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This thesis project explored the scope of democracy and seek the 
opportunity to relate the research into the discipline of architecture. 
This one-year thesis journey started from “Democracy in Words”, 
“Democracy as a Rule of Drawing”, which seek to develop a representation 
system  under the wide topic of democracy. The second part, “Behind 
the Democratic Illustration”, used a series of collages and drawings to 
understand a contemporary democratic crisis. And in the last part of the 
thesis “Reveal the Democratic Truth”, develop an architectural project 
based on the previous knowledge to reveal the predicament of the society 
through a counter-design architectural proposal.



Democracy in Words

What is “Democracy”? Whether it is a political system or a way of living, we’ve 
all agreed that it is a pillar to a modern society. There are different literatures 
describing the idea of democracy. In all the nations that operating democratic 
form of government, democracy is written down in the constitution documents. 
In this beginning part of the thesis project, I am exploring the democracy in this 
language perspective, seeing how it is described and relates to other vocabulary and 
expressions.

I picked the officially-written-in-English constitutions in 4 democratic countries 
on the top list of Democratic Index from Economist Intelligence Unit:  Australia, 
Botswana, Ireland and United States. The documents were deconstructed into the 
category of verbs, nouns and prepositions for further discovery.  
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WHEREAS the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and under the Constitution hereby established: And whereas it is expedient to provide for the admission into the Commonwealth of other Australasian Colonies and possessions of the Queen: Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:— This Act may be cited as the Commonwealth 
of Australia Constitution Act. The provisions of this Act referring to the Queen shall extend to Her Majesty's heirs and successors in the sovereignty of the United Kingdom. It shall be lawful for the Queen, with the advice of the Privy Council, to declare by 
proclamation that, on and after a day therein appointed, not being later than one year after the passing of this Act, the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, and also, if Her Majesty is satisfied that the people 
of Western Australia have agreed thereto, of Western Australia, shall be united in a Federal Commonwealth under the name of the Commonwealth of Australia. But the Queen may, at any time after the proclamation, appoint a Governor-General for the 
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth shall be established, and the Constitution of the Commonwealth shall take effect, on and after the day so appointed. But the Parliaments of the several colonies may at any time after the passing of this Act make any 
such laws, to come into operation on the day so appointed, as they might have made if the Constitution had taken effect at the passing of this Act. This Act, and all laws made by the Parliament of the Commonwealth under the Constitution, shall be binding 
on the courts, judges, and people of every State and of every part of the Commonwealth, notwithstanding anything in the laws of any State; and the laws of the Commonwealth shall be in force on all British ships, the Queen's ships of war excepted, whose 
first port of clearance and whose port of destination are in the Commonwealth. " The Commonwealth" shall mean the Commonwealth of Australia as established under this Act. " The States " shall mean such of the colonies of New South Wales, New 
Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia, and South Australia, including the northern territory of South Australia, as for the time being are parts of the Commonwealth, and such colonies or territories as may be admitted into or 
established by the Commonwealth as States; and each of such parts of the Commonwealth shall be called " a State." " Original States " shall mean such States as are parts of the Commonwealth at its establishment. The Federal Council of Australasia 
Act, 1885, is hereby repealed, but so as not to affect any laws passed by the Federal Council of Australasia and in force at the establishment of the Commonwealth. Any such law may be repealed as to any State by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, 
or as to any colony not being a State by the Parliament thereof. After the passing of this Act the Colonial Boundaries Act, 1895, shall not apply to any colony which becomes a State of the Commonwealth; but the Commonwealth shall be taken to be a 
self-governing colony for the purposes of that Act. The Constitution of the Commonwealth shall be as follows: THE CONSTITUTION. This Constitution is divided as follows:— Chapter I.—The Parliament: Part I.—General: Part II—The Senate: Part III.—
The House of Representatives : Part IV.—Both Houses of the Parliament: Part V.—Powers of the Parliament: Chapter II.—The Executive Government: Chapter III—The Judicature: Chapter IV.—Finance and Trade : Chapter V.—The States ; Chapter 
VI.—New States : Chapter VII—Miscellaneous: Chapter VIII.—Alteration of the Constitution. The Schedule. The legislative power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Federal Parliament, which shall consist of the Queen, a Senate, and a House of 
Representatives, and which is herein-after called " The Parliament," or " The Parliament of the Commonwealth." A Governor-General appointed by the Queen shall be Her Majesty's representative in the Commonwealth, and shall have and may exercise 
in the Commonwealth during the Queen's pleasure, but subject to this Constitution, such powers and functions of the Queen as Her Majesty maybe pleased to assign to him. There shall be payable to the Queen out of the Consolidated Revenue fund of 
the Commonwealth, for the salary of the Governor-General, an annual sum which, until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall be ten thousand pounds. The salary of a Governor-General shall not be altered during his continuance in office. The provisions 
of this Constitution relating to the Governor-General extend and apply to the Governor-General for the time being, or such person as the Queen may appoint to administer the Government of the Commonwealth ; but no such person shall be entitled to 
receive any salary from the Commonwealth in respect of any other office during his administration of the Government of the Commonwealth. The Governor-General may appoint such times for holding the sessions of the Parliament as he thinks fit, and 
may also from time to time, by Proclamation or otherwise, prorogue the Parliament, and may in like manner dissolve the House of Representatives. After any general election the Parliament shall be summoned to meet not later than thirty days after the 
day appointed for the return of the writs. The Parliament shall be summoned to meet not later than six months after the establishment of the Commonwealth. There shall be a session of the Parliament once at least in every year, so that twelve months 
shall not intervene between the last sitting of the Parliament in one session and its first sitting in the next session, The Senate shall be composed of senators for each State, directly-chosen by the people of the State, voting, until the Parliament otherwise 
provides, as one electorate. But until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, the Parliament of the State of Queensland, if that State be an Original State, may make laws dividing the State into divisions and determining the number of 
senators to be chosen for each division, and in the absence of such provision the State shall be one electorate. Until the Parliament otherwise provides there shall be six senators for each Original State. The Parliament may make laws increasing or 
diminishing the number of senators for each State, but so that equal representation of the several Original States shall be maintained and that no Original State shall have less than six senators. The senators shall be chosen for a term of six years, and 
the names of the senators chosen for each Slate shall be certified by the Governor to the Governor-General. 8. The qualification of electors of senators shall be in each State that which is prescribed by this Constitution, or by the Parliament, as the 
qualification for electors of members of the House of Representatives ; but in the choosing of senators each elector shall vote only once. The Parliament of the Commonwealth may make laws prescribing the method of choosing senators, but so that the 
method shall be uniform for all the States. Subject to any such law, the Parliament of each State may make laws prescribing the method of choosing the senators for that State. The Parliament of a State may make laws for determining the times and 
places of elections of senators for the State. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, the laws in force in each State, for the time being, relating to elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State shall, 
as nearly as practicable, apply to elections of senators for the State. The Senate may proceed to the despatch of business, notwithstanding the failure of any State to provide for its representation in the Senate. The Governor of any State may cause writs 
to be issued for elections of senators for the State. In ease of the dissolution of the Senate the writs shall be issued within ten days from the proclamation of such dissolution. As soon as may be after the Senate first meets, and after each first meeting of 
the Senate following a dissolution thereof, the Senate shall divide the senators chosen for each State into two classes, as nearly equal in number as practicable; and the places of the senators of the first class shall become vacant at the expiration of the 
third year, and the places of those of the second class at the expiration of the sixth year, from the beginning of their term of service; and afterwards the places of senators shall become vacant at the expiration of six years from the beginning of their term 
of service. The election to fill vacant places shall be made in the year at the expiration of which the places are to become vacant. For the purposes of this section the term of service of a senator shall be taken to begin on the first day of January following 
the day of his election, except in the cases of the first election and of the election next after any dissolution of the Senate, when it shall be taken to begin ou the first day of January preceding the day of his election. Whenever the number of senators for 
a State is increased or diminished, the Parliament of the Commonwealth may make such provision for the vacating of the places of senators for the State as it deems necessary to maintain regularity in the rotation. If the place of a senator becomes vacant 
before the expiration of his term of service, the Houses of Parliament of the State for which he was chosen shall, sitting and voting together, choose a person to hold the place until the expiration of the term, or until the election of a successor as herein-
after provided, whichever first happens. But if the Houses of Parliament of the State are not in session at the time when the vacancy is notified, the Governor of the State, with the advice of the Executive Council thereof, may appoint a person to hold the 
place until the expiration of fourteen days after the beginning of the next session of the Parliament of the State, or until the election of a successor, whichever first happens. At the next general election of members of the House of Representatives, or at 
the next election of senators for the State, whichever first happens, a successor shall, if the term has not then expired, be chosen to hold the place from the date of his election until the expiration of the term. The name of any senator so chosen or 
appointed shall be certified by the Governor of the State to the Governor-General. The qualifications of a senator shall be the same as those of a member of the House of Representatives. The Senate shall, before proceeding to the despatch of any other 
business, choose a senator to be the President of the Senate ; and as often as the office of President becomes vacant the Senate shall again choose a senator to be the President. The President shall cease to hold his office if he ceases to be a senator. 
He may ba removed from office by a vote of the Senate, or he may resign his office or his seat by writing addressed to the Governor-General. Before or during any absence of the President, the Senate may choose a senator to perform his duties in his 
absence. A senator may, by writing addressed to the President, or to the Governor-General if there is no President or if the President is absent from the Commonwealth, resign his place, which thereupon shall become vacant. The place of a senator shall 
become vacant if for two consecutive months of any session of the Parliament he, without the permission of the Senate, fails to attend the Senate. Whenever a vacancy happens in the Senate, the President, or if there is no President or if the President 
is absent from the Commonwealth the Governor-General, shall notify the same to the Governor of the State in the representation of which the vacancy has happened. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one-third of the whole 
number of the senators shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Senate for the exercise of its powers. Questions arising in the Senate shall be determined by a majority of votes, and each senator shall have one vote. The President shall in all 
cases be entitled to a vote ; and when the votes are equal the question shall pass in the negative. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members directly chosen by the people of the Commonwealth, and the number of such members 
shall be, as nearly as practicable, twice the number of the senators. The number of members chosen in the several States shall be in proportion to the respective numbers of their people, and shall, until the Parliament otherwise provides, be determined, 
whenever necessary, in the following manner:— (i)A quota shall be ascertained by dividing the number of the people of the Commonwealth, as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, by twice the number of the senators :(ii)The number of 
members to be chosen in each State shall be determined by dividing the number of the people of the State, as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, by the quota; and if on such division there is a remainder greater than one-half of the 
quota, one more member shall be chosen in the State. But notwithstanding anything in this section, five members at least shal l be chosen in each Original State.For the purposes of the last section, if by the law of any State all persons of any race are 
disqualified from voting at elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State, then, in reckoning the number of the people of the State or of the Commonwealth, persons of that race resident in that State shall not be counted. 
Notwithstanding anything in section twenty-four, the number of members to be chosen in each State at the first election shall be as follows:— New South Wales twenty-three; Victoria twenty; Queensland eight; South Australia six ; Tasmania five; Provided 
that if Western Australia is an Original State, the numbers shall be as follows :— New South Wales twenty-six; Victoria twenty-three; Queensland nine; South Australia seven ; Western Australia five ; Tasmania five. Subject to this Constitution, the 
Parliament may make laws for increasing or diminishing the number of the members of the House of Representatives. Every House of Representatives shall continue for three years from the first meeting of the House, and no longer, but may be sooner 
dissolved by the Governor-General. Until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, the Parliament of any State may make laws for determining the divisions in each State for which members of the House of Representatives may be 
chosen, and the number of members to be chosen for each division. A division shall not be formed out of parts of different States. In the absence of other provision, each State shall be one electorate. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualification 
of electors of members of the House of Representatives shall be in each State that which is prescribed by the law of the State as the qualification of electors of the more numerous House of Parliament of the State; but in the choosing of members each 
elector shall vote only once. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, the laws in force in each State for the time being relating to elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State shall, as nearly as 
practicable, apply to elections in the State of members of the House of Representatives. The Governor-General in Council may cause writs to be issued for general elections of members of the House of Representatives. After the first general election, 
the writs shall be issued within ten days from the expiry of a House of Representatives or from the proclamation of a dissolution thereof. 33. Writs for vacancies. Whenever a vacancy happens in the House of Representatives, the Speaker shall issue his 
writ for the election of a new member, or if there is no Speaker or if he is absent from the Commonwealth the Cover General in Council may issue the writ. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualifications of a member of the House of 
Representatives shall be as follows :— (i)He must be of the full age of twenty-one years, and must be an elector entitled to vote at the election of members of the House of Representatives, or a person qualified to become such elector, and must have 
been for three years at the least a, resident within the limits of the Commonwealth as existing at the time when he. is chosen : (ii)He must be a subject of the Queen, either natural-born or for at least five years naturalized under a law of the United Kingdom, 
or of-a Colony which has become or becomes a State, or of the Commonwealth, or of a State. The House of Representatives shall, before proceeding to the despatch of any other business, choose a member to be the Speaker of the House, and as often 
as the office of Speaker becomes vacant the House shall again choose a member to be the Speaker. The Speaker shall cease to hold his office if he ceases to be a member. He may be removed from office by a vote of the House, or he may resign his 
office or his seat by writing addressed to the Governor-General. Before or during any absence of the Speaker, the House of Representatives may choose a member to perform his duties in his absence. A member may by writing addressed to the Speaker, 
or to the Governor-General if there is no Speaker or if the Speaker is absent from the Commonwealth, resign his place, which thereupon shall become vacant. The place of a member shall become vacant if for two consecutive months of any session of 
the Parliament he, without the permission of the House, fails to attend the House. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one-third of the whole number of the members of the House of Representatives shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the House for the exercise of its powers. Questions arising in the House of Representatives shall be determined by a majority of votes other than that of the Speaker. The Speaker shall not vote unless the numbers are equal, and 
then he shall have a easting vote. No adult person who has or acquires a right to vote at elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of a State shall,  while the right continues, be prevented by any law of the Commonwealth from voting at 
elections for either House of the Parliament of the Commonwealth. Every senator and every member of the House of Representatives shall before taking his seat make and subscribe before the Governor-General, or some person authorised by him, an 
oath or affirmation of allegiance in the form set forth in the schedule to this Constitution. A member of either House of the Parliament shall be incapable of being chosen or of sitting as a member of the other House. Any person who— (i)Is under any 
acknowledgment of allegiance, obedience, or adherence to a foreign power, or is a subject or a citizen or entitled to the rights or privileges of a subject or a citizen of a foreign power: or (ii)Is attainted of treason, or has been convicted and is under 
sentence, or subject to be sentenced, for any offence punishable under the law of the Commonwealth or of a State by imprisonment for one year or longer : or (iii)Is an undischarged bankrupt or insolvent: or (iv)Holds any office of profit under the Crown, 
or any pension payable during the pleasure of the Crown out of any of the revenues of the Commonwealth : or (v)Has any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any agreement with the Public Service of the Commonwealth otherwise than as a member 
and in common with the other members of an incorporated company consisting of more than twenty-five persons : shall be incapable of being chosen or of sitting as a senator or a member of the House of Representatives. But sub-section iv. does not 
apply to the office of any of the Queen's Ministers of State for the Commonwealth, or of any of the Queen's Ministers for a State, or to the receipt of pay, half pay, or a pension, by any person as an officer or member of the Queen's navy or army, or to the 
receipt of pay as an officer or member of the naval or military forces of the Commonwealth by any person whose services are not wholly employed by the Commonwealth. If a senator or member of the House of Representatives—  (i)Becomes subject to 
any of the disabilities mentioned in the last preceding section : or (ii)Takes the benefit, whether by assignment, composition, or otherwise, of any law relating to bankrupt or insolvent debtors : or (iii)Directly or indirectly takes or agrees to take any fee or 
honorarium for services rendered to the Commonwealth, or for services rendered in the Parliament to any person or State : his place shall thereupon become vacant. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, any person declared by this Constitution to be 
incapable of sitting as a senator or as a member of the House of Representatives shall, for every day on which he so sits, be liable to pay the sum of one hundred pounds to any person who sues for it in any court of competent jurisdiction. Until the 
Parliament otherwise provides, any question respecting the qualification of a senator or of a member of the House of Representatives, or respecting a vacancy in either House of the Parliament, and any question of a disputed election to either House, 
shall be determined by the House in which the question arises. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, each senator and each member of the House of Representatives shall receive an allowance of four hundred pounds a year, to be reckoned from the 
day on which he takes his seat. The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the members and the committees of each House, shall be such as are declared by the Parliament, and until declared shall 
be those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth. Each House of the Parliament may make rules and orders with respect to—  (i)The mode in which 
its powers, privileges, and immunities may be exercised and upheld : (ii)The order and conduct of its business and proceedings either separately or jointly with the other House.The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws 
for the peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to :— (i)Trade and commerce with other countries, and among the States : (ii)Taxation ; but so as not to discriminate between States or parts of States:  (iii)Bounties on the 
production or export of goods, but so that such bounties shall be uniform throughout the Commonwealth : (iv)Borrowing money on the public credit of the Commonwealth : (v)Postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and other like services : (vi)The naval and 
military defence of the Commonwealth and of the several States, and the control of the forces to execute and maintain the laws of the Commonwealth : (vii)Lighthouses, lightships, beacons and buoys : (viii)Astronomical and meteorological observations : 
(ix)Quarantine: (x)Fisheries in Australian waters beyond territorial limits : (xi)Census and statistics : (xii)Currency, coinage, and legal tender ; (xiii)Banking, other than State banking ; also State banking extending beyond the limits of the State concerned, 
the incorporation of banks, and the issue of paper money : (xiv)Insurance, other than State insurance; also State insurance extending beyond the limits of  the State concerned : (xv)Weights and measures : (xvi)Bills of exchange and promissory notes : 
(xvii)Bankruptcy and insolvency : (xviii) Copyrights, patents of inventions and designs, and trade marks :  (xix)Naturalization and aliens : (xx)Foreign corporations, and trading or financial corporations formed within the limits of the Commonwealth : 
(xxi)Marriage : (xxii)Divorce and matrimonial causes ; and in relation thereto, parental rights, and the custody and guardianship of infants: (xxiii) Invalid and old-age pensions : (xxiv)The service and execution throughout the Commonwealth of the civil and 
criminal process and the judgments of the courts of the States : (xxv)The recognition throughout the Commonwealth of the laws, the public Acts and records, and the judicial proceedings of the States : (xxvi)The people of any race, other than the aboriginal 
race in any State, for whom it is deemed necessary to make special laws : (xxvii)Immigration and emigration : (xxviii)The influx of criminals : (xxix)External affairs : (xxx)The relations of the Commonwealth with the islands of the Pacific : (xxxi)The acquisition 
of property on just terms from any State or person for any purpose in respect of which the Parliament has power to make laws ; (xxxii)The control of railways with respect to transport for the naval and military purposes of the Commonwealth : (xxxiii)The 
acquisition, with the consent of a State, of any railways of the State on terms arranged between the Commonwealth and the State: (xxxiv)Railway construction and extension in any State with the consent of that State : (xxxv)Conciliation and arbitration 
for the prevention and settlement of industrial disputes extending beyond the limits of any one State :(xxxvi)Matters in respect of which this Constitution makes provision until the Parliament otherwise provides : (xxxvii)Matters referred to the Parliament 
of the Commonwealth by the Parliament or Parliaments of any State or States, but so that the law shall extend only to States by whose Parliaments the matter is referred, or which afterwards adopt the law: (xxxviii)The exercise within the Commonwealth, 
at the request or with the concurrence of the Parliaments of all the States directly concerned, of any power which can at the establishment of this Constitution be exercised only by the Parliament of the United Kingdom or by the Federal Council of 
Australasia: (xxxix)Matters incidental to the execution of any power vested by this Constitution in the Parliament or in either House thereof, or in the Government of the Commonwealth, or in the Federal Judicature, or in any department or officer of the 
Commonwealth.The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have exclusive power to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to— (i)The seat of government of the Commonwealth, and all places 
acquired by the Commonwealth for public purposes : (ii)Matters relating to any department of the public service the control of which is by this Constitution transferred to the Executive Government of the Commonwealth : (iii)Other matters declared by this 
Constitution to be within the exclusive power of the Parliament.Proposed laws appropriating revenue or moneys, or imposing taxation, shall not originate in the Senate. But a proposed law shall not be taken to appropriate revenue or moneys, or to impose 
taxation, by reason only of its containing provisions for the imposition or appropriation of fines or other pecuniary penalties, or for the demand or payment or appropriation of fees for licences, or fees for services under the proposed law. The Senate may 
not amend proposed laws imposing taxation, or proposed laws appropriating revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Government. The Senate may not amend any proposed law so as to increase any proposed charge or burden on the 
people. The Senate may at any stage return to the House of Representatives any proposed law which the Senate may not amend, requesting, by message, the omission or amendment of any items or provisions therein. And the House of Representatives 
may, if it thinks fit, make any of such omissions or amendments, with or without modifications. Except as provided in this section, the Senate shall have equal with the House of Representatives in respect of all proposed laws. The proposed law which 
appropriates revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Government shall deal only with such appropriation. Laws imposing taxation shall deal only with the imposition of taxation, and any provision therein dealing with any other matter 
shall be of no effect. Laws imposing taxation, except laws imposing duties of customs or of excise, shall deal with one subject of taxation only; but laws imposing duties of customs shall deal with duties of customs only, and laws imposing duties of excise 
shall deal with duties of excise only. A vote, resolution, or proposed law for the appropriation of revenue or moneys shall not be passed unless the purpose of the appropriation has in the same session been recommended by message of the Governor-
General to the House in which the proposal originated. If the House of Representatives passes any proposed law, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after 
an interval of three months the House of Representatives, in the same or the nest session, again passes the proposed law with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails 
to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may dissolve the Senate and the House of Representatives simultaneously. But such dissolution shall not take place within six months 
before the date of the expiry of the House of Representatives by effluxion of time. If after such dissolution the House of Representatives again passes the proposed law, with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to 
by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may convene a joint sitting of the members of the Senate and of the House of 
Representatives. The members present at the joint sitting may deliberate and shall vote together upon the proposed law as last proposed by the House of Representatives, and upon amendments, if any, which have been made therein by one House and 
not agreed to by the other, and any such amendments which are affirmed by an absolute majority of the total number of the members of the Senate and House of Representatives shall be taken to have been carried, and if the proposed law, with the 
amendments, if any, so carried is affirmed by an absolute majority of the total number of the members of the Senate and House of Representatives, it shall be taken to have been duly passed by both Houses of the Parliament, and shall be presented to 
the Governor-General for the Queen's assent. When a proposed law passed by both Houses of the Parliament is presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent, he shall declare, according to his discretion, but subject to this Constitution, that 
he assents in the Queen's name, or that he withholds assent, or that he reserves the law for the Queen's pleasure. The Governor-General may return to the House in which it originated any proposed law so presented to him, and may transmit therewith 
any amendments which he may recommend, and the. Houses may deal with the recommendation. The Queen may disallow any law within one year from the Governor-General's assent, and such disallowance on being made known by the Governor-
General by speech or message to each of the Houses of the Parliament, or by Proclamation, shall annul the law from the day when the disallowance is so made known. A proposed law reserved for the Queen's pleasure shall not have any force unless 
and until within two years from the day on which it was presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent the Governor-General makes known, by speech or message to each of the Houses of the Parliament, or by Proclamation, that it has 
received the Queen's assent. The executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in the Queen and is exerciseable by the Governor-General as the Queen's representative, and extends to the execution and maintenance of this Constitution, and of the 

