased c
participation.

Blogs provide media audiences with online participatory ownership in the

nation’s democratic dialogue and have emerged as a possible way to contribute to the
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democratic process. Hacker and van Dijk (2000) refer to this phenomenon as a digital
democracy, and they explain that a digital democracy reflects the degvbeh new

media technology has increased political democracy and encouraged pairticipation.
According to Kline and Burnstein (2005), bloggers are transforming the politozdss
itsel—and more important, the ordinary citizen’s relationship to it, in ways#eah

likely to lead to a more representative and participatory American derngdpras).
Everyday citizens now have the choice to become part of the process and public debate.
Balnaves, Mayrhofer, and Shoesmith (2004) argue that blogs on the Interrreuget a
conventional gatekeepers and allow more of the public to engage in open and public
discourse. Bowman and Willis (2003) describe these online discussions abuthsiri
discussions,” which individuals can link to and participate in online (p. 23).

Kline and Burnstein (2005) believe that political bloggers have brought back
some partisan identity to the media, similar to the press during theeb®ury. Political
blogging has developed a more engaged and informed citizenry necessary for the
continued performance of the political process. Moore (2003) refers to the social
community of bloggers as a “new superpower that demonstrates a new form afr@merg
democracy” totally different from the current status of democracy (p. 8prév
contends that ideas are usually presented by elites and governmensopficiatith the
new superpower, considerations and actions are taken on by each individual, from her or
his own particular perspective and commitment. In addition, it is also argued that
political bloggers supplement the viewpoints and jargon of their political paiities
their own political ideology (Wallsten, 2004). Moreover, political bloggers empi&y |

on their blogs and in their posts to provide the audience with similar information.
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Finally, political bloggers have contributed to increased political awtividhie
most concrete example is the development of Netroots. Netroots is the coordinated
activism of the political left via blogs and other forms of communication amdeonl
media that first became active during Howard Dean’s presidentigdaign. It has been
called one of the most significant mass movements in American politics. ibée |
progressive group saw a need to organize right after the 2000 presidential election, s
they organized online and used their numbers to help elect Democratic candidates
2006, Netroots was being sought after by all levels of political campaigns and the
government. Its numbers and influence continue to increase, and it has been instrumental
in several recent political incidents. It has gotten so large and infludwaiahere is a
yearly conference of Netroots, and politicians on every government level &dtenake
political contacts (Armstrong & Zuniga, 2006).

The blog has made a mark on the online public, specifically in the political
stratosphere, but it must be pointed out that the very dimensions of promise that make the
blog so popular are the exact reasons it has not received universal acceptance. Blood
(2002) argues that “the weblog’s greatest strength [is] its uncensored, atededi
uncontrolled voice [and this voice] is also its greatest weakness (p. 2). The blog is not
tied to a set of standards and procedures that the mainstream media follsvpgirautt
to provide the public with objective and complete information. The conflict is evident in
the political blogging community.

The Political Blogosphere
The knack for and capability of utilizing online communication are vital in the

modern political landscape (Scott, 2007). As the blogosphere has expanded, almost
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every newspaper, opinion, or political publication has developed a coexisting blog to
supplement its publications or websites (Farrell & Drezner, 2008). This eésxpans
according to Kelly (2008), has helped change the political environment and hosv medi
and political elites coexist in the new media political landscape. Bedarseare few
barriers prohibiting access to the Internet and blogging tools, any individual can
contribute his or her voice to the public conversation.

Campbell (Campbell, V., 2009) proposes that the ever-increasing literature on
American politics and blogs hints at blogs’ growing significance to the @olitic
environment. However, even though the influence of blogs extends beyond their
immediate audience and readers, political blogs are read daily byfjastian of the
American public compared to traditional media (Adamic & Glance, 2005). Rainie, Fox,
and Fallows (2003) found that only 4% of Americans using the Internet actuallyecépor
using a blog for information or news. Yet, many believe in the influence and ctgdibili
of political blogs, and there are several reasons for political blogs’ reputed guthori
First, some blog authors have high levels of expertise and knowledge in policy and
political matters. Secondly, some blog authors have personal contacts and nettiorks w
media and political elites. Finally, because blogs are more immékdgatenainstream
media, their framing of news or political events has been utilized as afirsedy
mainstream media (Farrell & Drezner, 2008). Elite or A-list political ®logjp frame
political debates and national focus. For example, several events have desubtistrat
influence of blogs on the political landscape

Consideration of political blogs’ increasing influence began with the reggnat

of Senator Trent Lott as Senate Majority Leader. Celebrating tineldyr of former
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Senator Strom Thurmond, Senator Trent Lott waxed nostalgic in favor of Thurmond’s
former Dixiecrat and segregationist history. Senator Lott declaredrit o say this

about my state: When Strom Thurmond ran for president, we voted for him. We’'re proud
of it. And if the rest of the country had followed our lead, we wouldn’t have had all these
problems over all these years, either” (Mercurio, 2002, para. 4). This tribute torSena
Thurmond did not receive any major attention from the mainstream media. Buhafte
incident was reported in an online news report, the blogosphere was alight with posts,
rants, and commentary from both liberal and conservative bloggers. Those blog posts
and discussions in the blogosphere forced the mainstream media to rethink ibs decis
investigate the incident (Farrell & Drezner, 2008; Tomaszeski, ProffMc&lung,

2009). After the public outcry, Senator Lott issued an apology and later announced he
would not seek another term as Senate Majority Leader.

Another example of the blogosphere’s influence took place when CBS’s news
magazinepf0 Minutesyeported presumed inaccuracies in President Bush’s military
service. The broadcast reviewed memos supposedly written by President Bush’s
commanding supervisor, but within minutes of the broadcast, bloggers began to decry the
authenticity of the documents (Adamic & Glance, 2005; Farrell & Drezner, 2@08; S
2007). The blogosphere got involved researching the authenticity of the memos,
including one post by the blogger “Buckhead” who argued that the print style cahflicte
with the print and type of that particular era (Wallsten, 2004). Interestinglygé,
reports claimed that the author of the aforementioned post did not have any print or
typography experience. However, it was his association with the RepuBacgnand

his previous blog credibility that lent credence to his questions about document
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authenticity. The public request for authentic documentation increased, and wien CB
was not able to provide additional documentation, Dan Rather, the correspondent in the
story, apologized publicly and later resigned his post on CBS news.

Finally, the presidential campaign of 2004 also illustrated the power and influence
of the political blogosphere. The 2004 presidential election was the first tinee that
political campaign actively made use of the interactive charactergdtibe Internet and
blogs to communicate with the American public. Howard Dean introduced his Blog for
America, which encouraged interactive citizen communication and receivedriisuga
individual responses and comments while he was active in the campaign (Scott, 2007).
In 2003, Dean went live with Blog for America, which contained featured siiks, hnd
information on campaign events. Presidential politics and political campaigihd wo
never be the same. Other important features of Dean’s Blog for Anreziaded a
comment section that allowed visitors to contribute remarks to the candidate or the
campaign. In addition, the site included a track-back section that provided wisttors
links to other sites that referenced a particular post found on the blog. Furthereeme, D
was a frontrunner in using his blog site to fundraise for his campaign. He amnt fr
concentrating on several large campaign donors to uniting a nation of supporters who
made much smaller contributions. In fact, Dean’s Internet fundraisingaenvhs
modified and utilized during the 2008 presidential campaign (Peddycord, 2008).

President Obama raised over 87% of his campaign funds from social networking
utilizing Dean’s initial Internet strategy (Peddycord, 2008). Dean hads&ye00
supporters in his grassroots campaign, and Blog for America allowed Daarpsign to

interact with his Internet supporters immediately, make changes, and respmvast
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reports and rumors more quickly. In addition, Dean’s online campaign arsenal
incorporated a blog that was created specifically to target har@&tb-g@unger voters.

The Dean campaign elevated Internet campaigns, and specificalyy tdagnew status
position because of the online strategy and skillful use of the blogosphere. Soon after,
other candidates put into operation citizen discussion groups on their websites and further
illustrated that blogs influence the political landscape and presidential caraplidio

political campaign would ever look the same (Rice, 2003; Scott, 2007).

Political blogs have had an influence on the general political landscape. They
have not only influenced political campaigns, but they also provide countless
opportunities for the public to find blog sites that mirror and nourish ideas and viewpoints
similar to their own. However, the ability to find and follow similar ideas angs/ieay
have contributed to the public’s lack of desire to look for dissenting viewpoints.

Sunstein (2001) maintains that the expansion of the Internet has fused an isolation of
dissenting rhetoric with the increase of more left-leaning and right-ig&h@ological

blogs. With this option to choose blogs that reflect their own ideologies, individuals are
less likely to search out content containing different ideas and viewpoints on topics of
interest or concern.

| deology and Fragmentation

For decades, scholars have been debating about liberal and conservative thinking
in traditional media. Liberal and conservative labels are believed tosigavicant
influence on the public’s political attitudes and actions (Conover & Feldman, 1981;
Klingemann, 1979). One of the outcomes of innovative technologies on the Internet has

been the polarization of user ideas and viewpoints. Whereas mainstream iaeda tr
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provide objective coverage of news, particularly in political campaighsicpabblogs

have no desire to remain objective and instead do just the opposite: political bloggers
make no secret of their partisanship or their ideological bias. According tefBunst
(2001), “The most striking power provided by emerging technologies [is] therggowi
power of consumers to filter what they see” (p. 5). He also suggests tecathgrerils

for a democracy when the public chooses to avoid media content dissimilar matheir
and instead consistently chooses those that favor their particular point of midve |
political blogosphere, the most popular political blogs are the blogs that aredcsfithe
identified by political ideology.

The basis of a political ideology is a connection to a particular set ofsefiaf
specific vision that connects a group of people or a society. John Locke’s political
philosophies were pivotal in designing America’s political foundations and ideslogie
Locke (1690) argued in tHgecond Treatisthat the laws of nature create a natural parity
among individuals and that every human being is justified in expecting, as a natural he
the right to “life, health, liberty and possession” (para. 171). His works weraaem
providing the foundations for unifying systems and groups under similar ideals.

Jost, Nosek, and Gosling (2008) state that for over 200 years, our political belief
systems have been classified according to a left-right dimension, othérmvaan as
liberal or conservative. Although there have been questions about liberal and
conservative ideologies since the Middle Ages, there continues to be debate among
scholars as to whether or not people can be organized by political ideology, (B¥Ke
Carney, Jost, Gosling, & Potter, 2008; Conover & Feldman, 1981). Often credited with

explicating discussions of liberalism, Locke wrote of individuality and nitigtats
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belonging to every citizen. Called the Father of Conservatism, Locke wasnesital in
discussing what would be referred as the conservative ideology.

Originating during the late ¥8century, ideology can be defined as “the way a
system . .. or even a whole society . . . rationalizes itself” (Knight, 2006, p. 16). Based
on this right-left continuum, the right-wing or right-leaning facet charas politics
that are conservative in nature and move towards maintaining the status quo and a
hierarchical governing system, while the left-wing or left-leaningtfaepresents
egalitarian ideals and social change (Jost et al., 2008). More specificallpgetiaé |
conservative continuum has two main components, advocating versus resisting social
change, and rejecting versus accepting inequality (p. 128). These componeidg coinc
with a similar definition provided by Lipset, Lazarsfeld, Barton, and Linz (1962) ove
four decades ago. They explain

[that] by left we shall mean advocating social change in the directionaiegre

equality—political, economic or social; by right we shall mean supporting a

traditional, more or less hierarchical social order and opposing changed towa

equality. lllustrating little change in the basic structure of efénese political
ideologies. In modern campaigns this is usually done by implicit communication

using “social issues with veiled overtones. (pp. 1134-1135)

Maccoby (1968) proposes several other manifestations of the liberal and comservati
typologies. He indicates that one facet [liberal] “has an aversion to violesliegsli

sterile and rigid order and rejects being mechanized, and the other facetjatwvse
suggests a person would be rigidly ordered, mechanical and unalive” (p. 2). Fartherm

recently interpretations of ideological traits have embraced open-tmese (liberal)
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versus closed-mindedness (conservative). Carney et al. (2008) conducted a stedy of
differences that exist in the left-right ideological continuum. Theweddra taxonomy of
the traits theorized to be related with liberal (left-wing) and consegevaight-wing)
ideologies. Among the many traits, they found that liberals (left-wing) tehd bpen-
minded, impulsive, indifferent, individualistic, slovenly, and life-loving, whereas
conservatives (right-wing) are inclined to be reliable, parsimonious, cwtternth rules,
closed-minded, conscientious, and intolerant. In another study, Jost et al. (2008)
examined traits associated with left/right political orientation. Theggeized there are
marked differences in the traits for the two political ideologies. Theimigsdsuggest
that conservatives have preferences for conventionality, traditional vahees,
orderliness in comparison to disorder, adaptability, parity, and equal rigbtsatsd

with liberalism.

In addition, some researchers acknowledge a link between race and political
ideology (Carmines & Stimson, 1989; Domke, 2001). Converse (1964) states that the
public usually does not make their political decisions based on an unclear ideological
paradigm; instead, he suggests, the majority of citizens make decisions imattess
“in terms of their expected favorable or unfavorable treatment of different socia
groupings in the population (p. 216). Furthermore, Converse (1964) argues that the
public’s perception on racial issues is similar to their decisions on othexdrglaticies
and “that this consistency seemed to revolve around a general like or dislikadks Bl
(p- 235). In that same vein, Carmines and Stimson (1989) state,

Race is thus a prominent, if not dominant connotation of the ideological labels

liberal and conservative. . . . If we ask simply, what do we know if someone
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avows a position on the liberal-conservative continuum, we answer that more than

anything else we know that person’s views on race. (p. 133)

Jackman and Muha (1984) explain that dominant groups use political ideology to
maintain power over other groups in society. In a study of race and political igsplog
Burdein (2007) found that although conservatives communicate about issues on an
ideological platform, implicitly they activate racial consideratiorige &lso discovered
that the traditional concepts of work ethic and individualism are related tb racia
perceptions.

Yet, other researchers argue that there is no clear relationship beaveamd
ideology. Instead some suggest that political ideology is based on what peaple tzeli
be the proper responsibility of government. Likewise, Sniderman and Carmines (1997)
say the composition of the conservative framework is more structured and more
principled, which accounts for conservatives’ support of policy issues and does not show
a linkage with race or racism.

This research seems to disagree with other literature that suggesisrashep
between the new racism and conservatism (Gilbert, Fiske, & Lindzey, 1998 névai
racism has been referred to by several different labels, subdesn racismsymbolic
racism andaversive racismThe underlying concept suggests that this new form of
racism has replaced the old-fashioned racism that was more obvious and deliberate
Sears, Henry, and Kosterman (2000) state that this new or symbolic racism has four
major themes; discrimination is no longer a problem for Blacks in this countigkBla
don't follow the conventional core of American values, specifically the observamace of

good work ethic, listening to authority, and impulse management; Blacks continue to
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make demands for individual considerations; and finally, Blacks continue toeeceiv
special handling from government agencies and within government policies (p..77—78)
Kinder and Sears (1981) contend that “symbolic racism is a blend of anti-Black affe
and traditional American values embodied in the protestant ethic” (p. 416).

Entman (1990, 1992, 2001) found that local television news, while backing away
from obvious displays of overt racism and bias toward Blacks, indirectly enceurage
modern racism with normal crime and political coverage. Entman (1992) found in
studies on local and network news that as the local news continued to cover crime news,
Blacks were seen as physically threatening, which correlates wigmtihBlack effect of
modern racism. In addition, political coverage that illustrated Black leader®re
demanding of special attention and special government considerations, and tlseincrea
of Black anchors and reporters, which indicated discrimination was no longer a problem,
activated the modern racism tenets in White viewers.

Melican and Dixon (2008) conducted a study on new media credibility and found
that individuals who saw nontraditional Internet sources as more credible tthiored
media and also scored higher on the modern racism scale. Melican and Dixon suggest
that the new media provides many opportunities for the public to reinforce previously
held perceptions, and that individuals with more racist beliefs may choose not to seek out
sites to dispel their current perspectives. Other scholars see no direct liekrbatwew
racism perspective and ideological concerns. Sniderman, Crosby, and Howell (2000)
argue the validity of a link between modern racism and ideology and suggest that
political perspectives instead of race affect Whites’ policy prefesen&niderman and

Piazza (1993) state that “ a quarter century ago, what counted was who a policy would
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benefit, Blacks or Whites; now ideological differences over racial public golice
represent genuine differences of political outlook rather than covert racism.(p. 13)

There have been limited studies conducted on the political blogosphere in this
area of research. Adamic and Glance (2005) observed elite blogs and links to other
partisan blogs, and they discovered partisan fragmentation, with conservativedlogge
most apt to link to other conservative blogs. Hargittai, Gallo, and Kane (2008) examined
whether political bloggers would link to blogs with viewpoints similar or dissimula
their own. The researchers found that both conservative and liberal bloggers linked most
often to blogs that represented philosophies and ideas similar to theirs. Hargjitti, e
also found that bloggers left both positive and negative comments on blogs similar and
dissimilar to their own ideological perspectives.

As indicated earlier, mainstream méds&rives for objectivity and diverse
content; however, traditional media venues are consistently called to taskrebbiats
in their news and political content. According to a recent report conducted bywhe Pe
Research Center (2009), 60% of Americans believe that news organizations are
politically biased in their news coverage. The report also details whichtneaims
media Fox News outlets are believed to most accurate. Republicans fawalkistreet
Journaland, while Democrats feel that CNN, MSNBC, andNllesv York Timeprovide
the most accurate news reporting.

The concern for this study is the racial framing in political blogs during@@o8
presidential campaign. A large number of the blogs in the political blogospbesithar

conservative or liberal, so consequently, whether the ideological affiliatialo

* Mainstream media (MSM) and Traditional media Wil used interchangeably in this study. When using
mainstream media or traditional media, | am refgrto the popular media including television,
newspapers, cable television, radio, and magaZzités.does not include the Internet.
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influences how it frames race is an important area of research. Thereusrent

research that identifies political communication in blogs via ideologssaication and

racial framing. While the current research examines whether idedl&gigaentation

or polarization is probable in political blogs, it does not consider the issue of race and

political ideology. This study will add to this area of scholarship.

The Inter section between the Blogosphere and Traditional Media
There has been much in the literature regarding the relationship betweiealpoli

blogs and mainstream media, although initially there was little connectiwedrethe

two groups. David Shaw of thes Angeles Timesrites (2005),
Many bloggers—not all, perhaps not even most—do not seem to worry much
about being accurate. Or fair. They just want to get their opinions and their
“scoops” out there as fast as they pop into their brains. One of the great
advantages of the Internet, many Web lovers have told me, is that it's easy to
correct an error there. You can do it instantly, instead of having to wait until the
next day’s paper. But the knowledge that you can correct errors quickly,
combined with the absence of editors or filters, encourages lazinesessaesis,
and inaccuracy, and | don’t think the reporter’s privilege to maintain confitlentia
sources should be granted to such practitioners of what is at best pseudo-
journalism. (p. E14)

Bloggers, however, insist they are a new type of journalist, offering hanaghit

comprehensive detail verification and analytical reporting which has beeant adsently

from mainstream media. Another link between bloggers and mainstream média is t

many of the authors of the elite political blogs have been involved in some aspect of
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traditional journalism (Farrell & Drezner, 2008; Tremayne, 2007). For instana@egdur
the 2004 presidential election, Markos Moulitsas Zuniga, author of Daily Kos, was
utilized as an expert for several publications, based on the following of his highly popular
blog.

Jenkins and Thorburn (2004) disclose several areas of distinction between
mainstream media and political blogs, including objectivity, credibility, ahdarking.
In democratic systems, media and politics are connected. The media provides
information on national policy and political referendums for the public; it also provides
opportunities for the political elite to offer feedback and spin their various s
Despite the “mediatization of politics,” the consensus suggests that thésmeosh
fundamental task in the democratic process is to provide an “enlightened undegstandi
for the public (Mazzoleni & Schulz, 1999; Takens, Ruigrok, van Hoof, & Scholten, 2008;
White, 1950). This is the gatekeeping role of the media; gatekeeping provides an
understanding of the events that are taking place in an objective and reliable ammhne
is one of the professional standards or norms of traditional media. Traditional media has
been obligated to uphold these standards, especially in political campaigns; thoweve
political blogs have not followed the same journalistic credo. Blood (2002) does not
think bloggers should have to adhere to the same norms and traditions as mainstream
journalists because they do not often meet the same journalistic qualificativars. B
Williams, Nightly Newsanchor on NBC, acknowledges those distinctions in a lecture he
gave to journalism students. He said,

You're going to be up against people who have an opinion, a modem and a

bathrobe. All of my life, developing credentials to cover my field of work, and

35



now | am up against a guy name Vinny in an efficiency apartment in the Bronx

who hasn't left the efficiency apartment in two years. (O’Gorman, 2007)

Because of easy access and no self-editing, political blogs do not meet the
journalistic norm of gatekeepers: however, the free flow of information, and lack of
formal hoops to maneuver through, have made the blogosphere the free-for-all arena of
participative democracy that is changing the landscape. In fact, it fsgbddlow of
information that attracts people to blogs. True, the overt partisanship and lack of
objectivity does not meet traditional journalistic norms: however, many blogfusgrs
this defiance and reluctance to fall in with the “media machines” all the miolenee of
the blogs’ credibility and the newsworthiness of the medium (Andrews, 2003)Rega
2003).

Another major distinction between mainstream media and the political
blogosphere is the networking capacity and blog reliance on hyperlinks (Barrel
Drezner, 2008). The networking usefulness of blog activity provides in-depth coverage
on an external event and additional sources and information for the consumer. A blog
network can be set up through links by either a permanent blogroll included on the
blogger’s site or by including hyperlinks in individual pos®logrolls are defined lists
blogs that are permanently situated on the blogger’s site and viewable thrdiehlalec
link for the reader (Drezner & Farrell, 2004). Hyperlinks and blog sitestatior blog
site views are crucial for blogging success on the Internet because bloggdrviewers
and readers to visit their sites. Blood (2002) advises that the “most reliable gain t
traffic is through a link on another weblog” (p. 98). For instance, a reader chtmsing

visit another site through a hyperlink may visit a site he or she has not previeawsbgyi
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and from that initial visit may continue to read and visit the new site. This new
allegiance may not have been possible if the author had not included the hyperlink in the
original post. However, the links provided in individual posts are not always linked to
alternative blog sites, but could include traditional media websites or video orfitgeslio
Bloggers, then, prefer to be added as a permanent link on a blog site to increase the
possibility of more consumer visits.

Because networking is the main exchange on the blogosphere, serious bloggers
utilize several search engines or trackers to track daily visits aieg regarding their
sites (Drezner & Farrell, 2008). For example, TruthLaid Bear and Techpareide
traffic and content analysis, free options, and site counters that bloggers izartatil
monitor site activity. In addition, most of the material for political blogs lbeen
developed and created based on information found through mainstream media
publications and broadcasts (Eveland & Dylko, 2007). In individual posts, bloggers link
to mainstream media websites, which often acknowledge reliance on tradiiedial for
information while encouraging consumers to compare and editorialize the content.

Mainstream media venues have recently begun to include blogger citations and
reports from blogs and other websites in their published or broadcast content. These
collaborations can provide credibility and increase readership opportunities forrslogge
continuing, alas, the uneasy camaraderie and intersection between the tweauemha.
Both traditional media and political blogs provide interpretative framefiéoaudience
to evaluate. This study will utilize both traditional and new media to ideiaifqlr
framing.

Status of Scholarly Blog Resear ch
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Since the initial development of the Internet, researchers have been @uténest
its influence on political communication (Hargittai et al., 2008). With the expansion of
new media, the literature on blogs and the blogosphere has increased in rasent ye
Although the majority of current academic research concentrates omlidtey, there is
surprisingly little research on the intersections of politics, race, and. bldgs section
will review the current trends in literature on political blogs.

There are several different blog types discussed in the literaturandietral.
(2005) conducted a study on the various blog genres. They (2005) concluded that over
70% of the blogs available to sample on the blogosphere are personal or individual blogs,
but they found that most of the research conducted on blogs has been concentrated on
filter blogs. In a similar study on blog genres, Herring et al. (2007¢pted one of the
first longitudinal content analyses on blogs. Their focus was to determinalbiigyst
and consistency of blogs and blog authors to provide insight into the very nature of
blogging and predicting and understanding trends.

McKenna and Pole (2008) observed the activities of political bloggers. Their
findings illustrate that political bloggers spend most of their time draaiitegtion to
their own blog content and information on other blogs, or to information found in
mainstream media. In addition, McKenna and Pole determined that political Islogger
spend less of their time fact-checking and even less on activist and humanitaria
activities.

