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It’s wonderful 
when people are proud of their city 

 but it is even more wonderful 
 when the city can be proud of its people 

Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The aim of this article is to review and assess the Polish specialist literature on urban 
revival, i.e. all actions undertaken to revitalise and restructure urban areas. The 
discussion of this issue was based on the classification of the specialist literature 
concerning urban revival into five thematic groups: socio-demographic, spatio-
functional, economic, environmental and cultural.  
 
 
Shrnutí 
 
Obnova měst v polské odborné literatuře  
 
Cílem článku je shrnout a zhodnotit polskou literaturu týkající se obnovy měst – tedy všech 
jevů týkajících se revitalizace a restrukturalizace.  Diskuse na toto téma je založena na 
klasifikaci a rozdělení odborné literatury do pěti tématických skupin: socio-demografické, 
funkčně-prostorové, ekonomické, environmenální a kulturní. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The issue of urban revival is becoming increasingly popular in the world as well as in Poland 
where it is particularly up-to-date. This is because World War II left lots of cities damaged, 
and these were cities which became a base for radical economic changes that took place in 
numerous states of the world. 
 
Intensive and uncontrolled development of cities after WWII led to significant urban sprawl 
as well as to taking over new green fields. The earth has become an urban planet and there is a 
need to find ways to create and efficiently manage the urban space, urban and architectural 
structures and, most importantly, the population. Considering the above, the solution seems to 
lie in an effectively managed urban revival, which should include socio-demographic, spatio-
functional, economic, environmental and cultural aspects.  
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At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, most urban areas were taken by industries and their 
infrastructure as well as by living quarters for people employed in factories. Looking at this 
issue from the perspective of market economy, factories, warehouses, depots and other 
premises from the times of both intensive industrialization and socialism tend to have one 
common characteristic. It is their very good location within the spatio-functional layout of 
cities which, as a result, stimulates a great interest in those areas.  

 
The crisis of the 1980s, a new socio-economic situation and political changes led to 
restructuring and modernising numerous aspects of the economy in Poland. The consequence 
of these changes was close-down of factories and abolishment of many institutions. Thus, 
urban areas acquired derelict buildings and areas, which have lost their functions, such as 
industrial, seaport or military ones (W. Rakowski, 1980; S. Kaczmarek, 2000, 2001; B. 
Jałowiecki, M. Szczepański, 2002; A. Lisowski, 2005; B. Jałowiecki, 2008 a, b). 
 
As a result, geographic research on the development and restructuring urban areas in Poland 
dealt after 1989 with the issues of activation, restructuring, revitalisation and gentrification of 
the urban areas which had lost their previous functions and thus might undergo revival 
processes. Geographers, urban planners, architects, sociologists, ecologists, councillors and 
managers of urban revival focused their attention on:  

• post-industrial areas (factory halls, depots, warehouses and plots),  
• communication objects and machinery (railway and seaport areas and objects),  
• post-military areas (barracks, fortifications and firing grounds),  
• housing estates, built-up quarters, streets, districts, selected groups of buildings 

(mainly located in the inner city).   
 

It must be emphasized that urban revival has become an important issue which is being 
discussed by both scientists and practitioners. It is due to the fact that negligence in this 
matter might impair competitiveness among European and world cities.  

 
There are a number of terms which refer to remedial and regeneration processes in quarters, 
streets, districts and whole cities, such as revalorisation, restructuring, renewal, revitalisation, 
reuse and gentrification. Even though these terms are often used interchangeably or wrongly, 
they all refer to urban revival processes.  

 
Due to the limited space of this publication as well as complexity and multitude of issues, the 
article focuses on selected dimensions connected with the urban revival, such as socio-
demographic, spatio-functional, economic, environmental and cultural aspects.  
 