laws of the Commonwealth. There shall he a Federal Executive Council to advise the Governor-General in the government of the Commonwealth, and the members of the Council shall be chosen and summoned by the Governor-General and sworn as 
Executive Councillors, and shall hold office during his pleasure. The provisions of this Constitution referring to the Governor-General in Council shall be construed as referring to the Governor-General acting with the advice of the Federal Executive Council. 
The Governor-General may appoint officers to administer such departments of State of the Commonwealth as the Governor-General in Council may establish. Such officers shall hold office during the pleasure of the Governor-General. They shall be 
members of the Federal Executive Council, and shall be the Queen's Ministers of State for the Commonwealth. After the first general election no Minister of State shall hold office for a longer period than three months unless he is or becomes a senator 
or a member of the House of Representatives. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Ministers of State shall not exceed seven in number, and shall hold such offices as the Parliament prescribes, or, in the absence of provision, as the Governor-
General directs. There shall be payable to the Queen, out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Commonwealth, for the salaries of the Ministers of State, an annual sum which, until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall not exceed twelve thousand 
pounds a year. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the appointment and removal of all other officers of the Executive Government of the Commonwealth shall be vested in the Governor-General in Council, unless the appointment is delegated by the 
Governor-General in Council or by a law of the Commonwealth to some other authority. The command in chief of the naval and military forces of the Commonwealth is vested in the Governor-General as the Queen's representative. On a date or dates to 
be proclaimed by the Governor-General after the establishment of the Commonwealth the following departments of the public service in each State shall become transferred to the Commonwealth :— Posts, telegraphs, and telephones: Naval and military 
defence : Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and buoys : Quarantine. But the departments of customs and of excise in each State shall become transferred to the Commonwealth on its establishment. In respect of matters which, under this Constitution, 
pass to the Executive Government of the Commonwealth, all powers and functions which at the establishment of the Commonwealth are vested in the Governor of a Colony, or in the Governor of a Colony with the advice of his Executive Council, or in 
any authority of a Colony, shall vest in the Governor-General, or in the Governor-General in Council, or in the authority exercising similiar powers under the Commonwealth, as the case requires. The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested 
in a Federal Supreme Court, to be called the High Court of Australia, and in such other federal courts as the Parliament creates, and in such other courts as it invests with federal jurisdiction. The High Court shall consist of a Chief Justice, and so many 
other Justices, not less than two, as the Parliament prescribes. The Justices of the High Court and of the other courts created by the Parliament— (i)shall be appointed by the Governor-General in Council: (ii)shall not be removed except by the Governor-
General in Council, on an address from both Houses of the Parliament in the same session, praying for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity : (iii)shall receive such remuneration as the Parliament may fix; but the remuneration 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.The High Court shall have jurisdiction, with such exceptions and subject to such regulations as the Parliament prescribes, to hear and determine appeals from all judgments, decrees, orders, and 
sentences— (i)Of any Justice or Justices exercising the original jurisdiction of the High Court: (ii)Of any other federal court, or court exercising federal jurisdiction; or of the Supreme Court of any State, or of any other court of any State from which at the 
establishment of the Commonwealth an appeal lies to the Queen in Council: (iii)Of the Inter-State Commission, but as to questions of law only : and the judgment of the High Court in all such cases shall be final and conclusive. But no exception or 
regulation prescribed by the Parliament shall prevent the High Court from hearing and determining any appeal from the Supreme Court of a State in any matter in which at the establishment of the Commonwealth an appeal lies from such Supreme Court 
to the Queen in Council. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the conditions of and restrictions on appeals to the Queen in Council from the Supreme Courts of the several States shall be applicable to appeals from them to the High Court. No appeal 
shall be permitted to the Queen in Council from a decision of the High Court upon any question, howsoever arising, as to the limits inter se of the Constitutional powers of the Commonwealth and those of any State or States, or as to the limits inter se of 
the Constitutional powers of any two or more States, unless the High Court shall certify that the question is one which ought to be determined by Her Majesty in Council. The High Court may so certify if satisfied that for any special reason the certif icate 
should be granted, and thereupon an appeal shall lie to Her Majesty in Council on the question without further leave. Except as provided in this section, this Constitution shall not impair any right which the Queen may be pleased to exercise by virtue of 
Her Royal prerogative to grant special leave of appeal from the High Court to Her Majesty in Council, The Parliament may make laws limiting the matters in which such leave may be asked, but proposed laws containing any such limitation shall be 
reserved by the Governor-General for Her Majesty's pleasure. In all matters— (i)Arising under any treaty : (ii)Affecting consuls or otter representatives of other countries: (iii)In which the Commonwealth, or a person suing or being sued on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, is a party : (iv)Between States, or between residents of different States, or between a State and a resident of another State : (v)In which a writ of Mandamus or prohibition or an injunction is sought against an officer of the Commonwealth : 
the High Court shall have original jurisdiction. The Parliament may make laws conferring original jurisdiction on the High Court in any matter— (i)Arising under this Constitution, or involving its interpretation : (ii)Arising under any laws made by the 
Parliament: (iii)Of Admiralty and maritime jurisdiction : (iv)Relating to the same subject-matter claimed under the laws of different States. With respect to any of the matters mentioned in the last two sections the Parliament may make laws—  (i)Defining 
the jurisdiction of any federal court other than the High Court:(ii)Denning the extent to which the jurisdiction of any federal court shall be exclusive of that which belongs to or is invested in the courts of the States : (iii)Investing any court of a State with 
federal jurisdiction. The Parliament may make laws conferring rights to proceed against the Commonwealth or a State in respect of matters within the limits of the judicial power. The federal jurisdiction of any court may be exercised by such number of 
judges as the Parliament prescribes. The trial on indictment of any offence against any law of the Commonwealth shall be by jury, and every such trial shall be held in the State where the offence was committed, and if the offence was not committed 
within any State the trial shall be held at such place or places as the Parliament prescribes. All revenues or moneys raised or received by the Executive Government of the Commonwealth shall form one Consolidated Revenue Fund, to be appropriated 
for the purposes of the Commonwealth in the manner and subject to the charges and liabilities imposed by this Constitution. The costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt of the Consolidated Revenue Fund shall 
form the first charge thereon ; and the revenue of the Commonwealth shall in the first instance be applied to the payment of the expenditure of the Commonwealth. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury of the Commonwealth except under 
appropriation made by law. But until the expiration of one month after the first meeting of the Parliament the Governor-General in Council may draw from the Treasury and expend such moneys as may be necessary for the maintenance of any department 
transferred to the Commonwealth and for the holding of the first elections for the Parliament. When any department of the public service of a State becomes transferred to the Commonwealth, all officers of the department shall become subject to the 
control of the Executive Government of the Commonwealth. Any such officer who is not retained in the service of the Commonwealth shall, unless he is appointed to some other office of equal emolument in the public service of the State, be entitled to 
receive from the State any pension, gratuity, or other compensation, payable under the law of the State on the abolition of his office. Any such officer who is retained in the service of the Commonwealth shall preserve all his existing and accruing rights, 
and shall be entitled to retire from office at the time, and on the pension or retiring allowance, which would be permitted by the law of the State if his service with the Commonwealth were a continuation of his service with the State. Such pension or retiring 
allowance shall be paid to him by the Commonwealth ; but the State shall pay to the Commonwealth a part thereof, to be calculated on the proportion which his term of service with the State bears to his whole term of service, and for the purpose of the 
calculation his salary shall be taken to be that paid to him by the State at the time of the transfer. Any officer who is, at the establishment of the Commonwealth, in the public service of a State, and who is by consent of the Governor of the State, with the 
advice of the Executive Council thereof, transferred to (he public service of the Commonwealth, shall have the same rights as if he had been an officer of a department transferred to the Commonwealth and were retained in the service of the Commonwealth. 
When any department of the public service of a State is transferred to the Commonwealth— (i)All property of the State of any kind, used exclusively in connexion with the department, shall become vested in the Commonwealth; but, in the case of the 
departments controlling customs and excise and bounties, for such time only as the Governor-General in Council may declare to be necessary :(ii)The Commonwealth may acquire any property of the State, of any kind used, but not exclusively used in 
connexion with the department; the value thereof shall, if no agreement can be made, be ascertained in, as nearly as may be, the manner in which the value of land, or of an interest in land, taken by the State for public purposes is ascertained under the 
law of the State in force at the establishment of the Commonwealth : (iii)The Commonwealth shall compensate the State for the value of any property passing to the Commonwealth under this section; if no agreement can be made as to the mode of 
compensation, it shall be determined under laws to be made by the Parliament: (iv)The Commonwealth shall, at the date of the transfer, assume the current obligations of the State in respect of the department transferred.On the establishment of the 
Commonwealth, the collection and control of duties of customs and of excise, and the control of the payment of bounties, shall pass to the Executive Government of the Commonwealth. During a period of ten years after the establishment of the 
Commonwealth and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides, of the net revenue of the Commonwealth from duties of customs and of excise not more than one-fourth shall be applied annually by the Commonwealth towards its expenditure. The 
balance shall, in accordance with this Constitution, be paid to the several States, or applied towards the payment of interest on debts of the several States taken over by the Commonwealth.Uniform duties of customs shall be imposed within two years 
after the establishment of the Commonwealth. Until the imposition of uniform duties of customs— (i)The Commonwealth shall credit to each State the revenues collected therein by the Commonwealth.(ii)The Commonwealth shall debit to each State— 
(a)The Expenditure therein of the Commonwealth incurred solely for the maintenance or continuance, as at the time of transfer, of any department transferred from the State to the Commonwealth; (b)The proportion of the State, according to the number 
of its people, in the other expenditure of the Commonwealth. (iii)The Commonwealth shall pay to each State month by month the balance (if any) in favour of the State.On the imposition of uniform duties of customs the power of the Parliament to impose 
duties of customs and of excise, and to grant bounties on the production or export of goods, shall become exclusive. On the imposition of uniform duties of customs all laws of the several States imposing duties of customs or of excise, or offering bounties 
on the production or export of goods, shall cease to have effect, but any grant of or agreement for any such bounty lawfully made by or under the authority of the Government of any State shall be taken to be good if made before the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and not otherwise. Nothing in this Constitution prohibits a State from granting any aid to or bounty on mining for gold, silver, or other metals, nor from granting, with the consent of both Houses of the Parliament 
of the Commonwealth expressed by resolution, any aid to or bounty on the production or export of goods. On the imposition of uniform duties of customs, trade, commerce, and intercourse among the States, whether by means of internal carriage or 
ocean navigation, shall be absolntely free. But notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, goods imported before the imposition of uniform duties of customs into any State, or into any Colony which, whilst the goods remain therein, becomes a State, 
shall, on thence passing into another State within two years after the imposition of such duties, be liable to any duty chargeable on the importation of such goods into the Commonwealth, less any duty paid in respect of the goods on their importation. 
During the first five years after the imposition of uniform duties of customs, and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides— (i)The duties of customs chargeable on goods imported into a State and afterwards passing into another State for 
consumption, and the duties of excise paid on goods produced or manufactured in a State and afterwards passing into another State for consumption, shall be taken to have been collected not in the former but in the latter State : (ii)Subject to the last 
subsection, the Commonwealth shall credit revenue, debit expenditure, and pay balances to the several States as prescribed for the period preceding the imposition of uniform duties of customs.After five years from the imposition of uniform duties of 
customs, the Parliament may provide, on such basis as it deems fair, for the monthly payment to the several States of all surplus revenue of the Commonwealth.  Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the Parliament of the State of Western 
Australia, if that State be an Original Slate, may, during the first five years after the imposition of uniform duties of customs, impose duties of customs on goods passing into that State and not originally imported from beyond the limits of the Commonwealth; 
and such duties shall be collected by the Commonwealth. But any duty so imposed on any goods shall not exceed during the firs t of such years the duty chargeable on the goods under the law of Western Australia in force at the imposition of uniform 
duties, and shall not exceed during the second, third, fourth, and fifth of such years respectively, four-fifths, three-fifths, two-fifths, and one-fifth of such latter duty, and all duties imposed under this section shall cease at the expiration of the fifth year after 
the imposition of uniform duties. If at any time during the five years the duty on any goods under this section is higher than the duty imposed by the Commonwealth on the importation of the like goods, then such higher duty shall be collected on the goods 
when imported into Western Australia from beyond the limits of the Commonwealth. During a period of ten years after the establishment of the Commonwealth and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Parliament may grant financial 
assistance to any State on such terms and conditions as the Parliament thinks fit. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the laws in force in any Colony which has become or becomes a State with respect to the receipt of revenue and the expenditure 
of money on account of the Government of the Colony, and the review and audit of such receipt and expenditure, shall apply to the receipt of revenue and the expenditure of money on account of the Commonwealth in the Slate in the same manner as if 
the Commonwealth, or the Government or an officer of the Commonwealth, were mentioned whenever the Colony, or the Government or an officer of the Colony, is mentioned. The power of the Parliament to make laws with respect to trade and commerce 
extends to navigation and shipping, and to railways the property of any State. The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade, commerce, or revenue, give preference to one State or any part thereof over another State or any part thereof. 
The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or commerce, abridge the right of a State or of the residents therein to the reasonable use of the waters of rivers for conservation or irrigation. There shall be an Inter-State Commission, with 
such powers of adjudication and administration as the Parliament deems necessary for the execution and maintenance, within the Commonwealth, of the provisions of this Constitution relating to trade and commerce, and of all laws made thereunder. 
The Parliament may by any law with respect to trade or commerce forbid, as to railways, any preference or discrimination by any State, or by any authority constituted under a State, if such preference or discrimination is undue and unreasonable, or 
unjust to any State; due regard being had to the financial responsibilities incurred by any State in connexion with the construction and maintenance of its railways. But no preference or discrimination shall, within the meaning of this section, be taken to be 
undue and unreasonable, or unjust to any State, unless so adjudged by the Inter-State Commission. The members of the Inter-State Commission— (i)shall be appointed by the Governor-General in Council :(ii)shall hold office for seven years, but may be 
removed within that time by the Governor-General in Council, on an address from both Houses of the Parliament in the same session praying for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity :(iii)shall receive such remuneration as 
the Parliament may fix ; but such remuneration shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. Nothing in this Constitution shall render unlawful any rate for the carriage of goods upon a railway, the property of a State, if the rate is deemed by 
the Inter-State Commission to be necessary for the development of the territory of the State, and if the rate applies equally to goods within the State and to goods passing into the State from other States. The Parliament may take over from the States 
their public debts as existing at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or a proportion thereof according to the respective numbers of their people as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, and may convert, renew, or consolidate such 
debts, or any part thereof; and the States shall indemnify the Commonwealth in respect of the debts taken over, and thereafter the interest payable in respect of the debts shall be deducted and retained from the portions of the surplus revenue of the 
Commonwealth payable to the several States, or if such surplus is insufficient, or if there is no surplus, then the deficiency or the whole amount shall be paid by the several States. The Constitution of each State of the Commonwealth shall, subject to this 
Constitution, continue as at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or as at the admission or establishment of the State, as the case may be, until altered in accordance with the Constitution of the State. Every power of the Parliament of a Colony which 
has become or becomes a State, shall, unless it is by this Constitution exclusively vested in the Parliament of the Commonwealth or withdrawn from the Parliament of the State, continue as at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or as at the admission 
or establishment of the State, as the case may be. 108. Saving of State laws. Every law in force in a Colony which has become or becomes a State, and relating to any matter within the powers of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, shall, subject to 
this Constitution, continue in force in the State ; and, until provision is made in that behalf by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, the Parliament of the State shall have such powers of alteration and of repeal in respect of any such law as the Parliament 
of the Colony had until the Colony became a State. When a law of a State is inconsistent with a law of the Commonwealth, the latter shall prevail, and the former shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be invalid. The provisions of this Constitution relating 
to the Governor of a State extend and apply to the Governor for the time being of the State, or other chief executive officer or administrator of the government of the State. The Parliament of a State may surrender any part of the State to the Commonwealth; 
and upon such surrender, and the acceptance thereof by the Commonwealth, such part of the State shall become subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. After uniform duties of customs have been imposed, a State may levy on imports 
or exports, or on goods passing into or out of the State, such charges as may be necessary for executing the inspection laws of the State; but the net produce of all charges so levied shall be for the use of the Commonwealth; and any such inspection 
laws may be annulled by the Parliament of the Commonwealth. All fermented, distilled, or other intoxicating liquids passing into any State or remaining therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage, shall be subject to the laws of the State as if such liquids 
had been produced in the State. A State shall not, without the consent of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, raise or maintain any naval or military force, or impose any tax on property of any kind belonging to the Commonwealth, nor shall the 
Commonwealth impose any tax on property of any kind belonging to a State. A State shall not coin money, nor make anything but gold and silver coin a legal tender in payment of debts. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any 
religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth. A subject of the Queen, resident in any 
State, shall not be subject in any other State to any disability or discrimination which would not be equally applicable to him if he were a subject of the Queen resident in such other State. Full faith and credit shall be given, throughout the Commonwealth, 
to the laws, the public Acts and records, and the judicial proceedings of every State. The Commonwealth shall protect every State against invasion and, on the application of the Executive Government of the State, against domestic violence. Every State 
shall make provision for the detention in its prisons of persons accused or convicted of offences against the laws of the Commonwealth, and for the punishment of persons convicted of such offences, and the Parliament of the Commonwealth may make 
laws to give effect to this provision. The Parliament may admit to the Commonwealth or establish new States, and may upon such admission or establishment make or impose such terms and conditions, including the extent of representation in either 
House of the Parliament, as it thinks fit. The Parliament may make laws for the government of any territory surrendered by any State to and accepted by the Commonwealth, or of any territory placed by the Queen under the authority of and accepted by 
the Commonwealth, or otherwise acquired by the Commonwealth, and may allow the representation of such territory in either House of the Parliament to the extent and on the terms which it thinks fit. The Parliament of the Commonwealth may, with the 
consent of the Parliament of a State, and the approval of the majority of the electors of the State voting upon the question, increase, diminish, or otherwise alter the limits of the State, upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed on, and may, with 
the like consent, make provision respecting the effect and operation of any increase or diminution or alteration of territory in relation to any State affected. A new State may be formed by separation of territory from a State, but only with the consent of the 
Parliament thereof, and a new State may be formed by the union of two or more States or parts of States, but only with the consent of the Parliaments of the States affected. The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be determined by the 
Parliament, and shall be within territory which shall have been granted to or acquired by the Commonwealth, and shall be vested in and belong to the Commonwealth, and shall be in the State of New South Wales, and be distant not less than one hundred 
miles from Sydney. Such territory shall contain an area of not less than one hundred square miles, and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown lands shall be granted to the Commonwealth without any payment therefor. The Parliament shall sit at 
Melbourne until it meet at the seat of Government. The Queen may authorise the Governor-General to appoint any person, or any persons jointly or severally, to be his deputy or deputies within any part of the Commonwealth, and in that capacity to 
exercise during the pleasure of the Governor-General such powers and functions of the Governor-General as he thinks fit to assign to such deputy or deputies, subject to any limitations expressed or directions given by the Queen; but the appointment of 
such deputy or deputies shall not affect the exercise by the Governor-General himself of any power or function. In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not 
be counted. This Constitution shall not be altered except in the following manner:— The proposed law for the alteration thereof must be passed by an absolute majority of each House of the Parliament, and not less than two nor more than six months 
after its passage through both Houses the proposed law shall be submitted in each State to the electors qualified to vote for the election of members of the House of Representatives. But if either House passes any such proposed law by an absolute 
majority, and the other House rejects or fails to pass it or passes it with any amendment to which the first-mentioned House will not agree, and if after an interval of three months the first-mentioned House in the same or the next session again passes the 
proposed law by an absolute majority with or without any amendment which has been made or agreed to by the other House, and such other House rejects or fails to pass it or passes it with any amendment to which the first-mentioned House will not 
agree, the Governor-General may submit the proposed law as last proposed by the first-mentioned House, and either with or without any amendments subsequently agreed to by both Houses, to the electors in each State qualified to vote for the election 
of the House of Representatives. When a proposed law is submitted to the electors the vote shall be taken in such manner as the Parliament prescribes. But until the qualification of electors of members of the House of Representatives becomes uniform 
throughout the Commonwealth, only one-half the electors voting for and against the proposed law shall be counted in any State in which adult suffrage prevails. And if in a majority of the States a majority of the electors voting approve the proposed law, 
and if a majority of all the electors voting also approve the proposed law, it shall be presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent. No alteration diminishing the proportionate representation of any State in either House of the Parliament, or 
the minimum number of representatives of a State in the House of Representatives, or increasing, diminishing, or otherwise altering the limits of the State, or in any manner affecting the provisions of the Constitution in relation thereto, shall become law 
unless the majority of the electors voting in that State approve the proposed law.  
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Botswana is a sovereign Republic. The Public Seal of the Republic shall be such device as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament. Whereas every person in Botswana is entitled to the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual, that is to say, the right, 
whatever his race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public interest to each and all of the following, namely— (a) life, liberty, security of the person and the protection of the law; (b) freedom 
of conscience, of expression and of assembly and association; and (c) protection for the privacy of his home and other property and from deprivation of property without compensation, the provisions of this Chapter shall have effect for the purpose of affording protection to those 
rights and freedoms subject to such limitations of that protection as are contained in those provisions, being limitations designed to ensure that the enjoyment of the said rights and freedoms by any individual does not prejudice the rights and freedoms of others or the public 
interest. (1) No person shall be deprived of his life intentionally save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of an offence under the law in force in Botswana of which he has been convicted. (2) A person shall not be regarded as having been deprived of his life in 
contravention of subsection (1) of this section if he dies as the result of the use, to such extent and in such circumstances as are permitted by law, of such force as is reasonably justifiable— (a) for the defence of any person from violence or for the defence of property; (b) in order 
to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a person lawfully detained; (c) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurrection or mutiny; or (d) in order to prevent the commission by that person of a criminal offence, or if he dies as the result of a lawful act of war. (1) No 
person shall be deprived of his personal liberty save as may be authorized by law in any of the following cases, that is to say— (a) in execution of the sentence or order of a court, whether established for Botswana or some other country, in respect of a criminal offence of which 
he has been convicted; (b) in execution of the order of a court of record punishing him for contempt of that or another court; (c) in execution of the order of a court made to secure the fulfilment of any obligation imposed on him by law; (d) for the purpose of bringing him before a 
court in execution of the order of a court; (e) upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed, or being about to commit, a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana; (f) under the order of a court or with the consent of his parent or guardian, for his education or welfare 
during any period ending not later than the date when he attains the age of 18 years; (g) for the purpose of preventing the spread of an infectious or contagious disease; (h) in the case of a person who is, or is reasonably suspected to be, of unsound mind, addicted to drugs or 
alcohol, or a vagrant, for the purpose of his care or treatment or the protection of the community; (i) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful entry of that person into Botswana, or for the purpose of effecting the expulsion, extradition or other lawful removal of that person from 
Botswana, or for the purpose of restricting that person while he is being conveyed through Botswana in the course of his extradition or removal as a convicted prisoner from one country to another; (j) to such extent as may be necessary in the execution of a lawful order requiring 
that person to remain within a specified area within Botswana or prohibiting him from being within such an area, or to such extent as may be reasonably justifiable for the taking of proceedings against that person relating to the making of any such order, or to such extent as may 
be reasonably justifiable for restraining that person during any visit that he is permitted to make to any part of Botswana in which, in consequence of any such order, his presence would otherwise be unlawful; or (k) for the purpose of ensuring the safety of aircraft in flight. (2) Any 
person who is arrested or detained shall be informed as soon as reasonably practicable, in a language that he understands, of the reasons for his arrest or detention. (3) Any person who is arrested or detained— (a) for the purpose of bringing him before a court in execution of 
the order of a court; or(b) upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed, or being about to commit, a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana, and who is not released, shall be brought as soon as is reasonably practicable before a court; and if any person arrested 
or detained as mentioned in paragraph (b) of this subsection is not tried within a reasonable time, then, without prejudice to any further proceedings that may be brought against him, he shall be released either unconditionally or upon reasonable conditions, including in particular 
such conditions as are reasonably necessary to ensure that he appears at a later date for trial or for proceedings preliminary to trial. (4) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained by any other person shall be entitled to compensation therefor from that other person. (1) 
No person shall be held in slavery or servitude. (2) No person shall be required to perform forced labour. (3) For the purposes of this section, the expression "forced labour" does not include— (a) any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court;(b) labour 
required of any person while he is lawfully detained that, though not required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court, is reasonably necessary in the interests of hygiene or for the maintenance of the place at which he is detained; (c) any labour required of a member 
of a disciplined force in pursuance of his duties as such or, in the case of a person who has conscientious objections to service as a member of a naval, military or air force, any labour that that person is required by law to perform in place of such service; (d) any labour required 
during any period of public emergency or in the event of any other emergency or calamity that threatens the life and well-being of the community, to the extent that the requiring of such labour is reasonably justifiable in the circumstances of any situation arising or existing during 
that period or as a result of that other emergency or calamity, for the purpose of dealing with that situation; or (e) any labour reasonably required as part of reasonable and normal communal or other civic obligations. (1) No person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or 
degrading punishment or other treatment. (2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes the infliction of any description of punishment that was 
lawful in the country immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution. (1) No property of any description shall be compulsorily taken possession of, and no interest in or right over property of any description shall be compulsorily acquired, except where the following 
conditions are satisfied, that is to say— (a) the taking of possession or acquisition is necessary or expedient— (i) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, public health, town and country planning or land settlement; (ii) in order to secure the development 
or utilization of that, or other, property for a purpose beneficial to the community; or (iii) in order to secure the development or utilization of the mineral resources of Botswana; and (b) provision is made by a law applicable to that taking of possession or acquisition— (i) for the 
prompt payment of adequate compensation; and (ii) securing to any person having an interest in or right over the property a right of access to the High Court, either direct or on appeal from any other authority, for the determination of his interest or right, the legality of the taking 
of possession or acquisition of the property, interest or right, and the amount of any compensation to which he is entitled, and for the purpose of obtaining prompt payment of that compensation. (2) No person who is entitled to compensation under this section shall be prevented 
from remitting, within a reasonable time after he has received any amount of that compensation, the whole of that amount (free from any deduction, charge or tax made or levied in respect of its remission) to any country of his choice outside Botswana. (3) Subsection (1)(b)(i) of 
this section shall be deemed to be satisfied in relation to any 30 of 1969 Law applicable to the taking of possession of minerals or the acquisition of rights to minerals if that law makes provision for the payment at reasonable intervals of adequate royalties. (4) Nothing contained 
in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (2) of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes— (a) the attachment, by order of a court, of any amount of compensation to which a person is entitled 
in satisfaction of the judgment of a court or pending the determination of civil proceedings to which he is a party; or (b) the imposition of reasonable restrictions on the manner in which any amount of compensation is to be remitted. (5) Nothing contained in or done under the 
authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (1) of this section— (a) to the extent that the law in question makes provision for the taking of possession or acquisition of any property— (i) in satisfaction of any tax, rate or due; (ii) by way 
of penalty for breach of the law whether under civil process or after conviction of a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana; (iii) as an incident of a lease, tenancy, mortgage, charge, bill of sale, pledge or contract; (iv) in the execution of judgments or orders of a court 
in proceedings for the determination of civil rights or obligations; (v) in circumstances where it is reasonably necessary to do so because the property is in a dangerous state or injurious to the health of human beings, animals or plants; (vi) in consequence of any law with respect 
to the limitation of actions; or (vii) for so long only as may be necessary for the purposes of any examination, investigation, trial or inquiry or, in the case of land, for the purposes of the carrying out thereon of work of soil conservation or the conservation of other natural resources 
or work relating to agricultural development or improvement (being work relating to such development or improvement that the owner or occupier of the land has been required, and has without reasonable excuse refused or failed, to carry out), and except so far as that provision 
or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society; or (b) to the extent that the law in question makes provision for the taking of possession or acquisition of— (i) enemy property; (ii) property of a 
deceased person, a person of unsound mind, a person who has not attained the age of 21 years, a prodigal, or a person who is absent from Botswana, for the purpose of its administration for the benefit of the persons entitled to the beneficial interest therein; (iii) property of a 
person declared to be insolvent or a body corporate in liquidation, for the purpose of its administration for the benefit of the creditors of the insolvent or body corporate and, subject thereto, for the benefit of other persons entitled to the beneficial interest in the property; or (iv) 
property subject to a trust, for the purpose of vesting the property in persons appointed as trustees under the instrument creating the trust or by a court, or by order of a court, for the purpose of giving effect to the trust. (6) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any 
law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (1) of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision for the compulsory taking of possession in the public interest of any property, or the compulsory acquisition in the public interest in or 
right over property, where that property, interest or right is held by a body corporate established by law for public purposes in which no moneys have been invested other than moneys provided by Parliament. (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be subjected to the 
search of his person or his property or the entry by others on his premises. (2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision— (a) that is 
reasonably required in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, public health, town and country planning, the development and utilization of mineral resources, for the purpose of any census or in order to secure the development or utilization of any 
property for a purpose beneficial to the community; (b) that is reasonably required for the purpose of protecting the rights or freedoms of other persons; (c) that authorizes an officer or agent of the Government of Botswana, a local government authority or a body corporate 
established by law for a public purpose to enter on the premises of any person in order to inspect those premises or anything thereon for the purpose of any tax, rate or duty or in order to carry out work connected with any property that is lawfully on those premises and that 
belongs to that Government, authority or body corporate, as the case may be; or (d) that authorizes, for the purpose of enforcing the judgment or order of a court in any civil proceedings, the search of any person or property by order of a court or entry upon any premises by such 
order, and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, anything done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society. (1) If any person is charged with a criminal offence, then, unless the charge is withdrawn, the case shall 
be afforded a fair hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial court established or recognized by law. (2) Every person who is charged with a criminal offence— (a) shall be presumed to be innocent until he is proved or has pleaded guilty; (b) shall be informed 
as soon as reasonably practicable, in a language that he understands and in detail, of the nature of the offence charged; (c) shall be given adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence; (d) shall be permitted to defend himself before the court in person or, at his 
own expense, by a legal representative of his own choice;(e) shall be afforded facilities to examine in person or by his legal representative the witnesses called by the prosecution before the court, and to obtain the attendance and carry out the examination of witnesses to testify 
on his behalf before the court on the same conditions as those applying to witnesses called by the prosecution; and (f) shall be permitted to have without payment the assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand the language used at the trial of the charge, and except with 
his own consent the trial shall not take place in his absence unless he so conducts himself as to render the continuance of the proceedings in his presence impracticable and the court has ordered him to be removed and the trial to proceed in his absence. (3) When a person is 
tried for any criminal offence, the accused person or any person authorized by him in that behalf shall, if he so requires and subject to payment of such reasonable fee as may be prescribed by law, be given within a reasonable time after judgment a copy for the use of the accused 
person of any record of the proceedings made by or on behalf of the court. (4) No person shall be held to be guilty of a criminal offence on account of any act or omission that did not, at the time it took place, constitute such an offence, and no penalty shall be imposed for any 
criminal offence that is severer in degree or description than the maximum penalty that might have been imposed for that offence at the time when it was committed. (5) No person who shows that he has been tried by a competent court for a criminal offence and either convicted 
or acquitted shall again be tried for that offence or for any other criminal offence of which he could have been convicted at the trial for that offence, save upon the order of a superior court in the course of appeal or review proceedings relating to the conviction or acquittal.(6) No 
person shall be tried for a criminal offence if he shows that he has been pardoned for that offence. (7) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall be compelled to give evidence at the trial. (8) No person shall be convicted of a criminal offence unless that offence is defined 
and the penalty therefor is prescribed in a written law: Provided that nothing in this subsection shall prevent a court of record from punishing any person for contempt of itself notwithstanding that the act or omission constituting the contempt is not defined in a written law and the 
penalty therefor is not so prescribed. (9) Any court or other adjudicating authority prescribed by law for the determination of the existence or extent of any civil right or obligation shall be established or recognized by law and shall be independent and impartial; and where 
proceedings for such a determination are instituted by any person before such a court or other adjudicating authority, the case shall be given a fair hearing within a reasonable time. (10) Except with the agreement of all the parties thereto, all proceedings of every court and 
proceedings for the determination of the existence or extent of any civil right or obligation before any other adjudicating authority, including the announcement of the decision of the court or other authority, shall be held in public. (11) Nothing in subsection (10) shall prevent the 
court or other adjudicating authority from excluding from the proceedings persons other than the parties thereto and their legal representatives to such extent as the court or other authority— (a) may consider necessary or expedient in circumstances where publicity would prejudice 
the interests of justice or in interlocutory proceedings; or (b) may be empowered by law to do so in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, the welfare of persons under the age of 18 years or the protection of the private lives of persons concerned in 
the proceedings. (12) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of— (a) subsection (2)(a) of this section to the extent that the law in question imposes upon any person charged with a criminal offence the 
burden of proving particular facts; (b) subsection (2)(d) or (2)(e) of this section to the extent that the law in question prohibits legal representation before a subordinate court in proceedings for an offence under customary law (being proceedings against any person who, under 
that law, is subject to that law); (c) subsection (2)(c) of this section to the extent that the law in question imposes reasonable conditions that must be satisfied if witnesses called to testify on behalf of an accused person are to be paid their expenses out of public funds; (d) 
subsection (5) of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes a court to try a member of a disciplined force for a criminal offence notwithstanding any trial and conviction or acquittal of that member under the disciplinary law of that force, so, however, that any court 
so trying such a member and convicting him shall in sentencing him to any punishment take into account any punishment awarded him under that disciplinary law; (e) subsection (8) of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes a court to convict a person of a 
criminal offence under any customary law to which, by virtue of that law, such person is subject.(13) In the case of any person who is held in lawful detention, the provisions of subsection (1), subsection (2)(d) and (e) and subsection (3) of this section shall not apply in relation to 
his trial for a criminal offence under the law regulating the discipline of persons held in such detention. (14) In this section "criminal offence" means a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana.  (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment 
of his freedom of conscience, and for the purposes of this section the said freedom includes freedom of thought and of religion, freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others, and both in public and in private, to manifest and 
propagate his religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance. (2) Every religious community shall be entitled, at its own expense, to establish and maintain places of education and to manage any place of education which it wholly maintains; and no such community 
shall be prevented from providing religious instruction for persons of that community in the course of any education provided at any place of education which it wholly maintains or in the course of any education which it otherwise provides. (3) Except with his own consent (or, if 
he is a minor, the consent of his guardian) no person attending any place of education shall be required to receive religious instruction or to take part in or attend any religious ceremony or observance if that instruction, ceremony or observance relates to a religion other than his 
own. (4) No person shall be compelled to take any oath which is contrary to his religion or belief or to take any oath in a manner which is contrary to his religion or belief. (5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in 
contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision which is reasonably required— (a) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health; or (b) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedoms of other persons, 
including the right to observe and practise any religion without the unsolicited intervention of members of any other religion, and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a 
democratic society.  (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of expression, that is to say, freedom to hold opinions without interference, freedom to receive ideas and information without interference, freedom to communicate 
ideas and information without interference (whether the communication be to the public generally or to any person or class of persons) and freedom from interference with his correspondence. (2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be 
inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision— (a) that is reasonably required in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health; or (b) that is reasonably required for the purpose of 
protecting the reputations, rights and freedoms of other persons or the private lives of persons concerned in legal proceedings, preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, maintaining the authority and independence of the courts, regulating educational 
institutions in the interests of persons receiving instruction therein, or regulating the technical administration or the technical operation of telephony, telegraphy, posts, wireless, broadcasting or television; or (c) that imposes restrictions upon public officers, employees of local 
government bodies, or teachers, and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society.  (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment 
of his freedom of assembly and association, that is to say, his right to assemble freely and associate with other persons and in particular to form or belong to trade unions or other associations for the protection of his interests. (2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority 
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision— (a) that is reasonably required in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health; (b) that is reasonably 
required for the purpose of protecting the rights or freedoms of other persons; (c) that imposes restrictions upon public officers, employees of local government bodies, or teachers; or (d) for the registration of trade unions and associations of trade unions in a register established 
by or under any law, and for imposing reasonable conditions relating to the requirements for entry on such a register (including conditions as to the minimum number of persons necessary to constitute a trade union qualified for registration, or of members necessary to constitute 
an association of trade unions qualified for registration) and conditions whereby registration may be refused on the grounds that any other trade union already registered, or association of trade unions already registered, as the case may be, is sufficiently representative of the 
whole or of a substantial proportion of the interests in respect of which registration of a trade union or association of trade unions is sought, and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably 
justifiable in a democratic society. (1) No person shall be deprived of his freedom of movement, and for the purposes of this section the said freedom means the right to move freely throughout Botswana, the right to reside in any part of Botswana, the right to enter Botswana and 
immunity from expulsion from Botswana. (2) Any restriction on a person's freedom of movement that is involved in his lawful detention shall not be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section. (3) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall 
be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision— (a) for the imposition of restrictions that are reasonably required in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health or the 
imposition of restrictions on the acquisition or use by any person of land or other property in Botswana and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof, is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society; (b) for 
the imposition of restrictions on the freedom of movement of any person who is not a citizen of Botswana; (c) for the imposition of restrictions on the entry into or residence within defined areas of Botswana of persons who are not Bushmen to the extent that such restrictions are 
reasonably required for the protection or well-being of Bushmen; (d) for the imposition of restrictions upon the movement or residence within Botswana of public officers; or (e) for the removal of a person from Botswana to be tried outside Botswana for a criminal offence or to 
undergo imprisonment in some other country in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana of which he has been convicted. (4) If any person whose freedom of movement has been restricted by order under such a 
provision as is referred to in subsection (3)(a) of this section (other than a restriction which is applicable to persons generally or to general classes of persons) so requests at any time during the period of that restriction not earlier than six months after the order was made or six 
months after he last made such request, as the case may be, his case shall be reviewed by an independent and impartial tribunal presided over by a person, qualified to be enrolled as an advocate in Botswana, appointed by the Chief Justice.(5) On any review by a tribunal in 
pursuance of this section of the case of a person whose freedom of movement has been restricted, the tribunal may make recommendations, concerning the necessity or expediency of continuing the restriction to the authority by which it was ordered but, unless it is otherwise 
provided by law, that authority shall not be obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendations. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (4), (5) and (7) of this section, no law shall make any provision that is discriminatory either of itself or in its effect. (2) Subject to 
the provisions of subsections (6), (7) and (8) of this section, no person shall be treated in a discriminatory manner by any person acting by virtue of any written law or in the performance of the functions of any public office or any public authority. (3) In this section, the expression 
"discriminatory" means affording different treatment to different persons, attributable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by race, tribe, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restrictions 
to which persons of another such description are not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not accorded to persons of another such description. (4) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to any law so far as that law makes provision— (a) for the 
appropriation of public revenues or other public funds; (b) with respect to persons who are not citizens of Botswana; (c) with respect to adoption, marriage, divorce, burial, devolution of property on death or other matters of personal law; (d) for the application in the case of 
members of a particular race, community or tribe of customary law with respect to any matter whether to the exclusion of any law in respect to that matter which is applicable in the case of other persons or not; or (e) whereby persons of any such description as is mentioned in 
subsection (3) of this section may be subjected to any disability or restriction or may be accorded any privilege or advantage which, having regard to its nature and to special circumstances pertaining to those persons or to persons of any other such description, is reasonably 
justifiable in a democratic society. (5) Nothing contained in any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (1) of this section to the extent that it makes reasonable provision with respect to qualifications for service as a public officer or as a member 
of a disciplined force or for the service of a local government authority or a body corporate established directly by any law. (6) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to anything which is expressly or by necessary implication authorized to be done by any such provision of 
law as is referred to in subsection (4) or (5) of this section. (7) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision whereby persons of any such 
description as is mentioned in subsection (3) of this section may be subjected to any restriction on the rights and freedoms guaranteed by sections 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of this Constitution, being such a restriction as is authorized by section 9(2), 11(5), 12(2) 13(2), or 14(3), as 
the case may be.(8) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section shall affect any discretion relating to the institution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or criminal proceedings in any court that is vested in any person by or under this Constitution or any other law. (9) Nothing contained 
in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with the provisions of this section— (a) if that law was in force immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution and has continued in force at all times since the coming into operation of this 
Constitution; or (b) to the extent that the law repeals and re-enacts any provision which has been contained in any written law at all times since immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution. (1) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall 
be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of section 5 or 15 of this Constitution to the extent that the law authorizes the taking during any period when Botswana is at war or any period when a declaration under section 17 of this Constitution is in force, of measures that 
are reasonably justifiable for the purpose of dealing with the situation that exists during that period. (2) Where a person is detained by virtue of such an authorization as is referred to in subsection (1) of this section the following provisions shall apply— (a) he shall, as soon as 
reasonably practicable and in any case not more than five days after the commencement of his detention, be furnished with a statement in writing in a language that he understands specifying in detail the grounds upon which he is detained; (b) not more than 14 days after the 
commencement of his detention, a notification shall be published in the Gazette stating that he has been detained and giving particulars of the provision of law under which his detention is authorized; (c) not more than one month after the commencement of his detention and 
thereafter during his detention at intervals of not more than six months, his case shall be reviewed by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law and presided over by a person, qualified to be enrolled as an advocate in Botswana, appointed by the Chief Justice; 
and (d) he shall be afforded reasonable facilities to consult and instruct, at his own expense, a legal representative and he and any such legal representative shall be permitted to make written or oral representations or both to the tribunal appointed for the review of his case. (3) 
On any review by a tribunal in pursuance of this section of the case of a detained person, the tribunal may make recommendations, concerning the necessity or expediency of continuing his detention, to the authority by which it was ordered but, unless it is otherwise provided by 
law, that authority shall not be obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendations. (1) The President may at any time, by Proclamation published in the Gazette, declare that a state of public emergency exists. (2) A declaration under subsection (1) of this section, if not 
sooner revoked, shall cease to have effect— (a) in the case of a declaration made when Parliament is sitting or has been summoned to meet within seven days, at the expiration of a period of seven days beginning with the date of publication of the declaration; or (b) in any other 
case, at the expiration of a period of 21 days beginning with the date of publication of the declaration, unless before the expiration of that period, it is approved by a resolution passed by the National Assembly, supported by the votes of a majority of all the voting members of the 
Assembly. (3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section, a declaration approved by a resolution of the National Assembly under subsection (2) of this section shall continue in force until the expiration of a period of six months beginning with the date of its being so 
approved or until such earlier date as may be specified in the resolution: Provided that the National Assembly may, by resolution, supported by the votes of a majority of all the voting members of the Assembly, extend its approval of the declaration for periods of not more than six 
months at a time. (4) The National Assembly may by resolution at any time revoke a declaration approved by the Assembly under this section. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (5) of this section, if any person alleges that any of the provisions of sections 3 to 16 (inclusive) 
of this Constitution has been, is being or is likely to be contravened in relation to him, then, without prejudice to any other action with respect to the same matter which is lawfully available, that person may apply to the High Court for redress. (2) The High Court shall have original 
jurisdiction— (a) to hear and determine any application made by any person in pursuance of subsection (1) of this section; or (b) to determine any question arising in the case of any person which is referred to it in pursuance of subsection (3) of this section, and may make such 
orders, issue such writs and give such direction as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing or securing the enforcement of any of the provisions of sections 3 to 16 (inclusive) of this Constitution. (3) If in any proceedings in any subordinate court any question arises 
as to the contravention of any of the provisions of sections 3 to 16 (inclusive) of this Constitution, the person presiding in that court may, and shall if any party to the proceedings so requests, refer the question to the High Court unless, in his opinion, the raising of the question is 
merely frivolous or vexatious. (4) Parliament may confer upon the High Court such powers in addition to those conferred by this section as may appear to be necessary or desirable for the purpose of enabling that court more effectively to exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon 
it by this section. (5) Rules of court making provision with respect to the practice and procedure of the High Court for the purposes of this section may be made by the person or authority for the time being having power to make rules of court with respect to the practice and 
procedure of that court generally.(1) In this Chapter, unless the context otherwise requires— "court" means any court of law having jurisdiction in Botswana other than a court established by a disciplinary law, and in sections 4 and 6 of this Constitution a court established by a 
disciplinary law; "disciplinary law" means a law regulating the discipline of any disciplined force;"disciplined force" means— (a) a naval, military or air force; (b) a police force; or (c) a prison service; "legal representative" means a person entitled to practise in Botswana as an 
advocate or attorney; "member", in relation to a disciplined force, includes any person who, under the law regulating the discipline of that force, is subject to that discipline. (2) In relation to any person who is a member of a disciplined force raised under an Act of Parliament, 
nothing contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of any of the provisions of this Chapter other than sections 4, 6 and 7. (3) In relation to any person who is a member of a disciplined force 
raised otherwise than as aforesaid and lawfully present in Botswana, nothing contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of any of the provisions of this Chapter. There shall be a President of 
the Republic of Botswana who shall be the Head of State. (1) The first President shall be the person who immediately before 30th September, 1966 holds the office of Prime Minister under the Constitution. (2) The first President shall be deemed to have assumed office at the 
coming into operation of this Constitution. (1) Whenever Parliament is dissolved an election shall be held to the office of President in such manner as is prescribed by this section and, subject thereto, by or under an Act of Parliament.(2) Nominations in the election of a President 
shall be delivered to the returning officer on such day and at such time as may be prescribed by or under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; the nomination of a candidate in an election of a President shall not be valid unless it is supported, in such manner as may 