As more consumers flock to blogs for information and news, scholars are also
examining audience motivations and the levels of credibility in blogs. Armstrohg a

McAdams (2009) conducted a study that examined whether gender cues would énfluenc
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audience perceptions of the credibility of blogs. They found that gender watuanaef
on perceived credibility with male blog authors being assessed as moldecsedirces.
There is limited research that examines the relationship between polibtiga
and mainstream media. For instance, Drezner and Farrell (2004) conducted a study
among mainstream media journalists and political blogs. They found that the ezamstr
media journalists regularly read political blogs and utilize them asestocstory ideas
and information. McCoy-Roth (2004) conducted a survey among mainstream media
journalists and found that over 52% of the journalists believe that political blogs have “a
great deal” of influence on how a story is put together and covered (p. 244). K. Wallsten
(2007) conducted a content analysis on A-list and less popular blogs. He found no
relationship between media coverage and blog discussions on a majority of issues. In
addition, K. Wallsten (2007) determined that there was a bi-directional relationship
between mainstream media and political blogs instead of the unidirecticeaff
either blogs on mainstream media or vice versa. Specifically, bloggers getatitor
from mainstream media and decide whether or how they will frame or aalttaen
information in their blog posts, while mainstream media looks to political blogs for
updates and current information and, based on citizen response and interest, decides
whether or not to cover an item. In another study examining political blogs and
mainstream media, Sweetser, Golan, and Wanta (2008) examined whether political
campaign advertisements and candidate blogs were successful in influencieg/$he
agenda of mainstream media. They found evidence of an intermedia effect within some

of the new media tools, including blogs. They also determined that traditional stigdia
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tell people what to think about and that blogs are reactionary, albeit in realbicause
they are updated so often, blogs decrease salience time lag in refieraegvs or issues.
While there is expanding literature on varying topics within the political
blogosphere, there has been very little research that looks specifichlycainservative
and liberal ideologies of the blogs and blog authors. In one study, Adamic ané Glanc
(2005) compared the interaction and structure of liberal and conservative blogs. They
found that networking and providing links to other similar blogs is done more frequently
in conservative blogs, leading to what they believe is audience fragmentatkiand
(2005) completed a similar study and found like patterns of networking acrass éibd
conservative blogs. Similarity, Hargittai et al. (2008) also focused on audience
fragmentation and liberal and conservative blogs. Specifically, they quekudwether
the reliance on similar ideological viewpoints would develop a fragmentedyso€ieeir
study examined both quantitative and qualitative data, and they discovered thatgell-r
political bloggers were more likely to link to content that shared their idealogncl
political views. However, based on the ten-month review in their study,
they did not find any evidence to support the perception that isolation is increasimeg on t
Internet. Although research on the landscape of political blogs is increasnegaithe
some areas that remain lacking in scholarly pursuit, specifically poitdiealogy and its
influence on racial framing. Drezner and Farrell (2008) indicate that whilecadi
research in some areas does little to clarify debates, what additiaeictedoes provide
is a thorough body of evidence that can clarify the concerns of scholars in the fiedd. T
study will add to general body of literature on political blogs and specificallyolitical

blogs and race.
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CHAPTER 3
FRAMING AND THE MEDIA

Overview
Media scholars overwhelmingly agree that much of what the public knows about
news, politics, and other national issues is obtained through mediated sources @yengar
Kinder, 1987). Stuart Hall (2003) emphasizes that “the media are . . . part of the
dominant means of ideological production. What they ‘produce’ is precisely
representations of the social world, images, descriptions, explanations andfirames
understanding how the world is and why it works as it is said and shown to work”
(p- 90). In addition, the framing process has been acknowledged by media elites as a
political strategy. According to the Matt Bai of tNew York Timeg&005), the framing
process begins early:
Even before the election, a new political word had begun to take hold of the party,
beginning on the West Coast and spreading like a virus all the way to the inner
offices of the Capitol. That word was “framing.” Exactly what it means
“frame” issues seems to depend on which Democrat you are talking to, but
everyone agrees that it has to do with choosing the language to define a debate
and, more important, with fitting individual issues into the contexts of broader
story lines. (p. 1)
Framing literature should be augmented to include the expanding examinations of
diversification in frame types incorporated to represent to the public news;gbolit
campaigns, and candidates (Parmalee, 2002). In this study, framing is theddlderet

incorporated to identify and observe the racial frames created in politggl tliring the

41



2008 presidential election. The first section in this chapter begins with an overview of
some of the principal origins of framing.
Framing Origins

Initially, framing was nurtured in cognitive psychology (Bartlett, 1932) and
anthropology (Bateson, 1972). Eventually it was advanced in the sociological and
psychological research traditions. Goffman (1974) defines a frame gwifthiples of
organization which govern the subjective meanings we assign to social events” (p. 11).
For Goffman, the frame helps structure experiences and guide our actions.aisoffm
distinguishes framing as being “primary frameworks” or “schemataisterpretation” to
help persons “to locate, perceive, identify, and label” occurrences withidithaipace
and the world at large (p. 21). Goffman believes that frames are strughichsassist
individuals in organizing information or their perceptions of reality. Framing, than, ca
be seen as providing the context or background of an experience, or support with
evaluation and clarification of an event. Several disciplines in particular Heed a
substantially to this academic area of research including psychologyKy&ers
Kahneman, 1981) and social movements (Benford & Snow, 2000). Gamson and
Modigliani (1987) explain that a frame can also be thought of in media discourse as a
“central organizing idea or story line that provides meaning” to the eventsehalated
to a particular news story or event (p. 143). They also describe catchphrasesyréepicti
metaphors, exemplars, and visual images as the most commonly utilized to@sfor f
identification.

Kahneman & Tversky (1979, 1984) found that framing is capable of influencing

an outcome or a decision based on the manner in which a particular event or occurrence
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is presented. Their seminal work in framing and its effects led to the development of
prospect theory. According to Tversky and Kahneman (1981), individuals make
decisions based on their understanding of what they perceive as the possibtd resul
their decisions. The decision, or “decision frame, is thus based on the individual
perception of the situation” (p. 453). Specifically, individual perception is developed
from a frame that is controlled and created by the dominant power or group and based on
the individual’'s needs, habits or personal choices. Alternative frames can and are
developed based on individuals. Using mathematical equations to differentiate human
behavior, Kahneman and Tversky (1984) discovered that variations in individual choice
and outcome are based on the manner in which the options are framed and on the
expectations of the decision maker. In practice, this explanation seemsact etze
framing as an organizing structure that provides context and that canyatiorg
individual's personal objectives, undoubtedly influence how that person will evaluate a
communication.

Benford and Snow’s (2000) work on social movement organizations (SMO)
examines the importance of frame development and individual evaluation in social
movements. Snow and Benford (1988) utilize Goffman’s (1974) interpretation that
frames are the outline for understanding. Developing frames in social mogemearis
directing attention and consideration to the main issue of the movement to develop a
group of supporters. The frames are developed and processed to recruit and to mobilize
members and to link member interests with the interests and outcomes of thegpartic
movement. Developing the right frame is key in the interpretative process podant

for goal fulfillment (Allen, 1994; Benford and Snow, 2000; Cress & Snow, 2000).
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Media Framing
As framing research has continued to expand in the field of communication,
diverse definitions and characterizations have also continued to accumulate. Nelson
Oxley and Clawson (1997) explain framing as “the process by which a cooationi
source constructs and defines a social or political issue for its audience (p. 221).
Similarly, Reese (2001) states that “frames are organizing principlesréhsocially
shared and persistent over time, that work symbolically to meaningfullyts&ube
social world (p. 11). Entman (1993) emphasizes that “to frame is to select sonte aspec
of a perceived reality and make them more salient in communicating texthia suay
as to promote a particular problem, definition, causal interpretation, moral teMajua
and or treatment recommendation (p. 52). Tankard, Henrickson, Silberman, Bliss, and
Ghanem (1991) add that “a frame is a central organizing idea for news content that
supplies a context and suggests what the issue is though the use of selection, emphasis,
exclusion and elaboration” (p. 11). Finally, Gitlin (1980) says that
[flrames are principles of selection, emphasis and presentation composte of lit
tacit theories about what exists, what happens, and what matters. The femes ar
used as instruments to handle the information for professionals and media elites
so that they can package it for their audiences. (pp. 6-7)
Gitlin maintains that media frames are components of the media elitd tebikh are
necessary to prepare and process information for the public, in effect functisrang a
bridge between the media’s actual issue and the public’s awareness.
Although the various characterizations of framing have created a very diverse

area of scholarship, the varied definitions and identities have also createuirdaetls]
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exemplar for the framing concept. Some researchers (de Vreese, 2005; Entman, 1993;
Scheufele, 1999) contend that a concise and less fragmented conceptualization should be
employed with the concept of framing. Yet, it is this very nature of framaogrding to
Reese (2001) that makes the framework so appealing to researchers. RO
maintains that the framing paradigm does not require a transformation but $étiatve
communication scholars have toiled jointly to explicate a complex process. THe broa
sphere of framing theory requires that we are clear and succinct in canclesguiries
that connect the line between scholarly research and practical applicahitihpugh
there remains much inconsistency within the framing literature, the caontsseam of
research on framing and media effects will certainly work towards cergentess
fractured framework and more constant field of study. In light of the varidunstides
of media framing, for the purposes of this study, media framing will be definddas
or labels that organize and emphasize specific aspects in media contergasancr
saliency of the requisite or proposed perspective.
Framing Effects

The interest in the framing approach and its effects has remained agysrean
of scholarship in media research (Chong & Druckman, 2007; Nelson, Oxley, &dblaws
1997; Scheufele, 1999). Van Gorp (2007) states that framing effects are possibkebec
framing is one type of communication within a communication. The frame denaté&s a |
between several related elements in the active content so a topic cantifieddsn
understood (Bateson, 1955, p. 1972). This metacommunication facilitates the message

content’s organization and structure. Decision makers assign meaning to #re noht
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simply based on the obvious information provided but also through the implicit content
that can sometimes flow between the lines.

Druckman (2001) points out that a framing effect occurs when, in the course of
describing an issue or event, a speaker’'s emphasis on a subset of potefeiadiyt r
considerations causes individuals to focus on these considerations when constructing
their opinions (p. 1042). Rabin (1998) states that a framing effect occurs whenehere ar
two plausibly equivalent statements of a problem [that] lead decision makers te choos
different options” (p. 26). Nelson, Willey, and Oxley (1998) explain that framimgtsff
work through a cognitive process in which individuals consider the significance of
considerations regarding the frame being represented. A schema isiidgiveairucture
that corresponds to some knowledge about a concept” (Fiske & Taylor, p. 98). Price and
Tewksbury (1995) argue that previous research has focused on outcomes but has failed t
take into consideration the cognitive responses of the participants. Thehataartajor
mechanism in how framing works is the “applicability of ideas and feél{pg%$). Price
acknowledges that individuals do not depend exclusively on media dominated frames, but
they “have the capacity to introduce their own thought and draw out basic inopiscan
their own” (p. 496). Tversky and Kahneman (1981), in their work on framing, illustrate
that individual presentation and the position of information influences evaluation and
individual choice. Framing controls the information we have about various concepts, and
frames are fundamental to how individuals perceive and evaluate differerigegss
Types of Palitical Frames

The public’s political opinions are often the result of personal self-realiztitat

is influenced by a frame developed by the media (Veenstra, Sayre, Shah, & McLeod,
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2008). Most often, the literature on framing and political communication has focused on
the framing of candidates and politicians and the political outcomes (Chong &
Druckman, 2007b) or how the framing of particular a policy or political perspective
affects the public (Veenstra et al., 2008).

Scholarly research on types of framing can be categorized in two areas of
research: issue-specific frames and generic frames (Cagpddiaieson, 1997; de
Vreese, 2005; Entman, Matthes, & Pellicano, 2009; Schefeule, 1999). Issue-specific
frames focus on the more specific or detailed aspect of the news content under
consideration. The focus on issue-specific frames offers the advantageoafjthanore
comprehensive analysis, but the disadvantage is that it is difficult to geaeramake
comparisons. This does cause complications for the study of media frames because
issue-specific frames most often provide little in generating schawdgnce, so it
becomes necessary to develop a different frame for every frame studyeogeausus
studies can provide no applicability for generalization (de Vreese, 2005; Hertog &
McLeod, 2001). Shah, Watts, Domke, and Fan (2002) concentrate on issue framing in
their study exploring whether the public’s political preferences are in#uaelog media
frames. They focus on three specific frames: the economy, general policlggeand t
Clinton and Lewinsky scandal during President Clinton’s presidency. Terkildden a
Schnell (1997) observed media coverage of the woman’s movement and detailed five
different issue frames in the content. From their study, they observed a seamaea
feminism frame, a political rights frame, an anti-feminism frame, an@@moenic frame.
Finally, Yao (2008) examined and compared the environmental frames found in Sierra

Club newsletters and in national and regional newspapers.
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Generic frames are the opposite of issue frames in that they can appigrendi
issues and contexts throughout the media spectrum. De Vreese (2005) difesyentiat
generic frames into two groups. One group of generic frames specifaallses on
political coverage and campaigns. The second group of generic frames centers on news
frames that are structural and indicative to the media. In an instageaeayfc framing,
Entman’s (1991) study on the Korean Air Lines Flight 007 and Iran Air flight 655
examines how each case was framed, although both were tragic exampliésgyf mi
force. Pan and Kosicki (1993) examined an abortion rally to distinguish the framing
commonalities found in all news sources. Other types of generic media frashuee i
thematic and episodic framing (lyengar, 1991). Thematic framing focuses ganiel
message effect or the big picture. For example, thematic framing would focus on the
country’s startling unemployment figures or universal health care conedrascas
episodic framing would focus on one specific individual who is recently unemployed or
experiencing health care concerns and unemployment. Episodic framing, then, is
concerned with how a message ultimately affects the attitudes, perceatidrizehavior
of an individual. (Tewskbury & Scheufele, 2008). Gross (2008) explains that episodic
frames are more compelling and more emotionally engaging. lyeng@@%)(Work has
examined episodic frames and their ability to help individuals understand political ne
on television. Media elites tend to utilize episodic frames more often becayse the
provide more drama and draw individuals into the story or event (2008). In fact, studies
have found that episodic framing is utilized more often than thematic framing 1 new
and political coverage (lyengar, 1991). Ben-Porath and Shaker (2007) focus on episodic

framing and ethnicity in observing the devastation of Hurricane Katrinallyitheere is
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communication literature which suggests that the race of the person captured in an
episodic frame can affect the influence of the frame for some individuals§Gt008).
lyengar and Kinder (1987) have found some evidence to suggest there may becai$fere
in the effects of the episodic frame based on the individual's race. Gross (2608) ha
noticed that characteristics highlighted in a frame may cause diffsreattonal or

cognitive responses to individual features. For example, Gilliam and lyE&@§¥)) have
found different responses to episodic framing when focusing on White violent crime and
on Black violent crime.

Another type of frame utilized quite often in political coverage is the more
general strategic frame. This frame is employed in general irggpoftcampaign
coverage as the media works to report on the campaign with disengaged objectivity
(Kerbel, Apee, & Ross, 2000). Journalists work to include the results of a campaign i
general to create a sense of balance in their coverage of the “horsekrad®el et al.
(2000) argue that the strategic frame is probably “the safest way for ljetgha cover
an election and maintain balance and distance” (p. 11).

The online environment also provides media and political elites with various
framing opportunities. Yoon and Joseph (2005) examined framing and the online
experience. They found that candidates are better able to specifiaaiy tineir public
images while also framing a response against the other candidates. Tdateasdible
to proactively address and frame a perspective while remaining positivandhe
offensive. Hence, a political blog can be a useful and unique tool in the political

practitioner’s toolkit.
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While there is an extensive amount of literature on types of framing anaaloliti
communication, research on racial framing is limited. The next sectioexaithine the
research in this area.

Media Framing and Race

Kinder and Sanders (1996) argue “that public opinion on race depends in a
systematic and intelligible way on how the issues are framed” (p. 165). rétesacghow
media constructs frames focusing on race or on the outcome of media content focused on
race is rare in communication literature. Kellstedt (2003) conducted an extdndiye s
on racial framing and race. He examined all stories involving race fouselwvsweek
magazine from 1950-1994. He explains that racial framing in the media highitgbts e
an egalitarianism or individualism perspective and that the media does not use overt
rhetoric in racial framing but is instead subtle and covert in its representaielistedt
argues that the most influential messages are those that affect tini¢yiotietpe
American value system. Finally, he finds that racial framing in theantbdt centers on
certain core American values has helped shape the policy preferences of the publi

Richardson (2005) conducted a study on framing and race, specifically
concentrating on affirmative action and the United States Supreme court nulingy i
Gratz v. Bollinge(2003) and the Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) cases at the University of
Michigan. Richardson conducted a content analysis to examine how newspaper editorials
framed the two cases and whether the racial population of the newspaper ctynamaini
staff affected how the cases were framed. Richardson discovered that newspaper
editorials from the 1960s until the mid 1990s contained frames of no preferential

treatment; however, editorials examined during 2003 contained frames that focused on
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diversity, specifically if the newspaper community and staff werallgenixed. Gandy
and Li (2005) investigated ways in which journalist's frame stories that #ssipublic

in understanding social issues and disparity. They found that, systematizally, t
newspaper reports held Blacks responsible for their status, suggestindgiamstitracism
and thus showing the need for informing and training journalists with more diverse
perspectives. Entman and Bell (2006) observed the framing of a presidet&iavéon
race. During his presidency, President Clinton developed an initiative on racerto begi
repairing racial bridges. This study examined newspaper reports itiithlcsupportive,

or substantive frames on the race initiative. Entman and Bell (2006) observed that the
coverage given to the presidential initiative did little to engage or motivate the fubl
consider the possibility of initiative’s mending racial differences.

Reeves (1997) examined the racial framing in the biracial mayoral gmpa
between David Dinkins and Rudolph Giuliani. He (1997) found that 18% of the content
on Dinkins and his campaign were considered to be negative. In addition, Reeves (1997)
found that over 68% of the media content made either reference to the race of Dinkins or
to the race of voters in his campaign. In another study, Orey (2005) examined the medi
framing of the first Black mayor elected in Jackson, Mississippi. A coatetysis was
conducted in the state’s largest newspaper(thaon Ledge). Contrary to previous
literature, Orey did not find that tl&arion Ledgerengaged in racial framing. Although
23 % of the stories did explicitly mention race, crime and drugs were identifted &
two key issues. Orey suggests that this is because of the high crime aratesug that
community during these elections. The literature suggests that franmmgin news

content can be a racial code word or cue to trigger Whites’ racial percepGatiendo
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and Mcllwain (2006) examined the framing of minority candidates in majority and
minority voting districts. The results indicate that in both voting distriatsar
references were the norm in biracial campaigns. In addition, they found thiataialbi
elections, the media was more inclined to accentuate a racial frameigiofoc
substantive policy issues when reporting on minority candidates. Associatiogtyni
candidates with particular policy issues increases the opportunity for mtaeke
decisions on policy based on their perceptions that the policy is specificatated
with Blacks.

Finally, Harris-Lacewell and Junn (2007) conducted a study to observe the racial
and religious framing of candidates Barack Obama and Alan Keyes in the l2tifi4 ||
senatorial campaign. They found that when Barack Obama was framed as @altomalktic
candidate, he was seen as more positive and garnered more success ankorgjeBtac
There was no difference in Whites’ assessment of Obama with either theufturil
frame or the Black frame. Finally, Mason (2009) examined racial framing in
geographically diverse newspapers during the 2008 presidential campaign.eHedbs
the differences in how Obama was referred to compare with other candibftesn
(2009) found no differences in how Obama was framed or how his constituency was
framed.

Most of the literature on racial framing specifically examinesiexpécial
framing but rarely examines the implicit racial framing in various castend its
potential influence on citizens and voters. This study will add to this limited area of

scholarship by identifying both the explicit and implicit racial frames idianeontent.
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Palitical Communication and Race

The framing of race that takes place in politics and racial campaigesjigently
achieved through code words and metaphors that are sometimes in actugditt thff
decipher or understand (Bigg, 2008). Andrew Taylor, a political science professor,
argues that race is fundamentally at the core of presidential campaigissatés, “The
issue of race is there in political campaigns and not just this one. People tadk.inlt
is the 800-pound gorilla in the room that is ignored by mutual agreement so it never gets
dealt with head on” (2008, Para. 5). Similarly, Hurwitz and Peffley (2005) contend that
current politics have seen an increase in more inconspicuous methods to fralzedacia
communication. These subtle forms of communication work to allow the media and
political elites to connect social political issues with social groupsefialo, Hutchings,
& White, 2002). Hence, it becomes important to study how the media use words and
phrases and policy to integrate and frame race in the content of politicalucocation

Tankard (2001) claims that "much of the power of framing comes from its ability
to define the terms of a debate without the audience realizing it is takimj (ja®7).
Veiled expressions and word choice allow the media to initiate racial thiakihg
attitudes without essentially bringing in the “race card” (Domke, 2001; Meag!
2001; Valentino et al., 2002). The use of code words developed during the height of the
Civil Rights Movement because the decriminalization of segregation anddrsation
made explicitly displays of prejudice and racism inappropriate. Duringjriings both
liberal and conservative politicians and the media reorganized and establisled othe
nonracial ways to include race in their discourse (Edsall & Edsall, 1991; Valenthp et

2002). Specifically, racial codes give elites and the public ways “to commeiaicatit
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issues that have racial implications” (Gilens, 1996; Hurwitz & Pelfrey, 2005;
Mendelberg, 2001; Wheelock & Hartman, 1994). For instance, Wheelock and Hartman
(1994) examined whether coded racial language has an impact on the passing of policy
legislation. They conducted a content analysis on thertedmight basketbalhnd
policy legislation. They found thatidnight basketbalihjected race into the discussions
of the policies being debated without explicitly mentioning race. More impaortantl
Wheelock and Hartman found that the indirect linkages regarding crime and criminal
behavior connected to images previously held by the public. Adapting code words to
social and public policy assists in suppressing Whites’ apprehensions about continuous
government attempts to advance racial inequality (Mendelberg, 2001).

In her theory of racial appeals, Mendelberg (2001) introduced research on implicit
and explicit racial appeals. She discusses the methods in which impliciazmealls
have been transmitted into the political communication process. For example,ltae Wil
Horton political advertisement created by the Republican Party during the 1988
presidential campaign became a symbol for implicit racism. Willieddostas a
seasoned criminal who had been freed from prison through an early release program
When he was released, he terrorized a White woman. Bush’s presidential campaig
utilized the RNP-produced advertisement of this incident by exploiting a pafture
Horton, never once explicitly mentioning race but emphasizing other things sineh as t
fact that Dukakis was flexible on crime and criminals. It was Jesse Jaghksargued
that the Bush campaign had played the race card by playing to the fearseotyss
of Blacks held and believed by Whites for decades (Mendelberg, 2001). Thereanml f

was implicit in the content without specifically discussing race or arytout the
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individual. This is the key to understanding the difference between an explicit and
implicit racial message. van Dijk (1988) states, “Whereas the raciatisugraffiti, or

the old movie may be blatantly racist, many other present-day types ofagplk m
communicate racism in a more veiled way” (p. 18). Valentino, Hutchings and White
(2002) add to Mendelberg’s thesis in their work on sorting out specific types of symbol
that are influential in framing racial points of view. Their study discoveredtag

were able to initiate racial views through television advertisements wiingutal racial
descriptions in the content.

Recent studies on race, prejudice, and the media also investigate the subtlety of
implicit appeals (Messaris & Abraham, 2001). Terkildsen and Damore (1999) observed
the political coverage of biracial elections during the 1990 and 1992 voting cycles and
concluded that the media brings race to the center of a campaign through thtemonsis
focus on candidates’ race. Domke (2001) conducted research on racial cues and political
ideology, and his results indicate that racial cues not only produce a correlatieeret
racial perceptions and political ideology but also can prompt individuals to become more
focused in their political philosophy. Caliendo and Mcllwain (2006), in their study of
nine biracial congressional contests, examined whether the media perfacial a
agenda-setting role by building race as the most significant issue of cotisrdara
political campaign. The next section will examine how race is configatedoth
explicit and implicit political communication
Explicit Racial Communication.

Mendelberg (2001) explains that a message appeal is racially explicitiliziés

“racial nouns or adjectives to endorse White prerogatives, to express akti-Blac
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sentiment, to represent racial stereotypes or to portray a threat frasarA&mericans”

(p- 8). An example of explicit racial communication can be found during a campaign for
governor in 1920. John Parker, a candidate, explained to his constituency his thoughts on
the Negro in politics. He said, “The participation of the Negro in politics is a sofirce

evil and danger to both races and is not desired by the wise men of either racesor by th
Republican Party of North Carolina” (quoted in Hutchings & Jardina, 2009, p. 7). Itis
rare to find explicit communication of this form in current political messageschings

and Valentino (2003) conducted a study which attempted to examine whether explicit
racial appeals are still effective. They argue that there are tveoalifftypes of explicit
racial messages. The first explicit message reinforces negatieetypes about Blacks,
and the other shows a difference in how Blacks and Whites perceive pobintant.

They suggest that while the first option is definitely against the norm ofigquadited

by Mendelberg, the second option might succeed in keying into Whites’ rditiades.
However, it is seems that it is the endorsement of an individual’'s own prerogettivoés
makes the appeal racial.

Implicit Racial Communication.

Implicit racial communication and attitudes have been associated with politica
values and voter selection. Cunningham, Nezlek, and Banaji (2004) found that that those
individuals who held to right-leaning political ideologies associated Blaitksbad and
Whites with good on the Implicit Attitude test (Burdein, 2006). According to
Mendelberg (2001), an implicit racial appeal is best understood when understanding
something else. She explains that an implicit appeal would send the same rasssage

explicit appeal but without utilizing the racial nouns and adjectives the gxpéssage
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contains that make it recognizable as a racial reference. Impliait appeals can have

an effect on public choices in political elections (Jost, 2006). Domke (2001), in a study
on racial cues and priming, found racial cues utilized by elites could indu@tizens’

racial understanding and contribute to their political judgments.

Yet, Hurwitz and Peffley (2005) maintain that there is still a great deal unknown
about racially coded messages or implicit appeals. Most of the researchdrethhas
concentrated on visual images and pictorial racial cues, and rarely on text or pgesim
(Entman, 1992, 2001; lyengar & Kinder, 1987; Mendelberg, 2001; Valentino, White, &
Hutchings, 2002). The current status of any presentation of race in video or print has
become taboo, and thus any racialized communication or discussion of race is
unguestionably more subversive and takes place mostly at the level of code words or
words or phrases that are mainly nonracial in nature (Hurwitz & Peffley, 2005)

Most of the literature investigating implicit racial political conmmitation has
been focused on political advertisements or other forms of video. Rarely has this
research observed text for both implicit and explicit political communication. |
addition, the literature on racial framing and new media has also been limhesl
dissertation will add to scholarship concerning new media and racial framirggg m
communication research.

Framing and New Media

Media and political scholars have long discussed the impact of new technologies
on the media and political messages. Pavlik (2007) states that new medigehiba
news and information is framed in the future. The availability of other resouhsss w

writing and preparing information changes the environment and allows the jsutoal

57



extend and bring more contexts to the content for the consumer. For instanceswebsite
and blogs, in addition to the source information or post, include hyperlinks, comments,
video, and audio, which can assist in the interpretation of the story and in the framing
process. These sources allow the media elite to create more connections and provide
more multidimensional scope of the actuality (Pavlik, 2007).