 
2. Studies on urban revival – general issues  
  
The issues of the revitalization, revival and restructuring of cities are often and widely 
discussed by researchers from various countries. We may indicate some aspects and trends 
presented in the literature. Moreover, the Polish research refers to European and world’s 
studies. Above all, following aspects should be mentioned: 

a) socio-demographic (P. Hall, 1990; C. Hamnett, 1996; D. Lay, 1996; Sassen S., 2001), 

b) spatio-functional (P. Bagguley, J. Mark-Lawson, D. Shapiro, J. Urry, S. Walby, A. 
Warde, 1990; P. Hall, 1990; T. Hall, 1997), 

c) economic (J. H . Johnson, 1965; J. Jacobs, 1969; D. Lay, 1993; P. J. Taylor, 2004), 
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d) environmental and cultural (N. Lewis, C. Graham, 1992; S. Sassen, 2001; M. Pacione, 
2005). 

 
All specified aspects emphasize that it is crucial to economize the urban space and to try 
bringing each part of it into cultivation. Summing up, urban revival is an appropriate remedy 
for space deficiency and for reaching a spatial order. 
 
As the transformation and revival of urban areas is also a multi-aspect and multidimensional 
issue, it remains within the interests not only of geographers but also of a number of other 
specialists, including sociologists, architects, economists, town-planners, philosophers, 
naturalists and historians. Their studies are monographs, elaborations of one or more issues, 
as well as syntheses or holistic approaches. 

 
In Poland, the transformation of both degraded urban areas and whole towns represents an 
important issue of urban geography and settlement geography. Urban studies are experiencing 
a specific renaissance, which is connected with a local and regional aspect of geographical 
studies (K. Dziewoński, 1953, 1956; J. Ziółkowski, 1965; B. Jałowiecki, 1972, 2008a; M. 
Kiełczewska-Zalewska, 1972; P. Korcelli, G. Węcławowicz, 1982; J. Regulski, 1986; S. 
Liszewski 1988, 1994, 1995, 1997a, b, c, 2001, 2008a, b, c; G. Węcławowicz, 1988, 1999; S. 
Nowakowski, 1988; R. Domański, 1989, 1999, 1993; J. Wódz, 1990, 1991;  
W. Maik, 1992, 1993; Z. Chojnicki, 1992; E. Kaltenberg-Kwiatkowska, 1994;  
S. Kaczmarek, 1996, 1997, 2004 b; P. Lorens, D. Załuski, 1996; J. J. Parysek, J. Kotus, 1997; 
Z. Zuziak, 1999; D. Ptaszycka-Jackowska, 2000; B. Jałowiecki, M. Szczepański, 2002;  
J. J. Parysek, 2006 a, b; D. Szymańska, 2007, 2009; B. Jałowiecki, W. Łukowski, 2007). 
These researchstudies are often of both general and multidimensional character.  
 
The base of modern geographical thoughts on rejuvenation and transformation of derelict 
urban areas is found in the papers published among others by W. Czarnecki (1960); J. 
Goryński (1982); J. Gryszkiewicz, S. Kaczmarek, S. Liszewski (1989); K. Dziewoński 
(1990); R. Domański, T. Marszał (1995); M. Kochanowski (1996); R. Domański (1997, 2000, 
2002); J. J. Parysek, H. Rogacki (1998); W. Pęski (1999); Z. Ziobrowski, D. Ptaszycka-
Jackowska, A. Rębowska, A. Geissler (2000); J. J. Parysek (2005, 2006b); A. Starzewska-
Sikorska (2007). They indicate it is necessary to transform the urban space radically, which is 
mainly understood as the levelling of disproportions in living standard and quality of life and 
upgrading town management and urban aesthetics. Moreover, P. Korcelli (1974); J. J. Parysek 
and T. Stryjakiewicz (2004), and R. Domański (2002) paid attention to a global aspect of 
economic and spatial changes, which are reflected on a local scale, mainly in town and cities. 
As a result, geographers should become more involved in the preparation of scenarios for the 
further development of cities and regions which take into consideration global trends (such as 
urban revival in the context of sustainable development, space recycling and urban 
ecosystems).  
 
Urban revival, including all revitalisation processes, shows a number of basic aspects. Each of 
them has its own features, which influence directly and indirectly the course and effects of the 
process in a given area. Thus, as mentioned above, the analysed phenomena can be considered 
in their socio-demographic and spatio-architectural-functional aspects, as well as in those 
which are significantly influenced by economic, environmental and cultural aspects.  
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2.1 Studies on urban revival – the socio-demographic aspect  
 

For a number of years scientists have been concentrating on social processes taking place in 
the urban space. There are numerous papers worldwide, which tackle social aspects of the 
urban revival. However, in Poland, this issue has not been so widely regarded. On the one 
hand, this might be caused by novelty and complexity of this aspect of modern urban space. 
On the other hand, however, this might be caused by a lack of proper statistical data available.  