be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament, by not less than 1000 persons registered as voters for the purpose of elections to the Assembly. (3) The following provisions shall then apply—(a) a person nominated as a Parliamentary candidate may, at the time of his nomination 
and subject to the provisions of paragraph (b), declare in such manner as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament which of the candidates in the election of President he supports, but the nomination of a Parliamentary candidate shall be valid notwithstanding that the 
nomination paper does not contain such a declaration; (b) such a declaration shall not be made in relation to any Presidential candidate unless that candidate has signified, in such manner as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament, his consent to the making of a 
declaration in his favour by that Parliamentary candidate; (c) where the Parliamentary election is contested in any constituency a poll shall be taken in that constituency at which the votes shall be given by ballot, and for the purposes of that poll any Parliamentary candidate who 
declared support in accordance with paragraph (a) for a particular Presidential candidate shall use the same voting colour and symbol, if any, as may have been allocated under any law for the time being in force in Botswana to that Presidential candidate for the purposes of the 
Presidential election; (d) the returning officer shall declare to be elected as President any candidate for whom support has been declared in accordance with paragraph (a) above by not less than such number of persons elected as Members of the National Assembly in the 
Parliamentary election as corresponds to more than half the total number of seats for Elected Members in the Assembly, and if there is no such person the returning officer shall declare that no candidate has been elected. (4) Parliament may make provision whereby the time for 
nominating Presidential candidates may be extended in the event of there being no qualified candidate nominated at the expiration of the time for the delivery of such nominations. (5) Where, at the expiration of the time for the delivery of nominations in the election of a President, 
more than one qualified candidate is validly nominated and any of those candidates dies before the commencement of the poll in the Parliamentary election, the poll in the Parliamentary election shall be countermanded, fresh nominations of Parliamentary candidates shall take 
place in every constituency and a fresh election of a President shall be held in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section.(6) Where— (a) any candidate in an election of a President dies during the period commencing with the taking of the poll in the Parliamentary 
election and ending when the result of the election has been ascertained and that candidate would, but for his death, have been entitled to have been declared elected as President under subsection (3) of this section; or (b) the returning officer declares in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (3)(d) of this section that no candidate has been elected, the new National Assembly shall meet on such day (not being more than 14 days after the result of the election is ascertained or, as the case may be, the declaration that no candidate has been 
elected) as the Speaker shall appoint, and shall elect a person to the office of President in such manner as is prescribed by section 35(5) of this Constitution and subject thereto by or under an Act of Parliament. Such an election shall take place before the election of the Specially 
Elected Members of the National Assembly. (7) A person elected to the office of President under this section shall assume that office on the day upon which he is declared elected. (8) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 92 of this Constitution, an Elected Member of the 
National Assembly may, in the event of there being one or more successful election petitions following a general election, move, at the first sitting of the Assembly after the resultant by-elections have been decided and the Members thereby elected have taken their seats, that 
the President does not enjoy the support of the majority of the Elected Members of the Assembly; and in the voting on that question the Specially Elected Members of the Assembly shall have no vote. If it appears as a result of the voting on that question that the President does 
not enjoy the support of a majority of the elected Members of the Assembly, the office of President shall become vacant. (9) Any Elected Member of the Assembly may give notice to the President that he intends to move in the Assembly a motion under subsection (8) and 
notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution the President shall not after receipt of any such notice be empowered to dissolve Parliament before the conclusion of the sitting of the Assembly mentioned in the said subsection (8). (10) If the office of President becomes 
vacant in accordance with subsection (8) of this section the seats of the Specially Elected Members of the Assembly shall also become vacant, and the election of a person to the office of President shall take place before the election of the Specially Elected Members. (11) In this 
section— "Parliamentary candidate" means a candidate in the Parliamentary election; "the Parliamentary election" means the general election to elect those Members of the National Assembly who are referred to in section 58(2)(a) of this Constitution following any dissolution 
of Parliament; "Presidential candidate" means a candidate for the office of President; "the returning officer" means the returning officer specified in section 38 of this Constitution.(1) A person shall be qualified for election as President if, and shall not be qualified unless, he— 
(a) is a citizen of Botswana by birth or descent; (b) has attained the age of 30 years; and (c) is qualified to be elected as a Member of the National Assembly. (2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, for the purposes of this section and section 39— (a) the term "citizen 
by birth" shall be understood to include only those persons who became citizens of Botswana prior to the amendment of the law relating to citizenship by the Cap. 01:01 Citizenship Act; (b) any person who, although his father was a citizen of Botswana at the time of that person's 
birth, had, by virtue of his having been born outside Botswana, to be registered as a citizen of Botswana, under the law relating to citizenship in force at that time, shall be regarded as a citizen by descent. (1) The President shall, subject to the provisions of this section, hold office 
for an aggregate period not exceeding 10 years beginning from the date of his first assumption of office of President after the commencement of this Act. (2) The President shall cease to hold the office of President if at any time during his tenure of office any circumstances arise 
that would, if he were not a member of the National Assembly, cause him to be disqualified for election thereto. (3) The President shall cease to hold office of President at the expiry of the period prescribed under subsection (1) of this section, or when the person elected at the 
next election of President following a dissolution of Parliament assumes office. (1) Whenever the President dies, resigns or ceases to hold office, the Vice-President shall assume office as President with effect from the date of the death, resignation or ceasing to be President. (2) 
If the office of President—(a) becomes vacant in circumstances in which there is no Vice-President; or (b) is vacant whilst the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or is, by reason of physical or mental infirmity unable to perform the functions of his office, the functions of the 
office of President shall, until such time as a new President assumes office in accordance with this section or section 32 of this Constitution, be performed by such Minister as the Cabinet shall appoint. For the purposes of this subsection, a certificate of the Chief Justice that the 
Vice-President is by reason of physical or mental infirmity unable to discharge the functions of his office, shall, in respect of any period for which it is in force, be conclusive and shall not be questioned in any court. (3) Any person performing the functions of the office of President 
by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall not exercise the power of the President to revoke the appointment of Vice-President or to dissolve Parliament. (4) If the office of President becomes vacant, the National Assembly shall, unless Parliament is dissolved, and 
notwithstanding that it may be prorogued, meet on the seventh day after the office of President becomes vacant, or on such earlier day as may be appointed by the Speaker, and shall elect a person to the office in such manner as is prescribed by the next following subsection 
and, subject thereto, by or under an Act of Parliament. (5) In an election of a President under this section— (a) the Speaker shall preside at the meeting and conduct the election; (b) a person may be a candidate if and shall not be a candidate unless he has been nominated as a 
candidate with his consent prior to the sitting of the National Assembly at which the election takes place, by not less than 10 Members of the National Assembly entitled to vote in that election; (c) at the election every Member of the Assembly except the Speaker and the Attorney-
General shall be entitled to vote; (d) the votes of the Members of the Assembly who are entitled to vote shall be given by ballot in such manner as not to disclose how any particular Member voted, and any person who receives the votes of more than one half of the total number 
of persons entitled to vote shall be declared elected as President; (e) a person elected as President under this section shall assume the office of President on the day upon which he is declared to be elected; (f) not more than three ballots shall be taken unless in the opinion of 
the Speaker the holding of further ballots is likely to result in the election of a President, in which case not more than two further ballots may be taken; (g) only one ballot shall be taken at any sitting of the Assembly, and the Speaker may adjourn the meeting at which a second or 
subsequent ballot is to be taken for such number of days (in addition to the days on which and to which the meeting is adjourned), not being more than two, as he thinks fit; (h) if there is no candidate duly nominated for the first ballot in accordance with paragraph (b) or if after the 
number of ballots permitted under paragraph (f) have been taken no candidate has been declared elected Parliament shall stand dissolved or, in the case of a Presidential election held in accordance with section 32(6) of this Constitution, the foregoing general election shall be 
void.(6) No business other than the election of a President shall be transacted at a meeting of the National Assembly under subsection (4) of this section or under section 32(6) of this Constitution and such a meeting or any sitting thereof shall not be regarded as a meeting or 
sitting of the Assembly for the purposes of any other provision of this Constitution. (7) At any time when the office of Speaker is vacant or the holder of that office is unable by reason of absence or illness to exercise the functions vested in him by this section and section 32(6) of 
this Constitution, those functions may be exercised by the Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly or, if there is no Deputy Speaker or the Deputy Speaker is unable by reason of absence or illness to exercise those functions, by such member of the Assembly (not being the 
President or Vice-President or a Minister or Assistant Minister) as the Assembly may elect for that purpose. (1) Whenever the President is absent from Botswana or considers it desirable to do so by reason of illness or any other cause he may, by directions in writing, authorize— 
(a) the Vice-President; or (b) during any period when there is no Vice-President or the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or is, by reason of physical or mental infirmity, unable to perform the functions of his office, some other Minister, to discharge such of the functions of 
the office of President as he may specify, and the Vice-President or other Minister may discharge those functions until his authority is revoked by the President. (2) If the President is incapable by reason of physical or mental infirmity of discharging the functions of his office and 
the infirmity is of such a nature that the President is unable to authorize another person under this section to perform those functions— (a) the Vice-President; or (b) during any period when there is no Vice-President or the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or the Vice-
President is, by reason of physical or mental infirmity, unable to perform the functions of his office, such Minister as the Cabinet shall appoint, shall perform the functions of the office of President. (3) A person performing the functions of the office of President under this section 
shall not exercise the power of the President to revoke the appointment of the Vice-President or to dissolve Parliament. (4) A person performing the functions of the office of President by virtue of subsection (2) of this section shall cease to perform those functions if he is notified 
by the President that the President is about to resume those functions. (5) For the purposes of this section, a certificate of the Chief Justice that— (a) the President is incapable by reason of physical or mental infirmity of discharging the functions of his office and the infirmity is of 
such a nature that the President is unable to authorize another person under this section to perform the functions of his office; or (b) the Vice-President is by reason of physical or mental infirmity unable to discharge the functions of his office, shall, in respect of any period for 
which it is in force, be conclusive and shall not be questioned in any court: Provided that any such certificate as is referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall cease to have effect if the President notifies any person under subsection (4) of this section that he is about to 
resume the functions of the office of President.A person assuming the office of President shall, before entering upon the duties of that office, take and subscribe such oaths as may be prescribed by Parliament. (1) The Chief Justice shall be the returning officer for the purposes 
of elections to the office of President. (2) Any question which may arise as to whether— (a) any provision of this Constitution or any law relating to the election of a President under section 32 or 35 of this Constitution has been complied with; or (b) any person has been validly 
elected as President under those sections, shall be referred to and determined by the returning officer whose decision shall not be questioned in any court. (1) There shall be a Vice-President who shall be appointed by the President from among the Elected Members of the 
National Assembly who are citizens of Botswana by birth or descent, which appointment shall be endorsed by the said Elected Members. (2) The Vice-President shall continue in office until a person elected at the next election of President under section 32 or 35 of this Constitution 
assumes office: Provided that the office of Vice-President shall become vacant— (i) if the appointment of the holder of the office is revoked by the President; or (ii) if the holder of the office ceases to be a Member of the National Assembly for any other reason than a dissolution 
of Parliament. (3) The Vice-President shall not enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament. (4) If the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or 
is incapable by reason of illness or any other cause of discharging the functions of his office, the President may appoint a person, from among the Members of the Assembly, to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President and any person so appointed may discharge those 
functions accordingly: Provided that a person appointed under this subsection shall cease to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President— (i) if his appointment is revoked by the President; (ii) if he ceases to be a Member of the Assembly otherwise than by reason of a 
dissolution of Parliament; (iii) upon the assumption by any person of the office of President; or (iv) upon the President giving him notice that the Vice-President is about to resume his functions. (5) Where the Vice-President is performing the functions of the office of President in 
accordance with section 35 or 36 of this Constitution he may appoint a person, from among the Members of the Assembly, to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President and any person so appointed may discharge those functions accordingly: Provided that a person 
appointed under this subsection shall cease to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President— (i) if his appointment is revoked by the Vice-President; (ii) if he ceases to be a Member of the Assembly otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament; or (iii) if the Vice-
President ceases to perform the functions of the office of President. (6) In this section references to Members of the Assembly shall, in the event of Parliament being dissolved, be construed as references to those persons who immediately before the dissolution were Members 
of the Assembly.(1) The President shall receive such salary and allowances as may be prescribed by resolution of the National Assembly, which shall be a charge on the general revenues of the Republic. (2) The salary and allowances of the President shall not be altered to his 
disadvantage during his period of office. (3) A person who has held the office of President shall receive such pension or, upon the expiration of his term of office, such gratuity as may be prescribed by resolution of the National Assembly, which shall be a charge on the Consolidated 
Fund. (1) Whilst any person holds or performs the functions of the office of President no criminal proceedings shall be instituted or continued against him in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by him either in his official capacity or in his private capacity and no civil 
proceedings shall be instituted or continued in respect of which relief is claimed against him in respect of anything done or omitted to be done in his private capacity. (2) Where provision is made by law limiting the time within which proceedings of any description may be brought 
against any person, the term of any person in the office of President shall not be taken into account in calculating any period of time prescribed by that law which determines whether any such proceedings as are mentioned in subsection (1) of this section may be brought against 
that person. (1) There shall be such offices of Minister of the Government (not exceeding six or such other number as Parliament may from time to time provide) as may be established by Parliament or, subject to the provisions of any Act of Parliament, by the President. (2) There 
shall be such offices of Assistant Minister (not exceeding three or such number as Parliament may from time to time provide) as may be established by Parliament or, subject to the provisions of any Act of Parliament, by the President.(3) Appointments to the office of Minister or 
Assistant Minister shall be made by the President from among Members of the National Assembly: Provided that— (i) not more than four persons may be appointed as Minister or Assistant Minister from amongst persons who are not Members of the Assembly but are qualified 
for election as such; and (ii) if occasion arises for making an appointment to the office of a Minister or an Assistant Minister while Parliament is dissolved a person who was a Member of the Assembly before the dissolution may be appointed as a Minister or an Assistant Minister. 
The office of any Minister or Assistant Minister shall become vacant— (a) in the case of a Minister or Assistant Minister appointed from among the Members of the National Assembly, or in the case of a Minister or Assistant Minister appointed from among persons who are not 
Members of the Assembly who becomes a Member of the Assembly before the expiration of four months from the date of his appointment— (i) if he ceases to be a Member of the National Assembly otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of the National Assembly; or (ii) if, at 
the first sitting of the Assembly after a general election, he is not a Member of the Assembly; (b) in the case of a Minister or Assistant Minister appointed from among persons who are not Members of the Assembly, if before the expiration of four months from the date of his 
appointment— (i) circumstances arise (other than a dissolution of the Assembly) that, if he were such a Member, would cause him to vacate his seat in the Assembly; or (ii) he does not become a Member of the Assembly; (c) if the holder of the office is removed from office by 
the President; (d) upon the assumption by any person of the office of President.(1) There shall be a Cabinet which shall consist of the President, Vice-President and the Ministers. (2) There shall preside at meetings of the Cabinet— (a) the President; (b) in the absence of the 
President, the Vice-President; or (c) in the absence of the President and the Vice-President, such Minister as the President may designate. (3) The Cabinet may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership.The Vice-President, a Minister or an Assistant Minister shall not 
enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament.(1) There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet whose office shall be a public office. (2) The Secretary 
to the Cabinet shall have charge of the Cabinet Office and shall be responsible, in accordance with such instructions as may be given to him by the President, for arranging the business for, and keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet, for conveying decisions of the Cabinet to the 
appropriate person or authority, and shall have such other functions as the President may from time to time direct. (1) The executive power of Botswana shall vest in the President and, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, shall be exercised by him either directly or through 
officers subordinate to him. (2) In the exercise of any function conferred upon him by this Constitution or any other law the President shall, unless it is otherwise provided, act in his own deliberate judgment and shall not be obliged to follow the advice tendered by any other person 
or authority. (3) Nothing in this section shall prevent Parliament from conferring functions on persons or authorities other than the President.  (1) The supreme command of the armed forces of the Republic shall vest in the President and he shall hold the office of Commander in 
Chief. (2) The powers conferred on the President by subsection (1) of this section shall include— (a) the power to determine the operational use of the armed forces; (b) the power to appoint members of the armed forces, to make appointments on promotion to any office in the 
armed forces and to dismiss any member of the armed forces. (3) The President may, by directions in writing and subject to such conditions as he may think fit, delegate to any member of the armed forces any of the powers mentioned in subsection (2) of this section. (4) 
Parliament may regulate the exercise of the powers conferred by or under this section. The Vice-President shall be the principal assistant of the President in the discharge of his executive functions and shall be responsible, under the directions of the President, for such business 
of the government of Botswana (including the administration of any department of Government) as the President may assign to him. (1) The Cabinet shall be responsible for advising the President with respect to the policy of the Government and with respect to such other matters 
as may be referred to it by the President and shall, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, be responsible to the National Assembly for all things done by or under the authority of the President, Vice-President or any Minister in the execution of his office. (2) The President 
shall, so far as practicable and subject to the provisions of this Constitution, consult the Cabinet on matters of policy and the exercise of his functions. (3) The obligation of the President to consult his Cabinet and for the Cabinet to accept responsibility under this section shall not 
apply to the exercise by the President of his powers in relation to the appointment or removal of the Vice-President, Ministers and Assistant Ministers, the dissolution of Parliament, the Prerogative of Mercy, the assignment of responsibility to the Vice-President or any Minister 
and the specification of the functions of an Assistant Minister. (4) A Minister shall be responsible, under the direction of the President, for such business of the government of Botswana (including the administration of any department of Government) as the President may assign 
to him. (5) An Assistant Minister shall— (a) assist the President or the Vice-President in the discharge of such of the functions of the office of President or Vice-President as the President may specify; or (b) assist such Minister in the discharge of the functions assigned to him 
under subsection (4) of this section as the President may specify. (1) There shall be an Attorney-General whose office shall be a public office. (2) The Attorney-General shall be the principal legal adviser to the Government of Botswana. (3) The Attorney-General shall have power 
in any case in which he considers it desirable to do so— (a) to institute and undertake criminal proceedings against any person before any court (other than a court-martial) in respect of any offence alleged to have been committed by that person; (b) to take over and continue 
any such criminal proceedings that have been instituted or undertaken by any other person or authority; and (c) to discontinue at any stage before judgment is delivered any such criminal proceedings instituted or undertaken by himself or any other person or authority. (4) The 
powers of the Attorney-General under subsection (3) may be exercised by him in person or by officers subordinate to him acting in accordance with his general or special instructions. (5) The powers conferred on the Attorney-General by paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (3) 
shall be vested in him to the exclusion of any other person or authority: Provided that where any other person or authority has instituted criminal proceedings, nothing in this subsection shall prevent the withdrawal of those proceedings by or at the instance of that person or 
authority and with the leave of the court. (6) For the purposes of this section, any appeal from any judgment in any criminal proceedings before any court, or any case stated or question of law reserved for the purpose of any such proceedings, to any other court shall be deemed 
to be part of those proceedings:Provided that the power conferred on the Attorney-General by subsection (3)(c) of this section shall not be exercised in relation to any appeal by a person convicted in any criminal proceedings or to any case stated or question of law reserved at 
the instance of such a person. (7) In the exercise of the functions vested in him by subsection (3) of this section, the Attorney-General shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority. Where any Minister has been charged with responsibility for any 
department of Government, he shall exercise general direction and control over that department and, subject to such direction and control, the department shall be under the supervision of a Permanent Secretary whose office shall be a public office. Prerogative of Mercy The 
President may—(a) grant to any person convicted of any offence a pardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions; (b) grant to any person a respite, either indefinite or for a specified period, of the execution of any punishment imposed on that person for any offence; (c) 
substitute a less severe form of punishment for any punishment imposed on any person for any offence; and (d) remit the whole or part of any punishment imposed on any person for any offence or of any penalty or forfeiture otherwise due to the Government on account of any 
offence.(1) There shall be an Advisory Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy which shall consist of— (a) the Vice-President or a Minister appointed by the President by instrument in writing under his hand; (b) the Attorney-General; and (c) a person qualified to practise in 
Botswana as a medical practitioner, appointed by the President by instrument in writing under his hand. (2) A member of the Committee appointed under subsection (1)(a) or (c) of this section shall hold his seat thereon for such period as may be specified in the instrument by 
which he was appointed: Provided that his seat shall become vacant— (i) in the case of a person who, at the date of his appointment, was the Vice-President or a Minister, if he ceases to be the Vice-President or a Minister; or (ii) if the President, by instrument in writing under his 
hand, so directs. (3) The Committee shall not be summoned except by the authority of the President who shall, as far as is practicable, attend and preside at all meetings of the Committee, and, in the absence of the President, the member of the Committee appointed under 
subsection (1)(a) of this section shall preside. (4) The Committee may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership and its proceedings shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings. 
(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Committee may regulate its own procedure. (1) Where any person has been sentenced to death for any offence, the President shall cause a written report of the case from the trial judge, together with such other information derived 
from the record of the case or elsewhere as he may require, to be considered at a meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy; and after obtaining the advice of the Committee he shall decide whether to exercise any of his powers under section 53 of this 
Constitution. (2) The President may consult with the Committee before deciding whether to exercise any of his powers under the said section 53 in any case not falling within subsection (1) of this section. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any Act of Parliament, 
the powers of constituting and abolishing offices for Botswana shall vest in the President. There shall be a Parliament of Botswana which shall consist of the President and a National Assembly. (1) The President shall be ex-officio a member of the National Assembly, and shall 
be entitled to speak and to vote in all proceedings of the National Assembly. (2) In addition to the President the National Assembly shall consist of— (a) 57 Elected Members who shall be elected in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and subject thereto in 
accordance with the provisions of any Act of Parliament; (b) four Specially Elected Members who shall be elected in accordance with the provisions of the Schedule to this Constitution and subject thereto in accordance with the provisions of any Act of Parliament; and (c) the 
Attorney-General. (3) If a person who is not a member of the National Assembly is elected to the office of Speaker of the National Assembly, that person shall, by virtue of holding that office, be a member of the Assembly in addition to the members referred to in subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section.(1) There shall be a Speaker of the National Assembly who shall be elected by the Members of the Assembly from among persons who are Members of the Assembly or from among persons who are not Members of the Assembly. (2) The President, the 
Vice-President, a Minister, an Assistant Minister or a public officer shall not be qualified to be elected as Speaker. (3) The Speaker shall vacate his office— (a) if, having been elected from among the Members of the National Assembly, he ceases to be a Member of the Assembly 
otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament or if he is required by virtue of section 68(2) to (3) of this Constitution, to cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly; (b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not Speaker, would disqualify him for 
election as such; (c) when the Assembly first sits after any dissolution of Parliament; or (d) if he is removed from office by a resolution of the Assembly supported by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all the Members thereof. (4) No business shall be transacted in the National 
Assembly (other than an election to the office of Speaker) at any time when the office of Speaker is vacant. (1) There shall be a Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly who shall be elected from among the persons who are Members of the Assembly other than the President, 
the Vice-President, Ministers or Assistant Ministers. (2) The Members of the National Assembly shall elect a person to the office of Deputy Speaker when the Assembly first sits after any dissolution and, if the office becomes vacant otherwise than by reason of the dissolution of 
the Assembly, at the first sitting of the Assembly after the office becomes vacant. (3) The Deputy Speaker shall vacate his office— (a) if he ceases to be a Member of the National Assembly, otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament; (b) if any circumstances arise 
that, if he were not Deputy Speaker, would disqualify him for election as such; (c) if he is required, by virtue of section 68(2) to (3) of this Constitution, to cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly; (d) if he is elected as Speaker; (e) if he is removed from office 
by a resolution of the Assembly supported by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all the Members of the Assembly; or (f) when the Assembly first sits after any dissolution of Parliament. Subject to the provisions of section 62 of this Constitution, a person shall be qualified to 
be elected as a Member of the National Assembly if, and shall not be qualified to be so elected unless— (a) he is a citizen of Botswana; (b) he has attained the age of 18 years; (c) he is qualified for registration as a voter for the purposes of the election of the Elected Members of 
the National Assembly and is so registered; and (d) he is able to speak, and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause, to read English well enough to take an active part in the proceedings of the Assembly.  (1) No person shall be qualified to be elected as a 
Member of the National Assembly who— (a) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; (b) has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being 
in force in Botswana and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid his debts in full; (c) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged or declared to be of unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; (d) is a 
Member of the House of Chiefs; (e) subject to such exceptions as may be prescribed by Parliament, holds any public office, or is acting in any public office by virtue of a contract of service expressed to continue for a period exceeding six months; (f) is under sentence of death 
imposed on him by a court in any part of the Commonwealth, or is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed on him by such a court or substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court; 
(g) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any elections to the Assembly or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for the purposes of such elections. (2) Parliament may provide that a 
person shall not be qualified for election to the National Assembly for such period (not exceeding five years) as may be prescribed if he is convicted of any such offence connected with elections to the Assembly as may be prescribed. (3) For the purposes of this section two or 
more terms of imprisonment that are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms, and no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed as an alternative to or in default of the 
payment of a fine.Botswana shall be divided into as many constituencies as there are Elected Members of the National Assembly and each of those constituencies shall return one Member to the National Assembly. (1) The Judicial Service Commission shall, not later than 1st 
March, 1969, and thereafter at intervals of not less than five nor more than 10 years, appoint a Delimitation Commission consisting of a Chairman and not more than four other members. (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, at any time when— (a) 
Parliament has made provision altering the number of seats of Elected Members in the National Assembly; or (b) a comprehensive national population census is held in Botswana, the Judicial Service Commission shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, appoint a Delimitation 
Commission. (3) The Chairman of a Delimitation Commission shall be selected from among persons who hold or have held high judicial office. (4) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as Chairman or member of a Delimitation Commission who— (a) is a Member of the 
National Assembly; (b) is or has been within the preceding five years actively engaged in politics; or (c) is a public officer. (5) A person shall be deemed to be actively engaged in politics or to have been so engaged during the relevant period if—(a) he is, or was at any time during 
that period, a Member of the National Assembly; (b) he is, or was at any time during that period, nominated as a candidate for election to the National Assembly; or (c) he is, or was at any time during that period, the holder of an office in any political organization that sponsors or 
supports, or has at any time sponsored or supported, a candidate for election as a Member of the National Assembly: Provided that no person shall be disqualified from holding the office of Chairman or member of a Delimitation Commission by reason only of the fact that he has 
been the Speaker of the National Assembly if he was elected to that office from amongst persons who were not Members of the National Assembly. (6) The office of Chairman or other member of the Delimitation Commission shall become vacant if circumstances arise that, were 
he not Chairman or member of the Delimitation Commission, would disqualify him for appointment as such. (7) If, after the appointment of the Delimitation Commission and before the Commission has submitted its report under section 65, the office of Chairman or any other 
member of the Commission falls vacant or the holder of the office becomes unable for any reason to discharge his functions as a member of the Commission, the Judicial Service Commission may, subject to the provisions of subsections (3) to (5) of this section, appoint another 
