

























































































INDIANS IN MICHIGAN AND INDIANA. 31

(By treaty, June 5 and 17, 1846, the 5,000,000 tract in Iowa was purchased by the United
States, a trust-fund of $643,000 created, with an interest annuity of $32,150 annually, and
other funds and lands granted to the Indians in Kansas.)

About 1830 the government adopted the policy of extinguishing, by purchase, all Indian
title to lands east of the Mississippi River.

These annuitants, then numbering some 250, had made such progress in civilization, by
the aid of their missionaries, schools, and the adoption of the modes of civil life, that they
were resolved not to go west or release their government reserve title to their reserves in
Michigan and Indiana, then amounting, as shown in the treaty of September 27, 1833, to
(104,960 acres) 164 sections.

By the treaty, September 26, 1833, the Indians who finally went to Kansas ceded to the
United States their title tothe remaining tribal lands, as estimated in the treaty, of 5,000,000
acres, and agreed to go west, receiving therefor 5,000,000 acres on the Missouri, in the (now)
State of lowa, and some $250,000 in annuities, trust-funds, school-funds, and other moneyed
provisions.

This treaty was completed on 26th September, 1833. These annuitants (the memorialists)
refused to and did not join in it or accept its provisions.

But on the following day they entered into a treaty called °‘articles supplementary *” to
the treaty of the 26th. The following extracts from this treaty exhibit ali of importance in
this case:

‘“‘Articles supplementary to the treaty made at Chicago, in the State of Illinois, on the
26th day of September, 1833, between George B. Porter, Thomas J. V. Owen, and Wil-
liam Weatherford, commissioners on the part of the United States, of the one part, and the
united nation of Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians, concluded at the same
place on the 27th day of September, 1833, between the said commissioners on the part of
the United States, of the one part, and the chiefs and headmen of said united natiou of In-
dians residing upon the reservations ot land situated in the Territory of Michigan, south of
Grand River, of the other part.

“ARTICLE 1. The said chiefs and headmen cede to the United States all their land situ-
ate in the Territory of Michigan, south of the Grand River, being the reservations at Nota-
wasepe, of four miles square, contained in the third clause ot the second article, treaty
made at Chicago on the 20th day of August, 1821 ; and the 99 sections of land contained in
the treaty made at Saint Joseph on the 19ih September, 1327 ; and also the tract of land on
the Saint Joseph River, opposite the town of Niles, and extending to the iine of the State of
Indiana, on which the villages of Topenebee and Pokagon are situated, supposed to contain
abour 49 sections.

“ARTICLE 2. In consideration of the above cession it is hereby stipulated that the said
chiefs and headmen, and their immediate tribes, shall be considered parties to the said treaty,
to which this is supplemertary, and be entitled to participate in all the provisions therein
contained as a part of the united nation; and, further, there shall be paid by the United
States the sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), to be applied as follows:

(*The remainder of the article, in four clauses, awards $10,000 to satisfy those who asked
for individual reserves; $25,000 to pay outside debts of the nation; $25,000 iu goods ; and
$40,000 in $2,000 payments for twenty years.)

¢“On behalf of the chiefs and headmen of the united nation of Indians who signed the
treaty to which these articles are supplementary, we hereby, in evidence of our concurrence
therein, become parties thereto.

‘“ And as since the signing of the treaty a part of the band residing on the reservation
in the Territory of Michigan have requested, on account of their religious creed, permission
to remove to the northern part of Michigan, it is agreed that in case of such removal the
just proportion of all annuities payable to them under former treaties, and that arising from
the sale of the reservation on which they now reside, shall be paid to them at L’Arbre
Croche.”

The treaties of the 26th and 27th in substance simply provide: Ist, on the part of the main
nation now in Kansas, that they were to remove west of the Mississippi within three years,
on to this 5,000,000 tract, receive the entire benefits of all the moneyed benefits of their re-
lease of their Indian title to occupancy of the 5,000,000 tract about Chicago,and the
$350,000, while these annuitants were to remain in Michigan, and receive their just propor-
tion of all former annuities there, their rights to the same remaining unchanged and unim-
paired, and the $100,000 mentioned in the treaty of September 27, in consideratian of their
tribal reserves (164 sections, 104,960 acres) then ceded to the government, and their inter-
est in common in the 5,000,000 about Chicago.

It appears from the records of the departments that the main nation then numbered 3,840,
and these annuitants 250 souls. .

These annuitants make no complaint of lackes of the government in these premises, prior
to 1836. They confess the facts of having received their just proportion of all annuities, in
tull, up to that date, including the $60,000 in moneyed provisions, and one of the twenty in-
stallments ot $2,000 under treaty 27th September, 1333, '

The main nation was removed west, many of them by force of the military of the United
States. These annuitants were exempted, and protected by the United States officers from



