Hypertext, utilized in blogs and websites, is one of the new media tools with the
potential to affect how news and information is framed in the digital environment.
Hypertext or links are pointers included in a post or on a website that provide the reader
with another source, or additional information on the previous written content. Fredin
and David (1998) conclude that the collaboration of media or hypermedia is exceellent i
providing a more contextualized experience in news and information. Fredin and David
explain their perspective in an example included in their research.

On a website such as CNN interactive, a typical news story about the 1996

presidential elections had links to stories on the same topic that were dagre earl

in the campaign. The earlier stories in turn were linked to candidates’ home

pages and platform positions. Some news stories were linked to home pages of

relevant federal agencies, to home pages of interest groups or to enormous on-line
news archives such as Lexis/Nexis. The result is a massive and interednnect
information network. The fact that massive repositories of information areonly

few mouse clicks away offers richness to hypermedia that set it epart f

traditional media. (pp. 35-36)

Hypertext as a new media framing tool provides media elites the opportubiiyd a

bigger picture frame than previously available through traditional broaaicdsirint
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organizations (Pavilik, 2007). Hence, it provides the public with a more complete
context of the information. A recent study conducted by the Pew Research 2ea&r (
indicates that for most Americans, the Internet has replaced traditiomahadia as
their choice for news and information.

Other new media tools, which place the content in an expanded and more
contextualized frame, are omnidirectional image video and Object-Oriented
video (Pavlik, 2007). Omnidirectional image video gives viewers the ability to navigat
the video. Object-Oriented Video is additional video provided in the story to provide
background or connection or to give the story substance. These tools allow the media
elite to provide a complete and extended frame of the content. This dissertatiomesxami
political blogs to determine the use of these tools in the framing of race in the 2008
political campaign. Ansley and Sellers (2007) write that the blog is geathew
paradigm in the influence of media consumers. Consequently, the blog and other tools in
the new media toolkit also have the potential to provide the public with the opportunity to
reject the media penchant for framing events and occurrences, by linkirfigterdi
views and perspectives that differ from the framed content of that particessage.

Framing research provides a two-fold perspective that can be engageérn e
constructive or unconstructive terms. As in social movement (Snow & Benford, 1988),
framing research can initiate a collective perspective that can izeditib change social
and civil wrongs in society. On the other end of the spectrum, framing can be utilized t
manipulate and deceive individuals in how they perceive an issue or perspective. The

goal of this study is to identify racial framing in political blogs. The jalitpresence on
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the Internet, and specifically in blogs, demands that scholars examineriteatdo

observe how the issue of race is conveyed.
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CHAPTER 4:
RACE AND THE MEDIA

The media's the most powerful entity on earth. They have the power to

make the innocent guilty and to make the guilty innocent, and that's

power. Because they control the minds of the masses (Malcolm X).

Communication scholars and other researchers have inundated media literature

with studies on race and politics; however, the literature on the media’s role in the
evolution of racial politics has been limited and insufficient. Kellstedt (20@8)ssthat
literature detailing the media’s part in the coverage of race and palitezshe Civil
Rights Movement is all but absent from scholarly review. Still, it would be dliffic
locate a race or media scholar who would not acknowledge the influence the media has
had on how race is understood in the United States. The images portrayed by the media
act as a socializing agent for race with the public. This is especialyhen
individuals do not have any opportunities for direct or interpersonal contact with
difference. For example, Shapiro and McDonald (1992) argue that the media,
specifically television, can wield influence on individuals who have had minimum or no
direct exchange with others and are without any additional tools to appraise new
experiences. Similarly, Armstrong, Neuendorf, and Bentar (1992) found that White
college students lacking direct experiences with different ethnigitees influenced in
their racial attitudes and perceptions by the media. Consequently, withoutelsat dir
contact, the media can function as a substitute learning source for the public to gain
information about different groups (Fujioka, 1999). These media portrayals matter

because “the media are widely believed to possess agenda-setting pobiver power to
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make certain considerations more salient in the public’s political evaluatibekstédt,

2003, p. 155). Because of the vast power the media has on the public’s opinion of race,
research was conducted to determine the media’s role. In 1968, the Kerner Commissi
appointed by President Lyndon Johnson, found that the media was irresponsible in the
ways in which it portrayed Blacks. The report indicated that the “media héae tiai
analyze and report adequately on racial problems in the United States arelatesda r
matter, to meet the Negro’s legitimate expectations in journalism”.(p&ya The
commission observed that the holistic Black experience was not being offered to the
public, only stereotypical images based on snippets of crime and poverty reports.

For now, the media will continue to play a primary role in how the public
perceives Blacks in America. The media’s interpretation has influenced tfadl ove
condition and status of Blacks and often the political perspectives of White Americ
Initially, images and depictions of Blacks were based on early biolodgsaitications
of race. This chapter first will briefly examine the conceptualization ef carently in
this country. Next, the chapter will examine stereotypes and their effecack Bedia
images.

Race Defined

Academics within several fields of study continue to grapple with finding a
cogent way of interpreting the concept of race (Bobo & Fox, 2003; Winant, 2000). In
fact, the overwhelming amount of literature and the massive amounts of expatiment
research and data only serve to illustrate the quandary of constructing andea

theoretical framework on the subject (Winant, 2000). First, Du Bois (1897) defined race

® The National Advisory Commission on Civil Disordewhich was better known as the Kerner
Commission Report, was the outcome of an advisonyraittee appointed by President Lyndon Johnson to
examine the causes and influences of the riotsadkmerica in 1964-1967.
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as “[a] family of human beings, generally of common blood and language, always of
common history, traditions and impulses, who are both voluntarily and involuntarily
striving together for the accomplishment of certain more or less vividly c@tt&leals
of life” (p. 75-76). Du Bois’ definition allows for a common bond between individuals
with similar history; however, it is more in line with a definition of culture or groups
His inclusion of “common blood and language” is problematic because it alludes to a
biological connection and does not allow for social construction or malleabiliacef r
Delgado and Stefanic (1995) suggest that race is “a notion of a distinct biologicatf type
human being, usually based on skin color or other physical characteristics” (p This3)
definition does not mention a common history and is too focused on biology. Omi and
Winant (1994) explain that in its most basic definition, race is defined as “a conaept
signifies and symbolizes sociopolitical conflicts and interests in referendifferent
types of human bodies” (p. 172). Omi and Winant‘s (1994) definition of race negates the
idea that race is a biological entity and instead insists, “Race is aeatigocial
classification that has both cultural ramifications as well as enfordeBrate social
order” (pp. 54-55). This definition clearly suggests that race is not an illusion falit a re
definite entity that has an influence on social and political systems.

Yet, as the struggle continues to provide a tentative framework of race, some
scholars suggest that the mere mention of race remains a criticarrobAmerica’s
social conversation, and, despite being reworked, revamped, or exorcized, itg identit
cannot fully escape its historic baggage and associations in this country. Much of the
identity and reality of the concept of race is based on the categorizatioraasiiczdtion

of individuals by their physical composition and phenotypes, but with no actual genetic
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legitimacy. Yet, this early conceptualization influenced how the conceatef r
developed in society. The next section discusses this historical development of race
Historical Development of the Conceptualization of Race

The construction of race has taken several paths that have had a directiragd last
effect on how we still view race in America. History has documented tha&tmrace
was an English idiom utilized between thd"Bhd 18" centuries as a folk term (Allen,
1994; Hannaford, 1996; Smedley, 1999). It was not until the end of theetifury that
it was utilized as a false scientific scheme based on labeling indisidoebrding to
phenotype, such as hair type, cranial measurements, and language (Boas, 19§, Du B
1897; Feagin & Booher, 1999; Machery & Facher, 2005; Winant, 2004). The very idea
of dividing people into categories seems to indicate a societal rather d@iscient
foundation of race that originated with White Europeans. In the early 1700s, Johann
Blumenbach formulated the first typology of race; Caucasoids occupiectie m
prominent rung of the ladder, followed by Mongrels and then Negroids. This
classification began a “divine” or “natural order” justification for the sdivation of
Blacks and for the partiality towards those whose skin was defined as “\\Jateson,
Rush, & Feagin, 2001). Research on colonization reveals that Whites developed
principles or frameworks that provided authority for their dominance, usually by
embellishing their physical and intelligent superiority (Cox, 1948; SmediSyn&dley,
2005). This process of demoting Blacks to a less-than-human standing provided the
rationale for colonists to continue to condone slavery and other mayhem as appropriate
justice for Blacks. This Darwinistic classification would remain eventmg® £

century (Johnson et. al., 2001).

64



The construction of race also provided a legal focal point. In the Hudgins vs.
Wright case of 1802, three enslaved women sued the government for their freedom in
Virginia based on the maternal lineage provision (Lopez, 1994). At the time, Viesssla
mother was free, the child was free. Freedom was granted to those who couishestabl
their maternal lineage as White or Native American. In this case,wlesen argued
that their mother was of Native American descent, which made her a free wohan, a
subsequently would make them free. However, because the mother had passatlaway
there was no legal document showing any relationship with the mother, presiding Judge
Tucker considered other factors to determine lineage. The lineage and tfaese
enslaved women rested on their physical characteristics of hair, coompland nose
type. Judge Tucker (1806) ruled that a person was considered Black if theyflaad “a
nose and wooly head of hair” and Native American if they had long “silken hair and a
thin, pointed nose” (qtd. in Lopez, 1994, p. 3). Hence, freedom was granted based not on
facts or evidentiary proof of ancestral lineage but instead based on phyasiced$eand
phenotype. However, it may have been Thomas Jefferson’s writings about the
inadequacies of the “Negro” that set in motion the universal acceptance cbesszt]
biology (Smedley & Smedley, 2005). Notes on the State of Virgin{a785), Jefferson
explained his rationale for standing up for slavery and called on scientistshatat sto
correlate his convictions regarding Blacks. This paved the way for afrasiemtific
inquiry documenting biological differences and preferences. Although there were
scholars, academics, and citizens who immediately began to dispute afgtioorcd
intelligence to physical biology, it was too late to stop the damage done to teedma

Blacks. Even Congress has been slow to reject the connection between race and biology
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In a 1988 statuteacial groupwas defined as “a set of individuals whose identity as such
is distinctive in terms of physical characteristics or biologicale®@s¢p. 1093). Finally,
according to Gates, (1992) evaluating race as a concept of the physical agitdliol
sciences was akin to an Aesop’s fairy tale; unfortunately, the stories Favenbst

difficult to rewrite according to more common reality.

Omi and Winant (1994) maintain that there is no basis for a biological
construction of race and that any similarities or differentiation of human gi®ups
completely subjective. They argue (1994) that

[e]verybody learns some combination, some version, of the rules of racial

classification, and of their own racial identity, often without obvious teaching or

conscious inculcation. Race becomes “common sense’—a way of
comprehending, explaining, and acting in the world. Throughout the history of
man, people have assigned identity based on race, both as a means of
distinguishing one group from another, but more importantly as a means of
control. The dominant culture assigns identity to minority groups as a means of
separating them, therefore diminishing their existence, and ultimatelmnearss

of maintaining control over them. (p. 7)

The biological view of race continues to affect the images and perceptionsks Bla
Feagin (2006) states that although there have been sweeping changesrgpnaes in
America, the remainder of complete White dominance initiated during ensavem
remains.

The biological view of race has been supplanted by a social construction

perspective. Social construction has been defined as a process of endowing a group or
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concept with a name, a delineation, or a reality (Delgado & Stefanic, 198&B)p. The
social constructionist view of race suggests that the totality of racendbaappen in a
vacuum; instead, many different social environments and concepts make up &y conc
of race (Machery & Faucher, 2005). Omi and Winant (1994) employ racial formation as
a means to understanding the social construction of race. They define raciéibfoasa
“the sociohistorical process by which categories are created, inhabsesformed and
destroyed” (p. 55). The authors suggest that racial formation either occursraictioe
level, which includes the far-reaching scope of systemic influences,he @ti¢ro level,
which includes everyday interactions and experiences. The channel in both grecesse
usually some form of government or institution that determines the landscapeifbr
relations. Racial formation is understood by analyzing the various eventtony ks
determine the specific development of identities and characteristicseof rac

Other scholars like Appiah (1994) disregard both the biological and social
conceptualization of race. Instead, he argues that academics and saholars tharm
by continuing the discourse on race and instead prefers to subsiitute for race
While the effort to develop an all-encompassing definition of race remaingatea$
flux, it is clear that early definitions and conceptualizations have contlibatie
development of many of the images and stereotypes of Blacks that remain pervasive

the media today.
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Race, Stereotypes, and the Media

The social construction of race includes the creation of codes and symbols to
convey racial supremacy and position (Winston, 1982). The Black images etched into
the media landscape were not produced to provide audiences with authentic portrayals of
Blacks, but were mainly created to program and illustrate their behanmisabits. It
was crucial for the mass media to identify and establish these Blacktehiaedmons
because by circulating these negative depictions, the mass media cortiptedde
justification for Whites to deny Blacks citizenship and equal privilegesahdrtor the
code of segregation (Bogle, 1999). There is a good quantity of research in
communication studies as well as in psychology, political science, and sociwdbgy t
concentrates on the images and stereotypes of Blacks in the media (Datésw Ba
1993; Entman, 1992; Gandy, 1997; Gorham, 1999, 2006; Poindexter, Smith, & Heider,
2003). Moreover, empirical studies point to the proliferation of stereotypical infages t
construct and emphasize negative perceptions and intolerance in society¢Agnst
Neuendorf, 1992; Dixon, 2006, 2008, 2009; Fife, 1974; Gorham, 2006; Mastro & Troop,
2004). Lusky (1964) defines a stereotype as “a conception of a group of people as
possessing, each of them, certain characteristics that are believadhereat in the
group” (p. 450). Stereotypes allow individuals to correlate certain practides a
behaviors with certain groups or populations. Some scholars consider the mositt efficie
use of stereotypes to be the time-saving feature they provide (Allport, 18kd;&i
Neuberg, 1990; Lippman, 1952; Macrae, Milne, & Bodenhausen, 1994; Tajfel, 1969).
They are a means of simplifying the informational burdens for individuals, and they

operate as shortcuts to help make important decisions. Devine (1989) explains that a

68



stereotype is automatically accessible when met with stereotymiages or incidents.
The more a shortcut is used, the more available it is as a shortcut to intienpsetat
Allport (1954) observes that “stereotypes were socially supported, contirealhga
and hammered in by our mass communication” (p. 200). For instance, in 1954, Allport
was sure that the continuous connection of Blacks with crime in media images would
have a negative influence on how Blacks were perceived in society. He warnddsfthat
frequently to associate the Negro with crime is bound to leave a lasty @ff readers
particularly if this association is not offset by news items favorable todlloeed group”
(p. 201). These media shortcuts have helped to create distortions and negative images of
Blacks. Gorham (1999) argues that racial stereotypes have the “ggpgabranipulate
our interpretations of media content in a way that supports dominant racial myths and
classifications that originated in the past” (p. 244).

Several studies present considerable evidence that the media contirh®sg to s
stereotypical portrayals of Blacks (Armstrong & Neuendorf, 1992; Dixooc&z &
Casas, 2003; Entman, 1992). These studies show that Blacks are portrayed as lazy,
deviant rule breakers (Hodgetts & Chamberlain,1992). Some of the older stereotypes
found in various media—including the Mammy, Tom, and Coon characters—have been
updated and remain well-entrenched in current media representations of Blacks.
However, more recently, in addition to stereotypes of Blacks as inferior disklypnest,
comical, and ignorant, other images include welfare queen, gangster rapper, and the
porno chick that can be found in most rap videos (Littlefield, 2008). Entman and Rojecki
(2001) maintain that the replication of these media depictions can be a powerful mfluenc

on individual political perceptions and racial attitudes, while also promoting notions of
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racial inferiority. Continued scholarly research is necessary to igenéfrelationship
between Black stereotypes found in media representations and the insights of the
dominant group. With the continued advancement of new media, it becomes necessary to
extend the research to images that are framed in online content.
Media Representations
Greenberg, Mastro, and Brand (2002) note that media representationsksf Bla
have continued to cause concern despite the Kerner Commission implicationstgver for
years ago. Gray (2000) observes that the media, specifically popularnoelehas
remodeled but has not made any real structural changes in how Blacks eteddegde
states that in the television landscape, America’s diverse environmeativess within a
carefully identified collective, structural, and economic perceptiomtiaaitains the
integrative principles of racial communication. Television and other medigstantyy
produce unconstructive images and provide little opportunity of repairing or addressin
those representations (Graves, 1999). However, the media had help in legitimigéng the
images and realities. Pilgrim and Middleton (2001) argue that
Ministers preached that God had condemned Blacks to be servants. Scientists
measured Black heads, brains, faces and genitalia, seeking to prove that White
were genetically superior to Blacks. White teachers, teaching only sthdents,
taught that Blacks were less evolved cognitively, psychologically andllyoci
The entertainment media, from vaudeville to television, portrayed Blacks as
docile servants, happy-go-lucky idiots and dangerous thugs. (Para. 6)
As the stereotypical portrayals received more exposure and validation, the weade

from unreal to practical for White audiences (Winston, 1982). Radio was a major culprit
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in cultivating these negative imagésnos and Andya popular radio show about Blacks,
which was voiced by White actors, created a network of Black caricatures and
ridiculousness originally found in the traditions of minstrel shows and vaudeville.
Unfortunately, this program helped to broaden the chasm between the realéglofital
in America and the unrealistic portrayals (Bogle, 2001; Winston, 1982). Themnwas
inherent “need to truly believe in these images” as a justification for inhutreatment
and discrimination (Ellison, 1966, pp. 45-46).

Until the early sixties, the Mammy, Tom, and Coon depictions were the most
prevalent Black images in television, radio, film, and print. The traditional mammy
character was a slave, usually a generously-sized woman, who worked fastiee im
the big house. She was unattractive, usually unmarried, and her focus was alwa
maintaining order for the White family (Bogle, 2001; MacDonald, 1992). In 1939, the
most famous example of a mammy portrayal was Hattie McDaniel'sleheg Award-
winning performance itone with the Win@Bogle, 2001). In the 1980s, several media
scholars contemplated whether Oprah Winfrey owed her colossal successkenass|
and relationship to the historical mammy stereotype (Hudson, 1998). Initially, Oprah
was portrayed as a warmhearted and comforting, sexless, nurturing, andreways
and satisfied Black woman. However, those early comparisons all but disappeared,
particularly with Winfrey’s multi-billion dollar media empire. Most redgnsituational
comedies such ddeet the BrownandHouse of Payneand films with the hugely
popular Madea character, have reintroduced the more modern mammy stereotype to

media audiences all over again (Perry, 2009; Svetkey, Watson, & Wheat, 2009).

71



Bogle (1999) describes the Tom stereotype as a “socially acceptabléNégax
[who despite being] chased, harassed, hounded, flogged, enslaved and insulted, kept the
faith, never turned against their White masters and remained hearty subnsissoye
generous, selfless and oh-so-very kind” (pp. 5-6). This stereotype was nartied for
main character iincle Tom’s CabirfLarson, 2006). Bogle (1999) believes that Sidney
Poitier, a popular Black actor in the early 1950s, was so successful because nsost of hi
roles were modeled after the Tom stereotype. However, his portrayals inatuded a
intelligence and class that had not been present in other depictions. He never went
against the White order of superiority, but instead cultivated and preservel dagis
and self-respect (Bogle, 1999).

The comedic coon stereotype was seen as the most humiliating and harmful
characterization. Bogle (1999) describes this version as “lazy, no-accoodfay
nothing, forever-in-hot water, a natural born comedian, sneaky and unreliable” (pp. 41—
42). This stereotype was popularized through several film and television partrayal
including the Anos and Andprogram. Later depictions of the coon stereotype could be
found in sitcoms such &ood TimesFresh Prince Martin, TheChappelleShow Meet
the BrownsHouse of Payneandl Hate Chris in reality shows includinglavor of Love;
and big screen movies suchFaglay andHustle and Flow

Fortunately, the explicit reiteration of such images is no longer extensive
however, other negative images and depictions have replaced the older stereotypes with
the same intensity. Blacks are now commonly portrayed as thugs, gang pangers
promiscuous whores, and violent criminals, and are primarily associated in the media

with issues such as welfare mothers, teen pregnancy, single mothers, pusingh
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projects, low IQ scores—all attempting to create images of Blackslaokl amily life
in America (Berry, 1998, para. 13).
Black Imagesin Television News

Local television news provides many Americans with their daily dose of mevs a
other information. In fact, despite the expansion of the Internet, televisiolh tisesti
primary source for information (The Pew Research Center, 2008). For example,
approximately 68% of Americans continue to get their news from local televidien (T
Pew Research Center, 2009). Parenti (1992) argues that the news media aemai
powerful influence for most Americans. He states that “our notion of what acjaoljta
detective, a corporate executive, a farmer, an African or a Mexican-éanaesi like,
what rural or inner-city life should be, our anticipations about romantic and sexual
experiences, crime and foreign enemies, bureaucrats and protestors, policesaiudes:
are all heavily colored by our exposure to the news media (p. 4). Itis suggested that
because of the overwhelming dependence on local television news, this medium may be a
dominant force in manipulating opinions of race throughout the country (Entman, 1990;
Poindexter, Smith, & Heider, 2003). Moreover, the local news media is quite often an
influential source for racialized communication (Hall, Critcher, Jesfer€larke, &
Roberts, 1978).

Research suggests that local television news misrepresents and stef@laighes
and other people of color (Campbell, 1995; Dates & Barlow, 1993; Entman, 1992;
Entman & Rojecki, 2001; Larson, 2006; Wilson & Gutierrez, 1995). In addition, Larson
(2006) observes that Blacks receive more attention on news programs than any other

racial group. Local television news follows a pre-programmed manuscript) vémorts
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crime and illustrates that criminal offenders are mostly nonwhitar(&, 1990, 1992;
Dixon, 2000, 2008; Gilliam & lyengar, 2000). van Dijk (2000) posits that continuing the
exploitation of Black images in television news “creates in-group cohesion felithe
and maintains dominance over people of color
(p- 48). In addition, Dixon (2003) states that in local television news, “the message
appears to be that Whites are the authoritative voice of reason, whereasaBsdties
source of crime and chaos” (p. 137). The negative images consistently gubitralye
local news media maneuver the direction of racial discourse in the nmeldia society.
Littlejohn (1989) argues that the mixture of language, framing, rhetoric egetitron
produced in television news has a lasting influence on an individual’s perceptions over
time. Research is expanding in the area of television news and race.

Gilliam and lyengar (2000) conducted a study on the impact of the crime script on
viewers. Their investigation found that exposure to the racial facet of criateere
content increases Whites’ backing for more penalizing criminal poliogsareases
their negative attitudes towards Blacks. Similarly, Gilliam, Vatentand Beckman
(2002) examined the interface of exposure to local crime news and neighborhood context.
They discovered that when White participants were exposed to racial stesdatgpene
stories on the local news, they were more supportive of tougher polices to deal with
crime, had negative attitudes regarding Blacks, and sensed isolation morddots &
a group.

Dixon (2008) conducted several studies on images of Blacks in the media,
examining both local and television news. Dixon (2008a) investigated whether exposure

to overrepresentation of Blacks as criminals in local television newssafferceptions
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of Blacks and of crime. Interestingly, he found that exposure to overrepreseofati
Blacks as criminals is positively associated with the attitude tlaakBlare violent.

In another study featuring network news, Dixon (2008b) conducted a survey to
observe if exposure to network news had an effect on the racial perceptions andattitude
regarding Blacks. His results imply network news exposure does perpRlacke
stereotypes of poverty and violence.

Local television news is produced to inform but also to influence and affect public
opinion, and it provides the public with many perspectives, including those on race.
Research has investigated the social ramifications of the depictions ahchcacial
stereotypes cultivated through local television news. Television remains tlayprim
source of news and information, yet the Internet has also become a charmepiablic
to get information. Research about how the new media frames race and disaisises ra
stereotypes is limited. This study will add to the scholarly research on ndva amel
race by identifying those discussions and racial frames in political.blogs
Resear ch Hypotheses

In an effort to identify explicit and implicit racial framing in politicabgks during
the 2008 presidential election, this study proposes a set of hypotheses. Theseaypothe
focus on components of the content in political blog postings and traditional mainstream
media articles.

Blogs have become the latest entry in new media to affect the politidackpe.
Weblogs (blogs) are diaries or journals, written by one or more authors an@deaport
chronological order on the Internet, and the blogosphere is the collective cdgnaiuni

all types of blogs. According to Technorati (2008), the number of blogs has doubled in
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the last two years. The inventory of topics available on the blogosphere includgs new
entertainment, and politics. Political blogs are the focus of this study. Althougbgbol

blogs are read by a small fraction of the United States population, their irltesaches

further because of their relationships with mainstream media (Adami@éc&] 2005).

Many organizations and mainstream media outlets have added blogs to theieaialtim
offerings and political campaigns at every level and have incorporatedfbiagsinsic
campaign purposes and for public responses; hence, blogs have become a staple in social
communication (Drezner & Farrell, 2008; Welch, 2003).

There are mixed views concerning the importance and influence of political blog
on politics and public perception. Blogs have masterminded several events that point to
their supposed significance, including several media scandals, the 2004 prdsidentia
election, legal outcomes, and international affairs (Drezner & Fa2(¥4),

It is suggested that the blogosphere provides more political segmentation than
traditional media, and research contends that the political blogosphere is mostly
fragmented along the conservative and liberal ideological continuum. lmoacldi
political blogs usually contain linkages that connect them to blogs of sidelas.