person to be a member of the Commission: Provided that a member appointed under this section because of the inability of some other member to discharge his functions shall cease to be a member of the Commission when, in the opinion of the Judicial Service Commission, 
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that other member is able to resume his functions as a member of the Commission. (1) Whenever a Delimitation Commission has been appointed the Commission shall as soon as practicable submit to the President a report which shall state whether any alteration is necessary 
to the boundaries of the constituencies in order to give effect to subsection (2) of this section or in consequence of any alteration in the number of seats of Elected Members in the National Assembly and where any alteration is necessary shall include a list of the constituencies 
delimited by the Commission and a description of the boundaries of those constituencies. (2) The boundaries of each constituency shall be such that the number of inhabitants thereof is as nearly equal to the population quota as is reasonably practicable: Provided that the number 
of inhabitants of a constituency may be greater or less than the population quota in order to take account of natural community of interest, means of communication, geographical features, density of population, and the boundaries of Tribal Territories and administrative districts. 
(3) In this section "population quota" means the number obtained by dividing the number of inhabitants of Botswana (as ascertained by reference to the latest comprehensive national population census in Botswana) by the number of constituencies into which Botswana is divided 
under section 63 of this Constitution. (4) The President shall as soon as practicable after the submission of the report of the Delimitation Commission, by Proclamation published in the Gazette, declare the boundaries of the constituencies as delimited by the Commission.(5) A 
Proclamation made under subsection (4) of this section shall come into force at the next dissolution of the National Assembly after it is made. (6) The Commission may by regulation or otherwise regulate its own procedure and may, subject to its rules of procedure, act 
notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership or the absence of any member and its proceedings shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings: Provided that any decision of the 
Commission shall require the concurrence of a majority of all its members. (7) In the exercise of its functions under this section the Delimitation Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority. (8) A Delimitation Commission shall stand 
dissolved upon the date on which its report is delivered to the President. (1) There shall be an Independent Electoral Commission which shall consist of— (a) a Chairman who shall be a judge of the High Court appointed by the Judicial Service Commission; (b) a legal practitioner 
appointed by the Judicial Service Commission; and (c) five other persons who are fit, proper and impartial, appointed by the Judicial Service Commission from a list of persons recommended by the All Party Conference. (2) Where the All Party Conference fail to agree on all or 
any number of persons referred to in subsection (1)(c) of this section up to dissolution of Parliament, the Judicial Service Commission shall appoint such person or persons as are necessary to fill any vacancy. (3) For the purposes of this section, “All Party Conference” means a 
meeting of all registered political parties convened from time to time by the Minister. (4) The first appointments of the Chairman and the Members of the Commission shall be made not later than 31st January, 1999, and thereafter subsequent appointments shall be made at the 
last dissolution of every two successive lives of Parliament.(5) The Chairman and the members of the Commission shall hold office for a period of two successive lives of Parliament. (6) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a member of the Independent Electoral 
Commission if— (a) he has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid his debts in full; or (b) he has 
been convicted of any offence involving dishonesty in any country. (7) A person appointed a member of the Commission shall not enter upon the duties of the office of Commissioner until he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of 
his office as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (8) The Commission shall regulate its own procedure and proceedings. (9) The Chairman shall preside over all proceedings, and in his absence, the legal practitioner referred to in subsection (1)(b) shall preside over the 
proceedings. (10) The quorum shall be four members, one of whom shall be the Chairman or the said legal practitioner. (11) All issues shall be decided by the decision of the majority of the members present and voting. (12) The Commission shall be responsible for— (a) the 
conduct and supervision of elections of the Elected Members of the National Assembly and members of a local authority, and conduct of a referendum; (b) giving instructions and directions to the Secretary of the Commission appointed under section 66 in regard to the exercise 
of his functions under the electoral law prescribed by an Act of Parliament; (c) ensuring that elections are conducted efficiently, properly, freely and fairly; and (d) performing such other functions as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (13) The Commission shall on the 
completion of any election conducted by it, submit a report on the exercise of its functions under the preceding provisions of this section to the Minister for the time being responsible for matters relating to such elections, and that Minister shall, not later than seven days after the 
National Assembly first meets after he has received the report, lay it before the National Assembly.(1) There shall be a Secretary to the Independent Electoral Commission referred to in section 65A (in this section referred to as “the Secretary”). (2) The Secretary shall be appointed 
by the President. (3) The functions of the Secretary shall, subject to the directions and supervision of the Independent Electoral Commission, be to exercise general supervision over the registration of voters for elections of— (a) the Elected Members of the National Assembly; 
and (b) the members of any local authority, and over the conduct of such elections. (4) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as Secretary to the Independent Electoral Commission if— (a) he is not a citizen of Botswana; (b) he has been declared insolvent or adjudged 
or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid his debts in full; or (c) he has been convicted of any offence involving dishonesty in any country. 
(5) A person shall not enter upon the duties of the office of Secretary until he has taken and subscribed to the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (6) For the purposes of the exercise of his functions 
under subsection (3) of this section, the Secretary may give such directions as he considers necessary or expedient to any registering officer, presiding officer or returning officer relating to the exercise by that officer of his functions under any law regulating the registration of 
voters or the conduct of elections, and any officer to whom directions are given under this subsection shall comply with those directions. (7) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding office as Secretary shall vacate that office on attaining the age of 65 years or 
such other age as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (8) A holder of the office of Secretary may be removed from office only for inability to perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and 
shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (9) If the President considers that the question of removing the Secretary ought to be investigated then—(a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two 
members who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into and report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the Secretary ought to be removed from office under this section for inability to perform the functions of his office 
or for misbehaviour. (10) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (9) advises the President that the Secretary ought to be removed for inability to perform the functions of his office or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove him from office. (11) If the question of removing 
the Secretary from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (9) of this section, the President may suspend him from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the President and shall cease to have effect if the 
tribunal advises the President that the Secretary ought not to be removed from office. (1) A person who— (a) is a citizen of Botswana or of any other country to which this section is applied by Parliament; 18 of 1997, s. 4(a). (b) has attained the age of 18 years; and (c) has either 
resided in Botswana for a continuous period of at least 12 months immediately preceding the date on which he applies for registration as a voter or was born in Botswana and is domiciled in Botswana on the date on which he applies for registration as a voter, shall, unless he is 
disqualified for registration as a voter under any law, be entitled, upon his making application in that behalf at such time and in such manner as may be prescribed by any law, to be registered as a voter for the purposes of elections of Elected Members of the National Assembly, 
and no other person may be so registered. (2) A person who has not continuously resided in Botswana for the period mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section but has during the whole period retained his residence (or if he has more than one residence, his 
principal residence) in Botswana and has been absent therefrom for some temporary purpose only shall be deemed for the purposes of the said paragraph (c) to have been resident in Botswana during such absence. (3) A person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter— (a) 
in the constituency in which he has his residence, or if he has more than one residence in Botswana in the constituency in which he has his principal residence; or 18 of 1997, s. 4(b). (b) in the case of a person who does not have a residence in Botswana but is able to register in 
person, in the constituency in which he last resided, or in which he was born; or 18 of 1997, s. 4(b). (c) in the case of a person who is not resident in Botswana and is unable to register in person, at such place as may be prescribed by Parliament and registration at such place 
shall be treated as registration in the constituency in which he last resided, or in which he was born in Botswana. (4) A person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter in one constituency only. (5) Every person who is registered in any constituency as a voter for the purposes 
of elections of the Elected Members of the National Assembly shall, unless he is disqualified by Parliament from voting in such elections on the grounds of his having been convicted of an offence in connection with the elections or on the grounds of his having been reported guilty 
of such an offence by the court trying an election petition or on the grounds of his being in lawful custody at the date of the election, be entitled so to vote in that constituency in accordance with the provisions made by or under a law in that behalf; and no other person may so 
vote. (1) The seat of an Elected Member or a Specially Elected Member of the National Assembly shall become vacant— (a) upon the dissolution of Parliament; (b) if he is absent from the sittings of the Assembly for such period and in such circumstances as may be prescribed 
in the rules of procedure of the Assembly; (c) subject to the provisions of subsections (2) to (3) of this section, if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a Member of the Assembly, would cause him to be disqualified for election thereto. (2) If circumstances such as are referred 
to in paragraph (c) of the preceding subsection arise in relation to a Member of the Assembly by virtue of the fact that he is declared insolvent, adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced to death or imprisonment, or convicted of an election offence and it is open to the Member 
to appeal against the decision (either with the leave of the court or other authority or without such leave), he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly but, subject to the next following subsection, he shall not vacate his seat until the expiration of 
a period of 30 days thereafter: Provided that the Speaker may, at the request of the Member, from time to time extend that period for further periods of 30 days to enable the Member to pursue an appeal against the decision, so, however, that extensions of time exceeding in the 
aggregate 150 days shall not be given without the approval of the Assembly signified by resolution.(3) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circumstances continue to exist and no further appeal is open to the Member of the Assembly, or if, by reason of the expiration of 
any period for entering an appeal or notice thereof or the refusal of leave to appeal or for any other reason, it ceases to be open to the Member to appeal, he shall forthwith vacate his seat. (4) If at any time before the Member of the Assembly vacates his seat such circumstances 
as aforesaid cease to exist, his seat shall not become vacant by reason of those circumstances, and he may resume the performance of his functions as a Member of the Assembly. (1) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine any question whether— (a) any 
person has been validly elected as an Elected Member of the National Assembly or the seat of any such Member has become vacant; (b) any person has been validly elected as Speaker of the Assembly or, having been so elected, has vacated the office of Speaker. (2) Any 
question whether any person has been validly elected as a Specially Elected Member of the National Assembly or whether the seat of any such Member has become vacant shall be determined by the Speaker. (3) Parliament may make provision with respect to— (a) the persons 
who may apply to the High Court for the determination of any question under this section; (b) the circumstances and manner in which the conditions upon which any such application may be made; and (c) the powers, practice and procedure of the High Court in relation to any 
such application. (1) There shall be a Clerk of the National Assembly and an Assistant Clerk of the National Assembly and their offices shall be offices in the public service. (2) There shall be such other offices in the department of the Clerk of the Assembly as may be prescribed 
by resolution of the National Assembly and such offices shall be offices in the public service. The Speaker, before assuming the duties of his office, and every Member of the National Assembly before taking his seat therein, shall take and subscribe before the Assembly the oath 
of allegiance. There shall preside at any sitting of the National Assembly—(a) the Speaker;(b) in the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker; or(c) in the absence of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker, such Member of the Assembly (not being the President or Vice-
President or a Minister or Assistant Minister) as the Assembly may elect for that sitting. 1 of 1999, s. 2(a) and (b). If objection is taken by any Member of the National Assembly present that there are present in the Assembly (besides the person presiding) less than one third of 
the Members of the Assembly and, after such interval as may be prescribed in the rules of procedure of the Assembly, the person presiding ascertains that the number of Members present is less than one third, he shall thereupon adjourn the Assembly.  (1) Save as otherwise 
provided in this Constitution, any question proposed for decision in the National Assembly shall be determined by a majority of the votes of the Members present and voting. (2) The Attorney-General shall have no vote. (3) The person presiding in the National Assembly shall 
have neither an original vote nor a casting vote and if upon any question before the Assembly the votes are equally divided the motion shall be lost.Any person who sits or votes in the National Assembly knowing or having reasonable grounds for knowing that he is not entitled to 
do so shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding P50 or such other sum as may be prescribed by Parliament for each day on which he so sits or votes in the Assembly, which shall be recoverable by action in the High Court at the suit of the Attorney-General (1) Subject to the 
provisions of this Constitution, the National Assembly may regulate its own procedure.(2) The National Assembly may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership (including any vacancy not filled when the Assembly first meets after any dissolution) and the presence or 
participation of any person not entitled to be present or to participate in the proceedings of the Assembly shall not invalidate those proceedings.(1) There shall be a House of Chiefs for Botswana. (2) The House of Chiefs shall consist of— (a) eight ex-officio Members; (b) four 
Elected Members; and(c) three Specially Elected Members. The ex-officio Members of the House of Chiefs shall be such persons as are for the time being performing the functions of the office of Chief in respect of the Bakgatla, Bakwena, Bamalete, Bamangwato, Bangwaketse, 
Barolong, Batawana and Batlokwa Tribes, respectively. (1) The Elected Members of the House of Chiefs shall be elected from among their own number by the persons for the time being performing the functions of the office of Sub-Chief in the Chobe, North East, Ghanzi and 
Kgalagadi districts, respectively. (2) The Specially Elected Members of the House of Chiefs shall be elected by the ex-officio and Elected Members of the House of Chiefs in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution from among persons who are not and have not been 
within the preceding five years actively engaged in politics. (3) A person shall be deemed to be or to have been actively engaged in politics for the purposes of subsection (2) of this section in any circumstances in which he would be deemed to be or to have been so engaged for 
the purposes of section 64(4)(b) of this Constitution. (4) Subject to the provisions of subsections (5) and (6) of this section a person shall be qualified to be elected as a Specially Elected Member of the House of Chiefs if, and shall not be qualified to be so elected unless, he— (a) 
is a citizen of Botswana; (b) has attained the age of 21 years; (c) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause, to read English well enough to take an active part in the proceedings of the House; and (d) is qualified for registration as a voter for 
the purposes of the election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly and is so registered. (5) No person shall be qualified to be elected as a Specially Elected Member of the House of Chiefs who— (a) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of allegiance, 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; (b) has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid 
his debts in full; (c) is certified insane or otherwise adjudged or declared to be of unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; (d) subject to such exceptions as may be prescribed by Parliament, holds any public office, or is acting in any public office by 
virtue of a contract of service expressed to continue for a period exceeding six months; (e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the Commonwealth, or is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed 
on him by such a court or substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court; (f) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any elections to the National 
Assembly or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for the purposes of such elections; or (g) is disqualified for election to the National Assembly by virtue of provision made in pursuance of section 62(2) of this Constitution. (6) For the purposes of this section two or 
more terms of imprisonment that are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms, and no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed as an alternative to or in default of the 
payment of a fine. Every Member of the House of Chiefs shall, before taking his seat therein, take and subscribe before the House of Chiefs the oath of allegiance. There shall be a Secretary to the House of Chiefs whose office shall be an office in the public service. (1) An Elected 
Member of the House of Chiefs shall vacate his seat in the House— (a) on a dissolution of Parliament; or (b) if he ceases to be a person for the time being performing the functions of an office of Sub-Chief in the district from which he has been elected. (2) A Specially Elected 
Member of the House of Chiefs shall vacate his seat in the House— (a) on the dissolution of Parliament;(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the House for such period and in such circumstances as may be prescribed in the rules of procedure of the House; or (c) subject to the 
provisions of subsection (3) of this section, if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a Specially Elected Member of the House of Chiefs, would disqualify him for election as such. (3) If circumstances such as are referred to in paragraph (c) of the preceding subsection arise 
in relation to a Member of the House by virtue of the fact that he is declared insolvent, adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced to death or imprisonment or convicted of an election offence and it is open to the Member to appeal against the decision (either with leave of the 
court or other authority or without such leave), he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions as a Member of the House but, subject to the next following subsection, he shall not vacate his seat until the expiration of a period of 30 days thereafter: Provided that the Chairman of 
the House may, at the request of the Member, from time to time extend that period for further periods of 30 days to enable the Member to pursue an appeal against the decision, so, however, that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate 150 days shall not be given without 
the approval of the House signified by resolution. (4) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circumstances continue to exist and no further appeal is open to the Member of the House, or if by reason of the expiration of any period for entering an appeal or notice thereof or 
the refusal of leave to appeal or for any other reason, it ceases to be open to a Member to appeal, he shall forthwith vacate his seat. (5) If at any time before the Member of the House vacates his seat such circumstances as aforesaid cease to exist, his seat shall not become 
vacant by reason of those circumstances, and he may resume the performance of his functions as a Member of the House.Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the House of Chiefs may, subject to the approval of the President, make rules regulating its own procedure 
and in particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, make rules for all or any of the following matter— (a) the appointment or election and tenure of office of a Chairman of the House; (b) the time and place at which the House shall meet; (c) the manner 
in which the views of the House shall be recorded and, if necessary, expressed to a Minister, the National Assembly, or to any other person or body;(d) the regulation and orderly conduct of the proceedings of the House; (e) the manner in which the Elected Members and Specially 
Elected Members of the House shall be elected. The House of Chiefs shall not be disqualified for the transaction of business by reason of any vacancy among the Members thereof including any vacancy not filled when the House is first constituted or is reconstituted at any time; 
and any proceedings therein shall be valid notwithstanding that some person who was not entitled to do so sat or voted in the House or otherwise took part in the proceedings.(1) The House of Chiefs shall consider the copy of any Bill which has been referred to it under the 
provisions of section 88(2) of this Constitution and the House shall be entitled to submit resolutions thereon to the National Assembly. (2) Any resolution which has been submitted to the National Assembly in accordance with the last foregoing subsection shall forthwith be laid 
before the Assembly by the Clerk of the Assembly. (3) Any Minister who is responsible for a Bill such as is referred to in subsection (1) of this section, or his representative, may attend the proceedings of the House when the copy of the Bill is being considered. (4) Any Minister 
may consult the House of Chiefs in respect of any matter on which he desires to obtain the opinion of the House, and for that purpose the Minister or his representative may attend the proceedings of the House. (5) The House of Chiefs shall be entitled to discuss any matter within 
the executive or legislative authority of Botswana of which it considers it is desirable to take cognizance in the interests of the tribes and tribal organizations it represents and to make representations thereon to the President, or to send messages thereon to the National Assembly. 
(6) A person attending the proceedings of the House of Chiefs by virtue of the provisions of subsection (3) or (4) of this section shall be entitled to take part in the proceedings of the House relating to the matter in respect of which he attends as if he were a Member of the House: 
Provided that he shall not be entitled to vote in the House.Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament shall have power to make laws for the peace, order and good government of Botswana. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 89(4) of this Constitution the power 
of Parliament to make laws shall be exercised by Bills passed by the National Assembly, after reference in the cases specified in section 88(2) of this Constitution to the House of Chiefs, and assented to by the President. (2) When a Bill is presented to the President for assent he 
shall either assent or withhold his assent. (3) Where the President withholds his assent to a Bill, the Bill shall be returned to the National Assembly. (4) If where the President withholds his assent to a Bill the Assembly resolves within six months of the Bill being returned to it that 
the Bill should again be presented for assent, the President shall assent to the Bill within 21 days of its being again presented to him, unless he sooner dissolves Parliament. (5) When a Bill that has been duly passed and presented for assent is assented to in accordance with 
the provisions of this Constitution it shall become law and the President shall thereupon cause it to be published in the Gazette as a law.(6) No law made by Parliament shall come into operation until it has been published in the Gazette, but Parliament may postpone the coming 
into operation of any such law and may make laws with retrospective effect. (7) All laws made by Parliament shall be styled "Acts" and the words of enactment shall be "enacted by the Parliament of Botswana". (1) Except upon the recommendation of the President, which 
recommendation may be signified by the Vice-President or a Minister, the National Assembly shall not— (a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to a Bill) that, in the opinion of the person presiding, makes provision for any of the following purposes— (i) for the 
imposition of taxation or the alteration of taxation otherwise than by reduction; (ii) for the imposition of any charge upon the revenues or other funds of Botswana or the alteration of any such charge otherwise than by reduction; (iii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal from any 
public fund of Botswana of any moneys not charged thereon or any increase in the amount of such payment, issue or withdrawal; or (iv) for the composition or remission of any debt to the Government of Botswana; (b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment to a 
motion) the effect of which, in the opinion of the person presiding, would be to make provision for any of those purposes. (2) The National Assembly shall not proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to a Bill) that, in the opinion of the person presiding, would, if enacted, 
alter any of the provisions of this Constitution or affect— (a) the designation, recognition, removal of powers of Chiefs, Sub-Chiefs or Headmen; (b) the organization, powers or administration of customary courts; (c) customary law, or the ascertainment or recording of customary 
law; or (d) tribal organization or tribal property, unless— (i) a copy of the Bill has been referred to the House of Chiefs after it has been introduced in the National Assembly; and (ii) a period of 30 days has elapsed from the date when the copy of the Bill was referred to the House 
of Chiefs. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section Parliament may alter this Constitution. (2) A Bill for an Act of Parliament under this section shall not be introduced into the National Assembly unless the text of the Bill has been published in the Gazette not less than 30 days 
before it is so introduced. (3) In so far as it alters any of the provisions of— (a) Chapter II; sections 30 to 44 inclusive, 47 to 51 inclusive, and 56; sections 77 to 79 inclusive and section 85; Chapter VII; or sections 117 to 120 inclusive and section 127 in its application to any of the 
provisions mentioned in this paragraph; (b) sections 57, 63 to 66 inclusive, 86 to 89 inclusive, 90(2) and (3), 91(2), (3), (4) and (5), and 92; Chapter VI; and section 127 in its application to any of the provisions mentioned in this paragraph, a Bill for an Act of Parliament under this 
section shall not be passed by the National Assembly unless— (i) the final voting on the Bill in the Assembly takes place not less than three months after the previous voting thereon in the Assembly; and (ii) at such final voting the Bill is supported by the votes of not less than two-
thirds of all the Members of the Assembly. (4) In so far as it alters any of the provisions mentioned in subsection (3)(b) of this section no Bill shall be presented to the President for his assent unless after its passage by the Assembly it has been submitted to the electors qualified 
to vote in the election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly, and, on a vote taken in such manner as Parliament may prescribe, the majority of the electors voting have approved the Bill. (5) In this section— (a) references to any provision of this Constitution include 
references to any provision of a law that alters that provision; and (b) references to the alteration of any provision of this Constitution include references to the amendment, modification or re-enactment, with or without modification, of that provision, the suspension or repeal of 
that provision and the making of a different provision in lieu thereof. (1) Each session of Parliament shall be held at such place within Botswana and shall commence at such time as the President may appoint. (2) There shall be a session of Parliament at least once in every year 
so that a period of six months shall not intervene between the last sitting of Parliament in one session and the first sitting thereof in the next session. (3) Whenever Parliament is dissolved a general election of the Elected Members of the Assembly shall be held within 60 days of 
the date of the dissolution and a session of Parliament shall be appointed to commence within 30 days of the date of that general election. (1) The President may at any time prorogue Parliament. (2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the President may at any time 
dissolve Parliament. (3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section, Parliament, unless sooner dissolved, shall continue for five years from the date of the first sitting of the National Assembly after any dissolution and shall then stand dissolved. (4) At any time when 
Botswana is at war, Parliament may from time to time extend the period of five years specified in subsection (3) of this section for not more than 12 months at a time: Provided that the life of Parliament shall not be extended under this subsection for more than five years. (5) If, 
after a dissolution of Parliament and before the holding of the general election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly, the President considers that, owing to the existence of a state of war or of a state of emergency in Botswana or any part thereof, it is necessary to 
recall Parliament, the President may summon the Parliament that has been dissolved to meet and that Parliament shall be deemed to be the Parliament for the time being, but the general election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly shall proceed and the Parliament 
that has been recalled shall, if not sooner dissolved, again stand dissolved on the day before the day on which the election is held. If the National Assembly at any time passes a resolution supported by a majority of all the Members of the Assembly who are entitled to vote 
declaring that it has no confidence in the Government of Botswana, Parliament shall stand dissolved on the fourth day following the day on which such resolution was passed, unless the President earlier resigns his office or dissolves Parliament. (1) The President may at any 
time summon a meeting of the National Assembly. (2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the sittings of the National Assembly in any session of Parliament after the commencement of that session shall be commenced at such times and on such days as the Assembly 
shall appoint. Any reference in this Constitution to the votes of two-thirds of the Members of the Assembly shall be construed as a reference to the votes of two-thirds of the Members of the Assembly excluding the person presiding and the Attorney-General. (1) There shall be for 
Botswana a High Court which shall have unlimited original jurisdiction to hear and determine any civil or criminal proceedings under any law and such other jurisdiction and powers as may be conferred on it by this Constitution or any other law. (2) The judges of the High Court 
shall be the Chief Justice and such number of other judges of the Court as may be prescribed by Parliament: Provided that the office of a judge of the High Court shall not be abolished while there is a substantive holder thereof. (3) The High Court shall be a superior court of 
record and, save as otherwise provided by Parliament, shall have all the powers of such a court. (4) The High Court shall sit in such places as the Chief Justice may appoint. (5) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to supervise any civil or criminal proceedings before any 
subordinate court or any court martial and may make such orders, issue such writs and give such directions as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of ensuring that justice is duly administered by any such court. (6) The Chief Justice may make rules with respect to the 
practice and procedure of the High Court in relation to the jurisdiction and powers conferred on it by subsection (5) of this section. (7) The Chief Justice may appoint a Rules of Court Advisory Committee to assist him in reviewing and overhauling the rules made under subsection 
(6) and to advise on proposals to update and amend such rules.  (1) The Chief Justice shall be appointed by the President. (2) The other judges of the High Court shall be appointed by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. (3) A 
person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a judge of the High Court unless— (a) he holds, or has held office, as a judge of a court having unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in Botswana, in a Commonwealth country or in any country outside the Commonwealth 
that may be prescribed by Parliament or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from such a court; or (b) he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court and has been qualified for not less than ten years to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court; (c) 
he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney and he has had the experience in the teaching of law in a recognised university for not less than ten years; or (d) he is a Chief Magistrate who has held that office for not less than five years. (4) In computing, for the purposes 
of subsection (3) of this section, the period during which any person has been qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney any period during which he has held judicial office after becoming so qualified shall be included. (5) If the office of Chief Justice is vacant or if the Chief 
Justice is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office or until the Chief Justice has resumed those functions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such 
one of the judges of the High Court or such other person qualified for appointment as a judge of the High Court as the President may appoint for that purpose: Provided that— (i) a person may be appointed under this subsection notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 
years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 97 of this Constitution;(ii) a person appointed under this subsection, who is not a judge of the High Court, may, notwithstanding the assumption or resumption of the functions of the office of Chief Justice 
by the holder of that office, continue to act as a judge of the High Court for so long thereafter and to such extent as may be necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto. (6) If 
the office of any judge of the High Court is vacant, or if any such judge is appointed to act as Chief Justice, or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, or if the President, acting after consultation with the Chief Justice, is satisfied that the state of business in 
the High Court requires that the number of judges of the court should be temporarily increased, the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may appoint a person qualified for appointment as a judge of the High Court to act as a judge 
of that court: Provided that a person may be so appointed notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 88 of this Constitution. (7) Any person appointed under subsection (6) of this section to act as 
a judge of the High Court shall, subject to the provisions of section 97(4) and (5) of this Constitution, continue to act for the period of his appointment or, if no such period is specified, until his appointment is revoked by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the 