 
Political changes intensified a number of socio-economic and spatio-functional processes. In 
accordance with G. Węcławowicz (2001), three basic social groups can be delimited, which, 
like actors, play roles on the stage called a city. These are elite and middle classes and the 
poor, and they, in a way, fight for space with one another. The repair processes should 
mitigate all the negative social, spatial and economic effects of urban revival. As a result of 
these undertakings, living quarters, workplaces and recreation areas for all inhabitants of a 
town should be created.  

 
The society, mainly through local communities, has a double role in the revitalisation 
processes. It is due to the fact that a local community initiates, plans, controls and monitors 
these processes, but it is also influenced by them. Urban revival introduces new functions to 
the area which can either be addressed to inhabitants of a given district or quarter or to people 
from the outside of it. As a result, according to S. Kaczmarek (2001) and B. Domański 
(2000a, b), conflicts between the ‘old’ and ‘new’ space users can arise. Such situations should 
be avoided as the social integration is one of leading social goals of the urban revival. On the 
other hand, however, social expectations and requirements of local communities as well as the 
pressure exerted by them represent the main factor which brings dynamics of the revival 
processes.  

 
The areas undergoing the above processes belong to the so-called problematic and pathologic 
areas, where social situation is far from the generally accepted standards. The issues of social 
marginalisation and exclusion were underlined by A. Bukowski, B. Jabłońska, and M. 
Smagacz-Poziemska (2007). In accordance with their definition, social exclusion means ‘not 
following a common and socially accepted way of life, or detouring from it’. Similar topics 
are also found in the papers by L. Frąckiewicz (2004); A. Gawkowska, A. Kościański, P. 
Gliński (2005), while G. Węcławowicz (2001); A. Zborowski and M. Deja (2009) deal with 
the assessment of the intensity of the phenomena of social degradation, poverty, 
unemployment as well as social segregation and polarisation in areas under urban 
restructuring. The authors pay attention to the fact that unemployment, including long-term 
unemployment, is the leading factor responsible for poverty and, as a result, for social 
exclusion. According to B. Jałowiecki (1980, 1988, 2000); J. Wódz (1989); I. Sagan (2000); 
J. J. Parysek (2006); A. Radziński (2007); D. Kotlorz (2008); R. Jeż (2008); A. Barteczek 
(2008); K. Skalski (2008); and A. Zborowski and M. Deja (2009), urban revival counteracts 
unemployment and, as a result, poverty and pathology. This is due to the fact that new, 
interesting workplaces are created in the revitalised parts of a town or city. Thus, if quickly 
introduced and well directed, the revival processes can counteract pauperisation and mitigate 
social degradation of districts, quarters or whole towns. According to J. Szczepański (1981); 
J. Drążkiewicz (1982); M. Jerczyński, A. Gawryszewski (1984); K. Skalski (1996, 1998); J. 
Słodczyk (2000); Z. Ziobrowski (2000 a, b); A. Lisowski (2001); B. Jałowiecki (2003); I. 
Sagan, M. Rzepczyński (2003); G. Węcławowicz (2003); I. Jażdzewska (2004); S. 
Kaczmarek (2004 a); I. Sagan (2004); M. Dymnicka (2005); B. Jałowiecki, A. Majer, S. M. 
Szczepański (2005); J. Kotus (2005); A. Zborowski (2005); J. Słodczyk, E. Szafranek (2006); 
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and W. Siemiński (2009a), the overriding concern of repair processes in urban areas is the 
society. It is due to the fact that the society itself is the main addressee of the revitalisation 
idea, which should follow the convention of a social dialogue.  

 
2.2 Studies on urban revival – the spatio-functional aspect 

  
The next aspect of processes leading to the urban revival is connected with the spatial order 
(J. J. Parysek, 2003; T. Topczewska, 2009). This problem is reflected in numerous scientific 
papers, which is possibly the effect of a relatively easy access to field data as well as the 
application character of the research.  