Moreover, it has been argued that race and political ideology are intetrelatenat
vein, Carmines and Stimson (1989) claim that when people state their political
ideologies, they are also providing their views on race. Yet, other resssaachue that
there is no clear relationship between race and political ideology, but instepdlityat
choices have more to do with the framework of the particular ideology and not race

Framing theory has increased in mass media research, and the literature on

political blogs and news frames is expanding. However, there is a dearsearcteon
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political blogs and how race is discussed or framed. Explicit communication abeut ra
in the media is rare but still exists, specifically the mention of a persmes whereas
implicit racial communication has succeeded explicit racial commuaicathen

political elites and the media discuss race or topics that are raciallyatedti Racial
stereotypes continue to exist in the media, and old-fashioned stereotypes have been
reconstructed. In addition, other stereotypes, more modern yet just as degrading, have
been added to the media representations of Blacks.

It is thought that conservative political blogs and traditional media include mor
explicit and implicit racial framing, more racial stereotypes, ancenmatances of
modern racism than liberal blogs and traditional media. Per the aforementioned
evidence, this study proposes the following hypotheses.

H1: Conservative blogs contain more explicit racial framing than

liberal blogs.

H2: Conservative blogs contain more explicit racial framing than

conservative mainstream media.

H3: Liberal blogs contain more explicit racial framing than

liberal mainstream media.

H4: Conservative blogs contain more implicit racial framing than

liberal blogs.

H5: Conservative blogs contain more implicit racial framing than

conservative mainstream media.

H6: Liberal blogs contain more implicit racial framing than

liberal mainstream media.
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H7: Conservative blogs frame more racial stereotypes of Blacks
than liberal blogs.

H8: Conservative blogs frame more racial stereotypes of Blacks
than conservative traditional media.

H9: Liberal blogs frame more racial stereotypes of Blacks than
liberal mainstream media.

H10: Conservative blogs frame more instances of modern racism
than liberal blogs.

H11: Conservative blogs frame more instances of modern

racism than conservative traditional media.
H12: Liberal blogs frame more instances of modern racism than

liberal mainstream media.
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CHAPTER 5:
METHODOLOGY

The primary purpose of this investigation was to identify racial framing in
political blogs and mainstream media during the 2008 presidential campaign. To
accomplish this, content analysis was utilized as the methodology. The gdal wa
discover the nuances of racial framing inherent in the media selected fetuthysduring
the 2008 presidential campaign. Matthes and Kohring (2008) admit that framedere qui
abstract and sometimes difficult to categorize and code in research aisiegt@analysis,
yet if done correctly, content analysis can extract the appropriate data.
Content analysis as a research tool for mass communication can be traced back t
Bereleson (1952), who describes it as “a research technique for the objesteadic
and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication” (p. 18).
Similarly, Neuendorf (2002) defines content analysis as “the summarizing,tgtreati
analysis of messages that relies on scientific method including an oleseofdahe
standards of objectivity/inter-subjectivity, a priori design, reliahillidity,
generalizability, replicability and hypothesis testing” (p. 33). Morenty, Riffe, Lacy,
and Fico (2007) define quantitative content analysis methodology as follows:
A systematic and replicable examination of symbols of communication which
have been assigned numeric values according to valid measurement rules and the
analysis of relationships involving those values using statistical methods to
describe the communication, draw inferences about its meaning or infer from the
communication to its context both of production and consumptions. (p. 25)
In analyzing political blogs and mainstream media, and to realize the wbjetthis

study, Riffe, Lacy, & Fico’s (2007) definition was utilized as a methodologicatiie.
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There are several reasons to utilize content analysis as the primary negkhodo
First, content analysis is an inconspicuous method that does not influence thehresear
data in any way. Second, content analysis focuses directly on the actuajengssaent
in the media content. Finally, content analysis allows for the overall management of
large amounts of uncategorized and indefinite data for inclusive inspection (Herring,
Scheidt, Kouper, Wright, & McMillan, 2005; Krippendorff, 2004; Meraz, 2007; Weber,
1990). In contrast, content analysis as a methodology also presented some problematic
issues for this study. For instance, content analysis was time consuming jacttsub
concerns of reliability and measurement. It was possible, however, by fajltha
guidelines and procedures, to work with this chosen method for this study.

Reliability and consistency were the primary concerns of designingttidy
around political blogs and mainstream media. McMillan (2000) recommendslsevera
principles to consider when completing content analysis, including developomgiae
set of hypotheses or research questions, precisely defining the sampliag fram
establishing the units of analysis and creating a valid and reliable codebookparityex
training the coders to the data. Several studies incorporating McMillantspés in
analyzing blogs were consulted for this study (Herring et. al., 2005; Hetrialy, 007,
Meraz, 2007).

Framing M easur ement

There are several measurement guides that have been created as aanethod f
measuring the frames in news and information content. Ghanem (1997) developed a
guide that includes the use of subtopics, the character of the content, how the content is

presented graphically, and detailed information in the material. From th&siregeent
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guide, an explicit racial frame was constructed that includes the mentiontiz&pol
candidates and voters, the use of photographs or video, and the mention of substantive
policy issues (Caliendo & Mcllwain, 2006; Reeves, 1999; Terkildsen & Damore, 1999).
In addition, a framework was developed to analyze the implicit racial appeals
communicated in blog and mainstream media messages (Barnard, 2007; Burdein, 2007;
Kellstedt, 2003; Mendelberg, 2001). This prior research was utilized in this study for
identification of the implicit and explicit frames of this study.
Data Sampling

The blogosphere, which is defined as a neighborhood of blogs synchronized and
existing within a platform called the World Wide Web (WWW), is constantlyispift
and growing. In Blood’s (2002) analysis of the status of blogging, she found less than
thirty influential political blogs. Today, Technorati (2008) reports indexing over 130
million different blogs since 2000. Examining blogs is a new area of scholagbrces
consequently, the methods of assessment are also in the early stages afi@xplor
(Hargittai, Gallo, & Kane, 2008). K. Wallensten (2007) argues that the mosutiffic
aspect of using blogs for research is deciding on which blogs are appropriatgpke. sa
Although much research has been conducted on political blogs, there are currently no
clear-cut or approved criteria for blog selection; hence, the decision about hdecto se
the sample for this study was indeed vexing and problematic.

Currently, there are only a few blog search engines that have been utilized i
academic research. If blogs are necessary to define an academic popukseasth
engines currently provide very different sets of information. If feasiblesitgva blog

search integrating several blog engines provides the most valid and redglite for the
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researcher’s needs (Hearst, Hurst, & Dumais, 2007; Thelwall & Hasler, 2006). T
determine the sample for his study on political blogs, Scott (2007) utilizedtkiaga of
fellow political bloggers and industry appraisals. McMillan (2000) sugdests t
researchers can also use online and offline directories, online rankieagsysearch
engines, and traditional media websites to determine a sample of blogsefmche

Sundar, Edwards, Hu, and Stavrositu (2007) examined online directories for their study
of online mental health blogs. Meraz (2007) utilized a similar strategy indr&r w
examining agenda setting and the networked blogosphere. Hence, this currensstudy al
adopted this multi-method strategy used in these previous studies for choosingl politic
blogs for the sample in this dissertation. The search engines chosen to aidimgsttlec
sample of blogs were Bloglines, BlogPulse, and Technorati.

Most search engines employ a “most popular” or top 100 list of available blogs
gathered from the three search engines. The top twenty blogs from eachegairtie s
engines’ top lists were selected for this study, and then they were ohjanize
spreadsheets by their rankings and/or popularity. Several elements atdtynati
removed a blog from consideration for this study. First, those blogs that were not
characterized as political in nature were automatically removed fronsth@dluding
personal diaries, consumer, or celebrity blogs. The next component isolated was
language; any blog which posted in a language other than English was removed from
consideration. Finally, blogs which had any affiliation with a mainstreacharoutlet
were also automatically removed from consideration for this study. Aftdlimglthose
mandatory guidelines, each blog was then reviewed to verify its functionality;rver

the blog’s accessibility from different computer systems and inspectogrégular
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planned system-downtimes. The blogs were also verified for accesshileearcThe
data retrieved for this study was over two years old, so trouble-free arabéaiichival
access was a necessity for the success of this study. Finally, tieapioléntification
for each blog had to be verified. None of the search engines employed for this stud
specified an ideological identification for all of the blogs, so it was napess establish
the political affiliation before selecting the top five blogs from the listhfierati was
the only search engine that categorized the blogs by political @dfiia

Earlier studies have made use of several methods to confirm the politaabyle
of blogs (Hargittai, Gallo, & Kane, 2008; Merez, 2007; Wallsten, 2007). K. Wallsten
(2007) suggests several ways to establish the political identity of a blodyasedwere
employed in this study. First, blogs were checked for self-identificatipoldical
ideology, and several blogs did have sections that specified the blog’s political
preferences. That was the preferred manner of classification, but not all of the blog
chose to self-identify. Reviewing the blog headings and other content on the blog
templates, including what other blogs were included in the blogrolls, was anothedmet
of identifying the blog’s political identity for this study. Blogs oftenliried political
affiliation in the blog titles, or the various networks that a blog linked to could provide a
clue for the researcher. A final technique used to identify political aitfihaof the blogs
was to test the actual blog content for exact mentions of the affiliation or ¢teeck t
author’s personal statements.

Once the political affiliation was confirmed for each of the blogs in theHist, t
top five conservative and top five liberal blogs were selected by comparingnkireg;a

authority, and functionality of the blogs. Employing several search engircentdy
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the sample ensured that the selected blogs were the top elite blogs in the blegolsphe
is important to note that these rankings changed almost daily, and the bdolgthea

most popular or most influential for this study may have changed during theviaist se
months of the study.

There are two very distinct types of political blogs existing on the Irttdrae
were sampled for this study. First, there are blogs associatedydivébth traditional
media websites (Meraz, 2007). Examples include ABC (Political Punch), GB&c(P
eye), CNN (AC360), Fox News (Gretawir&)ewsweekThe Ruckus) and tHdew York
Times(The Caucus). The second type of blog is independent of the mainstream media
and is usually written by one or more authors, although some of the authors may have
been associated with mainstream media at one time. The second categorywhiblogs
chosen for this study. For the purpose of this study, the blogs chosen for idemtificati
were autonomous from any mainstream media organization.

Employing the aforementioned selection criteria, a total sample of 10veéygs
chosen and included in this study. The selected blogs were Hot Air (conservative),
Power Line (conservative), Ace of Spades (conservative), Little Gieetballs
(conservative), Michelle Macklin (conservative), Talking Points MemordilpeT hink
Progress (liberal), Crooks and Liars (liberal), Eschaton (liberal), am¢histe (liberal).
These top blogs have previously been reviewed and utilized in other academhresea
(Meraz, 2007). The mainstream media sampled in this study were chosen fdr severa
reasons: highest rankings in national newspaper circulation, availabilitghoyal

materials to sample, and appropriate balance of political ideologies. Thstriaam
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media chosen for this study included the replica version olNEwe York Time&NYT)
and thewall Street Journa{WSsJ).

TheNew York Timewas chosen because it is often feted as one of the most
highly regarded and trusted newspapers in the United States. It frequenthacdsna
leadership role and largely leads in setting the media agenda (GilbatgMEZ ombs,

& Nicholas, 1980). In addition, regularly, theew York Timestrongly influences the
news agenda for smaller media markets and is called the nation’s authoefigrence to
its influence around the country (Mnookin, 2004). Finally,Nlesv York Timess
considered to espouse a more liberal philosophy.

TheWall Street Journais another newspaper with national circulation. Its main
focus is financial and economic news, but it does cover national politics and economic
issues. In a recent survey conducted by the Project for Excellence in i3oui(2808),
theWall Street Journascored the highest in believability and credibility ratings
compared with ten other print media outlets. Lastly, it was chosen for thisesampl
because of its more conservative perspective.

The period from February 10, 2007 to November 5, 2008 was selected as the time
period for this analysis. This date was based on the date that Barack Obaialdyoffic
announced his candidacy for president of the United States on February 10, 2007; the
issue of race became official in the presidential campaign at that time.

The blogs were randomly selected into one of five groups with one blog each and
one mainstream newspaper each. Each blog group was sampled approximiately fou

times a month for an approximate total of 2,247 blog posts.
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The mainstream media sources were sampled every other day of the sample
period for a total of 642 transcripts. A search was conducted on LexisNexisyo veri
availability of all mainstream media transcripts.

Neunedorf (2002) states that the unit of analysis is an identifiable message by
which the variables for a study are measured. It is this component that wakeddor
this study to assess the research questions and test the hypotheses M2000an
makes clear that when analyzing Web material, researchers should lie spdefining
the unit of analysis and should specify it in the study. The unit of analysis for the
framing in political blogs is individual blog posts and newspaper articles.

The articles and the blog posts are described in three different ways. T$he post
are described as an editorial or opinion of the author about a certain issue or concern; a
personal statement from the author regarding an issue or a random concern (usually
found only in the blog posts); news and information only (only the news item and
additional remarks from the author); and news and information wherein the author posts a
news item and then provides a personal comment or opinion (Reeves, 1997).

The unit of analysis for thdew York Timeand théWall Street Journais any
article that contains the search string of wgmassidential campaigon the first page of
the replica version of the newspapers on the sample date.

Coding Categories and Variable Selection

A racial frame has been constructed in several studies. Reeves (1997) ebnducte
a multimethod investigation of the 1989 mayoral campaign of David Dinkins and
Rudolph Giuliani by analyzing survey data and Nesv York TimesCaliendo and

Mcllwain (2006) observed racial appeals and framing of minority candidates in the
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Senate and House of Representatives elections in 2004. Utilizing this previoushresea
on racial framing, several variables were identified for examinationsrstady.

The explicit racial appeal variables include explicit racial frammngrticle or
blog titles, explicit racial framing in article or blog content, and the meuwfitine race of
the political candidate in the specific media.

Previous framing research examines implicit communication, racial aues
codes words that have been observed in visual media images. Kellstedt (2003) conducted
a study on media framing of race in terms of individualistic or egalitariaesand
suggested that type of rhetoric is very difficult to quantify in any rekedre conducted
a pilot study of his primary sources and created a dictionary of keywaaould be
available to code. He also utilized the themes from modern racism to pull out @sywor
and phrases, such e same protection under the lastatements focusing on
discrimination, or statements about earning received benefits. In the sgnitaweard
(2007) conducted a pilot study to examine how newspapers handle implicit race
communication. In addition to the code words that had been discussed in previous
research, Barnard found sufficient word content to complete his observation. For
instance, he came acrasgegration gangs Al SharptonHurricane Katring urban area
inner city, social conflict projects anddiversity(p. 20).

Utilizing Burdein’s (2007), Kellstedt's (2000) and Barnard’s (2007) research, a
sample was created to acquire content for the implicit code words for the gtudy
sample of ten random blogs and newspapers was chosen, and a list of implicitfappeals
this study includesner city, urban areaspoverty welfarerecipients welfare queen

poor, food stampdederal aid federal policiescrime, violence Al SharptonJesse
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JacksonJeremiah Wrightcommunity organizerg\corn, drugs real America
patriotism civil rights, Hurricane Katring quotas law and ordeyunderclasscotton
picking ominous NAACR low-income diversity discriminationintegration
impoverishedsocial problemsbusing andintegration health disparitiesThe variables
in the study that were coded for implicit racial framing include implictaldraming
present in article or blog titles, and implicit racial framing incéetor blog content.
Coding and Intercoder Reliability

Initially, three graduate students and the primary researcher wetkikzhand
trained to code the content for this study. Riffe, Lacy, & Fico (2007) advise tHadythe
to accurate coding is clear and concise operationalization of the categdmes. T
necessitates creating exact instructions for the coding process. HolSh g3
several requirements that lead to satisfactory coding instructions, includiegatieg
definitions that indicate the purpose of the research, and being independent and deriving
from a single classification principle (p. 101). The coders were trained ootitias
study. They were sent an initial package, which included the coding instructiompe sa
blogs, and information for the online tool. In addition, there were severaéardiot
dissertation abstracts by Mendelberg (2001), Caliendo and Mcllwain (2006), and Meraz
(2007) provided to the coders. These documents were included because theyaare simi
in focus and methodology to this study. Skype was utilized for the online training
sessions. During the first one-hour session, access was given to the online tool, coding
guidelines were thoroughly explained, and several examples were providegdecbthe
one-hour session provided an opportunity for the primary researcher and the individual

coders to go through the calendars, find every blog in the study, access them, find the
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archives, and locate several blogs on the calendars. The final task durirgj boaita
session was to code two blogs. This exercise gave the initial coders the oppttuni
experience the online tool as a coding document, maneuver within the blog, comment,
and ask questions.

Intercoder reliability was the final element to establish. Neuendorf (2092gsar
that without the establishment of responsible intercoder reliability, the conedysia
measures derived from the study data are useless (p. 141). The sample required for
reliability rating is 10% of the full study cases sample or a minimum of 50 detns to
be coded (Landis & Koch, 1977). For this study, 10% of the study sample was chosen
and an intercoder reliability analysis using Cohen’s Kappa was conducted toideter
the consistency between the coders for this study. Cohen’s Kappa is widehmamsagl
communication scholars to assess reliability and is especially reconsena®minal
data (Lombard, 2003). The intercoder reliability assessed for this study was
Kappa=0.896 with a range of .255 to 1.00 within the variables in this study. Landis &
Koch (1977) suggest that with Kappa, anything above .70 would be an acceptable rate for
intercoder agreement. The study did not incorporate the variable with Kappa=.255 into

the results of this study.
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CHAPTER 6:
RESULTS

The primary goal of this study was to identify the presence of raciaingam
political blogs and mainstream media. The findings for each of the hypotheses and
research question are reported below. A total of 2,247 blog posts and mainstream media
articles were analyzed for this study (see Table 1). There were 1¢@lid ohassified as
conservative or right-leaning and 1,173 were classified as liberal or IeifitdeaAs a
reminder, the five conservative blogs in this study were Ace of Spades, Hotider,
Green Footballs, Michelle Malkin. and Powerline, and the five liberal blogs weok<
and Liars, Eschaton, Feministe, Talking Points Meanal, Think Progress. Théew
York Timegepresented the liberal mainstream media antMdlé Street Journal
represented the conservative mainstream media.

The first hypothesis predicted that conservative blogs would utilize explital
framing more often than liberal blogs. A chi-square analysis tested poshiegis. The
blog political ideology category was one variable, and frequency of explital appeals
in the (1) blog title, (2) blog content, and (3) mentions of political candida@eéwere
the other variables. As indicated in Table 2, conservative blogs utilized exgutiait r
appeals in the blog titles 5.9% £ 49) of the time while it was included 5.6%<X 44) of
the time in liberal blogs. Regarding the actual content, conservative bémtgsuse of
explicit racial appeals in the content 15.394(127) of the time compared to 13.786
107) of the time in the content of liberal blogs. In addition, conservative blogs mentioned
the political candidate's race 6.7%=56) of the time in contrast to 5.2%% 41) of the
time found in the liberal blogs. Based on the chi-square results of the bloggite9%9,

df =1, p =.821), the blog contenfg = .81,df = 1,p = .367), and the mentions of
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political candidate’s raceq = 1.58,df = 1,p = .209), the results were not statistically
significant.

The second hypothesis focused on a comparison between the conservative
political blogosphere and conservative mainstream media. The objective of this
hypothesis was to determine if conservative blogs indeed were more likely tha
conservative mainstream media to use explicit racial framing. To find s if
hypothesis was supported by the study data, a cross-tabulation with a chissigses
was produced. The results (see Table 3) indicate that conservative blogsecbntai
explicitly racial appeals within the titles 5.9% of the time=(49), while conservative
mainstream media included explicitly racially appeals within thestibinly 2.5%1{ = 6)
of the time. When comparing the actual content in the two different media, the
conservative blog content contained racially explicit framing 1518%127) of the time,
while conservative mainstream media content included explicit raciainigar©% ( =
19) of the time. Mentions of political candidates by race in the conservative blogs
occurred 6.7%r(= 56) of the time, while mentions of a candidate’s race by conservative
mainstream media occurred 12.486=(30) of the time (this is in the opposite direction
hypothesized). Based on the chi-square results for conservative blogs andearainst
titles (2 = 4.48,df = 1,p < .034),media contentyf = 8.77,df = 1,p < .003), and explicit
mention of a political candidate’s ragg@ € 8.17,df = 1,p < .004), this hypothesis was
supported.

The third hypothesis predicted that liberal blogs would be more likely to make use
of explicit racial framing than traditional liberal media. To test kiyisothesis a chi-

square analysis was conducted. The chi-square analysis presented in Table thahow
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liberal blogs utilized explicit racial framing in titles 5.6%=X 44) of the time, compared
to 10.2% ( = 40) in mainstream media. The overall blog content was framed as
explicitly racial 13.7%1§ = 107) of the time by liberal political blogs compared to 29.2%
(n=114) of the time by liberal mainstream media. Explicit racial reé&®to a political
candidate’s race occurred in liberal blogs 5.206 @1) of the time, while liberal
mainstream media referred to a political candidate’s race 2h82) of the time. The
chi-square results of the data for blogs and mainstream #tles3(30,df = 1,p < .004),
content 2 = 40.81df = 1,p <.001), and mention of a political candidate’s raé¢e=(
68.70,df = 1,p < .001) indicate there is a difference in the explicit framing between
liberal political blogs and liberal mainstream media but the hypothesis coubé not
supported (i.e., the results were significant in the opposite direction predicted).

The fourth hypothesis predicted that conservative political blogs would contain
more implicit racial framing than liberal political blogs. To find out if a dédfece
existed between implicit racial framing in conservative and liberakblgross-
tabulation with a chi-square analysis was conducted. According to the preskated
in Table 5, conservative blogs contained implicit racial framing in blagstitD.8%1f =
165) of the time compared to 11.8%~92) of the time in the liberal blog titles.
Reviewing the results for the blog content, conservative blogs were more liketjudea
implicit racial framing 26.8%r(= 223) of the time when compared to liberal blogs,
which included the implicit racial framing 17.3% £ 135) of the time. Based on this
chi-square analysis for the media titlgs<£ 19.59df = 1, p < .001) and the media

content 2 = 21.25df = 1,p < .001), this hypothesis was supported.
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The fifth hypothesis determined if conservative blogs would be more likely to
cover more implicit racial framing than conservative mainstream mediaestthis
hypothesis, a chi-square analysis was executed to determine whetbavabex
difference between the two groups in terms of implicit racial framing. r@$dts shown
in Table 6 indicate that conservative blogs contained instances of impliaitfracning
in the blog titles 19.8%n(= 165) of the time, whereas conservative mainstream media
titles contained implicit racial framing 2.5% £ 6) of the time. In the media’s actual
content, conservative blogs expressed implicit racial framing 26189223) of the time
compared to 4.5%n(= 11) of the time in conservative mainstream media. The chi-
square results for the media titlgd £ 42.16df = 1,p < .001) and the media contegpt (
=54.50,df=1,p < .001) suggested that conservative political blogs were more inclined
to contain implicit racial framing than conservative mainstream media hipiothesis
was supported.

The sixth hypothesis proposed that liberal blogs would be more likely to use
implicit racial framing than liberal mainstream media. To considerdhohi-square was
produced to determine whether there was a difference between the two groupsrand thei
instances of implicit racial framing. According to the analysis (T@pléberal blog
titles were implicitly racially framed 11.8% € 92) of the time and liberal mainstream
titles were implicitly racially framed 9.2% & 36) of the time. The content contained in
liberal blogs was implicitly racially framed 17.3 %% 135) of the time compared to
32.7% @ = 128) of the time in liberal mainstream media. Based on the chi-square results

for media titlesf? = 1.75,df = 1,p = .185) and media conteng = 35.87df=1,p<
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.001), this hypothesis was not supported (i.e., the results were significant in the opposite
direction expected).

The seventh hypothesis predicted that conservative blogs would be likely to frame
racial stereotypes of Blacks and/or African Americans more often thaalldegs. A
chi-square was conducted to test this hypothesis. Reviewing the chi-squgsesana
found in Table 8, conservative blogs included racial stereotypes of BlackshAfrica
Americans 13.5%n(= 112) of the time compared to liberal blogs, which contained racial
stereotypes for Blacks/African Americans 9.086=(70) of the time. Based on these
findings (2 = 8.19,df = 1,p < .004), this hypothesis was supported.

The eighth hypothesis projected that conservative blogs would be more likely to
frame racial stereotypes than conservative mainstream media. To eviaisiat
hypothesis, a chi-square test was processed. As revealed in Table 9, therehi-squa
analysis showed that conservative blogs framed racial stereotypes h3:5P42) of the
time contrasted with 5.4% € 13) of the time for the conservative mainstream media.
The resultsy? = 11.93df = 3,p < .001) did indicate a statistical difference. As
anticipated, this hypothesis was supported.

The ninth hypothesis predicted that liberal blogs would be more likely to frame
racial stereotypes of Blacks/African Americans than the liberatstraiam media. To
test this supposition, a chi-square analysis was performed. Observing thesfinding
depicted in Table 10, liberal blogs framed racial stereotypes of BlacksAfAmericans
9.0% f = 70) of the time compared with liberal mainstream media, which framed racial
stereotypes of Blacks/African Americans 13.8%(54) of the time. Based on the

findings obtained from the chi-square analygis{6.51,df= 1,p < .011), there was a
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noted statistical difference in how these two groups framed raciabtytees, but the
hypothesis could not be confirmed or supported because the difference was in the
opposite direction.
The tenth hypothesis expected that conservative blogs would be likely to contain
more occurrences of modern racism than liberal blogs. To test this, a cle-agabysis
was selected. The analysis, illustrated in Table 11, showed that conservative blogs
included modern racism occurrences 4.99% @1) of the time compared to 3.1%=<
24) of the time in liberal blogs. The chi-square resyhs 3.60,df = 1,p = .058)
implied that there was a near significant statistical differendeeiptesentation of
modern racism in conservative blogs compared to modern racism found in liberal blogs.
The eleventh hypothesis inferred that conservative blogs would be more likely to
frame occurrences of modern racism than conservative mainstream memizssA
tabulation with a chi-square analysis was conducted. The findings indicated that
conservative blogs contained modern racism 419%41) of the time compared to
conservative mainstream media, which had no actual occurrences of modern rd@sm. T
results, shown in Table 12, indicated a significant differegfce 11.09df=1,p<
.001), and this hypothesis was supported. Note that this test used the Yates’ continuity
correction because one of the cells had less than five observations (SiegteBfaGa
1988).
The twelfth hypothesis predicted that liberal blogs would be more likely to
contain occurrences of modern racism than liberal mainstream media. suee
analysis was conducted to test the hypothesis. The chi-square resultsdrepbaise

13, specified that 3.1% E 24) of liberal blogs included occurrences of modern racism
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compared to 6.9%n(= 27) of liberal mainstream media. The chi-square reggdlts 9.22
df = 1,p <.001) found a statistical difference in how these two media frame modern
racism; nevertheless, the hypothesis was not supported (i.e., in the oppositdifect

the prediction).
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CHAPTER7:
DISCUSSION

In this section, the results of the study will be reviewed. This section will be
organized as follows: explicit racial framing, implicit racial fragyiracial stereotypes,
and modern racism. The next section addresses the findings, relevant limttatioss
study, and directions for future research. In cases of nonsupported hypothesatj\ate
explanations and post hoc analyses will be posited. The final section will include
limitations of the study and concluding remarks.