Judicial Service Commission: Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a person whose appointment to act as a judge of the High Court has expired or been revoked to continue to act as such a judge for 
such period as may be necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of a judge of the High Court shall 
vacate that office on attaining the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed by Parliament: Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a judge who has attained that age to continue in office for 
such period as may be necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him before he attained that age. (2) A judge of the High Court may be removed from office only for inability to perform the functions 
of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the President considers that the question of removing a judge of the High Court 
under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the 
President and advise the President whether the judge ought to be removed from office under this section for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (3) of this section advises the President that a judge of the High Court ought 
to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove such judge from office. (5) If the question of removing a judge of the High Court from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (3) of this section, the President may 
suspend the judge from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect if the tribunal advises the President that the judge ought not to be removed from office. A judge of the 
High Court shall not enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament. (1) There shall be a Court of Appeal for Botswana which shall have such jurisdiction and powers as may 
be conferred on it by this Constitution or any other law. (2) The judges of the Court of Appeal shall be— (a) the President of the Court of Appeal; (b) such number, if any, of Justices of Appeal as may be prescribed by Parliament; and (c) the Chief Justice and the other judges of 
the High Court: Provided that Parliament may make provision for the office of President of the Court of Appeal to be held by the Chief Justice ex-officio.(3) The office of a Justice of Appeal shall not be abolished while there is a substantive holder thereof. (4) The Court of Appeal 
shall be a superior court of record and save as otherwise provided by Parliament shall have all the powers of such a court.  (1) The President of the Court of Appeal shall, unless that office is held ex-officio by the Chief Justice, be appointed by the President. (2) The Justices of 
Appeal, if any, shall be appointed by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. (3) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a judge of the Court of Appeal unless— (a) he holds, or has held office as, a judge of a court having 
unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in Botswana, in a Commonwealth country or in any country outside the Commonwealth that may be prescribed by Parliament or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from such a court; or (b) he is qualified to practise as an advocate 
or attorney in such a court and has been qualified for not less than ten years to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court; or (c) he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney and he has had experience in the teaching of law in a recognised university for not less 
than ten years. (4) In computing, for the purposes of subsection (3) of this section, the period during which any person has been qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney any period during which he has held judicial office after becoming so qualified shall be included. (5) If 
the office of President of the Court of Appeal is vacant or if the President of the Court of Appeal is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office or until the President of the Court 
of Appeal has resumed those functions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such one of the other judges of the Court of Appeal or such other person qualified for appointment as a judge of the Court of Appeal as the President may appoint for that purpose: 
Provided that— (i) a person may be appointed under this subsection notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 101 of this Constitution; (ii) a person appointed under this subsection, who is not a 
judge of the Court of Appeal, may, notwithstanding the assumption or resumption of the functions of the office of President of the Court of Appeal by the holder of that office, continue to act as a judge of the Court of Appeal for so long thereafter and to such extent as may be 
necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto. (6) If the office of a Justice of Appeal is vacant or if any Justice of Appeal is appointed to act as Chief Justice or President of the 
Court of Appeal or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may appoint a person qualified for appointment as a Justice of Appeal to act as a Justice of Appeal: Provided 
that a person may be so appointed notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 101 of this Constitution.(7) Any person appointed under subsection (6) of this section to act as a Justice of Appeal, 
shall subject to the provisions of section 101(4) and (5) of this Constitution, continue to act for the period of his appointment or, if no such period is specified, until his appointment is revoked by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission: 
Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a person whose appointment to act as a Justice of Appeal has expired or been revoked to continue to act as such a judge for such period as may be necessary to 
enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto.  (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of a judge of the Court of Appeal shall vacate that office on attaining the 
age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed by Parliament: Provided that— (i) the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a judge who has attained that age to continue in office for such period as may be 
necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him before he attained that age; (ii) a person may be appointed as President of the Court of Appeal or as a Justice of Appeal for a fixed period of three 
years notwithstanding that he has attained the age referred to in this subsection or that he will before the expiry of his appointment have attained that age; and (iii) the appointment as President of the Court of Appeal or as Justice of Appeal serving for a fixed period under 
paragraph (ii) above shall not affect the date at which he is due to retire.(2) A judge of the Court of Appeal may be removed from office only for inability to perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, 
and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the President considers that the question of removing a judge of the Court of Appeal under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of 
a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the judge ought to be removed from office under this section 
for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal, appointed under subsection (3) of this section, advises the President that a judge of the Court of Appeal ought to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove 
such judge from office. (5) If the question of removing a judge of the Court of Appeal from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (3) of this section, the President may suspend the judge from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at 
any time be revoked by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect if the tribunal advises the President that the judge ought not to be removed from office. A judge of the Court of Appeal shall not enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed 
such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament. (1) There shall be a Judicial Service Commission for Botswana which shall consist of— (a) the Chief Justice who shall be Chairman; (b) the President of the Court of Appeal (not being the Chief 
Justice or the most Senior Justice of the Court of Appeal); (c) the Attorney-General; (d) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; (e) a member of the Law Society nominated by the Law Society; and (f) a person of intergrity and experience not being a legal practitioner 
appointed by the President. (2) A member nominated under paragraph (e) or appointed under paragraph (f) of subsection (1) shall hold office for a period of two years, but shall be eligible for re-nomination or re-appointment, as the case may be, for another term of office for two 
years: Provided that— (i) a member nominated under paragraph (e) may be removed from office by the rest of the members of the Commission acting together only for inability of the member to discharge the functions of his office whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or 
any other cause or for gross misbehaviour; or (ii) a member appointed under paragraph (f) may be removed from office by the President only for inability of the member to discharge the functions of his office whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause or for 
gross misbehaviour. (3) A member of the Commission shall not enter upon the duties of his office until he has taken and subscribed such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament. (4) The Judicial Service Commission shall not be subject to the 
direction or control of any other person or authority in the exercise of its functions under this Constitution.(5) The Commission may regulate its own procedure and, subject to that procedure, may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership or the absence of any member 
and its proceedings shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings. (6) The decisions of the Commission shall be by the vote of a majority of the members present, and in the event of an 
equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote. (1) Power to appoint persons to hold or act in offices to which this section applies, to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices and to remove such persons from office shall vest in the 
President acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. (2) The offices to which this section applies are— (a) the office of Registrar of the Court of Appeal and High Court; (b) all offices of magistrate; (c) such other offices of President or member of any 
court or connected with any court as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament. (3) In this section references to a court do not include references to a court martial.(1) Where any question as to the interpretation of this Constitution arises in any proceedings in any 
subordinate court and the court is of the opinion that the question involves a substantial question of law, the court may, and shall, if any party to the proceedings so requests, refer the question to the High Court. (2) Where any question is referred to the High Court in pursuance 
of this section, the High Court shall give its decision upon the question and the court in which the question arose shall, subject to any appeal, dispose of the case in accordance with that decision. An appeal shall lie as of right to the Court of Appeal from any decision of the High 
Court which involves the interpretation of this Constitution, other than a decision of the High Court under section 69(1) of this Constitution: Provided that no appeal shall lie from a determination of the High Court under this section dismissing an application on the ground that it is 
frivolous or vexatious.Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any Act of Parliament, power to specify the qualifications and disqualifications for holding such public offices as he may constitute shall vest in the President.(1) There shall be a Public Service Commission 
for Botswana which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two nor more than four other members.(2) The members of the Public Service Commission shall be appointed by the President.(3) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as a member of the Public Service 
Commission if he is a Member of the National Assembly or a public officer, or is or has within the two years immediately preceding his appointment been actively engaged in politics(4) For the purposes of this section a person shall be deemed to be or to have been actively 
engaged in politics in circumstances in which he would be deemed to be or to have been so engaged for the purposes of section 64(4)(b) of this Constitution(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, the office of a member of the Public Service Commission shall become 
vacant—(a) at the expiration of three years from the date of his appointment;(b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a member of the Commission, would cause him to be disqualified for appointment as such; or(c) if he is removed from office in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (6) of this section.(6) Subject to subsection (7) of this section a member of the Public Service Commission may be removed from office by the President for inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or 
any other cause) or for misbehaviour.(7) If the President considers that the question of removing a member of the Public Service Commission under subsection (6) of this section ought to be investigated, then—(a) the President shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a 
Chairman and not less than two other members selected by the Chief Justice from among persons who hold or have held high judicial office; and(b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the President and recommend to him whether the 
member ought to be removed under subsection (6) of this section, and the President shall act in accordance with that recommendation(8) A member of the Public Service Commission shall not be removed from office except in accordance with the provisions of this section.(9) If 
the office of Chairman of the Public Service Commission is vacant or if the person holding that office is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office or until the person holding 
that office has resumed those functions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such one of the other members of the Commission as may be designated in that behalf by the President.(10) If at any time there are less than two members of the Public Service 
Commission besides the Chairman or if any such member is appointed to act as Chairman or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the President may appoint a person who is qualified for appointment as a member of the Commission to act as a member, 
and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (5)(b) of this section, continue to act until the office in which he is acting is filled, or as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes his functions or until his appointment to act is revoked by the 
President.(11) Except as provided in subsection (13) of this section the Public Service Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority in the exercise of its functions under this Constitution.(12) A member of the Commission shall not 
enter upon the duties of his office until he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament.(13) Provision may be made by or under an Act of Parliament prescribing the procedure of the 
Commission and, subject thereto, the Commission may regulate its own procedure(14) Except as may be otherwise provided in its rules or procedure, the Commission may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership or the absence of any member and its proceedings 
shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings.(15) Any decision of the Commission shall require the concurrence of a majority of all the members thereof.(16) A member of the Commission 
shall not, during the tenure of his office or during the three years immediately following such tenure, be eligible for appointment to any public office other than that of Ambassador, High Commissioner or other principal representative of Botswana in any other country or accredited 
to any international organization. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section and of sections 111, 113 and 114 of this Constitution, power to appoint persons to hold or to act in any office in the public service, to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such 
offices and to remove from such offices shall vest in such person or persons as may be prescribed by Act of Parliament.(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply in relation to the following offices, that is to say—(a) the office of judge of the Court of Appeal or of the High 
Court; (b) any office to which section 104 or 112 of the Constitution applies. (3) Before any person or persons as may have been prescribed under the provisions of subsection (1) exercise power to appoint to or to act in any public office any person who holds or is acting in any 
office the power to make appointments to which is vested by this Constitution in the President acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission such person shall consult with the Judicial Service Commission. (1) Any person other than a member of the 
Botswana Police Force or the Prison Service who has been removed from office or subjected to any other punishment by the exercise of any powers conferred on any person under the provisions of section 110 of this Constitution may appeal to the Public Service Commission 
who may dismiss such appeal or allow it wholly or in part. (2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) every decision of the Public Service Commission under the provisions of this section shall be final. (3) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsection (2) if the Public Service 
Commission dismisses an appeal or allows it in part only the person who appealed may appeal to the President. (4) If any person appeals to the President in accordance with the provisions of subsection (3) of this section the President shall either dismiss the appeal or shall order 
that it be heard by a tribunal appointed by the President, the Chairman of which shall be a person who holds or has held high judicial office or is qualified to be appointed as a judge of the High Court. (5) If the President appoints a tribunal to hear an appeal in accordance with 
subsection (4) of this section the tribunal shall hear the appeal and shall advise the President whether or not the appeal should be allowed either wholly or in part, and the President shall act in accordance with that advice. (1) The power to appoint a person to hold or act in offices 
to which this section applies and to remove from office and to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices shall, subject to the provisions of sections 113 and 114 of this Constitution, vest in the President. (2) The offices to which this section applies 
are— (a) Ambassador, High Commissioner or other principal representative of Botswana in any other country or accredited to any international organisation; (b) Secretary to the Cabinet;(c) Attorney-General; (d) Permanent Secretary; (e) Commissioner of Police; and (f) any other 
superscale office (other than an office to which this Constitution makes specific provision for appointment or an office to which appointment is made under the provisions of section 104 of this Constitution) which may be prescribed by Act of Parliament.(1) Subject to the provisions 
of this section, a person holding the office of Attorney-General shall vacate his office when he attains the age of 60 years or such other age as may be prescribed by Parliament. (2) A person holding the office of Attorney-General may be removed from office only for inability to 
perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the President considers that the question of removing a person 
holding the office of Attorney-General from office ought to be investigated then— (a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; and (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and 
report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the person holding the office of Attorney-General ought to be removed from office under this section for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (3) of 
this section advises the President that a person holding the office of Attorney-General ought to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove such person from office. (5) If the question of removing a person holding the office of 
Attorney-General from office has been referred to a tribunal under this section, the President may suspend that person from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect if 
the tribunal advises the President that the person ought not to be removed from office. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of Auditor-General shall vacate his office when he attains the age of 60 years or such other age as may be prescribed 
by Parliament. (2) A person holding the office of Auditor-General may be removed from office only for inability to perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour and shall not be so removed except in 
accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the National Assembly resolves that the question of removing a person holding the office of Auditor-General from office under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) the Assembly shall, by resolution, appoint a tribunal 
which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the Assembly; (c) the Assembly shall consider the report of the tribunal at the first 
convenient sitting of the Assembly after it is received and may, upon such consideration, by resolution, remove the Auditor-General from office. (4) If the question of removing a person holding the office of Auditor-General from office has been referred to a tribunal under this 
section, the National Assembly may, by resolution, suspend that person from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the Assembly by resolution and shall in any case cease to have effect if, upon consideration of the report 
of the tribunal in accordance with the provisions of this section, the Assembly does not remove the Auditor-General from office.  (1) The law to be applied with respect to any pensions benefits that were granted to any person before the coming into operation of this Constitution 
shall be the law that was in force at the date on which those benefits were granted or any law in force at a later date that is not less favourable to that person. (2) The law to be applied with respect to any pensions benefits (not being benefits to which subsection (1) of this section 
applies) shall— (a) in so far as those benefits are wholly in respect of a period of service as a public officer that commenced before the date on which this Constitution comes into operation, be the law that was in force immediately before that date; and (b) in so far as those 
benefits are wholly or partly in respect of a period of service as a public officer that commenced after the date on which this Constitution comes into operation, be the law in force on the date on which that period of service commenced, or any law in force at a later date that is not 
less favourable to that person. (3) Where a person is entitled to exercise an option as to which of two or more laws shall apply in his case, the law for which he opts shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be more favourable to him than the other law or laws. (4) All 
pensions benefits shall (except to the extent to which under any law providing for the funding of pensions benefits they are a charge on a fund established by that law and have been duly paid out of that fund to the person or authority to whom payment is due) be a charge on the 
Consolidated Fund. (5) In this section "pensions benefits" means any pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like allowances for persons in respect of their service as public officers or as members of the armed forces or for the widows, children, dependants or personal 
representatives of such persons in respect of such service. (6) References in this section to the law with respect to pensions benefits include (without prejudice to their generality) references to the law regulating the circumstances in which such benefits may be granted or in which 
the grant of such benefits may be refused, the law regulating the circumstances in which any such benefits that have been granted may be withheld, reduced in amount or suspended and the law regulating the amount of any such benefits. (7) In this section references to service 
as a public officer include references to service as a public officer of the former Protectorate of Bechuanaland.(1) Where under any law any person or authority has a discretion— (a) to decide whether or not any pensions benefits shall be granted; or (b) to withhold, reduce in 
amount or suspend any such benefits that have been granted, those benefits shall be granted and may not be withheld, reduced in amount or suspended unless the appropriate Commission concurs in the refusal to grant the benefits or, as the case may be, in the decision to 
withhold them, reduce them in amount or suspend them. (2) Where the amount of any pensions benefits that may be granted to any person is not fixed by law, the amount of the benefits to be granted to him shall be the greatest amount for which he is eligible unless the appropriate 
Commission concurs in his being granted benefits of a smaller amount. (3) The appropriate Commission shall not concur under subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this section in action taken on the ground that any person who holds or has held the office of a judge of the Court 
of Appeal or of the High Court or the Auditor-General or Attorney-General has been guilty of misbehaviour unless he has been removed from office by reason of such misbehaviour. (4) In this section "the appropriate Commission" means— (a) in the case of benefits for which any 
person may be eligible in respect of the service in the public service of a person who, immediately before he ceased to be a public officer, was subject to the disciplinary control of the Judicial Service Commission or that have been granted in respect of such service, the Judicial 
Service Commission; (b) in any other case, the Public Service Commission. (5) In this section "pensions benefits" means any pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like allowances for persons in respect of their service as public officers (including service as public officers 
of the former Protectorate of Bechuanaland) or for the widows, children, dependants or personal representatives of such persons in respect of such service.All revenues or other moneys raised or received for the purposes of the Government of Botswana (not being revenues or 
other moneys that are payable by or under any law into some other fund established for a specific purpose or that may by or under any law be retained by the department of Government that received them for the purposes of defraying the expenses of that department) shall be 
paid into and form one Consolidated Fund.(1) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund except— (a) to meet expenditure that is charged upon the Fund by this Constitution or by any Act of Parliament; (b) where the issue of those moneys has been authorized 
by an Appropriation Act, by a supplementary estimate approved by resolution of the National Assembly or by a law enacted in pursuance of section 120 of this Constitution. (2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any public fund of Botswana other than the Consolidated Fund 
unless the issue of those moneys has been authorized by or under a law. (3) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund except in the manner prescribed by Parliament. (4) The deposit of any moneys forming part of the Consolidated Fund with a bank or with the 
Crown Agents for Overseas Governments and Administrations or the investment of any such moneys in securities in which, under the law for the time being in force in Botswana, trustees are authorized to invest, or the making of advances to such extent and in such circumstances 
as may be prescribed by Parliament, shall not be regarded as a withdrawal of those moneys from the Fund for the purposes of this section.(1) The Minister for the time being responsible for finance shall cause to be prepared and laid before the National Assembly, before or not 
later than 30 days after the commencement of each financial year, estimates of the revenues and expenditure of Botswana for that year. (2) The heads of expenditure contained in the estimates for a financial year (other than expenditure charged upon the Consolidated Fund by 
this Constitution or any other law) shall be included in a Bill to be known as an Appropriation Bill which shall be introduced into the Assembly to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet that expenditure and the appropriation of those sums 
for the purposes specified in the said Bill. (3) If in any financial year it is found— (a) that the amount appropriated by the Appropriation Act for the purposes included in any head of expenditure is insufficient or that a need has arisen for expenditure for a purpose for which no 
amount has been appropriated by the Appropriation Act; or (b) that any moneys have been expended on any head of expenditure in excess of the amount appropriated for the purposes included in that head by the Appropriation Act or for a purpose for which no amount has been 
appropriated by the Appropriation Act, a supplementary estimate showing the sums required or spent shall be laid before the National Assembly and the heads of expenditure shall be included in a supplementary Appropriation Bill, or in a motion or motions approving such 
expenditure, which shall be introduced or moved in the Assembly. (4) Where any supplementary expenditure has been approved in a financial year by a resolution of the National Assembly in accordance with the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, a supplementary 
Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in the National Assembly, not later than the end of the financial year next following, providing for the appropriation of the sums so approved.Parliament may make provision under which, if the Appropriation Act in respect of any financial year 
has not come into operation by the beginning of that financial year, the President may authorize the withdrawal of moneys from the Consolidated Fund for the purpose of meeting expenditure necessary to carry on the services of the Government until the expiration of four months 
from the beginning of that financial year or the coming into operation of the Appropriation Act, whichever is the earlier.(1) Parliament may make provision for the establishment of a Contingencies Fund and for authorizing the President, if satisfied that there has arisen an urgent 
and unforeseen need for expenditure for which no other provision exists, to make advances from that Fund to meet that need. (2) Where any advance is made from the Contingencies Fund, a supplementary estimate shall be laid before the National Assembly as soon as possible 
for the purpose of replacing the amount so advanced. (1) There shall be paid to the holders of the offices to which this section applies such salaries and such allowances as may be prescribed by Parliament. (2) The salaries and any allowances payable to the holders of the offices 
to which this section applies shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund.(3) The salary payable to the holder of any office to which this section applies and his terms of office, other than allowances, shall not be altered to his disadvantage after his appointment. (4) Where a 
person's salary or terms of office depend upon his option, the salary or terms for which he opts shall, for the purposes of subsection (3) of this section, be deemed to be more advantageous to him than any others for which he might have opted. (5) This section applies to the 
offices of judge of the Court of Appeal, judge of the High Court, member of the Public Service Commission, member of the Judicial Service Commission, member of the Delimitation Commission, Auditor-General and Attorney-General. (1) There shall be charged on the Consolidated 
Fund all debt charges for which Botswana is liable. (2) For the purposes of this section debt charges include interest, sinking fund charges, the repayment or amortization of debt, and all expenditure in connection with the raising of loans on the security of the revenues or the 
Consolidated Fund of the former Protectorate of Bechuanaland or Botswana, and the service and redemption of debt thereby created.  (1) There shall be an Auditor-General, whose office shall be a public office. (2) The public accounts of Botswana and of all officers, courts and 
authorities of the Government of Botswana shall be audited and reported on by the Auditor-General and for that purpose the Auditor-General or any person authorized by him in that behalf shall have access to all books, records, reports and other documents relating to those 
accounts: Provided that, if it is so provided by Parliament in the case of any body corporate directly established by law, the accounts of that body corporate shall be audited and reported on by such person as may be specified by or under that law. (3) The Auditor-General shall 
submit his reports to the Minister responsible for finance, who shall cause them to be laid before the National Assembly. (4) The Auditor-General shall perform such other duties and exercise such other powers in relation to the accounts of the Government or the accounts of other 
public authorities or other bodies as may be prescribed by or under any Act of Parliament. (5) In the exercise of his functions the Auditor-General shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority. (1) Any person who is appointed or elected to any 
office established by this Constitution may resign from that office by writing under his hand addressed to the person or authority by whom he was appointed or elected: Provided that in the case of a person who holds office as President his resignation from that office shall be 
addressed to the Chief Justice, in the case of a person who holds office as Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly his resignation from that office shall be addressed to the Assembly, in the case of an Elected or Specially Elected Member of the Assembly his 
resignation shall be addressed to the Speaker, and in the case of a Member of the House of Chiefs his resignation from that office shall be addressed to the Chairman of the House. (2) The resignation of any person from any office established by this Constitution shall take effect 
on the date or at the time indicated in the writing signifying the resignation or, if no such date or time is so indicated, at the time the writing is received by the person or authority to whom it is addressed or by any person authorized by that person or authority to receive it. (1) Where 
any person has vacated any office established by this Constitution, he may, if qualified, again be appointed or elected to hold that office in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. (2) Where a power is conferred by this Constitution upon any person to make any 
appointment to any office, a person may be appointed to that office notwithstanding that some other person may be holding that office, when that other person is on leave of absence pending the relinquishment of the office; and where two or more persons are holding the same 
office by reason of an appointment made in pursuance of this subsection, then, for the purposes of any function conferred upon the holder of that office, the person last appointed shall be deemed to be the sole holder of the office. 
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In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority and to Whom, as our final end, all actions both of men and States must be referred, We, the people of Éire, Humbly acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, Jesus Christ, Who sustained our fathers 
through centuries of trial, Gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to regain the rightful independence of our Nation, And seeking to promote the common good, with due observance of Prudence, Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the 
individual may be assured, true social order attained, the unity of our country restored, and concord established with other nations, Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution. The Irish nation hereby affirms its inalienable, indefeasible, and sovereign right to 
choose its own form of Government, to determine its relations with other nations, and to develop its life, political, economic and cultural, in accordance with its own genius and traditions. The national territory consists of the whole island of Ireland, its islands and the territorial seas. 
Pending the re-integration of the national territory, and without prejudice to the right of the Parliament and Government established by this Constitution to exercise jurisdiction over the whole of that territory, the laws enacted by that Parliament shall have the like area and extent 
of application as the laws of Saorstát Éireann and the like extra-territorial effect. The name of the State is Éire, or, in the English language, Ireland. Ireland is a sovereign, independent, democratic state. All powers of government, legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under 
God, from the people, whose right it is to designate the rulers of the State and, in final appeal, to decide all questions of national policy, according to the requirements of the common good. These powers of government are exercisable only by or on the authority of the organs of 
State established by this Constitution. The national flag is the tricolour of green, white and orange. The Irish language as the national language is the first official language. The English language is recognised as a second official language. Provision may, however, be made by 
law for the exclusive use of either of the said languages for any one or more official purposes, either throughout the State or in any part thereof. On the coming into operation of this Constitution any person who was a citizen of Saorstát Éireann immediately before the coming into 
operation of this Constitution shall become and be a citizen of Ireland. The future acquisition and loss of Irish nationality and citizenship shall be determined in accordance with law. No person may be excluded from Irish nationality and citizenship by reason of the sex of such 
person. Fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State are fundamental political duties of all citizens. All natural resources, including the air and all forms of potential energy, within the jurisdiction of the Parliament and Government established by this Constitution and all royalties 
and franchises within that jurisdiction belong to the State subject to all estates and interests therein for the time being lawfully vested in any person or body. All land and all mines, minerals and waters which belonged to Saorstát Éireann immediately before the coming into 
operation of this Constitution belong to the State to the same extent as they then belonged to Saorstát Éireann. Provision may be made by law for the management of the property which belongs to the State by virtue of this Article and for the control of the alienation, whether 
temporary or permanent, of that property. Provision may also be made by law for the management of land, mines, minerals and waters acquired by the State after the coming into operation of this Constitution and for the control of the alienation, whether temporary or permanent, 
of the land, mines, minerals and waters so acquired. All revenues of the State from whatever source arising shall, subject to such exception as may be provided by law, form one fund, and shall be appropriated for the purposes and in the manner and subject to the charges and 
liabilities determined and imposed by law. There shall be a President of Ireland (Uachtarán na hÉireann), hereinafter called the President, who shall take precedence over all other persons in the State and who shall exercise and perform the powers and functions conferred on 
the President by this Constitution and by law. The President shall be elected by direct vote of the people. Every citizen who has the right to vote at an election for members of Dáil Éireann shall have the right to vote at an election for President. The voting shall be by secret ballot 
and on the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote. The President shall hold office for seven years from the date upon which he enters upon his office, unless before the expiration of that period he dies, or resigns, or is removed from office, 
or becomes permanently incapacitated, such incapacity being established to the satisfaction of the Supreme Court consisting of not less than five judges. A person who holds, or who has held, office as President, shall be eligible for re-election to that office once, but only once. 
An election for the office of President shall be held not later than, and not earlier than the sixtieth day before, the date of the expiration of the term of office of every President, but in the event of the removal from office of the President or of his death, resignation, or permanent 
incapacity established as aforesaid, an election for the office of President shall be held within sixty days after such event. Every citizen who has reached his thirty-fifth year of age is eligible for election to the office of President. Every candidate for election, not a former or retiring 
President, must be nominated either by: i. not less than twenty persons, each of whom is at the time a member of one of the Houses of the Oireachtas, or ii. by the Councils of not less than four administrative Counties (including County Boroughs) as defined by law. No person 
and no such Council shall be entitled to subscribe to the nomination of more than one candidate in respect of the same election. Former or retiring Presidents may become candidates on their own nomination. Where only one candidate is nominated for the office of President it 
shall not be necessary to proceed to a ballot for his election. Subject to the provisions of this Article, elections for the office of President shall be regulated by law. The President shall not be a member of either House of the Oireachtas. If a member of either House of the Oireachtas 
be elected President, he shall be deemed to have vacated his seat in that House. The President shall not hold any other office or position of emolument. The first President shall enter upon his office as soon as may be after his election, and every subsequent President shall enter 
upon his office on the day following the expiration of the term of office of his predecessor or as soon as may be thereafter or, in the event of his predecessor’s removal from office, death, resignation, or permanent incapacity established as provided by section 3 hereof, as soon 
as may be after the election. The President shall enter upon his office by taking and subscribing publicly, in the presence of members of both Houses of the Oireachtas, of Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Court, and other public personages, the following declaration: 
"In the presence of Almighty God I ,do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will maintain the Constitution of Ireland and uphold its laws, that I will fulfil my duties faithfully and conscientiously in accordance with the Constitution and the law, and that I will dedicate my 
abilities to the service and welfare of the people of Ireland. May God direct and sustain me." The President shall not leave the State during his term of office save with the consent of the Government. The President may be impeached for stated misbehaviour. The charge shall be 
preferred by either of the Houses of the Oireachtas, subject to and in accordance with the provisions of this section. A proposal to either House of the Oireachtas to prefer a charge against the President under this section shall not be entertained unless upon a notice of motion in 
writing signed by not less than thirty members of that House.No such proposal shall be adopted by either of the Houses of the Oireachtas save upon a resolution of that House supported by not less than two-thirds of the total membership thereof. When a charge has been 
preferred by either House of the Oireachtas, the other House shall investigate the charge, or cause the charge to be investigated. The President shall have the right to appear and to be represented at the investigation of the charge. If, as a result of the investigation, a resolution 
be passed supported by not less than two-thirds of the total membership of the House of the Oireachtas by which the charge was investigated, or caused to be investigated, declaring that the charge preferred against the President has been sustained and that the misbehaviour, 
the subject of the charge, was such as to render him unfit to continue in office, such resolution shall operate to remove the President from his office. The President shall have an official residence in or near the City of Dublin. The President shall receive such emoluments and 
allowances as may be determined by law. The emoluments and allowances of the President shall not be diminished during his term of office. The President shall, on the nomination of Dáil Éireann, appoint the Taoiseach, that is, the head of the Government or Prime Minister. The 
President shall, on the nomination of the Taoiseach with the previous approval of Dáil Éireann, appoint the other members of the Government. The President shall, on the advice of the Taoiseach, accept the resignation or terminate the appointment of any member of the 
Government. Dáil Éireann shall be summoned and dissolved by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. The President may in his absolute discretion refuse to dissolve Dáil Éireann on the advice of a Taoiseach who has ceased to retain the support of a majority in Dáil 
Éireann. The President may at any time, after consultation with the Council of State, convene a meeting of either or both of the Houses of the Oireachtas. Every Bill passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas shall require the signature of the 
President for its enactment into law. The President shall promulgate every law made by the Oireachtas. The supreme command of the Defence Forces is hereby vested in the President. The exercise of the supreme command of the Defence Forces shall be regulated by law. All 
commissioned officers of the Defence Forces shall hold their commissions from the President. The right of pardon and the power to commute or remit punishment imposed by any court exercising criminal jurisdiction are hereby vested in the President, but such power of 
commutation or remission may also be conferred by law on other authorities. The President may, after consultation with the Council of State, communicate with the Houses of the Oireachtas by message or address on any matter of national or public importance. The President 
may, after consultation with the Council of State, address a message to the Nation at any time on any such matter. Every such message or address must, however, have received the approval of the Government. The President shall not be answerable to either House of the 
Oireachtas or to any court for the exercise and performance of the powers and functions of his office or for any act done or purporting to be done by him in the exercise and performance of these powers and functions. The behaviour of the President may, however, be brought 
under review in either of the Houses of the Oireachtas for the purposes of section 10 of Article 12 of this Constitution, or by any court, tribunal or body appointed or designated by either of the Houses of the Oireachtas for the investigation of a charge under section 10 of the said 
Article. The powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution shall be exercisable and performable by him only on the advice of the Government, save where it is provided by this Constitution that he shall act in his absolute discretion or after consultation with 
or in relation to the Council of State, or on the advice or nomination of, or on receipt of any other communication from, any other person or body. Subject to this Constitution, additional powers and functions may be conferred on the President by law. No power or function conferred 
on the President by law shall be exercisable or performable by him save only on the advice of the Government. In the event of the absence of the President, or his temporary incapacity, or his permanent incapacity established as provided by section 3 of Article 12 hereof, or in 
the event of his death, resignation, removal from office, or failure to exercise and perform the powers and functions of his office or any of them, or at any time at which the office of President may be vacant, the powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution 
shall be exercised and performed by a Commission constituted as provided in section 2 of this Article. The Commission shall consist of the following persons, namely, the Chief Justice, the Chairman of Dáil Éireann (An Ceann Comhairle), and the Chairman of Seanad Éireann. 
The President of the High Court shall act as a member of the Commission in the place of the Chief Justice on any occasion on which the office of Chief Justice is vacant or on which the Chief Justice is unable to act. The Deputy Chairman of Dáil Éireann shall act as a member of 
the Commission in the place of the Chairman of Dáil Éireann on any occasion on which the office of Chairman of Dáil Éireann is vacant or on which the said Chairman is unable to act. The Deputy Chairman of Seanad Éireann shall act as a member of the Commission in the 
place of the Chairman of Seanad Éireann on any occasion on which the office of Chairman of Seanad Éireann is vacant or on which the said Chairman is unable to act. The Commission may act by any two of their number and may act notwithstanding a vacancy in their 
membership. The Council of State may by a majority of its members make such provision as to them may seem meet for the exercise and performance of the powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution in any contingency which is not provided for by the 
foregoing provisions of this Article. The provisions of this Constitution which relate to the exercise and performance by the President of the powers and functions conferred on him by this Constitution shall subject to the subsequent provisions of this section apply to the exercise 
and performance of the said powers and functions under this Article. In the event of the failure of the President to exercise or perform any power or function which the President is by this Constitution required to exercise or perform within a specified time, the said power or function 
shall be exercised or performed under this Article, as soon as may be after the expiration of the time so specified. The National Parliament shall be called and known, and is in this Constitution generally referred to, as the Oireachtas. The Oireachtas shall consist of the President 
and two Houses, viz.: a House of Representatives to be called Dáil Éireann and a Senate to be called Seanad Éireann. The Houses of the Oireachtas shall sit in or near the City of Dublin or in such other place as they may from time to time determine. The sole and exclusive 
power of making laws for the State is hereby vested in the Oireachtas: no other legislative authority has power to make laws for the State. Provision may however be made by law for the creation or recognition of subordinate legislatures and for the powers and functions of these 
legislatures. The Oireachtas may provide for the establishment or recognition of functional or vocational councils representing branches of the social and economic life of the people. A law establishing or recognising any such council shall determine its rights, powers and duties, 
and its relation to the Oireachtas and to the Government. The Oireachtas shall not enact any law which is in any respect repugnant to this Constitution or any provision thereof. Every law enacted by the Oireachtas which is in any respect repugnant to this Constitution or to any 
provision thereof, shall, but to the extent only of such repugnancy, be invalid. The Oireachtas shall not declare acts to be infringements of the law which were not so at the date of their commission. The right to raise and maintain military or armed forces is vested exclusively in 
the Oireachtas. No military or armed force, other than a military or armed force raised and maintained by the Oireachtas, shall be raised or maintained for any purpose whatsoever. The Oireachtas shall hold at least one session every year. Sittings of each House of the Oireachtas 
shall be public. In cases of special emergency, however, either House may hold a private sitting with the assent of two-thirds of the members present. Each House of the Oireachtas shall elect from its members its own Chairman and Deputy Chairman, and shall prescribe their 
powers and duties. The remuneration of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of each House shall be determined by law. Each House shall make its own rules and standing orders, with power to attach penalties for their infringement, and shall have power to ensure freedom of 
debate, to protect its official documents and the private papers of its members, and to protect itself and its members against any person or persons interfering with, molesting or attempting to corrupt its members in the exercise of their duties. All questions in each House shall, 
save as otherwise provided by this Constitution, be determined by a majority of the votes of the members present and voting other than the Chairman or presiding member. The Chairman or presiding member shall have and exercise a casting vote in the case of an equality of 
votes. The number of members necessary to constitute a meeting of either House for the exercise of its powers shall be determined by its standing orders. All official reports and publications of the Oireachtas or of either House thereof and utterances made in either House 
wherever published shall be privileged.The members of each House of the Oireachtas shall, except in case of treason as defined in this Constitution, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest in going to and returning from, and while within the precincts of, either 
House, and shall not, in respect of any utterance in either House, be amenable to any court or any authority other than the House itself.No person may be at the same time a member of both Houses of the Oireachtas, and, if any person who is already a member of either House 
becomes a member of the other House, he shall forthwith be deemed to have vacated his first seat. The Oireachtas may make provision by law for the payment of allowances to the members of each House thereof in respect of their duties as public representatives and for the 
grant to them of free travelling and such other facilities (if any) in connection with those duties as the Oireachtas may determine. Every citizen without distinction of sex who has reached the age of twenty-one years, and who is not placed under disability or incapacity by this 
Constitution or by law, shall be eligible for membership of Dáil Éireann. Every citizen without distinction of sex who has reached the age of twenty-one years who is not disqualified by law and complies with the provisions of the law relating to the election of members of Dáil 
Éireann, shall have the right to vote at an election for members of Dáil Éireann. No law shall be enacted placing any citizen under disability or incapacity for membership of Dáil Éireann on the ground of sex or disqualifying any citizen or other person from voting at an election for 
members of Dáil Éireann on that ground. No voter may exercise more than one vote at an election for Dáil Éireann, and the voting shall be by secret ballot. Dáil Éireann shall be composed of members who represent constituencies determined by law. The number of members 
shall from time to time be fixed by law, but the total number of members of Dáil Éireann shall not be fixed at less than one member for each thirty thousand of the population, or at more than one member for each twenty thousand of the population. The ratio between the number 
of members to be elected at any time for each constituency and the population of each constituency, as ascertained at the last preceding census, shall, so far as it is practicable, be the same throughout the country. The Oireachtas shall revise the constituencies at least once in 
every twelve years, with due regard to changes in distribution of the population, but any alterations in the constituencies shall not take effect during the life of Dáil Éireann sitting when such revision is made. The members shall be elected on the system of proportional representation 
by means of the single transferable vote. No law shall be enacted whereby the number of members to be returned for any constituency shall be less than three.Dáil Éireann shall be summoned and dissolved as provided by section 2 of Article 13 of this Constitution. A general 
election for members of Dáil Éireann shall take place not later than thirty days after a dissolution of Dáil Éireann. Polling at every general election for Dáil Éireann shall as far as practicable take place on the same day throughout the country. Dáil Éireann shall meet within thirty 
days from that polling day. The same Dáil Éireann shall not continue for a longer period than seven years from the date of its first meeting: a shorter period may be fixed by law. Provision shall be made by law to enable the member of Dáil Éireann who is the Chairman immediately 
before a dissolution of Dáil Éireann to be deemed without any actual election to be elected a member of Dáil Éireann at the ensuing general election. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Article, elections for membership of Dáil Éireann, including the filling of casual vacancies, 
shall be regulated in accordance with law. As soon as possible after the presentation to Dáil Éireann under Article 28 of this Constitution of the Estimates of receipts and the Estimates of expenditure of the State for any financial year, Dáil Éireann shall consider such Estimates. 
Save in so far as may be provided by specific enactment in each case, the legislation required to give effect to the Financial Resolutions of each year shall be enacted within that year. Dáil Éireann shall not pass any vote or resolution, and no law shall be enacted, for the 
appropriation of revenue or other public moneys unless the purpose of the appropriation shall have been recommended to Dáil Éireann by a message from the Government signed by the Taoiseach. Seanad Éireann shall be composed of sixty members, of whom eleven shall be 
nominated members and forty-nine shall be elected members. A person to be eligible for membership of Seanad Éireann must be eligible to become a member of Dáil Éireann. The nominated members of Seanad Éireann shall be nominated by the Taoiseach with their prior 
consent. The elected members of Seanad Éireann shall be elected as follows:— i Three shall be elected by the National University of Ireland. ii Three shall be elected by the University of Dublin. iii Forty-three shall be elected from panels of candidates constituted as hereinafter 
provided. Every election of the elected members of Seanad Éireann shall be held on the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote, and by secret postal ballot. The members of Seanad Éireann to be elected by the Universities shall be elected 
on a franchise and in the manner to be provided by law. Before each general election of the members of Seanad Éireann to be elected from panels of candidates, five panels of candidates shall be formed in the manner provided by law containing respectively the names of 
persons having knowledge and practical experience of the following interests and services, namely:– i National Language and Culture, Literature, Art, Education and such professional interests as may be defined by law for the purpose of this panel; ii Agriculture and allied interests, 
and Fisheries; iii Labour, whether organised or unorganised; iv Industry and Commerce, including banking, finance, accountancy, engineering and architecture; v Public Administration and social services, including voluntary social activities. Not more than eleven and, subject to 
the provisions of Article 19 hereof, not less than five members of Seanad Éireann shall be elected from any one panel. A general election for Seanad Éireann shall take place not later than ninety days after a dissolution of Dáil Éireann, and the first meeting of Seanad Éireann 
after the general election shall take place on a day to be fixed by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. Every member of Seanad Éireann shall, unless he dies, resigns, or becomes disqualified, continue to hold office until the day before the polling day of the general 
election for Seanad Éireann next held after his election or nomination. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Article elections of the elected members of Seanad Éireann shall be regulated by law. Casual vacancies in the number of the nominated members of Seanad Éireann 
shall be filled by nomination by the Taoiseach with the prior consent of persons so nominated. Casual vacancies in the number of the elected members of Seanad Éireann shall be filled in the manner provided by law. Provision may be made by law for the direct election by any 
functional or vocational group or association or council of so many members of Seanad Éireann as may be fixed by such law in substitution for an equal number of the members to be elected from the corresponding panels of candidates constituted under Article 18 of this 
Constitution. Every Bill initiated in and passed by Dáil Éireann shall be sent to Seanad Éireann and may, unless it be a Money Bill, be amended in Seanad Éireann and Dáil Éireann shall consider any such amendment. A Bill other than a Money Bill may be initiated in Seanad 
Éireann, and if passed by Seanad Éireann, shall be introduced in Dáil Éireann. A Bill initiated in Seanad Éireann if amended in Dáil Éireann shall be considered as a Bill initiated in Dáil Éireann. A Bill passed by either House and accepted by the other House shall be deemed to 
have been passed by both Houses. Money Bills shall be initiated in Dáil Éireann only. Every Money Bill passed by Dáil Éireann shall be sent to Seanad Éireann for its recommendations. Every Money Bill sent to Seanad Éireann for its recommendations shall, at the expiration of 
a period not longer than twenty-one days after it shall have been sent to Seanad Éireann, be returned to Dáil Éireann, which may accept or reject all or any of the recommendations of Seanad Éireann. If such Money Bill is not returned by Seanad Éireann to Dáil Éireann within 
such twenty-one days or is returned within such twenty-one days with recommendations which Dáil Éireann does not accept, it shall be deemed to have been passed by both Houses at the expiration of the said twenty-one days. A Money Bill means a Bill which contains only 
provisions dealing with all or any of the following matters, namely, the imposition, repeal, remission, alteration or regulation of taxation; the imposition for the payment of debt or other financial purposes of charges on public moneys or the variation or repeal of any such charges; 
supply; the appropriation, receipt, custody, issue or audit of accounts of public money; the raising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment thereof; matters subordinate and incidental to these matters or any of them. In this definition the expressions "taxation", "public money" 
and "loan" respectively do not include any taxation, money or loan raised by local authorities or bodies for local purposes. The Chairman of Dáil Éireann shall certify any Bill which, in his opinion, is a Money Bill to be a Money Bill, and his certificate shall, subject to the subsequent 
provisions of this section, be final and conclusive. Seanad Éireann, by a resolution, passed at a sitting at which not less than thirty members are present, may request the President to refer the question whether the Bill is or is not a Money Bill to a Committee of Privileges. If the 
President after consultation with the Council of State decides to accede to the request he shall appoint a Committee of Privileges consisting of an equal number of members of Dáil Éireann and of Seanad Éireann and a Chairman who shall be a Judge of the Supreme Court: these 
appointments shall be made after consultation with the Council of State. In the case of an equality of votes but not otherwise the Chairman shall be entitled to vote. The President shall refer the question to the Committee of Privileges so appointed and the Committee shall report 
its decision thereon to the President within twenty-one days after the day on which the Bill was sent to Seanad Éireann. The decision of the Committee shall be final and conclusive. If the President after consultation with the Council of State decides not to accede to the request 
of Seanad Éireann, or if the Committee of Privileges fails to report within the time hereinbefore specified the certificate of the Chairman of Dáil Éireann shall stand confirmed. This Article applies to every Bill passed by Dáil Éireann and sent to Seanad Éireann other than a Money 
Bill or a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Éireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution. Whenever a Bill to which this Article applies is within the stated period defined in the next following sub-section either rejected by Seanad Éireann 
or passed by Seanad Éireann with amendments to which Dáil Éireann does not agree or is neither passed (with or without amendment) nor rejected by Seanad Éireann within the stated period, the Bill shall, if Dáil Éireann so resolves within one hundred and eighty days after the 
expiration of the stated period be deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas on the day on which the resolution is passed. The stated period is the period of ninety days commencing on the day on which the Bill is first sent by Dáil Éireann to Seanad Éireann 
or any longer period agreed upon in respect of the Bill by both Houses of the Oireachtas. The preceding section of this Article shall apply to a Bill which is initiated in and passed by Seanad Éireann, amended by Dáil Éireann, and accordingly deemed to have been initiated in Dáil 
Éireann. For the purpose of this application the stated period shall in relation to such a Bill commence on the day on which the Bill is first sent to Seanad Éireann after having been amended by Dáil Éireann. If and whenever on the passage by Dáil Éireann of any Bill, other than 
a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal to amend the Constitution, the Taoiseach certifies by messages in writing addressed to the President and to the Chairman of each House of the Oireachtas that, in the opinion of the Government, the Bill is urgent and immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace and security, or by reason of the existence of a public emergency, whether domestic or international, the time for the consideration of such Bill by Seanad Éireann shall, if Dáil Éireann so resolves and if the President, after 
consultation with the Council of State, concurs, be abridged to such period as shall be specified in the resolution. Where a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Éireann has been abridged under this Article is within the period specified in the resolution either 
rejected by Seanad Éireann or passed by Seanad Éireann with amendments or recommendations to which Dáil Éireann does not agree or is neither passed (with or without amendments or recommendations) nor rejected by Seanad Éireann within the period so specified the Bill 
shall be deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas at the expiration of that period. When a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Éireann has been abridged under this Article becomes law it shall remain in force for a period of ninety days 
from the date of its enactment and no longer unless, before the expiration of that period, both Houses shall have agreed that such law shall remain in force for a longer period and the longer period so agreed upon shall have been specified in resolutions passed by both Houses. 
As soon as any Bill, other than a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this Constitution, shall have been passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, the Taoiseach shall present it to the President for his signature 
and for promulgation by him as a law in accordance with the provisions of this Article. Save as otherwise provided by this Constitution, every Bill so presented to the President for his signature and for promulgation by him as a law shall be signed by the President not earlier than 
five and not later than seven days after the date on which the Bill shall have been presented to him. At the request of the Government, with the prior concurrence of Seanad Éireann, the President may sign any Bill the subject of such request on a date which is earlier than five 
days after such date as aforesaid. Every Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Éireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution shall be signed by the President on the day on which such Bill is presented to him for signature and promulgation 
as a law. Every Bill signed by the President under this Constitution shall become and be law as on and from the day on which the Bill shall have been so signed. Every Bill signed by the President shall come into operation on the day on which it is so signed unless the contrary 
intention appears. Every Bill so signed shall be promulgated by the President as a law by the publication by his direction of a notice in the Iris Oifigiúil stating that such Bill has become law. As soon as may be after the President has signed any Bill and promulgated it as a law, 
the signed text shall be enrolled for record in the office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court and such signed text shall be conclusive evidence as to the provisions of such law. An official translation of every law enacted by the Oireachtas in the Irish language shall be issued in 
the English language and an official translation of every law enacted by the Oireachtas in the English language shall be issued in the Irish language. This Article applies to any Bill passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas other than a Money Bill, 
or a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal to amend the Constitution, or a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Éireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution. The President may, after consultation with the Council of State, refer 
any Bill to which this Article applies to the Supreme Court for a decision on the question as to whether such Bill or any specified provision or provisions of such Bill is or are repugnant to this Constitution or to any provision thereof. Every such reference shall be made not later 
than four days after the date on which such Bill shall have been passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. The President shall not sign any Bill the subject of a reference to the Supreme Court under this Article pending the pronouncement of the 
decision of the Court. The Supreme Court consisting of not less than five judges shall consider every question referred to it by the President under this Article for a decision, and, having heard arguments by or on behalf of the Attorney General and by counsel assigned by the 
Court, shall pronounce its decision on such question in open court as soon as may be, and in any case not later than sixty days after the date of such reference. The decision of the majority of the judges of the Supreme Court shall, for the purposes of this Article, be the decision 
of the Court. In every case in which the Supreme Court decides that any provision of a Bill the subject of a reference to the Supreme Court under this Article is repugnant to this Constitution or to any provision thereof, the President shall decline to sign such Bill. In every other 
case the President shall sign the Bill as soon as may be after the date on which the decision of the Supreme Court shall have been pronounced. This Article applies to any Bill, other than a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this Constitution, 
which shall have been deemed, by virtue of Article 23 hereof, to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. A majority of the members of Seanad Éireann and not less than one-third of the members of Dáil Éireann may by a joint petition addressed to the President by 
them under this Article request the President to decline to sign and promulgate as a law any Bill to which this article applies on the ground that the Bill contains a proposal of such national importance that the will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained. Every such petition 
shall be in writing signed by the petitioners, shall contain a statement of the particular ground or grounds on which the request is based, and shall be presented to the President not later than four days after the date on which the Bill shall have been deemed to have been passed 
by both Houses of the Oireachtas. Upon receipt of a petition addressed to him under this Article, the President shall forthwith consider such petition and shall, after consultation with the Council of State, pronounce his decision thereon not later than ten days after the date on 
which the Bill to which such petition relates shall have been deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. In every case in which the President decides that a Bill the subject of a petition under this Article contains a proposal of such national importance that the 
will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained, he shall inform the Taoiseach and the Chairman of each House of the Oireachtas accordingly in writing under his hand and Seal and shall decline to sign and promulgate such Bill as a law unless and until the proposal shall have 
been approved either i by the people at a Referendum in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of Article 47 of this Constitution within a period of eighteen months from the date of the President’s decision, or ii by a resolution of Dáil Éireann passed within the said period 
after a dissolution and re-assembly of Dáil Éireann. Every such Bill which shall have been approved either by the people or by a resolution of Dáil Éireann in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section shall as soon as may be after such approval be presented to the 
President for his signature and promulgation by him as a law and the President shall thereupon sign the Bill and duly promulgate it as a law. In every case in which the President decides that a Bill the subject of a petition under this Article does not contain a proposal of such 
national importance that the will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained, he shall inform the Taoiseach and the Chairman of each House of the Oireachtas accordingly in writing under his hand and Seal, and such Bill shall be signed by the President not later than eleven 