 
Many publications on this topic stress that the integration of newly occupied areas with a 
town or city, that is the creation of a specific urban continuum, remains the main spatial, 
architectural and functional premises for urban revitalisation (P. Korcelli, 1974; R. Domański, 
2002). Considering the above, restructuring urban space is definitely the most radical and 
spectacular manifestation of repair undertakings. New facades and renovated buildings, 
modernised and adapted factories, depots and warehouses, modern communication systems, 
well maintained green areas and interesting forms of space utilisation create totally new and 
changed urban space. In accordance with W. Czarnecki (1960); H. Syrkus (1976); S. 
Liszewski (1988); W. Maik (1992); B. Jałowiecki (1999); B. Domański (2000 a, b); J. 
Słodczyk (2000); K. Skalski (2000); A. Rębowska, (2000); S. Kaczmarek (1999, 2001); D. 
Załuski (2001); G. Gorzelak (2003); C. Wawrzyniak (2003); I. Jażdżewska (2004, 2006); J. 
Gorgoń, A. Starzewska-Sikorska (2007); A. Wolaniuk (2008); and K. Mazur-Belzyt (2008), 
attractive urban interiors, squares, frontages and parks which take place of the disappearing 
fences, rubble, walls and courtyards are the manifestations of urban revival. 

 
The spatio-architectural-functional aspect of urban revival can be considered both in its urban 
and architectural approach. According to K. Skalski, 1996, 2000; Z. Zuziak, 1996; A. 
Baranowski, 1998; A. Geissler, A. Romiński, 2000; Z. Ziobrowski, 2000a, b; R. Ast, 1999, 
2001, just to name a few, the urban approach to a reconstruction of a whole or part of a town 
or city means such a transformation of the area so as it could meet the new needs designed for 
it during the revitalisation process. It is crucial, however, that the previous state of the area 
will have been well preserved too. Such transformations include, among others, spatial, 
functional and very important infrastructural changes. In this form, the urban revival means 
creating new buildings, introducing changes in the communication and infrastructural systems 
as well as modernisation of the existing buildings. The architectural approach, on the other 
hand, means introducing innovations and improvements into the existing building 
(construction elements and installations). As a result of urban and architectural activities, a 
given city area acquires new functions and aesthetics, which often become the city’s 
showcase. The above issues were widely commented on in the papers by the following 
authors: S. Kaczmarek, 2001; J. Słodczyk, 2001; L. Czarniecka-Markindorf, 2002; S. J. 
Kozłowski, 2005; D. Stawasz, M. Turał, 2006; and H. Domański, 2007, just to name some of 
them.  
 