The primary findings from this study reveal that explicit and implasial
framing are consistently present in political blogs and mainstream ndwaise findings
have social implications. Blogs, specifically political blogs, increasadmebly in
popularity and influence during the last decade and in particular during the 2008
presidential campaign (The Pew Research Center, 2009). When considering the
simplicity of initiating a blog, the number of citizens participating intpall blogs, and
the extraordinary influence political blogs have had on recent events (erd.|ott
Jena 6), it is evident that political blogs have become a powerful force in thegboliti
landscape and merit increased research attention from the academic cymio@i
findings of this study suggest that race still matters in the United Stadesis being
discussed and channeled online through political blogs and mainstream media.
Explicit Racial Framing

The first three hypotheses examined explicit racial framing in padlilogs and
mainstream media. As discussed in the literature review, expliat egpeals utilize a
noun or adjective to express anti-Black sentiments (Mendelberg, 2001). Currently,

explicit racial appeals are not a popular method for discussing race, but theyl ben sti
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found today in various media outlets. Several findings related to these first three
hypotheses warrant additional mention. First, hypothesis one predicted that doreserva
political blogs would more likely include explicit racial framing than lgdgrolitical
blogs. However, the study results indicated that explicit framing in conserbéigs
was not statistically different from explicit framing in liberal blogeherefore, the
hypothesis was not supported. The results found in this hypothesis were different than in
past research (Mendelberg, 2001). Since the hypothesis was not supported, it was
important to provide alternative explanations to determine other elements thhawvea
been influential in the non-supported confirmation. Additionally, based on these,results
a post hoc analysis was completed to investigate possible variations withitathe da
Specifically under consideration was the overall tone of the blogs.

An alternative explanation for the lack of support of this hypothesis may be
correlated with an increase in size and influence of the liberal progressgasphere.
As previously mentioned, the progressive blogosphere has increased in size, pppularity
and readership during the last several years. Previous studies (ArmstZamig&,
2006; Bowers & Stoller, 2005; Treymayne, 2007) indicate the initial dominance and
popularity of the conservative blogosphere. The reason? 9/11. In the yearsfpllowi
September 11, 2001, conservative war bloggers and 9/11 bloggers dominated the
blogosphere, leaving little room or movement of expression for the progressive bloggers
who were deemed “anti-American” or “unpatriotic.” With the Bush administra
advocating the Patriot Act and other means of rationalizing red flag edjvit
progressives went into a self-imposed hiding. Slowly and steadily, liberal and

progressive bloggers organized after the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections, became
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more visible, and asserted their presence in the blogosphere by playing agmificaust
role for bloggers who had little voice. As it stands now, liberal bloggers have more
choices and options than in years past, now claiming several of the most popular and
visited political blogs in the blogosphere (Technorati, 2009). Political blogs such as
Daily Kos, Talking Points Memo, Think Progress, and Huffington Ragé projected
the liberal agenda onto the blogosphere, often intersecting with popular “nmenistre
media shows (e.gRachel MaddowCountdown with Keith Olberman In addition, a
progressive group of bloggers on Netroots has seen its influence and visibilitgéncrea
within the political landscape on the Internet. Over time, the liberal blogeshas
increasingly become a significant force in the political landscape hyding diverse
opinions and influential online communities (Kaid, 2009; Farrell & Drezner, 2008).

The political blogosphere as a whole is remarkable given readers’ dagaate
to the ideological fragmentation of the blogosphere. Thus, it would appear logical for
both conservative and liberal bloggers to pursue an agenda of putting their party in the
White House.As discussed earlier, blogs involve less than 4% of the population as
regular consumers, but they were considered an integral part of the 2008 presidential
campaign (Owen, 2009; Technorati, 2009). Blogs provided up-to- date information and
safe environments for citizen participation, and they were seen as a repotalbke for
campaign information (The Pew Research Center, 2008, 2009; Technorati, 2008, 2009).
The 2008 presidential campaign had the obvious racial component, thereby making race a
central and dominating theme to be dissected and theorized during the electisa.proce
It appears reasonable, then, that liberal bloggers, in an attempt to promote theal politi

agenda, would do so with an increased presence on the blogosphere. Armed and ready,
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their posting, responding to, and identifying racial issues in their blogs caagkton
surprise.

In terms of the first hypothesis, the data does not suggest that conservative blogs
have a smaller presence in the blogosphere. Quite the contrary—the conservdita poli
blogosphere was in full force during the 2008 presidential election. What had not been
projected was the similar ferocity displayed by liberal bloggers inftiny s Data
suggests, via a content analysis, the similarities in explicit raamairig in conservative
and liberal blogs. Those similarities were further explained in the poshhbGis
focusing on the tone of the overall blogs.

The literature on media quality or tone has been limited in the area of race and
political campaigns. For instance, Reeves (1997) conducted research oreh biraci
mayoral campaign and examined the overall tone for the content found\ieuth¥ork
Timesand theSeattle Timesewspapers. He found that 18% of the articles that
referenced race were negative in overall tone.

Jeffries (2000) conducted a study on Douglas Wilder and the historical race for
governor in Virginia. His findings indicate that over 25% of the articles found in the
Washington Posabout Wilder were considered to be negative when compared to his
opponent Marshall Coleman, who was White.

Watkins (2001) analyzed the Million Man March and found that the tone of the
language and the narratives surrounding the event had an effect on how the public
perceived the occasion. Reeves (1997) argues that the tone of a racial nsEsaghye
during political campaigns may possibly effect voters’ perception and candidate

selection. Reeves and the other studies focused on racial framing were olseaciag
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elections and utilized similar methodological procedures (content analgsasidition,
framing as well as the tone of a racial message may affect public opivery( Peffley,

& Glass, 2000). For this reason, it seemed worth exploring; so post hoc tests were
conducted on the overall tone of the media and the tone of content that included explicit,
implicit, racial stereotypes and modern racism for this study.

The first post hoc test examined the overall tone of conservative and liberal blogs.
The question was whether conservative blogs’ overall tone was more negative than
liberal blogs. A chi-square analysis was performed to produce the andlixisesults
found in Table 14 indicate that 8.1%=% 67) of conservative blogs were seen as positive
overall, 57.5%1f = 478) were seen as being negative overall, and 3h59287) were
considered to be neutral overall. The tone in 8.4% §3) of liberal blogs was seen as
positive, 51.9% of the blogs (n = 406) were seen as negative, anch40%d.38) of the
blogs were thought to be neutral overall. The chi-square regutS(570df = 2,p =
.062) determined that there was no statistical difference in the overall tone for
conservative and liberal blogs. More specifically, statistically, ewasive blogs were
not considered any more negative than liberal blogs.

Throughout this section examples of blogs and mainstream media that have been
coded will be presented. It is important to be able to recognize the varioustypeml
framing in actual blog and mainstream media content.

For example, the title of a progressive liberal blog, Femim&ie coded as
racially explicit (2008, September, 28). The blog was entitled "The MorQagss:

Blame the Brown and Black People." Another example of the coded materialei li
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blogs in this study was found in Talking Points Memo, a popular elite liberal blog
(Marshall, 2007, September 24). It was titled "Don't Miss that Meme":
The RNC just shot off an email building on the slur. With the headline "Razzle
Dazzle," the email continues the theme that Obama is just another black fatgey-pa
with a slick smile andhe ability to turn a nice phrase but without the candle-power
or stick-to-it-iveness to actually get things done. (para. 3)
The content was coded for an explicit racial mention of the race of a politicatiatndi
Finally, here is a final example of liberal blogs, found in Crooks and Liardyemnot
popular blog. The post entitled “Worst Excuse Ever’ (Benen, 2007, August, 5) was
coded as racially explicit content:
About a month ago, Florida State Rep. Bob Allen (R), a co-chairman of John
McCain’s presidential campaign in the Sunshine State, ran into a little trouble wi
the law. He was arrested in a public park after allegedly offering to pay torperf
oral sex on an undercover police officer. Not a good career move. Josh Marshall
notes today, however, that ol’ state Rep. Allen can explain everything. [I]Jt turns
out that Allen revealed the true reason for the alleged park-john-offer in a tape-
recorded statement he made just after his arrest. “This was a pretty stk
guy, and there was nothing but other black guys around in the park,” said Allen,
according to this article in the Orlando Sentinel. Allen went on to say he \a&$ afr
of becoming a “statistic. OK, let me get this straight. Allen was in agphtk,
late at night. For some reason, he’s afraid of black people. As a result of this
irrational fear, he wanders into a bathroom, where he offers another man $20 to

perform oral sex. In other words, Allen thought he might be attacked by some
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“stocky” black men, anthisis his first instinct? . . . | guess this raises the question
of whether if you thought you were about to get mugged by a group of stocky black
guys, your first plan of escape would be to try to give one of them a blowjob.
This blog post was coded racially explicit because of its anti-Blacknsemtiand
dissemination of Black stereotypes. The blog post appeared to be in response to another
incident and was an opportunity for the author to recap and editorialize the occumrence
their blog. However, analyzing the blogger's intent was beyond the purview otithys st
The goal of this study was to identify and examine the racial appeals andhaite the
blogger's objective for including the content in the post.

As discussed in the literature review, Armstrong and Neuendorf, (1992) found
that White college students lacking direct experiences with differenicdtes were
influenced in their racial attitudes by the media. Consequently, the presencaca]
appeal could conceivably have an influence on individual racial attitudes. Mendelberg
(2001) argues that this is more often true for implicit than explicit ragpeals. It has
been determined that when an appeal is recognized as being racist, isloapagity to
have any effect on public opinion (Mendelberg, 2001). However, Terkildsen and
Damore (1999) argue that

[elmphasizing race in these contests, either visually or in print, provides a

powerful cue for both prejudiced and non-prejudiced citizens. For the prejudiced,

race will prime their racial values, while for non-prejudiced voters, rake wi

likely cue stereotypical processing unless an alternative belieinsystactivated.

(p. 684)
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Whether the simple mention of an explicit racial appeal has an effect on indlividua
opinion continues to be debated. Research in communication on explicit racial appeals
specifically in textual media is limited and this study will add to that afescholarly
literature.
Conservative blogs were also coded for explicit racial framing. Fonicest#d\ce
of Spades, a conservative political blog, was coded for racially explicit conteiiog
entitled “Barack, the Magic Negro,” (Ace, 2007, March 13):
| do think there's something to the idea of Obama's appeal partly grounded in
whites' subconscious belief, caused by watching too many Hollywood movies,
that if they just elect an nice, avuncular black man like Obama, he'll step out of
the shadows to "help us get our swing back" and maybe even help us through
prison. (para. 3)
Another conservative blog analyzed for this study was HotAir. In this exanmel blog
post (Allahpundit, 2007, July 13,) was titled “Sharpton to Obama: Just Because You're
Our Color, Doesn't Make You Our Kind," was coded for explicit racial content:
Exit Entrance question: Seriously, how much is Obama paying him to say this
crap? It's like a Sister Souljah moment in reverse. Herald the dawn of the age of
meritocratic identity politics. “I think the identity politics should not be based on
race,” said the Rev. Al Sharpton, a 2004 presidential candidate. “It should be
based on agenda and policy—who stands for our best interests. We cannot put our
people’s aspirations on hold for anybody’s career, black or white.”. . . Without
naming Obama, Sharpton added that “just because you’re our color doesn’t make

you our kind.” He pointed to President Bush'’s secretaries of state, Condoleezza
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Rice and Colin Powell, as examples of African-Americans who he said haven’t

necessarily worked in the interest of the African-American communitya.(far
These blogs were coded as racially explicit based on the usage of nouns einceadge
refer to Blacks and discuss anti-Black sentiment.

The 2008 presidential election was different in many ways, including creating
different media platforms and various groups expanding their political preseitezal L
blogs seemingly use their posts as an opportunity to forward their agenda and sometimes
act in response to racial messages and news items, as demonstrated indbs previ
examples. The data in this study confirms this. With a larger online base thauglsevi
indicated, and with a political agenda to support, advocate, and circulate, ithéeféasi
conclude that during the election, despite previous research discussed inrétigdite
review on the initial dominance of the conservative bloggers, the liberal blogosplsere wa
active and participatory, which correlated with increased opportunitiesgbciexacial
framing (Bowers & Stoller, 2005).

The objective of the second hypothesis was to determine if conservative blogs
were more likely to engage in explicit racial framing than consevatainstream
media. The findings from this study partially supported this hypothesis. Spkygif
explicit racial framing, in the blog titles and actual media content, supporteelstech
hypothesis. However, explicit mention of the race of political candidates inrcatige
blogs and conservative mainstream media was unsupported. An alternativetexplana
will be provided for these findings. These findings were consistent with casaar
conservative ideology (Converse, 1964; Kinder & Sanders, 1996) and political blogs

(Adamic & Glance, 2005). A predominant characteristic of the conservatityeipas
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views and perspectives on race (Carmines & Stinson, 1989). In mainstreamthusdia
views are susceptible to regulations or watered-down explanations. However, lome of t
main reasons the public congregates to the political blogosphere is because of the
freedom of expression and opinionated conversations that the blogosphere can offer the
public (Bloom, 2005; Xifra & Huertas, 2008). A participative democracy is also a
primary motivation for the public to choose to participate in political blogs. Theétie
as discussed in the literature review, has made it much easier for blagdegslitical
groups to share their agendas and express their objectives to the masses.
An illustration of explicit racial content coded in conservative blogs was found i
Little Green Footballs, entitled "New Black Panther Party on Obama&\Bsoved by
Campaign?” (Ace, 2008, March 20):
Barack Obama’s campaign web site has a section where supporters dan regis
and form groups (like a mini-MySpace), and Fox News reported yesterday on a
group started by the New Black Panther Party, which of course embarrassed the
Obama campaign into removing it. They issued a statement (typically blaming
Fox News for pointing it out) that says they have no control over the groups that
are formed: My.BarackObama.com has been at the core of our bottom-up
organizing strategy. The tools available have been put to work by a community
of supporters that is bigger and more powerful than anything presidential politics
has ever seen. Evidently, Fox News didn’t think it was a big deal that hundreds of
thousands of ordinary Americans are participating in the democratic process
creating groups and local events in communities all across the country. But they

did think it was a big deal that one random person on the Internet, without the
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knowledge of the Obama campaign, posted a profile in the system with the image
of the New Black Panther Party on it.

When we were alerted of the existence of this page, we pulled it down.
Yet even after we pulled the page, Fox News continues to disingenuously and
prominently feature this “story” on their homepage.

OK, fair enough. That's actually why | didn’t make a big deal of this,
because | know from first-hand experience how easy it is for jokers to misuse
these kinds of “social networking” systems. But now BKGodfrey at Yellow
Limes has a twist that makes it more interesting. He registeredaatetist
group at my.barackobama.com, and at the end of the process he received this
message: “This group will be published online once it is approved by a site
administrator.”

The statement above claims that the New Black Panther Party group was
established “without the knowledge of the Obama campaign.” So who is
approving those groups, if not the Obama campaign?

An exemplar from th&Vall Street Journaf{Hajnal, 2007) illustrates how the

conservative media was coded for this study. An article entitled "ObBnteésHurdle"
was coded for explicit mention of a political candidate's race: “The B&hakna
phenomenon has just about everybody asking: Is America ready for a Biaalept?”
(para. 1). Another example from tidéall Street Journatlemonstrates the range of
stories and opportunities for explicit racial framing found in this study. Aclety

Henninger (2008, February, 21) focused on Obama and race. He stated,
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Right now, Barack Obama is the most famous symbolic man in America, and in
one area of the nation's life where symbolism still matters. Is this eneagn
to make someone president? No. The U.S. presidency now is larger than one
thing, though people vote all the time for one thing— judges, gender, abortion,
God. . . . One of Obama's most disappointing moments was his comment, in a
January debate, on reversing the black dropout rate. His answer could have been
phoned in from the teachers union: after-  school programs, summer-school
programs, more money. He did say something about absent fathers. It fell to
Hillary Clinton to suggest more schools like the Eagle Academy in the Bronx, an
all-male charter started by the 100 Black Men organization. (para. 8)

To end with, here is a last example, fromall Street Journa{Kessler, 2008, March

14) entitled "Obama and the Minister":
Hearing Mr. Wright's venomous and paranoid denunciations of this country, the
vast majority of Americans would walk out. Instead, Mr. Obama and his wife
Michelle have presumably sat through numerous similar sermons by Mr. Wright.
Indeed, Mr. Obama has described Mr. Wright as his "sounding board" during the
two decades he has known him. Mr. Obama has said he found religion through
the minister in the 1980s. He joined the church in 1991 and walked down the
aisle in a formal commitment of faith.
The title of Mr. Obama's bestsellEne Audacity of Hopeomes from one of
Wright's sermons. Mr. Wright is one of the first people Mr. Obama thanked after
his election to the Senate in 2004. Mr. Obama consulted Mr. Wright before

deciding to run for president. He prayed privately with Mr. Wright before
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announcing his candidacy last year. Mr. Obama obviously would not choose to

belong to Mr. Wright's church and seek his advice unless he agreed with at least

some of his views. In light of Mr. Wright's perspective, Michelle Obama's
comment that she feels proud of America for the first time in her adult lifesmake
perfect sense. Much as most of us would appreciate the symbolism of a black man
ascending to the presidency, what we have in Barack Obama is a politmaa
closeness to Mr. Wright underscores his radical record. The media have largely
ignored Mr. Obama's close association with Mr. Wright. This raiseshedé

guestions about Mr. Obama's fundamental beliefs about his country. Those

guestions deserve a clearer answer than Mr. Obama has provided. (para. 1) so the
The preceding blog and article examples were coded for their expticit cantent and
for mentions of the race of a political candidate.

Entman and Rojecki (2001) state that the media are a primary source for the
public as to how they perceive political campaigns. How this occurs has been debated
decades; however, research does suggest that the media frames the contemplising
and explicit communication. The results in this study concerning political blays
mainstream media correlate with that research. Current literaturarimdy has not
extended into political blogs and race, but the results from this study suggesiptinat
racial framing is consistently found in both conservative blogs and mainstream medi

As to the area of nonsupport for this hypothesis, which was the number of
mentions of a political candidate's race, a possible explanation might bextssadth
the length and the very nature of the campaign. It has been suggested that the 2008

presidential campaign was one of the most-watched political campaigrglern media
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history (Owen, 2009). Although studies have indicated the online influence of political
blogs, these blogs do not usually report news and information (Drezner & Farrell, 2008)
With mainstream media committed to reporting the story in the pre-campaggs sand
with the general context of this historical presidential campaign tis@esns reasonable
that these elements may have been instrumental in how mainstream medizg@dhneay
presidential campaign, including increased incidents of explicit rfraiming. Although
not investigated as part of this study, this can also be witnessed in the netwaskland c
political programs that covered the 2008 presidential campaign.

The results from the third hypothesis were interesting but unexpected. Although
this hypothesis predicted that liberal blogs would contain more explicit fieani@ng
than liberal mainstream media, the findings were not supported. Instead, theestuts
indicated that liberal mainstream media would be more likely to include gxptal
framing when compared to liberal political blogs. Recent studies point outhihat w
digital platforms were integral to the 2008 presidential election, mainstreaiia m
remained active and sustained a strong presence in the media campaign during the 2008
campaign (Owen, 2009; The Pew Research Center, 2009). This is supported by the data
in this study. Media scholars and experts explained that while online medistalish
a presence in the political landscape, and was instrumental in bringing diyensas
and platforms to the Internet, mainstream media continued to be recognized ag a sourc
for reputable political news and information (Owen, 2009). Furthermore, Owen (2009)
implies that although new media was able to establish a foothold in the political
environment, the mainstream media managed to remain relevant during thenelscti

the best source for general political news and information
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Finally, the 2008 campaign was one of the longest media campaigns in history.
The Project for Excellence in Journalism (2009) observes that the mainstreiganwas
present and active in the pre-campaign period, allocating more space to teetioreel
experience than any other story besides the conflict in Irag. Predictablgdtitional
time investment may have yielded a higher percentage of explicit frahangiormally
expected.

TheNew York Timescluded characterizations on the candidates, conducted
polls on race, and included personality profiles on the candidates and their staffs,
struggling to remain and the go-to source for the public for campaign irtforman
illustration of this would be an article that discussed Hillary Clintonly e@ight to
racial issues. The article titled "Clinton's Gradual Education on IsslRace
(Leibovich, 2008, 2, February) was coded for explicit racial content:

Growing up in the palest of Chicago suburbs, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton

had some of her earliest exposures to African-Americans through fieldShps

sat in the back of her father's Cadillac as he detoured through the inner city,

cautioning her about the fate of people who, in his conservative Republican view,

lacked the self-discipline to succeed. She took a sociology course at Wellesley

College that included a trip through Boston's poor areas. On Tuesdays, she went

to a housing project in Cambridge to mentor "underprivileged Negroes," as she

wrote to Don Jones, her minister back home, who had taken her to hear the Rev.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak in Chicago four years earlier. In ageesal

campaign in which race has become a dominant issue, Mrs. Clinton's early brush
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with Dr. King has been a recurring theme, invoked as a kind of "a-ha" episode to

explain her coming of age on race. (para. 1)

Another example, an article entitled “Seeking Unity, Obama Feels Pull alRac
Divide Obama Starts Bid, Reshaping” (Thompson, 2008, February 12) provides an
example of explicit racial framing mentioning the candidate's race:

Questions about Mr. Obama’s “blackness,” though, quickly threatened to obscure

the reasons he believed himself most qualified to become the country’s next

president. A Rolling Stone article linked him to the militant preaching of his
pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright Jr. The story quoted the minister asisaying

a sermon, “Racism is how this country was founded and how this country is still
run.”
Mr. Axelrod said he and Mr. Obama decided to take Mr. Wright off the program
for the campaign announcement in February 2007, concluding that the attention
would drag the pastor into a negative spotlight and might distract from eéforts t
portray the senator as a candidate capable of unifying the country.

The day after the rally, which was on the steps of the Old State Capitahasl|li

Mr. Obama was sharply criticized by African-American academeslia

celebrities and policy experts at a conference in Hampton, Va. Among the most
often cited was Cornel West, the renowned Princeton scholar. He and others
argued that Mr. Obama should speak forcefully about the legacy of racism in the
nation and not cast the problems that disproportionately affect blacks aslsocial i

shared by many Americans.
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“He’s got large numbers of white brothers and sisters who have fears and

anxieties,” Dr. West said at the time. “He’s got to speak them in such thatay

he holds us at arm’s length; enough to say he loves us, but not too close to scare

them away.” (para. 1)

Unlike any other time in history, voters had choices of how and where they
received their campaign information and news. These new media options for the public,
according to Nagourney, a reporter from lew York Time§008, November 4),

reflect a cultural shift in voters, producing an audience that is at once better

informed and more skeptical from reading blogs, sometimes trafficking in sumor

or circumspect information. As a result this new electorate tends to be more
guestioning of what is told by campaigns and often used the Web to do its own

fact-checking. (p. 2)

These changes have forced the mainstream media to not only provide the
traditional fare of horse race politics and debate coverage, but also toustagheir
self-imposed media boxes and give the readers a menu selection of politieat.cont
Liberal mainstream media in this study offered more reader-friendlgmpmteractive
opportunities, and comments on other media, perspectives on negative campaigning, and
polls and surveys to the voting public. Conversely, it does seem reasonable that the
liberal mainstream media, specifically thew York Timesmight have had more
opportunities to include racial framing in its content during this campaign than what
would be normally expected. While the results for this hypothesis were not ekbkete
findings do focus on the primary objective of this study, which was to identify and

demonstrate that explicit racial framing is a persistent practitestbansistently
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accessible in both mainstream media and in political blogs. However, the post hoc
analysis of this hypothesis may complement the alternative examination.