days after the date on which the Bill shall have been deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas and shall be duly promulgated by him as a law. The Government shall consist of not less than seven and not more than fifteen members who shall be appointed 
by the President in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. The executive power of the State shall, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, be exercised by or on the authority of the Government. War shall not be declared and the State shall not participate in any 
war save with the assent of Dáil Éireann. In the case of actual invasion, however, the Government may take whatever steps they may consider necessary for the protection of the State, and Dáil Éireann if not sitting shall be summoned to meet at the earliest practicable date. 
Nothing in this Constitution shall be invoked to invalidate any law enacted by the Oireachtas which is expressed to be for the purpose of securing the public safety and the preservation of the State in time of war or armed rebellion, or to nullify any act done or purporting to be done 
in pursuance of any such law. The Government shall be responsible to Dáil Éireann. The Government shall meet and act as a collective authority, and shall be collectively responsible for the Departments of State administered by the members of the Government. The Government 
shall prepare Estimates of the Receipts and Estimates of the Expenditure of the State for each financial year, and shall present them to Dáil Éireann for consideration. The head of the Government, or Prime Minister, shall be called, and is in this Constitution referred to as, the 
Taoiseach. The Taoiseach shall keep the President generally informed on matters of domestic and international policy. The Taoiseach shall nominate a member of the Government to be the Tánaiste. The Tánaiste shall act for all purposes in the place of the Taoiseach if the 
Taoiseach should die, or become permanently incapacitated, until a new Taoiseach shall have been appointed. The Tánaiste shall also act for or in the place of the Taoiseach during the temporary absence of the Taoiseach. The Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the member of the 
Government who is in charge of the Department of Finance must be members of Dáil Éireann. The other members of the Government must be members of Dáil Éireann or Seanad Éireann, but not more than two may be members of Seanad Éireann. Every member of the 
Government shall have the right to attend and be heard in each House of the Oireachtas. The Taoiseach may resign from office at any time by placing his resignation in the hands of the President. Any other member of the Government may resign from office by placing his 
resignation in the hands of the Taoiseach for submission to the President. The President shall accept the resignation of a member of the Government, other than the Taoiseach, if so advised by the Taoiseach. The Taoiseach may at any time, for reasons which to him seem 
sufficient, request a member of the Government to resign; should the member concerned fail to comply with the request, his appointment shall be terminated by the President if the Taoiseach so advises.The Taoiseach shall resign from office upon his ceasing to retain the support 
of a majority in Dáil Éireann unless on his advice the President dissolves Dáil Éireann and on the reassembly of Dáil Éireann after the dissolution the Taoiseach secures the support of a majority in Dáil Éireann. If the Taoiseach at any time resigns from office the other members 
of the Government shall be deemed also to have resigned from office, but the Taoiseach and the other members of the Government shall continue to carry on their duties until their successors shall have been appointed. The members of the Government in office at the date of a 
dissolution of Dáil Éireann shall continue to hold office until their successors shall have been appointed. The following matters shall be regulated in accordance with law, namely, the organization of, and distribution of business amongst, Departments of State, the designation of 
members of the Government to be the Ministers in charge of the said Departments, the discharge of the functions of the office of a member of the Government during his temporary absence or incapacity, and the remuneration of the members of the Government. Ireland affirms 
its devotion to the ideal of peace and friendly co-operation amongst nations founded on international justice and morality. Ireland affirms its adherence to the principle of the pacific settlement of international disputes by international arbitration or judicial determination. Ireland 
accepts the generally recognised principles of international law as its rule of conduct in its relations with other States. The executive power of the State in or in connection with its external relations shall in accordance with Article 28 of this Constitution be exercised by or on the 
authority of the Government. For the purpose of the exercise of any executive function of the State in or in connection with its external relations, the Government may to such extent and subject to such conditions, if any, as may be determined by law, avail of or adopt any organ, 
instrument, or method of procedure used or adopted for the like purpose by the members of any group or league of nations with which the State is or becomes associated for the purpose of international co-operation in matters of common concern. Every international agreement 
to which the State becomes a party shall be laid before Dáil Éireann. The State shall not be bound by any international agreement involving a charge upon public funds unless the terms of the agreement shall have been approved by Dáil Éireann. This section shall not apply to 
agreements or conventions of a technical and adminstrative character. No international agreement shall be part of the domestic law of the State save as may be determined by the Oireachtas. There shall be an Attorney General who shall be the adviser of the Government in 
matters of law and legal opinion, and shall exercise and perform all such powers, functions and duties as are conferred or imposed on him by this Constitution or by law. The Attorney General shall be appointed by the President on the nomination of the Taoiseach. All crimes and 
offences prosecuted in any court constituted under Article 34 of this Constitution other than a court of summary jurisdiction shall be prosecuted in the name of the People and at the suit of the Attorney General or some other person authorised in accordance with law to act for that 
purpose. The Attorney General shall not be a member of the Government. The Attorney General may at any time resign from office by placing his resignation in the hands of the Taoiseach for submission to the President. The Taoiseach may, for reasons which to him seem 
sufficient, request the resignation of the Attorney General.In the event of failure to comply with the request, the appointment of the Attorney General shall be terminated by the President if the Taoiseach so advises. The Attorney General shall retire from office upon the resignation 
of the Taoiseach, but may continue to carry on his duties until the successor to the Taoiseach shall have been appointed. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Article, the office of Attorney General, including the remuneration to be paid to the holder of the office, shall be 
regulated by law. There shall be a Council of State to aid and counsel the President on all matters on which the President may consult the said Council in relation to the exercise and performance by him of such of his powers and functions as are by this Constitution expressed to 
be exercisable and performable after consultation with the Council of State, and to exercise such other functions as are conferred on the said Council by this Constitution. The Council of State shall consist of the following members: i. As ex-officio members: the Taoiseach, the 
Tánaiste, the Chief Justice, the President of the High Court, the Chairman of Dáil Éireann, the Chairman of Seanad Éireann, and the Attorney General. ii. Every person able and willing to act as a member of the Council of State who shall have held the office of President, or the 
office of Taoiseach, or the office of Chief Justice, or the office of President of the Executive Council of Saorstát Éireann. iii. Such other persons, if any, as may be appointed by the President under this Article to be members of the Council of State. The President may at any time 
and from time to time by warrant under his hand and Seal appoint such other persons as, in his absolute discretion, he may think fit, to be members of the Council of State, but not more than seven persons so appointed shall be members of the Council of State at the same time. 
Every member of the Council of State shall at the first meeting thereof which he attends as a member take and subscribe a declaration in the following form: "In the presence of Almighty God I, , do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will faithfully and conscientiously 
fulfil my duties as a member of the Council of State." Every member of the Council of State appointed by the President, unless he dies, resigns, becomes permanently incapacitated, or is removed from office, shall hold office until the successor of the President by whom he was 
appointed shall have entered upon his office. Any member of the Council of State appointed by the President may resign from office by placing his resignation in the hands of the President. The President may, for reasons which to him seem sufficient, by an order under his hand 
and Seal, terminate the appointment of any member of the Council of State appointed by him. Meetings of the Council of State may be convened by the President at such times and places as he shall determine. The President shall not exercise or perform any of the powers or 
functions which are by this Constitution expressed to be exercisable or performable by him after consultation with the Council of State unless, and on every occasion before so doing, he shall have convened a meeting of the Council of State and the members present at such 
meeting shall have been heard by him. There shall be a Comptroller and Auditor General to control on behalf of the State all disbursements and to audit all accounts of moneys administered by or under the authority of the Oireachtas. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall 
be appointed by the President on the nomination of Dáil Éireann. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall not be a member of either House of the Oireachtas and shall not hold any other office or position of emolument. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall report to Dáil 
Éireann at stated periods as determined by law. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall not be removed from office except for stated misbehaviour or incapacity, and then only upon resolutions passed by Dáil Éireann and by Seanad Éireann calling for his removal. The 
Taoiseach shall duly notify the President of any such resolutions as aforesaid passed by Dáil Éireann and by Seanad Éireann and shall send him a copy of each such resolution certified by the Chairman of the House of the Oireachtas by which it shall have been passed. Upon 
receipt of such notification and of copies of such resolutions, the President shall forthwith, by an order under his hand and Seal, remove the Comptroller and Auditor General from office.Subject to the foregoing, the terms and conditions of the office of Comptroller and Auditor 
General shall be determined by law. Justice shall be administered in public courts established by law by judges appointed in the manner provided by this Constitution. The Courts shall comprise Courts of First Instance and a Court of Final Appeal. The Courts of First Instance 
shall include a High Court invested with full original jurisdiction in and power to determine all matters and questions whether of law or fact, civil or criminal. The jurisdiction of the High Court shall extend to the question of the validity of any law having regard to the provisions of this 
Constitution, and in all cases in which any such matter shall come into question the High Court alone shall exercise original jurisdiction. The Courts of First Instance shall also include Courts of local and limited jurisdiction with a right of appeal as determined by law. The Court of 
Final Appeal shall be called the Supreme Court. The president of the Supreme Court shall be called the Chief Justice. The Supreme Court shall, with such exceptions and subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by law, have appellate jurisdiction from all decisions of 
the High Court, and shall also have appellate jurisdiction from such decisions of other courts as may be prescribed by law. No law shall be enacted excepting from the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court cases which involve questions as to the validity of any law having 
regard to the provisions of this Constitution. The decision of the Supreme Court shall in all cases be final and conclusive. Every person appointed a judge under this Constitution shall make and subscribe the following declaration: "In the presence of Almighty God I, , do solemnly 
and sincerely promise and declare that I will duly and faithfully and to the best of my knowledge and power execute the office of Chief Justice (or as the case may be) without fear or favour, affection or ill-will towards any man, and that I will uphold the Constitution and the laws. 
May God direct and sustain me." This declaration shall be made and subscribed by the Chief Justice in the presence of the President, and by each of the other judges of the Supreme Court, the judges of the High Court and the judges of every other Court in the presence of the 
Chief Justice or the senior available judge of the Supreme Court in open court. The declaration shall be made and subscribed by every judge before entering upon his duties as such judge, and in any case not later than ten days after the date of his appointment or such later date 
as may be determined by the President. Any judge who declines or neglects to make such declaration as aforesaid shall be deemed to have vacated his office. The judges of the Supreme Court, the High Court and all other Courts established in pursuance of Article 34 hereof 
shall be appointed by the President. All judges shall be independent in the exercise of their judicial functions and subject only to this Constitution and the law. No judge shall be eligible to be a member of either House of the Oireachtas or to hold any other office or position of 
emolument. A judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court shall not be removed from office except for stated misbehaviour or incapacity, and then only upon resolutions passed by Dáil Éireann and by Seanad Éireann calling for his removal. The Taoiseach shall duly notify the 
President of any such resolutions passed by Dáil Éireann and by Seanad Éireann, and shall send him a copy of every such resolution certified by the Chairman of the House of the Oireachtas by which it shall have been passed. Upon receipt of such notification and of copies of 
such resolutions, the President shall forthwith, by an order under his hand and Seal, remove from office the judge to whom they relate. The remuneration of a judge shall not be reduced during his continuance in office. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Constitution relating 
to the Courts, the following matters shall be regulated in accordance with law, that is to say: i. the number of judges of the Supreme Court, and of the High Court, the remuneration, age of retirement and pensions of such judges, ii. the number of the judges of all other Courts, and 
their terms of appointment, and iii. the constitution and organization of the said Courts, the distribution of jurisdiction and business among the said Courts and judges, and all matters of procedure. Nothing in this Constitution shall operate to invalidate the exercise of limited 
functions and powers of a judicial nature, in matters other than criminal matters, by any person or body of persons duly authorised by law to exercise such functions and powers, notwithstanding that such person or such body of persons is not a judge or a court appointed or 
established as such under this Constitution. No person shall be tried on any criminal charge save in due course of law. Minor offences may be tried by courts of summary jurisdiction. Special courts may be established by law for the trial of offences in cases where it may be 
determined in accordance with such law that the ordinary courts are inadequate to secure the effective administration of justice, and the preservation of public peace and order. The constitution, powers, jurisdiction and procedure of such special courts shall be prescribed by law. 
Military tribunals may be established for the trial of offences against military law alleged to have been committed by persons while subject to military law and also to deal with a state of war or armed rebellion. A member of the Defence Forces not on active service shall not be 
tried by any courtmartial or other military tribunal for an offence cognisable by the civil courts unless such offence is within the jurisdiction of any courtmartial or other military tribunal under any law for the enforcement of military discipline. Save in the case of the trial of offences 
under section 2, section 3 or section 4 of this Article no person shall be tried on any criminal charge without a jury. The provisions of Articles 34 and 35 of this Constitution shall not apply to any court or tribunal set up under section 3 or section 4 of this Article. Treason shall consist 
only in levying war against the State, or assisting any State or person or inciting or conspiring with any person to levy war against the State, or attempting by force of arms or other violent means to overthrow the organs of government established by this Constitution, or taking 
part or being concerned in or inciting or conspiring with any person to make or to take part or be concerned in any such attempt. All citizens shall, as human persons, be held equal before the law. This shall not be held to mean that the State shall not in its enactments have due 
regard to differences of capacity, physical and moral, and of social function. Titles of nobility shall not be conferred by the State. No title of nobility or of honour may be accepted by any citizen except with the prior approval of the Government. The State guarantees in its laws to 
respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws to defend and vindicate the personal rights of the citizen. The State shall, in particular, by its laws protect as best it may from unjust attack and, in the case of injustice done, vindicate the life, person, good name, and property rights 
of every citizen. No citizen shall be deprived of his personal liberty save in accordance with law.Upon complaint being made by or on behalf of any person that he is being unlawfully detained, the High Court and any and every judge thereof shall forthwith enquire into the same 
and may make an order requiring the person in whose custody such person shall be detained to produce the body of the person so detained before such court or judge without delay and to certify in writing as to the cause of the detention, and such Court or judge shall thereupon 
order the release of such person unless satisfied that he is being detained in accordance with the law. Nothing in this section, however, shall be invoked to prohibit, control, or interfere with any act of the Defence Forces during the existence of a state of war or armed rebellion. 
The dwelling of every citizen is inviolable and shall not be forcibly entered save in accordance with law. The State guarantees liberty for the exercise of the following rights, subject to public order and morality: i. The right of the citizens to express freely their convictions and 
opinions. The education of public opinion being, however, a matter of such grave import to the common good, the State shall endeavour to ensure that organs of public opinion, such as the radio, the press, the cinema, while preserving their rightful liberty of expression, including 
criticism of Government policy, shall not be used to undermine public order or morality or the authority of the State. The publication or utterance of blasphemous, seditious, or indecent matter is an offence which shall be punishable in accordance with law. ii. The right of the citizens 
to assemble peaceably and without arms.Provision may be made by law to prevent or control meetings which are determined in accordance with law to be calculated to cause a breach of the peace or to be a danger or nuisance to the general public and to prevent or control 
meetings in the vicinity of either House of the Oireachtas. iii. The right of the citizens to form associations and unions.Laws, however, may be enacted for the regulation and control in the public interest of the exercise of the foregoing right. Laws regulating the manner in which the 
right of forming associations and unions and the right of free assembly may be exercised shall contain no political, religious or class discrimination. The State recognises the Family as the natural primary and fundamental unit group of Society, and as a moral institution possessing 
inalienable and imprescriptible rights, antecedent and superior to all positive law. The State, therefore, guarantees to protect the Family in its constitution and authority, as the necessary basis of social order and as indispensable to the welfare of the Nation and the State. In 
particular, the State recognises that by her life within the home, woman gives to the State a support without which the common good cannot be achieved. The State shall, therefore, endeavour to ensure that mothers shall not be obliged by economic necessity to engage in labour 
to the neglect of their duties in the home. The State pledges itself to guard with special care the institution of Marriage, on which the Family is founded, and to protect it against attack. No law shall be enacted providing for the grant of a dissolution of marriage. No person whose 
marriage has been dissolved under the civil law of any other State but is a subsisting valid marriage under the law for the time being in force within the jurisdiction of the Government and Parliament established by this Constitution shall be capable of contracting a valid marriage 
within that jurisdiction during the lifetime of the other party to the marriage so dissolved. The State acknowledges that the primary and natural educator of the child is the Family and guarantees to respect the inalienable right and duty of parents to provide, according to their means, 
for the religious and moral, intellectual, physical and social education of their children. Parents shall be free to provide this education in their homes or in private schools or in schools recognised or established by the State. The State shall not oblige parents in violation of their 
conscience and lawful preference to send their children to schools established by the State, or to any particular type of school designated by the State. The State shall, however, as guardian of the common good, require in view of actual conditions that the children receive a 
certain minimum education, moral, intellectual and social. The State shall provide for free primary education and shall endeavour to supplement and give reasonable aid to private and corporate educational initiative, and, when the public good requires it, provide other educational 
facilities or institutions with due regard, however, for the rights of parents, especially in the matter of religious and moral formation. In exceptional cases, where the parents for physical or moral reasons fail in their duty towards their children, the State as guardian of the common 
good, by appropriate means shall endeavour to supply the place of the parents, but always with due regard for the natural and imprescriptible rights of the child. The State acknowledges that man, in virtue of his rational being, has the natural right, antecedent to positive law, to 
the private ownership of external goods. The State accordingly guarantees to pass no law attempting to abolish the right of private ownership or the general right to transfer, bequeath, and inherit property. The State recognises, however, that the exercise of the rights mentioned 
in the foregoing provisions of this Article ought, in civil society, to be regulated by the principles of social justice. The State, accordingly, may as occasion requires delimit by law the exercise of the said rights with a view to reconciling their exercise with the exigencies of the 
common good.The State acknowledges that the homage of public worship is due to Almighty God. It shall hold His Name in reverence, and shall respect and honour religion. The State recognises the special position of the Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman Church as the 
guardian of the Faith professed by the great majority of the citizens.The State also recognises the Church of Ireland, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Methodist Church in Ireland, the Religious Society of Friends in Ireland, as well as the Jewish Congregations and the other 
religious denominations existing in Ireland at the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution. Freedom of conscience and the free profession and practice of religion are, subject to public order and morality, guaranteed to every citizen. The State guarantees not to endow 
any religion. The State shall not impose any disabilities or make any discrimination on the ground of religious profession, belief or status. Legislation providing State aid for schools shall not discriminate between schools under the management of different religious denominations, 
nor be such as to affect prejudicially the right of any child to attend a school receiving public money without attending religious instruction at that school. Every religious denomination shall have the right to manage its own affairs, own, acquire and administer property, movable 
and immovable, and maintain institutions for religious or charitable purposes. The property of any religious denomination or any educational institution shall not be diverted save for necessary works of public utility and on payment of compensation. The principles of social policy 
set forth in this Article are intended for the general guidance of the Oireachtas. The application of those principles in the making of laws sall be the care of the Oireachtas exclusively, and shall not be cognisable by any Court under any of the provisions of this Constitution. The 
State shall strive to promote the welfare of the whole people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice and charity shall inform all the institutions of the national life. The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing: i. That the 
citizens (all of whom, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood) may through their occupations find the means of making reasonable provision for their domestic needs. ii. That the ownership and control of the material resources of the community 
may be so distributed amongst private individuals and the various classes as best to subserve the common good. iii. That, especially, the operation of free competition shall not be allowed so to develop as to result in the concentration of the ownership or control of essential 
commodities in a few individuals to the common detriment. iv. That in what pertains to the control of credit the constant and predominant aim shall be the welfare of the people as a whole. v. That there may be established on the land in economic security as many families as in 
the circumstances shall be practicable. The State shall favour and, where necessary, supplement private initiative in industry and commerce. The State shall endeavour to secure that private enterprise shall be so conducted as to ensure reasonable efficiency in the production 
and distribution of goods and as to protect the public against unjust exploitation. The State pledges itself to safeguard with especial care the economic interests of the weaker sections of the community, and, where necessary, to contribute to the support of the infirm, the widow, 
the orphan, and the aged. The State shall endeavour to ensure that the strength and health of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children shall not be abused and that citizens shall not be forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their sex, age 
or strength. Any provision of this Constitution may be amended, whether by way of variation, addition, or repeal, in the manner provided by this Article. Every proposal for an amendment of this Constitution shall be initiated in Dáil Éireann as a Bill, and shall upon having been 
passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, be submitted by Referendum to the decision of the people in accordance with the law for the time being in force relating to the Referendum. Every such Bill shall be expressed to be "An Act to amend the 
Constitution". A Bill containing a proposal or proposals for the amendment of this Constitution shall not contain any other proposal. A Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this Constitution shall be signed by the President forthwith upon his being satisfied that the 
provisions of this Article have been complied with in respect thereof and that such proposal has been duly approved by the people in accordance with the provisions of section 1 of Article 47 of this Constitution and shall be duly promulgated by the President as a law. Every 
proposal for an amendment of this Constitution which is submitted by Referendum to the decision of the people shall, for the purpose of Article 46 of this Constitution, be held to have been approved by the people, if, upon having been so submitted, a majority of the votes cast at 
such Referendum shall have been cast in favour of its enactment into law. Every Bill and every proposal, other than a proposal to amend the Constitution, which is submitted by Referendum to the decision of the people shall be held to have been vetoed by the people if a majority 
of the votes cast at such Referendum shall have been cast against its enactment into law and if the votes so cast against its enactment into law shall have amounted to not less than thirty-three and one-third per cent. of the voters on the register. Every Bill and every proposal, 
other than a proposal to amend the Constitution, which is submitted by Referendum to the decision of the people shall for the purposes of Article 27 hereof be held to have been approved by the people unless vetoed by them in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing 
sub-section of this section. Every citizen who has the right to vote at an election for members of Dáil Éireann shall have the right to vote at a Referendum. Subject as aforesaid, the Referendum shall be regulated by law. The Constitution of Saorstát Éireann in force immediately 
prior to the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and the Constitution of the Irish Free State (Saorstát Éireann) Act, 1922, in so far as that Act or any provision thereof is then in force shall be and are hereby repealed as on and from that date. All powers, functions, 
rights and prerogatives whatsoever exercisable in or in respect of Saorstát Éireann immediately before the 11th day of December, 1936, whether in virtue of the Constitution then in force or otherwise, by the authority in which the executive power of Saorstát Éireann was then 
vested are hereby declared to belong to the people. It is hereby enacted that, save to the extent to which provision is made by this Constitution or may hereafter be made by law for the exercise of any such power, function, right or prerogative by any of the organs established by 
this Constitution, the said powers, functions, rights and prerogatives shall not be exercised or be capable of being exercised in or in respect of the State save only by or on the authority of the Government. The Government shall be the successors of the Government of Saorstát 
Éireann as regards all property, assets, rights and liabilities. Subject to this Constitution and to the extent to which they are not inconsistent therewith, the laws in force in Saorstát Éireann immediately prior to the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution shall continue 
to be of full force and effect until the same or any of them shall have been repealed or amended by enactment of the Oireachtas. Laws enacted before, but expressed to come into force after, the coming into operation of this Constitution, shall, unless otherwise enacted by the 
Oireachtas, come into force in accordance with the terms thereof. Notwithstanding anything contained in Article 46 hereof, any of the provisions of this Constitution, except the provisions of the said Article 46 and this Article, may, subject as hereinafter provided, be amended by 
the Oireachtas, whether by way of variation, addition or repeal, within a period of three years after the date on which the first President shall have entered upon the office. A proposal for the amendment of this Constitution under this Article shall not be enacted into law if, prior to 
such enactment, the President, after consultation with the Council of State, shall have signified in a message under his hand and Seal addressed to the Chairman of each of the Houses of the Oireachtas that the proposal is in his opinion a proposal to effect an amendment of 
such a character and importance that the will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained by Referendum before its enactment into law. The foregoing provisions of this Article shall cease to have the force of law immediately upon the expiration of the period of three years 
referred to in section 1 hereof. This Article shall be omitted from every official text of this Constitution published after the expiration of the said period. This Article and subsequent Articles shall be omitted from every official text of this Constitution published after the date on which 
the first President shall have entered upon his office. Every Article of this Constitution which is hereafter omitted in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this Article from the official text of this Constitution shall notwithstanding such omission continue to have the force of 
law. On the coming into operation of this Constitution a general election for Seanad Éireann shall be held in accordance with the relevant Articles of this Constitution as if a dissolution of Dáil Éireann had taken place on the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution. 
For the purposes of this Article references in the relevant provisions of this Constitution to a dissolution of Dáil Éireann shall be construed as referring to the coming into operation of this Constitution, and in those provisions the expression "Dáil Éireann" shall include the Chamber 
of Deputies (Dáil Éireann) established by the Constitution hereby repealed. The first assembly of Seanad Éireann shall take place not later than one hundred and eighty days after the coming into operation of this Constitution. The Chamber of Deputies (Dáil Éireann) established 
by the Constitution hereby repealed and existing immediately before that repeal shall, on the coming into operation of this Constitution, become and be Dáil Éireann for all the purposes of this Constitution. Every person who is a member of the said Chamber of Deputies (Dáil 
Éireann) immediately before the said repeal shall, on the coming into operation of this Constitution, become and be a member of Dáil Éireann as if he had been elected to be such member at an election held under this Constitution. The member of the said Chamber of Deputies 
(Dáil Éireann) who is immediately before the said repeal Ceann Comhairle shall upon the coming into operation of this Constitution become and be the Chairman of Dáil Éireann. After the coming into operation of this Constitution and until the first assembly of Seanad Éireann, 
the Oireachtas shall consist of one House only. The House forming the Oireachtas under this Article shall be Dáil Éireann. Until the first President enters upon his office, the Oireachtas shall be complete and capable of functioning notwithstanding that there is no President. Until 
the first President enters upon his office, bills passed or deemed to have been passed by the House or by both Houses of the Oireachtas shall be signed and promulgated by the Commission hereinafter mentioned instead of by the President. On the coming into operation of this 
Constitution, the Government in office immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall become and be the Government for the purposes of this Constitution and the members of that Government shall without any appointment under Article 13 hereof, continue 
to hold their respective offices as if they had been appointed thereto under the said Article 13. The members of the Government in office on the date on which the first President shall enter upon his office shall receive official appointments from the President as soon as may be 
after the said date. The Departments of State of Saorstát Éireann shall as on and from the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and until otherwise determined by law become and be the Departments of State. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the 
Civil Service of the Government of Saorstát Éireann shall become and be the Civil Service of the Government. Nothing in this Constitution shall prejudice or affect the terms, conditions, remuneration or tenure of any person who was in any Governmental employment immediately 
prior to the coming into operation of this Constitution. The first President shall enter upon his office not later than one hundred and eighty days after the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution. After the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and pending 
the entry of the first President upon his office the powers and functions of the President under this Constitution shall be exercised by a Commission consisting of the following persons, namely, the Chief Justice, the President of the High Court, and the Chairman of Dáil Éireann. 
Whenever the Commission is incomplete by reason of a vacancy in an office the holder of which is a member of the Commission, the Commission shall, during such vacancy, be completed by the substitution of the senior judge of the Supreme Court who is not already a member 
of the Commission in the place of the holder of such office, and likewise in the event of any member of the Commission being, on any occasion, unable to act, his place shall be taken on that occasion by the senior judge of the Supreme Court who is available and is not already 
a member, or acting in the place of a member, of the Commission. The Commission may act by any two of their number. The provisions of this Constitution which relate to the exercise and performance by the President of the powers and functions conferred on him by this 
Constitution shall apply to the exercise and performance of the said powers and functions by the said Commission in like manner as those provisions apply to the exercise and performance of the said powers and functions by the President. On and after the coming into operation 
of this Constitution and until otherwise determined by law, the Supreme Court of Justice, the High Court of Justice, the Circuit Court of Justice and the District Court of Justice in existence immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall, subject to the 
provisions of this Constitution relating to the determination of questions as to the validity of any law, continue to exercise the same jurisdictions respectively as theretofore, and any judge or justice being a member of any such Court shall, subject to compliance with the subsequent 
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provisions of this Article, continue to be a member thereof and shall hold office by the like tenure and on the like terms as theretofore unless he signifies to the Taoiseach his desire to resign. Every such judge and justice who shall not have so signified his desire to resign shall 
make and subscribe the declaration set forth in section 5 of Article 34 of this Constitution. This declaration shall be made and subscribed by the Chief Justice in the presence of the Taoiseach, and by each of the other judges of the said Supreme Court, the judges of the said High 
Court and the judges of the said Circuit Court in the presence of the Chief Justice in open court. In the case of the justices of the said District Court the declaration shall be made and subscribed in open court. Every such declaration shall be made immediately upon the coming 
into operation of this Constitution, or as soon as may be thereafter. Any such judge or justice who declines or neglects to make such declaration in the manner aforesaid shall be deemed to have vacated his office. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the person who 
is the Attorney General of Saorstát Éireann immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall, without any appointment under Article 30 of this Constitution, become and be the Attorney General as if he had been appointed to that office under the said Article 
30. On the coming into operation of this Constitution the person who is the Comptroller and Auditor General of Saorstát Éireann immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall, without any appointment under Article 33 of this Constitution, become and be 
the Comptroller and Auditor General as if he had been appointed to that office under the said Article 33. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the Defence Forces and the Police Forces of Saorstát Éireann in existence immediately before the coming into operation of 
this Constitution shall become and be respectively the Defence Forces and the Police Forces of the State. Every commissioned officer of the Defence Forces of Saorstát Éireann immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall become and be a commissioned 
officer of corresponding rank of the Defence Forces of the State as if he had received a commission therein under Article 13 of this Constitution. Every officer of the Defence Forces of the State at the date on which the first President enters upon his office shall receive a commission 
from the President as soon as may be after that date. This Constitution shall come into operation i. on the day following the expiration of a period of one hundred and eighty days after its approval by the people signified by a majority of the votes cast at a plebiscite thereon held 
in accordance with law, or, ii. on such earlier day after such approval as may be fixed by a resolution of Dáil Éireann elected at the general election the polling for which shall have taken place on the same day as the said plebiscite. A copy of this Constitution signed by the 
Taoiseach, the Chief Justice, and the Chairman of Dáil Éireann, shall be enrolled for record in the office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court, and such signed copy shall be conclusive evidence of the provisions of this Constitution. In case of conflict between the Irish and the 
English texts, the Irish text shall prevail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the 
most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 
be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall 
be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence 
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. When vacancies happen in the Representation 
from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. The 
Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of 
the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth 
Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the 
Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fi ll such Vacancies. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine 
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, 
unless they be equally divided. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The Senate 
shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted 
without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under 
the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of choosing Senators. The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority 
of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House 
may provide. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and 
from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered 
on the Journal. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The Senators and 
Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged 
from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. No Senator 
or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during 
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate 
may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he 
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration 
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But 
in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be 
returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in 
which Case it shall not be a Law. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President 
of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations 
prescribed in the Case of a Bill. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, 
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; To 
establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures; 
To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States; To establish Post Offices and post Roads; To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 
Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries; To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences 
against the Law of Nations; To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a 
longer Term than two Years; To provide and maintain a Navy; To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 
Insurrections and repel Invasions; To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the 
Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as 
may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State 
in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;—And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and 
all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas 
Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in 
Proportion to the Census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of 
one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; 
and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or 
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or 
Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation 
of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the 
net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.B No State 
shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually 
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which 
the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the 
Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. The 
President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other 
Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:—"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of 
the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the 
several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective 
Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and 
all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think 
proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall 
expire at the End of their next Session. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, 
on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive 
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall 
be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts 
as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, 
which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;—to 
Controversies between two or more States;— between a State and Citizens of another State,—between Citizens of different States,—between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between 
a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original 
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all 
Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or 
Places as the Congress may by Law have directed. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of 
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of 
Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws 
prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. A Person 
charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or 
Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction 
of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power to 
dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, 
or of any particular State. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened), against domestic Violence. The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand 
eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. All Debts contracted 
and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United 
States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Ratification 
of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, The 
Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the" being interlined between 
the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page. Attest William Jackson Secretary done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 
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Deconstructing the constitutions into individual words allows some exploration of 
the actions, figures, frames and spatial relationships in the democratic mechanism. 
These groups of words starts to reveal the system behind the democratic structure. 
The nouns includes the role, the place and power structure within a governmental 
framework, which are the requiring persons of the democratic operation and 
certain programs within the democratic process; The verbs describe the electing 
different groups of delegates, and the execution of power in individual roles or 
collective decision making; the prepositions depict the hierarchy and relationships 
of the roles and spaces, which show the passing and using of power within a certain  
order.

