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In RISD’S Apparel Design program, students learn to meet the
highest requirements of the fashion industry and articulate a unique
vision through clothing they both design and make. Emphasizing
conceptual rigor matched by strong artistic and technical skills, the
program guides majors through each stage of the apparel design
process — from concept sketches to beautifully executed wearables.

Apparel Design majors enter the department their sophomore year,
after first completing RISD’s required year of Experimental and
Foundation Studies. Exploring a range of materials, students learn
pattern drafting, draping and construction, while becoming adept
at using high-end industry software to design and render clothing.
Practical skill-building is supported by the examination of historical
and cultural context, with grounding in the workings of the fashion
industry.

As a close-knit group, Apparel Design majors benefit from regular
interaction with alumni and other visiting critics and design
professionals. Visits to New York’s fashion district, along with
required internships and competition opportunities, allow for
important exposure to the industry.
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