Again, hypothesis three predicted liberal political blogs would be more likely t
include explicit racial framing than liberal mainstream media. A post hdgsaa
observed the overall tone for both the liberal blogs and liberal mainstream media. A c
square analysis was conducted to determine the results. The findings detadetkil5
show that liberal blogs were 8.1% % 63) positive overall, 51.9% & 406) of the blogs
were considered to be negative overall, and 40%313) were regarded as overall
neutral. Of the, liberal mainstream media articles, 118%7%) were considered positive,
44.8% @ = 175) were considered negative overall, and 53r5%209) were considered
neutral overall. The chi-square analygs< 30.40df = 2,p = .001) confirmed a
significant difference in the tone of liberal political blogs and liberal m@&ast media.
These results indicate that liberal blogs were more negative overall thaah libe
mainstream media. These results would be expected based on the literaturecah politi
blogs, ideology, and race (Drezner & Farrell, 2008). The original results fiiem t
hypothesis found that liberal mainstream media included more explicit fracrang
than liberal blogs. The post hoc tests correlate with the alternative eiquigma@vided
for this hypothesis. Specifically, the extended 2008 presidential campaign and the
historical context would most certainly offer more opportunities for the mediavapr
readers with various types of political news and information than what would be
expected. We know that the liberal mainstream media institutions have regulations a
constraints on content, whereas liberal blogs do not, so it could be assumed that more

racial content would be present in the liberal blogs. To explain that area of nonsupport,

114



the assertion was put forward that much of the content found in the liberal naamstre
media was in fact responding to or clarifying an issue or concern; however, den®w
opportunity within the purview of this study to investigate that assertion. Pos¢sdts
were also completed on the explicit racial framing on liberal blogs andllihamstream
media. The results were similar to the overall post-hoc examination of overll t
36.8% of the explicit blog content was considered negative compared to 33.1 % of the
liberal mainstream media. In addition, the liberal mainstream meskplgit racial
content was considered to be neutral 21.1% of the time compared to liberal blogs with
6.0%. Conversely, based on these post hoc results, it can be surmised that even though
racial framing was present in the liberal mainstream media, it waswesatonsidered
to be negative in tone. The overall post hoc results indicate that with the liberal
mainstream media, 53.5% of its content was neutral overall, compared to liberal blogs
that had only 40% neutral content. This finding would correspond with the increased
opportunities afforded to the media during this historical presidential campéige
alternative explanation posed earlier in the discussion of hypothesis threee seem
appropriate considering the post hoc results.
Implicit Racial Appeals

The research collected on the three hypotheses measuring implid¢ifreaniag
appeals yielded results that overall was consistent with previous tesépothesis
four predicted that conservative political blogs would be more likely to contaircitmpl
racial framing than liberal political blogs. This hypothesis was supportedfififhe
hypothesis assumed that conservative political blogs would be more likely tacembr

implicit racial framing than conservative mainstream media. The fysdievealed that
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on average, conservative blogs contain more implicit racial framing than catnser
mainstream media, and the hypothesis was supported. The last hypothesis wagsdonce
with implicit racial framing and forecasted that liberal blogs wouldcagegn more

implicit racial framing than liberal mainstream media. The resaoitthfs hypothesis

were significant, but the results were opposite what was predicted, so thiedsypot

could not be supported. Implicit racial appeals will be discussed in general foothe tw
accepted hypotheses. An alternative explanation and post hoc analysis will be provided
for the areas of nonsupport for this hypothesis.

Implicit racial appeals are a fascinating area of research. Mengl¢#0®©1)
argues that implicit racial appeals are effective because they aretinases not
recognized as having anything to do with race. When they are recognized asbieing
they no longer represent any significance. In fact, implicit rapjdals can be framed
and discussed without the message having any outward connection to the issue of race
(Domke, 2001). Previous research also suggests that implicitly framed nsessage
influence racial attitudes during a political campaign (Valentino, Hutshi&dVhite,

2002).

This study hypothesized that conservative media would be more likely to include
implicit racial appeals than liberal media. The results from this comahtsis are
consistent with those findings. Burdein (2007) argues that conservatives talkssbest |
while implicitly provoking racial considerations. Modern political campafgrs
conservatives employing implicit communication to cover social and policgssa

buried implications and rhetoric
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The issue of race is never far from campaign rhetoric, as was widnmestsenly
in the blogs and mainstream media but also in television and political talk radio during
the 2008 presidential campaign. The key to implicit racial framing is how to in¢lude i
without being labeled a racist. Burdein (2007) states that implicit indicatows al
researchers to delve into real or biased ways of thinking without the individual knowing
they are disclosing personal feelings or attitudes. The results frostutlison implicit
racial framing are consistent with that research. For example, fracrahg was utilized
consistently by political blogs and mainstream media. As discussed in thritiéer
review, implicit cues can influence the public’s racial perceptions and in8ueea
political judgments (Domke (2001). This area of research has not until recentitytoeg
garner academic support, so very little is known, especially in referemagten texts.
The few studies in this area have generally been conducted on visual and potoges |
(Domke, 2001; Mcllwain & Caliendo, 2006; Mendelberg, 2001; van Dijk, 1988). The
research explains that implicit racial cues communicate racism ineasubdued
manner, but those cues are difficult to see if you don’t know what you are looking for.
For instance, consider this post found on the conservative blog Michele Malkin (2008,
June 25) entitled "The Acorn Obama knows":

If you don’t know what ACORN (the Association of Community Organizations

for Reform Now) is all about, you better bone up. This left-wing group takes in

40 percent of its revenues from American taxpayers—you and me—and has

leveraged nearly four decades of government subsidies to fund affiliates that

promote the welfare state and undermine capitalism and self-reliance, some of

which have been implicated in perpetuating illegal immigradiath encouraging
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voter fraud. A new whistleblower report from the Consumer Rights League
documents how Chicago-based ACORN has commingled public tax dollars with
political projects. Who in Washington will fight to ensure that your money isn’t
being spent on these radical activities?

Don’t bother asking Barack Obama. He cut his ideological teeth working
with ACORN as a “community organizer” and legal representative. Nbtural
ACORN's political action committee has warmly endorsed his presidlentia
candidacy. According to ACORN, Obama trained its Chicago members in
leadership seminars; in turn, ACORN volunteers worked on his campaigns.
Obama also sat on the boards of the Woods Fund and Joyce Foundation, both of
which poured money into ACORN'’s coffers. ACORN head Maude Hurd gushes
that Obama is the candidate who “best understands and can effect change on the
issues ACORN cares about”™—like ensuring their massive pipeline to yalir ha

earned money. (paral)

This particular blog post was coded as implicit because of its Useoaf, community

organizer andwelfare stateas a veiled opportunity to negatively discuss people of color.

This content coincides with previous research on implicit racial appeals. Assgidans

the literature review, conservatives utilize racial cues and code wordstsslisocial

and governmental issues and express them through indirect implications (Mendelberg

Another example of implicit racial framing appeared in the conservative blog,

Ace of Spades (2008, September 19). The blog was entitled “Barack Obama, Aférmati

Action Candidate for President”:
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The provocative headline is maybe too provocative. What I'm getting at Isenot t
good side of affirmative action, of course. Expanding recruiting and candidate
searches to include minorities who might be otherwise overlooked; attempts to
compensate for possible unconscious racism in a company or college, etc. What
I'm talking about is of course the bad side of affirmative action. The notion that is
sometimes put forward that someone is owed a position simply because he is
black (or, rather, is not white), and that no criticism of him can be tolerated—
again, simply because he is black. (para. 1)
This blog post was coded as implicit because of its references to affemation and
discriminatory practices in favor of Obama because he was Black.
A blog entry titled "UCLA Violates California's Ban on Racial Disariation”
on the conservative blog Powerline was another example of implicit raciahtdRauk,
2007, 30 September):
California law (Proposition 209) prohibits the use of race as a factor in, among
other things, admission to public universities. If this article in the New York
Times Magazine by David Leonhardt is accurate, UCLA is violating Caidor
law. It's doing so by preferring African-American applicants undegtinge of
preferring low income students. We know that these preferences are racially
based because, according to Leonhardt, as low income black admittees rose last
year, the overall number of low income admittees fell. In essence, lowencom
African-Americans took slots that previously had gone to low income students of

other races (mostly, it seems, Asians). As Leonhardt, a fan of what U&4LA
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done here, puts it: "Looking at the numbers, it's hard not to conclude that race was
a factor in this year's admissions decisions."

Leonhardt says that the change in UCLA admissions policy was
spearheaded by alum named Peter Taylor who was appointed to lead a task force
to figure out how to increase the admission of black students. Taylor made it
clear to Leonhardt that he is indifferent as to whether this involves what e call
"civil disobedience."” His approach is to do whatever it takes to increase black
admissions. If a court objects, "You say, Mea culpa, and you don't do it anymore.
In violating the law, UCLA is lowering its academic standards (in féstihe
lowering of standards for members of one race that constitutes the violation).

According to Leonhardt, the average SAT score for admitted African-
American students fell 45 points this year, to 1,738 (out of 2,400—the new SAT
adds a writing component). Leonhardt doesn't say whether the old average for
African-American admittees, 1783, was already significantly lower the
overall for members of other races, but a glance at my daughter's 2006 guide to
colleges indicates that it was. In fact, granting preferences to l@emmblack
students, instead of simply preferring blacks regardless of income, wiltde
lower the objective credentials of admitted black students. That's becaase (a)
extraneous factor has been introduced and (b) there's some evidence that low
income blacks score lower on tests than middle and upper income blacks. In any
case, it's against the law to grant an income based preference to black $tutents

not to students of other races—if that still matters. (para. 1)
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This blog post was coded racially implicit because it discussed affugrettion, Blacks,
inferiority and discrimination

There are over 150 million political blogs posted a day (Technorati, 2008) in the
blogosphere. The blogosphere is open to anyone who can access a computer and has a
message to share. Regulations on what is allowed are nonexistent, so the occasion to
embrace racial framing is abundant. Research on race and framing impliespticat
racial appeals in political campaigns are based on being able to get thacpoast,
activate racial attitudes without the public knowing the writer or speaketises
(Caliendo & Mcllwain, 2006; Mendelberg, 2001; Reeves, 1997; Valentino, Hutchings, &
White, 2002). Whereas this research cannot respond to whether or not readers were
influenced or primed from any of these blog posts or articles, the study bawsided
that the capability of blogs and mainstream media to influence raciatlattits indeed
present because of the consistent racial framing included in the media content.
Valentino, Hutchings, and White (2002) discovered that they could initiate racis wie
a televised political advertisement without any real racial descripgtiaghe actual
content. The implicit racial appeals were most often subtle ways to indirefethgnce
racial matters. This research acknowledges that implicit racralrftais present in the
political blogosphere.

That hypothesis six was not supported was also interesting. It was prelatted t
implicit racial framing would be more likely be included in liberal blogs timaliberal
mainstream media and that prediction was not supported. Instead, these stigly resul
found that liberal mainstream media would be more likely to contain implicit racia

framing when compared to liberal blogs. As discussed earlier, libenastresim media
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participated in one of the lengthiest presidential campaigns in modern polisicalyhi

and additional opportunities for more of all types of content would seem to be tdasona

explanation.
An article in theNew York Time&antor, 2007, June 1) offers an example of the

implicit racial framing found in the liberal mainstream media:
Cut to the future Mrs. Obama asking her brother to take her new boyfriend out on
the court, to make sure he was not the type to hog the ball or call constant fouls.
The reel might then show Mr. Obama, an lllinois Democrat, playing with former
NBA stars in a tournament fund-raiser for his Senate campaign, andamihe
gatherings that always seem to end with everyone out by the hoop next to the
garage. Basketball has little to do with Mr. Obama's presidential bid—tjrhéac
has trouble finding time to shoot baskets anymore—but until recently, it was one
of the few constants in his life. At first, it was a tutorial in race, afeag kid
with a white mother, a Kenyan father and a peripatetic childhood to establish the
African-American identity that he longed for. In "Dreams From My&at Mr.
Obama described basketball as a comfort to a boy whose father was mostly
absent, and who was one of only a few black youths at his school. "At least on the
basketball court | could find a community of sorts," he wrote. Craig Robinson,
Mr. Obama's brother-in-law, said: "He didn't know who he was until he found
basketball. It was the first time he really met black people.”

This article was coded racially implicit for its discussion of basketbalhgle parent

relationship and Blackness or authenticity.
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This presidential campaign was unlike any other in modern politics. The
mainstream media responded to this historical context with articles and atifamrthat
ran the gamut of topics. The extended campaign provided more opportunities to expand
their coverage into more areas than the traditional horse race fare., lHence
permissible that these additional media opportunities would naturally provide more
chances for including racial framing in the content than before. The findings from thi
hypothesis were similar to hypothesis three in that they found liberal neaimstnedia
would include more racial framing than liberal political blogs. As illustratelable 7,
32% of liberal mainstream media content included implicit racial franongpared to
17.3% in liberal blogs. With that, the tone of liberal blogs was 51.9% negative overall
compared to 44.8% of liberal mainstream media blogs. Conversely, the mainstream
media did have numerous opportunities to include implicit racial appeals in the content,
but according to the post hoc analysis detailed in Table 15, the content was not always
considered to be negative overall. Again, the post hoc analysis was conducted on liberal
blogs and mainstream media to collaborate the alternative explanation forpbikdsys.
The liberal blog’'s content was seen as negative 63.4% of the time comparediterttie |
mainstream media, which was seen as negative only 56.8 %. The liberal @aamstr
media was coded as neutral 5.8% of the time, compared to the liberal blogs which were
seen as neutral 5.6%. Again, these results suggest that although liberal arainstcia
may have included more implicit racial framing the content in political biags
considered negative more often. The post hoc analysis then enhances thevalternati
explanation for this hypothesis.

Racial Stereotypes
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The seventh hypothesis predicted that conservative political blogs would embrace
more racial stereotypes in their content than liberal blogs; the eighth hypaihssited
that conservative blogs would be more likely to contain racial stereotypes than
conservative mainstream media; and the ninth hypothesis proposed that liberal blogs
would include more racial framing than liberal mainstream media. Hypotleesis and
eight were supported by the data. Hypothesis nine was significant in the opposite
direction and therefore was not confirmed. An alternative explanation will be provided
for the nonsupport of hypothesis nine.

The results from this study were generally expected and were consiskepast
research on race, ideology, and stereotypes (Abraham & Appiah, 2006; Brock, 2009;
Entman & Rojecki, 2001; Gilliam & lyengar, 2000; Kellstedt, 2000; Kerbel & Bloom,
2005). As discussed in the literature review, the continued proliferation of gpeeat
society provides more opportunities to communicate misunderstanding and racial
misconceptions (Dates & Barlow, 1990; Gorham, 1999). The findings from thisalesear
indicate that racial stereotypes are consistently present in pdiitoged. These findings
are consistent with Gorham’s (1999) argument that racial stereotypes hab#ith&oa
manipulate different types of media content and representations by maintarialg
myths and classifications. Allport (1954) was concerned in the early gleaass media
about the potential of newspapers to stereotype and influence how Blacks were seen in
society. Those concerns were justified (Martindale, 1985). Yet, little is knloawt a
political blogs, stereotypical content, and effects. Various studies have duduial
stereotypes in mainstream media, but online communications have yet to be cdnsidere

any detail or rigor (Dates & Barlow, 1990; Dixon, 2000, 2008). Although blogs tend to
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have the smallest readership of online communication, they are an inexpensive and
mostly trouble-free way to express individual views that have the potential torpezpet
racial misconceptions, especially with the lack of proprietary regulatidasvidenced
by this research, stereotypes continue to be present in mainstream media. &\4uat i
interesting when considering political blogs is the many opportunities that@méds to
engage in racial stereotypes? The individual reads the initial blog, then thetleeaire
blogs referenced through hyperlinks, then there is often also a video or pictunethat t
blog viewer can save or share, so it is possible for one blog to influence through
stereotypes and racial framing repeatedly with one single blog post.
For example, Think Progress, a liberal political blog, discussed raciatgfee
in this post, entitled "Stereotypes” (Yglesias, 2007, May 30):
“Given Obama'’s racial background,” writes Brendan Nyhan, “the dandeatis t
these attacks will be used to trigger ugly racial stereotypes about htroulaaly
once Republicans shift from bong jokes to talking about cocaine, which Obama
admitted to trying in his first book.” | dunno about this. It seems to me that if
you have an African-American candidate who’s admitted to past cocaindaitse, t
attacking him for past cocaine use is less an appeal to ugly raciat@heethan
a straightforward attack on his past drug use. An appeal to ugly raciabygiese
would be implying that a black candidate must have used cocaine in the past
because, hey, that’'s what those people do. | don’t personally have any problem
with the idea that of a president who used cocaine in the past (though, admittedly,

the George W. Bush experience hasn't been very pleasant) but insofar as some
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voters do have a problem with it, they're entitled to have a problem with it
irrespective of the candidate’s race. (para. 1)

This blog was coded for racial stereotypes. Another example, takes a lbek at t

conservative blog, Michelle Malkin, (Malkin, 2007, December 20) and an enttiednti

"Hurricane Katrina Rent Subsidies Expire—Along with Houstonians' Patience”
The Houston Chronicle prints a story about Hurricane Katrina families iasTex
whose federal rent subsidies have run dry: More than two years afteradarric
Katrina transplanted thousands of New Orleanians into Houston, the lives of the
most vulnerable — the unemployed and working poor — are starting to unravel.
Once kept afloat on federal rental assistance, these families arethasing
benefits and are ending up on Houston’s streets, activists and social workers say.
The families are going from cheap motel to cheap motel or doubling up in other
people’s homes, sleeping in armchairs or on floors. Those lucky to have
transportation are living in their cars. "We have gone from pillar to post,”
Hickman said. "I can’'t see myself living on the streets.” The 59-year-old was
disqualified from rental assistance after she broke up with her husband who was
designated as the head of the household — thus, the sole recipient for FEMA
rental assistance. In the last month, a second displacement of hundreds of people
has become more pronounced as the process of transferring the FEMA program to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development got under way. The
shift between the two agencies has not been seamless with many local landlords,
who accepted FEMA money before, opting out of the program that will require

tenants to start contributing to their rent payments March 1. So far, 48 landlords

126



representing 68 properties have said no to the HUD program, said Spurgeon

Robinson, the director of Harris County’s Disaster Housing Assistance
Program, or DHAP. This has forced hundreds of households with no money to
scramble to find security deposits and to move on again. The majority of
transplanted Katrina evacuees in Harris County, an estimated 100,000, are not on
federal housing assistance and have moved on with their lives, but there is a small
minority of people who still are struggling, community activists say.

The newspaper crusaded on behalf of one family—a welfare mother who
works part-time and has seven children: Eight months ago, Michelle Mercadel, a
part-time cashier, and her seven children—Netchelle, 17, Kiara, 15, Byittany
Gerald Guy, 9, Brea, 6, Reginisha, 5, and Brian, 18 months—moved in with her
mother. HUD informed the family that it would have to move out because the
apartment was overcrowded. Priscilla Mercadel, who initially had been peaces
as a one-member household by FEMA, also could not receive a larger housing
allowance. “What am | supposed to do— leave my daughter and my grandkids
on the street?” said an emotional Priscilla Mercadel, 57, whose eyesdere r
from sobbing last week. She and her daughter hastily packed their belongings
two weeks ago and feared that a security guard would escort them off the
property. She had been given a 72-hour eviction notice from the manager at Mira
Vista Apartments. The women have been frantically looking for another
apartment but haven’t found one large enough.

No one came last week. Nor this week. Mira Vista’s management and

corporate offices in Dallas did not return phone calls to the Chronicle. After the
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Chronicle inquired about the Mercadels, Boyd said the county would increase
their allowance. What's most interesting is not so much the story, but th@mneacti
to the story. The piece has garnered more than 700 comments so far, with heated
debate over the limits of compassion. (para. 1)
Hypothesis nine was not supported but it was found to be significant in the
opposite direction; specifically, instead of the predicted outcome that Iidegs would
be more inclined to include racial stereotypes, the results indicatedotrat li
mainstream media included racial stereotypes more often. This outcome was not
expected, but as we discuss the results, it is not unreasonable to consider thetatihe li
mainstream media was more active and participated in more media fraamigay
have been originally predicted. The following is an example of racial sgpesothat
were coded in the liberal mainstream media. A blog entry found in Talking Pagoliss M
(Marshall, 2008, July 31) was entitled “Newton, Race and Karl Rove.”
To understand the dynamics of this campaign you have to understand the role of
Karl Rove and his protégés who've taken over McCain's campaign. Rove himself
previewed the key messages of the campaign early in the year in twoesgnett
about Obama—first, Obama as the "trash-talking" basketball player lgtb's
cocky and "lazy," and second, Obama as the cocky black guy at the couhtry cl
with a hot chick on his arm who's looking down at you. These are the themes that
are going to be returned to again and again in this campaign. They're what
McCain is running on. Obama as a flashy entertainer, the guy reachinghédove
station, the guy who ends up in video montages with Paris Hilton and Britney

Spears. The Rove-McCain line is that none of this stuff is beyond the pale. How
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are they supposed to help it if they're running against a guy who's more suited to
be an entertainer than a leader and uppity and lazy to boot?
Another example of how racial stereotypes were coded in this study was found in

the liberal blog Eschatoftrios, 2008, March 1) The blog was titled "Generations™:
Louis Farrakhan is a very scary black man who everybody assumed had been
dead for twenty years, and denouncing him means about as much these days as
denouncing Peter Frampton’s hair. Now, | would say something like that,
wouldn’t | just? being as | am a callow and thoughtless Gen X’er with no
appreciation for the heated racial politics of the 1970’s and the pure rock-n-roll
awesomeness of listening to some bell-bottom’ed tit warble into a vocoder for 20
minutes. | used to imagine there would be some generational shift in thee medi
leaving behind the previous baggage, and things might improve. But from what |
can tell you have the perpetually lost in the 60s crowd, the 70s anti-partisan
crowd, the 80s Reagan is The Awesome crowd, the 90s Republican Revolution
and Bill Clinton's Penis is a WMD Crowd, and then the 00s George Bush's crotch
looks awesome in that flight suit crowd.

The above post was coded for racial stereotypes of Black men and violence.

A final example was from an article found in thew York Time§rhompson (2008) :
Here was a black woman, a mother, who grew up poor, learned to sleep without
heat and rose above that to get an vy League education,” Professor Ogletree
added. “But she was also the kind of woman who would take her shoes off

because her feet hurt. She was real from the moment she stepped on stage.
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This author was commenting on previous media material, but that type of analysis
was not accounted for in this study. However, it does allow for the positioning of the
alternative explanation utilized with hypothesis three and hypothesis six as an
opportunity to explain why liberal mainstream media might have included masé rac
stereotypes than liberal political blogs in their content during this presatielgction.
Specifically, theNew York Timeswvhich prides itself on being an objective news
organization, may have taken the opportunity to respond to racial issues, analyze
opinions, or clear up inconsistencies. That would surely increase the opportunities
available for liberal mainstream media's racial framing, as wouldotiheeen regarding
the competition for online bloggers for political news and information. In addition, it is
important again to recall the post hoc analysis for liberal bloggers and liberasitraam
media on the overall tone of the media content. Liberal blogs, shown in Table 10,
included racial stereotypes within their blogs 9.0% of the time compared td libera
mainstream media at 13.8%. But liberal blog were negative overall 51.9 % of time
compared to liberal mainstream media with 44.5% of the time. The post hoc analysis of
racial stereotypes indicate that the content in political blogs was considgedtv@e
11.0% while liberal mainstream media was found to be negative 10.0%.Thus, liberal
mainstream media did include racial stereotypes more often, but the inesideatsot
found to be as negative overall. One could surmise, based on the explanation and these
results that articles that explained or discussed rumors may have been codeidlifor r
stereotypes, but the overall incident may not have been considered negative.

Modern Racism

130



The next three hypotheses predicted the presence of modern racism. The tenth
hypothesis predicted that conservative blogs would likely have more occurrences of
modern racism than liberal blogs; the eleventh hypothesis assumed that doreserva
blogs were more likely to frame instances of modern racism than conserxaditienal
media; and the twelfth hypothesis predicted that liberal blogs would be ikelyetd
frame instances of modern racism than liberal mainstream media. Thedeelggovere
in line with previous research on modern racism (Kinder & Sanders, 1996; Kinder &
Sears, 1981; McConahay, 1982; Sears, 1988; Sears & Kinder, 1971) and media (Dixon,
2008; Entman, 2000, 1994; Hutchings & Valentino, 2004). Interestingly, hypothesis ten
and hypothesis twelve were not supported. This was unexpected. Hypothesis eleven was
supported as predicted. An alternative explanation for the unsupported will be.offere

The concept of modern racism was introduced by Sears and Kinder (1971) and
was introduced into communication research by Robert Entman (1990, 1992). Modern
racism is difficult to represent in visual presentations and even more difficakt. In
his work, Entman (1990, 1992) found that news programs were perpetrating modern
racism in regular newscasts that contained crime and political news. Modsm rac
includes a set of premises: (a) Blacks are no longer discriminated adgifsgdks are
lazy and don’t want to work hard, (c) Blacks receive too many governmental handouts,
and (d) Blacks still get more than they deserve (Kinder & Sanders, 1996; Séars et a
2000).

Modern racism is thought to be found most often in content that is correlated with
individualism (Valentino, Hutchings, & White, 2002). It is often found in media content

seeking to influence White attitudes regarding policy issues, and is mosfaftel in
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conservative content (Domke, 2001; Valentino & Hutchings, 2004). Previous research
on ideology and modern racism shows that modern racism content would be embraced
most often in conservative media, whether blogs or mainstream media §Sea
Kosterman, 2000). Yet, hypotheses ten and twelve were unsupported.

Hypothesis eleven predicted that conservative blogs would frame modern racism
more often than conservative mainstream media. As discussed in the Btesataw,
the political blogosphere opens to the public an opportunity to mesh with groups who
have the same ideals and beliefs, which is one of the positive attributes for thee peopl
who utilize them. Although there are no restrictions online or for the political
blogosphere, it is reasonable to assume that conservative bloggers would be more
inclined and welcome the opportunity to extend their thoughts and ideals in a mote cover
manner. Mendelberg (2001) explained that it was conservatives in the sixties and
seventies who utilized a more covert rhetoric to begin mobilizing White votergarfehs
indicates that conservatives were more inclined to utilize implicihoustto express
their ideas about race (Burdein, 2007; Sears & Kinder, 1971). For instance, an example
was found in the blog Michelle Malkin blog (Malkin, 2007, December 22) entitled “Slum
Dweller with a 60-inch Television™:

Mixed in with the rent-a-rioters who stormed the New Orleans City Council

meeting over public housing were a few homegrown thugs who refuse to be

weaned from the public teat without a finger-pointing, racial-epithet-huiikyg. f

Case in point: That angry lady in the BDS shirt shouting “I will not be treated like

a slave!” and “Back up and Shut up! Shut up, white boy! Shut up, white boy!” at a

citizen attending the council hearing. Watch closely and note that there Iid a chi
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behind her being subjected to her diatribe against the man. She’s your tax dollars

at work: Right to return? Taxpayers have a right to tell their governmerntito re

their hard-earned money being squandered by race-hustling grievancersnonge
like the loud-mouthed TV lady. She should turn her jabbing finger towards

herself and follow her own advice. (para. 1)

Another illustration of modern racism in this study was found in the conservative
blog, HotAir (Morrissey, 2008, 16, July). The blog, titled "McCain to NAACP: Schools,
Economics The Key":

Knowing history is important, obviously, and all this makes for good reading.

