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CELEBRATION SERVICE

Throughout history the Black Panther 
Party has been misportrayed as a party of 
resistance. On the contrary, they valued 
service and the importance of giving back 
to their community. Here are the many 
ways they served: The Breakfast Program, 
Health Clinics, Youth Institute, Seniors 
Against a Fearful Environment (SAFE), 
People’s Free Ambulance Service, Free 
Food Program, Black Students Alliance, 
and the Black Panther Party Newspaper.

LEARNING INSPIRATION

At a young age, Emory Douglas wanted 
“to be a part of doing something,” and 
throughout his talks, one gets a sense of, 
we ‘can’t import change or a revolution, it 
has to come from within.’ While the Black 
Panther Party no longer exists as an 
organization, it left a blueprint for people 
to be inspired by and to move forward with. 
It was established to ‘enlighten, educate 
and to inform,’ and as a community of 
artists, RISD can ‘be a guide to action,’ but 
learning does not stop with your education. 

Emory Douglas was born May 24, 1943 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan and grew up in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. As an Artist, 
an Educator, and a Human Rights Activist, 
he is well known for his use of art as a 
vehicle of education, empowerment, and 
resistance. Having served as Minister 
of Culture for the Black Panther 
Party between 1967-1980, 
Douglas is most noted 
for his political 
drawings and 
cartoons featured 
in the Black Panther 
Newspaper. 

Emory Douglas and his counterparts knew 
they did not know everything, and had to 
make the most of the little resources they had. 
Guided by the motto, “each one, teach one,” 
and learning on the fly, they endeavored to 
put out a newspaper that would inform, 
enlighten, and educate the community on 

basic issues and tell stories based 
on their perspective. Knowing 

they served a non reading 
community, they relied 
on their artwork to 
reinforce their message 

and to be relevant to those 
who were disenfranchised. 
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