2.3 Studies on urban revival – the economic aspect  

 
A lot of papers (W. Maik, 1995; P. Korcelli, 1996; R. Domański, 1997; J. Słodczyk, 2000) 
pay attention to the fact that spatio-functional and social changes influence the economic 
situation of the rejuvenated part of a town or city and, consequently, the entire urban 
organism. As J. J. Parysek (2006a) indicates that all repair processes within the urban area 
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lead to economic boom as the newly created space brings new opportunities such as new jobs 
and new places for economic activity in retail, services and production. As M. Pieniążek 
(2007) suggests, the specificity of revitalisation and restructuring processes leads to the 
situation where traditional branches of industry are replaced with advanced services. 
Furthermore, the paper by B. Sieracka-Nowakowska and R. Nowakowski (2005) indicates 
that degraded urban areas are becoming increasingly used as places convenient for the 
development of science, technology and Research & Development (R&D) services. 
Moreover, the papers by M. Jerczyński, 1973; W. Rakowski, 1980; Z. Ziobrowski, 1998; R. 
Domański, 1997; A. Harańczyk, 1998; S. Kaczmarek, 1999; B. Domański, 2000; S. 
Liszewski, 2001; T. Stryjakiewicz, 2002; M. Piech, 2004; Z. Zuziaka, 1996; and W. 
Siemiński, 2009a, b indicate that modern industry needs different surroundings and structures 
than classical industry. Scientific and technological advancements have triggered the 
development of economy based on innovations, ICT and highly qualified human capital. 
Industrialisation was an unavoidable factor, which initiated the processes of urbanisation, 
development, transformation and, in consequence, the revitalisation of urban structures. This 
issue was tackled in the papers by J. Drążkiewicz (1982); B. Domański (2000 a); I. Sagan 
(2000); J. Słodczyk (2000); D. Szymańska, A. Matczak (2002); W. Skrobot (2002); T. 
Bili ński, D. Kłosek-Kozłowska, and K. Skalski (2003). Other researchers (I. Fierla, 2004; K. 
Mazur 2005; A. Pancewicz, 2005; Z. Chojnicki, T. Czyż 2006, 2008; T. Stryjakiewicz, 2008; 
P. Churski, 2008; W. Siemiński, T. Topczewski, 2009) conclude that the primacy of 
industrialisation over urbanisation resulted in the fact that localisation and development of 
factories were the main factors leading to urbanisation. According to R. Domański (2002), J. 
J. Parysek and T. Stryjakiewicz (2004), ICT has globalised the economy. As a result, some 
aspects of human activity, including industry, have been transferred while others have been 
degraded. Globalisation, high technologies and the so-called new economy have changed the 
role of the traditional location factors. The importance of physical distances has declined, 
whereas the meaning of the ‘soft’ and institutional factors for both location and development 
has increased. The economy of most of the More Economically Developed Countries 
(MEDCs) is undergoing the post-industrial phase where the role of industry has changed 
significantly. Restored, revitalised or restructured towns and cities transformed into 
development and growth hubs are well suited for challenges of the modern economy.  
 
 
2.4 Studies on urban revival – the environmental aspect 

 
One of significant aspects of the urban revival is represented by ecological actions with their 
main target in revitalization and restructuring processes, which ensure the progress of 
biologically active areas. Moreover, it causes the growth of flora and fauna biodiversity in 
cities and its suburbs. In addition, these actions contribute to protect typical species nesting in 
the locality. Aforementioned efforts, stressed by several researchers (Ziobrowski, D. 
Ptaszycka–Jackowska, A. Rębowska, A. Geissler, 2000; S. Kaczmarek, 2001; A. Starzewska–
Sikorska; 2007), influence the restoration of ecological balance and help to upgrade aesthetic 
and artistic qualities of urban landscapes. Consequently, these aspects improve the quality of 
the city life. 

 
Pro-ecological initiatives being pursued among rural areas within revitalization processes are 
aimed at a usage of new, energy-saving, environment-friendly substances and technologies. 
Therefore, numerous researchers (W. Maik, 1992; K. Janas, W. Jarczewski, W. Wańkowicz, 
2010) point out that all building renovations, thermo-modernizations, new installations, solar 
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panels, ecological sewage-treatment plants are elements that essentially contribute to the pro–
environmental restoration of the urban system. 

 
Considering the urban revival we observe that study literature (J. J. Parysek, J. Kotus, 1997; 
A. Baranowski, 1998; J. J. Parysek, 2005; S. Bródka, I. Markuszewska, 2009) is significantly 
focused on problems with the environment in former industrial areas and also on possibilities 
of its reclamation. 

 
What causes negative environmental changes is industrial activity (changes in terrain 
morphology, disruption of hydrological processes, reduction of flora and fauna species). 
Therefore, after the close-down of production and exploitation processes, it is essential to 
commence restoration of environmentally ruined areas. It should lead to the revival of the 
natural, cultural and usable (practical) value of the above mentioned areas. 

 
 

2.5 Studies on urban revival – the cultural aspect  
 

The spatial, economic, social and environmental aspects of urban revitalisation cannot go 
without the cultural aspect (treated here as tradition). It is a combination of the earlier 
mentioned four aspects and a kind of synergy between them.  