ADD (v.), ADHERE (v.), ADMINISTER (n.), AFFIRM (v.), AFTER (prep.), 
AGAINST (prep.), ALTER (v.), AMEND (v.), AMONG (prep.), APPLY (v.), 
APPOINT (v.), APPORTION (v.), ARM (v.), ASSEMBLE (v.), ASSEMBLY (n.), 
ASSISTANT (n.), ATTORNEY (n.), AUDITOR (n.), AUTHORITY (n.), BECOME 
(v.), BEFORE (prep.), BETWEEEN (prep.), BIND (v.), BODY (n.), BOUND (v.), 
BY (prep.), CAST (v.), CHIEF (n.), CHOOSE (v.), CITIZEN (n.), COLLECT (v.), 
COLONY (n.), COMMISSION (n.), COMMITEE (n.), COMMONWEALTH (n.), 
COMPOSE (v.), COMPTROLLER (n.), CONCUR (v.), CONGRESS (n.), CONSIST 
(v.), CONTAIN (v.), CONTUNUE (v.), CONSTITUTE (v.), CONVENE (v.), 
COUNCIL (n.), COURT (n.), CREATE (v.), DAIL EIREANN (n.), DEPARTMENT 
(n.), DEPRIVE (v.), DEVELOP (v.), DIMINISH (v.), DISAPPROVE (v.), DISSOLVE 
(v.), DIVIDE (v.), ELECT (v.), ELECTION (n.), ELECTOR (n.), ELECTORATE 
(n.), ENTER (v.), ESTABLISH (v.), EXCEED (v.), EXCEPT (prep.), EXCLUDE (v.), 
EXIST (v.), EXPRESS (v.), EXTEND (v.), FAMILY (n.), FOLLOW (v.), FOR (prep.), 
FORM (n.), FORM (v.), FROM (prep.), GENERAL (n.), GOVERNMENT (n.), 
HEREBY (prep.), HOLD (v.), HOUSE (n.), IMPORT (v.), IMPOSE (v.), IN (prep.), 
INCLUDE (v.), INCREASE (v.), INDIVIDUAL (n.), INFORM (v.), INHABITANT 
(n.), INTO (prep.), INVADE (v.), JUDGE (n.),  JURY (n.), LAY (v.), MAINTAIN 
(v.), MAJORITY (n.), MEET (v.), MEMBER (n.), MIGRATE (v.), MINISTER (n.), 
MILITARY (n.), NATION (n.), OF (prep.), OBJEECT (v.), OFFICE (n.), OFFICER 
(n.), OIREACHTAS (n.), ON (prep.), OVER (prep.), PARLIAMENT (n.), PART 
(n.), PASS (v.), PEOPLE (n.), PERFORM (v.), PERSON (n.), PLACE (n.), PRESENT 
(v.), PRESIDENT (n.), PREVILEGE (v.), PROVIDE (v.), QUEEN (n.), RAISE (v.), 
RECEIVE (v.), RELATE (v.), REMOVE (v.), REPRESENTITIVE (n.), REPUBLIC 
(n.), RESIDE (v.), RETURN (v.), SEAT (n.), SENATE (n.), SENATOR (n.), SESSION 
(n.), SPEAKER (n.), STATE (n.), SUMMON (v.), THAN (prep.), TO (prep.), 
TOGETHER (prep.), TRANSFER (v.), UPON (prep.), UNDER (prep.), UNION (n.),  
VACANCY (n.), VACATE (v.), VEST(v.), VOTE(v.), VOTER (n.), WITH (prep.), 
WITHIN (prep.), WITHOUT (prep.), WRIT (n.)
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Democracy as a rule of Drawing