But | need to break it you: blacks who vote for Democrats do not care about this

history. The only bit of history they care about is the one that provides excuses

and finger-pointing opportunities: ancestors in bondage, great-grandparents and

grandparents struggling to gain first class citizenship in this country, bey T

don’t care who do did what to or for whom in the past. All they care about is

who'’s offering them the most goodies today. Exactly. | get regularle-mai
exhorting me to remind readers that Republicans pushed the 13th Amendment
into being, which is both true and utterly irrelevant. The Republicans need to sell
conservative policies as real solutions, not point to an army of dead Democrats as

a reason to support the GOP. Black voters, like all American voters, are

interested in policy and how it addresses their needs. McCain has made that

argument, and even though Barack Obama will win well over 90% of their votes,

McCain has started a real dialogue based on the present and future, not on the

past.
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These examples do correspond to research on modern racism (Kinder & Sanders, 1996;
Sears et al., 2000).

Hypotheses ten and twelve were not supported by this data. Hypothesis ten
proposed that conservative blogs would be more likely to exhibit modern racism than
liberal blogs. Hypothesis twelve predicted that liberal blogs would be more iagtude
modern racism in the content would liberal mainstream media. Both of these were not
supported.

An alternative explanation for hypothesis ten seems to be quite similaetalse
of the other areas of nonsupport in this study. As discussed earlier in this section, the
liberal blogosphere increased during the 2008 presidential campaign (Owen, 2009).
Previous research that would suggest the dominance of the conservative bloggers wa
challenged during this election. So, it seems practical that both conservatiuzesad |
bloggers would be involved to the maximum extent to exploit their brand of ideas to the
public. It is appropriate, then, that there would no significant difference ialiéed
conservative blogs. In fact, it seems that both conservative and liberal blamagaesto
win" and the results seem to allude to that in this study.

Hypothesis twelve focused on the modern racism found in liberal blogs and
liberal mainstream media. The results suggested that liberal mamstredia was more
likely to include modern racism than liberal blogs. A liberal mainstreatianexample
was found in Thélew York Time&low, 2008, August 9) entitled "Racism and Race":

This is supposed to be the Democrats’ year of destiny. Bush is hobbling out of

office, the economy is in the toilet, voters are sick of the war and the party’s

wunderkind candidate is raking in money hand over fist. So why is the
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presidential race a statistical dead heat? The pundits have offered a host of
reasons, but one in particular deserves more exploration: racism. Barack©bama
candidacy has shed some light on the extremes of racism in America—how much
has dissipated (especially among younger people) and how much remains.
According to a July New York Times/CBS News poll, when whites were asked
whether they would be willing to vote for a black candidate, 5 percent confessed
that they would not. That's not so bad, right? But wait. The pollsters then
rephrased the question to get a more accurate portrait of the sentiment. They
asked the same whites if most of the people they knew would vote for a black
candidate. Nineteen percent said that those they knew would not. Depending on
how many people they know and how well they know them, this universe of
voters could be substantial. That's bad.

Welcome to the murky world of modern racism, where most of the open
animus has been replaced by a shadowy bias that is difficult to measure. As
Obama gently put it in his race speech, todays racial “resentmemtsahnays
expressed in polite company.” However, they can be— and possibly will be—
expressed in the privacy of the voting booth. If the percentage of white voters
who cannot bring themselves to vote for a black candidate were only 15 percent,
that would be more than all black voters combined. (Coincidentally, it also would
be more than all voters under 24 years old.) That amounts to a racial advantage
for John McCain.

And this sentiment stretched across ideological lines. Just as many white

independents as Republicans said that most of the people they knew would not
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vote for a black candidate, and white Democrats were not far behind. Also,
remember that during the Democratic primaries, up to 20 percent of whits vote
in some states said that the race of the candidate was important to them. Few of
those people voted for the black guy.
Some might say that turnabout is fair play, citing the fact that 89 percent
of blacks say they plan to vote for Obama. That level of support represents a
racial advantage for him, too, right? Not necessarily. Blacks overwhdyming
vote Democratic in the general election anyway. According to CNN exdt pol
John Kerry got 88 percent of the black vote in 2004. Think racism isn’t a major
factor in this election? Think again.
The article was coded for modern racism. It seems the author discussed madern ra
in the article. While this study cannot address intent, the post hoc analysis does very
adequately enhance this alternative explanation. The liberal mainstredianimthis
study, theNew York Timesncluded modern racism 6.9% of the time compared with
3.1% for liberal blogs. The enhanced opportunities for the liberal mainstream media to
provide political news and information during this election were many, as evideynced b
the aforementioned article. The post hoc analysis looking at the modern resists
provided similar results. Liberal blogs with modern racism content were se®gative
74.1% of the time when compared to liberal mainstream media with 63.5%, Liberal blogs
were also seen as neutral 3.0% of the time, while liberal mainstream maeldi® neutral
occurrences. The post hoc results reiterate that not all of the occurrareasegative
and the alternative explanation seems quite plausible for this hypothesis. The nex

section will discuss the directions for future research.

136



Directionsfor Future Research

This current study presents several opportunities for additional researgh. It i
apparent that there is much still to be understood in the area of explicit and irapladit
framing. This research examined the presence of racial framing, bub lexglanatory
capabilities in place, so extending this research would be helpful in discussingmdiketh
racial framing measures the same properties. This would be a logeasiext of the
current research in this study.

Another logical extension of this current research would be to examine the tone of
the messages to detect their influence on individual perceptions.

The findings from this study overwhelmingly suggest that additionahrelsés
needed to understand the realistic implications of racial framing in pobiiogs.

Although there is available research on political blogs, there is a dearth esdtuati
incorporate political blogs and race.

Based on Technorati’'s (2008, 2009) studies on the blogosphere, there are 150
million posts a day. Political bloggers have unlimited opportunity for influence. The
responsibility for accuracy and objectiveness is not a prerequisite of paostivg i
blogosphere—quite the opposite. If readers have a particular point of view, they can
locate similar perspectives in the blogosphere. While this study did not look at blogs
associated with mainstream media, it would be interesting to analyze tbhgsébtause
they do contribute to the blogosphere, and they generally subscribe to the same
journalistic practices held by mainstream media.

This research has determined that blogs contain racial framing. Why shduld tha

matter? If readers are offended, they can point and click somewheret ésa frée,
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open environment, which is also the grand promise of the Internet. Generally, bloggers
are not concerned with framing inappropriate messages. In most cases, thetblagepos
personal diatribes. It can be surmised that without regulatory interventionetdagg

not going to be receptive to any limitations.

When Gerbner (1976) began his research on violence and television with the
Cultural Indicators, regulatory constraints for television were not agystri as they are
today. The industry did not police itself as fervently; however, as the field @nd the
apparent negative effects were correlated with a particular media,regulatory
involvement became standard. Very few in the industry envision a regulateyndgst
the World Wide Web anytime soon. Additional research on race, framing, and politica
blogs would be helpful in establishing foundations to begin serious investigations on the
harmful effects of blogging and the Internet. This study has initiated thaggstoc

Controlled experiments would greatly benefit this area of research. ikgpoums
the posted content in blogs would provide valuable insight into whether racial framing
political blogs influences racial attitudes.

Multimethod approaches would also broaden the scope of this area of research. It
would be useful to quantitatively analyze a set group of blogs for frequency aadqares
of racial framing, and then qualitatively provide more detailed explanatlbosuld
provide a more comprehensive awareness of how these blogs integrateor#oeinnt
content.

As the blogs for this study were being analyzed, various hyperlinks linking to
different blogs were observed, but they were not in the purview of this study. There is

limited research on moderate, independent or minority blogs (Meraz, 2007). Another
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opportunity for future research would be to expand the types of blogs that areednalyz
for different perspectives and patterns of racial framing.

Finally, this study identified racial stereotypes but dissembling the blpogacial
images and portrayals would allow the researcher more opportunity of integorerzd
influence of the content. A mix method approach would seem to work best for this type
of research.

Limitations

This research presents some very noteworthy findings, but as with most other
studies, several limitations must also be considered.

Sampling limitations. The first limitation to consider would be the sampling
procedure for the blogs and mainstream media. Because the number offeoticigse
mainstream media and the number of postings from political blogs were not equal,
interpretations and non-significant results of mainstream media data may bkave be
affected. According to Riffe, Lacy and Fico (2009), the goal of the reseasdoederive
an appropriate size sample to represent the population while maximizing indivnakial t
and effort. In developing the sampling frame, addressing multiple blogs peamidte
assessing some limitations or instituting a random selection within the blogs, lveweal
decreased the blog-to-mainstream media ratio, and may have allowaddoz a
representative sample of the mainstream media data in the study.

To develop and code the mainstream media content, a search was devised using
both LexisNexis and Factiva to retrieve articles from the replica mensions of the
newspapers using the search stpngsidential candidatesHowever, Riffe, Aust, and

Lacy warn that the distribution of newspaper sampling is not always normal, amd tryin
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to obtain a useable sample by relying mainly on random sampling does not guarantee
sufficient sample. In addition, Riffe, Aust, and Lacy (2009) caution that to choose too
few could produce unreliable and invalid results and incorporating too many ceEsutts
skew the results. Finally, they acknowledged that utilizing a planned anductedtr
sample delivers a reliable range of content with the consistency ngoassanducting a
mainstream media analysis. In retrospect, considering the multipligtpiydines and
agendas available during the 2008 presidential election, expanding a more flexible
alternative to story determination and selection criteria would have dssistequiring a
more equitable base for the study’s mainstream media content.

Coding limitations. The original plan for this project was to hire graduate
students to assist with the coding of the large quantity of data. Although albumalivi
were interviewed and trained, all of the coders dropped out of the project due to personal
and academic obligations. One coder did partially complete the assigned cdbemdars
eventually dropped out as well. However, in spite of a hard deadline, no additional
financial incentives, and no planned alternatives, the data were gathered and coded.
However, academic research is not for everyone, even with rewards and financia
incentives, so in retrospect, the warning signs were clear and perhaps listehgm as
well as my individual instincts would have signaled me to prepare an alteroadivey
strategy, perhaps organizing a group of alternate individuals who weralteaiden
reserve to help facilitate the process. Having this plan in reserve mighgiven me,
the primary researcher, additional opportunities to be more observant in the equitable

collection of my two groups of data.
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Also, the coding apparatus for this research was an online tool available through
the University of Oklahoma. The primary motivations for utilizing this tool vleae it
would be available to the coders who were located in different parts of the country, it wa
designed to account for large samples of data, and most importantly avaidble to
download into a workable SPSS data file. Unfortunately, it was not a tool designed
specifically for coding data. The tool was slow and difficult to manipulate, perha
because there was too much data or because it was a University of Oklalkecand sit
utilizing it anywhere else would cause significant problems. Meraz (200Zesita
system specifically for management and coding data. Such systems hagé seve
benefits, including the ability to have the data detached, modified, and acz@ssibl
several different formats. Yet, such systems are usually very expenditieedicenses
are usually held by departments or universities. So, in hindsight, doing additional
research on management systems more specific than survey mechamisthsave
been reasonable and recommended. Also, working as a student in the communications
discipline, | should have known to not rely on the technology as my only means of
organizing data. Developing several suitable alternatives to code, manage,asizkorg
the data would have helped me in maximizing the most important and crucial element—
time—and may have increased my data reliability.

The lack of research in the area of racial framing was a liontati several ways.
Although there has been research on implicit and explicit racial framinglittke has
been done on textual content and online media. In designing my method, there were past
studies to validate my approaches to blog and mainstream media searchegerHowe

having previous studies to confirm the direction of the research would have been helpful
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to say the least. Yet, in hindsight, although additional resources may have begn helpf
and sometimes necessary, | learned several invaluable lessons thatItoesqgeerience
for my future research and projects

Methodological limitations. In this research, with the large amount of data,
content analysis was the best choice to gather and analyze the datawéreeseveral
reasons why this is true. First, the data could be examined in its nat@wahstatitial
preparations were necessary to begin the coding process. Next, it was inexpéhsiee
were expenses including the coders and mailing expenses, but to code the data, there
were no additional equipment or supplies needed to begin the research. Finally, it w
flexible and efficient and could be done any time and from any location that hatetnter
connections. Initially, that was one of the primary reasons for using contdysia; all
coders were busy, and being able to work from home, or from their personal computers,
was definitely a bonus.

While this method did prove to work well to gather the data for this study, there
were also a few limitations. Content analysis is basically a deseripgethod, so it was
only able to provide analysis for what was actual and present in the data, metlinfe
Some of the more crucial answers were not available during this study bethose
the data was collected and analyzed. The data was coded and it was placed into a
statistical program; there was no flexibility in the interpretation ofehiesults, and the
inflexibility may have caused misrepresentation of some of study resuitally, the
process was very time consuming. Each blog had to be analyzed individually and
sometimes read several times to completely code for this analysis.

Conclusion
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The goal of the study was to identify how race was framed in the media during the
2008 presidential election. There is a shortage in the literature on ramaidrand
political blogs, so there were no academic works for comparison in this areastudy
opened up this area of research in several very significant ways.

First, the study discovered that political blogs contained racial framimnggdie
2008 presidential campaign. Although Mendelberg (2001) suggests that eaplait r
framing was not found as often in political communication, it was consistently found in
blogs and in mainstream media in this study. Blogs were a key element in the 2008
presidential election. That is consistent with the results of this study.

Second, the results specified that there was no significant difference acitde r
framing in conservative and liberal blogs during this presidential camphiberal
bloggers have become a significant voice in the political blogosphere and thisbeoul
consistent with the results of this study. However, conservative blogs were ddomd t
more likely to include implicit racial framing than liberal blogs. This was aonsistent
with earlier research discussed in this area.

Next, liberal blogs were predicted to more likely include racial frantiag t
liberal mainstream media in several of the study hypotheses. It whksbstd that
liberal mainstream media was more likely to include explicit racahiing, implicit
racial framing, racial stereotype, and modern racism than liberal bldggnate
explanations considered the historical component of the 2008 presidential election and
the growth of the political blogosphere as explanations for these areas of nonsupport

The results from this study indicated that both the conservative and liberal

mainstream media were active in racial framing throughout this studyn (2@89)
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explains that because of the duration of the actual presidential campaigrireaains
media found different ways to remain significant, including character asgbysls,
surveys, and breaking news. Mainstream media adapted and developed different
platforms to work within for this presidential campaign. Political blogs westeumental
in providing alternatives to mainstream media, providing different options and
opportunities for readers to take part in the political blogosphere, but traditiotial, me
according to these results, was consistently responsible for raamahdra

It was also discovered that racial stereotypes and modern racismmaladed in
the liberal and conservative media in this study. Conservative blogs weregqutedict
include more racial stereotypes and modern racism in their posts, and on the whole, the
study data supported that hypothesis.

Finally, race remains a salient topic for academic research based esul® r
from this study. Although, the various campaigns consciously sought to keep the
campaign focus away from race, it was discussed consistently in theablbgs
mainstream media, and based on the historical nature of this presidential canpaig
unclear whether it would have been possible to defer that agenda. This is condistent w
Reeves’s (1997) research, which surmised that most often it was the mediadhat
race into the campaign.

The purpose of this study was to examine racial framing during the 2008
presidential campaign. This study observed political blogs and traditiona.medi
Political blogs were chosen because the political blogosphere is grovidng) la@coming
increasingly influential. There is currently very little researadhdeonducted to

examine political blogs and race.
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The script for the future of blogging has not been written yet. The PewrBlesea
Center (2010) conducted research on teens and young adults and their Internethuse whic
suggested traditional blog use among that population has declined by approximately 13%
between 2006 and 2009. The traditional blog has been replaced for young adults by
FaceBook and Twitter. However, the blogosphere continues to grow with over 150
million posts per day (Technorati, 2009). New independent political blogs continue to
emerge providing fresh perspectives to the landscape. New technology will be
instrumental in determining the future of blogging, specifically the iPad andemobi
technology. The future of blogging will continue to hold the promise of participatory
citizenship, open debates without restrictions and open access for anyone.

Taken together, the aggregate findings identify the consistent racrhéyahat
occurs in political blogs. For communication scholars, the findings indicate ttdaree
continued effort and activity in this area. For journalists and bloggers, the Bnchng
provide insight to the possible effects of the way the media frames issues.istVie ax
country mindful of race, and awed by technology. The media continues to fatilgate
news agenda. Itis important to continue the inquiry into how all types of megtigesn

and represent race.
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Table 1

Blog and Mainstream Media Names and Political Ideology

Name of Blog

Political Ideology

Frequency of
Posts/Article

Ace of Spades Conservative 145 (6.5%)
Crooks and Liars Liberal 160 (7.1%)
Eschaton Liberal 107 (4.8%)
Feministe Liberal 118 (5.3%)
Hot Air Conservative 246 (10.9%)
Little Green Footballs Conservative 145 (6.5%)
Michelle Macklin Conservative 136 (6.1%)
Powerline Conservative 159 (7.1%)
Talking Points Memo Liberal 247 (11.0%)
Think Progress Liberal 151 (6.7%)
New York Times Liberal 391 (17.4%)
Wall Street Journal Conservative 242 (10.8)
Totals 2247
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Table 2

Conservative and Liberal Blogs Explicit Racial Framing

Title Story Content Race Mention

Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit

49 783 127 705 56 776
Conservative
5.9% 94.1% 15.3% 84.7% 6.7% 93.3%
44 738 107 675 41 741
Liberal
5.6% 94.4% 13.7% 86.3% 5.2% 94.8%
Total 93 1521 234 1380 97 1517

Note: This table includes three chi-square findings. Results are includexplantE
Title, Explicit Content and Race Mention of a political candidate found in Conservat
and Liberal Blogs
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Table 3

Conservative Blogs and Conservative Mainstream Media Explicit Racial Rgami

Title Story Content Race Mention

Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit

49 783 127 705 56 776
Blogs
5.9% 94.1% 15.3% 84.7% 6.7% 93.3%
6 236 19 223 30 212
Media
2.5% 97.5% 7.9% 92.1% 12.4% 87.6%
Total 55 1019 146 928 86 988

Note: This table includes three chi-square findings. Results are includexplantE
Title, Explicit Content and Race Mention of a political candidate found in Conservat
Blogs and Mainstream Media
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Table 4
Liberal Blogs and Liberal Mainstream Media Explicit Racial Framing

Title Story Content Race Mention
Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit Explicit No Explicit
44 738 107 675 41 741
Blogs
5.6% 94.4% 13.7% 86.3% 5.2% 94.8%
40 351 114 277 82 309
Media
10.2% 89.8% 29.2% 70.8% 21.0% 79.0%
952 123 1050

Total 84 1089 221

Note: This table includes three chi-square findings. Results are includexplantE
Title, Explicit Content and Race Mention of a political candidate found in LilBdoais

and Mainstream Media
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Table 5

Conservative and Liberal Blogs and Implicit Racial Framing

Title Story Content
Implicit No Implicit  Implicit No Implicit
165 667 223 609
Conservative
19.8% 80.2% 26.8 73.2%
Liberal 92 690 135 647
11.8% 88.2% 17.3% 82.7%
Total 257 1357 358 1256

Note: This table includes two chi-square findings. Results are included for
Implicit Title and Implicit Content in Conservative and Liberal Blogs
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Table 6
Conservative Blogs and Media and Implicit Racial Framing

Title Story Content

No Implicit Implicit No Implicit

Implicit
165 667 223 609
Blogs
19.8% 80.2% 26.8% 73.2%
Media 6 236 11 231
2.5% 97.5% 4.5% 95.5%
Total 171 903 234 840

Note: This table includes two chi-square findings. Results
are included for Implicit Title and Implicit Content in
Conservative Blogs and Mainstream Media
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Table 7

Liberal Blogs and Media and Implicit Racial Framing

Title Story Content
Implicit No Implicit Implicit No Implicit

92 690 135 647

Blogs

11.8% 88.2% 17.3% 82.7%

Media 36 355 128 263
9.2% 90.8% 32.7% 67.3%
Total 128 1045 263 910

Note: This table includes two chi-square findings. Results
are included for Implicit Title and Implicit Content in Liberal

Blogs and Mainstream Media
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Table 8

Conservative and Liberal Blogs and Racial Stereotypes

Racial Stereotypes

Stereotypes No Stereotypes
112 720
Conservative
13.5% 86.5%
Liberal 70 712
9.0% 91.0%
Total 182 1432

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Racial Stereotypes and Conservative and Liberal Blogs
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Table 9

Conservative Blogs and Media Racial Stereotyping
Racial Stereotypes

Stereotypes No Stereotypes
112 720
Blogs
13.5% 86.5%
Media 13 229
5.4% 94.6%
Total 125 949

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Racial Stereotypes and Conservative Blogs and
Mainstream Media
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Table 10

Liberal Blogs and Media and Racial Stereotypes

Racial Stereotypes

Stereotypes No Stereotypes
70 712
Blogs
9.0% 91.0%
Media 54 337
13.8% 86.2%
Total 124 1049

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Racial Stereotypes and Liberal Blogs and Mainstream

Media
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Table 11

Conservative and Liberal Blogs and Modern Racism

Modern Racism

Modern Racism No Modern Racism

41 791
Conservative
4.9% 95.1%
Liberal 24 758
3.1% 96.9%
Total 65 1549

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Modern Racism and Conservative and Liberal Blogs
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Table 12

Conservative Blogs and Media and Modern Racism

Modern Racism

Modern Racism No Modern Racism

41 791
Blogs
4.9% 95.1%
Media 0 242
0% 100%
Total 41 1033

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Modern Racism and Conservative Blogs and Mainstream
Media
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Table 13

Liberal Blogs and Media and Modern Racism

Modern Racism

Modern Racism No Modern Racism

24 758
Blogs
3.1% 96.9%
Media 27 364
6.9% 93.1%
Total 51 1122

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for
Modern Racism and Liberal Blogs and Mainstream

Media
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Table 14

Conservative and Liberal Blogs and Overall Tone

Positive Overall Negative Overall Neutral Overall
Conservative 67 478 287

8.1% 57.5% 34.5%
Liberal 63 406 313

8.1% 51.9% 40.0%
Totals 130 884 600

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for Overall Tone and Consearadive
Liberal Blogs
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Table 15

Liberal Blogs and Liberal Mainstream Media and Overall Tone

Positive Overall Negative Overall Neutral Overall
Liberal Blogs 63 406 313

8.1% 51.9% 40.0%
Liberal Media 7 175 209

1.8% 44.8% 53.5%
Totals 70 581 522

Note: This table includes the chi-square findings for the Overall Tone and Liberal
Blogs and Mainstream Media
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APPENDIX A:
INSTRUCTIONS AND BASIC GUIDELINES FOR CODERS

This study is investigating racial framing during the 2008 presidetimapaign. We will
be identifying and examining political blogs and transcripts from two national
newspapers. Inthese media, we will be observing explicit and implicit egpahls,
racial stereotypes, and modern racism.

With each codeable entry, a variable is being coded. Each blog post or newspaper
transcript should be coded separately. A list of the blogs and newspapers, amdiarcal
with the blogs and newspapers to be sampled on that date, should be included in your
materials.

This printed code sheet is to be utilized when coding the data online. The online syste
allows the coder to choose the appropriate option. The data will then be stored and
formatted in SPSS format. The online system keeps an accurate record,spaovide
backup, and transfers the data to SPSS for analysis, thus supporting the reliabiéity of t
instrument and the handling of large amounts of data.

If you are unsure about whether something should be coded, please go ahead and code
the material and send an e-mail to flippin@ou.edu with the following information:

Type of media

Name of blog or newspaper

Your name

Date

Blog or article title

Date of the post or article

Your question or issue of concern

If there are any other concerns or questions regarding this study, plesse me at
flippin@ou.edu. Your willingness to assist with this study is very much appréciate

Monica Flippin Wynn
Primary Researcher
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Causing a Ruckus Coding Sheet*

Coding is mandatory on these items.

Please complete the following information with each post or article itenyahatode.
1. Your Name

2. Coder Identification Number

Individual Coder Identification Numbers

1 = Monica
2 = Sedelta
3 =Josh
4 = Courtney
5 = Charli
3. Date you coded materials

4, The original date of your selection (the value must be between 02/10/2007 and
11/06/2008, inclusive)

5. Type of Media*
Please select one of the following responses
1=Political Blog
2=Newspaper article

6. Please list the name of the media you are observing.
Please select the responses that apply.
1=Ace of Spades
2=Crooks and Liars

3=Eschaton
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4=Feministe

5=Hot Air

6=Little Green Footballs

7=Michelle Macklin

8=New York Times

9=PowerLine

10=Talking Points Memo

11=Think Progress

12=Wall Street Journal

If you are coding a blog, is there more than one post on this date?
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes

2=No

3=Coding Newspaper

If you are observing a newspaper article, where was this article found?
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Front Page/World

2=US

3=Coding a blog

What is the political ideology of this blog/article?*
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Conservative

2=Liberal
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The next question asks you to specify the format of the message. Specificaltiichow
content was presented in the blog post or article. If the content was objectivetaat] fa

it should be reported as news/information. If the content was subjective drdmse

opinion, it should be reported as an editorial or opinion. Finally, if it is a personal
statement by or about the author of the blog, it should be reported as a personahstateme

10. Based on your observations, how would describe the blog post/article?
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Editorial or opinion only
2=News/Information only
3=Personal statement of the author

4=News and opinion

*xxkPlease rememberr xxrx

This study is looking at the racial framing of explicit and implicit appe&kfrican

Americans. There are going to be implicit and explicit appeals in nefete other

groups and genders. That is not what we are coding, so when you code, race is your only
focus. Thank you.

Explicit racial appeals and Blackg/African Americans.

An explicit racial appeal will be coded using Mendelberg's definition. Alracia
appeal (communication) is explicit if it uses racial nouns or adjectivesitwsnwhite
prerogatives, to express anti-Black sentiment, to represent racgtgpers, or to portray
a threat from African Americans. An explicit message uses such worBtaaks,"
“race," "racial," or "African Americans" to express anti-&daentiment or to make
racially stereotypical or derogatory statements. Any noun refeirage or ethnicity
should be coded.