 
The awareness of the necessity to save valuable urban objects was first expressed in England 
where industry developed first. There, the oldest objects of the industrial and technological 
revolution are crucial for the entire Europe and treated as national heritage. In the 1980s, the 
process of saving the English monuments began, and the very idea of their conservation, 
revitalization and restoration gained popularity. Such an approach can also be seen in Polish 
cities and successful examples of repair processes include Łódź, Wrocław and Poznań, just to 
name a few (B. Domański, 2000b; S. Kaczmarek, 2001; P. Lorens, 2001; T. Kaczmarek, 
2001; A. Billert, 2006, S. Belniak, 2009).  

 
Urban areas undergoing revitalization processes remain a kind of witnesses of the old times 
and as such they should be protected in a professional way. Industrial halls, mining 
machinery, ports, docks with warehouses and others express tradition in human activity and a 
reminder of the technological development. They are urban monuments and speechless 
witnesses of history. Such issues were reflected in the papers by, among others, Z. Zuziak 
(1997, 1998); T. Markowski (1999); A. Lisowski (2002); M. Dymnicka, (2005); M. A. 
Murzyn (2006, 2007); and M. Madurowicz (2007). Tradition is becoming a kind of a thread 
of transformations and changes which lead to the development of a new and functional place, 
necessary for the contemporary people but with the respect for the past. Consequently, we 
may expect new research on this matter in the near future.  

 
Another up-to-date research problem discussed in the specialist literature and connected with 
urban revival processes is gentrification. Although this issue has been widely discussed in the 
foreign literature, in Poland it is still regarded as new, innovative and not widely known. 
However, this situation is changing as indicated in articles by A. Lisowski (1999); S. 
Kaczmarek (2001); E. Szafrańska (2008); and A. Jadach-Sepioło (2009a, b).  

 
Gentrification as a ‘market renewal process’ aims at upgrading the area or the city quarter. 
This term has been used in the specialist literature since the 1960s and comes from an English 
word ‘gentry’. It describes the process of an influx of new urban ‘gentry’ to the city centre. 
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As a result, the character of the district changes and social succession takes place when the 
rich population forces the poor to move out from the area undergoing gentrification (S. 
Kaczmarek, 2001; D. Szymańska, 2007; E. Szafrańska, 2008). This term is tightly interwoven 
with the revitalization processes in towns and cities and is treated as a side effect of 
revitalization. However, gentrification can also take place irrespectively of other revival 
processes. Differences between the discussed processes refer to planning, demographic, 
social, economic and cultural factors (see Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1: Revitalisation and gentrification – their main aspects and differences  
Source: Compiled by the author on the basis of A. Jadach-Sepioło, 2009 a 
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The above review of the specialist literature indicates that the knowledge of relation between 
the revitalization and gentrification processes is not complete and needs further research. 
These phenomena are relatively new in processes shaping the structure of modern towns and 
cities (A. Lisowski, 1999; A. Jadach-Sepioło, 2009; J. Grzeszczak, 2010). Therefore, it is 
necessary to study the development and evolution of these issues.  

 
3. FINAL REMARKS  

 
The publishing market has recently been enriched with a number of new papers on the 
analysed issues. This article presents and tries to asses only a small part of the Polish 
specialist literature. Moreover, numerous works of Polish researchers including geographers 
often discuss the processes of urban transformation in socio-economic systems yet without a 
clear reference to the terms of urban revitalization, gentrification or revival.  

 
Certain deficiency is recorded in the number of papers dealing with the quantification of the 
specific cases of urban revival. As A. Lisowski (1999) indicates, this might be connected with 
the multi-aspect character or novelty of the issue. It is also significant that the analyzed 
processes have a strong social character and thus it is difficult to quantify them. However, 
there is a large number of papers dealing with the spatio-functional aspect of urban revival. 
This can be conditioned by the fact that the inflow of the EU funds has added dynamics to the 
revitalization processes. As a result, towns and cities have gained restructured spaces that are 
analyzed, studied and researched. Additionally, the issue of urban revival in Poland follows 
the world trends, which refer to the socio-economic and functional changes in the cities 
worldwide.  

 
Urban revival remains an important scientific topic of geographical research as it refers to 
time and space as well as to changes that take place in urban centres of diverse functions, 
character and size. On the other hand, however, urban revival is classified as interdisciplinary, 
or even multidisciplinary, which increases the complexity of the analyses and mounts 
difficulties in the holistic approach to the issue.  
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