Using these elements from last chapter of study as tools in a 3-dimensional 
drawing, these words are acting as guidelines to the composing of lines, boundaries, 
orientation and density. Set 0 is a sphere – a space with no hierarchy – and evenly 
distributed reflected beams. The add-on of the constitutional elements will change 
the shape of the sphere and the form of the depicting spaces.   

The developing of this representational method embodies power structures, 
democratic actions and intergroup relationship into the making of forms. This 
system is with potential for a morphology of spaces. The goal is to transfer the 
principle of democracy into the design of a political infrastructure within the 
public realm.   
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PLACE
PEOPLE

ASSEMBLE

(n.) sphere space.
(n.) figure, evenly distributed beam along 
the sphere
(v.) the action on the figures, beams are 
focusing on only one location. 
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SENATE
HOUSE
FORM

TO

(n.) sphere space 1.
(n.) sphere space 2.
(v.) the action on the figures, the beams 
always gather at one location. 
(prep.) hierarchy of the space, the beams 
always travel from one certain sphere to 
another.

HOUSE
SENATE
PRESIDENT

CONVENE

BETWEEN

(n.) sphere space 1.
(n.) sphere space 2.
(n.) figure specified in the second space, the beams 
are clustered within certain starting area.
(v.) the action on the figures, beams are focusing 
on only one location. 
(prep.) relationship between the spaces, two 
spheres share one focus point.
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CONGRESS
HOUSE
PREVILEGE

IN

(n.) sphere space 1.
(n.) sphere space 2.
(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are 
only starting from selective location. 
(prep.) relationship between the spaces. 
one sphere is in another

OFFICE
COURT
PRESIDENT

JUDGE

VEST

CHOOSE

AGAINST

(n.) sphere space 1.
(n.) sphere space 2.
(n.) figure specified in the first space, the beams are clus-
tered within certain starting area.
(n.) figure specified in the second space, the beams are 
clustered within certain starting area.
(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are aiming on one 
location.
(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are concentrating 
on one point. 
(prep.) relationship between the spaces, two of the concen-
trating points are away from the center of two spheres
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Behind the Democratic Illustration

In this chapter of the thesis is the collage of a complete picture of the contemporary 
democratic operations. The first part is the spark of the research: a contemporary 
political event happened in Taiwan in 2014, which raised the awareness of the 
tension between public, politicians and media. The second part is the illustration of 
the democratic vision that the politicians and the media are seeking to embellish. 
The third part is the revealing of the political operations beneath surface of the 
democratic illustration, which reveal the secret of the democratic system.   
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The sparkle: 

“Sunflower Movement”, the occupation of the Taiwanese parliament, in 2014 was triggered 
by a Taiwan-China free service/trade agreement that passed the committee investigation in 
a very short period of time. The bill has gone through all the nominal democratic process 
yet with very little information that was released to the public, given the very controversial 
relationship between the two countries. The occupiers used the protest as an opportunity to 
raise the public awarness of the untold story from within the parliament   

This research of the chaotic phenomena in Taiwanese politic is not solely focusing on the 
free trade agreement itself, but to use this event as a starting point to understand the full 
picture of the Taiwan’s contemporary democratic operations, especially the relationship 
between politicians, public and media. 
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Illustration 1: Committeee investigation

The committee investigation is referred to as the most informative and should be the most 
thorough process during a law making process. The delegates take this chance to debate and 
discuss the subject matter. The media also has a responsibility to deliver the full message to 
the public.

However, in the Sunflower Movement, the committee investigation seems to be shortened 
and become only a place for the delegate to show up and fulfill democratic process. Where 
did the real discussion take place? 

Illustration 2: Political party consultant forum

This very special setup within the Taiwanese Parliamental framework is to give each party, 
no matter big or small, an equal seat in the discussion. The controversial act or bill will go 
through this forum so that one delegate from each party could discuss more thouroughly 
about Why couldn’t we open the room of secrets to everyone. The meeting of the whips 
shouldn’t be a place for exchange of interest.

However, for this very controversial agreeement to be passed in the parliament. We didn’t 
see this forum being used. Then how did the party defend different groups of people in this 
case?  
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Illustration 3: Public opinion

The delegates were supposed to hold public discussion meetings, gather information from 
the pulic, match his own value, principle and believes with different advocating individuals/
groups. and form his own opinion accordingly.

There was indeed a record of public meetings for this Service/Trade agreement bill. However 
has the true public opinions being reflected on the vote of the delegates?  We saw that the 
politicians have been in favor of certain groups of people, no matter the left/right wing 
party they are in. What is controlling our delegates decision?

29 30



Illustration 4: Drafting the bill

After a series of discussion, the delegates come back to the office and drafting the bill and 
speech. Maybe doing more research on their own. He/She is supposed to be clever and wise 
to decide the words to put down. 

However in the Taiwanese parliament, the delegates seemed not to carefully doing their 
drafting work. After the public appearance the rest of the democratic process seemed to 
be very detached from the public. The delegates still follow the order from their party, or 
whichever group that can provide more support in the next election. Who is controlling the 
direction of the bill?
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Illustration 5: The voting

Because of the television, we will be able to see the voting in the parliament from the TV 
screen. The delegates raised the hand for showing their position in public eye.

In many of the streaming video of Taiwanese parliament, we saw the fight and serious 
argument during the debate session. But however when it comes to the voting session we 
oftern see the absence of the opposition party. Is it just as what they said, that they are under 
protest, or this is an orchestrated act?
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Truth 1: The delegate’s office

Our delegates has no longer focused on the study of a bill. Instead they cherished more the 
public appearance and the media exposure. The office now become a place just for showing.

Truth 2: Drafting of the bill

The direction of the bill are no being controlld by the resourceful donators and advocate 
groups. The way they manipulate are by the donation or the control of the vote within their 
group in the next general election. They are like the producer of a show that decide a big 
concept of the story.
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Truth 3: Party Whip

The party whip is not an official position in the parliament. The position is set to coordinate 
the opinions within the same party. However now the whips take more control over the 
delegates vote instead of their individual decision. The delegate who is not following the 
party over often face the expulsion from the party.

Truth 4: The rehearsal

Before the real meeting takes place, the politicians has already rehearsed the discussion 
before. There is an imaginary space other than the one we’ve seen on TV and media that all 
of the secretive practice take place.
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Truth 5: The show

We all know the filming devices has given the public an access to the events that take 
place in the parliament. However it also makes the politic a “Show” for the TV screen. The 
politicians prepare for the actions and behavior for the TV appearance and that makes the 
secretive operation behind the scenes even more secretive.
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Truth 5: The media

The final operation of the media is to pass the selective information and the bised comments 
to the public. These mediums includes the TV, the social media and the website streamings. 
The operation of the media not only include the embellishment of the democratic image, 
and also the comments that will instruct/effect the public opinion.
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Reveal the Democratic Truth

“The subversive analysis uses environmental knowledge in order to 
accelerate radical change through demystification, that is an analysis 
that reveals the absurd as well as accelerates the downfall of the socially 
repressive, be it political or scientific, military or cultural.”

 --Bernard Tschumi “Environmental Trigger”

In the last chapter of the thesis, I referenced Tschumi’s theory about architecture’s 
role as catalyst in revealing a social condition to the public. Though the hope of 
solving the current political climate through the architectural design, we are living 
in a reactive society and this social reconstruction would take a larger panel of 
discussion. But luckily, the architecutre could act as an initiation for this discussion.

Through the architectural representation, the tension of the targeted issue would 
be highlighted and presented in a believable form, which is architecture, so that 
to raise the awareness of this social condition. Like in many dystopic sci-fi story 
we’ve read, the contemporary social issues are being exaggerated and written in the 
timeline of the future so we would believe this trajectory of social development. 
The social absurdity to reveal here is the democratic operations in the previous 
chapter,  which is the democracy being a well-planned political show calibrated for 
the media.         
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The counter-design architectural proposal that response to these political conditions is a 
committee pavilion that serves the need of filming and performing of the delegates. The 
background of the site is set to be in Taipei city, within in a close distance to the political 
core of the country.

With the 120 delegates in the parliament and split into 8 professional committees with 15 
delegates of each. This committee pavilion is designed for 1 of the 8 committees. The site is 
a current memorial hall for a passed dictator. There has been debates about the demolishing 
of this authoritarian symbol in the democratic time. For the background of the project, it 
is assumed that the memorial hall is removed and substitute with the General assembly 
pavilion, and my committee pavilion as one of 8 committee pavilions will be on the side. 
Along with the preserved programs on the site, which is the National Opera House and 
National Concert Hall, will form a new Democracy/Performance Space.

The intention of the site pick is to compare the idea of the authoritarian and the democracy, 
and also an important message that even with the removal of the authoritarian symbol, 
there is still troubles in our democratic development.  

NATIONAL 

OPERA HOUSE

(Preserved)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 2

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 3

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 4

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 8

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 7

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 6

(Planned)

COMMITTEE

PAVILION 5

(Planned)

MEMORIAL HALL

(Planned dismantling)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Planned)

NATIONAL

CONCERT HALL

(Preserved)
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The design of the space rethinks the function of façade to address the relationship between 
politicians, public and media. In many of the traditional political architecture we’ve seen the 
façade being treated as a skin for attaching political norms and visions. Here in my pavilion, 
the façade becomes the fourth wall of this political live show. The secretive operations are 
reversed inside to hide the planning and prior discussion behind the scenes. The programs 
are aggregated in 3 layers:

First Layer – The façade layer of the front side. It is where all the entrance and the participa-
tory programs are, like the meeting room for the delegates and the community, the visitors 
hall, the delegates entrance and the bookstore.

Second Layer – The façade of the courtyard side. It is where all the performative programs 
are. Standing in this courtyard you’ll be able to see the whole “Nominal” democratic pro-
cess, like the delegates’ personal offices, the meeting room of the committee member, com-
mittee chamber and the media room for the interview. There’s also a giant Tv screen on top 
that streaming the political show. 

The third layer – which is the layer that’s hidden from public view – is where all the secretive 
program locate, like the whip’s office, the delegate’s dressing room, the rehearsal room.  The 
wall that contain these secretive programs will converge into a single wall in the end, and 
with it being curved, the public are losing the sense of dimension of the thickness of the 
inner-wall space.

1 Entrance
2-7 Community Meeting Space
8 Committee Chamber
9 Donator Reception Room
10 Whip Office of Majority Party
11 Rehearsal Space for Majority Party
12-13 Restroom
14 Whip Office of Minority Party
15 Rehearsal Space for Minority Party
16-24 Performance Office for Majority Party
25-33 Performance Office for Minority Party

10ft

N
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The design of the roof is inspired by many section drawings 
of opera houses. In these opera house drawings, the double 
layered dome serves the need for the appearance from the 
outside and (maybe) the acoustic function of inside. And 
there is this hidden porche space in the middle. In the roof of 
this Committee Pavilion the Outside surface serves as the live 
streaming TV wall of the political show, and the inner surface 
serve the interior wall of the parliament program. The porche 
space is where the secritive operation takes place. 
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As a counter-design, this project initiates from a pessimistic 
view of the current society and exposes the reality through 
the graphic/rhetorical representation. Though seemingly 
depressing, the project itself becomes the first step towards 
social reconstruction. Hopefully, this hyper-real and skeptical 
architectural proposition is not entirely dystopic, and there 
are moments of hopefulness that can be gleamed from the 
project.
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