Mendelberg, T. (2001). The race card: Campaign strategy, implicit messages, and
the norm of equality. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

11. What is the title of the blog or article that you are coding? (If teen®ie than
one blog post on this particular day, then successive code sheets should be
completed for each post.).

12. Based on your observations, does the blog title contain an explicit racidlP&ppea

Please select one of the following responses.
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1=Yes
2=No

Based on your observations does the content of this blog post or article include
any explicit racial appeals?*

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes
2=No

If the blog post or article contains explicit racial appeals, pleaséydpaw
many.

Based on your observations, does the blog post or article mention the name of a
political candidate?*

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes

2=No

Please list the political candidates mentioned by name in this blog/articl
Please select all that apply.

1=Hillary Clinton

2=John Edward

3=Rudy Giuliani

4=Mike Huckabee

5=Dennis Kucinich

6=John McCain

7=Barack Obama

8=Ron Paul

9=Bill Richardson

207



10=Mitt Romney

11=Fred Thompson

12=0ther

13=No political candidate was mentioned in this blog post

17. If a political candidate(s) was mentioned, does the blog post/article mémtion t
race or ethnicity of the political candidate(s)? *

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes

2=No

15=Not applicable

18. What is the racial or ethnic classification of the political candidatefstioned
in the blog/article?

Please select all that apply.*

1=Asian or Asian American

2=Black or African American
3=Hispanic or Latino

4=Native American or American Indian
5=White or Caucasian

6=Mixed Race

7=0ther, please specify

15=Not Applicable

19. If race was mentioned in discussing the political candidates, what was the tone of
the discussion?

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Positive
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2=Negative
3=Neutral
4=NA

20. Based on your observations, does the blog post or article mention a candidate’s
voters or supporters?

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes
2=No
21.  Was the race or ethnicity of the voters mentioned in this blog post/article?
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes
2=No
15=Not applicable
22.  What was the race or ethnicity of the voters mentioned in this blog post/article?
Please select from one of the following options.
1=Asian or Asian American
2=Black or African American
3=Hispanic or Latino
4=Native American or American Indian
5=White or Caucasian
6=Mixed Race
7=0ther, please specify

15=Not Applicable
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*The explicit appeals listed in this study are not exhaustive. If you areeualsaut
whether something should be coded as an explicit racial appeal, please go alueal and
the material and send an e-mail to flippin@ou.edu with the following information:

Type of media

Name of blog or newspaper

Your name

Date

Blog or article title

Date of the post or article

Your question or issue of concern
What you coded

Implicit Racial Appeals

Here are some examples of implicit racial appeals: inner city, urbas,goverty,
welfare recipients, welfare queen, poor, food stamps, federal aid, federagaione,
violence, Al Sharpton, Jesse Jackson, Jeremiah Wright, community organizers, acor
drugs, patriotism, civil rights, hurricane Katrina, quotas, law and order, vastrtdw-
income, diversity, discrimination, integration, sound engineering, impoverisheal, soc
problems, busing, integration, health disparities, hip-hop, gangsta rap, gangs,
disadvantaged, and disenfranchised, affirmative action.

Here are some examples of implicit racial appeals found in text which shopilsh hel
coding them for this study.

Acorn/community organizer. “As you are no doubt aware, the community
organizing group Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN)
is now under intense scrutiny for recent reports of its involvement in questionable
behavior and potentially illegal activity in several states. In additidhet damning
video reports of ACORN employees now familiar to most Floridians, just lagt thvee
Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office announced that arrest warragres issued for 11
former ACORN employees accused of faking voter registration cards. Wisile
commendable that ACORN assisted in the investigations that led to the, dirtesgs the
guestion: why were so many people capable of these crimes working for ACQORN
first place™?

® Caputo, M. (2009, September 17). After whore-gRitehio wants Crist to investigate ACORN. Naked
Politics. Retrieved from Lexis Nexis, October 1209.
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“Each ACORN office carries out multiple issue campaigns. ACORN membe
across the country work to raise the minimum wage or enact living wage policies;
eliminate predatory financial practices by mortgage lenders, pagddgrks, and tax
preparation companies; win the development of affordable housing and community
benefits agreements; improve the quality of and funding for urban public schoolg] rebuil
New Orleans; and pass a federal and state ACORN Working Families Agesidding
paid sick leave for all full time workers. Your tax dollars also go toward funding the
ACORN Housing Corporation which provides "first time homeowner mortgage
counseling and foreclosure prevention assistance, and low income housing development.
So here's an organization directly involved in expanding the debacle which has tbmente
this financial crisis and we find they're fueled by tax revenues. ACORMNasralolved
extensively in voter registration, bragging on their website that they've thelpee than
1.7 million low- and nederate-income and minority citizens apply to register to vote.
Except many of those registrations haeen fraudulent.”’

“But look, let's call a spade a spade: When Giuliani sneered about community
organizers on the "South side" of Chicago, it's pretty clear what he was sapamga
spent his time rabble-rousing among black people. It's no different than whelN@he R
called him a "street organizer." A community organizer can be a PTA me&mae
Christian Coalition lieutenant. Indeed, there's something deeply conservativetabout
vocation, which informally organizes citizens to demand better, fairer, and wise
treatment from detached government bureaucrats. But that's really notahatriel
Giuliani and the RNC are getting at. Community organizer isn't being used tddesc
job but a background®”

Affirmative action/quota system: "Affirmative action” says that you must give
someone extra consideration for the same reason. Both are designed to overcome the
after-effects of the rampant discrimination that existed up until the rpashtQuota
systems are a simplistic and misguided attempt to do so that has been pretty much
discarded because, while they are easy to implement, they are dysamaale of the
cure being no better than the disease. Affirmative action is much mooeltifiecause
it is inevitable that some people are not going to get what they deserve, but then people
often don't get what they deserve. The difference is that under affirraatioa people
don't get what they deserve because they are unlucky rather than becauseskihthe
color or gender. Ultimately unfair? Yes, but so is life in general. Would the cowntry b
better off without it? Probably’”

“Now, affirmative action is yet another weapon liberals use to hijack The
American Dream and turn it into the American nightmare, complete with razedali
institutionalized and legalized injustice and payback which have no place in theedmer
our founders dreamed of. This kind of affirmative action is a distortion, yet arasthe
hoc cocktail devised by liberals to justify their twisted vision of what Amestcaild be.

" McQ (2008, October 8). So that's what communityamizers do. Right Wing News. Retrieved October
12 from Lexis Nexis.

& Merv (2008, September 5). Community organizerriacst phrase? PrariePundit. Retrieved on October
12, from Lexis Nexis.

 Merv (2008, September 30). Affirmative racism anel we're owed mentality. PrairiePundit. Retrieved
on October 16, 2009, from Lexis Nexis.
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Not content to merely infect and distort a once powerful idea to suit their purposes,
liberals have now extended it to suit their social, economic and political agenda. Call
them on it and you are a hateful, intolerant, narrow-minded and evil racist. Aginee wi
them on it and you are an enlightened, educated, perceptive visionary who will carry
America far. They hijackhe concept; they can make their owtes. \ell, at least we
have the ever-liberal mainstream media ready, willing and able to servieciaé
establishments every need®

“But the real people that need to go are the racial extortionists in this country,
such as who exploit the issue of race solely to line their own pockets. Am | the only one
who remembers when adulterer Jesse Jackson referred to New York Cityigsaiy?
Am | the only one who remembers the Tawana Brawley episode where gt&@har
helped ruin the lives of six white men based on a false rape claim? The exiitmrast
media, who has given people like are the modern day versions of Jesus Christ. Whenever
one of them screams racism, the media runs to their throne and makes sure to defame
anybody that's accused of racism, even if the claims are false.”

Disenfranchised. “No wonder their national leadership calls itself the DNC.
Obama’s largest constituent groups fall under the genetalalian of disenfranchised
victims, those who feel they are ethnically or economically handicagped.”

Federal Aid. “With Federal aid declining and the state caught in a deep
economic slump, some Mississippi leaders say they fear their state iger dé falling
back into the pattern of poverty and division that prevailed for most of its history. Gov.
William Winter said in an interview that progress in race relations ssigsippi, the
nation's poorest state and the state with the largest percentage of blalckseasiped
out if the economic disparity between blacks and whites worséfed.”

“The Administration's urban policy report contains other curiosities. méga
Federal aid to cities for undermining the poor's "personal ambitions for self
betterment.” Ironically, it is the Administration's safety net, theeFaavelfare
program (which the Administration wishes to continue), that inhibits the desire to
work, particularly since recent and proposed changes in eligibility for taogps and
Medicaid lower assistance to the working padr.”

Impoverished. “How do programs like Affirmative Action hold up to Martin
Luther King’'s dream, hiring someone to meet a quote based on skin color? Helping
minority communities and impoverished Americans has become a politiad sel
point with no accountability. Legislators in New Jersey agree education risfone
civil rights issue of our time. Abbot districts were created to addressghes iselping

19PA Pundits (2008, October 17.) Obama, the media®BORN” Affirmative action on steroids. PA
Pundits. Retrieved on October 16, 2009 from Lexaxibl

" Daryl D (2007, April 13). The racial extortion Afnerica. Blogcritics.org. Retrieved on October 16,
2009 from Lexis Nexis.

12pA Pundits (2009, January). Who elected Obamar?eRetl on October 12, 2009.

13 Herbers, J. (1982, April 14). Mississippi fear$Ucuts imperil its fiscal and racial gains. ThexNéork
Times. Retrieved on October 12, 2009 from Lexisiklex

4 The New York Times (1982, July 1). Using poversyam excuse to cut federal poverty programs.
Retrieved October 12, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.
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impoverished, mostly minority communities in New Jersey. But where is the
accountability.*®

Inner City. “Someone decided a few years ago to use "inner city" to describe
where the "minority” populations live, and the connotation of both words evokes certain
negative presumptions, preconceived notions and stigmas. We have so easily
incorporated these words into our vocabulary and use them readily without retilezing
implications they make. "Inner city" is synonymous with "ghetto” and aetre
negatively to that word. We need to react strongly to the above-mentioned warelt as
When it is necessary to refer to a person's racial or ethnic origin, chooseatitedevhat
we are - African-American, black, female or male, Hispanic, Native fsangretc., but
never, never, never a "minority.” We must never accept being calledh&ess If it
taligs two columns or a whole news page to list just who is being talked about, then so be
it” =,

“The fear and actuality of crime and violence in the innerigtyavaging the
poor ad theurban and suburban middle classes alie.”

Gangs. “But in many neighborhoods the gangs are so entrenched that they flaunt
their criminal operations. Heavily armed teams deal drugs openly at sireets; using
gang "peewees" as police lookouts. The "street tax," or seguro (ins)riane regular
part of a merchant's business expenses on many blocks. Younger gang members mimic
these operations by collecting a "tax" from schoolchildren or "tolls" tathielelevators
in housing projects. And violence is even a public-relations tool. After a Chicdgmer
series on gangs, members of gangs not mentioned in the paper called to protest. "The
wanted us to help publicize them as the biggest and meanest guys in town," said
investigative reporter William Recktenwald. "They can use the clips toird8-year-
olds." Last month when a 15-year-old was mistakenly shaathdthe accusekiller
told pEL)EI}ice that the hit he bungled had been scheduled in time to make the nightly
news’

“The title is a take-off on the movie, White Men Can't Jump. It appearsnhat, i
addition to deficient basketball skills, White men are also deficient in ganiglgesiglls.
Whites have a very low rate of street gang membership, at least in Califeui. tBat
is not true of other ethnic group®

15 Gendlin, S. (2009, January 19). Martin Luther Kiltg A great visionary but has his dream come. true
Conservatives with Attitude. Retrieved on Octob@r 2009 from Lexis Nexis.

16 Words charged with Biased, fuzzy meaning. ClewéRfain Dealer, Retrieved October 8, 2009 from
Lexis Nexus

Y Farrell, W. C. (2004, December 19). Rebuildingd&l&lilwaukee must be a two-pronged effort.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. Retrieved October &2fom Lexis Nexis.

18 Starr, M. & Maier, F. (1985, January 28). Chicag@ang Warfare. Newsweek. Retrieved on October
16, 2009, from Lexis Nexis.

¥ Lindsay, R. (2007, November 19). White Men CarénB. Robert Lindsay. Retrieved on October 16,
2009 from Lexis Nexis.
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Gangstarap. “O'Reilly's point was that the real middle-class black America is
decent and normal, unlike the images found in gangsta rap and th& like.”

“That said, you can't blame all of the violent imagery of rap music on black men.
There wouldn't be a glut of hyper violent gangsta rap if there wasalidience for it, 70
percent of them being suburban white teenagers. But to understand Rap's papularity
the suburbs, you have to understand the half century long pact that so manyetiditcal |
male intellectuals have had with black men for over a half century, in which alluco m
of the American leftist racial debate ended up being centered around black men being
oppressed paragons of hipsterism, free from any responsibility becauseiofideton,
with any debate about black women's issues cast &3ide.”

Jeremiah Wright. “We're watching the rehabilitation, the reconstruction, the
rebuilding, the remaking of a man... from bigoted hate-monger to enlightenat soci
critic. Old Media will defend despite his many words over the years becauseeid M
and are ideologically entwined and connected. It'll be up to New Media to counter that
defense. Not just because New Media is opposed ideologically though that can't be
denied but because New Media remains enamored with truth-telling. Old Meditous
be. Now they're into truth-creation. And now they're into creating a new truth about
Jeremiah Wright, led by himself. How quaint. How convenient. How deceftive.”

Patriotism. “Mr. Deneen concludes by advocating the "tradition of localism,
community, self-government based in limits, a culture of memory and tradition,
undergirded by faith and virtue" and "a revival of patriotism... based in plades a
folkways, not abstraction and expansiéh.”

Poverty/low income/lazy. “Hurricane Katrina forced the nation into a chillingly
close encounter with poverty in America. By witnessing images of &sriéit to face
hunger, dehydration, disease and violence following a natural disaster, wdssere a
forced to see the unmistakable and bleak divide between the haves and havenots. Katrina
revealed more than severe deficiencies in disaster response - it algghkeghl
government's longtime failure to address poveftty.”

“About a week ago, J.D. over at Get Rich Slowly posted an article about the
difference between high income earners and low income earners. Most of thenddte
between the two that he listed come largely down to personal effort and persorned.choic
In the comments, many people jumped to the conclusion that poor people are lazy, which
is an extremely broad brush, but a fairly reasonable one. After all, if theedidter

2 Merv (2007). Media mutters monstrosities. Praidieffit. Retrieved on October 12, 2009, from Lexis
Nexis.

L Lashley, R. (2006, January 23). The Thug Maleisd®x. Blogcritics.org Culture. Retrieved on October
16, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.

% Rice, R. (2008, April 27). Re-inventing Jeremiahighit. Brutally Honest. Retrieved on October 16,
2009 from Lexis Nexis.

% The Western Confucian (2009, February 18) Reat figtriotism. Retrieved on October 12, 2009 from
Lexis Nexis.

% Reed, D. Johnson, H. (2005. October 16). Pligltaferty: Is society doing enough to lift the poat

of economic despair. Press Enterprise. Retrievetdl@r 8, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.
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between high incomes and low incomes is a handful of personal choices and actions, the
people not taking them - the people with low incomes - must be lazy, Aight?”

“And so steps in Chocolate City, a new documentary that attempts to take on the
complex issue from the view of residents pushed out in the name of development. The
new movie, first screened last night at the Festival Centre on Columbia Road, tbkkows
story of 400 low-income families of the Arthur Capper/Carrollsburg housing psafect
Southeast who lost their homes in 2002 to make room for a new, mixed-income
development funded in part by a $34.9 HOPE VI federal grant. Though they were
promised the chance to come back, the movie claims, both the number of low-income
units to be built and the threshold used to define "low-income” in the new development
pushed them out for good®

Underclass. “The unduckable truth is that the gang crisis is deeply entwined with
America’'s most intractable social failure: the entrenchment of its uadsréntil
politicians and the public are ready to attack that problem root-and-brancH themti
are ready, in particular, to make a Herculean effort to improve the life progpgoisng
black men -- gangs will grow more powerful and more wicked. And, soon, enough, even
the Sandifer case will not seem shockif@.”

Urban areas. “Aside from social and economic problems that discourage
dealerships from locating in urban areas, the long-term trend is toward larigesitiea
that many inner cities can't accommodate, says Paul Taylor, chief ecbabthes
National Automobile Dealers Associatioff.”

Weélfare, welfarerecipients, welfare queens and welfarereform. “Crusading
against government excess, Reagan, as a candidate, lampooned a "Chicago welfa
queen” who received benefits under multiple identitiés.”
Acorn is at least as radical as these better-known groups, arguably méet Because
Acorn works locally, in carefully selected urban areas, its national prefibever. Acorn
likes it that way.°

“And what about Carol Moseley-Braun, the Senate's very own welfare queen, and
her use of campaign contributions to keep a stud on the side in lavish splendor, at public
expense”?

% Trent (2009, August 27). Are poor people lazy? Siraple Dollar. Retrieved on October 16, 2009 from
Lexis Nexis.

% Austermuhle, M. (2008, January 25). Chocolate €ikes on gentrification. DCIST. Retrieved on
October 16 from Lexis Nexis.

2" The Economist (1994, December 17) American Gathgse are no children here. Retrieved on October
16, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.

% sawyers, A. (2005, January 331, 2005). Inner —@é@lers battle the odds. Automotive News. Retdeve
October 8, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.

% Harwood, J. (2009, March 23). For Populism, arreta Economic Roots. The New York Times,
Retrieved on October 10, 2009.

30 sanity, (2008, October 6, 2008). Mighty Obamasnfiittle acorns grow. Dr. Sanity. Retrieved October
12, 2009 from Lexis Nexis.

3L pruden, W. (1993, November 2). Welfare queens twedin the Senate too. The Washington Times.
Retrieved from Lexis Nexis on October 10, 2009
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“It means getting the message out that you can no longer get something for
nothing in this country. It means no more "welfare queens," no more people living off the
public dole, no more standing in grocery lines and watching able- bodied men and
Women3gsing food stamps to buy more and better food than working people can
afford.”

Implicit text will be coded using the research and definition of definition of Mendglbe
Study Instructionsfor Implicit Racial Appeals

What follows is the definition and then some examples of implicit racial
communication. If you are unsure, please follow the instructions at the beginning of the
coding document.

Implicit racial appeals are appeals that contains a recognizable—lg-suatial
reference. Implicit racial appeals convey the same message as eapiatiappeals, but
they replace the racial nouns and adjectives with more oblique references td nay
present an ostensibly race-free conservative position on an issue while ingrdentall
alluding to racial stereotypes or to a perceived threat from African Aamsticimplicit
racial appeals discuss a nonracial matter and avoid a direct refevdriaek inferiority
or to white group interest. They forego professions of racial antipathy and do nateendor
segregation or white prerogatives.

Here are some examples of implicit racial appeals: inner city, areas,
poverty, welfare recipients, welfare queen, poor, food stamps, federal ardl fede
policies, crime, violence, Al Sharpton, Jesse Jackson, Jeremiah Wright, community
organizers, acorn, drugs, real America, patriotism, civil rights, hurri€atréna, quotas,
law and order, underclass, low-income, diversity, discrimination, integration, sound
engineering, impoverished, social problems, busing, integration, health disphijties
hop, gangsta rap, gangs, disadvantaged, and disenfranchised, affirmative action.

Mendelberg, T. (2001 he race card: Campaign strategy, implicit messages, and the
norm of equalityPrinceton: Princeton University Press.

33. Based on your observations, does the blog post or article include any
Black/African Americans Racial Stereotypes?

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes
2=No

24. Based on your observations does the content of this blog post or article include
any implicit racial appeals of Blacks/African Americans?

32 Editorial. (1993, December 22). True reform istfieap. The Atlanta Journal and Constitution. Retde
from Lexis Nexis on October 10, 2009.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No

If this blog post/article contains implicit racial appeals, pleasafgp®w many.
Based on your observations does this blog post/article include photos?*
Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No

If the blog post/article included a photo, what is the subject of the photo?
Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No

15=Not Applicable

If the photo featured an individual or a group, what racial or ethnic group was
visually represented in the photo?

Please select all that apply.

1=Asian or Asian American

2=Black or African American
3=Hispanic or Latino

4=Native American or American Indian
5=White or Caucasian

6=Mixed Race
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29.

30.

31.

7=0ther, please specify Black or African American

15=Not Applicable

Based on your observations does this blog post/article include video?*

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No

15=Not Applicable

If there is a video contained in this material, what does it feature?
Please select one of the following responses.

1=An individual

2=Group

3=0Other

4=Does not contain video

If the video featured an individual or groups, what racial or ethnic
groups were visually represented in the video?

Please select all that apply.

1=Asian or Asian American

2=Black or African American

3=Hispanic or Latino

4=Native American or American Indian

5=White or Caucasian

6=Mixed Race

7=0ther, please specify Black or African American

8=0ther, please specify
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15=Not Applicable

*The implicit appeals listed in this study are not exhaustive. If you areaiabout
whether something should be coded as an explicit racial appeal, please go alueai and
the material and send an e-mail to flippin@ou.edu with the following information:
Type of media

Name of blog or newspaper

Your name

Date

Blog or article title

Date of the post or article

Your question or issue of concern

What you coded

Racial Stereotypes

This next question will ask you to list any racial stereotypes for Blhektsare in this
blog post or article.

Here are some stereotypes and examples in text that are assodiatBihekls.
Blacks are lazy

Blacks are stupid.

Blacks are prone to criminal activity.

Blacks are less intelligent than Whites.

Blacks are comedic, loutish.

Blacks are poor.

Black women are promiscuous.
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Blacks are good athletes.

Black women are aggressive.

Black women are loud.

Black men are highly sexual.

Blacks are athletic.

Blacks are musical.

Blacks are good dancers.

Blacks are like the rappers in videos.

Blacks live in ghetto.

32.

33.

34.

Based on your observation, if this content contained an implicit racial appeal of
Blacks/African Americans, what was the tone of the appeal?

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Positive

2=Negative

3=Neutral

4=Does not contain an implicit message.

Based on your observations does this blog post/article contain any black racial
stereotypes?

Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes

2=No

If the blog post/article contains Black racial stereotypes pleasiéydpav many.
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*The Black stereotypes listed in this study are not exhaustive. If younsneeuabout
whether something should be coded as an explicit racial appeal, please go alueai and
the material and send an e-mail to flippin@ou.edu with the following information:
Type of media

Name of blog or newspaper

Your name

Date

Blog or article title

Date of the post or article

Your question or issue of concern

What you coded

Modern Racism

Modern racism is a subtle, less invasive form of racism. It is not explicit. isi¢he
definition by McConahay (1986): “The principal tenets of modern racisnhese:t (1)
Discrimination is a thing of the past because Blacks now have the freedom tdeampe
the marketplace and to enjoy those things they can afford. (2) Blacks are goshing
hard, too fast, and into places where they are not wanted. (3) These tactics and demands
are unfair. (4) Therefore, recent gains are undeserved and the prestigggrant
institutions of society are giving Blacks more attention and the concomiguns ghan

they deserve.” (pp. 92-93)

35. If this content contained racial stereotypes of Blacks/African Aaresjavhat
was the tone of the racial stereotypes in this content?

Please select one of the following responses.
1=positive

2=negative

3=neutral

15=Not Applicable

36. Based on your observations, does the blog post have any occurrence of modern
racism?*
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37.

38.

39.

40.

Please select one of the following responses

1=Yes

2=No

Based on your observations, what was the tone of the modern racism occurrence?
1=Positive

2=Negative

3=Did not contain any modern racism occurrences

Based on your observations, was race discussed in this blog post or article?
1=Yes

2=No

If race was discussed in this blog post or article, how was it framed?
Please select one of the following responses.

1=Positive

2=Negative

3=Neutral

15=Not applicable

If race was discussed in this blog post or article, was it referring to
Blacks/African Americans?*

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No

3=Race was not discussed in this blog post or article
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Policy issues

Policy Issues are top issues of concern to the American people. They includeieconom
foreign affairs, education, crime, health, social welfare, and the environnhese @re
different from the topics of the entire blog post or other media. The policy iaausec
discussed in the content but not be the main topic or issue of the blog. It may very well
be the main topic, but there must be a distinction between a policy issue discussed in the
blog and the main issue or topic of the entire blog post.

41. Based on your observations, are any policy issues discussed in this blog post or
article?

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Yes

2=No
Below is a list of issues or topics that were being discussed in the newsttering
election. After reading the content(s) for this particular day, pleaset € primary
topic or issue mentioned in the blog. Primary topic means the main focus of tleecartic
blog. It also could be in the blog title.
42.  What is the primary topic of this blog or article?

Please select one of the following responses.

1=Crime

2=Education

3=Economy

4=War in Iraq

5=War in Afghanistan

6=Environment

7=Health Care

8=Budget/Taxes

9=Race

10=Homosexual rights
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11=Technology
12=Transportation
13=Presidential Politics
14=United States Politics
15Religion

16=Foreign Policy

17=0Other

Networking
Hyperlink or Hypertext is the way different blogs network with each othethikihe
blog post, you will find a highlighted word or area; if you click on it, you will be khke
to another source.
43. Based on your observations, does this blog post contain embedded hyperlinks?
Please select one of the following responses.
1=Yes
2=No
3=Coding a newspaper
44, If the blog post contains networked hyperlinks, please specify how many.

45, Do the hyperlinks embedded in this blog post link to another blog post,
mainstream source, or other source?

Please select from the following responses.
1=Blog Post

2=Mainstream Source

3=Don’t know

4=0ther
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46.

47.

Was the embedded hyperlink a conservative, liberal or other source?
Please select from the following responses.

1=Conservative

2=Liberal

15=Not Applicable

Based on your observations, what was the overall tone of the blog post or article
you reviewed?

Please select.
1=Positive
2=Negative

3=Neutral
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